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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA (H^ 


RKAO 

IIMS 

BOOKS 



IHK 

RIGHT 

CMOICK 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI ^4. 
(TELEPHONE Nos. : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Including 3000 Objective Type Expected Questlone) Ra. 1S(V- 

2. 2500 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 75/- 

3. 50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

(5000 Objective Type QueeUons lor ell Exama) Ra. 140/- 

4. 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEOGE/Q.S. Ra. 140/- 

5. OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 

(Full Study Material A 5000 Ot^actlve Queatlona) Ra. 120/- 

6. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 

(S500 Objective Type Queatlona for all Examaj. Ra. 150/- 

7. 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. 150/- 

8. ENGLISH COMPREHENSION (200 Raiding ComprclMMion Fiatagis) Ra. 70/- 

9. COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

10. 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

11. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (MW/iSrudYWirefAif; Ra. 60/- 

12. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NOA/ 

CDSE/NTSE EXAMS (With Full Study Material) Ra. 120/- 

13. 5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (IMth Full 

Study Materlal-The Complete Improvement Courae) Ra. 160/- 

14. PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABILITY Ra. 150/- 

15. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 Objective Queatlona With Study Material) Ra. 150/- 

16. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 

(5000 Ob/ectlva Type Queatlona for all Exama.) Ra. 150/- 

17. VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Objective Type Queatlona With Full Study Material) Ra. 120/- 

18. DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Objective Type Queatlona With Full Study Material) Ra. 100/- 

19. OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE ^4000 Olyacr/va Oiwal/oul Ra. 100/- 

20. 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Material for all Exama) Ra. 100/- 

21. 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR IIT/JEE EXAM Ra.100/- 

22. INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Objactiva Quastlons a Study Malarial) Ra. 60/- 

23. 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 60/- 

24. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ha. 60/- 

25. CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

26. TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Ha. 60/- 

27. 4>T Ha. 50/- 

28. flTMPd WR - 6000 (Ag aVRlTlV Ha. 160/- 

29 SIR ■ 100 Ha. 140/- 

30. TtRr-»d • 2600 BT-iVtIV Ha. 60/- 

31. TiRPo ira irflHoi Ra.i20/- 

32. RS.15Q/- 


Ra. 120/ 


Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 

Ra. 120/- 

Ra. 160/- 
Ra. 150/- 

Ra. 150/- 


Ra. 120/- 

Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 100/- 

Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 100/- 


Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 160/- 
Ra. 140/- 
fla. 60/- 
Ra.120/- 
RS.15Q/- 


10. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 200/- 

11. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 80/- 

12. 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 200/- 

13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ha. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 200/- 

15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 180/- 

16. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (With Full Study Malarial) Ra. 250/- 

17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 130/- 

18. 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUES''IONS ON 

IHDlAHH\STOm (With Full Study Material) Ra. 490/- 

19. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Ra. 180/- 

20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUOIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 2001- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIESA3ENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 300/- 

22. TPirai vnva - 4000 iiy=<Niy Ra. 200/- 

23. Him HO sfclsra - areoiiH ttihiR ipi 8300 97=611? Ra. 300/- 

24. YlupftftI f3>iITH - aiHRIH VlIHin IJH 5000 ll»=6ll? Ra. 3001J 

25. - 4000 !ngf5|«B (h5-4»R«im) ii»=6h? rb. 200/I- 

26. FitHi HTHTIH - 4700 H»H)iI? Ra. 200ij- 

27. 3r«iTiT?a-aiuw!| ?nHrfl ij4 4000 (Hg-^oifroo.) wr-im Ra. 2SM 

28. ?tPir=H anaroH - 12,000 (ag-llaif^) h»hItr Ra. 30M 

3.';; -. 'i-i. ■ '■I'-.-'i.-.Si-..* ..i H r..- -1' 


1. GENERAL SCIENCE Ra. 200/- 7. GENERAL MENTAL A 

2. GEOGRAPHY 8. CURRENT AFFAI 

(WORLD 8 INDIA) Ra. 230/- 9. niHIH] t^friH 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 200/- 10. (f^TO 3ft? ^ 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Rs. 150/- n. ifRcl w 

5. INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 150/- 12. Hl?i1 HO 

6. G.K. WORKBOOK Ra. 200/- -^3 


Ra. 200/- 7. GENERAL MENTAL ABILIH 
8. CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Ha. 2fl0/- 9. TIIHPfl OWH 
Ra. 200/- 10. {fft?*I 3ft? Hrm) 

Rs. 150/- 11. ifrra Hii 
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5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ha. 100/- 

SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 100/- 

5000 OBJEi-TIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Hs. 100/- 

20.000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Queatlon Bank) Ra. 350/- 

•'! A 

. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. 80/- 

. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. 200/- 

. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra. 80/- 

. 4000 OBJEGTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study Material) Ra. 200/- 

. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra. 80/- 
. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(With Full Study Material) Ra. 300/- 

. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 80/- 

. 4500. OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 200/- 

. 2006 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 100/- 


1. PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 

4. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 

5. ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

6. TRAVEL & TOURISM FOR ALL 

7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 

8. PAINTING FOR ALL 
9 BEAUTY FOR ALL 

10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 

11. ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing 200 
Engllah Converaadons On Varioua Topics in English) 

12. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS & 
SSB INTERVIEWS (With An Introduction to Interviews) 

13. ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

14. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS 8 ANTONYMS 

15. DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 

16. MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 

17. PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR ALL 

18. PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL 

19. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Metric 8 10*2 claeeea) 

20. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS. 

21. INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

22. IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

23. ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS (CONTAINING 300 SHORT ESSAYS) 

24. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

25. IIMS ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (HIndl-Engllah) 

26. BUSINESS Q.IC/8USINESS AWARENESS 


Re. 150/ 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 2001- 
Ra. 2001- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 150/- 
Ra. 150/ 


Ra. 50/- 
Ra SC.'- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Rs. 40/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Ha. 501- 
Ra. 50/- 

Ra. 150/- 

Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 150/- 
Ra. 70/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Ra. 70/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ha. KXV- 
Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 7(V- 

Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 70/- 
Ra. 150/- 
Ra. 40/- 


For Iraa poataga aa'd iha lull amount In advance by M.OJBank Dratt on the above addraae. For V.P.P. aand Re. 100/- by M.O. aa advance. 
Now Blao llatan to IIMS Audio Caaaattaa on 1. Group Olscusslona 2. Intarviam 3. Engllah Convaraatlon 4. Indian Conatltutlon — Ra. 50/- tor aaen caaaatti 























JOIN THE MOST POPU^R INSTITUTE OF INDIA 





FREE 

\l IHOt .VSSI' ITK 
WOUTH KS. ?(>/- 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCIVURSES FOR 1998-1999 COMPEflTlVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FRM BOOKS WORTH RS. 25<»/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 

CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP Dlf -- —-- 

INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOI 


JSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLLSH CONVERSATION/ 
. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL FEBRUARY 28, 1998. 
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« I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : | 

1. POUTICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY / 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY | 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs.lBO/- 
8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION EacioutM 
^ I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES f 
AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER RslsSO/- 

» INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM I 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) R^ 500/- 

A S.B.iyBANK PROBATIONARY J 

OFHCERS’ EXAM/BANK P.O. EXAM RilSOO/- 
1. OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ’A’/'B’ R| 1800/- 
« ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F./C.R.P.F./LT.B.P. EXAM 500/- 

LI.C7G.I.C. A.A.O.'s EXAM ft. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES (CDSE) Ri. 1500/- 
INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Fs. 1500/- 

S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 
AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Ss.1500/ 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs.1500/ 
. CSIR COMBINED ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICES EXAM Rs.1500' 


1500/- 

1800/- 


Ri.lSOO/- 
rt. 1500/- 


B.B.SyB.B.A7B.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
^ NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) Rs. 1500/- 
= N.T.S.E.EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

4* I.I.T7J.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

■ M.B.B.S./P.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/-| 

SUB-INSPECTORS Of POLICE. I 

B.S.F., D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

. IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
^ S.S.C. CLERKS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1200/- 

BANK CLERKS’ EXAM Rs. 1200/- 

f. ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 
» GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 

r. GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE Rs. 900/- 


HAPPY NEWS ! NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IlMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 

. GROUP DISCUSSIONS Rs. 50/- 

.. INTERVIEWS Rs. 50/- 

. ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

. INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50 /- each 

POLITICAL SCIENCE (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

INDIAN HISTORY (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. While sending your fee, please mention your rume, your complete address and the name of the course clearly in capital letters on the 
M O. coupon or in the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest Please wnte your address clearly 
2. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D Howevei. you can send the tee by M.O. also 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M.A. Engilshft Pol, Sc. (Pub. Admn.), P.G. Dip. In Businese Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 
_ Send your full fee by Bank Dratt/Money Order immediately to; 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18, (II FLOOR). JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING. NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946, FAX : 91-11-4313503 




NOW IlMS OFFERS IN ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA. 

BECOME liMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART OF THE MOST 
REPUTED INSTITUTE OF INDIA. Write^ax immediately with full details, on the address given above. 
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THE COMPETITION 

master! 


hi fp *'T oi?* 

Editor 


story for this month couhfo't have iMlbitl' 

|W the educated and haxd'i^rktng'fotjiiitftt hiw 
jlaiy and night to get the couhtiy outctf 
M make it it powerful couid:ry« tfoe politkiamjtuive 
leuntuxnedtoundoidlthegOodtluiitkeepe^hiili^^ 

interests and moth^ die country has hem 
I amid-term poU, and at a very ctmaatjuiKture whm 
my was re-adjusting to tihe new realities One step 
m two steps badkward-<-thathas been thebaneof our 
i4st so many yeai% 

is dections are very crucial for the country and die 
nllay a very positive role to ensure that we manage a 
iwiunent th^ time It is tune now for the youth. 


educate d* electorate that they should nse above petty and, 
caste/reli»n based politics and vote for candidates on the 
bastsofthmbihty to prcmdeastableand efficient government 
Let there belnly one poU plank this time*—economic upliftment 
and stebili^ Think twice before voting for someone for any 
other reascuiLRemember, strong economy andpohticalstabihty 
are only fooirs that can help us solve all our problems— 
national axw^tmiational 

Here's wishtite you a very happy and prosperous New Year 
and a bright ^ture 


it' • . i. n , ^ 

Just Send Rs 175.00 towards One Year's subscription, bj Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
'Die Competition Master, Chandigarh, aiongwith your complete name and address to: 



126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarii—160 002 

OFFER VAUD FOR UMITED PERIOD ONLY 







mj^FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS READ IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ 


FREE 

HOOKS 

w Ok I II ks. 2(10/ 

ttiutM.'M'iiiy.iiry 



FREE 

BOOKS 

WOk I II ks. 200/ 


NOW IIMS PUBUCATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSEN FUL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN AIX 
COMPETmVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFIER OF FREE 
BOOKS WORTH RS 200A PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON G.D./1NTERVIEWS/FJSGLISH 
CONVERSATION/INDUN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL FEBRUARY 28,1998. 



1. Gencial Knowledge Re. ISO/* 

2. 15,000 QacsUoni on 

General Studies Rs. 300/- 

3. S0M.T.P.onG.K. Ks. 140/- 

4 General Sclentc Rs. 200/- 

5 Objeclire Gen beltnct Ks. KMV- 

6 Geography Rs 200/- 

7 Indian History Rs. 200/- 

8 Indian Economy Rs. ISO/- 
9. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 

10 Gtntril MtnIsI Ahllll; Rs 150/- 

11 ArithnieUr Rs 60/- 

12. Dictionary of Sdoice R.s 70/- 
13 Preslons Papers Rs 50/- 


ToUl Ks 1920/- 



I 

TO»iR) 3ium=y 

Rs 300/- 

2 

sarntFn ftstn 

Rs. 150/- 

3 


Rs 200/- 

4 

wiyrei un ^fclFra 

Rs 300/. 

5 


Rs I5(V- 

6 

wTOfru anfajwjT 

Ks 150/- 

7 

ftTBRI 3|ft >16 
timviRel <tfin'll 

Rs. 120/- 


total 

Rs 1370/- 



1 General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2 General Sdence Rs 200/- 

3 Geography Ks. 200/- 

4. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

5. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 

6. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

7. General English Rs 120/- 

8. lOSMTP oil English Rs.l^a/- 

9. Test tf Eaglisk Liiguigt Rs. 150/- 

10. CtBnei Irrtri is EiglnkRs.lOO/- 

ILArguncststiTt QotilleM Rs. 100/- 
IX100 important Essays Rs. 50/- 
IX Paragraph Writing Rs. SO/- 

14. Preds Writing Rs. 60/- 

IX Model Letters Rs. 70/- 

lASynonymi ft Antonyms Rs. 70/- 
17. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 
IX Dictionary of Sdoioe Rs. 70/- 

19. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 

2XlntervlewBfor All Rs.100/- 


Total: Rs. 2260/- 


Gencral English Rs.i20/- 
lOOM.TP onEnglisli Rs.l50/- 
Cosinss Errtn is Ei|liik Rs. 100/- 
ThI tf fci|llih Lsitosgt Rs 150/- 
Rtiling Cimyrehtntlon Rs. 70/- 
English Vocabulary Rs.150/- 
Rs.100/- 



tt. J 


if x-’ 


7. Group Discussions 


8. ArgumtslillTt Qucilltni Rs.l0a/- 

9. Synonyms ft Antonyms Rs. 70/- 
la Idioms & Phrases Rs 70/- 
II. Obyective Maths Rs.I20/- 
IX StWQseslittt SI AritbsieOcRa.ltiO/- 
13 Data Interpretation Rs.l00/- 

14. Verbal Reasoning Rs.l2Q/- 

15. Test of Reasoning Rs.l50/- 

16. mt M T P ts Rtsstnisg Rs.lS0/- 
17 Interviews for All Rs.lOO/- 
IX General Knowledge Rs.l5Q/- 

19. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs.l40/- 

20. BnsImssG.K Rs. 4(V- 


Total 


Rs. 23i(V- 


1 General Knowledge Ks. 150/- 

2 SO M T P. on G K. Rs 140/- 

3 Indian Constitution Rs 60/- 

4 General 'science Ks 200/- 

5 Geography Ks 200/- 

6 Indian History Rs 200/- 

7 Dictionary of Saenre Rs 70/ 

8. Objective Maths Rs 120/- 

9. Qufilitii ts Arltlinirlic Ks 160/- 

10 General English Rs. 120/- 

11 100 M r.P on English Rs. IStV- 

IXTest of bngllik Lingvigc Rs. 150/- 
IXCenaos Errtn is bsglnkKs 100/- 
IX Group Discussions RslOO/- 

IX Interviews for All Rs lOfV- 

16. English Cmiversatlon Rs 150/- 

17. English Vocahulary Ks ISO/- 


Total 


1 General Knowledge 

Rs. 

ISO/. 

2 SO M.TJP.on G.K. 

Rs. 

140/. 

3. General English 

Rs 

120/- 

4. 100 M.T.P. on EngUsfa 

Rs 

150/- 

5. Test it Es|liib Lsitutyt 

Ks. 

150/- 

6. Reading Comprektnslon 

Rs. 

70/- 

7. Csnnsi krren is EsgUik 

Rs. 

100/- 

8. 100 Important Essays 

Rs. 

50/- 

9. Paragraph Writing 

Rs. 

SO/- 

10.Prcds Writing 

Rs. 

60/- 

11. Model Letten 

Rs 

70/- 

IX English Vocabulary 

Rs. 

150/. 

13.Synonyms ft Antonyma 

Rs. 

70/- 

IX Idioms & Phrases 

Rs. 

70/- 

IX Group Discussions 

Rs 

lOIV- 

IXArguncnlsIirc Qucslisu 

Rs. 

100/- 

17. soot QBiallssi as Arilkiatlic 

Ks. 

160/- 

IXIest of Reasoning 

Rs. 

150/. 

19 100 M T P 91 Riasiaisg 

Rs. 

150/- 

20 Vcrbiii Reasoning 

Rs 

120/. 

21 Data IntcrprctaUon 

Rs 

lOIV- 

2X Interviews for All 

Rs 

lOfV- 

Total. Rs. 2380/. 


1. 

English Conversation Rs. 

1.50/- 

2 

English Vocabulary 

Ks. 150/. 

.3. 

tieneral English 

R.S. 

no/- 

4 

Ceiamaa Frrtri is Eigliah 

Rs 

100/- 

5 

Idioms & Phrases 

Rs 

70/- 

6. 

Svnonyms ft Antonyma Rs. 

70/. 

7. 

100 Important EssaysRs. 

SO/- 

8. 

Paragraph Writing 

Rs. 

50/- 

9. 

Preds Writing 

Rs. 

60/. 

IX Model Letters 

Rs. 

70/- 

111. 

100 M T P. on Fngiisk 

Rs. ISIV- 

IX Tcit et kiiiish Liiguagc 

Rs. 

150/- 

IX Rcidiag CenyrrhiiiiaB Rs. 

70/- 

14. ArgiiBralalivc Quciliasi Ks. 100/- 


Rs 136tV. 




General Knowledge Ks ISIV 

SO M T.P. on G.K Rs 140/- 

Indlan Constitution Ks 60/- 

Engllsh Vocabulary Rs ISO/- 


I. 

Group Discussions 

Rs 

10(V- 

2 

Interviews for All 

Rs 

100/. 

3 

Artinnealalive Qaeiliaii 

Rs 

100/- 

4 

Quotations foi Ml 

Ks 

50/- 

5 

1 iigiish < onvirsation 

Rs 

15(1/. 

6 

100 liiiportani {.ssays Rs 

50/. 

7 

Paragraph 33 rtting 

Ks 

50/. 

K 

English 3ioc.ibulaiy 

Rs 

]5(V- 

9 

General Knowledge 

Rs 

150/. 


lotiil 

"rT 

900/- 


1 Vudents may buv the complete 
'Success Pack’ or anj booWboohs. 

2 F rcc Books worth Rs 260/-will be 


Rs 2320/- 15. two Qimlitii ti Arllknetic Rs 160/-1 sent to those students only who buy our 



Test of Reasoning 
III M T P ts Rriiiilsg 


Rs ISO/- full ‘SiiccrsB Pack' of anv course lo 
Rs 15IV- avail of Ibis offer the students may 


Objective Geography Rs. 60/-|dc,]iic(g„a,„„m,lgfPj_20Q/.fromthc 


9. Objective Sdcnce 

10. Generd English 


1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 
X SOOOQscilloBionCktmiilry 100 
X 5000 Questions on Botany 100 

4, 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5. Gciiend Science 200 

X Objective Sdence 100 

7. 3000 Questions on .Science 100 
X Dictionary of Sdence 70 


Total 


Rs. 100/-1 (otal cost of the ‘ Success Pack' os given 
jahove wldlr sending the amount by 


11. Test st Ei|lhh Lssgosge Rs.lSa/- MU./Bank Draft. 

IX 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.lSQ/- 3. por free postage, please send the 
IX Connsi Etrsn Is Eigliik Rs.lOO/- full amount in advance by MO/Bank 
14 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- Draft on the above addrew. For V PJP 
IS, Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- sendRs 100/-by MO as advance 
IX Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 4. IVntc your name address and the 

17. Model Lelte Rs. 70/- name of the'Success Pack', clearly in 

IX Interviews for AD ^RsJOO/- capital lettcrsonthrM.O Couponorin 

Rs. 1970/- 
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f c79(C7u ana trustea Name In the Field of Education 

IC^'^r-S Pi' 5 K§ i B€*P ICiTS 

X’‘:.-;-:,‘at. C,* \ i'He. 'r«E?i«t» SETTERS 

- " It'-':-. ■ '■ !•:«'■>' ^,‘i.'f'ubSjsh Kits for 

i Cs'; ^-Tipctitivc Exarni*, 

V'-O .■■V>.'?-. P,0 Hs, ;<“0 

l, Associatt Banks of SBl & othsr NaikmaHsad Banks (For SBI and otfiw Nationaliaad Banka £xafn.j 

CCess Pack contains Comprehensive Coverage of Test of Reasoning (Logical, Verbal, 

m. Kit Rs. 3S0 Non-Verbal & Data Interpretation etc), English Language (Practical 

rement Course Rs. 120 English Grammar, Common Errors, Word-Power, etc); General 

ulary Improvement Course Rs. 120 Awareness (All aspects of G.K.); Quantitative Aptitude (Number 

Reasoning System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc.. Solved 

bourse Rs. 150 Examples, Hints & Exercises etc); Descriptive Enj^ish (Short Essays, 

rovement Course Rs. 100 propositions etc). Five sets of Model Papers, with detailed Solutions/ 

St) Essays RS- Jo Answers, based on Previous Years’ Papers. 


Kit covers English Language (Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors, Comprehension, Vocabulary): intelligence A Reasoning 
(Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation etc); Arithmetic 
(Number System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration, etc ); 
Basic Maths; General Knowledge/General Science. Current Affairs; 
Five Sets of Model Papers, with detailed Solutions/Answers based 
on Previous Years’ Papers. 


For Stale Bank of India, Associate Banks of SBI & other NanonaHsed Banks 

Self-Study Success Pack contains 

1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit Rs. 35 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 12 

3. English Vocabulary improvement Course Rs. 12 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 

Improvement Course Rs. 15 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 10 

6. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs. 7 


L 

Total 

Rs. 

930 

ADMISSION TESTS tor CAT, MAT, XLRI, BAJAJ, FMS olhar InsIHutea 

Self-Study Success Pack contains 

1 . 

MBA Kit 

Rs. 

400 

2 . 

English Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

3 . 

English Vocabulary Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

4. 

Advanced General English 

Rs. 

60 

5. 

Intelligence & Reasoning Improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

6. 

Arithmetic improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 

7. 

Mathematics improvement Course 

Rs. 

60 


Postage i Packing Charges 

Rs. 

20 


Total 

Rs. 

1030 

ENTRANCE EXAM. (For Admlaalon to Degrae/Diploma Course) 

Self-Study Success Pack contains 

1 . 

Hotel Management Exam. Kit 

Rs. 

325 

2 . 

English Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

3 . 

English Vocabulary Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

4. 

Intelligence & Reasoning improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

5 . 

Arithmetic Improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 


Postage & Packing Charges 

Rs. 

15 


Total 

Rs. 

830 


(For Computsory Papoc English S General Knowledge only) 




Study Material & Objactive Questions on All Subjects—Reasoning 
(Vertal, Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation) & Logical Deduction, Numerical 
Ability/Anthmetic/Basic Mathematics, English & Gen. Knowledge/ 
Scientific Aptitude. 


Are you appearing in April, May 1998 NDA, NA/CDS Exam. 7 
Are you prepared to alog it out and not fight shy? 

Are you looking for good, reliable, authentic study material 
to help you achieve your target? 

If yes, procure a copy of our N.D.A./C.D.S. KIT 


Self-Study Success Pack for I.F.S. Exam, contains 

1. English Improvement Course Rs. 

2. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs. 

3. Probable Essays (Rs. 75) 4. Precis Writing 

(Rs. 35) + 5. Letter Writing (Rs. 40) Rs. 

6. Question Bank—General Science Rs. 

7. Question Bank—Geography Rs. 

I 8 . Question Bank—Indian History Rs. 

9. Question Bank—Indian Polity 
(Constitution of India etc.) Rs. 

10. Question Bank—Indian Economy Rs. 

111. I.F.S. Previous Years' Unsolved Papers— 

All subiects (Pub. bv S.B.t Rs. 

PlMuMoKBooInNo.StolOcontanStudy R3, ^ 

Mitcriai. Shoit-Aiwwar Qutslions (vary ..u 

usftui Icr I.F.S. G.K. Paper) and 0b)aetiva ’^*’='<'"9 * PmOQ* -harga* 
OuaslkinsITrTastyoursaK) Total Rs. 1 


Rs. 1200 


DGP 


Kits for N.O.A., C.D S. Examination contain: 

I SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS on 
English G.K , Current Affairs & Mathematics. 

II MATHEMATICS—Arithmelic. Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry and Statistics. 

III ENGLISH LANGUAGE—Practical English Grammar. Errors. 
Preposilions, Comprehension & Vocabulary 

IV GENERAL KNOWLEDGE-SCIENCES (Physics, Chemistry. Lite 

Science.^. Space Science); HUMANITIES (History, National Movement, 
Constilution, Geography, Economy etc.) _ 

* Plea$B ramll the Ril amounf (Fries of das/rad booMooki phn Ra. 10 for ant 
book and Ra IS lor Iso or moro books ter pe^s) by M.O/BMk Draff and 
writs your Name and Flil addrata In CAPITAL LEITBIS on M.O. Coupon. 

’ Books will bo sent by Ragd. Book Post only. MBlHn 

* VPP orders will not ba arteultd. tWu 


>1. r 649 842^ 
’ !^‘64«8448 

011-648 8748 
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j 1. DGP English Improvement Course Rs.120 

(DGP English Improvement Course—has tor almost a decade now—been 

the First Choice ot the First Rate Candidates. '1 i'; i j J. '^L' i m\U}'' ’ 

Number ot Reprints has set up a RECORD tor DGP. 

The course material contains Practical English Grammar, Common Errors ; Latest 1998 Edition Pages xvi + 944 Price Rs. 15,0 } 

and Pitialls. Comprehension, Vocabulary, Phrases, etc. It also includes Comprehensively Covers ' 

lundamenlalrules.lipsandu8age,explanations.illustralions,charts.tables^^ .* Geography m Indian History Indian Polity & Economy \ 

2.® DGP BasTEnglish Improvement Course Rs. 75 »' • • Current Affairs 

DGP Basle English Improvsmsnt Course explains the lundamental Descriptive Study Material • Short-Answer > 

I concepts ot Practical English Grammar and gives wide coverage ' Questions • Ten Model Papers (Objective Pattern), i 

i Common Errors, Comprehension & Vo< abulary • Questions from Previous Years’ Papers of Important : 

j Launched to emerge as the Front-Runner with the Front-Rankers, ' Competitive Exams. Included. ' 

i 3. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs.120#^: -j , ,, ■ i . , * 

. tlncorooratina Salt-Assessment Exercises- Word Power- Readv^^3e’ ' ’’ ' ’ . i 


Latest 19M Edition Pages xvi + 944 Price Ps. lio: 

Comprehensively Covers | 

• Geography • Indian History • Indian Polity & Economy j 

• General Science 0 G K Treasure House 0 Current Affairs ; 


.(Incorporating Sell-Assessment Exercises; Word Power- ... 

iReckoner; Synonyms; Antonyms: Pairs ol Words, Paronyms;i 8]^ 
;Homonyms: Idioms, Phrases and a vast range o> useful terms.) T' 

4. Intwigence and Reasoning improvement Course Rs. 150^^^ 

Comprehenstvecoverageol Reasoning Tests (Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal, 2 

Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic approach & 

. detailed explanatory notes for thorough understanding Previous Years' 

; Papers ol Important Competitive Exams with Answers incorporated 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 

A very comprehensive book Designed to cover the entire Syllabus 01^)'''^* 3 _ 
Con>petitiveExams lncludesNumberSystem,Logarilhms,LinearEqualions ,a 
Banking. Tabulation, Graphs, Mensuration, Statistics etc Renty ol solved fc, 
Examples, Practical Tips & Short Cuts given lor easy grasp Model Papers ® 
with Answers/Hints PREVIOUSYEABS’PAPERSolImportantComp. Exams. 6. 

6 . Maths improvement Course Rs. 601^. .1' 7 . 

(ForN.D.A. C. os., MB. A etc Exams) 1^8. 

Covers Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra. Geometry, Tngonometiy andl^','*;,: 
Statistics Includes important Formulae, Concepts. Practical Tips. Solved ^ *' 
Examples. Exercises and Obfective Questions 


Competitive Exams. Incfuded. 

lii •<, 
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PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 75 

(3rd thoroughly revised edition.) 

Includes Essays on Scientific, Social, Econonnic. Reflective. 
Idiomatic, Generai& Polibcal Topics. An excellent book fur Academic 
& Competibve Exams Very useful for GROUP DISCUSSION also. 


3. LETTER WRITING 

4. PRECIS WRITING 

5. PARAGRAPH WRITING 

6. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH—A New Approach 

7. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH 

8. TEST OF REASONING/LOGICAL REASONING 

9. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS—A Capsule 
0. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY 


Statistics Includes important Formulae. Concepts. Practical Tips. Solved ^ *' ABILITY TES 

Examples. Exercises and Obiective Questions **' MENTAL A 

7. General Science Improvement Course Rs. everyday science 

Comprehensive study material on Physics, Chemistry. Biology & Space NUMERICAL ABILITY- 

' Sciences Incorporates important Concepts Formulae. Solved Examples, ' '':|3 OBJECTIVE ARITHMF 
iObiecliv- Multiple Choice Questions and Science Quiz. Fg, qeoGRAPHV (World I 

fffV• Provides Basic Stuc 
_." 'j ‘ £. on all the Countries 


R*. 180 
Rs. 195 


Our Quides ant patterned op latest scheme and syllabus, 
eistlrei syltabua covered Oioroughly. Ample study materiel. 
Solved Examples and Obfectlve MuMph Choice Quesilone 
Included. .. ___ 

1. BANK P.a EXAM. Rs. 180 

2. STATE BANK P.O. EXAM, Rs. 180 

3. M.B.A. ADMSSION TESTS Rs. 195 

4. N.0.A EXAM. Rs. 150 5- C.aS. EXAM, Rs. 150 

6. S.S.C- INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXasE 

A INCOME TAX EXAM. Ra. 150 

7. U.C., B.i.C. EXAM. Rs. 100 

(For Asslsttmts. Typists & Stenos) 

8. PRIYA GUIDE 

FOR B.S.a CLERKS' GRADE EXAM. Rs. 100 

B. DEEP PRIYA guide TO 
HOTa MANAGEMENT ADMISSION TEST 
(Fm^AdmlstUxile Degree / Ot/Xom* Coims*) Rs, 195 

10. BANK RECRUITMENT TEST GUIDE R9. 75 

iFer Cliffte, Csehan, Eteno-fyfdsm Me.) : 


g. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A Capsule F 

13- OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Capsule F 

14. GEOGRAPHY (World & India)—A Study F 

ye Provides Basic Study material, Inlormation & Data 
v.'- on all the Countries ol the World & Stales.'Union 

Territories ol India Shot! Answer & Ob)ochve Ouest'on 


Rs. 40 
Rs. 3sl 
Rs. 30 
Rs. 45 
Rs. 60 
Rs. 40 
Rs. 30 
Rs. 45 
Rs. 45 
Rs. 30 
Rs. 30 
Rs. 75 
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Ra. 150 
Rs. 100 


Ra. too 


Ra. 195 
R9. 75 


2. Know Thyself Through-NUMEROLOGY 

«% •riar' iiiiaaAAi nanp%\/ a 


Rs. 

30 

Rs. 

45 

Rs. 

45 

Rs. 

45 

Rs. 

45 




3. THE HUMAN B0DY~A Study Rs. 45 

4. Sorry Doctor, I’m Healthy (Family Health Guide) Rs. 45 

5. 125 Great Heroes of Indian History Rs. 45 

The History of the World Is but the biography of great men’. 

A must for all who care to know their Nation & its Architects. 

‘ Please remit the Full amount (Ptiea ol desired booH/books plus Rs. to for one 

* bookandRs. 15tortwoormotsbooksforpostags)byU.O/BankDraflandwrils 
your Nams and FuH address In CI^DAL LETTERS on U.O. Coupon 

• Books will be sard by Rsgd. Book Post only. 

‘ VPP Olden will not be exeeutsd. 








EDITORIAL 


Hie Cussed Cengress 


JATEBSTERb Nai> World dictionary defines cussed as: 
r V "cursed, peiverse, stubborn". The latest political play of 
the Con;(rest', asking the United front s^overnment to drop its 
three DMK ministers from the Cabinet, should earn it the epithet 
"cussed" 

If served the ruling coalition an __ 

ultimatum that it imild othenoise V. 

withdraw its support—the 

implication being that the withdrawal ^ \ 

of its support would lead to the 

ouster of the Cujra! government. The 

Prime Minister, a diplomat, ungivcn / 

to show-offs, punctured the Kesri ( 

balloon by refusing to drop the DMK 

from the coalition and rather face the ^ 

electoiafc. Affer ilih announcement, 

the Ci'iigiess Party started getting 

fits of calmness'. The lone and tciiifwr 

of its unofficial tod official / V ■ 

spokesmen registered a fall by a few IW V- 

iiolcbes Uowei’ci. that one of them JTI ^ 

went on record that his party was ^ 

ready toJUi e the poll, revealed an 11 

underflow 

Till a few months before, the Party spokesmen had been a* 
pains to explain that it coutd not go to the polls becau w 
“elutions arc expensive and where is the money"? Does the 
new-found readiness to go to polls mean the party coffers have 
started flushing with funds? If so, where has the "filthy 
lucre" tome from? And, thereby hangs another intriguing tale. 

The Congress Party President, Mr Sita Ram Kesri, cried 
hoarse in his already husky voice at a public meeting that there 
was no one else other than Sonia Gandhi who could lead the 
country at the critical Juncture. Obviously, the iron-lunged Kesri 


was equaling his Party with the country! funds and Sonia go 
together? 

fustice M.C. Jain's report, scooped by a Delhi based nni's 
weekly, has upset many a political apple-cart in the countiy. 

I Suddenly, the clueless and leaderless Congress Party clamours for a 

1 mid-term poll (leadeiless because by 
ds own confession, Sonia is the only 
leader). So far, the Party tainted and 
V tarted by its cheerleaders, had been 

‘ ' '■ content in defending itself and its big- 

I' ' ■ Pleading “law will lake its own 

course' The law hasn't taken Us 

i ■ ' Then, why this euphoria? There 

fmi ^ if ''™^on -//ir mystcnouslu 

^ % W t hidden BoforsJ?) funds are back in the 

^ political game-play and there no 

longer a need to adopt a gun-shot 

«w • approach at jiolitical foes. One may 

^hy was the Thakkar 
Commission Report on Indira's 
assassination kept under the wraps? 
i ■ - - The present government has done the 

I nation proud by placing the join Report on the Table of the House. 

! The “needle of suspicion pointed to a lowly glorified clerk whom 
! Rajiv appointed a special adviser in his office the very next day! Mr 
I I.K. Gujral made a reference to that Report in Parliament while 
rebutting the self-righteous S.B. Chavan. And that amiable Bengali, 
Pronab Mukherjee, who made a laughable statement, "We cannot 
have a cdlaborotor in the assassination of our leader in a 
government supported by us." 

Now that Lok Sahha has been dissolved, we have a pointer: /< 
politician thinks of the next election; a statesman of the next 
generation. Where do you and your cronies belong, Mr Kesri? 
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Buy The Best At 
Affordable Price 

Archna's 

Day To Day 

ENGLISH 
SPEAKING 
COURSE 

For All And Everyone 

Buy One Copy Today From Your Nearest Book - Seller or 
Write to us for V.P.P. at :- 

Archna Publications (P) Ltd. 

NEW DELHI : 47 / 30. East Patel Nagar -110008 
Ph;5742276 Fax:(011) 5769681, 5815565 
GURGAON : 831, Phase 5 . Udyog Vihar, Gurgaon-122016 
Ph .: 8-346280,8-348820 Fax : (0124) 358322 
CHANDIGARH ; Chamber No 5, S.C.0.188-190, Isl Floor 
InderJIt Chambers Guru Nanak Complex, Sector •34A . 

Ph. ; 660000, 661111 Ext.; 205 

JAIPUR : 2449, Chaudhary Bhawan, Talll Para, Chaura 

Raata Jaipur: Ph : 525678. 

MUMBAI ; 6A, Pink Apts. 7 Bungalows, Versova. 


B^me Snr^^ 





Andherl West -400061, Ph ; 6269918 &14. 
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The h't.1 hro letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing^ in the ho.-[, hiwe hern nwnrdeti a prize , 
(ifU<i 7 1 'W) 00 each. Renders are invited to send i 
ns their view< on topics covered in this issue. 
Yon can also e-mail your response to '■ 
desh<[ich1.vsiil.nef.in. The decision ol the \ 
Editors ivill he final \ 

TROUBLED NORTH-EAST 

Yi>ur cover sti'ry on the North-lutst ■ 
reflects tlie sorry st.ite in the ref;ion. While I 
a lompanv is heinj; blamed tor financing ' 
in TA, the fact is that thev could not have ■ 
grown so strong without the support of 
the ruling party The Chief Minister has to i 
answer why nothing was done to counter 
the growing influence of ULPA in the Stale. : 
Jt is time we made the leaders more 
accountable and, perhaps, personally , 
liable (or creating an evil nexus. ' 

Malay Mukherjre 1 
Panktini, West Rcii\’al 

Tliough the country boasts ot many ■ 
achievements after independence, life has ; 
not changed much for people living in the 
North-liasi, The region could attract ' 
tourists but nothing has been done. 
Welfare programmes and government ' 
grants onlv end up in the pockets of ; 
corrupt officials. The region should be 
opened up and not kept insulated anv 
longer, so that the people come in the 
mainstream That would be the onK' wav ■ 
to solve the lontimiing problem. 

MnI.esli Kumar Siiarma 
.Amritsar, I’linpih 

I’eople are forced ti' join terrorist ■ 
groups in the North-Fast because they 
have ni employment opportunities. 
However, the government thinks the 
pniblem can be solved bv ignoring it The 
miishriHim growth of these groups will one ' 
day fragment the entire country ! 

Ihiuiti Mishra : 

Nmvrnriypiir, Orissa ' 

Your debate brought out all the issues ! 
in the Tata Tea controversy The fact that ; 
even now ULFA is not being targeted : 

474 JANUARY 'Sb COMPETITION MASTER 


shows that it may actually enjoy 
patronage of the leaders. Surely, a 
company cannot do business in such a 
situation and blaming it for all the ills is 
quite wrong. What the Assam 
government does not realise is that 
creating such conditions for companies 
w ill only result in scaring away potential 
investors. The development ot the State 
will suffer, leading to fewer employment 
opportunities. This is a vicious cycle 
leading to anarchy The leaders of the 
North-Last are cutting the very branch 
they are sitting on. 

Sajjttti Kumar Nagar 
Rislira, West Bengal 

LEGACY OF AMBEDKAR 

Ambedkar's thinking is the need of 
the hour. By removing reservation, w'ill 
the dalit society prosper? The Manuvadi 
people are responsible for isolation of the 
dniils The legacy of Ambedkar is in the 
Constitution, which protects dalits from 
the inhumanity and atrocities committed 
by the Manuvadi society 

.S P Bngde 
Nagpur, Maharaslitrii 

REMOVING ILLITERACY 

Your comment on the Prime' 
Minister's suggestion of granting schcwl 
certificates only if they teach live people, 
was excellent I suggest that all those 
contesting the election to the I,ok Sabha, 
Stale Assemblies and local bodies, be 
ri'tiuired to furnish a certificate that liny 
hav'e made at least ten people literate. The 
Flection Commission can implement this 
e.isily 

V Sagar 
New Delhi 

BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Your cover story was very thought- 
provoking We have to ensure that our 
scientists are in the forefront while also 
being careful about patents on our 
biological wealth While scientists have to 
be freed from bureaucratic conlmls so that 
they can exercise their creativity, the 
country must enact the patents bill. 

K.S. Sarma 
Chandigarh 


COMPANIEG 

Your debate onfhe Ikta 
showed that the Assam government 
has found a scapegoat Jot itSThivn 
failings. What is appalling is:'the 
double standards—when politidans 
become the target of militants, as when 
former Home Minister Mufti iSfd. 
Syed's daughter was kidnapped in 
}&K, the government struck a deal 
with them. But when companies or 
ordinary people seek to protect their 
empbyees or families, they are liable.; 
to be prosecuted. This incessant 
harassment of the business 
community by various arms of the 
government is self-defeating. No 
wonder the economy does not pick up 
deiipite all the concessions given by 
the Finance Ministry. 

Rina Duo 
Calcutta 

AMBEDKAR’S LEGACY 

Your article was a balanced one, 
wliich pointed to the fact that while 
poof dalits are being killed in villages, 
in cities the situation is quite the 
opposite, where they dictate terms. It 
was to be expected that those who had 
availed benefits of reservations should 
have helped others in the community. 
Instead of that, they are busy 
garnering benefits of quotas, not 
giving any thought to the poor who 
are being exploited in the villages. 

Shweta Mallik 
Ponnur, Andhra Pradesh 

CM FEATURES 

1 am preparing for NUA and 1 find 
CoMriTiTiON Mastir extremely helpful. 1 
derive tremendous inspiration from your 
editorials and tlic feature on Personality 
Development. 

Ariin ilday Padhi 

Dhenkonal, Oiissa 

Your feature "Dreams and Fantasies" 
gave me a sound concept to make my 
dreams a reality. Dreams can be realised 
if we work hard and with courage. 

Raj Kumar Gupta 
Ranchi, Bihar 










Entrance is easier 
than you think! 


Do you find the some problems again 
and again in such examinations! 

If not, then why do you cram the problems? 
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ClMon-leniin Summit Paves Way tor 
Better Sino-US Retaflons 


Chinese Presulenl }ian^ Zeniiii visited 
USA ill November, 1907, the first by a 
Chinese head of State to visit hi 12 years The 
visit was marred by deiiioiistralions ai;aiiist 
China about its polincs on human rights and 
Tibet, blit was siiceessfiil as the roiintries were 
able to agree to many business deals. Hath 
sides rculNed that they needed eaeli other and 
though there were differences of opinion on 
some matters, they were determined to put 
the Cold War behind them In the end, China 
got the US to lift the ban on sales of nuclenr 
reactors to it and also placed a huge order to 
buy Boeing planes. The visit would have 
plea.sed Zemin despite Hollywood releasing 
seivral lihas on Tibet to coincide with Ins 
visit, because he released a prominent 
dissident soon after he returned to Clinia 


R elations betwcon USA and rhlna 
liave been cokl since t-ight j’cars alter 
the crackdown on Tiananmen Square 
protesters in 0\'er the years, both 
sides realised that they need each other. It 
one is the most powertiil communist Stale, 
the other is the world's bifff;e.st denux rac\ 
USA looks at China’s nunrkets w hile Chinn 
knows ii cannot j^o into the ne\l centiirv 
without the technoiof^v and capital ol the 
Americans. 

USA has been followinj' what iscalled 
.1 "stratesv of engagement'' with China. 
This means that it docs not want to isolate 
China II is only by rliscussion and 
negotiations that the na'ions can arrive at 
acceptable stands from the other IVesidcnl 
Jiang's visit, thus, brought many hopes, 
for the USA, the important issues were 
human rights and it vs'anted firm 
commitments from China that ii would 
mend ils ways. It also wanted China to 
stop nuclear proliferation and end its sales 
of mil lear equipment to Pakistan and Iran 
It also wanted to do more business with a 


large country like Chinn. 

China, tor its part, wants USA to grant 
it a permanent Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) status and drop objections to C’hina 
joining the WTt). It wanted technology, 
particularly nuclear reactors, to meet its 
growing energy needs. It also wants 
concessions on Taiwan and the acceptance 
that Tibet is a part ot China. Further, it 
wants better access of US markets. 

Outcome of the Visit 

S UM!’ of these ob)ectives were realised 
and both sides had reasons to be happy 
about the visit. Though human rights was 
high on the agenda, the visit signified a 
thaw in altitude of the USA. It was ready 
to put liananmen behind and look ahoacl. 
For its part, China did not show the 
belligerence about human rights as it has 
done in llie pasL answering a question at 
Uaivard Universitv about Tiananmen, 
President Zemin let himself to concede 
indirectly, "We have shorteomings and 
mislakes in our work." Though that 
impressii'ii was dispelled hv 
accompanying F'oreign Minister Qian 
Qlichen the next day, Zemin's honest 
admission pointed to a changed thinking, 
if only to fi very little extent 

The more visible aehievemenls were 
the economic transactions. China placed 
an order loi SO Boeing ]ets, more than 
originally expected, lor $ 3 billion. It also 
agreed to end future nuclear looperation 
with Iran Fuilher, Zemin announced that 
China would arerde to the Information 
Tcehnology Agreement, which would 
lower its steep tariffs on imported 
telecommunications equipment. 

The two nations agreed about 
military cooperation to avoid armed 
conflict. They will jointly try to fight drug 


I trafficking and a joint initiative to reduce 
j air pollution was planned. A 
j communications hotline would be set up 
' and American specialists would help 
' China build its legal system. 

I However, no progress was made 
; about C'hinn's membership ot the WTO or 
I the USA granting it permanent MFN 
, status. This has remained a sore point, 
since it must be renewed every year. Just 
. a few years back, the renewal was delayed 
and trade sanctions were threatened, 

: causing a great deal of tension between 
the tw'O countries. 

Crticism 

Z HMIN showed that China was willing 
to enter into a strategic parlnership 
i"* with the USA Init on ils own ti*rms The 
USA stuck to its policy on engaging C hina. 

, But it was clear that the Americans could 
, not make much headvva\’ on making 
: China change its stand on human rights 
■ issues and towards libel or Taiwan 'nir> 
caused critics to question the policy of 
engagement and whether America was 
1 signing a losing bargain The tone of tlie 
criticism became shrill after Zemin left 
! Human rights groups, supporters of 
Tibetan and Taiwanese causes, and 
President Clinton's political foes, became 
' vehement in their criticism ot the policy. 

Wherever ho went, Zemin's visit was 
i marked by protesting groups. The most 
i visible were Free Tibet groups. Among the 
i largest demonstrations was the one 
i organised by the International Campaign 
; for Tibet. 

j Anti-Beijing sentiment was also 
I strong within the US Congress. After 
I Zemin had left, there were nine bills in 
1 the House opposing Clinton's policy of 
; engagement. Among them: ban of travel 
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lo the 11 *^ hv C'liinesi' olh'i i.ils iiivi)lvod in 
rt’lif>ii)us piT'-i-ciition and calling tor 
Taiwan to ho adniitlod lo \VI() holoio 
Chinii. I ho aKo appoinlod a spoiial 
oo'irdinator for Tibol 

Pending Problems 


0 |\' tho issiK- ot hnnian rights, /oniln 
did not respond witli Ihi' liiu tliat it 
was China's intoinal allaii, as has boon 
customarv so l.ir. A press (.onloronci attoi 
the siiinmil, on i Moboi 2.'-K I'A'/. saw 
spontaneous answers ot flu two loaders 
Zemin delendod llio niihtarv irarkdown 
on the liananmon Jeinonsiratnis and 
re|eetod iritieism ol human rights. Iho 
government, lii’ said, had t.ikon nocossar\ 
actions, aciording to law Chiilon 
responded bluntlv that on tlie issui- Chin.i 
was on the "wrong side ot iustoi'," and 
toleraiw 0 ol dissent would make the 
coiintrvstionger not w eaker Zemin stood 
his ground, sa\ing that his country 
attached more importaiue to political and 
social btiibi'itv huoMoeiitiate on Ov.oiioniir 
growth In the end. nobod\’ wt'ii and no 
conces.sions wen lorlluoinmg In'in the 
C hinese leadei 

/ernin was not wilhni; lo I'lidgo an 
inch on Filn't and ».lete:i:U-d his country's 
actions bv romparing tin ooiipaliiin ot 
Tibet with the treeing ol i'Lnk slaies in 
till- I's.N. in the '• onledv late Nmin in the 
American t ivi! V\ar Lnnl the deiiiocialii 
reliirmot bin*', libel w is a leudal sV'ti'in. 
a Ibeoiiaic l.iintea bv slavi Zeinii'. 
defended them I upiilioii >'i liiieitw saving 
that tliereloimsiiiliodiio d bv tliec binesr 
had treed one ■' '!liou si'iis ,i|id slave'- 
tlirough |)eaeeliil ir.e.ins ' llisioric.ii 
advaiues js smiv ,,iiaio; I 'lleii baik" 
he said 

Human Rights 

Z IVIIX reptaiedh slie-seil dial the 
uiman iiglas ol the t hinese I’eople 
had improv ed n ith tlie rapid rise of In mg 
standards in the .oiinliv. Ik.Tore loud and 
clothing wen- eusnievl loi ll.e people, the 
en)ovmcnt ol otb.-i riglds would be 
theoretical. Smie iconomn giowlh had 
reduced the number ot people' living 


bi'low the poverty line, from 2S0 million 
lo sO milliem, their human rights had 
ini reasi'il Zemin said that his coiinlry was 
entitled to its own values and its own 
delimtion ot a good geivernment 

v)n laiwan, the US said that it 
reatlirmed its i ommilmeni to the' principle 
ol "one C hina" hut reilerale'd its desire to 
sc'c peaeehil reunification between the 
mviml-md and laiwan C’hina was non- 
cnmmitlal ami ki'pt its option I'l using 
iorei', it iieii'ssarv, opi'ii It indireitly 
warni'il L'S.A against mleiienng m the 
ma'K'r 

C hina, howevc'i, elid eoneede a little' 
It treed vlissidenl VVei Imgsheng alter IS 
wars in prison. (Uheriiissidents now have 
the hope ol ge’tting release'd, with die L'SA 
raising, the issue at e*ach mevling. Dome slie 
politiis reegiire that Clinton is seen to be 
standing up tor moral issues. C’iiina loo 
undeistands this will niiike sure' that it 
keeps di'ing siimi'thmg lo keep American 
I’re'ssure at bay, e'ven though it considers 
till' human right-, issue i|s mic'rnal 
mailer 

What it moans for India 

111- L S-i hiiia simimit was geneialh 
well U'u'ived bv C hina’'. neighbours 
Some observer’, lelt that emboldened bv 
its imp!o\e".i relitioiis with U‘s,-\, C.hina 
would becoiii'c more aggiessive with 
reg nil to di'-puti"- w !tb n. i);hlnniis India 
h.ul nothing to sav an.', h.is been silent on 


the Tibet issue. Hut with changing 
equations, perhaps the time has eoine to 
do some serious thinking about the 
growing intluenee ol C’hma When two 
I'lephants start lo dei a danci', it is ditlicuit 
lor the grass lo remain iitin-aligned It is 
about time that India learnt this. 
Moree'ver, w ith Cliinese inaiket.-s opening 
up lor the Americans, it wenikl be 
inereasingtv ditficull li'r India to get a 
sliaieol Ivireign mvesimeiil, weiglie.l as it 
is with a heavv biiieau. r.icv 

There is eMiise ol cou,eiu Kir India 
that nuclear reactviis are being si'ld to 
China alter it ugieed to slop helping, ii m 
Hut there is nothing Ilia! slops n fioio 
supplving nuclear equipment tvi I'akistan 
Hv agr.'enig to China's elemaiui the I b \ 
has igiK'ivd regional slalulilx- India must 
lake a sl.i.id on -aich is-ues, it its uileiest-, 
are iii'l lo lu' igni'red .illogeihe! hv the 
two povvers. Yet, 'beie .ire m. signs that 
anyboilv is nolmng iliese ti-. i'vl, v it'ii;’ 
the' liiilian governinenl 

I’eihaps till ausvvei is to iiun. i 
C llinese pi.||. e ludl.l 1-'.' ll.is l ' ege 
market i.od the. is the le.'son tl. ■! 1 w 
altitude has i h.ingej. a' w i \ijei,; i,. 
the mee iing 'I'e tween I’l.!!..- ^!l:!’sle: 
-■(jnir.il .li'.i ITesiileii! ( liiii.in i .irlii I 
also nei'ils to be moii' ,iggies'.ivi in li ■ 
ioreigii p.'lKV iina c.ilnu..'t'' 
eoneerns iiui till' -ole o! .i iigi.i's ! 

powej ,ii le.isi ;ii,.t lii'.i.'u ll.■.'■lg'-iiiiimd 

should be a leaiMir.;; poiii; toi liviia.. 
liipK'iiiais 



Commerce and a ceremonial visit 

t-'iosidcnl Jiaruj's '.msii to USA mav have tieen a suoie-.s tiui the A.-eeiK.ai- nieeli,! './js iiunj 
I e.!ie,.jiriud with the stock '!i:irk--;l tuunoil As tlie '-’ri'f.riaol rPri(,li{i..i the- 'vVImt; Heiuso US i ii 
Be'..e've chan man Al.m fircenspan st!irlt’'l his io()uiar asoossfiipril -Jt the i-'eMiioniv ■vi’iei'-' .■'i-s 
wai' iiaci., )'./erarie ot ifir, hislnnc »isit on :i spia scrpijii b'ji wen’ niuio inloiesteet i" l!.e ot eremic 
rcjcocis 

'liltI,mg or. to the lino publicity the '/isii would piovidu, Hollywood releasoi! Ihip.u lilins 
Sevn/i V'o.irs in Tibot'i, about an Austrian niountaineer wtio befiiended the Daiai Lriina, Rue 
Ce.'.'inrwas about an Amaiican tiusine.sbman acciisod ol murder ir. Beijii.ej 11.e iilm fHatonji) the 
popular actor Hichaid Gere whe is on advocate ol Tibetan independpocp Ttio Ihiid film was an 
Tilifctan epic Kundur, The lilriis are unlikely to ever find a way mte Ciima 

Zemin's defcnelinf) his Tibet policy by comparing it with fioning ol Iho slavea in the US may 
iiC lia'A bef-'.i fully apt but drove home the point that every nation tias its own history Would 
ttie US take up tlie Tibet issue at alP The films would soon ba forgotten b'Jt the guvernments 
on eact. side would not rock 'he boat by bringing up such issues l-iom now on, Chinese interests 
would be safeguarded by tlie companies which will get the huge Chinese orders for airplanes 
or nuclear reactors Commerce! certainly wins ovor ceromonial matters 
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Easing of Monetary Policy 


As expected, the Reserve Bank of India j 
(RBI) announced a forword-lookins and | 
growth-oriented credit policy for the busy sea- | 
son of the current financial year in (^'■lober, | 
1997 Aimed at boosting up the industry by , 
making more credit uoailable at lesser rate of \ 
interest and integrating the financial mar- '■ 
kels, the neai credit policy used several inon- ! 
etary policy measures to hand over a jubilant , 
package to the industrial houses, and an as¬ 
sorted one to the banks Considered us a step¬ 
ping slone/or the impending Capital Account 
Conoertibilily (CA(') of the riijiee, the iiew 
monetary polu y is also viewed as a step 
towards inlegration with global mirkels 

Distinct Features 

T FIF, now crwlit jiolicy tor the busy scj- 
son has Ira-d to out-roach almost every 
aspect of monetarv management. While 
most ol the measuies were on the oxpei ted 
lines, vet some experts feel that the aggres¬ 
siveness vc'ith winch the measures are 
sought i.) be implemented, is suiprising 
^ There are many bi'ld initiatnes which 
would go a long wav in easing the mon¬ 
etary policy More lendable tunds would 
be available in lire system which would 
certainly rejuvenate the corporate sector, 
with lesser iirterest rates. As a sec]uel, many 
banks have immediately lowereci their 
Prime Leirding Rates (PLR), motivating the 
industry to seek more loans and increase 
their business. 

As an important measure, the bank 
rate has been reduced to 9 per cent from 
existiirg 10 per cent. RBI also deregulated 
interest rates completely on the' domestic 
term deposit, and partially done away with 
the existing administered rale of lending 
for amounts over Rs 25,000 to Rs 2 lakh 
The interest rates on all deposits over .10 
days, which were earlier restricted by 8 
^ per cent figure upto I year, have completely 


been deregulated now. Bank rate as a i 
monetary policy measure was recently j 
adopted in April 1997 slack season credit j 
policy when it was brought down from 12 i 
per cent to 10 per cent. | 

Another landmark measure is to re- 1 
dijce the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) to 8 
per cent from 10 per cent All the sched¬ 
uled commercial banks (excluding the 
Regional Rural Banks) are now required j 
to maintain witli the RBI a CRR ot 8 per | 
cent of their net demand and lime liabili- | 
lies. Ihe reduction in the CRR would not 
be abrupt, but would take place in eight 
phases of 0.25 per cent each, spread over 
a five-month period. This measure alone 
IS expected to release a hefty sum of Rs 
9h00 crore to tire lendable resources ot the 
.scheduled banks, at the rate of Rs 1200 
Liore in each phase ot reduction ot the 
CRR The process is expected to be com¬ 
plete bv Man'll 28, 1998, but this time 
schedule may be altered keeyiing m view 
the moiu'tarv and price situation at that 
point ot time 

Rationalisation ol the btatulory l.i- 
cjuiditv Ratio (SLR) is another important 
leature ol the new credit (lolicv. SLR, 
which Ls expected to be maintained by all 
the scheduled banks (except the RRBs) 
had a complicated slab system. Now, with 
etlect from CVtober 25, all the scheduled 
commercial banks are required to main¬ 
tain a unitorm bLR of 25 per cent ot tlicir 
entire net demand and lime liabilities. The 
j multiple prescriptions ot the SLR have 
! been withdrawn. This has not only sim- 
: plified tlie procedure, but lias also released 
, si'me additional sums of money into the 
I economy. 

The policy pays adequate attention 
I towards widening tlie foreign exchange 
I markets. A greater leeway has bt'en al- 
I lowed on the borrowing side. Overseas 
! borrowing limits of the banks are now- 


linked with the strengtli of the concerned 
bank. Banks have been allowed to open 
offices abroad without RBTs approval, 
with a view to improve the inflow and 
outflow of the foreign exchange. Banks are 
also allowed to finance overseas pint 
ventures and the subsidiaries ot Indian, 
companies. 

Si'veral measures have been taken to 
liberalise the capital account. Tarapore 
Comnuttee on CAL. had made several rec¬ 
ommendations, which the government 
had undertaken to implement in a phased 
1 manner, Lxporters and the foreign ex- 
I change earners are now allowed to retain 

■ 50 per cent ot their exchange earnings in 
; FFFC accounts 100 per cent Fxport-On- 

■ ented units would contmue to have the 
existing limit ot 70 per cent Mi'reover, 
Indian project exporters will no longer 
have to approach Ihe RBI for prior aji- 

1 proval foi a variety ot purposes while 
c'^eciiting pro|ecls abn.ad 

The authorised dealers will now 
have the delegated po'.vei's with them 

■ in this regard, ( orporali"- are now- 
allowed to open oftices abroad w ithout 
prior approval ol the RBI While the 
authorised dealers w ill hav e tlw power 
to make expenditure im tins anount 
without any limit, other corporates will 
have limits fixed related to their 
turnovci Moreovei, the banks abroad 
will be allowed to provide credit 
facilities to Indian joint ventures and 
whc-lly-ownt'd subsidiaries there, 
l-'inaily, SFBl registered Indian fund 

; managers, including the Mutual Funds, 
, will be allowed to invest in overseas 
markets sub)cct to SFBl guidelines 

Bridge loans, which were earlier done 
I away with, have been reintroduced in 
view of many representations received. 
Banks may now provide bridge loans to 
, companies against expected equity Hows/ 
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issiii's. Financing iit trade and services 
have been recommended to be 
considered favourably by the banks In 
addition, trade services like hotel and 
computer software are recommended for 
better loan facilities. As against the 
present limit of 6 vehicles (road as well 
as water), (he banks have been asked to 
finance upto 10 vehicles per person, to 
be treated as priority sector advance. 
Earlier, bank advances upto Ks 3 lakh 
were treated as pnoritv sector ads ant es 
in rural and semi-urban areas. With a 
view to enhance the flow ot funds to¬ 
wards housing in rural and semi-urban 
areas, it has been decided to enhance this 
limit to Rs 5 lakh. 

Broad Measures 

T HF new credit policy is not merely a 
routine credit policy aimed at enhanc¬ 
ing the flow of tunds m the system It 
has taken various measures with a view 
to strengthen the financial reforms. It is 
more of a monetary policy and gives a 
recital oi tlic existing economic condition 
of the economy. While admitting lor the 
first time that the economy is 
experiencing a slow-down, the 
government !.■= hopeful of a reasonable 
level ot economic giowth in coming 
months The grow th rate of the tlDP is 
now expected to In around ‘i to n 5 per 
cent fur the current financial year. 

The monev supj’lv (M,) for tlie v ur 
rent financial vear is .iruund 1'’ per cent. 
The total increase in Vlpvas Rs .32,02^ i roiv 
upto CXtobcr lli, as com['ared to an 
increase ol Rs 41,373 ernre during the cor 
rx'sponding period of Wh-'-)7 t)ne ol llie 
plus points has been that there is a signili- 
lant decline of Rs 3‘>(i4 crore in nel RIJI 
credit to the Central government upto 
October 1W7. m coniriisl with an increase 
of Ks fvtSb crore during the same period in 
the previous linaiicial vear. It has been 
experienced mainlv due to the large in- 
crea.se in iin esinu-n 
rities by the banks 

banking sector has also expeiiemed 
an uptrend. Tiie aggregate deposits of the 
scheduled commercial banks experienced 
a huge increase of Rs 38,028 crorc upto 
October 10,1997, .is against an increase of 
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Rs 28,131 crore during the comparable 
period of 1996. Food and non-food credits 
grew smartly over the previous year's 
level. Asset portfolio mix of the banks has 
undergone a discernible shift and the 
banks have placed increasingly higher 
emphasis on investment. Upto September 
26, 1997, investment of banks in bonds, 
shares and debentures issued by the I’SUs 
and private lorporatc sector increased by 
Rs 8315 crore, as against an increase of Rs 
12.59 crore in the corresponding period last 
year. 

It has been observed by the credit 
police document that during the past 
about a year and half, there has been a 
declining trend in the interest rates. 
I'I.Rs ot the Public Sector Banks, as well 
as the foreign banks operating in India, 
have gradually come down. Interest 
rates of maturities and instruments have 
also lallcn. This, as per the RBI, reflects 
comtortable liquidity position ot the 
system brought by the lactors like 
reduLtion in the CRK, persistent growth 
ol deposits and resultant credit creation, 
low rate ot indation and reduction in 
the bank Rate. 

The policy dm unient also admits de¬ 
celeration in the growth of exports and 
imports during the first half of the current 
finantial year I he result has been a slug¬ 
gish growth rate of industries. During 
April-August 1947 the exports have risen 
marginally over the previous war, while 
the imports ha-. e gom- up bv 7 6 per cent 
The lialaiue of pavnieiit position, how- 
e\ er, has sl.a’ngthened and the stock ol 
foreign turrenev assets lias iisen from 
5 22 4 biillion in end .March 1997 to li 26 1 
billion by October ID, !947. 

Evaluaiion 

T ill! credit cum monetary policy has 
taken into consideration the economy 
as a whole and taken certain bold initia¬ 
tives 10 arrest the on-going slow down in 
the economy. Many measures are linked 
with the operation of banks while others 
lake into consideration important mon¬ 
etary policy instruments. The broad twin 
objective has been to render the availabil¬ 
ity of credit at cheaper rates to the indus¬ 
try, as well as to enhance the overall avail¬ 


ability of credit. The multi-pronged ap¬ 
proach to the monetary management is 
likely to achieve its objectives. But the 
question is: whether the availability of 
cheaper credit would boost up the growth 
of the industrial sector? lo name a few 
other related factors, environmental fac¬ 
tors, international competitiveness, inter¬ 
national demand, infrastructural facilities, 
government policies and procedures, flow 
of foreign funds and technology greatly 
influence the performance of the indus¬ 
trial sector. 

Trade and Industry experts are skep¬ 
tic about the immediate release of funds 
to the system. It is fell that reviewing the 
existing arrangements could possibly lake 
slightly longer period ot lime and much 
credit mav not be available to the trade 
immediately 

It is expected that most ot the mea¬ 
sures being long-term in nature, it may 
take about an year before the 
augmented tunds are available Flow 
ot funds Inun the banking .'•vstem to 
the commercial sector cannot be taken 
only in ternij of release of credit but 
also in terms of investments m the 
instruments, which mav take nuah 
longer time 

The new policy mainly pins its 
hopes ol suieess on the stabilitv ot the 
price level. A stable level ol prices Iv Ips 
in maintaining a slahle domestic 
environment Maintenance ol low 
inflation rale generallv leails ti' 
dampening ol inllalionc.rv expectation.s, (| 
which. 111 turn, paves the way lot lower 
interest rates. Reeling under the 
pressure of upw.ird revision ot admin- 
iiJcred prices, if the price level starts 
rising, it mav be difficult to miinlain 
low interest rales. Deregulating the 
interest rate is a forward-looking step 
and would help the banks to make own 
assessment ol their creditors and 
debtors in a more objective manner. If 
would also introduce a degree of 
('ompetitiveness among the public sec¬ 
tor banks, who have to brace themselves 
up to face a stiffer challenge being posed 
by flu* private and foreign banks. The 
new credit policy, thus, appears to be a 
stepping stone for a host of other 
financial sector reforms. i 
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DGP SUCCESS PACK FOR 
GENERAL STUDIES 


SuecBBt Hormone for conilldMtM oppoaring In Cantral CM! Sarvicos, 
State CIvtt Servlcee A other Exama, Primarily prepared tor General Studlea, 
the books are helpful tor optional eubleets aleo. Recommended for 
thorough grinding and high acoring. 


1. U.P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination 
.GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-1997) Rs. 9CL 


• Helps you to know the standard & type ot questions set in the exam 

• Makes you understand the percentage of questions setfweightage given to 
various aspects of General Studies viz. General Science, Geography, History, 
Indian Polity & Economy, General Mental Ability, Current Affavs etc. 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before your actually lace the exam. 

• Acts as an eye opener and helps yc. judge the Standard of Objective 
Questions given in vanous books. 


2 . QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs.lSO: 


A boon tor Non-Science (even Science) Students. 

» SYNOPSIS i.e Short Study Material • Science Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
AnswerQuastions* AIIBaelcScienliflcLawB, Principies&Concepts explained 
• 3S00 Ob|eellve Mulliple Choice Questions (Queelione from PREVIOUS 
YEARS' PAPERS incorporated). 

XQUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-Worid & India Rs. 1 


• SYNOPSISije.StudyMaterialcoveringAslronomical,Physical,Human, Economic, 
Phytogeography, Zoogeography (World & India) with nelevant data, diagrams, 
charts & maps • Geography Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answer Questions 

• Gloeeary—explains Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions—(Questions from Previous Years' Papers incorporated) 


4. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 150 


H 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers included 

• Synopsis *300 Short-Answer Questlonc •2S00 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts etc. 


5. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN POLITY Rs. 120 

. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


• Modal Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers 
incoporaled •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary o( Important terms 


6 . QUESTION BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs.120; 

• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers 
included •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


7. QUESTIONBANK-GENERALMENTALABIUTY Rs.120 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples A explanations covering 
Reasoning (Logical, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation, Numerical 
Ability, Graphs, Tabulation, Mensuration, Basic Applied Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry A Statistics • Objective Multiple Choice Quesllons 
Packing A Postage Charges for Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) Rs. IS 

Total 

Pick up any book published by us Priced upto Rs. 100/- and 
we will send It FREE with our Q.S. Success Pack (Rs. 975/-). 
However, if you want a book/books priced above Rs. 100/- 
Please add the balance amount only. For Example : G.S. 
Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) Rs. 975/- Suppose you want 
C.C.Publlc Administration Rs. 20a/-Totaf Rs. 1175/-you may 
remit Rsf. 1075 only. 

Note: All the above books ate available separately also. 


' PloaBO romlt the Full amount (Price ot desired book/books plus 
Rs. 10 tor one book and Rs. IS tor two or mors books tor packing 
and postmfs) by M.OJBmk Draft 

* Books will be sent by Regd. Book Post only. No VPP orders. 

• Write Name A Full Address on U.O. Coupon In CAPITAL LETTERS 


DGP Success Plus Books for 
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 


1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Ra. 150 

Model Paper * Study Material * Over 1800 Objective Queatlone. Pages over 
300. Author: S.B. Mathur, G.B, Pant Polyischnic Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Rs. 200 

Thrss Model Papers * Study Matsrial -«■ 375 Short-Answer Questions *■ Over 
1700 Objective Questions. Pages VIII * 436 

Author: S.C. Bhatla. Industrial A Educational ConsuHanl. 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOOY Rs. 150 

Thrss Model Papers * Study Material * 2000 Objective Questions. Pages 
IV + 227. Author; Sukant Mishra, Gold Medalist 

4. COMPLETE COURSE— MATHEMATICS Rs. 180 

Two Modal Papers 4 . Essential Study Material, Solved Examples A Over 1500 
Objective Questions. Pages VHI 4- 326. Author: Ranjana MIehra, Foreword 
Prof. D.L. Jeln, Professor ot Applied Mathematics end Head el the Dept, of 
Mathematics, Faculty ot Mathematical Sciences, University of Delhi. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. ISO 
Three Model Papers 4- Detailed Study Materiel 4. Short-Answer Questions 4 
Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500. Author: Ms Mira Pattartaik. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE— LAW Rs. 150 

Three Model Papers 4- Study Matsrial 4- 120lmportanl short-anawsr quesllons 
4 2000Objective Questions. PagesVIll 4 260Author: $.K. Sharma, Advocate, 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 200 
Two Model Papers 4. Exhaustive Study Matertai4'2000 Objective Questions > 
Gloaaary, PagesVIll 4-490 Authors:MsNeeraChaudhryMA., AP.K.Nayak 
M.A., LL.B. (University of DMhI). 




REAL BOOST to score a higher rank. The book contains : 

• Ample Study Material. 

• 5000 Obj. Multiple Choice Quaations (About 20°; questions are Assertion/ 
Reason and Matching types, based upon the pattern of Civil Services Prel 
Exam), Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS incorporated. 


2. QUESTION BANK—SOCIOLOGY Rs. 180 


S Model Papers incorporating Questions from Previous years' papers. 

• Synopsis I e Sluoy Material relating to Basic Concepts (Society, Culture, 
Social Groups. Status. Role, Norms. Values), Kinship, Marriage, Family, Social 
Stratitication, Types ot Society, Sociology of Econonucs, Political institutions in 
Society. Social Change (Social Mobility) etc. 

• 5000 Objective Multiple Choice Questions. • Glossaiy. 


3. QUESTION BANK—COMMERCE 


Rs. 240 


S Model Papers incorporstlng Questions from Previous years' papers, 

• Study Material cevemig Accounts, Auditing, BusinessOrgar'isaiion, Management 
and Company Law S 3000 Objective Quesiior.s (Multiple Choice. True, False. Fill 
in the Blanks etc) • Glossary • Commerce Review 

Precise Study Material I.e. Synopsis + Ten Model Papers 
(1200 Objective Questions). Questions from Previous Years’ 
Papers Incorporated. 

1. PSYCHOLOGY Rs.75 4. POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs.75 

2. SOCIOLOGY Rs.75 5. ZOOLOGY Rs.50 

3. ECONOMICS Rs.75 


-i i 


1200 Objective Multiple Choice Questions. Questions 
from Previous Years’ Papers are included. 

1. BOTANY Rs. 40 2. COMMERCE Rs. 45 
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Ihe Role of the Media today 


T HF nugic of Uk' piimcti vvunl diui the 
mesmerism ot the visual media 
thoii}’h apjiiMi'ing (ir seeminj; to \ ie with 
each other Ie oceiipv the paramount 
position, are llie Ivvi- taiets equally 
relevant and revealmj; in the fast chan^iiiR 
world ot fvidav. IVitliout cutting into each 
other's area of opeiation, the media best 
Starves the interests ot lliose w)io see them, 
not as i.r.iss (iimpetitors hut as comrades- 
in-armsseriouslv coraiTiitted toevposeand 
explore those areas ot human stri'ni^ths 
and Stupidities that coinpiise the entire 
gamut ol lite 

I ike the rnightv human mind, media's 
reach i ..ist and ns roll '.leore.iis In llie 
eonlex! ot pnseiil--d.i\ nalities. hotli 
pleasant and paintui, li-..' question that 
tremble, nu'st right thinking per-'ons i- ■ 
Ifoes till midia tod.iv lultil the role .>: 
San!a\d,desiribir.e liu’^t.iteo! atfairs to a 
popiil.itior. as blind amt iielpless as 
Phirtrashati.i.’ Is the media the ring in the 
nosi. Li tile I'uli. being iis.’d I - lead the 
masses :Ci tin vtirection people in power 
wain tlKlll to N led’ Working under 
con.ilramts, the mcdi.i iocs pl.iv the n le 
.)i sepe/ating the v.lu-at ie.im the il-.iif 
and till '■esultaul eNiK'-.uie d.'es eauso a 
lew ripples 'll h ■■ rnurl ■. wateis ot pc'lb'.. 
vvhi til!! the s-edop rt'i.ni's !<' .'uiniptii i:, 
violii'.i -e 'I human i'gilts, cxpluitufion o! 
the w '.v;.-'r an.l dLsposse^si,. i ■ egments ot 
sodefv.);; ‘i' lai act'\ ism m.o be attributed 
t'l some. stent to ini esiigafive luiirnulisni 
t.r visual capiiirin'g oi s.'rdid .s.enes that 
the mccli.s I'ublisiu-s or han.smils, as the 
e.'.se ma', be. Many skiiet'.'Os in Ihe 
epb,,'iid- see tlie light-a ibt ..l.t) simp!\ 
bfiaiisi s..inii- pi-isuns cliallenge the 
ptivvers-that-be .imi i.ome .ml with 
sl.artlm!,; sei mts tji.it j.ave be-'n allowed to 
rmuiln liidden or eoiieealed n.i.lei the 
VI rajis. 
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The role to inform, educate mad stir 
the conscience of the masses is unique and 
' unequal. Joiimaiists and others associated 
With the media mav find their role cut out 
for them in the fields of news, views and 
; reviews, hut their timclions or 
contrihutions in the large socio-economic 
and souo-mltural context have changed 
inanifoLl. In lre<- societies, the media is 
supposed lo meli..ulously meet the 
cliallenges throwm up e\ erv moment, w ith 
lOiiragc and conviction Of course, there 
is no denying the fact that on manv 
occasions the danger of their freedom 
heing curbcxl or coiiditionc'd bv subterfuge 
or subtle dangling (>f carrot and slick 
poiicv, keeps naiiging over their hcaiis 
Meoi.i. even when it h.is now iiecome 
an induslrv like am uthei. should never 
lose n.. iMs..ionarv character. It is always 
iiji egaiiv-i m.iiu odds, at home and 
abn .ad, and, like a c(>nsisleiit i rus.ider and 
camp.iigiier it has to fight manv a hullle 
on niaiiv fii'nts suOi js pohlnai an.l 
cionomic begi inoiu ol some nation- 
Nates env ironmenl il degradation, drug- 
tralticking .nu! Urroiism, preservation 
and ] iv:t‘-cfi'>n of denioc.'a. v and hum.in 
lights 

I iwloul'tetily. die media needs 
(.eleli!.ties and vice versa. Though the 
law ellows the medi.i to I'urrow, prv, 
evposi piiblii jiersotiahlies, its role bi 
■ indulge in scandals fm fua or inonev, 
or both is bigiily queslKinablc and even 
imnioMl Such .m .iftempt on the pari of 
■j’apara n' in rceent times has alreaviy 
brought a had n.imc lo the media. 
‘ Money-making in an age of 
, consumerism is not the end lor which 
the media lias aciiiiired so much power 
and prestige, it’s role is rn't confined to 
vellow )ournalisni and sensalional 
scoops only. 


I . Tlic media does not function directly 
j as an instrument of social change—its 
primary role is to observe and describe 
' national and international issues 
objectively, «.'comincHlatiiig diverse views 
i without being dictatorial. Like anv other 
’ mirror, the state of the media reflects the 
, condition of the times. The media cannot 
i nmstrucl society—ihose whii believe this 
labour under an illusion. It the media 
follows a progressive path, being criticiil 
"• traditions and history, it must have a 
, clear mental picture of where its slant w ill 
. lake it and how this will influence the 
people. 

If dre.ss makes a man, exlraordinarv 
events make the media Where ev en angels 
fear to tread, some media men rush in lo 
cover—evenly like blomlv svenes and 
i armed lonfront.itions, i-v.-n at Ihe iisk i>i 

I 

Iheii lives. It o'ings iiili' l.ieus thcvse soie 
points ot ,t sivietv lhai have remaineii 
, ullerlv nigleeled as a resull ot soirn 
delault or design, because o! iN ejobai 
network, the media bruigs to the jvopie 

■ ihi itnmecliai V ol what is happening 
within and outside the national irontie's. 

■ If the vi'-iial meitia show s the ev.'iits and 
wilds the l uriosity of viewers, the print 
media informs and sjfia'es people's 
oppetite for more informatic'n and 

. know'ledge. All successful persons have 
to curry favouj with the media, hecaii.se 
it is the only channel, il properly 
' cultivalod, tlial i an go a long in ensuring 
their longevity on the political, cultural, 
sports and other horizons. None should 
dare antagonise it. It is the all-powerful 
i and all-pervasive deity that demands 
' attention and adulation for its unique role 
! in the lives ot one and all. Its influence is 
' i ike that of an icon, and those sitting pretty 
; safe in their ivory towers of glory and 
j grandeur can ill-afford to offend it. 



Do you always use (he right word? Can you 
pronounce it- and spell it correctly? Do you know 
how to avoid illitmte expressions? Do you speak 
gtamniaticaily, without embarrassing mistakes? 

If the answer to any of these questions is NO, you 
need our books ' No tricks, no mantras. Simple 
stcp-by-siepmethodology. Leatnlousc the language 
with great confidence and sure success. Develop 
your speech, vocabulary, spelling and writing with: 

Word Power Made Easy - 1997 80.00 

How to Read Better & Faster 160.00 

Dictionary of Correct Spelling 7 $.00 

Correct Spelling Made Easy 7$.00 

Better English 75.00 

instant Word Power 120.00 

Instant Spelling Power ISO.OO 

R. S.V.P. - Reading, Spelling, Vocabulaiy, 

Pronunciation, Book 1,2,3 each 60.00 

Roget's Thesaurus in Dictionary form UO.OO 

Rapid Vocabulary Builder SO.OO 

30 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary 50.00 

J;'-;■ 

Six Weeks to Words of Power 60.00 

Word Origins & their Romantic Stories 100.00 

. ^ ■'«).: . '. . «£.' 

w All About Words 75.00 

f How to Build a Better Vocabulary 75.00 

Questions you wanted to ask about Engiish75.00 

Thampson: Dictionary of English Idioms 100.00 
Diet, of Slang & Unconventional English 85.00 
Jerome A^l: Test Your Word Power SO.OO 
Levine; The Joy of Vocabulary 75.00 

David Muschell: Where in the Word 60.00 

S. R.I.: Speed Reading Made Easy SO.OO 

N. Rogers: How to Speak without Fear 75.00 
Rogefs Thesaurus in Dictionary Form 100.00 
M.Qupta;T1ie Wacky World of Words SO.OO 
Morgan : Handbook of Quotations 100.00 

UngciiKheidt; Webster English DiclionarySO.OO 


Murphy's Law dl othv Rtatota Why Thing* 

Go Wrong Books 1,2.3 each 50.00 

Now to Oraw people into Self-sianm 75.00 
Autobiography ofa Western Yogi 95.00 

DarwM: The Origin of Species 75.00 

I Miller; Dictionary of Dreams 95.00 

Bloomsbury (U.IC>:DictionaiyofSe)t 75.00 
L.C. Gupta; Know About Your Health 80.00 
LC. Gupta: Sex and Healtti in Hindi 60.00 


you Johii Ayto - Dictionary of Wmd Origins 160.00 

now Dictionary of Contemporary Slang 100.00 

peak Dictionary ofPhrase & Illusion 75.00 

s? Laurence Urdang • Dictiimaiy of Diflbrences7S.00 

ygy J. Green - Diet, of New Words since 1960 90i.00 

Dictionary of Popular Phrases 75.00 

yggg Bloomsbury; Dktionary of Quotations 175.00 

Thematic Dictionary of Quoutions 175.00 

with- Qu®“6on$: *Who Said What When* 150.00 

Martin Manser - Good Wiml Guide 75.00 

Bloomsbury; Crossword Lists 75.00 

Q QQ Dictionary of Science for Everyone 75.00 

o'.oo 

00 

' Essential infoniwtion in a nutshell, illusmied. 
e nn Dictionary of Biolo^ 60.00 

Dictionary of Chemistry 60.00 

!0.00 Dictionary of Physics 60.00 

0.00 Dictionary of Science 70.00 

Dictionary of Geography 60.00 

0.00 Dictionary of Maihetiuitica 60.00 

1 ) 0.00 Dictionary of Conqniters 60.00 

0.00 Dictionary of Medicai Terms 60.00 

0.00 Dictionary ofConArsible Words 60.00 

Dictionary of Quotations 70.00 

DictionaiyofSpelling 60.00 

0.00 Dictionary of the Environment 60.00 

HI.OO Pocket Hutchinson Encyclopedia 90.00 

Guide to Countries of the World 70.00 

:'Ji J.' Packet English Usage 60.00 

15.00 Pocket Quiz Book 60.00 

15.00 DlaionoiyofScienctfSlgstu) 356.00 

15.00 Dictionary of Difficult Wonis 125.00 

t\, . COYL SaaB; Dictionary ofSociology 100.00 

GOYLSaaB; Dictionary of Anthropology 12000 
00.00 GOYLSaaB; Dictionary of Psychology 100.00 

15.00 GOYLSaaB; Dictionary of Geology 100.00 
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Iwum-Sy-LniM inantetimia from Top Tost Coochotl 

An innovative concept in exam preparation. Aico's 
SuperCourses provide toul professimal coaching 
progranum containing the inside information, 
study plans, and lest taking strategies Uught in 
leading test preparation schools and institutes. 

Arco's SuperCourse GRE 375.00 

Arco's SiperCourse GMAT 375.00 

Arco's SuperCourse TOEFL 375.00 


Bloomsburv fUJC.1: Good HMith rtntii^ i*n no «*. 


Pocket French Dictionary Eng.4'ic.-Eng 
Pocket Geniian Dictionary Eng-Ger.-Eng 
Pocket Spanish Dictioniiy Eng.-S|ia-Eng 
Pocket Russian Dictionary Eng-Russ.-Eng 
Universal French Dictionary Eng-Fte.-Eng 
Univetsal Gemnn Dktioaary Eng-Ger.-bng 
Jifly Language Pack Ftench 
Jif^ Lmguage Pack Geman Pm* vcMOd 
//flctau.'Ficnch Made Easy (SwtMauuuq 




I. Indian History 2. Psychology 125.00 

3. Physics 4. Chemistry 125.00 

5. History of Indio 6. World Geography 65.00 

7. General Science 




BumstWorld Civilization (Ancient) 
BumatWofM Civilization (Medieval) 


Arco's GMAT 19^8 EDITIONS 
Arco's GRE 275.00 

Arco's TOEFL 250.00 

Area's TOEFL; with 2 cassettes 3S0.00 

Arco's SAT 295.00 

Arco's GRE; Engineering 125.00 

Arco's GRE: Computer Science 125.00 

Aico's GRE: Biology ISO.OO 

How to Apply to American Colleges and 
Uoivcrsitlcs (rant CmrSttim, tisni I SO.OO 

Pnttor.GMAT • Time Saver 175.00 

Potter:GRE Engineering ISO.OO 

^ •' ^ . .'y 

Created with the advice of over 2000 teacners and 
parents. This world famous General Knowledge 
Encyclopedia covers: English language, Fine arts. 
History, Civilization, Geography. Science, 
hfathematlci and Technology for the parents and 
children of Isi to 6ih standard. 

What your-1st Grader Needs to Know ISO.OO 
What your 2nd Grader Needs to Know ISO.OO 
What your 3rd Grader Needs to Know ISO.OO 
What your 4thGnderbtoeds to Know ISO.OO 
What yqur Sdi Grader Needs to Know 150.00 
What your 6th Grader Needs to Know 




Dr.S.P.Gupta; Medical Emergencies 175.00 

Hughs: News Writing, 4thedn. ISO.OO 

Undemanding Mass Communication 175.00 

Or LDAggawaltCuirent D.-ug Therapy 275.00 




1^21 GOYALSaaB Books 
ore aoailoblt at all leading bookshops. 
Far V.PF.-onlert. plesse wntc to. 

W.R. GOYAL 

PaMuheis 0 Outrihutors 
86 U.B. JAWAHAR NAGAR, 
Delhi-110 007 




































GiRVioarself 

Success 


"Mere suciess is one ot the worst 
arguments in tlie world ot a good cause, 
and most improper tei satisfy ronsrience, 
and yet in the issue it is the most i-l .ill 
arguments, and doe-, in a \er\ odd, nut 
effectual way, satisfy the eonsciences .)! 
great many men, hu ■ilu'irvi;; than then 
says lillotson 

Mark the underlined words. Tlw 
empliasis is ours I'oiause w'e want \ou t.' 
urderst.ind your own interest :n iile. It is 
the oiilv thing that opens the t.is., ini'.tiii;’, 
world tailed the win Id "t su. . iss 

(lilt .>1 the gn-ati'st t-iu.ses ot tailure 
in the life of the young, is their tendein\ 
til go hy \vhat others sav. Often, hy what 
parents want or wish The youngster's 
n.itural talent, desiie to become what he 
wants, are buried down under. Thus a 
girl who rouid be another Lata 
Vlangeshkar, becomes an "officer” in a 
gmernmont corpor.ition This is sueress, 
tor her parents, not herl 

Success means being s iceessful in 
your own chosen field of activity. What 
others want ot . x'pec t fiom vou, is no 
me<isure of your success. 

hverybody finds out, sooner or later, 
that success worth having is lounded on 
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piinciples ot personal psychology. 

That is why sueei'ss is counted most 
by those who never surceeded! New v ear 
is the time you give yoiirselt a precious-', 
gih—siicce-.'.s. 

Take stork of votir own situation in 
the new yeai. If vou have failed in the 
p.ist, have fcone into ihe .sliadows, tliis is . 
occasion to c.ime out of it and step mtn 
the brightness that success brings into its 
trail 

\Mth sound lesohc, it is possible to ' 
make your lile more >inressful. New vear 
is an .uispicious time to begin. So, take a • 
jilunge. Tomorrow may be toe kite. 

Worry is self-manufactured. In other . 
words, it IS a pc-s.simistii thinking which • 
we allow to dominate luir minds. ; 
Obviously then, freedom from worry is : 
merely a qiiiistion of thought-control. We ‘ 
refuse lo entertain defeatist <ind depressing 
thoughts in our minds The murky mind ■ 
is freed from its slough. 

It kc'eps yeur mind clear and gives i 
you more energy for doing so. Worry is j 
similar to keeping tin- engine of a car 
running all night while it is IcKked in the ; 
garage! In the morning it has consumed a • 
lot of fuel, tilled tlie place with poisonous i 


fumi*s find yet has not moved an inili. 

Worrv consumes nervous energy, 
releasis harmful secretions in the hod v and 
does nothing for solv ing diflu ulticis l-or 
that, clear thinking, and .ulion are 
lusressarv 

Iho-.e who leel they are ..fironic 
worriers could not do better than to soak 
lliemselves in a profusion of biniks vvrilien 
on this subjeil. It is a "sin" i.ot to make 
use of what is availalile lor the asking. 

Learn to discipline your thoughK, 
remember that things seldom turn out to 
be as had as you imagine. K< op your mind 
on what yon have rattier than upon what 
we* have not, 

t.hice you decide the ideals which 
appeal lo you particularly, what it is tor 
which you have natural gifts, by excluding 
most Ollier tilings and giving most ol our 
leisure to the subject of your choice, you 
can begin to excel in it. 

Read books you can obtain on the 
subject, take the right magazines and 
join the right institute. Knowing that 
you are something of a specialist, makes 
it easier for to respect yourself. It 
increases the prestige in which others 
hold you. 
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Vui nci'ii si'li-u'iilulfuti' VVillidiit 
this it i'' (.liHil'ltiil i! ','.'11 c.in be ciillfii 
'Mi'.u'sKtuI" I lU k ('! ..I'nlidenei' c<uii-eh 
\'('ii Id so\ '\i'" r.illv.'i" than "Ves" Id life 
^^Hl Jeelme, miss |1|Dn'DliDt('^ tind lo'-e 
on)o\ineiil aiiJ 'ialisla. tioii and i'en'im 
*-tali. , I’l'i'si'iiabl', isdeiuiiiui I..11 kol x'll- 
(•i nh(ieii( e means staL’,r.ali,in 

Id be nune snei'essiiil 111 liitnie lake 
sleps Id iiuriM.se sell i Diihdi'iu e I lu 
h'llDUM'i'; pDinlers Iv ip 

■ (\)ii.entrat'' .m ne tiiiii;; anti 
iK-i'Dinf \ei\ i^Ddd al il Jills, ,1^ we have 
saitl, will mdI diiK iu'li' vou to respeet 
VD'irsell, il will al'.i' him;', ".'.1 piesli;;e 
and respecl from I'llieis U w ill make \'i)u 
mere wanted and Dlliers w ill tume U' ten 
fnr help and ad\ i.'e 

■ M.tke a list dI iDur iiebievemenls 
and pDsiine t|ii.ilili(s I’liink abi'iii tlvse 
regiilariv and li'r;',el .ibi'iit tnur past 
tailiiit"; (tillers are not as ^ilUti as \dii 
! ma;;ine I'lieie is nn I'ninl m running 
yourself denvn. It von think small ot 
\oiirse'! I'thers Ihd. e.ill 

I iDii havi a Iremendiuis 
iinde\ elopi'tl pt'U ntial. VViliiam l.imes has 
said lhal an a\'era'.;e man iisesi'nlv ! 1 "’i,d| 
his real pDli'iitial Tap ilu- '■tl)" ■ anti see Ine 
niagii 

■ Lnnsid<'riiig tii.il we spenti abi'iit 
hall our waking hems earning Dur bread 
I'lid Inillei ,\e ..in b.iuib. ■-,e oui lives 
lire liill'\ siuies-,hil il we h.ive Id spenil 
fit'e per .'eiil ol it m .\Dik that lea', es ti-, 
dissal.slied, inislr, letl .intl niiserjbie It 
•v.Hi tiiid vou'-i’ll m ihi- |■■■.1s;Ul,n, 
i'l'lter.'.'l Itei Lild iii.i.i,.' O'e hit'ire more 
'i!i\,-.-sla! 1b.1i' lb" I-.1-; 

■ llilermiiu ' b.il work ',' ii 
tor'ss.let e.Diiid sai'sp, to'a aii'l l!un 
e,D .lii .'111 o! secure it Ibis rc.jinres 
I'Hii.i'ge ' It.'!ts iie\ t' j'.D w .1-te liDn .i 
easib..' bt pul iHt I.' diDuglils that it is 
too late ei that imi ,i'e Idd dKI I,nth 
lan iiiiwo niemil.iins and m.ike the 
Je'eil b|.e'..'in' 

M,i'l penple b,a,e .imbitions I Iv, 
'hirisb them in .e. ret but sddoni dale Ui 
believe ih.il ihev sb.ill a.hie'.i them A 
man sans ambiticn is lii..o a lileles,^ siatiie 

AmbilKMis, i'lDvitletl iIh'i thi luit 
CDnsiime vdu, should be lullilled Ihe 
eiimm'g veai (I'lild see some ambition 
realised or <it least ,i leiinite step taken 
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towards its re.ilisation Sired your 
ineitia (’,et going.! veil one lirst step in 
that direttion may revolutioni/c your 
life. 

You have l.uketl faith or 
imagination to elarily \’onr splendid 
\ ision. To fullil \ our ambitions you must 
liist make them delinile. Wnte them 
down -See them in black and white. 
Scan IrequeniK, wliat \ oii have written 
Keep the putuie ol tullilment cle.ir m 
your mind bogginess makes for 

torgeltulness 

Your nevt step is to see the 
intermediate phase lhal needs to be 
negotiateil belore \ our goal is re.iehed 
/\|ier that, go all out to fulfil phase 
line 

With courage and constancy, vou aie 
aide to tin this. Spiirre,! on be 
.uhievemenl. vou press on to phase two 
. 111.1 s(' on Within one vear, you find voui 
ambition lullilled. 

()iie ran quote instances ot main 
students who were determined to see Iheir 
n.iine in punt Initial re)eclion slips did 
not deti 1 them Thev I'lougliei,! (in the 
loiii'K lurio',',' f ventualh they broke into 
print Some ot them are well-known 
names .ind get frequent b\-lines. (Contrast 
them with those whi' think that w'lileis 
aie born I, 's inr nuHtC < 'In'ni itliah tiir 
I 11 /.'' 

There n.: life that is not entrangled 
with olheis Kubbing shoulders with 
.iilicis amstituu's a maioi pail of our 
'.v,il .ng bo.ii's 

It tollows that if we leain how to 
li \ c more h.11 monioiisl', v\ ith ollieis, vv, 
lie 'ing to add appieiiabU to our 
own b.appu'.ess ,iikI theretoie s'.ilCi'ss. 

\o III" c.in I'c called sueressful lliat is 
not in tile m.iin, well aUiusted and 
harmoninis 

()m' elemeiitarv prmeiple to observe 
IS t(i avc'.l criticism .ind complaint which 
otherwise results in bad relationships, 
i|iMrrels, dis,'opient, grudges and poor 
work 

Ibe leason for this is lhal mwl of us 
are sell-righteous w'ith quite unrealistic 
(onceptions ol oui own integrity and 
abilities. J'.ach ot us is lonvmced ol being 
always m the right 

When anyone atli'inpls to show us 


' otherwise, we resent il and send up iin 
' indignant selt-jnstilicalion and 
! recrimination. 

I This leads to what may be term as 
"mental starch". In other words, your 
mental rigidity prevents you from 
adopting new ideas which inturn blocks 
success. 

A certain amount (>f mental tle> iliihlv 
is the mark I't a siucesslul man. (.re.il 
■ writers, lor e.'cample, lieely adopt ideas 
from others .md star! from there (ieniiis 
does not evist in isolation. 

Inlelleetiial lacuiun le.ids to 
tossili/alion of the l.iculties ('.oethe once 
wrote to Schiller, "You have onu' again 
made me a poet whiih I had ce.ised to 
be," 

Another I'asu priniiple whi.Ti acts 
as a lubruant 111 the matter ol sue, ess is 
the generous use ol pr.ii'.c It is not 
sv( 0 ['haiii V til,it IS heingadv ocaled, but 
a keen ('bserv.ilioii ol anviluiig 
laudalile 

It IS s.id but triio that e bungei lor 
.ippreiialion but ,ire ni'gg.ird!'. 111 ;;iviiig 
It to I'llieis ,\ I om| .Imient [i.iid at the iighl 
m'lment, even lor a iritimg thing, m,w 
will a Ineod loi .1 life lime. Keinembei, 
lelusal t(' j’rai'-'' when' due, amount'- I,' 
> ensurel 

When we sIkiw .ippivi lalion and 
praise foi othee, j',ooOiu''.s, m..;nu<'rs iir 
achiei ements, we .ni meeting a basi', need 
williiii them whiili leaves them giatiliei' 

]Ill'll' hearts warm to "s in rc'sponse .md 
they becc'ine iiieiidlv and io-opeialwe 
II11S means \\e i l.iim success iii our 
dealm.gs. 

(.irping i ritKism ,>11 the olhei li.ind, 
hardens people tewards us and a. l< as a 
stumbling block in the palhol oursun.ess. 
I’raise wins ,1 friend whereas trilii ism 
lonveits even a friend into an 
adversary! 

The steady appination of tlies( 
pnnci|iies would result in your being 
more successful in the important and 
lar-reachiiig fields ot various 
activities 

j The f,'minis Trench writer 

' Rochefoucauld has said, "Few things are 
, impossible in themselves, and it is for 
want of application, rather than mcan,s, 
1 that men hiii ot success." 


DefecOons and Democracv 


Till' Aiili-Drfrrtinn Act im t'luictcil In 
i!ici.k ilfi'loinl iiiiilpiihlicf'< iiihl llnni 
.’I’.s'.rc,; Ini rlciicii n'l'n'ii'nlntu'C'- It "ini/ 
hurt' it-iillnl in li'wri ilrh'i inni', ri Ihr 
indwiriiiil tcrrl ly.il //ns net ;'.r,'-nit ,l 
/(i/i/i/z/iy III •^nmnnii'nl:- iliul lin.-'^f Ihiiuir' 
Til,- I'i'iin' hrfn,,;lit in Hit iiin,'lii,;ht ■.iiifi 
ii,;"!n hji Ihr ir, rnl hnpiH niirp' n LUim 
Tiii'h-th, irlu'ir n :,iii>r nnnh'rr ii/ h‘^i',hil''i ■■ 
•,,i.l.lh-tl l•'\|■lllll■’ In nnn Ihr hihinn 
• ,tliiiii" ivhirh ,:'‘h thru i",]!iinilt'il Inui.nii; 
I'l.ithilr till Ihv'i- H'ltn lititl -iijipnrtftl Inin 
i . ii'iV inin, r ,:-.i ■ intuit' n ll.■tt nri 1/ nf. ir nrr-J 
h-- inhii-hn.--^ .rrri'rrt',ilr,l knhi.tn 

Ihinp !1 tiiiinx I'nn'. lor Ihr njii'rr' 
irntir’,,' 

''"‘If „,f .1 hl,itiiiii ,)/ Ji:;-i„, rir 
I'trn! ni'ihn- K'l tt.i,'Hir! 'i.i-d/i i'ik/ ri> 
l |i/ .n'ji,-,' lV;i- III!- i'rhik'.mr I'lliii III 

nil! till,",It.I i'l’ nl'.nrrit'’ 

Mr A (’>ni’ of ;h(> llimi’,', lh.1l .11.' .1 


blot on our drmoi'r.icv .iro dofoi lions, 

01 lh(’ .u ! ol iidvinj; om piihlii.il pjrU 
to loin .inotlnT I’copic i li-.'! lln-ii 
ii [ n'M'ol.ilii i". on 111!' I'.is!'- ol iluii 
pKifossi'd (lolit'ls. ■on,niil-ni 11! to .1 
i.iiiH'Oi iii( hn.imni ihi'ili^in.n 

ol the pooplo wliin thi'ii kMiloi 
up llv Guisc . 111.1 loins .1 p.ii ts .vlii. Ii 
in.u prolc’ss ov.i.'llv llu'opi'ositi- lor 
lAiimpIo cl poison -.vl’o in.i\ h.iio 'vi.i; 
olo'.'tion-" on ihi I'.isis ot .m .mti- 

i ininiMn.!l st.iud in.i\ .ros.- tlio li.'.n 
.ill'.! |uui .1 hi.il,mill .'oniinun.il p.ul\ '.ii 

ii 11'liiinunist ni.i'. .iriio.' i.i joni h.nids 01 
lon.l siipi’orl to .1 lOcililioii .)t p.'rtm-. 

0. hi.’h lin lmlo sl.iuii.'!i .int'-i oninuiniMt'' 
ll.'iA tins not iimo.i'il |o huMoli 01 Ini'.! 
iinp.'^i'.l 111 iho lo-uloi l)\ tlio po.ipio 
who \.itoil toi luni^ 'li't, iho pooplo i.in 
do nolliiiiL', and liaio to 'a.iuI, 
holpks.'h as lIioii in.io.l.ilo is niioasou 
to oht.un pooiiniai'. hoiioiits Inun 


(ipposiii); p.irtu". Tills h.v- hippon. d 
timo .Hid ap.iiin to mu u'linliv In ll.i. 
lalosl i.iso, I'll.ir I'nido'.li lo.idoi 
K.iKan Suii’h looT tho iiolp .'I .l.-iodois 
tioin Iho t'ono.i'oss p.irts t.' tonii his 
no.ornniont IVoplt" who vioro uniior 
hitloi oiioinios ol tlio nil’ hatl non 
p,.il!iorod I'ohuid it to lonn tho (^owin- 
inont Tliov woio n-wardod loi thoir 
jionid. Ill tho po.'plo ot L'lt.n' rrailosh 
v.ho .otod loi iho till’, hoivo\or, it iiiu'jt 
h,i\o I .'1110 iis ,1 ludo sho. k to soo tho.i 
hopos ol ,1 I loan .idniiiiisli.ilion hoiii^ 
d.'shod 1.1 l|ic oioiin 1 and lo-s.'o iho 
s.iino i'i;;i ii .it t .'njin'ssnu’n u ino to 
powoi wim ii.id iii'on ni.uom.ili'.od in 
Iho oloi lions The'p,Hilt is .'.hai . an ho 
lIoiio .il'Oiit this’ sliould ll" .\nti 
Dolostion \o'ho s....ppoii o|-..lamid it 
ho ina ii in.'u siimo.'iit' \'liiiin;s 
sl.iiiil. It ,i.). . i,..; r.i.illor -..iii.h p.'ilv 
iioKls 1 i'''li d.'i'.- I'o c.oi alv..U' 
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di‘ltHt hiU'i .iH'l join .!n\ pirlv lh<U |\iv^ 
jnciru 


MrB V'li li>)Vi' painti'il .1 l)l(’iik 
-.il'imiii’ bill 1 >if;t(r ,villi noli liiiil 
iliini;'' .in' I'lii ol miiln'l HhI.u, iH'litir.il 
bi'lii'ls I'r iJi'i'iiij;v tie luM m.itlvr \ 
pi'isoil lll.n tli'JU cli'i'lidll'' nil Hill' isslK’ 
iiik! niJ',' bi'i'oiiii’ 0 iiiiiiisk'i on .i 
fiiounJ Ihiit !ot.il|i .ip)'(vik' (hv 
poopiv wlu' \Oil'll loi him iirv no ilniibt 
clii'iilctl I Ihink llu'ti' slioiiki bi- .i 
nK' 1 'hiini-.in ti' pn'vt'nl '.urh l!iiiif;r. liom 
hiippming. liu' Anli-lii'li'vtion Ail, 

IWs, wti'i L'liiirli'il pti'iM'li lor this 
rc'iiM'i'i. It noiv iorm,- llu' 1 ( 1 ' Shcii-jli' 
of thi' C onstiliiuon. willi now pio\ I'.ioii'- 
to Arlido'. 101 , ICC. biO.iiul bU 


.Aoooulint; to Ilii;» Ait. Joloclioiis .oulil 
bo ii'n''idoroil lojiiti'iioto onl\ imIIi tiio 
I'linsont ol ono-tl'.iii-l ol tho p.irlv 
li'^isl.ilors This hiis. no il.r.il'l 
piou'iitod imiiviihul liolo. tors but Joos 
not CO' or tho possibility ol iJuilos.ilo 
clotoftions Trill', th" .'X. l in.i’. h.iio boon 
intnKl'"oi.i bv R.i|;\ (..indhi lo provoi'.l 
I on^n ^.snlon Ironi k'.uini', tho piirtv. 


but it hiis .sfivoil ti piirposo. Siiico 
lo;;i.s].ilors hiivo siiocossfullv suoi'oodod 
in iiuiimoontni}; tho l.uv, it is now tiiiio 
to ri'con.sidor somo provisions of the 
low so lh.it siiiii tilings do nol oi'oiii 

MrC I ft us tirst SOI' why 
diToi lions ooi iir. Hiov ocoiii boo.uiso 
logisl.itors liolonging to opposition 
piirl'. Wiint to h.ivo positions ol power 
iind tho porks ,i\,iil.ibIo with Ihoni S' 
they .ire tomplod lo iTi.ingo ih.oir p.irtios 
when tl’ov see poi uniiirv bonolils. Sinoo 
n .irises lioiii greed, I think if lliere w.^s 
.1 u'.n 'o limit the ro'v.irds, the evil 
would i.inish lo .i grent exlenl. I 
suggest Ih.il the .Anti-kieleetion .Ail 
should be .imendcd .ind .i b.in .il s.u. 
0111 YOcir be pul on deleeting legisl.ilors 
tli.il they i.iiiiiot hold .in\ niinisieii.il i>r 
piihlii ol'liie. lliev should .ilso be 
h.irieii li'oiii loining on .inv governing 
bo.ird ol public sector org.inis.ilion 
V\ Ill'll the\ see iiolhiiig c<in be g.iiiied 
Iroiii dc'leiting, they will think twice 
beloie deli'i'tiiig II will prevent oppor- 
liiiustii lloic crossing .iiid betniv.il ol 


the people by their rcpresent.itives. 
Another thing lh.it could be done is lo 
r.iLse the threshold from oiusthird lo sO 
pier cent depending on si/e ot the parly. 
Dr one could even go a step turlher and 
sa\ that a dehvting le.ider should he 
lorced lo resign from liie House and .sivk 
Iresli elections II he teeis slronglv aboiil 
something, he can siiielv sl.iiid up to his 
I'eiiel and st.uul scrulinv hy the masses. 


MrD You h.ive given verv 
v'.ilu.ible suggestions hut lei us not 
liirgel that our legislators have a wav ol 
nianipul.umg laws and misusing even 
(he well iiu'.iiiiiig l.iws to llieir 
.idv.intage I'ven il niiiiisleri.il positions 
are denied to them, wh.i is [o previ'iit 
them Ironi oMerii.g llieniselves toi s ile 
in exih.inge tor iiioiiev" VVe h.ive wen 
this happen in the |,MM I’lriborv i.ise, 
where crorc's ot mpees vveie exchanged 
to gel the Ml’s lo vole in ii ['artiiiil.ir 
wav In tact, the ,\ntiT felei lion .'Yel and 
whatever .uiiendiiienl'. we ,ire 
suggesliiie, .Me .iiluc.llv to iiilioduce .i 


bit ol nioralUv in puldu lile VVe are 
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thinking of iimcnding ihu Act because 
politicians as a class have become 
greatly immoral 11 there was a model 
code ot conduct tor Ml’s and t!ie\ 
adhered to it, there would be ik' nei'd 
lor making laws more stringent. The 
failures vif society are being sought to be 
solved hv laws Take child labour or 
pollution—the laws arc made and 
everybody goes about doing exacH\ 
what they have been doing before 
Similarl)-, I do not think changes in the 
Anti-Oefection Act will help immoral 
men to become moral 

MrE ITie iintortunale tiling is that 
(he voter can do little once he has given 
lus vote What you aie saying is that he 
should wait lor the ne\t election Since 
public meinorv is proverbiallv short, 
this would be legitimising corruption to 
a great extent The onlv thing that we 
I an do is to make some laws mote 
stringent so that they act as deterrents. 
May'be it will not prevent defections 
totallv, but it may detei .some people II, 
tor instance, a person knows he will be 


disqualified the moment he deferts, he 
will lertaiiilv not shift grounds no 
matter what benefits are oftered to him 
U he knows that no pecuniarv benefits 
are available, he will not delect to 
another party thie more thing that 
would reduce the problem to a very 
great extent is the annual publii 
declaialion ot assets in the name of the 
legislator and all members of lus tamily, 
ini hiding IvJiiwii properties I he 
Supreme Court needs lo change its 
viewpoint and consider ciicumstanlial 
evidenie, siicl. as increase ol assets, 
as permis.iihle evidence of 
corruption. In the liini'iilii case, many 
leaders have been let off because the 
t,'ourf did not consider diaries of a 
Ihh'ciiln trader as evideme It the 
Court began to consider 
circumstantial evidence ns w'ell, 
manv c\ ils would be exposed. 01 
(.oiirse not one political parly or 
even an individual has publicly 
declared his assets Whenever siuh a 
move has been di.scussed, it has been 
spiked Clearly, the leaders want to 


keep their avenues of corruption 
open 

Mr A That is a very good sugges¬ 
tion Tranklv, I too think that making 
law's more strict is not tlie answvr. The 
Anti-Detection law has been used to 
.suppress genuine dissent among 
political parties No legislator can vote 
agiiinst the whips issued bv the party 
bosses lor tear ol being expelled A ban 
I'll defections, or imposing the condition 
that a defecting MI’ must seek re- 
election, would conler dictatorial powei 
lo party leaders. Already, Ihi.s pow'er is 
being misused to a great extent f-.ven 
the big political parties are loathe to 
hold internal elections Some issues ot 
national importance do not attract Hie 
debate that is expected Conscience vote 
IS lonspicuous by its absence as all 
party members must vote m the wav 
that IS ordained by the leaders. This is 
certainly not a healthy way to 
emourage democracy So whatever 
changes' m law that we are suggesting 
shi'uld be viewed in the context of what 
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parlies enforce internally. Delections 
ma\ also ariw because some lej'islalors 
may leel unhappy with dccisjons taken 
by the central loaderaliip IVrhaps, wo 
need to ban electoral whips tiKi so that 
the voiie ol elected representatives can 
be heard tiio In Uttar I’rade.sh, re(entl\', 
had the Uonj;ress partv leadership been 
aware oi internal teelinj^s, many 
Congressmen mav not have crossed 
over to B)r camp Ihe idea ot the Anti- 
Detection law should not be to meri’ly 
suppress tliwr crossing. It should 
encourage debate and conllicting 
opinion and encourage inner party 
democracy as well. 


MrB You have shown that the 
problem is not so simple as it looks. But 
there is no doubt that avenues for 
bribery nei’d to hi* closed. We have 
alread\ suggested that defecting legisla¬ 
tors be denied ministerial and other 
positions. I would like to add that the 
size ot the ministries be limited as well 
Rabri Devi in Bihar <md Kalyan Singh 
in Ur ha' i been able to expand their 


I cabinets beyond imagination, merely to 
i accommodate all those who supported 
. them. Needless ministries have been 
, created. This is nothing but looting the 
treasury. By limiting the number of 
ministers and not give the freedom to 
the Chief Minister to create ministries at 
will, many of the rewards of defection 
can be limited. In 1969, the Committee 
on Defections headed by Y.B 
: Chavan, suggested that the size of 
. ministiic’s be limited to 10-11 per 
. cent ol the MLAs This was never 
. followed and that is w'hy we face the 
ndicuU'iis situations in States like UP 
, and Bihar Also, the governing 
. conditions ol the public sector can be 
changed so that they are 
: professionalised and politicians just 
cannot become their chairmen. When 
such things happen, the possibility of 
offering positions to defectors will be 
limited Of course, cash bribes cannot 
I be ruled out but tor that there are 
' anti-corruption laws. 


; face a serious problem today where the 
i elected representatives are unlrustwor- 
I thy and do not hesitate to break the 
! trust imposed on them by the people 
i for personal benefit. Theoretically, the 
i people have the power to throw out 
! such people during elections, but not 
; before the representative corners 
: sizeable wealth. So something more is 
' required, but it should not restrict 
I internal democracy within parties. The 
I Anh-Dcfcction law, thus, needs some 
; changes along witli changes m other 
' laws. Some of these changes should be 
I implemented immediately, such as 
I barring defectors from ministerial or 
! other posts and introducing a model 
' code of conduct The bribery laws 
; should also be changed so that even 
circumstantial evidence is taken into 


MrC 


account Once the icar ol being 


1 think we all agree that we 


prosecuted exists, morality can be 
introduced in public life I'he whole 
debate about defections boils down 
to introducing morahlv among a 
class that has become blatanlh 
immoral. 







BANK P.OJRBi/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
EconondcProblenis 

Q. Should higher education be \ would emerge, which would be worse academii; autonomy to the universities, 
privatised? There has been a lot of talk of i than the bureaucration vrf the go\'ernment. To secure some real advantages from 

the need for the State to stop funding ' The private sector normally does not the guidelines and proposals regarding 

education because that is not its legitimate ' tolerate checks on itself and demands a education, the government should be able 

function. Comment. free-hand in the functioning and to divert resources from higher education 

Ans. Tlwrr Ini'; kvn a Ini nf disrwjsioii ; management of the private universities. , to luuversalisation of primar)’ education, 
abinit ivlwilu'r lii<ilu'r cdiiiiilion }<lioidd be \ (f’) The government has been ai cused i creation of new universities should go 

piu'iittwi or not. Fiirlicr idfo flic LICC had ‘ of shifting its burden to others It can hand in hand with upgradation and 

been tinali'nny Kuidclincr: for privaliaiiiii ' succeed in cutting down on its investment in existing facilities 

cdiicaliiuj I hk would entail cutlinn expenditure but it has ignored the fact that Q. Increasingly, the debate about the 

Stale ^rank In/ freezing them al the 1992- 9,1 ' the private sector—if it spends money on entry of the foreign print media in India. 
leivl ipliw ID pc cent) lot lour i/cars and [ a project like this—would naturally think ^ What arc the various aspects of this 

lanin^ liiilion fees' (n/ three or tioe-fold al one of getting a satisfactory return. Recurring , problem? 

expenses and fei'structures also would : Ans. A lot Ihw been md about the eiilni 

Benefits of such proposals keep haunting them The private sector ' of the forei/^n seefoi into the Indian print 

(«) This would help in promoting ' would probably tocus more on the : inedin foi an well a‘ia^ainf't. Therein a ^amul 

institiiti.iiisol higher learning. Bv its very meritorious and not necessarilv the needy of riewn on the inane 

nalure, a umvcrsit\ has a wide variety of (c) It is naive to imagine that the | Ae-aiiint 

courses I'here would be a centralised, private indiisiry would Oi- interested in I hose who are stricth against the 

miiltifcKLilty uniieisity thus ensuring ■ encouraging all kinds ot courses .Most entry ot the foreign media sa\ that 

I'Hiial emiihasis on all courses and not )usl business houses are averse to seeking a : supporters do not care for the political or 

the protesMonal oi vocational ones The ' Research and Development based . (onstitutional legal situation It has been 

courses would piobablv be scrutinised by relationship with the universities. They said that the I iindamenlal Right to 

the IJ( ;C'. riiertiC.'would also he expected can't be expected to lund philosophy, freedom of speech and expression, 

to prevent the prnate unnersity Irom ■ history, aesthetics, astrophysics and other including the frei'dom ot the Press, is 

degenerating intci a "leaching shop". ^uch sub)ects. guar.iiiteed tc' Indian citizens only When 

I’livatising Mould reduce Acluallv this needs a more balanced Rupert Murdoch ventuied into America, 

government expenditure Both State ' approach. Tlie government must reali.se he had to surrender his Australian 

goviinnieiits and the DCiC aie facing a that in India, there is no real alternatne ti> citi/ensbip a!'>'< opt tor American 

financial crunih and there is a need tor State suppoi I for higher education. Higher cilc'enship It has also been pointed out 

.nigmenting resources with private ones. education is almost the sole source ot that the newspapir industry's primary 

rhe State vvoulit be able to divert .iinds to soci.il mobility ano antidote to casteism task is to be the u atchdog ot the counirv's 

other crucial a.s[H'cts in the State ‘Hid social backw'ardness. Since there i- interests Foreigners cannot be expected 

I ') I his would bring ii> close substitute tor higher education, to have such obligations Besides, foreign 
interaction between the industry and I'xpenses should be kept low. media can financially ruin the Indian 

educational institutions. This proinoies Moreover, the piivale universities ot newspapers bv .selling their own pioducts 

industry and user inte/active education. the liituie .should be kept tree tmm the , cheap. Foreigners definitely do not dream 

Instead ol generating many confused , Tule of ri’gulation'm order to ensure a ot coming into the lountrv for the 

gradiiates/post graduates endlessly ^Ican set up Unnecessary interterence in development of the country, but for their 

searching toi suitable employment i academic matters has to be avoided in ; own economic interests, hntry ot foreign 

opportunities, tliere would be a locus and ' order to allow the- private universities the ■ print media will bring with it three main 

easy adaptability to the actual needs of : freedom to experiment with new and , dangers, end of plurality ol the Indian 

the industi v. ! innovative ideas. 'I'his would include the press, information pcllution and 

Disadvantages of .such a system \ gradualrestri cluriiigand decentralisation . unbridled entry of foreign nationals 

(a) Bossism of the private sector i of the UGC with greater financial and ; posmga security threat. Their entry should 
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hi' I'pposi'ci ID piinciplc 
lor 

■''iipporti rs ot Ihc cnlrv I'f lorrii;!! 
pi ml lucilia licUf [.mull'd mil tli.it it is ihr 
turti' 1)1 us liidi.iiis to jui k up i lldm’Is tllf 
nioDU'iit till'word loii'ii;!! is nii'nlioiii'd— 
m.inii’ it (in till' "mi'ii;ii li.iiid", so to s,i\ 
I’roni till' liini' of till' Jiisiiif I\.i|tidhv.iksli 
Pri'ss ( iiiiiiiiission 111 P'*i -1 111 Ihr liirii' of 
till' Si'i'oiiil Pri'ss ( oiniiiissioii uiiiti'r 
liistii'i' Miitlii'U's, toruiTi'iil vi'.iis, tlii'i'iilrv 
of lori'igii iiii'di.i in li'i ms of "I'itlii'r slviri's 
or liKiiis" li.is hi'fii Itlii'iiii'iitk oppost'il. 
This IS hoc ..lust' ol till' histiiriiiil miiidsi't 
whiih is |■l'S[10Ilslllll' for tlii' lusli'nis 
crcatfil iil'out tlif ushiTiiif; in ol Iho hiifign 
pri’Ss. Till' lull' .iiiil rn i rcatt'd is only a 
pour rL'Ilt’clioii ol tho low si'll-toiiliiionti' 
Ifvt'l ol the Indian press In tart, the Indian 
industry has long shied aw.u' Iriini 
coni[ielilion and il is .ibout lime that the 
sleeping Holiiiths 'woke up in this aien.i 
too. 

In reality, the foreign incilia promises 
cost eflt .'tiveiiess, liealtln iom[ietilion, 
better rcnuineratinn, a greater nuinher ol 
jobs, a professioii.il approath, belter 
technology and more inoiiev Hesides, the 
hysterical group also needs to reniembei 
that we are essentialiv talking of 
partnership ofiqualsand tie-ups, not ninss 
takeovers. riu'\ will he alloweii 
equity only and will besubiert loall Indian 
laws on ohseenity, libel and labour 
emploNinent Ihe question ol d.iiiger to 
the lielieati' seeunlv or the national 
mti'gration of the vountry doesn't arisi' 
Do We re.ill'y- lonsider ourselies so 
su.sieptiblf to .ill esleriial mtlueiii es’t I'.ir 
ditfidence and latk oi a'lifideiui' should 
not blind us s,' miiili lli.il we l.iil lo see 
the adv,int.igi's ol opeuing the doors ot 
oui count!! to newi omers. .Moieovei — in 
whale!er lorni—the fon'ign media is 
alread} I ere and no!' protesting against 
flic adient ol punt media would I'e like 
il.'sing the stable dooi .liter the horse ha,, 
bolted 

Q. There has been growing criticism 
of prohibition in Harvana. Oiscu.ss the 
feasibility ot this .social reform. 

Ans. I’mliihitiiii; ii,i, nfirii hn'H tncii m 
mo'it at Ihc Sti!tC'< tiiul ii: a lot oj foreign 
Miintrii's. Ihcivi'i r, h.ii-.,' ofliic S'olCi- had In 
Limpid,'ll/ or ihulio lu iihaiiiloii llici' 
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pioliihilioii policy, hcraimc it mils found '• Arguments A,gainst Prohibition 
iiiipriict.'i'iil’lc III oil'll' of the fust iprciultii^ . (n) Prohibition has been found to be 

hill'll of dniikiii;; lujiior ' impracticable wherever it has been tried. 

Arguments in rnvoin of Prohibition Critics say that it violates one's personal 

III) Useof liquor has been lound very , sphere and liberty. Misdeeds of a few 
liarmhil lo the human hodv. It is a narciitii persons who drink excessively and prove 
that ilainagi's iit.il oigans like the liver , a social nuisance is no reason to interfere 
and brain with the personal habits of other citizens. 

(/>) Smne people present a lalse and th) rrohibition has, bv and large, 

misleading view that liquor brings in I failed wherever il was tried. For example, 
(onsiderable rei'enue to Ihe State wdiich it was tried in the USA and had lo be 
can be spent Iruitfullv on projects to abandoned because of large-scale 
promote pulilic iM'llare. F.verv rupiee that . violntiiins ot the law and the general 
.1 botlle ot liquor brings to the State ' disregard of the restrictions on the use of 
exchequer losts the nation more than ! liquor. Attempts to restricUhe use of liquor 
Rs 4. Consumption ol liquor increases | resulted in the piopularity of other drugs 
crime and rums the healliy of the people. , and developed wid*^pread corruption in 
1 he State then has lo spend huge amounts i the administrative machinery, 
ot mone) lo check crime and to provide (c) Prehibition increases the 

health services tii the aflei ted people. Thus , production ol illicit liquor which is inpre 
Ihe ^f.ile ends up spending moie than it harmful than the legally produced liquor, 
aclu.ill) earns from liquor sales There is al.so a financial disadvantage to 

(l) Alcohol ends up rummg the poor the Stale. Ctn ihe one hand, there is a loss 
tai mine rapuih and cttectively than Ihc ! ol levcnue and on Ihe other, more and 
rich .mil IS therefore doubly obnoxious • more muney is spent on prohibition. 
Money sav ed b!' ni't consuming liquor can (d) Habits like drinking cannot bedeall 

beiisi'dtorlhi'bettermi'nlolsilfandother by l.iw What is really needed is social 
members ot the tainily. education .ii id building up ot public opinion. 

(if) One cannot really iissLime that the ■ The lorcc ol |nibhc opinion and mass 
suppression ol one evil necessarily leads ' education is more etlective than mere 
to the emergence vif another. Cireat social : legislation, [’rchihition only encourages illicit 
progress has taken place in many countries ( prtxluilion and n*sults in loss of revenue, il 
without such outbreaks of evils to repl.ice din's not do any gixnl lo the common man 
the use ot hquor. who, in lad, siilfers more due lo pmhihilioii 
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Simple and Powerful English 


D ear friend. 

My name is Raj Bapna. I invite you to read 
this page about my new research based powerftil 
course "Bapna's English Course". 

You can use this easy course to learn quickly 
how to write and speak simple, correct, and 
powerhil English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/shall. We call it Bapna’s™ WUl/ShaU 
Rule. This rule has two parts: 

Pnr .speaking always use WILL . During my 
4 years ui USA, I never heard anyone use shall. 

Rnr writing and for enms. use ox like ITl. 
you'll, he'll, she’ll, they'll. This is a short-cut. 

In this way. jnur sentences will always be correct. 
Uniqua Courrn 

Please note that course is not at all like 
Rapidex™ or other books/courses. I showed you 
the use of will/shall so easily and quickly. Mmy 
books may take S to 10 pa^ to teach it and so it 
Mkes you many days to learn to use will/shall 
correctly. Do yiM fully realize now that my 
course really unique and different? 

Bapiu's Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
thia course cannot be copied by other 
books/courses because this material is based on 
our research, and we own the copynght and 
traitemarks. 

Who Will Greatly Benefit 

This course is not for those who studied m 
English medium. It is for you if you studied ui 
non-English medium. You can greatly benefit' 

• If you can undcisund English when others speak, 
but you are not sure of corrca way lo write or 
speak English Or, if you sometimes make 
misiakes or get confused when speaking English. 

• If you have used grammar or spoken English 
books to learn English, bui did not get success. 

• If you are a student, teacher, professor, doctor, CA, 
ICW\ CS. MBA, engineer, lechniaan, scientist, 
musician, .lecreury. phone operator, bank officer, 
clerk, businessman 

• if you arc highly motivated lo Icam simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly. 

I Was Weak in English 

I was bom in Rajasthan where people ate 
weaL in English. 1 studied in govemmeni 
non-English medium schools. So, I was also 
weak in English. 

On i.ry w«'/ to Pilani to join B.E.. at Chirawa 
railway sution. 1 met one P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was also going to Pilani to 
join B.E. 

I started .speaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said “I do 
not know Hindi". It was a surprise and shock for 
me that everyone did not know Hindi 1 had never 
ulkcd in English before and I was not confidcm of 
ulking in English. So, I said "I do not know 
English". 

Strugglw to L«am English 
In Pilani, in ihe first semester 1 was a topper with 
IC oui of 10 grade points, but I was not conlidcni in 
English So. I worried aboiit my weak English. I 
bought many books, guides, dictionaries, 
newspapers. 

I worked hard, but improvement was very slow. 
For example. 1 look one monih to read my fust 
novel R. R. Narayan's "The Guide” because I had 
to search so many words in the dictionary. 

I even thought of dropping one scmesier. silling at 
home, and learning only English. That ume I used 
to think "Why nobody develm a reieaich-baaed 
course to teach good simple English for non-English 
medium people bae me? And someday I'll try.* 

My Druam ComM Tru* 

I continued to mork hard. And finally 1 Improved 



America. And. then I returned lo India Today, I 
am happy lo offer you this course in English —my 
second dream has come irue 
My first dream was to leach siudciiLs "how lo 
study and how to use more mind power" lo gei 
success in exams and competitions Thai louisc has 
changed thousands and thousands of lives in the Iasi 
few years. I am more proud of my research and 
coniribuiiorLS in India than my success in USA 

Our New Research 

In English, ihetc arc many ways to say anything 
Some ways are easy and some are difficult and 
confusing. We did research to find which are easy 
ways and which are difficult ways for people from 
non-English medium. In (his process, we also 
discovered that some of the world's best magazines 
and books use the simple & powerful ways of 
writing Eiujlish. This was an unexpected surprise 
discovery for our research team. 

Bor example, we found (hat pan of Reader's 
Digest uses simple & powrfui ways of writing. 
(Because that magazine is for English speaking 
countries, some of the vocabulary is difficult for 
non-English people.) 

We developed this new course only for people like 
you who studied in non-English medium. We 

believe this is (he first and only --;—, 

iuch course in ihe world._i 

Author's Bio-Data 

.BE. BITS Pilani. M Tech, IIT 
Kharagpur. NYSE scholar Rank 5 
Raj School Board 

m World-famous author I published 
3 compuiar books in USA 

including a best seiiing book S' |||^ 

costing $27 95. 

• Expert Computers. Mind Rowei. Study Techniques j 

• My first rob as an engineer paid only Rs 1000 per 
MONTH. Just 7 yaara later.' earr^ad 50 dollars per ' 
HOUR in USA as computet expert and wnter 

• At the peak of success. I returned to India to do 
something in our own country. Now. I spend my full 
time at the Mind Fbwer Hesearch Institute 

• I also learnt French, Sansknt. Karate. Breaking 
wooden board by hand, nvirty Meditations etc 

• Was a member of Society for Accelerated Learning 6 
Teaching. USA. 

Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surely 
understand my course. And greatly beneru from it 
Our belief and experience show that teaching 
English through simple English is bener than 
teaching in uanslaie. Why'’ Because it helps 
students to learn to think in English 
The oanplcte course has 3 pans for easy learning- 
nirl 1 . E^iiial English 
Part 2 : Imporuni and Helpful Usage 
I’art 3 . Hiw to Write in a Powerful. Effective, and 
Resuli-Orienied Way 
l^rt 4 Advanced Topics 
hrt S . Mini Spelling Dictionary 
Pan 3 IS so easy and powerful that, it is worth 
more than the lull price for ihe complete course 
iioiiic of the olticr topics in the course are jCg 

• Two shon-cuis lo pcxverful English • Learn lo 
use these helpful words • How lo write ieueis 

• How to enhance meaning > How lo remember 
spellings and increase vocabulary • Common usage. 

Beiwfit from My Mind Power Expertise 
Ybu may know that 1 am an expen in the fields of 
Mind Bower, Siudy Techniques, and Computers 1 
have used this knowledge to make the English 
course easy ui learn and easy to remember for you 
'Ybu begm to improve on the very first day you gei 
this louise. You learn simple and powerful English 
in two steps: 

Step 1: Study for 1 hour per day You can 
complete it in 23 to 40 days. 

Step2; Fbr the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per week. After that, for die next 2 munilis, 
revise it for I hour per week. In this way. your 
imprawetDeni w.ll became permanent. 

Pockst Cards for Faster Lsaming 
Keep them in your poi^ei to revise in school, ' 
collese, in bus, in park, in playground, etc So. 


Deer fnend. Ws mMlevou lo consder opening new Mod 
PriuMf FnplWi Inslilule '^lranchise to teach Spoken English. 
Willien Engah. Mod Powei iMeiiiery, Speed Reeding. 
ConoMiMon. etc) lo students, house-wives, childien 
•laoulhH, anione prepemg for compeliiians/inarviews 

feiwui liurair«iirMa« iwBlMm 


u»e (he time which oiher people waste No other 
course gives you such useful pcKkct uards 

Improve Fluency 

Being fluent means ihai yon can say anything in 
English tn flow without hesManon Some people 
judge )X]u from hijw nueiii you arc in English To 
be fluent, you need (o (I M>e able to say almost 
anything in English (2) be sure that yxHir sentence is 
correct 

This course will improve your fluency in both 
these ways. Remember, fluency helps you to get 
beucr job or faster promotion, and lo speak 
confideniiy at parties or with friends 

Proof of Success 

• "Before joining your course I could undersuuid 

English but I rould not speak English. Now, I can 
Sp^ powerful English." - Soma S.ngh. PIIM. SAW 

• "In Ihe past, I was not good ai wriung as well as 
speaking English. Using yuur course. I am able lo 
write simple and better English without mistake 
and I can speak English with others without any 
hesiution. 1 completed your couise in 27 days." 

— V H PMUKi XnnMIUgw. MS 

• "Good and unique course. I was average in 

English Now I can write leneis in simple 
English ” — AkuU Simn, *p 

• "I warn lo (hank you for ihis valuable English 

course. Now I can write Sl speak English much 
bener than before." — Biwia. Avimh m nua ms 

Helpful for Students 
If a student can learn lo write simple bui correct 
English, he can avoid many common mistake.! 

In exams, teachers give marks for cdircci usage/an¬ 
swers and dcduci marks for nusukes. This course helps 
you lo avoid misiakes and gel more marks. In this way. 

It helps you bmld foundaiion in Engiisb to school/col- 
legc exams and also far IAS, Slate Administraiive 
Services, MBA. GRE. Clerk, Bank PO. eic. 

For You and Your Family 
lust take my English course in your hands, b will 
surprise you as to how hghi weight ii is But. use it 
for just one hour and ycu will auiumatically know 
that my course is worth ns wriglH in gold Why? 
Because i( can help you and your family to leant 
simple and powerful English quickly and easily. 

I believ e tha i. for people who did not study in 
English med ium and who warn loTearii s imple 
anopowerfur^nglT^e asiI71 n L lo 2 months^' 
mv EigTTsh 'cCTi'rsc is7thc_b« availabjc at any 
pnee 

You Decide ... 

Are you highly nxMivaied lo team English quickly 
in CweSy W3y'> If your answer is yes. then you should 
order this new unique course lo^ 

Order Now and Save 

If you vmf >our order ihis morah. thr clSscounl price 
for Baimu's EngiUh Course is Rs 24S only Normal 
price IS Rs 360. so you save Rs US If you are a s(a^ 
dent. I sirongly suggest vou ^l.so ordei our Mtiui hiwer 
Study Ttchnu fuet Sl Mind Power Music 

j CawMNnw 

Coaxei ______ j S 24S'*M 

* BoUt an# Er^i sh court—gibe V 730 

I MM Powe bludy Tttfv—I OBun# ' SOB 180*20 




M#?d Po—f blJdy Tttft—I gaunt 

llemory and C—nv— ffiB— fcodg Rg 

fiO«70V Mind Power llu—ut (eoM «00 Rtf0-7D) 
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C>#cuW#'t Gild# It Pewerha eiS 
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All rourses are senr by Regisleicd Post only No VPP 
To order today, go ui your bank or post office, and .end 
Ihe full amouiu by D.D or M O in ihc lumc cf 
MJP.R.I. payable ai lldalpiir-^aathan lo- 

birector. Mind Powar Research insbtute 
M-1 Mind Powei Chambers. Sect a Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthani 213002 
IU POW TAHT WnwnCAPirat WBnsvowrwm. «liS.n. pin eowM 
oMM'njbollomafUOIaniiORJ^MiAUDrA NalPCwW.Urkn 
Ww. 2 jvmW. tor atm nltoMWB. m»j piwWili IMnpw juiaSctoM 
MvIMwwwnan CaeynQvwuPei 


You esm good money or cancel for refund of Iranchise tea 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. What do you understand by inflation? How does it 
take place? What arc various types of inflation? Is inflation 
inevitable in a developing economy? 

Ans. In general, inflation can be relerred to as persistent rise 
in prices in an economy It is, thus, a situation of higher prices 
causing a decliiii' in the purchasing power of a monetary unit. It 
IS a state of price rise and its degree is measured h\ the price 
indict's. A tamoiis definition of inflation for a layman has been 
given by Coulbouin wht> maintains that "inflation is too much 
money-chasing to lew goods" and resulting in rise in price due 
to intemetion of the forces of demand and supply of money. The 
reasons for such a price could be abnormal increase in the money 
supply, lalling production and persistent rise in money incomes. 

Inflation is generally caused due to demand and supply 
factors The stipph' of money as well as goods and sen ices, on 
tile one hand, and demand tor money and goods and ser'’ices, 
on the other, generally result m inllation i-.ssenliallv a monetary 
phenomenon, its occiuTcnce can he coiisklered against supply 
and demand tactors as under. 

Supply factors. Supplv tai lois that cause inflation mav be 
as under; 

(i7) Increased sujiplv of money could b-e a reason Money 
Supply (M.i is generally monitored bv the t entral Hank (RHl in 
casi’ of India), vvlienec er .M, exieeds the permissible limits and 
tliere is no correspo!ii.iing imrease in the supply ol good-, and 
services, the inflation lesiills 

(I’l Slioifage ol laclor supply in the laclor i>l pniduetion 
market is vet another supply factor. Shortage ol such factors like 
lapital eiiutpiP'-nl, raw mateiial, labour, eli bungs down the 
production and thus supf'iv ol goods and servues. 

(I'i liu reused exports lea\e lesser i|iiantity lor domestic con¬ 
sumption, thereby pushing up the pnies l.xporfs "t a few pri¬ 
mary prc'iucts recentiy and their lesultanl priie rise has been 
expeneiued in India 

ft/) Hoarding ot goods m Hie short-run may be anothei fac¬ 
tor responsible for pushing up the prices 

(i ) The slate of increasing costs or diminishing returns also 
pushes up the puces 

Demand Factors; Demand taclors causing inflaticm are as 
under. 

{ni Increase in public expenditure imleases, the supply of 
money and pushes up the prices 

(I'I fnciease in persor.al income resulting in use- in dispos¬ 
able' incomes puls pressiiic on the demand tor goods and ser¬ 
vices. bimilarly, increasing investment expenditure also pushes 


up the prices ot factors of production, tlierebv resulting m over¬ 
all rise in prices. 

(c) Reduction in taxation increases the disposable income 
and thus increases the prices. 

(d) In addition, money could be released in the economy 
due to many tactors including rc’payment of public debt bv the 
government, credit creation bv the banks or excessive foreign 
investment which results in increasc'd dcm.ands lor goods as 
well as factors of production 

T’he inflation is classified into the li'llowrng types, depend¬ 
ing upon its intensity as under 

(ii) Whenever inflation rate is uplo .T per cent per annum, if 
is called creeping inllation. 

(/’) 3 to 4 per cent per annum rate ol inllation is reteiied to 
as walking inflation 

ic) Upto ,ind around IH per cc-i.t pei annum rale o! inllation 
is called running inflation. 

(d) Very high rate ot rise in prices is called galloping infla¬ 
tion and under such a situation the price use ma\' be .is high as 
101) ]ier ce’it per annum. 

Whether or not the inflation should be c'xperieiued by a 
developing ccuinlry, Ihc'ic are yarying \ lews on ibis In de' elo[' 
ing economy, there is c'ver-increasing publu expenditure, intlux 
I'f toieign capital and incomes are ever-rising. Lndei sin h a sie- 
nano the price rise may be ine\ liable If is generally aigned Ih il 
erec'ping inflation is always good lor ,i dc'yehping country as it 
keeps up the investment While walking inllation in.iy be al 
lowed in the short run, a developing nation caniuil attoid lo 
have runnmg oi galloping inflation (also called In pei-iiitlatioiO 

Q. 2. How do you reconcile between unicameral and bi¬ 
cameral Stales existing at the same lime in India? What is the 
utility of second chamber in a State legislature? 

Ans. Indian (Junsiitution makes a distinction between bigger 
and smaller Slates in the matter ot having a bicameral legislature 
Bicameral legislature in the St.ates means that in addition lo the 
Legi.slative Assembly, these States wcnild also have the second 
House called legislative Council. Ihe konstitulion provides a 
simple procedure for abolition or adoption of the second cham¬ 
ber and this procedure does not involve a Constitutional amend¬ 
ment It prc'scribcs a resolution by majority ol total membership 
of flip Assembly not being less than two-third of the members 
actually present and voting, followed by an Ac* of the I’arlia- 
mc’nt. In other words, the second House is not a permanent one 
and can be abolished. At present there arc five Slates ot Uttai 
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Pradesh, Kanv.taka, Bihar, Maharashtra and Jammi: and Kash¬ 
mir haviiif; bicameral lej^islature. While the first four States have 
the bicameral legislature under Article l68 cif the Constitution, J 
& K has two Houses under her own State ('onstitution. 

Ctten a question is raised about the utility of having two 
chambers in the States. It is argued that the States have meagre 
rc^sources and could ill-afford the luxury of having two Hoitses 
of Legislature. Moreover, it is also argued that even in larger 
States like Andhra Pradesh, Raiasthan or Madhya Pradesh, where 
there is only one Mouse, no problem is being faced in executing 
the legislative business The following are the points that rende; 
the utility of Legislative Council limited' 

{a) The composition of Legislative Council, which has cer¬ 
tain elected iind other nominated members, renders it w'eak. 

((>) The very existence of Legislative Council depends upon 
the will of the Legislative Assembly The latter can pass a reso¬ 
lution for the abolition of the second chamber 

(c) The Council of Ministers in a State is responsible only to 
the Legislatn e Assembly. 

(il) The Legislative Council cannot amend or reject any 
Moiiev Bill. It can withhold the Bill only upto a period of 14 days 
only, or make recommendations lor amendment 

((') I'.s en in case ol ordinal y Bills, the position of the Council 
is subordinate It can w ithhold any bill only lor a period of 4 
months Lven ii Council re|ects or votes oui a Bill, the Legislative 
Assembly can pass il even desjnie thiit 

(J) I'hc btates not haciiig a Council are executing their leg¬ 
islative work smoothly 

I lovvev er, it would be wrong to presume that the second 
I louse 111 the Stall's would be oi no use at all. Ihe very charaeter 
due to mdiieit elevlion and nomination ol members with special 
knowledge and the basic calibre and non-political character ol 
1 .eg'slativ e C ouncil i ommand'' .i higher respectability The dilatory 
piuvers ol the 1 e|;wlative ( ouikiN serve to check the hasty 
legislation and detailed stndv winch brings out the sho'tcomings 
and weaknesses ol the proposed legislation Councils, thus, may 
set ye the pnipo.seot iiKire compiehensive .study ot the legislations 
pniposed to be passed by the ^ ■ate I egislalive Assemblies 

Q. .3. What is Nehru Report? What all did it contain? What 
was the fate of Nehru Report? 

Ans. The arriv al ot Simon Conimission was welcomed by 
hnilaU and demonst'ations against it in February 1928 Simon 
C ommission recommended abolition of Dyarchy and recom¬ 
mended provincial autonomy in which the administration was 
to be run by the minister concerned, with Governors retaining 
some special powers. In the proposed scheme the legislature was 
not, to he msponsihle and the L.xecutive was to be free from the 
control ol Legislature. Simon Commission Report was rejected 
by the Indians even before il was published. The Secretary of 
Stale lor India asked the Indian leaders to prepare and produce 
a Constitution acceptable to all political parties in India. This 
challenge was accepted by the Congress. After the discussions 
on the issues in the 1928 session of the Congress, several I'onsul 
talions with political parlies were hold. In May 1928 a nine-mem¬ 


ber Committee was appointed under the Chairmanship ol Moli 
Lai Nehru. The Committee held detailed consultations in its 
twenty-live sittings and submitted its report on August 10, 1928 
The Report, called Nehru Report or Nehru Constitution, incluvied 
the following- 

(ii) It proposed a dominion stiitus tor India. Tin- demand fell 
short ot complete independence and tlnis annoyed many tactions 
witliin and outside the Congress 

(/') Responsible governments were recommended to be set 
up both at the Centre as well as tlie States 

(f) The government at the (T‘ntre was to be a federal gov¬ 
ernment and the residuary powers were to be kept at the Centre. 
Native States were to term part (■>! the tederation 

(d) The Parliament at the Centre to have tw'o Hivuses while 
the Provincial Legislatures were to have only one House. 

(f) A Committee on defence was recommended to be set up 
al tlie Centre. 

if) Some fundamental rights were to he incorpoiati'd in the 
Constitution. 

(yf) There was a proposal ot liaving a |oint elei torate at the 
Centre. Lower House at the Centre was to have reservation ol 
seats for Muslims on the basis ot population In North West Fron¬ 
tier Province, seats were propossd to be reserved to non-Muslims, 
while in all other provinces except those ol Puiiiab and Bengal, 
i.e.its were reserved tor Muslims In the tw o Slates ot Bengal and 
Punjab, there was no reserv ation ot seat'. I’roposed These resei- 
vations were proposed tor a period ol hi yeais 

The Nehru Rcpoit was a short and sketchv Constitution, 
indicating agreement on a tew basic lea In res of the government 
of India. The tact that the Repoit lontined itsell to the dominion 
status onlv shows tliat the leadeis lonid not even propose 
complete iiidepeiivleiue to India .A Icdevatioii with bicameral 
Icgisialure at the Centre and lundamenlai rights were some ot 
the teatures which weie adopted lati r bv the Constituent 
Asseinblv Re.sei v ation ol seats was propi ised to keep tin Vliislims 
along in the entire process 

But when the Report wa. lonsideied bv Ihe represeuuitive 
convention in ( alculta in IVceinber Pi2.s, tiu- Muslim I eague 
and a faition .il Khilatat Coinmntie refused to a..epl tiv 
communal settlement. ivLA. Jinnah pioposed three amendments 
which mcluded o\ erall reserv ation ot one-lhird seals lor Muslims, 
ri'servation in the provinces of Puniab and Bengal t('o and, finalK, 
the residuary powers should be vested in the provinces But he 
could not get the amendments through Sinie sedions ot Sikhs, 
Christians and depressed classes also re|ccled the Report. Con¬ 
gress accepted the Report, though the younger elements within 
Congress wanted to include the demand ot complete indepen¬ 
dence instead ot dominion status. In Decembei 1928, the Con¬ 
gress decided to place the Nehru Report hi tore the British 
government for acceptance The British government did nothing 
substantial on the Report. However, Nehru Report became a 
watershed and laid down the toundations ot the demand tor 
complete iiidependein'c, winch was niainfested bv the Decem¬ 
ber 31. 1929 Lahore session ot the Congress, 'where a resolution 
for Pwiiiii was adopted 
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Communicaaon sans Words 


T he downing of love jruf ■ wife <ind liusband The 
its expression needs only luisband passes by her and liis 

the language of the eyes. ham! aeeidentally toiiilu’-. her 

Lovers eonvev their emotions I'hey look at each other. The 

through Tai'- speechless looks are loaded with meaning 

messages’. The hands meet Ihev have said all witluHil 

accidentally and sta\ there and actually sai ing anything, 

love lakes birth Such is the ' On anotliei oicasion, the 
magic of bod\ language. ardent hubb\ take-, her in hl^ 

.•\r ace danier like Sonal arms or catches her In the 

Mansingh coin eys a staggering u i is| 1 to not toiicl'. me, is the 

variety of emotioii> through her silent but sure reprimand 

supple limbs. Ihe spellboun.-t letlected in he. e\es The rool 

auclienre uncierslancls the seemstolalltni-rhi'.he.'.cl.She 

movementolliereves.indlaci.il had not said a v.oril but the 
expressions Ihoiigli she does message is clear as it is candid 
not speak a single word. (.ommnniCation saiT 

The art ot communication words is most c'xpressive alter 
thmugh the bcKfv has also been | a quarrel between the spouses, 
mastered bv the cabaiet dancer. Tliev are in bed, a wicie berth 
Siie IS an ace communicator who ■ between them each staring 
does lier work w'ithonl tlie icse vacantly at the ceiling, unsure 
■)f Words. Her eyes, ho.soin, whether the other is willing to 
hands, arms and legs—all lei go so early, 

combine into a pertect Suddenly, one hand 

symphony ol a wordless accidentally touche;, the 
language , other's budv. There is no 

Wordless communication abrupt withdrawal no prompt 
goes on Continually between turning away. Both know 
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bitterness is over. been said Her unsaid message 

Skin too has a language is i lear, "You have .i ciirly 

of its own, c'C|uallv expressive mind " 

It shrinks when you sliake The shoulder emhiace 

hands with one you dislike .An conveys words ol emc'tions, 

expression ol loathing covers lomlort .md geniiine conte.n 
the lace It can mean immense |OV and 

.Anotliei shake. The hand warmth.Somel.ilhersan great 

i.s ic\ cold Von li'c'l as il you shoulder hiiggeis Ihev vvoik 
tonc hecl a cle.id Inulv. miiacles vv illi il v.hen cliildren 

Somehodv dings to von. He .ire down 

or she edoiielv, wants support 1 he’ ki.ss i.s a sileiil 

and warmth. dialogiiebelween Iv.osouls (t 

1 lugi'Mig i'-. iinoihei lorm 's the most intimate 
ot comnuinicalion without conimiinu.itioii helween 
words Hugging inav he loving ones A lull biodded 
partial or complete A Iriend kiss on die lips has .i message 
hugs von half-heartedly and IS ; ol its own. il means )>assion 
most sweet to you, hut you : which is all sweetne.ss 
know what his hug says; It i.s differenl Irom a peek 

"When are you returning the on the torehead I he former 
money you owe me?" ; conveys, "1 love you and want 

An elderly man hall- , yon" Ihe latter, "1 love you 
encircles a young woman in a ■ hut not tonight dear." 
show affection She pushes her : rhejxiwertui, creative and 

elbc'w bark, hits him in the everlasting effect ot a kiss may 
hellv and wriggles out. there be judged from Benjamin 
you have the whole thing ! West's testimony, "A kiss trom 
conveyed but not a word has ; rnymotlier made me a painter." 
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CMI Seniices PreliMnary Exarnlnallon 
Ready Reckoner 


The Civil Services Prelimintirii 
Examination loill he held on Mai/ M, 1998. II 
attracts thousands of iisinrants every year and 
those who are seriously making an attempt 
should have started their preparations much 
before this, for those who are thinkinj( of 
appearin;^ in later years, this feature provides 
a ready reckoner of vital information which 
will come in useful in their preparations /Is 
we j^el a number of letters from readers 
wanting to know ahoiit the euimiiiation and 
the subjects that should he taken up, we are 
publishing here the important provisions 
stipulated by the UI'SC The feature does not 
contain all the information and for details 
please .1 the iidvi rtisement published hii the 
UPSC. 

The r ivil Servires Mxjininaliim very 
popular as il leads to prestigious 
government jobs in thi' Iiniian 
Administrative Service (IAS), tilong with 
many other services, such as l oreign 
Service, Police Service, rustoms, 
Accounts and Audit, Postal Ser\ ice. 
Railways and so on. 

The cxaminatn'i'i consists ol t.^■o 
parts the Prehminarv Iwamination.which 
is a oualilying examination, and a Mam 
Examination. The marks obtained in the 
Preliminary Tv-im an not counted in the 
Main Exam and it is only a screening exam 
The IVliininarv li.xaiii is an ohiectiu’ tvpi 
test, while the second is a conventional 
essay t\ pe exam II has a written exam and 
an interview. One lan appear in the Main 
Examination only after passing the 
Preliminary Exam Ih" exam is hi’ld in 
manv citu -- in India and one can opt tor a 
centre near one's place st' that uimeces.sary 
travel is avoided, 

Age: The candidate must be between 
21 and 28 years ol age as on August 1, 
1998. This means that only thc.-ie who were 
bom between August 2, 1970 and .Augast 
1, 1977 can apply. Relaxations to the age 


limit are available for 5 years for 
candidates belonging to the scheduled 
' castes or those who were domiciled in 
; l&K from lanuary 1,1980 to December 
31, 1989. A relaxation of 3 years in the 
' case ol Defence Services Personnel 
disabled in operations and upto 10 
i years tor certain other categories are 
i available The date of birth acceptable 
is the one entered in the Matriculation 
, or School Leaving Certificate. No other 
documents with respect to age are 
acceptable. 

Educational Qualifications: The 
uindidale must hold a degree of any of 
the Universities incorporated by an act of 
legislature in India or educational 
institutions established by an Act of 
Parliament .A degree from deemed 
■ universities bv the L'tlU is also eligible. 
Tliose who liave appeared in the final year' 
hut do not have the result can also apply 
lull they would h.ive to produce proof of 
passing tile exam with their application 
tor the Main E.xam. 

Attempts: .A candidate is permitted 4 
attem}''ts at the e.xamination. There is no 
re'.lricticin on the number of attempts for 
scheduled caste candidates. If a person 
appears in the Preliminary Exam or even 
appears in one pajier, it is counted tis an 
attempt U>ne should make up one's maid 
betori applying and takmg an attempt 
.aid only a strious attempt should be 
made 

Fee: I he fee for the exam is Rs 40, to 
. he paul through Central Recruitment Fee 
; stamps available at post offices. 'The post 
office must cancel the stamps so that the 
i impression of the cancellation stamp 
partially overflows on the application 
form Instruments such as postal orders, 

' drafts and such are not accepted and 
candidates should only send the fee 
i through the Recruitment Fee stamps. 


Candidates belonging to the scheduled 
castes and physically handicapped 
persons arc not required to pay any 
fee. 

How to Apply; Applications should 
be made in the prescribed format (the 
form is published in the newspapers 
carrying the advertisement) and sent to: 
Under Secretary (CSP), Union Public 
Service Commission, Dholpur Hbusc, 
New Delhi - 110 011 The last date for 
receipt of applications is January 12,1998. 
A registration number is given as a token 
of receipt of the application. If a candidate 
does not receive an acknowledgement 
within 45 days, he is advised to contact 
the UPSC. Admission certificates and Roll 
nurnhors are sent and if they are not 
received one month before the exam, the 
candidate should contact the UPSC Com- 
muniuilions to the UPSf^ should contain 
name of examination, registration no., 
name and postal address as given in the 
application 

Plan of the Examination' The 
Preliminary Exam consists of two papers 
of objective type having maximum marks 
of 4.50. The number of candidat.’K adm.itted 
to the Main Exam is 12-13 times the 
number of vacancies. This means that even 
alter passing the Preliminary Exam, the 
chance of getting in is 1 in 12. The Main 
Exam consists ot a written exam and an 
interview test. The written exam has 9 
papers of conventional essay type. Marks 
obtained in the Main Exam will determine 
whether a candidate is called for the 
interview. The interview carries 300 marks 
and the number of candidates called is 
about twice the number of vacancies. 
Interview calls arc sent on the basis of 
miniinum marks fbced by the UPSC at its 
discretion. Marks obtained in the Main 
Exam plus interview determines the final 
ranking. Candidates are allotted various 
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services keeping in view their ranks in the 
examination and preferences expressed by 
them. 

Preliminary Exam: The Prelimirwry 
Exam consists of two papers. The first is 
General Studies, consisting of 150 marks 
and the second is a subject which the 
candidate can select out of the following: 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Science, Botany, Chemistry, 
Civil Engineermg, Commerce, Economics, 
Electrical Engineering, Geography, 
Geology, Indian History, l.aw. 
Mathematics, Mechanical Engineering, 
Medical Science, Philosophy, Physics, 
Political Science, Psychology, Public 
Administration, Sociology, Statistics, 
Zoology. The question papers are in Hindi 
and English and each paper is of two hours 
duration. The course content of the syllabi 
is of degree level. 

Main Exam: The Mam Exam has 9 
papers. Paper 1 is one of the Indian 
language included in the Eighth Schedule 
of the Constitution. Pape-r 11 is English. 
These papers carry ,5(X) marks each and 
are of qualifying nature and the marks 
obtained in these .ire not counted tor 
ranking The level of the papers is 
Matriculation. Paper 11 is Essay, carrying 
2(K) marks. Papers IV and V are of C.eneral 
Studies carrying 300 marks each. Papers 
VI, Vll, Vlll and IX are from any two 
subjects from the list of optional subjects. 
E.ach subject will have two papers and 
carries 300 marks. The list of optional 
subjects IS the sanu' as the one in 
Preliminary Exam, with the following 
additions. Anthropology, Commerce and 
Accountancy. History, Management, 
Political Science and International 
Relations and I iterature ot the languages 
specified. Each paper is of 3 hours 
duration. 

The following combinations not 
allowed are. Political Science and Public 
Administration, Commerce and 
Management, Anthropology and 
Sociology, Maths and Statistics, 
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, 
Management and Public Administration, 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Science and any two branches of 
engineering. 


One important thing that candidates 
should keep in mind is that since the time 
between the Main Exam and the 
declaration ot result of the Preliminary 
Exam is very less, it is advisable to 
begin preparations of the Main Exanf | 
along with the Preliminary Exam. 
Candidates who wait are often not able 
to make a very good attempt in the 
Main Exams. 

Interview: The object of the interview 
IS to assess the suitability of the candidate 
for a career in public service. It is an 
assessment of not only the intellectual 
qualities but also social traits and interest 
in current affairs. Some of the qualities 
judged arc. mental alertness, critical 
pow'ers of assimilation, logical exposition, 
balance of judgement, variety and depth 
of interest, social cohesion, leadership and 
above all, intellectual and moral integrity. 
It is natural, though purposive 
conversation. To succeed in the interview, 
candidates should take an intelligent 
interest not only in areas of their subjects 
but also in what is happening around 
them both within and outside their 
country. They should be aware of modern 
currents of thought and in new discoveries 
which should arouse the curiosity of well 
educated youth. That is why it is most 
important to read current magazines and 
newspapers, watch television programmes 
on current affairs and also discuss the 
issues with friends or parents on a regular 
basis. Usually, double the vacancies are 
called for interview sc' that a person has 
quite a good chance of being selected, 
though there are cases of people who 
have not been able to cross the final 
hurdle. 

Which Subjects?: One question tli.il 
is often asked by students is about the 
subjects that they should take up. Sinci 
some subjects are scoring, students wish 
to opt for them. There is no doubt that 
some subjects are scoring. But one tiling 
that must be kept in mind is one's 
' aptitude. If one has studied a subject since 
i school and one is comfortable in it, 
i chances of doing well in it are greater 
j rather than taking up an imrclated subject 
' which one may never have studied. 

I Moreover, if one has an aptitude in a 


certain subject, one can express oneself 
better in it. A look at the syllabus will 
help you decide which subjects you 
should take up. Generally speaking, do 
not choose an entirely new subject in 
which you will have to work very hard. 

If the optional is prepared well for the 
preliminary and the same subject is also 
planned to be opted as one of the 
optionals, it is very useful and save a lot 
of labour. 

How to Prepare: Once you have 
decided to appear in the Civil Services 
Exam, preparations should start early. 
General Studies covers a vast spectrum of 
subjects. The candidate should read good 
introductory books: Indian polity and 
economics, the freedom struggle and 
current affairs. A look at past papers helps 
get an idea about the kind of questions 
that are asked. Over the years, the 
CoMi’i-.TiTioN Master has pubUshed stilved 
papers which can be referred to. The 
magazine is also invaluable for current 
affairs updates. The candidate should 
practice several objective type papers so 
that mistakes are not made in the final 
attempt. It may be advisable to join a 
coaching institute so that one keeps in 
touch with other students and discuss 
issues with them. It is important, however, 
to select a good institute. Talking to 
friends who have been successful would 
give a good idea about the quality of these 
institutes. 

Develop your personality: It may be 
.“.aid that clearing the civil services exam 
IS a big challenge Because of the large 
number of applicants, the competition is 
very stiff. Preparabons should therefore 
start well in time. If one docs tlie course 
in the degree course seriously and with 
an eye on the civil services, a great deal of 
work can be avoided later on. At the same 
time, steps should be taken to develop 
one's personality so tliat one is fluent in 
speech and able to express liimself well. 
One should learn time management as 
well and make do with non-serious 
friends who tend to waste time in gossip 
It should be realised that family and 
triends have a major role to play if you 
are to be successful in this gruelling 
exam. 
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Question Box 


Q. What is disinvcslnienl of shares? 
How can the j;overnment disinvesl them? 

Iviliii! Iiiiri. (LI /' > 
A. Dism'.\ (.■‘'InuMil nl shares means that 
the };(n eininent j;ives iip its sharelioldinj; 
I'V selling; the sliares to other parties. In 
this wav, tiie mwstnu'iit of the govern¬ 
ment is treeil lor use in (dher areas The 
goveinmi'iil can disinxest shares by sell¬ 
ing them to iTnanrial institutions and 
iianks or ti' emplovees of the organisations 
and even tlie public 

Disinvestment id shares in pnblu sec¬ 
tor tiiid('rtak,ings has been recommended 
blit the government is dragging its h'el as 
it does not want to give up control of these 
compar', - 

Q. What is the meaning of "TFM" 
written on soap wrappers? 

-- \i .‘\nnil\iinhv Miuhi/if’i/lh’ lA I' i 
A. H'M stands lor "Total I aOv Mate¬ 
rial" in tile soap, liaswallv, soap is made 
from tat and uiuslii soda The amount o| 
lat in 'I woiiivi deti'rmine the ijualitv of 
the soap 1 he TIM mentions the percent¬ 
age o', lativ material m ibe sisip .md is an 
indiiah'i ot il-. '.lu ilif. 

0. If 1 go abroad, can I get a good job 
with the qualification ot C ompany S-.cretarv? 

! I'ii./i'i/ Ihi’L ii.'s-,ii,i 
'ill ii b .i| a t.ompam Secietarv is 
toeiisi.vi that..imiMiiiesari tolknvingthe 
pnivisu-n .11 tl'.e i.ea In IikIm, it vv'ould 
mean loll'".Vmg thr unpanies Act i)il- 
lerent cennu'ies vvili h.ive dilleient law: 
and the Indi.in i, .'nii anie'- .\cl wii! not be 
relevani tliere It is Ihereto'e. higblv un 
iikelv that .i t oeapam' Seirelaiv from In 
dia will lind ,i joi- in this hue in another 
io>.inlr\ lie ivoiiid have to gel naming in 
the law ol that cHinlrv to be lonsidered 
tor emplovment 

Q.! have qualified in more than five 
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written examinations. But I fail in the 
interview. What should I do? 

■ Surr<li k'limnr Sahno. Aiiyii/ (On>>ti) 
A. What is seen during the interview 
of lompetitive examinations are person- 
alilv and communication skills. You ap¬ 
parently lack one or both You should try 
to overcome these delects by seeking help 
trom a professional. Personality can be 
developed by improving manners, eti¬ 
quette, the kind ot clothes one wears, and 
s(' on. (dmmunicatiiin skills can be de¬ 
veloped bv practice. loin classes or prac- 
li-si’ speaking among your friends. Form 
vour opinions on current affairs. Learn to 
debate and give counter argumcnis. Onci 
voii have learnt these skills, v'.ui will suc¬ 
ceed in the iiitervievv too t )1 course it calls 
tor a lot ol hard work belore you vvill be 
al.ilo to develop yourself 

Q. What are space stations? 

■ Ruihi kimrmu Jalandhar (Pwinib) 
A. Space .-tahons are craft stationed 
in space on which iuimans can live. They 
are self-suificienl modules generating then 
L'vv n electricitv .ind carry supplies of food 
and oxygen Thev are used to conduC 
experiments in space Transfer ol men and 
supplies IS done thnnigh docking of a 
'Ui’plv ship irom the eartlv—the two craft 
art pi.-Liselv manoeuvred and loined and 
thi transfer lakes place thioiigli a passagi 
that IS docked. 

0. Wh.it is personnel management 
and what are its job prospects? 

Shailf-h /vds/dgi, l.u.kiwii' I'J.RI 
A. I. ompanies employ people and to 
manage them, personnel managers are 
required. To bci oine a pensonnei manager, 
one can di' MBA with specialisation in 
personnel or MPM. Certain diplomas are 
also offered. Since all companies employ 
people, the job prospects of the personnel 
manager are good. 


' '' i I’A^C" \V*. 


Q. Why docs water feci cooler to us 
at room temperature? 

--Chikkala Pramn, V'ls/iiiUwpiitiiKii;' i I’j 

A. The specific heal ol air .mJ. water 
are ilifterenl. When we put our hand in 
water at room temperature, heat flows 
Iroin our body to the water That is wb\ it 
appears cc-olcr There is little transter I'l 
heat in air, so in companson the vv.uer 
appears soothing in summer time 

Q. Can 1 do CA or MBA after class 
127 

—Mamkaraii Miyn ■Pinija'i'i 

A. You can join the C'.A uuirsi iMei 
class 12 hut not MBA tor which gradiio- 
tion IS required I ven foi L'.A ii is adv i- 
able to do giadualion lor d.-laded 
information, ask toe a booklet tiom ilv 
Institute ol C'liaiTeied .Accoiir.t.ioi- ol in 
dia, which will answer all your question' 

Q. Is it possible for India and Paki¬ 
stan to unite again? 

- Ro-^hna Knhun. 'i'lini! ' 

A. TheoicTivalh speaking, iielbaig 
impossinle in lodav'.s world l oriiie: I'H- 
L’SA and Russia are working logeuiei, 

' (ierm.'iiiy iias been re uioled and ! iiu j c 
IS also loming Uigetlver. 1 h.ere is stien-'tn 
in unite and the w o: Id is di-.ci \ enng lliis 
For India and Pakisian to c- ine together, 

, there has l(> be visionaries on both sides. 

' They woukl have to oveicome vested in¬ 
terests such as smugglers, muitinalienal 
' arms supplier industries and tlie ariin es 
lablishments, who will undoubtediv be 

■ rendered useless m Ihe eveni of n-niufi 

j cation. Because a threat perception is built 

■ up, friendly relations are not allowed to 
; foster between the two countries. That is 
1 why re-unification of India and Pakisian 
' docs noi seem possible in the near future, 
! thougli nothing can be said about what 

■ happens in the coming years. 

Q. Is it possible for a student of 





Economics Honours to become a bank manager? 

— Suli’klm Si'll, lloiij^lthi (W B ) 

A. Yos. You should prepare for Bank RO. examinations and 
try to clear them. I ook out for dates and procedure in adxertisc- 
nii’iits released bv the Banking Ser\'ice Recruitment Board. Ideally, 
\'oit slii'uld prepare while you are in B.A. or M.A. so that you do 
not waste a year 

Q. I want to earn Rs 40,000 per month or even more. What 
should I do? 

- Nilin Sharma, Kaii^ra (II I’) 

A. We are often asked this question and many young people 
seem to think that doing course X or Y will automatically c ;t 
them a job ol Rs 40,(X)0 a month. Unfortunately, there is no magic 
formula The secret of earnmg a good amount is hard work and 
l.iboui Choose a profession ^vhich you are interested in or have 
aptitude in Try to be good in it. If you are good, people will 
want your serv ices and you can earn well. If you are mediocre, ] 
vou will find no takers tor your services, no matter how many 
degrees you have If vini look around yourself, you will find 
llvil not all t. As, MB.As. doctors or engineers earn very much 
t)iilv a lew do We, therefore, suggest that instead of putting a 
ill 'lU'tai \ V aliie to your ambition, decide to be good in whatev er 
v'oii ito In the. way. you can be .-.uccessful and earn a good 
salaiv toil 

CV Is the preparation for CAl and ViCA the same? 

- ■ Kill’ll Cimdiui, Fnnduhnd (llnri/niwi 

A. t A1 lequiros a high level ot I'nglish and compara- 
l!\ elv lower level maths The MC.\ requires higher level ot math-' 
md rea-'Oiiiiig but less oi I nglish. The preparations for the two 
I'xaiTis would be Jiitereiif, t'lough there could be some cc>mmoii 
j lemeni- 

Q. What is "piotocol" that is used in matters of Stale’ 

-Miiiiii-. i >;;'!7'i'di, lltinikhpur (1.1 /’.) 

A. I'ri'ti- I'I e. ;iu system ot rules governing foinul occasions 
Me>’iings l.cn'ei-n .-'.overnmeiit'., heads of State’, diplomats etc 
.ill’ v.overiie'i b\ ottaial elkiuette Ihi.s is evklenl whenever 
vliguuaiie,-- visii I'lii c 'unlrv 

(J, I am a student of class 12. I would like to join 
agriculture oi animal hu.sbandry. How can I apply for such 
courses.’ 

■Siivifii Snndlui, Pniiipat (Hiiii/annl 

• A. There are many institutes, including agricultural 
uiuversilies. W'hich offer courses in agriculture and animal 
husbandry. You can seek admission in the Agricultural University 
ol Haryana located at Hisar or the Karnal Dairy Research 
Institute. You c.m also prepare for the entrance exam of Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) after class 12. The 
exam is held in May every year and you can seriously consider 
this possibility. 


; ...*v V r,. ■ 
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VOCABULARY 


hnpnnie Ydur Wdfd Power 


1. acrophobic: (fl) extremely fearful (b) very popular (c) ex¬ 
tremely interesting (d) highly valued. 

2. brinkmanship; (a) poor opinion (6) dangerous policy (c) safe 
arrival (d) rough weather. 

3. condescence: (fl) folly (fc) arrogance (c) poverty (d) kind¬ 
ness. 

4. deportment: («) conduct (b) irritation (c) pleasure (d) pain. 

5. exotic; (a) native (b) expensive (c) foreign (<f) familiar. 

6. feckless: (d) innocent (b) ignorant (c) inefficient (d) in¬ 
sane. 

7. genuflect: (a) bend (the head) (b) push (the button) (c) pull 
(the door) (d) bend (the knee). 

8. herald; (a) withhold (b) annoimce (c) postpone (d) contest. 

9. inveigle: (a) deny (b) drop (r) attract (d) annoy. 

10. jerry-build; (a) run (fast and awkwardly) (h) act (quickly 
and timely) (c) join (immediately and thoughtlessly) (d) build 
(quickly and cheaply). 

11. lousy: (a) very polite (h) very bad (c) over-confident (d) very 
punctual. 

12. mush-room; (n) spread (h) shrink (c) sprinkle (d) shiver. 

13. niminy-piminy; (a) natural (b) original (c) affected 
(d) coward. 

14. ooze; (a) achieve (b) show (c) deprive (d) believe 

15. penchant: (a) mystery (h) story (c) song (d) inclination. 

16. retrr-ct: (a) invent (b) discover (c) withdraw (d) reject. 

17. squawk: (a) complam (b) compete (c) convince (d) ciKip- 
erate. 

18 titivate: (a) make fun {b) make smart (c) make fool (d) iiuikc 
mistake. 

19. vertiginous: {a) causmg contusion (h) causing ill-will (c) push¬ 
ing liard (d) crj’ing loud. 

20. wonky; (a) stable (b) strong (c) slow (d) unsteady. 

ANSWERS 

1 acrophobic: (fl) extremely fearful. 

—The head of the government was feeling acrophobic in the 
plummeting (falling steeply) political market 

2. brinkmanship, (b) dangerous policy. 

—Both the University authorities as well as the strikmg teach¬ 
ers have been engaged in a game of brinkmanship while the stu¬ 
dents continue to suffer. 

3. condescence: (d) kindness, grace. 

—The pictures and other examples of their works illuminate 
the book on India with their condescence. 

4. deportment: {a) conduct, behaviour. 

—Her dignified deportment tliroughoui the trial was com¬ 
mended even by the judge. 


5. exotic: (c) foreign, strange. 

—The lady with exotic clothes on her person was an object 
of curiosity and gossip for the villagers. 

6. feckless: (c) inefficient, irresponsible. 

—Ruinous economic experiments by a feckless leadership 
are not unknown to Indiaas. 

7. genuflect: (d) bend (the knee). 

—The Princess was a different person who had the world 
genuflecting before her. 

8 . herald: (b) armounce, pmclaim. 

—The French Revolution heralded a new era of 'liberty, equal¬ 
ity and fraternity’ in the civilised world. 

9. inveigle: (r) attract, persuade. 

—She nnvigled him into the house and robbed him while he 
slept. 

10- jerry-build: (d) build (quickly and cheaply). 

—Most of the houses meant for the poor are jerry-hui'J and 
that is why they don't last long 

11. lousy: (b) very bad. 

—(lovernment employees seldom endear themselves to 
people because of their loiisi/ performance and arrogant behaviour. 

12. mush-room: (a) spread, increase (in number). 

— Mush-rooming of lottery stalls in the city has created many 
economic hardships for the poor. 

13. niminy-piminy: (c) aftecled, artificial, not genuine. 

—The resolution passed by llie ruling elite was loo limited 
in scope and too mminy-pimtiii/ in tliriisl. 

14. ooze; (b) show (freely). 

—Princess Diana had glamour, she oozed style, site was on 
more Imnl page.', and riiort magazine covers than anyone in 
living memory 

15. penchant: (d) inclination, aptitude. 

—Our penchant for everything foreign betrays our lack of 
pride in our own heritage. 

16 retract: (i) withdraw, take back. 

—The leader of the opposition (m the lower House) rcfiiscxl 
to retract his statement on the prevailing lav/ and order situation 
in the country. 

17. squawk: (a) complain. 

—The guests present in the hall did nothing but squawked 
about the poor seating arrangement. 

18. titivate: (b) make smart or attractive. 

—She spent an hour titivating (herself) before going to the party. 

19. vertigiiious: (a) causing confusion or dizziness. 

—While coming down the steep hill, 1 could feel that it was 
a vertiginous descent. 

20. wonky: (d) unsteady, weak. 

- She still feels a bit wonky after her accident. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 

This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examina- ; 
tions and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well ; 
in advance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess j 
their own suitability and that of the institute before applying — this ' 
feature is not a recommendation of any course or institute. 



Union Public Service Commission 



Recruitment Programme for 1998 



Exam 

Date of 

Last Date 

Exam Date 



Notification 



1. 

Civil Services 





(Preliminary) Exam 

29.11.97 

12.1.98 

31.5.98 

? 

Civil Services 





(Mam) Exam 


- 

3010.98 

3 

. Engineering Services 

2012.97 

2.298 

21.6.98 

4 

Indian Forest Services 

3.1.98 

16.298 

12.7.98 

5 

Railway Apprentices 





Exam 

7 2.98 

23.398 

23.8.98 

6 

Indian Economi&'Statisiical 





Services 

28 2 98 

134,98 

6.9,98 

7 

NDAi'Naval 





Academy Exam 

21 3.98 

4598 

20.9,98 

8 

Combined Detence 





Services 

4,4,98 

18598 

41098 

■} 

Geologisls Exam 

4.7.98 

31.898 

13.12.98 


Civil Services 

Civil Services Examination, 1998— Eligibility; Degree of 
any universities as specified and age between 21-28 years. There 
are four attempts. Last date; January 12. 1998. Apply on the 
prescribed form to; Under Secretary (CSP), Union Public Service 
Commission, Oholpur House, New Delhi -110 011 with a DD for 
Rs 40. For details see advt pujlished on 29.11.98. 

Computers 

Master of Science (Computer and information Science) 

—Eligibility: Graduation with honours or graduation with two years, 
work experience. Written test: GRE and TOEFL. Last date: Feb¬ 
ruary 20, 1398. Apply to. Registrar, National University of 
Singapore, 10 Kent Ridge Crecent, Singapore ■ 119260 

Law 

B.A., LL.B (5 years integrated course)— Eligibility: Class 12 
with minimum 50% marks and age below 20 years. Written test: 
May 3,1998. Last date: March 16, 1998. Apply to: National Law 
School of India University, Nagarbhavi, Bangalore - 560 072 with a 
DD for Rs 200. 



CHANARYA 


1. A. S. ACADEMY 

Under the direction of Mr. A. K. MISHRA 


Starts fresh batches for 


FOUNDATION COURSE 


- a comptete guidance for Pre & Mams 'g8 
on 5th & 20th December 1997 & for 


PRELIMS '98 


on 20th Dec. 1997 & 10th Jan. 1998 
Subjects ofTered : G.S., Essay, History, Pub. 
Adinn., Geography, Hindi Litt., Pol. Science, 
Anthropology, Socio., Botany, Zoology, 
Maths, Physics & Pali Litt. 


Seasoned experts, bureaucrats & academicians 
to teach all the subjects offered by us 


•k Caring guidance A Conducive atmosphere 


AIR CONDITIONED READING ROOM & 
WELL EQUIPPED LIBRARY 


k SEPARATE CUSSES IN ENGLISH & HINDI MEDIUM 
k LODGING & BOARDING FACILITY AVAIUBLE 


COftR€SPONDnNC€ COURSC 


available in selected subjects 

(interview guidance} 

Regular guidance for IAS., P.C.S., 
M.N.Cs.. Management & all other 
kinds of executive class intervieuvs 

For Prospectus please send Rs. 30/- by MO/DD to 

Chanakya Academy 


A/42-44, Manushree Building, Commercial 
Complex, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Dclhi-110 009 
Phone : 76S262S, 7652337 


CAUTION ; WE HAVE NO BRANCH 




















Januaiy: BeforeandllRerlndependenGe 


Bcloiu Indcpi'iuliMice 

lon^ .iri'cU ut wont*- wliuh look 
plan' diiiini; tin- mi'iiths of ianiiary in 
the pre-iiidependt'nt history ot Fiidia 
include Mahatma Clamlhi l\oachin>; 
Bombav on |anuary 9,1995 after 
spending about two decades in South 
Attica, shooting down of Lamest Day 
by (iopinath Sahav and others, 
mistaking him tor Commissioner ot 
Police, Calcutta, on lanuary 12, 1924 and 
commencement of transmission by the 
Delhi station ot the Indian State 
Broadcasting Service on January 1, 1936. 
In this section we shall locus on the 
publication ol Rowlalt Bill and visit ot 
British I’ailiamentarv delegation t>i 
India. 

Rowlait Bill 

About a u’ai alter the l.iKknou 
Congres'. in lo](i, v, huh toi'k U}) a 
resolution protesting against llu 
extensil e use of Dc'tcnce of India \cl 
and the Regiilalicm of 1818, tliv 
t ic)\ ernment ol India appointoj a 
coirLinittcc-- to .mport on the 
revidutionan minemenl and tii ad\ise 
legislation t(< l•nfll.•il r!u- ginenimvni m 
di'al vlrei ii\el\ '.vitr, il Iht loinmituc 
na’’ pii‘'ivlis! I'\ lu’'luf Rnwlatt ainl 
nii'iiJis! iv. 1 ' iiii'ges oi Indian lli.gli 
!'i In h.in l.nwi’i and a seiiiiti 
t sv \I' ottM.il ll'i’ lonimitti'c Ira' ed 
li'r (liir a i; . ruiiiiia! vonspiraiif' in a 
n I ''II 'I n l. omnultve Report. 
i41s—■, h.if!' I'.i thi. ti!;iv .nroughi 
helnre the puiilic tni olent ti' whif!', 
ifdiici'oii had '.pi'-id T!ie committee 
'Uggeslfd the en.v Iman' of wider 
p-OMsions the exien' ol imprisoning 
persons without iiial and rnmiction i>\ 
a C'Vjit of Iriv, ( ill January lit, 1919, the 
RoVvsiti Bill was piiblisbeet m tia/ette c'l 
India The Bill was \< herr.entK rvjei ted 
he Indl.ui masses an.l demoi'.,--t.M!iups 
wore . iganisad on i i.iic a ale, almost 
all o.'T the LOimli'V 


Parliamentary Delegation 
i ollowing statement ol I lerberl 
Morrison, Lord President ol the Council 
anu leader of the House of Commons, 
about His Majesty's sending 
parliamentary delegation to India, on 
January 6,1946, the British 
Parliamentary delegation reached New 
Delhi The leader ot the delegation was 
Professor Robert Richard. The mission 
was 'to convey in person the general 
vi’isli and desire of the people ot 
lingland that India should spoedih’ 
attain her full and rightful position as 
an independent partnci State in the 
British Commoinvcallh'. The delegation 
\ isited various parts ol the country and 
had di.siii.ssions with \arious political 
pai til's 

After Independence 
Piedomin.int ei.ents which took place 
during the months of Jaiuiai) 
include tormalicn oi modern State of 
Orissa on lanuary I, 1948, mergei of 
C.ioch Ikluc State with West Bengal 
on January 1, 1950. signing of 
Tashkent Pai.t and death ot llie then 
Ihime .Mimstei 1 al Bahadur Shastri 
a! Lishkent on [anuary 11, 1966, 
ehiti )!i ot Indira Oandlu a? Part', 
h .kIv' on laiuiary 19, 19()(), 
.iiaoguiation ot .Meghalava as tin 
IC'd' Sl.ile ol India and a nev\ L.mon 
h r .! O' >■: .Arunachal 'Vadesh on 
lan'iary 20. 1972 and Ravi Shastri's 
sioring te run'- tn hitting six sixiS to 
I'llak Ra| at hoinuav on January 10, 
1985. 

fn tl'.'s section we shall focus on 
the 'assassination of ,Vlaiiatma 
Gandhi' and passing of 'anti¬ 
delection law', 

.Assassination of Gandhiji 
Withstanding constraints of aging, 
Mahatma Ciandhi, while li\ing under 
toii'.lani Ihteal on his life, continued 


with his relentless etlorts to ensure 
. communal harnumv in the counfrv 
On January 20 1948 a bomb exploded 

■ near his prayer meeting at the Uirla 
' House and reacting to it, Mahatma 

Gandhi, on January 21. .staled that 
: 'no one should look down upon the 
misguided youth who throw tlie 
bomb'. Later, or. January 30, alter 
having his meal at 4 30 pin, (iandhiji 
attended a meeting wherein he 
through a slip to Jawaharlal \ehiu 
einphasii'ed the need to close up 
alleged ditlerenu's witli S.irdai Pale! 
in the interest ot llie iialion. aiul in 
the process he rem.irki'tl, ‘I nuisl Iimi 
mvselt away . I'hoiealler, viliile being 
accompanied In Abba and Mami, 

■ w hen .ipproai hitig the piaii'r ground 
to greet the g.ithering aiouivl, 
Nathiiram \'!na'i'ak l.oiiso elhowid 
his wav to Gandhiii and tneil thiii. 
shots at iiandhiii. Gandhiji I'lv.ilhcvl 
Ins last with, die word'’. tlv\ Ram 

Anti-Deiection Laiv 
Ddeiliuii has bvei, one d liie m,nn 
disenlianchises lo Indian politics (i. 
che^k its iiioiiiiie. Indira Gandh.' m.'ii 
a iiilile attempt in h'"' l.iU'i in 
Moral'll Desai ai-o sliwt'd tor it 
Howevei, it was tin K,,|i' i,.indhi's 
C.iAirnineiil whidi (lie, i.'ii ■■‘Ond 
Ameiutinenl !./ llu ( oiistiliilion to 
lormallv (.mb detvclii"i, who i on 
January 30, 198.5, tiif I ol ''^.liiiia 
unanimously p.issed the Bill on the 
.Anti-Defection' The law also brought 
within Its purview independent 
members by disi|ualilvjng them it they 
join any political party after their 
election. .Nonetheless, the existing law 
is riddled with a number of mtnearies 
: like : how best to neutralise a situiition 
in 'which p.irfv bosses assume 
undemocratic altitude or as to what 
will h.ippcn to a memln.r •.vlu) is 
expelled frima a party? 
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Test of Reasoning—I 


One number in the following questions does not belong to 
the series. Find this odd-one out. 

1. l.S; 14, 10; 4; -15 



(fl) 13 

(b) 14 

(0 

10 

(d) 

4 

(c) 

-15 

2, 

1; 1; 2; -1 

1; 5; 9; 4; 16 








(fl) 2 

(b) 1 

Ic) 

5 

(d) 

16 

(f) 

9 

3. 

8; 12; 17 

'; 26; 38, 53 








(fl) 12 

((’) 17 

(c) 

26 

(d) 

38 

(c) 

53 

4. 

1; 9; 16, 

24; 36; 49 








(«) 9 

(l7) 16 

(r) 

24 

(d) 

36 

(r) 

49 

5. 

3; 6; 12; 

24; 36; 96 








{</) 3 

(b) 12 

(0 

24 

(d) 

36 

(e) 

96 

6. 

7;'); 17; 

33; 65, 129 








(fl) 7 

(h) 17 

(r) 

33 

(d) 

65 

U’) 

129 

7. 

3; 4; 7; 1 

11; 16; 29 








(fl) 16 

(b) 29 

(<) 

7 

(d) 

4 

(f) 

3 

8 

ID- 100; 

11; 111, 12; 

114 







(ii) 11)0 

lb) 11 

(0 

111 

(d) 

12 

(c) 

144 


Find out the missing numbers/letters in the series given 
below: 


<■) 

1,2, .3; 5, .. 

; 11, 13 



(fl) b 

ib) 7 

(c) 8 


id) 9 

(e) 10 


10 

36, , 64, 81; 100 



i-d 42 

ib) 45 

(r) 49 


Id) .32 

(c) 5(1 


!l 

BG, El-, !j; 

, TU 



ill] MN 

(h) OP 

(c) PQ 


id! QK 

(c) NO 


12. 

i;Z; I'.X; GV. 

1 IT; .. 



1(1) Kl< 

ib) IK 

(c) KQ 


(d) IQ 

«■) JK 


13. 

ED; HG; . 

, NM; QP 



(«) jl 

(/>) EK 

IV) JI 


id) K| 

0) 1) 


14. 

AZY; XWV; 

IbK; ONM, . 



(fl) IHG 

ib) |!li 

(0 HGE 


id) KJl 

(0 GEE 


15. 

3(G)4; 4(1)5; 

5(K'i6; 6(7)7; 7(0)8 



(«) L 

(b) M 

(<•) N 


id) P 

(c) 0 



lb. C(8)E; H(19)K; 0(?)W; C(29)Z; l'(16)| 

(<J) ?>2 {h) 40 (c) 27 

(d) 42 (f) 30 

Qs. 17-20 are based on the letters occurring in the word 
ENVIRONMENT 


17. How many sets of two letters are as far from each other 
as they are in the alpJiabctical order? 

ill) None (ft) 1 (c) 2 

(d) 4 (c) 5 

18. How many letters have been used in the word? 

(fl) 6 ' (b)7 (c) 8 

id) 9 (f) 10 

19. Which popular word can be formed by using 3id, 6th, 
8th and 9th letters of the word? 

20. If the letters of the word were written in reverse order, 
which letter would be exactly in the middle of 9th letter from 
your left and 7th letter trom your right? 

(a) R (h) N (c) 0 

(d) I (c) E 

21. Which three-letter word, if used after the set of letters 
on left and before the set on thp right would form new words? 

PAR(- - -)KEY 

22. In 1996, the Republic Day (26th January) was on Friday, 
then the Independence Day (15th August) must have been on: 

(») Sunday (h) Monday 

(c) Tuesday (d). Thursday 

(f) Wednesday 

Seven villages. A, B, C, D, E, F and C are situated as follows: 
I' is exactly between A and B 
D is 2 kins to the west of G. 

E is 3 kms to the west ot G. 

A is 2 kms to the e.irt of 11 
r IS 2 kms to the north of G. 

C is 1 km to the south ot A. 

23. VVliich two .ire the farthest? 

(a) I; a.nd G (h) B and G 

(f) ‘\ and D (d) F and A 

((’) B and C 

24 How far and in which direr tion is D from E? 

(«) 1 km south 
(M 1 kill east 

(c) 2 kms north 

(d) 2 kms south 
(c) 1 km north 

25 Mukesh is 25th in a line of boys from your left and 
Ramesh is 19th from your right. There are 5 boys between Mukesh 
and Ramesh. How many boys arc there in the line’ 

(a) 49 ' (ft) 48 

(c) 37 (d) 38 

(c) None of these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are Iwo sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 


L 

A 

A 

A 

vL 


U/ 

□ 

o 


/ \ 
L 


(V 


Y O 

X C> 

• 

X 

Y 0 

o 

X 

o ^ 

• ^ 

X 

0 

!#* O 
o X 

ffl 

H9 

vb vb 

€- > 
T < 

T sb 

-c > 

T < 

T sb 
> > 

A -C 

T Y 
> > 

Y -C 


V 



> 


O" 

S) 

El 



i\v 

^ y v\ ^ ^ ^ A 


& 


O 

A 

0 

-c 

O 

O 

T 

0 

vb 


<?> <°) 


O 

V/' 


X 


0• ^9 OO 

XXX 

^ i i 


TA AA TA 

> (r < < y < < (r y 

Y< Y-C Y-< Y-C Y-C 


> > > > 


0 <3 Q <G 


^ A^ 


nP n \P n 
i /V\ i 
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4f < O 


' / . V ‘ *• •« y . \ 





a^' 

FR 

¥ 

( » 

?s 

vb 

^Oa 

\ 

\ 

r* ^ 
r -T 

J •J 

1 ^ 
r J 
J ^ 

1 1 
r -T 

-T .J 


‘§Cti ^ 


?K bk 4} ^ 

vy v.y 

6 f A 5 ^ 


^ ^ ^ 


111~i.j"^ "1“1 

•i*n •n*i •I'l •^•n 

1»J u^ 1-1 L.1^ 


ox 

+ 

X V 

AO 

X 

vx 

A 4 = 

O 

t 

o 


/ 

\ 

(! 

) 

o 

t 

6 


□ +0 © □ 
XQ 0 c=5 X + 0 

© □ □ 0 


□ 0 


-tt- o o ^ o 

H X <3 X 
V + A 


X O O X 


4 = 


? "f 


0 ? 0 ? 
□ □ 


A® ''^ 

•0 nO© c=> + 
□ + □ 


CKD 


$ $ $ 
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O "H" df 

UD A 

own 

UD A 

O 

X J/A 




■H-DA -H-Ovl' -H-OX UOX XA 
OXU» whA '-^A'i' □A'l' OD'i' 


Find the odd-mnn out; 

B C 



□ o ~ 

L. □ 

O A 


S 

^ V 0/7 







“■_0 IT O f? r-^i 






— 


T4.mc^Ll 


Match the following questions with in), (b), (c) and id) so 
as to form a circle. 



■ 


*• <ji> 

Q 

c. 

D. <Jip^ 


In questions 71) to 75,1’roblem I inures I and 11 have a definite relationship. \our task is to find out from A, B, C, D and E the 
fijsure that has a similar relationship with Problem Figure 111. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


IZl 

[XX 
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TEST M BEftSONING 





M 

o 


[£l 

• 

• • 

• • • 

s® • • 

a« • • 
• • • 





ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. {(/) Co on deducting 1^2^3^4v..froinnumbcrs The number 

ought to be 1 

2. (f) Ouglil to be 3. The series is 1, 1’; 2, 2’; 3; 3% 4 . 

3. (a) Ought to be 11. Cio on addiirg 3, 6, ‘t, 12 ... to numbers 

4. (i) The scries is 2‘; 3-; 4^; 5^; (v ... 

5 (d) Ouglil to be 48. Each number is double of the preceding 
number. 

6. («) Ought to be S. Co on adding 4, 8, 16, 32 .. to numbers 

7. (fl) Ought to be 18 Earn number is the total of its two 

preceding numbers. 

8. (c) Ought to be 121. The series is 10, 10'; 11; 11-'; 12, 12- ... 

9. (b) They all are prime numbern in series 

10. (c) Tlie series is 6-; 7’; 8' . 

11. (r) The gap in letters increases by one. 

12. ((i) The first letters of the series are 1, f, C, 11 I and the 

second one-- skip one letter, Z, ,\, V m recerse ordei. 

13. (d) The pair of letters has letters in rever-.e order, one lettei 

IS dropped between pairs. 

14 'fl) The letters are in reverse order and the giip increases In 
one 

Ih (/i) .Add the lUiinbc.'S on lell and right of brackets Iheleltei 
on that number among tlw alphabets is written inside 
the brackets. 

16 (b) Reverse the above pre-ess. 

17. (e) EN(last one), IM; ON, NM and OM 

18. (r) 19. MOVE 20 [,i) 21. Df^N 22 (d) 


figures may be clockwise, anti-clockwise, right and left 
or up and down or vice-versa, trom corner to corner or 
along certain points In the same way, some figures may 
ha\’e a regular pace while others mav advance by adding 
or losing a step with each movement. {Lxamph's, 28, 41, 
49 etc.). 

) Something may be added to the figures or dropped 
from it with each step^ (Fxnwpirs, 26, 27, 30, 34, 37, 39, 
54, 55 etc). 

) Some figures in the question may interchange places 
with other figures, while others, in the same question 
ma\ not move or mav move or change places with other 
figures according to a set pattern, (i xainpitv, 33, 3b, 40, 
43, 51 etc.) 

home figures ma\ change size or shape alternatel) or 
according to a set pattern (r,\f?/i//)/c,s, 35, .38, 42, 50, 53 
etc ) 



(. 

28 

c 

29. 

1: 

.50 

13 

31 

A 

33 

C 

34. 

B 

.35 

13 

3r. 

A 

37 

C 


C 

4ti. 

A 

41. 

B 

42 

B 

43 

E 

45 

A 

4f. 

D 

47 

n 

48. 

C 

49. 

A 

51. 

B 

52 

C 

53. 

1‘ 

54 

1- 

.55. 

A 


23. (d) 

24. (a) 

25. (c) 


® 0 ® 

® • • © 

@ • © 


For answering the next type ol ijuc'tioth, keep the 
(guidelines in mind as they might proir heipfid 

(i) Study each figure given in each question independently. 

as well as in relationship of other figures. 

(/'O All the figures in a question need not move in the same 
direction or at the same pace. The movements of the 


Ihe paltein is wrong. 

Ill all the others, one side has one figure more than the 
other 

In all tile others, the lines foiming tigures increase by 
one 

The number ot petals and dots ought to he the same. 
In all the others, there is no difference in the direction 
of the inner and outer figure. 

The pattern is on the wrong side. 

All the other figures have five arms. 

All the others have three curved lines and two straight 
ones. 

The inner figure should have one side less. 

In others, one of the figures points towards opposite 
direction. 

67. (d) 68. (b) 69. (ri) 70. C 71 B 

73. A 74. B 75. E 
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TestofReasoniiH—II 


Find the odd-man out: 


1 

(d) Dr H I- Bhabha 

(h) 

Archimedes 


(c) Churchill 

(d) Michael Faraday 



(c) Einstein 




n 

(d) leprosy 

(M diabetes 

(G 

rabies 


(d) polio 

(c) protein 



3. 

(d) Bhojpiiri 

(l>) Gujarati 

(G 

Ori\M 


((f) Bengali 

(c) Marathi 



4. 

(d) potato 

(b) tomato 

fr) 

lurnij) 


((/) onion 

(c) ginger 



5. 

(d) Pataliputra 

(f>) Hastinapur 

(G 

Kanpur 


fd) Kaushamhi 

(r) Ujjaini 



6. 

(d) clang 

(/)) clatter 

(G 

uproar 


(d) resonance 

(c) gleam 



7. 

(d) gun 

(b) cannon 

(G 

sword 


(d) rifle 

(c) pistol 



8. 

(d) cash 

(b) cheque 

(G 

debenture 


(•/) dollar 

((’) dralt 



In each question below are given two 

items that have 


definite relationship between them. Your task is to find out 
from (a), (h), (r) and id) the pair of item with an identical 
relationship. 

9. wrestling ; arena 

(a) cricket ' stadium (/>) skating . rink 

(c) badminton ; .shuttle-<.uck {d) clie->'' che^'-rnen 
It) High t ourt. Siiprenie Loiirt 

(a) school ; college 

(b) Prime Minister ; President 
(t) Parliament : Secretariate 
M) cold . mfliien/.a 

11 star . galaxy 
(a) tish 'quariurn 

(c) iity : countrv 

12 tablets iniection 
(a) knitting .stitching 
(c) jogging gymnastics 

13. horn steering wheel 
(fi) barrel trigger 
(() car gear 

14. lotu:. Illy 
(n) sea • river 
(c) jute . cotton 

15. church . altar 

(a) palace collage 
(h) class-room . black-board 
(c) road . lane (d) spider ; web 

16 I'hnstianity ; Isiam 
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(«) sari : salwar-kurta (li) book ; dictionary 

(r) quilt; sheet (d) lake : boat 

Qs. 17-22. Match the following questions with (a), (b), (c), 

(d), {(') and (/) on the basis of similar relationship among the 
items. The arrangement of the items may not be the same. 

17. pen : pencil . nib 

(a) bottles : cartons : drinks 

18. shirt : frock : cloth 

(b) powder : lipstick : rouge 
p). brick ■ stone : cement 

(c) kitch . bathroom • house 
20 tree : bush ■ leaf 

(d) flute ; guitar ; strings 

21. eye : tare : nose 

(c) water ■ lake river 

22. shoes ; feet: socks 

If) wcHid • table : door 

I'he words given in the following questions are written in 
a certain code, each letter represented by a figure. Your task is 
tn find out the right code for letters enclosed in box. 


23. 

PRlBlCE 







(a)V (b)© 

(c)-l- 

(d)B 

(e)mzj 

(f) 

am 

24. 

THfflRST 







(a)© (b)A 

{c)H 

(d)n 

(e)c=m 

(1) 

V 

25. 

REM!N[D] 







(a)*—3 (b)0 

(c)[rji (d)V 

(e)g 

(0 

[1 

26. 

norPal 



(e)D 




(a)a (b)y 

(c)V 

(d)^ 

(0 

X 

27. 

C0ORUS 





0 


(a) A (b)I3 

(O© 

(d) + 

(e)V 

(») 

28. 

SA03ED 







(a)x (b)A 

(c)«= 

3(d)C 

(e) + 

(0 

V 


2‘t. Which one from the choice given below would he the 
code of 'SHAKI^' according to the code signs used .abovc^ 

(a) QVa9X (b) eVAQX 

(c) CVX©© (d) ©©AV + 

(e) A+V©x 

.30. If, according to a code, 'DEVOTION' is CFUI^JNO, then 
'.ATHEISM' in that code would be; 

(fl) ZUGITITL (b) ZUGFJTL c) ZUGFHRN 

(d) ZUCiFJRN (f) ZUGFHTN 




(/') men population 
«i) Howei ■ bouquet 

(!') food vvili'i 
(d) sleep dream 

(bi bicycle scooter 
(if) ship ; boa* 

(/>) cloud : rain 
(d) grass ; pastures 





,^'hii.'^f,y' 




Qs. 31-33. Six friends Aruna, Bharti, Chandrika, Divya, 
Edna and Farida are singing a song facing the audience. 

They are standing in a line. 

Edna is between Bharti and Aruna. 

Divya is to the right of Aruna. 

Chandrika and Edna have one girl between them. 

Farida is not near Chandrika. 

31. Who is on the right corner? 

(fl) Aruna (b) Bharti (c) (lhandrika 

(d) Divya (c) Farida 

32. Bharti is between; 

(a) Edna and Chandrika 
(/)) Edna and Divya 

(c) Farida and Edna 

(if) Chandrika and Divya (c) None of these 

33. Which of the following statemenLs is wrong- 
fit) Chandrika is on the left corner. 

(f>) Divva is between Farida and Aruna 

(f) Bharti and Divya have two girls between them. 

(d) Chandrika is not near Bharti. 

(e) Farida and Bharti have three girls between them. 

Qs. 34 and 35. Mahesh reached the bus-stand at 7 .\.IV!. to 

receive his parents. Due to some natural calamity, the buses 
were delayed for quite some time and the gap between the 
arrival of the buses increased by 15 minutes for each next bus, 
i.e. the 7 A.M. bus arrived at 7.15, the next one after half an 
hour, and the next one after it after 45 minutes and so on and 
so forth. He waited at the bus-stand till 2 P.M. and then went 
home disappointed. However, his parents arrived by the next 
bus. 

34. How many buses did Mahesh sce^ 

(ill 4 (f») (i) 6 

(d) 1 (c) 8 

.3.5 At what lime did liis parents arrive at the bus-stand'’ 
yf\) 2 1.5 I’.M. [h 3 I’.M (c) 4 P.M. 

((/) 4 ^0 I’.M (i ) None of tlu*si' 

Q... .30-40. As tile college was going to stage a play based 
on Mahabharat, five friends A, B, C, U and E were given the 
roles of the :'ive Pandavas. Your task is to match the persons 
with the roles they were given on the basis of the statements 
given below: 

B and F were noi Arjun. 

Yudhishthir oi Ai|un's roles were not played by A or C 

F was neither Nakul nor Sahd'n-. 

B and C; were n.»t Bhun or Nakul. 

.36 A [u) Yudhishthir 

' 37 13 (/>) Bhim 

.38. C (r) Arjun 

S'*. D (if) Nakul 

40. E (e) Sahdev 


_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each i/uesfui/i beloit’ arc giivn two sfaWments folhi vd by 
four ivnchifioiis numbered I, II III and IV You have to take the two 


TEST OF REASONING 


f^iven statements to be true even if they appear at variance with 
commonly kmnoii facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the j^wen conc/usions logically follow from the two given 
stairmenis, disregarding commonly known forts 
Statemenls- 

41. 1. All bankii have under-ground cells 

2. All under-world activities are carried out in under¬ 
ground apartments. 

Conclusions 

1. Banks have a connection with under-world. 

II. The bank-cells arc used for under-world activities. 

III. The under-world people have their own banks. 

IV. All banks belong to the undcr-world people. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(fc) Only II follows. 

(c) Either III or IV follows. 

(d'l Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows 
Statements. 

42 I. All clubs are hotels. 

2. All hotels are monume:its 
Conclusions: 

1. All clubs arc monuments 
n. All hotels are clubs. 

III. Some moniimentJi are clubs. 

IV. All monuments are hotels 
(a) Clnly I and II follow. 

(fi) Only 1 and III follow 
(r) (3nly II and III follow. 

(d) Only 111 and IV follow 
(c) Ail the four follow 

Statements' 

43 1. Some computer." are televisions. 

2 Slime lomputeis are radios. 

ConLlusiori>- 

I Some comi liters are ncitlier television nor radio. 

II Every computer is either television or radio. 

III Some loinputers are television as well as radio. 

IV I lie computers that are television are not radio. 
(o) (3rily 1 follows. (fi) Either 1 or 11 follows. 

(c) Only 13' lollows [d] Either HI or IV follows 
(<■) C'nly liny one ot the four follows. 

Statements' 

44. 1 Some balls are cubes. 

2. Some cubes are prisms. 

Conclusions. 

I. Some balls ate prisms. 

II. Some cubes arc not balls. 

III. Some prisms are not cubes. 

IV. No prism is a ball. 

(«) Only 1 and III follow. (b) Either 111 or IV follows. 

(c) Either 1 or III follows. (d) Either II or IV follows, 

(c) Only IV follows. 

Statements' 

45. 1. All trees are mountains. 
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2. All glaciers are mountains. 

Conduswiii:: 

1. All mountains are glaciers. 

(I. Some mountains are not trees. 

III. Some mountains are trees as well as glaciers. 

IV. Some mountains are aieither glaciers nor trees. 

(fl) Fither 1 or II follows ' {/>) Hither III or IV follows, 
(c) Only 11 and IV follow (if) All the four follow. 

((’) None follows. 

Sintcments: 

46. 1. Iron is brighter than gold but blacker than silver. 

2. CopfX’r is blacker than gold but brighter than platmum. 
Conc/iisions. 

1. Silver is the brightest among the items mentioned. 
II Iron IS brighter than copper. 

III. Platinum is not as bright as gold is. 

IV. Gold is less bright than silver. 

(ii) Only I, II and III follow, (b) Only III and IV follow, 
(c) Only I, III and IV follow, (ri) All tire four follow. 

(f) Eitlier III or IV follows. 

Statements 

47. 1. All hospitals are stables. 

2. Some stables are dens 

Conclusions 

I Some hospitals arc dens. 

!1 Some dens are not stables. 

III. No den is a hospital. 

IV Some stables are neither den nor hospital. 

(ii) Only I and 11 follow. (/>) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Either I or Ill follows (if) Hither 111 or iV follows, 

(c) Any one of the four follows 
Statements' 

48. 1. S(»mc kids are infants 

2. All infants are adults. 

Conclusions. 

I. Some kids arc adults. 

II. Somr- infants are not kids 

III. All adults are infants 

IV. Ssime adults are not kids. 

(fl) Only 1 iollows (b) Only II follows. 

(r) Onl) III follows, (if) Only IV follows. 

(e) .None follows. 


relationship 

12 (i ) Doth are dilfercnl forms for achieving the same result 
1.3 la) Both are parts of the same thing 

14 (i ) Both are Uiflerent item.s of a general category 

15 (|j) line IS an essential part ol the other 
Iti. ill) Same as 14 

17 (if) Two Items helong to the same category and the third one is a part 
ol one of the two items 

IS 0 Twi' of the Items are made viut ol the third one 
14 iji) All the three aie different items used tor a common cause, huiUlmg/ 
make up 

2(1. (e) Two Items have a common item. 

21 (c) Two of the Items are part of the third item. 

22. (u) (Ine is inside the other, leet, soiks, shiws/drinks, bottles, carious 
2.1. to 2'J Sort out lommon Iclleis iii wonts ami match them with tommoii 

c.g K' IS the only Ictfir common in all the wonts, so is the sign of 
iiwcrtcJ triangle, hence it is the lode lor 'R'. 

23. (if) 24 (c) 2.';. (b) 2h. (n) 27 (,) 

28 (c) 24. (b) 

30. (ii) Letlersl,3, S, 7 . have the preceding and the remaining, the lollowing 
letter horn the alphabetical order as then code. 

31-33 Faiing the auilience Right DAF.IIC * - f.efi 
31 (e) 32 (rt) 33. (if) .14. (■)) 35 (c) 

36 (if) 37 (ii) 38. (c) .14 (c) 40. (b) 

■f he hest way to soloc tin next type ol ipieslioiis is hy Jrawiiig iliagi.ims n; all 
lilt prohahlr situations ami then rtailniig Ihc fool pioof lOinliision Here me a tew 
examples Let enih item he repiesenled hy a <ir,le inespeiluv of its sre 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 
5 

3 

4 

5 

6. (r) 

7 (c) 
8. (if) 
4. lb) 

10 (if) 

11 (if) 


He IS the only statesman among scientists 

All the others aie di.seases 

It IS the onlv dialivt among languages. 

All the others are riwit-vegetables. 

All the others aie ancient cities 

ft IS the only term that is connected with light among words related 
to different sounds. 

All the others are tired 

The only word that is conn-s-ted with currency. 

One IS the special field for the other. 

The relationship is that of degree. 

They have the single item and the concentration of such item.s 



4S lb) 
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IS tin ironv tiicit lins bivn pl.ived out iiiciin timi’s m nunies .1 polur otficei 
Scilutinj; ti crimiiitil, the very person who he should be putlinj; behind Kirs I he ftiree is not 
lontined to the movies now, but is \ei v much a part ot the Indian realih (tne wonders what ' 
eoes 111 the mind ot the police otiicer, when this happens Are all the years of study and 
trainiii); spent to become an officer merely to be able to protect a known criminal ’ 

This IS not all in almost evc'rv sphere-of actuitv, vie find a unu|uesiic.alion when- people 
w iio ac tualK do somelhinj; are suh)uj;ated tii those who ha\ e no idea about v\ hat is hcippc’nini; 

I Imv else can one explain the rather fciiinv situations lhal are iepv>rted daily in the 
pape-s’ lake cricket the team is manaj^ed and selected by a boaid and the piau'.s are at tlie 
meicv ot otiice bearers vvho have newer placed leir the country and mav newer ha\e held a 
bat sfraii;hl lake educ'ation- Iv^hiy c]ualitie'c! ae'ademics and teachers are l-'rci'd to pay bribes ' 
tor their translers. Industrial growth is sub)u>;atee1 to the whnns and pe'licic's dratted be 
(government st'cre'tanes who haci' no idea .ibout how businesses are run I he learned IAS 
eifficers, cm t'leir part, liiid iheniselve-. siibiugatc-d to iiohticiar.s v\ho use .hem as personal i 
servants and transfer them at will Anr.',' (.enerals, tor all thc'ir pomp and show, are subju- | 
(;ated to a Defer.cc' Minister wlio ina\' he more busy fighlinj; political battles on the streets | 
of the country. | 

In practically e\ery field, ihe eciuc.ded and the hard workiiij; are suhiugated to those | 
who may have never put in an honest day's work. Our cover feature this month describes « 
an asti'iindini; shift in the Indian psyche, wh»re work is no lonp.er worship, can we then | 
complain about so many thinffs going wrong with our democracy? | 
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Ilicri' !■' .1 I'cimmiii sUirx [li.i! Ims l>i'i'ii ic 
I'lMtcil nltcn .iIh'ui .1 ni.in uiii'Miir. .1 i.in cl 
I Cl krc.\i !ii'^ Will'll , 1 '^ki'i! uln iic li.is mii ,c\ 
I'li’d till’ win III ki'i'i’ them Irein i''m iipinj.’,, Iin 

.IIWl'I’l- '■llll'X .ill' inill.lM'- llll'N [’llli I'.U ll Ctlll'l 

liiiw 11 mill liius winncl i"-i ,i| i'." 1 liinii;li liic -'Icn 
I'- l.ilii ,1-. .1 |ckl', llu’lt' I'l ,111 I'lcmiMlI cl liutli 111 ll 
.’iiil ;;i\ I's 1 C ,! I li.iiii " 111 Liiii;li .It iniiscK ns 
\\ li.it Is !i.:[i|-ii'11111;.', Ill llii'i ciiiiii\ IS lie l,uii',li 
iiii', iii.illi'i !ic\\i'\i'i llv'i'.iv th..i wi'wciship 

nil Jic.'iiW .Hill li"' isi’ ,i\' .ll piilliiii', I'.ii h clhi 1 
Jew 11 li.islii’iuni.’.1 liiu’.iil II .iii'ilinn;; w il.iiiii; 
wi'll wi’leek let ii.w s In Ji'siiiiv ll 1 iil'I'in,!.’, cm 
li.iiiil'- w all iJi’i' 

l.iki’ .1 let k ill li'i’ ri'ii 111 IcnlnnI'lsii's lli.il 
li.w i’ ilcniin.ili’il till' I'.ij'i'is 111 ii'ii'ct iiiiii’s w liii li 
iilii''tr.iti this [icini ciih loiiui’l! i'iin iil liic tew 
'iiui'ssli.l I'lil'lii s.’i’tin M’liiuri's, M.iiiili I lUmi. 
IS'll J,ini.’,i’i cl lii’.ii'.; ill Inil ili’sii'iw I’ll l'\ .iiirw'l' 
llii'i iisi'ii’ii hill iiiis|'l ll I’ll ■I’n'M’cl n.iiicii ili''iii 
Ilk' i.iiln.iis li.iil 1 lui..;i;i’ii liiin;; '.in wi’l! I'llt 
new ils ewn cliiii'i-s li'i’i lii.a s,Ill'll ll.!'' I'll'!’ 
II iini’iciiiisi’J !". ,. i.ili'iii' nnisiii',; ininisii’i \n.i 
t!iciii;li till’I "iin!i \ ini’l iiinii'i cewn siicit.ii’i” 

' cnip.inir ii\ 111 ; 'll si'i lip ■-.in I' i'i"ii'i Is li.w I’iii’i"! 
'Ii.'l’liii' tii.ii’. ll 


priili' in wroikin;; things Siiiii'sstul w'orkin;; is 
nel nppiivi.iti’il - nci Joes I'lliuMteJ, mloniu'J 
cpiiiion in.illi'r It is .iliiiosl ,is il llu' wlioli' svsli'iii 
I’Mstsim'ii’K tci thi’politiii.inlcpku ;;.inu',sw illi, 
jnil till' rcsl cl IIS imisl hi' nniU' sjim t.ilois 

Mils iikw jkiinl tc till.' Il■,l);l'll\ lliiil IS hi'iiis; 
pl.wi'il iHil III liiili.i tlii'sL'ii.ns -iboi'Jiii.iti'ili'l.iss 
li.is hi'i'ii siihjiip.ili'il 1(1 llu' r.ihbk'-rcii.si'i'. il h.i'. 
hi'i'ii ill'll! oil'll Ici k stcik ,inJ h.invl inic tlio 
ll.Hills cl Ilk' picli'ssi.iikil pciitii'i.in, wlic h.is ii(> 
I I'liiiiiilnn'iil Ic llii' iciinli! nr i'\i'n In llio 
I'lnlnnm'd simoss m .nutliiiii; I’lii' ilcsiens .mil 
,11 Ill'll inns cl till' n linn; I kiss lie net I'lli'nii hi'\ eiij 
ilk' 'i('\l I'li'i'liciis mill Ilk' nil'll IS In I'uiki' liic hi si 
el Ilk' c|'p"ilnnil\ In l.ikc tlir ni.iMimini in llio 
sliiiili'sl pnssihli’ Iniii' \nil, .|s pelilii' li.is ln'i'ii 
nil ii'.isin;;h ' 1 ninn.ilisi'il a wnnij nel he wicn;; 
In s.ii lli.i! Ilk-I'llik .ill'll cl Ilk'iinnilu li.w e hei'ii 
'leliM’ii’ii nile the h.i’.Js il ilii' iiiinniiil .w well 
leJ.ii .ill pielessii.ii.il .1111! nili’lli'i lu.iU nnisl p,i\ 
ehi’is.iiui' ll. ihi .innm.ii puliln i.ni’- .n- lllen 
■li’sinw Ilk likiiii ; I'lenielieiis .niii ll.nisle's .iie 
Ieiilii'lli'il li\ ll'i’'n \iliii'\i’nii';il ,i.iii "s. .’Ili'iii r 
.11' lii;',lil\ ilr'i cnni.'J 111 iiiiiili'i n-.l.i'. hiiii.i 

The Educated Hopeless 


‘ I: I ■ I'l’iii.’jis. III'. I'll.i l.lri’iill,'I i'l'iiniil e.k ll 

i'l 1 n'.l!.’'. I’isi Ilk'll’1- .1 laii l.l'i w 111'li'i'ls n.llicii.il 
li 


I'elilii Mils I .I'liii'i sn, .I'l’i,! ,11 tik’ii Ji’si'.,ii' 
wilijciil Ilk ’-'iiipc'i el ili.’ii ’•nhiiieni.'.ii’s w lie 



Sorriu vciats ago. a booK oascriboc' the Fniviplc 
which s.nid tn.il in an oKiaM'.-innit pveav !".’r;,(in rise;, ic iii;. 
,'evoi of compptt.ini;'' In Ind'fi Ik,'.\'C\'C'; 'we kimK incomiielenr,. 
i/'T- n,i'./o croalcci a ■''•v uem that n. m no'tf.'C! riar/iiony vi'h our 
ch'Siri; for mecliorn!'; it 'wn mnni.i fiini ’••>("!loore ;nanniput.?nl 
enougf; m om ''iwc !ii'’ifl li‘ 'Vem we ■. oi’n in-oplo hoir, ettier 
lioiilb The bu/.-’wr.’rd' ’;i! orgeiiiimtnms m India nrn "Don I 
anvlhiiiq nevj iJcr,; i-ock tluj ho.a ruenitriin the slahi? 
quo 

|n iiirposi c"-'Pr'y iield 'wo find Piat thou- an,’ tow poople who 
possnso .'iK'lIrs arKl thf:.''e arc many more to rontioi ttmin Huge; 
hoards a-ncl committees are created a'ld often thf’ real pin peso 
gels lost In sports, for examplr,- we need armies of ofliciats to 
toll us how we should play 

I* would be forijn/ahle if the officials weie professionals 
and knew sometfiinq about whal they were supposed !o manage 
Uouaily, they are not .All the activities of 'he government- rural 
development primary oduc.ation, public health, industrial growth, 
the public sector- ere entrusted to secretario.s whose only 
qualification is that ttvay have passed the giuelling IAS 
examination many vears back Thev aie not prolcssionals. but 
outdated generaksb. h, these days of specialisation, the 


foolishness ot tl.i; appro,ich is more than evident in the pa 
Ihr'iin rosulis obtanied hy 'hr' govoinnieiit in hO ye,-ns of 
indepoiidoiit’i; 

Tiie iiicomtietence does not stop there To ado insult to 
in|urv a [lolitiuian is niario 10 head these crucial furicti'ir.a it .s 
alri' isi as il the incoiiipetenu' ol the bureaucrats was 'nsuHii.'ien! 
'0 wreck till? '..dusi' .mri some more people weie neederj 

Handing successful operations like Maiuli Ddyog or the 
ind- in Railways to the politician is not only .suicidal but also 
c,nminal The couniry is today bearing the co.sl of the 'collective 
ineompctencf^ ol all its past politicians To illustrate, it may take 
vears for the Railways to recover troin the schemes of a Ram 
Bilas Paswari ot Mnriiti to recover from a Mursoli Maran. 

This could be forgivable if the politicians let others do their 
work But no--private sector projects are axed on frivolous 
grounds and even in the days of liberalisation, an industrialist 
faces many controls 

I he State washes its hands of responsibility but is quick 
to punish industrialists if something goes wrong. In Assam, for 
example, there is unrestrained gle.= in having caught none other 
than Tata Tea in the ULFA tangle though not a word is being 
said about controlling the activities ot the terrorists. 
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iiR' quiilifirii in thfir fiekl.s. I( thfsf subordmiites, 
who tin- i‘(iIII-.Ill'll, resist the wroii}; orders .mil 
dii'l.ili's ol the poliliei.in, espeii.illv when 
imeioiiitmie decisions <ire t.iken or fr.uid is c<)rried 
out in p)\ eminent or>;.mis.itions, tliinj^s would 
he belter Net, lhe\' h.n e preferred to rem.iin silent 
spectiitors .mil h.ive even .issisted m the loot, 
either for persim.il greed oi te.ir ol being 
punished It would thus be wrong to bl.iine tiie 
polilici.m .ilone (.i\en .1 ch.ince, the educ.iled 
people too h.ne heh.iveii despie.ihlv .illei 
leiihmg imporl.ml position' 

I hose who <ire highl\ i duc.ited in the 
iiiunlix h.ive used the 'Vstem for their own 
benefit \n\ one w ho .11 i|uires .1 good degree, tor 
iiist.iiu'e, prelers to le.ne the countrv In 
uni\ ersilii'', there is.i \ ei\ eontr.idiclorv situ.ilion 
uheie .ill Ihi posts m.u he filled, but there .ire 
lew ['eople to te.i..h bei.uise the prolessnrs hike 
long le.ne loi trip' .ibio.id hi this u.w, lhe\ use 
the >.1 'tern to '-top othei'- lioin getting lobi w hile 
,1111.1'smg ue.illh tor themselves 

In othei tiel.ls, e\pi'iisi\ e tr.iiiimg is iinp.irled 
lo the selei I students in II is .ir .1 nthei prestigious 
inslilnlions niih !o beiiisi.ndeil toi othei i.ireers 
I he M !'. loi ni'l.inie, tinii out feu engmeeis lor 
die loiinlp. iii.is' ol Iheiii eithei go .ibro.id or 
join iii.m.igeinenl mslilules lo beioine s.desmen 
ol .oii'iimei j'lo.biils sml, .is so.ip^ ,m.l lold 

dunk' III! \e,ii' 1:1 the engmeoimg college .ire 
lendeie.l .1 w .i'le \oliodl h.is i|u.mlllied ihe loss 
!.' the 'i.ilion bei .iiise ol llns 

Th«» Challange 

ri ’ Ih.illeiii',1’ loi the ediu.lteii cl.iss is to 
'l.iiid up .ig.iiii'l the s\steni Ih.il und.'inimes il 
so iiiiicl, li e. \ m,111 live politii i.m ■ will tr\ lo 
I'uiiish those who .lie honest but il eien one 
leiused to do uh.it u.is p.ileiilh wrong, Iheie 
might some senibl.mceol honesl\ in tlieioimtrv 
1 Ol ev.iniple, il ever\ i ivil serv.mt refused to vield 
lo polilici.iiis .md did not .iccept wrong orders 
Iroiii them, Ihcie uoiiUI be no one left lo Ir.iiisler 
.mil llte problem would be si lived lo.i huge extent 
It IS when the ollici.ils .ire willing to do the .hrt\ 
work thiit it becomes possible lor the le.uler to 
subvert the system without the lOiiniv.mce of 
the civil serv.mt or the prote.ssion.il .u'count.mt, 
no corruption c.iii hike pl.ice Unfortun.itelv, the 
profesMon.tls h.n e stretched themseh es to please 
their bosses anti that is the reason that corruption 
has iriilliphe.l 



The Two Brothers 

This IS a story of two brothers. Ram Singh and Kishen Singh. 
Ram was the diligent one. doing his work seriously and reading 
books He was the favourite ol his teachers who were confident that 
this boy would do something in life Kishen did not like studies and often 
bunked classes He got into trouble often His teachers gave up com¬ 
plaining about him and were quite sure that he would end up in lail 
By his efforts. Ram got through Ihe civil services and became the 
darling of his village He got a good posting Kishen was the leader of 
other such youth and they had appointed themselves as guardians of the locality. After a 
series of escapades which included stealing and gang violence, he had left home Nobody 
knew wtiere he was 

Years later. Ram found himself posted m a backward village because he had repri¬ 
manded a peon in his office As it turned out, the peon was of Ihe same caste as the Chief 
Minister and the posting orders had cone |usl two days after the incident Ram was very 
unhappy being in a village because his wile did not like it there there were no friends, 
cinema theatres or even schools tor the children Much against his wishes, he decided lo 
approach someone in the ministry so that he could get transferred to a city 

He was asked to approach a local dada who could get the work done A much fcaied 
man. he reportedly had several murder against him But he had connections 

Ram got a shock of his life when he saw the man—he wa' none other than Kishen! 
Hiding his astonishment. Kishen whispered to him not 10 let anybody know he was his 
brother, since his status would suffer. The work would be done, he assured Ram. but there 
was the high command lo be looked after A price was agreed upon 

The next day, as Ram carried the money for Kishen, he wondered who was better off 
With years ol hard work behind him. his life was still controlled 
by others He now had to cringe before his brother earlier 
regarded as worthless by everyone A sad thought crossed his 
mind then- would it not have been better i( he had also been 
part of his brother's gang'’ There was certainly something 
wrong if people like him were forced to pay obeisance to the 
criminal ele.Tients 




Anotlu'i vv.u mil I'liiilil I'l'1(1 [.iiiilfssiiin.iliM' ? 
till' Miini'liii'' I ho nimistoi nl liii.inio slinuKl ho '/ 
.1 ['ri'lo''.ioii.il not ,1 politii i.in, tho imiio-lot ut I 
sport'shiHilil ho .1 sportsni in lliconh .]ii.ilitio<i i' 
tion lot hoi omir.g .1 nnni'loi 'timiKl not ho inoroK ■; 
wmniiii; oloitimi' Init to h.ivo g.iinoil I'liunoiiio ■} 
ill smno liolil I’oopio i\ I10 h.n 0 g.nnoil oniinoiuo . 
Ill Ihoir tiolil shiuilii ho . o ojiloil lo p.irlu ip.ito :n ; 
tho ginoinnioni o\on 'I tlu'\ ilul not .ontosi 
oloi lions 

In this u.i\, poopio will' il.no .iiTiioxotl .1 I 
',1.11110 in tiioir liolil VMv.ilil I'o .iMo lo oo'itrilnito to ,j 
tho niiiMstiv nioro th.in .iin politioi.in 01 .iin c<\ it • 
son .int II .1 porson iiko'siiniU !.n .isk.ir or l’r.ik.ish ’1 
I’.iilukoni'IS tho Min.sto: olSpo.is porhapssomo t 
ol tho .shoitoomiiigs in llio fiolil ooukl ho sorloil 4 ; 
out llior' would bo lessor loiruptior too, sinco ^ 
poopio ol ominonOf would prosunidhlx not f 
iiuliilgo III tho pottv g imoi. th.1t h.ivo hooonio tho I 
li.ilhn.irk ot tl.o govornniont | 

.Anolhor thing thit ooukl tioo tho oducatod I 
class and tho professionals would bo to introduce | 
a system of liooilih arising out ol wrong deci- | 
sums This means that ministers should be per- | 
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I s()n<ill\ liiihli’ for thoiv ^^lVlsK'n^ when thev oro in 
^ olticv II J division is tdlsL’ii which wastes national 
resources, the minister should he made to pay lor 
■' it, as do [H'ople in other ser\ices. I his will see 
I lesser ^aiiies heinj; pla\ed i\ith successful 
I or(;anisations Tor instance, it the railwa\ minister 
I kmnvs he could be prosecuted, he would think 
I twue before )eopardismp, .safelv ol the travelling 
s 


If we make a hierarchy of professions in India, the grassroots workers and 
professionals would form the lower-most rung of the 'adder. These are the people 
who add to the country's GNP by their efforts and bring name to the country A 
scientist who wins an award, a sportsman who brings back an international 
medal, the engineers and chartered accountants belong to this category These 
are the people who keep the country moving Toe higher rungs consist of the 
entire machinery of the government of India and above it. the politician. These 
rungs do not add anything to the stature ol the country 

This would be all right if the hierarchy was in the shape of the pyramid— 
fewer people at the top and more people at the bottom But when it comes to 
numbers, the pyramid is inveited there are few people at the bottom but many 
more at the top For each scientist in a laboratory there must be at least three 
people wno seek to control or supervise him This is the situation in all fields Is 
this situation healthy or desirable'^ 

Perf’aps what 'he country needs is freedom from the needless bureaucracy 
that we f 'eate to do even the simplest things Perhaps what we need is a svstem 
which allows the Indian spirit to be free and lets it soar to new heights 

We can learn from othei nations The millionaire Bill Gates could start a 
company right in his garage in the US In our country, he would have got into 
trouble with the municipal corporation, the electricity board, the pollution control 
board, the income tax authorities, the post office and miscellaneous ofher offices 
If we can answer v/hy we cannot produce a Bill Gates perhaps we will be 
on a first step in releasing the pent up creativity and potential of the people 



piiblu or iippomtiiig LiiK|ualitii'd people m re¬ 
sponsible positions 

II more middle el.iss prufessienuls |omed the 
politie.il svstem, perhaps thev would bring with 
them values of h.iid work and honestv Not the 
professional ('oli'ieian, but people who have risen 
b\- then hard v\ ork 1 hat is the ilitlereiu'e betw ivn 
the leadeis belvue indepeudenee .uul th(>se ol 
tod.u earlier, theie was a s.ieriliie inx oKed and 
thevoiintiA mattered Ihei'(Uintr\ looks tor suili 
leadv'is loda\ 




Wl* iiivilo readcs to express themselves and let us know what they feel The situation may be bad. but siirtly wt 
can all do something about it Let us slop blaming the system and try to work within it and leform it Alter all. it is only 
the eduoated who can make a difference by refusing to accept what is wiong in society the uneducated and the 
disadvantaged cannot be expected to change the system Write and tell us your experiences, what you 'cel and what 
do you think can be done 

As usual, we are offering prizes for the best contributions. The Competition Master will give prizes to the 
.> three best entries received - Rs 1000, Rs 750 and Rs 500. There are also 10 consolation prizes to be won. 

Entries should not be more than 250 words long and written neatly on one side ol the paper They should include 
; the complete name and address of the water Also include details about yourselt, such as educational background. 

;; name of your school or college, dale of birth, hobbies and special interests and what you want to do m He. 

i Remember to send your photograph with your name written at the back. Entries without any of these details 
? will not be considered 

V 

^ We reserve the right to edit entries for reasons ot clarity or space The last date for receipt of entries Is January 

; 31,1998. 

^ The decision of the Editor will be final and no correspondence will be entertained in this regard 

,■ Send your entries lo- 

Cover Story Competition, The Competition Master, 126, Industrial Area Phase I, Chandigarh • 160 002 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Following questions were asked in National Defence Academy Examination, September 1997 

USAGt 


Spotting Errors (iMih I lo h) 

Directions: 

(i) In this Si'ction six smtoncos circ 
givpii. Ihu'h scnli'iiL'c htis lhrt*p parts, 
indicated by {n), (b) and (c). Read eacli sen¬ 
tence to find out whether there is an error 
If you find an error in any one of the parts 
(a, I’, c), indicate your response b) 
blackening tlie letter related to that })art in 
the Answer Sheet provided. It a sentence 
has no erroi, indicate tins by blackening 
'■I' which sl.iiids tor "No erior”. 

(ii) I'.rrors may belong lo grammai, 
usage or idiom l-xamples 1’ and Q have 
been solved lor vou 

r Mv friend and mvselffn) study 
togetherd’) during holidays,(r) Noerror.li/) 

IJ I he rice fiom Dehradiin is((i) more 
siipeiii'rtl!'l ti' th.il of Saiiaranpui (c) No 
I'rrortd) 

boliilwn 

rile lorreit answer )oi 1’ is letter '(/' 

I'Clause the sentence has no mistake in it 
I he coirci l answei lor Q is iV beiaiise the 
rnist.ike in the senieiue is m the pail c.ir- 
rvini’ the h'lier '!<' 

y'oii' lillri'ij-t ilriu-: I l,< " 

1 'lull ha\'e hi'cn woikiiigcery h.irdtai 
loi the past two yi'a sl/)) Isn't it?ii i No 
eiioi'ti/) 

2 VVe ha\ e ahead 1 advei le edun that 
tor our present neeilli') a building with one 
hall, lour rooms and one kitchen are 
wanted tc) No erior.li/i 

a Although I haw ne\ er seen tlv girl 
before,(/;) I recognised hei at once'/') Imm 
her photograph.(c) No error (i?) 

4 VVe do not know where he was 
educated(ii) or what did he do to earn 
his bread at that time(/') because liistory 
IS .silent about his early life.(i) N'l 
error.fi/) 

.s. Under the pn’seni circumstances,(rt) 
sanctioning another post for the 
organisationfh) is out ot question.fc) No 
error.fd) 


6 1 succeeded persuading hiinfa) to 
come with me(l') only after hours of 
argument.fc) No ernirfi'l 

Sentence Improvement {Items 7 In 12) 
Directions: 

l.ook at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possible substitutions tor the under¬ 
lined part It one of them (a), (fi) or ic) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
VOLir response on the Answer Sheet against 
the corresiKinding letter hi}, (b) or (c) It 
none ot the substitutions impro\e the 
sentence, indicate (c/) as your response 
on the Answer Sheet Thus a 'No im- 
pnw ement' response will be signified bv 
the letter (il). 

Examples R and S h.ive been solved 
for vou 

R 1 be voimg child sung a very sweet 
song. 

ill) singed the (!') singed 

(i 1 sang a 

[tl\ Noimproveuu.it 

b .IJliWvaheadv ieav!jh.L'’Jlk’L!klw.iii‘ 
ill) 1 alreadv Ivvuc have read this 
book. 

(/" I twice have alieadv read this 
hook 

(i' I have twice already iea<.l tins 
hook 

(/') .\(' improvement 
t'\r'i.i!iiitii)!i 

i oi item K. the c.iiiect sentence 
slioLikl read,"! he young child sang a \ erv 
sweet SOI g" IS therefore the correi I 
answu r 

Item S IS a I'orrect seiiteiue None ot 
the changes suggested will improve if 'd' 
IS, Ihi'retore, the i orrect answer. 

Errors iiiav be in grammnr, appropri¬ 
ate word usage or idioms. There may be 
a necessary word missing or there mnv be 
a word which should be removed. 

iVoic (iffCH.’pt ih'iiis 7 fa 12. 

7. The Cheela can run faster than the 
ga/xlle, it is the speediest of the tw'o. 


ill) The most speedier 

(b) more speedv 
(cj the speedier 

ill) No improvement 
rt. 1 will l ook you u p next time 1 am 
in Bombay 

(ff) look vou through 
ti') look vou over 

(c) look you round 

(d) No improv ement 

He congratulated me lor my being 
ciected as Memhei I'f Parliament 
fii) on mv being 
(/') in mv being 
(i) at my being 
(i/) No improvement 

10 luten OIK is hearing reports of 
explosions in the provinces 

‘il] was hearing (k) hear*- 
1') has been heard 
(c/) .No imprcivemenl 

11 When yo,u.li;lt that )oh'’ 
ill) did vcni leave 

[b) would vou lelt 
K . vou have lett 
ki'l No improvement 

12 Lveiv man and w oman m the v il- 
k.gc w.w pieseiil i t lire ic'stivai 

(;/) arc 
li’i wi le 
l.u hav, 

'll) .No improvement 

Synonvms l/fc".''- / ' fa f‘' 

Directions: 

In tins N'ction von tind a number ot 
sentences parts I't which are underlined 
You mav al.so find onlv a group ot words 
which IS imderlmed l or each underlined 
|\irt, tc'iirvvords./phrases are listed below 
Choose the word i phrase nearest in mean¬ 
ing to the underlined part and blacken 
the corresponding space on the .Answer 
Sheet. 

Example is solved tor you 
E. His style is quite ^ransparent 
(n) verbose (1>) involved 
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i llRlJ III) VVlttV 

i \liLi‘\itii)i: ill i(i m I llu'Wv>rd "lu- 
ciil' IS iKMM'si 111 iiiiMniiin to thf ivord 
"li'.i!'s;',iii at' ')it \ ' is till' I oi rtvt .insu tT 
V'-.i .'/('Ills !) li' 17 

! ' rv-.ii'ini’, st,i!^ I”, rnii.sti'llations 
IS lisiiii.i.y '■ .i\’ ','t niiippiii}; the sk\ 

(ii) riRc {!•) funn\ 

1.) nu'iuuil III) coiUR'iiiiMit 
!) it vwis .1 niaiiRMitoui' ovt'iil in tlu- 
histon I it till- nation 

ill I an insii'Mifii ant 
t/a m i'\i‘iiastii'o 
i ' ,111 iinportaiil 
i,/l ,1 ^llJi.li'11 

1‘'. Hu iiMriiiui prolfssor has vvrittfii 
♦ojiaiistivo mill’s ur. Ins hook oi poonis 
(, 1 ) U'liii! Ii’i I'omprclK'iisi'i' 

! ! ili’Mili’i! (.') aUiujiuiti’ 

Iti. tiiiiulhi and Nflirii unisidorcd 
prisi'iis as plan’s toi i l’i iipi-ra I ion atti’r 
puhlii appiaranu’s 
mi ,n’tli'( lion 
(/’, niinination 
(c ) n'jiisi’n.ition 
(i/' rocou’i’x 

17 .I’nlnrii’s ap/', so j^ot’s tradition, a 
njiniadu: triho lu’sieKi’d tho tonipK’ to loot 
Its tnasuri- 

!iO roMi'!.; 

(/•) ha.ditiro'.is 
ii) bravo 
(ill v\'',i ^ 

Antonvnis t;'/ ■ '7 J.’) 

Oiivcliou.-i: 

In tin- Si’rtion o.i. h itom loiisisis ot .i 
V\oi 1 . Ii,, I IS niidi’lliPi’d iP 

th<-M'|io;i,'o 1 ji I' lolhnscd In' toil! 

\\or,ts .n plirasis 'sili’,.1 Iho wnid or 
[’hr,i'( ii|i !i o . lns.'st !o th(’ opposilo m 
nioai'i'i'.i. uod-.’iliiu K\ 'id or plir.iso 

I xampli i " lia ' boon soil otl tor’.'Oil 
1 I iu\ is a sjnart uirl. 

I I ^ -y 

I'*’ .1 I' V* 

I. I ,'ulo, cnl 

I.•.islll!l 

It;’- '! il't word “la/v" is iioar- 

ost to tlii’.'j'p'isiio III moanuu;ot tho ivonl 
"smart' bo 'a' is tho lorroct ansv\t'r 
Niin :iHi 'III'/ ilfiii'- IS In 2A 
Ih iho I an.nitti •' domud to p.ipcl 
the now inoninoi 
(II) detain 
ft') retain 


(c) preserve 
III) reserve 

l^i. I'he teacher bera ted his students. , 
(ii) praised ; 

(b) >;raded 
([ i lectured 
Ul) disciplined 

20 ()n aeeounl ot the chanj;e in the 
};oven'U'nent his position be’C,line precarious 

(ii) exalted 
lb) en\iable 
(■) important 
(cl) sec lire 

21 riierc' iviis no doubt that the )udj;e- 
ment was ver\' lair. 

'ill hi.ised 

('ll inconsiderate 

u) iiisinci’re 

ill) WIOll)^ 

. 2 ? Tlieie u.is a tayit teehnj; in the 
gioap that the newcomer should be 
watched 

(ii) peneral 
(hi hostile 
il l overt 
III) unlatr 

SELtCTING WORDS 

(/ft'ii/s 2.5 III 2 S) 

Dim tiims: 

In the tollowing sentences at certain 
points Vein are given a choiee ot three ' 
words-- oneot which is moslapprofinate 
( lic'ciso !l,e he it word out ol the tliree 
Vl.iik ilie letter. ,"i:'., if' or'ii’lating I” 
this ceoid on \ .iur '\nsvvei Sheel 

I .xaiiiple' 'K ■ and ' 1 ' ha’, e been solved 
tor '. I'll 

k 1 lie liver ha^ been 
III) risin;; 

■i ) raising 

■cl arisiii); 
ill night. 

1 \Yo built the ralt 
III I toe' stiong 
i/i) vcT'. strong 
(i 1 strong enough 
to hold US 

Out of the list given in 'K' only "ris- ' 
ing" IS the c'orrc’c t answer because a river ' 
cannot be raised, it rises on its own. bo 'a' , 
is the correct answer lor item K'. For it’.’iii , 
'1 ' IS the ec.rrec't answer In order to I 
solve these items yon have to lirst read ' 
the whole passage and then decide what ; 
the most appropriate word ii. 


Now attempt items 23 to 28. 
Smallpox, the most devastating and 
feared pestilence in human history, is mat 
ing its last stand m two remote areas of 
Ethiopia, one in the desert and one in the 
mountains. 

As of the end of August 
2.3. [a) rarely 
{b) the 
(c) only 

five villages had experienced eases 
24. (ft) m 
(fi) about 
((') cif 

the preceding eight weeks. More 
25 (ft) necessarv, 

((') important, 

(i) urgent 
the ousel ot the lasi 
2f>. (a) found 

{!’) remembered 
(i') known 

e.ise was on August ‘■I 

27 (fi) because 
{b) When 
(c) While 

man is llie only known 

28 (ft) ciilpiil 
(/’) reservoir 
(c) prodiieer 

of the smallpox virus, the disease should 
be eliminated forevei when the last in- 
Ic’i tf'd person tecovers 


ANSWERS 


!. 

(c) 

■'l lavc’n'! voLi’ 


2 


" .. and one kitchen is 

winteci" 

.t 

(,) 

"by her phcHi igraph" 


4 

1.^') 

■'or whiit he did to c’.irii ns 


hrc’ad at that time" 


.[a. 

(*■) 

"is oiil of the ciuestion 


h 

(«■) 

"1 succeeded m persuading 


linn" 


*7 

(>) 

K ill) 

4 (il) 

10. 

{/') 

11 (ft) 

12. id) 

n 

Id) 

14 ic) 

13. (/<) 

i(>. 

id) 

17. (n) 

18. ((1) 

i^i. 

(«) 

20 id) 

21, (ft) 

22. 

(<) 

23. (e) 

24. (ft) 

25. 

(M 

26. (e) 

27. (fl) 

28. 

(f) 




(Balance questions and answers untl 
appear in Februnni, 1998 issue). 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. A sivond h-iiul VCK when si'Id (nr Rs. K,W)() earns d 
profit, which is double the amount of loss when the same is 
sold for Rs 5,600. What is the purchase price of the VCR? 

(rt) Rs 7,600 (fi) Rs7,100 (c) Rs 6,600 

(J) Cannot he iletermined (c) \one of these 

2. A and H loy;c’*her own a house whose total value is 
thirty two lac rupees. Tvvo-lhiul of A's share equals t(' tin 
tw'o-fifth ol B's shaie in it VVhat is the v iiliie c'f the shares of 
B in the propertv’ 

(h) Rs 10 1.11 (/>) RsSlai (t) Ks12I.k‘ 

Ul) Rs201.u ('■) None of these 

5 In the lollowinj^ number serie.s, a wnmj; numhet is 
>;iven. Hind out the wronj; numhei 

450 40 360 72 2SK 54 230 
(ii) .360 tfi) 72 (.) 2.S6 (<f) 54 

li’) Noneoflhe.se 

4 1 he lot.il maiks obtained h\’ ii. t an.f 12 in I’.sy- 
cho!oi;\ IS 270 I'o iletennine, how main marks ilivl A secure, 
which of the tollowini., i;iven st.itemenls (Ij and (11) is/are 
sufficient ’ 

(I) 'X sei-ured one-tiiird m.iikso! d..-lolal ot (3, and D 
(II) Average marks obt.iined h\ |i and C are 20 more 
than tiui .c seemed h\ 13 

(fl) ( hils'(I) IS suflK lent '/<) I'nk (It) is siiflicient 

(i) l-.itliei (1,1 or (II) is •.utlKient 
(i/) Neither 1 1; nor ( 'I i is sutli. lenl 

(I'i Be.lh ih ,iiid (II) l.'C.ethei .uen.-eded 

Rs n,?(ii' .inioLints to Rs '• 17(i m (our mmis at Simple 
liiteresi, it ihe inSv-iest i.it< is in. |, .iseil hv 3';.,, d uoulti 
aiiusinl to lioiv miieh- 

(ii) R-.S.rk' (; I R-a;i.:ii ■,.') R.S I0,‘)2(' 

(.'/) Rs'-,.S2l' (• ' ''.one I it Ihe.-e 

l| lake . .3(1 It .III', loi ! 2 n.-K lime-, (o prini .i |oh I low 
ni.in\ hours v\ 41 In luai hines l.ike to i rint die s.inu- |oh’ 

(<0 25” (/i) .‘2,' I, ) .15 

((/) 2h •/) Noni'ot these 

7 I'he .u er.i,'/ .oileelio.! m .i the.iire in a week was 
Rs 7,224 file .iMT.ij'e collection in six .lavs exie}-; Hnday 
was Rs 7.044 V\ h.il was the I'olks lion on I'ri.tav ' 

(a) K.s 4.1(H) (/.) Rs'M'04 (. ) RsS.Ol? i./i Rs 8,004 

(iv None ot tlieSO 

K Which of the tollmvinp will ci'nii' in place ol ques¬ 
tion mark (?) in the lollovc inj; quesiion? 

9. I5 ;45 - ? 

(rt) .3 (/') 27 (i) 4 Ilf) 75 (c) None of the.si' 

9. .A walei tank h.ivmp, 1,000 litre capacity was filled by 
addiO); 34 litres ot water and as many buckets cit water as 
each bucket had .i lapacity. What w.is the capacity c'f each 
bucket in litres? 


(fl) 31 (h) 32 (c) 40 

(d) Cannot be determined (c) None of these 

10. Three persons decided to start a commuiucahon cen¬ 
tre by sharing equal amount of the total investment. After 
some calculations, they found that if they get two mote equal 
investors, each of the five will have to pay Rs 15,OiH3 less. 
What was the total investment? 

(ii) Rs 2,25,000 (fi) Rs 1,12,500 (t) Rs 1,2.5,0(X) 

(rf) Data inadequate (c) None ol these 

11. A company hired a salt's exeeiihve on .i monihiv ■ 
.salary of ICs 5,0(30. In aildition to it, the ccxecutive was entitled 

for 15"'o commission on monthiv sale. How much sale the 
executive .should do a year if he w'ants his monthly income to 'I 
Ix'Rs 11,000? 

(n) Rs4,CXl,000 ((>) Rs6,66,tK)0 (c) Rs 4,80,0(K3 ' 

(d) Rs 40,000 (c) None ot these 

12 The number of seals in a h.ill .ire (iliO more than 
one-fifth of it. How many seats are Iheie in llie hall? 

(a) 425 (I-) 84.5 (c) 732 

((/) 825 (c) None of these' 

13. Which ot the tollowing will replace the' c|ueslion t 
ri.irk (>) in the following c|uestii>n' 

(6 X 7) -(3 s 72 
1.5 ( 1.5 ~~ ' ' 

(. 1 ) 8,373 (h) 4173 (.; 2700 ul) 27ii 

(c) None ot these 

14 A m.in is nine six times .is olii as nis smi i oiii yi-ais 
hence, the sum ot then ages will be 4 ve.iis I low o:.l is his 
son now ? ■ 

(in 4 yeais (/i) 5\e.irs u) O'vc'ais 
(t/) C annol be delei miru'cl (e) None ot the'se 
15. Ragini boughi .i golden ring uu lliiiH' tourd'. ol its 
re.al \ .ilue and sold it 'or 20 pei i en. ir.oie than it-. u‘il c.ilue 
I low miicli profit did shee.irn in tin-, de.i!; 

(.II 40'.'.. (/.( 20".. (( I 45", (i/i ini'', u I None .'I Ihi'se 
!(' Which of the' lollowing will rc'jil.M' the question 
matk (?) in the following question.' 

3.15- 354.33 

(id 23,i>22 (/') 23o22 (c) 33.622 (d) 33 ,-..22 

(c) None ol these 

17. The cost of the paint is Rs (ni pei kg A kilogi.i.iime 
paint covers 2t) squ.iie feet 1 low much will it ■•ust k' punt 
outside the cube' liaving 10 feel each side’ 

(ti) Rs 3,000 (/') Rs400 (c) RskStHi 

(rf( Rs360 (f) None ot these 

18. Raje, bakru and Chitro invested Rs 5000 Rs 
10,000 and R- 15,000 respectively to start .1 Pest f onliol 
Unit. Rate left the unit after 1 vear. It .11 the end oi 2 
ceais they earned a profit of Rs 12,000, what is Sakiii s 
share in the profit? 

(Ill Rs 2,400 (h) Rs 2,000 (c) Rs 4.000 
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(i/) Ivifi.OCH) (i') None of these 

19. \ tlonst had 2(X) roses and ISO jasmines with him. He 
wa.s asked to,make j^arlands of flowers with only rose or only 
jasmine, earh eontaminj;; the .same number of flowers. Which 
of the following will be the largest number of flowers, he can 
join together without leaving a single flower? 

{(I) .a() (h) "^O (r) 20 (if) 10 (e) None of these 

20. V\'liii,h of the following will replace the question 
mark (’) m the following question? 

1830 - ''.05 - 60 = ? 

(n) 0 01 (b) 1 (c) 6 {(i) 10 (e) None of these 

21. Which of the following will replace the question 
mark (’) in the following qiie.stion? 

lOO.Sh-62.682-4.6817 = ? 

(d) 3.34963 {b) 33.4963 (c) 33.4953 

(J) 33.3963 (c) .None of these 

22. The first consultation fees of Dr Kelkar and Dr Desai 
are in the ratio of 7:2. If Dr Desai charges Rs 900 less than Dr 
Kelkar, what is the fees of Dr Kelkar? 

(a) Rs 1,620 (6) Rs 1,260 (c) Rs700 
(d) Rs 360 (c) None of these 

23. The monthly rent of 18 feet breadth and 22 feet 
length hall is Rs 2,244 What is annual rent per square feel? 

(a) RslOS (fi) Rs 96 (c) Rs 102 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

24. A medical college having 600 students collected 
fund to h-iiild a hostel. The amount contributed by each boy 
and eaci'. girl was equal to their respective total number in the 
college. The university grant was equal to funds collected- If 
the ratio of boys and girls was 7 : 3, how much money was 
available to build the hostel? 

(d) Rs 2,08,800 (b) Rs 3,52,800 (c) Rs 4,17,600 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

23. Some booklets m a packing unit are to be packed 
Shinde said tha t if the booklets are tied up in the bund le of 50 
booklets each, no booklet will be left out. Timbie observed 
that they could as well be tied up in the bundles ot 70 booklets 
each and no booklet will be left out. Joshi obsen'cd that the 
booklets can be tied up in bundles of 20 booklets each and 
still no booklet will be left out. If all the packers are right, 
what IS the least possible number of booklets available in the 
packing unit tr ^e packed? 

(a) 540 (b) 660 (c) 670 (d) 700 (e) None of these 
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) If 5.P = Rs 5600, Loss = Rs x 

It S.P. = Rs 8600, P = tls 2x 

A T.S. 8600 = C.P. f 2x ... (d 
,5600 = C.P. - X... [lO 

Solving (i) and (li), we get, C.P. = Rs 6600 

2. (dj Let the shares of A and B be Rs X and Y respectively 

X -I- y = 3200000, |'t=|y.'-X = |y 

I y + y = 3200000 •. y = Rs 2000000 

3. (c) Therearetwoser'es(090,72,54; ( 11 ) 450 ,3^,288,230 

90- 18 = 72,72 -18 = 54 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12. 

14. 

15. 


16. 

17. 


18. 


19. 


20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23. 


24. 

25. 


450 - 90 = 360,360 - 72 = 288,288 - 54 = 234 
230 is wrong, it should be 234 

(d) A-t-B + C + D = 270,A = ^^5^-^i^or3A = B-i-C + D 


A -t- 3A = 270 4A = 270 or A = 67.5 
Only (1) is sufficient 

(h) 6200 -e = 9176 .-. r = 12% 

lUU 

S.l. = ^?°°^i^^ = Rs3720 

lUU 

.-. A = 6200-t-3720 = Rs 9920 
(b) Inverse variation Machines 
30 ■ X = 16; 12 12 


Houses 

30 


30x12 
16 ' 




16 


(d) Collection on Friday = 7224 x 7 - 7094 x 6 = Rs 8004 

(d) 9;15::45:x 9 x x = 15 x 45 =» x = — ^ - = 75 

(d) Let the capacity of each bucket be x litres 
xxx = 1000 - 39 => x = 31/ 

(b) Let the total investment be Rs x 

A.T.S. f -1 = Rs 15000 .-. x = Rs 1,12,500 

(d) :;^xx = (11000 - 5000) =» x = 40000 
lUU 


(b) X--- 1-I-660 => x = 825 13. (e) = 7 

(b) X = 6 y, X -f 4 -I- y 4 = 43 or x y = 43 - 8 = 35 
6 y T y = 33 =» y = 5 x = Man's age 

y = Son's age 

(d) Let real vajue be Rs 100 '. C.P. =^x 100 = R 5 75 

S.P. = Rs 120 .-. P = 120 - 75 = I?s 45 

P% = X 100 .= 60% 

/5 

2 2 

( 1 .) S.A. of a cube = 6 1 = 6 x 10^ = 600 sq. feel 

Paint reqd = = 30 kg Cost = 30 x 60 = Rs 1800 

(c) Ratio between shares of Raje, Sakru and Ciiitre 
= 5000 X 12 ; 10000 x 24 :15000 x 24 = 1; 4 :6 

.-.Sakru's Share =-—-—-x 12000 =- 7 ^—= 4363.63 
1+4 11 

{c) Reqd no. = H.C.F. of 200 and 180 = 20 

{e) 1830-.-305 - 60 = ^ + 60 = 6 + 60 = -i-'=0.1 
,305 10 

(b) 

(b) 7x - 2x = 900 =» X = 180 7x = 7 x 180 = Rs 1260 

(e) Annual rent of hall = 2244x12 Area = 22x18 sq feet 

, , , , ^ 2244x12 „ 

.-. Annual rent/sq. feet = ——-— = Rs 68 

^ 22x18 

(c) Boys = X 600 = 420 Girls s-^x 600 = 180. 

.-. Reqd amount = 2 [(420)^ (180)^) = Rs 417600 

(d) Reqd. no. = LCM of 50,70,20 = 700 
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y hc nation celebrated fifty years of Us independence in an year in u’liiclt 
its politicians were tlwruiiybly exposed. Though hopes were raised 
with the change of leadership at the Centre and in the States, it did 
not take long for the people to see that even the new leaders, like the 
legendary emperor, wore no clothes. 

The Congress withdrew support to the Dvve Gowda for no 
apparent reason and a bumbling l.K. Giijral was installed in his place. VJith threats of 
withdrawal of support surfacing daily, the entire political leadership of the country was 
preoccupied with intrigue^ while crucial decisions were put on hold. Far all practical 
purposes, there was no governance in the country, with stories of railway daroities and 
accidents, underworld killings and other disasters dominating the scene. BiUiir and UP 
saw some of the most shameless dramas and iiiunipulations that put Indian democracy 
in a very poor light indeed 

The lack of political will was reflecled in the dismal performance in virtually all 
sectors. The economy slid as industrial growth slowed down and the rupee, touched a 
historic low ofRs .17.80 to the dollar. The Fifth Pay Commission had called for a leaner 
government hut resulted in a more bloated one as its crucial recommendations were 
Ignored. By granting pay hikes to government employees, a burden was placed on the 
economy which it could ill afford. An unseemly and totally needless contrinvrsy erupted 
in Mar: ti Udyog. Thousands of mivsfnrs lost their savings in the CUB scandal and 
brought the activities of finance companies in a poor light In .^sstim, the Chief Minister 
gunned for lata Tea for paying money lo LIIIA, rather than tackling the extortion 
industry in the State 

The year saw its share of disasters ns well, iiw.-,! of lliciii arising fiom offiaat 
apathy. Railway accidents becatiK an eivryday affair. A fire in a cinema in the nation's 
capital causing many deaths shmwd how rules are violated with impunity. A setml- 
bus plunged into the Yamuna which exposed how schools exploit transportation fn 'liiln s 
for profit. 

The nation mOurned Mother Teresa who had showed that there was room for hope 
in the most pathetic circumstances. That hope was reflected in the actions oj individuals. 
The country got a new'President who refused to take a sectarian stand and upheld the 
dignity of office. Arundhati Roy won acclaim around the world as well as the Booker 
Prize. Asha Bhonsle rejuvenated her music and created history. Kalpana Chawla became 
the first Indian woman in space. Though the success stories were few, tne year shmeed 
that the Indian spirit was very much alive among the people, even though they had the 
leaders that they did not deserve. 


A New President 

Kotheril Rairian Narayanan was for¬ 
mally declared President on [iilv 18,1997. 
He polled 95 per cent of tlie Vulid votes 
cast and became India's first dalit Presi¬ 
dent He was sworn in on July 25 for a 
fivi'-veai term. Tliis w is the sixth occasion 
when the Vice-i’resident was elevated as 
President Mr Narayanan got the support 
ot 4231 in an electoral college w'ith an ef¬ 
fective strength of 48.33 in Parliament and 
27 assenibhc-s. His opponent, TN. Seshan, 
polled 24(1 votes, amounting to 4 8 per cent 
ot the total votes 

Mr Krishan Kant became the new 
Vice-President. 

Prime Ministers on Strings 

During the year, the \ ulncrability of 
the coalition government was exposed 
time and again. Prime Ministers worked 
undi r constant threat of support being 
withdrawn. Theie was delay m makmg 
crucial dcv-ions as each actum hid to be 
acceptable to all parties in tne coalili in. 
The biggest pait\ scippoiting theciiaiition, 
the (’ongress, faced revc>lt trom wiihin as 
its members were getting restless. Hap¬ 
penings in L'ttar Pradesh showed its viil- 
neiability, there was no saving when 
Congressmen would defect even at tiie 
Centro and walk over to the BJP to help it 
form a government. Paced with such a 
.situation, the Congress realised the futil¬ 
ity of carrying on supporting a United 
Front (Ul') government and looked for 
excuses lo threaten the government 

The inevitable happened on April 11, 
1997. The 10-month-old Deve Cowda gov¬ 
ernment was voted out of power after the 
Congress had withdrawn support to it 
Inder Kumar tiujral became the 12''' Prime 
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Minister of India. He was 
sworn in on April 21", along 
with 16 Cabinet Ministers and 
18 Ministers of State. Amt'ng 
the reasons cited by the 
Congress for withdrawing 
support were collapse of law 
.md order and drift of 
economy, but the real reason 
seemed to be CBl probes 
against its members. As it was 
not in a position to form its 
own government, it agreed to 
provide support to tire UF pro- 
vided a more "Congress- 
friendly" PM was installed. 

Though Cujral was ac¬ 
ceptable to all, the Congress 
kept up its threats of with¬ 
drawing support and tire gov¬ 
ernment teetered from crisis to 
crisis The first such crisis came 
when the Congress wanted it 
to dismiss the Kalyan Singh 
government in Uttar Pradesh. 

Shortly thereafter, the Jain 


Commission's report was pub¬ 
lished in tlie press, which trig¬ 
gered another crisis. T he report 
charged (^handrashekha|■ with 
negligence and DMK chief 
Karunanidhi was shown to 
have facilitated the activities of 
the l.TTP even ns the Indian 
Army was fighting them in Sri 
Lanka. The Congress de¬ 
manded tliat the UF drop tlie 
DMK from the coalition, whu h 
the UF did not accept. A 
flashpoint was reached, the 
Congress withdrew support, 
leading to resignation of Mr 
Gujral. 

Drama In States 

1 he Slates had their share 
of drama. Politics in the States 
were marked by intrigue and 
scandal as well. 

In Bihar, On April 27, 
IW, the Central Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation (CBl) di’cided to 



Hawala Scandal. The hawala 
scandal, exposing the involvement of 
top political leaders and Kashmir mili¬ 
tants. involved transfer of money to 
end from foreign countries. A raid by 
the CBl had yielded the inlamous Jam 
diaries which mentioned 115 people 
involved in the transactions. On April 
6. 19S/. the Oeliil High Court 
quashed charge^, of corruption and 
criminal conspiiauy against BJP 
president 1 .K Advani, former Union 
Minister V.C. Shukla and the Jain 
brother s. The court ruled that the Jain 
diaries we'3 not admissible as evi¬ 
dence. Later, four former Congress 
mmisters—Madhavrao Scir.dia, Atjun 
Singn, N.D. Tiwari and R.K. 
Dhawan—were discharged. T,he spe¬ 
cial CBl court said that there was no 
prima facie evidence and no mate¬ 
rial on lecord for framing of charges 
against them. 

St Kitts case; A Delhi court 
dropped charges of conspiracy and 
forgery in the St Kitts case against 
former Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao and former Union Minister K.K. 


Tewary. On June 5,1997, they were 
discharged by the court. However, 
Chandcaswami and his aide, Kailash 
Nath Aggarwal were charged. The 
case related to alleged fabrication ol 
documents to show that VP. Singh's 
son was operating an account in St 
Kitts with a deposit ot 20 million dol¬ 
lars 

Harbouring erfminals; Former 
Union Minister Kaipnath Rai was sen¬ 
tenced on March 17,1 997 to 10 years 
Imprisonment and Rs 10 lakh fine by 
a TADA court on charges of 
harbouring terrorists The Supreme 
Court found him not guilty and he was 
released- 

Houaing andTelecomscamt: 
Former Union Minister tlheila Kaul 
was ordered to pay exemplary dam¬ 
ages of Rs 60 lakh to the exchequer, 
for allotting 52 shops and stalls in 
prime tocaiitias In the capital to her 
favourites. As the Preskienl's clear¬ 
ance was required to prosecute Kaul, 
the Gujfai government forwarded the 
papers seeking Presidential sanction 
In the CBl cases pending against Kaut 


and Sukh Ram, who had been ac¬ 
cused of possessing disproportion¬ 
ate assets and showing favours to 
two private telecom iirms. 

Bofors; India obtained Swiss 
Bank documents relating to the Bo- 
fors scandal on January 21. 1997 
Ottavio Quattrochi, his wile. Bofors 
agent Win Chadha and his wife and 
son, were named Following this, a 
CBl team went to Kuala Lumpur to 
arrest the Italian businessman -vhere 
he was based, but could not convince 
the Malaysian authorities for extradi¬ 
tion of Quattrochi and returned empty 
handed. 

JMM Bribery Case On Sep¬ 
tember 24,1997, the Supreme Court 
rejected former Prime Minister 
Nara»niha Rao's plea to stay the High 
Court judgement in the Rs 3.5 crore 
JMM bribery case, directing Rao and 
16 others to face bial. The Supreme 
Court held that there was prima facie 
evidence for various offences 
including conspiracy and bribery 
under the Indian Penal Code and 
Prevention of Corruption Act. 


prosecute Chief Minister Lalcxi 
Prasad Yadav, senior Congress 
leader jagannath Mishra, 
Union Minister of State for 
Rural Development C.P. Verma 
and 53 others in the Rs t)50 
crore fodder scandal. The 
charge against Yadav was in¬ 
volvement of coaspiracy. The 
Patna High Court rejected his 
plea tor anticipatory bail and 
the Supreme Court did so too. 
On July 23, 1997, he resigned 
as CTiief Minister and his wife, 
Rnbri Devi, was sworn in as 
Chief Minister. Yadav surren¬ 
dered on July 30, and was re¬ 
manded to judicial custody. 

The iiiarridge of political 
compulsion in Uttar Pradesh, 
between ttie BIP and the BSP 
collapsed on (Vlober 19,1997 
vvhen the BSP withdrew sup¬ 
port to the coalition govern¬ 
ment headed by Kalvan Singh 
of the B[P Kalyan Singh had 
taken over from Mayawati on 
Septeinbei 20 1997, as part of 
an agreement between the two 
parlie-, under w'hich Maya¬ 
wati w.is li' be Clhief Minister 
tor siv months, lullowed bv 
KalViin Siiigh lor aiiothoi six 
months. 

What followed on Octo 
bei 21, when vote oi 
..ontidence v\as laken, 'vas a 
shanivfiil act and a blot on 
Indian democrai v As soon as 
the House assembled, the 
members started trading 
blows, hulling chairs, miin> 
phones and other missiles at 
each other. Several MLAs were 
injured 

Kaivvin Singh was able to 
pnwe his majority by 222 votes 
to nil in the 425 member 
House. There was a split in the 
C!ongress and the BSP. The 
Congress insisted on imposing 
the President’s rule in the State 
and the Gujral government 
recommended it. However, 
President K.R. Narayanan sent 
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back the decision for reconsid¬ 
eration. The Cabinet then flip- 
flopped and reversed its 
earlier decision. 

The triumph for democ¬ 
racy was, however, short¬ 
lived. Kalyan Singh an¬ 
nounced his 92-member 
Cabinet, the biggest ever. The 
inclusion of history-sheeters 
exposed the BJP as no differ¬ 
ent from earlier regimes, lead¬ 
ing to widespread disgust. 

Unstable governments 
were the norm in Gujarat as 
well. A new Rashtriya Janata 
Party government led by Dilip 
Parikh assumed office on. 
October 28, 1997 with 

Congress support. The Con¬ 
gress had earlier withdrawn 
support to the one-year old 
Shankarsinh Vaghela govern¬ 


ment. BJP member Vaghela 
had revolted against his party 
after Keshubhai Patel had be¬ 
come the Chief Minister. 
Vaghela had formed a short¬ 
lived minority government 
with Congress support. 

In the Punjab Assembly 
elections, held on February 9, 
1997, the Shiro-mani Akali 
Dal (SAD)-BJP alliance swept 
the polls and secured an 
absolute majority. The Akalis 
won 7.'i o( the 92 seats they 
i ontested while the BJP won 
18 seats of the 22 they 
contested. The ruling Con¬ 
gress party was reduced to 14 
seats in a house of total 117 
seals. On February 12, a 10- 
member ministry under 
Chief Minister Prakash Singh 
Badal was sworn in. 


DISASTERS 

Lack Of civic sense exposed 


Disasters struck with amazing regutanty Each time the callous dis¬ 
regard for safety norms was exposed, ar also the negligence of the 
authorities to ensure basic standards. 

On February 23.1997, moie than 200 people were roasted alive in 
a fire in Baripada m Orissa. A religious congregation was housed in highly 
combustible structures with no fire prevention. The exits were blocked and 
the camp was surrounded by a metal fence. 

A few months later, in June, the Uphaar cinema in New Delhi caught 
tire, choking to death more than 60 people. The lire had been started by 
a transformer installed by OESU in the enema's basement. The tragedy 
brought to light the complete disregard tor safety in cinema halls across 
the country both by government agencies ana the cinema owners. 

In the same month, 11 NCC cadets from Dellii schools who were 
attending a camp in Oehradun were drowned in a river where they had 
gone to have a bath. The sluice gates o( a dam upstream had been 
opened without adequate warning and the children were swept away in 
the current. 

At least 25 people were killed in a huge explosion at the Vishaklia 
refinery of the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL) at 
Vishakhapalnam on September 14. About 70,000 people had to tiee their 
homes. 

The overcrowding of school chlldroi' in buses was brought into focus 
by another tragedy In Oelni. On November 18.1997, a school bus packed 
with children plunged into the Vbmuna as it raced over the bridge. More 
than 30 children were killed. 

The year saw railway safety plunging to its lowest levels. With an., 
agenda of wooing dalits and strengthening his political base, the Railway 
Minister threw safety to the winds. There weie three major accidents in 
three months, claiming 126 lives. More than 3D0 accidents were reported 
In 1997 atone, 

All the diSBSfers showed human negligence and callousness; the 
willingness to take short cuts where safety and respect for human life was 
involved. Each time human or system error was cited as a reason but the 
malaise was certainty deeper than that. 



THE ECONOMY IN 1997 wliich disdosiuoi; woiv laxod 

The year 1997 was at 30 per cent, 

marked with economic C hanges were introduced 
slowdown and there was a re- other areas loo. lax on 
cession of sorts. Manufactumrs dividends was almlished to 

reported little demand as avoid double taxation, 

inventories piled up and al- Surcharge on eorporale tax 

most every industrial segment ^ removi’d and excise duty 

was affected. The Index of was reduced. 

Industrial Production grew by including on computers, tele 

just 6.60 per cent against 11.80 visions, mobile phones, 

per cent last vear. On the It'lccom equipment, watches 

brighter side, inflation and toiletry items. Peak rate of 

remained low, averaging custom duty was redurcKl to 

between 4 to .5 per cent For- ^0 per cent, by 10 per cent, 

eign exchange reserves were a Railway budget. The 

comfortable $30 billion railway budget, presented on 
Economic turmoil in South- February 26, 1997 increased 
EastAsid had its eftect on India freight on all commodities bv 
too, with the rupee touching a 12 per cei't, while exempting 
historic low of Rs 39.20 to the l.S essential comm.orlilies of 
dollar Politic-il uncertainty PDS and mass consumption, 
added to the woe.s Provisions ot Rs 400 ciore was 

Exports slowed down as made for building inlra- 

well. Total exports were structure in the north-oast; of 

expected to fall short b\ $40 Rs 400 ciore for new lines and 

billion of the targeted ligure. siirvc) of 37 new line projects. 

Union Budget: The annual plan ot the 

budget for 1997-98 continued lailwaysfor 1W-U,S is Rs8,300 
the process of reforms by crore. 
rationalising income tax rates RBI .Annual Repoil: Tlae 

and providing relief on a Reserve Bank of India, in its 
number of items, t tutlavs for annual report for iu%-q7, said 
poverty alleviation, emplov- that the government would 
ment generation and rural find it diflieult to lem in the 
development were raised fi.sial deficit targeted at 1 .S'i'r 

significantiv ol the tiDP m l9>-r-98. 

Ineome tax rates were L.vnernnient i •.penditures 

redueed, The maximum rale overshot.then laigels while 

was brtiughl down to 30 per revenues were no! imo'asing 

cent from the earlier level of a^ exj'..-ii d It s.iid that 

40 per eenl while the minimum indi:-^ii uii tin I'a.on,id wa-. 

rate now is 10 per cent. To exixeded duiing the ^ear. It 

widen the tax rat •, people stressed the need for 

living in metros satisfying any autonoinv tor the banks and 

two of the conditions of fulfilment o! aii prctondilions 

owning a car, immovable of Tarapore committee 

property, telephone or a essential tor mil conver- 

foreign visit in the previous tibility. 

year, must file income tax Pay Commission Burden 
returns. For retail traders, a The Fifth Pay Commission had 

new simplified scheme was recommended a lean govern- 

introduced. A Voluntary ment, with proposals ot limit- 

Tneome Disclosure Scheme ing holiday.s and a si\-dav 

(VDIS) was introduced, under working week Government 
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employee unions wanted just 
the pav increases. Tliey threat- 
enei.1 to strike and tlie 
govornmenl conieded most ol 
their demands 

An additional burden ot 
Rs IS,300 erore was placed on 
the f^overnment durinf; 14<j7- 
08 as against Rs 13,2W) crore in 
the earlier package There 
would be an outgo ol Rs 12,400 
crore on an annualised basis. 

Public Sector Autonomy 
The gmernment granteil lull 
financial and operational au¬ 
tonomy to nine I’ublii Sector 
Undertakings (PSUs). The 
companies which were 
granted luivrnluu status were: 

Indian Oil, Hindustan 
Petroleum, Bharat Petroleum, 

Steel Authority of India, Bharat 
Heavy Electricals, Oil and 
Natural Uas Corporation, 

Videsh Sanchar Nigam, Indian 
Petrocheiii'Cals and National 
Thermal Power Corporation, 

The companies were given 
freedom to raise resources, 
incur capital o.pendilure and 
restructure them.selves. 

On October 3, W7, the 
government announced an¬ 
other package aimed at 
strengthening 97 noii-iinerii/mi, 
profit-making PSUs These 
W'crc called i/ini/ni/nas 

Public Sector Banks- 
Public .sector banks reported 
net protits of Rs ’1W3 40 crore 
during 19%-97 against an ag¬ 
gregate loss of R.S 371 3() crore 
in 1993-96 ()t the 27 banks, 24 
reported .. profit The three 
loss-making banks are UCO 
Bank, Indian Bank and United 
Bank of India The net profit 
of the bBl group of banks more 
than doubli’d from Rs 793 13 
erore in 19‘t.3-96 to Rs 1649.94 
crore in 1996-97 

Business and Finance: 

The economic slowdown af¬ 
fected Indian industry 'nit the 
ycMr had its share of contro¬ 
versies and scai'.dals as well. 
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Non-banking financial compa¬ 
nies were brought under scru¬ 
tiny as two of them collapsed, 
while the house of Tatas faced 
charges ot having financed ter¬ 
rorists. While the country ac¬ 
tively sought foreign in¬ 
vestment, the Maruti contro- 
\ ersy tlireatened to undermine 
Hows ot foreign funds. 

Tata Tea: The biggest busi¬ 
ness store of 1997 was un¬ 
doubtedly that of Tata lea. The 
Assam government accused 
Tata Tea ol helping the United 
Liberation Front ot Asom 
(ULFA). It was revealed that 
the company had financed the 
treatment of ULFA cultural 
secretary Pranati Deka at 
Mumbai's Jaslok Hospital for 
her caesarean delivery. A man¬ 
ager of the company had ac¬ 
companied her to Mumbai. 
The publication ot taped tele¬ 
phone convorsa lions compli¬ 
cated the issue and it v.’as 
alleged tliat the company had 
withheld information from the 
government. The company 
denied any wrongdoing. 

CRB Scandal' A non¬ 
banking financial company, 
CRB Capital Markets, ran into 
a crisis when it was taced with 
a run cip its fixed deposits. The 
web of deceit was discovered 
and It was loiiiid that its liabili¬ 
ties of Rs SdU crore lar ex- 
leeded its assets and 
receivable ol Rs 3''0 crons Its 
chairman, C R. Bliansali fled 
the country but was brought 
back; but, thousands ot 
investors lost their money. 

UGISIATION 

Prasar Bharati; Th" long- 
awaited Prasar Bharati Act, to 
grant autonomy to All India 
Radio and Doordarshan, came 
into effect on September 16, 
1997. Under the Art, the Pra.sar 
Bharati \Broadcasting Corpo 
ration of India) would be 
lormed i-ind State broadcasting 


would be made autonomous. 
The Act was amended to en¬ 
sure full autonomy to AIR and 
Doordarshan, by reducing 
government presence on the 
Prasar Bharati Board. 

In a bid to control satel¬ 
lite television, the government 
issued a notification to ban the 
Direcl-to-Homc (UTH) broad¬ 
casts. This was done to regu¬ 
late the programmes and 
prevent undesirable broad¬ 
casts. 

Sexual Harassment: On 
August 13, the Supreme Court 
ordered the provision ot pen¬ 
alties for sexual harassment of 
women at work places. This 
would include physical contact 
and advances, requests for 
sexual fa\’ours, sexual remarks 
and other conduct. The Court 
made it mandatory for public 
sector undertakings to ensure 
that women did not work ir. a 
hostile work environment. 

lAW AND ORDER 
RoBllno lietmsB OKianion 
and terrorism 

The law and order situa¬ 
tion worsened in 1997. Assam 
saw some of the worst vio¬ 
lence. Farly in August, social 
activist San)oy Chose was 
killed liy the United Liberation 
Front of Asoni (ULFA). On 
August 15, a number of villag¬ 
ers were massacred in Lower 
Assam, Several army per¬ 
sonnel were also killed. The 
State seemed to be heading for 
a repeat of 1983, when it saw 
its worst violence till date. 

Tlic bright lining was the 
signing of a cease-fire with a 
faction of the National Social¬ 
ist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN) on July 25, 1997. This 
came into force on August I, 
1997 and was then extended 
to other groups. Peace talks 
were held in Atlanta, USA and 
it was hoped that they would 


my 

usher in an era of peace in 
Nagaland. The army was 
withdrawn from the State. 

Mumbai was witness to 
underworld violence. The 
most shwking was the killing 
of Gulshan Kumar, owner of 
the Rs 350 crore empire witli 
the flagship Super Cassettes 
Industries. He was reportedly- 
receiving threats from the un¬ 
derworld to pay protection 
money. 

It was rexealed that the 
film industry was not alone in 
facing extortion. A number ot 
other businessmen were also 
the target of extortionists, 
which had hecoirie a big indus¬ 
try in India 

The statue ot Ambodkar 
was desecrated in Mumbai, 
leading to violence J’olice 
opened fire on |uly 11,1997, to 
control a mob prmosting the 
desecration and III people 
were killed. 

There were bomb bl.ists as 
well On July 8, 1997, at least 
34 people were killed in a blast 
on the Bhaliiula-Ambala pas¬ 
senger train, causing fears 
about revival ot terrorism in 
Punjab. There were bomb 
blasts in Delhi as well. In 
Andhra Pradesh, there was 
Naxalite violence. A bomb ex¬ 
ploded outside a tilni studio 
on November 19, 1997, killing 
26 people Though peace was 
slowly returning to Jammu 
and Kashmir, an occasional 
blast shook the serenity of tlic 
Valley. However, life was 
returning to normal and there 
was a sizeable decrease in 
incidents there. 

rOREIONREUmONS 

The highlighl of the year 
was the Cujral-Clinton meet¬ 
ing on September 22, 1997, 
which marked a change of at¬ 
titude of the USA towards In¬ 
dia and Pakistan. The strong 
pre-Pakistan tilt was absent 
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imd the US President assured 
that the US policy would be 
"de-coupled" and both coun¬ 
tries would be treated sepa¬ 
rately. For the first time, the US 
said that it regarded Kashmir 
as a bilateral issue and would 
not interlere or support one 
countrv or llie other. A new 
team m the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration marked the change in 
attitude towards India, long 
regarded as a Russian ally. In 
a major victory for India, the 
USA declared Harkat-ul- 
Ansar, the outfit operating in J 
& K, as terrorist organisation. 

The change in attitude 
meant well for India but irri¬ 
tants remained. Among them 
was India's stand on the Com¬ 
prehensive Test Ban Treatv 
((.’TBT) 

Queen Elizabeth came to 
India vin a six-dav official visit 
from (Vlober 12, IW. Among 
other places, she visited the 
lalliaiiwala Ragh in Amritsar. 
l‘he visit was marked by coii- 
treners) as man\ people felt 
that she should apologise (or 
the mass.icre at lallianwahi 
Ragh Hovvewr. slie chose to 
lemain quiet and paid a siient 
tribute at the .Martyrs' memo¬ 
rial. )he was the tirsl British 
monani. ti' i isit thi' C'.oldeii 
leinple and |al!ianwa!a Bagh 
Hopis (■; heller indo- 
Pakistan relaticiis were raised 
with the installation ot \awa/ 
Sharif as Pakistan’s I’lime 
Minister. In a meeting with 
Indian Prime Ministei l.K. 
(jujral at Male, tliere wms much 
goodwill evident But these 
soon evaporated. The two 
countries indulged in expel¬ 
ling each other's diplomats, 
clouding the third round of 
talks between the foreign sec¬ 
retaries which began on Sep¬ 
tember 16, 1*197. Though the 
bilateral dialogue continued, 
nothing came oul of it. Gujral 
mol Sharif again on September 



20 in New York, who offered 
to open negotiations on a 
treaty of non-aggression. In a 
surprising turn of events, 
Pakistani troops stepped up 
their firing across the Line ot 
Control (LoC) in Uri, Jammu, 
Mohra and Kargil sectors. On 
tictober 1, the Pakistanis tar¬ 
geted civilian areas of Kargil, 
destroying a school building 
and hospital; 16 civilians were 
killed and scores injured. Th<' 
purpose of the firing could 
have been to internationalise 
the Kashmir issue or to help 
trained terrorists to slip into 
India. The secretary-level talks 
continued, but it was evident 
that there were miles to go 
before relations between the 
two countries could be 
improved 

Relations with Nepal 
have improved since signing 
of the Mahakali treaty in 
Febriiar). 19%. India has since 
made several unilateral 
concessions on trade and 
transit routes without 
anything in return. Nor is there 
any reciprocity expected under 
tile treaty ot trade signed in 
199b winch has provided dii tv- 
free access to all Nepalese- 
made goods. On his visit to 
Nepal on June 5-7,1997, Prime 
Minister CiU)r,il announced a 
surprise concession for 
Nepal's 11 vil aviation sector on 
transit rights to Bangladesh. 
Ciujrai's largesse certainly 
made a ditfeivncc in relations 
with neighbours, though 
questions are being raised 
whether unilateral generosity 
is the best way to win friends. 

Prime Minister Gujral 
visited Egypt and both 
countries signed agreements 
on co-operation in customs 
and avoidance of double 
taxation, tourism and culture. 

Foreign Minister of Japan 
Yukihiko Ikeda visited India on 
July 23, tlie first of a Japanese 


Foreign Minister in 10 years 
More frequent political 
dialogues were agreed upon 
He revealed that Japan had 
identified India as the second 
most important destination tor 
its overseas investment. 

A strategic partnership 
was agreed upon on Gujral's 
visit to South Africa on October 
7. Four agreements on mining, 
science and teclmology, tourism 
and cultural exchange 
programmes were signed. 

India and Spain signed an 
investment promotion and 
protection agreement to infuse 


new dynamism tn Indo- 
Spanish economic relations 
tin his \ tfit to Tanzania on 
September IS, Prime Minister 
Clujral announced. in cmei 'vnev 
relief of UKll' tonnes ol ii.v, in 
till' wake ol cl sei'ere ilrouglit in 
thecoiuitn Tliecoiinli', agnvd 
to support India's bid to sw ure 
a permanent seat in the LN Se¬ 
em ilv Council 

Talks with President 
Yoweri .Museveni of Uganda 
and Cu)ral during his visit to 
Uganda on October 5, yielded 
two agreements on air sendees 
and cultural exchanges. 


Vital Statistics 


Top Investor: The US emerged as the top Investor in India, ] 
accounting for $8.58 billion of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
approvals, out of a total ol $33 billion cleared till the and of last 
year. Other major Investors during the period have been Japan 
($141.6 million). Netherlands ($73.1 million), Germany ($48.9 
million), Australia ($29.8 million^ and Switzerland ($27.4 million). 
Though approvals were granted, actual foreign funds inflow was 
quite niggardly. 

Largest Aid; Japan pledged an amount ol 132.725 billion 
Yen (Rs 4157 crore) as Official Development Assistance, includ¬ 
ing 6193 million Yen for the Punjab afforestation project. This is 
the targes' bilateral assistance given by any country to India. 

Poverty; The World Bank said that India can wipe oul poverty 
by 2005. In a report, it pointed out that poverty can plummet trom 
its current rale of 35 per cent lo 6.3 per cent by that year. Poverty 
was defined as an income less than one dollar a day (Rs 36), an 
income inadequate to p'uvide 2400 calories ot food per person 
In rural areas and 2100 calories in ur'ian areas plus non-food 
items. 

IMF Projections: The 'MF projected a strong macio- 
economic outlook tor India. Its projections for 1997-98 are: GDP 
growth rate ot fi.5%. Inflation rate ol 7%, External debt L5% of 
GDP. debt servicing as 20.7% of current receipts Gross Domes¬ 
tic savings of 26.3% of GDP and Gross Domestic Investment of 
28.1% of GDP. 

CMIE Report: The Centre for Monitoring ol Indian Economy 
(CMIE) said that corporate results for 1996-97 would indicate a 
sharp all-round decline, the worst recorded in the last 10 years. 
The corporate sector has been growing at a rate of 20 per cent 
per annum In nominal sales between 1987-96 and in recent 
years 1994-96, averaged a growth rate of 25 per cent. In 1996- 
97, the sales growth would be barely 11 per cent. 

IDF Assistance; Multilateral and bilateral donors at the 
India Development Forum (IDF) meeting held in Paris on June 
25, pledged 6.7 billion in external assistance to India tor the year 
1997-98, signalling continued trust in the economic potential ol 
the country. 
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JL he iim 1997 will be remembered for remarkable dtanj^es all over the world. 
A turmoil in the financial markets of South East Asia spread across to the world, 
the stock markets crashed and currencies were devalued. Many countries lost their 
status of economic tigers and were forced to go to the IMF for help. 

There was public outpouring of grief as two extraordinary women of our times— 
Princess Diana and Mother Teresa—died vnthin a week. 

Some problems continued without a solution. Saddam Hussein kept the USA on 
tenterhooks. He expelled UN arms inspectors and the US said it would take military 
action. The Middle East peace process teetered. Political turmoil continued in 
Asian nations and stability was nowhere in sight. In Sri Lanka, the fight against 
LTTE showed no signs offnishing. 

The year sinv China expanding its influence in the world. With skilful diplomacy, 
it forged agreements with many countries while ignoring muted protests on 
controversial issues like Tibet and human rights. Western nations forged ahead 
with expansion of NATO, including new members. 

/ts the century draws to a close, the world faces new realities and a greatly changed 
world. The forces which have started now will almost certainly gain momentum 
in the next century and forge a world unlike what ive have ever imagined. 


NEIGHBOURS 

Pakistan: Ivlid-tcrm elections to 
Pakistan's National Assembly and four 
provincial assemblies (Sind, Punjab, North 
West Frontier Province) were held on Feb¬ 
ruary \ 1^7. The Pakistan Muslim League 
(PMI.) secured a t' .‘'-third majority in the 
217-mpmber House, winning 134 seats. 
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan People's I’arty 
(PPP) managed to get only 18 seats. Imran 
Khan's lehrlk-l-ljisaf party suffered a liu- 
inilialing defeat and could not get even a 
single seat. The huge victory ensured that 
Nawaz Sharif could form a stable 
government He was sworn in as Prime 
Minister on Febriiarv 17. 

Sharif got down to busine.ss straight 
away The Parliament passed a bill on 
April 1, curbing the I’resident’s powers to 
dismiss elected governments, appoint 
chiefs of armed forces, and dissolve 
Parliament. The bill made it compulsory 
for the President li '.eek ihe advice ot the 
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Prime Minister on matters of dissolution 
of the National Assembly, appointment of 
provmcial governors, defence chiefs and 
superior judges. The bill replaced the con- 
tro\ ersial provisions in the 8"' amendment 
adopted in 1985 which has since been used 
to sack four governments, including the 
one headed by Sharif in 1993.1 he Iasi gov¬ 
ernment of Benazir Bhutlo had also biHin 
dismissed under Uie same provision. 

Sharif's term did not proceed 
smootJily. Shortly after he became Prime 
Minister, he faced contempt of court 
charges and was forced to appear in court 
Hopes of stability soon vanished as the 
Prime Minister was at loggerheads with 
the President and Ihe judiciary, 

China: At midnight on June 30,1997, 
Hong Kong—Britain's last major 
possession—went back to China's fold 
atter 156 years of British rule. Britain had 
acquired the 1071 sq. km territory from 
China after tlie Opium wars, following the 



refusal of China to accept shipments of 
the drugs. The hiinding over was marked 
by parties and merrymaking. Prince 
Cliarles representing live Queen, officially 
handed over the territory to the Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin. 

Chinese patriarch Deng Xiaoping 
died on February 19, 1997 alter a pro¬ 
longed illness. Jiang Zemin was the cho¬ 
sen heir and the transition was smooth 
but an era ended with Deng's death. He 
had come to power atter Mao's death. 
Deng was the person who initiated re¬ 
forms in China and gave birth to thi' idea 
of "one country, two systems"— while it 
would be ruled by communi.st.s, pTOple 
could have private property and follow 
the path ot capitalism He had opeiu-d the 
country to foreign investment, besides 
loosening control in a number ol areas. 
Under his rule, China I'mergeU as a sii- 
ptprpower. 

China laced criticism on account of 
human rights abu.ses and its policies to¬ 
wards Tibet, but it did not respond to 
tlicm. Internally, it taced problems in the 
Xinjiang province, where the Uighiir 
Musliiivs have responded to ye.irs ot sup¬ 
pression by a low level insurgenc'' wliich 
has now beeomo a terror campaign. China 
responded by public executions and 
jailings. It also sent waves ol 11.iii Chinese 
migrants to the area, trying te dilute the 
Uighui' population. Ihe Muslims called 
tor a holy war 

Bangladesh: Former President 
Hussain Mohammad hrshad, who had 
been in prison for the last six years on 
charges ot corruption, was granted bail 
by the Supreme Court on Jamiary 8, 1997. 
Fie had ruled the country lor nearly 9 
years, from 1981 but was overtluown in a 
mass upsurge on December 6, 1990. He 
was sentenced for 10 years. Despite being 
in prison, he was elected from all the five 
Parliamentary .seats in his home district 
in the 1991 and 1996 elections, liarlier, tlw 




Bangladesh Parliament had 
tried to right one of tlie wrongs 
of historj' by declaring Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman as "father of 
the nation". His daughter, 
Sheikli Hasina, had become the 
Prime Minister last year after 
defeating Begum Khaleda Zia. 

The government also 
struck an agreement with 
Grakma leaders in March, 1997, 
on the repatriation of tlie 80,000 
tribal Qiakma refugees in India. 

Nepal: Turmoil conti¬ 
nued in Nepal. Lokendra 
Bahadur Chand of the 
Kashtriya Prajatantra Party 
(RI’P) was app«)inted Nepal's 
Prime Minister on March 10, 
1997. Chand had led two failed 
no<onfidencc motions against 
the outgoing Prime Minister 
Shcr Bahadur Deuba but 
finally succeeded. The new 
government pledged to fight 
corruption and end political 
instability and said that all 
agreements signed with India 
would be honoured. On 


October 4, 1997, following an 
Opposition sponsored censure 
motion in the Pratinidhi Sabha, 
Chand was ousted from office. 
A Centrist coalition headed by 
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party 
(RPP) President Surya 
Bahadur Thapa was appointed 
Prime Minister on October 5. 

Sri Lanka: The People's 
Alliance (PA) won a landslide 
victory in the local government 
elections held on March 22, 
1997, boosting the popularity 
of President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga's government. It 
had campaigned on a platform 
of good governance, restora¬ 
tion ot democracy, eradication 
of State terror and resolution 
of ethnic conflict. 

The Tamil parties, however, 
rejected tlie government's plans 
to hold a referendum to decide 
geographical devolution of the 
north and east, saying it would 
only worsen the ethnic divide. 
Constitutional dianges, aimed at 
devolving more power to 




regional administrative units, 
were intended to meet some of 
the demands of the LTTE. 

Meanwhile, the security 
forces continued to battle the 
LTTli in an effort to open the 
land route to Jaffna. Operation 
Jayasikuru was launched on 
May 13, 1997. The continuing 
violence took many lives of the 
militants as well as the secu¬ 
rity forces. Bomb blasts contin¬ 
ued, the most powerful being 
on October 15, which de¬ 
stroyed several buildings, in¬ 
cluding the Caladari Hotel, 
World Trade Centre and Bank 
of Ceylon. The US decision to 
ban the LITE, dubbing it as a 
terrorist organisation, was 
welcomed by the government. 

Business and 
Ecnnomir 

There was bad news for 
the economy during 1997. 
First, South-East Asia slowed 
down and many nations in the 


region, which were emerging 
as "economic tigers", took a 
beating. As one currency 
crashed after another, currency 
speculators like George Soros 
were blamed. First, Thailand 
came for a beating as the baht 
crashed. Efforts by the Bank of 
Thailand to stabilise the cur¬ 
rency by selling dollars failed. 
On August 19, 1997, the Thai 
cabinet approved the eco¬ 
nomic stabilisation program¬ 
me negotiated with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(lMF).TheIMFbaUoutot$16 
billion was the largest rescue 
package since Mexico's $40 
billion loan in 1995. A painful 
process of restructuring began. 

The Singapore dollar, In¬ 
donesian Rupiah, the Malay¬ 
sian Ringgit, similarly lost 
between 10-30 per cent in 
value. The Hong Kong sttKk 
marked collapsed leading to 
the worst-ever crash world¬ 
wide on October 29.1997. The 
crash of Wall Strt'et also had 


The World's Trouble Spots 


The Middle East 

No end to violence seemed to be in 
sight in the Middle East. Bombings of 
Israeli cities continued throughout the 
year. Reacting to a triple suicide bomb¬ 
ing, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu declared on September 5 
that Israel was no longer bound by the 
peace accords and would not hand over 
land in the West Bank by mid-1998, as 
had been pledged earlier, fhere was in¬ 
creasing opposition to the "land for 
peace" accords because even though 
Israel was giving away land, the bomb¬ 
ings by the Arabs had continued. US 
Secretary of State tried to get the leaders 
together for peace talks, with limited 
success. Apre-dawn summit was finally 
held on October 8, 1997. Arab leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu agreed to nesume Israeli-Pal- 
estinian cooperation on security issues. 


Israel wanted a crackdown on the terrorist 
group Hamas while the Arabs insisted that 
Israel freeze construction of Jewish hous¬ 
ing in disputed areas and withdraw troops 
from West Bank rural areas. 

iraa 

Despite economic sanctions on Iraq, 
the country has remained defiant. Tension 
escalated once again in 1997 when it 
turned back UN weapons inspectors who 
were in Iraq to oversee the elimination of 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein did not want 
Americans in the UN team and a 
flashpoint was reached when the inspec¬ 
tors were expelled from the country. The 
US threaten^ to take military action but 
this time it did not have the support of the 
world community as it had during the 
Kuwait war. After weeks of tension which 
threatened to become a full war, a com¬ 
promise formula was worked out and a 




crisis averted. 

Algeria 

4 

The world was shocked by news of 
large-scale massacres in Algeria during 
1997. Entire villages were butchered and 
more than 60,(XX) people have died in the 
past five years. The trouble began in 1992 
when Islamic fundamentalists were poised 
to win the elections. The army cancelled 
the parliamentary vote. The Islamists felt 
cheated out of power and started their 
campaign of mass killings. The Islamic 
militants wanted to establish a govern¬ 
ment based on strict interpretation of 
Koranic law, whid\ would require women 
to cover their heads, ban alcohol and im¬ 
pose compulsory Koranic education. 
While the massacres continued, there was 
hope of peace returning, as the Islamic 
Salvation Army declared a cease-fire from 
October 1 as a first step to try and end the 
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its impact on the Indian stock 
markets as well. Most blue 
chip stocks touched their floor 
levels. The markets, however, 
recovered the next day 

World Economic Out¬ 
look: The IMF report World 
Economic t'tiitlook reported 
that economic growth 
quickened during 1996 and the 
world output is projected to 
grow by 4.5 per rent in 1997 
and 1998, which will be the 
highest of the decade and 
higher than the average 3.8 per 
cent growth recorded in the 
last 25 years. 

MiNoniaGy 

The year saw a flurry of 
diplomatic activity. While USA 
was the dominant power, there 
was a perceptible alignment of 
forces to create a multi-polar 
world. Rather than challenge 
the power of USA head-on, 
countries like China, Russia 
and Japan were coming to¬ 


gether, improving relations and 
signing agreements. Chin,! 
forged ahead and it will be the 
coming years that will witness 
its rising influence in the world. 

USA-China: Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin arrived 
tor an eight-day visit to the 
USA on Detober 26,1997. This 
was the first visit by a Chinese 
head of State to the USA in 12 
years. Although there were dif¬ 
ferences over human rights, 
agreements were reached on a 
broad range of security, eco¬ 
nomic, environment and law 
enforcement issues. China 
bought $3 billion worth of 
Boeing planes and an accord 
was reached for "nuclear 
certification", which meant 
that American firms could sell 
reactors to China while it 
agreed to halt nuclear coopera¬ 
tion with Iran. 

China brushed aside pro¬ 
tests about Tibet and human 
rights, saying these were inter¬ 
nal matters. In the world of 


realpolitik, there was little 
doubt that China had emerged 
winner in this dance among 
the superpowers. 

China-France: China 
pushed ahead with forming 
better relations with other 
ci'untries to cfuinter US influ¬ 
ence and tor promoting a 
"multi-polar" world. It signed 
a joint clecldiation with France 
on May 16, 1997, declaring a 
global partnership. The decla¬ 
ration said that the two coun¬ 
tries would engage to ensure 
multi-polarity and plurality, 
while working towards estab¬ 
lishing a just and rational eco¬ 
nomic and political order 
aimed at ending domination in 
international affairs. 

China-Japan: Japan 

apologised to China tor the 
atrocities and great lo.sscs it 
inflicted on it during the World 
War During the talks in Beijing 
of Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto and 
Chinese Premier l.i Peng, it 


was revealed tliat the Cabinet 
of former Japanese Prime 
Minister Murayama had ex¬ 
pressed regret over Japan's in¬ 
vasion and colonial rule 
Chinese Prime Mmistei Li 
Peng visited lap-.m to meet the 
lapanese Prime Minister ai.d 
tilso lapan's emperor Akihilo 
Relations between the two 
countries improved. 

China-Russia: On April 
23, 1997, Russia and China 
signed a political deilaralion 
on a multi-polar world, aimed 
ac preventing global domina¬ 
tion b\ USA. The pact soiigbl 
to counter L^S clout and 
NATO's eastern expansion 
The paci was signed on I’resi- 
dent Jiang's visit to Moscow, 
the littb summit between the 
counlriessir.ee iuui .Ajuigiee- 
luent on troops redo tern 
along the Inirdc! was ,i|s(' 
signed Yeltsin \ isitod ( Inna in 
Novembei, ) 9‘'7 .nut ibe 
lOuniries were able to surl out 
a bolder dispute 


I The World s Trouble Sp^ 


1 


bloody five-year old civil strife. 

Camboilla 

Li early July, Cambodia witnessed a 
bloody coup led by second Prime Minis¬ 
ter riun Sen against his main rival and 
coalition partner first Prime Minister 
Prince Ranariddh. As fighting raged be¬ 
tween forces loyal to the rival Prime 
Ministers, thousands of people fled the 
capital Phnom Penh After attaining com¬ 
plete charge, Hun Sen said that criminal 
charges would be brought against 
Ranariddh, who had fled the country to 
take refuge in Paris. The situation contin¬ 
ued to be tense for many weeks, with spo¬ 
radic fighting taking place. 

North Korea 

North Korea freed severe drought 
during the year. International aid agen¬ 
cies estimated that about 2 million people 


faced starvation. Aid was slow in coming 
since the donors did not want it to be used 
on the army. North Korea was not willing 
to give up its totalitarian policies in re¬ 
turn for aid. 'Tlie UN called for giving 
support without imposing conditions but 
the donors felt that they should know 
w'herc it was being distributed 

Sudan 

Sudan has been reeling under a 14- 
year old civil war. The country has seen 
much bloodshed. There were indications 
that it may soon end. The Islamic govern¬ 
ment 0 *^ Sudan signed a peace treaty witli 
four rebel groups to end the civil war. The 
treaty gives the mostly Christian and ani- 
mist South more power in riuming tlieir 
affairs, including local customs instead of 
the Islamic law that is applied in the North. 
A referendum would be held after four 
years to decide whether the South should 


secede or remain part of Sudan 

Albania 

.Anarchi ruled in 'Mnai'.M I iito|.c ' 
poorest State, during >b).‘ lin' •iiini'\ 
appealed for inlernationul .ud t rc‘-:ore 
the shattered iiislKesvstem, wher, i luirl 
houses and }ails had been de'-lnnt d ! !u 
trouble began in laniMn 19U(,, uiier. llu' 
high-ri.^kinveslrneni schemes. .Il.q.sed, 
robbing, peopK ol tiieii s. \ mgs fh;s 
lead to rioting, whicJi developed int, an 
armed controntation, sacking 1.4 the go\'- 
ernment and ultimalelv, martial law 
Foreign nationa Is wore evania ted J’resi- 
dent Sail Berisha readied a deal with 
his political opponents on March 10, 
1997. The UN Security Council 
authorised an Italian-led force to guard 
deliveries of food and oilier necessities 
to Albania and help the country recover 
from anarchy and violeme. 
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A major earthquake 
lolteci a remote mountain 
region in Iran on May 10, 
1997, killing nearly 2400 
people. Eleven villages 
were levelled. Iran lies in 
high risk earlhauake zone 
and several hundred trem¬ 
ors are registered every 
yeai, An earthquake in Italy 
left 10 dead and priceless 
art works attributed to the 
13”' century Basilkica of St 
Fmncis weio destroyed. 

Forest fires in 17 prov¬ 
inces 111 Ifidonosia caused 
a lieavv smoko haze all 
over South East Asia dur¬ 
ing September and Octo- 
I oi Prc.'-'ider.l Suharto 
d'.-chrnd the hres as a na¬ 
tional dism.ltir. The fires 
were ‘ to jlear Ine area 
for cui!ive''i)n but a? the 
monsoons were delayed, 
tht;y ec'ild not hp put out. 
Apart trorn causing respi¬ 
ratory problems among the 
people, two major acci¬ 
dents 10 i)k place m the re¬ 
gion because of poor 
visibility. An Indonesian Air- 
l.'U!; (light from Jakarta to 
Medan-city trashed leav¬ 
ing 234 d(‘ad An Indian 
cargo ship collided with a 
super tanker in the Straits 
of Malacca, leaving 29 
dead 

Hurricane Pauline hit 
Mexico leaving 210 dead 
and 50,000 homeless. 



Conferences 

andSnnnnits 

The International Con¬ 
ference on Child Labour was 
held at Oslo from October 27, 
1^97 and called tor removal of 
child ren from extreme forms of 
child labour and to formulate 
and implement time-bound 
programmes lor universal 
coinpulsorv education. The 
agenda lor action urged gov- 
eiiiments to promote tire em¬ 
powerment women and girls 
and ensure their full and equal 
participation in education and 
economic development at all 
levels. 

Environment issues were 
discussed in the Earth Sum- 
mit-II, also known as "Rio plus 
five", since it was held five 
years after the famous Earth 
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 
lh92. rm'i>\s from 170 nations 
attended the summit, which 
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ended on June 28, 1997, but it 
did not generate the interest 
tlrat had been generated ear¬ 
lier. In many ways, the com¬ 
mitments made at Rio had not 
been fulfilled by nations. A 
review of the programme 
adopted at Rio, "Agenda-21" 
was made but performance 
was much below expectations. 
Industrial countries had 
pledged to work towards dou¬ 
bling foreign aid to 0,7 per cent 
of tlieir GNP but actually it had 
declined. Emissions of gases 
causing the greerJiousc effect 
had continued to rise, forests 
were still being plundered, the 
population of the poor had 
kept increasing. The failure 
was blamed on lack of political 
will. 

The seventh summit of 
the Group of 15 (G-15) ended 
on November 5,1997 at Kuala 
Lumpur. The leaders pledged 
assistance to each other and 
rejected unilateral measures as 


in the case of US trade laws. 
They asked industrialised 
countries to refrain from using 
protectionist measures and 
fulfil conunitments to raise Of- 
licial Development Assistance 
(ODA) to at least 0.7 per cent 
of their GNP. Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moham¬ 
mad called for tight regulation 
of currency regime. The next 
summit was scheduled to be 
held in Jigypl in May, 1998. 

The G-7 summit w-as held 
in Denver, USA on Jime 19-21, 
1997 and focussed attention on 
three major spots: West Asia, 
Cambodia and Bosnia. The 
nations promised new trade 
and investment for the poor¬ 
est nations of Africa. The final 
communique expressed con¬ 
cern over Japanese trade sur¬ 
plus and hi^ unemployment 
irt Europe. It supported further 
research on AIDS but wanted 
to ban human cloning. The 
summit, however, failed to 


i 


Statistics 


Population: UN figures for 1990 to 1995 
showed a population growth rate worldwide of 1.48 
per cent a year, which was significantly lower than 
1.57 per cent projected by the previous report in 
1994.The world already has 29 million fewer people 
than projected earlier. This could be due to the 
decline in fertility in every region as well as de¬ 
creasing life expectancy due to war and AIDS. 

Unemployment: A UN report said that nearly 
one billion people worldwide were either unem¬ 
ployed or underemployed. This is up from 820 
million people in 1993 and 1994, and represents 
a crisis level not seen since the depression of the 
1930s 

Chitd Labour: A report by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) gave the figure of child 
labour at 250 million, which was more than the 
lignro of 73 million estimated earlier. The ILO in¬ 
cluded children les.s than 10 years oM this time 
while earlier it counted only kids between the age 
of 10 to 14 years. Asia accounts for 153 million 
working children, Africa 80 million and Latin 
America 17.5 million. , 

Rich-Poor Gap: A report of the UN Confer¬ 
ence on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said 


that in 1965, average per capita income of the 
world's richest seven nations was 20 times that of 
the poorest seven, but by 1995, this figure had 
become 39 times, showing the growing gap be¬ 
tween the rich and the poor. It also said that eco¬ 
nomic growth is fikely to be sluggish and a low rate 
can neither solve labour problems of the North nor 
poverty problems of the South. It contradicted the 
view that unfettered competition of the free market 
was good for all nations. 

Water crisle: A UN report said that two-thirds 
ol humanity would suffer water shortages within 
30 years unless urgent steps are taken to contain 
pollution. The growing scarcity of water had begun 
to hamper agricultural and industrial growth and 
increased investments were required to meet the 
demand of the increasing population. 

Least bureaucratic country: The Economic 
and Political Risk Consultancy Sunrey for 1997 
said that Singapore had displaced Hong Kong as 
the least bureaucratic country. Malaysia ranked 
third and Philippines fourth. VtaUiam came out with 
the country v^ the worse bureaucracy, followed 
by China. The r^rort had-no praise for India and 
said there was exoeseive red-tapism in the country. 
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achieve anything with rrepect data 

to pollutants causing global out \ 

warming and NATO expan- somt 

sion. President Clinton was impi 

asked to accept Slovenia and tion, 

Romania as new members in man 

addition to Hungary, Poland nati( 

and the Czech republic, but he mom 

refused. 

A new alliance of Muslim 
nations was formed on June 16, 

IW. Called the Developing 
Eight or D-8. they gathered in 
Istanbul in Turkey for their 
first meeting. The member 
nations were. Turkey, Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Iran, Bangladesh, rctan 

Egypt, Malaysia and Nigeria. trans 

The countries committed coop- 
eration in several economic ® 

fields, including industrial de- ■ 

velopment, research, banking 
and agriculture. 

The ninth SAARC sum- 
mit was held in Male on May 
12-14,19"7 The leaders of the ^’*'^*^* 
seven South Asian nations ac¬ 
cepted India's proposals to An 
transform the region into a free 
trade area by 2(X)1 and also to I 

have informal political consul- Laboi 

tations to reduce tension, com- worst 

bat terrorism and drug ' 

trafficking, and to launch a war a ran 

agamst poverty. The declara- lions 
tion adopted at the end of the il pow 
summit called for removal of snd t 
ill! trade barriers and structural ' 

impediments by advancing the 
deadline bv four years from 
the earlier agreed goal of 
SAPTA by 2005. It set aside ' 
objections by Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka on .he sub-regional ®®®1® 

group formed by India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan 
to exploit resources in various 
fields. It said that sub-regional gof^n 

cooperation should be 
extended further. ^ 

The environment minis- took i 

tors of SAARC countries met a iibe 
in New Delhi on April 3-4,1997 1 

and agreed to establish infor- monti 

mation exchange network on econc 
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data and policies. They came 
out with a declaration to do 
something about toxic waste 
imports, biodiversity, pollu¬ 
tion, sustainability, and de¬ 
manded that developed 
nations transfer more aid 
money for the environment. 

The International Treaty 
Banning Chemical Weapons 
came into force or. April 29, 
1997. Under the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC), 
each State undertook never, 
under any circumstances, to 
develop, produce, stockpile or 
retain chemical weapons, to 
transfer or use tliem, or engage 
in any military preparation to 
use such weapons. The treaty 
was signed by 87 countries. 

A Treaty to Ban Land¬ 
mines was held in Oslo and 
more than 100 nations agreed 
to the ban. The notable 
exceptions were USA, China 


and India. The move to ban 
landmines got a boost when 
the International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines (ICBL) and its 
coordinator Jody Williams got 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 1997. 

The Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Co¬ 
operation (lOR-ARC) com¬ 
prises 14 countries in Africa 
and Asia washed by the bidian 
Ocean. Ministers of these 14 
countries met in Port Louis, the 
capital of Mauritius in March 
5-7,1997 to forge a pact to pro¬ 
mote regional economic coop¬ 
eration. 

The extraordinary sum¬ 
mit of the Organisation of Is¬ 
lamic Conference (OIC) was 
held at Islamabad on March 23, 
1997 and was attended by 50 
Islamic countries to com¬ 
memorate 50 years of 
Pakistan’s independence. The 
declaration issued at the con- 


. . - _ 

ference condemned India and 
the supposed violation of 
human rights in Kashmir. It 
also endorsed the stand of FLO 
and criticised Israel for 
scuttling the Middle East peace 
process. 

ASEAN decided to in¬ 
clude Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar in 1997, to bring the 
total number of members to 10, 
during the 30"’ summit meet¬ 
ing held on July 23,1997. After 
30 years of its birth, ASEAN 
became a strategic alliance that 
encompasses all of South-East 
Asia. Cambodia's membership 
was suspended following tlie 
crisis in the country. 

At the NATO Summit 
held on July 9,1997, the US and 
its 15 allies made history when 
they agreed for expansion of 
tlie NATO. Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Poland were 
included as new members. 


Couimfes in itansMon 


In Britain, Labour Party leader Tony Blair led his party to a sweeping victory. He became the first 
Labour leader after James Callaghan (1974) to form a government. The Conservatives suffered the>r 
worst defeat since 1830 as Labour swept 419 seats in the 659-member House of Commons. 

Scotland voted for home rule through a unique referendum on September 11,1997. This marked 
a rare constitutional reform in Britain in recent history and the greatest change to Anglo-Scottish rela¬ 
tions since the 1707 Act of Union. The voters not only said they wanted a separate Parliament but gave 
it powers to raise taxes as well. The elections (or the new Scottish Parliament would be held in May, 1999 
and the 129 new members would take their seats for the first time in 2000. 

In Iran, the mullahs suffered, who had guided the Islamic revolution for 18 years, suffered deieat 
as Mohammad Khatami, a moderate cleric was elected as President in the elections held on May 24, 
1997. Khatami was expected to relax restrictions on the media and other aspects ot cultural life. He 
succeeded Ralsanjani, who had been President (or two four-year terms. 

In France, socialist leader Lionel Jospin took over as Prime Minister on June 2,1997. succeeding 
Alan Juppe. He is the leader of left-wing coalition of .socialists, communists and greens, which won 318 
seats, marking the return of the Left after its crushing defeat in the 1993 National Assembly elections. 
France thus had an interesting situation where the new Pnme Minister and President Chirac were of 
opposing parties and ideologies. 

Communists returned to power in Mongolia as well. Nachagyn Bagbandy of the People's Revolu¬ 
tionary Party was elected as President of Mongolia on May 19, 1997, thus signalling the return of 
communists just after tour years after they lost power. Bagbandy had campaigned for slowing down of 
reforms that have resulted in serious economic dislocation. 

A seven-month old civil war ended in Congo (Zaire) as self-proclaimed President Laurent Kabila 
took office on May 29, 1997. The defiant President Mobutu fled to Morocco. Kabila promised to follow 
a liberal policy and end the misrule which beggared and brutalised the people of Zaire. 

Beset by economic problems. Thailand’s Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh resigned after 11 
months in office. Chuan Leekpat became the new Prime Minister who got the task of nurturing the 
economy back to health. 
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eYBEDSPACE 

As niori' and inon- people 
connected through, so did the 
development'- connecteii with 
Cyberspace A vast amount ot 
intormation was available on¬ 
line, will' multimedia making 
it more colourful and exciting. 

I’he Internet, particularly, 
I'ncouraged surfing as there 
was so much intormation 
available. It was a kind of an 
encyclopaedia, w'jth informa¬ 
tion on just about anything 
available. The difficulty often 
is how to lix’ate it. To get over 
the problem of searching vari¬ 
ous sites .and still not finding 
relevant information, some 
service providers attempted to 
arrange it in an orderly man¬ 
ner. Called Encyberpedia, the 
site has the infurmatiun classi¬ 
fied under different heads and 
is easy to locate. As the site 
grows, it may become bigger 
than any encyclopaedia with 


easy search and availability. 

Among the sites tliat were 
available, a new site was 
added reliving the historic 
1971 Indo-I’ak war The web 
site, the tirst Indian military 
page on the Internet, gives a 
detailed description of the 
origin ol the conflkt, various 
battles and comments. Indians 
re-ponded to the site in a big 
wav, but Pakistan protested. 

More services also were 
being added to the Internet as 
well Cne can already buy 
things electronically, but if you 
had something to sell, one 
could get on a site that ar¬ 
ranges auctions. Action Web 
lets sellers conduct their own 
auction, for a nominal fee. The 
site became very popular and 
some 6,000 items were auc¬ 
tioned daily. Bidding is done 
through e-mail The site is 
founded by Pierre Omidyar. 


E-mail in Indian lan¬ 
guages started during the year, 
with Marathi becoming the 
first language to be available 
on the Internet. Other lan¬ 
guages made their debut too, 
through a software called 
"Langseape." 

India made advances too 
and planned to become the 
first developing country to 
become a Web server nation. 
The Goa-based National Insti¬ 
tute of Oceanography (NIO) 
put its Web server on the 
internet, to provide biblio¬ 
graphical information on In¬ 
dian marine sciences for the 
first time from the country. The 



Centre for Advanced Comput¬ 
ing (C-DAC) planned to build 
an integrated network of all 
government and private net¬ 
works to form a National In¬ 
formation Infrastructure. 

It was also the year of the 
Cyberpet. "Tamagatchi" or a 
pocket si/c electronic pet, took 
lapan and the rest of the world 
by storm. The virtual reality 
pi t comes as an animated line 
drnw'ing on a small screen, but 
rcijuires can* and attention as 
a real pet. In\ ented by Japa¬ 
nese housewife Aki Maita, the 
pet dies if neglected. It w'as a 
lug hit w ith children across the 
world 


Air Force Day: October 8, 1997. 

Desh Prem.DIwas: The National Day of Patriotism will be ob¬ 
served on January 23 every year, the birth anniversary of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 

International Women’s Day: March 8, 1997. 

Martyrs' Day: March 27, 1997. The bodies of Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev were cremated at Hussainiwala on this day 
in 1931 by the British after they were hanged. 

Moscow’s 850*^ Annfvm*sary: September 7,1997. 

National Science Day: February 28,1997. It coincides with the 
discovery of the Raman effect on this day in 1928. 

Teachers’ Day: September 5,1997. 

UN Day: October 24,1997. 

World Animal's Day: October 4, 1997. 

World Consumer Rights Day: March 15, 1997. 

Wbrid Food Day: October 16, 1997. 

Worid Heritage Day; April 18,1997. 

World Literacy Day: September 8,1997 
World No-Tobacco Day; May 31,1997. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

The major El Nino weather 
phenomenon in the tropical 
Pacific Ocean set off more 
global disasters than ever 
before. Scientists at a UN 
sponsored conference esti¬ 
mated that the El Nino de¬ 
veloping this year would last 
upto next year and may ex¬ 
ceed this centui y's strongest 
weather event, which hit in 
1982-83. El Nino is a warm¬ 
ing of the v/aters in the Pa¬ 
cific which causes climatic 
abnormalities around the 
world. El Nino has already 
c’aimed 2,000 lives from 
Hoods, hurr'canes, drought 
and tire and caused global 
losses of about SI3 billion. 
It is likely to be the biggest 
El Nino so far, With the high¬ 
est ocean temperatures in 
150 years recorded in July. 
Regional manifestations of 
climate changes were al¬ 
ready becoming evident dur¬ 
ing 1997 
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DEFENCE 

The .irinod forces 
modei niM-d themselves hy in- 
iliictm;; several new equip¬ 
ment. The Russian long-ran^c 
comhat Sukhoi airi'raft SU-3() 
arrn’ed on iMarch 16,1997 and 
was expected to double the in¬ 
terception capability of the 
Indian Air I'orce. A Rs 1,200 
crore MiG-21 'Bis' upgrade 
programme was taken up dur¬ 
ing the year, which would 
upgrade the plane from a sec¬ 
ond generation aircraft to a 
fourth generation tactical war¬ 
plane Involving a replacement 
ot the plane's avionics and 
weapons systems. Two planes 
would be upgraded in Russia 
and the rest in India. 

The nav\' was in the pro¬ 
cess of modernising as well 
Two indigenously built war¬ 
ships, the INS Ghariyal and 
INS Prahar were inducted into 
the Indian Navv The first was 
I'omrnissioned on March 14, 

1W7 at the t uirden Reach Ship 
Biiililers and Engineers Ltd, 
Laicutta and the second, the 
tastesl missile boat in the 
uoiTd. was built b\ C'loa Ship- 
lard ltd India also placed 
orders with Israel for the pur- 
I base ol Super Dvora attack 
craft for tlie Navy. The craft 
would be manul.icturi'd by 
Israel Aircraft Ltd in co-opera- 
ti-on VI itli (.’loa Shipyard Ltd It 
can travel at 48 knot:, and has 
been purpose-built tor day and 
nii'ht coastal surveillance The 
indigenous anM-submarine 
torpedo loi the Indian navy, 
called Advanced Experimen¬ 
tal Torpedo (AET) was 'eport- 
edly in the linal stage-, of 
development and was ex¬ 
pected to be inducted by 1'’99 
alter user trials. The country 
also planned to manufacture 
its Air Defence System (ADS), 
a smaller vcision of an aircraft 
(airier, which would lake up 



to 10 years to build. With the 
first aircraft carrier INS 
Vikrant decommissioned 
early this year and the INS 
Viraat non-operationnl for its 
modernisation, the Navy 
would be left with no ship to 
carry warplanes. Replacement 
of the aircraft carriers was thus 
very urgent. 

India also tried to become 
selt-rcliant in the defence field 
and several developments 
were reported. A mobile inte¬ 
grated theatre defence system 
to throw a missile umbrella 
over Northern India against 
the threat of Pakistan's M-11 
ballistic missiles, would be 
deployed by the army by 1998. 
It is an integration of the Rus¬ 
sian Anti-Tactical Ballistic Mis¬ 
sile (ATBM), the indigenous 
Rajendra and the Akash lung 
range surface to air missile. 
The country also became .self- 
reliant in special purpose mi¬ 
croprocessor chip design 
Anupama w'hich has 0 5 mil¬ 
lion transistors, which is an 
important component for mis¬ 
siles and aircraft A joint 
project of the Defence Research 
and Development Orga¬ 
nisation (DRUG) and the- 
Department of Electronics, the 
first Monolithic Microwave In¬ 
tegrated Circuit (MMIC) has 
reportedly been made. De¬ 
fence scientists also developed 
indigenously a wargamc 
software called Shatranj. 

Under the Integrated 
Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP) of the 
DRDO, a propulsion system 
was developed for the indig¬ 
enous Akash missile. The 
"Ramjet propulsion" gave an 
energy level twice that of solid 
propulsion. India successfully 
test-fired the 2.S0 km range Air 
Force variant of the Prifhvi 
missile from the Interim Test 
Range (ITR) at Chandipore-on- 
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sea and joined the select group 
of countries possessing this so¬ 
phisticated technology. 

Expertise in making 
Lighter Than Air (LTA) bal¬ 
loons was also developed. 
These could obstruct low fly¬ 
ing aircraft, take photographs 
and carry payloads. The 
DRDO range of I.TA include a 
Balloon Barrage System (BBS) 
for air defence, payload carry¬ 
ing tethered balloons called 
Aerostats and Balloon Imaging 
and Surveillance Systems 
(BLISS). 

The Air Force announced 
its Airport Doctrine, keeping 
in view requirements of the 
future where spare power 
could play a major role. Based 
on the Gulf War, it would in¬ 
clude intelligence, surveil¬ 
lance, reconnaissance, battle 
management and weapon 
guidance. 

The Northern Command 
celebrated its silver jubilee on 
[unc 17, 1907 Having a total 
jurisdiction ol 1,57,700 square 
kin, including the borders with 
China and Pakistan, the Com¬ 
mand w as born out ot the 1971 
Indo-Pak war It had its lamer 
figure Ll Gen PS. Bhagat, who 
was appointed in june, 1972. i 

DISCOVERIES 

Many discoveries were 
made during 1997. The long¬ 
est cave in tlie Indian suh-con- 
tiiwnt, the 6381 metre krtm 
uin la wan' was discovered at 
I.,umshong in the jaintia hills 
ot Meghalaya. It is also the 
deepest, with a surveyed 
deptli of 106.8 metres. 

Excavations in Dholavira 
in Gujarat shed new light on 
the mystery of the Indus Val¬ 
ley Civilisation. The site was 
discovered in 1967 and was 
finally taken for excavation in 
1990. It revealed an extensive 
Harappan city in the Rann of 


Kutch. It had aesthetic archi¬ 
tecture, a unique water har¬ 
vesting system and storm 
water drainage system. 

Two sluj’as Were discov¬ 
ered I'he first. South IndiaV 
largest known stupa belong¬ 
ing to the centurv HC 
was discovered at Mela- 
kondapally in Khammam dis¬ 
trict ol Andhra Pradesh. The 
'maha-stupa' is 16 metres high 
and 50 metres wide and be¬ 
longs lo the Ikshvaku and 
Vishnukundin dynasties. 

Another one, the ninth 
Hrona stupa, where the last 
rites ol Lord Buddha arc be¬ 
lieved to have been performed, 
was lound at Bhagwangan) 
village m Masaurih sun-divi¬ 
sion in Patna district. Built 
around h'" century BC, the 
stupa is mentioned by Chinese 
scholar Hieiin I'sang in his 
traiel accounts and was built 
by a Brahmin named Uuna 
Remains ol a temple, a 
brick wall and other sixth cen¬ 
tury artifacts we,--!- toiind at 
\imuiur village m Madhva 
Pradesh 1 heexiav alioii on the 
b.ink ol the Narmada revealed 
i the exisler.T ol five diltereiil 
dvnasties M.uirya, Sunga, 
tiopla, Parinar and iVliigli.il, 
The oldest known man¬ 
made objects were discovered 
ill I thiopia, pushing the reuird 
Ol loolmaking back bv .'’OO.OOO 
years. The stone tools were 
made 2.5 million years ago and 
show a surprising degree ol 
eraftsmanship. 

(ieologists also discov¬ 
ered an energy source in the 
sea They tourid huge amounts 
ot methane gas in tlie form of 
“gas hydrates" in the Arabian 
sea. Cas hydrates are iec*-like 
strucTures containing methane 
gas trapped in marine sedi¬ 
ments at water depths ot 500 
to 2000 metres. The National 
Geophysical Research Institute 
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(NGRI), I lyderabad, estim<itpd 
that the Indian offshore marine 
sediments could hold a reserve 
of ahmil 7,000 billion cubic 
metres. 

The world's oldest living 
plant was found in the lasma- 
ni.i Known as King's Hollv, it 
has been carbon dated to be 
4.5,000 years eld. The previous 
oldest plant was believed to he 
an American huckleberry 
bush 

Ast ronomers annou need 
the discovery of a new planet. 
The Jiipitei-si/e planet was 
seen orbiting a nearby star, 
Rho Coronao Borealis. The 
discovery raised hopes that 
there nitiy be more planets to 
be found and some mav even 
have life. 

PROJECTS 

Pew prnieets were 
launched during the y<Mr, per¬ 
haps as a result ol political un- 
u-rtainly in the country, 
lliough the railways look up 
an expin.'.ion programme at 
the cost ol salely. fhe exten¬ 
sion ol the |ammu Udhampur 
rail line was taken as a na¬ 
tional pro|ei t to encourage de- 
V elopmem ol the Slate. The 240 
km long Mil line is estimated 
to losl Rs 2.501) eroie. It will re- 
quii" making 225 bridges and 
84 km ot tunnelling The third 
railway bridge across the 
Godavari river in Kajanuiiulry 
replaced the nearly lentury- 
old bridge. It has been Iniilt in 
15 years at a cost of Rs 71 crore 
with help from Swiss and Gcr- 
miin specialists 

The National Pilot 
Project (Nl’P) has helped save 
245 kw ot energy in Jawahnr 
Taluka in Maharashtra. The 
pro)eet was implemented by 
Maharashtra Energy Develop¬ 
ment Agency (MEDA) and ad¬ 
ministered by Department of 
Non-conventional Energy 


Sources. 

Through its Memory of 
the World programme, 
UNPSC't) has tried to preserv'e 
the world's heritage The in¬ 
formation w ill be available on 
CD-ROM, making il easy lo 
access mamisrfipts, pictures, 
sounds and images easily. 

Several by del projects 
were being set up. The first 
hydel project m the Andaman 
and Nicobar islands was be¬ 
ing set up at Diglipur in North 
Andaman island at an esti¬ 
mated cost of Rs 130 crore. The 
5 MW Kaipong power project 
will ase the water resources of 
the river Kaipong Gradually, 
the capacity would be in¬ 
creased lo 44 MW to meet the 
entire demand of the Union 
Territory The first unit of the 
Uri Hydel Project on the river 
lehlum was inaugurated on 
February 13, IW, 15 months 
bcliind schedule. The Rs 51(10 
crore project confronted a se¬ 
nes of problems, from land 
acquisition to abduction ot en¬ 
gineers. It has an installed ta- 
jxu ilv ot 480 MW. The 2(Kl KW 
Kupa microhydel project in 
West Kameng district ol 
Arunachal Prade.sh, was inau¬ 
gurated on .-Xpril 22, 1497. Ti' 
ease the shortage ol jiower in 
the country, the I on ign Invest¬ 
ment Promotion Boaul (1-1P15) 
approved 10 power projects in 
the private sector totalling a 
capacity ol 2,240 .MW, with an 
investment ol IG 7,000 crore 
But progress on implementa¬ 
tion was slow, partly because 
of the conlroversv generated 
by the Enri'ii project and the 
opposition lo d.ims 

RESEARCH 

The biggest achievement 
of the year was the cloning of 
a sheep. British scientists cre¬ 
ated the world's first clone of 
an adult animal The done was 



Bachendri Pal and a group 
ol 8 women undertook a 
trans-Hlmalayan journey 
on February 5,1997, start¬ 
ing Irom Arunachal Pradesh. 
The 7-month journey was 
Ihroun^ Ihutan and Everest 
^se, Camp in Nepal, 
concluding at the Siachen 
glacier. The team halted at 
Siachen for about a month. 
But the expedition had its 
share of controversy. At one 
point, the team split and 
three team members went 
their own way. The expedi¬ 
tion was sponsored by Tala 
Steel, Jamshedpur and the 
Department ol Youth Affairs 
and Sports 

During Die year, Tenzing's 
grandson repeated the feat 
ol his grandfather and 
scaled the Everest. A New 
Zealand expedition, includ¬ 
ing Tashi Tenzing, grandson 
of one ol the first two men 
to climb Everest, reached 
the peak's summit on May 
23, 1997. 

A team of oceanographers 
left Panaji on May 27,1997 
on an expedition to churn 
the ocean and to study the 
effect of the disturbance on 
marine organisms. The ex¬ 
periment. sponsored by the 
Department ol Ocean De¬ 
velopment (DOD), will as¬ 
sess the impact of ocean 
mining on ecology. 
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cl shi'i’p n.imi'd UdIIv, who was 
ciCcitfd <U hdinburgh's Roslin 
Instilulc from a siii};)!' tt-ll 
laki‘n I rum tlu' udder of an 
adult sheep, turned into an 
emhi yo and then implanted 
into a surrogate mother The 
news triggered a controversy 
about the ethics of cloning 
animals and even people. Ad¬ 
vances in genetics made such 
possibilities come nearer. Brit¬ 


ish scientists reported that they 
had succeeded in creating a 
headless frog embryo in the 
laboratory, by manipulating 
certain genes to suppress the 
development of the head. With 
such developments, enginet't- 
ing human bodies moved from 
the realms ot science fiction to 
reality. India too realised the 
potential of the growing field 
and collaborated with France 






to take up research on the hu¬ 
man genome project. With this 
agreement, India could be¬ 
come part ot the countries con¬ 
ducting research on the human 
genome, while scientists at the 
National Institute of Nutrition 
(NIN), liydcrabad, established 
a colony of the world's fattest 
rats, each weighing 1.4 kg 
against the norma! 3M grams. 
The rats would be used to do- 




Mission to Mars 

It was the uilimale in remote control robotics: 
driving a vehicle on a distant planet while 
controlling it from thousands of miles away 
This marvellous leaf was achieved by NASA's 
Mars probe, the Pathfinder. On July 4.1997, 
NASA's robot craft landed on Mars and be¬ 
gan sending back bieathlaking pictures of the 
planet. ' I'. j unmanned space craft had been 
launched on December 4,1996 as part of the 
Discovery trrojecl ol NASA The Pathfinder 
travcilcfl (ot .seven months at 20,000 km an 
hour to reach Ihe red planet in a circular path 
The robotic vehicle, Soiourner. was powered 
by sola- panels and perlotmed geo-chemical 
and aliiiosphenc eyperirnerils on Ihe surlacc 
ol (he plariot 

The picl'ji'':'. sent bacK by the Pathfinder 
revealed earth I'kc le.ituros and ils lock 
strewn sur'.ice o.rih The Sojourner was 
expecled ic- work t.si seven sols (one Mat Man 
day) ".■i'"h an;i y'-l(iini,,'l ils task well 
the Liaii recorii' ' a dayliine lomperaliiie ol 
- '2 aeuines ceribgrade anil.»nigh! ternpora- 
lure ■'•I -76 riegreoa Ils rohol took soil samples 
and Old chemical analysis on them The first 
few rock.'^ -inalyscd by 'I were named Rar- 
nacio Dill '/ogi, Caspci and Scooby-Doo by 
the S' lontiol'.' 

The mission represented NASA's design 
philosophy dubberJ as "Bettor, Faster, 
Crieai'i.r" vine!, is aimed at making space 
oxploraliDii cheaper and more ellectivc The 
Vikings head cost S3 billion and eight years to 
develop, but ihe Paitifinder has cost S250 
inili'oii and was developed in jusl lour years 
Tlio low cost enables NASA to send more 
probes The Mars Global Surveyor entered 
ihe M-.m- orbit on Soplombor 2 1997 It will 
orbit III! January 31. 2000 mapping its sur- 
taco and collecting data. Eight more ships 
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will be launched in the next eight years, with 
the possibility of a manned mission in the 
coming years 

NASA's probe to Saturn, Cassini, carrying a 
Huygens probe, was launched during the year 
amid protests that its nuclear powered payload 
could explode over the Earth. It was one ol 
the largest, heaviest and most complex inter¬ 
planetary spacecraft ever built. The Huygens 
probe, supplied by Ihe European Space 
Agency (ESA), will land on Saturn's moon, 
Titan on November 24,2004. It is expected to 
send detailed information about clouds, 
atmosphere and surface ol Titan. 

Russia's space station, Mir, was also in the 
news for much ol 1997, but because ol the 
wrong reasons. First, a cargo vessel collided 
with it on June 26, crippling it Then, as Ihe 
crew was making routine- preparations to 
repair its damaged power system, they acci- 
den’ally disconnected a cable supplying 
powei and virtually led to a power cut in all 
systems The repaii mission wa.s launched 
on August 6,1997 and the cosmonauts Vasily 
Tisblivev and Alexander Lazutkin returned 
On September 28, 1997, US space shuttle 
Allantis docked with the space station and 
astronaut Michael Foalc was replaced with 
David Wolf 

Meanwh-'c, the orbiting telescope, Hubble, 
continued to send back pictures Irom outer 
space. Scientists were able to witness col¬ 
liding galaxies, made up of millions of stars 
and dense clouds, to merge into a single 
galaxy. Astronomers believe that such a 
collision will occur when the Andromeda 
galaxy meets our own Milky Way in about 5 
billion years. Using Ihe Hubble, astronomers 
at the University of California discovered Ihe 
brightest star in the galaxy, which releases 
10 million limes the power of Ihe Sun. 


The US-Clementine aircraft, using radar sig¬ 
nals to examine the moon's craters, found 
evidence of ice existing in a crater in ihe 
south pole of the moon. The possibility ex¬ 
cited scientists, as it opened up new possi¬ 
bilities on the moon, long thought to be dry 
Excitement also built up as the comet Hale- 
Bopp was seen through the year and even 
sparked a mass suicide by a cult in the USA. 
Heaven's Gate. The members believed that 
by committing suicide, they could get on a 
spacecraft that they believed was following 
the comet. 

The Indian Space programme continued to 
send satellites into space The indigenously 
built last but one ol the second generation 
satellites INSAT-2D was launched from 
Kourou in French Guyana on June 4,1997. ll 
was a communication salellile. carrying 23 
transponders, to enhance telecommunication 
and broadcasting capability ol Ih6' country 
ISRO announced that the third generation 
communication satellite programme, INSAT- 
3, would be launched between 1999 and 2003 
t^ive satellites would be launened under the 
programme. But the programme suffered 
setbacks too. On September 29, 1997, the 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) D-4 was 
launched to pul the Indian Remote Sensing 
Satellite (IR5-1D) into orbit Everything went 
well but the last stage rocket failed to put it in 
a circular sun-synchronous orbit. ISRO 
scientists manage to correct the situation but 
the life of the satellite was reduced consider¬ 
ably. In the same week, INSAT-2D lost its 
earth-look and lost its power. Communica¬ 
tion, and trading on the National Stock Ex¬ 
change was affected. After attempts to revive 
it failed, the satellite was declared inoperable 
on October 5, 1997. The two incidents 
generated debate about the credibility ot the 
space programme. 


SPECIAL SUPPtEMENT 


ISGEUANY 

Tallest Building; The international council on tail buildings and urban habitat announced 
that the 1 lO-storey Sears Tower is once again the tallest sky-scraper in the world. From the 
ground to the highest occupied floor, it measures 436 metres. The twin Petronas Towers 
In Kuala Lumpur which took over the title last year would be the highest if the top of the 
spires are also considered. The building up to the s^nres measures 452 metres. 11 the 
antennas are measured, the World Wade Centre in USA would be the tallest, since Its 
height including antennas is 526 metres. 

Longest Building: Malaysia, home to the world's tallest twin buildings, launched a plan to 
construct a 2.4 km tong building called Gigaworld which would be the world's longest. Part 
of a commercial riverside project called KL Linear City, the first phase is expected to be 
completed by 1999. 

Leaning Temple: A 17'^ century temple on the Mahanadi river in Huma village of Sambalpur district is 
leaning like the Leaning Tower of Pisa. It leans a significant 47 degrees, along with the Shiva lingam and 
different gates. It was built by Baliar Singh, the fifth king of Sambalpur. belonging to the Chauhan dynasty. 
It is, hovrever, not on the country's tourist maps yet. 

Math Olympiad: India won three silver and three bronze medals at the 38"' International Olympiad held 
in Argentina, it ranked 15 among 82 participating nations while China topped the list. 

Breast Milk Bank: India's first and only breast milk bank is working at the Lokmanya Tllak Hospital in 
Mumbai. The first such bank was opened in Vienna and though several countries have such facilities now, 
there is only one such bank in India. It has been set up with donations from the Taj group of hotels. 
Decline in Forest Cover: The Forest Survey of India (FSI) claimed that forest cover in 9 States—Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, UP, Sikkim and Delhi—had increased. The 
forest cover, which was 19.52 per cent in 1961-83 want up to 21.29 per cent in 1991-93 but in the North- 
Eastern States, it decreased considerably. Though 269 sq km of forests were added, the loss in the North- 
East resulted in a net decline of forest cover of 507 sq km. 

Nanda Devi Reserve: One of the three Biosphere reserves in the country, it attracts trekkers from all over 
the world and is said to be the world's most difficult trek. Located In the Garhwal Himalayas, it is probably 
the last remnant today of the extensive Himalayan pastures that existed before the advent of man. 
Morena Sanctuary: The Madhya Pradesh government launched a Rs 64 crore scheme aimed at devel¬ 
oping the Palpur Kuna sanctuary of Morena as a habitat for Asiatic lions, the second lion habitat after Ihe 
Gir National Park. It had generated controversy about the resettlement of 18 villages in the sanctuary area. 
Assam Rifles: Raised as "Cachar Levy" by the British in 1835, the Assam Rifles celebrated its 163"* 
raising day on March 24,1997. 

Fingerprinting method; The fingerprint identification completed 100 years on June 12, 1997 It was 
developed in Calcutta by Sir Edward Ridiard Henry and his two Bengali assistants. The world's first 
fingerprint bureau was set up in Writers' Building 100 years ago. 

Elevated UrbanIVaIn System: The country's liist elevated urban train system was inaugurated in Chennai 
on October 17,1997.The 10.3 km long Mass RapidTransit System (MRTS) between f4ylapore and Beach 
station Is expected to carry six lakh passengers a day. 



velop cures for obesity and 
diabetes. 

Intel amiounced that it 
had developed the world's 
fastest supercomputer, ca¬ 
pable ef performing 1 trillion 
operations a second. The 
supercomputer would be used 
to simulate nuclear weapons 
and to predict weather changes 
and natural disasters. 

japan planned to build the 
world's biggest and most ad¬ 
vanced earthquake simula¬ 
tion device It would be 
powerful enough lo replicate 
the effects of a magnitude 7 
earthquake, like tire one that 
devastated Kobe in 1995. It 
would have Ihe capability of 
reducing an actual si/e build¬ 
ing lo rubble, enabling 
scientists li' observe realistic 
earthquake londilions. 

A method to tap drinking 
Wiitcr from the clouds in the 
Himalayas in N'epal was in- 
\ented by Ke\ la Kovvaldiik, a 
camera designer from loronlo. 
The method uses a iiolyethyl- 
ene mesh stretched oul be¬ 
tween wooden poles and 
placed III vertical arrays amid 
the clouds around mountain 
summits The mesh pmdiices 
2.‘il) litres per day at veri loss 
CO"-! and may alli -. iate wafer 
problems in the country 

TRAINING AND 
EDUCATION 

UK Medical Degree 
Tests: Indian doctors seeking 
higher education in Britain can 
appear in the entrance exami¬ 
nation in India and will not 
have to go abroad. India is the 
first country in the world 
where these tests are being 
conducted The test is 
conducted in partnership with 
the British Council and will be 
held in October. The fee for 
appearing is 265 pounds. 


Fifth IIM: The country's 
filth Indian Institute of Man¬ 
agement (llM) has been started 
at Ko/hikode in Kerala. 

Flight Training School. 
Asia's first international fliglif 
training school is to open at 
Kancharpara near Caiculla. 
The school is bemg opened by 
South East College of Air 
Training (SHCOAT) in collabo¬ 
ration with the West Bengal 
government. 

Gas Technology Insti¬ 
tute: Asia's first integrated 
institute in natural gas, the Gas 
Technology Institute of GAII., 




assumed formal status on june 
1997. It is a joint project of 
GAII, and Danida of Denmark. 
It will train people as also do 
research in processing, trans¬ 
mission and utilisation of natu¬ 
ral gas. 

New Commission Mode 
for Army: Under a new mode 
of commission in the Indian 
Army, sen ing jCOs, NCOs and 
other ranks in the age group of 
30-35 years with a senior schixil 
certificate qualification, will be 
eligible for commission after 
selection by the Services 
Selection Board (SSB). 


Platoon Commanders 
Wing: The only institution of 
its kind, the Platoon Com¬ 
manders Wing at Belgaum, 
provides training to over 1,600 
platoon commanders of the 
Army every year. 

Environment Studies 
Approach: An environment 
education centre, Parisar As}m, 
lays stress on natural learning 
and promises lo bring out the 
best in a child. It uses the En¬ 
vironmental Studies/kpproach 
to Learning and replaces the 
rote learning method of cram¬ 
ming meaningless tads. 
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Arjuna Awards, 1997: 

Cricket, lavagal Srinath; 
Hockey: A b. Subbaiah, Ashish 
Balia);Alfi/ph'c5 AjitBhadiiria, 
Padinani Thomas; Boxitig: Raj 
Kumar Sangvvan; Carrom. 
Anthonv Maria Irudayaii; 
Golf Amit l.uthra; Judo 
Pooiiam Chopia, Kiihnddi 
Shriram Bhavsar, NifiTa M. 
Dadwo; Rou'iiig Sitrcndor 
Sin.gh V\'adia, Shooting 
Moraad AIi Kli.iii, reiiiiis 
(laurav Nalt’kar. Sicinmiiig 
V Kulralu'-slwaran; Yachting. 
l.t Col KolK b. Rao ip‘"itliii 

nii’ii'i) 

I'hysiciilly handicapped 
( Badminlon: Sandeop 
Sini'h IJliillion; Athletics and 
cnckct Kallo (iovvda 

Ashok Chakra, 1997: 
Sfcond l.iciitfnant I’lmcft 
Uutt.i, who dii’d lighting 
mililani'- in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and 1 I L.d Shanti 
Swrup Rana tor his diircdevil 
act o! bra\t‘i v, ((uirage and 
self-sacrifice in an operation in 
J&K. 

B.C. Roy Award: 

Sridhar Shctty or the A B 
Shetty Memorial Institute ot 


Dental Sciences. Mangalore, 
for his outstanding service in 
the srrcio-medical field 

Bharat Ratna: Aruna 
Asaf Ali and CuDari Lai 
Nanda. 

CSIR Prize, 1997: The 

National Geophysical Re¬ 
search institute (NGRl), 
Hyderabad, was awarded the 
CSIR Technology Prize, in the 
area ot business development 
and technology marketing. 

Dadabhai Nauroji 
Memorial Award, 1997: 
Nani A I’alkhivala, tor hi.s con¬ 
tribution towards public 
education in economic affairs 
and constitutional law. 

Dhanvantri Award, 
1997: Pioneer ot nuclear 
medicine in India, Ram- 
cliandra Datlatreva I.eli ot 
laslok Hospital 

Dronacharya 
Awards, 1997: y'oach ot 
uomen'-. weightlitlmg squad. 
Pal Singli Sandhu, and the first 
Indian to win World .Amateur 
billiards t. harapionship, 
WilsiHi June-. 

G.K. Reddy Memorial 
Award, 1997: Chief L'ditor 
ol the Indian l-xpress Shekhar 
Ciupta and Vartha 1-ditor-in- 
Chief A.B.K. Prasad, tor their 
outstanding contribution to 
journalism. 

Gujar Mai Modi 
Science Award, 1997: 

I’hysicist S Ramaseshan, tor his 
w ork in the field of i ryslallog- 
raphy and materials science. 
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Indira Gandhi 
National Integration 
Award, 1997: The Indira 
Gandhi Centre ol Vishwa 
Bharati University, Shanti- 
niketan, in recognition ot its 
role in strengthening the spirit 
of unity and mutual trust in 
the country. 

Jamnalal Bajaj 
Awards, 1997: for 

promoting Gandhian imlues 
outside India: Young Seek 
Choue of South Korea 

For uplift and welfare of 
women and children; 
Vinobaniketan in Thiruvan- 
anthapiiram 

For application of science 
and technology for rural devel¬ 
opment: SS Kalagihalliinath 
ot Bangalore. 

For cnnstnicliiie work 
R K Paid ol Nagpu.. 

Jnanpith Award, 
1996: Ih ■ngali novelist 
Mahashweta Ocm, for her 
' outstanding contribution to 
the enrichment of Ine Indian 
literatuic " 

Kaiinga Prize, 1996: 

Indian astrophysicist Jayant V. 
Narlik.ir, with Czech 
astronomer jir Grygai, tor 
popularisation of science. 

Lohia Award, 1996: 

Neelam \1.ihajan Singh, for ex¬ 
cellence in Hindi journalism. 

Moortidevi Award: 

Hindi writer Nirmal Verma. 

au tstanding 
Pmiffamentarian Award: 

S<.)mnatii Chatterjet*. 




Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
Awards: Educationist 

Matthew Panamkat and 
dancer Urmila Nagar. 

/Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna Awards: N. 
Kujarani Devi and Lennder 
Paes (19%-97) 

Rajiv Gandhi 
National Sadbhavna 
Award: Renowned singer 
Lata Mangeshkar. 

Shanti Swarup Bhat- 
nagar Awards, 1997: For 
Biological sciences: j. 
GowrixSiiankar of Centre tor 
Cellular and Molecular Biol¬ 
ogy, Hyderab.id and Dr 
Kaiiury Venkata Subba Rao of 
the International Centre lor 
(ivnetic L'ngineei mg and Bio¬ 
technology, New Delhi 

For Chemical sciences Dr 
Kankan Bhadacharv.i of the 
Indian Association t.ir the 
Cultivation of Science, 
Calcutta and Dr A. Srikrishna 
ot Indian Institute ot Science, 
Bangalore. 

I or F.ngineering sciences: 
Dr Devang V. Khakhar of In¬ 
dian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay 

For Medical sciences: Dr 
Satish Kumar Gupta of the 
National Institute of Immunol¬ 
ogy, New Delhi and Dr Vijay 
Kumar of the International 
Centre for Genetic Engineer¬ 
ing and Biotechnology, New 
Delhi. 

For Physical sciences: Dr 
Bikas Kanta Chakrabarti of 


A. r -etc.. 



Saha Institute of Nuclear Phys¬ 
ics, Calcutta and Ur Amitava 
Raychaudhari of University of 
Calcutta. 

Vyas Samman, 1997: 

Kedarnath Singh, tor his 
collection of poems "Uttar 
Kabir Aur Anya Kavi- 



Booker Prize, 1997: 

Arundhati Roy, for her first 
novel. The God of Small Thing’s. 

Fraadom of Pieter* 
mj|<ntzburg Award: 

Mahatma Gandhi, who had 
been thrown out of a first class 
train compartment hv a white 
conductor at Pietermaritzburg 
more than jpO years ago as 
only whit^' could travel in it. 

F^iluioka Prize, 1997: 
Historian Romila lhapar 
became the first Indian to re¬ 
ceive the International Aca¬ 
demic Pri/.e ol the I'lghth 
Fukuoka Asian Cultural 
Prizes, 1997. 

Gandhi Peace Prize, 
1997; C icrhard Fischer of 
ticrmany, toi his oulsUndmg 
work for the treatn-'nt and le- 
habilitation of leprosy- 
patients and children affected 
by polio. 

Goldman 
Environmental Prizes, 
1996: M.C Mehta, India, A 
Ndyakira, Uganda, Albcna 
Simeonova, Bulgaria; W.}. 
Ballantine, New Zealand; 
Edwin Bustillos. Mexico; and 
Marina Silva, Brazil. 

Indira Gandhi Peace 
Prize, 1996: Med icine 
Without Frontiers, a Paris- 
based voluntary organi-sation. 


Magsaysay Awards, 
1997: For Eiwiromucnt: Fn- 
vironment activist Mahesh 
Chander Mehta 

For govenimciit service: 
Thailand's interim Prime Min¬ 
ister Anand Pan\arachun. 

for international under¬ 
standing: Japan’s Sadako 
Ogata, the UN High Commis¬ 
sioner for Retugees (UNHCR). 

For journalism, literature 
and creative communication: 
Litterateur and social activist 
Mahasweta Devi / 

Nobel Prizes, 1997: 
Chemistr;/: Paul U. Boyer, 
USA, John F. Walker. England 
and Jens C. Skou, Denmark; 
Economics: Robert C. Merton 
and Myron Scholes of USA; 



BImal Roy Award, 
1997: Cinematographer Dilip 
Gupta, who imparted visual 
beauty in Bimal Roy's films. 

Filmfare Awards: Raja 
Hindustani was adjudged the 
best film and also earned 
awards for heart-tlirobs Amir 
Klian (best actor), Karishma 
Kapoor (best actress), Nadeem 
Shravan (best music dirc-ctor) 
and Udit Narayan (best male 
playback). The film had swept 
the popularity charts and was 
one of the biggest successes in 
an industry starved of hits. 
Manisha Koirala's perfor¬ 
mance in Khanioshi won her the 
critics awards for best 
performance. The film also 
won the critics award for best 
film while Kavita Krishna- 
murty bagged the best female 
singer award. The film Bandit 


Literature: Dario Fo, an Italian 
play wright; Medicine: Stanley 
Prusiner. USA, Peace: Tl'ie In- 
lernatii'iial Campaign to Ban 
Landmines and campaign co¬ 
ordinator Jody Williams, USA; 
Physics: Steven Chii, USA, 
Claude Cohen Tannoudji of 
France and William Phillips, 
USA, 

Pulitzer Prizes, 1997 

For international re¬ 
porting: John Burns ol the New 
York Times, for coverage of the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan; 
For photography: Associated 
Prcs.s; For public service: The 
Times Picayune of New 
Orleans; For investigative 
reporting: Eric Nalder, Debo¬ 
rah Nelson and Alex Tizon of 


Queen won the best director 
award for Shekhar Kapur and 
best cinematography award 
for Ashok Mehta. Lifetime 
Achievement Awards were 
given to Mumtaz and 
Dharmendra. 

National Film 
Awards: 

Best feature film (Siearna 
Kainal): Bengali film 

Buddhadeb Dasgupta's Lai 
Darja. 

Best Actor: Kama! 
Hassan, (Hindustani). 

Best Actress; Tabu 
(Maachis). 

Best music director: A.R. 
Rahman, Minsara Kanaiiu, 
dubbed as Sapnay in Hindi. 

Best choreography: 
Prabhu Deva. 

Best male and female 
playbacks: S.P. Balasubra- 
maniam and Chitra respec¬ 
tively. 

Best feature film in Urdu; 
Sardari Begum, with Rajesh- 
wari Sachdev winning the 
award for best supporting 


the Seattle Times, For spiat 
neios reporting: Neii'^dai/, lor 
coverage I't the ex]'losu»n of 
TWA flight 800; For 
biography: Frank McCoiirt 
for "Angela'*-- A.shes- A 
Memoir"; For music: Wvnton 
Marsalis for "Bloi'd on the 
Fields". 

Right Livelihood 
Award, 1996: Kerala Sastra 
Sahitya Parishad (KSSP), an 
Indian NGG; Greek homoco- 
pathist Grorge Vithoulkas; and 
Committee of Soldiers' 
Mothei-s of Russia. 

Temi^eton Prize, 
1997: Jiefoder of the Indian 
spiritual movement, Pandu- 
rangc Shastri Athavale for 
progress in religion. 


actress and Kiran Kher getting 
the special jury award, along 
with Amol Palckar for his film 
Daayera. 

Dadasahab Phalke 
Award: Raj Kumar, the 
Kaimada film actor, producer 
and singer. 

Oscar Awards: The 

English Patienl, adapted from 
Michael Ondaatje's novel, 
swept the 69th annual 
academy awards, winning 
nine Oscars including best 
picture, best director (An¬ 
thony Minghella), best sup¬ 
porting actress (Juliette 
Binoche), best original music 
(Gabriel Yared) and best edit¬ 
ing (Walter Murch). The best 
actor award went to Geoffrey 
Rush in Shine and best actress 
to Frances Medormand in 
Fargo. 

Panda Award (Graan 
Oscar): Doordarshan's series 
'Living on the Edge'. The envi¬ 
ronmental series was pro¬ 
duced by die brothers Nikhil 
and Niret Alva. 
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Accidental Death of an 
Anarchist, Mistero 
Buffo 

Plays written by Dario 
Fn, the winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Literature this 
year. His plays are satires 
on religion, politics and 
otfirialdom. 

An Adventure of Ideas 

A collection of the writ¬ 
ings by V.N. Narayanan pub¬ 
lished on Sundays in The 
Hindustan Times, of which he 
is the editor 

A Tryst With Destiny 

Stanley Wolpert's biogra¬ 
phy of Jawaharlal Nehru al¬ 
leges homosexual encounters 
and a tlight with Edwina 
Mountbdtten, 



Bofors: The 

Ambassador’s Evidence 

B.Vf. Oza, who was 
India'.s ambassador to Sweden 
from 1984-88, di'scribes his ex¬ 
periences regadind the Bofors 
controversy. 

Bharatha Bharati 

Poems on nationalism, 
socialism and on faith in hu¬ 
man w'elfare by Sribhan- 
shyam Vijayasaradhi, the 
winner of Varhaspati 
Puruskar 

Breaking the Silence 

A book on empowerment 
of women by Anees ]ung. 


Cuckold 

A novel by Kiran 
Nagarkar set in 16"’ century 
India. 

Everybody Loves a 
Good Drought 

A collection of dis¬ 
patches from India's 
poorest districts 
by P. Sainath. 

The Dark 
Side of 
Camelot 

Symo ur 
Hersh's book 
on lohn Ken¬ 
nedy makes 
fresh allegations about the 
sexual prowess and links with 
the underworld. 

The God of Small 
Things 

Winner of the Booker 
Prize winner Arundhafi Koy. 
Set in Kerala in tlie late 60's, it 
is a story ot Rahel and her twin 
bri»thcr, Estha. The book has 
been acclaimed all over the 
world. 

Godrej: A Hundred 
Years 

The .story of the familv 
with one of the most success¬ 
ful and diversified industrial 
empire by P.K. Karanjia. 

Hazar ChurasI Maa 

Written by Mahasweta 
Devi, the winner of Jnanpith 


Award for 1996. Her books re¬ 
flect her concern for the down¬ 
trodden and those battered by 
an exploitative society. A film 
based on the book has been 
made by (lovind Nihalani star¬ 
ring Jaya Bachchan. 

Himalaya 

^ An accoimt of 
the famous 
Nalapani battle 
fought in tlie Doon 
Valley in 1815, by 
Ganesh Saili 

Inside the CBI 

Written by 
former director 
of the CBI Joginder Singh, 
the book gives an inside 
view' of the country's 
premier investigatinc 
agency. 

Kashmir Diary: 

Psychology of Militancy 

Written by General Arjun 
Kay, who was in charge of the 
anti militancy operations in 
the Kashmir Valley in 1993-95, 
the book heralded an unprec¬ 
edented example of a serving 
ulficer being allowed to write 
about a current conflict 


victories over insurgency and 
terrorism. 

Liberty or Death 

Patrick French's account ol 
the freedom struggle is critical 
of Mahatma Gandlii 

Love and Longing in 
Bombay 

A collection of stones by 
Vikram Chandra, one ol the 
major Indian writers in 
English. 

Nice Guys Finish 
Second 

Memoirs of foimer civil 
servant 13 K Nehru, an account 
ol the last 50 years 

Pride of India 

The story of Miss lndia.» 
and their lives, by lormer 
beauty queen Persis Kham- 
batta 


The Knights of 
Falsehood 

K.P.S. Gill's book provides 
an insight into his way of 
thinking and the basis on 
which he led the Punjab police 
to one of the most spectacular 
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Rediscovering Gandhi 

Yoge.sh Chadha's book 
tries to demythilies C.andhi but 
adds nothmg new 

Ritu Ka Pehia Phool 

A collection of poems by 
Vijendra, the winner of the 
Bihari Puruskar 

Scenes From a Writer’s 
Life 

The autobiography of 
English writer Ruskin Bond 
describes his first 21 years, in¬ 
cluding going to England, his 





novel written by C.S. 
Challappa< it traces the 
freedom struggle under the 
leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi and has Tamil 
Nadu and Madurai as the 
backdrop. 

Until Darkness 

A memoir of the mistress 
of the Shah of Iran which 
exposes her tumultuous rela¬ 
tionship with him, by Parvine 
Ghafari. 


struggle to find a publisher 
and his yearning to come back 
to India. 

Sher*e*Shor Angez 

Written by Shamsur 
Rahman Faruqi, the Saraswati 
Samman winner for 1996. 

Snakes and Ladders: A 
View of Modern India 

A collection of essays on 
modem India by Gita Mehta. 

Surrender at Dacca: 
Birth of a Nation 

Description of the events 
leading to surrender of the 
Pakistani Army in Dhaka in 
1971, by Lt General J.F.R. Jacob. 

Surviving Men 

Written by Shobha De, it 
is the "smart woman's guide 
to staying on top" and reflects 
the shifting gender relation¬ 
ships in India. 

The Calcutta 
Chromosome 

A thriller about the quest 
for a malaria cure, the book 
won the Arthur C. Clarke 
•Award of the British Science 
Fiction Foundation. The book 
is written by Amitav (ihosh. 

The Politics of 
Backwardness 

A collection of papers on 
caste, edited by VA. Pai 
Panaiidiker. 

The Ritual Art of 
Teyyam and 
Bhutaradhane 

Written by Sita K. 
Nambiar, it goes info the prac¬ 
tice of men acquiring divine 
powers to voice prophecies 
which common folk hear and 
obey. 

The Thirst for Freedom 

The three-volume epic 




War Minus the Shooting 

An account of the World 
Cup and some of the issues 
thrown up by it, by Mike 
Marqusee. 

War By Stealth: 
Terrorism in India 

Abroad view of terrorism 
by former police officer Vijay 
Karan. 

Whispers of the Desert 

A book of poetry by 


Fatima Bhutto dedicated to 
her father Mir Miirta7a 
Bhutto, the brothei ot Bena/ir 
Bhutto, who was killed in a 
conlroversial polite slu'Otout 
la.^l veai 

Worshipping False Gods 

Arun S'liiurn ';- 'nook, 
vvhuh created a lontrovorsv 
beiaiise ot its exposure of B.K. 
Ambedkar's ri'le m the tree- 
doin nio\’emeitl 


There was a deluge o< books published 
in 1997 to celebrate India’s Fifty Years of 
Freedom. Each writer explained his views 
of the country. 

Evening Ragas, an indulgence in Raj 
nostalgia, by Derry Moore. 

In Light of India, a Mexican view of 
India by Nobel Prize winner Octavio Paz. 

India 50: The Making of a Nation, a 
look at the highs and lows of the last 50 
years, by Ayaz Memon and Ranjona Banerji. 

India at 50: Bliss of Hope and Bur¬ 
den of Reality, a collection of essays ed¬ 
ited by V.N. Narayanan and Jyoti Sabherwal. 


India: A Celebration of Independence 
1947-97, a collection of photographs with 
an essay by Victor Anant. 

India: From Freedom to the Millen¬ 
nium, by Shashi Tharoor. 

The Idea of India, written by Sunil 
Khilnani, it is a narrative of the Iasi 50 years. 

The Indian Experience, an expensive, 
coffee table book with excellent photo¬ 
graphs. 

The Vintage Book of Indian Writing, 
1947-97, edited by Salman Rushdie and 
Elizabeth West, created a controversy as it 
had some inexcusable exclusions. 
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Annan, Kofi, 

The new UN Secretary 
General is from Ghana and a 
long time bureaucrat. He has 
spent 30 years at UN posts in 
many countries and was the 
chief of UN peacekeeping 
force. HU main goal is to steer 
the UN in the face of dimin¬ 
ishing finances. 

Athavale, Pandurang 
Shastri 

Founder of the Swadhyaya 
movement, he was awarded 
the Templeton Award for 1997, 
in recognition of his nuwement 
which has libi'i aled hundreds 
ol villages from casteism and 
social vices 

Blair, Anthony Charles 
Lynton 

I’opularly ki;;,wn as Tonv 
Blair, the new I’rime Minister 
of Fngland is also the yomig- 
est m its history He became 
the leader or the I,ah(>iir Party 
in 1994 alter the dealh of lohn 
Smith and iii )ust three years, 
he changed the outlook of the 
paity and led it to its victory 
o\’er the lories after 18 years 
Boyer, Paul 

The US siieiilisl, who is 
one of the recipients ot the 
Nobel Prize for C heinistrv. His 


work showed how' all living 
things, from bacteria to hu¬ 
mans, make adenosine triph¬ 
osphate (ATl^), a tiny molecule 
that stores energy. He works 
m the University of California. 
Chaturvedi, R.S. 

Recipient of the Vyas 
Samman for 1996, he has writ¬ 
ten 21 books and made a name 
in literary eriticism. His book 
on Hindi literature, for which 
he has been honoured, puts it 
in the context of world litera¬ 
ture. 

Chu, Steven 

One of the recipients of 
the Nobel Prize lor Physics, 
Chu works in the Stanford 
University, USA. He won the 
award tor developing a way 
to trap atoms. 

Cohen-Tanoudjl, Claude 

One of the winners of the 
Nobel Prize loi Phvsics. Born 
in Algeria, he is a French citi¬ 
zen and w'orks tor the College 
de France and I-.cole Normale 
Superieure. 

Clinton, Bill 

Ihe [’resident of the USA 
began his second term in of¬ 
fice on lanuarv 20, 1997. He 
became the first Democrat to 
win two Presidential elections 
since Franklin Roosevelt in 
1936. The Republic.in chal¬ 
lenger, Robert Dole, could win 
42 per cent of the votes 
Devi, Mahasweta 

Winner of the Jnanpith 
and the Magsaysay awards, 
her hooks are about victmis of 
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social injustice. She has 
authored more than 100 books. 
Beginning with jhansir Rant, 
she has covered significant 
periods in the history of east¬ 
ern India. She received the 
Padamahrec and the Sahitya 
Akadcmi award among others. 
Faruqi, Shamsur 
Rahman 

Noted Urdu writer, he is 
the recipient of the Saraswati 
Samman. He has been central 
to tire development of modern 
Urdu literature in the early 60s, 
providing a fresh approach on 
Urdu writing called 
'Jadidiyat', which took the 
literary world by storm and 
became the hallrrairk of 
modernity and change in the 
70s, 

Fischer, Gerhard 

C.ormany's "Ambassador 
of Humanity" is the winner ol 
the tiandhi Peace Prize tor 
1997. He retired prematurely 
from a diplomatic career and 
chose to work among leprosy 
patients in bidia. 

Fo, Dario 

An Italian playwright 
noted for politically-oriented 
comedy, Fo, 71, is the winner 
of the Nobel Prize foi Lilera- 
lure. He has written several 
plays and one of the best 
known literary figures to win 
the Nobel Prize m recent years. 
Fujimori, Alberto 

The President of Peru was 
in file news for sending com¬ 
mandos to rescue the 71 hos¬ 



tages held hostage at the resi¬ 
dence ot the Japanese Ambas¬ 
sador by Tupac Amaru 
guerillas. The operation, con¬ 
ducted on April 23, was suc¬ 
cessful and all the rebels were 
killed. 

Ganesan, Sivaji 

Velcran actor, the recipi¬ 
ent of this year's Dndasahcb 
Phalke Award. He has acted in 
the main role in 285 movies 
and has received the Vadma 
SItrcc in 1996. Born as V.C. 
Ganesan in 1928, he was given 
the name Sivaji for his role as 
Chhatiapah Sivaji in one of his 
earliest plays He began acting 
at the age of six anti is a living 
legend m Tamil cinema. 
Gujral, Inder Kumar 

India's 12'" Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Gujral belongs to a lamily 
of Congiessmen from Ihelum 
Born on December 4, 1919, lu- 
followed his parents to jail 
when he was 10 years tild. He 
was the President of Lahore 
Students Union and General 
Secretary ot the I’linjab Stu¬ 
dents Federation Imp.isoned 
during the Quit India move¬ 
ment, he later actively partici¬ 
pated in combating tribals 
from Pakistan who invaded 
Kashmir. 

Haxare, Anna 

Social reformer Anna 
Hazare went on fast, demand¬ 
ing action against Maharashtra 
politicians, putting the chief 
minister in a tight spot. A 
former Army truck driver. 








Hazcin* returned to hi? villtij;;e, 
Rtilegan SidcUii in Alimcdnagar 
district to transform it, using 
I GandJiian methods. His 
crusade against corruption 
yielded results as the 
government decided to look 
[ into the allegations made by 
' him. 

Hingis, Martina 

Martina Hingis, the 16- 
year old from Svvit/crland, 
beuime the youngest top slot 
in tennis hi.'»torv, replacing 
Stclfi Crat in the W TA tour 
ratings released on March 31, 
1W7. .'\1 12, she h.id become 
the youngest I rench Open jun¬ 
ior rhampion in l‘W3 and the 
vouiigest (irand Slam cham¬ 
pion in l‘W7. She replaced the 
1 record of Monii a Seles for the 
vouiigest No. i title 

Kant, Krishan 

Veteran freedom fighter 
and (landhian, he was elet led 
as the tenth Viee-I’iesidenl of 
India He wasnriginalh'inthe 
Congress hut v^as expi'lled 
from the paili' fin opposing 
theenu'igency in b)7s llornon 
l-eliruar)’ 2S, I‘I27, lie had 
taken active part in the (fiiit 
India movement He vv.rs as¬ 
sociated wilii radsal politics 
and soiiaiist ivlorm. 
Khatami, Syed 
Mohammad 

1 he new President of Iran 
IS a mviderate. He made news 
bv appointing a woman min¬ 
ister anti it was hoped that lia- 
nian society would get over its 
t'bsession with Islamic lunda- 
menlalists 

Maiik, Gen Ved Prakash 

Vice-Chief of Army Staff, 
who became the Chief of Armv 
Staff, to succeed General 
Shankar Roy Chowdhury on 
October 1, \^^7. Ihirn on 
November 1, 1939, l.t Gen 
Malik has been involved in all 
theatres of counter-insurgency 
operations, as well as the IPKF 



operations in Sri Lanka and 
Operation Cactus in Maldives. 
Merton, Robert 

Tlic LIS economist who is 
one of the winners of the Nobel 
Pri/e for Lconomics this year. 
A professor at the Harvard 
Business School, he helped 
devise a formula that laid the 
basis tor massive growth of 
markets in financial deriva¬ 
tives The formula gives a 
method for pricing of deriva¬ 
tives, whirh is now used the 
world over. 

Nanda, Gulzari Lai 

Twice caretaker Prime 
Ministerol the country, in 1964 
alter Nehru and 1966 after 
Shnstri, Gul/ari Lil Nanda was 
awarded the Bharat Ratna for 
1996. He was Gnion Home 
Minister in this period, but 
resigned in 1966 He never re¬ 
lumed to iietui polities, en¬ 
gaging bimsell m unpublicised 
social work instead. He has 
completed 99 years ol age and 
lives in .-Mimedabavl. 
Narayanan, K.R. 

The new President of In¬ 
dia. Ml Narayanan was horn 
in L'/havai village in Kerala 
Starting his career as a lecturer, 
he moved to journalism and 
Liter won a 'lata scholarship to 
the I ondon School ol I'lonom- 
ics lie was ambassador to 
China in 1976 and later to USA 
On re iirning lie suciesslully 
contested tin Obapalam Lok 
Sabha seat in Kerala and 
served as minister in several 
ministries 
Narlikar, Jayant 

Winner ol the 1996 
Kalinga .Award ol the 
UNl'.SCO, lavant Narlikar 
has been active in 
popularisation ol science. He 
was the first recipient of the 
Ml’ Birla Award for 
nstrononivin 1993. He served 
on many committees, includ¬ 
ing the Science Advisor to the 
Prime Minister. 


Phillips, William 

The US physicist from Ihi- 
National Institute of Standards 
and Technology in Maryland, 
he shares the Nkihel Prize tor 
Physics this year for ilevelop- 
mg a method to trap atoms 

Prusiner, Stanley 

Professor ot biochemistry 
at the University ot California, 
Prusiner discovered a piotein 
that causes the "mad cow" dis- 
e.ise and other brain-wasimg 
conditions. He commenced 
work in 1972 and ten years 
later iilentitied an inleclious 
agent m brain diseases which 
he calleii a prion. He has been 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
medicine for his diseov cry ol 
prions 

Rana, Lt Col Shanti 
Swrup 

Born on September 17, 
19)9, Lt Col Shanti Swrup 
Raiia, who has been honoured 
with the A'iliok Cliiikiii m 1997, 
was commissioned on lime 11, 
1977 in the Bihar Regiment. 1 le 
dcslmvecl the well-fortified 
hidoiMits ol terrorist-, in Jammu 
and kashmir and exhibited 
exemplary courage and 
bravery. 

Roy, Arundhati 

Winnei i>l the Booker 
Prize this year loi her lirst 
novel. The God of Siiiail 
Ihings She became the lir.sl In¬ 
dian to reieive the avv.inl 
Scholes, Myron 

A Canada born professor 
emeritus at the 'slanlord Busi 
ness School, US.A, he share - the 
Nobel Prize lor I eonomics I le 
helped dev ise a mathematical 
formula published in 1973 tliai 
helps measure the worth ot 
stCH'k ojUions 

Skou, Jens 

A scientist at the .‘\aihus 
University in Denmark, he is 
one ol the recipients ol the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry 1 le 
discovered an eiiz.yme in liv¬ 
ing things that works like a 


pump to maintain the balance 
of sodium and potassium m 
living cells, 

Tung Chee-Hwa 

The elnel ol the Special 
.Administrative Region (SAR) 
of Hong Kong. A bovbood 
refugee frimi China, the 60- 
year old Tung is a shipping 
tyi'vion and represents the 
coloni.il elite in the region 
Verma, Jagdish Saran 

Sworn in as the 27th Cliiel 
Justice of India, Justice Verma 
obtained his law degree trom 
Allahabad University He shot 
inlo prominence after he was 
appointed chairman ol the 
lomniission of enquiry to 
probe the assassination ot 
Rajiv tuindhi in 1991 
Verma, Nirmal 

Winner of the Moortidevi 
Awaid, Nirmal Verma was 
horn in Shimla in 1929, His 
eolleetion of short stories, 
kiiiK'i/ \ur kithi I'lhii won him 
the bahilya .Akademi .Award, 
Miii/ii Ihtrpi’ii, a film based on 
Ills story, was adjudged liu- 
Best Film ot 1973 
Vijayasaradhi, 
Sribhashyam 

Wimii’r of the Vachaspali 
Puiiiskar, Vijayasaradhi was 
uorn on Manli It' 19,'n, m 
Chegurthi village in 
Kaniniiagai disliiaoi .AiivlhiM 
Pradesh. His Ivriial poetrv has 
attracted vvidepnhlii. appiecia- 
turn Hi- olhi-i oiilsiaiulmg 
woiks ,iri 'M.mdakini and 
'R.isaki-li'. 

Vijendra 

Winiiei ot the Bihari 
Puiiiskar, Mr Vijendra was 
hi'in on lamiarv lb, 19,35 His 
I'oems are coneerned with the 
last decline in moral values 
and problems like social in¬ 
equality and easteism 
Walker, John 

A seieiMist at the .Medical 
Researcli Cinincil Laborator'- 
ol Molecular Biology, I'am- 
bridge, he shares the Nobel 
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l’ri7i- Jor t hcini'klrv lliis vc.ir, Juin (Hindustani). 

foi In'- uork nil ilu- (’iu'in\ Mahesh Bhupati 

mnlfi ulc. All’ Mil' Indian li'iinis playi'r 


l’ri 7 i- lor t'hcini'klrv llii.s vc.ir, 
foi In-- uork nil ilu' cnci;;\ 
nu'lci ulc, .Ml’ 

Williams, Jody 

( anipaiyn lo-nrdinainrof 
the Intcriialinn.tl I amp.ucn to 
U.in I aiuliniiic;- lit kl ), she is 
the iMiinci n! Ill'' \nl'cl I’cai'c 
I’n/c this \cai 1 ici citnrts led 
to .1 laiidiiiark uuitcronfc in 
tislo to initial', .iiiti-pcisonncl 



Ali Akbar Khan 

SiU'od niacslio, who has 
heen honoured u itii,\inent'ii's 
presltfiious National llerilaj;c 
Au'.ird 

Amartya Sen 

l.eon.iinist .ind prolcssor 
at Haivard I'nuersilv, he has 
hec'i .ippoinled a*- Masici .it 
Iriniti t. ollc';c, (.iinhiid”c, 
the fu st Indi.m to In-appointed 
head ol .1 iollcj;c at i Kloid in 
t. 'ainhrid!;e L ni\ ersi tics. 

Amjad Ali Khan 

The sai'od iiiiU'siin, who 
w.is in\ ited to pcrft'i m at the 
Worhl l.tv'noinii ‘suinniil held 
at Devos 

Brook Mahealani Lee 

I he Zo-ve.ii hcanlv Irom 
l'S'\ lias iiouiud ,Mi'-s Ijui- 
verse 

Diana Hayden 

I he Indi.in I'e.uitv Irom 
,\iidhra I'l.idesli, u li.- heeanie 
Miss VVoilil ht')7 
Gaurav Ghei 

1 list Inili.in in recent his- 
lorv in viii.ilih lor the hrilisli 
Open (.oil 

Kamiahasan 

The veisatiie actor u hi> 
earned anol.ules a.ul \v,i' 
named hcslArioi, I'l'.'iihv the 
National I-'ealure I ilm nirv, loi 
I'.i.s role in tiu' laniil iilni. In- 


uiin parlnereil lapan's Kika 
llnaki to win the I reiich ('pen 
niived douhles title He he- 
; aine the first Intlian U' make 
It to the tinals ol a t Ii.ind Slam 
event. 

Masadur Rahman 
Baidya 

The lirsl orthop.iedicallv 
handicapped .Asian suninmer 
In eiMss the Tri’,lish t'hannel 

P.S. Rao 

Scienlisl at the N'.itional 
lii'.lilute ol OceaiKieraphv in 
Iioa, hehecaine iht' first Indian 
In reaili the deep se.i floor in 
the mid-.Atlantic 
Ravi Shankar 

Sitar maestri', who vvas 
iimonj; ti\e persons seleeteil 
toi the I’.ieincmm Impenale 
Award pivi-n loi litetime 
achievement in the aits. 

Sqn Leader Sanjay 
Thappar 

Ihe l.-M ollicer, who cre¬ 
ated .1 world reiord t’v .sk\ 
diviii}; with a national ll.ii; 
measurimi 2,22(i so.uare leel. 




Ali, Aruna Asaf 

'-'he was 1 on I erred tiie 
.S'/..!;..'/ Kiilihi lo. inno, she 
iiad hoisted the triolonr at a 
piihlii tiinctinii in i’loiiihai 
alti’r a polue ii.i.i.down 
dm in;’ the 1,'uil India 
nioveinent in l'M2 and. went 
under);round alter lha; She 
went to heci'ine a nalinnallv 
lespei't’-d litpire, i.,eltina 
elei ted as Delhi's liist mayor 
m D>s7 


Bhattacharya, Basu 

Veleian Hindi him direc¬ 
tor and pioneer ot cinema ol 
si);niticance lie dii'd on June 
20, l'W7 at the age ol uT 
Deng Xiao Peng 

I’resident Deng ol China, 
vvhodied on Tehrua.-y |4, hW 7 
will he icinemhered as the 
leader who introduced eco- 
noinii letorms to make C hina 
as a toimidahle economic 
power. He started reconstruc¬ 
tion I't the country m h>7ti from 
the ruins left hehind hy Mao. 
He played the halance ol 
power game to gain maximum 
advantage Irom the US-Soviet 
cold war China emergetl .i 
superpower tinder his lule 

Gokhale, Kamalbai 

The first actress ot llie 
Indi.m scieen who died on 
May hS, 1W7 at the age ol ^’7 

Indeevar 

Topulai tilni Ivinisf 
Icivli'evai died on Tel-ru.ir,’ 2^ 
Ihea'geol 7' In .i ..aieer 
ol I'vei loin dec-ide-i, he wrote 
in el l.t'i'l' songs in ,’()() lilms 
Jayakar, Pupul 

I’upid lavakai, who 
p.issevl aw.iv on Maiiii 2't 
I‘TI7, w ,is know n .is the grand 
old lad\ .'I India’i i iilture she 
vv.is mstrument.il in org.imsing 
several lestiv.il' .d India 
ahioad 

Khan, Ustad Nusrat 
Fateh Ali 

\ musM genius Irom 
i'.i-ast.ir, he d’ed iin August 
It), ld‘/7at Ihe.ngeol 4‘i, Much 
lovi-d .11 Indi.t as well, he had 
provided the soundlr.uk lor 
Ik’ii.lil ijiii’i I. and the latest hit, 
,''iiir I’liiii till Ciniii. 

Kumar, Gulshan 

llie -on of a fruit-seller 
who rose to head a Rs TOO erore 
hn.siness, he vvis killed in 
Mumbai on August 12, 1007. 
The l-ix'ries empire cre.iloil by 
him, today' consists ol lilms, 
music, electronics, soaj), 
mineral water and a number 


ol other industries. 

Mitra, Sombhu 

The grand old man ol 
Bengali theatre, he passed , 
away on May 10, 1007. He be¬ 
came a towering ligure of the 
Bengali stage in 1043 when he j 
produced \iikinnii, a pl.iy on 
the Bengal larnine 
Mother Teresa 

.-Among the most well 
known and highh respected 
women ot the world. Mother 
Teresa died on September 5, 
1007 at Caleulla. She tininded 
the relig'ousordei of Ihe nuns, 
the Mission.ines ol C.harily, in 
i04.S anil dedicated her life to 
hel]' Ihe poor, the sick and the 
destitute. Hei sellless work 
hruiight hei imiihaeclaimand 
manv awards, im hiding Ihe 
Nnl el Teaie I’ri/e in I070, 
Panigrahi, Sanjukta 

t'ne ol till' most le- 
ii.nvned elassu.il il.mceis, she 
died on luni-21, lon'’.il tin-age 
ol ’’2 She w.is the In'-I Oi iva 
;;nl to make ■ l.t'-'-ii.’l .l.mcmg 
iiei i.irei'i 
Patnaik, Biju 

-An aihoil pilot, treedom 
lighter, indiislnalisl ,ind ' ]n' 
lilieal K'.ulei I'aln.iik wh.' j 
died on Ay’iil 17. lour, doim- i 
n.'ted the i oiintr', 's pelitu .il 
llie lo! liV', . I.'iadi"' lie. online, 
Oi'is'.a ■- Chil l Mii.isti'i, 
r.itn.uk h.id a pei'.ch.ml loi 
..realm'.', miilioversies. 

Spencer, Diana 

Ihi* J’rincess o' AVales 
died 111 a car crash on .-August 
31, 1047 She had been 
catapnlled into the puhln eye 
on l ehiiiarv 24, lOSl when as 
.1 lO-ve.ir old ii-iniiv and 
sometime cook, her engage¬ 
ment was amuuinced to I’lince 
Charles, heir to the British 
Ihrone. She vvas <iKo inv olved , 
in .1 number of luimaiutarian 
I auses, whieh endeared her to 
the people. Her death was 
mourned by millions around 
the glohe. 
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Athens: I'hc Gri'ck cily, 
which was awarded the 2004 
Olympic games. 

Cannes: The I'renchcilv 
hosted the 'iO"' International 
Tilm h'estival winch opened oii 
May II. 1997. 

Colombo: I he capital ol 
Sri Lanka, wiiere a |mvvertul 
homh exploded on t Vtobei 13, 
1997, killing IS [leople. 

Congo: I he new name 
ior Zaire I he name has been 
changed hv llu- new govern- 
meni which look (wer trom 
I’resideni Mi'lmtu. Its capital 
is Kinshas.i 

Cyberjaya: Malaysia's 
city ot the Inline near Kuala 
l.iimpm. where every home 
will have Inlernet access and 
everything will he paid tc'r 
through smart cards. It is be¬ 
ing developed in collaboraiion 
with Japan’s .Nippon lele- 
graph and lelecom. 

Dahanu: A talnka in 
Mahaiashtia, where ihe pro¬ 
posed const’lu lion ol a port 
threaiens to destroy the envi¬ 
ronment and displace the 
trihals In ing theiv 

Davos: Ihis resort m 
Switzerland was 'he venue ot 
the meeting of the World r.co- 
nomic 1-ornm. 

East Timor: An island 
stretch in Indonesia, which is 
struggling for independence. It 
was in the news when two ac¬ 
tivists Viiere awarded the Nobel 
Prize in 199b. 


Freetown: I'he capital of 
Sierra Leone. It was the scene 
of a military coup on May 23, 
19‘)7 in which President 
•Ahmad Tejan Kabbah was 
ousted. 

Harare: Capital of Zim¬ 
babwe, lormeiK Rhodesia, it 
IS planned according to Hindu 
codeol tmvn planning It was 
the venui’ of the (i- n summit 
Harare's earlier name was 
Salisbury 

Helsinki: 'Ihe lapital of 
1 inland, where Pill Clinton 
and lloris Yeltsin met toi a Ivvo- 
dai summit to disLiiss Luro- 
pean sciunty and ecunomu 
coojieration 

Jabalpur: The scene ot 
a devastating cailhi]uake that 
hit Madhva Pradesh on Ma\ 
2 ' 1 , 1907 

Jowai: 1 ocaU’d m 
Meghalaya, the toni’csl lavc 
was loiind theie Ihe cave is 
IS7 km long, s'lrpassir.g the 
pievioiis longest c.w e ol In kin 
m \’ietnain 

Kalahandi: Thesieneof 
,i severe drought m Orissa 

Kargil: lias town m the 
l&K sei tor was shelled heav ily 
bv Pakistani troops. Manv 
buildings were destroyed and 
.several people killed 

Lima: The capital of 
Peru, where commandos 
cpndui ted a daring raid to res 
cue hostages in the resideiue 
ot the Japanese ambassador. 
All Ihe laplors were killed. 


Mahendragarh: The 

district ol Haivana, where 
'lashed took place between 
agitating farmers and the |>olice 
Mazar*e-Sharif: A town 
situated in Afghanistan, a 
stioiighold of Abdul Rashid 
1 H'sliiin wluch was the scene ot 
.1 bloody w.ir in Mnv I9')7after 
Ihe 'laliban had lapliiiVLl il 
Mina: Hundreds ol Ha| 
pilgrims were killed when a 
lire broke out in a camp in 
Mina, near Mena in Saudi 
Arabiii 

Seychelles: Ihe pic- 
turesi|ue island, w bu h was the 
veoiie lot Ihe Miss World 
I Oldest this veai 

Spain: Ihe lounln 
l iunchi'd ilsliisi I'vei satellite 
ai'J Used it loi tlie iirsi burial 
;n spuce ITu aslus oi 24 
jieople were shot into orbit 
w ith the ; rail 

Sriharikota: Hie jmlar 
satellite i.iuiuii vehiile wa-- 
la'iiiiTied If'iii ‘'iiliarikota m 
.‘\ikIIu',i i'nuU’sli on SepU inhei 
20 pi'tr 

Vishakhapatnam; .\ 

luigc tire i-Toke devastated llie 
sloMge tanks ,il llic X'isliakl’ re- 
hiieiv oi I irt 1 onS.’plemher 14, 
i 007 1 hindralsol poiple h.id to 
ilee tins city, ui .Andhra Pradtsh 
Xinjiang: the pi ov I lice 
in China where an iiv.urgenrv 
movement ot Miis|im> has 
turned violenl. ( hina 
responded by executions and 
jailings. 
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I III' Ji'lloii'iliy iiifiiriii,ilinii Init hii'ii inlli'ili'il Iwiii iliUt’li'iil fiiij'i'i^ nj 

I iinii'i'litit'i' I \,iiii!niitiiiih lii'lil III It'll' Will' I'lti' li'tiliifi' ha'- h'i'ii iiV';\';iCi/ 
In liwi'lllt' Ki'li :jllt'k ll'fi'l'l'llll' Hill! K/'i/ildi'll III II ^lll'^lt' '(illlli I', III .1 tlil'l 

frii’ilillii liiiiinil C'lri' liiiH iifi'ii hiki II In iinliiih' thill iiihinn.iln'ii .rhitit 
•;t'm'iMhi iinl ii.iiiihihli' ill H ijiiiik ^^liiiin' in hntik'’ 

HISTORY 

Charv.ik.'i; is kium-ii .is thi' jjaMlfsl ol tlii’ ni.iti'ri.iliMK' pliiliisDplii'r.s iit 
■incu'iU liuliii Tlw (. ii.ii V .i.kas ,ulv uo.iU'd a hie nt siMisiL'le I'ninyment .iivi 
lit'rlarcd, 'While you live, live well, ev ei'i it y.ui have ti' Niiiow: Itii iiiui- 
cremated then- is no return'. 

Coinage in ancient India : nisliLi and salanian.i in thi‘ Vedic texts aie 
taken to be names ul amis, but Ihev sa'in to be onh’ presli>;e iib)ects (. oins 
made nt niel.il tirst ajipeared in the age ol li.mtama Huddha The earliest 
are made largely ol sil\ ei though a tew copper coins also appear are called 
arked because pii'ces ol these melals we.'e punched with certain marks 
.such as tree, ti.sh, bull, elephant, hill etc 

We get the largt sl luiinber of coins in post-Maurvan times These were 
made of le.id, potin copper, bronce, sib.er and gold 
Darius w.is il.e hanian iiiler who penetrateil into north-nest India and 
annexed I'liiii.ib in ‘ilii H C 

Oaslak was the permit winch protected liie bast Indi.i i. oiiipanv (alter 
17s7) ti nil iiispis'tion and paviiienl otiustoiiis 

Dhania (of Ashoka) was a supeih document ol es.senii.il humaniie.ss I his 
Maiiryan coiuept w.is a plea lor the lecognilion ot the dignili ol man, and 
for a hiiiiianistii. spirit in the acin ities of society 
Drain Theory; I Ins term w .is piopouiuiedi (advix ated) b\’ IJadahhai N'.ioioii 
exposing the exploitive nature of the [)iitish rule in India lesultiiig iii the 
poverl'- ot the Indians h staled that the icsources of ih.e aiunlii were 
being utilised III ihe Iiileiest ol liiilain 

Dutch centres ul tr.ide in the I7tli renturv: Ihe iieisi mip-.irtaiii ol I Hit' li 
l.u tones in liidi.' were <il Masulipat.m i li>tls), ."iilnal (lolhi, Smat (liiKi), 
Hiinlipalam (lulO Kaiikal (l('('’i, c luiisui.i !l<i''ti, (.<i.isimb.i/ai 
Baranagore, I’alna, IJal.isoie, N.igapatam llo’iS;, .iiid ( ochi i illih'll 
First railway line in lndi.T The tiist 21 miles oi railn.n line was laid in 
the veai I S'l'i 

First Wesleners to establish trade with India: I'oitugiiese 
First to start sea trade with India: I'orliigal 

Freedom Movement—Fvenis in seijiieme: Moilei -Miiito Uetorms (IhlW), 
khil.ifal Moyemeiit (htl'h, Non-cooperalioii MoxeiiU'iit i I‘t2l)), lioxcoll of 
Siiiioii t oiniiiissinn I I'HT) 1 ahorel, 'ingress 1 1')2');; I f.indi Man'll and ( ivil 
Disobedience .Moyeiiii iil (lOKM,(Jin' liKlia 'Movement (I‘M2). iNaval Miitmv 
(l‘Mii), Indian hidi”peiiden'.e ,\cl tl‘'l7i 

Orilly'ii-sutras and Dharm,i-sutr.i,s’ VMiile grihva suir.is have d imeslic 
mipo't.ini.e. the dli.’iiiia-.siiti.is i:o\ei tiu widei lel.Kionsol man and his 
tellows, iiiul man and the state The\ (le.il of the i ules ot ca.ste, .ind ot man 
in his simal, economic and lehgious relationships I’rimanli, diey are 
lules ot pr.ictical hie, iiii hiding the civi' .iiid religious laws that leguiate 
Hindu society 

Gulbadan Begani;Slu was Babur's .t.iughtei, Slu wrote I liimay iiii naina, 
a liistoiical aaoiini doling Ihe .Mughal period in which she reiers 
iniidenlalv to the low prices precaihiig in Hindu t.in: toi example, at 
Aitiarkoi, the birlh-plaie of Akliar. Ihe puce of lour goats was one rupee, 
(jiipta Age: The iliipla Age in Indian history (reckoned from 320 A D) 


was the classical period ot Saaskrit literature .md the peisonahties who 
livixl dm ing this periiKiivercKalidasa, Rliartriliaii, Dandin and Bhavabhuti 
Ifarappan Culture, llarappan people worshipped Motliei ('.nddess "Ihe 
sl.indan! Ilarappa seal was a squaie, usuallv in.ule ul steatite, 

I loise was probably uukiioivn to the people ot 1 laiap|Mn culture (Hut it 
was widely used by Ihe Veche ’people) 

Harshavardhana ((ilMi-O'l.S A.D ) of Ihe Vardhaua dynasty iv.is the lirst ol 
the giiMt rulers folluivmg the Huii iinasioiis. He was a great wairiui 
During his leign, the high officers of Ihe Stale were not paid in cash but 
they yvere assigned lagirs' in retuiilol llieirsi’iy ices I le mny ed his capital 
horn Thaiiiysar In Kanau| 

riiet.imous Chinese pilgrim 1 linen Tsaiig vii-iled Indi.i (630-4 (j during his. 
leign 

Hanabhatta was the court poet ut I larsha and yv.is the source ol inlorin.itioii 
about him He wrote ll.inihiiihiirihi and Kihlii'iihii 

H.arsliii himself was a pnel an.l diam.ilist Hie 'box' Sanskiil diaui.is 
attributed to him aie Kutiiiuvi:. /’I'lW./iirsiCi, ami Awy.iii.im/.i 
He yyas defeated bv Pulakesm-II ot Hie Chalukv.T dynasty 
India Stale Peoples Conference, yy.is i'umed m I‘t2r 
Indian Association: ivas rounded m lb7.S be Siuuulia Natli B.ineiiea, 
imned bv liis triends Anand Mohan Bose (a barrister), Sibunalli Sastn |.i 
Biabmu leader) and Knsima Mohan Baner|i 

Indian Councils Act, IHbl: By this ,\ct, the '[lorltnlin' system '.y.is 
iiiliodiiced yelien't”, members weieplacixi iiu li.iigeol specilu dep.iitinenis 
msle.ul ol silling as a boarcdait consuilaiil^ to discus^ each igieslu'ii on O'- 
merits 

Indian Mutiny (Revolution) 1K,s7: or the tost Wai ol Indian Independence 
started Iroiii Mih'iuI on M.iv 1(>, ISS7 Us main cause was supply ol gie w d 
c.iitndges to Indian soliF.ers yvhicli cunlained lat ol aiyw ,uid pigs Ihe 
“iiklis siippoi ted the B'l'.ish in this rey oil 

Individual Civil Disobedience nr Individual Salvagralia: I'he ( one.ies'. | 
Working C ommillee dec led to start nidn uliial i ivil ilisobedieme in (.X1 
II, I'Mt) Vinolia Bhave w.isthehr-tSalvagialu wiunyasaiiesU'doiu)ct''b''! 

.’1, InlInv.ed snon bv many more, imliiding Nlehni and Palel 

)ital: was i I'oppei com ol the ‘'iillanale period of India 

Kalachuri era- coiinled linin .A D 2'lti, il yvas mostly cuneiit m ('cnlial 

India riiein apil.il was Iripuii near labalpiir. K.ilduiris were the leiidauies 

al till I’raiiharas but snon acc|Uired iiidependeme 

Kanishka: was the thud and the greatest king ol Kuslian dvn.is.y (120 

A.D to (n2 ,\.D I I le vs,is a gieataiiic|uerci!, became a pation ol I’uddliism 

and w IS the imly i uler ot India vv ho had his lei ritoi v even in Centml Asia, 

bey Olid the Pamirs Fie iv.is a great patron of ail and learning. Cluraka 

,'.nd \'.iga')ima weie aclive during his reign. Saka f.ra sl.irted during his 

reign 

Ine headless statue of Kanishka, an impoitant relu ol his period, was 
lound 111 Maihuia 

Kharoslithi: I'oimerly called liido-Bactrinii, was one ol the many alien 
scripts used in India in early centuries II ivas written trorn right to lelt. It 
yvas deriveil from a form of writing brought by merchants from the 
Mecbl' rranean. It was manilestlv Semitic in origin 
Kliilafal Movement: was a mass movement ot the Muslims launched in 
lV20by the two brolheis—Miih-immad Ah and Sh.iukat All—against Britain 
foi dismeiiiberment of Turkish empire after world war I, offending the 
religious and historical sentiiiient.s of the Muslims. 
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The first Khilafat confea’iKV was held at I'VIhi »>ii Nov 23,19 t'J. At Calcutta, 
on Febriiarv 21), 1921), the conference under Abul Kalam ,A/.ad's 
chairmanship fixed a Khilatat Day and adopted a resolution in lavotir of 
tire non-cooperation movement 

The Congress, in its special se.'-sion held at Calrnlta on September ti, 1920, 

(jave its approval lo the non-cooperation movement 

Kural: the first tiiily sreat piK’tical composition in lainil is a worls b\ 

1 irii\ alhivar (4l)l) .A D ) known as the Kural, the most venerated book from 
south of the Ciodavaii 

Lothal: in Ciijarat vvheie e\ca\ ations have brou)>hl lo lipht the period of 
Indus Valley limes—town plannin(', use ol burnt bricks, interlinked 
drainage system 

(This site of the Indus kallev Ci\ ili/ation situated on thesea-plaiii ot (oriner 
9aiirashlra, 720 km south-east ot Mohen|od.iio. is located in India) 

The excavation inadi' here represent tile I lar.ippan ciilliiie 
The discoveiN ol a dockvard here measiirioe 710 feel by 129 t^,•el ffouivl 
bhicked) proves Indian maritime tiade with Mesopotaini.i and other 
countries It is the lust example ol m,irilimeacti\'it\ duiinp the I l.iiappaii 
period 

Ma);anlal Gandhi: <.)ii Ins supi’eslion Mahaliii,i Ci.indhi adopted the 
word ''S.ilvat’iaha" loi Ins strunyje m South Aliica 
Mesolithic Age- belongs to the peiiod roughh iioin >', 0 ( 1(1 (t.C to -1 000 
IK. It IS called tin 9(one Age I he people ol Mesolithii age used small 
stones ..s tools. 

Mihndapanho' I he Oueslions o, Milmda’, is a I’.ili inasieipiece, dated 
between 190 11 ( and UK' A D , b\ an unknown aiithoi, in the torm ol a 
dialogue between the llacterian king Menander .md the liiiddliisl sage 
N.igasena It >.ets loilh the arguments by which the s.ige wins oxer the 
Cii'eek monaich to the Uuddliist tailh 

Mimainsaiisoneol the six orthodox s\stems of I lindu philosophy loiinded 
b\ laiininili 200lie ) Miinainsa holds thatknowledgealonecannotgive 
sahatioii VVitboiit right action ordliarma knon ledge is fruitless and tiiie 
hnppines- iin.iltainable 

Milakshara: It is a book on Hindu law ol inheiitance written b\ 
Viin.inesi,ira wbouioleal theCourl oi Chaliikxa king Vikramaditv.i V! 
(i('79ii::’) 

National Movement in India' I he international e'. enls whuli infhieiued 
n.il'onal inoveineol m liidi.i heloie the adx'eni o! .M.ihatiiia Li.indbi weie 
(I; Itaii.in .AbV'Siiiian Wai. I9'ig, (2i lioxer Moxemeiil in China, (3) 
Rex oliiliona'" Mo' emeiil in lielaiul; and (4) \'ii lorx ol lapan in the Russo 
tajianese W.ir 

Niiii-cooperatioii Movement: xx.is Icuiuiied bv M.ili.ilin.i Gandhi in U'.’O 
against llie Uiilish loi atl.uninenl oiswaiai Ihemoxementieieixedsuj'poii 
tioiii la!);e iiuiiibe, ot Muslims ,ilso 

Alrea.1,', tbe'e wasxvidi ■-('read nniest.iniong iildusin.ii xxoikeis -fiombax 
Mill stiike .iltei ted inoie than one lakh txxi’iitv lixe thousand xxoikci's at 
the bei’iiiiiiiig ot I'tl'i and iheie X’.eie about .’Oil strikes dm mg the fust so 
inontiv; ol 1920 

Mahatma i landhi surrendeied the title ot "Rl l lonourahle" given to !um 
bv the lintish (.'lOX'ernmeiit 

The MoxemenI led lo the I oiigr's,s l-eiominj; a mass moxeinent tor the 
first lime and reimixed teai ot tlie jtiilish 'might' Iron' the miniU ol the 
peojile 

.Non looperahon Moxi'mentxv.is.hoi''evi r, withdiaxx’n beiau.seol violence 
at Chaiin-Chaura. 

ralaeolilhic Age: is called the old stone age- the penod be'ween 2,l)()ll 
I! C and ll),OI)l) IIC. It is .ilso called the Ice .Age 
I'andyas: xvas a kingdom in the south India m lhe9th century Their capital 
was Madurai During tlie Sangam period, Ihe Tamil piK'ts and scholars 
were palioiiised by the Pandyas 

Poona Pact: was signed in 1932 tieiwivn x arioiis (p-oups and parties among 
the Hindus led by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr B R Amhedkar on tiehalf of 
the f larijans repudiating the Communal Award gix eii by the Briti.sh Prime 


Minister Ramsay MacDonald which conceded sejiarale ekvtorales on 
commiin.il basis. Mahatma Gandhi had staked his lite to gel tlie .\w.ud 
annulled bx uiufertakiiig a fast unto death 

Priyadarsi: is the name bv xx'hicb .Asliok.i is genei.illx- relerred to in bis 
inscripions 

Radcliffc, Sii Cyril: Me was ri*sfinnsilile fnr demaicalmg the Kumdarx 
betwei'n India and Pakistan m 1947 

llaslUrakutas: I 'unng Itu' early medieval period, Ihey xvere a party to tlie 
' tripartite struggle lor power xvith I’ratiharas and Palas. In 793 A D , Ibex 
brought to an end the lust Chaulakya dynastx 

Red Shirts Khiidai Khidmatgars ot the Nortli West I'rontier I’rox iiiie in 
pre-partition dax's ixeii' popni.irlv knoxvn as Red Shirts Ilu’ii le.ider was 
Khan Ahdiil Ghaftar khan 

Roik Kdicl XMP is .Aslioka's longi-st Ruck Lilict in which he expiessed 
' regret over the bloodshed m his i oBt)uest ot Kaling.i I le tells us hovx he 
xv.is liauiUed hv remorse for the calamities caused bv his amhitioii, and 
' '.vas diixen to take leliige in llv Laxv of Pietv oi Diitx 
RyotWiiri System: was a metliod ol direi I settlement xvith the ciillix.ilor 
which IS iissc'ci.ited xvith the name ot Sii thomas Muiiio 
Tlie rvoUxari system had the adv.int.ige nl remox ing Ihe /amindar 
middleman hetvx'd'n the gox'ermiienl aiuf Ihe ciiltixatoi, xvlio too otti’ii 
acted as a scns'ii behind xvhicli oppressinn could gi> on uucletecli c! 

Il wa.s introduced by the lintish in the Madras and lioinbax Presidencies 
Sanikhya’ is the earliest ol the oilhodox schools ot llmdii philosophy, 
touiided hv Ihe sage Kapila It wa-- said lo have mtlueiiced C.aut.im.i 
lliuldha lloth Samkliya and Buddhism an' based on the notion of siilferiiig, 
the leiecMoii ot Vedic sacrifice, the lemmcialioii ot ascetic exii.ix.igance, 
mditfeience lo theism, and lieliel in Ihe coiixl mt 'becoiiiing ol the xxoild 
< Siirdcslimukhi: xxas an additional lew of h'"., which Siiix a|i demanded 
on the h'sis of lus claim as the hereditary Sardeslimiikh icliiel headman) 
of Maharaslitra 

Salavahanas: xveie the eailiesl ol tlu' lusioiicai dvoastu's ol .Andhra 
The loundei ol the Salaxaliaii.i dviiastx xxas Rnmika vxlio luled loi 23 
veais irom .ihout 2.39 (J c to 212 R C 

Ibex issued the coins ol lead and potiii (potin is an old .(impound ot 
copper, 7111'', lead, and tin i 

rile reign ol Sal.ixahanas Listed .ii'puixnn.ile'V toi loil veais 
Smrili-is the Iradilional kiiinxlc.igeaiid designat. ' almost the entile hod v 
ol pcisi Vedic ilassic.ii \n-.kiil lileiature II is('tien relevo'd lo.issadra, ,i 
term applied lo .niv leligiivos oi philosopliii.il trcali.se M.iiu, Sinidi is (lie 
oldest Simiii 

.Subsidiary Alliance: Inoidci l.i s.itcgu.n.l and Uu uT tin iiiieicc|so| tlu 
lintish I mpire, l.oid Welleslv can'einor x.cnci.il ot Indi i ■;I7''s I,SO',, 
followed tbepc'licx ol sul suli.irx alliaiues witli legaid lo ihc IndiCni pi'weis 
which iniplic'd dial the lnd;.:]i poxvers "xxcie to make no ixaisaiid to can v 
onni'iiegotialioiiswilli.iiix otliei Slate'W'.ihoul diekiuaxledge andconse.i; 
ot the Uiidsli (loxeriimeiil file gi eater principal dies ix-'u'i .u li tom.iintam 
a natix(■ toiia'ciiininaiidecl In liiitishoftice's Ihc i•■sM-l pnncipalilics wen 
lo pax ,1 liibiitc lo thepar.nnonnl po'.vei In icluin (he hi ili.sii X atveimncnl 
IX,IS lo piotccl them, one an 1 all, against lvi,oign oiienncs oi c'xerv ■•oil 
1 .tier, Ihe teebie princes were boxxed oil !lu m.insa i into well pein loned 
ii'tireinenls 

ri.c first Indian ruler (if ,i State xvlu' loine.l the Subsidiarx Alliance xvas the 
Nizam of Hyderal'.id 

Swadeshi Movement: .At Ihe Itenan s session nf the Congress in I‘)d9. 
there vv.i.s ,i ks'liiig ol rex oil lO the xounger blood imdei the iiispmiig 
leadership ot Hal (.angadhar Til.ik. I ,ala l,a|pal Kai and Bipin Cliandei Pal 
Alter the yeai 19(1.9, hovx ex ei, Indian nationalism eiiteied a nexx phase aiic( 
iiiililant nationalism attrai led the x'oiith throughout the countrx f hi.' was 
known as Swade.shi Moveinenl 

Upanishads; ,ire works eiiihiviving tlie mvstical dixirmes oi aiic lent Hindu 
phitosopl'X' The maior Llpani.shads deal with some oi die great piohleni' 
like (he naiureotCiod and (he.soul, ot iii.in and the ivoild, and the i elation 
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Ln'twirii tluTii. Ilif n.itiiii' <iiui piii'i'O'-i' ol I’M.sli'iui'; llu- ultiiiiali’ n’.ility 
and till .ni.iiniiiriit ot •-.il' .itioii I'l iii.iii Flic (iiiuitiiiiniliil doclniii' iil tlio 
lip.mi .ii.u!'-1*- till' idi'iiliti "I till iiidividii.il -u'li v\ illi till' I iu\i’ii.il '-iiiil 
V.iiti'i.i: 'Vi 1 I'll 111 1).', to iiiu ill Mil •■Oi.'ictv iliii-'i. n lin.iii’ di.'s> I'lidi d I ion 
Dill-iisii! 10 it'liri'i I liiK'■ "11 nliito fi \tiir.'-.i, "I 'ivilti'-tic lciinil\ 

V. iiapi loi Biid.imit' ii"'a lo tlio llii<i( iii di'lii'l ol K.iin.il.ik.i, nlicii.' 
rid,il'i,' in I. loiiiidiT III i:ii (.lulid.\ i d'lii.i'.U Ml tlu' inid.lli' ol liu' '.i\tit 
ii'iitoiy I'si.il'li'I'iil li.,'i'-i'lt ■!> loid ol ''.al.ipi oi li.id.inii '",ipil,d ol 
I 'luliiK') .1 -i 

Iti'iM'll Kiioivn'oi v'i'.iiiiki.in Si ii'pliin lOLiiui in liio I'.ivi loinplos hori' 
Vcdii-I Ik-.I'.'.i'"! I'.iilv Vodii pi'iioil is l^illi iilddlil. '\i;iii.iilluri- 

iv,|s till III. nil o.i ii| ili'iii ot Al'i.i'is III tlk' Vi'dk '.'i nod 

Wahiil'i Movciiii'r.t u.is st.ii'id in IndM !■' ShMmI Aimind ol liiiiiMlli 

n'lio'.v.ii I'ldoi. Ill I'll i \ Wiili.il'i idi ,i' 1 111111 'Viiil'i.i Tnislii'iiiiiio llir oiiiiliiill 

W. ili.ioi 'iii'M'ini'iit ol till I'liili niiii'ii'i'iilliu'iilui', iMlil it- !K',nii|ii,n li'is 
ill I'.I ; I III II ■■ Ollld Hill, ilnl' l". I’l .IlllR’M' l!u' ' till IIS "I ,1 IliltlOi. ll IIIOl I'lni'llt 

I’l'i il'.isi- i.li ii 'All;. I'll.li'Jill . iiiiiimili.li, Ii" ll ll.ld 111! Il,lll0ii.il|s| iili'ili 

illnl (ll l! lii'l'.li'd llli'iiil’i'l.sllip lo lili' l.oil-.Mlisliills 

YiHitij> Indiii: n.is.i iii.i;;ii/iiii' sliiilcd I", i.,iiidlit|i 
/al'li Syslcin: Wiis Miioitiii I'd I’V 'ikl'iii loi Iniid ii'M'iui .iil iiiiiisli.Uiiiii 
111 All'll .s\ sli'Ml. I,Hill I'.ils llH'ilsllll'il illld ilssii^jIllCMl (ll loud Il'V I'lllll'M ils 
Imsi ll upon ll 

/iiWiitiils: iM'i' 101 It I'l 111'll witli Sliili' iiius Flit' Ill'll". Siiit.iii.ili' IriiiiH'd 
till'll ou'ii i.'j.'iil.i’,ioiis iiilli',! /ii'i.ibils isi'iiiliii dci ii'i'si lo; i"isiiiiiu' lli.il 
lliiiio.s lorl'iddi'ii h\ till sli.iiiMvi'ii- iis till iis possil'lo, iioi ilotind opi'iih 

GENLKAL INFORMATION 

APSAUA; 0 tlio tirsi nii, ii'.ir iCiUtoi ol liidiii 

Armislicc is aii .i);ri i'iiiliiI lo sii.spriid liostilitn's m oidor to iii'i;otiiiti' tor 

pi'.KI' 

.A.sian r.iiiiu'.s in 21 ) 02 ' ivdi hr liold ni 'soiilli kou'.i iiii riis.ni ,i|\ i 
Alloriu'y-tji'iu'i'il ol Imii.T ■' liir in-' I ,i\'. (tlli.' i ot tlir ' n'' t'liiini'iit 
Blink Riiti'. iii'.plirs tl'' lull ol lilt' ir 1.0 01 'li'l. till' liti'M'ivr I!..".!', ot I'ldi,; 
liisioiiills llii' I'lli- ot 1 \ili.iiiri 
Bihu: |s till' pi'polii' .i.iiii" toiiii ol \'-s.iiii 

Bl.li'k Box; n .i Irundi'i' pl.in'd in dn pilot s i.ii'iii ot .ir. .Iriopl.iilr to 
ri'i'.'ir.l iiii'kp.l oii'ii'is.itioi, 

C'ACI’. ( oniiiil.ssioil till ,\';| || Illi'i'.ll I " Is .111.| I’lm . Us oliin'lu rs .i.r 
ll! to 't.il'i'i'' ,i'.;i'’i'iii'iii ;! prnis .'iis.jn' iiu'.ininpiii ir.il iiuoiiu' 

Il'.l'Is to till' Mill.i IS, .111 i I (i lo piOll'..t till' l.ill'll'st ol 111 " i-OllSllll.lT- I'l 

pri"'io!iii; I'ssi iitiiii .ii'.i ll iiil'ii i! . "iiii.ioo'‘ii' - ..t U'l'.soii.il'L' i.ilr. tlin"!. b 

p'O'ilu distill',Oil'll s\ strii, 

rii.ikm.is life It nij’.ti s lri"i; l■.ll';;l.lll^''l■ 'rlili ■! in liloi.. 

Conshtntioi. - Artn lo .int) I'l'ii on n ' 1 Vi'-idi'i'i O'.: 'i * lU' .i >im iif. o-'i 
if till'll'IS I in,1". i.il ii'':iIm!’, i|.' sil.iii 

C mfitiliitinii- li'iitio ■ I'liiitmi'il troiii l ini.i.i’iii iit.d i\ii;lils iI'oiioimi! 
iioi'i I s j, I’.iin.MiV'.'it.iii -1sii'iii"O'.01 iii'.ii'iil 'tioiii I k I iinr)',''iii 1 
pioi isioi IS drill" I. .ri ii'.iii U'.'n I' ), I tiir.’tr. i I’l ilii ij'll s ol Mi'lr 1 ’i ,!ii i tloin 
III', iii.t 

i oiisl'tulioii--Tllli ,\nu‘!itimt'iit: i .is 'ii.nir in "ir y,.! ' '‘12 to (’iisiirr 
dll,", ' I'll'l'llo.l', ;o -li! '".Os 'll 0 .in.lip.lllk.ls olid \UlilllipolllRs 

I oiistitutioii-iiltfiii'i’, Stall' I'dundiirii's, liiniiiiliiin id neiv Sl.ilcs;'I Im 
pro' i-i.ii's ii'i.iiiii;', lo loriii.ilioii o' I'l '\ 'il.iti.s and .illr' iii',; oi lioiiiid.irii's 
I'll llir ■ oiil.iiiii '1 111'Ni !i, li's’. ! ol ;lii'C "iistiindon I!, o sniiplr i ijonh 
, 111 , 11 ' till'-iKli.l.ii ■( il "isiiiti'i 1 tToi I'ss, r.iil'.iilii'nt ;ii.i\ l'■lIlll Ill'll St iti's 
01 illi'i till'i'oii'.d.ini '. I'll, "! I'Mstiiif; st.'ti's 

I’lOv idl'd thill 11" I'l!. I'lr flic piiiposc sli.ili I'l' intniduii'd in I'lllici I itiiisi' 
"f I'.iiii.ii'ii-io c '■■pi till' ri'i-oiiinii"iil nioii ol tlio I’lcsidoiit 
.■\rli. lo-i pi'll 111." rli.ii.iiii sin'l'i.iii lot iii,ikiii);|isi'lli'fti'i lu'o, ni.iy .iiiRiid 
dll' I ns! iiiiii I o'oilli s, licd.'oli sill dll ' oiisiitiitiiiii,IX il!iinit"oiiii; lliroui;li 
till' spoi'i.il loiiiii.iit', .It ,1 i.iii hir tho iiiiioti'JiiH'nt ol Ih'' L'oiistiliitioii a.s 
pr.'si,'Ill'll b\ Artiil" 'i-'' 

Cnnstiliitiiin—Artnlo Is pioliil'iislii'-, iiiinnatioiion p^riniiidsot K'lii;um 


oto winch li. ll I'lind.iinent.il Rij;lit clatisifird undor the Rij’ht to Fiquahty. 
('onsliliilion—Article 17- Uiitonch.ihility was abolishoil bv the 
l.ovi'iiiiiienl iindi'i piiii'ision of Article 17 

Constitution— Article l‘> II) (a): f'leodoni ol tho press in liidi.i is implied 
in tlieuidor lieodoin otexpiessioii I'li.iiMiiteed hy Aiticio Id (I) (a) ol tho 
i oiistitntion 

Constitution—Article 25'); proiulos that in case ot ani contlict hetween 
I iiiiin lull's and nl.ite laws, the Utnion law shall prei ail. 

I onstitution—Articie 34.1(1): decl.iies I IINDI as the otficial ianf^uai’e ot 
India 

Constitution—Article Silb: relates to declaration of the I’lesiiioiit's rule in 
a st.ite Flic I'li'suli ill's Kulo can be proclainiod if the I’i'o.adent, on ioi ei])l 
ot a leport liiiiii the (.oieiiiiir ot the State, oi othonviso, is s.ilisliod lli.it a 
sitn.itii'n has arisen m ivhicli tlieCiovenimenliil the Stale uinnot be i.iriied 
on III .iiToidii'iie ixilli the provisions ol the Conslitulion 
Coiisiiliilion-'Arlitle 370; confers spinal rinhls on |iinii'iii & K.ishnnr 
‘"lato 

Constitution—Aitides & Sclieduies: Ihe orti;iii.il C I'nslitulion ot India 
'.'oiit.';i'.i d in') \rliili's and SSihi'diilos Siih.soijiienli',', adilitioiisivoio iiiade 
and alli'i tin' io|'eal ol soior.il provisions, it still (in N‘)(l) ninl.iinod 'hr 
•\rlii li's anil It'S:hodiili's llirie .no now 12 beliednies 
Constitution—Bii.sic structure Ihe h.isu slri.i'iiro lliooiy of the" 
C onstitiitiiiii lO liiih.i liiiplii's that cortani teatnii's ol the (. oiistitntion ao' 
so osseiiti.il lo it that lliev i.innol bo ahioa.itcd 
Constiliilioii—First 'Vmenili’ientiFlii Inst ainoiidiiient to Ihe Indian 
C onslitn'ioii was made in l‘■'■'ll 

Coirstitutioii—inler-State Councils:! lie I'lesidonl is eiiipowi'icd ti 
I'sl.ihlish an inli't Stale Conni i! iiiidei .'\rtii lo 2()1 ol the ( onstilnlioil il at 
aii'i lime it appearstohini that the piihlicinli lests would hesorved iheiebv 
Such a Council loiisislniv; .it h li.iion ( ahini'i \tinislois and the C hiel 
Miiiisloi'^otall the Stales u'.isiie.iti’d in \pril I'HiO ispri n'l iiiimioiiilalioiis 
I't the S,n kill III < oniiiii.ssioii on liitoi-si.iio riialions 
Constiliition—I anguajtes in Ihe liighth Schedule Flioie .no iioix IF 
inognisoi: I,nigu.iges specified in the I i'gljtliSi liednii t Vipinallv lonrieoii 
langiiiigi's I'.ero sporihed Snidlii ii.is r.ii hided as ilir filloentli iangii.ige 
iiliilo ixii'i'ali, Maiiipiiii and konkaiii woio I’l. Iinlod lalei 
Constitution—I'lesiilontial election'File ii.niionl .ii .indi'iali' loi tliooliiu' 
■'t the |•ll,sldln! I'l Ind'.i iii.ii I'r pio|iosoit bv aiiv one iiieinhoi ol ri.e 
oli'itolal. oik ye Iliooloii'"'.iliollo(:i"-li.ill consist ol i.i. llii'i'lei led iiie'iil'ei's 
ol i.'olh 1 loii'a’-. lit I'lirh.i'iioiil.aiid In) the elected nieiiibi'is"! thol enisl.ilive 
'\s-,oiiii'lu'' ot the stall". 

'I li'i tod nieinbei' ol the ' lyisi.iliie ' iiiiiini lunioioi do not 1 . 010 innti 
till' eloi 101 ill lolloao lor eli'i liii;’, die I’li'sioei't ol hull.i) 

; Iliei U'Cioral' iilli'geot lliol'" oi.iliie V'sembli " ot lIu'St.iti s dm . lua 
hTin I art m ilit loii.in lot ho impeichmi iili 

liio C hi'-t Mi'iisii" ol .1 stall' 111 loili.i IS NiOl ehgihlo ti. loto m Ihe 
I’losiileiilial I'le' ||"0 il he is ,1 nieiiil'er ot the tipper I loo.si' ot the Iliali' 
ii'o.islaioio 

! he riesid.'iif ol Inilia i.m . oi' re elei lion to liis inisl two tinios 

Ciedil laliiig: 1* is a lormal ci alu.ilion ol an nidii ido.il's 111 umipanv’s 

. ii'dil histori and c.ipal'ihti ot repainty obligations 

Customs Duty: 1 Ins i,i\ is notshaieil bv lbeCenli.il (.oveinmenl '.vilh the 

siaies 

Dance .Styles in India: hiiportaiil classK',i| dance hirm is liliiinit Aiilinini 
1 ' Inch h.i. .lorned its loot.s Iroin Faiiiil Naihi hut has developed 111 an all- 
huli.i toiin hhiniUli is a itiince form nt Kerala and Kiilliiik is a classical 
'lance loi 111 lovitaliseii as a n-siill ol the liision ol Mughal inlluence. Manipur 
has cmitrilnm'd .1 delicate, lyrical style of dance, A'liini/i.n /, while Km liii>iiJi 
ovx'i's its origin lo Andhra Pradesh, and vk/issi from Orissa was once u.scd 
to be I'inctised as a temple dance. MolimiuHani is one of fhe ela.ssical 
daiires 01 Keral.i 

lisperanto: is an arliticial international language created to act <is world 
langiiagi'. 
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Euro; i.s till? iwiiu’ o) Now Siii^k’ C'uru'Di v In hn l.iinvhoii on 

lanii.iry 1, IM‘W 

Excise Duly; is ihr l.ir(;i'.sr soiiui' ot rovcnni' to llicl lOVcniMii'iil oi Imli.i 
EjcIs Aboul liulia; I'lii' .irw iii India i.s 2.2''.. ot llii' total world an a hut li.i.s 
Id '.. o( till, entire human lacv The ieny,(h ot India's coaslliiu i< 7|ild km 
1 111' noliln'd toivsi aiea m Indi.i is "ii2 J l.ikh hi’i lares II India's pojnilalioii 
lontmiii's to niow ai the rail' ol ?".. pii aniuim, il mil he doiiiile ol its 
pii'Sent si/e m the next's yeais India extends helwivn S 4 an.! '7 d 
1101 til lalitiii'c Ma\iimiiii onmherol workeis aie empioved m Ihe I'exlile 
lniki'lr\ in India the peroeiitaj;!' ot India's popni.iiioii dependenl upon 
aKi'ieiilluri' loi lur.il popiilalion) is 74 .is pei hr'Ji Census Aiuiiaclial 
I’l.iilesli IS the most sp.nsi'h populated stale with a ileiisilv ol It' 

Eirsl ccinpiU f.iitorv was sel up in l‘t|).| al M.uli.is ,t.hiiin.ii) 

I'irsi Chiet fltfctiim Commissiuner ol India: Sukuiiiai 's'li 
I'irsl Cilv III be placed uiidei UN: Sai.i|ei" 

Eirsl cuunIrywiJe agriiulliiral census in Imtia w.is i.iki ii in i^''ll 71 

First General Flections in India: w.i' held in I'tsi 

First heavy eleiliiial ei|uipnienl tailory: llie liisi puhli. secliii heaw 

electrical eiiuipmenl I.s toi\ was se! u]' in i%l' al liliopal 

I'iist in production ol Meclronir Fqiiipment: K.iiii.'l.ik.i .l.iii.is tirsi m 

pioduction ol cli'Ctioiii. l■llUlpIrlelll 

lirsl India-born woman selected lor space voy.ige bv NAS.V: K.ilpn.i 
( ll.l'Xl.l 

I'iiSt Indian In airdiop al North I'lile s.iu.idii.ii le.idei S,.r.|.v. I nap.ii 
Fiist Indian to be crowined 'Miss U'oild Keita I ni.i 
First Indian to siiiie a cenliirv in lest Cricket' I al.i 'i.iiaiii.ilh hec.iiiie 
the til St Indian to scoie ,i n'lilui',, ami lli.il ilsoon liisdi-hui ,ii',.iins| \ is,iinj’, 

1 'oui;l.is kiidiii'' s ! iii'.laii.i te.iiii .it lloini-.n i .\ inkh.iii i r i"x I- ’.4 
I’iist maihine-made paper was ni.ii.ul.i.niieil in IS~lt nei. t',ikult,i 
Fust Kailway hoe in India I'de liis| Indi.ni lailwai iiii.- -x.is opened in 
ri’’'. Ooni homl'iw to lli.iiie iiiiiii'i I'u t.oM'iin.' Geiieialsinp ol loot 
I 'alhoiisii 

I'iist iiibo'developt-tl b\ Intlia-ristk.M'XNl hi' .le\el.iprd'n ( eiitieloi 
.'\rhn. lai Inleilij^eoce .m.l koo ii.. s, |i.iiij;.i|."e 
Fust Speakei of the Ink Sabha- ti \ Mai.ilaiii..!' 

Fiist \ ici-I’lesideii' oi ludi.t' I'l ^ K.i 'Ii.ikiish.i.i'i M'isji._. 

Firsi woiii.'ii docio' 111 India, e a- < l.ii.i '■■w .nn ol Aiiiei . .i who ,iiii\ .'d m 
I’.'.di.i , '.. . aiivt I's s., e. ,v I'n. t ;i .Aii.i . 111 ,nil.. Ilii'lii'who 
.MMk I.S'- 

‘.•rants jii aid t'l.'X i.F-.i i.. Ilie slates I", me C eoln lei iiiipleii'entm,', 
', .mo... I ie'. ell.j line, e f.iiiiPi.'- .md ■en.il.il'l.iii.i:- 

liieen iiulia .'il47' • pio|nl oi the l ila 1 neicp. l\i-..-,ii li n tiliiie IFkl; 
nil m.'.ii iipni; i .Unial ie.o...^e- eliivi. nth. 

India World: h li'-'sl's;, .d' elei li.'iin new and : .i"'ma'isei':■ i-.in 
tile Intec "ii'l 

Inlrrnaiional ()/nno I'.iv: II c. "I '.ecved on '..'pteii.ls ; In 
Intciiiet: is nie. o '.ipnlei s'sle'.n w 111 . 1 liiiissaiic.-li'ie- . ' .'i ...nii.iiii" n 
ditteieni ■ iH.iitiii's .i| the ,voi Id !!i!.'n.;n .' salil'.iic' 

KSBN inleill lli.ina' •'tail'l.llil liook Xi.ml'erini; e .m line. I... lien.11 s', sli'iii 
h wiii.li .1 distim I iili'iitiii 'i;; nimu.i' e- .iss.nm.o |, im.ik 
lain Commission: i:- .issi'i lated W'lh pioh;;ie the . oiispir.e. \ ,iii);l. o! liie 
U.ijh' I i.indhi .wsassiii itioii 

|ana-j;ana-inana. r li li.i'-. Nal'iiual .'.iitliem I; was . oi’iposed in 
Ral'iiidi.inalli l.ntoie in I'hl and it 'v.i' lirsi pnhlisheil t. I.ii.u.i'c. lol.’’ 
under the title iii'.li:il i i.lii'il.i in the I,lira lUii!h:iii I'.i'ht.; edilid h\ l.i^.iie 
hinisell it was.idopteil as till Nahon.il •\nthen'ol India .ni I'.e 'Jttli jai... in. 
I'ttil! 

Java:Computer !.mj;uaee l.iuMi.'hed hv him Isliciosi .stems w huli lias liecomc 
the standard on Inletnci 

Kala Nidhi: eompiisis i lomputi iisid national iiitorinntion sislem and 

dat.' hank on .iits, humanihe.s .md cultural iieiil,i.te 

Largest cruise ship in the world; Came, al I)es|iii\ built hv rmc.intien of 

Italy. 



Largest ginger producing nation; Indoiie'n.i 

LIBOU: 1- till' h.is,. mteiest rale on iiileihaiik loans in I oiidon 

lok Imnhislv w .i I'l'ople's Movenunt foi 1 i.luc.itioii loi .ill, l.ikeii up .ii 

Kajastlian with assisi.m.^e tioin Swedi-li loleinahon li I).’'elopnu iil 

.Xiitluiiih (hIDAi 

lunishree; I ligh vieldiii;.', iice vjiielv win. Ii has heeii deii lopv'd m India 
MAN! KA. ^l.ldlas Xnlomaleii NJelvvoiked h.id'iig Ihea.iloin.iie.l :i i.ling 
svslem ol Ihe M.idi.i' ‘-■ti.ik f xtli.ingc 

Mineials- llie cl.iel imnei.ils and then legmiis nl esli.iit.on ,ne l nal - 
Itiliar, liengal. retiok-mi' -C-s.im, t .ni.ii.it, Maiv.inese Madlw a IV idesli 
k.nnat.ika. Mica llih.ii, '.ndh.i.i I’l.cilesh 

Missiles ilrvelnped by India. Ij;, e. .i suil.ice lo snrtace im.s.sile II h,is 
.1 iiiilgi' 01 a.sIKi kin ''I 1- a sncil-i.mce snri ue h' sinra.i' lactn.i' 

h I'l'etii'id missile s\ si I'll, it li.i'. .1 1 .no'e ol I'kll k:e. .s.t. i. niediu'ci 
i.mgi'suil.Ke-lo air iVil'-sile ■' st.'-o Item l.ngi't lo'e, to nvi-eoeow ,iin i .ot 
.Hid missiles ,ii tunc. ,'r.'s/,,,.' is ,i simi' i.ioge sin | ne tn m m.-...k. 

Is Ihiid-genciatioii anii-Miik mi.s. ile 

Missionaries of C’harilv is iliei.'li.'.i.ni. udei e'.i.ihli' lii'd hi Molliei fei, -..i 
Museums in India N.iti.m.il Mnsenie,,‘'.i w I kiln llie indi.ni Miisemii 
C iilciiU I. t'ie\il<ii lung Museum. I h.lei.ih.i.l, ,m. I tin 'Ml.'hih.i.l Mim eiii. 
■Mlali.il'ad 

h. ila' lung Museum m I h, deiah.id, ii.iiiud .illei 'sal.ii Inn III, Mi: 'loosut 
.-Ml Khan, h.is a \i.i\ i.ne and imt'i''laiil eolk.tuie. c ii;..|ii di'.t'i'il .rl 
oh)eils II IS i.iu>wii tile woild ovei a- liie lai;',est singie .<!,>.itioi< o| .m 
oh|ecls :roni diftc leiit i..iuiiliies 

Indian Museum in i alcutta nmieil.iki's a. i|iiisiihiii .n oh|ecls oi .vi aiul 
iircliaeolo)',\ .nn' i. lines out edii. almii.il ami i ultiii.il .u le. dies 
llii' 'dl.ili.il'.id Mnseiini has got a inli collei lion oi e.'ili Miilplure' 
teir.mila seals ,md mmlem p.imliiy; 

I'AILMVI: i; In.liu .i Oi't in. iiginousli-huill siepei . .ininutei 
Postal /one; n ,iidi. 'le.' hi Ihe hist two digits innii let! ol the l''mede 
Kcil Sindlii’ is ihi' liighes' milk M.'idiiig hoe ! ot .0", iiitrodn.e.l 'oi 
di'M'liipmenl in loih.i 

Kupee conveilihililv; ..mis .u (r imo'.ismg l!i.' >'\poi' .1 c ce.iiuing 
hureaiiii.il; soiitri ! an.t I,) ieiu'.isii. >, mu oin, In. I I.iw.ila in.iilel h 
.else piipii'..s i-ic'i\ peiiriiitni' the ■. nieisio., 'I mi| . .■ 'o i .h." in.iii'i 
1 ill rein le- ae..! ' :ce leisa 

Ciiili'ii Nations Mllh aiiniveisarv .-..is i.'iih'.ile.; on i'onei .i, h'ls 
Virtual li,inking il'sd.nn liiio'ig!'. oiiipniei m'l".o'^s .m,! .I'dow ■ | ip'.i 
M ... ■ ess l-.eu eig se'. KC- thio.'gh p'.li 
World Aids I>,IV lii.e'i'li." 1 

World Bank' .I'sc ..c.lc’.l lirte'ii.ition.''- i'....ii '..| k, . i;''i'i. ..in' 

I k \ el.c, .nii'l'l lliisl n 1, !.(j, ... 1 -e, W,. . 1 ; .ig'i.e U.i.,-- lii 
lend n.om”, k.ii-oiiikl w'.ii Ic.in .ue.'s and to .i.'i-k'; ,. i i, ■ leemped 
aie.s 

World Irade Oiganisalioi. IV.' 10): i he .i nis hel.'ii,' i.i ■ ■ein.ig, .'j W li ' 

. 1 '. I! I pionionnn o! rie*. il . !' iesi>. ni - ikn. ■ oii.i'.'i..e'vl L’l 

p'.ilis-i on ol inti'lkle.a' I'l.ipem ' igliK 1 Um-I' n, m i . l.idi.l ,!' Il will 

i. e'p boo-;. -.''Oln ,.| .n',rii.ul!’ii,i' .on''m'.<".. "e.n io.iia, .md i 2 F'.vh.i s 

siiai.' I" dll' v";"l(' I'.i.i, ■ hki , 10 tl Ij'i'le te it'i ..'I \l' 

Wiiild's laige.sl conipiiler iii'lwiirk in, .i;.' 

.SCIENCl' 

Mlotrupy: ’I lie exisleme .it .i ihcnic al eleiiienl v Inch lias me.re '.li.in ooi' 
loi 111 diir"iinj' 111 pi.'. si, ,.i p'oi'i'i 'i;. • ..1 gn mg rise to idei.in i) c-iieiimal 
'.onijnniiid 

Alpha particlf; I'liri-'s iwe po'ite.i Ciaiges Iks m.iss ne.uh eiin.il 

to Ilut o' .III ahull ol I'.i lnim 

Amalgams: arc alloys wtii. I lontaie iiecrcurv asom -.i liie ..cinti :,is 
Amino acids; Ihc miieht i ol I'nin.' amis ki o'vvii o lai is .12 
Aniinoniiini Chloride- iln • salt;'.ow.s ion diiii.eie' win'i Oissoli eil in 
w.itei i I In- ,1.11,] oiiod .it nitrogen use,I m (I , ie,aiiiil.i,liii'-ol dr. cells i, 
Ihe p.isle o' ,,m;''.>ni'.im , hlei nli" 
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Ampere: i*- the imil ot electric current. ' 

Aii<ieini.i; is vMuseit chie In slu)rl.u’,e of reil hioiiil lells (deticiencv ol 
h,ieimY,l''hiii iii the hioivl) 

Anaer(ihic.s: .iie Ku leri.i ivhiclu iiii coinplele their life cycle withiiiil owy’i’n 
Antigen: siihstiiiice Ih.it stimul.ilt^ lormaliiin ol .uitihodies 
A.scorbiciicid: Itsdelkiciu jinesiri.seio I'hseasech.iractensedhvtK'deni.i, ! 
siihciit.iiieous hiieinoirluges, .iiwenii.i <imJ p,ilholo|'iCiil ch.iiigi;s iii the teeth ; 
.ind gums 

Aspirin: its cheniica! n.inie i.s aceh Is.ilu \ lie aciil 

Bacteriophage- is .1 \ irus that att 11 ks bacteria and destrovs their host ■ 
Bauxite: is an iiiiport.mton'ol Aliiiiiuiiuni..Australia is the Luges! piodiicer 
Ilf hauMie in the uorld 

Binary Codes- as used in loinputer silence are codes made up ot two 
mimhers. I) and 1 

Bin-geofhcmical cycles: i\cling ol elements between living and non ' 
le.-ing lompoiients ot the biosphere 

Bionics: is the science ol applualion ol the knowledge ol the In ing world 
characteristics to the world ol machines 

Biosphere: Ihe eios\ stems taken togethei in a geog'aphical area hum a 
bigger unit called biosphere 

Biolcchnologv—[JNA fingerprinting: I)N A tingerprinhng in wlm h India 
is .second in the ivorld is anolhei achieienienf in luoderii I'uilogv 
Blood in the human body: .A normal persiin has -J tu 7 hires ot blood in 
Ins biKiy 

Bone, longe.sl in human body: The longe.st hone in the hodv ot human ; 
being IS l emur 

Bone, smallest in human body: 1 he smallest bone in the human hodv is 
in ear 

Carbon-14: is used toi dating arihaeuiogical specimens in wood, bones 
and shells 

Catalyst : A siibslaiue that alters flie rate at which a iheinical leaili.m 
occurs, but IS list'll unchanged at the end ol the leaction 
Chromium: Ibis element is allined with iron to produce steel which can 
resist high tempeiatiires and also have haidoe-- and ahiasion resistance 
Chromosome: Achiomosome w called 'holokii-.elic' when il^ ceniroinere 
IS terrninallv Im ated The -•e.v-i hromosoiiies in nude and leni.ile .we, \\ in ■ 
female and \\ in male There are 4oi hiomosomes 111 a IuhIv cell ol human 
being 

Cranium: i-. the p.ii: ul tlie skull :ha! eii.loses the hr.ii.i 
Cryogenics: Ihe siifiue dealioj; with Itie pioducl.on, lontrol and 
application ol vi-iv low ti'm()er,iluies 

Oiamond: is an eleitroli le II is the b.irdesi snbstaivce . 1 '. ailahli on i arth 
T.inuksificaliim- is used to desmbe the ailion ol lule oil tats 
[-..scape Vchicilv. -s a inmunuin lelocili leqieied to .i-ons a pailnul.u 
gravitational lield. 

beldspar; 1 ' ,1 laigi- - uip .it roi k loimuig - 111111 -..iK coos:sMna thielh ol 
aiiimuio-.silicalesof potassniin and sodiiiiii Ihei aicciinslitueiitsof granite 
and other prunarv nicks 

l-racliimal distillation:is Ihe pi.ssdile metliod ol sefiaialiun et two lit|iiiils ' 
il tiiev have anpre. lahle ildlereme in hoiling poinl 
Ciamnia rays: are I'igh energv ravs emitted hv nidio.icive elements Thev ' 
have more penetrating lapacify 

Genetic Engineering: is as.soi uited with inediial ire.itmenl It is Ihe 
tei hnologv in\ olved in altering die genetic l unstilutum 01 an ■ ganism 
Genetic engiiieeri ig luis been used foi the l.irgi-scale prodiirlinii ol 
aiUihiotics, en/vmi-., and hormones msiihii/. 

A ina|(ii coiiliiimlioii lo k.enelic l-.ngineering was done hv Nirenherg and 
Hargohind khoiana 

llybridizalion: hi-ivdinghv the mating iitgenei'callv dilterentline- loolitaiii ' 
dt'si'-ahle trails is called hyb'-idi/ation This also leters to crop improv eiiient i 
teciiniijiie based on Ihe concept ol celllular totipotencv in plants | 

l.ai'iubacillus: is Uacli'imm whicii is lesponsihle to nun milk into curd 
l.iisei beams: are coheieiit, inoiiochioniatii- and iindiiectional in nature 1 
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Lymph: In our body, tissur.s are bathed m a fluid called lymph. 
Mutation: in Biology, a change winch occurs suddenly and which will he 
inherih'd later i.s known as mutation 

Mycorrhira: is the term applied to indicate Ihe assix-ialion ol fungus and 
the roots 

Myopia: Shortsightedness—a di.sease connected with eves The light rays 
come to focus in front of, instead of on the retina. 

Optical fibre; is the most effective carrier of information II works on the 
principle of total internal retleclion 

Ozone layer: II lefers to the layer in the upper atmosphere l.A to Ml kin 
above the earth's sni'face. It protects us from Ultra-violet ladiations 
O/one, a moleuile made up of three atoms ot oxygen, rnmprises a laver 
ot the atmosphere that absorbs harmful ultraviolet ladiation The main 
culpiit in the thinning ol (.kzone laver in the eaith's stratosphere is 
L'hloiofluro caihons 

Pholuns; When excited hydrogen atoms return to Ihe giound state and 
emd phiituns 

rhotosynihesis; is .1 prixess by which green plants manutactiue their 
caibnhydrates and liberate oxygen gas ei|ual to ml.ike ol e.irbon tlioxide 
gas in presence of sunlight and waloi 

IHiring photosynlheMs, plants need c.irbun dioxide f-al, as a fvpe of toud, 
IS priKlui ed directlv bv pholusv-nthesis Its physiological process relates to 
t'hloriiplast Cell org.inelles I-',it as a f.-pe ol loud is prodiiied dii-ei'llv h\ 
photosynlhese;. 

I’iczo-clecirir Effect: The ivoiking of the quartz civsi.il in Ihe walch is 
ba.sed on the I’iczo-electric l-.ffect 

Polyamide This polvmer is widely used lor making hullet-prool material. 
Riidialions The eorrei I sequence of tlicdesc ending ordi'i of Ihetollowmg 
energies of radiations is (1) Ultraviolet ravs. |2) Visible light, (.1) Infiared 
ravs, t-l) Radio waves 

Sodium lliioslulph.'ilc. is the -chemual used ,is ,1 'lixei' in phologiaphv 

T horiiim is ,1 d.irkgrei radioactive metal. Compoundsoemr 111 moo.i/ite 

and Ihorili- It is used in allmsand iisiniclear fuel insoiiie hivedei reactors 

Ihuruim. as r.idioailivi' pollutant, has recentiv drawn public attention 

due til its ociiirrence in the building maleiial 

Thrombosis is clotting ol blood m blood vesseb 

rritiuin is louiposeil ol one pioloo. .mu i-lection and tu o iieiilroos. 
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Descripiha QuesHons 


"Each one teach five" 

Q. The proposal 'each one teach five' 
is both constructive as well as controver¬ 
sial. Give two arguments in favour and 
two against the proposal. 

Arguments in favour of the proposal 

1. The proposal 'each one leach five', 
including two women, has come from no 
less a person tlran the I’rime Minister. Since 
such suggestions raise many questions and 
doubts, the one under consideration has 
really started a debate among parents, 
teachers, educationists and even students 
of Plus-Two stage. The proposal is cer¬ 
tainly a quantum jump from (.landhiji's 
mantra of 'each one teach one' foi the 
complete eradication of illiteracy. Today, 
nearh fifty per cent of our population is 
illiterate. Something drastic and dramatic 
needs to be done and them is nothing as 
practical as the proposal made by the 
Prime Minister. 

2. There is no harm if students of 
Plus- Two stream of education are 
involved in literacy programmes as part 
ot their ci'iriculum or social service By 
doing so we an inculcate in them an 
attitude of contiibuling to community's 
development, V'-'liicli is the crying need 
of the hour There is no denying the tact 
that the problem ot illiteracy, and the 
many social evils as.sociated with it, is a 
gigantic one. Ciiven the number of 
students at trie senior secondary level, 
both the dilemma as well as the shame ot 
the prevailing scenario can be met 
squarely aiul siici esstully. The doubting 
thomascs should not lorget that when a 
child teaches others, his own communi¬ 
cation skills are developed and he feels 
responsible and rewarded. 

Arguments against the proposal 

1. Even the supporters or advocates 
of 'each one teach five' do not know for 


certain whether it is a suggestion, a wish, 
an advice, a directive or anything name¬ 
less to be taken with a pinch of salt. 
Considering that even !iie less feasible or 
' impractical exhortation ot 'each one, teach 
j one' proved a non-starter, does the Prime 
' Minister realise how utterly 
; unimplementable his 'each one teach five' 

I formula is? If anything, the new sermon 
! betrays not only a sense of governmental 

■ helplessness in this matter, but a subcuta¬ 
neous altitude ot running away from 

• obligations At this rate, today it is 'each 
! one teach five', tomorrow it may be 'each 
i one feed five, clotlie five, house five' and 
; so on. 

' 2. Whethci it is illiteracy or corrup¬ 

tion or the basic wretchedness of the 
masses, instead of honesty of purpose, 
commitment and time-bound action 
programme on the part of the government 
' w'hal we get are truckloads ot rhetoric 
I'or the rest, it is the same old story of 
'announce now, think later and implement 

■ never’. Already groaning .ind grumbling 
under the load of heavy syllabuses and 
the uncertain outcome ol entrance tests, 
the poor studcnls of Plus-Two stage shall 
be at a big di.sa(l\aiitage because tliey 
are simply ignorant how the disparity 
between tin 'prospective' students 
(illiterates) and the proposed teachers 
(sUidenls) is going to be bridged. It 

' would be in the fitness of things it the 
; law-makers then iselves lake up the work 
ot teaching the illiterate rather than 
forcing students to wipe out this scourge 
from ihe society 

I Saving children from malnutrition 

I 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
I to save children from malnutrition. Say 
or substantiate how the steps suggested 
by you would be effective. 

Ans. Needless to reiterate that 




■ children are the future hope and health of 
i a strong and stable society. If they remain 
, sick and sullen during their childhood, 

; they are bound to grow as sickly 
, adolescents and ailing youth. A report by 

■ UNICI T that .“i.T per cent of all children in 
, India are malnourished, should stir the 
' conscience ot one and all. Malnutrition, 

; as we all know, is a major contributory 
! factor in the deaths ot children below five 
i years of age. While poverty accounts for 
I about one-third of malnutrition, lack of 
! knowledge and inappropriate care also 

plays a major role. 

j The National Nutrition Council set up 
' in 1^*14, shoulcf start its work in the fields 
I of prov iding adequate mother and child 
care in terms ot easy access to health fa- 
I cilities, safe drinking water, environmental 
sanitation and, of course, literacy. The in¬ 
tegrated Child Development Scheme 
' (ICDS), which was launched in 1975, 
should make its programmes more result- 
. oriented by strengthening the capacities 
of tlie community and ot those wlio care. 

The emphasis on 'nutrition, health 
and education' ol those who are tlic most 
I \ nil lerable and economicallv weak, should 
be th(' first and foremost focus of concrete 
action. Children in the age group of 0-6 
should be brought under the umbrella of 
all such schemes that aim at saving the 
children from nialmitrilion and the 
resultant dcTiciencies and deaths. Tangible 
t( gets, dead-lines and responsibilities 
, should be lixed from the lowest to the 
highest levels of administration and any 
shorl-lalK or lailures should be suitably 
corrected or punished. 

l ocus on population control and re¬ 
duction ol infant and maternal mortality 
should be made mandatory for all such 
agencies and departments as arc entrusted 
I the task of improving the lot of mother- 
child. The root of malnutrition runs deeper 
' than meets the eye and therefore as an 
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inter-generiitioniil problem, it calls for i 
"care of the mother and care by the I 
mother" In addition to the meabures i 
already Mijyjested, experts point out that | 
household lood insecurity, inadequate care ' 
of women and children and insufficient ; 
health services accompanied by an J 
unhealthy enviionment are tire underlyinj; | 
causes ol malnutrition. ! 

Scientific Temper j 

Q. Not science and technology alone ' 
but scientific temper among the people, ' 
is the need of the hour. Substantiate the 
statement with your views based on 
experience, reading and knowledge. i 

Ans. No doubt the application of lech- ^ 
nology and scientific knowledge have el- ' 
fccted changes. There is no area of life i 
and avenue of human conception and co- j 
gent action tliat have remained unaffected j 
by the all-pervasive and potential influ¬ 
ence of science and technology. In short, 
whether developed or developing, all 
nation-Stales are feeling the impact of 
reverberations and revelations tliat science 
and technology brings about every 
monnenl in some corner of this planet 
earth. The very shape of rural-urban 
I milieu has undergone such telling 
transformations as seem to suggest that 
our ancestors must have been men of 
straw and not giants like the pre.sent-day 
scientists 

Having sung or counted die paeons 
of praise about the achievements of sci¬ 
ence and ticlmology do we really feel it 
has ushered in an era of scientific temper 
among the people ..t all races, colours, 
faiths, cults and cultures? We arc ever 
ready to jump over the fruits ot science 
and technology, but regrettably enough, 
are opposed to assimilate the dictates of 
scientific temper ui our daily lives. Ritu¬ 
als continue to reign our hearts and sub¬ 
mission to age-old traditions continues to 
rule the roost Though we lose no 
opportunity to worship trees, rivers and 
other manifestations of God or Mother 
Nature, we do pretty little to protect them 
from daily ravages mid destruction. Had 
we R-ally learnt and imbibed the role and 
relivance ol scientific temper in our daily 
chores, we would not have allowed the 
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sustainable sources of life to be polluted 
beyond redemption or revival. Though we 
claim to be educated and higlily informc*d 
persons, lack of scientific temper has 
greatly contributed to our failure to meet 
the national ob)iH:lives 

The prevalance of such inhuman 
practices like human sacrifice to propitiate 
gods, belief in spirits and mirarles, witch¬ 
craft and supcrnaturalism, do not reflect 
the soundness of our mental health. Blind 
faith, instead of rational thinking, smacks 
of compromise and compliance with 
practices that are highly irrational and 
against the letter and spirit of scientific 
tempers As .slaves of sermons and super¬ 
stitions we are easily carried off our feet 
by the glib tongues of the so-called 
godmen who play with our emotions and 
capilali/e on our ignorance. Lack of scien¬ 
tific temper is best reflected in our day to 
day life w'hen, despite education, infor¬ 
mation and exposure to all sorts of 
scientific and technological innovations 
and inventions, we are not aware or refuse 
to be aware that a person who is killed in 
a road accident can provide life to so many 
others through the donation of his organs 
like heart, liver, kidneys, pancreas and 
eyes. 

Disappearance of printed word 

Q. "if the printed word disappears 
from life" what would happen? Give 
three important consequences if such a 
situation arises or comes about. 

Ans. Without the printed word, 
earth is going to lo.se much of its lure 
and lustre because evei since the 
invention ot printing press, the printed 
word has held the people uiidei its sway 
and whetted their curiosity and appetite 
for information, knowledge and 
entertainment. Books, journals, 
magazines, newspapers, reports, sur¬ 
veys, reseai ^h papers i / al are the living 
manifeslatioii.s ot the printed word and 
if for some mysterious reasons, il 
vanishes into the thin air and makes a 
sudden departure from human life, the 
following consequences aie bound to 
alter the con'ours and colours of life 
beyond recognition. 

Despite the growing influence and 


spreading wings of the visual media, the 
printed word has remained the best 
friend, guide and counsel of man in times 
of trial and tribulations. Perhaps there is 
no substitute ot the printed word as far as 
the wisdom ot generations collected, 
collated and contained in books, testifies 
so truly when we visit the library for 
reading or reference. Gnce the printed 
word disappears, blank pages will stare 
at blank faces both caught m a no-win 
situation that shall offer neither comfort 
nor consolation. The print media like the 
printing presses, book-stores, libraries 
and the like will become deserted places 
of pain and poignancy that one suffers 
at the loss of some dear object or the 
death ol one's love. 

Hducation at all levels will become ' 
more oral and a matter ot memorising 
rather than a subject of silent study or 
close contact with the author through 
imagination. The greatest tragedy that 
would overwhelm mankind will be felt 
in the field of literature where the 
innumerable languages of the world 
keep the creative writers alive to the hap¬ 
penings around. Their spontaneous 
emotions will fail to find a suitable 
channel to ri:ai h their readers or fans be¬ 
cause ot the disappearance ot the printed 
word, which is both a power and 
pleasure to be enjoyed. Like the early 
morning cup of lea, a newspapers loo is 
a 'must' lor most persons. In future when 
the morning fails to appear in prmt, those 
addicted to it, would find themselve.s m 
a state ol suspended animation and 
hopelessly handicapped. 

Trade and Commerce—r.ither all 
socio-economic, poiitico-diplomati: ac¬ 
tivities would come to a grinding halt 
once the printed material or relevant 
literature fails to reach the hands ol 
those who conduct their respective 
affairs with the help of past records, 
discussion papers, and the present 
agenda—all in print. Those engaged in 
the printing profession, will be thrown 
out of jobs, creating new problems, ten¬ 
sions and othei social irritants. In short, 
the disappearance of the printed word 
from life is going to leave a trail of 
bitterness and a vase of vacuum, 
difficult to bear and fill. 












POLITICS 

11th Lok Sabha dissolved; 
Elections oixlered 

O N l'>«'ccmhcr 4, IW, the President, 
Mr K.R. NtUtiyandn, dissolved the 
llth l,ok bahhii, barely 18 months after 
the last polls and ordered fresh 
I’arliarnenlarv eleelions to be held before 
Mareh 15, IWS. Ihe move ended several 
days ol abortix e political miinoeiivres to 
lorni an allemative };overnment, after the 
Congress decided to withdraw support to 
the miiioiilv L'nited Pronl government 
lieaded bv Piime Minister Iiider Kumar 
(.iu)ial. 

Belore taking the decision the 
Ihesident had a meeting with Mr Gujral 
i and Fin ince Minister I’. Chidambaiam to 
Mic! the issue ol kinds, which was sorted 
out by agn-eing to issue an ordinance for 
wilhdravx-'ll o) iinufs lor excess 
c'pi'iiditiire, including for the coming 
elections The oidinance obviated the need 
loi .1 hi'ief session ol Parliament to pass 
■<npplementai \ gr.ints 

Ihe I’rc'sident's decision came under 
Aiticli- S:i(?l(ik ol the Constitution. 

I I achec, the C ongress had asked Mr 
c.ii|ia! to chop the |)MK ministers from 
hist ahinel as Ihe DMK liad been severely 
iiidicic'il i)\ Ihe lain Commission report 
ai|i. iiivt“.ii;;,iiions on causes that led to 
ioiiiici I’niiic Minister Kajiv GandKi's 
iss,'ssiiMt;,.|i 1 1 c Lniled 1 n'lit, however, 
siooii liii;ii\ uilh the I'MR, saying that 
the . li iiges ere \I, he pnxvi'cl and that 
the 1>\1K could not be held guilty fi r 
anvlhing unless proved m a lourt of law. 
The rc'kisal ot United Pronl Ui part with 
D.Mk made tiu' Congress withdraw 
support 

l ollovMng the withdraw?!, renewed 
el torts weie made bv both sides to come 
to some lace s.ivmg toinuila and save the 
dissolution of the Lok Sabha, but 
nothing came out ol .scores of meetings 
lhal were held At one time the Congress 
hoped to break the United Pronl and 
lorm a Congress-led government. But 
United I'ront constituents stood firm 
togelhei 

The irreconcilably positions of bolh 
Unileci Pronl and the Congress on the 


Recent Economic News 


Rupee crumbles; RBI steps In with props 

On December 22,1997 the Reserve Bank of India announced a package ol measures 
to arrest Ihe (all ol the rupee against the dollar. The measures included raising the Cash 
Reserve Ratio (CRR) by 50 basis points, doing away with the 10 per cent incremental 
CRR on non-resident rupee deposits and suspending iacilities granted to authorised 
dealers to oiler forward dollar contracts. 

The RBI has also kept in abeyance the schedule ol CRR reductions already 
announced and enhanced the interest rate on fixed rate repos to 5 per cent. 

Henceforth, only banks can allow forward contracts that too based only on documents 
providing evidence ol exposure. 

The aim of RBI is to move up short-term rates and thwart inter-market abitraga. This 
will help banks to offer better rates and mop up more dollar deposits. This will also suck 
out excess liquidity in short-run, thus pushing up the call rates and weeding out speculators. 

Earlier, on December 2, corporate demand and political uncertainty-driven speculation 
had pushed the rupee to an all-time high of 39.25. 

Impact of rupee-fall on Industry 

Bearings industry depends on import ot special steel. The sector will be hit as it is 
a net importer. The Carbon Black industry was already suffering due to low ofl-takes and 
dumping from Korea. The depreciation of rupee will further hit as the landed cost of 
feedstock will go up. Tyre industry will face cost Inflation as a basic raw materials are 
import-based. 

Infotech industry will gain as depreciation of rupee will add to the profits. This sector 
is worth around USD on billion. So will the pharmaceutical sector as many companies 
have heavy export focus. Telecom sector will receive a setback due to funding problems 
from overseas. Hotels will gain as more than 60 per cent of income ol large hotels is from 
foreign exchange earnings. 

Petroleum sector bottom lines are protected as the margins are governed by 
Administrative Price Mechanism. However, some petroleum products like diesel will become 
costlier. 

Automobile industry, which is already facing a big recession, is in for tougher times 
as inputs will become costly. 

According to Finance Minister P. Chidambaram, “in short term, exchange rate 
adjustment is an unavoidable price that developing countries have to be prepared to pay 
to stem certain outflows". 

According to the newly appointed Governor of RBI, Or Bimal Jalan, the tundamentals 
of the economy were sound and there was no reason lor the rupee to fall below the 
pres ent levels. What happened during last week ol November was more due to speculation 
than economic reasons. He said the RBI has been forced to back-track on its liberalisation 
measures to check unnecessary speculation. 'I expect the banks and corporates to 
behave responsibly, not oniy in their interest, but also in national interest”, he said. Dr 
Jalan further added that once things improve RBI will review Ihe measures to adjust them 
in light of further developments. 


DMK ministers' issue and the failure of 
the BJP to split the Congress and some 
other parties snuffed the life of a hung 
Lok Sabha, which threw up three Prime 
Ministers and ushered in what was seen 
as full-fledged coalihon era. 

The United Front .squarely blamed the 
Congress for forcing upon the country yet 
another general election within 18 months, 
by making "unjustified and unethical' 


demands on the basis ot the interim report 
of Jain Commission. 

This was the fourth time in last .SO 
years that the Lok Sabha was dissolved 
before completing its full tenure, leading 
to a mid-term poll. The llth Lok Sabha 
had the second shortest term. The ninth 
Lok Sabha, which saw two Prime 
Ministers—V.P. Singh and Chandra 
Shekhar—was the shortest-lived yet. 
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having lomplvlfd only li’ months. The 
9th and llth Lok Sabhas were cut short 
by tlie inherent dangers of minority 
governments totally depending on 
outsidi' support ot a single party. 

Following is a brief chronicle of the 
11th I.ok Sabha: 

May 14,1996: Lok Sabha constituted. 

May 16: Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee-led 
BJP government is sworn-in. 

May 23: Mr P.A. Sangma is elected 
as Speaker of Lok Sabha, becoming first 
candidate from the opposition to hold the 
office. 

May 28: Mr Vajpayee resigns as BJP 
is not able to get support from other 
parties to prove majority in the House. 

June 1: Mr Deve Gowda is appointed 
as Prime Miniter of United Front-led 
government with outside support of 
Congress. 

April 11: Congress withdraws 
support. Mr Gowda resigns. 

April 1: Mr Inder Kumar Gujral 
emerges as consensus candidate 
acceptable to both UF and Congress and 
is appomted Prime Minister. 

■Movember 28: Congress withdraws 
support over refusal of UF to exclude 
DMK from the Cabinet; Mr Gujral resigns. 

December 4: President dissolves Lok 
Sabha. 

COMMISSION 

Jain Commission Report 

T he one-man M C Jain Commission, 
constituted in .August 19'^M to 
investigate into the conspiracy angle 
of assassination of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv (iandhi, in its interim 
report has "everely condemned the role 
ot several persons and parties, 
including the then Chandra Shekhar 
government and the DMK and the 
present Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, 
Mr K Karunanidhi. 

Following are the highlights of the 
mam conclusions of the Jain Commission 
interim report, as contained in the Action 
Taken Report (ATR) laid in the Parliament 
on November 20, 1997. 

■ There was a tactic support to the LTTE 
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by Mr Karunanidhi and his 
governement and law' enforcement 
agencies. 

■ After the dismissal of DMK government 
in Tamil Nadu during the Prime 
Ministership ot Mr Cliandra Shekhar 
there was a crackdown on LTTE. 
However, the intelligence group of 
LTFE cadres, led by Sivarasan, one of 
the key accused in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case, went about their job 
undeterred and managed to carry out 
the assassination. 

■ The policy of Tiimil Nadu government 
and the Central government led by Mr 
V.P. Singh, to allow injured L IT E cadres 
to come to India for treatment, enabled 
the outfit to further consolidate its 
network in India. 

■ The boycott of the function by 
Karunanidhi to welcome the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) contingent, 
de-inducted from Sri Lanka, was 
another gesture of Tamil Nadu 
government, which was opposed to the 
policy of government of India and 
hailed by LTIE. 

■ The parleys between Karunanidhi and 
1 ,TTE led to a situation where tlie LTTE 
got encouragement to operate in Tamil 
Nadu. 

■ After the DMK government was sworn- 
in in 1989, the LTTE slowly began to 
consolidate itself m liimil Nadu and 
the dandestme activities became more 
pronounced. At this stage a gap arose 
between tlie policies of Centre and State 
governments. A DMK MP, Mr V 
(iopalaswamy, made a 24-day 
clandestine visit to northern Sri Lanka 
and, reportedly, met the LTTE supremo 
V. Prabhakaran. The films ot the visit 
were shown all over Tamil Nadu. 

■ The required seriousness, anxiety and 
concern was lacking on the part of V.P. 
Singh and his government and the 
responsibility for security was shifted 
to States. This was done without taking 
into account the non-availability of the 
required nature and quantity of 
proximate security units in States. 

■ The nature and quality of security 
needed under the circumstances 

I prevailing during the tenure of Mr 


Chandra Shekhar as Prime Minister 
was also not provided. Alternatively, 
security schemes were devised during 
the time of V.P. Singh and amendment 
of SPG Act was not thought ot then 
and cannot be pleaded in defence by 
him. 

While the interim report did result in 
the fall of the United Front government, 
as Congress refused to support the 
government with DMK in it, many people 
are of tlie view that the attempt to nail 
DMK was to divert attention from All 
India Congress Committee's (AICC) role 
in the tragedy. 

According to a former advisor to 
Tamil Nadu Governor the Tamil Nadu 
administration had warned Rajiv Gandhi 
"against going to Sriperumbudur", but 
many Congress VIPs insisted on Rajiv 
Gandhi's visit. Also, for reasons of its own 
the Jain Commisssion has not im estigated 
the link between the LTTE and top 
members of Congress in Tamil Nadu. 
According to one allegation LTTE 
sympathisers were given passes and other 
assistance by the family members of the 
then AICC general secretary. 

Phange in approach towards 
commissions needed: Experts 

The tail of the United Front 
government over the contents ot the 
interim report of jam panel has enlivened 
the debate on the utility ot such "impartial 
probes into matters of public interest", 
experts have underlined the necessity ol 
cliange in approach to make such probes 
more meaningtul. 

With the government not bound to 
accept the reports, many point tow'ards 
the futility of such exercises that consume 
a lot of time and public money 

"Commissions have proved to be a 
bit of a failure in India", says senior 
Supreme Court lawyer Fall S. Nariman 
Yet, their importance cannot be 
undermined, he adds, advocating 
restricting the terms of reference and time 
bound tenures to ensure that the reports 
are out before "an issue fades from public 
memory". 

According to former additional 
solicitor-general A.M. Singl'.vi 'committee 
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is a group of the unfit, appointed by the 
unwilling, to do the unnecessary". 

However most experts are ot the 
opinion that in a Democracy people have 
the right to know the facts and public 
opinion does mould State action at times. 
If a commission manages to submit its 
report till the issue is afresh, not only will 
the incumbent government be forced to 
make the findings public, it will also have 
to account for the actions it takes on the 
recommendations. 


BIHAR 

An year of carnage 

O N December 1, 1997 caste-based 
violence claimed 61 lives in Bathe 
l.axmanpur village in. Bihar. The 
aggressors were men of Ranvir Sena, an 
outlawed army ot landlords. Their targets 
were downtrodden and the oppressed 
sections owing allegiance to CPl(ML). 

The Cri(MI.) supporters were the 
prime targets of Ranvir Sena m the last 
two carnage.s as well, at Batfianitola and 
Haibuspur Ihe internecine feuds have 
claimed more than 4(X) lives in 1997. 

Agitated groups have now decided 
to take on Ranvir Sena, which they 
alleged was spreading its rein ot terror in 
various districts of central Bihar, beyond 
Bho)pur district- -its birth place. 

Each carnage resulted in hoardcs of 
politicians gatliering at the site ot 
massacre and trying to gain political 
mileage by criticising each other But 
nothing concrete has been done by the 
State government to control the situation. 
The State police also has the standard 
excuse—dearth ot cops, especially 
trained, to tackle such situations 


USA-INDIA 

Truncated visit by Ms Albright 

U s Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright visited India on November 
20, 1997, to further bixist the relations 
between the two countries. However, she 
had to cut short her visit to just 16 hours 
as she had to leave for Geneva for crucial 
talks on the Iraqi situation. 

During her short stay an agreement 


on investment incentive was signed. 
The objective was “to promote and 
protect US investrne'nts into India by 
facilitating investment support to US 
investments, from Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, a designated 
US agency. 

Before coming to India Ms Albright 
had visited Pakistan. She said that both 
India and Pakistan were "important to 
us separately and individually.. We 
consider it is importani to have best 
possible relations with both." She 
refused to mediate on Kashmir saying 
that the US believes that this subject 
could best be resolved through 
negotiations. 

The trip of Ms Albright to India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh was part of an 
effort to raise the US profile in the long- 
neglected South Asian region. However, 
nothing much could be achieved as she 
had to cut-short her Indian visit and cancel 
her appointment with Dhaka. 


SCANDALS 

Kaipnath Rai given clean chit 

F ormer Union Minister Kaipnath Rai 
has been acquitted by the Supreme 
Court of charges under TADA for 
harbouring six hitmen of underworld don 
Dawood Ibralum. 

Apart from Rai others acquitted in 
the case include Rai's personal assistant 
S.P. Rai, Sanjay Singh personal assistant 
to former B|P MP Brij Bhushan Saran 
Singh, East West Travel and Trade 
company's employee Mohd Ahmed 
Mansoor, an associate of Subhash Thakur 
gang and P.M. Desai. 

Rai and otliers had appealed against 
a designated court order where Rai was 
sentenced to ten years' rigorous 
imprisonment as well as a fine of Rs 10 
lakh fi<r harbouring terrorists. 

The charge against Rai was that 
during his tenure as Power Minister, he 
had arranged accommodation through his 
secretary for Subhash Thakur and V.N. Rai 
at the government guest houses, Both were 
allegedly involved in the infamous 
September, 1992 J.J. hospital shootout in 
Mumbai. 


Home ministry gives clean chit 
to Congress on foreign 
donations 

TN a significant development the United 
IPront government informed the Delhi 
High Court on November 27,1997 that it 
had 'closed' the four-year-old I'oreign 
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 
violation case against the Congress, for 
allegedly receiving Rs 3.5 crore donations 
during Sitaram Kesri's tenure as party 
treasurer. The government said that it was 
of the opinion that the donations received 
from the alleged 'fake' foreign companies 
in 1993-94 cannot be treated as foreign 
contributions under FCRA. 

The decision to close the case means 
that no further investigation or enquiry of 
any kind, by any agency, anywhere in the 
world, will be carried out into the case. 

The Delhi High Court, however took 
a strong exception to the decision. The 
division bench said that "it was lor the 
court to reach any conclusions and the 
decision whether there was any further 
scope of inquiry should also be left to the 
court as the matter was before it". 


LEGISLATION 

SC upholds order on bandhs 

0 ,N November 12. 1997, the Supreme 
Court upheki ttie judgement of the Kerala 
High Court declaring "bandhs" organised liy 
political piuties % illegal and uncoixstitutional. 

While passing the order, the three- 
judge bench observed; "We find tliat the 
impunged judgement docs not call for any 
interference We are satisfied that the 
distinction drawn by the High (\)urt 
between a 'bandh' and a call for general 
strike or 'hartal' is correct" 

The High Court had made the 
distinction between a 'bandh' and a call 
for general strike on the basis of their 
impact on fundamental rights of the 
citizens. While the 'bandh' affects the 
fundamental rights of citizens, a call for 
general strike or 'hartal' did not. 


Armed forces Act upheld 

0 ^ November 27, 1997 the Supreme 
Court upheld the constitutional 
validity of the Armed Forces (Special 


JANUARY'98 COMPETITION MASTER 5S7 








PowiTs) Act, 1958 The Court made it dear 
that tile legislation did not displace the 
civil ])ower of the Slate by the armed 
forces. It only provided for deplovmc'nt 
ol armed lorccs ol the Union in aid o) the 
i.ivil power 

The ruling was given by a fivc-|udge 
bench, while dismissing a hatch of 
appeals tiled by the Naga Peoples' 
Movement I't Human Rights and others 
against the lodgements ot the Delhi and 
Guwahati High Courts. 

Ilie judges said that tlie Act could not 
be regarded as a colourable legislation or a 
fraud on the Constitution. It was not a 
measure intended to achieve the same result 
as contemplated by a proclamation of 
Kmergency under Article 352 or a 
proclamation imder 3.56 of tlieC'oitstitution 

The judges further said that the word 
"aid" postulated the continued existence 
ot the authority to be aided. This would 
mean tliat even after deployment ot the 
armed forces, the civil administration 
would continue to function. 

The Court also issued guidelines 
under which the officers ot armed forces 
were to operate. 

Cabinet decides to repeal Urban 
Land Ceiling Act 

O N November 14, 1997. the Union 
Cabinet dceidcd to repeal tlie Urban 
Land Ceiling and Regulation Act 
(U1.CRA) to facilitate "vast vacant urban 
land enter into the land markets througli 
appropriate fiscal measures". 

However, the Act can tinallv be 
repealed only af!'”' at least two concerned 
btates pass a resolution empowering the 
Parliament to repeal the Act The 
Legislature of Haryana has already 
passed a r^ solution to this affect and Staes 
ot Madhya Prade.sh, Rajasthan, Gujarat 
and Himachal are also in favour 
Hove ever, the fate now rests with the new 
government which will come to power 
after the general elections. 

Since land is a State subject the 
existing Act had been passed in 1976 after 
11 States passed the necessary resolution 
io empower the Parliament to enact a 
legislation However, in the present, 
changed circumstances, with rapid 
urbanisation Gking place, the current 
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legislation had become a constraint on the 
urban development. 

The Ul.C RA did not provide a 
mechanism to force the entry of wicant 
urban land into land markets. This has 
rwulted in choking ol the supply ot land 
tor meeting housing and other 
developmental needs. It also resulted in 
sky rocketing of prices an excessive 
speculation. There arc many cases witere 
sick industrial units could not be 
rehabilitated because they were not 
allowed to sell surplus land with them. 

The repeal of act is expected to bring 
down the land prices, besides speeding the 
growtli of sectors such as housing, industry, 
transport and other infrastructure providers. 

ELECTIONS 

BSP is national now; JD de< 
recognised 


T 


HP Baluijan Samaj Party has been 
conferred with the status of a national 


party, by virtue of its statiis.asTa 
reci'gnised political part\'m four Slates^ 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjiih 
and lammu & Kashmir The BSP witi n(Tv\ 
be in a position to c\clusi\eK use the 
'elephant' symbol in all States and 
Union Territories barring Assam. 
Pondicherry and Sikkim wheie the 
symbol has been allotted to the Asom 
Gana Parishad (.AGP), ['atl.ili Makkal 
Kiitchi and Sikkim Sangram Panshad, 
respectively 

t)n the other hand, the lanata 
Parly and the All India Congress 
t'ommittee (’’.iwari) haw been de¬ 
recognised bv the ( ominissiun .li the 
national le\el (anala Parly has now 
been rccogniseil as a Stat('-le\"l parh 
in Arunachal Prado: ii. 

Besides, parties de-rccogniscd as 
Slate level parlies are the 1&K Panthers 
Party and j&K People's (onieionM' in 
lammu and Kashinii, Indiia ( ongress 
(Socialist) in Kerala ami Maiiijuir and 
MDMK in Tamil Nadu 


Business News 


New Forward Trading Norms: The Finance Ministry decided lo acnepi some a* ilie 
recommendations of the J.R Verma Committee on Forward Trading Ibadia sysieini Th- 
committee had been appointed by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBi; 
The recommendations would give the stock markets greater stability The existing limiis 
on badia financing would be raised to increase liquidity in the slock markets The 
recommendations that were accepted were' a lower margin of 10 per cent on r.,nv- 
(orward transactions, withdrawal o( the transaction margin and raising the carry-l.iiwan! 
limit to Rs 20 crore per broker. 

HLL-Colgate: Multinational battles moved into India, with consumer produclr. manls 
Colgate and Hindustan Lever (HLL) fighting out lor a share of the toothpaste market riLL 
launched its New PepsodenI and claimed that it was 102 per cen' better than the loading 
toothpaste. Colgate went to the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Commission 
(MRTPC), which barred HLL from mentioning Colgate in its advertisements The claims 
of HLL would be examined by experts but the company continued with its campaign 
claiming superiority over other toothpastes. 

Maruti-Suzuki: The quarrel over the appointment of the managing director wont a 
step (urthei as Suzuki stopped all technical assistance to the Indian company and slopped 
developing the technology that will enable Maruti to meet the emission standards by 2000. 
The governmeni refused to accede lo Suzuki’s demand lo remove RSSI.N Bhaskarudu 
as Managing Director. Suzuki went to the International Court of Arbitration. It released full 
page advertisements in Indian newspapers clarifying its position. The next day. Industry 
Minister Murasoli Maran berated it. The future of the company because ot the continuing 
struggle between the minister and the company, appeared to be dark. 

Men In Black: Bausch and Lomb, manufacturers of sun glasses, got a boost from 
the movie. Men in Black, which features Ray-Ban Predator 2, the sun glasses manufactured 
by the company. Sales ol the Predator 2 model increased 482 pei cent and the strategy 
obviously paid off. In the movie, the glasses are supposed to protect the agents from 
memory erasing rays. 
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PAKISTAN 

President Leghari resigns after a 
stand-off 

P RESIDENT Farooq Ahmed Tehgari 
resigned on December 2, 1997, 
culminating two weeks of political crisis 
that had virtually crippled Pakistan and 
had prompted fears of a military takeover. 

The crisis had divided the Supreme 
Court, pitted the Prime Minister against 
the Chief Justice and cast the powerful 
army chief in the role of a mediator. 

The crisis had begun with a squabble 
between Prime Minister Naw.i/ Sharief 
and the Chief Justice Sajjad Ali Shah over 
the appointment of five new judges a few 
months back, raising the strength from 12 
to 17. It was followed by the contempt of 
court proceedings started against Mr 
Sharief, in which there was all possibility 
of conviction and disqualification. To 
counter the Court move Mr Sharief made 
the National Assembly pass a legislation 
providing for an appeal before the full 
bench of the Supn-me Court by a person 
convicted ol contempt of Court. 

However, for the legislation to 
become a law. President's signatures were 
required. And, the Supreme Court, on 
November 21, restrained the President to 
give his assent to the amendment. The 
Court also formally charge-sheeted Mr 
Sharief. Th" charges referred to various 
comments made by Mr Sharief about the 
Judiciary and the Chief Justice during his 
Press talk on October 29,1997, in the wake 
of Supreme Court's decision to suspend 
the operation of the anti defection law- 
enacted by the Sharief government. 

The crisis reached the climax when 
the Chief Justice restored the constitutional 
power of the President to dismiss the 
Parliament. But, immediately after Justice 
Shah's ruling, ten other judges sitting in 
the nearby courtroom, overturnev.1 it. These 
justices had been opposed to Justice Shah 
on the grounds that he was wrongly 
promoted to the post of Chief Justice, 
ahead of more senior judges. 

The conflicting judiciary made the 
army chief hold series of emergency 
meetings with the Prime Minister, the 
President and the Chief Justice. When 


General Karamat refused to support the 
dismissal of the Sharief government, and 
asked for the resignation of Justice Shah, 
President Leghari resigned saying he 
wouldn't support the removal of Justice 
Shah. 


CHINA-RUSSIA 
Major breakthrough in ties; 

Border dispute ends 

O N November 11, l')97, China and 
Russia signed a historic demarcation 
treaty, ending their 300-year old dispute 
along their 4,300-km-long eastern border 
and announced that the improved 
relations were not directed against any 
third nation. 

The border had been the scene of 
armed clashes at the height of rivalry 
between China and the former Soviet 
Union, in 196^*. 

Still unresolved is the final 
disposition of three small isLmds in the 
.Amur river, over which both countries had 
ailually fought bloody battles during 
1960.S. 

The treaty was signed during the visit 
of President Boris Yeltsin to Beijing. This 
fifth summit meeting was aimed a* 
boosting political, military and trade 
relations between the two neighbours. 

Three other documents on economic 
and technical cooperation, including a 
framework agreement to build a 3f)fl0-km- 
long gas pipeline from Siberia to north 
Cliiiia, were signed 

Russian officials described the visit 
as a major breakthrough in relations 
between the two countries who had often 
viewed each other with suspicion But, 
they admitted that Sino-Russian trade— 
just $ 7 billion in 1996 and running even 
lower in l997--still lags far below the 
potential. Mr Yeltsin and Mr Zemin agreed 
to increase the trade to $ 20 billion by the 
year 2000. 

At the end of the summit-meeting 
both the Presidents said that they wanted 
"strategic partnership" of closer economic 
and political ties, but will not revive their 
formal alliance of the 1950s. 

Chinese-Soviet Communist fra- 
ternalism in the 1950s had given way to 


rivalry for the allegiance of the Socialist 
world Beijing and Washington forged 
diplomatic ties in the 1970s out of suspi¬ 
cion of Moscow. Now, Beijing and Moscow 
are interested in finding counler-balances 
to Washington's power. 

However, both leaders rejected 
suggestions that they are branding 
together to offset growing US global 
influence. An official statement said, 
"China and Russia believe that the time 
has passed when nations formed alliances 
and strategic unions against third 
countries" 

Looking back in history, in 1960s a 
strategic Ub doctrine had advocated that 
US will have better relations with both 
Soviet Union and China than they would 
have with each otlier because of the border 
dispute Now, with the break-up of the 
Soviet Union and end of the Cold War a 
new triangular balance of power is 
emerging in Asia, in which US and China 
will be trying to get the upper hand by 
maintaining better relations with the other 
two than they have among each other. 

These developments ask for a counter 
initiative from India if India is to be a 
player in the balance of power game in 
Asia. Otlierwise, India will be left being a 
regional power only. 




SUMMITS 
APEC meet 

T he lb-member Asia Pacific l•.conomic 
Cooperation (APFC) held a two-day 
annual summit at Vancouver, C.'anada from 
November 27,1997 .API C represents some 
ot the world's most powerful economies. 
The final communique suggested that the 
group will offer nii specific measures but, 
instead promote the efforts of the IMF. It 
a'so expressed optimism about Asia's 
dll lags far below the economic future, saying: "There is no 
n and Mr Zemin agreed doubt that the fundamentals for its long- 
le to $ 20 billion by the term growth and prospects are 
exceptionally strong." 

if the summit-meeting APEC is a loosely defined group, set 

s said that they wanted up in 1989 to forge closer economic links 
hip" of closer economic among economies surrounding the Pacific 
nit will not revive their Ocean. The currency turmoil in Asia 
the 1950s. dominated the meeting, pushing the topic 

let Communist fra- of cutting tariffs into the background. The 
950s had given way to communique endorsed an agreement to 
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take a major stop towards ihoir ^oal of a 
freo-lrado-/ono bo^innin;^ m 201(), bv 
ncgolialiii); a total oliiiiiiiation ol trade 
barriers oo prodiic ts in moo areas rani;in>; 
from choniii'als to tin s to forest |irodiirts 

A fiail-oiit plan, lorged in Manila a 
week before Ihe start of the moot, tor 
countries bit bv financial crisis, was also 
endorsed 

Despite intense lobbvms for the kist 
few vears. India lost its bid for admission 
into the influential group However, I’eru, 
Russia and Vietnam were admitted as 
new members and it was agieed on a 10- 
year period of consolidation after whuii 
membership issues will be umsidcred 
further 

The new members weie admitted on 
the basis of a consensus—there is no 
voting on any issues m AI’l'C' Consensus 
was not in favour of India ns Indian 
econoinv was considered not yet up to 
Ihe mark 

Francophonie Summit 

A summit of leaders frimi the ‘1^ 
French-speaking and countries with 
links w'ith I'rance, concluded tlieir summit 
on November 17,1W al Hanoi, Vietnam, 
with ntiming ol its leader and expanding 
its mandate from linguistics to politics. 

Former L'N chief, Houtros-lJoutios 
Ghali was named the first Serrelar\ 
(leneral, a more aimed al developing 
stronger ties among the organisation's 
diverse memhership. Vast maioritv of the 
members are toimer I’reiuh colonies in 
Africa 

A |oint deci.iiation ol tiu group 
expressed interest in playing nu'ie .ictive 
role m prornoiing demoeracy and dealing 
with regional conflict resolution 

The summit has been seen as a move 
by l•ran(t■ to expand its influence in the 
former colonies 

Global Warming Conference 

O N December 1, 1W7 world leaders 
convened al Kyoto, Japan for an 
extrac'rdinary ID-day meet to negotiate 
the future of earth. The leaders were 
draw'n togethei by a fear of global 
warming; however, they remained 
divided over what to do about it 

The pi\ ('lal disagreement ten used on 
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how much to rein in the industrial nations' | 
emissions ot carbon dioxide and other 
"green-house" gases linked to global 
warming The United States, the world's 
biggesi emitter, stood at the heart of the 
argument. 

Linder pressure from US businessmen 
the Clinton administration proposed to 
agree on the most limited of several plans 
lor mandatory cutbacks. 

However, China and other Third 
World nations refused to re-negotiate the 
Berlin ai cord under which the restrictions 
on pollution are to be imposed first on the 
developed countries. The US Ciongress, 
labour unions and environmentalists have 
asked President Clinton to accept any 
treaty only if restrictions arc imposed on 
countries like China, India and Mexico 
also. 

Also, while the US proposal was lor 
a 3 piT cent cut, the ITiropi'ans demanded 
a 13 per cent cut in emissions 

The global warming was brought to 
the notice ol the world by a 1W3 report by 
Bert Bohn's network ot more than 2,000 
scientists It cited a rise in global average 
temperature ol about 0.6 degrees eelsius 
in the past century, and said that man¬ 
made emissions were partly to be blamed. 

Carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and 
other gases, mostly hy-products of burning 
of !t>ssil fuels, allow incoming sunlight to 
reach, earth but then trap the heat that earth 
emits back to space 

(ireater temperature rise is predicted 
ill the 21 St century, along with potentially 
damaging disruptions ot climate patterns 
and rise in sea levels, as glariers melt and 
oceans r'Xpand from warming. 

In preliminary negotiations in the past 
two years, diplomats had discussed 
strengthening the J992 dimate change 
tiealy, which set only voluntary goals for 
reducing emissions, by making cuts legally 
binding f(.. 34 industrial nations. 

LANDMINES 

Treaty to ban landmines 

becomes a reality 

A historic treaty, titled 'Convention on 
the prohibition of the use, stockpiling, 
production and transfer of anti-personnel 
mines and their destruction', to ban anti- 
pe rsonnel landmines became a reality on 


December 5, 1997, when 121 nations 
signed the accord at Ottawa, Canada. 

But the big military powers~USA, 
Russia, China, India—and most Middle 
Fast nations mfused to sign for the present, 
insisting that some need for landmines 
remained 

The treaty requires signatories to 
destroy their stockpiles of mines within 
four years and remove the deployed mines 
within 10 years. 

The global ban on landmines 
campaign was spearheaded by Nobel 
laureate Jody Williams. Clobal attention 
to the cause was made possible by tlie 
public campaign by late Princess Diana. 

According to estimates, 60 to 100 
million mines infest 60 countries. The. 
weapons kill or maim over 25,000 people 
every year, often striking children and 
women. One of the world's most heavily 
mined countries is Cambodia, where an 
estimated 4 million to 6 million mines ha\ e 
been buried by rival armies 

Indian position was that there should 
be a phased approach to eliminating 
landmines, in which countries shoulil tirsl 
come together to stop anti-personnel mine 
export and then have an agreement 
to prevent non-militarv users like terrorist 
groups from getting hold of these 
weapons. Only after this should a Ire.’ty 
for complete ban be signed. 

The US said that it could .sign the 
IriMty only if exemptions were made to 
allow it to continue to use landmines on 
the Korean bordiT. 

Major countries that ri'tused to sign 
the treaty were' USA, Russm, China, 
Turkey, Iran, Iraq, India Pakistan, ligypt, 
Israel, North Korea, South Korea and 
Vietnam. 

Saq 

stand-off with USA; finally relents 
to allow UN inspectors 

A Moscow-brokered deal helped to end 
raq's stand-off with the UN (read 
USA) over weapons inspectors and 
defused the possibility of military 
action. 

Under an agreement reached with 
Russia, Iraq decided to let UN arms 
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inspectors return to the country «ind 
resume work from November 20, 

m?. 

The United States had threatened 
military intervention after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein banned Americans from 
participating in UN inspection teams 
monitoring Iraq's chemical and biological 
weapons potential 

Russia had always opposed the use 
of force against Iraq. Under the 
compromise worked out, in return for 
allowing smooth him tinning ot UN 
inspectors there will be a new movement 
tow'ards winding up the economic 
embargo that has crippled Iraq since (iulf 
war of l‘)9(). 

-\n end to economic sanctions would 
ereate conditions tor Iraq to begin repaying 
its $ 25-billion Soviet-era debt to Russia, 
and also to start buying Russian arms and 
machinery once again, i lence, tlie Russian 
interest. 

()n 1 fecember 0, 1'-W, the UN (. ouncil 
agreed ii.ianimously to let Iraq sell $ 2 14 
billion worth of oil lor six more months, 
to biiv food and medicine. 1 lowe\ ei, USA 
and Ifrilain stalled any nuue for 
immediate doubling ol quota of oil to be 

Mild. 


BANGLADESH 
Pact with tribal leaders 

O N Deee’'. ber 2. )'-W7, the government 
ol baiigladesh and leader ol 
Uhittagong tribal insurgents, knou n 
as Shanli balling signed a landmark 
agreement to end 22 wars ol 
hosiilitioj, in the Uhiltagong Hill 
Tracts (CHTl 

The accord is the culmination ol a 
long and complicated dialogue between 
the government and tribal leaders. The 
talks had begun soon alter die Awami 
League had come to power in |une M%. 
The deal has been signed on the basis of 
an understanding agreed upon by the two 
sides, within the provisions of the 
Constitution. 

The insurgency claimed more than 
25,000 lives during the long years of 
clashes. It had forced more* than !s0,000 
tribals to seek rcluge in Indian State of 
Tripura. 


THAILAND 

New Prime Minister becomes first 
civiiian Defence Minister in 20 
years 

O pposition leader Chuan Ucekpai 
rallied enough lawmakers on his side 
on November 7, IW, to make him the 
new' Prime Minister ot Thailand. This is 
the seconil stint for Mr Chuan as Prime 
Minister. He was earlier Prime Minster in 
1*192 and serve till 19*>.S w'hcn a land 
scandal split his coalition and his 
government collapsed 

The previous Prime Minister Chavalit 
had resigned because of his failure to 
eflectively tackle the country's worst 
economic crisis in decades. 

Chavalit stepped down after an 11- 
month tenure that saw Thailand's 
economy collapse, requiring a $ 17.2 
billion bailout supervised by the IMP. 

.Mr Lcekpai also assumed Ihe role ol 
Defence Minister, becoming the first 
rivili-'ii to hold the post in last twenty 
years T'he mililnrv's acceptance of a 
civilian Delence Minister is expected to 
bring the mostly turbulent relationship 
between politicians and soldiers into a new 
era ol ''[’ure professionalism". The Prime 
Minister is said to have taken the deeision 
because ot the fear that some elements in 
the military might attempt to destabilise 
his government. 

Thailand has wavered between 
military and civilian rule tor much ot its 
modem historv and has weathereil more 
than a dozen cdii;’ i/'cfiifs since the end ol 
World Wai II 

MIDDLE EAST 

Independent State in 1999: Arafat 

P AI .I'ST INI AN leader Yasser Arafat has 
said that he will proclaim an 
indefiendcnl Palestine Stale in 19‘)9, no 
matter what the situation in negotiatio.is. 

•Arafat said that the State would be 
proclaimed ''even if part of our lands are 
still occupied and even if scltlements arc 
still in place. No one can stop this proct'ss. 
It is our sacred right." 

Reacting to Mr Arafat's statement, 
Prime Minister Nefanyahu of Israel ruled 


out any possibility of an independent 
Palestine State. He said that any unilateral 
step by the Palestinian leadership can force 
Israel to annex the entire Pal(*stine area. 
"To dedaa* a State would be a direct and 
unequivocal breach of the accords If 
Arafat wants to depart from the accords, 
we will have to draw obvious 
conclusions", he said 

lSa 

Mir Aimai Kansi sentenced to 
death 

A l airfax t’ounty (Virginia) |ury in 
USA has recommended tin* death 
penalty foi .TT-year-old Mir Aimal Kansi, 
the Pakistani charged with killing two men 
and wounding three, in 1*I93, outside the 
( lA headquarters in [,anglev. 

Pollowing the sentence the State 
department issued travel warning to 
Americans travelling abroad and asked 
them to defer going to Pakistan unless it 
was very essential. These warnings were 
issued lollowing the grisly murder of four 
Americans in Karachi, which were 
believ ed to be linked to the Kansi trial. 

I'ollowing the killings in 1993, the 
combined efiorts ol C IA, ITil and Pakislani 
law agents had resulted in capture ot Kansi 
from near the Afghan border. IIis capture, 
and lorcible return to US vvilhoiil propei 
extradilio.i proieedings, Ivd provoked a 
strong anti-US feelings in Pakistan. 

RUSSIA 

More than 150 killed as jetliner 
crashes on buildings 

A Russian .Virtorce Transport aircraft 
rashed into a tive-storey residential 
building soon after take-off in the 
Siberian city of Irkutsuk, killing all 4f> 
on-board and about 100 people on the 
ground. 

Due ol the w'orld's largest planes, 
Antonov-124 Ruslan crashed due to 
engine failure eight minutes after taking 
off from tlv’ military airfield. 

The accident was one ol the 
worst air disasters in Russia in recent 
years. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

NMRF: National MesospluTc 
Stratosplifre Troposphcn' Radar Facility. 

AWARDS 

Bharat Ratna, 1997 

A.P. ]. Alulul Kalani, pioneer ol India’s 
missile technology, has been conferred the 
Hliiiriit Rntiia, 1997. 

Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development, 

1996 & 1997 

T HI' 1996 Indira (iandhi Prize tor Peace, 
Disarmament and Development was 
presented to bpain-based voluntary 
organisation, "Metlicines Sans Frontiers" 
I'he 1997 prize has been given to US 
President |immv Carter. 

BOOKS 

India's Fconomic Crisis—The Way 
Ahead 

W RIT 11 N b\' Bimal |alan, the new 
Cio'.i'inoi ot the RBI. the book 
provides a v o:^‘nl analysis ol the problems 
atfliiliiig tiu' Indian etonomv. 

I he Proudest Day 

W RITTFN by Daval Fisher, it dwells 
upon the events whiili tinned 
Maiaiilay's dream into a "bloodv realitv ' 
ol 19*17. ' 


surface-to-air missiles (Kashmir) and 
electronic wartare systems The ship has 
state-of- the-art electronic warfare systems 
and sensors, which provide an up-to-date 
picture of the combat envimnment in the 
air, on the sea and below it. 

Built by the Maz.agon Dock lamited, 
INS Delhi is capable of autonomous 
operations and can be a part of a carrier 
battle group. Diie to its high endurance 
and longer range, it can take the role of an 
aircraft carrier and form a huh of other 
Indian warships to cover tlic entire Indian 
Ocean 

'INS Shivafi' takes up ambitious 
projects 

T Hii INS Shivafi, engaged in the 
training of engineering manpower lor 
the Indian Navy, has undertaken some ol 
the ambitious projects sponsored by the 
Defence Research and Development 
C'rganisaliiin (DKIX)). 

It has achieved some success in the 
development of infra-red separation 
svstem lor the ships, whu h helps to 
[irotei t ships from being detected by heat 
seeking missiles I'he college is also 
working on the possibility ot using the 
Kiurn engine, which is to be used in the 
prestigious Fight Combat Aircraft (l,CA) 
project, in ships. 

INb Slnniji has succe.-.stullv 


such sail training ships. I'he ship is 
primarily meant to tram naval cadets in 
the art ol sea craft, the basics of 
seamanship and navigation. 

Naval Airbase becomes operational 

I NS Riiinli, the airbase of the Indian Navv 
commissioned in Tamil Nadu in 1992, 
has become fully operational in a ivcord 
time of five years and is all .set to acquire 
dilferent types of aviation equipment. 

The airbase, the pride ol the Indian 
Navv, has in-built flexibility in terms of 
training, operational and maritime 
facilities and meets the neeils of the soutli, 
west and eastern‘coasts ot the country, 
besides the very vast Exclusive Fconomic 
Zone (FT,Z). 

PERSONS 

Chawla, Kalpana 

K AI.PAN.A C hawla 
has become the 
tirst Indian woman to 
go in space She was 
part ot the Colombia 
space-shullle mission 
ot N USA, which 
blasted into spaie on 
November 2(1, 19o7 
She was hvirn in Kanial She 
giaduated from lagoie School, Karnal, in 
197t) and got her Bac heloi ol suence 


DEFENCE 

'INS Delhi' Commissioned 

III’, counlry's largest indigenou'.ly- 
huill warship INS Delhi was 
i commissioned on November IS, 1997 as a 
' part of the Indian Navy's expansion plans 
: to enhance and consolidate its "blue water 
capabilities''. 

The 6,7()0-tonne destroyer is a 
dedicated command and control ship and 
carries a greater punch in the form ot 16 
j surface-to-surface missiles (Uran), smart 


developed in-house coinputer-aided 
mulL-medin packages to help l’nglInvl^ 
and sailors undergo training before 
actually working on the shijts. 

First sail training ship commissioned 
NDIA'S fir'd-ever sail training ship 
Turun^iiii was commissioned at 
Mormugao Port on November 12, 1997. 

Tarani^im is the .list sail training ship 
ever built in the world and the first one of 
its kind to be built in south-east Asia 
though Indonesia and Malaysia possess 


degree in aeronaiitiial engineering troin 
I’un:ib linginoering College, Chandigarh 
111 1982 She got her Master ol Science 
degree in aerospaie engineering from 
University ot lexas, in 1984 and Doctorate 
of philosoj'hy in aerospace engineering 
Irom University of C!olorado in 1988 
Selected by NASA in LX'cember 1994_ 
Ms (. havvla reported to the Johnsou Space 
(. entn- in March 1995. After completing a 
year ot training and evaluation, she was 
assigned to work technical issues tor the 
Astronaut Otficc FVA/Robotics and 
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Computer Hriinches. She served <is <i 
mission specialist oii the crew ol the , 
Columbia spacc-sluiltle mission STS-87 

Jaian, Bimal 

T Hh new (iox ernor of the RBI, he has ; 

held several positions in the ; 
government such as finance secretary, ! 
banking secretary and chief economic j 
advisor. 1 le was India's executiv e director 
on the hoard of the International Monetary 
Fund during 1988-89. Durmg 1993-93, he ■ 
was tile executive director at the World 
Bank before moving into the Planning ' 
Commission as member-secretary He has ; 
written two books about the ecoiuimy, and 
is an advocate of opening up of the \ 
economy and closure of lo.s.s-inaking PSUs 

Kalam, A.P.J. Abdul 

N OTFD scientist and pioneer ot India's ' 
missile technology, Avil Pakir : 
Jalaluddin Abdul Kalam is the winner ol \ 
the Bharat Ratna 1W7, the second scientist 
after Horn' Phabha to receive the <iward. 
Born on OLtober 15, 1931, he initially , 
worked in the DRIXI and joined ISRO in 
1963 I le contributed to the 31 ,V-3 to inject , 
the Rohini siitellite and then rejoined as 
Director of the DKDO Liboratory (DRDI.) 
in Hyderabad He is also the scientific 
advisor to the Defence Minister. 

RESEARCH 

UNESCO Bans Human Cloning 

T he UN (.ultural and Scientific 
(Irganisation (U.NF'SCO) adoj'ted a 
dei laration on human genomes, on 
November II, 1997 which outlaws human 
cloning 

The 25-.Ai ticle declaration establishes 
universal ethical criteria tor leseanh on 
the human '>,enonie and iU uses in an 
attempt to allow freedom of imjiiiry, but 
to prevent possible .ibusi. 

Ihe text proclaims the individual's 
right to dignity and hum.in rights, 
whatever his genetic characteristics In ' 
adopting the declaration, the 186 [ 
signatories ol the UN Charter, pledged to : 
prevent practices contrary to human i 
dignity, such as human cloning 

The declaration calls for wider 
publication of scientific knowledge on the , 
human genome and better research . 


capabilities tor developing countries, but 
is not binding 

UNh'SC'D's committee on biological 
ethics look tour years to draw up the 
declaration, which was adopted in July 
by the committee before being submitted 
to all UNF^CO members. 


Micro Air Vehicles 

T ills Is the latest in miniaturisation : 

The Pentagon's Defence Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPAl has 
awaixled a multi-million dollar contract 
to develop inicro air vehicles, a fleet of 
tiny airplanes, no more than six inches 
long, capable of conducting communi¬ 
cations, reconnaissance and even lethal 
missions. 

The airplanes, no bigger than a man's 
hand, will perform a variety of missions 
at the brigade, platoon or lower levels in 
urban neighbourhoods, forests or 
mountains. They will be ideal for covert 
missions requi ring short flight and stealth. 

The vehicles were being developed 
to take advantage of revolutions in micro¬ 
electronics ,md micro-mechanics. Micro¬ 
components rapidly are becoming an 
option ti'r low-cost, 1 lighlv manoeuverable 
battlefield technology. 

Black holes prove Einstein's theory 

N FW observations suggest that 
enormous astronomical objects can 
actu.illy move space itself, just as Einstein 
suggested 80 years ago. 

Scientists at aii astronomv conlerence 
in Colorado USA, reported on November 
7, 1997 that rapidly spinning black holes 
and neut'on stars make the space around 
them swirl like water running down a 
dram 

■Albert Einstein's theory i.t general 
relaiivitv predicts that moving objects 
ought to generate a force in addition to 
gravity, just as movirig electrons generate 
a magnetic field on top of their electric 
one. That force can drag space around, 
Austrian physicists Josef Lense and Hans 
Thirring hail predicted in 1918. 

F.ver since, experimental physicists 
have sought a w'ay to prove Lense and 
Thirring right. A method developed by 
Italian astronomers 1 .uigi Stella and Mario 
Vietri came dose to make many scientists 


I quite confident the effect is real. 

I SPACE 

I Kaipana Chawla rides into space 

T he exciting space Odyssey of Indian- 
born astronaut Kaipana Chawla and 
team-mates on-board the US space shuttle 
Columbia brought closer to reality the 
! dream of building an international space 
I station Alpha. 

Chawla, the 37-year-old Karnal-bom 
I aerospace engineer, became the first 
1 Indian woman to go into space aboard 
j Columbia that blasted off from Kennedy 
I Space Centre on ivlovember 20, 1997. The 
i shuttle's six-member multinational crew 
1 deployed a free-flying satellite to study 
; the sun's outer atmosphere, conduct 
i micrograv ily and ozone experiments, and ' 
'• even grow plants and crystals. 

I The spectacular take-off was a proud 
: moment not only for India but also lor 
japan whose astronaut Takao Doi became 
. the first Japanese to walk in space. Other 
members of the crew included a Ukrainian 
cosmonaut Leonard Kadenyuk, who 
became the first Ukrainian astronaut to 
f ly on a US rocket, and US scientists Kevin 
I Kregel and Steven Lindsey 

Astronauts grab errant satellite : A 
■ $ 10-million solar observatory that 
■ escajied the grip of Ihe shuttle Columbi.i s 
robot arm was plucked from orbit by two 
I spacew'alking astronauts 

NASA's Winston Scott and Japanese 
astronauts Takao Doi, perched in bulky 
■ spacesuits on opposite sides ot 
Columbia's cargo bay, reached out and 
' grabbed the 3,00(l-pound (I 360 kg) 

' Spartan satellite early on November 25, 
1997. 

Film to be shot aboard Mir 
i T3IJSSI AN movie director Yuri Kara has 
1 X^lanned to make a madc-in-spacc 
: film shot aboard the Russian space 
! station Mir. 

It will be shot by astronauts with the 
! backdrop of outer space. He also hopes to 
I approach big-name Hollywood actors 
I such as Jolin Travolta and Tom Hanks, 

I who acted in the film Apollo 13. 
j Kara plans to have the film shot in 
1 1998, on an estimated budget of some 80 
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million dollars, and he has received 
permission from the Russian space agency. 


THE SUCCESS STORY 



I I.aunch 

Satellite 

Laaiwh date 

weight (kg) 

ISRO takes over CEOS chairmanship 

; S1.V3-E1 

RTP 

10.08,79 

35.00 

TNDIAN expertise in satellites has 

i S1V3-E2 

RS-1 

18 07 SO 

3x00 

JLreccived international recognition 

! SLV3-D1 

RS-D-l 

.81 0581 

.3850 

with the Indian Space Research 

i SLV.8-D: 

KS-D-2 

17.04 83 

41,50 

Organisation (ISRO) taking over 

1 ASI.V-I)1 

SROSS-l 

2403 87 

144.80 

chairmanship of the CEOS, the apex 

ASLV-D2 

SROSS-II 

130788 

149.10 

body which co-ordinates space-based 

i AS1.V-D3 

SROSS-C 

2005.92 

106.00 

earth observation systems. 

■ I’SLV-Dl 

IR.8-1F 

20.0993 

847,00 

'The ISRO took over from the French 

I ASLV-D4 

SR0SS-('2 

04.9594 

11 .! 00 

national space agency at the 11th plenary 

! INV-Dl 

1RS-P2 

151094 

80400 

meeting which concluded in Toulosf', 

; l'SI,V-D3 

1RS-P3 

21 03 96 

'>22.00 

France, on November 21, 1997. 

PSIV-Cl 

IPvS-lD 

2‘)0‘1.97 

120.100 

ISRO will host the secretariat of the 

! l'i.IV-C2 

IRS-P4,'KirSAT-3 - 

— 


C liOS and steer its activities till No\’embcr, 
1998, when the 12th plenary will be held 
al Bangalore. 

With earth observation satellites 
launched by different countries 
providing data, CEOS has the 
important role of coordinating earth 
observation missions to ensure data 
services to users. 

ISRO begins work on PSLV-C2 

T he Indian Space Research 
Organisation is preparing for a 
conunerci.il launch ol a loreign satellite 
on the next Polar Satellite l.aunch 
Vchicle-l>SI,V-C2. 

The launch vehicle will carry the 
Indian Remote .Sensing satellite (IRS-P4) 
and a South Korean satellite KITSAT-3. 
The I’Sl.V serie*-' has already proved its 
capability to be a commercial launch 
vehicle. In September 1997 the PSIV-Cl 
had launched the IRs-lD into an orbit. 
India's present launchers can put 1.2-toniie 
class satellites into polar synchronous 
satellites. 

ISRO's commercial launch cost, 
estimated to he competitive and less 
than world average, depends on the 
ability of. the organisation to 
repetitively manufacture launchers for 
frequent launches and 'a busy'business 
scenario. 

India has so far had about four 
failures in its 12 launches, which is an 
above the average performance when 
compared to countries such as China and 
Japan which arc on the learning curve of 
the launch business. 


As launch vehicles cannot be tested 
completely on the ground, a few 
developmental flights are the only way to 
, figure out the characteristics of all the 
systems imder a real, dynamic environment. 

; (^nly through failures during this stage ol 
' development does any spacecraft and Intmch 
; manufacturer discover the limitation of 
■ certain systems in flight 

Tor instance, the hrst Sl.V-'l flight had 
shown a problem in the second stage 
control system. But the second Augmented 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASI ,V} flight gave 
an understandmg ot technical complexities 
during atmospheric flight, though most of 
the systems worked perfectly 

When tlie newer IN V-Di coukl nol pul 
the Siitellite into orbit, tlie pist-flight analysis 
showi'd tlut a smixither transition was ncedevl 
from the sivond to tlie Umf stage and tlie 
soltwari' nivded to lx* further qualified, a 
i pnoljlem tliat had Ic'd to tlu’ Fuixipi'.in Space 
i Agency's .Vriane V exploding over Trench 
, (’.uvana ton’sts List vear. 

MISCELLANY 

India Tops in HlV-infccted persons 

I NDIA has the largest number of HI\'- 
infected p'rsons in any country. More tiian 
; .TO million people worldwide an* living with 
! the vines and some 16,(XX) new victims are 
I infected eve:y day, the United Nations 
I reported on November 26,1997. Ihe UN AIDS 
I report showed that pn-vious figiues under- 
: estimated tlie contagion's reach by a third. Tt 
I says tliat one in every 100 sexually active 
I adults worklwide is infected with HIV, and 
i only one in 10 knows of being infected. 


I If current transmission rates hold 
I steady, by the year 2(X)0 the number of 
I people living with HIV/ AIDS will soar to 
I 40 million. Since the start of the AIDS 
; epidemic in the 198Us, about .1.8 million 
j cliildren under the age of l.S have been 
I infected. A total of 2.7 million of them have 
i meanwhile dicxi. 

About 90 per cent of children from 
HIV positive mothers were infected 
I during pregnancy, at birth or during 
; breastfeeding. Some 5.8 million people 
; were inlectcd in 1997, and an estimated 
: 5.8 million were, infected in 1996, up trom 
the count of 8.1 million people th.il doctors 
estimated a yi'ar ago 

! The report said Asia's AIDS epidemic 
! is mote recent than that of Africa's though 
; India's three million to live million HIV- 
! infected peofile make it tlu country with 
, the most HlV-infectcd in tlu- world. 

' Asia's Biggest Radar 

T he new National Mesosphere 
Stratosphere Troposphcix* Radar I'acility, 

■ which is world's second largest radar and 
Asia's biggest, has startexi operating 

l-ixated in a valley in the eastern t .hats 
' at Gadanki, .86 kins fmm Tirupati in Andhra 
I’radesh, the MST was set up four years ago. 
Ihe radar provides critical data on wind 
magnitude and tlie height gradient of wind 
(spml al different hoightsV—two key tacloi-s 
that ellect a rockeT'. tra)eclor\ These two 
parameters have lu\>n found to match well 
at Gadanki and Sriharikota, 8(1 kins awav 
trom it, .iiul can be corn'i.ited. Space scientists 
use balliKUis to estimate wind parameters at 
the launch site The radar luar liriipali is 
: now providing data during this crucial 
period, as wu'll as ba. k-up data to confirm 
balloon data from Sriharikota Ihe data will 
help create long-term database for future 
roiket l.iuiuh missions of PSIV and the 
; upcomingf'.tHisynehronousSalellitclaunch 
, Veluclc ((.SLV). 

With India going in for bigger rockets 
carrying larger satellites, wind 
infi'rmation at the launch site has become 
critical. Since it is extremely difficult to 
I build and impossible to swing siu h a huge 
radar, scientists have built a system of 1024 
I smaller antennae arranged in 82 rows and 
32 columns, that together provide an 
effective area of 12,500 square metn’. 
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BADMINTON 

SAS Champions Cup 

]r-ROr\ van I)ijkol'Hi)llaiici bval I’lilU'la (iopidiaiul nf India hi 
lift thr SAS C hainpions Cup hvld at Dornbirn, Austria. 

CRICKni 

India-Sri Lanka Test Scries 

AR.AVINDA di> Silva hit Ins tourth hundred in three Tests at 
Moliali to steer Sri I anka through .1 dillieult last day tn tiraw the 
first Test against India 

I he second Test match at Nagpur was abandoned clue to 
rams India sci>ri‘d •trt.'i but Sri Lanka did not get a chance to 
begin their leplv. 

The last Test at Mumbai ended in an exciting draw. India 
had one day to bowl-out Sri Lmk.i. Sri Lanka recjuired to make 
runs in 90 overs to win the lest In Ihe end, rains came to Sri 
l,anka's rescue as match ended v\ith sixteen mandatory overs 
yet to be bovc led and India rei|iiirmg three more' wickets to win. 

Australia-New Zealand Test Series 

AUSTRAI IAN paceman (ilenn Mctirath overcame a leg injury 
to lieslrov' New Zealand and set up a lh6-rim win in the first 
Test at the Cabba in Brisbane. 

The second Test saw paceman Simon Cook making a dream 
debut with a five-wicket haul as Australia beat New Zealand by 
an innings and 70 runs at Peitb 

In tile Itiird and final Test at llobarl, Simon Doull and 
Shayne O'Connor held off .111 Australian push for a series cic'an 
sw'eep with a dogged (i4-ball kis| wicket stand. 

Pakistan-West Indies Test Scries 

-MlJSH'IAQ Ahmed had a li\e-wicket haul ot the match as 
Pakistan beat West Indies by an innings and 19 runs in the first 
lest mati !i at Peshawar 

HOCKEY 

Surjit Memorial 'trophy 

PUN'IAB Police claimed Ihe trophy iieatmg tradiliouai rivals 
i’im)ab and Sind Bank 4-2 m the tiiial held at lalandhar 

SWIMMING 

National Aquatic Championships 

R/MLWAYS w(>n the men's team chanipionshiji, lor the first time 
since r992. Karnataka won the women's team cham, onship. 
N'lsha Millet was adgidged the best swimmer ol the meet while 
Kailash Nath of Police and Sebastian Xa' ier of Railways shared 
the pri/e in the men's section. 

TENNIS 
Davis Cup 

SVVEDLN w'on the Davis Cup when they took a 3-0 lead in the 
final against the Unitc^d States by winning the doubles. It was 
Sweden's sixth triumph in the competition. 
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Ihe Examiners Guess Quesnens 


0- WhcTC hcis Indui's Icirgi’sl and most 
comprdu'nsivf lontcMvncc centre opened 
recently’ 

Ans. "Habitat World", India's largest 
and most comprehensive conl'eren e 
centre with speciality restaurants and 
venues to exhibit performing aiul creative 
arts, is in New Delhi's India Habitat 
Centre. 

Q. Which lamous personality quoted 
W.b V’at'- line "In dreams begin 
responsibilities" on television recently? 

Ans. Diana Hayden, who won the 
Miss World tor 1W7. 

Q, When ivas the International Dav 
ol the Disabli'd I’ersons observed' 

Ans. December 3, l^i)? 

0- When was Ihe World Disaster 
Reduction Dav observed’ 

■Ans. IVtober S, 

0 When was Ihe tdobal loiime 
Deficier.iv Disorders [)a\ observed"’ 

.4ns. Octobei ?.l, bW7 

0 VV'liere was the coimlry's first 
■ levatecl train 'Vstem inaugurated 
eceiith' 

Ans. Chennai. I he ID..'^ kin long Mass 
Rapid "Iransil Ssslein hMRIS) between 
Mylaporeaiul beach station is (wpecled to 
carry (' lakh p.issengers a day 

Q. W'hat IS Ihe "Inwards 2lJ()l'' 
initialiv v! 

Ans. Id commemorate .Stl vesrs ot 
Indian independence, a nia)or trade fair 
"fndo-brilish Partnership; Tirwaids 2000" 
was organised in New IVlhi o.i October 
14-10. 1*^97. Ihe exhibition w.is opened by 
Queen lili/abeth and was organised by 
Britain’s Department of Trade and 
Industry (DI'I) in cooperation with 
''."onlederation.of Indian Industry (Cll). 

Q. Which controversial film has been 
lel^p because the Central Board of Pilm 
Certification has not cleared't? 

Ans. Kama Sutra, directed by Mira 
sair. It was to have been released on 


October 17, 1907 imi the release was 
postjioned as the C entral board ot film 
Certification is still to i 'i-ar the dubbed 
Hindi, lamil and Telegu versions 

Q. Name the Indian who has been 
selected bv NAS.A as a mission specialist 
I on the November launch of the space 
shuttle Columbia? 

Ans. Kalpana Chawla, w-ho was born 
in Karnal 

Q Where did Prime Minister l.K. 
CiU|ral unveil the statue ol Mahatma 
Ci.indhi recently.’ 

Ans. At ]in|a, w'hich is situated at Ihe 
source ol a river. 

Q Which Cerman artiste, known tor 
her 'soundscape" compositions, 
pre.senled her art m New Delhi recently? 

Ans. Hildegard Westerkamp from 
Vancouver, Canada. In a "soundscape", 
the musiLian tomposes from tin. sounds 
ol his einironment. bhe held workshops 
at Max Muellei bhawan in New Delhi and 
also presented a i om|iosition, "Soundwalk 
through Delhi" 

Q. Where was the summit ol the 
' Conimonvveallh held recently ’ 

Ans. 1 dinburgh. it was the lirst lime 
111 2t! r ears Ih.il brilain had hosted such a 
. gatlu rmg, I he next summit u ould he held 
in Smith Alrica m J999 

Q Which taciiity has recently heen 
extended to troops stalioiv’d at the Siaclien 
glacier’’ 

Ans. The soldiers posted in Si.icheii, 
the world’s highest, coldest and most 
' oxpensive-to-mamtain hailletield. can 
I now call up relatives and Iriends Irom the 
1 Sub.scriber Trunk Dialling (STD) Piiblii 
j Call Offices tPtOs) specially esiahlished 
; in the glacier region 

Q. Name the vehicle that broke the 
I sound barrier on the ground Wiiu was 
i driving if’ 

i Ans. The 16.5 m supersonic jet- 
powered automobile was called Thn.st 


It was driven by Andy (ireen, a pilot in 
britain's Koval .Air force. It was driven in 
a desert in Nevada at an average of 1,22H 
km/h, higher than the speed ot sound ol 
1,204 km/h 

0- Name Ihe author ol the book, A 
S/diic fur [hum/ I'isinr, who died recently. 
Ans. Harold Robbins 
Q Name the lormer Chief lixei utive 
ol Coca Cola, who died rexentlv? 

.Ans. Roberto k’ Co/ueta 
Q. Under whidi Article ot the 
Constitution did President K K 
Narayanan letuse to accept a Cabiiwt re¬ 
commendation’ ' 

Ans. Article 74( 1) of the Constitution. 
Mr Narayanan liecamc the first President 
ot the country to refu.se to accept a Cabinet 
recommendation for imposing C entral 
rule in Utlar Pradesh 

Q. Who has been appointed a 
Cii'vernor ol Reserve bank of India’ 

Ans. bimal lalan. He was earlier 
membei-secretary ol the Planning 
Commission 

Q. Who has replaced Madan lal as 
manager ol the Indian i-icket team’ 

■Ans Ansluim.m C.aekwad 
Q. Where ivas the 10th him tfstival 
lor children lield recentlv' 
Ans..llvderal\id 

Q. .Name the Indian w ho was elected 
to Ihe l-.xei utive board ol llie UNl-SCCX 
Ans. Ifmeamral .Muchkund Duhev. 

^ jQ. .N.ime the person who has become 
the lirsi woman Prime Minister (4 New 
Zealand. 

Ans. fenny Shipley. A former schiHil 
teacher, hei appointment was approved 
I after Prime Minister Jim bolger agreed to 
i resign rather than lose the leadership 
challenge. 

Q. Name the famous Chinese 
dissident who was freed by C.’hina recently. 

Ans. Wei Jingsheng He was released 
alter 18 years in prison. 
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flUiioiiitnieiits Etc 


Appointii), El in FI) Etc . 

Nikliil Clmkrahiirty. Ho has boon 
appoinlod Chairman of tho Prasar Bharati 
Corporation. 

S S Gill. Ho has boon appointed Chief 
I'xooutivo of tho I’rasar Fiharati 
C.'orporation 

Rajan Mill liar He has been appointed 
India's Ambassador to Israel 

Richard /'. Cclcilc Ho has boon 
appointed US Ambas-sador to India, 

E.N Rum Mohan: Ho Jias boon 
appointoil Director Conoral ol tlio Border 
Seturily I'orce (BSl'). 

M N ^ahhcni'al- He lias been 
appointed as the C'hiel of Ihe Central 
Rcser\'e Police Porci' (CRPI'). 

Nikhil Kumar: He has been appointed 
as Special Secretary incharge of Internal 
Seciirily in the Ministry ot I lomc Affairs 


DiSTiNOLisiiEn Visitors 

F.mil Coiistantincscu: President of 
Itotnania. 

Yasser Arafat: Palestinian President. 

Cassaiii Uiccni: President of 
Viaiiritius. 

Pliiisr Compaorc: President of Burkina 
Faso. 

Madeleine Alhri<^lil: US Secretary of 
Stale 

RkSICNED 

I'lirooii Aliinetl Khan ief>liari President 
ot Pakistan 

/ K Giijrai Prime Minister of India. 

Vaclav ClaiiS' Czech Premier. 

Died 

N.V.N. Somit. Minister ol State for 
Defence. 


EVENTS 


NOVEMBER 

It)—American surveillance planes resume 
flights over Iraq 

12 Unidcnlified gunmen shoot ilead lour 
.Aiueruans and a Pakistani in a hit 
and run attack in Karachi, hours alter 
a US court convicted a Pakistani 
national, Mir Aimal Kansi 

13-'Iraq orders all American weapon 
msi’i.' tors in the country to leave 
immediately, raising tears of a 
possible US military strike m 
retaliation 

- The Ciujarat governmenl, headeil by 
Dilip Parikh, wins the \ote ot 
confidence' 

—The Union Cabinet decides to repeal 
the Urban Land (C.'eiling and 
Regulation) Act, 1*^76, setting the 
stage for a sharp fall in land prices 
across the country. 

I'l—Minister of State tor Defence N.V.N. 
Somu, Major General Ramesh Nagpal 
and two pilots are killed in a 
helicopter crash in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 


! IS—The country's largest indigenously- 
built warship INS Delhi is 
commissioned. 

17— Muslim militants kill 74 people, 
including 61 tourists in the Pg\ ptian 
citv of l.uxoi 

18- An over crow'ded bus in Delhi, 
carrying school-children, plunges 
into the Yamuna, killing 28. 

2(1—Katpana Chawla, the first Indian 
woman to go into space, zooms into 
orbit aboard the space shuttle 
Columbia 

—A Moscow brokered deal ends Iraq's 
stand-off with the United Nations 
: over weapon inspections, 

i —At hast 2.3 people, including a six- 
member team of a private TV 
network, are killed in a bomb blast 
I outside a film studio in 

Hyderabad. 

I 24—Lok Sabha Speaker adjourns the 
! House sine die as the political crisis 

i arising from the Jain Commission 

1 interim report continues, 

j 28—Congress withdraws support to the 



Vah i' I 





I United Front government. Prime 

[ Minister I.K. Gujral resigns. 

} 

I 

: DECEMBER 

I 

j 2—Pakistan President Farooq Leghari 
1 resigns. 

j —Ranbir Sena extremists kill 60 CPI(ML) 

I supporters in Bihar in a worst-ever 
caste feud. 

4—President dissolves Lok Sabha and 
India heads for another elections, 
scheduled before March 15, 1998. 

I 6—Ten people are killed in three ' 
I train blasts in Tamil Nadu and 
; Kerala. 

I —A huge Russian Military cargo jet 

j crashes into a residential building in 

I a Siberian town killing all 46’ people 
aboard and more than 100 on the 
■ ground. 

7—The 35-month old Congress 
j go\ernment in Manipur, headed b\ 

I Chief Minister Rishang Keishing, is 

reduced to minority following a 
sphl in the Congress I egislature 
! Party 

I 


MILESTONES 

Diana Hayden: Miss Wi'rld, 1997. 

Nirad Choudhary; Eminent writer, 
who turned 100 on November 23,1997. 

Nanaji Deshmukh: Renowned 
social worker, who has been awarded j 
the National Integration Award by R.(i. I 
Joshi Foundation, Mumbai, for his I 
pioneering work in rural areas. 

! Mitra Sen: Film-maker and school 

teacher based in Canada, whose film, 
fust a Little Dot, has made a great impact 
; on human rights movement in the 
; country. 

Dalai Lama: Tibetan spiritual 
leader who has been awarded Uie first 
Paulos Mar Gregarious award for 
promoting inter-faith dialogue and 
cooptation. 

x^Manoj Mathur: He has been 
elected Vice-President of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in Geneva 

I___ I 
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Don Masters, 

he beginning of a new year brings for& hopes ] 

and achievements' that may Ue hidden* iti it. it 'h; 


introspect and decide not to repeat the adjdafc^^jiif 

years and. to go forward to greater heists, iiff 

brii^ to our readers a moreeomprdhensive Goyetageilndsidie f 

features. We are also tr3ring tojffovide tncmityreragriidlXi^^-' ®i? 

which affect us directly. This month's cover story'on CSobil . S 

Warming resulted out of that need to understand ^an^ on a 

global scale. 

The January issue was received well by readers. No sooner had . 
it hit the stands that we started receiving letters of readers 
telling us how helpful and inspirhtg it was. Regular readers. . 
have come to expect a bonanza in the spedal supplen^ent. In 
recent years, we have added a competition to die coyer atory,. ' • 
which gives a chance to youngsters to express themselves andto J 
win prizes. I 

' During the year we plan to bring out special issues on various ; 
careers and opportunities, to meet a long-standing requ^t of | 
our readers. These will contain comprehensive information and ■ i 
help In readers making their choices. Do send us your 
suggestions. ! 

j 

WUh all best wishes, 1 
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BOOKS WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON G.D7INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILI. APRIL .10, 1998. 



1. General Knowledge 

2. 15,000 Quc!itlon.« on 
General Studies 

.1. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. 

4. General .Science 

5. Objeclive Gen. Science 

6. Geography 

7. Indian History 

8. Indian Economy 

9. Indian Constitution 

10. in Practice Papeti si 
General Knealedpr/G.S. 

11. General Mental Ability 

12. Arithmetic 

13. Dictionary of Sdence 

14. Prevloas Papers 


Rs. ISW- 


Rs. .MHV- 
Rs. 140/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. lOtV- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. ISO/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 15(1/- 
Rs. 601- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. .50/- 


Rs. 2070/- 


1. etIOt-o OTflU’l 

2. •HIHi-O ftw-t 

3. 

4. WRl !»I 

s. nn?i 4>i 
6 . 

7. ttwi^nj *r5/3lwiJR 
100 

8. WI5IWJ jftr 
d4i*i(Aii 


1. General Knowledge R.s.'lSa/- 

2. General Science Rs. 200/- 

3. Geography Rs. 200/- 

4. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

5. Indian ConaUtution Rs. 150/- 

6. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

7. General English Rs. 120/- 

8 . 160 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 

9. Teat si Eiglish Language Rs. 150/- 

10. Cannon Errors la English Rs. 100/- 

11. Argunentatlrc Questions Rs. 100/- 

12.100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 
13. Paragiaph Writing Rs. 50/- 

lA Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

15. Model letters Rs. 70/- 

lILSynonyais k Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

17. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

18. Dictionary of Sdence Rs. 70/- 

19. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 

20. Interviews for AD Rs. lOQ/- 



Rs. 300/- 
R$. 150/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 120/- 


Rs. 1510/- 


1. General English Rs.l20/- 

2. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.lS0/- 

3. Comnea Erron is Eagiiih Rs.l00/- 

4. Test of Ea|lbh l.asgnage Rs.l50/- 

5. Reading Csnpreheasitn Rs. 70/- 

6. English Vocabulary Rs.lStV- 

7. Group Dlseiiasions Rs.l00/- 

8. Argunentalivt Questions Rs.lOtV- 

9. Synonyms k Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

10. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

11. Objective Maths Rs.l2Q/- 
IX SOOOQueftioasoa ArithnctlcRs.I60/- 

13. Data Interpretation Rs.l00/- 
lA Verbal Reasoning Rs.l20/- 

15. Test of Reasoning Rs.lS0/- 

16. 161 M.T.P. OB Reasosing Rs.l50/- 

17. Interviem for AD Rs.l00/- 
lA General Knowledge Rs.l50/- 

19. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs.l40/- 

20. Business G.K. Rs. 40/- 


Rs. X310/- 




Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 70/- 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/ 

2. 50M.T.P.onG.K. Rs.l40/ 

3. Indian Constitution Rs. 61V 

4. General .*k1mre Rs. 20(V 

5. Geography Ra.20<V 

6. Indian History Rs. 200/ 

7. Dictionary of Sdence Rs. 70/ 

8. Objective Maths Rs. 121V 

9. 5606 Questinss os Arithnetic Rs. 160/ 

10. General English Rs. 12(V 
11.100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/ 
IXTest of English Language Rs. 15(V 
IXCanmoi Errors is English Rs. 100/ 
IA Group Discussions Rs. 100/ 

15. Interviews for All Rs. 100/ 

16. English Conversation Rs. 150/ 

17. English V ocabulary Rs. 150/ 


Total: Rs. 2320/- 


’• if \ 

i 'X ^ ViS/VM'i 


1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2. 5000 Qnealloni on Chemiilry 100 

3. 5000 Questions on Botany 100 

4. 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5. Genera] Science 200 

6. Objective Science 100 

7. 3000 Questions on Sdence 100 

8. Dictionary of Sdence 70 


1. General Knowledge 

Ks. 

150/- 

2. S0M.T.P.onG.K. 

Rs. 

140/- 

3. Goicral English 

Ks. 

12(V-I 

4. I00M.T.P.onEngDsh 

Rs. 

1.50/- 

5. Teat tf Esgliah Lsagiiigt 

Rs. 

istv- 

6. Reading Comprehension 

Rs. 

70/- 

7. Commaa Errara ii Eaglith 

Rs. 

KNV- 

8. 100 Important Essays 

Ks. 

50/- 

9. Paragraph Writing 

Rs. 

5IV- 

10.Preris Writing 

Rs. 

6(V- 

11. Model Letters 

Rs. 

7(V-> 

IX English Vocabulary 

Rs. 

15(V- 

13.Synonyms k Antonyms 

Rs. 

7(V- 

IA IiUoms & Phrases 

Ks. 

7(V- 

15. Group Discussions 

Rs. 

KMV- 

lAArguDtnliliTc Qutslioas 

Rs. 

lOtV- 

17.5666 Qaeslitas as Arithmetir 

Rs. 

160/- 

1A Test of Reasoning 

Rs. 

15(V- 

19.166 M.T.P. on Rtiioning 

Rs. 

15(V- 

20. Verbal Reasoning 

Rs. 

120/- 

21. Data Inlerprelalion 

Rs. 

KHV- 

2X Interviews for All 

Rs. 

100/- 


Rs. 2-380/- 



1. General Knowledge Rs.l5tV- 

2. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs.ldtV- 

3. Indian t'nnstltuK >n Rs. 6tV- 

4. English Vocabulary Rs.15(V- 

5. 5060 Qunliaas os ArtlhBrllr Rs.l 6tV- 

6. Test of Reasoning Rs.lStV- 

7. 106 M.T.P. an RtasaalDg Ks.l5IV- 

8. Objective Geography R.S. 6tV- 

9. Objective Sdence Rs.tOO/- 

10. General English Rs.120/- 

11. Teal si Eiglish Laiguagr Rs.l50/- 
IX 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.lStV- 

13. Ctnusi Errari ia Eigliih Rs.l0tV- 

14. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

15. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

lA Preds Writing Rs. 60/- 

17. Model I.eUers Rs. 70/- 

lA Interviews for All Rs.100/- 


: Rs.226a/- 

Total! 

1U.870 

Total 


^ iSi " t V i r I ^ if 

^ X*)! HSK 


1. English Cimvcrsatlon Rs. 150/- 

2. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

3. General English Rs. 12tV- 

4. Caomaa Errors Is Eagliih Rs. lOtV- 

5. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 7tV- 

6. Synonyms k Anionymi Rs. 70/- 

7. 100 Important pjisaysRs. 50/- 

8. Paragraph Writing Rs. StV- 

9. Precis Writing Rs. 6iV- 

lA Model Letters Rs. 7fV- 

II. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. ISIV- 
IX Test of Eagliih Lasguagt Rs. I5(V- 
IX Rrading Conprthrislan Rs. 70/- 
14. Argumtniallvr Qutslloss Rs. lOtV- 


Tofal 


Rs. 1360/- 



1. Group Discussions Rs. lOtV- 

2. Interviews for AU Rs. KHV- 

3. Ariumrilatlrr QuMtiosi R.s. 100/- 

4. Quotations for All Rs. 50/- 

5. English Conversation Rs. 150/- 

6. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

7. Paragraph Writing Rs. S(V- 

8. English Vocabidar-y Rs. 15(V- 

9. Gerteral Knowledge Rs. 150/- 


Total: Rs. 900/- 


1. .Sludcrils may buy tin- complete 
‘SucccB Pack' nr any book/huoks. 

2. Free Books worlli Ks. 20(V- will lie 
sent to those students only wlio buy our 
full ‘Success Pack' of any course. To 
avail of Ibis offer the students may 
dedud an amount of Rs. 2001- from tlie 
total cost of the ‘Success Pack’ .-u given 
above witllc sending the amount by 
MX>./Bank Draft. 

3. For free postage, please send the 
full amount in advatwe by M.O/Bu)k 
Draft on Uie above .vddress. For V.PJP. 
send Rs. 20(V- by M.O. os advance. 

4. Writr your name, addre« and the 
name of the ‘Success Pack', clearly In 
capital letters on the M.O. Coi^n or In 
the letter. 

'is***!' <¥>,«•/! r?®..a ' L- 














































nmns: HMM 

Till- hvi,l ill'll li’tlrr- nf the monlli, ap- 
pi'iiriii;^ ill the Ihk\, //((TV hmt ini’tirdediipriiri' 
oj lODMUciuii. Renders lire ininicd ill aend 
IIS their t'lni's on topics covered in this issue, 
you eon tilso e-mnil your response to 
deshivrhl.vsnl.net.in. 7he deiision of the i 
I dilois inl! he fiiiiil | 

BIOTECHNOLOGY; AN EYE OPENER | 

Your cover story on biotechnology was : 
an eye-opener. Till now 1 was not aware of i 
how developed countries may use tlic new j 
technology to control poor countries, It is | 
shocking that we may actually lose our | 
plant and genetic wealth because of i 
lopsided patent laws which favour the rich 
cemntnes India must develop its a’search 
facilities so that hio-piracv by the West can 
be controlled and the country can obtain 
patents on its traditional knowledge before 
Other countries do 

Bhiirat Hiiriii 
Puiiipiil. Ihiryaiiii 

You hax'e realh' aroused mv interest in 
biotechnology h v\as a superb article and 
covered many unknown aspet'ts Being a 
student ('I science, I am tnspia’d lo take up 
biotechnology as a career and be on the 
forefront on the technology in our coiintrv. 

/Vis/ii. Mislira 
Vnrtiihis!. [//fill Pradesh 

PLIGHT OF THE EDUCATED 

Yoni earliei teature on education and 
the cvwei store’ ot lannarv issue aptlv 
sum up the inlellectual scenario of the 
lonntrv It marks a ladical departuie in 
the normal thinking in the lonntry. J hope 
the arlule triggers .1 chain reaction and 
people start using their education to arrest 
till' decline in national matters. Acquiring 
education 01 a resp'Onsilile job is not a 
degree to be< ome arrogant, as government 
oflicials think, but to help others and to do 
somelhine, ha the c'ountry. 

bheojee S/iiy/( 
Patna, Bihar 

LANDMINES BAN 

Your special teature on landmines 
described the huge problem lacing the 



world. The work of Jody Williams is 
remarkable but she has a long way to go, 
since she must get the support of USA, 
China and other countries for the ban. The 
Nobel Prize has brought the sufferings of 
innocent people in the limelight. The 
world must get together and agree to a 
ban as proposed by the ICBI, as these arc 
pernicious w capons. 

laspreet Aiiand 
Amritsar, Punjab 


j 

i 


GOD OF SMALL THINGS | 

Your review of The God of Small Things | 
Imiuglit out the secret behind its success. | 
Tlie appeal of the bixik hes in the picture of ' 
tlie world of tvc'o children as seen by them, i 
The language and the narrative weave j 
around their world and the books builds an | 
emotional texture tliat Is rare. 1 hope you 1 
will continue to publish such leviews. 

Rajat Subhra Maiiinidar : 

Ketiijjram, West Beiifjal : 

SUCCESS STORIES < 

I have been »elei.ted for the MB.A : 
course by Pun|ab rcchnical University My 
succc'ss, to a great extent, is due to the 
vahiabh' and precious intormation ■ 
published in the ('oxii'innos Masiik.-; 
^'ollr I'.usness (.jK section and test papers 
an' exc client. 1 thank you for bringing this '■ 
turning point in my life. i 

Suresh Kumar ' 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab '■ 


I have been selected as an Assistant ' 

I 

Station Master by the Iviilwav Recruitment 
Bciard, Calcutta The credit for my ■-uccess ; 
goes to the (. (ivii’M ino\ Masti k The ■ 
magazine helped me a lot in prcparaticm I 
. tor the exam and interview. 

Si/ra; Kumar 
Silamarlii, Bihar 

NEW YEAR ISSUE 

Your January issue was a real treat. : 
' Ihe beautiful calendar and thought | 
provoking messages will be very helpful I 
. and inipiriiig to young people. Thank you! 1 

Sohajf Biswas : 

' Nadia, West Benj^ol ! 

i I'.very month 1 sec some interesting \ 
changes in your magazine. It is not just a ! 


LET US STOP COMPROMISING 

Educated people are the backbone 
of a nation. Their lust, dishonour and 
unwillingness to work for the country 
is responsible for our dismal state. It 
is the educated people who must act 
as a counter lo the corrupt politicians. 
The remedies that were indicated in 
your cover feature, depend on the 
honesty and actions of individuals. If 
we keep compromising, things will 
keep getting worse. But if we all refuse 
to lio illegal things, the leaders will 
have no option but to reform 
themselves. 

Sanjoy Chanda 
Chinsurah, West Bengal 

USE BIOTECHNOLOGY TO SAVE 
SPECIES 

The developments in 
bjoteclinology arc no doubt wonderful 
but may w'cll jeopardise our future. 
Just to increase our lifespan or to 
improve our appearance, we are 
playing with animals and 
experimenting on them. Ihe danger 
of the spread (^f disiiases is very real, 
as pointcTd by you. Already we have 
seen diseases crossing the animal 
barrier in the lorm of Ihe mad cow 
disease and bird tiu. We may tlnis be 
sitting on a time bomb. 

What is more important is tha* 
we should stop our reckles.^ 
destruction and start protecting 
species from disappearing. Uloning 
may be a way lo save species already 
on tlie verge nf extinction. Rather than 
clone human beings, scientists should 
devote their time to what can be done 
lo save other species. 

Supnya Acharya 
Sambalpur, Orissa 


magazine that helps in making careers but 
also develops the personality and offers 
information which is very useful for any 
young person. Every article is well 
presented and very readable. I preserve 
every copy for reference. Congratulations 
to your team. 

jaishankar Prasad 
New Delhi 
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Do you always use the right word'’ Can you 
pionuunce it- and spell it correctly'’ Do you know 
how to avoid illiterate expressions’’ Do you speak 
grajiimatically. without embarrassing mistakes? 

If the answer to any of these questions is NO, you 
need our books ' No tricks, no mantras. Simple 
step -by-step methodology. Learn to use the language 
with great confidence and sure success. Develop 
your speech, vocabulary, spelling and writing with: 

I!'’-. • - ‘ r . 

1' Si, 

Word Power Made Easy - 1997 80 

How to Read Better & Fasiei 160 

Dictionary of Correct Spelling 75 

Correct Spelling Made Easy 75 

Better English 75 

Instant Word Power 120 

Instant Spelling Power 150 

R..S V.P - Reading. Spelling, Vocabulary, 
Pronunciation . Book I. 2. J each 60 

Roget’s Thesaurus in Dictionary form 100 

Rapid Vocabulary Builder 50 

!t0 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary 60 

■V;'.ys-V 
'-■■■ •’lite't’ - <• ■. 

Six Weeks to Words of Power 60 

Word Ongins & their Ruinaniic Stones 100 


'■ ■»'.r tsv. ■' {wit'VV ‘■v-w.' 








All About Words 

, How to Build a Better Vocabulary 
Questions you wanted to ask about English 


75 

7.5 

75 


Dictionary of English Idioin.s 100 

Diet of Slang & Unconventional English 8S 
Jerome Agel Test 5'our Woid Power 50 

Levine; The Joy of Vocabulary 75 

David Muschell ■ Where in tfie Word 60 

SRI.. Speed Reading .Made Easy 50 

N. Rogers How to Speak without Fear 7 5 
Roget's Thesaurus in Dictionary Fuim 100 
,M.Gupta: The Wacky World of Words 50 

Morgan : Handbook of Quotations 100 

Langenscheidt: Webster English Dictionary SO 

...., 

Muqihy's Law i other Reasons Why Things 
Go Wrong Books 1,2,3 each 50 

How to Grow people into Self-starter 75 

Autobiography of a Western Yogi 95 

Darwin ; The Ongin of Species 75 

Miller ; Dictionary of Dreams 95 

Bloomsbury (U.K j : Dictionary of Sex 75 
L.C. Gupta . Know About Your Health 80 
L C. Gupta : Sex and Health in Hindi 60 

BliXimsburv (U.K f • Good Health Guide 15n 


John Ayto • Dictionary of Word Ongins IbO 
Dictionary of Contemporary Slang 100 

Dictionary of Phrase ft. Illusion 75 

Laurence Urdang - Dictionary of Differences 75 
J. Green - Diet of New Words since 1960 90 

Dictionary of Popular Phrases 75 

Bloomsbury ; Dictionary of Quotations 175 

Thematic Dicttonary of Quotations 175 

Quotations : "Who Said What When" 150 

Mattin Manser - Good Word Guide 75 

Bloomsbury ; Crossword Lists 75 

Dictionary of Science for Everyone 75 

''."A., - A^:. 1 ■ as-as -a.i.c’I 

Essential information in a nutshell, illustrated 
Dictionary of Biology 
Dictionary of Chemistry 
Dictionary of Physics 
Dictionary of Science 
Dictionary of Geography 
Dictionary of Mathematics 
Dictionary of Computers 
Dictionary of Medical Terms 
Dictionary of Confusible Words 
Dictionary of Quotations 
Dictionary of Spelling 
Dictionary of the Environment 
Pocket Hutchinson Encyclopedia 
Guide to Countries of the World 
Pocket English Usage 
Pocket Quir Book 
Dictionary of Science (Big size) 

Dictionary of DifficuU Words 

GOYL SaaB : Dictionary of Sociology 
GOYL SaaB : Dictionary of Anthropology 
GOYL SaaB ; Dictionary of Psychology 
GOYL SaaB : Dictionary of Geology 




TOEFL 



GRE 


-- t 


Arco'S CMAT-/99fl edition 275 

Arco's GRE-/998 edition 275 

Arco'S TOEFL-J 998 edition 250 

Arco's TOEFL : with 2 cassettes 355 

Arco’s SAT 295 

Arco's CRE. Engineering ISO 

Arco's GRE: Computer Science ISO 

Arco's GflE; Biology 150 

How to Apply to American Colleges and 
Universities (vcm Camr enou, vsa) 

JTOEEL 

StPiffiaiBg 


GAHAT 


60 
60 
60 
70 
60 
60 


60 

60 

60 

70 

60 

60 

90 

70 

60 

60 

250 

725 

100 

120 

100 

100 
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Pocket FrenchUictionaryEng -Frc.-Eng 1 50 

PockeiOermanDiclionaryEng -Ger.-Eng. 150 

PackelSpani$hOictionaryEng.-Spa.-Eng. 1.50 

Pnckcl RussianDictionaiy Eng.-Russ.-Eng 1 bU 

Universal French Dictionary Eng -Fre.-Eng 70 

Universal German Dictionary Eng. -Ger. -Eng. 80 

Jiffy Language Pack French (Uni * ematt) 17 5 

Jifly Language Pack GermanrWdi tnueu) 175 

//at helle.'Ftench Made Easy (a«ai«>ninaM; 250 

S.'.v>svJ, .,“V. -iSStr.M', > .iA&vvKitSiMiJSWiB? 


lusson^by-Lesson instructions from Top Test Coochest 
An innovative concept in exam preparation. Arco's 
SuperCourses provide loioJ professional coaching 
programmes rontaining (he inside information, 
study plans, and lest taking siraicgies taught in 
leading test preparation schools and institutes 

Arco's SupeK!!ouive CRE 375 

Arco's SuperCoiirse GMAT 375 

Arco's SupcKiourse TOEFL 375 

.-.'.'J: 

What your I st Grader Needs to Know 150 

What your 2nd Grader Needs to Know 150 
What your 3rd Grader Needs to Know 150 

What your 4ih Grader Needs to Know 150 

What your Sih Grader Needs to Know 150 

What your 6th Grader Needs to Know 


I Indian History 
3. Physics 
5 History of India 
7 Gcnenl Science 


2. Psychology 
4. Chemistry 
6. World Geography 


Bums’.World Civilimon (Ancient) 
Bums.World Civlll^alion (Medieval) 

n.,»> ■ 


'25 

125 

65 

75 

200 

200 


Dr S.P.Cupta: Medical Emergencies 
Hughs; News Writing, 4th edn 
Understanding Mass Communication 
Dr.l D Aggaiwal’ Current Drug Therapy 


GOYALSaaB Books 
are available at ail leading bookshops. 
For V.Pf .-orden, please write to: 

W.R. GOYAL 

PMIshers Sr DistrHsuton 
$6 U.B. JAWAHAR NAGAR, 
Delhi. tin ntrr 













dURMe ceaigsi 

/ "NDIAN pufitics is once iij^ain in the melting pot. This time too j is BJP's Mr A.B. Vajfmyee. In a customar}/ fit of honesty, he put 
it is going to be a pot fullu or piirtlu filled with pottage for ' himself on record that ervrv member of Parliament begins his career 


lit is going to be a pot fully or partly filled with pottage for 
those for ivhom politics has become a lucralive trade. Horse- 
trading is already on as the Election Commission has announced 
its "decision" to complete the entire process by mid-March. In 
the locophony of wc-are-for- 
dcmocracy; loe-are-for-secularism, 

Scnia-enlers-politics (all sham and ■ i 

shame), we are constrained to ■ r.i, ip. .wsn.) 
comment that one significant I 
developmeni has not attracted the I 
attention it should liaiv—of expenses ■ 
incurred on and during general I 
elections. One great tragedy of this 
sham-secular polity has been that 
everything religious has become 
political, and everything political has f 1 7 v u I i 

become money tainted Suitcases are ilL 1. jL 1 

now only fog^^ii symbols! Ill ififT MT 

Vcf, Chief EAcctioii Cominiss- ", V. ^ X.T. 
ioner's letter to Prime Minister, calling V 
Rs 4.5 lakh ceiling r.rpenditure for 


Ht'll 


himself on record that ervry member of Parliament begins his career 
by making a false statement of money spent by him in his election. 
This is on oath! 

His statement proves only Iwo things: One, laws should be 
made only when they ran he 

- implemented. Two, that nation is best 

governed which is least governed! 

This should be crystal clear that 
within the gamut of the existing law, 
the law-makers and the law-breakers, 
Pjg ig if, f,,,- another r 'und of 

what has gone mildly in the name of 
“dirty politics" and "horse-trading". 
I It 's a different matter that in our 
<jO I political stables not many "horses" are 
j ] J ] I ^fft longer! 

( i ® I Manifestly, the issue is becoming 

I I I simpler. The cost of electing peoples' 

it .Jl'_ I representatives is becoming dearer by 
the day. One who spent, say 25 lakhs 
in past, now spends double or more the 


IW ltu> Mflif) 


candidatures for Lok Sabha as "absurd", is an understatement of the \ amount. Where does he get the money from? 


50 years since Indian's independence. Mr M.S. Gill raises it to 
"reasonable and practical limits". Reasonable and practical? The 
CEC must be living in a woolly world where goat-loving politicians 
with 40 crores under their bed-sheets and pillows are not unknown. 
The ceiling is sought to be raised to Rs 15 lakh for Ijok Sabha and 
Rs 6 lakh for assembly seats, respectively. Has our rupee jumped 
up many notches! 

Now, in this blessed country, called Bharat, there are few honest 
or truth-speaking politicians. One of them, as projected by the media. 


He is asked only to file an account of the expenditure! He 
is not asked to account for the source of the money. The last 
election cost was Rs 500 crores. Now, it would be Rs 800 crores. 
Who foots this petty (?) bill? It is a vicious circle. 

One solution lies in taxing the political party in proportion to 
the amount it spends on elections. The other is to give all recognized 
parties equal time and space on electronic and print media on 
government expense. If you want to destroy authority, relax it too 
far. Stop this. There is yet time. 






How to Use More Mind Power 
for Success in Competitions 


car friend. 

My name is Bapna I want to tell you some 
ideas from my ne»' xiirprisingly pcweifiil course 
“Raj Bapna's Mind Power Study IVchniques ” 

Why Use Only 10% Mind Power 

Yogis nave always known that each person's mind 
is very powcrhil The scientisLs now say that most 
people use only 10% of ihcir mind power That up 
to of miiul power remains liidileii and unused 
My course teache.s you to u.se part of this 00% to 
siiuly bellcr. to improve ^our mcmiiry. anil lo gel 
success III your exam and compeiilion 

In this way, in> techniques will help ysni in 
everything you w-aiii to studs Chemistry, Knglisb, 
Accoiiiiling, History, eic and for r4.S, PMT, IIT, 
Board ICxam.s. I’D, ^nk, CP8(^ SSC, CA, CS, 
cu ,So. your chance of sua'css greatly improves 
Surprising But True 
C-'niisider ihi.s you have been learning many 
suhis'cls in schools or colleges foi 10, or 12, or 
nwre years li is surprising thai they do not spend 
even 1 houi III tech how to use more ol your mind 
piAvei lor sniscss 

I spend my full lime m researching and leaching 
how to use more mind power, lo study better, to 
leniemhei moic. and to get success in your 
loinpeliiiims 

Not for Everyone 

Tins cmiise is not tor those persons who want lo 
get siuLCss h) magic It is also not for those who 
wail! lo gci success withoul work 
Ii IS toT that sincere and anihiiious person who 
studies .iver.igco'' more, is diflereiii, and seriously 
want I lo gel success 


(Most people use only 107o) 


less time. 

•'I topped DAV Collaga Chandigam I increased my 
reading speed from 303 to 1000 words per minute " 

—Sanfuev Dixil, Pinrhkiilii Hgryarw 

•'Very useM tor my BSc end ICVUk exams. Within a sin¬ 
gle day, I increased my reading speed fmn 275 lo 455 
words per mnute" S Jayapnikinh. Mailrn TN 

•"I am very happy to Inform you that my son Ravi 
Anand increased his reading speed from 228 lo sur¬ 
prisingly high 1818 words per minute Thank you tor 
your COUrS0 " OiMI ^<ni(|li ms Snigoim Rihm 

•"Unbelievably, I improved my reading speed from 75 to 
200 words per minsite My son (in class 4) improved 
his memory He also improved his reading speed from 
45 to 100 — Pruf M blMililaiiJA i'lif !■ fmcM'j I >1 .A 


"^ur^tudent Sets 
tf^cIttMemory Record 

ftariMwt Rajiv Chaudhary has 
memory raeoM (Lknee' 
Swk^Naeofdt). 

,inany ^hMpapera he seM "The 
ijy-tfevtite^iheniaryiafepoMi - 
Mf. Study Techniques tad MM 

Pdwer RMwtoh biMiluW.' 
jti^e9iini^.heiiiM#niirdineiy . ., 
Mem In High School Eiw. 

Iftilf.lNiUiae sen hilp Wmeqne-to eel 
alio help you to 
8M me'mom ihMeowar tor 


eeurseeMMl 
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What Will You learn 


by Raj Bapnj 


Author's Bio-Dutu 

!• B E. BITS Pilani M Tech. II r Kharagpur NTSE scholar 
Rank 5 Ra| School Board 

j» world-famous author I puBlishad 3 eompular books m 
USA including a best sailing MS-DOS Masters 
Expert Compulars. Mind Power, Study TechniqtjM 
I* My first job as an engmaer paid only Rs 1000 par 
MONTH Just 7 yeara latar. I aamed 50 doUsrs par HOUR 
in USA as computer expert and wnlar 

• At the peak of succsss. I Ml USA lo do tomelhino m our 
own country Now. I spend my toll lime at tha Mirtd 
Power Raseaxh IrtsUtule 

• I also toarnt French Sanskrit, Karata. Bieakmg woodan 
board by hand many Meditations etc 

• a membei ol Society tOr Accelereled Learning C 

Teacimg u^SA_ 

iiiurning nr Idle in Ihe night 13 Do examiners give 
more m:irk\ if you write more pages 

Unique and Diffurent Coarse 
Combines Best of USA and India 

Tins loiirsc combines 5000 year old Indian 
luchniqucs with the latest scientific discoveries in 
brain rescarcli. nutrition, psychology, and music in 
America and otlicr countries 
It includes a green poster of Bapna's Optical 
lUiiuon’" Teehnitpir for Caneenimiion which was 
inspired by 5(XX)-year old Uuitrik symbol of India 
called Sri ibraro. This course is prexcetpd by the 
Copyright l^w so nohiKly can copy this rialerial. 

Are you thinking "Will this course really help 
me'f' I'wanl to say "YES" This course seems to 
have almost a magical effect on its readers 

Mind Power Music for Success 

li IS baicd on sciemific research into Ikmv the mind 


Jtisi .IS n louiiilatioii liclps to buikl a good 

building, 'this couiso helps you to make ibc besi use 
ol'yiHw iMid ssork :iiiU siudyuig/coaching 

What Newspapers, Magazines Say 

•“Simple, effective practical techniques to improve over¬ 
all intelligence anri mind power Even average student 
(an easily understnnd “ ruiitK. oi i>iciin 

•' Powertu', p' rTctical easy It will help alt students, 
bank officials dnd others appearing for lest, exama and 

intervii»ws ‘ M.niM.UdtilLS A.s-icni'iMnHulIM.'i 

Improve Your Memory Qoickiy 

V(in vsil* IvMin ni.in\ «.:isy tciliniqucs In improve 
\.H-r niL'niory ii* this .imrse J ci me give brief 
summ s ol rwn axu h h‘«*hniques here 

lixliiiiquo 1 The hr.iin has inm) memory stores 
Nhod term jnd long senn Rescaich shove's that 
wiilinut jviMnh, jfU’i .14 tiours wo rcmcinbur only 
i4*’r Aiict 1 moiiih only 5% U clearly shows that 
\cc' inusi ic'Visc Hui, most students do noi levisc 
sv-.K*iiKmcalf> so much ol then hard w'ork is wasted 
1 icacli vtni iliC piAvcrful U'chniques “Sy.siemdiic 
kcMvion :iiu> ‘ Hail) Roimnc' s(> that you c.in 
icMv .Mid it'jni-mbcM mnn in less time 
'('e<*hnU|m'2 Scn-milik. re.search has provwl that 
foi holier namni v, vve sliou’d lake rcsi and not 
sn.Jv koriufuinLiih lot ti.nil's You will learn my 
lochmuue “Rcsi Rr^uliiK’ lo gel maximumbeneni 
iioin itio rcsi Hns loihiiique iduxe» you, changes 
voui htiim waves, and puis you m a “learning suiic'* 
•"(got 64 4% in S S L C My previous 9tb std results 
v/C'e only f0% I am very thankful for your help Pre- 
viou.sly I was only 40Vi m Maths, but now it is 97% 

Maim W«i lOmt (tiimbtcira IN 

Rood Faster lo Revise Faster 

.Everytme can learn lo read and understand 390, 
■MX) nr more word.s per minute. But. many of us 
rcarl only afioul liXi woids pgr niinule My "Finger 
I'ectinique" will double viiui speed in fi(' iiiinutes, 

You lend .shsvlv loi reasons such as 

• II you ruHcl aloud fit move lips 

• II you <101101 read oioud but hoar the 
sfxinds i>. your mind wlitin you read 

• If you tea J one word at a giaoea ralher 
ihaii reading many words al a glanca 

• II. Without your knowledge, you road 
some words again and again 

This course will help you to overcome these 
hahii.s The best use of reading faster is not lo study 
new chaplets fni the first time, but to revise again 
and ag.un quickly so that yon can remember more in 


This course helps you to learn these 9 Critical 
Success fbetors and to be more sure of success 
because you become better than 99% ot siudcnls 

1 . Gtxid increase in your menuuy & 
concentration 2 Your effectiveness to icad hcsicr 
and iearn will increase greatly 3 liicieasc in your 
dbilily to study longer without getting iired (body cii 
mind) or lecling sleepy 4 3ou will experience dial 
you arc capable of achieving itiiich more .success 
ihan yiHi currently do (even if you are already verv 
good) 6 Small to mcdcralc iiiiprovcmcni lu youi 
intelligence 6 Set realistically high aims.'goal.s and 
uko you step by step on ihe road to .lehieve success 

7 Improve writing, spelling, interview skill.s 

8 I-earn exam secrets to get mote marks r'oi whii' 
vou have studied 8 Avoid big misiakcs thai can 
cau.se failure 

.Suppose you improve only 10% in each then total 
improvement is 10% x 9 <■ 90% I know yioii will 
imprtive 100% just in reading speed So. ihis huge 
improvement will enormously help you foi suu ess 
."I worked hard according to youf tachniques and im¬ 
proved My parents are very happy I had never be 
fore got dislinction, but now I goi 7B% in Maths and 
80% in Science." I'sns.i kuinn >i>.'<ik ms 

Do yen' know dial in compctiiions, jiisl I or 2 
mure marks can liirii lailorc mlo succes.s'' S», you 
should iry lo do everything possible lo gel catli 
CXI ra mark One such thing you can do is to loiii 
Ihis course 

You Also learn Tbefe 

In this course, you also learn other interesting, 
useful, or advancra techniques'irpics such a.s 

I Some major mistakes of exam days & how to 
avoid them 2 Some techniques for improving 
memory, concentration, and intelligence 3 How lo 
use lime in the classroom for success 4 Mind maps 
new scientific way to take notes 5. Program ynurscli 
for success using the power of beliefs, iinaginalion, 
and Ncuro Linguisiic Programming A Advanced 
memory techniques to remember linig scqucrces. 
spellings, and complicated things 7 Iniersiew 
techniques for self-confidence &. succevs N Do not 
eat just before an exam 9 Hm.v examiners corieci 
answer papers, and how to use this knowledge to get 
more marks 10. Mega-vitamins can increase your 
iii'elligencc during exam-days U How for 2 type.s 
of questions, you can fool the examiner and get 
more marks 12 Ls it belter to study early in the 


works aikl hiiw Ui lelax aixl laiw to prngrani and control 
II Ifii our own success The Hidden Messages'" in 
music l)>pa.ss ssiui criiistious. niind. go lo your 
sulKcnsciims mind, and change your behsviour/habils. 
h also has music and sounds Irom naiuR (river, birds). 

For deiail.s on how such relaxing music helps to 
le.iin lasiei. please read besi-selling American books 
"SupcrIcMrning" or "McgaBrain", or read our book 
"Mmd ISowcr Music" 

Challenge to Achieve Greatnau 

I n si I warn in slialleiige you lo achieve grcaincss you 
nesc'i tliKUghI sou wen capable ol ’Then I want lo 
cuide viin .Ale niu leady’ 

liiiyni: nmicistall! lulls lliai yiin can decide to omlrr 
tins Lf'uisc now in Ixflp son iii gel success and fulfil 
vriui paieiiLs lu ics and dieams'' 

h IS lip isi ynii ikiw You i an turn this page as if you 
did ii'ii I'scii read ii in you can decide in join Ihis 
course In ticnclii linni iiiv h.ud woik .ind success. 

Order Now and Sovo 

M you semi Miur o'dei iliis month, yi «> •save 
l^r cxanipU. the diwount prkT of Mind Ptmtr 
Study Tffhniqufs nniriif* is Rs 180+ 20 only The 
norntii) putt' i> R^ 25.S * 20, ysiu save Rs75 So, order 
nijw >M(lioui v^aii. save mniiry, and bcncfil sooner. 


[... CouneNam. _ 

Mi'fvl f uww SSudv r*cti.'V()siae uHifie 800 1ltK20 

^ MAmotY and'' onuj»tiat,ori 109 Ri 

I •xO'-TC,^ Mifv) Powor Mi.sn. t>ook (txxto 4('X)ft%604-?0^ ill B5«20 

Cor'irv'Wfl 1T% 

jjl^CotroM liteva <BM and iitV ^ _ * T1A 'lltTit 

■ sirniiyWilii’owar A Dateirrunjiiiafi Muofto lOtwn 

j AtHhaS coiift—AbovHP07li i,ii0> ~ ' 'mmOb" 

i r^loWrtloa*'KjSp«aliSi'^ indF*ow*rfuiEnglish ~ 
j cotrfSo(ltK pooplawho6»u^ inner. Cnghaiimaatum) 

I Spokon EngiiiJi Pti irtlJne Bofiii 24 pajai 7 caiMNMtwc] 125 iSO*20 

j Alt tha 0 couw— obw Mi YM u BB 

I MiiidPowMi S<u4y fortvvquas coursn wsny)^ 7 iMH MBO^ 


All cnuiscs .irc vuu by Rcgusu'rcd F^>m only No 
VPP *lo diilcr I(hJ.i), go to your bank oi post officr. 
iiiici scud liic lull umouni bs’ D D ot M.O in iltc name 


ol M.P-R.I. pd>''«ihlL‘ ill 1 flaipur>Kqt&htheii to 

Director Mind Power Research Institute 
M-2 Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313002 
IMPCX^lANT W'ftninCAi'MAi yotrfnamo ^Ktrwe.PIN noMMCOde 
Jl'. 1.1^ Obltivn c( MO iMfii OR (2,' bodi of DiaA No iPO or Magrar XiiOw 2-3 
waidt-v for ordei prDntif.yino delay puiAbla Udoipitf lurivtcton only rU> 
(radomark 0 icvnytil by 



























Febraary: Before and After fndependence 


Bet'ore Independence 
Tlic months of February have been quite 
eventful in our pre-independence history. 
For instance, following violence at 
Chauri Chaura (on February 4, 19221 
Mahatma (.lamJhi took the decision to 
suspend Salx/n^ralui on February 8, 1922; 
Subhash ( hander Bose delivered his first 
address as Congress President at 
Haripur, (lujarat on February 19, 1938; 
revolt bv naval ratings ol HMIS Taium in 
Bombay suriaceil predominately on 
February 18, 1946. 

In this section we shall focus on 
Clandhiji's first fight for Rights and 
Constitutional crisis of 1^38. 

First fight for Rights 
After reaching India from South Afiica in 
[anuarv 191.s, (.andhiji \ Lsited Poona 
and Shantiniketaii during the months of 
|anuar\ and l ebriiary It was during his 
)ournev Imm Shanliniketii’i to Poona 
that (landhiji rai.-^ed his first voice tor his 
rights in India, in lact it mav be seen as 
tirsl torma! complaint by an Indian 
tiHv.irds his consumer rights It hap¬ 
pened on February 21, 1915 at Burdwan 
where he secured a third class ticket and 
when the tiain had arrived, he could not 
get into ine i.vcrcrowded third class 
vompartment. Subsequently, he had to 
travel m the inter-class lor which he hail 
to pay extra (,ire, but Candhiji changecl 
to third class compartment at Mughal 
Snrai On f'ebruary 2a, while writing to 
Chiet I'rallic Manage’, Pastern Indian 
Railways about the incoiwenicnce 
caused during the travel. (landhiji asked 
tor refund of full excess fares -\nd Alter 
about a month he got back the excess 
fare. 

Constitutional crisis 
After the installation ot Congress minis¬ 
tries in 1937, ainstitiitional crisis sur- 
laced in 19.38 in UP and Bihar when 


i ministries in the two provinces resigned 
I following government's refusal to 
' concede their proposals to release 
political prisoners As per one of the 
pledges of the Congress election mani- 
■ testo, ministries in two provinces had 
1 been relentlessly seeking the relciise ot 
political prisoners 1 he action ol the 
• ministries was approved bv Indian 
; National C ongress at its Haripura 
' session on February 19-21, 1938 (it was 
the fifty-first session of the t ongress) 
The crisis culminated on February 26, 

; 1938 with ministers withdrawing their 
resignations follow’ing statement from 
Viceroy l.ord l.inlithgow'(Februari 22) 
and subsequent re|>lv by (landhiji on 
February 23 

After Independence 
The long array ol exenis in the [)osl 
independence history ot 1 ebiuarv 
inilude, unanimous eleition itf Indira 
(landhi as President of llv Indian 
National ('emgress on February 2,1959, 
submission of report to government by 
Verghese Working (ii'oiip on February 
24, 1978, unanimous election ot Ra|iv 
' (landhi as (leruiai Secretary ol the 
. C ongress-l on February 2, 1983, ( om- 
missioning of INS Cliiikni, Indian Nax v's 
' firsi nuclear povx ered submarine on 
February .3, 19.38. 

In this section we ••hall locus on 
' clolaknalh t’ase and /\/har-K.U'il tryst 
; with lebi' 1.1 r\ 

Cnlaknath Case 

While defining lelationship betyveen 
Iiidiciary and I’arliameni in India, Ihe 
1 (lolaknath case ollen gets referred. In a 
! historic 6 to .5 pidgement delivered I'li 
; February 27, 1967, the Supreme Court 
I held that "Parliament yvill have no 
, poyver fiom the date o; this decision to 
1 amend the provisions ot Part 111 ot Ihe 
I Constitution so as to lake away or 


abridge Fundainantal Rights enshrmed 
therein". In the backdrop of 17lh 
Amendment to the Indian Constitution 
yvhich added as many as 44 new law's to 
the .Ninth Vhediile, the decision in the 
case ol (lolak Nath vs State of Punjab 
(AIK 19(i7, S.t . hvI3) was read as "piul- 
ting stop to abuse ol poyver" .Nonethe¬ 
less, the Iwenty-touith Amen.'ment to 
the Indian ( onstitution neutiali/ed the 
di'cision in < lolak Nath case 

A/.har-Kapil's Tryst 
Ihiring the months ot Febiuary, 
A/haruddin and Kapil Llev have set a 
number ol records m the yvorlo ol 
cricket. (I'n February 1, 1985 .if 
Kanpur, yyhile plaving ag.imsl l.u- 
gland, A/haruddm became the first 
man to hit a century m (’.leh ot his 
tir.si ihree lests. t.'n Febru.iry 2, 1980 
at Chennai, Kapil l)e\ heiame the 
voungesi pl.iver to register a double bv 
scoring i()()0 runs ,uid claiming Itll) 
wickets, C*n the same il.u after 13 
years, on February 2, 1993. as (, .ip- 
lam. A/har at (aUutta led India to 
\ 'ilory iwei I ugl md .itlei a gap ot 
about seyeii years I ,ilei. on February 
3, 1992, ..I Peith, h\ ir.ipping Maik 
l.uloi, Kapi! L)e\ hewime the sei ood 
plaver to (aptiiie lllO 1 est w ii kets 
■Next .ear, while ing a;;.unsl 
I'liglaud a! ( lieiUMi. on February 12, 
1993, Kapil I .'e\ became llie only crick- 
elei in world lo claim more lhan 401) 
yvickets and sior*- 5()()() runs |•|n.lily■, on 
lebruary 8, 1994 at /Mieimlahad, yvith 
tile yvkket ot 11 

Tilekaratne, Kapil Dev heeame the highest 
Test wicket (4.12) ncililer in the yvorld 
Incidentally, it Feliruary is important lor 
Kapil Dev for his being n.imcd Indian 
Captain for the West Inches tour (ui 
February 5, 1983, for .A/haruddin it is his 
birth-montlv he was born at 1 kderabad 
February 8, 1963. 
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Model Paragraphs 


"Only a great mind dares to express 
itself simply." 

—Stendhal. 

Only a great mind moved by 
considerations other than self-glory, can 
call a spade a spade without mincing 
words or weaving a cobweb of 
abstractions and ambiguities. A great 
mind depends neither on explanations 
nor on long-drawn tell-tales to carry 
convictions with those who care to 
listen to him Simplicity of thought and 
language is its ornament. Unmindful of 
the problems he never falls back on 
alibis or excuses but dares to say things 
on the face as clearly and candidly as 
possible. Only a great mind knows the 
strength of simple living and high 
thinking and there is nothing that can 
coerce him to change the course of his 
life, his commitment and conviction, for | 
fear or favour or botlv For Clandhiji, I 
truth never needed anv preparation nor 
its public expression any goading other j 
than his own inclination and instinctive j 
urge to tell the truth, however bitter it ' 
might have looked. 

i 

"If you want to survive, you have i 
got to grow seriously." 

—Lrmn 

I.iN’ing i.s a serious business that 
requires both wit and wisdom, lest we 
are caught unaw'ares by tlie 
’anpredictable turn of events. In a world 
beset with trials and tribulations 
surv'ival of the fittest is the rigorous rule 
that we have to follow in letter and 
spirit. No doubt, life offers many a 
chance to those who are physically and 
mentally prepared to cash them. There 


' are a number of challenges as well that 
j confront and confuse us at every step as 
wo grow from one stage to the other. 
Mere physical growth does not help us 
to fare the onslaughts of lime as they 
unfold themselves mysteriously like the 
sudden appearance of ghosts from a 
I grave. Life is not a bed of nises, nor is 
j it a swi*et song that is offered to us on a 
I platter. Opportunities and obstacles 
come side by side and unless we keep 
our eyes and ears open, we are likely to 
fall into the trap and flutter like 
encaged birds. In order to make the best 
of each moment that we live, we 
have got to be on our toes all the 
time because life demands vigilance 
and valour from those who mean 
business and arc determined to make 
a mark on the moving sands of time 
and tide. 

"What is good is never plentiful." 

- C.Vrc'fliifcs 

(lootlness, like gold, is never in 
abundance, though both are the most 
precioui assets of human passion and 
pursuit. The world is teeming with 
billions of human beings but humanism 
is seldom found in plenty. Selfishne ss 
and greed are lound in most hearts 
('harity and compassion are rare in the 
entire drama of life Negative forces 
descend upon us like torrents but 
positive and pristine proclivities drip 
into our p.syche like trickles. Poverty of 
intellect, resourcefulness and ingenuity 
I is wide-spread, whereas creativity of 
I minds to better the human lot on this 
i planet is limited to a few gifted souls. 

I Ro.ses are few but thorns are in plenty. 

1 Happmess is just a passing episode in 
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the tragic diama of life VVe naxc tor 
the good but, like the mirage in tire 
di*sert, it deludes us and lean"' U'-. to 
hope against hope It is alter a gap ot 
generations ihat good men, as saviours 
or manitestations o' tiod’s grace, are 
born I'he wise alivavs preserve the 
I good that thev inherit i>r assimilate, 

. whereas the ignorant waste it as 
i irrelevant to their mores and 
; moorings 

I "Money cannot buy love." 

Li've is an impulse lh.it inonev c.in 
neither biiv nor onbe I he .Mammon 
1 mnv siucceding in eoiriij'lini', human 
i mind, but its power to inlliience human 
I heart tads a'-’ far as line is lonceiued 
Not love but lust, not ha('pines^ lui; 
pleasure, not fiieiulship but liatlerv are 
some ot the dark .him-, ot luimaii 
coneeriis and ealculalK'ns, where moiU". 
can hope to rule suptei.ie 1 ove e- not 
a slave to he whippi\i and woe. c Ver bv 
. dangling the line oi hii'it' Love is an 
I exalted emotion tiial does ina i>l)e\ the 
■ d'ctates ot monev. hi all siluiilions love 
remains a steadt.isl I lame in the heaiLs 
' ot those who are not up ioi sale or 
I subterfuge Love is bevond the pimei 
. and purview ot monev that bo.ists cit 
making even the mare go according to 
! its desires and designs. If love is a 
, blessing and a bliss, lust is the bane and 
i bugbear of life. Love is eternal whereas 
I lust is never reliable and rewarding. 

I Only those who are da/ed and da/zled 
j by the sparkling glare ot mimey 
; become victims ol its all-consiimmg 
I passion and thus deprive Ihcmselvi's ol 
I the all-embracing fervour and flavour 
I of love. 




ARTICLE 



DMiidliig Indian Expons: 
ACanseforConcem 

Di'spitc the fact that external sector has ! when exports grew by 8.6 per cent, after 


hem quite hi^h on a^^enda of n onomic rejorms 
of India, the export growth rale is dwtiidlwif 
Considered a;^aiihl an amhilioiis laryel of 25 '[ 
pel ceni i^iowtli rate in dollar I, nns, rhe 
perfoniiaiice Mr fai has been dismal. I'here have •. 
been a oarieli/ oj causes and various short-term . 
and lon^'-terni n nwdies have been su^j^ested ■. 
Unless a eoiieerled effort is made and specific \ 
Steps lire iniliiiied, the export ^roivlli rate of | 
rround 2(1 pei rent man be difficult to sustain i 
IVliile the export ;.;rowth rale axis around II ' 
pel cent in .auqud 1597, il ivas nej^li^ibk in ' 
^epieniberond Oelober, I'lo," 


Obvious Causes 

l!RI\(. the ve,ii 1WI-W2, in which the 
poliiv ('I hlu'raiisation was aJvipted, 
extern.il secliii w.is i]iiit«' high on the ' 
.igeiida lit leloinw foreign rxchange 
Ixegulation ,\it w.is liberalised, custom 
duties Were hiought d.own, export 
iiiieiUnes wen stepj'ed tip and partial 
a'nverlibilitv and later tiill v'onvertibilitv 
on linn 111 actiiiml was introduced. .All . 
tlu'se measiiies eoupied with industrial 
I'ooni, resulted in a lavouiable expoit 
petionn.ince t urrent .iciinml loneerti 
bilitv, more partieularK, pushed up the 
value ot dollai to aiouiul Rs Is per dollar . 
(over Rs IS now). .Ail these factors . 
eontnluited to a vert high grow th rale ot 
oxfioits during A-vtai period ending 

As against the growth rate nl exports . 
of 21 A per cent in dollar terms, during ■ 
iiv export growth rate tell to 1 i 
per cent during 1996-97 and during the j 
first quarter ol the current financial year i 
the growth rate was negative and dcclmed i 
by 0.95 per cent. 1 he hopes ol an export ■, 
turn-around were rai.sed during May 1997 | 


a 10 per cent decline during April But 
these hopes wen again dashed in June 
when exports grew merely bv 2.53 per 
cent. This first quarter decline in exports 
has been experienced for the first time 
during the past four years 

The causes are numerous. The Indian 
economy in general is experiencing a 
general slow down during the current 
financial year. The government is already 
under pressure to achieve the proclaimed 
rate of growth of the GDP. In addition, 
the fiscal deficit may be difficult to be 
contained to the level ol 4 5 per cent of 
the GDP. Industrial growth rate, which 
was to the tune of ll.u pet cent during 

1995- 96, declined to 6.7 per cent during 

1996- 97 and even this year this may be 
around the same figure or even less. 
Agricultural production may also be 
almost stagnant, llic general slow down 
has K'sultcd in lack, of exportable surplus. 

In addition, it is realised that the 
earlier exim policy tor 1992-97, which was 
co-ternunus with the Highth Five-Year 
Plan, vva; dynamic and far-reaching m 
impact, while the present exim polu v ler 
1497-21)02 has its own lose ends. Ninth 
J'ive-lear Plan has not been finalised ,is 
yet. M^re liberalising does not ensure 
surge in exports. Aim should be at 
removing procedural delays and 
bottlenecks lack of proper infrastructur** 
in the country is identified as a vital factor 
re':.ponsihle tor weakening of exports. If 
the infrastructure is unable to cope up 
with the needs for ports, transportation, 
warehousing, railways, etc export volume 
beyond a particular level is bound to be 
stagnant. And that is what is happening 
at present. 

Political uncertainty also has its toll. 
Fall of Deve Gowda government sent 



j down the signals of uncertainty which 

■ affected adversely the investment and Unis 
j the industrial growth rate. Recent fall of 
I UP government and dissolution of the Lok 
; Sabha has further affected the economy. It 
i is an established lact that political 
I uncertainty always affects the economic 

performance. 

As admitted by the Union Commerce 
1 Minister, last year there wa.s an extra- 
' ordinary increase in exports ot primary 
prciducts like rice, wheat, sugar and the 
marine products. This year, agricultural 
sector does not have any reason to be 
1 happy and the stagnation has marred its 
I prospects. liven the production of marine 
i products has been very low. Lea ther export 
j were sizeable List year, but during Uiis year 
' the pollution threat posed by this activity 
] has affected the production. 

I There are a few gloOal reasons as well, 
j Increasing non-taritf barriers imposed by 
' the WTC) nations and other developed 
, nations have barred the entry of Indian 
I goods m the world market. Fnvironmental 
riders and social factors are two reasons 

■ on the basis of vluch goods and services 
!:om the developing countries are 

; restricted by the developed West. In 
i addition, the traditional markets of west 

■ liurope registered a negative growth of 
I 1.21 per cent during the previous year. 

, Flence, the aim should be to tap the 
; untapped markets of South and Central 

■ American countries, 

I 

{ 

i 

i Tough Remedies 

T HI; remedies are many but it is tough 
to tread on any of the remedial paths. 
I Firstly, Small Scale Lidustnes (SSI) sector 
I has always contributed more tlian 50 per 
! cent of India’s exports. In trades like 
! leather goods, majority of exports are by 
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SSJ units, but most of tiieso units are not 
tinancicilly souiul enou^;!! to inst.Ul 
required effluent liealment |''l.inl.s at their 
faotorv sites, .is re(|iiiri-d b\ the statute. 
I.iU'k of mtiastiiieUiial t.uilities also hit 
the SSI units hartlei Non- .nailabilitv ol 
suitable inanj'ower, power tuts, ciedit 
squeezes and lon^eslions also atleet thesi' 
units .onsiderablv Special attention will 
have to he paid to the strenj’theniii” ot 
SSI units in the countrv. Removal ol 
structural harriers, nsk sharinj; by the 
government to some extent, better cri'dit 
facilities and clusters iil the SSI units are 
.some of the factors that may imprcive the 
functioning ot SSI sector, and in turn 
enhance their export capabilities In 
addition, export promotion effort should 
be aimed at providing opportunities to 
the smaller enterprises to participate in 
international exhibitions and exposure to 
superior manufacturing practices. Regular 
technology upgradation by the SSI units 
is another area that needs attention so that 
the qiialilv ol proilucts to be exported by 
these units remains that of international 
standard' Research and development is 
yet another weak point so tar as the SSI 
units are concerned 

This not only needs administrative 
will antf resources, hut also a lot is needed 
to be done to improve the inlraslructure. 
Intrastrui tore bottleneck removal is yet 
another area that needs immediate 
attention. Infr.istructural projects have 
unduly longer gestation periods and need 
huge sums ot mone\ No oconomisl would 
suggest a pnviile entrepieneui to invest 
in an infrastriu tuie projei t, di spite various 
incentives being given bv the goveinment 
tor such invesr-ncr.ts Inlrastnu liiral 
boltleoei ks have aivvavs acted .i'. .i 
dampiier on Indi.m expiuts .ind unless 
si/e.ible hinds are invested m this seitoi, 
tilt positioi- m.iv not undergo ,iin change 
for betterment 

(iivin;; uuenlives to the exporters is 
yet another remedv but tlvs remedy was 
alreadv in loivi- whi'n excise and i ustoni 
duties were icdiiv'eil drastically during the 
past ‘v veais ami the rupee was made 
convertible on the current aci ciunl. Issues 
relating to brand management and 
strategic international marketing growth 
aie also of immense importance Tliere is 


a need for the government to collaborate 
with private parlies to undertake joint 
brand promotion strategy in selected 
markets abroad 

Higher growth of industrial sector 
would ensure availability of exportable 
surplus and efforts must be to biKist up 
the industrial sector. Undoubtedly, most 
ot the policies being pursui'd by the 
government in recent years aim at proping 
up the industries, but there is a need to 
follow suitable policies so that the 
industrial growth rate is unatfected by 
cyclical (luctuations and remains 
sustaining in the long run. The resolve of 
the government to attract large volumes 
of foreign investment is aimed at diversion 
of the government tunds from 
infrastructure and industry to 
develo[>menlal purposes However, the 
government would have to continue to 
commit huge sums of money in the 
infrastructure development lor many years 
to come. The influx of foreign capital 
would certainly increase investment in 
India, thereby stepping up the industrial 
aclivitv in the oconomv These efforts 
would have tuvourable bearing on the 
industrial growth rate too 

Most of the above-mentioned 
renu'Llies .tie of long-term character. Ihere 
are a lew remedies which mav be more 
effective during the short-run. One ol the 
important .ispecl is that Indian rupee is 
certainly over-valued at present and its 
iniernational value should he .iroiiiui Rs 
40 fier dollar It such readjustment in the 
cxch.inge rate is latried out in the coming 
davs the ex|iorls ot the country are hkelv 
to get a lillip, as the Indian exports would 
then beconiv more competitive m the 
global nuirkcT The henetits ot such .1 
deprex lation would he av ailahle lor .1 two- 
vear piviod and iiplo that lime, the long- 
nin strategies should begin to show then 
results 

Developing ol fiade relaticms with 
countrie- like China, Pakistan, South 
•Africa, Israel and Iran would go a longvvav 
in improving export pertormanie. 
Torniirig of SATIA (Soiitii Asian 1 ree 
Trade Area) would give optimum benefit 
to Indian exports and it is c'stimated that 
60 to 70 per cent of benefit would accrue 
to India, b'ormation ol SAFTA must. 


' therefore, be expedited so that not only 
; India but all the countries of South Asia 
I benelit from mutual trade. 

I 

i Conclusion 

E conomic slowdown m the world 
has been one of the main causes. ,As 
j against the world trade growth rate of 8 
; per cent, India could achieve only 4 per 
cent during the previous linancial year. 
Formation of WIO has further 
complicated Indi.i's problems. Most of the 
developed nations have agreed to put 
non-la ritt embargo on the exports from 
the develofiu'g nations. Socio-economic 
and environment factors have been used 
by those countries to restrict the exports 
ot the developing world, notwithst.mding 
their comp.uative advantage in 
m.inufacture ot piimaiy .ind labour 
intensive goods. 

Recent biiropean Union (TU) ban on 
seafood impoit Irorti India and 
Madagascar has further threatened Indian 
export growth rate It is estimateil that 
' the temporary ban, as the government 
. termeil it, would altei t Rs8(ll'i roie Indian 
exports dining the uirrenl linancial year. 
Ciovernment needs to take immediate 
i .steps to arrest the tall in exports. I or 
healthy ecoiiomv. exports must cvintiiuie 
■ to grove at a iv.isonahly higher r.ite Mow er 
rale ot ex|iort growth would not >iilv 
' strain precious toreign exi hange l e.serves, 

, but vvouM also aliecl the imports, .ind 
industrial growth as well The vicious 
cycle may ultimately hit the overall 
growth rate ol the t.DP VMiat India 
' urgently needs is a new direction to its 
exports in the unexplored pi.irkels, on 
■ the one hand, and alteration ol 
conventional composition id expoits, 
on the Ollier Tacililies like credit and 
; other incentives are, in any case, 
flowing out ol govetnmeni's various 
I acts ot policy measures. ,As long-term 
policy measures, infrastructur- 
development and strengthening ot SSI 
I sector are two main thrust areas. All 
, these measures taken in an integrated 
, manner would certainly help Indian 
; exports to achieve a leasonably higher 
; rate and sustain it for fairly longer 
i duration 
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Why Countries go BankniptP 


Till' year TJ97 leilnesscd the unexpected j 
— economic turmoil in Soulh-Ha'it Asian na- ! 
tions. Farlicr proclaimed as "economic tigers", j 
one nation tumbled after another, their curren- ; 
cii s mauled The success stories of last year ■ 
iocre 110(0 landidates for Iniiilcrupti y I 

Why do nations go bankrupt? Though ] 
Ihc incdiii IS flooded xoitli arlicles by famed , 
economists, not one has evplaiiii’d why conn- , 
lues go bankrupt. Readers liiwe repeatedly 1 
asked qiiesitnns related to die ongoing eco '• 
noiiiii erisi- In this Jraliire, excliisioely for i 
our readers, we attempt lo iinswei tins (jiies- 
lioii and assess whether the same can happen 
lo India 

T HK ini'st sliockinj; dovolopim’nt ot 
I‘>‘*7 v\Hs uniloubtfdly IhccoIUpM'i)! ■ 
Si)iitl)-I'.rist Asiciniitiliiins. Ixonomii’fi K'i- 
lcipr.eil cimi n.ilii'iis riishnl to tho IMI for 
hi'lp riicrc v\as[>iibli('liiimiliiitiononion}!; 
till* pt'iif'li’ rii'* South Korean ['resident 
admitted that the country v\as on the 
\ erj;e ot tiankiuptcv. sendini^ markets 
spinning downwards. No economist had 
(>redii ted tliisilowntall .mil there were no 
wirmiu; sifjiials lilher. showing lliat , 
polii v-makeis.ind eiimomislsliad no idea 
hi)u the inteinational economv miglil 
heliave, despite high sounding theories , 
studied III iiiiueisities tlie world ovei. 

I he case of South Koie is file most ■ 
remarfalile since evervboils proclaimed 
it to lu* an economic tiger. |ust last year, * 
it was made a membei ol the 
(trgamsalion lor hi oiiomic t'onperation 
and Hevelopment (OliCU;. having ' 
moved from the status ot a de\ eloping , 
nation it became n de\ eloped one. Inter¬ 
national agencies like the fVfl and the 
World Bank had assessed the i ounti y and 
were impressed with its economic tun- i 
damentals Now, it was floundering just ; 
lo stay afloat Amid shame and recrimi- ! 
nation, the country approached the IMf* j 
for hel|) > 


16 understand the ongoing crisis in 
Soutlr-Kasl Asia, let us lake a look at a 
similar situation in micro-economics. Con¬ 
sider the household of Mangu Ram, a 
labourer He earns his livelihood by do¬ 
ing odd jobs and is able to manage two 
square meals everyday for his tainily. 
Cradually, as the family grows, he finds it 
increasingly difficult to make ends meet. 
The children want those modern toys that 
he often sees in shop windows, or he mav 
need a loan to marry his daughter. His 
wife wants some nice things for the house. 
Expenses are rising but his income is 
statu 

The poor fellow does not know what 
to do and then finds that he must ap¬ 
proach the loial monevlender lor help 
The monevlender wants interest tor the 
loan, which is agreeil upon But he also 
has a hidden agenda because he secs in 
Mangu Ram an oppoitiimfy to acquire a 
servant A thumb-print is all that is re- 
ijuiied foi Mangu Ran’ to barter his life 
aw.iv and liis lamily becomes bonded 
laboiii lor the rest of their lues 

Mangu Ram's storv is not Inpotheti- 
cal but a reality in modern-day India Mans' 
people like him .sutler his late He lorgot 
the .ige-old wisdom that one should spend 
only as much as one earns I’erhaps a little 
less, so that one can saw a little to meet 
coiitiiigemies later on 

The Fate of South-East Asian 
Countries 

M uch the same thing happens with 
:ouiitries The currency required is 
foreign exch.mge, w’ith which a country 
can buy essential things IIkc lood, oil or 
technology. The country can also use lor- 
eign currency in buying expensive ti ns and 
gadgets, invest in real estate and buy those 
weapons required to meet real or imag¬ 
ined thn’aN. The loreign currency is earned 


■ by exports, which usually consist of haiidi- 
I crafts or raw materials in the case ot poor 

countries. Countries also lake loreign debt 
' lo build bridges and power plants, on 
which it must pay interest. 

Due to the current mantra of 
1 liberalisation, loieigii capital is allowed 
tree access into the lountrv. C ompanies 

■ raise foreign curiencv loans abroad If 
this capital is used m productivewen- 

' tures, lepavment would not be a prob¬ 
lem. But most of the capil.il is invested 
in the slock market or speculative busi¬ 
ness. Companies and individuals use the 
easy loans to buv unproductive assets. 
Seldom is the monev used lor social 
purposes, such as education or public 
. health. So the ei’onomics lend to over¬ 
heat. creating artitii lal demand tor luxu¬ 
ries. But without a prodiiiliw base, the 
healing is artificial and lan result m a 
I meltdown at any lime 

tilling bi comentional wisdom, the 
, countri should s|iend toicign exchange 
Only .is miiih as it tarns Vvhen it does 
not, a situation m.o, uuue when it has no 
foreign curieniv lell lo buy essential re¬ 
quirements. In; aih a situation, the coun¬ 
try mav be sai.l to go bankiupi the 
domestii i urreiii \ is dev .iliu d and it must 
appioach intern.ilioiial lending institu¬ 
tions to get toieign ciiiieiicv lo tide over 
the crisis. 

(. oii'-idei I h.iil.iml. wheri loieign 
cuireiiiv loans went to tund .m arliiici.il 
real estate boom I'eopli bought all ibe 
: wonderliil cars and used iP'dil lo have 
luxuiious lifesivles Many i|u*.*stionable 
pioji'cts Were started But agi ic ulture and 
rural areas weie neglected Sime invest¬ 
ments in real estate and luxurv goods do 

■ not lesult in income, it was just .i matter 
ot lime belore an iinb.daiue w.is i leated. 

■ Txports slowed and stocks began to tall. 

■ Theiountrv w.ispushed into a crisis when 
portfolio capital started to move out 
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]n S(iulh KorcM, thi' imb.il.iiii c wris 
created not bv borii'VMn^- ot tiie k‘''- 
ernmenl, but I'v Ln’iU' hmii|\iii!i' i.illed 
rhafhol‘~ Ihi bank'- i.ii'.cil bin is Ircm 
abroad and lent ui tliest ivnep.iiiies in 
local ciirreiu\ at \('r'i’ ln'.v iiiuresi rates 
As the i.iirreni\ was dev alii('(.l these 
loans beeaiiu' dillnub to lepav Some 
banks iind hn.nivia! Loinpanies |iist 
folded ti|i. With debt re|Mvinent at b Tji 
billion and th<’ loniitiv 's t(irei;;n ex¬ 
change reseiA es dim ri In “s -1 billion, the 
country was i lose to bankriiptev. It had 
no option but to take li'aiis troni the IMl 


Can It Happen in India? 

T ub devaluation ot eiirreiKies and ap- 
proaehint’ the IMb is marked bv shame 
and anger in countries hke 'south Korea In 
India, a smiling I'lnaiu'e Vlinisler and sec¬ 
retaries in the government miorm the na¬ 
tion that nothing is wrong and that the 
devaluation of the rupee was "a li'iig over¬ 
due ad|ustinenl'' 

If vve look at tilt signs, i\ e tind how 
mistaken '..e are. l-,spi>rts are sluggish, 
no matter what we do Industrial ipowth 
has slowed down lm|ioils, in the term 
of all those luxiiiv lais. Kmiputi'rs and 
cell-phones, aic iiureasmg Advt to tins 
the whopping oil bill and we hat e ,■ luige 
foreign exchange bill to pav Remember 
also the foreign debt ot “i) ‘k’ billion that 
wc have I'he devakiaiion ol liic rupee 
helps in hoosting exports somew li.il. Out 
that isott.sel as moie e.s.nex must be paul 
out for imports bet ,■ |i per tent de- 
v.ilualion ine.iiis we li.it e adtled .1 tor 
eign debt ot $ lo IJ billion. 01 a 
whopping Rs '<,S ■“!'(' iioie Ihese l.wls 
are eoiivenienth tc'rgolten it hen the 
government assures that ttliat h.ipj'i’iied 
in Soulh-r.i'.l .Asm lannol liappeii here 
Nor is an a Mitiona! diiti 01 Rs 
crore "just a maltei o! adnist.-m'i't". a.s 
the linance Meiistit would ttanl us to 
believe 

'Irue, most ol it is not shorl-terin ileht 
as in the Case o! Ssith-l ast Asi.in nations 
So the immediate d.inger ot goim: undei 
may not exist but tlieie is no doubt that 
the countrt' spends much moi’v than if 
earns 




hconomies in South Korea and Thai¬ 
land tveie over-heated as the money went 
into iiiiprodiictite things like stocks and 
real estate. I.ook at what is happening in 
0111 loiintrt. Whateter little addition to 
domestic production we make, o' eaten up 
b\ tlie got ernment in unprodustive expen¬ 
diture This year, the government accepted 
the l ilth Pav C ommission re[)ort, adding a 
burden ol Rs lS, 0 l)() crore. Not a .single 
rupee 111 this adds to (IDP. Increases in 
salaries ot detente personnel may be on 
the cards too An elettion has added Rs 
SOOcroie to the list of iinprodiictn e expen¬ 
diture l.ikc N'langu Ram, our government 
believes that it can spend as if there is no 
tiimorrow The realitc’ mav catch us most 
iinexpectedU 

lAireign exthange reserves are ctim- 
fortable at 'll 26 billion, consisting of Non- 
Resident Indian (NRI) deposits and ot 
I oreign Institutional Investors (FTls) The 
NKIs deposit their monev m India not 
because of love for their country but be¬ 
cause they get a higher rate ot interest 
here Ihese deposits he idle without be¬ 
ing prodiictivelv used I'be I'll monev is 
iiseil to buy shares ol blue-chip lornpa- 
nies: onlv (he ownershiji ol paper assets 


are all there. When that happens is 
anybodv's guess. 

Surprisingly, getting a loan tiom the 
IMl' or the siK ci'ss ol VniS, and nut long¬ 
term measures, touted as a police achieve¬ 
ment ol the I inance Ministrv 

Hidden agenda 

T llP I.Ml funding iloes not coine with 
out strings and interest is |usl the \ is 
ihle aspeU 11 lias about '? 20i' billion, 
which uimcs Irom the world's 1 ubest tui¬ 
tions (heliiggest donoMS the l:sA lon- 
Iribuling 18".. ol its tunds Ihis helps the 
rich nations to push their hiddi'ii .igend.i 
ot controlling the economies lo u hu h it 
ieiwls in< reasmglv, the IMl and World 
bank aic facing criticism the world o\ ei 
The econoinii belt-lightening lan lie 
aciepted beiause the jeinier must unsiire 
•hat tile loans ^ire icpaul bill u hen i|k 
IM l pushes bilalei.’l bade issues, lunv 
can lliev be |iisii!i,.d'' 

C^nepii'swiption ih.i! Ihe l\li eolone-- 
to borrowing nations i- to open up llieii 
economies I bis is seen as .1 v\.e, C'opui 
markets lor .Amenc.in i oinp iiiies 'ovj 
since duiiiesik ce.mp.inie- .m m loim.!il 


I hange hands, llieo' is no new prodtirtive 
iiw estment. fhey also help lo heat up the 
slock market and push ii)' prices 

India IS. thus, burdened with a huge 
non-piodiiclivc expenditure with little 
mciease in domestic (uoduciion liel, ihe 
I'mancc Muiisti v does nothing locoirect 
the situation, msit’ad. it threati ns and 
intimidates people lo declaie tluir in¬ 
come muler Ih.e \ r'IS Iliat will raise 
short teim tunds, hut no. thought is lu-- 
ing giveii to the deef'et malaise alfliil- 
mg Ihe '. conomv U is i.ert.imlv not tlie 
thin-.’, tli it the I'mance Minisirv should 
Ill'll devoted all its energies In a vear 
lacing a huge .slow-down Muivovei, in¬ 
come tax ranis, as are being Ihieatened, 
lie not build up business contnlence 
Foreig maga/mes may sa\ that we 
h.ivi tlie hes! unance ministeis. I he tact 
ma\ be l!iat we have seen some ot the 
woist financial mismanagement in the 
past lew years VVi- are burdened with bad 
policies and too much politics. Can India 
face the fate o| fjuuth Korea’ The signs 


during the sk av dow n it .1 1 low s n .n-igneis 
lo bin l,•,.^panles am.l assets ,,i tliioi. 
awai pii.es In a sen.-e, till aii.iK-.;' -t tl" 
bonded labour tli.il we 1 iled iii Hie l-i ci;-. 
ning. IS not ,1 nn lb. 

Some ol the leb'i ii'-. .i.";i .-'..led in 
Ihe IMl 1,111 111 no w a\ bi msi.iied Hit 

WMV it' iiuic.lse we.iltii .'I a i.'i.-ili 

w'ould be til (luoiiiiiga''I.-me'-tit 1 t > in. 
tivitv, iii'l rompelibiui ti.iio al'i-t nl I’.iil 
the IMl Uses the s, n w di i,, i; 

to iipeii the etonoines t'l i.li" n-iiion.s 

to vviinli It lends 'loutli Kt'o-.i uii 1 t 
anipie had to agree t'p.cnuv.’, :;p tor I ii 
eign banks, wllnh is an oi'ie li\e t'i 
American polnv It also li.n! to lednu' 
the doiumentaiion iei|U!ied loi ter im 
polls, which can li.iidiv In s.ini It' In- an 
iniporlanl element tti lunse its ei onornv 
back to lieallli. 

The unseen agend-i ol rhe IMl' has 
been widely inli-ased b'j! countries hav e 
no option, once lliev get into <1 financi.il 
mess. They arc the .Maugu R<imso{ macro¬ 
economics 
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SPECIAL EEATURE 


ihe Role Of the Becdon Gommissioii 
end Bodonl Refoims 


It can be said that in India, three things 
will happen with certainty, births, deaths and 
elections. With predictions that future 
goxrnments kith at the Centre and Slate lewis 
will be results of coalitions, elei lions niai/ 
become more common than in the past. The 
LIcction Commission will, therefore, have more 
work on its hands than in the past. It will not 
only become more important but will have to 
hoc up to its responsibility of ensuring free 
and fair elections. In this feature, we look at 
the electoral niorms that have already been 
enforced and the role of the Commission in 
kcepinif order in the otherwise chaotic world 
of Indian politics. 

T HI; Rlection Commission (EC) has its 
hands fuJI. Elortoral rolls have to be 
updated and State-level elections must also 
be conducted. Above all, it must exercise 
it.s authority to enforce discipline on 
political parties and ensure that no appeals 
are made on religious or communal lines 
and that the expenditure limits are not 
exceeded. 

The superintendence, direction and 
control 'I elec toral rolls and the conduct 
of elections to Parliament and to State 
legislatiiics, including the offices of the 
I'residcnt and Vice-President, are vested 
in the Election Commission under Article 
324 (Part XV) of the Constitution. The 
Commission comprises tlic Chief Election 
Commissioner (CT.C) and such number of 
Election Commissioners as the President 
may appoint. 

lliough tlie Election Commission has 
been conducting and supervising 
elections in India since the country 
became independent, the importance of 
its office was enhanced during the tenure 
of Mr T.N. Seshan. He introduced wide 
ranging reforms and enforced a strict 
discipline. India's most oidcrly elections 
were conducted under him. 




The independence of the CEC is 
protected by a special constitutional 
provision in Artii !e 324 (5). The provision 
states that no Election Commissioner can 
be removed from office except in the 
manner prescribed for removal ot a 
Supreme Court judge. Nor can the terms 
of service be varied to his disadvantage 
during his term 

Electoral Expenses 

O yER the years, elections in India have 
slid into a quagmire. Soaring election 
expenditure, the use of money power, 
corruption and criminalisation of politics 
introduced a lot of electoral malpractices 
in the system. The need for electoral 
reforms has often been felt. Steps have 
been taken to raise the limit of expenditure 
on elections. In 1983, the national and 
regional parties agreed tliat the ceiling of 
expenditure a candidate could incur for 
an Assembly election should be enhanced 
from Rs 35,000 to 45,000 and that for 
contesting a parliainenUiry scat from Re I 
lakli to Rs 1.50 lakli. Thi,s was a small step 
low'cirds realism because election expenses 
had shot over the years. 

On October 21,1994, the government 
enhanced the election ceiling expense- by 
three times. The ceiling lor assembly 
election in miiny States was raised from 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 1,5 lakh. For a 
Parliamentary scat, Ihe ceiling was raiseii 
to Rs 4.5 lakh against Rs 1.5 lakh 
previously. For smaller States like Sikkim 
and Arunarhal Pradesh the ceiling was 
fixed at Rs 1 lakh for assemoly elections 
and Rs 1.5 lakh lor Parliamentary 
elections. 

For the current elections, the parties 
expressed the need to revise the pri>scnt 
ceiling of expenditure for CiUididatcs to 
Rs 4.5 lakh for a large Parliamentary 


1 constituency and Rs 1.5 lakh for an 
' assembly seat. The maximum limit was 
' raised to Rs 12-15 lakh for Parliamentary 
I seal, and Rs 2-6 lakh for assembly seat, 

! depending on tin* size of the State. This 
I was a pragmatic increase, as the cost of 
! electioneering had increased manifold 
I over the years. 

j 

I 

I Electoral Reforms 

T HERE were other electoral reforms 
during 1996 and 1997. The government 
constituted a committee to study the 
proposal of the Election Commission to 
introduce proxy voting for over 50 lakh 
personnel of the armed and paramilitary 
forces and diplomatic corps, to replace the 
postal ballot. 

The Election Commission's other 
directives were aimed at fostering a level 
pJaying field for contestants. It disallowed 
transfers and home-district postings for 
senior officials, banned fresh recruitment 
in government oil ices, stopped politicians 
irom inaugurating State pro)ects and 
sought time s'ots for regional parties in 
the government-run tele-media. 

As a result of strict application of the 
code of conduct, the hahit ol polilicums of 
announcing new schemes and laying 
foimdation stones of large projects, on the 
eve ot elections, was curbed. The E.C was 
ol tlic opinion that lliese "lollipops" were 
intendixl to mflumce voter behaviour. 

Some of the curbs announced by the 
EC were criticised as being over- 
cnthusiastic. The publication ot opinion 
polls has been done for many years and 
can hardly be said to influence voters. 
More important, the definition of what 
constitutes pre-poll largesse and what 
doesn't, must be clarified. The Nagpur 
bench of the Bombay High Court observed 
that routine development work could not 
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be stalled in the name of model rode of 
conduct. In the Rajiv Gandhi case earlier, 
the Supreme Court had made it clear that 
the inauguration of projects did not 
amount to any gift or promise to the 
voters. When the EC implements its code 
of conduct loo strictly, it amounts to 
slopping government work in a country 
where the government does not work 
anyway. The EC now needs to make a 
distinction between normal functioning ot 
government and pre-poll largesse meant 
to influence voters, otherwise it would be 
doing serious damage to our under- 
governed country. 

Over the years, many other proposals 
have been made for the better conduct of 
elections. It has been proposed that a State 
going to the polls should be placed under 
President's rule 35 days before the polling 
date. Because of the difficulties involved, 
this proposal was dropped. Voting by 
electronic machines has also been 
proposed but the parties preferred the 
mechanical method instead, even though 
the machines facilitated trouble-free voting 
and swift declaration of results in Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Bihar, 
where they were tried. The EC had 
recommended the use of electronic 
machines be extended to all election.s 
throughout the country The Supreme 
Court held that voting by electronic 
machines wa.s not valid as there was no 
legal sanction. The mechanical system 
continues, in spite of the convenience and 
case of electronic machines. 

Regional Commissioners have been 
appointed under Article 324 (4) of the 
Constitution to cope with the expanded 
work ot the EC Proposals for barring 
people with criminal records or "history 
sheeters" have been made in the past, but 
iiothmg has been done. In P>85, the EC 
recommerded that the government 
should meet part ol the election expenses 
of candidates sponsored by recognised 
political parties These might include 
subsidised hiring of time on TV and 
radio. 

Constitutional Amendment 

0 |N the basis of the Dinesh Goswami 
committee report, the EC had made 


20 proposals for electoral reforms. Among 
them were; a) No political parly to be 
registered if it has a religious name or if 
it promotes a feeling of enmity and 
haired, b) Campaigning period shortened 
from 21 to 14 days, r) Security deposit 
increased by Rs 1000 and il) If a candidate 
dies before the election, the election 
would not be countermanded but 
adjourned for a fortnight while the party 
would nominate a new candidate w'ithin 
two days. 

On July 31,1996, the bill on electoral 
reforms was passed by the Parliament. The 
amended Representation of People Art 
came into effect on August 1,1996.11 made 
several changes with respect to elections. 
To prevent non-serious candidates, the 
security deposit was increased 10 times 
from Rs 1000 to Rs 10,000 for the I,ok 
Sabha. Candidates were also barred from 
contesting from more than two 
conslitiiencies. If an independent 
candidate died, the election process 
would not stop. The Act gave sanctity 
to the moral code of conduct which had 
been only recommendatory till then. It 
empowered the EC observers to take 
action on the spot in cast* ol 
malpractices. The period of 
campaigning, which was reduced to 14 
days, could not be violated and was 
made punishable by imprisonment upto 
two years. Il wa.s a fine ot just Rs 250 
earlier. 

On August 29, 1983, the CEC issued 
an order making it compulsory for each 
voter to possess a regular identity card, 
hollowing this directive, ihc Stales started 
preparing and distributing the identity 
cards. Ambala, in Haryana, became the 
first district in the country to begin the 
process of issuing photo-tD cards to the 
voters. By any standards, il was a huge 
job and could not be completed. Il was 
later decided that these cards would 
not be essential for voting till further 
orders 

The Election Symbols (Reservation 
and Allotment) Order, 1968, was amended 
in 1994 to provide for suspension or 
withdrawal of recognition of parties if they 
failed to observe the model code of 
conduct. It debarred parties or candidates 
to invoke caste or communal feelings for 


votes, or to indulge in any activity that 
may aggravate existing differences or 
create mutual hatred between castes and 
communities. For the party in power, it 
debarred use of official machinery or 
infrastructure for campaigning and 
prohibited the mixing of official tours with 
poll campaigns. A model code of condu0 
was also introduced for the electronic 
media, to ensure luibiased coverage to the 
parties. 

Directives of the EC 


T he EC also issues directives from time 
to time. In the last elections 
restrictions were placed on use of 
loudspeakers and Sta te governments were 
directed to take penal action against those 
parties indulging in .lefacement of walls, 
it also directed that no new arms licenses 
would be issued during the election 
period. 

The directives of the EC have made 
elections more orderly in India. Much ol 
tlie credit for this goes to T.N. Seshan 
During his tenure, he enforced strict 
di.scipline and kept a lab on election 
spending by parties. The Supreme 
Court too expressed its resolve to wipe 
out the use of black money by parties. 
The government concedeil that it had 
failed in ensuring filing of income tax 
returns by major political parties. The 
Court ruled that parties not 
maintaining books of accounts and not 
tiling income tax returns could not take 
advantage ol the provisim of 
exemption of expenditure 

There is, however, a lot to be done 
Because of the basic dishonesty ot political 
pirties, they have succeeded in 
circumventing all law's pertaining to 
elections The EC, thus, has a tougla task 
ahead. But it must guard against over- 
enthusiasm lest il be seen as standing in 
the way of normal functioning of 
government. It also has to ensure that its 
own house is in order. It the Election 
Commissioners start quarrelling among 
themselves, there is little hope that they 
can reform others. The EC has a great 
responsibility and it is important that it 
fulfils it in the larger interest of the 
nation. 
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CoaMons of a One-poM Agenda 


Coalilion politics are a reality of our times. 
This would imply that like-minded parlies 
would get together and farm a coalition for 
common issues or to solve common problems. 
But in India the coalition wc have seen con¬ 
sisted of ragtag parties having nothing in com¬ 
mon arid uniting for just one purpose—to keep 
the BJP out. The mandate of the electorate is 
thrown to the winds. If this were not enough, 
the resultant government is not allowed to 
govern, with the coalition members pulling in 
different directions. This is what we have seen 
in the past two years. 

Is this desirable? Should the country be 
alloivcd to the dangerous games while the par¬ 
ties pursue their one-point agenda? In this is¬ 
sue, we debate this rather farcical situation 
where, though a common cause unites diivrse 
parties, the interests of the nation are conve¬ 
nientlyforgotten .Wiat should be done to make 
the parlies more accountable and to respect the 
electoral mandate? 

Mr A 1 tliink it is the politics of the 

absurd. Wc have seen it happen in the 
last elections and it may happen agam 
this time. In the event of no party 
^ getting an absolute majority, we are 
going to see a similar scene that we saw 
after the last elections: there will be a 
coalition of parties pulling in diffe rent 
directions with just one common idea: 
keep the largest party, the BJP, out of 
power. In a democracy, the will of the 
people succeeds, but our country has 
seen a complete subverrion of democ¬ 
racy because unheard-of regional leaders 
manage to come on the national stage. 
This would be forgivable if the govern¬ 
ment at least did its job, But no—so 
involved is it to keep everyone happy 
that it almost forgets to govern. Since 
two years, we have had a period of 
virtual non-governance in the country. 
This is indeed a very sorry state. I think 


the Constitution should have some 
safeguards through which this kind of a 
situation is avoided. 

MrB You are right but only uplo a 
certain extent, hi the last elections, it 
was not that the largest party was 
deliberately left out. They were given 
the opportunity to form the government 
but were unable to get the necessary 
majority. What could have been done? 
The opportunity tlten went to the 
second largest party. A United Front 
emerged and it was hoped that they 
could take up the challenge. Unfortu¬ 
nately, they could not. The fault is not in 
the system but the unethical behaviour 
of the political parties. I do not think the 
system needs to be changed. You arc- 
saying that the coalition government 
was not able to govern. The cause of 
that may be lack of experienced leaders 
with a national vision and not because 
they had just a one-point agenda. 

MrC In a way. you have answerc-d 
your own objection. When you .say that 
the cause v\ as lack of seasoned leader¬ 
ship, you must answer why leaders with 
narrow, regional vision wen- able to gam 
advantage Thi.s is how it happened: the 
parties came togetliei and formc*d a 
front against the BJP. They had nothing 
in common but the desire to corner 
power. Wheii it came to choosing the 
Prime Minister, they had to choose a 
leader wlio was the least controversial. 
Thus, we had Mr Deve Gowda emerge 
from nowhere to take charge, and then a 
bumbling Inder Kumar Gujral. The 
selection was not based on ability but 
acceptability. No wonder we do not get 
the leaders wc deserve. 


MrD 


I thinK you are right. We 


have seen the result of having weak and 
bumbling prime ministers for the past 
two years. No decision could be taken 
and on some occasions the government 
was humiliated when it had to withdraw 
certain bills from Parliament. Mr Deve 
Gowda promised that the women's 
reservation bill would be passed, but 
failed. The government had to withdraw 
the bill on the insurance sector. Eco¬ 
nomic decisions were delayed for long 
period: remember the time taken to 
decide about the increase of petrol 
prices? Others were accepted because the 
government was helpless, such as the 
implcmenPdtion of the pay commission 
report. Ltstead of downsizing govern¬ 
ment, it succeeded in adding more flab, 
besides fomenting a lot of dissatisfaction 
among different services The currency 
has been devalued and them is a severe 
economic slowdown in tlie country. Had 
it not been better if we had got a strong 
government which pushed through more 
reforms and opened the economy? 
Instead, we had communists and others 
in toe coalition, who were opposed to 
practicallv everything. They pushed their 
outdated ideas of socialism on the 
coimtry. The whole energy of the gov¬ 
ernment was to keep the fuzzy old men 
from different f>artios happy It was 
indeed a heavy price to pav )ust to keep 
the biggest party out of power. 

MrE The question also is who bore 
the cost for all the economic indecision? 
Not the coalition members or the 
politicians, but people of this country. It 
really is subversion of democracy. 
Political parties may fight elections 
opposing each other but get together 
once the elections are over. What kind 
of example are they setting? It is not a 
fight of ideology or beliefs. Parties 
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which have nothing in common get 
together on a narrow objective. Small 
groups begin to see dream-s of power. 
There is Kanshi Ram, tor instance, who 
thinks he can become Prime .Minister 
with as few as 50 seats. His parly got 
together with its enemy, the BJP to 
form a government in Uttar Pradesh, if 
only tor six mtmlh.s, even thoiigii he 
was nowhere near majority. This is 
nothing but mocking the electorate. A 
person may have voted against a 
particular party but found that his vote 
had been used to catapult the very 
same party into power. If coalitions 
were formed before the elections, at 
least the voter would know which side 
his vote will help. Since this is not 
happening, 1 think there is merit in the 
proposal to amend the Constitution 
suitably so that unholy alliances are not 
formed. 

Mr A There is merit in what you 
say. Indecision is costing the country 
very high indeed. The economic mis¬ 
management is just one aspect. Law 
and order has virtually broken down in 
many States. If dacoities and caste 
murders were not enough, wo have 
seen some States sink into anarchy. The 
Bihar government should have been 
dismissed when Laloo was sent to jail; 
instead he installed his wife as Chief 
Minister. The Centre had to stand and 
watch as events were unfolding, since it 
could do nothing. We are losing our 
position in the international arena. You 
have aiso mentioned that a small leader 
with just a few MPs can become our 
Prime .Minister in today's politics. It is 
like the story of two cals who were 
fighting and the monkey walked away 
witli the prize. The B)P and the Con¬ 
gress could not form governments, so a 
third party—an undeserving one at 
that—walked away with the power. No 
wonder such governments cannot last. 
Further, in case of a hung Parliament, 
only the biggest party should be given 
the option of forming the government, 
irrespective of how many seats it has 
and whatever its shortcomings. If it is 
not able to garner support from others, 


I it should be allowed to form a national 
government. 

MrC Let us now analyse the one- 
point agenda of the United Front. The 
only objection that it has against the 
largest party of India is that it is com¬ 
munal. Yet, events in Uttar Pradesh 
have shown that individual MLAs have 
no objection in joining the BJP, irrespec¬ 
tive of their stand on communal issues, 
provided they are guaranteed positions 
of power. So tlie anti-communal stand 
is bogus. We should also look at the so- 
called secular parties. For example, 
when the Babri Masjid episode oc¬ 
curred, there was a Congress govern¬ 
ment at the Centre. They preferred to 
do nothing, implying their implicit 
support for what was happening. The 
secular label is just a convenient thing 
to wear when the parties want to 
exploit the issue. At heart, they arc all 
the same. I would dub it as politics of 
convenience. The country is suffering 
because of this, since no paity seems to 
be having any econonuc or social 
agenda. The bankruptcy of politicians is 
evident from the fact that they have to 
fight elections on religious or secular 
platforms. It is no wonder that voter 
turnout is low and many people are 
apathetic towards elections. 

MrB We have been critical of the 
coalition governments, but the question 
is whether a secular country like India 
can afford to liavc a government of 
communal forces. There are so many 
religions here. The BJP, on the other 
hand, has shown that it is willing to 
whip up emotions without considering 
the interest of the nation. The rath 
j/atraa and the campaign about Rani 
janamhbooiiii were quite needless and 
meant to whip up emotions. It alien¬ 
ated the minorities, which felt threat¬ 
ened. Surely that if not a good thing. I 
do not think there is any harm if 
secular forces come together to keep the 
party out. Ihc United Front was a good 
idea otherwise the nation may have got 
a communal government, which is 
against tFic vision of the founding 


fathers. The whole concept on which 
the Indian nation was founded would 
have been threatened. 

MrD The poor founding fathers 
could not perhaps have visualised the 
depths to which politics would fall in 
this country. Coming back to the charge 
of communalism, I don't think that any 
parly can afford to be absolutely 
communal in these times. And if a 
communal party has gained ground in 
our country, then there is something 
wrong with our brand of secularism. 

Lei me also say that India is a large 
nation and any party which paints 
itself as belonging to one commimity 
can never be a national party. But tliat 
is really beside the point. Whatever ihe 
limitations of the largest party, it 
should form the government. Other¬ 
wise we will sec the spectacle that wc 
saw the last time, of small time leaders 
becoming prime ministers and leading 
the country to ruin. 

MrE This has been an interesting 
discussion in which many points have 
emerged. It is also an important issue 
which deserves immediate attention. 
What the country needs is stability 
and not experimentation with small 
parties. Nor can wc really call our 
brand of politics as coalition politics 
because the parties have nothing in 
common except a strong desire to 
ketp someone out and to corner 
power by any means. This is indeed 
an unhealthy situation. There should 
also be some safeguards in the Consti¬ 
tution that prevent ragtag parties from 
cornering power. The parties must 
declare their candidates for prime 
minister before the elections so that 
the electorate has a clear idea who 
they are voting for. Wc have seen 
unknown leaders coming on the 
national stage and the consequences 
of that. The country has been brought 
to the brink of disaster. It is time that 
responsible people with national 
vision take the centre stage. Coalitions 
with one-point agendas should be 
shown the dooi. 
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Careers In Hnance 


There is a slowdown in the financial ser¬ 
vices sector. Finns which had earlier hired fi¬ 
nance professionals at huge salaries have been 
cutting down and asking managers to find jobs 
elsewhere. Merchant bankers and foreign insti¬ 
tutional investors had pushed salaries beyond 
Indian lezvls, a bubble that was hard to sus¬ 
tain. Today, many young professionals, who 
had been lured at salaries of Rs 40-50,000 (or 
more) per month, are without jobs. 

This feature looks at careers in finance in 
times of a slowdown. Things may not become 
better in 1998, but those who are not looking 
for high-profile jobs and are willing to work at 
reasonable levels, have nothing to fear Compa¬ 
nies still look for able professionals and the scope 
of a finance professional is quite good. 

The fiiiancia! sector has slowed down, 
along with the economy. As a result of this, 
people who were doing courses in finance 
are a worried lot. Newspapers, which had 
earlier created a hype about finance jobs, 
today carry stories about how people are 
being *hrown out of their jobs. Business 
maga/int- had published salary surveys 
and added to the enormous hype about 
finance professionals. 

Tl’.e media did great harm to an other¬ 
wise viable career option. First, it painted 
a rosy picture which wasn't tliere at all. 
very few people actually got those huge 
salaries. Second, it created frustration 
among people who were earning less. The 
CoMi’i! rmoN Masti-.r has been receiving let¬ 
ters from science graduates, architects and 
doctors asking for which course they 
should do to make a career in finance and 
earn those wonderful figures. Institutes 
chunking out finance degrees did nothing 
to apprise students of the real situation, 
which was not anything like newspapers 
had made it out to be. If anything, they 
contributed to the misinformation being 
doled out. 


A Viable Option 

So is a career in finance a viable op¬ 
tion? Since every company requires able 
people to manage finance, there will al¬ 
ways be a demand for finance profession¬ 
als. The demand may not have grown as 
much as was expected, but fresh gradu¬ 
ates will continue to find jobs at sustain¬ 
able levels of salaries. A career in finance 
will, thus, remain a viable option. 

There are several options that a stu¬ 
dent can pursue to become a finance pro¬ 
fessional. One can think of becoming: a) 
Chartered Accountant, b) Company Secre¬ 
tary, e) Cost Accountant, d) MBA (Finance), 
e) Master of Finance and Control (MFC), 
and f) Chartered Financial Analyst Some 
students do a combination of two or more 
degrees to enhance their prospects. 

The preferred choice is to beceme a 
Chartered AccoimUint. There are a variety 
of services that are provided by Chartered 
Accountants, including accoiuiting, audit¬ 
ing, taxation, cost accounting and share 
valuation. They can also provide manage¬ 
ment consultancy and make systems for 
companies. 

A Cotnpany Secretary ensures com¬ 
pliance with all laws and legislations. He 
is a kind of a corporate legal officer who 
must know the corporate law very well. 
I.aws with regard to shares and their trans¬ 
fer, MRir, enviionmenl and consumer pio- 
tection must be complied with. The 
Companies (Amendment) Act, 1975, made 
it compulsory for all companies with a 
paid-up capital of Rs 50 lakh and above to 
employ a Company Secretary. But now, the 
working draft bill has proposed that only 
listed companies with a paid up capital of 
Rs 2 crore and above should employ a 
Company Secretary. The job opportunities 
for Company Secretaries are, therefore, ex¬ 
pected to decrease considerably. 


■' According to available data, the Insti¬ 
tute of Company Secretaries has 15,032 
company secretaries registered with it. Of 
these, 12,426 are employed and the restare 
in private practice. With the amended 
i Companies Act, tlu*re would be jobs for 
only 3,000 secretaries and more than 11,000 
win have to start their private practice. 
People who are thinking of this profession 
should ideally add another qualification 
to be on the safe side. 

The Cost and Management Accoun- 
! tant keeps tab on costs. Since all compa¬ 
nies need Ip keep a control on costs. Cost 
Accountants can expect to be m high de¬ 
mand. A good costing system, along with 
cost audits, will help a company retain its 
competitive edge. They can also open their 
private practice as independent auditors. 

Chartered Financial Analysts are more 
active in shares, mergers and valuation of 
companies. Though it was expected that 
they could provide viable career opportuni¬ 
ties, the qualification is useful only as a 
combination with another qualification. Tlie 
institute is now offering an integralcil course 
I with MBAat many locations in tlie country, 
i Another option would be MBA v ilh 
finance as specialisation There are many 
institutes offering this course, but it .should 
only be done from a reputed institute. The 
course should never be done by correspon- 
1 dence The last choice is to do Master of 
■ Finance and Control (MF'C), which is a 
I comparatively new course. It is similar to 
I other finance courses but how it is differ- 
I entiated is not clear. 

How to Choose Courses 

Which of the above should you 
choose? Each profession has contributed 
some persons who have attained senior 
positions in industry, but to generalise that 
all Accountants become General Manag- 
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ers, would be making an over-stalcmenl. 
Likewise, nobody can say whether senior 
management positions vvili be a certainty 
after doing one course or the other. 

It is also good to assess one's own 
personality. Most finance jobsare desk jobs 
and require a great deal of patience and 
perseverance. 1 he kind ol person suited 
for this is the hard-workuig, introvert kmd. 
It is also good to remember that the pass 
percentage is controlled by the institutes 
conducting the exams. A person may find 
himself failing year after year even though 
he may be above average, because the in¬ 
stitute does not want to have too many 
accountants in the market. It is said that it 
is easy to get into these courses, but very 
difficult to get out. In many cases, people 
have to give up after repeated attempts and 
this results in great frustration. However, 
there are also cases of people who clear in 
their first attempt. The idea, thus, is to be 
very good. Join the accountancy profession 
only if you have full commitment and can 
be verv good in your field. 

The CA, CS and ICWA can be done 
by correspondence You can join a study 
centre in your city tor regular classes. A 
period of apprenticeship tor CA and 
ICWA is specified, .so one has to work with 
a qualified accountant before you can 
become one. This period can also be tough 
because one does small and tedious jobs 
for a small stipend specified by the insti¬ 
tute. Many firms do not pay this sum at 
all. 

Ah requirements of business have m- 
cmasecl. it may be advisable to have a com¬ 
bination of two degrees. One can i ertainly 
gel a job with one qualification but promo¬ 
tions may be dependent on adiiilional 
skills For example, a company may have 
to empliiv a CS becaii->e of tlie Companies 
Act but would like him to do other jobs as 
well. If one is a C.A as well, he can handle 
the entire finaiiLe and secretarial depart¬ 
ment and the probability of promotion 
would be greater. 

Finally, it may be said tliat a career in 
finance is a gcnid and lucrative one. Func¬ 
tions of accountancy, audit and tax plan¬ 
ning must be done whether the economy 
Ls lean or booming. 

Important Addresses; 

1. Institute of Charlerixl Accoun- 
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Sanjay Tandon is one of the leading Chartered 
and Cost Accountants of Chandigarh. After complet¬ 
ing his CA in 1986, he started his own practice and 
now has five companies dealing in accountancy, audit 
and financial consultancy, stock exchange, EDP and 
software, as well as loan assessors and surveyors. 
One of his companies, Tandon Financial Consult¬ 
ants Ltd, is registered with the SEBI as sub-brokers 
and deals in primary and secondary market. 

^ \ t There is an economic slowdown, but that does 

not affect our profession”, he says. “Routine func¬ 
tions continue and have to be done, so accoun¬ 
tants will always be in demand. Perhaps the growth rate is not very high but there 
is no way that it will be totally down. Some people may have joined foreign firms 
at very high salaries and are facing problems today. But then, the greater the 
reward, the greater is the risk. It is wrong to say that everybody is being thrown 
out of jobs. The picture painted by the media is false and misleading" 

Part of the problem, he says, has arisen because of lopsided liberalisation. 
“There should have been foreign participation in infrastructure. Companies should 
have been invited to build our highways and power plants. Banking and insurance 
should have been opened. Instead, we have liberalisation in consumer goods 
sector, giving the freedom to foreigners to buy Indian companies and brands. This 
does not contribute to economic growth or increase in jobs.” 

"One should look at combinations of qualifications for a good future", he 
advises youngsters. “A CA-CS is a good choice as it helps companies to hire one 
person tor all finance and legal jobs. A CA-MBA, though rare, is another option. 
This helps combine the knowledge base of the CA with the marketing skills and 
polish of an MBA. I would also recommend the combination of Engineering-CA, 
another rare combination, because technocrats make poor commercial managers 
and doing a CA will help them get over many shortcomings." 

Apart from functions of accountancy and audit. Chartered Accountants can 
help devise Management information Systems (MIS) and can play a role in 
computerisation in companies. These are growth areas. “A person who knows 
tinancial transactions will obviously make better systems." 

In the long run, there is nothing to worry about. The slump may last out 
another year but when the markets pick up, finance professionals may get those 
wonderful salaries once again. ‘Keep amoitions under check, and you can’t go 
wrong", he advises. 


tanks of India, Indraprastha Estate, New 
Delhi - no 002. 

2. Institute of Company Secretar¬ 
ies of India, ICSI House, 22, Institutional 
Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi - 110 003. 

3 Institute of Cost and Works Ac¬ 
countants of India, ICWAI Bhawan, 3, In¬ 
stitutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi - 
no 003. 

4. Institute of Chartered Financial 

Analysts of India, Banjara Hills, 


Hyderabad 500 034. 

5. Master of Financial Control 
(MFC), Department of Financial Studies, 
University of Delhi South Campus, 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021. 
MFC is also offered as a correspondence 
course by Panjab University, 
Chandigarh. 

6. MBA with Finance option is of¬ 
fered by universities and institutes all over 
India. 











General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Write short notes on the following: 

(a) Black Hole 

(b) Sun Spots 

(c) Oxygen Cycle 

(if) Genetic Engineering 

(c) Internet 

Ans. (a) Black Hole: Towards the end of life of a star, strange 
things happen to it. If its mass is more than three times the mass 
of tlic sun it will collapse and become more and more compact 
The star finally becomes so dense that not even light can escape 
its gravity and it cannot be viewed directly. As per General 
Relativity, it the body of matter is highly dense, it convulses 
spare into an infinitely deep chasm, which is referred to as a 
biack hole. 

{l>) Sun Spots: The surface of the sun has a temperature of 
about t)l)00^' celcius. At times there appear some dark patches on 
sun. These patches appear to be dark because they are cooler by 
about LSOO^C than the remaining surface. 1 hc*se patches are called 
sun-spots and may last Irom a few hours to a few weeks. The 
largest spot was measured in April 1974 which covered more 
than 1B,000 million square kms, which was less than 1 per cent 
of the sun's visible surface 

(r) Oxygen Cycle: Oxygen is a vital component that sustains 
life on this planet. The fai tor which affects the supply of oxygen 
in the atmosphere is the man himself. The gmwing population 
has pul serious pressure on the availability of oxygen on this 
planet. I'he teeming millions not only inhale tlie oxygen and 
exhale carbon dioxide, but also burn fossil fuels destroying the 
oxygen and increasing the supply of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. Further, by deslri ying the forests tor habitation and 
fuel purposes, iiuin further puts strain on the availability of 
oxygen On the supply side, it is believ ed that in the beginning 
the supply of oxygen in the atmosphere was the result of 
ultraviolet rays of the sun which broke up the water molecules 
in the upper atmosphere into oxygen and hydrogen. In the cycle 
of oxygen, plants play a \ital role in augmenting the oxygen 
supply through the process of photosyntliesis. Plants use up 
carbon dioxide which helps in keeping tlie oxygen cycle mov ing. 

(if) Genetic Engi neering; Genetic ciKles w'ere discovered long 
ago by the scientists and it is matter of common knowledge that 
tlie genetic codes determine the quality of offspring among the 
human beings. Genetic engineering is the name given to all 
attempts and investigations into clianging the genetic code 
permanently by manipulating the genes. The most prominent of 
these attempts is the hybridisation of genes, that is by grafting 
ont piece of DN Aof one organism to the DN A of another. Known 


as Re-combinant DNA, this teclinique was further improved by 
the discovery of plasmids iind certain enzymes. First successful 
attempt at grafting a piece of DNA was made by Paul Berg of 
Stanford University. 

The Re-combinant DNA has many benefits to the humanity. 
Production of therapeutic proteins like interferon, insulin and 
hormones has benefited the humanity greatly. Yield of craps, 
milk and egg has increased by this technique. Extra genes have 
enabled many plants to get protection from disease and pests. 
The technique, however, should be used only to the general 
benefits of the mankind. We have to guard against misuse by 
unscrupulous scientists. 

(c) Internet: Linking up of various computers in a network 
is called a LAN (Local Area Network) and a wider network is 
called WAN (Wide Area Network). Internet is a network of 
networks. It is the international linking of thousands of businesses, 
universities and research organisations with millions of individual 
users. Internet is a global electronic community of over 50,000 
inter-connected computer networks, linking more than 50 million 
people in over 50 countries. It brings to the user enormous 
quantum of information. It assists in providing business 
opportunities, educational information, stock-market 
information, medical advices, tourist information, library 
information etc to the users, in addition to entertainment. 

Q. 2. Write a brief note on Integrated Rural Energy 
Programme (IREP). 

,Ans. India today experiences a dichotomy of development 
in urban and rural areas. While the urban areas have access to 
most modern technologies like tax, internet, mobile phones etc, 
the rural areas continue to be extremely backward. Fven in the 
field of energy, conventional and non-commernal energy sources 
like fuel wood, l owdung and agricultural wastes still constitute 
80 to 90 per cent ot energy supply to the rural areas As per one 
estimate, share >1 rural areas in the commercial energy is just 
one-fitth of the total while these areas account for about three- 
fourth of total population. 

Although no accurate data is available on the pattern of 
supply and consumptions of energy ui the rural areas, yet it is 
evident beyond doubt that majority ot the rural households 
cannot afford to utilise commercial fuels for their end uses, due 
to their low purchasing power. It has been realised that if an 
effort is to be made to provide adequate and cheaper source of 
energy to the rural areas, locally available renewable energy 
sources, using non-conventional technologies, will have to play 
increasingly important role. 

With a view to combat this situation. Integrated Rural Energy 
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Programme (IREP) was envisaged as a plan scheme during the 
Seventh Five Year Plan. The programme, since then, has been a 
major effort towards planning lor energy in the rural areas. Its 
main thrust is on equitv and social iustice. Prior to this, this 
programmi' was taken up and eNperimented w'lth during the 
Sixth Five Year Plan as a pilot pro|ect named as Rural i-nergy 
Plaiining Fxercise. 

t)n the basis of the experience gained from the pilot project 
IREP was 1,lunched. Being a Centrally-sponsored scheme, it has 
both Central as well as State outlays for providmg institutional 
mechanism, project preparation and promotion of rural energy 
technologies. The experience during the seventh Five Year Plan 
has been that the energy requirements and seasonal demand 
depends upon the agro-cliiruitic zone and the general climate of 
the ama concerned It has also been observed tliat non-commercial 
energy contributes more than 90 per cent of the total energy 
consumed for cookmg, except in middle gangetic zone and east 
coast plains and hills, where this percentage is lesser. Quality 
and quantity of energy used across the various agro-climatic 
zones also varies. 

While the non-commercial sources like fire-w’ood, dung cake 
and crop residue continue to be the major sources of energy even 
after introduction of IREP, various alternatives have been 
introduced. Wind mills, solar cookers, solar water heating 
arrangements, bio gas, etc are some of the newly introduced 
rural eivigy options. Most of these tc'chnologies are renew ible, 
cheap, environment-friendly and efficient. Initial cost of 
installation is subsidised, but this element of subsidy has not 
been able to coax the beneficiaries to go all out for these 
technologies. The Ninth Five Year Plan, therefore, has to address 
itself mainly towards extension work in this field, encouraging 
larger populations to shun their age old practices in favoui of 
newly introduced rural energy technologies. 

Q. 3. What is "preventive detention" as provided in our 
Constitution? Give its historic perspective. Also describe the 
legislative powers to enact preventive detention. 

4ns. While the Article 21 of mir Constitution provides for 
freedom to all citizens and also pro\ ides lor the protection against 
arbitral)' arrest and detention, the Constitution also aiithinises 
the State to make laws lor preventive detention. This provision 
has been added as part ol reasonable restrictions tor the purpose 
of securitv of the State, maintenance of public order, maintenance 
of essential supplies and for the reasons connected with Dclence, 
Foreign Affairs or securily ot India. Article 22 pnivides for arrest 
of a person without trial on any of the above-mentioned grounds, 
but at the same time, certain i-estrictions have also bex'n laid on 
such detention, which are as under. 

(i) A person may be kept under preventive detention only 
upto a period of three months Beyond this period, the 
case must be referred to an .Advisory Board who will 
examine whether the detention was justified. 

(ii) The person so detained would be informed of the 
grounds of his detention, except in i ases where it is not 
in the public interest to do so. 

(fill Tlie detained person must have an opportunity at the 


earliest to represent against the order of detention. 

Hence, preventive detention essentially means detention of 
a person without trial. While the objective of punitive detention 
is to punish a person for some offence committed bv him. the 
objectis’e ot preventive detention is to prei'onl a jierson from 
doing something wrong which comes within anv of the grounds 
specified by the Constitution It is usually resorted to under the 
circumstances where the State does not have sufficient evidence 
to charge a person under any other laws, but there is a sufficient 
suspicion that the individual may commit a wrongful act 
prejudicial lo the security ol the State, public order, 
maintenance of essential supplies, defence, foreign affairs or 
security of India. 

The concept of preventive detention existed in India since 
the British days. Under the Bengal Regulation 111 of IBIS, the 
government had the powers to detain any person on suspicion. 
Then, in 19.39, under the rules of Defence of India Ad, the 
government was authorised to detain a person when it Was 
considered necessary to prevent him from acting m any manner 
prejudicial to the defence and safely of the counlr\' The fr.iniers 
of our Constitution, however, carcfiillv considered the need to 
keep a provision for legislation on preventive detention, 
considering the fact that India was a newb -borii republic and 
the State was to be stn'ngthened to meet anv sulwerswe and 
communal activities. But the constitutional sateguards have 
been provided, so that any arbitrary act ot the State m this 
regard could be challenged in the Supreme Court oi the High 
Court. 

Thing that needs to bo undi'rstood is that the prox'ision for 
preventive detention is not self-execiilorv in nature but ie([iiires 
a law to be made by the legislature, conlui ining lo the sateguards 
provided in the Constitution There is a long list ol legisluioiis 
enacted by the Parliament from time lo tinu. I’reventive 1 k'lentiod 
Act 1950, Maintenance ol 'nternal Seiurity Ac! I.MlbA), 
Conservation ot Foreign lixchange and I’lvvention ol Smuggling 
Act (COFFPQSA; and IVrrorisis and Disiiq'lne .A't'vile-s 
(Prevention) Act (TADA) 198,5 are Ihe examples of some ot siicli 
legislations, though a few' have alread) hi'en rejuxiled. Some of 
the States like Madhya I’radesh and Jammu and K.ishmir have 
also enacted State laws luthorising preventive detention. When 
coiinected with defence, foreign affairs and security of the country, 
exclusive power to enact such legislation lies with the Union 
government. But for the security ot the State concerned, 
maintenance of public order and maintenance ol essential services, 
the power to enact legislations concerning preventive detention 
liiw with the Stale governments. 

Ikinfinuance of such a provision in the Constitution, that 
too in the chapter of Fundamental Rights, has been questioned 
by many scholars. Countries like the United Kingdom and 
the USA provide such powers to the executive only during 
the emergencies. But in a developing country like ours, where 
disruptive and communal forces continue to put pressure on 
the law and order maintaining machinery, it oiteii appears 
that the provision of preventive detention may be a necessary 
evil. 


592 FEBRUARY'98 COMPETITION MASTER 




/ 



'■■’■fr'■'J''?; ,' ■ ' .i-uV' -.''m,' “''J'''- ’ 


Business GJ(. 


Chief Executives: Match the 
companies with their Chief Executives. 


I. Asian I’aints 

II. Colgate 
Palmolive 

III. Hindalco 
Industries 

I\'. Hindustan 
Lever 
V. IDHI 

VI. ITC 

VII. Nestle India 

VIII. Reliance 
Industries 

IX. IlSCO 

X. Tata lea 


a) K.B. Dadiseth 
Iv Dhiriihhai 
Ambani 

c) YC. D' veshwar 

d) S.H. Khan 

(’) N Jayaraman 
I) IJ Irani 
j;; Kiunar 

Mangalam Birla 
In D.li Ardeshir 

i) K.K, Kiislina 
Kumar 

i) .'\shwin Choksi 


1. Name the publisher of the book. 
The Codd Smuli Thinji,b. 

flfsflarper Collins 

b) Jaico 

c) India Books 

d) None of these 

2. Ihe global merger ot Ciba Ceigy 
anil ■'■and(v has resulted in a new t'ortune 
.'>0(1 coirr'any Which one? 

al hando7-Ceigv 
h,yi;.’ido/ 
o Nocartis 
d) Ni'iie ol these 

3. With which companv has t(ie 
japanese company Sansiii lied up with to 
produce consumer eleitronic products in 
India? 

lO BI’L 

b) llaiai 
philips 
j) Videocon 

4. In a recent survey ol banks by a 
business magazine, which bank was rated 
to be ^e best in India? 

p/ Citibank 
b) State Bank of India 
i j Honkong Bank 
d) Standard Chartered 


S. In the above sun ey, which Indian 
bank was rated to be the best? 

II) State Bank of India 
lljl^duslnd Bank 
.) UTI Bank 
d) HUFC Bank 

6 Ranked at no. 12, which 
nationalised bank has been rated the 
highest in the survey on banks? 
a) State Bank of India 
h) fenk ot Baroda 
i'tw)riental Bank of Commerce 
dl Vysya Bank 

7. What is common among the 
companies GTC Industries, Jay 
Engineering W'orks and Rnthi Allots and 
Steep 

III They are all engineering 
/ companies 

b/ They are all sick and have 
approached the BIFR 
0 They were in the news because 
of takeover bids 
d) None of these 

8. With sales of $ 168.4 billion, which 
company heads the list of Fortune i>i)0 
compaiiiies? 

^ General ,Vl('tors 
III Mitsubishi 
> ( Forii 
dl IBM 

4 Ranked at 737, whuh Indian 
companv leatuies on the Fortune .SOO Iwt^ 
ii) 6 nC,C In SAil 

ri R.'ICl ifFTndianoil 

i(i. Ihe imiltinationi',1 coinpai.,' 
Philips beliaigs to which countrt ? 
ii' U.K i.UJ.SA. 

i.I France fffNetherlands 

11 With what IS the Doming Award 
a.ssociated w'ith? 
a) ISO WOO 
hi Pfoduclivitt 
WTQM 

d) None ol these 

12. What IS the name of the tigei 
that appears in Kellogg’s 


advertisements? 

Ill Goody 
ii^’l^onv 

e) |oel 

d) None of these 

n. With what W'ould you associate 
the brandname Ruggeis? 

II) Shoes 
bi jeans 

i) Stationery Items 
liFCasual Wear 

14 .Name tue company which 
organised a contest recently called 
Perlec^l) 

ITT Nokia bi Ericsson 

c) Siemens d) Spice lelccom 

15. With which product group would 

you associate the Administered Price 
Mechanism (APM), which lias been in the 
news recentli ’ 
fl) Sugar 
b/oil 

i) Foodgrains 

d) None of these 

bi. Bank ot Rajasthan, which was 
sen ed a show cause notice by RBI recently, 
belongs to which business lamiK ot India? 
(t;Hindu)as /’( Singhanias 

LyBangurs dl Mod is 

17 Which company soid a ’ Fieedom 
Coin ' this vear to loiumemor.ite 50 years 
ot India's independenci ? 

w^KiChric 

'■i.s.Ml 

. 1 Imdustan /ini I til 
d) Hindalco 

18 "Liteisajournev. F.njov Ihedrive", 
i" the advertising line lor which car'^ 

III Mercedes 
b.i F'lat Lino 
I ) Ciclo 
^ifK^'iel Astra 

19. What is the name of the lOtH) cc 
car that Daew-oo is planning to launch in 
India? 

ii) Accord 'W’^Tracuma 
c) Alla 
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if; None of these 

20. Who h.^s written the book, "Ihe 
World honk ond the I’overlv ot Notions"’ 

ii; Don Morrison 
/n.foi k Dou^los 
(.otherine (’oiilield 
i/) None ol these 

21. In 0 sui\ev hv o business 
moj>j/ine on Indio's most voliioble 
componies, whidi one bos been roted to 
be the most \o)iioble’ 

II) ^loto 

Iti'l lindiislon 1 ever 
I'i Kelionee 
III I'ssor 

22. Ill the some survey, wbuh 
eompony tops in soles, with o figure ot 
Rs 10,0% (.rore’ 

Telco 

h) Ilindiislon Lever 

I) Reliance 
if) SAIL 

2.1. .Among public sector under¬ 
takings, which ot the following has the 
maximum value? 

II) Jndianoil h) Maruti 

(/) .None ot these 

24. Among the four regions of India 
(North, South, Last ond West), which one 
has 25b or the highest number of most 
valuable companies located in it? 
h/ Wesl h) North 

c) South tl) Last 

2.^ What IS [ava? 

II) A new brand of coffee 
Ji/'A programming language 
c; Anew company dealing in personal 
healfhiaie products 
ill None ot these 

2(1. Under the Tactories .Ac!, the 
maximum numbi i ot hours per week 
that a person can work cannow'exceed- 
III It) /•; s2 ('-‘42 ^48 

27. In -I survey, 'Super 100', listing 
the best cmnp.inies ol India, which 
(.omj-any heads the list? 

Ill Relianie /OSAIL 

lO^ONt.C ill 11,1.CO 

28 With a interest coverage ratio Ot 
2127 times, which company has been rated 
to be the most credit wt>rlhv, in the same 
survey? 

^ VSNl. 

W Colgate Palmolive 
r; Bajaj Auto 
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d) Nirma 

2b. Ranked on the basis of a five-year 
return, which company heads the list in 
terms ot maximum return to shareholders, 
with a return of ini per cent’ 
sfi TVS Suzuki 
/') Wipro 

c) Pun|ab Tractors 

d) Hero I londa Motors 

10 W'lth exports ol Rs .'1.'183.7 crore, 
which lompany aihieved the maximum 
exports, among the list ot 100 companu-s? 
ii) Adnani Lxports 
h) Last India Hotels 
c) Ranbaxv 
liA'SNl 

31 Myrim Scholes and Robert 
Merton have won the Nobel f’ri/e tor 
Economics this year for their method 
ot‘ 

a) Pricing of forward trading 
transactioixs 
ii) Pricing of opticins 

c) Prc’dicting stock market trends 
(ft None of these 

.12. Name the famous chief 
executive officer of Coca Cola who died 
in 1%7- 

ii) Ted Mark 
h) Robert Woodruff 
Ii/ Roberto C. Goiziiela 

d) None of tiu'se 

33. In lb97, Microsoft faced <i serious 
c harge which was decided against it. Wliat 
war. theva-'harge? 

((/Lor monopolising the market 
through the free Internet browser 
loaded with Windows b5 
10 Lor taking the idea of Windows ‘)5 
from its competitors and 
monopolising it 

. I Lor using unlair methods to kc'c'p 
out the competition 
di None of these 

.34. "Cactus and Roses" is the 
autobiography ot which of the following 

industrialists’ 

ai Kohinton Aga 
to Ramkrishna Dalmia 
r; 1 1P. Nanda 
d/s.L. Kirloskar 

35.0ui of the total sales of corporate 
India in lb97, what is the contribution of 
family owned businesses? 
a) 18.73% 


; b) 2Q.2A% 

\ (Sk<5.41"/1, 

i d) .33.74')'., 

j Lor ciuestions 36-40, match the logos 

, with the names of the companies. 




40 \' I 



ii) Reliance 


h) Air Canada 


.1 SAIL 'V 


t)' IL( I 


,') Emirates 


ANSWERS 

!(/) 11 tc) llK.y) IV (,i) V(d) 

VI (( I VII t/i) VIII (10 IX (J) X (i; 


Score 

35-40 correct Excellent 
30-34 correct: Gcx)d 
25-29 correct; Fair 

Below 25: Brush up ycnir Business 
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This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming i 
examinations and opportunities Institutes should send us j 
information well in advance to be included here. Readers are i 
advised to assess their own suitability and that of the institute 
before applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any ' 
course or institute. 

1 

Civil Services 

I 

1. Combined State/Upper Subordinate Services ; 
(Preliminary) Examination, Uttar Pradesh (125 vacancies)— i 

Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree. Exam to be held on May 24, 1998. | 
Last date: February 12, 1998. Apply on the prescribed form to: 
Secretary, Public Service Commission U.P., Allahabad with a fee 
of Rs 30. For details see advt published on January 1,1998. 

2. Indian Forest Service Examination— Eligibility: 

Bachelor’s degree in science/agriculture and age between 21-28 , 
years. Exam date: July 12, 1998. Last date: February 16, 1998. i 
Apply to: Secretary, Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur : 
House, New Delhi - 110 011 , with a fee of Rs 60 through Central i 
Recruitment Fee stamps. For details see advt published on January i 
3. 1998. ; 

Hotel Management 

Diploma in Hotel Management (3 years)— Eligibility: Class : 
12 with English as compulsory subject and age less than 22 years. ; 
Written test: April 5,1998. Last date: February 16,1998. Apply on , 
the prescribed format to: National Council for Hotel Management , 
and Catering Technology. Post Bag No. 2281, Chanakyapuri RO., 
New Delhi - 110 021 with a DD for Rs 400 and a s.a.s.e. with ! 
stamps of Hs 2. For details see advt published on December 26, : 
1997. 


University of Delhi, Delhi - 110 007 with a DD for Rs 120 

Medicine 

1 . MBBS— Eligibility. Class 12 with 60% aggregate marks in 
science subjects and age between 17-22 years. Last date: 
February 5, 1998 Prospectus available at branches of Indian 
Overseas Bank. Completed form should be sent tO' Officer in 
charge (Admission), Armed Forces Medical College, Pune 
‘2. All India Entrance Examination lor Admission to 
MBBS/BDS course— Eligibility: Class 12 with minimum 50% 
marks in English, Physics, Chemistry and Biology and minimuiii 
age 17 years. Written test: May 10. 1998. Last date' February 4, 
1998. Forms available at branches of Canara Bank, or apply to: All 
India Pre-Medical/Pre-dental Entrance Examination Unit. CBSE, 
17-B I.P. Estate, New Delhi - 110 002 with a DD loi Rs 228 and a 
s.a.s.e. of size 12^x10 2 . 

Navy 

1. B.Sc (Nautical Science)/Marine Engineering Degree 
Course— alls. Chanakya, Navi Mumbai and Marine Engineering 
and Research Institute (MERI), Calcutta-Written test IIT-JEE to 
be held on May 2-3.1998. Apply to. Directorate General of Shipping, 
Jahaz Bhawan, WH Marg, Mumbai - 400 038 with a DD for Rs 100 
and a s.a.s.e. with stamps of Rs 14. 

2. Graduate Mechanical Engineers and Deck Cadets— 
Eligibility: Minimum 60% marks in BE (Mechanical 1 and ago below 25 
years, for deck cadets' Class 12 and age belov^ 20 years Apply to: 
International Maritime Institute 13, Institutional Area. Suiajpui Kasna 
Road. Gautam Budh Nagar - 201 206 (U P) with a DD for R.s 250 

Police 


Management 

1 . Rajasthan Management Admission Test (RMAT)— 

Eligibility' Graduation with minimum 50% marks. Written test' 
February 22, 1998 Last date: January 31, 1998. Apply to: 
Coordinator RMAT, Faculty of Management Studies, Mohan Lai 
Sukhadia University. Udaipur with a DD for Rs 600. 

2. MBA (2 year, residential)— Eligibility: Bachelor's or 
Master’s degree in any discipline Written test: March 8,1998. Last 
date: February 26. 1998. Apply to: Dean (Academic), Regional 
Engineering College, Tiruchirapalli - 620 015 with a DD for 
Rs 500. 

3. Master of International Business/Master of Human 
Resource and Organisational Development— Eligibility: 
Bachelor’s degree with minimum 50% marks. Written test: February 
22, 1998. Last date' February 6. 1998. Apply to: Admissions 
Ccrardinator, Department of Commerce, Delhi School of Economics, 


Assistant Commandants in CRPF/BSF/ITB Police (190 
posts)—Eligibility. Degree of recognised university or equivdient 
and age between 19-25 years. Candidates should also meet the 
physical standards as mentioned. Test date' Not mentioned. Last 
date: January 30, 1998. Apply to Secretary. Special Selection 
Board, Directorate General ITB Police, Tigri Camp, PO' Madangir, 
New Delhi - 110 062 with a DD for Rs 50 . For details see advt 

published on January 3, 1998 


Social Work 

MA in Social Work— Eligibility' Bachelor's degree with 
minimum 50% marks or F.ngineering/Science with 55‘’o marks. 
Last date: February 27,1998 Test and interview will be held in 
June. 1998. Apply to: Assistant Registrar (Academic), Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Post Box 8313, Oeonar, Mumbai - 400 088 
with a DD for Rs 250 and a s.a.s.e. with postal stamps ol Rs 20. 
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BANK RO^RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

QuesOons on Social and 
Economic ProMoms 


Q. Whdt are some of the obstacles that 
reforms in a country can face? What can 
the State do to help in sustaining rcfonns? 

Ans. Obstacles to reforms in any coun¬ 
try can be of various kinds. Prominent 
among those are the powerful interest 
groups who stand to lose by it Second, the 
resistance is always stronger if the prospec¬ 
tive losers are among the political 
leadership's core constituents. Sometimes, 
it is possible that the redistributive effects 
of a reform and the political strength ol 
groups affected by it render some policy 
changes politically undesirable. By and 
large, pohrv outcomes are the combined 
effect of the characteristics ot the reforms 
themselves, the political strength ot differ 
ent actors and tlie design ot the existing 
Stale institutions. 

Distributional conflicts: Reforms are 
often resisted because of the potential re¬ 
distribution of resources among differ¬ 
ent groups The composition of these 
groups depends upon the reform in ques¬ 
tion (’.,y the public sector reform could 
be thwarted by ci\ il ser\ ants who are at 
the risk ot unempimment. Similarly, 
somelimes politicians who use public 
empli.c ineni as a scuine ol pationage 
mac .ilso see as interest in blocking ct'r- 
lain kiiul.-. cii ictorm 

Inslifulional design (Mten, tlie c‘\- 
islc'oce ol olisiructing or hostile groups de¬ 
pends on the cieiiigii of State institutions. 
Mector.il .ind party sy stems are an e.sample 
L'pencncc's with proporiional eleclorel 
systems is a else f'hese svstems arc asso¬ 
ciated vcith co.ililioii governments, which 
can be dc'siralcle tc' the- extent that they bring 
more void’s Ui the cabinet and give im¬ 
portance to con.-'Cnsus. However those \ erv 
charaeterLsties can alsc' he a barrier to rc- 
lorms. riicy might cause long delays in 
policy-making and higher liscal deficits 
because ot the need to buy olt sectoral or 

896 FEBRUARY '9d COMPETITION MASTER 


regional interests. 

Political Regime; The link between 
State institutions and policy outcomes 
raises the question of obstacles to reform 
being embedded in the political regime 
For instance, some obseevers have pointed 
out that non-democratic regimes, by ha\- 
ing fewer veto points, are more conducive 
to economic development. However, no 
single type ot regime can guarantee eco¬ 
nomic and social progress. One kind of 
regime, however, is almost guaranteed to 
produce evonomic stagnation i c. the so- 
called predatory State. The focus of such 
a State is the extraction of economic rents 
from the cili/ens by those iii power. Re¬ 
searchers have not yet reached any lon- 
clusion or consensus about the 
relationship between growth and democ¬ 
racy. Some find a positive relationship, 
some a ncgati\ e relationship and many 
are inconclusive. 

Sustaining Reform: Reform ot the 
State involves not only reform of policies 
but also ol the government agencies Insti¬ 
tutions have to be created that help avoid 
heavy discounting of the benetits from 
reforms and problems of s»)cial mistrust 
( ertain steps can help sustain relorms 

Tactical design and sequencing :s 
soineihing lhat improves the ihaiues of 
success This recogni/e: the constraints ol 
existing Stale capabilities It also diliiti's 
resi.stance to change I he World 1 fevelop- 
nu>nt Report, IS'}? has .ilsi' pointed I'ut that 
there is a good match required betw'oen 
the State's mlc and its capability Regula¬ 
tory rerorm should reflect inslituticnial 
capabilities. Capability can be improved 
by strategic sequencing. It administrative 
capability is weak, then key agencies ..nd 
functions should be reformed selectively. 
Doing this, reformers ran then count on 
demonstration effects fijr the rest of the 
si'ctors Many countries have tried this 


approach beginning reform with a low criti¬ 
cal enclaves. Often, these are the Ministry 
' ot Finance, the Central Bank and the tax 

■ collection agency. It is impcirtanl lhat the 
assignment of policy responsibilities 

■ among agencies and ministries is done 
j according to the relevant professional ex- 
; pertisc. Mandates should also be broadh' 
. consonant with th'' public interest at large 

The strategic enclave approach makes it 
; easy lor countries to adopt the tirst gen¬ 
eration of reforms These reforms are typi- 
. cally those that involve stahili/ation and 
selected structural reforms 

Gradual I'hasing out ol ivlorms is 
al.so required somctime.s while matching 
• theState'slole touipability Ihiscoiikl in¬ 
volve calling for a two-stage strateg) to 
circumvent any resistance. 

Combining and Packaging Re¬ 
forms: The political cost ol retorras can 
be reduced by introducing the right mix 
ot reforms allowing kev constituencies 
to balance their gains and losses. Often, 
deep macro-economic imbalances can be 
corrected bv packaging some reforms 
and tlierebv incrca.sirg their political tea- 
sibilitv. 

Compensation. Besides sequencing 
, and design, compensation is alsoimportant. 

' espet lallv compeiisaticin tor the gioiips at- 
terted adversely by reforms—this could also 
include hiireaucrats who lose their )obs. 

Consensus: Ihis is especially ij'.ipor- 

■ lant because tiu'btale rei|uires ■. ooperalion 
Irom all major groups in society. 

There can be ni< blueprint for reforms, 

I What is important tor successful reform 
I episodes is dynamic leadership who can 
shepherd changes through complicated 
I political terrain. 

Q. 'Political Parties are said to be 
j highly indispensable and also highly 
beneficial—in fact, no government can 






work without them.' What would be some 
arguments For and Against this statement. 

Ans. A i)olitical luirty is a gnnijj ofah- 
zt'iis, more or less orgamsed, v'lio hold com 
moil vic’U'-: on public questions ond acting ns a 
polilicnl unit, seek to obtain the control of the 
government in order to promote their professed 
policies The parti/ system is an extra legal 
growth III mry democratic country. No Con¬ 
stitution provides for it and yet there is no 
country which does not have political parties. 
Arguments For 

(1) riH‘ basil' tunction of a political 
party is to bring public opinion into focus 
and frame issues tor a public debate and 
verdict Parties are responsible for carry¬ 
ing on popular government by concentrat¬ 
ing public opinion. Unless public opinion 
is concentrated in this manner and brought 
into focus, it would be impossible to run 
anv government m a democratic manner. 

(2) There arc innate temperamental 
differences among individuals; these can 
find expression through political ptU'ties, 
.•\n even more realistic di\ ision is the i on- 
tlict of economic interests Permanent sec¬ 
tional interests can be puisued only with 


the help ol political parlies. Individual ef¬ 
forts cannot succeed in achieving such 
bniad, social ob|ccti\’es. 

(3) People, on the basis of their mental 
framework, can be divided info three main 
categories; Conservatives who wish to 
maintain the status quo. Liberals who wish 
to reform the existing system and Radicals 
who advocate revolutionary changes. The 
only way these people ran promote their 
aims and safeguard their interests is to 
form close associations—political parties. 

(4) The government has to be directed 
by a coherent group of people with a settled 
policy and programme, so that there can 
be progress. Otherwise there would be 
confusion—there would be no direction of 
policy, no well-defined programme, no 
focus ot responsibility, no viable alterna¬ 
tive to a particular government, and no 
clarity of issues. 

Arguments Against 

(1) Political parties create divisions 
among people and prevent unity. Lach side 
ri'inains in a state of "wilful inconvincibility" 
with individual judgement frozen tight in 
the shape of the party mould. 


' (2) When parties seek ti' promote 

agreement or consensus, e\ en w lien none 
exists, they encourage hollowness, insin- 
■ ceritv and even hypocrisy. Indii idiiality 
gets crushed. Independent citizens tail to 
' get a place in a democratic polity. 

(3) Debate and dissent get reduced to 
a farce In the legislature, each member is 
directed to advocate a specific party line 
whether he likes it or not. One has either 

. to accept a policy or suppress his con¬ 
science or quit the party; a detector is sel¬ 
dom looked upon as a reliable citizen 

(4) Almost every party system is full 
of dishonesty, secret and fugitive influences 
which promote groupism. Also there are 
other malpractices which tend to discou'"- 
age uprightness and freedom of thought 
and action. 

(5) Almost every change of govern- 
. ment under the party system means a 

change of policy The frequent changes 
imply that there is no continuity ot policy 
' and progrfimmes and very little stability 
in the conduct of a nation's alfairs 

Q. Should agriculture be taxed? 
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Whdt are some of the arguments f or and 
AKuiii'tl this issue? 

kns. .\\l'kiilluir.il'- ■■III )■ iml lii.i fiiv 
Ay'iiriiltiiihh. ,lu jwi ,nliiiii clirirlli/ 
Thc'-r iikhidi I'l.'iil ir.ruiir, mn-.in mid mir 
diiii\;r‘- ml l.im! ir. riiiir mid ir'--<r>. nil t'n)/;s. 
71) •uiiii riiriit. Ilirir h iiim the iijin^iilliiriil 
liumiir hn 

Arguments lor taxation 

I Ij I \ en il tlu'ie h.ts Ih'i'ii scmie agn- 
I ulluial liu 01 ) 11 ' tax li'\ leil o\ et lime, it has 
alw-u'-hei'ii in \i'i\ sin,ill ijii.mlitv. It was 
just I I'ei lent in and oiilv about 

0 1 f'l-i lent 111 the St.ites' lax revenues in 
lWl-n2. lb and laige, income troni agri- 
culluie is not siihji'Cted to an income lax 
except loi Ihe agruultuial loniponeni ot 
tile net imonie ot [ilaiitations 

|2) I lireci agnculluial taxes as percent¬ 
age ot Stale lax revenue lias rapidlv de¬ 
clined siiue eionomic planning 
started- -Iroiii ISn pei cent in l‘),Sl--32 to 
1.0 per cent in l‘W 1 -42.1 he r ontribution of 
tanners is insigniiicant—this becomes 
evident d we coiisulei the tax revenues ot 
the ('em le .ind the Stalls Direi I taxes paid 
by the lainiei-,hv w.iy ot land ie\eiineand 


agricultural income tax worked out to be 7 
per cent in 1^)51 52 and came dow'ii rap¬ 
idly to 04 per cent in 1491-92, 

(.2) The agricultural sector bears tar 
less burden than thenon-agricultural sec¬ 
tor and the upper i lasses of people bear 
much less burden than the lower classes 
in both sectors. There is great scope for 
increase in agricultural taxation, specially 
upon the higher income groups. There is 
plenty ot scope tor taxation of agriculture 
income. Agriculture has not contributed 
anvlhing significant for economic devel¬ 
opment, even though the crude index ot 
economic welfare ot the agricultural sec¬ 
tor has been rising. Moreover, there is a 
high concentration of land in the hands 
of a tew Agriculture can be made to bear 
a larger burden ot taxation after taking 
care ot special characteristics ot agricul¬ 
ture. It has been felt that the class who 
benelits from the substantial investments 
in agriculture— research, irrigation, 
fertiliser plants, rural electrification, 
credit, support prices—should .ilso con¬ 
tribute a part of their prosperity towards 
the lost of development in general. 


Arguments Ai^ainst 

(1) The agiicultural prosperity' that is 
seen now has come to only a part of the 
farming family. Although commercialisation 
has taken place, the basic problem of land 
fragmentation amongst various impover¬ 
ished farmeis remains. Also, a part of the 
income ot big farmers is invested in financ¬ 
ing inputs of .scientific agriculture llesides, 
a large part of the big farmers come under 
the net of excise taxation on \ arious manu¬ 
factured goods now entering into the con¬ 
sumption patterns of these people 

Althougli tliere are various views on the 
mcthiK'i of taxation ot agricultum, the overall 
opinion is tliat some taxation ot agricultural 
income should definitely be there 

Q. Even after the entry of multina¬ 
tionals the debate about whether they 
are indispensable or not continues. Di.s- 
cuss the role that they play in the 
economy of a nation and argue their 
indispensability. 

Ans.Miiltiiiiiliuiiiil lOfwidimi'-linrvbi'cii 
dl’fllh'd ((s' 11 /liiyc i'/ks/C) (I/ cmfOnitlOII'’ of 
I’liihiih ii,iti0iiiililii\ I Ills I-., IkMVori ii iiiir- 
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row dcfiniHoH A broader definition eoivrs all 
the enterprises eonlroUin^ the assets of facto¬ 
ries, mines, sales offices and allied establish¬ 
ments in tm or more countries The latter is 
the definition the United Nations adopted in 
its 1973 study entitled “Miillinational Corpo- 
rat'on in World Development". 

Many people in the less developed roun- 
tnes have often demanded that these corpora¬ 
tions should he controlled and restricted because 
they exploit these countries' resources. 
Arguments ravoiiriiig Multinationals 

(a) It has been pouited out that the in¬ 
ternal resources of the underdeveloped or 
developing countries aR’ seldom adc'quate 
tor their economic development. Unless 
toR'ign capital and toR'ign technology come 
to the R'seue of these countries, they would 
remain backwanl for decades, or progress 
:it a very slow speed. Multinationals would 
ht‘lp expedite the pmeess of economic de- 
x elopment and thus play a useful role. 

(Ii) Multinationals bring in the latest 
technology and know-how to relatively 
backward countries, if the countries were 
to bring this on their own, il would be a 
colossal cost for them. 


(c) When the multinationals set up 
factories in developing countries, thev help 
not only to train local technicians in the 
latest technological and manufacturing 
processes, but also help in the employment 
of thousands ot persons. These countries 
also benefit because their employment 
problem gets solved. Host countries get a 
lot of direct and indirect economic gains 

(d) If the role of foreign capital is 
recognised and the utility of tori'ign ti'ch- 
nology is accepted then* is no point in re¬ 
stricting the entry and operation ot 
multinationals. The choice lies betwec'ii 
granting some incentives and economic con¬ 
cessions t(' thi'se corporations and remain¬ 
ing without their services altogether. 
Arguments Against Multinationals 

(a) These multinationals are known to 
have exploited indigenous resources and tlie 
local people to an extent that thc'ir activities 
have gained the reputation of being scan¬ 
dalous. They become safely entrenched in 
the host countries and repatriate substan¬ 
tial profits and thus act as a drain on the 
resourct.-s of that countiy. Their shares are 
largely held by foreigners, their assets and 


I profit mai);ins are high and the\' cause a 

■ substantial loss to the host countiies 

I (l>) Presence of multinationals prevents 

j indigenousinduslnc's Irom flourishing. The 
competition between the' Iwc' is unlair and 
. unet]ual. 

(f) The giant corporations go on es- 
( tablishing branch after branch in a particu¬ 
lar region, capturing the market in several 
allied pmdutes also. Thus, they also erode 
national resource's 

(d) A great deal of concern is also 
caused bv the subversive and other politi- 
I cal activities ol the multinationals The 
I miiltinationaliounlriesaresaidtobeabig 
! danger to the sovereigntv and freedom of 
I many vulnerable countries I’articiilarly, 

■ economics and politics go hand in hand. 

Q. With growing industrialisation, 
there ha.s been a tendency of increase in 
the number of people migrating to the 
; towns and cities. Increasing 
; urbanisation has been described as a 
i menace that should be checked. Give 
^ your views on the issue. 

Ans.The phenomenon of incieasing 
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urbanisation has manv causes and has 
posed many problems to tlie j’oeernmenl 
and societ)—social, et onomii. and even 
political l.urope had experieiued this 
shift in the nineteenth lentiin’, especialK 
durin); and alter the Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion. In India and other der'olopinj; coun¬ 
tries, this phenomenon has become more 
and more noticeable as industrialisation 
proceeded and governmental activity ex¬ 
panded. 

I he exodus of people into the urban 
and semi-urban areas contuiues even now. 
Young men and women, attracted by the 
prospects of employment and by the lack 
of amenities in the rural areas, are still con¬ 
centrating in the urban areas There are tv\'o 
views—treating urbanisation as an evil or 
as a sign of progress 
Urbanisation an evil 

(n) Increasing urbanisation creates 
complex problems for the administration, 
without bringing happiness to the people. 
Since 1901, India's urban population has 
increased bv about 300 per cent and the 
trend conliuues. A lot of development 
plans drawn by tlie government and in¬ 


volving crores of rupees fail to achieve 
the aims because ot the increasing shift in 
the population and the apparently unlim¬ 
ited amounts c>t monev that have to be 
spent on providing basic amenities to 
people in cities and the satellite town¬ 
ships 

(fi) Urbanisation leads to congestion 
in housing and thus, in turn, leads to in- 
snnitar; conditions, social evils, marital 
complications, unhealthy living, growth 
of slums and the evils associated with 
them 

(c) Acute problems, like pollution ot 
environment, disappearance of gardens 
and open spaces and othci complications 
art associated with over-urbanisation. 
Urbanisation—-a sign of progress 

(«) Growth of towns and cities is natu¬ 
ral and it is a worldwide phenomenon. It 
is an inevitable sequel to the advance of 
civilisation. Cities are the seats of govern¬ 
ment and such centres of power natu- 
rallv grow fast. The real challenge is not 
urbanisation /'cr sc but the problem of cop¬ 
ing with it as best as the government can. 
bocially and economically, urbanisation 


cannot be regarded as an evil. The growth 
ot slums and of unplanned urban growtli 
arc actually a riTlcction of the inadequacy 
of the government in handling the prob¬ 
lem. 

(h) The rapid growth ot towns, in fact, 
indicates that the govvinment has ivU suc¬ 
ceeded in prov iding even the basic ameni¬ 
ties ot life in the villages and the 
surrounding areas. If villages are recon¬ 
structed and developed properly, the exo¬ 
dus could be reduced 

(c) Cities and towns are centres of 
trade and commerce; people naturally go 
and like to settle there and urbanisation 
has become a symbol of economic 
progress despite the shortcomings. Ag¬ 
riculture cannot absorb all the available 
labour and all the partly employed 
people. Hor most of the year, labourers 
are idle so they travel to towns to earn 
and learn. 

((/) Plans should, in tact, be made to 
encourage giow th ol intellectual devolop- 
menl in the rural areas. II thev are prev- 
vided a variety ot activities, the excidus 
would reduce 
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DesGif ptive Quesdons 


Improving law and order 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to improve law and order situation in 
urban areas, especially the metros. Say | 
how the measures suggested by you j 
would be effective indeed! j 

Ans. If newspaper reports are any j 
indication of the prevailing situation, the 
[iiclure on the law and order front seems 
neither very stable nor satisfactory. In or- 
d('r to stem the rot and ebb the tide of the 
growing graph of crime m ferocious forms, 
the following measures, if taken in all seri¬ 
ousness, bolli bv the law enforcing agen- 
I les as well as by the public, would go a 
long wav in improving the law and ordei 
'■cenario and thus make life in urban areas 
less ebaolic and worrying. 

Since the c(iiality and quantity of 
Clime, both individual as well as organised, 
have undergone a sea-changc, policing only 
b\- the iioiico and other law-enforcing agen¬ 
cies is luit the answer to maintain law and 
order in .iny city or mega-town. (,one arc 
the .lays when people used to take a pas- 
si\ e atlikide towards acts of crime, big or 
small, and lelt things on the shoulders of 
[lolu e to manage aiul punish the law break- 
eis. Times have changed now Crime has 
gone hi-teih. I’ublic, as a witnes.s or a vic¬ 
tim ol crime, like arson and looting, bomb- 
blasts, gang-rapiiigaiul the like, will have 
to come forward and cooperate with the 
police in identifying die perpetrators or 
saboteurs and only 11’i‘n the deteriorating 
law and order situation can be improved. 

On the part of the law enforcing au¬ 
thorities and judiciary, protection of key 
witnessness and (juii k dispensation of jus¬ 
tice are the quid pro quo for people's coop¬ 
eration. j list as a pond has good as well as 
bad fishes, the police force too suffers from 
a few black sheep in their ranks. They have 
to be identified and given the marching 
orders before tlieir treacherous tentacles 


adversely tell upon the health ot the law- ■ 
enforcing authorities. Honest and consci¬ 
entious police offi. ials at all levels will have 
to be encouraged and rewarded Too many ^ 
transfers on political consideraliuns will i 
have to be stopped forthwith. 

IVriodic review, and whenever neccs- ; 
sary, revision of pay scales and service ! 
conditions of all types ot police force, arc [ 
the crying need ot the hour Quite often it ' 
' has been noticed that quite a large number ' 
i of police-men arc attached with VVl Ps, for j 
I obvious and sometimes ostentatious con- 
! siderations.lt is time that their services are i 
j used more for improving the over-all law 
i and order situation, 
i 

i 

. Primary education versus higher 
I education 

I Q. Some people feel that higher 
I education in India should be privatised 
i whereas primary/elemcnlary education 
I should be handled only by the State. 
Give two arguments in favour and two 
against the proposal. 

Aiguments in favour of the proposal 
! 1 . Higher education, botii liberal as 

j well as technical or protessional, at the cost 
i of elementary or primary education h.is 
; been a farce and fraud played on those 
j who still gropi' in the darkness of igno- 
! ranee born out ol illiteracy, by design or 
i default, the painful fact that stares us in 
! the face is that our priorities have been 
1 faulty and our preferences—rather prac- 
I tices—miles away from realities. Whcri'as 
1 allocation on education kept going down 
every passing year, expenditu .c on higher 
education went up, and that too at the ex¬ 
pense of those whose free and compulsory 
education was guaranteed by the Consti 
tution. Enough is enough now and if some 
j right thinking persons led that higher cdii- 
I cation should be privatised, such a pm- 
i posal should not hurt those who rt'ccive 
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the most expensive education in technical 
or professional colleges of the country for 
a pittance and do not care a fig for the 
counliy Ivlore accepting jobs abmad. 

2 The kite ol those wlio receive lib¬ 
eral education in colleges and universities 
funded by the Stale is no belter. Most of 
the youth thus educated stand out as'so- 
cially irrelevant, lulturally distorted and 
emotionally disturbed crealuics If such is 
the repulsive result of colossal investment 
in higher education, it is time some serious 
reappraisal ol our policies is done and, in 
tune with the changing scenario, higher 
I'ducation is handed over to the private 
sector Since technical or professional edii- 
; cation is )ob-orionted, the recipients of such 
; education w'oiTt mind it they have to foot 
I the bill of their education in the hope to 
encash it at a later date. India can no longer 
' attord to ignore the requirements ol pri- 
I mary or elementary education simply be- 
; f a use the elite of the country so desires for 
, its personal progress and promotion. 

I Arguments against the proposal 
; 1. Who can denv the fact that even in 

, the ageof liberalisdtivin, the role of the State 

■ IP providing vital social services like edu- 
i cation, health-care and the like to the 

■ people is a major one? By handing over 
I highci education to the private sector, are 
; wo not going to deprive a ma|or chunk of 

■ our aspiring yoiilb the benefits of higher 
I education simply because they may be 

unable to pav exhorbitanl fees and other 
, dues once such an ediu ation is privatised, 

' rather commercialised? Let those who nd- 
; vocato such a course pause and ponder 
ov or the possible consequences ot such a 
I puerile proposal and preposterous propo- 
I sition. 

2. The proposal to transfer funds from 
i higher education to primarv-cum-elernen- 
\ tary education is nothing short of enrich- 
: ing john and robbing Paul. Such a travesty 
: of social justice and mix-kery of equal rights 
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for all. d(?sprvt' to be consigned to the gut¬ 
ter. It paucity ol .ideiiuale tunds lor carry¬ 
ing out lonstituljonal .'hligalion'- are a 
constraint, the State should go in for iiii- 
mi'diate pinning ol uasletul expendi¬ 
ture and mindless prolligacv. No civilised 
society c.in enteitain suih a proposal as 
looks upon cdiuation purely m terms of 
trade and commerce Higher education, 
whether technical or liberal, is a 'must' lor 
the healthy growth ol multi-taceted .soci¬ 
ety, now and hereafter. 

Song, music and life 

Q. If song and music disappear 
from life, what would happen? Give 
three possible consequences if such a 
situation arises in future. 

Ans. Music, as we all know, is not only 
the voice of love, it is also the nectar ol life, 
Music and melodv, song and symphony, 
enrich life beyond ail measures and calcu¬ 
lations. They are such an integral part of 
human civilisation and culture that their 
suddcndirapf-iearance from life willsurcly 
upset the apple-carl and bring about an 
upheaval m human psyche that may tail to' 
find a suitable substitute to make good the 
loss. 

Song and music being the soul and 
succour of life, good or bad, joyous or sor¬ 
rowful, their disappearance from life may 
not bring the hea\’en.s (•.'•ashing d(iwn but 
their abseme would certainly leave much 
tobedt'sired in life. In fact, song and muHc 
enli\ en every occasion of mirth and merry¬ 
making. V'.'bother we .ire celebrating some 
religion'' ritual .ircociallunetion.bc'lh .song 
and miisii add gi.t.er and glamour to the 
occasion and make it memorable fairs, 
f.'stivals, (oncerts and ccmgregalions re¬ 
ceive their minh needed impetus and in¬ 
spiration whi'ii they are arciimp.inied by 
lilting tunes and sonorou,'. songs. Ciod for¬ 
bid, it song and music \ .mish into the thin 
air lile would become a nightmare and 
existence an extre melv irksome exercise 

Life without iniisir is like fish witliout 
waiter The moment song and music disap¬ 
pear from lift, mc'notony aiid bc'redom 
would overtake us in abundant measures 
and render us more or less like lobots, 
without emotions and ei static reactions. 
Dances ol all hues and hypes would be¬ 


come lifeless and listlc.ss if they are not | 
.sii|>ported and sustained by the rhyllinuc 
beat of drums or the haunting tunes of 
musical instruments. Movies, especially tlic 
Indian types, that have captivated the au¬ 
diences all along their varying courses with 
the active contributions of song and mu¬ 
sic, will become a stale or sterile presenta¬ 
tion of stereotyped stories. 

Almost all the music companies the 
world over will have to shut their shutters 
down, rendering hundn^dsand thousands 
of persons jobless overnight. Moreover, in 
the context ol presonl-day life, that is full 
of physical sirain and mental stress, if there 
is anything that can soothe our ruffled 
err otions and agitated mind.s, it is the sweet 
stream ol music and robust refrain of song. 
In short, the very purpose of life is incom¬ 
plete .md incoherent without song and 
music cxcupying the pride of place in 
everybody's life. 

Poverty—the problem of machines 
versus men 

Q. The problem of poverty arising 
out of unemployment and underem¬ 
ployment can be solved by using more 
hands and less machines. Substantiate 
your views on the statement based on 
your reading, experience and the ground 
realities. 

Ans. Poverty is a global problem. Its 
demeaning and degrading impact on the 
poor, especially in the Third World cenm- 
tries where human population has been 
burgeoning bv leaps and bounds, is Icx) 
striking .md stark to be ignored. With more 
and more' mouths to be fed, and opportu¬ 
nities ot emplovmcnt for unskilled hands 
shrinking by the day, the problem of pov¬ 
erty IS getting more and more daunting and 
devious, rraditional arts and crafts that 
used to offer .sell-employment arc becom- 
mg olvsolelc and non-renunerative as com¬ 
pared to n.achinc-made goods. The twin 
curses ot unemployment and underem¬ 
ployment have forced millions and millions 
of ruralites to rush to the towns and cities 
in search of means of livelihood. Fven 
there, the victims of poverty find the going 
rather tough with chances of employment 
tew and far between. When such is the 
sinister scenario, where is the way out of 


the dilemma? 

Gandhiji's down to earth approach 
to tackle the perennial problem of 
'India’s poverty in plenty' is valid and 
relevant even today, provided our plan¬ 
ners and policy-makers do not look to 
the West for the solution ot many pre¬ 
dicaments that confront us. His empha¬ 
sis to use human hands vis-.i-vis 
machines would have proved a panacea 
of many a socio-economic ill it we had 
properly understood his concept The 
revival ot cottage, and small-scale indus¬ 
tries based on local produce and raw 
material could have stoppe^d---at least 
c urbc'd or controlled - uninterrupted mi¬ 
gration of rural ycHith to the urban .ir- 
eas. Fven now it is not too late l.i nienci 
the matters. 

Revival of rural arts .ind crafts, with 
necessary innovation and mtegiation 
with demand at home and abro.id, can 
go a long w’.i} in allev i.iling the suniri’c 
ot poverty. Such a cmirse. tollowecl with 
all serioiisnes.s, can empKn millions ol 
hands that remain unemployed or iinder- 
employecl m the niuiilrvside New av¬ 
enues ol work, like pnu ision ot 
intrastructure and greening of landsc.ipe 
iri the coiintrvside can create a lot ot 
employment opportunities Housing is 
another are.i, both m rural and uii'.m 
drea.s, that can absorb a big chunk ol our 
people 

Expansion ot irrigation facilities can 
enable tanners, and others wedded to the 
soil, to cLilticate those lands that .tc ei¬ 
ther barren or lohil'y dependant cm rains 
Taming of rivers and diversion ot Hood 
waters into the newly dug can.iis can nio- 
\ iue work to those hands that are in dire 
need of such work. Aping the West, un¬ 
der compulsion or compromise and im- 
poiling their second-hand technology 
may latlcn the coffers of some but as lar 
as the poverty of Indian masse.s is con¬ 
cerned, it will he aggravated turlher In 
India out problem is the proper utilisation 
of massive man-power and this can be 
done only if we plan our strategies by 
keeping in view our requirements. We 
cannot entirely do without machines. But 
we cannot afford to waste our man-power 
also. There ought to bo a workable ad¬ 
justment betweem the two. 


602 FEBRUARY'98 COMPETITION MASTER 



ilMinNiiagneiic RadbiOon 


In terms of classical theory, electro¬ 
magnetic radiation is the flow of energy 
through space at the universal speed of 
light in the form of electric and magnetic 
fields that make up an electromagnetic 
wave. In such a wave, time-varying electric 
and magnetic fields are mutually linked 
with each other at right angles and 
perpendicular to the direction of motion. 

l-lectromagnctic radiation exhibits a 
multitude of phenomena as it interacts 
with charged particles in atoms, molecules 
and larger objects of matter. The spectrum 
of Ireijuencies of electromagnetic radiation 
extends from very low values over the 
range of radio waves, television waves and 
mi( mwaves to visible light and beyond to 
the substantially higher values of ultra¬ 
violet light. X-rays, and gamma rays. 

Close to 0.01 per cent of the mass/ 
energv of the entire universe occurs in the 
form ol electromagnetic radiation. MI hu¬ 
man lile is immersed in it and modern 
communications technology and medical 
ser\ ices are particularly dependent on one 
or another of its forms 

Practically all the fuels that modern 
soi iety uses—gas, oil, and coal -are stored 
tome, of encigy received from the Sun as 
electromagnetic radiation millions of years 
ago. Only the energy from nuclear reac¬ 
tors does not originate from the Suti. 

Everyday life is pervaded bv man¬ 
made electromagnetic radiation' tood is 
heated in miemwave ovens, airplanes an' 
guided by radar waves, lelevLsion sets re¬ 
ceive electromagnetic waves transmitted 
by broadcasting stations, and infrared 
waves Irom healers provide warmth. In¬ 
frared, waves ilso are given off and re- 
leived by automatic seli-foi'using cameras 
that electronically measure and set the 
correct distance to the i^bject to be 
photographed. As soon as tlic Sun sets, 
incandescent or fluorescent lights arc 
turned on to provide artificial 
illumination, and cities glow brightly with 
the colourful fluorescent and neon lamps 


of advertisement signs. Familiar loo is | 
ultraviolet radiation, which the eyes ' 
cannot see but whose effect is felt as pain j 
from sunburn. Ultraviolet liglit represents j 
a kind of electromagnetic radiation that ' 
tan be harmful to i-.le. Such is also true of ■ 
X rays, which are important in medicine | 
as they allow physicians to observe the 
inner parts ol the body but exposure to 
which should be kept to a minimum Less 
familiar are gamma rays, which come from 
nuclear reaitions and radioactive decay 
and are part of the harnilul liigh-energy 
radiation of radioactive materials and 
nuclear weapons. 

One may classify the generation ot 
clectnimagnetic radiation into two catego¬ 
ries: fl) systems or processes that produce 
radiation covering a broad continuous 
spectrum of frequencies ^aid (2) those that 
emit (and absorb) radiation of discrete fre¬ 
quencies that are characteristic of particu¬ 
lar systems. The Sun with its continuous 
spectrum is an example of the first, while 
a radio transmitter tuned to one Ircquency 
exemplifies the second category 

Forms of electromagnetic 
radiation 

F.Iectromagnelic radiation appears in 
a wide variety ot forms and maniles'.a- 
tions. Yet, these d.verse jiheiu'mena are 
understood to conipiise a single aspect o' 
nature, following simple physical 
principles. Common to all lorms is the 
tact that elecliomagiu’tic radiation 
I inlcriicts with and is generated bv I'lcctric 
charge s nie apparent dilterences in the 
: fihenomena arise from the question in 
: which environment and under what 
I circumstances can charges respt.nd nn the 
time scale ot the frequency ot the 
radiation. 

At smaller frequencies, electric 
I charges typically are llie freely moving 
i electrons in the metal components ot 
i antennas or the free electrons and ions in 


space that give rise to phenomena related 
to radio waves, radai waves and 
microwaves. At higher frcA-juencies, in the 
infrared region of the spectrum, the 
moving clwrges are primarily as.sociated 
with the rotations and vibrations of 
molecules and the motions of atoms 
bonded together in materials Hlectromag- 
lU'lic radialion in the vi.sible range to X- 
ra\s have frequencies that correspond to 
charges within atoms, whereas gamnia 
rays are associated with frc'cjiiencies of 
charges within atoii'ic luicln. 

Riidin Waves Kiidio waces .ire used 
loi wireless transmissicin ol sound mes¬ 
sages, or inlormalion, fi>r communication, 
as well as Icir maritime and ain rail naviga- 
tii'n. The information is imj’osed on the 
electromagnetic i .ii rier wave as Amplitude 
Modulation l.AM) or as I requency .Modu¬ 
lation (FM) or in digital lorm (pulse modu¬ 
lation). Iransmission flieiclurc iiivolvi’s not 
a single-lrequency electromagnetic wave 
bill rather a freqiiencv band whose width 
IS proportional to the mtoimation density. 

Radii, wav es transmitted by antennas 
in cerlam directions an’ bent or even re¬ 
flected back to Faith bv the ionosphere 
rliev rnav bi>iinc»' i tt the Farlh and be 
ret'ecled by the ionosphere repeatedly, 
making ladio transmission aremnd the 
globe po'isible 

I'lxIremeK 1 ow-Frequency il-LF) 
wave- tire ol inti'i'csi ioi uiiuiniinu ations 
svsfenis lor ' iibmariiu's iln lelativeh 
weak absorption bv seavvatei ol 
eleclroin.ignetii. radialii'n at low 
Ireqiiencies .iiid the existence ot prominent 
resonance.^ of the nalur.il cav itv lormed 
bv the I'.iirth and the ionosphere make the 
range between .S and 100 H/ attractive for 
this application. 

Microwaves'. The microwave region 
extends from 1,000 lo 200,()(i0 MH/ (or ^0- 
centimetre to one-millimetro wav elengths). 
.Although microwaves were first produced 
and studied in 1886 b\ Fieri/., their 
practical application had to await the 
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invention of suitabli* generators, such as 
the Klystron and magnetron. 

Microwa\'es are the principal l arricrs 
ol high-spi'i'd telegraphic data transmis¬ 
sions between stations on the Fiarth and 
also between ground-based stations and 
siitellitcs and space probes 

Micrtm a\ e transmitters and receivers 
are paralwlic ilish antennas. They produce 
microwave beams whose spreading angle 
is proportional to the ratio of the wave¬ 
length ol the constituent waves to the di¬ 
ameter ot the dish. The beams can thus be 
directed like a searchlight. Microwave ra¬ 
dar is widely used for guiding airplanes 
and vessels and for detecting speeding 
motorists. Microwaves can penetrate 
clouds of smoke, but are scattered by wa¬ 
ter droplets, and so are used for mapping 
meteorologic disturbances and in weather 
forecasting. 

Microwaves play an increasingly 
wide role m heating and cooking food. 
They are absorbed by wafer and fat in 
foodstuffs in the tissue of meats) and 
produce l\eat horn the inside. In most 
cases, this reduces the cooking time a 
huiidredloki. Such dry objects as glass and 
ceramics, on the other hand, am not heateil 
in the process, and metal foils are not 
penetrated at all. 

Infraied Radiation; Beyond the red 
end of the visible range but at frequencies 
higher than those ot radar waves and 
microwaves is the infrared region of the 
electromagnetic spectrum, bctvi'eeii 
frec|u>'nciesof 10' and .Tx !()"H/. Infrared 
radiatioii is absorbed and emitted by the 
rotations and vibralions of chemically 
bonded atoms m groups of atoms. For 
instance, window glass that is transparent 
to visible light absorbs inlrared radiation 
by the vibration ot its constituent atoms. 
Inlrared radiation is strongly absorbed by 
water and bv the almt'sphere Although 
invisible to the eye, infrared radiation can 
be detected as warmth by the skin. Nearly 
50 per cent ot the Sun's radiant energy is 
emitted in the infiared region of the 
electromagnetic spectrum, with the rest 
primarily in the visible region. 

Visible Radiation. Visible light is the 
most familiar form of eleclromagnetic 
radiation and makes up that portion of 
the spectrum to which the eye is sensitive 
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This span is very narrow; the frequencies 
of violet light are only about twice tho.se 
of red. The corresponding wavelengths 
extend from 7 x 10 ■■ centimetre (red) to 
4x10'^ centimetre (violet). 

Life on Harth could not exist without 
visible light, which represents the peak of 
the Sun’s spectrum and close to one-half 
of all of its radiant energy. Visible light is 
essenli.ll for photosynthesis, which enables 
plants to produce the carbohydrates and 
proteins that arc the food sources for ani¬ 
mals. Coal and oil are sources of energy 
accamulalcd from sunlight in plants and 
microorganisms millions of years ago, and 
hydroeleclric power is extracted from one 
step of the hydrologic cycle kept in mo¬ 
tion by sunlight at the prc*senl time. 

Ultraviolet Radiation: The spectral 
region extending between visible light and 
X-rays is designatcYl ultraviolet. Sources 
of this form of electromagnetic radiation 
are hot objects like lire Sun, synchrotron 
radiation sources, mercury or xenon arc 
lamps and gaseous discharge tubes filled 
with gas atoms that have internal electron 
energy levels which correspond to the 
photons of ultraviolet light. 

When ultraviolet light strikes certain 
matcruils, it causes them to fluoresce—i.c., 
they emit electromagnetic radiation of 
lower energy; such as visible light. The 
spectrum of fluorescent light is characleris- 
lic of a material's composition and thus can 
be used tor screening minerals, detecting 
bacteria in spoiled food, identifying 
pigments or detecting torgerii'S of artworks 
and other objects (the aged surfaces of 
ancient maible sculptures, tor instance, 
fluoresce yellow-green, whereas a freshly 
cut inarblesurface fluoresces brij^ht violet). 

X-Ray: X-Rays are produced in X-ray 
lubes by the deceleration cl energetic 
elec tnms (bremsstrahl ung) as they hit a meLil 
target or by accelerating electrons moving at 
relalivistii velocitii's in circular orbits (syn¬ 
chrotron ladiation; see above). They am de¬ 
tected by their photochemical action in 
photograpliic emulsions or by their ability 
to ionize gas atoms- every X-ray photon 
prixiuces a burst of electrons and ions, re¬ 
sulting in a current pulse. By counting the 
>atc of such current pulses per second, the 
intensity of a flux of X rays can be mea¬ 
sured. Instruments used for tills purpose are 


called Geiger counters. 

X-ray astronomy has revealed very 
strong sources of X rays in deep space. In 
the Milky Way Galaxy, of which the solar 
system is a part, the most intense souras 
are certain double star systems in wliich 
one of the two stars is thought to be ei¬ 
ther a compact neutron star or a black 
hole. The ionized gas of the circling com¬ 
panion star falls by gravitation into the 
compact star, generating X rays that may 
be more than 1,000 times as intense as the 
total amount of light emitted by the Sun. 
At the moment of their explosion, super- 
novae emit a good fraction of their en¬ 
ergy in a burst of X rays. 

Gamma Rays: Six years after the 
discover)’ of radioactivity (18%) by Henri 
Bccquerel ot France, the New Zealand-born 
British physicist lirnesl Rutliertord found 
that three different kinds of radiation are 
emitted in the decay of radioactixe 
substances; these he called alpha, beta, and 
gamma rays in sequence of their ability to 
penetrate matter. The alpha particles were 
founti to be identical with the muTei ol 
helium atoms and ihe beta ravs were 
identified as electrons. In 1912 it was shown 
that the much more penetrating gamma 
-rays have all the properties of very energetic 
electromagontic radiation, or photons. 
Gamma-ray photons are between 10,000 
and 10,000,000 times more energeliL than 
the photons ot visible light when tliev origi¬ 
nate from radioactive atomic nuclei 
Gamma rays with a million million limes 
higher energy make up a very small p.ii t 
ot the cosmic rays that reach the Farth from 
supernovae or from other galaxies. The 
origin ot the most energetic gamma rays is 
not yet known. 

The great penetrating power of 
gamma rays stems from tlie tact that they 
have no electric charge and thus do not 
interact with matter as strongly as do 
charged particles. Because of tlieir penetrat¬ 
ing power gamma rays can be used fi.t 
radiographing holes and defects in metal 
castings and other structural parts. At the 
same time, tliis property makes gamma 
rays extremely hazardous. The lethal ef¬ 
fect of this form of ionizing radiation makes 
it useful for sterilizing medical supplies 
tliat cdimot be sanitized by boiling or for 
killing organisms that cause food spoilage. 







Improve Ytour Word Power 


1. aghast: {a) mspircd {b) horrified (c) informed (d) enter¬ 
tained. 

2. banter (a) wander (b) jest (r) announce (if) convert. 

3. caboodle: (a) thing (h) ghost (c) fiction (if) folly. 

4. debunk: (n) mock (b) admire (c) reserve (d) resign. 

5. exasperation: (a) silence (b) explosion (c) consultation 
(d) anger. 

6. fidgety: (a) peaceful (b) informative (c) restless (d) vio¬ 
lent. 

7. gaga: (d) thoughtful (b) tired (c) crazy (d) careful. 

8. hey-day (a) expansion (b) depth (c) depression (d) prime. 

9. inveterate: (a) addicted (b) abnormal (c) excellent 
Ilf) worldly. 

10. jink: (fl) arrogance (b) movement (c) convenience (d) luxury. 

11. kowtow; (rt) run (fast) (b) learn (by heart) (c) submit (hum¬ 
bly) (d) donate (willingly) 

12. leitmoti f: (a) slogan (b) theme (c) sermon (d) discassion. 

13. mish-mash; (a) admission (b) satisfaction (c) collision 
(d) mixture. 

14 nobble: (a) surrender (b) support (c) succeed (d) influ¬ 
ence. 

1.3. obsession; (li) preparation (b) rejection (c) pre-occupation 
(d) adventure. 

16. purport: (n) acceptance (b) interview (c) meaivng (d) .se¬ 
lection. 

17. quern: {a) bullock-carl (b) hand-mill (c) bus driver (d) res- 
enation-counter. 

i 8. rendezvous: (n) meeting (place) (b) birth-day (f)summai y- 
trial (d) nild puiushment. 

19 savvy: (a) rumour (b) gossip (i) commonsense (d) shadiiw- 
boxing. 

20 turncoat; (a) speaker (b) judge (c) referee (d) deserter. 


ANSWERS 

1. aghast: (b) horrified, awestruck. 

—Villagers were aij/hi.sI at the human sacrifice performed by 
the temple priest. 

2 . banter (b) jest. 

—Cultural heritage i.< a priceless asset and none should ban¬ 
ter about its peace in our national life. 

3. caboodle: (a) thing, fact. 

—This is an interesting caboodte when you consider yourself 
being holier than the rest. 

4. debunk: (a) mock. 

—The much publicised achievements of the government on 
population policy have been debunked by demographers as noth¬ 
ing but sham. 


5. exasperation; (d) anger, irritation. 

—The continuous noise disturbed the patient so much that 
she cried out in exasperation and begged for silence. 

6. fidgety: (c) restless. 

—Quite often waiting for a train or bus makes me /idgcfy. 

7. gaga- (c) crazy, senile. 

—The grand old man who used to command in the past has 
gone };iij(a now. 

8. hey-day: (d) prime, peak, glory. 

—In solitude a successful person remembers the struggles and 
successes that he had to undergo and taste in the hei/-dai/ of his life. 

9. inveterate: (a) addicted, habitual. 

—He is an inveterate liar and therefore nobody takes his state¬ 
ment seriously 

10. jink: (b) movement, turn. 

—Promoting a spartan (simple) life-style and prohibiting 
public drinking sound a bit cotnic for a party whose leaders are 
given to much higher jinks (noisy and mischievous fun). 

11. kowtow: (r) submit (humbly) 

—In the absence of ethics and morality in politics, some power- 
seekers refuse to kowtow to their party discipline and dictates. 

12 leitmotif; (b) theme, teature, idea. 

—Secularism is the feitnwtif of our Constitution and the es¬ 
sence of our civilisation. 

13. mish-mash: (d) mixture, mc.ss, jumble 

—The book was a sentimental inisli-nwiii that told the world 
what a wonderful woman she was 

14. nobble; (d) influence, bribe. 

—The contractor approached and tried to nobble the oflicer- 
m-charge before the fenders were inviied 

13. obsession; (cl pre-occupation, mania, fixation. 

- 1 le suffers from many obsessions but the most passionate 
one IS to become nch and famous overnight. 

16. purport- u'l meaning, significance. 

—Ihe purport of the statement of the chairman is that the 
firm h.T- gone bankrupt. 

17. quern; (b; hand-mill. 

—His w ritings have a distinct rural flavour of maize, fields, 
bare cots, open hearths, ipieins and mud-plastcrcd walls 

18. rendezvous: (a) appointment, meeting place 

—Tlic Coffw House of the city is the only rendezvous for 
-A-nters and artists 

19. savvy: (c) commonsense, understanding, shrewdness. 

-The ruling elite has had neither the politicaLsawii/ nor belief 

in the correctness of its own policies. 

20. turncoat: (d) deserter, defector, traitor. 

—Today, there seems no sense of shame in cheating tiie voters 
and becoming a turncout for selfish ends. 
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Following questions were asked in National Defence Academy Examination, September 1997 


I JHiuil iipj'fiiii’il in jiiiiiiiini 
'9l< jdii/c Tlir hiil.iiiii' ijiii''<lio)i^ luc '>iiv)i , 
below. 

COMPRr.HENSION (l/iws 2^) lo 4(1} 
DirecNojis: 

In this St'i tion vi)ii have tour short ' 
passdf>i's. Attor each passage you will find 
several questions based on the passage. 
First, read l’as.sage 1, and answi>r the ques- ; 
tions based on it Then go on to the other 
passages 

lixnmples 'I' and')' are solved for you 
Passage 

In our approach lo life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basii lad that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and uninistakenly is the 
desire fo*" peace, security and happiness. 
Different torms of life at differi'iit le\'els of 
existenre make up the teeming denirens 
of this earth ol ours .And, no matter 
whether they belong to the higher group.^ 
such as human beings or to the lower 
groups SLu h as animals, all beings prima¬ 
rily seek peace, comtorl and security. I ite 
is as dear to a mute i reatiire a-- it is a 
man I ven the lowliest insect strives tor 
protection against dangers that thieaten 
its lite. |iist as each one ol ii' w ants lo live 
and not to die, so do all other creatures 

1 The author's mam point is that 
(a) dilterenl lorms ot life are lound 
on earth 

l/i) different levels ol existence aie 
possible m nature 
u) [leace and security aie the duel 
goals ol all In mg beings 
((/) even the w eakest creature 
struggles to preserve its lik' 

1 Which one c'l the following assump¬ 
tions i>r steps is c'ssential in developing 
the author's position'' 

(ii) All forms ot lite have a single 
(u erriding goal 

(li) rhe will to survive cd a creature 
is identified with a dt'sire for 
peace 

tci All beings are divided into 


higher and lower groups 
'd) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and lite, and pain 
and death 

Lxfilamitioii 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and secu¬ 
rity are the chief goals of all living be¬ 
ings', which IS response (c). So 'c' is the 
correct answer, 

J. The best assumption underlying the 
passage is 'The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture IS identified with a desire for peace', 
which is response (h). So ‘h' is the correc t 
answer 

\'mi> attempt items 29 to 40. 

Passage I 

In the past people watched the wind 
closely Hunters knew that game moved 
with the winds, and farmers knew that 
1 hanging winds brought ram or drought. 
Today lew people can tell where the wind 
comes from We live inside walls, sur- 
nnindc’d by concrete and glass, and get 
our weathc-r Irom the radio or TV news 
We hear pop musu, and not the classical 
si vie ot tile wind, which is in the collision 
ot leal and blade, the green ot branches 
under stress, the stirring ol ocean waves. 

2*^1 I lit' diflerence between tlie people 
111 the past and those of today is in 

111 ) their appreciation of the beauty 
of nature 

('') the Kind ol houses chey live in 

(i) the kind of occupation they pur¬ 
sue 

(iij their capacilv to understand the 
forces ol 1 ^ 111^0 

,Tl) I’ ople of today lack knowledge 
ot the wind because' 

(ii) they are all the time inlemsted 
in things like pop music 

(/)) they have less contact with na¬ 
ture 

(f) they watch the TV programmes 
tor the understanding of the 
weather 


(d) they live in glass houses 
31. People of the past could tell the 
changing weather because' 

(a) they were well versed in classi¬ 
cal music 

(/>) they experienced rain and 
drought 

(f) they observed the wind closely 
(d) they listened to the collision of 
the branches of trees 
Passage II 

Our country is lacing a severe envi¬ 
ronmental crisis If It is not tackled on a 
war fooling, it will certainlv lead lo sono- 
econoinic' and ecological disaster, which 
will seriously affect the lives ot millions 
of people, especially the poor. Ciovernment 
data usually understates the extent ot 
environmental dostruction. Tlie reeenl 
satellite data has revealed that India is 
losing millions ot hi’ctart's ot forest every 
year which is maiiv times more than the 
annual rate ot detorestatu'ii put out b\ 
the forest dcp.irlmenl 

32 The latest data regarding los- ot 
forests have bix’ii collecteil In 
(ii) Stale (.ovc'rnments 
(tb environmenlalisls 

(i) saiellile 

(d) Indian farmers 
3.'> If InduTs environmental problem 
is not deall with urgentiv, it will 

(ii) lead to w'ar 

(/') make people unemployed 
(c) create problems ot poverty 
( 1 /) ruin the ecology of the uiurtry 
. 34 . The amount ol environmental 
damage as indicated by official figures is 
(a) more than the actual damage 
(hi muih less than the actual one 

(c) as much as it really is 

(d) not very alarming 
Passage 111 

Large-scale unemployment is no less 
than a curse. Its consequences are damag¬ 
ing lo society as well as to the individual. 
What a tragedy it is for a young person or 
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even an older person to feel useless and 
unwanted? It lakes away not only prest*nt 
pleasure or comfort but even the one thing 
most needed for life, that is, hope. It is 
difficult for an unemployed person to feel 
any obligation to society, and this results 
in indifference, it not hatred. Such a soci¬ 
ety can have little hope of progress or even 
of survival lor long. 

^5 Unemployment is a tragedy he- 
lause it 

{a) damages the society 

(b) brings a curse on the young 
people 

(i ) ruins the country 

id) makes both the young and the 
old livl unwanted 

.If) An unemployed person is usually 

(a) ready to help people around 
him 

(/') lull of hatred towards society 

(c) imlilferent to what happens 
around him 

(i/) deli'miined to change the society 

,'^7 A si.ciety in which there is a great 
deal ol unemployment 

Ui) w'ill have almost no chance ol 
progress 

(l>) will have lair chances of 

progress 

(c) can hof'e to lontinue like that 

peaieliilly 

id] will feel demoralized 
Passage IV 

An old man lame t(i Bombay for the 
lirst time I le hired a taxi which travelled 
at such a speed and on such an erratic 
course that it nearh colliiled wi'h a car 
lake care, died the terrilied passenger 1 
aai afraid I will be in hospit. I instead ol 
at mv son's house This is the first time 1 
have travelled in a taxi The driver who 
was --wealing said, '1 understand vour 
tears. This is the lirst time 1 am driving 
one!' 

■^S The old man was upsi't because 

(a) h.e did not know the address ol 
his son 

(b) it was the first time he had trav¬ 
elled in a taxi 

(I'l the taxi-driver drove the taxi | 
dangerously 

(d) the taxi had met with an acci¬ 
dent 

.Tf. The stfitcmcnt, '1 am afraid I'll be 


I in hospital instead of at mv son’s house,' 

I implies that the old man is 

■ (rt) anxious 

I (b) nervous 

; (i-) angry 

(d) perplexed 

1 40. From the passage we come to 

I know tliat the 

! (ii) driver was a good temi’ered 
man 

i (M old man was a city dweller 

I (i) old man was angry 

I (if) drivel was inexperienced 

i ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
i SENTENCE (Ifemu 41 to 45) 
j Directions: 

In each of the items 41 to 45, there is 
I a sentence of which some parts have been 
I jumped up You are required to re-arrange 

■ these parts which are labelled I’ Q, K and 
I S to produce the correct sentence Choose 
I the proper sequence and mark in your 
: Answer Sheet accordingly. 

I Lxamph-. 

Z. It IS well-known that 
i (P) the effect (Q) is very bad (K) on 
children (S) of cinema 

The proper sequence should be 
(17) P S R 0 

(b) SPQR 

(c) S K P Q 

(d) Q S R P 

rvj)/rtiia/i(i)i The proper way of writ¬ 
ing the sentence is 'll is well-known that 
the etfect of cinema on children is verv 
bad ' I'liis IS indicated bv the sequence 
P S K Q and so 'ii' is the lorred answer. 
Niur iillrnipt 41 to 4.S 

41 In favour ('f English, 

(P) has chances ol securing emplov- 
meiit (Q) we may say that (Rj in all jiarts 
of India and in foreign countries (5) an 
English knowing Indian 

The proper sequence shotil.l be 

(a) Q S P R 

(b) SPQR 

(c) S R Q P 

(d) Q R P S 

42 The hungry man 

(P) and said (Q) replied in the nega¬ 
tive (R) that he only w'anted a meal (Sj to 
his quesbon 

Tlie proper sequence should be 
(a) S Q P R 
(i;) Q S P R 










(r) S P R Q 
(d) Q P R S 
43. It is 

(P) that people read fewer bixiks to¬ 
day, (Q) than they did (R) even about a 
decade ago (S) a matter of grave concern 
llie proper sec|ueiKe should be 

(a) P S R Q 

(b) S P R Q 

(c) P-SQ R 

(d) S P Q R 

44 The lecturer began quite methodi¬ 
cally 

(P) and how w'oll they could be ex¬ 
ploited (Q) by telling a class ol eager stu¬ 
dents (R) what were its natural ri-sources 
(S) where the island w'.is situated, , 

Ihe proper sequence should be; 

(ii) S R P Q 

(b) U R S 1- 

(c) Q S R P 

(d) S P Q) R 

4.5 At the end ol the rirst act 
(P) ow'ned by a rich man (Q) they 
had a cold drink in the theatre bar (R) by 
opening licjiior shops in the city (S) who 
had made a lot cif money 

'The proper seqiienie should be 
111) R P S Q 
(b) Q P S R 
(f) R S Q P 

(d) Q R P S 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

(Itnih 4ti Ir 5t)) 

Directions: 

In Items -Id to 5t', there are six sen¬ 
tences marked S,, S . P, Q, R, S. Ihe posi¬ 
tions ol and S are lixi-ct as Ihe Inst .ind 
last senteiui's cil tlie pas-^age Yoo, are re¬ 
quired to I hoose one ol the loni alterna¬ 
tives gni'ii lielow everv jvissige which 
would be the naisl logical .sequence ol file 
seiUeiiees in the passage 

Mark voiir response on the .Answer 
bheet at the appro}>riate space. 

lixamjile 'X' has been solvcxf for vou. 
f.'uimji/c X 

S,. A poor f easaiil went oil earlv one 

morning to plough, taking with him for 

his breakfast a piece ot bread 

S : He lifted tlie coat, but the bread 
<1 

was gone! 

P: After a while, wdu-n his horse was 
tired and he was hiingrv, the pcMsanI 
stopped ploughing. 
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Q: He hid it under j bush and started ] 
work. 

R: He went to pet ins tsiat and his i 
breakfast. ! 

S; He pot liis pleuplt readv anil pul 
his coal round the bread 

The proper sei|uenu’ should be 

(ii) s Q r K 

{h) Q f> R S 
(c) I’ K S Q 
W) R b Q 1> 

I’.yplmialion: The proper sequence in 
this example is S Q 1’ R which is marked 
(fl). Therefore 'a' is the correct answer. 

Noil' iilfmpi iteni!^ 4^ /'> .‘ifi. 

46. S,: His wrist watch had pone out 
of order. 

S^: His estimate appeared reasonable. 

P: He look it to a watch repairer. 

Q: He gave an idea of the likely cost 
of the replacements based on his exami¬ 
nation ot the watch 

K; He found that some parts nwded 
replacement. 

S; The repairer opened the outer case 
and checked the parts. 

The proper sequence should be 
(<?) P Q S R 

(b) R Q S P 

(c) P S R Q 

(d) R P S Q 

47. S|' Nowadays, soap is going al¬ 
most out ot use as a washing agent. 

S,: There are belter washing agents 
than soap, but scientists aie not \et sure it 
its use is harmless to man 

P: The\ produce lather due lo the 
presence ot calcium salts in water 

Q: Its place has bivn occupied by a 
new range (it chemi' ils, called detergents 

R S(' thov are called sisipless soap. 

S' LX'lergeins are not soap, because 
they are no' the sodium or potassium de¬ 
rivatives ol h Itv acids, as normal snap is. 

The proper seciueme should he 
ill) S Q R r 

(h) Q S K P 

(i) sy PR 

(d) y P R s 

48. S,; (Xir hoii.se is high up on the 
Yorkshire coast, and close to the sea. 

S,,: Between the two, shifting back¬ 
wards and forw'aids at certain seasons of 
the year, lies the most horrible quicksand 
on the shores of Yorkshire. 


P: One is called the North Spit and 
one the South. 

y. The sand hills here run down to 
the sea, and end in two stretches of rock, 
sticking out opposite each other. 

R; This one leads through a dark plan¬ 
tation ot fir-trees, and brings you out be¬ 
tween low cliffs to the loneliest and ugliest 
little bay on all our coast. 

S: There are beautiful walls all around 
us, in every direction except one. 

Tlie proper sequence should be 
(fl) S Q R P 

(b) Q S P R 

(c) Q P S R 

(d) S R y I’ 

49 S,' Unhappiness and discontent 
spring not only from poverty. 

S„; We suffer from sickness of spirit 
and hence we should discover our roots 
in the eternal 

P. Man is a strange creature funda¬ 
mentally dilfcrenl from other animals. 

y; If they are undeveloped and un¬ 
satisfied, he may have all the comforts of 
the wealth, but will still feel that life is not 
worthwhile. 

R: He has far horizons, invariable 
hopes, spiritual powers. 

S. What IS missing in our age is the 
soul, there is nothing wrong with the body. 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt)PRys 

(10 b p R y 


(f) s p g R 
(d) P R S Q 

50. S,: Before we left Bareilly jail, a 
little incident took place which moved me 
then and is yet fresh in my memon 

b;. This spontaneous act of courtesv 
and the kindly thought that prompted it 
touched me and 1 felt very grateful to him. 

P; He told me the packet contained 
old German illustrated magazines. 

Q; The Superintendent ot Police ol 
Bareilly, an Englishman, was prc.scnl there, 
and, as 1 got into the car, he handed to me 
rather shyly a packet. 

R: I had never met him before, not 
have 1 seen him since and 1 do not even 
know his name. 

S: He said that he had heard that 1 
was learning (.ierinan and so he hail 
bought these naagazincs fur me. 

Tlie proper sequence should lie 
(n) HOPS (1-) y P S R 

(c) y P R S (d) R y S I’ 
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Are l^e 6urntn9 up 
Our Only Home? 



vu^o Ic>ol< at pictures of the Earth taken from outer space, we are 
impressed with the beauty and fragility of our planet. The blue planet is unlike anything we may ever 
find anywhere in space; the other planets are loo hot or too cold, have malevolent storms and seem 
angry and inhospitable. 

The Earth is our only home. This would imply that we took good care of it and looked after it. But 
we don’t. Among the many things that we do to misuse the planet’s resources; our cars and factories 
pour thousands of tonnes of gases into the atmosphere. Now, the realisation is dawning that these 
gases represent a threat to our climate and may be warming up our planet. The results of this change 
are only beginning to be assessed. 

The climate change conference in Kyoto, Japan, hammered out a historic pact which required 
nations to reduce emissions. Some said that too little was agreed to be done, but it did represent a 
small step of nations to deal with a looming crisis. 

In this month’s cover story, we look at the phenomenon called global warming, its causes and 
effects, and what the world is doing to counter the threat. Will the human race be able to stop further 
abuse of the planet’s resources? Or is it doomed, using its intelligence to accelerate the destruction 
of the only home it knows? 


FFBHUARY ’98 COMPETITION MASTER 609 



COVER FEATURE 



t'a- ‘.I' US a 

f.?3vu*i, Jl js hcfg Hv 

iijtiifib'iJim. rf 
clockwfkfk m.ic?s!3»^ 
ft *eSf- 

fiierijaiiisni- tvea if 
3 j.!ng{r iiifch;v:>s>m 
jnalfih... liciis. <Pi 
fpn?sms?f^ 

.' .*■{' i-f'’ 

W5>8.Ui^ {f» 5i4-VfJfS,; 


In iiidin wjys, the Earth ih <i unique planet It is 
held in a deheate equilibrium, a clockwork ma- 
chiiu‘ with a self correcting mechanism. 1‘ven il 
a .sinqie mechanism malfunction.s, the continued 
ecisteiice of life would be severely affected 
Nobodv knows how the mechanism works, or 
what mav allect il. Till now, we have taken the 
planet lor granted, pursuing relentless 
developmeni without taking into con.sidoration 
how it might affect the pkinet. 

One of the things that we take tor granted is 
the atmosphere The atmosphere acts like a 
blanket, keeping the right amount of heat in. 
Some of the gases in the atmosphere trap the 
radiation, creating a natural greenhouse effect. 
This keeps our planet warm enough for life. 
Without it, the iiarth would be 30"C colder than 
it i.s. 

The main greenhouse gases are water 
vapour, carbon dioxide, o/one, methane, nitrons 
oxide, and the chlorofluorocarbons (C.f‘'Cs). Apart 
trom Crc s all of these gases occur naturally, 
logether, they make up less than Do of the 
atmosphere 

I.evels of all greenhouse gases are rising 
as a result of human aclivilv. We are burning 
huge quantities of los->il tuels, including oil 
and I'lal, and producing cheniical.s tor use in 
our d.'\ to dav life The gi‘ner,ilion of 
greenhouse g.ises bv humans is given in the 
box below 


Human Sources of Greenhouse Gases 

Gas Source 


Carbon dioxide 

Burning of oil and coal 
Deforestation 

CFCs 

Refrigeration 

Foams, Aerosols 

Solvents 

Methane 

Agriculture 

Losses in natural gas 

Sewage and landfills 

Nitrous Oxide 

Burning of oil and coal 
Fertilisers 

Deforestation 

Ozone 

Fumes in automobile exhausts 


The Blanket Is Thickening 

The gases released into the atmosphere are 
resulting m thickening of the blanket provided 
by the atmosphere. They absorb the heat, making 
the planet warmer and enhancing the natural 
greenhouse effect. In the long run, the planet must 
send back energy back into the space at the same 
rale that it gels it from the sun The thickening 
blanket of the atmosphere prt'vents that. Though 
man-made emissions account for just 4 per cent of 
the greenhouse gases, they have resulted in in¬ 
creasing the earth's average temperature by 0.3- 
0.6"C over the iast century. That may seem little, 
but coasidor this: the iast Ice Age had been brought 
about by a 3‘'C cooling. That is the kind of delicate 
balance that the planet is in. 

This increase is not a result ol natural causes 
since it has been quicker than previous tempe'a- 
tiire changes Millions ot dollars have been spent 
on scienhfic research that has proved that global 
warming is a reality The concentration of carbon 
dioxide, tor instance, has iiu reased Irom 31.'> parts 
per million (ppm) in the IdSlis to 360 ppm at 
present. Since 1982, there have been 10 of the 
warmest years recorded in meteorological history 
of the woild. An increase ot carbon dioxide levels 
to 4.s0 ppm is expected to increa.se global tem¬ 
peratures bv another 3"C. C limate models predict 
lha* by 2100, the temperature of the world would 
have increa.ied bv I to 3..'i 'C. 

I.s this a cause ol alarm? Cfoing bv the changes 
ill the earth's climate, il cerlamlv is. Ala’ady, ireak 
weatht'r is being experiemed around the globe. 
Of course, it would be wrong to attribute all the 
changes to global warming since the climate var¬ 
ies naturally. Hut the pattern of trends over the 
f'asl decade's does resemble the pattern of green¬ 
house warming predicted by models. Scientists 
sav that the evidence suggests "a discernible 
human influence on global climate". t5u.siness 
leaders too have come to acknowledge the 
problem 

Tlunigh climate models are not very refined, 
the increase predicted for the year 2100 would 
have drastic effects on many regions. The water 
in the oceans would expand and the average sea 
level is predicted to rise by 13-95 mm, with a most 
probable estimate of 50 mm, leading to flooding 
of low lying coastal area.s. If this continues, certain 
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islands could well submerge in the ocean and 
disappear from the map. Deserts would turn 
hotter and there would be radical changes in the 
species found in forests We cannot yet predict 
changes in specific areas in the world, though 
.some unexpected changes may actually have 
started. 

The Kyoto 
Protocol 

The problem is no 
doubt huge, but does not 
attract the urgency that 
is required. First, reduc¬ 
ing emissions of greenhouse gases requires a 
slowdown of industrial activity, which is 
unacceptable to countries. Second, as the weather 
varies from ilay to day, there is no definite 
evidence av.iiiable of the harms of global 
vvairning Third, the rise ot global temperatures 
could be due to a variety of reasons and il is 
difliciill to pinpoint how much is contributed to 
humans Freak weather has hit many rejjions in 
the past anil much of il may be due to natural 
lauses 

Should we then do anything about it? True, 
there is no direct harm that we can expect it we 
pollute the atmosphere lodav. Hut if nothing is 
done now, things ciuild slowly turn nasty. Nature 
has been forgiying .so far, but how long lan it 
t.ike the pollution before something went 
seriously wrong^ Several attempts have been 
maUe in the past to gel countries to do something 
T he Rio tiarth summit m 1W2, Herhn Summit in 
IWS and (ieneva Meet in I'Wf) came up with 
propo.sals bui nollnng much could be achieved 
rhi I bird C'onterence ol I’arlit ^ (Col’-a) to the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(F’CCC) was held m Kyoto, ]ap.m in December, 
l^tyT.CVer 1. SOI)delegates from isycountiieshad 
heated arguments on the subject, and an 
agreement could be n .iched only m the last ilay 
of the conference, on December 11. 

The protocol adopted bv the countries set 
legally binding targets for cutting the emissions 
of SIX greenhou-si' gases by an aggregate of S 2 
per cent from 1990 levels during the years 2(K)8 
to 2012. It divided the industrialised countries 
into 8 groups with different targets for reduction 
The F.uropean Union (F.U) agreed for cuts ot 8 
per cent, the US by 7 per cent and japan bv 6 per 
cent. Developing countries managed to stay out 


and did not agree to any 
cuts. A system of emissions 
trading was agrt*ed upon, 
which allowed countries 
exceeding their targets to 
sell their excess reductions 
to those countries that did 
not meet targets. Countries 
with huge forest re.serve 
have beei given reduceil 
targets because the toresis 
absorb carbon dioxide and 
act as "global sinks". 
Critics said that it was loo 
little and that the countries 
should have ilone more, 
llowex er, il vwis quite an 
achievement that anv thing 
had been agreed upon at 
all, given the opposing 
stands of countries. 

For example, there 
was a disagreement as to 
which coiintries -.hould do 
the most to cut down 
emissions The USA .said 
that developing countries 
should also agree to cuts. 
However, these ci'unlries 
argued that the problem 
had been brought about bv 
the mindles'- deviTopmenl 
ol the developed world 
Since the problem wa-- 
created bv the rich nations 
in the lust place, wh\ 
should ihev sanilue their 
own development l(> dean 
up the mess that they did 
not create^ The group ol 
de\eloping lounlrics, the 
i.;-77 look this st md and 
so did India and C hina. 
I he Organisation ol 
I’etioleum txporling 
Countries ((TITC) thought 
that the issue of global 
warming was a conspiracy 
to reduce oil consumption. 
The Association ot Small 
Island Slates (AOSIS) tell 
that urgent action was re- 



QlofnaS Warmingi The Evidenr^c 

The existence of the greenhouse effect by the 
earth's atmosphere was suggested by French sci¬ 
entist Joseph Fourier in 1827 The amount of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases has been rising 
as a result of human activity and it is now accepted 
that the blanket around the earth is getting thicker. 
Measurements prove that the planet is 0.5‘’C warmer 
over the last century The hottosl year ever recorded 
has been 1995. Some species, like the Edith’s 
checkerspot butterfly found in America, have moved 
to higher latitudes 

Studies ol earlier climates are based on indi¬ 
rect evidence, Ctianging lake levels reveal the 
balance between rainfall and evaporation. The study 
of corals, ice-caps and ocean sediments gives in¬ 
formation about the past. As far as scientists can 
tell, global temperatures have varied by less than 
V’C since the dawn of human civilisation. It is esti¬ 
mated that by the end of the 21 si century, the climate 
could be warmer than it was during any inter-glacial 
period Models have shown that global tempera¬ 
tures could rise by 4’C in the next century if green¬ 
house gas emissions continue as projected If we 
consider t.iat the fast Ice Age was brought about by 
lust a 3 C drop in temr^eratures. we realise the 
danger that humanity is m 

Climate variations in the past have been Irau- 
mniic tor life on earth I! we consider the "mass 
o'tmclion evonls " during which a large number of 
species were wiped out. we find that many of these 
events coincided with abrupt climate changes The 
magnitude ot the changes is similar to the one now 
being forecast lor the 21" centuiy. The next 100 
years may not )usl show freak weather in the world 
but we may experience conditions unknown since 
the ice ages began 

Some ot the events may provide unmistakable 
evidence of warming The Gangotn glacier has been 
receding 200 metres a year for the last five years, 
compared to its earlier rate ot lust 18 metres a year 
and even less in the nineteenth century. So, things 
are changing, whether we care to admit them or 
not 
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t|uirfd a*' thuv fcari-d that the rising sea levels 
and climatic changes would affect them the most. 

Though the Kyoto protocol was an achieve¬ 
ment of sorts, there is one major road block to it. 
Under the American t’onstitution, such an agree¬ 
ment has to be approved bv the Senate. Some of 
the Senators declared the agreement dead on ar¬ 
rival and It si'ems unlikely that it will be accepted 
bv the Senate Should this happen, the whole 
agreement will Iv worthless, 

Developing Nations’ Stand 

The USA wanted a meaningful participation 
from developing countries but gave way because 
of strong opposition from them. China was able 
to have a paragraph deleted that would have rom- 
mitU'd it and the rest of the developing world to 
|oin the global warming fight. What the develop¬ 
ing nations argue is that in 1W2, a person in low 
and middle income countries, including India and 
China, emitted 2 4 tonnes ot carbon dioxide which 
was four times less than the 11.9 tonnes ol emis¬ 
sions per capita in developed countries (figun’,. 
from the World Oevelopment Report, r-)97). Mow 
can a peison in a rich country and one in a poor 
country be comparixl? 

Moreover, the person in a poor country pio- 
dmed lusl suivinil emission.s, whereas, in rich 
countries people used large automobiles and air- 


conditioning, which were luxuiy emissions. The 
problem, therefore has arisen because of gluttony 
of the developed nations. Now they wanted the 
poor countries to sacrifice their future develop¬ 
ment because of the mess created by the rich them¬ 
selves. So the demand for reducing the emissions 
of developing countries was simply unfair. Docs 
a person born in India or China not have a right 
to breathe so that a person born in the USA could 
continue his luxurious lifestyle? 

Industrialised countries justify their approach 
by pointing to the total quantum of carbon diox¬ 
ide cmi.ssions of low and middle income countnes, 
which was 4.9 billion tonne.s, six times greater 
than the emissions ol developed countries. The 
greater emissions ef poor nations were because of 
their larger populations. Obviously, when the 
emissions figure was divided by a larger number, 
the poorer countries would stand at an advantage 
because the oumbi'rs would become very small. 

The problem also arises from the fact that the 
poor countries do not have the technological ad¬ 
vantage to develop climate-friendly technologies, 
rhey will have to buy them trom the rich countries 
at a hefty price. Who is going to tinaiice this? The 
poor countnes find that they are at a disadvantage 
because of a problem that thev did not create in 
the first place l or e.xample, though CTCs were 
known to cause problem, the West started pushing 


Global Warming & the Salborer 


MO’W' will ri.se in global temperatures alfeet 
the world? Optim ists mav .''U v that a degree or two is noth¬ 
ing lor a large planet Indml, there i.-. no con'preliensive 
study yet about the impacts of global warming. Scientists, 
however, h.i'. .• predicted ditterent (uilcome.s depending 
on which aspect they have looked at. What is important is 
what they have eat visualised theelfects of minuh’ changes 
m climate on species. 

Tins year, the epidemn of the sal-borer hit di.strirts ot 
Madhva (’radesh. Nearly 10 lakh trees are being felled in 
the Slate because the bon'r pest has attacked the trees in 
Inige numbers It lives inside the trees and by thi lime it 
lea\ es the tree in the form of a full grown beetle, the b unk 
is hollow and the tree is dead. Even the Kanha National 
Park in Mandia is threatened. The government tried a 
unique campaign to kill the betTles in which local tribals 
were oflered 75 paise toi each beetle-head they produa'd. 
Though millions of beetles were killed it did not stop 
them from spreading 


Tlie bix’f le shows how minute changes in climatic con¬ 
ditions affect if. Usually, the beetle dies without breeding 
in sucli large numbers. But, whcnec'cr the wet and warm 
climate in the past was disturbed, it lead to multiplication 
of the species and the subsequent huge loss of trees. 

This is not to sav that the epidemic was a result of 
global warming. Similar epidemics occurred during 1924- 
27 and 1962-fi4. Whal the borer docs show is that many 
species may respond most unpredictably to changes in 
temperature and atmosphere. We do not even know's how 
many species live in our forests and oceans. As the climate 
changes, who know which species may begin to evolve or 
multiply, causing a threat? 

Our very existence on the planet is guaranteed because 
of a delicate balance in nature. We may continue with our 
ways of unchecked development, but we do not yet un¬ 
derstand the calamities and the threats that may be await¬ 
ing us with just a few degrees change in mean 
temperatures. 
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for its ban only when a substitute had been 
developed. The poor countries, which had bought 
the CFC technology at a hefty price, found that 
they would have to buy the new technology once 
again. Now they are being asked to contain their 
sSiirvival emissions as well. The system works so 
much against the poor countries that they' feel 
justified in not joining the international fight to 
control emissions. 

The climate change convention .states that 
developed countries should pmvide "new and 
additional" funds to help develnping countries 
for transfer of funds and technology. The 
convention entrusts the task of administering this 
to the Global Environment Facility (GEF), which 
was established in 1990 with the World Bank, the 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) as the implementing 
agencies. The objective of the facility is to pro¬ 
vide funds to buy equipment and to aid in 
technology transfer so that countries can redutv 
their emissions. For example, if a country invests 
in a new pow'er plant, the GliF may provide funds 
to install equipment that reduces greenhouse 
gases. The GEF st'll has to make an impact on 
meeting the needs of the poor countries. 

Effects of global warming 

Computer models come closest to pmdict 
what might happen. Though such models suffer 
from inherent disadvantages, they do point to 
the cissibility of floods in .some areas and 
drought;- in others. Some areas may benefit as a 
ri'sult of warming. Here arc some of the outcomes 
that are pivdi' led; 

Weather: Tropical 
areas may get hotter 
but areas in the north 
may become belter. 
Countries like India 
which depend heavily 
on monsoons will suifer as cycles may change 
drastically. A computer model predicts a 6 cm 
decrease in rainfall in India bv the middle of the 
next century. 

Sea level: The 
increase in sea level, 
due to expansion of 
water, could be 
between six inches to 
three feet. This could displace 15 million people 




in Bangladesh alone. In India, the Sunderbans 
will be threatened. Many areas will be rendered 
useless if saline water from the oceans moves in 
the land. 



Wildlife: Species 
will be forced to move 
to new habitats. The 
process of extinction 
will hasten as natural 
habitats are des¬ 


troyed. 

Diseases: Heat-related illnesses could increase 
in the summer months. With strains getting more 
resistant to drugs, this could have disastrous ef¬ 
fects. One study has predicted 80 million addi¬ 
tional cases of malaria world-wide every year. 
India and other South Asian countries are par¬ 
ticularly vulnerable. The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned of a 12-27 
per cent increase in malaria and 31-47 per cent 
for dengue. Water borne diseases will also in¬ 
crease. Increa.sed salinities may breed the cholem 
virus and it has already been established in Bengal 
that increase in ocean temperatures result in 
higher cholera cases 

Agriculture: 
Highei temperatures 
could result in sharp 
drop in soil moisture 
in many areas. Yields 
could tall in presently 
fertile areas. The northern latitudes may benefit 
and new areas may open up lor agricultvie there. 
In India, rice and wheat crops could sutler. One 
study has predicted a 1.5-.30 per cent decrease tor 
rice and 30-50 per cent drop in wheat crops 
depending on the .severity of the change. This 
would result in a 1.8-3.5 per c'*nt loss in (iDP 
rales. The poor would be more severely affected 

I'aresis: Forests 
would undergo ma)or 
changes. In some 
region.s, entire forests 
could disappear. 
There is no knowing 
how different species may respond to changing 
temperatures. Productivity of teak and decidu¬ 
ous forests would decline. 

While these are, no doubt, serious, nothing 
can be said with certainly. True, humans arc 
releasing a lot of pollutants in the atmosphere 
but the changes could well be natural too. 




% 
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The Trouble with Environmental 
Activists 

India, China and other developing countries may 
have escaped committing reductions ot emissions at 
Kyoto, but that does not mean they should protect 
their outdated technologies and do nothing about con¬ 
trolling emissions 

Unfortunately, most environmental literature in 
the country is full of strident stands and hyperbole, 
which serves no purpose. Environmentalists have 
solved most problems of the world by organising 
seminars, printing leaflets, forming human chains and 
organising poster competitions among children. Ac¬ 
tual work to solve any problem: nil. 

Take pollution. Rather than do something about 
improving technology so that old vehicles are phased 
out, all that has been done is to introduce a pollution 
control certificate. School children are made to stand 
on the roads to educate the culprits, but the biggest 
polluters can easily buy the certificate after bribing 
someone. Environmentalists have lost credibility 
because apart from taiking, they have not encour¬ 
aged anyone to do anything. Most urban Non- 
Government Organisations (NGOs) are merely into 
research or awareness activities. Much of the re¬ 
search, supposedly done in the interest of the poor, 
has only resulted in the NGOs becoming richer as 
they have used it to corner grants from the govern¬ 
ment and foreign funding agencies. Using tax benefits 
by claiming to be non-profit agencies, some famous 
NGOs own property in prime locations and attend 
international conferences, without making any differ¬ 
ence to the environment. 

A few months back, the Centre for Science and 
Environment publls^ed a report on how air pollution 
IS killing people. Its director had earlier advised for¬ 
eigners not to visit India because of the high pollution 
levels in the country Such things are, no doubt, widely 
publicised Put apart from stating the obvious, they 
do not recommend any action 

Everyone, ot course, iJiames the government for 
not doing anything. Global warming is destined to 
become such a problem. Given our large population, 
per capita emission will remain low. But does that 
mean we should say no to technology and not try to 
reduce emissions? 

The phenomenon of global warming shows that 
environment is everybody's concern. Let it not be¬ 
come a topic of mere speeches while we continue 
with our extravagant ways. For that, perhaps, more 
sincerity is needed from everyone. 


Computer niodel.s may 
be accurate but the 
number of variables 
attectin^ the climate are 
so many that no model 
can take into consider¬ 
ation ail of them. Going 
by the amount of emi.s- 
sions, most models 
predict the amount of 
warming to be Iw'ice as 
large as has actually 
taken fdace. This is 
becaii.se the planet seems 
to have a built-in safety 
mechanism which oper¬ 
ates in unknown ways 

Climate change 
models divide the surface 
of the earth into cells, 
measuring about 300 km 
on one side. They assume 
that the same climatic 
conditions will apply 
over the whole area of the 
cell, which ma\’ be mis¬ 
leading. The number ot 
variables and how they 
affect the climate are also 
not really known. Them 
could be many things 
that warm up the atmo¬ 
sphere about which 
knowledge is limited 
The role of solar activity 
IS one such element. 

What should be 
done 

The possibility of a 
natuml occurnmee, such 
as sunspot activity 
affecting the climate 
Co ,not be ruled out. In 
that case, the effect of 
human activities would 
appear very small 
indeed. Bui does that 
mean that we should 
continue with our present 
ways? That would really 
be suicidal, hastening our 


own demise. Warming of the climate apart, we 
could unleash forces much beyond our control. 
We know, for instance, that the owans absorb 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, but we still 
do not know what its long term effects may be on 
marine life or environment. Even if the global 
temperatures may not increase at the rates that 
we expect, human activity could trigger changes 
in other ,ueas tor which we may not be prepared 
at all. 

There is, therefore, an urgent need to control 
emissions in the interest of our long term survival. 
All countries of the world, whether rich or poor, 
have the responsibility lo do so National policic's 
have to be framed that encourage’ Ic’ss consump¬ 
tion of petrol and coal Couplrics will have let 
invest in mass transportation systems and make 
them cheaper and mliablc. At the same time, a tax 
impcised on petrol will make it less attractive Road 
pricing, as has bevn introduced in some coimlries, 
would force car owners to use llieir cars less 

It is also time lo n.se above narrow interests 
and the politic*, belwc^’ii lic'li and poor countries. 
Uverv nation has a stake in long term survival 
While di’veloping ciuiniries sec a demand ot emis¬ 
sions as rc’slricting iheir development, it would 
do no harm if thex' invested in newer teclinologies 
Foreign parlncs'ships .should beeiicoiiraged which 
bring in the latest technologies m lields of power 
generation, mass transportation and iiidustrv. I 'le 
problem is trulv huge and it would not do lo in¬ 
dulge in a wrangling match bc’lvwen the ricli i oun- 
tries and the poor. No national interest is served 
in slicking with outdated technol.xgie., which are 
not energy efticienl. India has to understand this 
and take a pragmatic view, rallier than raise ob- 
|ec lions on everv new project that comes in. 

It would also not do lo ignore other emviron- 
mental calamities There are real tlueats facing 
the population: diseases arising from dirty vvaler, 
pesls and air pollution. Food outputs have de¬ 
clined in many places. Overfishing has .esulted 
in decreased food from the ocean An overem¬ 
phasis on the global warming at the cost of present 
problems may not be very wise. AIDS research, 
for instance, has taken primacy even though 
diseases like tuberculosis and malaria kill more 
people. There is also a need to prevent glamour- 
isation of the issue, as has happened in AIDS. 

The planet is our only home. We have 
misused it long enough. The time for concerted 
action is now, for tomorrow may be too late. 
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Phvsician heal thyself! 


R()VLK13 IS dislillfd : 
wisdom of tln' ORCS. Il m.iy ; 
<iiso liovc till' sense ; 

or common ttillai v of the past ' 
reduced to a lormida. 
Mediiinal proverb'' contain ■ 
liotli the .iltnlnites menlioneil 
ahoi'e. liestdes, there wa touch 
ol li'vitv in in.Liiv ot them. Keail ■ 
on 

il ti:e [)ills were pleasani 
tlu'v would not want I’ildin).’ 
savs ('lie 1 i.„Iisli pK'i'erh, 
I’atients often pm)’. Heaven 
save us from an apothecary's ■ 
mistalie 

Sickness .soaks tlie purse 
A visit to the chemist means 
boiii^’ hold with your )i 'Id The i 
medicine may not cure the ■ 
patient but it does the chenust j 
a lot ol good. I 

The importance of where 
you live is evoked fay the \ 
Spanish saying: Whore the i 
sun enters, the doctor does ' 
not. I 

Many proverbs concer'i ; 
food. l or example: A hundred j 


will eat themselves to death 
liefc'ie one man dies of 
hunger 

(.iluttonv has killed more 
than the swi'id Whate\ er was 
the father ol a disease, ill diet 
was the mother 

(liie ol the characteristics 
ol disease, noted especially 
fav the Russian and the 
I rench alike, is the speed 
with which It attacks- Illness 
comes on horseback and 
lea-v es on lc>ol 

Piagiiosis .ilso I an be 
expressed in a concise formula; 
When the .splivn gels big, the 
I'c.dy gets thin I rv'm the 
modern ['oint ot view, one 
thinks ('1 an enlargement ol the 
spleen and its disastrous 
consequences. 

I here aie nicturesque 
Chuiesi, Sp.inish and french 
proverbs relating to the 
treatment of eye ailments. If 
your eyes are sore and you 
touch them not, after ten da vs 
you will see a lot. It you would 


I heal your eye, your hands vou 
must tie 'fou should never 
■ touch voLir eve but with youi 
elbow' 

I here ire no illnesses, 
there are onl'c ill people, 
highlights the imporlaiin- 
ol chaiaitei who is essential 
to the plot. nameU the' 
patient 

In mediiine nuu h 
depends on tli.‘ ['ei'sc'nal 
relationship belneen the 
. phvsuian and die patient. 
This IS ref lev ted in inaii’c 
proverbs borne lecommend 
complete confitleiiie II ihi' 
sick man hides his dl, the 
phvsician will tiv in vam to 
cure him. .\n I.nglisli pioveib 
I'omis out A disease known 
IS hall cured 

Some other proverbs 
1 stres.s practual aspects and 
] call tor elJicient remedies- 
; Kind words are not bad but 
: a cure IS better And. A man 
' of words but not of deeds 
; is like a garden fill of 


weeds. 

The sick talk a lot about 
thi'ir doctor, sonielimes 
lavourablv, more- ollen not, 
and proverbs i onlain much 
ciiticisni and ndicule 

Some elen-ients are 
conslaiillv turning up in the 
patient's opinion ot his 
- clocior. age and expetlence. 
1 le Ines not like a doc lor to 
be vocing A vomiv, doctor 
luiiulib.uks the leii'eterv, 
and A new phv-iii i.m must 
haV'- a iie'v gi-.ivevaivt And 
linallv phvsici.in heal 
the sell 

While llie I nini'eteni e 
, iind knowledge ol the 
physician are important 
lac tors that go to either 
healing oi killing the poor 
patient, the fact is that m this 
i field, like any other, IcicK 
aiso plays an important role, 
i This IS summed up m tbi' 
■ maxim. It is belter to have a 
lucky cioctc'r than a learned 
one' 
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Keep Elies and 
Mind Open 


A ll i»i us get dreams—s(um’ ple.isanl, 
nthors unpleasant. There are nther 
varieties ol dreams sueli as bad ilreams 
ealleil nightmares; pmphetii dreams, ..nd 
tlten CR’alive' ones. Most of us pay scant 
attention to any kind 

Wc may discuss them with friends or 
family members but we brush them oft as 
of no consequence This is where we 
commit a serious mistake—nay a blunder 
Because there is a vital difterence between 
i<iviv)> a dream and oh'ii'rriny; it mmutelv 
In a practical examination, the 
examiner ask.'d the examinees to see 
model ota beautilul ornate (ish model and 
then write down its description Most 
examinees jotted down only the glaiing 
aspects. Some took a lot more time, noted 
the finer details and siored high marks 
Surely, there is a difh'rence between seeing 
a thin.g and observing it. 

In developing observation, sell- 
training, with good practice, works 
wonders, especially vvhen )omed with 
interest. 

IJoes a girl ever lorgel a dale with a 
boy triend ■* 

Merc, cursory seeing at a person, a 
book or anything else, results in shoddy 


observation. There arc lots of students, 
talented and brillianl, wlio fail to do well 
bocau.se they skim th'ough iuniks In oilier 
words, they "read" without "studying" 
them 

One major factor vc'hich sh<itt»*rs or 
dilutes observation is the habit ot people 
dropping in one you unannounced 
(ierman |ioel and philosopher has spoken 
wise word'- on the subject. They (people) 
insist on vour comeining vourself witn 
their aftaiis and Ihei'’ vi.sits. if in your 
mind with ideas foreign to your mind. 
"And again, he who vvishi’s to do 
something for the world must see to it 
that the world docs not gel the better ol 
him '■ 

Astute ohservation is the mark of a 
siiccosstiil man Businessmen, 
psychologists, expel ts at inlei views, m one 
glance, size up the candidate Ihey 
observe the tell-tale signs A candidate 
shaking his legs or tapping at the table is 
notircahiv nervous. 

Once, 1 asked my journalism class if 
they had carefully observed Amifabh 
Bachchan in action. There was an 
emphatic aihrmative in a chorus. When 1 
asked them if they knew that he was a 


left-hander, not .1 single could say "yes" 

()b\ ioiisly, they had seen the actor witlwul 
observing iiim' 

C ultivate the habit of seeing beyond 
the surface, observe i.arelulh and 
ininutelv, and vou raise yourselt above the 
common risk ot mediocrities ‘.lamp 
yoiirsell "extraordinarv" 

llwre is while heat of >ibs<-rv,iliu''', 
influencing the hc>d\ andlhem'nd rhere 
is a \'!vid impression ol |oy, sorrow, or 
enthusiasm. 

A parent who sees his son struck 
down and injured in a slreet accident, nia v 
tall in a dead taint A terrible moment ot 
observation r,in slop the heart and cause 
death. Ihc strongest influence b ought on 
us is of observation 

W B. I’ilsbury refers to the movements 
ot a crowd watching a football game. "If 
you have ever stcnid upon tlie sidelines 
during an exciting football contest", he 
says, "You will have noticed the rntirked 
tendency of the whole mass ol observers 
to follow the movements of the playeis 
with their bodies. In some movements of 
c.vcitemcnls the entire bcxly of obsen'ers 
will move forward in complete 
unconsciousness of the tact that any 
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movi-mcnt is beinj:; indilo until il is very 
diflicult lor '.horn to re;;jin tlu’ir 
ci]uililiriiim. And in most c.isi's tho whi'li- 
crowd will hiU'c i h.iny.od its position \or\ 
coiisidciMl'l\ vvillioutln'ingionscii osihnl 
.1 step litis hccn t.ikcn " 

Now, conlieisl this with dii iiidilfcrenl 
watcher ot the i^iiine Up docs not even 
rotiilp his npi k nor peihaps his pvps. 

The vital ihino is to limit tlip attention 
to (im- ohjpc't. To look in a vague way at 
evorvthing in sight is of no valiio It gives 
onl\' a general impression The attention 
must be aimed at v\ hate\’er one wishes to 
observe VVliile the eyes are seeing, the 
biaiii must be aetive. This is a pow'ertiil 
mental law 

There is a Jilterenee between interest 
and observation Interest ma\ put a person 
in the moi'd to obseive, but there mav be 
interest u ilhoiil observation Mere interest 
sends 111 oiili vajpie impressions to the 
brain but as soon as interest is focused 
upon till I'l'icit, observation begins to 
operate 

A 1 ustomer mav look with interest at 
siiiiipli's sliown to him and vet not buv 
aiivthing It the salesman arouses the 
1 iistomei s .itteiilK'ii on one aspect ot the 
ailicie, that will. aiise mterc-st to ripen into 
obsi'in atioii 

A wliman siu.ppi'i m.n pause at ii 
i.'oiiioi and loi.l. uilli mild intirest at all 
iIh c.i ‘ids d'.spl I'.i'd and \et i'liv nothing. 
In sis II ,1 c.'.so, .1 si illcd shop assisi.int w ill 
piik np one aitkli' amt pesh it lorwaid 
■ivilb I WOK! aiioiil its ini liitv ! he inti o'si 
is Hill', loi. list'd ,ind she olisoices it, ,md 
buv- It 

llieie IS .ulilleieii. I Is, Iwcen I mkllig 
and iib.setv ing 'iu o r.asmurhdi‘leu'ni.e 
as thfie Is lielv.t'cn da\ dreaming and 
thinking. I ooking gni's iis only <i vague 
gi-neral impiessioii. wliiie observ mg give ■ 
a I leal, vivid picture. 

lo ohse"ve, \oii must limit the field 
of vision we look steadily at one thing at 
a linv I'ociis on a particular point oi 
points, Yon have seen a group photograph 
having say h) m SO pc-ople. (>ne has to 
point out '1 ,ook. I am here in second rcw." 
Now, tliinkot a photograph in whieh there 
are only one or tvso persons. The focus is 
so sharp lh<it vou do not have to point out 
",T's me". 

i' 


You have looked at your room a 
thousand times, but you mav never, even 
once, have observed it You have never 
noticed that voiir things are in disarrav 
th.it you cannot lind a thing when vou 
need it That the ligliling and ventilation 
are defective and so on, You have looked 
at vour room with eves onlv, never looked 
at it with vour br.nnl 

A place tor everything and ev erything 
at its place has never been your strvmg 
point Hence the Ci'illusion. 

An officer mav walk through his 
office, vet he mav not have a single clear 
impression in his mind. Ho has really 
observed nothing. He has not thought ot 
a single improvement He has walked 
through with his eves open, brain shiil 
before scientists taught us to observe, 
our ideas were vague. Tbere was little clear 
thinking, rhere were opinions, not laeis 
"Thmkei s" dealt only w ith ideas concepts 
Knowledge was a mere m.iss of tales and 
tables 

.Accuracy is now established. We have 
maehines and instruments to make 
ac'i iiracv possible Hie scales tliat can 
vvc-igh even a human h.iir! We are able to 
raise c>bservation to a high level 

Siientists tell their slvideiit.s that they 
cannot have lieai idea ol a theory until 
thev make it visible .ind tangible 

Ihe mind notiic s vv illi inli ii'st an l id 
thing with variations It is pleased with 
anything that is p.iiilv or Ivilallv iii w but 
it is displeased w hen it sees anything that 
IS vvbiollv I'ana! It is likelv lo gi' 
imo'iiia'il 

In Ihmkiiig, interest lomes lirst, tlvi 
atienlion, then oliserv alioii tlioi 
perception ami then ihoiiglit. Withoni 
interest, 'here i- no mental aitivitv 
Inteiest, attention, ohsirvatiuii gather tin 
law nic.teriais .ind thought ue.ites a lu-vv 
idea. 

We may say, h'r the sake ol aigunieiil 
that there are two kinds ol brains- 

■ workshop brains and warehouse brains 
There are the people wlvo think and the 
people who onlc remember! 

A workshop biain has its warehouse, 

■ but a warehouse brain has no workshop, 
' The man who has a workshop brain uses 

the materials in his warehouse his 
memory He shapes them into ideas and 


plans. He is the real ohservei 

diir povver to remember depends 
niiiinlv upon om power to observi‘ 
Wliatevei goes into om meinoni s i- -i-ni 
ill Iw observ.nil'll 11 'Llieb:,ii ■' ;■ 

inoit, then wTi.il goes in tin iiieiiii 
soon lorgotten 

1 here is viv id imagery in Hi'' mep oi i 
or there are ha/v images We do not ti I 'tet 
whatc'ver makc'sa deep impression on our 
mind The quality ol onr mind depends 
on our power ol observ.ition 

If you have a bad memory, you must 
train vourselr to nlisiTr'i lo repeat a thing 
over and ovei agaiiv-thal is nc'l tlie best 
wav to li\ it m the memory. Tlie lic-st wav 
IS to keenlv observe it and let it sink into 
the mind. .Nonce its components Ihal is 
belter than anv otln..- w.iv li' enrich the 
mind 

Tlarvev IVv in "The Pvnai'iic I luvs 
ol biiecess" points out lliat deli rmniatioii. 
hard work and iniliativi', coiTihined with 
powertul ctoserviitioii, can produie more 
siicec'ss than lavoiiiable iiriuinstaiues 

Vlt-ediication and selt development 
are ol more iiiipo’ lam o than lollege 
education 

Dev attaches more iiii|'.'rt.i'i. e lo a 
good iivniorv —wlie li loims luim keen 
.ioseiv .itu'ii 111 makiiii; sunes-, ol anv )ii!' 
OI ...neoi 

lie h.is gneii ,i I'nili.iil! s',ig,testion 
Sav-he, ’ Till lol'i - 111 I'lMin w 111. Ill oiiliol 
mein ••rv .ne Imi. oiin r p.iil'-.l iHi l'■.l^v. 
(.ivi ihein 1 n,iu„h woiK nui iiiie.i-' i! 
ip.id nail V aiivi 'luv c. il'' le.i'Oiiii i.illi 
iiloio clevc'lo|'ine:U ' 

Il von Ivi'p Viiii; ev 1 vvil! i i’iinj 
.'j'l'o .iiiil ifieplive ti'.e le.'.'iiK. ,ire 
woe-dei I 111 ■ .liin.'si oevonii voni 
im.igiii.'non 

lake till lein.ii'kal’lt ex.inij it ol \hi 
aiithoi .li Koip'Ts !.imou,i I'lies.e.i'iis ol 
Tnglish words and plirase.. iViei koget 
a III-i lot. vv.is an ohscvi i ‘'ic/.'.'iii ' 
He eiiiiued )otlin.i’ down vvi ids wiiii 
similar me.inmgs 

lodav Rogel's Ihesaiinis is .lue ..t ihi- 
besl-kivncnand most popnlLirdiclion.iiies 
in the world. 

"tienoral observations .iiawn irom 
particulars are the jewels ol Knowledge, 
comprehending gieat stine in a little 
room", says 1 ocke. 

FEBRUARY '98 COMPETITION MASTER 617 






ife, 


What is controversy 
surrounding UN ins¬ 
pectors in Iraq? What are 
they expecting to find in 
that country? 

— M Ahmed, CalcutUi 

Tin* UN believes that Iraq has deadly 
biological weapons such as poison gases | 
and bacteria. It had sent inspectors to ■ 
search out and destroy these. W'hen Iraq j 
objected to Americans on the UN team | 
and asked it to leave, tensions grew high. 
This Wiis ditfiised with Russian I 
intervention. | 

The weapons which the UN I 
inspectors wanted to destroy are; Anthrax, | 
a dead!I bacteria causing hemorrhagmg i 
in the biain and chest; Botulinum bacteria, | 
whicli iiiuses p.ualysis and death, ' 
Atlatoxin, which causes liver cancer; 
Cdostridium I’ertringens, which causes . 
rotting of the llesh 

W'ho designed Chandigarh? 

■ Cl:ii t'ltliYi' I'ulmuk, Rourkflii (On^sv \ 
llie Ireivh archili'Ct le Corbusier, ‘ 
with 111 ,-- team 

How can I prepare lor cconc'mic 
and social problems fur competitive 
exams? 

K. i hill III!. KiilIiiiI (■' l\) 

A loiistani toiiih with newspapers 
will help ^oll get updated on economic 
and SOI ,al problem.-: ten .ompelitice 
exams ^ou shvuild also reler to the 
' ijnestions on Social and l-conomii , 
rrohleins" leature in the CoMei ii■ 
•Ma'-ii i; lhe;.r are w ritfen specifically foi 
Students preparing tor exams. Apart from . 
reading i urrent issue.s, you should also , 
get back issues and understand them . 
thoroogl'iU. I 

What is an ATM? i 

• - .SaiH/V A/i, Khurda (Orissa) i 

I 
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The Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) 
dcK*s all the functions ol a teller in a bank, 
such as allowing you to withdraw money 
from your account, counting the cash, 
debiting your account and telling you 
about the balance. The advantage is that 
ATMs can work round the clock and do 
not have to be manned. They can be 
operated by a customer by means of a card. 

What is an exit poll? 

- ■ Miitusli Dathi, Cumliali (Assam) 
1 he exit poll is an opinion poll which 

can be conducted on the day ol the I'lection 
by asking people exiting from the polling 
booth whom thev voted for This is the 
most accurate opinion poll as it gauges 
the mood ol the people most accurately. 

Is there any institute where I ran do 
my MBA after class 12? 

- Vivck kiislinii'iilhi, l-iikliimpiir (LI I ) 
You ar<‘ certainlv oiu- voung man in a 

hurrv No, you cannot do MBA alter class 
1? rile minimum qualitication required is 
graduation. You might tall into the hands 
ot unsirupulous institutes if you are in too 
mudi ol a hurry Wo suggest you do your 
graduation and then think ol MBA. 

What arc the qualifications required 
to beeme a fashion photographer? 

--/o/»i Murat'S, Btiiij^alorc 
There arc no formal qualifications 
Tqiiired for liecTiming a fa.shion photographer 
except that you should be good in your jol). 
Learn photography and then become an 
apprentice to a fasliion pholo-graphcr. Once 
you have learnt the trade, you can start out 
on your own. For yoiu infoi matioii, pho¬ 


tography is taught in arts 
colleges. One year 
certificate and diploma 
courses are ottered by 
^ several universities. 

1 want to do MBA without leaving 
my job. From where can 1 do it? 

- Sanjiiy K. I’aiulri/, Inhiilpnr iM.Pj 
You have two options for doing MBA 
without leaving your )()b (;) doing it by 
correspondence and (iiJ doing it on ii (lart- 
j time basis. 

1 For the first, you i an lock at the MBA 
I programme of IGNtfl Several other 
I universities too oiler it bv correspondence 
I ami you must look out for their 
I advertisements For the seci'iul option, 
you will evidently have to look lor an 
I institute in labalpur vvhieh will aJlim yoi> 
j to do the 1 ourse in the evenings. VVhv not 
I check it out at the Umversilv whether 
thi'V have an evening course ’ 

What is the main reason of greying 
; of hair? Can it be rectified? 

; i^iinlii Shniniii ;'vcie /’( ■'/;( 

Ine mam reason tor gn ying ol Jiaii is 
1 genetic It it is hereditaiv, theiv is little veil 
' can do about it, except dyeing vuur hair 

1 am doing my BBA. Will 1 be able to 
get a preference in a premier institute for 
; doing MBA? 

I -Rin’i Kapoor, I’uinn dUiiar) 

No, vou will not get anv preference 
. lor doing MBA. You will have to appear 
in the competition and compete lor a seat, 
I like ever voile el.se 

i 

What is the future after becoming a 
1 forensic expert? 

i — Riijt'sh Kumar }lm, Delhi 

\ You will be working in forensic 
I science laboratories it you are an expert in 
, the area. As there arc a limited number ol 







liihoratorics in India, the jobs would be fairly limited On the 
other hand, such )f)bs are government jobs, having tlie status ot 
a police oltiior. 

What is EQ? 

- iViDido / III Ifi urnl. Siinibiilpiir lOris'Hil 
The Emotional (Jm>tient (I'Q) of a person is how he relates 
to others I hough Intelligence Quotient (IQ) is considered to be 
a measure of mlelhgi'iice, it has been lound that it is not enough 
to lie successful unless a person pissesses EQ also. This is a new 
concept but has found wide acceptability. 

I am doing diplomas in computers, export management, 
typing and beauty. Will I be able to get a good job? 

— Slw^lii Siit^li, Ambala Canll dlnr^nmi} 
You seem to be ver\ confused about your career objectives. 
Collecting diplomas does not guarantee jobs; you have chosen 
unrelated line.-'. ,-\nyvvav, with your w'ide coverage, it is surprising 
that you are w iirried about getting a job l ocus yourself and start 
looking for opportunities In some rases, the institutes where 
you liave enrolled should be able to get you a good job However, 
inHead nl being jack ol all trades, we suggest vou specialise in 
a lield and tr\ lo be good in it. 

1 am working as an assistant in a private company but I 
want to progress in life. Can you suggest what I should do? 

- .Siisiiji/ii KUiharniiii, Minnbir 
Ihi wav to progress in vour case is lo acquire skills while 
working in \oin present job You i.an do pail-time courses in 
computers, sales, I'uhlit relations and so on Choose something 
vvludi I > lelateil to \nui job or in which vou have an interest m 
Oiue vou ieel lontuloiil \oii can apph lo other organi.satioiis 
a;ul \ou w ill i’c taken at a more senior position tlian ytnir present 
one ' he MS let is to keep \ luir job tor siistenanvc and at the same 
time, develi'i' \ouiselt lor liighei respoiisibililies. 

What is yellow journalism? 

■ -i'lT’ ['ului'llhl, lllilllllllliir (I’lilllilbl 
'leliow jouin.ilism is a diiogalorv term used lo desciibe 
unethual rei'orling It invoUes pulslishing gossij’ ahoul 
tamous pooj'lc and imsnhstanliated leports A luiinber ol 
publications iiuluigi in yellow |ournalism in India anti 
abroad 

Yly problem is that I do mil have any companion to practice 
my English. Please suggest what 1 can do. 

— I’liiln Hii'i, Mtiliiiiporc MA ) 
Yours IS a common problem but not unsi..‘mountahle 
You can overcome it Iw joining an institute, where you aie 
bound lo meet like-minded people You can always form a 
group there anti practice with them It that is not jwssible, 
use the tape recorder to practice vour English Once you lisien 
lo the tapes, you will realise vour mistakes ami learn t(' correct 
them 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

Municipal Commission, Calcutta Exams held on the 17th August, 1997 


/ 1. The smallest number which must be subtracted from 
the number 86*^1 so as to make it a perfect square is: 

(H) 145 (h) 60 (fill 42 (d) 12 

"2. A agrees to complete a piece of work m 6 days for 

Rs 300, but engaging an assistant the work is completed in 4 
days. Then the share received by the assistant is; 

(fl) Rs200 (b) Rs250 (c) Rs 150 (^RslOO 

jJ^Rs 3400 IS divided among A, B, C, D in such a way 
that the shares of A and B, B and C, C and D may be as 2 : 3, 

4 : 3,2 ; 3 respectively. The sum of the shares of B and D is; 

(a) Rs204t) (fi) Rsl680 (r) Rs20U0 (d) Rsl720 

lit A bag contains 400 coins consisting of 50 p, 10 p and 

5 p pieces. The total value of coins of each kind is the same. 
The number of 5 p coins is; 

(fl) 200 250 (f) 125 (d) 300 

//5. A man spends one quarter of his income on food, ^h 

of it on rent and the remaining which is Rs 2310 on other 
commodities. His total income is: 

(n) Rs4200 (h) Rs34lX) (c) RsSOOO (d) Rs6500 

2 1 1 

6. The simplified value of 2-^ +(3— - 22 ) is' 

(.. ^ I 

7. If 10”'o of a number is subtracted from it, the result 

is 1800. Then the number is: / 

(a) 1900 (/>) 1420 (^2000 (d) 2140 

„ n.. , . 7 16 21 . ^ . 

8<' The fraction.s —when arranged in descend¬ 
ing order is- 

, / 16 21 
11 ' 20'22 

f ^ 

11'22'20 


(«) y 


(n) 110 km 


(b) 90 km 
1 


(c) 100 km fdf^OS km 


The value of 10-j^ 




(a) 2- 


^21 jh 7 
22'20'II 


Ih 7 
20 ' 11 ' 


22 


4 111 an examination 52% of the candidates failed in 
science and 42% failed in mathematics. If 17% failed in both 
the subjects, the percentage of candidates who failed only in 
science 

35% (h) 23% (r) 20% (d) 107.. 

- *0. A sum of money am.ounts to Rs 2240 at 47o per 

annum simple interest in 3 years. The interest on the same 

sum for 6 months at 3-^70 per annum is: 

^(aj/fts50 (6) Rs30 {(i^s35 (d) Rs40 

A passenger train starts from A at a speed of 35 
km/hr and at the .same time a goods train starts from B at 25 
km/hr. If the stations A and B are 180 km apart, and there are 
no stoppages, the distance from A where they will meet is: 


^220 “220 SlO 

1^^ mixture of 40 litre.s contains milk and water in the 
ratio of 3:1. The amount of water which must be added to it 
so that tlje ratio of milk to water may 5 ; 2 is:, 

2 litres (b) 3 litres (c) 4 litres (d) 1.5 litres 
14. The total number of integers betwtxiu 200 and 400 
each of which either begins with 3 or ends with 3 or both aiv: 
(fl) 10 (b) KX) (<:) 110 (d) 200 

A dishonest trader cheats both the buyer and the 

.seller by 10% His actual gain is- 

(fl) 10% lb) 11% (0 207. (d) 21".,. 

The ratio of income ot P and Q is 3 4 and the ratio 
of their respective expenditure is 2 : 3. If both of them save 
Rs 120, the income of P is. 

(n) Rsl20 lb) Rs240 (c) Rs360 (d) Rs480 

107. discount and then 207, discount in succession is 
equivalent to total discount of: 

15% (b) 20'yn ^■287., (d) 30')(, 

The average of all the integers lying between 1 
and 50 (including them) which are perfect square is- 
(fl) 20.- (h) 25 6-) 25.5 (d) .50 

C) been distributed among f., .M,.!** in 

suena way that I.gets Rs 5.72 more than N .nrid M gets Rs 2.24 
more than L, then N gets: 

4«0 Kii 109 (M Rs 110 90 (c) Rs 113.56 (d) Rs 114.72 
A man purchased some pens for Rs 540. If the price 
of (5ach pen were less by Rs 3.00, l-ie would get 6 pen.- more. 
The number ol pens he actually purchased were: 

(flj^40 lb) 30 (c) 20 (d) 6 

■'''S^The sum of a proper traction wilfi its reciprocal is 
13 

the fraction is; 

6 




(fl)- 




(C) 


(d)- 


The product of three consecutive natural numbers is 
divisible byv 

OOjy' (b) 9 (c) b Id) 5 

Volume of a liquid is increased by 107, when it is 
frozen to solid. If that solid be melted into liquid, then its 
volume decreases by: 


(«) 11 ^% 




(c) 10% 


(d) 207o 


I have to be at a certain place in a certain time, and 1 
find that if I walk at the rate of 5 km/hr, I shall be 5 minutes 
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Ux) late and if at the rate of 6 km/hr, I shall be 10 minutes too 
early. T^n the distance 1 havt' to go is; 

{!>rv.5km (b) 7 km (c) 8.5 km (tl) 8 km 

litre of water weighs a kilogram, a litre of another 
liquid weighs 1.340 kilograms. A mixture of the two weighs 
1.270 kilograms per litre. The ratio of their volumes in a litre 
of the mixture is: 


(n) 7:17 (b) 17:24 (c) 7:27 (rf) 24:27 

3^Mangoes are bought at Rs 10 per IfX), the rate per 100 
at which they must be sold .so that the gain on Rs 100 may be 
equal to the selling price of 2.50 mangoes is: 

(rt) RslO (li) Rsn:[^ (c) Rsl2 (d) Rs 13^ 


27. The sum of four consecutive integers is 1290, the 
greatest of them is: 

(a) 321 (b) 322 (c) 323 (d) 324 

28. The value of 1 10 + 100 r 1000 is; 

(a) O.tKII (b) O.OOOl (r) OOtXKlOI (J) lOCXlO 

29. The weight of a container when ^ of it is filled up 


with water is 9.5 kg, when —rd of it is filled up with water, its 

weight is 7 kg. 'I'he amount of water that fills up the container 
completely is; 

(ii) 15 kg (b) 10.5 kg (c) 17 kg (d) 19 kg 

30. Kamita, after travelling 84 km found that if he trav¬ 

elled 5 km an hour more, he wvnild take 5 hours less, he 
actually travelled at a rale of; 

(«) .5 km/hr (hi ft km/hr 

(c) 7 km/hr (d) 10 km/hr 

31. When positive squaie root of a number which is a 
perfect .square, is subtracted from that number, it gives 110. 
The number is. 

(fl) 100 (fi) 121 (cj 144 Id) lft9 

32 A trader marked the pi ice of a commodity so as to 
incl'.de a profit of 25%, but allowed discount of lft% on the 
marked prn.e 1 lis actual profit was; 

(a) ri% (b) 9"/u (c) 1ft'!-;. [d) 25r.. 

.13. Out of nine /me balls of equal .size, eight balls are of 
equal weight and the weight of the remaining is less than that 
i>l each others. The least numoer of trials hy weigh-balance 
that can isolate the odd ball is. 

(a,* 1 (M 2 (r) 8 (d) 9 

.34. A piece of cloth when measured by a defective s<'ale 
was 12 metre in length while its actual length is 12..'' metre. 
The per cent erior is- 

(n) 4.2 (f>) 4 (c) 2 (d) 0.5 

35. In 1972, total population in a village was 2tXX). In 
1982 the number of men have been increased by I0%and that 
of wirmen have been reduced by hX, but the total population 
remained unaltered. The number of men in 1972 were; 

• \a) 600 (b) 725 (r) 750 (d) 1250 

3ft. The number just preceding 99(19 which is a perfect 
.square is: 

(n) 9908 (b) 99{X) (c) 9899 (d) 980 i 

37. The product of two positive integers is 1.575 and their 



ratio is —. The least number is: 

(fll 25 (b) 35 (c) 45 (d) 70 

38. 380 mangoes have been distributed among 85 boys 
and girls so that each boy gets 4 mangixi.s and each girl gets 
5. The number of boys are; 

(n) 15 (b) 38 (r) 40 (d) 45 

39. A worker suffers a 207.. rut in wages, l ie regains his 

original pay by obtaining a rise of: 

(a) 20% (b) 22^'/., (c) 2.57o (d) 

40. A boy walks from his home to schrxil at fi km/hr. Me 
walks btick at 2 km/hr. 1 lis average speed in km/hr is: 

(a) 3 (()) 4 (f) 5 (d) 'ITi 

41. A salesman sold two pipes at Rs 12 each; his profit on 
one was 207o and the loss on the other was 20"/... Then on the 
whole, he: 

[a) lost Ke 1 (b) gained Re 1 

(c) neither gain nor lost (d) lost Rs 2 

42. The last digit of (21.37)^ us; 

(a) 1 (b) .3 (c) 7 (d) 9 

43. If'm' men can do a job in'd' days, then the number 
of days in which (m + r) men can do the job us: 

(fll d-i-r (b) ^(m-i-r) (c) —^ (d) 

m m + r m + r 

44. A man invests Rs ICKKXl for a year. Of this Rs 4000 is 
invested at the interest rate of 57.. per annum, Rs 35(X) at 4% 
per annum and the rest at 'x%' per annum. His total interest 
for the year is Rs .500. Then x equals to; 

(a) 6.2 (b) 6.3 (r) 6.4 (d) 6.5 

45 A clock takes 3 seconds to strike 3, to strike 9 it will 

take: 

2 1 

(a) 12 secs (b) 12-.secs (c) 12-secs (d) 9.secs 

46. By traversing a distance a man covers half of the 
journey .it 6 km/hr and the remaining half at 3 km/hi. 1 lis 
average speed is- 

(a) 9 km/h'- (b) 4 5 km/hr 

({-) 4 km/hr (d) 3 km/hr 

47. Thesum of the two numbei.s IS'x' and their product 
is 'y'. The vum -4 tlieir ivciprocals is. 

(al -4-^- (b) xf-^ U) y4- (d) -- 

x y 1 / I j- 

48. When the cost c>f wheat is 90 P per kilogr.im, then a 
bread weighing 100 gms ct-)sts 18 P. When the bread weighing 
180 gms costs 18 P, the cost of wheat per kilogram is: 

(a) 40 P lb) 50 P (c) 60 P (d) Re 1 

49. The price of sugar per kilogram has increased from 
Rs 6.00 to Rs 7.50. The percentage reduction in the use of 
sugar, so that expenditure does not increase is; 

{a) 10% (b) 1.5% (c) 20% (d) 25% 

50. In a certain examination the number of those who 
passed was four times the number of those who failed. If 
there had been 35 fewer candidates and 9 more had failed, the 
number would have been in the ratio 2:1. The total number 
of candidates are: 
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(a) 12=; (h) 135 (f) 145 (d) 155 

51. The least unc among the following: 12^% of 100, 

12.55, (y/, \'i60 i.s; 

(a) 12|%ofl00 (b) 12..^ 

(r) (j)’ id) '.T60 

52. By selling an article for Rs 40 there is a loss of 40%. 
By selling it for Rs 80 he: 

(«) gamed 20% (h) lost 10% 

(t) k>st20% (d) gained 10% 

53. The product of all the prime numbers between 80 
and 90 is: 

(aj 83 (h) 89 (r) 7.387 (d) 598347 

54. I of A = 75% of B = 0.6 of C, then A: B : C is: 

(fll 2:3:3 (fc) 3:4:5 (c) 4 : 5 ; 6 (d) 9:8:10 

55. The population of a city increases from 100 thousand ’ 
to 121 thousand in 2 years. The rate of increase of population 
is: 

(a) 9% (b) 10% (c) 12% id) 15% 

56. The percentage change in area of a rectangle when its 
length i.s increased by 10% and breadth decreased by 10% is: 

(a) decreased by 10% (b) increased by 10% 

(f) decreased by 1 % (d) increased by 1% 

57. A tram runs from A to B at a speed of 50 km/hr and 
returns from B to A at the speed of 70 km/hr. Tlie average 
speed of the journey is: 

{a) 60 km/hr (h) 58^ km/hr 

(c) 72 km/hr (d) 75 km/hr 

58. A sum of money doubles itself in 6 yeans at simple 
interest per annum. Daily interest of Re l.Otl will be received 
for deposits of money under this scheme by an amount equal 
to (1 yea- = 365 days): 

(a) I«sl200 (5) Rs2190 (c) Rs2400 (d) Its 36.50 

,59. Sum of ..quan!s of two conssecutiv'e positive even 
integers is 4.52. The greater one of them is: 

(fl) 12 (6) 14 (c) 16 (d) 18 

60. A griKer mixed sugar at Rs 12 per kg with sugar at 
Rs 9 per kg in a certain ratio and sold the mixture at Rs 11 per 

kg to have the gain ^-th of his outlay. The ratio of mixtures for 

O 

two types respectively is: 

(a) 7: 20 (b) 9: 12 (c) 1:2 (d) 3 : 2 

61. A starts from a place P towards a place Q, at the same 
time 'B' starts fnim Q for P. After meeting on the way they 
reach their destination in 3 and 4 hours respectively. The raho 
of speed of A to B is: 

(a) 4:3 (fc) 3:4 (c) ^3^2 (d) 2:V3 

3 

62. A liquid 'P' is 1— time as heavy as water and water is 


1- time as heavy as another liquid Q. The amount of liquid P 

must be added to 7 litres of the liquid Q so that the mixture 
may weigh as much as an equal volume of water is: 

2 1 

(a) 4^ litres (b) 5 litres (c) .5^ litres (d) 7 litres 

J o 

63. A certain number is divided into two parts such tha t 
if 5 times of the first part is added to the 11 times.of the 2nd 
part makes 7 times of the whole. The ratio of the first part to 
the 2nd part is: 

(fl) 1 :2 (b) 2:7 {c) 6:7 (d) 2 :1 

7 

64. A does —th of a piece of work in 15 days. He does 

the remainder with the assistance of B in 4 days. The time 
required for A and B together to do the piece of work is: 

(a) lO^days (b) 11^ days 

(c) 12^ays (d) 13^ days 

65. The mean proportional of 0.0625 and 0.49 is: 

(a) 17.5 (b) 1.75 (c) 0.175 (d) 0 0175 

66. 10% of 1.5% of 20% of Rs 500 is: 

(a) Rs 15.00 (b) Rs 15.50 (c) 15 P (d) 1 ^ 1..50 

67. The simplest value of 8.7- (7.6-{6.5-(5.4 - 4.3-2)11 
is: 

(fl) 2.5 (b) 3.5 (c) 5.3 (d) 4.5 

68. If 109 be multiplied by a certain number, it is in- 
crea.sed by 2071, the multiplier is: 

(fl) 12 (b) 15 (c) 20 (d) 25 

69. If the price of an article be increased by R.s 2 per ten, 
then at present tlie numbei of things available by Rs 48 is 8 
less than before. The price of the article per ten at present is: 

(a) Rsl8 (b) Rsl2 (c) RslO (d) R.s8 

70. A sum of money becomes double on simple interest 
in 20 years, the period in which it will become four times at 
the same rate is: 

(fl) 40 years (b) 60 years (c) 80 years (d) 50 years 

.3 12 

71. If —th difference between 2— and 1— is subtracted 

4 4 3 

2 I 

fnim -Tof y-,> the remainder is: 

3 4 


72. An article when sold at a gain of 5% yields R,s 15 

more than when sold at a loss of 5%, its prime cost is: 

(a) RslOO (b) Rsl20 (c) Rs 140 (d) Rsl50 

73. If the rate of interest per annum increases from 6^% 

to 8%, a person's annual income increases by Rs 40.50. His 
capital is: 

(n) Rs2500 (b) Rs2700 (c) Rs.3000 (d) Rs2550 

74. If the average of five cor«ecutive even natural num¬ 
bers is 12, then the smallest number is: 

(fl) 4 (b) 6 (c) 8 (d) 12 

75. The appropriate quantity in the * marked place in 
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*:13;40:65is; 

(a) 8 (b) 12 (c) 20 {d) 9 

76. A jeep takes 2 hour less time than a motor car to cover 
a distance of 200 km. The speed of jeep is 5 km/hr nr.ore than 
that of the motor car, the speed of the motor car is; 

(a) 15 km/hr (b) 18 km/hr 

(c) 20 km/hr (d) 22 km/hr 

77. Ratio t)f the values of one rupee, 50 p, 25 p. coins in 

a money bag is 4; 5:6. The ratio of their numbers is: 

(a) 12:2:5 (fc) 2 : 5 ; 12 (c) 4:8:10 (d) 5:2:12 

78. A man can do a piece of work in 4 days. A woman 
can do the same work in 12 days. They finish the work 
tcjgether and receive Rs 60 as wages for labour. The amount 
received by the man is; 

(a) Rs20 (b) Rs25 (c) Rsl5 (d) Rs45 

79. To ga in 12^% on selling sample milk at the cost price 

of pure milk, the quantity of water to be mixed with one 
quintal of pure milk is: 

(a) 11-kg (b) loikg (c) 12^ kg (d) 10 kg 

80. Sum of two numbers, each of three digits, is 1632 and 
their H.C'.K is 136. The greatest number is: 

(a) 680 (h) 952 (c) 1,36 (d) 408 

81. The ratio, in which rice of price Rs 3.00 per kg and 
Rs 1 ..lO per kg should be mixed so that there will be neither 
loss ('I gain on selling the? mixed rice at the rate of Rs 2.50 per 
kg is 

(II) 1:2 (b) 2:1 (<’) 2:3 (d) 3 : 2 

82. On selling three articles at the cost of four articles, 
there will be profit of: 

(a) 25% (b) 40% (c) 33^% (d) 37^% 

83 12^% rebate is allowed on electric bill if it is depos¬ 

ited in due time. The amount in a bill if it paid for Rs 350 on 
enjoying the due rebate is; 

(a) Rs 393.75 (h) Rs375 (c) Rs400 (d) Rs425 

84. A sum of money trebles itself in 30 years Rale of 
interest} er .mnum is: 

(a) 6|% (/.) 10% (c) 15% (d) 6% 

85. Average score of first three students in an examina¬ 
tion is greater than that of first five students by 20; but the 
total score of first three students is less than that of first five 
students by 70 The total score of first three students is. 

(n) 195 (b) 210 (c) 255 (d) 270 

86. It the rate of interest rises from 11^% to 13%, a man's 

annual income from interest on investment of a principal 
amount increases by Rs 1620. His principal amount in rupees 
is: 

(fl) 100000 (b) 108000 (c) 118000 (d) 18(XXX) 

87. In two mixtures, the ratio of milk to water were 7; 3 
and 11 : 4 respectively. The two mixtures were again mixed 
up respectively in the ratio 5 : .3. The ratio of milk to water in 


the final mixture was: 

(a) 23:10 (b) 32 :21 (c) 9:5 (d) .57; 23 

88. Five times of a positive integer is equal to 3 less than 
twice the square of that number. The number is: 

(fl) 13 (b) 23 (c) 3 (d) 33 

89. A trader bought same number of mangt>es at 15 per 
rupee and 12 per rupee. By selling all the mangoes at 13 for a 
rupee he will: 

(fl) gain 3% (b) gain2~% 

22 

(c) lose2~% (d) neither gain nor lose 

90. A and B tcx>k some amount of money from a bank on 
the same date at an interest of 10% per annum. After two 
years A paid completely his principal together with interest 
by an amount which was exactly equal to what B pa^d after 
three years as principal and interest. The ratio of principal 
amount of A to that of B is: 

(fl) 3:2 (b) 2:3 (c) 12:13 (d) 13; 12' 

91. The sum of all the digits of any integer consisting of 
more than one digit be subtracted from the integei, the differ¬ 
ence is always divisible by: 

(fl) 5 (b) 6 (c) 9 (d) 11 

92. In an election 75% of the listed voter.s cast their votes 
out of which 2% votes were cancelled. A candidate got 9261 
votes which are 75% of the valid votes. Total number of voter 
enrolled in that election were: 

(a) 16000 (b) 16400 (c) 168(X) (d) 18000 

2 3 

93. The simplest value of - x -— -- is: 

^ of I - 
(i 3 4 

(fl) 2 (fl) 1 (c) ^ (d) -- 

94. 700 coins consists of rupee, 50 p coin, and 25 p coin. 
The total values of rupee coins, 50 p coins and 25 p coins are 
in the ratio 2; 3:5. The number of rupee I'oins are: 

(fl) .50 (b) I'JO (c) 150 (d) 200 

95. The bus fare md train fare of a place from Calcutta 

were Rs 2 and Rs 3 respectively. Train fare has been increased 
by 20% and the bus fare by 10% The ratio of ni w ti am fare to 
bus fare is 

(o) 11 : 18 (/■) 5:3 (c) ,3.5 (d) IK. 11 

50 0.05 5 

96. The simplest value of -- i -i- -r is- 

(o) 100 (b) no (iv 120 (d) 150 

97 . On selling an almirah for Rs 2576 a person got a 
profit of 12%. Had it been bought for Rs UX) less, the profit 
per cent would have been; 

(n) 16^ (b) 17 (f) ]7~ (d) 17-|?- 

98. Your date of birth is 11 August, iohn is junioi to you 
by 11 days. If the 15th August of that year falls on Monday, 
then John's birthday is on: 

(fl) Wednesday (b) Tuesday 

(c) Monday (d) Sunday 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


I (l) Thf rci|d no wiiii'li mii.sl 
bi‘ siibiT.51 ti'ii - -12 


183 


I IJT 

«b9r 

_ 

' 54 T 

349_ 

■ 42 “ 


2 [d) A s ont- day's work ■- - 

6 


.111 

Assisuinl s one day s work “ '4 “ ^ ” yj 
Ratio of then one day's work “ ^ ^ • 1 

•. Assistant's share = y 300 = Rs 100 


A 

2 

8 

16 


B 

3 

4 

12 ■ 
24 


C 


3 

n. 

2 

IH 


D 


. B's share ~ x 3400 = %0 
no 

U's share =-^x 3400 = 1080 
o5 

Slim = Ra 2040 


3 

27 


Sum of values of ratios = lb -t 24 + 18 + 27 - 85 
50 p 10 p 5 p 

4. (b) Ratio of values of roias 1.1.1 

RalKiiitno o! coins 1^2 1x10 : 1x20 

-- 1 . 5 ; 10 

No of 5 p coins - j~ 250 

5. {a) Let tlie total income be Rsx 

X - I-* ' r) -- 2310 X --- Rs 4200 

, 20 - 13 , 8 6 16 

6 . (•) y ‘ ^ 2 ’' 6 '"3 


•X-. 


(iUO-li.'i . 100 

(•:) —7(,0-- ^ - 2000 

7 16 21 140.170,210 

fc ih) = - 


21V- 


in (le'-ce.odio)’, order. 


21 16 7 


22 20 ' 11 

9. til I '■ .)aj;e of t andidate.s railed in science only 

= (52 - 17)% rr 3.5% 


10. (0 P = 


A X 100 


2240 X 100 


100a Rxl 100 + 4x3 


= 20(to 


S.I. = 


2000 

7 0 , 

](X) 


X 

180 -X 

35 

25 


1 _1 1 
26 22 '"' lid 

I '1 In) Let the .'inantitv of water added be x litres 


•y 


I 
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Quantity of water in 40 + x litre = x 40 + x=10 + x 
Also quantity of water in 40 + x litre 

= {40 + x)^=(40 + x) 

2 

10 + X ■= ~ (40 + x) => x = 2 litres 

14. (c) 

15 . ^ Ruk GM - . , 001 % 

iUU 


= l 


noo+10)'' 


100 


-100] = 211 


16. (c) A.T.S. 


3y -120 2 


x = 120 


4x - 120 3 
P's income = 3x - 3 x 120 - Rs 360 

17. (c) l.et total value be Rs !00, value after two discounts 

= (80% of (90%) of lUO] = 72 
.'.Single discount = K)0 • 7? - 28% 

18. (fl) i [1^ + 2 " + 3^ + 4 ’ 4 5^ + 6^ + 7 ’] r I X —~-1^= 20 

7 ^ ^ ^ 

^ V ■> 'ifn + l)(2n fif 
2^^ . ^ 

19. (a) N's share be Rs x 

L's share = x 4 5.72 

M's share = x 4 5.72 + 2.24 -■ x 4 7.96 

X + 7.96 4 X + X + 5.'/?. = 340.68 .'. x -- 109 

20. (h) Let the no. of pens be X 


540 540 ■ 


X X + 6 

21. w x*i-f 


= 3 => X = 30 (as X can't be -ve) 

2 3 


- -V,- 

7 X 


But proper fraction = — 

22 (r) 

23 (6) Let the original vol bi-100 ml. 

Increased vol = (100 ^ 10)%. of 1(K) = 110 ml 
If solid be melted into liquid, then vol = 100 
Decrease in vol = 110 -100 - 10 ml 

10 1 
% decrease = =■ ^jY 

24. (ft> Let distance be x km 


2 ^ 


P's *’®P60'6*60 


25. (c) l^et the vol. of water hex/and vol of another liquid 
= l-x litre ( V vol of mixture = 1 litre) 

A.T.S xxl + (l-x) 1.340 = 1.270 =sx=^ 

7 27 

.'. 1 - X = 1 - — = — Reqd. ratio = 7:27 

26 (d) CP. of 100 mangoes = Rs 10 

.'. In Rs lOG mangoes bought = 10(X) 

Let 5.P. of 100 mangoes be Rs x 
S.P of 1000 mangoes = lOx 


'4ilhJ 





Gain = S.P. of 250 mangoes = x 250 = ^ 

S.P. = C.P. gain =s lOx = 100 + |x => x = 13|^ 

27. (d) x+<x + l) + (x + 2) + (x + 3) = 1290 =» x = 321 
Greatest of them = x + 3 = 324 

29. (fl) Let the weight of container be x and that of the 

amount of water that fills up the container be y kg 

.-. A.T.S. X +1 = 9.5 ... (0 X +1 = 7.0 ... (I’O 

Subtracting (if) from (i), y = 15 kg 

30. (c) Let the actual speed be x km/hr 

84 84 ^ 

-- = 5 X = 7 

X x + 5 

31. (h) x-y!x = 110 . By inspection we can find no. = 121 

■ i 21 - ^21 = 121 -11 = 110 

32. (n) Let C.P. = Rs 100, M.P. = Rs 125 

b.l.-liDX 

S.P. = Rs 105 .'. Actual profit = 105 -100 = 5% 

33. {b) We will make 3 groups of balls each contairung 3 

balls. Then we will weigh 2 groups, if both groups 
are of same weight, then the third group contains die 
odd ball, if the first two groups are of unequal 
weight, then group of less weight contains the odd 
ball. Then we will have 2 balls of group containing 
odd ball, the ball of less weight will be odd. (If 2 balls 
are of equal weight then remaining ball is odd). By 
weighing only two hmes we can isolate the odd ball. 
I'l c _ 10 0 

34. (b) % error =' 5 ' ^ 

35. (c) Let no. of men be x .-. No. of women = 2000 - x 

A.T.S. ^xx+:^x (2000-x) =2000 =s x=7Sp 


. 100 100 ' 

36. (J) Reqd.no. = 9909-108 
= 9801 


37. (b) 9xx7x = 1575 =» x = 5 

38. (d) Let the no. of boys * X 

4x + 5 (85 - x) = 380 =» 


39 . 00 .(— 

40. (a) Let distance be = X km 

Total time taken - 7 + r ■ ^ 

D 2 D 

Average speed = = 3 km/hr 


99_ 

9 99,09 

81_ 

189 1809 
1701 
108 

.'. Least no. = 5 X 7 = 35 
.•. girls * 85 - X 
x = 4S 

X100 = 25% 


7^ = 49 7 '®^ X 7^ gives unit digit = 1 x9 = 9 

43. (d) 1 man can do the job in md days 

.’. m + r can do the job in days 
m + r 

44. (c) 4000x xl + 3500 x xl + 2500 x — x 1 =500 

=* X = 6.4 

45. (fl) Upto 3 there are 2 spaces, upto 9 there are 8 spaces 

3 

Time taken to strike 9 = - x 8 = 12 secs 

. , . . , 2xy 2x6x3 

4b. (c) Average speed = —= ---—-— = 4 
X y o ^ 

XXX 

or total time taken = 7 + 7 = 77 
o 2 

Average Speed ~ ^ ~ 4 


L 1 1 b + a X 

47. (d) a + b = X, ab = y - + r = —r~ = — 

a b ab y • 

48. (b) Cost of 180 gm of bread = 18p 

18 

.•. Cost of 100 gm of bread = x 100 = 10 p 

When cost of 100 gm of bread is 18p, cost of wheat 

= 90p/kg 

When cost of 100 gm of bread is lOp, cost of wheat 

= -^xl0 = 50p 

49. (c) % Reduction = - x 100 = ||2 x 100 = 20 

50. (d) Let the total no. of candidates failed be x 

....... . , , (4x + x)-35-(x + 9) 

Candidates passed = 4x A.T.S.-- 

2 Passed 4x - 44 2 

Total candidates = 5x = 155 

51. (fl) 12^% of 100 = xlOO ^ 12.5, (y)^ = 3.6^ = 12.96 

^/T60 = 12.64 

12.55 = 12.555 .... Least = 12.5 

^ 40 X100 200 ^ . „„ 200 40 

52. (fl) Gam = 80-3—y 

Gain% :.T|r X100 = 20 IC.P. = 

200 (100 *• Loss%) 

3 

53. (c) Prime nos. between 80 and 90 are 83 and 89 

Product = 83 x 87 = 7387 

54. (d) |a = :^B =>A:B = 9:8,^=.6C =» B:C = 4:5 


- . 200 40 

Gam = 80--y-=y 


'■*"100 - 

-36;32;40-9'.8:10 


, 6 C =» B:C = 4:5 


41. (fl) IC.P. = 12x-^-Rsl0, IIC.P.»12x- 


Total CP. = 10+ 15 = 25 S.P. = i2 +12 = Rs 24 
.•. Loss = 25 - 24 = Re 1 

42. (d) 7* gives unit digit = 1 .-.7^ gives unit digit = 1 


55. (b) 121000.100000 (1 + ~)2 A = P (1 + 

H v2 R « R H 

^ ^■*‘100 ”10 
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56. (g 1 ft L - X, Pi - y 
IK) 


Area = xy 

.... 90 99 

Ncwa,..., —xy.—y..^y 

,. 9Q xy 

xy 1 (X) , 

"/.I IJecuMse - X -= 1% 

100 xy 

57. (b) Average speed= = km/hr 


58. (b) r 


X xlO O W 
"v X 6 " .5 ' 


S.I.= 


PRT 


1 — y-X- 

5 .56.5 100 


100 

=> P = 2190 

59. (c) Let the tw'o consecutive even nos. be x and x + 2 

A.rS.x^ + (x^ 2)^ ^452 
t)n solving we get x = 14,16 
Greater no. - 16 

60. (a) Let the quantities of two types be x kg and y kg 

Total C.P. = 12x + 9y, Total S.P. = ll(x + y) 

1 


P = -(12x + 9y) S.P. =CP.+P 


x_2_ 

y "20 


ll(x + y) = {12x + 9y) + -(12x+9y) = 

61. (d) Ratioof speed of Aand B =2; V3 


10 


62. (a) P - -^w, w = Let w = 1 kg, 
1 litre of P ykg, Q = I kg 


10 


.-. " litre of Q = 5 kg, x litres of P = -yc kg 


10 


■> i 5 -j 7 >■ X 

x-4- 

: 1 y - 7 (x 4 y) => 

- = 2:1 .x = 

y 


64. (dj R 'niaining work ■“ 1 


7_ .3 

10 " 10 


y = 2 nd part 


3 


A <\iid Fi i. igethor do of work m 4 days 

ll) 

.’. The whole work can be done in 4 x — = 13^ days 
65. (c) Mern propoitior.ai of 0 0625 and 0.49 


^ V.0625x0.49-0175 

66 . U) 10% of 1.5% of 20% of 500 

10 20 , _ 
" 100 ^ 100 100 ~ 

67. (if) R 7 - i" h - (6 5 - (5 4 - 4.3 - 2)|] 

i:!)-|65- ;54-2.3)|] 

■s • IT'.o-l'.''-3.11] 

-S7 -r .6 -3 4]-8.7-4.2-4.5 

68 . (c) 109x-109 4-2071 => x-20 

69. (c) Let the price of 10 articles be Rs x 

of artii les in Ks 18 48 x— 


/.A.T.S. 


480 480 


X x + 2 
as X can't be -ve 


= 8 =» X = 10 or -12 
X * -12 X = 10 


70- (b) = 5%, P = Rsl00,A = 400 


100 x20 
S.I. = Rs 300 
300x100 


t = - 


100x5 


= 60 years 


/ V 2 „ 1 3,„1 , 2, 2 ,13 3 7 83 

71.(0)^013^ 4(24 ^3^ ^3°^ 4 4 ^12 “48 


72. (d) LetC.P. = Rsx A.T.S. x x - 


= 15 X = 150 


73. (b) ( 8 - 6 ^)%ofx = 40.50 


X = Rs 2700 


74. fa) 


X + (x + 2) + (x + 4) + (x + 6 ) + (x + 8 ) 


= 12 =9 x =8 


75. (o) x = (13x40) 4 -65 = 8 

76. (c) Let the speed of motor car be x km/hr 

, 200 200 , 

A.T.S.-- = 2 => x = 20 

x x + 5 

77. (b) Ratio of values of 1 Re, 50 p, 25 p = 4 :5 : 6 

Ratio of their nos. = 4x1: 5x2 :6 x 4 = 2:5 :12 

78. (d) Raho of 1 day's work of man and woman 

3 

Amount received by man = --x 60 = Rs 45 

3 + 1 

79. (c) Let C.P. of 1 quintal of milk be = Rs 100 

C.P. of 1 kg = Re 1 


Gam = 12-% 
Difference = 


1 225 

S.P. = 100 + 12^ = ^ 


225 


100 = 


25 


25 1 

.•.Reqd. quantity of water = y kg = 12—kg 

80. (b) Let the nos. be 136x and 136y 

136x + ] 36y = 1632 =s X + y = 12 Pairs (1,12), (5,7) 
Nos. are (136 x 1,136 x 12) As each no is of three 
(136 X 5,136 x 7) digits 

.-. Reqd No. = 13t. x 7 = 952 

81. (b) 3x + 1..5y = 2.5(x+y) => y~Y 

82. (c) By selling 3 articles, there is a gain of 1 article 

Reqd profit % = | x 100 = 331 

83. (c) (100 -121)% of X = 350 x = Rs 400 

84. (a) LetP = Rsl00.-. A = Rs300, S.I. = 300-100 = Rs200 

„ S.I X 100 200x100 ^2„, 

PxT " 100 x 30 ~ 3 

85. (c) Let the average score of first three students be x and 

that of first five students be y 
A.T.S. X -y = 20... (0, 5y - 3x = 70... fi’O 
Solving (0 and (ii), we get x = 85 
Total score of first three students = 3x = 3 x85 = 255 
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86 . (b) (13-11-)%of X = 1620 .-.x = 10800 


87. (d) Milk in 1st mixture = 


_7_ ]_ 

7 + 3" 10 
11 


Milk in llnd mixture = — 

Let the reqd. ratio of milk and water be k; 1 

Milk in final mixture = —■ 
k + 1 

By the method of mixture.^ 

^ ^ ATS 

10 15 


^ J5_ 

k + 1 

/ \ 

_k_11 2. k 

k + 1 15 10 k + 1 


k+1 15 5 . .57 

■ 'i — Ic = —“ 

2_ _k_ 3 23 

10 “ k+1 


•. Reqd ratio k ; 1 ^ ^ = 57 : 23 

88 . (f) .5x = 2x^ - 3 .. X = 3, - ^ Ans x = 3 (a.s x is +ve) 

89 (b) Let the no. of mangoes be 60 (LCM of 12 and 15=60) 
TotalCP.=||+^ = Rs9 


60 + 60 120 


r ■ ■‘20 „ 3 

Gam =-—-9 = — 


Gain% = .SxlOO = .^»2|| 

W- (J) + + .-.i.lf 

91. (c) 

92 (c) 75% of (98% of 75% of x) = 9261 
93. (fl) 

Re 1 50 p 25 p 

91 (a) Ratio of values of coins = 2:3:5 

Ratio of no of corns =2x1 : 3x2 : 5x4 

= 1 :3:10 

.-. No of 1 rupee coins = — ^—r x 700 = 50 
^ 1+3+50 

95. (d) Reqd. ratio train fare : bus fare 

, 120 , no „ 

96. (c) 

97. (r) C.P. = —^^^°° = Rs2300 

If CP. = 2300-100 = Rs 2200 
P = 2576 -2200 = Rs 376 ^ 

98. (d) As John Ls 11 days junior to you John's birthday 

falls on 31st July. On 15th August it is Monday On 
1st Aug, it is also Monday .'.On 31st July it is Simday. 
John's birthday is on Sunday. 
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Are you aiming for a position., 
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Are you a person who won'I be 
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jobs of life‘7 And do you want to 
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Then, you need the most 
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ment skiff there is: The skill ol 
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ously... Without hesitation... 
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Here's a world-class course — 
the one and only. It helps you get 
the fluency power... So you 
can slop speaking English with 
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easily.. With your words flowing 
out.. Freely.. Spontaneously.. 
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Note this' This is not an elemen¬ 
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English course .. No This is an 
advanced fluency course. It 
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These fluency techniquea help 
you put spoken English to real 
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English • They help you project ' 
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Act now... 

Don't lorgel this People judge 
your quality and worth., from 
how fluentty you speak English. 
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— speak It fluently 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 



GnBUlAIIMIIEHISS 


The (fuestions f;iven below ivere set in the Deputy Manager Cadre 
Recruthnciil examviatwn conducted by the Calcutta Municipal Service 
Commission on the 17th August, 1997 

We are grateful to Sri Pratulya Mandal and Sri Aparajit 
Bandyopadhyay of North 24 Parganas and Sri Sumit Sarkar of Calcutta 
for sending these questions In us 

1. Ne‘ta)i Subhas Chandra Bose proclaimed the formation 
of the Azad Hind Government on; 

(a) 26 lanuary 1942 (b) 15 August 1942 

w(<rjzl October 1943 (d) 5 March 1944 

2. India's Constitution was enforced in the year; 

(a) 1947 (b) 1948 ?&)^1950 (d) 1952 

3. India won the World Cup in cricket in the year; 

(a) 1980 (H'1983 (c) 1986 (d) 1990 

4. Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court is appointed by; 
(fl) Governor of West Bengal 

(b) Prime Minister of India 

(r) c hief Justice of the Supreme Court 
(tij President of India 

5. The first Indian to win an Olympic medal in Lawn Ten¬ 
nis is' 

la) liamesh Krishnan -■((iJ-'Twander Paes 

(c) Vijay Amritraj (d) ZecshanAli 

6 . 1 he I'resident of Lidia is elected by; 


14. The "Quit India" movement was started in 1942 on; 

(a) 26th January (b) 15th May 

(ci^th August (d) 2nd October 

15. The last Governor-General of India was; 

(a) LordWavcll 

(b) Lord Mountbatten 

(c) Dr Rajendra Prasad 
(f^'C. Rajagopalachari 

16. The 74th Amendment to the Constitution of India was 
made in the year; 

(a) 1977 (b) 1984 (c) 1990 

17. The Wimbledon title in women's singles in 1997 was won 
by; 

(a) Martina Navratilova (b) Steffi Graf 

(cH^artina Hingis (d) Monica Seles 

18. India's national anthem "Jana-gana-niana" was com 
posed in the vear; 

(a) 1905 (IKWII (c) 1947 id] 1950 
^9. The Jnanpith prize for 1990 (presented in 1997) was 
awarded to' 

(d) a Hindi novelist 
a Telugu poe' 

(t) a Urdu literary critic 
Bengali noveli.st 


\ 


\ 


(a) the people of India directly 
(f.O tile Members ot Parliament 
^ the electoral college of the MPs and MI As 
(d) a collegial body of the State Governors 
7 The planet nearest to the Sun is' 

(a) earth (h) Mars 

Mercury (d) Jupiter 

8 . The Intei-Sratc Council under Art. 263 of the Indian 
Constitution was constituted in the year; 

(a) 1950 (b) 1967 ^1977 (Sfl990 

9. The city of Fatchpur Sikri was built up by; 

(a) Babar »(i»)'''Akbar 

(c) Shahjahan (d) Aurangzeb 

10. The name of tlie current Secretary-General of the UN is; 

(a) Boutros Boutros-Ghali (6) U Thant 

(c) Dag Hammarskjoeld ttJ'dCofi Annan 

11. Deng Xiaoping died in the year; 

(fl) 1989 lb) 1991 (c) 1995 ((^1997 

12. 'McDowell Cup' is associated with; 

(ifpfootball (b) Baseball 

(c) Cricket (d) Kabaddi 

1.3. Calcutta Improvement Trust (CIT) was set up in the year; 
(a) 1900 (b) 1911 (»J^921 (d) 1 


1935 




20 The prize popularly knoivn .is the Asian Nobel Prize is 
called; 

(fl) Nehru Award 
Ibf iMagsaysay Prize 
(f) RabindraPuraskar 
(d) Rajiv Gandhi Prize 

21. The Nobel Prize for Peace was given to' 

(a) VinobaBhave 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehi'u 
(4' Mother Teresa 
(d) Jayaprakash Narayan 

22. Penicillin was discovered by; 

(a) Samuel Clemens (b) Sir Fred Hoyle 

(CL Alexander Flemming (d) U N. Brahmachari 

'Green Revolution’ was fathered by. 

(a) S. Swaminathan (4^^orman Borlaug 

(c) S. Bahuguna (d) Sir J.C. Bose 

"^24. The State of the USSR collapsed in the year; 

(a) 1989 (b) 1990 ^cj^oi (d) 1992 ^ 

i 25. The two Germ.an States were unified in the year; * 


(fl) 1989 (c) 1991 (d) 1992 ' ' 

26, The Hindu College in Calcutta was established in^ie 


year; 
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(rt) 1800 (W^817 (c) 1835 (rf) 1857 

27. l^amins are nece.ssary for human beings for: 

metabolic growth and development 
(^fighting against cancer 
^ protection against water pollution 
(d) fighting malaria 

28. Prime Minister l.K. Gujral hails from: 

{a) Haryana (b) Gujarat 

(f) Bihar (d^unjab 

24. President K.R. Narayanan hails from: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (&) Karnataka 

(c) Tamil Nadu (^L^erala 

.30. India's Planning Commission was set up in tlie year: 

(«) 1947 (b) 1948 (cK^50 (d) 1952 
31. The financial capital of India is: 

(rt) New Dellii (Iji/Mumbai 

(i) Bangalore (d) Calcutta 

32 The robot craft dubbed "Pathfinder" recently landed on: 

(a) Moon (b) Jupiter 

•(cb'Mars (d) Saturn 

.33. The Theory ot Relativity was propounded by: 

(a) Isaac Newton (b) Meghnad Saha 

Albert Pinstein (d) Abdus Salam 

3-1 Human Rights Day is observed on. 

{II) 20th January (b) 24th Jime 

(i) 15th August 10th December 

35 The 'Bharat Ratna' award was given on his 100th birth 
year to: 

(a) D.G. Karve (bJ-G.L. Nanda 

j (c)G.B.Pant (d) DrBC.Roy 

o 6 . The Imperial Bank of India was renamed: 

[a] Reserve Bank of India 

(b) Central Bank of India 
{(') Bank of India 

(tfVState Bank of India 

37. lii India the Union government can dismiss a State gov¬ 
ernment under the Constitutional provision ot the Article: 

(a) 74 (fi) 200 (C+-.356 (d) 365 

38 The President of India cen declare a national«mcrgency 
under the Constitutional provision of the Article: 

(fi) 105 (ii) 1.52 (c) 250 (i^H3.52 

.39. Hargovind Khurana is an international authority in tiie 
held of- 

(ii) Physics (10 Chemistry 

(i.) Mathematics (<l)-^iology 

40 The World Population Day is observed every year on 
[a) l>t May (b) 30th June 

(ly^th July (d) 19th September 

41. The biggest rural fair in India takes place on tlie occasion of: 
(ii) Makar Sankranti in Allahabad 

(/») ^mbh Mela in Hardwar 
(iJ^attle Fair in Sonepur 

(d] Pushkar Mela in Pushkar (Rajasthan) 

42. Silicon Valley in the USA is famous for: 

(a) flower garden (b) aeiopiane 




museum 


(ift/aimputcr 


43. The UNO was established in: 

(a) 1918 (b) 1931 (6^945 (4><1949 

44. The first town in India to achieve cent per cent literacy 


was: 


(b) Shillong 
(dl)^F.rnakulam 


(b) Ankara 
Tashkent 


(fl) Kanpur 
,^Burdwan 

45. The capital of Uzbekistan is: 

(a) Vilnius 
(f) Harare 

46. Seismograph is used for. 

(a) measuring adulteration in milk 

recording the force of earthquake 

(c) measuring atmospheric pressure 

(d) recording the amount of rainfall 

47. "Swaraj is my birth right" was said by 
(a)/Sir Asutosh Mookherjea 
W Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(c) Swami Vivekananda 

(d) Bhagat Singh 

48. Medha Patekar is associated with. 

(a) India's freedom movement 

(b) Literacy movement 
(ly Environment protection movement 
(d) Movement for banning child labour 

49. In India the Mumcipal Finance Commission has been 
provided under the Constitution's: 

(a) 64th amendment 

(b) 70th amendment 

(c) /72nd amendment 

74th amendment 

50. The word "Swaraj" was first used hy: 

(a) Surendranath Banerjea 

(b) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(c) Swami Vivekananda 
(4 Dadabhai Naoroji 

51. The legislation toi the National Comniissi.iii tor Back¬ 
ward Classes was made in: 

(a) 1967 (b) 1977 (c) 1989 (d^''19‘n . 

.52. The National Commission for V\\>meii was set up jn 


year 




(a) 1980 (b) 1985 (cl 199(1 (Wf 1992 
.5.3 The wordi 'secular' and 'socialist' were inserted in the 
Preamble to the Indian Constitution by the 

(a) 1st amendnrent (b) 10th amendment 

(c) 24th amendment (tff'^lZnd amendment 

.54. The Indian telecom satellite 1NSAT-2D was launched in: 

(a) 1988 (b) 1992 (i) 1995 MKW 
55. Man's first landmg on the moon took place in the year 
(a) 1961 ((|J^69 (f) 1973 (d) 1981 
5h. Tlic highest airport m India is located in: 

(a) Bagdogra (b) Shillong 

(c) Shimla 

57. The film "Jurasic Park" was directed by: 

(a) Richard Attenborough (b) TomCrui.se 
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(a/sti- ven Spit’IbcTg (</) Federico Fellini 

'iH (he lirst Indiiin to he eiowned "Miss World" was: 
ill) hiisliniit.i Sen (/') Aisliwarya Rai 

(i ) l.illa N'diclii (li^Reita 1-arici 

5^' llie first dilli.itt carrier in the Indian Navy Ls called: 

(ii) INS Viraal IN'S Vikrant 

(i; INSSiihiias (</) INS Nehru 

M) 1 he ivinu i>l the political leader holding successively Ihe 
positions lit t inel Minister, Speaker of the l.ok Sahha and I’rcsi- 
dent ol India is 

(ii) I iiani Zdil Singh (b) C. Rajdgopnlachari 

(i j ! alJiriiddin Ali Ahmed h/l N. Saiijiva Reddy 

til Hie lounder ot the Modern Olympic Games was 
ill) Haion Roget Armond 
(<*/ Haron Pierre de Gouberlin 
(c) 1 red Perry 
(ii) noiiald Bradman 

(i2. l leven Israeli athletes were slaughtered in the ftlympic 
t ianies held in 

(«) Moscow (b) Montreal 

ii) Melbourne (d/Munich 

lid. The oldest captain of Hngland's cricket team was. 

(/»/WG. (.irace (M Peter May 

(() c olin C owdrey (it) Ian Botham 

M. In Ihe lirst official Test match between India and Fn- 
glaiiil, Ih Indian cricket tcan^'iis captained by. 

(ny lamsahib of Na^ml^ar (b) Mushtaii Ali 
tc) Col C K Naidu (d) I ala Amarnalh 

f)i The first Chief Flection CJorninissioner ot India was. 
la) 1 Chaturvedi (b) S.I,. Varma 

Sen (cf) (i V Mavlankar 

Wi LTtam Kumar, Ihe Bengali film hero, died on. 

(a) hi May (*>) 18 June 

fVi/^l Inly (il) 28 August 

h7 Ihe first Indian to win a Cirand Slam in Lawn Tennis 

was. 

i'll Ramanathan Kri.shnan 
(b; javdeep Mukherii 
'l l ^eiii)il 1 al 
(if ^,'Iahc-'. Bhupati 
I'S The Mayor of Calcutta is- 
(il) elec ted directly bv Ihe piniple 
l/i) yli’Cted by (lie MLAs 

[ff I'lccled b\ the Couiu illors of Ihe C orporalion 
ti/) nominated by the State tiovernmenl 
o‘i Kaliprasanna Sinha translated into Bengali- 
III I I hc Vedas 
(/■' .1 he L'paiiishads 
wr Ramayana 

(b) Vlahabharata 

7(1. The Bengali novel 'Father DabT was authored by: 
(flj^abindranath Tagore 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 

(c) Samaresh Basu 

(i/) Bibhuti Bhiisan Bandyopadhyay 
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71. The first elected Mayor of the democratised Municipal 
Corporation of Calcutta was: 

(«) Surendranath Banerjca 
(/<) Chittaranjan Uas 
(c) j M. Sengupla 

Subhas Chandra Bose 

72 The Bengali novel"(iana-Debata" was authored by: 

(cl) ,Manik Bandyopadhyay 
(if larasankar Bandyopadhyay 

(i) Bibhuti Bhusan Bandyopadhyay 
(if) Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay 

7.B. The first Indian football club to win the ll'A shield was: 

(ii) Mohammedan Sporting (b) Aryan 

(*/ Mohun Bagan (J) Fast Bengal 

74. lea as a popular druik originated in: 

(fl) Greece (b) Sri Lanka 

(V Chma (d) India 

75. Among the Asian countries, the highest per capita GNP 
is found in 

(ii) China 
Singapore 
{(') South Korea 
(if) India 

7fi. The governmental form ol municipalities in West Bengal 
IS currently callcd- 

(ii) weak chairman lorm 
(!’)■ strong chairinan loim 
V) ihairman-in-iouncil form 
(if) council-manager lorm 

77. I'he author of the bixik in Bengali "1 la/.ar Churasir Maa" is. 
(ii) Annada Sanknr l\a\ 

(bT45imaI Kar 
M Maha.sweta Debi 
(if) Asapurna Uebi 

78 1 he world's first woma;-i pilot was. 

(ii),Capt Mary- Smith 
(.M Capt Durba Banerjee 
(i) l-'apt Nina Navratilova 
(if) Capt lane Smith 

7‘). n-io i inema hall in Calcutta which was given its name by 
Rabindranath lagore is- 

(i.yPraihi (b) Indira 

(»/ Rupabani (if) Purabi 

80. The judicially permissible highes' level ot sound pollu¬ 
tion is: 

(a) 40 decibel (b)^50 dticibcl 

(i ) 5.5 decibal (tO decibel 

81. The Comnussioner of Calcutta Municipal Corporation is 
appointed by. 

(fl) .Mayor of Calcutta 

(b) Ciovernor of West Bengal 
(s)Zthe State Government 

(if) the Councillors of the Corporation 

82. The 'nagar panchayat' form of urban government is meant 






OBjictn 


jfoi'^medium-sizcd urban areas 
(SJ*old towns 

(i ) transitional urban conglomerations 
(</) cantonment areas 

83. The slogan "All Power to the Indian People" was raisiH.! 
by: 

(a) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
(l>) l^l Bahadur Shastri 
(cV^ubhas Chandra Bose 

(d) Indira Gandhi 

84. The epithet of "the liberator of the Indian Press" was 
given to: y 

(fl^.ord Metcalfe 

(b) Lord Ripon 

(f) Sir Siirendranath Banerjea 
(d) Lala Lajpat Rai 

85. The largest percentage share of the population engaged 

in agriculture is found in: . 

(a) India •^l*ifBangladc.sh 

(c) China (d) Indonesia 

86 . Both Satyajit Ray and Brian Lara had in common their 
birthday which falls on' 

(a) 15th March 2nd May 

(r) 23rd September (d) 28th fJecember 


ANSWERS 


1 (c) in Singapore. 

2. (f) adopted on November 26,1949 and enforced on January 



26, 1950 




3. (h) 

4. W) 

5 (b) 

6 . (i ) 

7 (c) 

8 (d) 

(b) 

10 (d) 



11. (d) Hf wa.s President of C'hma. 


12 . (fl) 

13 (r) 

14 (c) 

15. (d) 

16 . (d) 

17. (r) 





18. (6) firs! published in 1912, 

under the title Bliaraf VidlifUa in 


the Tiitvn-Bodliiiii Patrika edited by Tagore himself. 

19. (d) 

20 . (b) 

21 (r) 

22 (c) 

23. (b) 

24. (.') 

25. (b) on October 3,19V0. 


26. (h) 

27. (fl) 




28. (d) from Jhelum, now in Pakistan. 


29. (d) 

.30. (f). 

31. (b) 

32. (f) 

33. (f) 

34. (d) 

.35. (b) 

36. (d) 

37. (f) 

38 (d) 

39. (d) 

40. (c) 

41. (c)' 

42. (J) 

43. (c) 

44 (d) 

45. (d) 

46. (b) 

47. (b) 

48 (c) 

49. (d) 

•50 id) 

51. (d) 



52. (d) 

on 31st January, 1992 (India '93, page 246). 

53. (d) 

54. (d) 

55. (b) on July 21,1969. 

56. (d) 

57. (c) 

58. (d) 

59. (b) 

60. (d) 

61. (b) 

62. (d) 

63. (a) 

64. (a) 

65. (f) 

66 . (f) 

67. (d) 

68 . (c) 

69. (c) 

70. (b) 

71. (d) 

72. (b) 

73 (c) 

74. (.:) 

75. (b) 

76. (c) 

77. (c) 

73. (0) 

79. (c) 

80. (J) 

81. (c) 

82. (fl) 

83. (f) 

84. (a) 

85. (b) 


86. (b) 
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|Bsi of Reasoning—I 


/ Qs. 1 - 8 . Which would be the next number in the series given 

' below: 

Y .SI, S2;.4'?;4^ .V, / 

. (a) 33 (b) .31 ic) 29 (<ff 28 (c) None of these 

r 2 ; 6 ; 12 , 20 ; ^ 

(a) 28 (bi 50 (f) 32 (d) 33 (c) None of these 

ry3. 7; 6 ; 10; 1; 17; ... 

(a) -8 {b) 2 (c) -3 (d) zero (e) None of these 


4. 13; 16; 22; .34; ... , 

(a)'52 (b) 48 (c) 62 (df 58 


(c) None of these 


3. 8;.7j^l5; 22; 37; ... 

(of 59 (b) 57 (c) 61 (d) 49 (e) Nc 

6 . 7; 42; 6; 18; 3; 24; ... / 

(a) 12 {bl 27 (c) 9 (d/s (c) Nc 

7. 1^; 24^ 2?; 3^; .... 

(a) 38 (b) 39 '(e) 40 (d) 42 (c) Nc 

8 . 9; 22; 16; 64; 25; ... / 

1,1) 50 (b) 100 (c/l25 (d) 525 (c-) Nc 

9-10. Find out the missing numbers:^^^..^ 


(e) None of these 
{(.’) None of these 
(e) None of these 


Jone of these 

'I' 




(a) 50 (b) 27 

(c) 16 (d) 36 

(p) None of these 


(a) 8 (b) 15 

(c) 24 (tf) 16 

(c) None ot these 


Qs. 11-16. Which would be the next set of letters in the series 
given below: 

11. BTF, CSIJ; DRJ, liQL; ... 

(a) l-PN (b) FQM (r) FPC 

(d) CiPN (p) None ot these 

12. BUGF, EG]!; H)ML, KMPO, .. 

(a) NQRS (b) l.PSR (c) NQ5T 

(d) NPSR (,■) NoneoflJu'se 

13 ZBA; XZY; VXW; EVU; .... 

(a) kST (b) SRT (el OTS 

(il) SIJT ((’) None of these 

14. DCZ; GD\; JEX; MW; .... 

(a) PHU (b) QGV (c) QHU 

(d) PGV (c) None of these 

15. EF; GH; ]K; NO; .. 

(a) RS (b) QR (c) ST 

(d) TU (c) None of these 


fp) bbca 


(c) becc 


16. AF; GK; LQ; RV; ... 

(a) WZ (b) WB (f) YC 

(d) XB (p) None of these 

Qs. 17-18. Find out the missing letters: 

17. ac-abacbd-a-bdbacb-bacb 

(a) bebe (b) ebea fp) bbca 

(d) beba (p) None of these 

18. -abacca-ac-abac-aba 

(a) cbcc (b) bebe (p) bccc 

(d) bcca (p) None of these 

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the lett»rs used in the word: 
INVESTIGATION 

19. How many letters have been used in the wcjrd? 

(If one letter occurs more than once, count it as one only) 
(a) 7 (b) 8 (p) 9 (d) 10 (p) II 

20. How many sets ol two letters have as much letters 
between them as they have in the alphabetical order’ 

(a) None (b) 2 (p) 3 (d) 4 (r) 5 

21. Which popular word can be formed with 2nd, 4th, oth, 
9th, 10th and 13th letters of the word? 

Qs. 22-23. Six persons A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting around 
a round table in the following way: 

B is facing E. 

A is not near D or F. 

E is to the right of C. 

F and B have one person between them, 

Now answer the following questions: 

22. Whom is F facing’ 

(a) A (b) B (p) C (,!) D (p) E 

23. D is between; 

(a) B and C (b) C and E (pI B and E 

(d) C and F (p) B and F 

Question no. 24 and 25 are based on the figure given 
below 



24. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(a) 8 (b) 10 (p) 11 (d) 13 

(p) None of these 

25. Count the number of triangles in the figure. 

(fl) 14 (b) 16 (c) 18 (d) 20 

(p) None ot these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


AKSWER FIGURES 


f~i I 1 r~i ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ Q'UPtjQ TjQxiVxl.yTTrSIlA 

gfsyvv (S Q Q 6 6 
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Qs. 56-65. In questions given below, the Problem Figures I and II have a definite relationship between them. Your task is to 
find out from the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E, the figure that has a similar relationship with Problem Figure 111. 

iTj-/ PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

D 
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Find the odd-man out: 


66 . 


_l l_ 


A 5 - n 

O 0 o 


6B. 0 0 0 (J) Q 

< 0 > 

□ Y^T-0I?x O 

70. aV° T I « S H 

^qO x-'t l2x>^ ° o 

'■ |jttraiinimi?t 

Match the following questions with A, B, C and D on the 
basis of common features among figures. 


77, 

73. 

A 


t> 


S s 

A. g H 

B- 0-IJJ 


C. IB 

Q 


D. 'f’ I dl 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. [d) Cio on deducting 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 ... from numbers 

2. (f») 'Fhe numbers have a difference of 4, 6, 8,10 .. 

3. (fl) The arrangement is -1*; +2^; -3^; +4^; -5-... 

4. {(/) Each next number is double -10 of the previous number. 

5. (fl) Each number is the total of two preceding numbes. 

6. \d) Second, fourth, sixth ... numbers are the products of 

numbers on their left and right. 

7. (c) There are Uvo series, 18, 27, 36 ... and 24, 32, 40 ... 


8 (c) The series i.s 3-; 3’; 4^; 4’; 5^; 5'... 

9. (b) The arrangement is 11-9 = 2 and 2' is 8; 14-11 Ls 3 and 3' 

is 27. 

10. (d) 10-6 = 4 and 4' is 16. 

11. (fl) First letter B, C, D, E, I'; second is T S R Q P and the third 

is F G H 11 K L M N. 

Check the letters and gaps in this way 

12. (d) 13. (c) 14. (d) 15. (f) 

16. (6) The pair of letters have a gap of four, three, four, three, 

four letters between them. 

17. (c) The series is acbab/acbab/ac ... 

18. (fl) The series is cabac/cabac/ca ... 

19. (c) The letters arc AEGINOSTV. 

20. (c) EN, ST, Nl, A1 and (IN. 

21. TENANT 


22. & 23. 

22. (fl) 

23. (c) 

24. (c) 25. (d) 


:)k: 


For soloing the next type of questions, the following guidelines 
might pnroc helpful: 

(/) Study each individual figure in the question separately 
as well as in rclation.ship with other figures. 

(ii) The figures may change places according to a set pattern. 
The figures may move clockwise, anti-clockwise, right 
and left, up and down, corner to corner or along certain 
points The pace at which the figures move or shift may 
be different. They may have a uniform speed or gain or 
lose a step w'ith each movement. {Lxamples 26, 29, .36, 
45, .55 etc.). 

(ill) The figures may gam or lose some part or may totally 
disappear during movement. (Examples: 27, 31, 39, 41, 
44 etc.). 

(iv) The figures may change their size or shape gradually or 
alternately. (Examples 28, 43, 49, 52, 54 etc.). 

(i') The figures may interchange places according to a set 
pattern. (Examples: 31, 34, 42, 47 etc.). 


2n 

B 

27 

i; 

28. 

A 

29. 

i; 

30. 

B 

31. 

C 

32. 

D 

33. 

B 

.34, 

A 

35. 

B 

36. 

A 

.37. 

1 

38. 

C 

.39. 

B 

40. 

I) 

41. 

B 

42. 

C 

43. 

A 

44. 

C 

45. 

G 

46. 

f; 

47, 

B 

48. 

A 

49 

F 

50 

C 

51. 

I) 

52. 

c 

.53. 

B 

54. 

A 

55. 

D 

56. 

G 

57. 

C 

58. 

A 

59 

D 

60. 

A 

61. 

F 

62. 

B 

63. 

D 

64. 

A 

65. 

B 






66. D. In all the others, the three parts of figure are alike, here 

one is different. 

67. B. In all the other boxes, one figure has one side 

more. 

68. D. Tire direction of the lines in pattern are wrong. 

69. C. Eyes and lips ought to be alike. 

70. C In all the others, the sets of one, two and three figures are 

alike, here the proportion is different. 

71. D. Ail the others have three straight lines and two 

arcs. 

72. D 73. C 74. A 75. B 
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Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out; 


(c) Sarnath 
(c) liiiy 
(c) hemp 
(c) crown 
(c) glider 
(c) lira 
''W^eater 


1. (fl) hawker (i») pedlar (*f sailor 

(d) trader (c) retailer 

2. (fl) Tirupati (b) ^mnath (c) Sarnath 

(d) Madurai (i^Raniganj 

3. (a) May (i^june (c) jiiiy 

(d) August (c) ^ lober 

4. (a) cotton (Iff maize (c) hemp 

(d) jute (c) rubber 

5. (fl) hat (b) turban (c) crown 

(fl^pparel (e) helmet 

6. (n) jet (b) rocket (c) glider 

(df barque (c) helicopter ^ 

7. (fl) peso (h) ^nc (c) lira 

(d) rial / • 

8. (fl) candle (fi)iTOulb heater .JY' 

(d) lamp (c) lantern 

Qs. 9-16. In each question below, the two given items 
have a definite relationship. Your task is tu find out from (a), 

(b), (c) and (d) the pair of items with similar relationship. 
j 9. friendship ; acquaintance 
,./ (fi)wind : breeze (b) enemy : foe 

(^^ugging : touch (d) companion : follower 

10. Dook : dictionary 

“■ (fl) cattle : cow {!>) science: technology 

(r) god : religion (d) city , village 

11. acrobats circus 

' v^) dancers: music (b) painters: canvas 

(f) batsmen ' cricket (d) politicians : elections 

12. bus: train 

(fl) ricksh.iw ; puller (b) spectacles . eyes 

If) wheel: bicycle (d) inn • hotel 

13. Kathak: Manipuri 

(a) music . dance (b) verse; poetry 

(f) tree : fruit (d) lion : tiger 

14. pedal: bicycle 

(fl) root: leaves (b) monsoon rams 

(c) pen : nib (d) crops: land 

15. " pruice: king 

(fl) lamb : dog (b) cub : tiger 

(c) puppy : boy (d) foal: mare 

16. shrew'dness; stupidity 

(fl) award : reward (b) erase : rub 

(c) odd ; even (d) moon : sun 

Qs. 17-22. Match the following questions with (a), (b), (c), 

(d), (c) and (fl on the basis of similar relationship among the 
three given items. The order in which they occur may not be 


the same. 

17. badminton ; tennis : polo 

(fl) stitch; workshop; tailor 

18. hockey ■ cricket: game 

(b) officers; corniption; ministers 

19 batsman : bowler . wicket keeper 

(r) dress; gown; frock 

20. arena ; wrestle ; wrestler 

(d) fox; jackal; wolf 

21. carom board ; striker: queen 

(c) photographer; director; producer 

22. men : women : tennis 

(/) canvas; brush; colours 

> / Qs. 23-28. In each question below is given a word, fol- 
lowed by its code. Each letter in code represents one letter 
from the word. The same code is followed for all the words 
in questions. Your task is to find'out the right codes for letters 
enclosed in box. 


(O^ugging; touch 

10. book : dictionary 
(fl) cattle : cow 

(r) god : religion 

11. acrobats circus 
vfl) dancers: music 
(f) batsmen' cricket 

12. bus: train 

(fl) ricksh.iw; puller 
(f) wheel: bicycle 
1,3. Kathak: Manipuri 
(fl) music. dance 
(f) tree: fruit 

14. pedal: bicycle 
(fl) root: leaves 
(c) pen: nib 

15. " pruice: king 
(fl) lamb : dog 
(c) puppy: boy 

16. shrew'dness; stupidity 
(fl) award: reward 

(c) odd ; even 


(fl) U (b) k (c) 

i. I nIT]o R M 

1 

(d) b 

(<') i 

(J) z 

(fl) c (b) b (f) 

i. M T H F, R 

X 

(d) k 

{<■') q 

(/) y 

(fl) y (b) g (r) 

.. R 1 r. H tCs] 

7. 

(d) w 

(c) X 

(f) c 

(fl) b (b) 1 (c) 

' T A 1[T]0 R 

11 

id) c 

(ci K 

(A w 

(ii) w (b) c (c) 

f.lc] A R D L N 

P 

(ri) > 

(c) b 

(A V 

(fl) V (b) / (c) 

C 

(d) i 

(f) 1 

(A k 


Qs. 29-30. .According to a code; 

'pon con mon bon' means, 'Some persons arc cheats ' 

'fon pon gon bon' means. Cheats ran be dangerous,' 

'Ion kon fon con' means. 'Uaiigerous persons might kill.' 
'bon yon hon kon' means, 'Some probably can kill.' 

29 What is the rode word for 'persons'? 

(fl) con (b) mon (c) bon 

(tf) Ion (c) ton 

.30. The code tor 'some dangerous cheats' would be: 

(fl) mon bon hon (b) hon yon fon 
(c) pon fon bon (rf) bon hon pon 
(c) kon bon pon 

Qs. 31-33. Arun started from his home on his bicycle at 
9 A.M. for his school at a speed of 15 km per hour. He went 
1 km east, turned right and went 1 km, he again turned right 
and after 2 kms reached a temple where he stopped for 5 
minutes, then finally he turned left and reached his school 
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after covering 2 ktns. His brother Varun started for his college 

(fl) Anjali (b) Bharati (c) Janki 

at 9.10 A.M. He went 2 kms west, turned left and after 3 kms 

(d) Pushpa (e) Veena 

reached his college. He ahso went on his bicycle at the same 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

speed of 15 km per hour. 

(fl) Wena is working on Pearl S. Buck 

31. How far is the school from college as the crow flies? 

(l>) The person living in Baroda is working on Jane Austen 

(fl) 3 kms {b) 2 kms (c) 1 km 

(c) Anjali lives in Varanasi 

(d) V2‘ + km (c) None of these 

(d) Pushpa is working on Jane Austen 

32. Who reached earlier? 

(e) Janki lives in Agra and is working on Pearl S. Buck 

(a) A, one minute earlier 

(b) A, seven minutes earlier 

SYLLOGISMS 

(c) B, three minutes earlier 

id) A, six minutes earlier 

In each question below arc given two statements followed by four 

(f) can't say 

conclusions numbered 1, II. Ill and IV. You have to lake the two given 

33. At what time did they meet on their way to their respcc- 

statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with commonly 

live institutioas? 

known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide which of the given 

(fl) 9.24 A.M. (b) 9.26 A.M. (c) 9.27 A.M. 

conclusions logically follow from the tioo given stetemenls, disregard- 

(d) 9.28 A.M. (e) They did not meet. 

ing commonly known facts. 

Qs. 34-35. Some men, women and children went to a temple. 

Statements: 

The number of children was double of women who were two 

41. 1. Some children are birds. 

less in number than men. Their total was 50. The priest gave 1 

2. All birds are red. 

Taddoo' as 'prasad' to each child and tyvo to each adult. 

Conclusions: 

34. How many women were there? 

1. All red things are birds. 

(fl) 10 (b) 11 (c) 12 

U. Some children are red. 

[d) 14 (c) can't say 

III. Some children are not red. 

35. How many laddoos did the priest distribute among them? 

IV. All birds are children. 

(fl) 84 (b) 82 (c) 76 

(fl) Only 1 follows. 

(d) 70 (c) None of these 

(b) Only U and III follow. 

Qs. 36-40. Five young ladies Anjali, Bharati, ]anki, Pushpa 

(c) Either II or III follows. 

and Vecna living in Agra, Baroda, Jaipur, Pune and Varanasi 

(if) Only 11, ID and IV follow. 

had selected one of the women writers from Agatha Christie, 

(<’) All follow. 

Barbara Cartland, Jane Austen, Pearl S. Buck and Virginia 

Statements: 

Woolf for special study. Read the following statements and 

42. 1. All quacks are doctors. 

answer the questions that follow: 

2. All doctors are builders. 

(i) First letter of the name of the lady, the name of the city in 

Conclusions: 

which .she lives and the rrame of the novelist is different. 

I. All quacks are builders. 

(if) Veena and Bharati do not live in Pune. 

II. Some quacks are not builders. 

(h'O The lady living in Agra is not studying Barbara Cartland. 

III. Ail doctors are quacks. 

(iv) The lady living in Pune is working on Agatha Christie. 

IV All builders are doctors. 

(p) Bharati has nothing to do with Pearl S. Buck or .Agatha. 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(pi) Anjali and Veena neither live in Baroda nor in Jaipur. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

36. Where does Janki stay? 

(c) None follows. 

(fl) Jaipur (b) Pune (c) Baroda 

Statement^: 

(d) Agra (e) Varanasi 

43. 1. Some Russians are Germans. 

37. Who is working on Jane Austen? 

2. Some Australians arc Germans. 

(fl) Anjali (b) Bharati (c) Janki 

Conclusions: 

(d) Pushpa (c) Veena 

I. Every German is either Russian or Australian. 

38 Who lives in Varanasi and on which woman nov“list is 

II. Some Germans are Australian as well as Russian. 

she working? 

ID. No German is Australian as well as Russian. 

(fl) Anjali—Barbara Cartland 

IV Some Germans are neither Australian nor Russian. 

(b) Janki—Agatha Christie 

(fl) Only either I or D follows. 

(c) Janki—Barbara Cartland 

(b) Either HI oi IV follows. 

(d) Pushpa—Jane Austen 

(c) Either I or Q1 follows. 

(e) Anjali—Virginia Woolf 

(d) Either n or nifoUows. 

.39. Who is working on Virginia Wwlf? 

(c) None follows. 
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Statements: 

44. 1. All dogs are cats. 

2. Some cats are snakes. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some dogs are snakes. 

II. All cats are dogs. 

III. No snake is a dog. 

IV. All snakes are dogs. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only in and IV follow. 

(c) Either I or II follows. 

{d) Either 1 or III follows. 

(c) Either II or IV follows. 

Statements' 

45. 1. All trees arc clouds. 

2. All mountains are clouds. 

Conchistans 

1 Every cloud is either tree or mountain. 

II. Some clouds are not trees. 

Ill Every cloud is mountain as well as tree. 
rV. All trees are not clouds. 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (ft) Only FI follows. 

(f) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows 
Slufmicnls; 

46. 1. Some chairs are tables 

2 Some tables are doors. 

Conclusions 

1. No chair is a door. 

II. Some doors are not tables, 

m. All tables are chairs. 

IV. Some doors are chairs. 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. 

(ft) Either 11 or Dl follows. 

(r) E.ither I or IV follows. 

(d) Either II or IV follows. 

{(’) Eithci I or 111 follows. 

Statrinenls. 

47. 1. lowers arc liigher than buildings but .shorter than hotels. 
2 Poles are higher than rods but shorter than moun¬ 
tains which are shorter than buildings. 

Coirlusions: 

I. Rocks are the shortest. 

II. Towers are higher than poles. 

Ill Mountains are .shorter than hotels. 

IV. Poles are shorter than buildings. 

(fl) Only I, II and HI follow 
(ft) Onlv 11, m and IV follow. 

(c) Only 1, III and IV follow. 

(d) All the four follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Some books are newspapers. 

2. All magazines are newspapers. 


Conclusions. 

I. Only those newspapers arc books which are not 
magazines. 

II. Some newspapers arc not magazines, 
m. All newspapers are magazines. 

IV. Some books are not magazines. 

(fl) Only I follows. (ft) Only II follows. 

(r) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is ^iivn it statement followed fty three as¬ 
sumptions numbered I, Hand III. An assumption is somethin}! supposed 
or takenprgranted. You have to consider the statement and the assump¬ 
tions and then decide zohich of the assumptions is implicit in the state¬ 
ment. Then decide which of the answers is correi I 
Statement: 

49. The Chief Minister of a State has been summoned by the 
Home Ministry in Delhi to give clarification regarding the com¬ 
munal riots in the State. 

Assumptions: 

I. The Central Home Minister enjoys more power than 
a Chief Minister of State 

II. Chief Ministers are solely responsible for all inci¬ 
dents in their States. 

III. The Central Ministers are not allowed to interfere in 
matters of States. 

(fl) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

(ft) Only III is implicit. 

(f) Only II and 111 are implicit 
(d) Only H is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. One of the Union Ministers has announced an ex-gratia 
payment of Rs 10,000 each to the dependents of persons killed in 
local violence in a village. 

Assumptions- 

I. TheCentre feels moral responsibility for the incident. 

II. The State Government is doing nothing to help the 
families of the deceased 

III. The more number of children orphaned in the fam¬ 
ily, the more the amount of payment. 

(fl) Only I is implicit 

(ft) Only II and III arc implicit. 

(r) Only 1 and III are implicit 

(d) Only I and II a- ? implicit. 

(f) Either I or 11 is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Some tigers and leopards are constantly entering human 
settlements in a valley. 

Assumptions. 

I. The natural envinmment sheltering the wild animals 
is rapidly decreasuig. 

n. These creatures have turned man- eaters. 

Ill Tlie hiunans are unable to defend themselves from 
these ferocious wild cats. 
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(a) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

((’) All are implicit. 

(b) Only 11 and III arc implicit 

Statement: 

(c) All are implicit. 

56. According to the latest findings of the Pathfinder space- 

(d) I'ither II or III is implicit 

craft, Mars has a lot in common with our eartli. 

(c) Either I or II is implicit 

Assumptions: 

Statement 

I. Other planets liave nothing in common with the 

52. Illegal children are usually ridiculed by society. 

earth. 

Assumptions. 

U. Mars Ls as inhabited as the earth is. 

I. 1 he behaviour of society often transforms these chil- 

III. The Pathfinder is not the first space-craft to reach 

dren into hani-cored criminals. 

the red planet. 

11. Society has its own rules and standards for judging 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only U is implicit. 

a person. 

(c) Only III Ls implicit, (d) None is implicit. 

III. Illegal children are basically different from legal 

(e) Any one of the three is implicit. 

children. 

In each question below is given an assertion A, followed bi/ two 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

reasons Rl and RII. Apply the reasons to the assertion and mark your 

(c) Only HI is implicit, (d) Either I or IH is implicit. 

answers as follows: 

(c) None is implicit. 

(a) Only RI and not RII is the reason for A 

Statement: 

(b) Only RH and not RI is the reason for A. 

53. Stuntmen often die while shooting stunt scenes for he- 

(c) Both Rl and RII are the reasons for A. 

roes as doubles. 

(rf) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

Assumptions: 

(c) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

1. The directors don’t want to take any risk with the 

57. A. All the persons, employed in various jobs love holi- 

life of their hero or heroine. 

days and wait for them eagerly. 

II. Movie stars are not so brave and dare-devils in their 

Rl. Employees are lazy hence they are always want-ng 

real life as they appear on the silver-screen. 

holidays. 

11! There is great risk involved in some of the stunt scenes. 

RII. After days of monotonous hardwork, holidays pro- 

{a) Only I is implicit, (b) Only I and II are implicit. 

vide a very pleasant change. 

(c) Only 11 and IH arc implicit. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (c) □ 

(d) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

58. A. A whole team of scientists is working on El Nino to 

(p) All are implicit. 

find out what makes it occur. 

Statement: 

RI. El Nino affects the weather of many countries caus- 

54. Gov ernment becomes extra-sensitive to the needs of people 

ing droughts and floods. 

and is prepared to help them out of way just before elections. 

RII. The cycle of El Nino has remained a mystery tor 

Assumptions. 

climatologists. 

I. It is one of the ways of gaining popularity and get- 

(a) □ lb) □ (f) U (d) □ (e) □ 

ting more votes. 

59. A. A very reputed school has invited applications for 

11. It IS only before elections that ministers get time to 

the post of Principal. 

see the problems in their full perspective. 

RI. The old Principal retired. 

Ill. They want to exhaust all the funds before leaving 

Rll. The old Principal left the job due to certain circum- 

their offices. 

stances. 

(fl) Only I is implicit, (b) Only II is implicit. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) LI 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

50. A. Most of the narrow-gauge lines have been converted 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

into broad-gauge. 

(p) None is implicit. 

Rl. The railway fare of passengers going by broad gauge 

Statement: 

is much more than that of tluise who go b) narrow- 

55. More than 100 millions of children in our country, upto 

gauge. 

the age of five were given the polio vaccine. 

RH. Broad gauge engines consume less fuel. 

Assumptions- 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

I. The vaccine immunises children from polio. 

61. A Although bail was strictly refused to Mr X one month 

11. Polio does not attack children who are above five. 

back, the High Court has granted him bail now. 

III. India aims to eradicate thus disease. 

RI. His offence was not proved hence he would be re- 

(i{) Only I and II are implicit. 

leased anyway. 

(b) Only 11 and IH are implicit. 

RH. The Court was convinced that his offence was not so 

(c) Only I and H are implicit. 

grave that he should not be granted bail. 

(d) Any two are implicit. 
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62. A. When the chair of a Prime Minister or Chief Minisler 
IS wicated due to some unprecedented reason during their tenure-, 
it is usually occupied by one of his or her near relatives. 

KI. All such posts ha\ c the 'dynasty' tradition. 

Kll. No cine is as capable and efficient in the country or 
State as the trusted one of that family. 

(«) '-1 {(’) -i (cf □ (d) □' ((') □ 

63 A. All the countries of the world are planning to plant as 
many trees as they can. 

RI. Only thick forests can help in saving the earth from 
global warming. 

Kll. Man has destroyed lots of forests depriving the earth 
of its natural cover and lluis imbalancing environment. 
{(!} lJ {/.) Li (f) J id) J (e) □ 
M. .'\ Mr X, who had been an active member of a political 
party tor the last two decades was not given ticket as a candidate 
ol the party lor tiic forlhcomjiig election. 

Rl The party suspects his involvement in some of the 
anli-parly activities. 

Rll. It has come to the notice of tlie party that Mr X does 
not ha\e a vc-ry clean record. 

(ill J (f>) J (c) □ (rf) Li (e) □ 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1 u ) .Ml the othi'is .ire related to buying and selling 

2 (c) It IS a I oal-mine while others have famous temples. 

' (h) .Ml the othei months have 31 days. 

•I. (/'I .All the others are commercial products. 

(./) .Ml the otheis are head-wears 
fii! .Ml the others are flying machines 
r (d ItistheoiiK iinit ol measuremi-nt among currencies. 

K f. ) .Ml the v'lhers gi\’e light. 

'■) (. I It is a ivl.iluinship ol degree, one is stronger than the 
otl’.i 

111 ' ii I he lelatsinship is that of general category and a specilic 
^ iti'm ot th.it categou. 

r I i 111 I he tv ‘,0 have pi'iTormer and pl.ite of performing relation¬ 
ship 

1.-’ I,./' I'l.'th ari-used tor the same purpose. 

13 {d'l both .ire members ot a common group 
11 1 .1 I 'lie IS .1 part I'l the other. 

15. Il’i [hey ha\e the young one .md its father relationship. 

16. (c) The two are oppc'sites 

17. (i/l Thi' three arc members of a common group. 

IS. (() Two ot the items belong to th.e group mentioned as third 
item 

W. (c) Ihev are members ol a common te.im cvorbng together. 
2f' («) The tlirce have the relationship ot performer, performance 
and tfie place of performance. 

21. (f) I wo of the items are essential members who work on the 

third one 

22. (I’) lust as some men and some women play tennis in the 

same way some officers and some ministers are involved 
m corruption. 


23. fn 31. Sort otil amwinii uxlra and match them unth tomiium Icthr:;/ 
iiwds. lor example 'N' and T tieein> in Dl SIGN' and 'IN¬ 
FORM', undo the letters 'h'aml'k' 't'oceiirsin 'RU'dlT:^'and 
so does the etkle hem e 'h' is the eale letter for 'I'liml'(' foi 'V' 
23. (!■) 24 (<■) 25. (a) 26. (c) 27 (,) 

28 (d) L') (a) 30 te) 

31. (c) ^ _A. 

—‘—®— 

32 («) -- CfeteH 


33 (c) 


CoH«go(s) 0 School 


34. (c) 35. (c) .3h. (|.) 37 (dl 38. (a) 

39. (I>) 40 (e) 

The next type of questions arc best soloed In/ draw/ny duif^rams of 
all till' probable situations and thus reaeliiny Hie fool-proof comliision. 
Let each Hem be represented by a circle, irrespcetnv of -G size I le/i are 
a few examples. 
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4'’. (rt) 
55. (c) 
61. {b) 


50. (c) 
56. id) 
62. (c) 


51. (e) 
57. (b) 
63. (f) 


52. ib) 
58. (c) 
64. (d) 


.53. (c) 
59 (</) 


.54. (a) 
60 (c) 
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ELECTIONS 

Four-phase poll schedule for Lok 
Sabha polls 


T ill fiidiDii (. (iiTimissi('n has 
ji)iii)iiiui-J .1 litur-phasf srhcduk" 
spaniiiii;; tiiu'< works, lor thr lU’xt gonrral 
rlis’ti vi- Volins', lor tlic 12lh F.ok Sabhj, 
|i\ till' I'D I >rr strong rlrcloralc, will take 
jil.ti r on li). 2?. and 2S and Marrh 

ID'i.s ( oniiiiii}; wdl Ix’gin on March 8. 
AliMii;with thr j;rn<’ral elections. State 
assemhlirs o| (kiiarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Mrjrli.ikiva, \'af;a!.ind tind Tripura would 
also p,u lhroii);h rlri lions Bv-clectums to 
21 \ acarii'i'.'s in \arioiis State assemblies 
would .ilso hr held. 

With thr announcement of election 
datr.^, thr iiiodrl I odrof. onduct went into 
rllect 


Panel set-up to study proxy 
voting proposal 

E vi .1 . i|oi step coin i'rnrd u ith elections, 
hr i mill has ■ oiistitutrd a committee 
to study the pioj'iisal ot the Plection 
t'oinmisMoi' to inlioducr pioxv voting 
toi uvri S(i lakh prisonnri ol the armed 
and j'diaiiiilitau lours and iliirlomatic 
(.oi|u 111 ii'plair postal hallol 

llii't oinmrsjon is(i| thr opinion that 
ihr I'.sial I'.tilot ustrin is impracticablr 
lor s. ;\ur \i'tris This opinion is also 
shared hv .ill parties II thr government 
drcidi to iriiodii. r prow voting, a 
i'll"., li'iitial ouhnaiicr would have to be 
proiMilc.iird to amend Ihr Representation 
ol I’.'i.plr -X’' I'tSl and the Indian 

I’mal V I'l.lr (li’t ) 

Ihi'O' ivere iiriam other issues too i 
that weiv mnsidered Iw the I'leition | 
t oinie.s-i 'll ,\iiiiing these was the 
I. omr'itii 1' s |iropo',al Im .illotmentof time 
nr. 'st.ite-i'vMU'd electronic media tor 
1 lei tiuneeiiii),. i In ojiii'ion and exit polls 
MO . onsi I'Mis vvas possible The 
(. eniiP.n'.lor. would be considering 
'.vhelhi’i pnblualioii should be restricted 
!o 72 li. nr-, before a tual exercise of 
IraiH'lir'e hke in • '.niada, or they should 
he h.inned l;om the date ot election 
notitii ation Iw’en the Press Council ot 
India has requested the Eleetion 



.v..'-•/'.-a , 



Recent Economic News 


RBI Currency and Finance Report 

In its report on currency and finance lor 1996-97 released in December, the Reserve 
Bank of India has scaled down its GDP growth forecast lor 1997-98 from the initial 7 per 
cent to 6 per cent. It has also reiterated its fears of fiscal deficit not meeting the target 
of 4.5 per cent of gross domestic product during 1997-98. 

The RBI has blamed sluggishness in industrial growth as the main reason for 
lowering of the GDP projections. But the bank has also expressed hope of some 
improvement in the performance of infrastructure industries and possible increases in 
export demand during the latter halt of the year. If this sort of improvement takes place, 
there could be some rise in manufacturing production. Besides the fact that the industrial 
sector has shown slower than expected recovery, the crucial part is that this is not likely 
to be compensated by the agricultural sector this time. 

Widening of the fiscal deficit has been a result of revenue slippages coupled with 
non-realisation of disinvestment. At the end of the first half of the fiscal year, the liscal 
deficit stood at Rs 38,937 crore. This was 60 per cent of the target for the whole of 1997- 
98. Revenue deficit increased by 75 per cent and stood at Rs 13,880 crore in Ihe first 
half of 1997-98. 

The only positive sign during 1997-98 was that the government completed most of 
Us borrowing programme without the Central bank support. In fact, the RBI credit to the 
government remained negative at Rs 3088 crore and Rs 3500 crore during the second 
and third quarter (upto November 21). 

Other significant observations were that the manufacturing sector recorded a growth 
of only 4.8 per cent during April-June 1997. This is less than a third of the previous year's 
growth of 15 per cent during the same period. The composite index ol infrastructure 
industries showed a growth of 4.4 per cent tor the first tour months of 1997-98. 

Investment and saving: The Reserve Bank of India observed that in the last two 
years there has been an increase in the level ot confidence in forms of financial assets 
besides currency. The share of currency has dropped significantly to 8 9 per cent during 
1996-97 from 13.8 per cent in 1995-96. JJel household financial assets are likely to 
experience a raise (rom 8.4 per cent in 1995-96 to 10.4 per cent in 1996-97 

The report indicates that the main avenues for investment of household savings are 
in banks anrl non-bank deposits, social security funds, shares and debentures inci iding 
units of UTI. 


( ommissiiin to regulate publication of 
opinion and exit polls. 

,M1 political parlies also agreed on 
llie need to revise the present ceiling ot 
expenditure tor candidates at Rs 4 5 lakh 
lor a large parliamentary constituency and 
Rs 1.5 lakh for an assembly seat The 
parties also .shared concern about ki-cping 
criminals out of llie pi litical arena 

At the meeting, the national as well 
as pi litical parties also apprised the 
Commis.iion ot llie practical difticultics 
Iliad by them during the counting period, 
riiis includes allowing candidates' 
representatives to follow sealed ballot 
boxes while in transit iiid also keeping an 
eye on them before counting began. 

riie political parties welcomed the 
Commission's proposal lor allotment of 


time on State-owned electroim media loi 
elei tioneering The broadcast sdieine on 
Doordarshan and AIR includes alloi alioii 
ol total ten houix to national parlies and 
,50 hours on regional channels to Slatc- 
recognised parties. The mm’mum time 
given to each party woulil be 50 minutes. 
Some of the parties also s.iid that the 
Commission sliould monitor tlic news and 
cuirent atlairs programmes ol State-i'wncd 
electronic media to ensure that the 
coverage is impartial. 

EC rules out recognition to 
splinter groups 

T HF t'lect'on Commis.'Uoii, on 
December 24, 1997, annoumed a 
major policy decision ordering lliat no 
splinter group ot a political party would 
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be ri*cognisccl unless and until the group 
has eonlested elections and obtained a 
mandate for its recognition. A new party 
shall have to get itself registered under 
Section 29(A) of the Representation of 
People Act, P>Iil, contest a general 
election on its own nranilesto, policies and 
programmes and obtain a mandate from 
the electorate in terms of the Svmbol 
Order 

The t ommission decided to take this 
step because it found that there was no 
uniform policy being followed in the past 
(or granting recognition to breakaway 
tactions of the recognised parlies within 
the Iramewoik ot the Symbol Order. 

In another order, the Ideclion 
Commission said that a parly applying 
for registration should have a minimum 
memlieii.hip of lOt) persons 


SCANDALS 

Free-hand to CBI to prosecute 
senior officials 

T l Hi Supreme Court, on December IS, 
(•■•V?, gave a Iree-liiind to the Central 
linestigalmg Agencies to investigate the 
charges ot corruption against senior 
othcers ot tile Union go\ eminent, pulilic 
sector iiiulerlakings and nationalised 
blinks Ihe 19(i9 Single Direclne of the 
government (amendi’d several times), 
restraining the CHI, Ihe lintorcemenl 
Diieclor ile md Hie Re\ enue Department 
Irom initialing inveslig.ilic'ns against the 
senior idficers of the rank ot Joint 
Secietarv and above without piior 
permission trom flic head ot the 
dep.irtmenl/ministrv loncerned, was 
(.juashed. I'he Union government has also 
lieen directed to proMcle permanent 
insulation to these agencies against 
extraneous influenees and enable them 
to discharge their legal c'bligalions in 
accordance with the lavv 

The Court lias directed that a nodal 
agency lieaded by the Home Sec retary, 
and comprising of Member 
(Investigation) Central Hoard of Direct 
Taxc’s, Direc tor Ceneral ot the Revenue 
Intelligence, Director (■ntorcement and 
the CBI Director as members, be 


constituted for coordinated action in cases 
having politico-bureaucrat-criminal nexus. 
This agency w'ould be rcc^uired to mc'et once 
in a month. 

The main aspects of the judgement 
were: 

tl) Limited aulonomv to the Central 
Investigating Agencies including the 
CBI. 

b) Senior Bureaucrats can bo questioned in 
custody and their houses searched 
without prior permission of the 
j'overnmcnt Hoveever, they can't be 
chargesheeted witlioul sanction. 

(•) Minister cannot intertere with 
investigation and prosecution in any 
individual case. He has overall control 
ov'cr the agencies. 

(/) The Central Vigilance Commissioner to 
supervise working of the ('BI and other 
Central Investigation agencies. 

(’) High power selection committee tor 
appointment of Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner. 

f) Fixed tenure to CRl Director who is to 
be appointed on the recommendations 
ot a selection committee. 

X) Free hand to CHI Director in mailer of 
investigation and prosecution. 


//) ,A nodal agenev headed bv llutiie 
Secretary to be consulted to i uordiiiale 
action in politico liureaucral-iriniiiial 
nexus 

I) Special lawyers to deal uilli .seiisilwe 
rases. 

;) Tile term ot CHI Diret lor R (. sliamia 
cannot be extended in the 
government. 

Urea Scam: Nine chargesheeted 

HF CHI, on December ?(>, 
chargesheeted nine persons, iududiiig 
tc'riiicr Managing Directoi ol tiu’ 
.National l erliliser Limited (.NF'I ) C K 
Ramakrisliiian, its foiiner evciilivc' 
Director D S Kanw<ir and two lop 
executives ol the 'lurkisli lirni Karsan 
l.td in the Rs 1S3 rrore urea scam. 
Others chargesheeted include Karsan 
Chief Fxecutive Iiincac .Mankos, his 
deputy Cihan Karaiici iind his ageni in 
India Samhasiva Rao, .k T.. I’into a! 
Brazil, B Sanjiva Rao, a dose relalive ol 
tormer FM Narasimha R.io, I’rakasli 
Chandra Yaclav, son ol tormer I'eriiliser 
Minister Ram Lakliaii Singh Yada\ aiicl 
Sambasie,! Raci's eiiiptc'vee B Malleslian 
Cenid. 


New term in RBI lexicon 

The RBI report on Currency and Finance lor 1996-97 has come up with a new 
term—Quasi Fiscal Deficit (QFD)--that may soon bexme a new variable to bo studied 
The report points out that failure to consider this variable may, at times, give rise to Itic 
problem ol simultaneous occurrence of low fiscal deficits and high inllaliori 

For an understanding ol QFD, it is important to understand the quasi-tiscai .iciivitiec, 
These refer to the subsidies provided by the RBI, banks and (mancial inslil'jlio'x u. 
various sectors ol the economy, while they perform Iheii respective rote as K-gulalorf 
and market intermediaries. 

In case of the Central bank, quasi-liscal operations include assumption ol exchange 
rate risks by RBI. exchange rate guarantees, etc. 

In case ot FIs and banks, quasi-fiscal activities include subsidised Icnclmg. 
administered lending rates, loan guarantees, reserve requirements, poorly secured 
and below par loans and rescue operations, among others 

The RBI report points out that the various types of quasi-liscal activities have a 
distortionary impact on resource allocation in the economy. These operations give ruso 
to losses or diminish profits ol the Central bank and financial institutions. They also 
contribute to monetary expansion, conceal the true size of the government in the 
economy and under-report the true financial liabilities of the government. 

Although these operations have a financial impact on the government, the Union 
Budget does not take into account the quasi-fiscal operations ot the Central bank and 
the various financial institutions. 
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The agency lia.s alk'gt’d that the 
arcuiied pcrbons. had got .MFL to pay 
$ 38 million (Rs 133 erorcj m advance to 
Karsan for siipplv ot two lakh metric 
tonnes of uiea, hut the lurkish firm 
failed to suppK even a single grain of 
the fertilizer. Jlie initial contract with 
enough safeguards was signed with 
Karsan in |ulv 19*^0, hut it was suddenly 
amended on Octoher 30, 1993 and 
subset]uenll) signed on November 9, 
1993 The contract was approved by 
Ramakrishnan and signed by I’into and 
Sambasiva Kao. It had no bank 
guarantee and insurance cover 
Moreover, U.S. Kanwar got $ 3,80,000 
and $ 37.62 million transferred in two 
instalments to the account of Karsan 
with Pamuk Bank, Ankara and Pictet 
Bank, Geneva respectively. This caused 
wrongful loss to NFL. 

On receiving the amount, Tuncay 
Alankus "dishonestly" transferred $ 28.1 
million to his personal account in Geneva, 
$ 1.1 million to Cihan Karanci's account— 
al.-io in ueneva—and $ 200,000 to the 
account of Sambasiva Rao in Hyderabad. 
He transferred $ 4 million to the account 
ot M/s Fdible Food Stuff Trading, Dubai. 
This was also subscc|uently transferred 
through the haumia i hannels to Sambasiva 
Rao, Sanjiva Rao and Goud. Two million 
was paid to another company in the 
United States and $ 342,000 to P. 
Papaghikas in Greece. Pinto was paid $ 
1.2 million in two instalments of $ 400,000 
and $ 800,000. 


LoC Scam: CBI seeks sanction to 
bookMahanta 

T HF Central Bureau of Investigation, 
on Derernher 31,1997, sought sanction, 
Irom the t iovernor oi .Assam, to prosecute 
.Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar 
Mahanta fur his alleged involvement in 
the multi-crorc I.,oG Scam. Sanction was 
also sought to prosecute veterinary 
Minister Nakul Das 

The CBI investigation was being 
carried out in connection to tlie Sibsagar 
fDemow) treasury case. The case had 
begun in 1986 during the AGP rule when 
a supplier—treasury official—politician 


nexus looted public money through 
hugely inflated bills against works or 
supplies in the State veterinary 
department. The modus operandi was to 
submit huge bills, gel it sanctioned from 
the district treasuries, to be encashed in 
the banks. TTic embezzlement in the cattle 
development project. Demow, started in 
1986 and continued till 1992. During this 
period approximately Rs 48.80 crorc were 
siphoned oft. 

Altliough tlie cases were handed over 
to the CBI in May 1994, actual 
investigation began only in 1993 with the 
CBI examining over 500 witnesses and 
1500 documents They then started with 
the process of chargesheeting of the 
accused and arresting of businessmen, 
bureaucrats, treasury officials and bank 
officials besides State veterinary directors 
and junior officials. 

Meanwhile, the Guwahati High 
Court, which is overseeing the case, has 
expressed satisfaction over the w'ork done 
by CBI. 


ECONOMIC REFORMS 
India to move with caution 

A t the inaugural session ol Indian 
liconomic Summit 1997 )ointl\ 
organised by the World liconomic Forum 
(WHF) and Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CIl) on December 8,1997, Prime 
Minister l.K. Gujral said that India would 
have to be very caiitiou;. in moving ahe.id 
with its reform process afti'i the luriency 
crisis in South East Asian countries 
However, he did assure the international 
business community that India wcuild 
continue to carry on its relorm process 
irrespectiie of change in the political 
leadership of the countrv. 

Mr Gujral stressed the need lor 
learning lessons from the crisis facing 
several South East Asian economies. He 
also denied that there was anv political 
in.stability in the coiinlr\' VA'hat is 
important is that inspite o( then own 
differences, political parties have a 
consensus to drive the Indian eiononu 


Recent Economic News 


VDIS: A success story 

The Voluntary Disclosure of Income Scheme (VDIS) formulated by the Gujral 
government has proved to be a success, netting about Rs 10,050 crore as tax revenue 
on newly disclosed assets ot Rs 33,000 crore. Approximately 4,66,031 assessees 
vindicated the philosophy propagated by the Finance Minister that given a fair and 
reasonable chance, most people like to come clean. 

No official target had been fixed for the ambitious scheme which was announced 
in the last budget. Revenue Secretary N.K. Singh had estimated that the colic-chons 
would exceed one per cent of the cost budgeted at Rs 30 crore. This implied an 
unofficial target of Rs 3000 crore. 

After the unexpected overwhelming response to the VDIS, now the government 
plans to restore the five per cent cut in the plan expenditure which had been announced 
on September 16, 1997. Encouraged by the success of VDIS, the Finance Ministry 
launched another ambitious campaign from January 5. 1998 to widen the tax base. 
Under the new *two-out-of four criteria” scheme, the Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) will be focussing on those who own cellular phones and luxurious farm-houses. 
This scheme was announced in the budget amending Section 139 of the Income Tax 
Act. Under the scheme, those meeting two of (he four criteria—house, car, telephone 
and foraign travel—must file their income tax returns. 

Mumbai lopped the list of VDIS declarants with collections touching Rs 2000 crore 
and the figure for income crossing Rs 6000 crore. The response in Delhi was also 
overwhelming. About 18,000 declarants came out in the open. The city's contribution 
touched Rs 1100 crore. 

It Is expected that the fiscal deficit tor 1997-98 would also change for the better. 
The States are going to gel 77.5 per cent of the collections tor infrastructure development 
and social sectors. 
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towards further reforms. He also pointed 
out that the recent political situation 
would not in any way affect the speed of 
tlie government's functioning. 

Underlying the importance of social 
change, Mr Ciujral pointed out that 
economic development would be 
meaningless without it since 60 per cent 
of the population is poor. Changes in the 
economy have to be brought about in 
conformity with Indian tradition and 
values. 

The Prime Minister also stressed 
upon the importance of intrastructure, 
which has received a lot of impetus in 
the recent past. The government has 
initiatcii new policies in practically every 
sector This sector is important because 
over the next five years, approximately 
,^2,0tKJ MW ol power, 160 million tonnes 
of port capacity and 24 million telephone 
lines are needed. We also need to upgrade 
existing national highways, connecting 
the lour metros, with four-lane highways. 
The inirastiucture sector needs to be 
strengthened ti' attract foreign investors. 

Mr t.u|ral assured international 
business commuiiitv that India would 
continue to mov(> ahead on the path of 
eionomic reforms iiresju'ctive of change 
in the politnal leadership of the country. 



The current measures have been described 
by the minister as a third wave of Public 
Sector Enterprise (PSF.) reform after 
empowering the navratiws and the 
miniratnas. Tlie government is trying to 
remove bureaucratic shackles to empower 
State-owned enterprises to operate and 
compete globally. The public sector 
enterprises will now be judged by their 
performance only. 

The 6% deletions which have already 
taken effect, relate to policies regarding 
finance, construction management, 
personnel, wages and salaries, dispute 
settlement and corporate communication 
and production management policies. 

The government has certain other 
changes also in mind regarding the reform 
of the public sector. These include 
employee share-holding in PSEs as well as 
introducing safeguards for chief executives 
and other staff from the vigilance agencies 
through the pre-investigation systems. The 
latter will also be responsible for 
scrutinising the commercial decisions of the 
enterprises. 

The remaining I'Jb guidelines will 
probably be pruned after the 
recommendations of the Justice Mohan 
Committee which are expected to he 
completed by March 1998. This committee 


CURRENT 


is looking into allowances, wages and 
other service conditions 


INFRASTRUCTURE 
Four-laning of national highways 
opened to private sector 

I N a major boost to the road sector, the 
Central government has decided to 
open up the entire 85,(K)() km national 
highway lor four-laning to llie private 
sector Meant tor contractors and Build, 
Operate and Transfer (BtH ) operators, the 
programme is expected to give a fillip to _ 
the economy and also provide large-scale 
employment. 

Although India has one of the 
world's largest road systems, only one- 
fifth of the expressways arc in good 
conditions. The government has been 
trying to engage private participation in 
the transport sector since the initiation of 
the reforms in 1991. Given the condition 
of roads here, the government has also 
been considering developing expressways 
on the American pattern. Already, 
clearance for the construction of two 
expressways—a 400 km expressway 
between Mumbai and Baroda and a 200 
km expressway between Kanpur and 


PUBLIC SECTOR 
Relaxation of Rules 

T I 11' government has relaxed rules for 
tile public .ector enterprises by 
slashing down 892 norms regulating their 
functioning and deleting as many as 696 
guidelmes considered irrelevant i.n the 
new m.ukel-oriented economic regime. 
These relaxations, announced by the 
Industry Minister Murasoli Maran on 
December 11, 1997, arc a resuB of the 
recommendations of the Vittal 
C ommittee. The committee was set up in 
Mav, 1997 to review the three-volume 
guideluu's which had been earlier framed 
by the Department ol Public Enterprises 
(DPE). 

The Viilal Committee had 
recommended that 762 guidelines be 
deleted and only l?l) be left. However, 
the government did not find it possible 
to accept these recommendations in toto. 


Rupee Depreciation: “A mere correction”, says RBI 

The Reserve Bank of India has said that if views the depreciation in the rupee 
between April and December 1997 as a “mere correction of the cumulative real 
appreciation of the rupee'. Stating this in its report on currency and finance for 1996- 
97, the RBI further states that the trade-based Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) 
which had appreciated by 9.6 per cent in the four-year period between March 1993 and 
March 1997, further appreciated by 3.1 per cent in just five months between April and 
August 1997. This showed a net appreciation of 12.7 per cent. The upward pressure 
on the rupee, which had been balanced by RBTs intervention by buying dollars in the 
foreign exchange market, gave way to a correction in September 1997. 

The RBI has also said that during the first seven months of 1997-98 (Aprit- 
October 1997), white Foreign Direct investment (FDI) inflows increased from $ 1.2 
billion to $ 2.05 biltion, Inflows from foreign investors (Fils) only decreased marginally 
to $ 1.8 billion. 

Inflows on account on non-resident deposits have also reduced this year. This 
could be because of the fact that the Fbreign Currency Non-Resident scheme (FCNR- 
A) was discontinued in }997. This gave rise to soma outflow. 

As far as reserves are concerned, foreign currency reserves rose significantly on 
account ot RBI’s intervention in the form of dollar puchases in the forex market. However, 
gold stocks with the RBI depreciated in value on account ot the volatility in the price 
of gold in the international markets. 
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NATIONAi*: 


A,i;rri—htis been niv t-ti I hi‘ tormt'r is being 
Kindl'd bv Hii' Asi.nt Dcx i'lnpnuM't Bank 
and llu’ lalli'i is lu'iii'.’, siippnrti'd bv llic 
I'lnanu' Minisin 

IIh'C onti'di'ialinni't Indian Induslry 
(C'll) has |)Oinii'd mil llial Rs f)4,200 cnire 
•v\(iii!d bi iK'i'ilcd i”.I'l IhriU'xt 10-15years 
In upgrade Ov nalinnal higluvavs. This 
also III! Iiides I niu iTsion (if roads into four 
lanes, o’ll-. IriK linn of bridges and flyovers 
and siieng.lhening ot pavements 

GUJARAT 

Assembly dissolved 

0 \ December 25, 1097, the tlujaral 
(iovernor Kiishnapal Singh decided 
tn dissnlve the Assembly, on the 
reeomineiidatinn ot the Dilip I’arikh 
ministry Mi Smgh said that he had the 
right to take any decision on the (’abinet's 
resolution seeking dissolution of the 
1 Jc'iise. 1 lie existing condition in the State, 
which d seen four Chief Ministers 
within tliiee years, aited iis a causative 
laelnr m the (lovernor's fieci.sion 

While Ihe t (ingress severi'd all links 
with Ihe Kir (Kashtnva lanata I’artv) and 
asi.ed rni imposition ot the I’resident's 
Rule m the State, the Bll’ leatlers met the 
tiovernor to stake claim to form the 
government w ilh the support ot a section 
of ruling R[l’ and an independent. The 
parlv had claimed that it enjoyed the 
supp'irl ot 7ti Bjl’ MLAs, l(i ,MI.As 
belongng to the ruling Rashtriya Janata 
I’arlv and I'ne independent m Ihe 182- 
mepibei Hole I However, the (i(ivernor 
leliised the claim .md decided to dissolve 
liie asseinbli 


MANIPUR 

Nipamacha is new CM 

M r VV. Nipamacha bmgh was sworn 
in a-, the Chief .Minister of .Manipur 
on Dciemiier bi, 1^97, along with twenty- 
six minisieis. He will be proving his 
nn|orilv mi Ihe floor of the House in 
|anuar\ 1998. He has replaced the 35- 
month-old Congress ministry headed by 
K fv"shing which was reduced to a 
minority following a split in the Congress 
I egislature Tarty Nipamacha Singh 
resigned trom tlie Speaker's post soon 
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Mr W. Nipamacha Singh will be 
leading a coalition government 
comprising representatives of the Manipur 
Stale Congress, the Manipur People's 
Party, the Communist Parly of India and 
the I'ederal Part)- ol Manipur. Me is the 
Presidei't of the Manipur Slate Congress, 
the breakaway group ol Congress. The 
Manipur State Congirss has 23 Ml,As in 
the .Assembly 

The installation of Nipamacha Singh 
governnienl ended tour years of Congress 
rule in the Stale. This is the second lime 
that a non-C (ingress (oalition Ministry has 
taken power in Manipur. Tarlier, the 
Manipur People's Parlv-Janala Dal 
combine ruled the State for nearly two 
years, between l-ebruary 1990 and January 
1992, betore impositionoi President's rule. 
The Congress staged a comeback towards 
the end ol 1993 under the Chief 
Minislcrship ol R.K. Dorendra Singh. This 
was then followi>d by a spell ol Presidcnl's 
rule before thi Congress returned to the 
helm ol affairs 

Nipamacha's Ministry is the biggest 
so fat, having 26 Cabinet Ministers. 
Besides the Chief Minister, almost all 
the members of the Manipur Slate 
(. ongress were made Cabinet Ministers, 
r ven the Manipur People's Party got a 
first lime representation with thiee 
ministers. 

The Chief Minister has said that he 
would be giving top priority to ethnic 
clashes in Churachandpiir district and 


completion of the stadium complex and 
National Carnes Village to host the fifth 
National Carnes in May 1998 Control of 
msurgeney and acceleration of the 
development programmes will also be 
given lop priority 

USA-INDIA 

US agrees on S-year phase out of 
curbs 

T Hr USA has tinally agreed to a six- 
year pha.se out of import controls hv 
India This was declared at tlie end of US 
Secretary ol C ommerre William Daley's 
visit to Delhi, on December 9, 1997 Mr 
Daley did, liovvevcr. press liard lor clianges 
in tlie insiiranee sector to allow for entry 
ol US companiis in the field. 

It has become niiile deal now (hat 
US investment in India is poised to ;ake 
a giant step lorw.ird. The Vice t liairniaii 
ot till’ L'S Kxim Bank Jackie M. ( legg 
has deilarid that liei agenev was 
planning to increase the exposuie in 
India. Wherea> the ageiiiv iiad been 
insisting on sovereign guarantees and 
counter guarantees lor projeHs being 
assisted, now it would not insist upon 
this 

The total exposure ol the L^S oxim 
Bank IS presently $ I 5 billion which is 
much more than the $ 130 million in 
1989 The thrust area ('1 the banf mliuli.i 
is supposed to he infrastriu tiiral 
proiects. 


Debt trap spectre very real 

The RBI has pointed out the need to cut down the government’s domestic (jebt and 
has also asked (or a steep step up in the revenues. The government has been advised 
to resort to sharper fiscal corrections in the medium term than what has been done so 
tar to rein in 'he public debt. As much as 26.3 per cent of the gross borrowings during 
1996 97 were used to repay old government borrowings. 

The levels ot public debt are very high and this continues to be a source of worry. 
The public debt to GDP ratio has declined from 50.5 per cent in 1995-96 to 48.7 per 
cent in 1996-97 and is budgeted to decline further to 46.6 per cent in 1997-98. 

Although the fiscal correction measures have yielded in bringing down domestic 
debt ratio to GDP, the concern for high level of domestic debt is related to the tact that 
there has been a rapid growth in interest payments. 

Therefore, the RBI has stressed the need for even more sharper fiscal 
corrections so as to stabilise the debt—GDP ratio at a sustainable level in Ihe 
medium term. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Climate Change Treaty 

A ITER 11 diiys of non-slop 
ncf'otidtions in Kyoto (Japan), on 
steps lo fight global pollution, finally on 
December 11, I'll?, nations agreed on the 
wr)rld's first treaty to reduce greeniiouse 
gases. The accord aims to cut emissions 
of six greenhouse gases by 5.2 per cent 
below cither 1 WO or 1995 levels, averaged 
over the years 2008 to 2012. 

The accord was faced with a lo' of 
inter-country tussles and a near breakdown 
of talks. The European Union and the 
United States had been feuding over the 
si/.e of tlie reductions While USA wanteil 
lo stabilise reductions at 1990 levels, 
Brussels wanted a 15 per cent cut by 2010. 

Ihe protocol linally imposed an 
overall cut ol 5.2 percent bv 2008-12 with 
the I'.uropean Union cutting six 
greenhouse gases eight per cent Australia 
was allowed to mcre.ise emissions and so 
was keland Russia was allowed no 
ch.inge and < 'aiiiida a cut by o per cent 
Earlier, the i lunate change tn'atv’of iW2 
had set a voluntary goal for .54 industrialised 
nations to reduce their emissions of 
gri'enhouse gasi’s hack lo TW levels. These 
emis.sions an- mostly fiom fossil fuels which 
trap heat in the atmosphere The pn'seni 
lontereme intended to change those 
vohintai v goals into binding limits, but only 
lor the origiiii! 54 nations. 

The developing world was exempUHi 
from Ihe outset, siiv' it was the industrial 
rev olulion in Luro|H' and North America 
that boosted carbon dioxide 
concentrations in the atmosphere by some 
TO per cent since Ihe early I80()s. 

Although New Zealand did 
introduce a proposal that would start a 
process whereby the Third World would 
accept emissions limits after lo years, this 
was deni'iinced from .southern delegates. 
(A/so sir Cover Story on Pa^' 0/1.9) 


WORLDTRADE 
Global Accord to open up 
financial services 

O N December 15, 1997, a global 
^ agreement was signed treeing the 

'l ... „ . , 

.i .ws.-■ '.2; . '■ 5s. 


multi-trillion dollar banking, insurance 
and securities services business in Geneva 
under the aegis ol the World Trade CV- 
ganisation (WTO). The agreement will he 
etfcctivc from januarv 19W 

The deal opens up markets 
worldwide for ma)or American, F.uropean 
and Japanese firms capable of establishing 
banking, insurance and brokerage 
business It signals a display of conhdenco 
in the infernational trading system. 
Altliough details of the agreement are still 
to emerge, the deal promises something 
for everyone. For example, European and 
US lianks hope lo gain a bigger foothold 
in bankuig markets m South Korea and 
ihailaiid Insurance companies can look 
forward lo greater access m Japan and 
Malaysia. In return, Asia is expected to 
benefit from an in|eclion of foreign 
investment and more competition even 
though this might damage local industries 
in Ihe short term 

India hailed the accord although 
nnalvsis shows that there is little direct 
henelil for (he country. Unlike American, 
l•.ur^'pean and Japanese firms. Indian 
banks, insurance i ompanies and financial 
services firms are not strong enough to 
take advantage of the liberalised access to 
world markets The only relief for the 
Indian government was that it escaped 
making suh.slantial commitments on 


opening up its financial sccti'r lo inieign 
companies. 

India has not iindei taken ohiig itions 
lo open up its insuraiiie iiviu'-tr’, to 
foreign companies, a siihiei t u! poutii.il 
controversy within the countiv The 
government retains its indi‘|iciuleisc lo 
formulate the policy on the two main 
components ol the iiidustiv -hie 
insurance and general insurance. Wlule it 
does have an obligaliim undei the 
agreement to allow foieii;n hanks to set 
up at least 12 branches eveiv vear, this is 
well within present polu v of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) India will now give. 

(ii) Most l.ivomed Natii'n tMTN) 
obligation status to all lnrei;',ii h.inks 
instead of the pievunis MEN cxeee'lion 
This will giv e loieign b inks a lev el plaving 
field and is what olbers have olli led 
(/') Eoreign hanks w ill be al'li to open 
up 12 branehes a year in Imlia instead ol 
the present eigjil 

(() The 11) pel vent ceiling loi 
reinsurance bv Indian insuiMn. e lirm" in 
fori'ign companies will be lilted ami lell 
to market ((>rces. NiKomession-, li,i\ c lieei. 
given lo foreign iiisuranee conii'ame-' 

Currency Crasli in Asia 

A sian regional cum nciese .|'eiieiKeii 
ti tough lime in -o. tlieii 

underlying economics slowed dm n The 


Malnutrition biggest child killer 

A United Nations International Children’s (Emergency) Fund (UNICEF) leocrt on 
the under-five mortality rate slates that malnutrition takes a toll ol over rax million child 
deaths every year. This is a proportion unmatched by any inteefious disease war oi 
natural disasters. 

Titled ‘State of the Vi/orld's Children', the report expressed shock ovoi 'no lac* inat 
allhough malnutrition has frightening implications for children and society in general, it 
has generated iittle public alarm. It also points out that where it doesn't kill malnutiition 
can leave victims physically maimed, intellectually impaired and suffering trern the 
consequences of a weakened immune system. Therefore, the price of inaction could be 
very high. 

Nutrition-wise, South Asia is supposed to be the worst region in the world, even 
worse than Sub-Saharan Africa in some respects—especially low birfn weight 

The Indian picture is also quite serious. The report indicates that about 33 per 
cent of infants are born with low birth weight against 17 per cent worldwide. Vitamin 
A deficiency is found in 1.5 million in India against 100 million worldover. Similarly, 
the number of people living .n iodine deficient areas and at risk of iodine deticiency 
IS 260 million in India as against one billion throughout the world. Under-five morU'ily 
rale in India is ill per thousand while it is only 88 in rest ot the world Fifty two pei 
cent of under-fives in India are malnourished as against only 37 per cent worldwide. 
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crisis in Asm vvns bv Thailanii 

where’ slcnvinj; i’S|’(ir!'' slrelchcd an 
alri’iuly wide ciiiTeiit aicuiiiU dcficil Bad 
debts and tn-er iHn'rowinj; sparked nw)(ir 
solveiK\ pri'lilcnis in the banking €\nd 
corpor.ite si’i tors ()bvioiisly, imicli of Asia 
over-burrowed and overient—moreover, 
too many ol the borrowed funds ended 
uj' in unpiodiictive assets 

/\s the I risis was unfolded, Asia's ruin 
could be traced to lire following: 

With fixed or semi-fixed currencies, 
corporates or banks could borrow 
overseas, enjoying the low interest rates 
available for dollais and yen, with little or 
no risk that the exchange rale would move 
against them. 

In countries such as Thailand and th«’ 
rhilippiiips, the commercial banks went 
overseas tor cheap cash which they lent to 
the corporate sector. In others, such iis 
Korea and Indonesia, companies tended 
to go directly to ox erseas lenders. 

This cash was then put to work, but 
in unpioductive assets, so the loans could 
not be covered w'hen they became dm. 

At the same lime as imports rose to 
feed this bloated manufacturing sector, 
overseas marki’ts simply did not ab.sorb 
the increased supph' of exports. 

This led to a widening ot current 
account gaps which led to downward 
pressure on currencies If more money is 
flowing out of a country than coming in, 
then that current v must tall 

Central banks fought hard to 
maintain the pegged exchange rates, 
trying to stave off depreciation by selling 
foreign currency to buy their own. But 
lliey ended up just wasting foreign 
exchange reseives. The- pressure was too 
intense ind specuKitixe selling made it 
worse 

The subsequent ili'-facto devaluations 
resulted in overseas loans becoming costly 
to service because the necessary L’ .S. dollar 
became much more expensive in terms of 
the local currencies. 

This is leading to corporate and bank 
failures around the region, and on fop of 
lliis overseas investment in Asian finanrial 
markets has fled, lurther diminishing 
demand for local currencies and so 
pushing them down further. 


SUMMITS 
OIC summit 

T HF. Muslim nations attending a throe- 
day summit of the Orgnisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), held at Teheran 
trom Dec ll-l.T, 1997, condemned 
terrorism in the name of Islam and also 
denianded that Israel stop building 
settlements in occupied Arab land and 
Jerusalem. 

'The summit, which drew' 28 heads ot 
State, Prime Ministers and Crown Princes, 
was significant because it gave Iran the 
opportunity to renew ties with other 
I (uintrii's. The meetings are said to have 
brougiit about a measure of conciliation 
and some understanding. The Arab 
officials also liopcd that the summit would 
pressure Turkey to reconsider two military 
agreements it signi;d with Israel in 1996. 

Delegates at the summit also criticised 
India for not letting Kashmiri leaders— 
including the All Party Hurriyat 
Conlerence (APHC) chairman Mirwai? 
Muhammad Umer Farooc]—to go to 
Teheran to attend the meeting. India, on 
the other hand, rejected four resolutions— 
three on the status of Jammu and Kashinii 
and one on the destruction of Babri 
mosque—passed by the OIC Fxtcrnal 
Affairs spokesman said that the OIC did 
not hax e any liicun stnmU to discuss matters 
falling within the domestic jurisdiction of 
India 

The tTK’ resolutions on Kashmir were 
seen as a major victory by Pakistan, which 
had criticised India for not allowing the 
Kashmiri loaders to come. Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Ooher Ayub Khan said 
the resolution of the OIC would bring 
Pakistan and other Muslim Slates clixser 
on the issue of Kashmir 


PAKISTAN 

Tarar elected President 


R AFIQ Tarar, Pakistan Prime Minister 
Mawaz Sharif's presidential nominee, 
was elected President on December 31, 
1997. He swept the polling in the National 
Assembly, Senate and three of the four 
provincial legislatures, including the 
crucial Punjab Assembly. 


The post of President had become | 
xacant on December 2, after Farooq | 
Feghari had resigned to protest a dispute \ 
between Sharif and Supremo Court Chief 
Justice Sajjad Ali Shah. Shah has now been 
removed. Tarar, who was earlier a justixe 
of the l.ahore High Court, was among 
seven presidential candidali’s 

Tarar has been irilidsed by liberals 
as a rigid Islamist and even lu-en called .i 
"puppet" by opposition jiolitiiians. Hi- 
was also challenged in the courts foi 
statements allegedly made against the 
judiciary. The Lahore High Court is 
expected to consider xvhether his allegi’J 
comments would disqualitv him hi case 
the court rules against him, another 
presidential election would be held 
Tarar is a member ol Pakistan'.-- 
Tablecqi movement, wh.icli is Jedii.iled 
to preaching Islam worldwide Fie has ' 
described himsell as a "I ibeial M'lslim" 
who supports segregated education toi 
girls and bovs and purdtih lor women 
Tile election ol laiar as the neix 
President marKed a x ict-'rx lor \awa,' 
Sham. It also inqilied tlic irossmg ol 
another majoi political luinlle 


RUSSIA 

National Security Concept 
approved 

R ussian Pn’sidcnl ISons 'Icltsm Im' 
ipproved a new nation.il se.niitx 'j 
doctrine thai has naniccl lonliniious 
economic crisis and soaring ('iinrc .imong 
the main threats to the nation I he 
document was published on Dei einbei ."'i', 
1997. 

In the eionomie .spliere, the dm tune 
deals at length with i rumbling industry, 
capital flight and brain drain as the main 
obstacleson thejnth to economic recox'crx' 

It singles out growing poverty as .i key 
threat to the social stability 

Besides this, the document also 
mentioned increasingly aggressive 
separatism in many Russian regions as a 
major threat to Russia's integrity. Alihough 
Chechnya was not specifically mentioned 
it could be implied that it was m 
consideration. 
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Other domestic security threats that 
the document mentions are 
environmental pollution and a decline in 
health and birth rates. On the 
international scenario, the doctrine asserts 
Russia's assessment of NATO's planned 
eastward expansion as a major security 
concern. 


ZAMBIA 

Ex-President Kaunda arrested 

F ormer Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda was arrested on December 25, 
P)')7, on charj^es of participation in the 
failed coup that took pKice in October 
1997. He was taken to the Mukobeko hi(;h 
security prison .it Kabwe, 100 km north 
of Lusaka, .liter a brief court appearance 
in the capital at which no official chaif^e 
was made. 

Kaunda had been out ot the country 
on a lecture tour in October when 
mutinous soldiers had seized control of 
the Stale r.idio and announced that they 
had overthrown President Erederick 
Chiluba I he rebellion was crushed by 
loyalist troops. When Kaunda returned 
to Zambia on December 20, he was served 
with a 28-da\ detention order after three 
days. No reasons were f;iven hir his arre'st 
1 le repeatedly denied anv links with the 
ri-bel soldiers 

rbc‘ arrest ot Kenneth Kaunda has 
been condemned bv the DniU'd State*' It 
has warned Zambia that Kaunda's 
detention could disiupt plans lor 
reconciliation ta'ks that were scheduled 
to be(.;in betw'een the two coiinln -s 
Ihe South African );o\ernmenl also 
(iiticised Kaunda's detention aiel said 
that he should be either chary,ed or 
releasc-d iminedi.itelv. 


ALGERIA 
Massacres galore 

I N the w'orse bloodletting in Al}*eria's 
jix-year-old Islamic insurgency, 
assailants hacked and beat 412 people to 
death on the first day of the Muslim holy 
month. Thugs descended on four westein 
AlgcrLi villages slaying people while they 
were breaking their Ramazan fasts. 



Although the government usually does 
not publicly acknowledge the violence 
sweeping the countryside, this time the 
government did report tliese killings. 

ITiere was no claim of responsibility 
lor the attacks. However, the ivgion has 
been the frequent target of the Armed 
Islamic, t'.roup (AKi), Algeria's most 
violent insurgent faction, thought to be 
the main force behind the* country's 
treejuent massacre’s of civ ilians. 

Earlier, the two iilcxidiest onslaughts 
had happened in August in villages south 
of Algiers, also a region frc'qucntly hit by 
the Altl. 

The Muslim holy month of Kama/an 
has been a violent time since Algeria's 
insurgency began in January 1992. More 
than 400 people were killed during 
Ramazan last year, and more than 300 wem 
killed in the two weeks leading up to the 
holiday in 1997. 

Rama/an nurks Clod's revelation ol 
the Korun, Islam’s holy book, to the 
Prophet Mohammed about 1400 years ago. 
During Ihe holy month, Muslims abstain 
from lood, drink, smoking and sex during 
d.iylight hours, as an act of sac rifice and 
purification. 

So far, violence between the 
iiT'iirgents and government securitv 
forces h.is claimc'd more* than 75,000 lives 
rile insingencv began alter the arniv 
cancelled 1992 legislative eledicuis thal 
Muslim tundamenlalisl pailies were ] 

I poised to win. ' 

I-! 

I HONG KONG i 

I Massacre of birds to eradicate flu ' 

T c) fight a my slei icni;. flu lliat IhieaU'ned ; 

to be fatal, 1 2 million ehickcns were i 
slauglitered to eradicate Ihe source ot Ihe ! 
till l amily llocks as well as commeic'ial 
larms wen* targeted in the massive, 24- 
hc'ur drive to slaughter the birds, on 
December 29,1997. 

Uncounted ducks, geese, cjuails and 
other edible birds were killed as suspected 
carriers of the inlluenza virus H5N1. The 
virus has long been known to infect birds 
but jumped to humans for the first time in 
1997. 

Lwelvc people were conlirmod as 


having the fiu, including the four who 
died. At the time that this was written, 
eight others were suspected of having it, 
Ihe method ot transmission remainc’d a 
mystery and tlu're was no vaccine. Sale ot 
poultry has been banned till the poultry 
was confirmed lo be safe* 

Critics ot the mass slaugl\tc*r said that 
the source of the virus still remained 
unknown, nil people know about the 
source, there really w'as no point in killing 
more than a million birds in order to quell 
the public's lears. 


IRAN 

Bid to improve relations with US ' 

N Dciember lb, 1997, the Irani.vn 
I’residenl callc'd Ltr closer lic's with 
the United States and surprised the world 
with his strong statements suggesting 
rapprochement with the United Stales in 
llie near tuturo. This was probably the 
strongest statement since Ihe Islamic 
Revolution in 1979. 

The Iranian clergv, whiili norni.illy 
attacks any sign ol a peace overture lo 
United States, remained silent on 
Khatami's miivirks. Some did sjv th.it the 
Mullahs, led by Iian's all powerlul 
spiritual leadei, Avalollab Ali Khamenei, 
vv.inlcd to launch .1 harsh attack 

Khatami's oflei lan be seen ,is his 
biggest gamble to steer Ir.m aw.iv from 
till* ii.lluenceot the li.iid liiU' clergv, wbidi 
has been in powe sin.e ihe revolution 
I he ..lergv has regarded US;\ as the ' great 
.salan" tor IS vears, li is iinlikeiv lli.it they 
would atiepl any immediate 
reppioi heiiient 

file United ‘^t.iles li.id severed lie.i 
witii Iran in 197*^' alter militants loyal to 
the revolutioiiaiy gov eriimeiU stormed the 
US embassy in Iclieian They had held 52 
.^Im■rlcans .is hostage tor 144 days. A good 
word tor the United States has been 
unheanl ot among Iranian leaders since 
the revolution toppled the US-baeked 
Mihail and installed a clerical government 
led by the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

.Mthough Khatami had won a 
landslide victory in Mav elections, his 
povAiers remain limited. The final word 
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rests with Kh.imerici, who opposed 
Khatami's eleiiion 

Over the past few months, Khatami 
loosc-ned tlie slriii soci.il rules imposed 
by the Islamic ,s;ov eminent that regulate 
everything ftom how women can dress in 
public to whetlier Iranians can watch 
foreign tele\ ision programmes. He has 
also began mending Iran's relations with 
other lounlries. In November l’J'^7, 
strained ties with the huropean Union 
w'ere normalised. 

BOSNIA 

President Clinton’s visit 

U s President Bill Clinton assured 
Bosnians that American troops will 
renuiin indefinitely as the region recovers 
from its devastating war. C>n a visit to 
Bosnia, on Di'cembot 23, 14U7, to spread 
holiday cheer, Clinton said that American 
presence in the war-torn Balkans would 
be maintiined beyond the June 1998 
deadline 

President Clinton visited Sarajevo 
along with his family. He also took along 
a top-level delegation that includc'd lorme'" 
Republican presidential candidate Bob 
Dole and his wife, the president of the 
American Red Cross and a number of 
congressional Republicans 

It has been pointed out that US 
inv olvemc'iit is needed to anchor N.MO's 
peacekeeping mission and prevent 
ivsiimed warfare Howfver, continuing the 
mission jiidetinitely w'ould not imply that 
American troops would slay for an 
itnreasonahle amount ot tune 

SOUTH KOREA 

Kim Dae Jung is President 


K im Dae [ling was c'tc’cled I'residenl ol 
houlh Korea on December 19, 1997 
The seventy-three year old, sell- 
procTaimed t iandhian has been a pc'rennial 
dissident for decades and finally made it 
this time after three c-arlicr attempts. 

Immediately alter being cic'cted. 
President Kim pledged that he would 
abide by the tough measurc-s pre^seribed 
by the IMP to bail out the country from its 
present cc'onomic crisis He is also keen 


on additional talks with the IMP to trv 
and minimise the pain of insolvencies and 
relrenchmeni 

Kim has been regarded as a near 
pariah bv successive Army-baekcd 
governments. He proclaims to be a 
follower of Mahatma Candhi's philosophy 
of truth and non violence. I le had retired 
from pelities twice hut returned to make 
an attempt at Presidency every time there 
was a Presidential poll. 

The President-c’lect will be assuming 
office on l ebruary 25. 

SOUTH AFRICA-CHINA 
Establish ties 

S OUTH Africa and China signed an 
agreement on Decemher 30, 1997, to 
establish diplomatic relations, thus 
indicMting severing of South Africa's tics 
with I'aiwan and a major v ictory for China 
in its effort to isolate the island-nation. 
The accord, that launched diplomatic 
relations on January 1, was signed by 
ChiiK'se I'oreign Minister and Vice Premier 
(Jian Qichen and South African Idreign 
Adairs Minister y\!fred N/o South Africa 
thus cut down its 70-ycarrelationship with 
Taiwan After January 1, laiwan would 
maintain a presence in South Africa luidcT 
the name Taipei I .iaison Office, witli offu:es 
in I'retoria, Johannesburg, C.’ape Town and 
Durban 

Pur South Africa, this accord with China 
also svniholi.sc's links with n world pow'er 
The counliA icrls that this would he in its 
own intc'iest Besides the tact tliat China is 
one ot Ihe iastest growing economic giants. 
Kith the i.ountric's also see' the agreemc'nt as 
a chaivc' to expand trade. 

Two-way trade betwren South .Attica 
and China was expc’cted to reach $ l.h 
billion in 1997 which was an 18 pei cent 
increase over 199('i .-kiuth Alrica also has 
trade wi.. Ih $ 1.4 billion with Hong Kong, 
W'hic'h returnc'd to Chinese sovereignty on 
July 1, 1997 

CHINA-RUSSIA 

Nuclear power plant deal signed 

O N December 29, VW, Russia signed 
a multibillion dollar deal with China 


tc' build a nuclear power plant in eastern 
China, thus scoring a major victory in 
the international competition to supply 
the booming Chinese power industry. 
Though China claimed that the deal 
was worth $ 2 billion, Russia gave the 
figure at $ .3 billion. It is expected that 
the cost ol the deal could change later 
as the two sides deride on equipment 
suppliers 

China is seen as a rich potential 
market by the US, Russia, Japan and 
other commercial nuclear power 
companies The Chinese have planned 
to build about I’iO reactors over the next 
40 years to meet the increasing power 
needs of their 1 2 billion people They 
expect their power gi neralion to rise 5 -2 
per cent this year, to 1 135 trillion 
kilow'alt hours 

Twv) 1000 megawatt generating 
units of the Russian-hiiil! plant in 
l.ianvung, northwest of Shangh.ii, will 
begin operation in 2001 and 2005. The 
reactors are VVR-lOOt) light water 
units considered much safer than 
ChernohyT-slyle RBMK graphite units 
Under Ihe agreement, Russia will 
suppiv equipment and training 
Individual equipment purchases will 
still he negotiated In case t hina 
decides to snppiv some of .he 
equipment Iroin its developing 
indiistrnl base, the cost ol the deal 
nuild change. 

Russia has described the deal as its 
biggest foreign contract ol 1997 end has 
called the deal a prool ot Russia's 
international competiliveness m nuclear 
povvei The foundation of the deal was 
laid in 1992 when a nuclear cooperation 
agreement was signed by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin during a vUii to 
China. 

USA had also signed a similar 
agreement in 1985 but US suppliers were 
barred trom selling to China because of 
concerns that it was supplying niidear 
weapons technology to Iran, Pakistan 
and other countries. However, in 
November, USA gave an iivdication that 
it would certify that China is not 
providing such aid, clearing the way for 
US sales too. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ALC: Anli-Landmim' Conventum 
FLAG: I'lhie Oplic Link Around tlu’ 
CJlohc 

TRAI. 'R’U'com Regulatory Aiitli.nity 
of India 

AWARDS 

Kalinga Award, 1997 

D t )KAIRA| AN Baldsubramanian, direc¬ 
tor of the C entre for Cellular and Mo¬ 
lecular hiologv, Hyderabad, lor his exten¬ 
sive work as a science journalist. 

Right Livelihood Prize, 1997 

T HF. Right Livelihood Award, also 
knovMi as the Alternate Nobel I’ri/e, 
was awarded to Mycle Schneider (France) 
and linzaburo Takagi (lapiin) in recogni¬ 
tion of their struggle against the storage 
and transportation ol plutoniiini in their 
(ountries; I’aseph Ki-/erlio (liiirkina Faso), 
in recognition ot his work promoting a 
democratic and peojile-v entree! \ision of 
Atrna's future, C lnd^' 1 'uehring tCSA) lor 
hei le-’ irch and intoiination woik on 
chemical ii lines, and Michael Sciccow 
((.■ermany) toi his ac liiei’cments in envi¬ 
ronmental conser'ation 

DAYS 

1998—Human Rights Year 

T 1 IF. LIN will obserc'e as the human 

rights year with tlie theme ' .Ml Fluinan 
Rights for All". Se\-eral conferences, meet¬ 
ings, awareness campaigns and functions 
would be organised all over the world 
during the year, which marts the fiftieth 
annnersaiy ol the adoption ol univer:ial 
declaration ol human rights on December 
10,1948. 

BOOKS 

Top Ten Business Books 

APPLE; The inside story ot In¬ 
trigue. Egomania, and Business Blun¬ 


ders by |ini Cailton 

CAR; A Drama ot the American work¬ 
place by Mary Walton 

CARTELS OF THE MIND; lapan's 
Intellectual Closed Shop by Ivan P. Hall. 

1H E COLONEL: The hie and legend 
ol Robert K. McCormick by Richard Norton 
Smith. 

FLYING BLIND, FLYING SAFE by 
Mary Schiavo with Subia Chartrand. 

INSIDE INTEL. Andy Grove and the 
Rise ol the W'orld's Mi'st Powerful Chip 
Company bi’ lini Jackson 

THE LEADERSHIP ENGINE How 
Winning Companies Build Loaders at F.v- 
erv I evel by Noel M. Ticlry with Eli Cohen. 

THE LIVING COMPANY: Habits 
lor Survival in a TurbulonI Business Envi- 
lonmcnf by Arie de Gims 

THE ONE BEST WAY. Frederick 
Winslow I'avlor and the Enigma of lifli 
cii'iicv by Robert Kanigel. 

PERSONAL HISTORY: bv 
Katharine taahani. 

Hijra ek Mard 

W Rl ITl .N hv Kishor Shanti Bai Kale, 
it IS the Iriie lile story of "Sviivtv". 
as he goes through a nightmarei hiki .ihuse. 
llesh trade and the 111\’ virus, till he he- 
come.s a pc'lice otticer and is accepted In 
society. The novel has iwgged .in .uvant 
from the National Institute loi Research in 
S.'X Education. 

The Language ot Harappans 

W Kl f'l FN hy Indian indologist Malati 
J. Shendge, il says that the language 
of the Indus Viiliey Civilisation was 
"Akkadi.'.n" and not proknUravidian as 
is generally believed. 

CYBERSPACE 

Internet Kiosks tc be opened soon 

T he government plans to open Internet 
Kiosks thnmghout the country. 


^ C)n the lines of the ones in Argi n- 
tina, these will be set up all over the 
I country, to increase Internet penetration 
I in India. 

I’he government will not put any 
: leilmg on the number ot private players 
I entering the sector. It is encouraging 
young technocrats to come in and has 
, requested hanks and other linancial in¬ 
stitutions to lend all possible .issistance 
! to them. 

, A Showcase of Indian art 

P RGJFL rspeai, an internet site that 
enables art lovers to have a glimpse 
ol the works of contemporary Indian art- 
i ists, IS the brainchild of Dilip Kulkarni, 

, chairman (>1 Skvpak Service Specialists 
Limited. U is being devolopevl into a vir¬ 
tual art museum and ail gallery 
.show'C.isling the lifetime lolleciion of works 
' ol some ol the leading contempiirarv In¬ 
dian artists 

The project is designed bv Rohil Beliia 
ol (. vberads Studiii. and distmguislie'- il- 
seil bv (leating eutliiig edge web site tor 
Indian and loreign rorjX'rates 
I hi' site address is 
http i 'wwwskvseive im -'sjusii. 

DEFENCE 

.New Indian submarine commissioned 

T 1II; latest suF-m.irine ot the Indian Navv, 
INS >'iiilliu RiiK-^liak, was commis¬ 
sioned on Dei ember 2-1, 1997 in Russia. 
Hie cv'inmissioning leprc'-ents .i mile¬ 
stone m the Indo-Russian defenie coop- 
‘ oration It is the mi'sl modern subma¬ 
rine equipped with latest sensor and 
' weapon systems. 

i Pinaka may replace artillery weapons 

I NDIA’S own multi-barrel rocket system, 
Pinaka. has cleared the first phase user 
I trials. It had been under test since 199'; and 
■ is iiportedly in its advanced stage ol de- 
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velupmfiil, jccordiii}^ to thf Offi-ncc Ke- 
st'arrli cind Dcvi'Iopnu'nt ('rj^i^nis.ilion , 
(DKDO). rinnkii 1 ^ cin .iicm vM-.ipon sys¬ 
tem aimed at supplemi iiliii}; the exist- : 
ing arlillerv •'! r«mge beyond 30 ! 
kms. Its (]iiii k reaction time and high | 
rale of lire gives an c-dge to the Indian | 
Army during low intensity war-like ton- | 
ditions 

Having the range ol 30 kms, I'ntiikn ^ 
can fire 12 mckets within 44 seconds (tne 
salvo e.icli (12 rockets) lirc'd Irorn the bat- | 
terv ot SIX laiincliers can neutralise, at a ■ 
time, a target area ot 3.9 stj km j 

It can be fitted with different types | 
of warheads and this renders it deadly j 
for the enemy as it could even destroy ; 
solid structures and bunkers 1 

I 

Keeping in mind a huge boundary I 
with hostile neighbours and their ! 
weapon systems on the one hand and I 
changing nature ol war on the other, this i 
mulfiharrel rocket system would fulfil j 
a long-standing need of the armed ' 
forces. 


EXPEDITION 

Indian scienti.sls leave for Antarctica 
Expedition 

A '30-member team of Indian scientists 
left for Antarctica on Divc'mber 7, 
1997 on bo.iid the Norwegian vessel "M V 
Polar Bird" The 17th Indian expeditum, 
led by Dr K K Si wan, has a 2f)-member 
U'am ot scientists and c am[ied at the per¬ 
manent Indian workstation Miiiln It 
would carrv torward the experimeiit.il 
task dm mg then stav there till March 
1999 . 


Tlic new research laiihty meant ex¬ 
clusively tor polar science at \ asi o, would ' 
also provide a thrust to the c ountrv's Ant 
arctic a programme aial easy access to in- 
iorm.ition 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Indian scientists revive nuclear reactor 

S ClT.NIlsrS at the Kaiasthan .Atomic 
Powei Station, near Kota, reviveil a ■ 
dead reactor by replacing the ccHilanl chan • 
ncis with new ones and carrying out other 
repairs. The Rajasthan Atomic Power Sta- i 
tion (RAPS) has two units rated at 220 MW 
each The first unit was synchronised in ' 
197? and the second unit was commis- ' 


sioned in 1980. 

The first unit was set up by the Atomic 
Energy ol Canada l td (AECL). but the re¬ 
actor had several flaws in design and never 
had a trouble-free run. The two units wen* 
clo.sed down in 1994. 

Indian scientists used indigenous tech¬ 
nology first to repair the over-pressure 
device and then changed the coolant chan¬ 
nels, thus adiling 28 years to the life ot the 
unit. 

riie two reactors would now produce 
power at a price of about 57 paLse per unit. 
The rep.iirs were achieved lor just Rs 200 
rrore, saving over Rs 1,201) crore on the 
Canadian estimate 

PERSONS 

Karanth, Kota Shivarama 

N oted Kannada writer Shivarama 
Karanth, who bad 140 books to his 
credit, with his novel Mi'(d(i/;/i/« 
Kiiiirtsiiyii/ii (Dreams of a Dumb Cranny) 
earning him the jnanpeethAward in 1978, 
died on December 9, 1997. .A champion ol 
freedom of expression, he had relumed 
his Padmahluishan in protest against the 
I'.morgency l ie was also a proponent of 
the Yiiksliiinna, the fading folk art of 
Karnataka. 

PLACES 

Pitt Island 

T he. first "inhabited" land to greet the 
sun as the new millennium dawns will 
be Pitt Island, a locky New Zealand di 
pendency !'he sunrise will be \’isible liom 
the 177-metre 1 lakepa hill in the island 14 
seconds before 4 45 a.m. local time on the 
morning ol lanuary 1,20(K) In India, it will 
be 8 30 ii.m in the night ol December 31, 
1999 

1 he calculations luno given riv' to a 
battle lor winning business tor the "au¬ 
thentic" lirst dawn of the new millen¬ 
nium. Two rival firms are aiming to sell 
television and media rights to the first 
sunrise. 

"Ihe millennium adventure com¬ 
pany", headed by a former editor of the 
Guinness Book of Records, has bought a 
part of the Hakepa hill and plans to sell 
the rights. 

"The first light 2000", a rival consor¬ 
tium, claims that the hill is usually misty 


at dawn. It is offering five other sitre on 
the Pitt Island. 

RESEARCH 

Cloning Buffaloes: India's Answer to 
Dolly 

D airy scientists in Karnal have deve¬ 
loped a procedure for producing 
several identical buifalo calves from a 
.single embryo, using a procedure simi¬ 
lar to the one that produced Dolly the 
sheep. 

In the nuclear transfer technique, an 
egg cell is taken out and its nucleus is 
replaied by a cell Irom another embryo 
The method ran be mpeated with every 
cell in the donor embryo to produce sev¬ 
eral identical clones 

Rosivirchers at the Roslin Institute m 
lidinburgh produced Dollv, the world's 
first adult cloned mammal 

Smart Bomb for Cancer 

A n Indian born researcher in the US, 
Dr Raj Pun, injecled mice with an 
experiment.',! "smart bomb" for cancer 
and watched as huge tumours disap¬ 
pear Irom their bodies within a lew 
weeks. 

Dr Puri discovered the potential 
cancer therapy in a lahoiatc'iv at the 
Eood and Drug Adiniiustratimi (EDA), 
and now the government lias given hi.s 
invention to an Illinois bioti'chnology 
com[).iny that hopes to test it in jic-ojile 
with killer brain tumours and kidiiec 
cancel. 

Dr Pun's discovery w.is a sur¬ 
prise Me had run out ol the immune 
system cells needed lor an exjierinu'nt 
and out ot curiosity stuck breast can¬ 
cer cells under the microscope in¬ 
stead I'ovenng them were recep'ors 
for an immune substance called 
Inti'rleukin 13 

They travelled straight to the re¬ 
ceptors and latched on. Ur Puri essen¬ 
tially discovered a potential-guided 
missile; it cancer-killing drug is at¬ 
tached to it, the substance should carry 
the chemothcrap\ straight inside me 
tumour. 

A seric.s ot studies published in dis¬ 
tinguished medical journals shewed it 
works in test tubes 
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SPACE 

Prospector to search for water on 
moon 

N ASA's four-foot liiiicir Prospector, 
which was launched on January 6, 
1998, will .search for evidence of frozen 
water at the moon's poles. The space¬ 
craft will also rummage for gases and 
minerals that, like polar ice, could be 
used by human settlers. It will atlcmpi 
all this during its one-yc.ir orbital map¬ 
ping mission. 

If Prospector detects evidence of wa¬ 
ter-forming ice in the dark, cratered regions 
of the moon's poles, confirming findings 
fnm the Defence Department's Clementine 
spacecraft, lunar exploration almost cer¬ 
tainly would be ri’vitalised. 

Prospector will survey the lunar sur¬ 
face from a lt)() km-high polai orbit tor a 
full year. If theie's (Miough liiel, the space¬ 
craft will continui' to collect data for an 
additional six months 

Jupiter mission finds trace of salt on 
Europa 

T he (ialileo mission to Jupiter has found 
evidence of salts on the Iro/en moon 
I'uropii, boosting the possibility that the 
moon has an oiean that might have once 
harbored life 

Signs ol magnesium sulphate, a 
mineral normallc' on earth where salt 
water evaporates, were picked up on 
I'liropii I'v cTnah sis ot light rellected oil 
the surface 

It could mean a liciuid ocean rich in 
biine exists or recently existed beneath 
I.uropii's crackled, frozen e.xpenses Salts 
like those on l.uropii can be found in dry 
lake beds in the earth's deserts. 

I'jiroiHi the snullest ot Jupiter's lour 
major moims, is the subject at an extended 
slutlv bv NASA because i' mnv ha\'e two 
important ingredients for life; water and 
internal heal caused by tidal forces. 

Columbia returns to Earth 

S PACE shuttle Columbia's astronauts 
returned to Earth on December S, 1997 
following a two-w'eek science mission, with 
an im-juirv awaiting them because of a 
botched satellite release. Among the 
achievements of the mission, which 
sparmed 16 days and 6.5 million miles: two 


' spacewalking astmnaulssavtxl a runaway 
1 $ 10 million satellite bv catching it with 
j their hands. 

! But the daring rescue almost certainly 

I would not have been necessa’‘y if the cralt 
j haiin't been sent into a spin by another 
j crew member. The Spartan solar observa- 
, tory malfunctioned within moments of its 

i release on November 21.lt nevi'r received 

1 

j a crucial computer command, the conse- 
. qiience of a softw'are pniblem oi a crew 
1 error. 

Realising it wasn't working properly, 
i astronaut Kalpana ( hawla quickly tried to 
j recover Spartan with the shuttle robot arm 
j but ended up bumping it and making it 
' tumble slowly. 

' NASA's Winston Scott and Japan's 
I Takao Doi captured Spartan during a 
: spacewalk three days later 

; MISCELLANY 

. Graphic designing emerging career 
: option 

G raphic designing, a profession rarely 
heard of only a decade ago, is a ma|oi 
career option today. 

The new communication language is 
now being used inexhaustibly in print ami 
publication design, calligraphy and typog¬ 
raphy packaging design, architecture web 
pages on internet and many more. 

With the mushrooming ol compiitei 
learning centre's, the desire to pursue .i 
career as a graphic designei is madi- easy 
. and possible loi those endowed with cre¬ 
ativity and, perhaps, a sense ot aesthetics 
(iiaphu design in itsell has become a 
central lorce as a source tor 
conceptualisation aiul graphic expression 
There are both short term and liaig-term 
lOurses available to entei the tuld ol 
graphic desigmnt; 

.Arena, the graphics and multimedia 
' division oLAplei h 1 Id., a computer centre, 
■ oficrs a Iwo-vear advanced liiploma in 
\ multi-media with an option lor 
! specialisation in fashion design, interior 
■ di'sign and commereial .irt .Similarcourses 
: are offered in other institutions too 

; WWF announces support for 10 more 
I protected areas for tiger 

T he W'orldwide Eund tor .Nature (WWr) 
has decided to support 111 more pro¬ 


tected areas in the country in 1998 while 
entering the second year ot its three-year 
tiger conservation programme 

Protected areas comprising less than 
two per cent of the land mass hold most 
of the tigers. Ol the .'1,750 tigers counted 
in 1991,2967 were in the protected aieas. 
The 1 4 million dollar progiamine, 
launched on July 1,1997, to meet the pi i- 
orily needs ol tiger conservation already 
covers Manas, Bandhagarh, C orbett, 
Diidhwa, Palamau and Periyar tiger re¬ 
serves besides the Ka/iraiiga national 

pcilk 

1 he conservation progriimiiu' plans to 
check illegal trade in tiger parts, strengthen - 
protected area management and anti- 
poaching operations, improving the plan¬ 
ning ot protected areas and other tiger 
habitat /ones besides promoting partici|)a- 
tory approaches 

It also aims at conducting sui ve\ s and 
research studies, promoting conser\ alion 
education and public awareness, tacihlat- 
ing mternational lollaboralion and gener¬ 
ating additiimal iinancial n*sources lor tigei 
conservation. 

Slate highways upgraded to national 
highways 

T UP Centre li.is gi\en its approval to 
upgrade 1910 kins Male higluvavs into 
National 1 lighwavs (Ni ls) With this ad¬ 
dition till' total nelwi'rk ol national 
higluvavs has increased to over . 16 , 001 ) 
kms The dei ision is iikelv to put .m ad- 
clilion.ii linani lal hurden on the gov> rn- 
ment it these stretches .ne to he up 
graded and maintained as lequirei in 
llu- (ase ol iilhei nalKinal higluv,i\s, 
particularly in i!u North-last, as no 
privale sci lor companv li.is taken an ini- 
ti.itive to take up the Nil slietclies in 
this region 

Ihe inaicir routes approvc-o hy the 
ministiv are liom (iha/ialiad to 
Badrinalh border via Meerut in Uttar 
Pradesh (524 kms), Ambala to I'atelipur 
in Haryana and Rajasthan (111) kms), 
•Anlola to Gooty in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh {.Ibl kms), Nagpur to 
Obaidiillagan) in Maharaslilra and 
Gujarat (150 kms) and Irom l landhinagar 
to InJore viaAhmc'dahad in Gujaral and 
Mneihsa Pradc'sh (150 kms) 
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athlf;tics 

I’liiio International Marathon 
Ti ll- husband-wile tc'am nt b.chchadlimy 
lah.ir and Akarachi Zalira nl Mpium won 
the men and women sections respectivelv 
in the l-l"' riuims Up I’une International 
Marathon Tahar won the42.1‘^T km raie 
clocking 2'25;36 and 7ahra did the 
women's half marathon (21 km) in a new 
record timeol l.]fv42 

All India Inter-State senior championship 
KARNATAKA won the team honours in 
both men and women’s sections with |4() 
points, followed bv Kerala with 1''4 poinLs, 
in the 37"‘ All India Inter-State senior ath¬ 
letics cl’.impionship at Hangalore. R.N. 
Siimavathy was ad|iidgcd as best athlete 
of the meet, while Ajit Kumar emeiged as 
the fastest athlete 

BADMINTON 

All India Open Badminton championship 
PUI.LIT.A tlopi (.’hand and .Apaina Popat 
won thi‘ UPl. Ail Imlia ("'pen badminton 
singles titles, in men and women categc'rv, 
respeclivelv, at the Indira (landhi Stadium 
in New Delhi. 

CRICKET 

Champions Tmrhy 

A seventh wicket pair nl C.ran.un llinrpe 
and Mathew riemme, in |ust seven overs 
helped hngland beat West liulies to lift the 
Akai Sing.'i (.‘hampnms liophv cricket 
tournament plaved at Shai |ah West Indies 
were front runners tor (if the ‘IS I overs 
ot the match but the ciuick ’’O robbed tlu ii 
viclorv 

Pakistan-West Indies Test Series 
PAKIS LAN (linrhed the three-match series 
2-0 against West Indies, beating them bv 
an innings and 2‘t runs in the seinnd lest 
played at Rawalpindi Pakistan severed a 
mammoth 471 runsmn'oh lo West Indies 


first innings total ol .303 They were bowled 
out toi 139 runs in their second innings 
This was Pakistan's first home series win 
against West Indies in 39 years. 

India-Sri Lanka Onc-dav Scries 
SRI 1 ,anka heat India by .3 wickets lo level 
•lie series 1-1 in the third match played at 
Margao I rom a commanding 131 for no 
loss, India lost the initiative ami were 228 
for b in 50 overs. The thrce-maich senes 
thus ended in a draw, with India winning 
the first lie at liuwahati and the seci'iul 
eiuling in a liasco of unplavable piteh at 
Indore 

Australia-South Africa Test Series 
A centurv hv larques Kallis helped South 
Africa fotce a draw in the first cricket Test 
against Australia at the Mi'lbourne Ciicket 
(iround 

Women's World Cup 
AUSTRALIA heat New Zealand by live 
vv ickets to lift the I lero I londa ( up in the 
women's title, filaved in Calcutta Austra¬ 
lia won their fourth title in six titles played 
so tar. 

New Zoalanvl will host the next 
women's i ricket World ( up in Deccmbei, 
21)1‘0 this was detided at the Interna¬ 
tional Women's Cricket t’ouncil meeting 
'soulii Atiic.i would host tlu next one in 
2l'm 

Cooch Behar Trophy 
BI NCAl score ! P;"? lor 6 and beat Uttar 
Pradesh 'w \ irtiie o! better run rate to win 
tlie .Ml India (_ooch Behai (ii-19) cricket 
trophv. played at New Dclh'. 

Duleep Trophy 

1HT Duleep Ifophy wa shared by West 
and Central zone, with West zone win¬ 
ning Liistodicil rights for the first six 
months. West Zone has declared at 384 


i foi 7, giving Central zone just 22 overs, 

, eight short of the required number of 
overs for ealculation. The match was 
j played at Chennai. 

' HOCKEY 

i 

; Federation Cup 

: SITvVlCh’S pulled oft a 2-1 victory over Nn- 
' tional viames champions Piin)ab to regain 
; the I'ederation Cup hockey title ’at 
I Begumpel Stadium at Hydeiabad. 

I Sanjay Hockey lltlc 
‘ )C1 iPhagwara) beat Norlhern Railway 
, 2-1 to claim the IS'" Servo Saniav Hockey 
title at the Karnail Singh Stadium in New 
! Uellii 

I 

SQUASH 

, Mahindra International Challenge 
' PliTl'R Nicol ci'inpleted a hat- ti ick uf title 
wins m the Mahindra International (..ImI- 
. huge squash tournament whv'ii he 
' outplayed world no 1 lansliei Kh ui ol 
P.ikistan9-15.15 9, 1 > [7;, y m die 

final match, played al Mumbai 

TENNIS 

. National grassenurt tennis charapion- 

■ ship 

U7.MA Khan was crowned the National 
Champion in the women's .single-i final ot 
the National grasscourl vh.impi.insnips, 
plaved .it r.'uliaian. In the ine.i's tinal, 
Cerinan .Maicus llilpert emergeil as the 
champion. 

VOl.lEYBALL 

! National Volleyball Championships 
' KERALA won the National vulievball 
men's title defeating Pun)ab in the straight 

■ sets 15-12, 15-12, 15-13. in a closely con- 
. tested final at Vishakhapatnam. 

■ In the women's section, diampions tor 
i the last 11 years. Railways beat West Ben- 

* gal in straight sets 15-2,15-10,15-2. 
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Ihe Exaiiiiiiei's Guess QuesOons 


Q. Whal was tlio name of the stamp 
exhibition held in New Delhi from Decern • 
ber 15-22, IW? 

Ans. Jnciepx ‘)7. More than ii8 coun¬ 
tries participated in liie world philatc lie ex¬ 
hibition. It was organised by the Postal 
Department in cooperation with the Phila¬ 
telic Congress of India. 

Q. What is the theme of the year P)^8 
designated by the United Nations? 

Ans. The UN has declared !W8 as 
the Ihiinan Rights Year with the theme 
"All Human Rights for All". The univer¬ 
sal deilaration of human rights was 
adojited on December 10,1‘M8 and its 50'" 
anniversary would be celebrated during 
the year 

Q. Which year is being observed as 
International Yi'ar vil' leean^ 

Ans. |4'')8. 

Q Where is the world's limgest under¬ 
sea tunnel located and what !•> il called’’ 

Ans. The Aqualine is the newly com¬ 
pleted 15 1 km bridge and tunnel express- 
wav ai ross liikvo Hay which w.is opened 
in lokv, reieiillv It is the world's longest 
undersea lu.inel lor motor vehicles and 
links the Japanese cities Kawasaki and 
Kisara/u, with a '-'.5 km undersea tunnel 
and a 4.4 km bridge 

Q. Which major investment pniposal 
has been rt'jected by the Indian Railways 
recently? 

Ans. Ihe Railways have rejected a 
major investment offei" of Rio linto, the 
world's largest mining conglomerate, tor 
laying a-270 km railw'ay track in Orissa. 
The Rio Tinto-OMC joint verdure' was ap¬ 
proved by the Foreign Investment Pro¬ 
motion Hoard (HPH), with an investment 
of $ 1 billion. The allotted minmg blocks ot 
Gandhamadhav and Malantoli arc esti¬ 
mated to carry a resource of around 300 
million tonnes of ore. 

Q. Where has the earth station with 


'C' and 'Ku' band been set up in India? 

Ans. The Intelsat S TD earth station 
called Nefaji sateilile earth station has 
been commissioned at llallisaharam 
near Calcutta. It has certain unique fa- 
cililies like 'C' and 'Ku' band--avail¬ 
able only in a few stations around the 
world. 

Q. What is the average daily earnings 
of farm labour? 

Ans. rhe average daily earning of 
agricultural labour households increased 
20 -fold over a [leriod of three decades, 
according to the sixth rural labour in¬ 
quiry report (1^143-44), K was Rs 1.43 m 
1^)63-65 and stood at Rs 21 ..35 in 1093- 
94. However, this increase is only in 
money terms. If it is adjusted with agri¬ 
cultural price index, the earning w'ent up 
approximately from Rs I 80 to Rs 1.90 
after 30 years. 

Q. Where have i ases been reported ol 
"bird tiu"’ 

Ans. The "bird flu" virus— li5NI - 
has claimed four lives in Hong Kong, 
which led to a iiu've to slaughtei nearU 
1.2 million ih'ckeiis there. 

Q Where has the world's highest ( on- 
lerence Hall been conslrucled? 

Ans. Working m sub-zero tempera- 
lures, ai an altitude of 14,500 feel, jawans 
of Ihe Indian Arnw have constructed <i con- 
lerence hall, i>ossi!''ly the highest m the 
world, ai Nathii-lal ass on thelndia-Chma 
border at bikkim. '' 

Q. What is the latest aehievemenl ol 
India in the field of aviation? 

Ans. India has hei ome the tirst ioun- 
Iry in the world to otter "remoti access 
mode" ( omputer-Based I raining fCBI; 
tacility for training of airlines cockpit 
cicw. 

Q. What is the amount ot money 
mopped up by the government in VDIS’ 

Ans. Rs 10,050 crorc. Over 3 3 lakh 


people disclosed their black monev and 
assets of over Rs 25,000 croie under the 
scheme. 

Q. Which country is likely to become 
the world's largest milk prodiieer in 1998- 
911;’ 

Ans. The Food and Agiieulture 
Organisation (I’.AO) sa\s that India will 
he the world's largest milk pioducer in 
1998-99 

Q Name the miilti barrel loikel 
launcher system that wassuciesslully test 
tired recently 

Ans. Pmaka It was ti'sl tired Irom the 
lest range at Chandipur in Orussa. 

Q. Where was the treaty to ban 
landmines signed? 

Ans. Ottawa in Canada It had earlier 
been negotiated in tXIo. 

Q For which roinpanv has Mikhail 
Giiibachev, foimor Pri'sidenl ol UsSR, 
agreed (o feature in its adveilisements’ 

Ans. Pi/Z.i 1 lilt 

Q. WhichStale IS spending o\ei Rs 14 
I ri're in liu' Af')u lii'li aymt illiiin .stheme in 
tfie a.ricnl linancial vuir’ 

.\ns. Ilar\ana It will spend IG J4.7'> 
irore to providi' tm.ini lal assistance lu 
48.43(1 girls and a- m.inv mother-, belong 
ing to the scheduled lastes .iud wi-aker 
sections Ol the soi iet\ 

0 lo uhoiii lias \els.in .Mandela 
handed over iliaigi of I’residoiit ot 
■\MC ’ 

Ans. \i‘lson Mandela handed over 
the presideiuv of the /Mruan National 
Congress to his deputy, Thabo Mbeki, who 
IS likelv to succeed him .is South .Africa's 
f’lvsidenl m 1999 

Q. Name the 33-yeai-oid heir ol 
Agnelli empire, known for the Fiat car, who 
died recently. 

Ans. Giovanni Agnelli I lis death cast 
tloubt over who will lead I ml aftei the 
, present chairman retires this yeai 
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Appilninieiits Be 

.Aei’oiM 11 ), Eiicri.n Eu 

DisTiNcuisHin Visitors 

Kiiii Piif /loiy He has been elected | 

Ronmno Prndi Prime Minister of 

President ol Soiilli Korea ! 

Italy 

Riiluj 'liiiiir. 1 le has been elected Presi- ' 

Aiimira] Vladmir 1 Kuronhv. Com- 

dent ol Pakistan. 

mander-in-Chief of Russian Navv 

Itunit'l Arnp Moi. He has been re- ; 

1Vi7//(Ihi W, Dii/i’i/ US Secretary ot 

eli'iled as President >)f Kenya. 

Commerce. 

jrnnii Shiitlcy: She has been appoinleil 
Prime Minister of New Zeal md. 

Risir.Ni.o 

A1M l’iin,'lilii: He has been appointed 

Kis'/irt/iy K(T,s//iii,y> Chief Minister ot 

Cliief justice of India 

Manipur. 

'/■ K Salhh Cliiiiulnvi 1 le has been ap 

I’R Kynilmir Governor ol Mizoram. 

pointed as Governor of Goa 

Siiliijiiii 1 laiiiur: He has bt'en appointed ’ 

Dim 

India's High Commissioner to L'K 

K S/iiriiniiiiii Kiirtitil/i. 1-minenf 

Ct'plnir Mii/diiyii/iii: He has been ap- 

Kannada writer and Jnanpith award w'in- 

pointed Ambassador ol Rwanda to India 

niT 

V.K Af^nnivil He has been appointed 

Afiitti Cmili. The first woman ocean- 

chairman of the Railway Board 

_L 

ographer, biologist and explorer 

EVENTS 


DECEMBER 

8 —N<’w Zi'ciliiiid's hrsl vvomaii I’riinc 
Mimsti ‘1 li'iiin Shipli’v is sworn in. 

1 .'^—Tratln supnrpowors onJ ilox'rlnpin); 
aiimiricsH-iH’h.i Instonc WIOp.icl to 
iliMr .iwciv intiTiiLitioniil b.irruTs to 
hanking, insiuaiuv and sn< iirili("- in¬ 
dustries 

Is- -Ma npiir khiet Minister Kislnin;^ 
Keishini^ resij’iis alter losing vole n( 
mnlidenee 

IS -t tppii'.ition candidate Kirn Hae |iini; 
IS elected I’resident I'l South Korea 
and pledj;es to abide by the toii^h 
measures pre.a ribed b\ the IMl to 
bail out the counti v Ironi its economic 

crisis 

24—Himachal I’radeshCiovirnorV.S. Kaniii 
Devi dissolves the Slate Assembly 

P-S—(iniarat licnernor Knshnapal Sinf;'! 
dissolves the Slate Assembly Dilip 
I’aiikh is asked to continue as care¬ 
taker Chief Minister. 

— A train accident kills over 3S people 
and injures 100 m (.'astern Punjab in 
Pakistan. 


2fi-~CI5I charfiesheets NF4, chief C K. ^ 
Kamakrishnan, lormer PM Narasimha ■ 
Kao's nephew li. Saniwva Rao and 
Sambasiva Rao in the Lirea scam 
t| —i’akislan PM Nawaz Sharif's candi¬ 
date, Ratir] larar, is elected as Pro'll- ■ 
dent of the country. , 

Thousands of people iiueue up at in 
come tax ccainters across the country ■ 
to declare their concealed income as 
the VDIS draws to a close 

lANUARY 

I—ITedion ( ommission announces poll 
schedule to elect the 12th I,ok Sabha i 
T hese w ill be held on bebruary Jb, 22, ■ 
2S and M.iivh 7, 1908. 
f)—Over 48 passengers are killed as the 
liareilly-Varanasi passenger train i 
rams into the stationery Kashi- | 
Vishwanath I'xpress about 90 km | 
troir. 1 ucknow. i 

I 

—I'ormer Punjab police chief K.P.S, Gill ! 
is ordi red to pay Rs 2 lakh as com- ■ 
pensation to a woman IAS official for 
outraging her modesty. 


8 — The Supreme Court approves the set¬ 
ting-up of a high-power panel, called 
the "Environmental Protection Au¬ 
thority" (EPA), by the Union govern¬ 
ment, to deal with all aspects ol 
pollution in New Delhi. 

9— Tb people arc injured in bomb blast 
near police HQ near income tax office 
in New Delhi. 

— The three RjD ministers in the Gujral 
ministry—Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, 
|ai Narain Nishad and Kanti Singh— 
resign after R|D president Laloo 
Prasad Yadav directed them to do so 
following the floating ot 'Jan 
Morcha' 


MILESTONES 

Andrew Grove: Chief on Intel, 
who has been chosen as Time's Man of 
the Year. 

Mikhail Gorbachev: I'ormer Presi¬ 
dent of the Soviet Union, who has 
signed an advertising campaign agree¬ 
ment with the ,\inerican food giant. 
Pizza Hut. 

S.H. Khan: Chairman of IDBl, 
who has been appointed as chairman 
of the RBI working group to harmonise 
the role and operations of ITs and 
banks. 

Radhanalh Rath: Editor ol Oriya 
daily, 77i(' Siimj. At 102, he is the oldest 
editor of the country. 

ilieh Ramirez Sanchez ("Carlos 
the Jackal"): Linked to some of the t old 
War's most sen.sationa! terror attacks, 
he was sentenced to life in prison by a 
I'rench court. 

Sabeer Bhatia: Another immi¬ 
grant success story in Silicon Valley, 
California, USA. 18 months ago this 29- 
year-old Indian immigrant parleyed an 
idea into Hohmiil, a million-dollar cor¬ 
poration offering free E-mail services 
anywhere in the world. On New Year 
eveHotmil was acquired by Bill Gate's 
Microsoft for a sum over $ 25 million 
(Rs 100 crore) making Bhatia one of the 
quickest mitlionaires in the block. 
Bhatia had started the venture with just 
$ 2000 . 
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The bc',! Iwo lellcrs of the month, ap- . 
pennioi in the box, hniw btrii aminlcd a prize \ 
oj Hs 10(1 (10 nil li Renders lire invited to send ■■ 
us their vines on topics coveied in this issue, j 
Vni( enii also e-mail your response to: i 
desh@ch1.vsiil.nel.in. The decision of the 
T.dilorswillhefiniil. 

THE PLIGHT OF THE EDUCATED 

Yt'iir cover fiMture (Jan 98) explained 
why the educated class has been sidelined. ; 
What we need is good governance. This ■ 
can come if people of calibiv are nominated 
to become ministers. It would also reduce 
corruption because people of eminence 
will stay away from such things. In other ^ 
words, we must professionalise politics j 
Aiiiit Maillotra : 

Mumbai \ 

It was reported mcently that an IAS ; 
officer in Rajasthan was beaten up by a i 
minister. This incident shows hmv the ! 
educated class is treated by politician.^. 
Instead of accepting this behaviour, the 
educated people should aci'ept the ; 
challenge and try to improve their ' 
standing in national life It is high time 
that those who possess high degrees stand 
up with courage against the system that 
undermines them so much | 

Rii'eev .'sinith i\hyi 

Mizoiiiiii ■ 

WHY COUNTRIES GO BANKRUPT? 

Thougii It was a technical topic, you ■ 
have succeedetl in explaining why ! 
countries go bankrupt in an easy language. 
This IS miuh bettei than business 
magazines, which have not lared to 
explain the underlying causes td the 
situation. I am sure ytuir readers appreciate , 
your efforts in making difficult subjcits 
easv 

K K. Gael ' 

Head Depnrtmen! of Coinmeiee 
Govt PG College, Jind, Haryana j 

I 

LEGACY OF AMBEDKAR | 

Though your feature was very good, \ 
I differ on the point that our leaders like ' 
V.P. Singh go abroad for treatment because 
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of incompetent doctors in our hospitals. 
It just shows that the leaders lack the 
morality to live like common people. Used 
to having the government foot their 
medical bills, they do not spare a thought 
about the expenses they arc incurring and 
its effect on medical facilities for the rest 
of the citizens. 

Snri'sh Kumar 

Campbellhay, .Midaman & Nicobar Islands 

DEFECTIONS AND DEMOCRACY 

Your debate (Jan 98) not only brought 
out several aspects of the problem of 
detections but also contained suggestions 
which can curb the problem to a great 
extent, (tur leaders must also inculcate 
some morality. I am stunned at the 
hypocrisy of our leaders when I hear them 
quoting great personalities but doing jast 
tlie opposite No wonder they are able to 
switch loyalties without a twitch of 
conscience. 


Kanika Rose 

/’.() Bandel, West Bciiyii/ | 

Defections cut at the roots of ' 
democracy. Anti-defection laws should be : 
strengthened so that a little morality is | 
introduced in public lite. the people ■ 
.should stop patronising such politicians 
It there is an element of le.ir of the public, i 
defections can be controlled to a very great 
I'Xtent. 

Ncha Sinha ; 

Patna, liihar 

GENERATION GAP AND YOUTH 

Cienera tion gap can be overconK' with ■ 
a little patience from the youtli and a little 
relaxation of restru tions liom the older ■ 
generation This will strengthen fragile 
family bunds. 

Hoiua Chakrahirty ] 
Delhi : 

CUSSED POLITICS 

I agree with the comments of the 
editor (Jan 98) that our politicians have 
left no stone unturned to undo all the ' 
achievements of the Indian people. The i 
country keeps sliding back in spite of | 
the hard work put in by its people. It 
is time the people understood this and 
made attempts to escape from the i 


GLOBAL WARMING 

Your cover story (Feb 98) opened 
my eyes to the danger confronting the 
human rare, In our greed lie the seeds 
of our destruction. The point is whether 
we can change our lifestyles. It seems 
that despite great human intelligence, 
we are unable to stop plundering of 
resources, because of economic 
compulsions. While the rich live 
comfortable lives, the poor have no 
option but to burden the environment 
in order to survive. 

Manohar liisliiioi 
Sri Caii,^anagar, Rajasthan 

WHAT THE EDUCATED SHOULD 
DO? 

A person who gets the privilege 
of being educated often fails to grasp 
the real meaning of his good fortune. 
It is not merely a means to earn one's 
bread. Rather, it enables one to 
understand the significance of events 
taking place and gives power to do 
something about them. When this is 
not done, the person fails to live up 
to his learning Your article points 
out this serious lacuna and 1 hope 
that the educated take up the 
challenge to correct the siliiafion 

Tiishai Kiinta Padhy 
Biirhi. West Rciiyu/ 


siorpion-like clutihc'' of our 
politii lan-i. 

T Dilli’sirei Ran 
/i(iiiy(i/i)>(’, Karnataka 

CM FEATURES 

The I’eisonality feature is really 
helpful for students If they follow its 
advice, they can build a bright future for 
theiTi.selves. 

Viiibliiw lihiirJmij 
llardwar, LIP 

The question papers that you publish 
are excellent. Please do not cut short the 
papers to 'oe continued in the next issue, 
but publish the entire paper in a single 
issue. This will help the students. 

R.S Rat 
Guntur, Andhra Pradesh 
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EDITORIAL 


nappen At last! 


T he lazy huf noisy Congress Party, sinking by the Jay 
Jeepir info the mire of corruption, has sprung info action 
with the entry of Mrs Sonia Gandhi into the electoral fray 
for electioneering purposes. The Party, which had been micing 
banal, slogans will now lm>e to coin some neu' cliches! The lady 
has already, and is likely, to put her pretty foot in the mouth as 
the election scene hots up. Those who look upon lur as a political 
messiah of the Party are in for a disappointment as the novelty 
of the darshan of the cloistered lady 
wears off. Only Ihe die-hard 
sycophants will go on trailing the 
tale! Those more loyal to the queen 
than the queen herself will have 
plenty to "eal", especially their own 
uwrds. The bizarre dance by 
garlanded Mr II. K.L Bhagat will go 
down as the hilarious highlight of 
the pre-election scene on xvhich Mrs 
Sonia Gandhi herself would laugh 
in her xmcaiit mood. 

She IS caught in a trap. /4s she 
goes along Ihe uiijainiliar dusty roads 
and lanes of the country, she would 
fv trailed by inoisible ghosts. She 
herself lia< touched off the Bofors 
ghost, demanding that the names of the recipients of kickbacks be 
made public. She has pulled up the prcinous go'oernments for 
keeping tlicin under the wraps. The ine.rperienccd politician 
conveniently overlooked Ihat most governments she reprimanded 
had been supported by the Congress Party and were under pressure 
not to disclose the names. She has to be reminded that one senior 
Congress minister was sent ivith a letter to the Swiss authorities 
to scuttle the investigation. She will also have to explain the 
hasty flight fiom India of the in(famous) Mr "Q" soon after five 



names were made knoivn to the CBI. The AE Agency, into whose 
account part of the kickbacks was diverted mysteriously, travelled 
to somewhere else. One safe conjecture could be that she has 
been lipped that her late husband's name does not figure in the 
“black" list. The “out-of-court negotiations" going on suggest 
stench coming from the suspected quarters. She also kiioxvs that 
the Swiss authorities had imposed an embargo on the disclosure 
of names involved in Bofors bribery case. With this, she has 
already played her trump card. 

A friend and confidant of 
Nehru-Gandhi family had said about 
the new niessiab of the Congress 
Party that “She would rather beg in 
the streets of Delhi than enter 
politics". Her staunch opposition to 
her pilot husband joining politics is 
also known. Then, why this sudde.i 
lo'oe for the country (that is Bharat) 
wliosi citizenship she was ioatlie to 
accept? Obviously, there are 
compulsions. Sita Ram Kesari is 
none of them. He is only a hoarse 
record player stuck in a groove! 
Nobody takes him seriously, even in 
his own Party. The failures lurk from 
other directions: The Babri Masjid demolition. The t’len Prime 
Minister xvas dozing at that horrendous time of history. The 
Dfieration Blue-Star. Who was ruling the country then? Surely, 
not the "anti-secular" BJP. The BJP has raised six bristling 
questions for her to answer. Will she smile them away? 

Mrs Rabri Devi in Bihar. Mrs Sonia Gandhi at the centre 
stage. Is the post of honour a private station? She is following 
the seven cardinal principles of politics—fhie loaves and two 
fishes. 
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Trading Blocs and Indian imoresis 


rormiilwrt of World Trade Or^anisalwn 
(WTO) on faiiuary 1, 1995 heralded a nexo 
era in the bilateral as well as multi-lateral 
trading relations between x>arious countries 
of the world The rcx’olution in trade, which 
was expected to take place after the replace¬ 
ment of General Af(reenient on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) by WTO, has not quite taken 
place. One of the reasons is that the Trade 
Related Intellectual Property Rii^bts 
(TRIPS), which is an important aspect of 
newly designed multilateral trade arrange¬ 
ment, ttllowsa transition period of II) years, 
upto 2005 AD. One question that still re¬ 
mains to he answered is whether the trading 
blocs would remain releeant beyond 2005 AD 
when WTO gets into full operation, and 
whether joining some trade blocs would ben¬ 
efit India 7 

Boosting the Trade 

E r is an establishetl theory of international 
rade that comparati\ c advantage in pnt- 
duction of a parlieular good or service al¬ 
lows a country to export that particular 
product. While a labour surplus country 
is likely to have comparative advantage 
in the product'-' n of labour-intensive 
products, developed (ountries generally 
have comparative advantage in the pro¬ 
duction of hi-tech, capital-intensive and 
electronic products With a view to ben¬ 
efit from this advantage, it is in the gen¬ 
eral interest to trade in such a manner as 
to ensure that only goods with compara¬ 
tive advantage are produced and ex¬ 
changed in the world. 

All the organisations and institutions, 
set up in the world to boost up the trade, 
essentially hover around this principle. 
Multilateral arrangements like WTO, As¬ 
sociation of South bast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), European Union (EU), North 
American Free Trcde Area (NAFTA) arc 


some such multilateral arrangements. Bi¬ 
lateral agreements include trading agree¬ 
ments, trade pacts, providing MFN (Most 
Favoured Nation) status to the other coun¬ 
try on reciprocal basis and other short and 
long-term bilateral agreements pertaining 
to trade. Tlicse arrangements ensure that 
the mutual trade results in benefit to all 
the partners. 

Every developing country wants its 
trade to expand rapidly. While the ex¬ 
ports provide buoyancy to the economy, 
on the one hand, these also provide pre¬ 
cious foreign exchange to the country, 
on the other. Surging imports ot the capi¬ 
tal goods also result in setting up of more 
efficient machines, higher productivity 
and higher investment levels in the 
economy. I’erhaps, this was the main 
reason that prompted India to )oin WTO 
despite stiff opposition by some quar¬ 
ters within the country. The same reason 
may be responsible for India advocating 
a free trade area in South Asia as well as 
her willingness to be the part of ASEAN 
or APEC. 

Pros and Cons 


T rade blocs have certain distinct ad- 
vanlagcs. It is said that the trade blocs 
help in boosting up the trade as well as 
investment flows. Normally, the trade 
blocs are located in contiguous areas and 
trade within the bloc pushes up the gen¬ 
eral level i' trade by offering lesser trans¬ 
portation costs and bettor mutual com¬ 
parative advantage. When the like- 
minded countries get together to give 
preferential treatment to the products of 
partner countries, investment flows also 
go up reasonably. The sense of belonging 
plays a greater role in the process of con¬ 
fidence-building among all the partners. 
There are others who feel that better in¬ 


vestment flows, rather, depend upon good 
investment policies and attractive pack¬ 
age to the investors abroad. Willingness 
to invest may be there among the trading 
partners, but the actual investmeni would 
certainly flow under a favourable envi¬ 
ronment and encouraging polii ies. 

One major advantage which partners 
of a trading bloc enjoy is that their voice at 
international fora is listened more atten¬ 
tively. For example, in a multilateral fora 
like WTO, the voice ot India alone agamst 
quantitative n’strictions or restrictions on 
account of socio-economic factors like 
labour or environment may gel lost. It. on 
the othei hand, similar coiuern is voii cd 
by a few others belonging to a trading 
bloc, their voice is heard in a belter man¬ 
ner. The stand ol a particular country is 
vindicated by the other like-minded na¬ 
tions and, as a group, the trading bloc 
concerned can rc-ally make an imp.iclon 
various policy matters This logic iiself has 
prompted many political groupings in the 
world 

Developing nations from Siuitb East 
Asia, Africa and I ,atin America decided to 
take a common stani-e on the "new issues" 
that were discussed at the Sinjyipore Min- 
isierial Conlerence in Decembe.- IM'tb. 
Tliesc issues included the sub|ects lixe trade 
and investment and the common ground 
of being developing nations was adopted 
to get together against the nefarious de¬ 
signs of the developed countries. Had 
these countries some trade-grouping also 
behind them, the effect ol the stand taken 
by tliem as a group would have fiecn much 
better. 

Yet, another advantage of trading 
blocs is that all the members get a better 
access to larger markets and the indus¬ 
try gets a big push. In a hypothetical case, 
if India and China decide to be part of a 
trade bloc, both these countries would 
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get an access to about 40 per cent of the I 
total world market. Indian products I 
would, under such an alliance, get the j 
entire Chinese market also, with prefer- l 
ential treatment over the products of j 
other nations. Same would be true to the | 
Chinese products in Indian markets. If i 
the same logic is extended to the pro- ! 
posed SAITA (South Asian Free Trade | 
Area), all the seven member countries ; 
would benefit from larger markets avail- ! 
able to thi'm j 

But, there is a negative side too. Mu- i 
tually favourable treatment by the mem- j 
ber-nations would mean increased | 
restrictions for t)thcrs. In other words, I 
while the partner countries may benefit, | 
rest would get adversely affected. This \ 
also means that the overall gains by part- | 
ner countries may be nullified by the dis- ! 
advantages suffered by rest of the i 
countries and overall trade in the world i 
m.iy not increase appreciably. | 

There are political gains too. Economic 
strengthening also rc'sulls in political up- 
swing lor the member nations. II we iake ; 
example- of European Union (EU), the eco- | 
nomic strengthening of Cermany has pro- - 
vided it with ample political strength on ; 
\'.irious international fora. In the meeting | 
of Croup of Si'ven {('.-7) countries, lor in- ! 
sttuice, the voice of (iernaany kxiav is heard | 
with much more respect, than it was done- 
about a d- ade ago. If bAFTA materialises, 
India would also gam a belter political 
edge in llv- international as well as re¬ 
gional affairs. Hut at the same lime, lor 
smaller countries like Maldives or Bhutan, 
it may result in c-conomic as well as po¬ 
litical domination by bigger countries in 
the said bloc. 

Indian Case 

F or the past lew years now, India has 
been pursuing the policy of boosting 
up its exports and also looking for some 
avenues to join some trading bloc. Trade 
agreements with the erstwhile USSR had 
paid rich dividends for decades, while at 
present trade with CIS nations is negli¬ 
gible. Indian efforts to be part of ASEAN 
or APEC are well known and her 
endeavour to get favourable treatment 
from USA or the EU have occasionally 


paid rich dividends. 

As and when it materialisi-s, SARA is 
expected to do a lot of good to India 
India, being a dominant partner 
amongst SAARC nations, is likely to 
capture most of exports to these coun¬ 
tries. Although in absolute terms the 
trade in the SAARC countries consti¬ 
tutes just I per cent of the world trade, 
the comparative advantage is likely to 
benefit all the trading partners in this 
region. The only obstacle appears to be 
the reluctance of Pakistan to give MEN 
(Most Favoured Nation) status to India. 
It is high time that Pakistan understood 
that bilateral political and diplomatic 
relations do not come in the way of 
economic benefit likely to accrue to the 
entire South Asian region If these coun¬ 
tries also decide to restrict the bids for 
major projects also between them, it 
would ensure that the wealth of these 
countries remains within the region and 
investment would gc^ impetus. The 
group as a whole may also jointly bid 
lor larger contracts elsewhere in the 
world by pooling expertise and resources 

Nagging attitude of Pakistan has led 
to the formation ot a growth quadrangle 
between India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Bangladesh. Yet, another effort to gain 
from trade grouping is the Indian Ocean 
Kim Initiative which includes several In¬ 
dian Oeean nations like Australia, South 
Africa, Singapore, Mauritius, Oman and 
Kenya In addition, to the economic gains 
that are expected to be achieved, this ini- 
tiativc would also promote and redis¬ 
cover littoral, social and ruitural 
relations that f-xisted between these 
countries for centuries. 

Hence, formation of smaller groups 
has been the recent trend which has 
benefitlcd the member countries. Orowth 
triangles and quadrangles have been 
formed by the countries which are already 
part of a multilateral trade bloc The ex¬ 
ample of a growth triangle between Indo¬ 
nesia, Malaysia and Philippines can be 
quoted. These countries are members of 
ASEAN also. Yet another quadrangle, in 
which India is also a member, has been 
formed with Bhutan, Nepal and 
Bangladesh. On Indian part, idea behind 
formation of this sub-group was to im¬ 


prove trade in the north-eastern parts of 
tlic country. More than India, this group- 
i ing is likely to boost the trade of smaller 
I and economically underdeveloped coun- 
. tries like Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh, 
which, so far, aa- not members of any 
trade bloc. 

However, despite the efforts by In- 
i dia, the pertormance of exports has con¬ 
tinued to remain grim. During the 
previous year, the growth rate of exports 
was just 4 per cent. Even during l‘t97- 
‘IS, the trend has not been encouraging. 
Some experts feel that the trade quad¬ 
rangles formed by India were rather dip¬ 
lomatic in nature, hence no economic 
gains could be had If the initial prob¬ 
lems are overcome, it is expected that 
! soon these sub-groupings would start 
yielding results. 

I ConclusPon 


L ike any other country, India also 
hopes to gain from the trade blocs as 
I well as small growth triangles and quad- 
1 rangles. The fall or stagnation of exports 
is a complex phenomenon and there arc 
I many factors that interact to determine 
I trade performance ot a country. A host 
i of factors, like exchange rate and trad- 
I ing polities, international situation, in- 
I diu trial performance, elc. also have a lot 
I of influence on the trade ot a country. 
; Undoubtedly, the theory of comparative 
i advantage still holds good and the con- 
' centralion on specialised goods and ser¬ 
vices e. largely achieved by the trade 
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blocs. 

However, It would be wrong to pre¬ 
sume that trade blocs ofler a panacea to 
all the trading problems. Diplomatic re¬ 
lations at times affect the trade rel-ition 
too. Restrictions from within also act as 
dampner. The example of WTO can be 
quoted where despite best of intentions, 
some of the developed countries have 
been able to raise internal barriers on the 
trade from developing country members 
It has also been observed that the trade 
blocs occasionally offer nothing more 
than a platform to hold discussions. It is 
only the closely knit trade blocs like EU 
or NAFTA which actually benefit the 
member countries. 
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The Medb and Elections 


The tlirei twe nj the F.lcction Cemmis- '■ 
sum (I'.C) bintnmg the publmtion and bwad- | 
o/opimon and exit polls for tm weeks i 
prior to the end ofwtini; on February 28 has j 
brought into fonis the role of media durini^ | 
the elections. The I’ress Council has also laid ] 
guidelines for publishin;f such simvys. VJliile \ 
some people haoe welcomed these directives. | 
others feel that they impini^e on the right to 1 
information. \ 

There is no denying the fact that the j 
media has a major role to play during the I 
elections. While most newspapers arc obiec- 
tive and gnv a balanced picture, some media 
organisations may adopt partisan stand and 
use opinion polls and election coverage to iiv j 
fluence the minds of the voters. F.leetronic media \ 
has the potential to reach out a large section of ' 
the population. In this feature, we discuss the i 
impact of the latest directin’ of the LC and the ] 
role of the media during elections \ 

I N €i dcmoirac)’ tlif modia pliiys a very I 
important role during the elections. It i 
must inform and disseminate information 
about different politicid parlies, their lead¬ 
ers, what they stand lor, and analyse the 
impact they w'lll have on the national 
scene. This role is being fullilled by differ¬ 
ent media organisations in different ways. 

While .some UK-dia organisations fulfil 
ihis role quite well, others are partisan in 
their approach, ivporting events selectively ! 
or publishing commenlaries which are bi- i 
asi’d and which reflect tin individual views 
of writers. Political parties may bribe jour¬ 
nalists and editors to colour the contents ; 
of reports oi commentaries to suit them | 
Newspapers can also he used to bypass the ! 
expenses limit set by the r.lection C ommis- ' 
sion. Tor instance, parties mav start their I 
own publications or use existing publica- ’ 
tions for propaganda, claiming that some- ^ 
one else is publishing if and it should not , 
be included in their poP expenses. Elec- ; 
tronic media is also used by political par ■ 
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ties through clever means. The line between 
paid advertisements and editorial cover¬ 
age is thin and lias often been breached. 

There is, thus, a need for some kind of 
control, whether self-imposed or from an 
external authority, to prevent violations ! 
by the media. Of course, it would be im- | 
possible to control the editorial policies of | 
thousands of newspapers across the coun¬ 
try and some may well support one party 
or the other. However, even if we look at 
the bigger newspapers, we find that elec¬ 
tion coverage is not what it should be. 
The media is not fulfilling its role of in¬ 
forming and analysing very well. | 

I 

Present Election Coverage i 

E LEC'TION coverage in the media con¬ 
sists ot two parts: first, the news sto¬ 
ries of immediate events and, second, po- | 
liticdl commentaries and analyses. If we j 
look at the major newspapers and telcvi- j 
sion channels, we find that both leave I 
muih to be desired 

The news reporters seem to be ob¬ 
sessed with personalities and report cv- j 
cry frivolous detail. They seem to bo ; 
obsesseil with trivial matters, includmg | 
comments, style ol dressing, and paint too 
much meaning into small events. Leaders 
are followed rolentlesslv and asked some 
questions as they step out of their cars or 
are going from one place to the other. 
Usually, they have ni'thing fo say, except 
from expressing the hope that their party 
will win. This is tne journalism of 
"sSoundbyles" which has been in vogue in 
Western nations—it has encouraged medi¬ 
ocrity in reporting. In their enthusiasm to 
gel a comment for the evening news, they 
pursue the leaders, highlighting their 
meaningless quotes. In recent times, we 
have seen an obsession of the media with 
Mrs Sonia Gandhi. Television news have 
reported even the little details about her. 


as to who went to meet her and who didn’t, 
Meanings have been assigned to these vis¬ 
its, because she was inaccessible. Report¬ 
ers have static ned themselves outside her 
residence and television channels have 
showed cars going in and mil. This can 
haidly be called responsible election cov¬ 
erage. 

This is nothing but speculation and 
one does not expect media organisations 
to indulge in rumour-mongering, as liiey 
have been doing Newspajiers have been 
no better. Usuallv, the analysis provided 
by them con.sists ot articles having no link 
with reality. This is the reason that, tliough 
newspapers liave increased the numherof 
pages for election coverage, tew peiijili' 
actually read them This is more (rue tor 
this election, which has been described as 
an election without anv issue 7he people 
have also lost interest in the unethiCiil i oa- 
litions among leaders and the raising of 
the rather moribund Botors issue, when 
larger ca- es ot corruption have gone un¬ 
punished in the eountrv. Tlie media coiikl 
have served a larger ri'le by prov'din;; 
meaningful eover.ige, which has been SiU - 
rificed lor shorl-lerm sensalionalism. 

The personality-based coi'erage, jires- 
ertly in vogue in India, could well be mis¬ 
used by partii's IntiTviews are telixast or 
published w'hich are blatant propaganda 
but which arc passed oft as investigative 
I journalism. Instead of pulling in paid ad¬ 
vertisements, parties may emjiloy public 
relations firms or even bribe journalists to 
j carry such mailer. Speculative reports, as 
! the ones related to Sonia tiandbi, could 
I create an aura about certain personalities 
I and even destroy others. This is not far 
I fetched: if we Like a look at old newspa¬ 
pers, we find some very wrong reports have 
been published in the past, even by reputed 
newspapers and magazines. 

The Press Council has given its ad- 
vicf that reports should be objective, that 





exaggerated reports should be sluinned, 
that newspapers should not leave out any 
important point while reporting on the 
aetual campaign There is nothing wrong 
with the ad\'ice, except that it is not bind¬ 
ing and cannot be enforced. In any case, 
the Press Council is ill-equipped to deal 
with complaints and takes several months 
if not years, to do anything in the matter. 
It has been referred to as a "watchdog 
without teeth" as it does not have legal 
powers and newspapers do not take it 
seriously. The media's role during elec¬ 
tions must therelore be self-regulatory. 

Opinion polls 

T 1 IIS vear, attention has been drawn on 
the publication of opinion polls. They 
predict the outcomes ot elections and it is 
leared, the forecasts may influence the 
minds ot voters. It is not known how and 
to what extent this may happen; some 
voters may desert a losing party and vote 
lor die trend in other States, while others 
may decide to \ ote for the losing party to 
make it win in their State, lo prevent such 
shifts to occur, the Press Council had 
mentioned some lestriclions that may 
.ipply to all sections ot the media. The 
J-.leclion Commission has also issued 
guidelines for publication of opinion and 
I’xil polls, though there would be no pen- 
allii'S foi violation. 

It has heen argued that thougli com- 
immal and seditious propaganda can he 
detec led, it is not so in the case ot opinion 
siitvey.s, some ol which may ho planted. 
1 he Press Council has suggesU-d that siu h 
survc’ss should be pielaced by informa¬ 
tion .ihowing which agenev has Ciinductecl 
the survey, the si/.e and nature of the 
sample and the method of selection of the 
sample I\i| polls should not be published 
till the end ot the polls. 

There is hardly anything objection¬ 
able in these guidelines. Readers can make 
out tor themselves whetlicr the polls are 
genuine or not, it such information is 
given. Moreover, such information is very 
much a part ol any statistical survey. Some 
newspapers, however, say that the restric¬ 
tions violate the right to information and 
freedom of the pres.® The chairman of the 
Press Council, Justice P.B. Sawant, has 


maintained that publication of opinion 
surveys is no diffeient fmm influencing 
voters through money or muscle power. 
Even in other countries, there are restric¬ 
tions: the publication of such surveys is 
restricted in as many as .10 countries In 
France, it is unlawful to publish the results 
ot opinion polls a week before the date ol 
polling. In Germany, publication of exit 
polls arc banned until the polling stations 
are closed. 

Critics say that while some countries 
may have restrictions on publication of 
opinion polls, others do not, most nota¬ 
bly USA and UK, In the USA, television 
networks have decided by consensus not 
to release exit polls from Eastern areas till 
I voters on the Western coast have had a 
I chance to cast their vote. It is really diffi- 
I cult to argue for freedom of the press in 
j this matter since there is nothing inher- 
I ently wrong in restricting publication of 
I surveys till all have cast their votes. In 
! any case, surveys have proven to be 
; widely off the mark. In flic classic case 
' of miscalculation, the opinion polls dur- 
i ing the US Presidential of 1940 showed 
i Dewey ahead of Truman, but was 
trounced by Truman. Restrictions on 
I publication of opinion polls, which may 
I be quite off the mark anyway, can hardly 
! be said to conflict with the right to in- 
; tormation. It is ditficull to imagine what 
: public interest is served by their publi- 
I cation before completion ol polling, 
; since they do not reflect the true result. 
' tin the other hand, they may hinder tree 
and fair elections by creating a wrong 
' impression. 

'Ihe whole debate about opinion sur- 
; veys is also rendered obsolete by the ad¬ 
vance of technology such as the Internet 
Today, any inlormation can be widely dis¬ 
seminated through it and anybody can 
use it. Satellite television can also cir 
j cumvent such rules. The controversy is 
' quite needless and it may have been 
i much better it the newspapers llicm- 
■ selves had agreeil to some restrictions by 
I consensus. 


Quality coverage 

T he debate about opinion surveys has 
eclipsed the more important role of the 


media, of providing quality election cov¬ 
erage. At present, our media organisations 
ar(^ obsessed with personalities and trivial 
issues. Newspapers are publishing com¬ 
mentaries by tile "sr-nior journalists", 
meaning pniple who have heen writing 
about political issues for the past 2.s vears. 

No publication has showed anv tresh ap¬ 
proach to elections. Television programmes 
are trying to ape American networks and 
the result is reporting of the sensational or 
trivia 

Indian media still has not matured 
as far as election coverage goes. At the 
same time, nobody has atldrcssed the cor¬ 
ruption in the media itself. Today, it is 
common for public relation firn^s to cul- 
tivati journalists and planting storios. 
I’ress confen-nccs am used openly for giv¬ 
ing gifts and bribes to [ournalists In such 
a scenario, the readei leels shortchanged 
as unbiased election coverage is not avail¬ 
able. 

Instead of crying wolf over the mat¬ 
ter of opinion surveys, it would have been 
belter if the media does an introspection 
and tries to remove the faults within it. 
Otherwise, it will have only itself to blame 
if readers and viewers turn away. Already, 
such a shift is occurring. The National 
Readership Survey points out that the 
reach of newspapers is diminishing. 

I hough the reach ot television is inereas- 
ing, viewers do not watch anv programme 
completely. Newspapeis and television 
channels may find the going increasingly 
dittieult. The ability to change channels 
with a remote eoiitrol seriously inhibits 
flu* qualitative reach ot televisii'n. In the 
1 case of election coverage-, a \ lewer niiiy 
' have little patieme and will change 
; channels the moment some trivia is 
shown. 

There is nothing wrong in the de¬ 
mand lor unbiased, non-casteist and 
nor-communal reporting. The bogey of 
freedom of the press should not be raised 
on such issues. Instead, the media should 
j impose certain restrictions on itself It 
should realise that in today's world, the 
I consumer has the final choice Theaver- 
; age consumer is turning away from the 
! election coverage and newspapers 
: should assess themselves why this is 
I happening. 
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CMna—An Emeiiiing SapennwerP 


AccordttiK to World Hank projections, by 
the year 2020 China 's will be one of the IcadinK 
global economies in PI’P terms, to he followed 
ini the United States, Japan, India, Indonesia, 
Cermanv, South Korea and others (see chart) 
That China has survived the economic 
meltdown that overtook the Asian Tigers 
indicates the relatively insular nature of its 
economy, and assures China watchers that the 
World Hank forecasts may indeed he true. 

The United States earlier recognized the 
enormous potential of China and decided that j 
it loas “too big to he ignored" US-China | 
relations today, therefore, arc marked by | 
constructive engagement rather than 
confrontation. 

Today’s world is uni/iolar with the United 
States as the sole superpower. lloivei>er, more 
power centres are emerging and we may soon • 
witness u multipolar world, of which China j 
will be one 0 } the defining poles | 
Notwithsliiiidiiig the economic crisis presently | 
engulfing South-Last Asia, the future potential \ 
in the 21st Century lies in the Asiu-Pacific \ 
region in which China has immense potential j 
to influence economically and militarily. | 

Sleeping Giant I 

A lmost two ccnturich a)> 0 , Napoleon i 
Bonaptirte had said. "China, there's a ; 
sleeping giant. Awaken ium and he will 
shake the world." hmm the humiliation of i 
ransacking ot licijing during the Boxer i 
rebellion, Japanese aggression, the Civil j 
war between the communists and i 
nationalists, and the Korean War, China is | 
now emerging as a superpower by its own | 
making. This has been made possible by 1 
the extraordinary foresight of Chinese j 
leaders who demonstrated an ability to | 
plan in tlie long-term, in accordance witlr ' 
their strategic perceptions and core i 
national interests. I 

Chinese foreign relations are marked 
by 'realpolitik', and a marked element of 
their policy is to never bargain from a 


position of weakness and to never accept 
the resolution of an issue to their 
disadvantage. 

China is roughly three times the size 
of India, with a population of 120 crorcs, 
compared to India's 90 crores. In 1949 the 
economic development of the two 
countries was almost at the same level, 
but the state of tlieir economy—by current 
mdicators—is way ahead. 

China learnt extensively from the 
Great Leap Forward (1958-1962), during 
which almost 40 million Chinese died ot 
starvation resulting from a disastrous anti¬ 
market policy. The subsequent Cultural 
Revolution (1966-1976) was another 
periiH,! of upheaval, characterised by State 
terrorism, arising partly due to a power 
struggle, which caused the death of 
another 10 million people. 

Reforms and Booming Economy 

I N 1978, China embarked on a 
modernisation drive, opening up 
gradually to the outside world. Apart from 
reforming the economy, they chose to 
undertake the four modernisations— 
science and technology, agriculture, 
industry and defence forces, in that order 
In the first twelve years of reform 
(1978-1990), China attracted more than US 
$ 20 billion of foreign investment, far more 
tlwn any other developing country for the 
same period. In 1992, CT.ina accounted for 
nearly 75 per cent of the increase in foreign 
direct investmeni inflows into developing 
economies. In 1995 alone, there w'as an 
investment inflow of US $ 26 billion, 
ranking second only to USA. By 1993, 
multinational companies accounted for 
over a quarter ot China’s exports, 
compared to nine per cent in 1989, even 
as the volume of total exports went up 
from US $ 53 billion to US $ 92 billion in 
just four years. China's foreign exchange 
reserves in September, 1997, were pegged 


I at US $ 136 billion. 

I China also recorded exceedingly 
impressive growth rates. In 1992 and 199.L 
the GDP growth was 13.6 and 13.4, 
respectively. However, there was a 
downward trend and the GDP growth fell 
to around 9.7 in 1996. Chinese economists 
now hope to achieve a growth in economy 
of at least seven or eight per cent for the 
next two years. 

Inflation, which had zoomed to 14.5 
and 21.7 during 1993 and 1994,-was 
brought down to a manageable level of 
6.1 per cent in 1996, a level the Chinese 
economists hopi- to maintain. 

Willi Zhu Rongi, the economic wizard 
now slated to repLice Li Peng as Prime 
Minister, China intents to continue 
boosting its economy. China's economv 
has already got a massive boost with the 
merger ot Hong Kong 

Sino-Indian Relations 

E v' 1986, India-China rel.ilions appeared 
o seveial analysts to be at then lowest 
ebb since 1962. That a next lndo-Chin<i 
war was inevitable was proclaimed bv 
Neville Maxwell lodav, the relations 
between the two are being described as 
being on the upswing. 

Much ot this IS linked to the global 
developments, including the demise of the 
Soviet Union. Some presume that 
improvement ot Sino-Indian relations 
followed the break-up of USSR. 

This is not wholly true. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China in 
1988, even betore Gorbachev went to 
China—in 1989 when the Soviets also 
quit Afghanistan. The Soviet Union 
ciisintegrated in 1991, by which time 
three Joint Working Group (JWG) 
meetings between China and India had 
been held. 

The improvements in Sino-Indian 
relations are ascribed to major domestic 


670 MARCH '96 COMPETITION MASTER 




Most Comprehensive and Up-to-Date 
Books on General Knowledge 











shifts in both countries. Atlei ttie siiio- 
Indianstand-ofl in W(inj;iiun)’ in Hu' 
first pulilic symbol ot inuicisi.iiulm!: in 
bilateral relations was tin t liinese n .u in m 
to the Sn [.anka .i^reenienl w lu n i hm.i. 


tietiiu’<.l hilt lontested one in the eastern 
seefoi llie MeNlahon I me (a boundary 
ai;reed b\ si: HenrvNK Mahon, the British 
repiesciitalive at the I'-tlT-iyU Simla 
.oinereiiu on libel, lo wliieh t'luna was 


i tontamounted to an acceptance of the 
s/i//i(s luio, and it IS unlikelv that the 
relations bi’tvvivn the I wo countries would 
ttari- up in near future because ot the 
, border issiii 


like the USA and olheis, apc’erid to 
accept the aelivc IiuImii lole .ind 
responsibility in Sn j aid i 

President liaiii; /''luin. dmiiie, hi-' 
visit to Iniiia and I’akist.m in Nin emher- 
Dccomber alluded to the l ivi- 

Principles o( l'''.uetul ( oeMSteme, which 
worejointh’ inili.iled h\ late Preinier/hou 
Fnlai and Prime Minister \ehru in mid- 
1950s. 

liany, reiterated the aspc'ct ot the 
world's eontinued multipolarisation, more 
vocal calls tor peace and development bv 
nations and peoples, (’rowing weight ol 
economic factors in international relations, 
rising trend of resorting lo consultation 
and dialogue rather than confrontation in 
settling international dispute-’ and 
increasing unpopularity of power politics 
and hegemonism. 

"Though we still have some 
outstanding prohlein-- left from our 
history", said Jiang, "I can sav lor sure 
that our common interests lor outweigh 
our difterences, as neithei ot us poses a 
threat to the other." lie thus sliessed on 
the need tor a peaceful environmeiil. 

Border Dispute 

T HI- unlortunate border dispute wlh 
India arose mainlv due to ilu- vagiii- 
demarcation ol border.'during liie I'mtish 
rule over Indi.i When the Sino-huli.- 
dispute i-rupled in 14^'), Uhina w.is in 
physical occupal’”i ot the Aksai i tun 
plateau, through whiih Iraveised Ilu- 
Xingiang highwav, ll'e onh lile line U' 
Tibet from the west IS!eiilb-easl riinilier 
Agency (no-., Anmaili.il I'ladeshi w.i-' 
administered by India 

The seeds ol dispute were alieadv 
there in th(- nature ol 'trontici--'’ inherited 
by both lO'.mlries, when India gamed 
independence in .August I'147 and when 
the Peoph-'s Ui-puhlii of (.’lima iv.is 
established in Oitolu-r Fheu- wa'- a 
no clearly deliiu-d houndar\- in the western 
sector in Ladakh .iiul middle seitor 
(Himachal Pradesh-Lltar Pradesh), and a 


not a p.n K ) 

I hinailciims'^S,(ilkKi]uaiekilumetres 
in ^.•Kl.l^.h i Aksai ( hin) and is iilreadv in 
OKupatioii ill 3(vS(lii scjii.iri- kilometres ol 
this area In .Ariinachal Pradesh, its claim 
is apppiximaleh yOndO si.]uare kilometres. 
In addition, there are s.mall pockets in 
Himachal anil Uttar Pradesh that are 
claimeil hv (. lima 

In PtSl, t liina I'tlered to India a 
'package deal' wlu-rebv u would turego 
its claim on .Arimaclial Pradesh in 
ex'haiigi- foi a loiicession to it of 
keeping the Aksai t'hin plati-au in 
Ladakh India msi-'led on a soctor-lo- 
seclor M-solution, wliich was agieed to 
hy t. lime, 

C liina's otfei i>l the 'paikage deal' 


Peaceful tnvironment 

C IT1N.\, in iail, reiiuiies a peaceful 
regional and international 
environment toi continuing its economic 
and other development programmes It 
has displayed maiked pragmatism in 
settling itsbordordisputes w ilh ils smaller 
neighbours. It easii\ n-soKi-d and 
finalised its borders wilb .Vh.inm.ii in 
lyW), Nepal in Mongi'lia iwliuh 
provides it a bulfer with l\iis-'ia) m Juh? 
and l.aiis in lyy.U 

Chiiia has recenllv sorti-i! out a part 
ot its hordei pioblem with Ru-'Sia 
enabling il to w ithdiaw .i si/i-able number 
ot troops. Il lias -.imil.iil\, n.tched an 


Main Aspects of Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement. 
September 1993, with India 

■ Pending ultimate solution of the boundary question the two sides shni' strictly 
respect and observe the Line of Actual Control (LAC) between the two sirics. 

■ Military forces close to LAC to be mEunlained at the minimum level 

■ Mihlaiy lorcns along the LAC to be reduced, based on the principle of mutual 
and equal security. 

■ Effective Contidence Building Measures (CBMs) to bo worked out thu-ugh. 
consLiltaiions along LAC. Prior notification of inililary exercises of special ievoi 
to be given. 

■ Each side U; appoint diplomatic and military experts to toim-ilatr. ihroiigh 
mutual consullaticns t'ne implementation measures of this agn-oment 

■ Experts to advise the Joint Working Group on lesolution ot differences 
pertaining to the alignment of LAC and issues relating to redeployment rlue 
!-) rediiclion ol military forces along LAC. 

Main Aspects of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs). 
November 1996 

■ Neither side shall use its military capability against the other 

■ Th two sides reiterate their determination to seek a fair, reasonable and 
mutually acceptable settlement of the boundary question. 

■ Prevent air intrusions and dangerous military activities along the LAC. 

■ Strenginen exchanges and cooperation between their military personnel and 
establishments in the border areas. 

■ Render assistance along LAC during natural disasters. 
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understanding with the Commonwealth 
of Independent States—Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgzstan and Tajikistan. With Vietnam 
and India the process is underway. 

Today, China does not support 
Pakistan over the Kashmir issue and 
favours a bilateral resolution of the 
problem. Tnis attitude is mainly due to 
China's own susceptibility in Muslim- 
dominated Xingiang where Uighur 
separatists have created considerable law 
and order problems China is also 
sensitive to the Tibet issue, which has not 
been played up by India. Within China 
there is a real danger of Uighur and 
Tibetan separatists forming a nexus to 
enlarge the 'splittist' movement, as China 
terms it. 

Future Challenges 

T he impressive economic 

achievements, however, have eclipsed 
a significant failure of Deng's reformist 
regime, of being unable to construct 
durable political institutions that are able 
to safeguard its economic interests. The 
fragile institutional foundations of the 
political system are held responsible for 
declining governability in contemporary 
China. 

A fall in GDP, incidence of labour 
unrest and disputes, stagnant peasant 
incomes and a large rural-urban income 
gap visible in the early 1990's caused 
serious concern. 

Rural discontent spiralled due to 
deterioration in the peasants' well-being. 
Large-scale rioting in rural areas was 
reported in 11 major provinces in 1993. 
This indicated an evident slip in the 
government's social control—rising crime 
graphs in cities and the breakdown of law 
and order in villages. An opinion poll in 
1994 indicated that 50 per cent of the 
respondents were dissatisfied with the 
state of public security. 

Deterioration of political 
institutions has been ascribed to a 
weakening of ideological appeal. 
Political decay also occurs as a 
consequence of the emergence of rival 
social and political forces. A rapid 
change in the environment— 
introduction of economic and political 


liberalisation—tends to generate shocks. 
A serious symptom of ungovernability 
has been the sharp rise of crime rates 
and the government's reduced ability to 
deal with law and order problems. The 
rise of lawlessness hit China's 
countryside particularly hard. The 
problem of banditry, earlier eliminated, 
has returned on an alarming scale. 

However, the political reality in China 
is complex. Analysts opine that the same 
process of economic reform and social 
change that has caused institutional decay 
has also generated forces of institutional 
renewal. 

The transformation of deeply 
established economic and political 
institutions—lire conunand economy and 
the Leninist political system—requires the 
uprooting of many of their basic 
components. The modality and speed of 
such dismantling varies from country to 
country. 

In the erstwhile Soviet Union and 
Eastern European countries, the process 
of abolishing communism assumed a 
revolutionary form with comparative 
suddenness. 

In China it is controlled and 
proceeding at a slower pace. This 
evolutionary process has, thus, kept the 
politico-socio-economic changes under 
check and set the foundation for 
institutional renewal. 


j China has embarked on a well- 
j planned transition into the next century. 
It is ensuring for itself a placid 
environment, conducive for growth. 
Alongwith internal consolidation, it has 
I focus^ on stabilising its land borders and 
I identified its interests to lie in the 
I region of the South China Sea which 
j will provide to it strategic advantages 
I like the availability of minerals and 
j other rc.sources, apart from the use of 
I oceans, but, it wants to handle its 
I claims in the Spratlys and Paracel 
islands diplomatically without 
antagonising countries of the Asia- 
pacific region. 

As for China's relations with the USA, 
j they characterise the coexistence df 
competition and cooperation. Areas of 
dissonance are human rights issues, 
differences over Intellectual Property 
Rights, Chinese support to North Korea 
and Myanmar and the export of sensitive 
technology to Pakistan and Iran. 
Likewise,* the Chinese resent the US 
support to Taiwan and the Tibetan cause. 
All in all, US economic interests—pressed 
mainly by business lobbies—reign 
supreme in Sino-US relations, out of 
j which China has mastered the art to 
i extract the best. 

China is clearly heading for a 
prominent regional and global role in its 
I transition to the next century. 
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DFRATP- njRr.iiRQinw 


Siioulil Standanls be ImMenid 16 
FuMl QiioiasP 


There is perliups iiollini;^ wroii;; u’ilh the 
policy of affiiiiKitwc action, or rcscrvalions, 
which aims to help those communities which 
were iliscriminntcd a\'aiiht earlier. The policy 
has existeil in Imho tor .'50 years now. Very 
often, staiulards haiv Invii lewcrcd ami unquali¬ 
fied people have gained johs Ivcaiise o/helon^'- 
ini; to certain castes. The consequences of this 
are only Ivcoimu'^ ohoious now. In many in- 
stanees, public safety has been jeopardised due 
to lack of Irutniny or qualifications of operat¬ 
ing stajf The Railways are the prime example 
of such jjross mismaiwfjement. The public sec¬ 
tor and many departments in the jjooernment 
have Iven victim ofhavin;^ toj^iw employment 
to untrained people. 

In ihis issue, nv debate whether such a 
policy actually helps aniione Does il help 
upliftinent of the downtrodden ’ What purpose 
is serzvd when public scrmces have to make do 
with unskilled pcojde ' What could be the solu¬ 
tion, which would sene the dtsadi'anla;(cd com¬ 
munities but does not cause a threat to the safety 
of common people? 

Mr A Vriends, we luve been given a 
topic that has become verv important 
today. lA’t me My that we are not dis- 
cus.sinp reservation.s pei se. What we 
have to discus.*; is the consequences of 
giving jobs tliat '.>quire certtiin skills to 
someone who does not have them, 
because certain racial t|uotas have to be 
filled. If we take the **xample of Indian 
Railways, we saw' that the present 
minister gave jobs to a nun>ber of people 
simply for belonging to certain castes 
Managing traffic is a job requiring 
responsibility and a person managing it 
should ha\ e certain skills and training. 
When people without these skills were 
appointed, accidents resulted, as has 
happened during the past year Crores of 
rupees W'orth ot property have been lost 
and many people have been killed or 


injured. The railways' record of safety 
has nose-dived in these two years. But 
this is nut all. Public sector companies 
and government undertakings are forced 
to employ people just to fulfil quotas 
and many of the accidents taking place 
in them could well be traced to having 
unskilled workers where skilled ones are 
needed. In many cases, the accidents 
could well be hidden, becau.se records 
are not available. Government hospitals 
are in a mess because they are manned 
by incompetent doctors. We have to 
discuss how jobs can be given to the 
disadvantaged without compromising 
.safety of the people 

MrB This is indeed an interesting 
topic as it has an impact on every 
person who use's public .services. Surely 
evervone has a right to safety. If they 
employ pwiple witliout the basic qualifi¬ 
cations, the quality of the services will 
undoubtedly suffer. Unfortunately, 
standards have been continuously 
ci'mpromised to fill quotas. When 
qualified or trained people from certain 
communitira are not available, the 
minimum requirements are lowered to 
make the applicants eligible. Cases have 
been reported where students were 
adn\itted in medical colleges with as 
little as I mark in the qualifying exami¬ 
nation. In the case of jobs, employees are 
promoted whether they possess ad¬ 
equate skills or not, as long as the 
reservation criteria is .satisfied. You are 
right the public safety has been 
jeopardised. Many of the accidents 
reported in recent times have been 
attributed to human error. What this 
means is that there were employees who 
overlooked some aspect or die other 
because they were incompetent. So the 
policy of fulfilling quotas must be 


reviewed. Instead of lowering standards, 
would it not be better if the ability of tlie 
people was raised so that they could 
qualify? 

MrC You have a very relevant 
point there I think reservation ot jobs is 
a very good idea as il helps in .social 
justice. The castes which have been 
discriminated agaiii.d tor centuries cail 
rise to responsible positions. This implies 
that certain benefits be given so that 
they have the facilities which were 
denied to them earlier, liven in the USA, 
the policy of affirmative action flour¬ 
ished in the WtiOs under flu- leadership 
of I’ivsidents Johnson and Kennedy to 
help blacks. But that country was able U; 
sec how reservations on strict racial 
quotas were turning counter productivi' 
as it led to lowering ol standards. This 
resulted in the famous Bakke case in 
1*174 against the University of California, 
where a student brought a suit that lie 
had been wrongfuliv denied admission 
to medi:al school solely beuiuse lu' was 
white. t)n June 28, 1*178, the US Supreme 
Court ruled that the use of strict racial 
quotas in determining university admis¬ 
sions was unconstitutional. On the 
contrary, the country was able to provide 
avenues for betterment tor the blacks so 
that they can rise by being competitive, 
which is evident in the tact there are so 
many blacks in American public life. I 
think our country too should encourage 
competition and excellence rather than 
racial quotas, which lead to mediocrity 
and incompetence. 

MrD Yes, a person who knows he 
can get somclliing easily will never 
strive for self-improvement. Such a 
policy would make him complacent. Il 
does not encourage anyone to rise to a 
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particular level. Instead, we are con¬ 
stantly lowering standards to enable 
entry of people of certain races or castes. 
How does it uplift the person? On the 
other hand, it gives a crutch to him for 
the rest of his life. His colleagues who 
may have come up the hard way will 
look down on him. If it involves public 
dealings, people will avoid him. It 
would be much better if, instead, the 
individual strives for becoming better so 
that he is respected for his ability than 
holding a job because of his caste. The 
solution may lie in giving facilities lor 
backwaid students rather than lowering 
standards. 

MrE 1 disagree with you there. You 
have to see that many people have 
suffered for centuries because of the 
Manuvadi society. There was great 
racial discrimination. You cannot 
compare us with USA too, because 
things were very different there. Be¬ 
cause ol this discrimination, which 
exists to this day, some communities 
have no way to come in the national 
nuinstream Reservations is the only 
way that the Indian society will give 
anything to the backward castes. When 
no facilities are available to them how 
can they compete with the others, who 
an' so atlluent and have the best facili¬ 
ties? Only when seals and jobs are 
reserved for them can they reach 
anvv here at all. book at the most 
backward States and the poorest 
people. iM'n today they are massacred 
tor belonging to certain castes. How 
should they come up? Though many 
people are against reser\ aliens, no 
suggestions have been lorthcoming as 
to how certain communities can be 
uplifted. Your attitude is typical ol 
higher castes which have suppressed 
the others for so long 

Mr A I ct US accept for a moment 
that communities can be uplifted only 
thniugh racial quotas. 1 would just like 
to ask you whether these quotas have 
led to iong-term benefits. True, seats 
have been reserved in educational 
institutions and in government jobs, but 
what beyond that? Also look at the 


disasters occurring these days because 
untrained people had to be given jobs to 
fill certain quotas. Wc otten complain 
that doctors do not work in villages. 

What about the people from lower castes 
who have become doctors. Whv don't 
they go back to their villages and help 
their communities? The fact is that 
nobody wants to be treated by them, 
even those belonging to their iwn caste. 
All they can do is to enjoy the perks ot a 
government job for the rest ot their life. 

I How much better would it have been if 
i they were competent diKtors instead, 
j respected for their work by all communi- 
j lics^ The point is that lowering the 
I standards hurt them as w'ell as their 
i community, not to mention what their 
j incompetence would have cost the 
j ordinary people who went to them for 
■ treatment. After all, a certain minimum 
j capability is required in all professions. 

IMrB Even if disasters do not 
i happen, the danger of having an 
I incompetent man in any position 
I always exists. The public sector has 
i never been competitive, since it had to 
i bear the cost of all the social commit¬ 
ments of the government Now, the 
nationalised banks face the threat ot 
closure because they cannot survive in 
the liberalised environment. The 
insurance industry has survived 
because the sector is still protected. In 
organisations such as these, not only 
arc jobs lescrved but promotions are 
also governed by quotas. Many times a 
position continues to lie vacant as 
qualified people from the backwaid 
castes arc not available. The point is; 
whose interest Ls served by such 
things? Suicly not of the nation or the 
organisation and surety not ol any 
community. Tnc net result is that 
people do not gel good service and the 
taxpayer has to ft'ot the bill of the 
inefficiency. In these times when we 
have to compete with the weld, such 
a polLy will stand as a millstone on 
our necks. There is an urgent need for 
everyone to become productive and 
efficient. Needless to add, if the 
economy grows, all communities 
would benefit, including the backward 
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castes. The fact that we are still poor 
means that the poorest of the poor 
suffer many times more 

MrC There can really be no 
denying this fact. Also, let me say that 
there is nothing wrong with reserva¬ 
tions. They should continue. But the 
point you are making is that they 
should not jeopardise publii safety. 
Politicians are enamoured with populist 
measures and nothing suits them better 
than to give away jobs and other 
concessions. I'or the sake of a few jobs, 
the entire counlrv has to suffer. What 
kind of a social lustice is this? This is 
what should be resisted and not reser¬ 
vations as such. We have carried the ■ 
concept ot aflirmative action loo far. 
Like developed countries, wc should 
also see where it hinders salely and 
insist on minimum capability for some 
jobs. There are other wavs ot helping 
the downtrodden. For example, pri¬ 
mary edupation can he made' tree for 
I tliem, libraries can be eslabiisheil in 
I backward areas, hostels and facilities 
j made where they can study and make 
I themselves worthy ot certain profe.s- 
I sions. 

MrD What is burprising is that 
1 nothing is done at all to create sikh 
i facilities in backward areas, where it 
; would benelit so many people who 
; liav?’ nc> access to decent boi'ks. In- 
i stead, the politician'- lake the ease 

■ way out bv conliiuioiislv lowering 

, standards ot pet torinance Ibis policy 
I can never result in goi'd jrerformance 

■ bv anvhodc. In this acliiecemenl 
oriented world, it amounts to keeping 
a certain (('mmiimty perpelualh 
down The backward castes will be 
good oiilv for the reserved )obs in 
impmcluctive government depart- 

! menis and can never be good enough 
for the world The right way would be 
; that they too bcccme as good as any 
I in the world It is time that politicians 
i thought of the long-term benefits of 
I the community. Short-term gains are 
I really no good for any caste, backward 
i or forward. It is ruinous tor the coun- 
I try as well. 
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BMMHne a liQfessiaiial PswAMiM 


Modern life is hill of pressures. There j 
is the constant need to get ahead, to earn j 
more and to live up to expectations of oth¬ 
ers. Urbanisation and increasing pace of 
life take their own toll. There is stress at 
every corner. While most people are able 
to deal with tiie situation, in others it takes 
the form of an illness. Trained profession¬ 
als are required to deal with both minor 
and major ailments. 

Psychiatry is the branch of medicine 
concerned with the study and treatment 
of mental illness. It has two major 
branches; the first is psychotherapif, the 
application of psychological techniques to 
the treatment of mental illnesses. This 
branch uses non-drug therapies and will 
not use physical techniques such as drugs 
or surgery. Tools of psychoanalysis are 
used and the psychologist will try to probe 
into the psyche of a person by helping 
him to open up. 

The second branch ispsycliiatrp, where 
medical therapies are used and the attack 
is made on the organic source of the dis¬ 
ease. The physical and behavioural symp¬ 
toms are diagnosed. Drugs and other means 
may be used for treatment A psychiatrist 
has to be a doctor. One should do MD in 
psychiatry after the MDBS to become one. 
Thus, one can get into the profession either 


from the arts stream or the science stream. 
A person wanting to make a career in this 
line must decide which area he wants to 
get into. 

Career paths 

For the first, the career path will be 
doing BA with psychology, leading to 
MAin psychology, with training in clini¬ 
cal psychology. One can start working in 
a hospital after doing the course. But that 
is not all. New avenues arc opening up. 
The first is counselling. Many schools 
employ counsellors these days, who pro¬ 
vide educational counselling and deal 
with personal problems as well. A di¬ 
ploma in counselling is offered by the 
NCER'l. The second avenue for growth 
is in industry. As the area of human re¬ 
sources has been growing, so is the de¬ 
mand for trained people who can 
understand and deal with people. Indus¬ 
tries recognise that the human resource 
is very valuable and must be managed 
well. A diploma or degree in personnel 
management will help if one plans to go 
in industry. Finally, one can work in so¬ 
cial organisations providing help to 
people 

Though the profession is gaining in 


importance, university departments have 
not kept pace. "We are not accountable, 
so we take it easy. But we keep telling 
students to make efforts on their own and 
many of them are able to find good jobs 
in industry", says a professor in the 
Panjab University Students of psychol¬ 
ogy must, therefore, be aware of the 
changing trends and keep themselves 
abreast of requirements in industry and 
other sectors. Since university education 
is too theoretical and the teachers admit 
that they have not kept pace with trends, 
students will have to keep track of the 
changes by themselves. 

The second career path is to become a 
qualified psychiatrist. This means that you 
must be a doctor and do your MD in psy¬ 
chiatry after your MBBS. The MD usually 
takes three years and a person has to write 
-a thesis on a particular topic under the 
guidance of a supervisor. One could also 
do a Diploma in Psychiatric medicine 
I (DPM) from a recognised institute to be¬ 
come a qualified psychiatrist. Tliis takes 
two years and a thesis docs not have to be 
written. Some of the important institutes 
arc the National Institute of Menta, Health 
and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Banga- 
I lore and the Central Institute of Psychia- 
j try, Ranchi. One can study psychiatry at 
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the important medical colleges such as the 
AIIMS, New Delhi, the PGI, Chandigarh, 
and other medical colleges all over the 
country 

There is, of course, an integral rela¬ 
tionship between both the streams; most 
hospitals have both clinical psycholo¬ 
gists and psychiatrists on their teams. 
This is because mental disease may be 
caused by negative thoughts or changes 
in the brain's biochemistry. There are 
thus two distinct career paths leading 
to the career. One can be an arts student 
and study psychology or one can join 
the science stream and take the medical 


Scope 

Increasing tension and stress in mod¬ 
ern life is resulting in a lot of pressure on 
the mind. 1-ligh pressure jobs take their toll, 
texj. According to Dr Savita Malhotra of 
the PGI, Chandigarh, about 20 per cent of 
the population goes through a period of 
depression at least once. This is usually 
dealt with by the individual and docs not 
last. In about 1 per cent of the cases, it re¬ 
sults in mental illness. 

The career of a psychiatrist is becom¬ 
ing important because ot the social cost 
arising from mental problems. In industry, 
it could be absenteeism and alcoholism. 
Psychiatrists may also be called upon to 
deal with problems related to children and 
in some cases, solve adjustment problems 
in marriages, in extreme cases, a person 
may acquire suicidal tendencies. As people 
are realising the social costs arising from 
such illnesses, the importance of the psy¬ 
chiatrist will undoubtedly increase. 

Contrary to popular belief, even 
young children suffer from sucii prob¬ 
lems. Child psychology is becoming a 
separate discipline now. Again, during 
the age of 13 to 18 years, an individual 
faces a period of great changes and emo¬ 
tional turmoil. This is usually a passing 
phase and 80 per cent of the people are 
able to get over it without major compli¬ 
cations. The others may develop prob¬ 
lems that may be a cause of concern later 
in life. Add to this the cultural changes 
taking place and the increasing pace of 
life and we find that the incidence of 


mental problems is increasing in the 
country. In some cases, psychiatrists have 
helped in fighting crime by mapping the 
criminal mind. 

This gives a lot of scope of growth for j 
anyone in the pmfession. However, though j 
awareness is growing, jobs are limited to ' 
hospitals. Even here, the post of psychia- i 
trist does not exist upto the district level. ' 
Only at the State-level institutes are psy¬ 
chiatrists employed. One could go in lor 
teaching, but again, opportunities are not 
really too many. Finally, one can open a 
private practice. This may flourish in a city, 
but in towns one will have to get over the 
social stigma attached to visiting a psy¬ 
chiatrist. This situation could change in 
years to come. 

At present, there are about 2,000 
working psychiatrists in India, with an 
average of one for every 5 lakh people. 
Demand for psychiatrists is rising, but is 
not spectacular. A person choosing this 
career should be prepared for roughing it 
j out in government hospitals, at least for 
i some time. The concept of visiting a psy- 
i chiatrist is still at its infancy stage in In- 
I dia, though in developed countries things 
I are different. As the society is being in- 
I creasingly Westernised, there arc indica- 
I tions that the profession will catch up here 
' as well. This augurs well for a trained 
j professional in mental health. 

I 

Social organisations 

I Some social organisations arc provid- 
■ ing helplines for people who may be d is- 
! turbed. A person may hesitate in 
I approaching a "shrink", as psychiatrists 
j are commonly known as. There is a social 
i stigma attached to it. To get over this, so 
I cial organisations are establishing telc- 
i phone counselling cells in some cities. 

I Callers can discuss their problems in the 
anonymity of the telephone. Yuvsalta, 
which has such a helpline called DOST in 
Chandigarh, says that personal, sexual 
and drug-related problems are common 
The telephone line is answered by quali¬ 
fied doctors, who have voluntarily taken 
particular days of the week to answer the 
calls. Advice is given on the telephone and 
in cases requiring treatment, the person 
may be called personally. Cases of drug 


abuse is handled by the drug rehabilita¬ 
tion centre run by the organisation. Tele¬ 
phone services have been started in Dellii 
as well. 

A trained psychologist can provide 
such a service or get attached to a Non- 
(.ioveniment Organisation (NGO) for this 
These jobs arc, however, not highly paid. 
The work is done on a voluntary basis. 
Tliese organisations, however, fulfil an im¬ 
portant role as they provide a helping hand 
to people who do not know where to go for 
help. "We get calls that ivfer to a wide range 
of problems, cutting across age barriers. 
Many people do not know how to deal wj th 
pressures on them", says Dr Amandeep 
Singh, who handles calls once a week. 

A growing profession 

A person going in for a career in men¬ 
tal health should be patient and-have the 
intuition to understand people. One of the 
most important attribute of the job is the 
ability to listen. A counsellor must not 
jump to conclusions or give value judge¬ 
ments. A genuine desire to help others will 
result in success. A psychologist has to sit 
through hours of counselling and help get 
rid of stress, trauma and other anxieties. 

The profession is growing slowly and 
new applications are opening up. Of course 
I there is a long way to go before it gets as 
! much importance in the developed na- 
' tions. Gradually, things are changing. Uni- 
. versity departments have to accept the 
i challenge and make tlwir orientation more 
i towanis the needs of the real worM Medi- 
! cal professionals, on the other hand, can 
I be absorbed in hospitals or take up tcach- 
I ing assignments in medical colleges. 

Careers can undoubtedlv be made in 

I ' 

: the field of psychology. The human mind 
; is still a mystery and has a lot ot scope. A 
I lot of research is being undertaken to un- 
i derstand how it works. In India it is still 
I nascent but with growing awareness, the 
I social stigma may vanish and seeking the 
i help of a psychiatrist may not be consid- 
i ered as something negative. In the larger 
I cities, people are slowly accepting that 
mental tensions are as natural as medical 
I ailments. A qualified professional Ls thus 
i expected to be in great demand in times to 
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Indian Cinema: Good us Bad 


H INIJI mut-ala filing are cinematic 
ilter. In order to accept them, one 
must exercise "willing suspension of 
disbelief". Even then a sensitive viewer 
gets shifty at senseless scenes, situations 
and characters. Often, all three in a 
combination. The viewer cannot help 
craving for the credible. 

Barring the mindless masses who see 
films tor catharsis, our viewers expect 
cinema which has at least some semblance 
reality, at least. This means films which 
mirror oa; time. 

True, there is difficulty in rendering 
innsfl/fl films as inlerpretors of the 
contemporary society. Ihus, cinema has 
been imbalanced and grotesque. Some bits 
of reality are portrayed but they are 
outclassed by perversities, distortions, and 
inanities. An armless Sanjeev Kumar 
subjugating Ciabbar Singh is pitiable than 
heroic. 

There is truth in Ibis contention. There 
are few rcii/ist/c films on India, 80";. of 
which liies in villages. There is a glut o| 
those dealing w ith iustv, greedy /arnindars 
and money-lenders. Yet, the bulk of 80"'.. 
population lives in villages, and the 
modi'rnisation proci'ss touches them only 
marginallv. The dramatic changes this 
brings about in the lite of a family and 
changes in human relationships and 
values, are ignored 

Caram Hiiiva. a tragic cinematic essay 
on the liie ol a fumih/ in the wake of the 
partition, tails into good, realistic category. 

Also, some I'f the fealuies of present 
history have never been dramatisexi in the 
fiction format (lite is springboard for 
tiction), while incidental and 
unexceptional subjects are repeated by our 
high-budget film-makers. 

In this miivuless iiinso/n stuff, the less 
articulate sections of society are 
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overlooked. This does not 
mean that they are the least important, or 
that their .share in shaping contemporary 
life is unimportant. They are often con¬ 
fined to documentaries. 

Violent and crime films are the pet 
themes. Despite the unfortunate sf<urt in 
crime, the proportion of murders in our 
midst is mercifully not as formidable as it 
is made out to be! 

Killings, lootings, rapes, according to 
our cinema, strike again and again. Crime 
pays in seeking social justice, has become 
the most popular "line" in Hindi 
showbusiness world. 

The treatment in any populist crime 
film is akin to near-perfect. The 
implications look impressive, until one 
sees how non-commitfal the maker is. 

Each case of so-called injustice 
appears to be an isolated case, suggesting 
vendefla and violence as onlv possible 
solutions. Nothing could be more artificial 
and non-realistic than this anti-social 
approach. 

Dne reason of lack of tealism in Hindi 
films is its unwillingness to grapple with 
real issues. On the contiary, there Ls all 
too tamiliar willingness to embrace cliches 
which cover its lack of moral or artistic 
content and conviction. 

In some films, the "honourable" job 
is assigned to the heroine as in lakhmi 
Aurat and fnsii/ Ki Devi. The characteriza¬ 
tion is laughable, if not sad! The hero 
becomes an appendage—unwanted like 
the sixth finger! 

Projection of women is another sick¬ 


ening aspect of our films. Whether it is 
mother, sister, wife, mistress, beloved or 
vamp, it is the same story of a character 
distorted into grotesque proportions. 

Mother is a door-mat, a sclf-sacrific- 
ing woman who j-uls "Sita" to shame. 
Much the same could be said of the sister 
who, in any case*, is wroijged .and seduced 
by bad characters. 

The love girl is sex personified. She 
wears less clothing but more seductive 
smiles. She gets chased in public parks, 
school or college is teased and tormented 
all in the luime of pynr and finally surren¬ 
ders to her tormentor She "falls" in love! 

Absurdity touches iis acme when a 
decent woman goes out tor a job. She at 
once runs into smugglers, pistol-wielding 
,y’(wii(frt.'i and rutlians who take her to the 
oldest protession 

i I.ove is a noble sentiment What hap¬ 
pens on the silvet sireen? Anything bu' 
silvery. Women do tall in love. But they 
do not fall the way they tali in our films. 
She sheds all inhibitions. .She sings, dances 
and does all sorts of thing.s, even in public 
parks Never mind it she is a doctor, a 
professor or a highly placed person in 
society. /Ml that matters is love, ft is iff/ 
and siidii iituluthiiul 

The tragedy is that our makers can¬ 
not bring the film story down to the level 
of everyday reality. Reasons are: poor 
scripts, lack of human depth and dinT- 
tors who have no mastery over their crafts¬ 
manship. 

Traditional film-making in India has 
remained in a "perpetual quagmire". It did 
not call for evolution of new symbols, but 
the pinpointing of familiar fragments of 
visible reality and endowing them with a 
particular meaning in a particular context. 
The audience is expected to sec (read) a 
film in the w ay its maker wants it to see. 










BANK P.OJRBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Qiwsttons on SogM and 
Economic PfoHems 


Q. What is meant by the concept of 
'development administration'? Also 
bring out arguments for and against the 
concept. 

Ans. The term 'development admin¬ 
istration' originated in 1935—it was coined 
by an Lidian scholar (Joswami but was 
conceptualised and elaborated by the west¬ 
ern, especially American scholars. The 
emergence of the new nations out of colo¬ 
nial experience and the urgent need for 
theii sptvdy socio-econoinic reconstruction 
im|ielled a major break-thnuigli in govern¬ 
ment organization and operations. The 
natural beginning of this administrative 
[laradigm, called development administra¬ 
tion, has to be appreciated in this context. 
I'he colonial legacy of routine law and or¬ 
der administration, alongwith the associ¬ 
ated personnel system and work procedure, 
was found unsuitable tor the global tasks 
of nation-building and programmatic goals 
fulfilment The administrative institutions 
and procediims belonging to the old colo¬ 
nial regime were meant foi a different pur¬ 
pose: to preserve and perpetuate a system 
of colonial domination. Hut these were not 
accountable to legislative bodies or to 
popular representatives at different levels 
The colonial administration was not con¬ 
cerned with all-round agricultural and in¬ 
dustrial development. 

The main aspect c f development ad¬ 
ministration, on the other hand, is the fo¬ 
cus on the management of 'development'. 
As an aspect of public administration, it 
implies definite and planned institutional 
capacity to accomplish the specific goals of 
development through the formulation of 
appropriate policies, programmes and 
projects and their successful implementa¬ 
tion. The essence of development adminis¬ 
tration is participative, responsive and 
accountable management. The manage¬ 
ment process h.is to enlist popular support 


and involvement. It responds to popular 
needs and demands and it is ultimately 
accountable to the people and the popular 
representatives. Dwelopment administra¬ 
tion stimulates and facilitates defined 
programmes of social and economic 
progress. Instead of just maintaining sta¬ 
tus quo, it involves change and movement 
and innovation. 

Participation in development admin¬ 
istration involves for serious restructuring 
of administration to facilitate people's 
involvement in all aspects of development 
effort. Thus, it is important to note that 
development administration involves de¬ 
centralization. Meaningful popular in¬ 
volvement can be possible only when the 
gross inequality in societal power distri¬ 
bution would be challenged and rectified. 

Development administration is also 
characterized by its close nexus with poli¬ 
tics. This is because the 'what' and 'how' 
of development are also related to politi¬ 
cal questions. From policy to implementa¬ 
tion development management is 
inextricably connected with the vital po¬ 
litical processes. 

There are, however, certain points that 
are said to be against development admin¬ 
istration. Some of tiiese can be enumer¬ 
ated as under 

(l)Conceptually, development admin 
istration tends to disrupt public adminis¬ 
tration as a homogeneous discipline. 
Practically, the differentiation between 
development and non-development ad¬ 
ministration is highly artificial While we 
can admit some logic to this criticism, we 
should also stress that the 
conceptualiz.ation has fnilitated analyti¬ 
cal distinction between different aspects of 
public administration, in the practical 
world of administration there is a lot of 
overlap and interdependence between the 
cognate arms of administration. 


(2) Development administration has 
tended to magnify the role of bureaucracy 
which has traditionally been a problem in 
most Tliird World countries. It is accused 
that developmentalisls exaggerate the role 
of bureaucracy, and to that extent, under¬ 
rated other forms of public management. 
Even the Indian experience shows that 
there have been innovations in the field of 
development management c.y., Pnmliiiyal 
raj. Local development with the help of 
local popular support and involvement has 
greatly reduced the roh'of bureaucracy in 
many areas of rural development. 

(3) C!ritics also point out that develop¬ 
ment administration has been basically a 
sugar-coated concept that tries to rover up 
the essentially inequalitarian and unjust 
nature of the Third World Slate, t his sort 
of ciriticism is a serious indictment of de¬ 
velopment administration—infact, a chal¬ 
lenge to the paradigm of social change 
through administrative manipulation. I'he 
radical socio-economic transformation of 
the Third World is not as much an admin¬ 
istrative problem a*- a political one. Devel¬ 
opment administration has also been 
challenged bv others who point out that 
the phenomenon ot the underdevelopment 
has its roots in the dei’oloped t ir.st World 
that has caused underdevelopment and, 
therelore, has a vested interest in it. 

Q. Give arguments for and against 
the quality of education at higher lev¬ 
els and describe the factors that influ¬ 
ence quality. 

Ans. At liiglur Irivls of education, ijiial- 
ity of education is inore inifhirtant lluin mere 
quantitative ca/xihs/ch 
Arguments Against 

(a) People point out that the quality of 
higher education in the country is deterio¬ 
rating with quantitative expansion. There 
is just a race to increase the number of 




MARCH ’98 COMPETITION MASTER 679 



ARGUMENTATION 




colleges and universities without giving 
much attention to the standards of educa¬ 
tion. 

(fi) Another evidence ot clelerioraliiig 
slandardsol education is lhat main of the 
students who pass out ol colleger and 
imiversities are not able to expre.ss them¬ 
selves clearly eilhei in then own mother 
tongue or in English or even in the lan¬ 
guage in which they study. 

(r) When compared to standards in 
advanced countries, Indian standards arc 
much lower. 

Arguments For 

{a) A number of people, however, point 
out that there is actually no fall in stan¬ 
dards and that in reality, today, the stu¬ 
dents of colleges and univesities are 
acquiring for more knowledge and skills 
than their counterparts in the earlier gen¬ 
erations. 

(b) In particular, people poiirts out that 
the sylLibus in all subjects especially the 
science;, is far heavier now than a few de¬ 
cades ago. The depth of knowledge of the 
students now is far more than those of the 
earlier decades. 

(c) There has been a vast expansion in 
the number of courses or opportunities lhat 
are available to students and there are a 
large number of students venturing into 
these courses, and coming out successfully 

However, this kind of debate can go 
on endle.ssly. It is not important to see 
whether then* is a real fall in educational 
standards in higher education or not. What 
is pcrlraps more important is to see how 
quality of highci .'ducalion is to be deter¬ 
mined and how it is to be maintained. We 
also, therefore, need to know what factors 
affect the quality of education. 

The qiialily of education depends 
upon various factors. I'irst, the tcacliing lo 
which a student is exposed makes a lot ot 
difference It is important because this 
forms the base lor any student's education. 

Second, the educational facilities that 
a student gels determine the quality of the 
educatiiin 

Third, the environment available in 
tlie institution of study has an impact on 
the quality of education 

Therefore, to determine the quality of 
education, the above-mentioned factors 
have to be considered. By merely classify- 
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mg the students into different categories 
on the basis of performance in examina¬ 
tions is only to make a superficial, unreal¬ 
istic and unfair classification. 

Q. Explain what is meant by the 
term 'Human Resource Development' 
(HRD). What are the various aspects that 
are involved in a good programme of 
HRD? 

Ans. I'or many years, the term Hu¬ 
man Resources Development (HRD) was 
taken to mean 'training' or an extension of 
it only However, we must understand that 
though HRD encompasses the entire pnv 
cess of training, it is a much wider con¬ 
cept. It includes 'development' also. 
Ifaining means mainly educating by in¬ 
struction and development includes a pro¬ 
cess that includes growth and maturity. 
Development is a more broadbased, long 
term involvement and commitment. It is 
an on-going process which also requires 
the full support of lop management so tlia t 
it is endorsed as one of their basic 
organisational values. 

HRD is one of the most important 
functions for organisational growth and 
development. It ensures organisational ef¬ 
fectiveness. 

There are various aspects involved in 
HRD. For the HRD programmes lo be ef¬ 
fective, the first requirement is lhat people 
have to be recognised as the most valuable 
resource Then, there must bo a belief that 
people can grow and develop with the 
organisation to take on more challenging 
responsibilities. In all personnel matters, 
the emphasis has to be on the growth and 
development of people in the 
organisations 

Another aspect of HRD is recruitment 
and selection. Recruitment is the process 
of attracting potential applicants. Selection 
is the ne-.l step. Induction and placement 
are also important parts of any successful 
HRD system. 

It is alsc important to identify train¬ 
ing needs. Training essentially consists of 
three stages—pre-training phase, training 
phase and post-training phase. HRD func¬ 
tion has to get more involved with the first 
and last phases. For training to be effec¬ 
tive, a lot of attention should be given to 
individual needs. To enhance training, there 


has to be a change in attitude, behaviour 
and skill level and also a transfer of learn¬ 
ing on the job. 

Besides these aspects, it is also impor¬ 
tant to have good performance and poten¬ 
tial appraisal systems. Performance has to 
be assessed periodically and potential ap¬ 
praisals also have to be done. Tlve latter is 
concerned with long-term development. 
Potential appraisal has to be done very 
carefully because of employees' potential 
is recognised and then they arc not given 
avenues for giowth, this frustrates capable 
executives 

Once we Ivavc performance apprais¬ 
als, the next aspect is career planning for 
each individual executive. A career plan¬ 
ning programme attempts to develop 
paths by which planning and development 
help employees to develop themselves to 
their fullest capacity, and make the best 
use of their talents from the organisation's 
point of view. After ixmsiiltation with the 
concerned employee, a career plan for an 
individual is developed. 

The next step is management succes¬ 
sion planning through which each key 
position in the organisation is highlighted 
and a system is worked out under which 
one replacement is at least identified for 
each such position. 

We also need lo remember that the 
HRD IS not really the .sole responsibility of 
the personnel department. 'Fhe 
programmes can succeed only it all line 
managers also accept the responsibility for 
implementing the programme in their re¬ 
spective departments and units. 

Q. What are the main kinds of sub¬ 
sidies? What is the rationale given for 
reduction of subsidies? 

Ans. Estimation of subsidies is based 
on a standard classification relating to 
subsidies into three categories (!) Public 
goods (if) Merit goods (Hi) Non-Merit 
goods. 

Public goods are, national defence, 
police, general administration. Since these 
services are available to all, they do not 
exclude any one I.C they are characterised 
by non-excludability and non-rivalry. 
Therefore, these goods cannot be priced 
and are not included in the calculation of 
subsidies. The second category of goods 
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are called 'merit goods'. I:xamples of such goods are inoculation 
against intcctious diseases, environmental protection and mini¬ 
mum level of education (primary education) for all. In this case, 
the social benefit resulting from these goods/services is much 
greater than the sum of private benefits to individual consumers. 
Other examples of such goods are roads and bridges, flood con¬ 
trol and research pertaining to agricultural, space, atomic energy, 
etc. It has been said that the subsidies on these goods is justified 
by the availability o( benefits m the form of externality. 

The third category of goods are non-merit goods and in this 
case the benefit of subsidies accrues to the individual consumerc. 
In this case, the cost of providing the commodity/service to the 
society is higher than the price fixed for providing it to the con¬ 
sumer. Here, the benefits accrue to consumers in a number of 
ways, first, cash subsidies i c. providing food or fertilisers to the 
consumers at prices lower than those at which the government 
procures the commodities. Second, interest or credit subsidies, 
which means that concessional credit is given to small-scale in¬ 
dustries and priority sector. Third, tax subsidies which can be in 
the form of tax exemption of medical expenses, postponing col¬ 
lection of tax arrears. Tourth, these are kind subsidies which in¬ 
volve jirovision of free medical services through government 
dispensaries, or provision of equipment to physically handicapped 
persons I'lfth, there are the procurement subsidies, for example, 
the purchase of loodgrains at an assured price which is higher 
than the prevailing market price. Sixth, there are regulatory sub¬ 
sidies which involve fixation of prices of goods produced by die 
public sector at less than the cost with a view to provide inputs 
to industry or helping certain other categories of consumers 
This includes making steel, coal or other minerals available to 
industry; providing electricity to farmers at a rate much lower 
than the cost. 

Although there is a consensus on the provision and con- 
tinii.iiice ol subsidies on merit goods because of the overall 
greater benetit to people, there is a lot of criticism of the provi¬ 
sion of subsidies on non-merit goods. In this case the benefits 
accrue to individuals whereas the costs are borne by the society. 
Moreover, in a number ot cases, instead of the intended benefi¬ 
ciaries, the benefits are appropiiated by betler-elf sections. For 
example, it is alleged that benefits of cheap electric energy are, 
by and large, appmpriated by rich and affluent farmers. Simi¬ 
larly, better off sections can take advantage of a generalised 
scheme of public distiibution of foodgrains or other essential 
commodities. 

Unnecessary subsidies cause a wastage of scarce resources 
and lead to inefficiency Lu their use sectors. This is particularly 
dLSturbing because subsidies get drawn away from other sectors 
in which their marginal productivity would've been higher. 

We need to now focus on reducing the overall scale of subsi¬ 
dies, making subsidies as transparent as possible, using subsidies 
for well-defined economic objectives, aiming subsidies to final 
goods and services so as to maximise their impact on the target 
population at minimum costs, instituting systems for periodic re¬ 
view of subsidies and setting clear limits on the duration of any 
new subsidy schemes. 
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MANAGEMENT 




Group MsGussions Made Easy 


There nrc three •iteph in the process of 
admission to management institutes: test, 
CD anil interview. If you appeared in the 
entrance tests last year, you can expeef in¬ 
terview calls from lanuary onwards Some 
inslilutes hair already started the process 
and sliulents hair heen preparing for group 
discussions and interviews. If you lack con¬ 
fidence, Ibis stage probably gives you night¬ 
mares—though tbewrilten lest could hepassed 
by working hard, now you will be expected to 
do something and your admission depends on 
your performance 

Group discussions, however, arc not 
difficult. This feature describes how you can 
prtparefor liiem and get oivr your fears. We 
also give a list of erpecled topics on which 
you can prepare by doing extra readings. 

The gnnip discussion (CD) is a test of 
confidence and team spirit. A manager has 
to deal with a number of people in his 
everyday life, ranging from clients and sub- 
ord inales losuperiors He should deal with 
each of them politely while not compro¬ 
mising his stand. The GO is held to test 
whether a person has the basic confidence 
and communication skills required to be a 
manager. 

The right thing is to prepare for this 
stage much in advance. It you have kept 
up w'ith current events you will probably 
be better of* than others ft is also a good 
habit to debate the issues with triends and 
fami'y members Some students form in¬ 
formal groups lor the purpose and u.se 
their spare time to enhance their discus¬ 
sion skills (.hhers may not have similar- 
minded Inends and lor them, it is advis- 
ablt to seek professional help 

The idea is to convert the interview 
calls into admission offers. Some students 
get many calls but cannot get olfers, be¬ 
cause they lack fluency or confidence. This 
is really tragic, since the luindicaps can be 


overcome with just a little bit of effort. I Preparing for the GD 


How CDs are conducted 

It is important to know what to ex¬ 
pect in a GD. Usually, four to five people 
are called for every seat available. This 
means that one must be better than four 
other people'—not a difficult task, provided 
one makes an effort to speak in the group. 
Sometimes that is difficult, of course, be¬ 
cause in a group of l.S-20 people, where ail 
are equally anxious to make their mark, 
people may be quite aggressive and not let 
anyone speak. One must, therefore, be 
prepared to make one's mark even as 
things are getting hot Do not expect any¬ 
one to give you a chance to speak. Often, 
one must take a leadership role and bring 
order to a group. 

The scenario will be something like 
this: about IS students will be seated in a 
semi-circle. There will be some observers, 
either in front or at the back. A topic will 
be given and after a minute or so, the 
group is asked to proceed. Sometimes the 
group may be asked to choose a topic on 
its own, out of three given topics. The idea 
is to see how people work in a group and 
arrive at a consensus. T.ven if tlie group is 
not given a choice, that is one of the things 
that w'ill be as.sessed. The G,D is about 10- 
12 minutes long. 

For any aspirant, there are two skills 
that must be developed: a) tlu* confidence 
to speak in a group, and b) the ability to 
make a meaningful cortnbutwn, implying 
that you must have read something and 
know about the subject. Most topics are 
taken from the current scenario while some 
may be creative topics as well. One must 
keep abreast with the current happenings 
so that, cvcii if a topic is given of which 
you know nothing about, you can still 
manage. 


The preparation for tlie GD has to be 
two-pronged: first, develop confidence in 
speaking English in a group, and, second, 
keep an adequate battery of viewpoints 
and counterpoints in your arsenal The.se 
tw'o steps are essential in participtiling in 
GDs. Students who h.ivi' participated in 
debates and declamations w'ill find they 
are better oft; unfortunately, in schools and 
colleges only a few students actually de¬ 
velop these .skills. If you have never par¬ 
ticipated in sucli events, it should not Emit 
your performance, since one must make a 
start sometime or the other. Do not limit 
yourself by imagined fears, liven il you 
arc not sure of sometliing, there are lew 
chances that you will acfucilly make a tool 
of yourself, or that anybody will notice 
what you have said. 

Apart from tliis, try to exhibit w’me 
leadership qualities. Steer tlie cnnvei.sa- 
tion so thal the gniiip reaches a I’onsen- 
sus (tne '•an be magnanimous by givuig 
others a chance. II the group is getting 
rowdy, try to bring order in it, though it 
may be quite difficult to do so. Pay atten¬ 
tion to three stages: the beginning, the 
discussion ilseltancl the summing up It is 
always good to be the first one to begin 
and lay down the agenda for the group. 
Mention the issues tlial should be raised, 
without giving your opinion If you do 
not have any idea about the topic, it is 
advisable to let someone else start. 

During the discussion, keep making 
interjections at regular intervals. Learn to 
speak in a paragraph and do not stop until 
interrupted. Even then, you can continue 
speaking by saying firmly to the person 
who is interrupting, "Let me finish", or "I'll 
ju.st come back to you." 

When you see that no new argu¬ 
ments are coming up in the group, it is 
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time to wind up. Sum up by prefacinj;, "Jt 
seems we havi reached the end of tiie dis¬ 
cussion." Sometimes each person is (»iven 
one minute to sum up Do not ejve your 
own viewpoint at this stage but sum up 
the points raised during thi' discussion. 

Remember also that institutes have no 
fixed criteria as to what qualities to iheck 
during a ('.D. Usually, it i.s the impression 
that matters C'ne may come across as be¬ 
ing too timid or too aggressive. Such 
people will usually be rejected. 1 he quali¬ 
ties that will see vou through are polite¬ 
ness, the ability to participate in a group, 
leadership, making yoiirselt heard with¬ 
out being loud. Contrary to what is be¬ 
lieved, people w'ho make a nuisance of 
themselves by not letting others speak, arc 
not selected. 

Making a contribution 

The (11) does not assess your \ lews 
and beliefs. It does not matter what 
stand you take, provided you are able 
to make a contribution. Sometimes stu¬ 
dents are unable to speak anything 
because all the points were covered by 
others in the group. In such a situa¬ 
tion, run voiii mind to lounter the ar¬ 
guments that are being piescnicd Tor 
example, people mav be arguing for 
being vegetarian and you lirinly believe 
in il loo. Can you take the discussion 
in llie opposite direction by pointing 
out the advantages ot eating meat) 

How does one practise toi the CD? 
One way is li, .‘ead about a topic and then 
debate with [\irents, uncles or e'der coiis- 
ms. Tell them to ask vou questions and try 
to trap you The more you do this, the 
more clear will your own thoughts become. 
Some students tape tbeii speech hy to 
speakri/cmpiw about inv topic for one full 
minute into the tape ri-corder When you 
listen to the tape, you will be able to spot 
your mistakes, the points on which you 
lalter and the words which you cannot 
easily speak. You will also be able to know 
whether you make any sense or not. Ask 
your friends to listen to the tape critically. 
Often, people can discover their weak¬ 
nesses and speecli impairments by this 
melhixl. 


In any CD, a common situation is that 
everybody wants to speak all at once and 
some individuals will dominate on account 
of their loudnc'ss. After all, everybody wants 
to make a mark in the limited time and it is 
survival of the fittest. Making an interjcc- 
lion at this stage is rather difficult. 

Start off with meta-language: "1 agree 
with you, but.. " or "Wc have heard many 
viewpoints and 1 would like to say..." Do 
not lose your cool if nobody listens, il 
miglit pay to raise your voice for the open¬ 
ing sentence and then go ahead to make 
your point. Never criticise. If you do not 
agree with a particular viewpoint, start 
with- "You may be right, but I feel..." or 
even "1 agree with you on certain points 
but there is a contrary opinion that..." Be 
polite but firm. 

Assume a leadership role if you do not 
have much to say. Give a chance to others 
who hav e not spoken. Guide the discussion 
by restoring order Keep an eye on the time 
and after 10 minutes or so, begin summing 
up. This will show your leadership quali¬ 
ties. [ lowever, if you do not contribute in 
any other way, tliis strategy will not be siif- 
ficienl to see you througla. 

Interjections should be made with¬ 
out being rude. Do not cut into mid¬ 
sentence. On the other hand, if someone 
cuts into your speech, politely ask to be 
heard: "1 would like to complete what I 
was saying, " rather than rudely asking 
a person to shut up Sometimes all these 


rules do not work, especially if the group 
is a rowdy one Since it is survival of the 
fittest, do not be cowed down and make 
a bold effort to make yourself heard. 

Overcome your fear 

Despite all the practice that you may 
have done, it is your performance for those 
few minutes during the discussion that will 
determine whellier you are able to get an 
admi.ssion offer or not. Wailing for someone 
to give you a i hance is simply not going to 
happen. It is detinitcly to shed off your tim- 
itlness and become a little aggressive. Often 
what holds us back is the fear that people 
will make fun of what wc have to say. Tnis 
Ls )ust not tnie. People are tui botliered about 
themselves to figure out your mistakes and 
even if lliey do, at least you have had your 
say, which Ls more important. 

After all, speaking is a skill that is 
never too late to acquire, It will see you 
through fiiany situations. For a career in 
management, especially, where presenta¬ 
tions and dealing with people is part of 
the everyday |()b, this is one of the most 
important skills. If you cannot make if in 
one institute, do not get disheartened. 
There have been many cases where people 
gel rejected hy the private institutes but 
have been selecteii in the top ones. The 
criteria is not very .si lentilic, nor is it very 
clear. One must be ready to make one's 
besl effort and that is what matters. 


SOME TOPICS YOU CAN EXPECT THIS YEAR 

1. Does India need foreign investment? 

2. Will India catch the South East Asian virus next') 

3. The role of management schools 
4 Multinationals—bane or boon. 

5. Democracy is very expensive tor modern day India 

6 Managers are born, not made. 

7 Are small States preferable to larger states') 

8. The portrayal of women in the media could be more tasteful 

9. Beauty contests harm the status of the Indian woman 

10. Television is a needless appendage of modern civilisation. 

11. A world without politicians. 

12. Lot us legalise corruption. 

13. Should India go nuclear? 

14. Environment protection is a fad of rich nations. 

15. The world is going round and round. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming exami¬ 
nations and opportunities. Institutes should send us informa¬ 
tion well in advance to be included here. Readers are advised 
to assess their own suitability and that of the institute before 
applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any course 
or institute. 

Acting 

Diploma Course in Acting (3 months)— Apply to: Barry John’s 
Imago School of Acting, Brahma Studio, FC-11 Film City, Noida 
(U.P.). 

Agriculture 

Under-graduate courses in Agriculture and Allied Sci¬ 
ences— Eligibility: Minimum 60% marl® in class 12. Written test: 
May 24, 1998. Last date for submission: March 20. 1998. Forms 
available at branches of the Syndicate Bank, State Agricultural 
Univereities or apply to: Deputy Director General (Edu), Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research, Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan, Pusa, New 
Delhi - 110 012 with a DD for Rs 220. 

Computers 

MCA (3 years full time and 4-1/2 years part-time)— Eligi¬ 
bility: Graduate with minimum 50% marks and maths/stats as 
one of the subjects. Written test. May 29-30,1998. Last date. 
April 7, 1998. Apply to. Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, 
Ranchi - 835 215 with a DD for Rs 150 and a s.a.s.e. 26x12 cm 
with Rs 6 stamps. 

Hotel Management 

Hospitality Management Diploma (3 years full time)— Eligi- 
b'lity Class 12 and age below 22 years. Written test: May 17, 
1998. Apply to: Executive Director, International Institute of Hotel 
Management, EC 37 Salt Lake, Calcutta - 700 064 with a MO for 
Rs 250. 

Management 

1 . Masters in Personnel Management—Eligibility: Gradu¬ 
ation with minimum 50% marks. Written test: March 15, 1998. 
Last date' February 25,1998 Apply to; Director, Symbiosis Insti¬ 
tute of Business Management, Senapati Bapat Road, Pune - 411 
004 with a DD for Rs 650. 

2. MBA (2 years full time and 3 years part time)— Apply 
tp Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi ■ 835 215. Details 
of application havr been included in Computers section above. 


3. BBA/MBA— Written test; May 16 for BBA and March 
28 for MBA. Last date: May 12 for BBA and March 5 for MBA. 
Apply to; Apeejay School of Management, 54 Tughlakabad Insti¬ 
tutional Area, New Delhi -110 062 with a DD for Rs 550. 

4. PG Programme in International Management (1 year)— 
Eligibility: Graduation with 4 years experience. Last date- March 10, 
1998. Apply to; International Management Institute, B-10 Qutab 
Institutional Area, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for Rs 900. 

Medicine 

MBBS/BOS— Eligibility: Minimum 50% marks in class 12. 
Written test; UGET on May 28,1998. Last date: March 31,1998. 
Apply to; Admissions Officer, Manipal Academy of Higher Educa¬ 
tion, Univereity Building, Madhav Nagar, Manipal - 576 119 with 
a DD for Rs 600 and a s.a.s.e. 9x12 inch with Rs 35 stamps. 

Scholarships 

KC Mahindra Scholarships for Post Graduate Studies— 

Eligibility: A first class degree and must have applied to foreign 
universities for courses starting from September 1998 to Febru¬ 
ary 1999. Last date; March 20, 1998. Interviews will be held in 
July 1998. Preliminary applications to reach by February 20 to: 
Managing Trustee, KC Mahindra Education Trust, Cecil Court, 
3rd floor, Mahakavi Bhushan Marg, Mumbai - 400 001 with a 
s.a.s.e. 25x18 cm and Rs 4 stamps. 

Sciences 

1. Masters degree programme/Research programme— 

Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree with valid GATE/CEED score. Last 
date. March 17, 1998. For application forms: March 6, 1998. 
Forms are available at Canara Bank branches or apply to: Reg¬ 
istrar, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore - 560 012 with a DD 
for Rs 250. 

2. Visiting Students Research Programme (VSRP) (8 
weeks)— Eligibility; Those pursuing M.Sc., B.E., B Tech. etc. Areas 
of study: Astronomy, Physics, Biophysical Sciences, Computer Sci¬ 
ences. Stipend: Rs 1500 per month. Last Date. February 25,1998. 
Apply to: Establishment Officer, Tata Institute of Fundamental Re¬ 
search (TIFR), Homi Bhabha Road, Colaba, Mumbai - 400 005 with 
a s.a.s.e. 24 x 11 cm with Rs 4 stamps. 

Statistics 

B. Stat/M. Stat/M. Tech— Last date for submission: March 27, 
1998. Written test: May 10,1998. Apply to Dean of Studies, Indian 
Statistical Institute, 203 Barrackporre Trunk Road, Calcutta - 700 035 
with a DDforRslOO. 
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General Snides Scene 


Q. 1. Non-Cooperation Movement was the first movement I 
led by Mahatma Gandhi. What were the initial movements that 
brought Gandhi to the fore-front of Indian National Movement? 
Describe briefly. 

Ans. Non-Cooperation and Khilafat Movements initiated in 
1919 were the first major movements led by Mahatma Gandhi. 
But it took Gandhi a few years to establish himself as a leader of 
the masses. The stories of Mahatma's Sal\jagralmi> in South Africa 
had already travelled to hrdia. The first opportunity which came 
his way was the clash between the peasantry of Champaran Dis¬ 
trict in Bihar and tlie European planters of indigo. This category 
was forced to grow indigo on at least 3/20th part of their total 
land holdings and to sell it to the planters at the prices fixed by 
them Known by his South African campaigns. Gandlriji was in¬ 
vited by sevcal indigo growers of Champaran in 1917. With a 
view to conduct a detailed inquiry into tlie condition of the poor 
farmers, Gandhi, alongwith Kajendra Prasad, J.B. Kripalani and a 
few other leaders, reached Champaran. Immediately on his ar¬ 
rival at Champaran, the District authorities could sense trouble 
and he was ordered to leave Gandhi decided to disobey this or¬ 
der and “iaid that he was prepared to face trial and imprisonment. 
The courage of (iandhi forced the District authorities to withdraw 
their order and appoint a committee to have a detailed look into 
the issue and Mahatma Gandhi was appointed as a member of the 
Committee I'inally, after the report of the committee, the disabili¬ 
ties ot indigo growers were reduced which resulted in a victory to 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

The second insUmce is that of the dispute between the work¬ 
ers and mill owners ol .Ahmedahad. The workers in the mills of 
.Ahmedabad were poorly paid and exploited by the mill owners 
I heir repeated requests for wage hike were not heeded by the 
owners When he came to know about the problem, Gandhi asked 
the mill workers to go on a strike .ind demand a wage hike ot 35 
per cent. The call was successful and all the workers went on 
strike. To set an example, and to fiii thei persuade the mill owners, 
Gandhiji also undertook a fast unto death. This encouraged the 
workers to continue with their strike. But Gandhi spralically asked 
the workers not to use any violence against the mill owners. The 
group of employers relented on the fourth day and agreed for a 
wage hike of 35 per cent. Yet, another instance was experienced in 
Kheda in Gujarat where, in 1918, the crops failed but the govern¬ 
ment declined to remit the land revenue. Gandhiji intervened and 
advised the farmers not to pay anything unless their demand for 
remission of the land revenue was met. Due to the pressure ex¬ 
erted, the government finally issued the instructions that the rev¬ 
enue should be collected only from those who were in a position 


to pay. It was another minor but significant victory for Mahatma 
Gandhi. He, thus, identified himself with the common Indians. 

Passing of Rowlatt Act provided a unique opportunity to 
Gandhi to known as a leader of substance at the national level. 
Like many nationalist leaders, Gandlii also denounced the Rowlatt 
Act. The agitation against the Rowlatt Act was widespread and 
led to big meetings, demonstration, boycott of foreign goods and 
refusal to cooperate with the government agencies. All the nation¬ 
alists, whether moderates or extremists, joined the movement. 
Gandhi used tills opportunity to take the fieedom struggle to the 
villages. He asked tlie devoted workers to go to the villages and 
tap peasant, artisans and other poor people. Hand spun and hand 
woven cloth was considered to be a symbol of transformation 
and Kliadi soon became the uniform ot the soldiers of national¬ 
ism. This led to direct involvement of the masses into the main¬ 
stream of national struggle. Hindu-Muslim unity was also 
witnessed Although many otlier leaders strived to achieve all 
this, yet .Mahatma Gandhi, being a common leader in all these 
agitations, came to be recognised as a Icadcr.ot masses. His mod¬ 
erate views on religion and respect to all religions, his ideas on 
uiilouchability and his advocacy of women's rights made him a 
true leader of the masses in a very short span of time. 

Q. 2. What are the six freedoms provided under the In¬ 
dian Constitution? Describe briefly. Also mention and dis¬ 
cuss the limitations upon these freedoms. 

Ans. .Article 19 of Indian Constitation guarantees to every 
Indian citizen the right to speech and expression. The idtjal of lib¬ 
erty appearing in the Preamble ol the- Constitution is ensured by 
this Article which also guarantc'es six freedoms to all the citizens. 
t)riginall V there w ere seven Iret'doms but tlie sevcntli freedom, which 
was "die right to acquire, hold and dispose ot property”, was with¬ 
drawn by the 44th (.'onstitutional Amendment in 1978.1 he six free¬ 
doms are («) tree-'orn ol speecli and expression {b] Freedom of 
assembly (c) fivedom of forming assiK'iations (d) freedom ot move¬ 
ment (e) freedom of residence and settlement and (f) freedom of 
profe-ssion, occupation, trade or business. Wliile many rights granted 
by the Indian Constitution are prohibitive in nature, these six free¬ 
doms form part of positive rights conferred upon the Indian citi¬ 
zens. These freedoms enable the Indian citizens to call themselves 
the free citizens of Independent India. 

But no State can guarantee absolute rights to any citizen. 
The freedom of speech and expression carmot be used to abuse 
someone. Similarly, no one can claim right to choose a profession 
without being qualified and eligible for that. In other words, 
there are certain limitations imposed by the State on these free- 
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doms. These iiinitcitions are aimed at striking a balance between 
"individual liberty and the social control". In a welfare State like 
ours. State intcrvcntiiin and control is a must in almost all fields. 
Even the framers of the Constitiition did not leave the liberties 
without any control or limitations Clauses 2 to 6 of Article l^t 
specify the permis.sihle limitations on the six freedoms. The fol¬ 
lowing are the limitations prescribed in our Constitution on these 
liberties 

(i) The trwdom of speech and expression is subject to certain 
restrictions. The State may impose reasonable restiiction on this 
right so that this right dot's not result in defamation and it should 
not lead ft) eontempt of any court ot law. That is why separate 
pieces of legislation have bwn enacted by the Slate limiting this 
right. In addition, limitations can also be imposed so that this free¬ 
dom din's not pose any danger to the si*curily of the Stale, maintc- 
nanee ot sovereignty anti integrity of India or result in disturbance 
of public order and tranquility. The State can aiso make sure tliat 
this freedom docs not aflect friendly relations with foreign States 
and also does not lead to abetment to any offence. 

(ii) While the right to speech and expression cannot be used 
as a licence to commit illegal or immoral acts, the freedom of 
assembly is also subject to certain restrictions. Such an assembly 
must be peaceful and lawful. The State may also impose other 
reasonable restrictions in the interest of public order. By way of 
provisions in various other statutes, no one is allowed to create 
public dist'.ider or indulge in a breach of peace No speech or 
expression can endanger the integrity of the country. 

(ill) The right to lorm associations does not authorise any 
group lo indulge into any conspiracy which may be termed as 
criminal in nature. No association is allowed lo act in a manner 
which may pose any danger to public peace, rublic strikes, dam¬ 
age to the prtiperty or any act against the sovereignty of the coun¬ 
try cannot be allttwcd 

(w) The right to move freely and settle in any part ol the 
country is aNo subject to ct'rtain reasonable restrictions The State 
may impose certain condition', on free movement and tor .security 
reasons enlrj' of civilians may be restricted to the strategic instal¬ 
lations. li the interest of si'heduled tribes, there may be certain 
restrictions on purchase ol laud in the tribal areas. In addition, in 
the general interest. if the society, purchase of land in t ertain Slates 
may also be restrictive in nature and may not allow everyone to 
buy land and settle down in i ertain specified areas 

(ti) 111 case of freedom of trade anti occupation too, some 
reasonable lestrictioiis have bci'n placed by the Constitution. 
Tins right to profession is sub)ct l lo having prescribed qualifica¬ 
tions A person cannot choose lo be a doctor if he does not pos- 
■sess the required qualifications. Fven the State may decide to 
enter some protersion to the exclusion ot private parties. 

Q. 3. What is Command Area Development Programme 
(CADPl? Discuss. ALso highlight the environmental aspects 
of irrigation projects. 

Ans. riie Command Area Development Programme (C,\DP) 
is a centrally sponsored si heme which lakes care of tlie irrigation 
aspects like field channels, land levelling, field drains and opti¬ 


mum use of ground and surface water. It also involves the rota¬ 
tional .system of water distribution, onsurt's equitable and timely 
distribution of water and evolve^ need-based Itval cropping pat¬ 
terns and water management practices There are certain ancillary 
activities like constructions ol link roads, godowns, market cen¬ 
tres, supply of agricultural inputs, tapping ot ground water and 
agriculture extension systems. Introduced in l'')75-7b, CADP ini¬ 
tially laid emphasis on the development of infrastructure so tliat the 
water could be distributt'd to the lields of the firmers. 

During the implementatitin of the programme at various 
stages certain limitations were experienced. Absence of u|ito- 
date land records in many Stales created hurdle in implement¬ 
ing a desirable water distribution system. There was inherent 
resistance among the farmers towards the consolidation of land 
holdings, which was a pre-requisite tor a good water manage¬ 
ment system. Organisational deticiencics and inadequate Ilow 
of credit towards development ol ii rig.ition system was another 
constraint. It was, however, heartening '.r note that wherever 
the programme was introduced m an elficicnt manner and ad¬ 
equate water was provided to the larmers, they took up some of 
the works like land-levelling volunlarih 

Considered in totality, the C .\DI’ has not been as siitiesslul 
as originally envisaged. Tlie progress in physical terms has been 
tar from satistaclory. Pvoh ing and propagating the new cropping 
pattern under the changed irrigation conditions has also been 
inadequate. Moreover, the ['rogramine is being impleineiUed 
through the existing field agencies and it is desirable to have a 
separate authority lo effectiv ely implement this piogramme. Ihe 
direct involvement of farmers is a must lo make ( '.ADI' really a 
resounding succe.ss. 

Environmental Aspects; Constriulion oi iiuilti-}iuipose 
power projects has irrigation as an integral part. But one i>l the 
major criticism of such pro|ccts is iliat they .lamage llie environ¬ 
ment in many ways Destruction ol lerlile lands and good torests 
submerged m tlie reservoir is the lirst aspect In addilioii, large 
scale displacement ot people and i.ipid siltatio.i oi reservoir le- 
SLilting from failure to check ert'sion in tile i atcliment areas is vet 
another problem. 

There is a growing awareness <imong the genvral public 
about the environmental aspects llie examples ot Sardar 
Saiov aras well as Tehri Dam are belore us I'liere is an iiii leas¬ 
ing need for keeping the disturbance to the en\ iionmenl bv a 
multipurpose power project lo the minimum in its design it¬ 
self. Decrease in sedimentation, moderation ol floods and in¬ 
crease in land fertility are three olhei environmental aspects 
which must be considered by the government. Environmental 
factors must be considered on prioiity by the project design¬ 
ers. Measures for catchment area treatment for the areas up¬ 
stream the dam r’lust be clearly tackled. Voluntary agencies 
with a proven track record have to be associated foi this pur¬ 
pose. Communities living near forests must also be involved in 
the process of development and protection of forests. Due care 
must be taken to provide safeguards against potential adverse 
ecological consequences emanating tiem the coiisiruction of 
the project and its operation. 
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HIV menace 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to fight the menace of HIV (AIDS) virus. 
Say how the steps suggested by you 
would be effective indeed! 

Ans. Human race, since its very in¬ 
ception, has learnt to live with diseases, 
epidemics and genetic deformities. Al- 
tliough medical science has been able to 
nearly eradicate the scourges of small-pox, 
plague, chok'ia and the like, it is still to 
find a reliable and reassuring remedy lor 
the fast growing menace of HIV (AIDS) 
virus. The causes for such a catastrophe 
overtaking us in future are known, but the 
medicines to curb, control and cure it are 
still beyond oiii comprehension or avail- 
.ibilily When caught in such a predicament, 
the only way to mininusc the threat is to 
strictly follow the tollowmg measures. 

Both prudence and precaution can 
play a pnotal part in keeping the wolf 
(AIDS) awav Irom the door. The first and 
loremost step that all need to take is to 
become aculelv aware of how the infection 
spreaa-. in human body and destroys its 
immune system. In order to create aware¬ 
ness about s^x matters among the masses, 
especially the youth and other vulnerable 
segments, the introduction ot 'sex educa¬ 
tion' in schools and colleges is a high'y 
desirable measure. 

Dne of the most potent carriers of HIV 
infection or virus, be sides unsaK' or het¬ 
erogeneous sex, is the transfusion ot blood 
from one person to the other. Since most ol 
the blood banks do not have testing equip¬ 
ment or instruments to test whether a 
donor's blood is free or not from HIV vi¬ 
rus, its transmission into another body, 
plays havoc on detection at a later stage. In 
view of this serious lapse the Apex Court 
has directed the Central and State Health 
Departments to ensure that all blood banks 
are equipped with HIV testing devices. 


Before licences are issued to blood banks, ! 
the directions I'f the court must be carried j 
out in letter and spirit. | 

Rightly, the media and the medical I 
world have shown serious concern at the i 
rapid spread of HIV infection in India but 
most of flic HIV related information has 
an urban and 'western' orientation. As we 
all know, outside our metros and a hand- i 
ful of large cities, the profession ol den- ' 
tistry is carried out with primitive ! 
instrumcntsandannppallmgdLsmgardfor j 
hygiene, cleansing and disinfection. Such ! 
professionals need to be addressed as a ! 
specific group on HIV avoidance. Similarly, : 
the practices of getting the nostrils and ear¬ 
lobes pierced and tattoos inscribed bv iJlit- i 
crate artisans using filthy or infected | 
instruments are highly likelv to spread HIV , 
infection. Either by law or education 
through the visual media, people can be , 
warned against the dangers inherent in ; 
such activities or hobbies. 

Empowerment of women and 
reservations 

Q. 'Empowerment of women ; 
through reservations' is a myth. Sub- , 
stantiate your views for or against the ' 
statement, based on your reading, 
knowledge and experiences. I 

Ans. There is no denying the fad that 1 
women comprise nc'arly fifl\' pc^r cent ol our 
population and still they continue to be : 
treated most unfairly and unjustly in almost ! 
dll walks ol life. Barring a few exceplions 
and some bright patches her^ and there, i 
whe.e some women have become known i 
and conspicuous, the rest remain v ictims of | 
exploitation, harassment and atrcx'ities. [.it- j 
cracy among them is abysmally low and j 
perhaps the work-load, both at home and | 
outside, that they handle is the heaviest. | 
They have very little say, both in domestic j 
and social matters and dieir voice on the \ 


vital socio-economic Issues is like a drop in 
the ocean. For the 'powers-that-be' and oth¬ 
ers who matter on the socio-economic and 
political chess-board of India, 'reservations' 
come easy and handy, both as a gimmick as 
well as a slogan to get out ot the dilemma. 
Short-cuts like 'reservalioas' have become 
panacea for all the ills that prick our collec¬ 
tive consciousnc's' 

To infer that only 'reservations' can 
empower the deprived and the dispossessed 
is lo miss the real issue. Reservation of seats 
for women may empower some women, and 
cnMte an atmosphere of competitive perfor¬ 
mance between men and women, but the 
a-al purposi' of making all women equal 
partners and division makers may still elude 
us. Reservabons tend lo create vested inter¬ 
ests, tor the preservation and protection of 
which llie beiieliciarit's and their cohorts 
leave no stone unturned Nowliere in the 
world, has the policy ot reservations been 
e\'er ailopttvl to empower women. 

A meaningful empowerment of 
voini'ii can bivi/.ne a realilv only when 
they are educated, enlightened and trained 
in some usetul arts and crafts. Without 
econo.’Tiii' indepeudeiue, knowledge and 
assertion ot rights, women cannot stand 
shoulder to shoiiidet wifli the meivfolk, 
who have always tivated ih<“m as their 
interiors and second class citizens Reser¬ 
vation of jobs for them can go a long way 
in belteiing their lot and living conditions 
but liere too, the need of the liour is to 
ed ucate tliem properly, irrespective of their 
economic status, patriarchal mind-set, its 
pride and prc)udice.s. Just as a single swal¬ 
low does not herald the onset ol summer, 
similarly, going the whole hog for tlic policy 
of reservations in respect of women and 
their empowerment, may prove a myth. 

Human beings and addictions 

Q. If human beings give up al I types 
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of addictions. Give three important con¬ 
sequences if such a thing happens in 
the world. 

Ans. With mnsfiil or under lonipul- 
sion, for tun or lolK, luinum heings luivi' 
been falling an ea>'V pivv t.i \ ai luus forms 
of addictions If In some ijuirk of cii- 
cumslances human beings give up all 
types of adthftions, iheloliowmg conse¬ 
quences, both immediate and long-term, 
will usher in 

One of the most important and visible 
fall-outs of such a situation; humans will 
be rid of the horrendous hold that addic¬ 
tion had kept over them, inflicting both 
physical and financial strain on their per¬ 
sonality Many a home that witness tends, 
break-ups or c\ en violence due to the fact 
tliat one or more ol its members am given 
to addiction, will find peace returning and 
prosperity spreading its wings 

Narco-terrorism, a b.ine of recent times, 
that has posed a serious threat to the civilisi'd 
societies across the globe, will receive timely 
and telling set-back. Illegal money, that has 
flowed from diug-trnfficking and adversi'ly 
affected the currencies ot many countries, 
will cease to operate to a very great extent. 
Terrorism, both national as well as global, 
that has thrived on the smuggling ol iiar 
cotlcs and other deadly drugs, will face the 
crunch on account of slirinking financial 
support and the world, to that extent, shall 
feel a sigh of relief and rula.<alion 

Mony promising lives that have witli- 
ered in the wildness of drug-addicrion, will 
begin to smile again. Victims of drugs and 
other addictions can hope 10 start their 
innings on a clean pitch and thus contrib¬ 
ute their physical and mental faculties to¬ 
wards tile making of a better worlii. The 
money that iuis been going into the gutters 
of abject addictions, will be saved and thus 
invested in constructive .ind creative ac¬ 
tivities. In short, the disappearance of all 
addictions, will make this earth free Irom 
many tensions, traumas and tragedies. 

Population bomb 

Q. Some people think that we have not 
done much or enough to control our growing 
population. Give your views based on groimd 
realities, experiences and knowledge. 

Ans. Though Lidia is confronted witli 


a liost of problems, no other predicament 
is as intricate and intractable as that of our 
growing population. In fact, it appears that 
we are sitting on a volcano that can erupt 
any moment. Today, we can't help feeling, 
and rightly too, the adverse or negative 
effects ot our burgeoning population on 
our socio-economic structure and various 
programmes that have failed to produce 
the desired results. It may not be an exag¬ 
geration to say that the population bomb 
is slowly but surely ticking to explode one 
day, to leave us only to rue over our past 
complacency and compromise. Population 
in plenty, poverty in plenty and the pau¬ 
city of basic services in plenty—these arc 
the rigorous realities of our polity today. 

The bigoted belief—the more, the 
merrier—has done immense liarm, not only 
to tlie national interests but also to those 
families which, in order to augment their 
incomes, plead for more children, ignor¬ 
ing the resultant reality that additional 
hands also mean additional mouths to feed, 
cloth and house. On the part of ruling 
parties after independence, for an issue like 
the growing population, which should 
have been treated as a national problem 
witli varitti ramifications, only half-hearted 
measures were taken to tackle it Like the 
independence movement, tainily planning 


should have been treated likewise and all 
sections of society, irrespective of their 
class, caste, creed and religion, should have 
been inspired, or even coaxed and cajoled, 
into limiting their families to the bare-mini¬ 
mum level but this was not done lor ob¬ 
vious reasons. A crude attempt to 
implement family planning programme, 
more for the sake of statistics and less for 
its genuine aim, was pushed through dur¬ 
ing the Emergency and what resulted from 
crass compulsion and callous coercion, is 
there for all to sec and suffer. 

So far we have placed the entire onus of 
family planning programme becoming a 
success on our women-tolk, as if only tliej 
are responsible or accountable for the run¬ 
away population explosion. The hypocrisv 
on the part of men and llieir manipulative 
tactics and teclmiques in such matters as 
population control, eqiialitv and sivial jus¬ 
tice for all, have been too subtle to be ig¬ 
nored any turther. It family planning 
programmes iviui jiolicies are framcxl by men, 
it is their duty as well to see that they come 
forward and volunteer tliem.selves to make 
a significant success of these programmes, 
let them not treat tlie women-folk as the 
proverbial Siiciilicial goal at the allai ol this 
monumental problem, that can exjikKle any 
moment, unless defused here and now 
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■ COVER STORY CONTEST WINNERS 

Ihe PligM of ilie Educated 



Our essay competition on The 
Plight of the Educated* 
announced in the January ‘98 
issue, drew a huge response, as 
with the earlier contests. We are 
happy to see so many young 
people responding to something 
which undoubtedly touches them 
so deeply. 

The common theme running in 
the entries, received from all the 
States of India, is that the 
educated people can change the 
system if they want to. The only 
thing required is a sense of 
values and ethics. We hope that 
the Idealism and the fire 
expressed on these pages 
remains In the youngsters when 
they join responsible positions, 
and that power does not trap 
them as It seems to hove done 
for the previous generaton. If 
our prize winners and other 
entrants jutt live up to their 
weirds, ihe decllhe in our country 
cpiAd «w|l be curbed. 

Read on to feet the mood of die 
youthin die courdry. If your 
entry dpea tiol ligioe here, do 
ltd! daldMir. Wd win bteanying 
^imi iiotabift reepoiww in our 



FIRST PRIZE 

PqIIovI Noyok 
has done her 
MScIn 
Chemistry 
and Is 

preparing for 
competitive 
exams. She 
lives In Bargorh in Orissa. 

When I was in college, o 
minister was invited 1 o our annual 
function The willingness of our 
lecturers to serve him hurt me a 
lot I did not expect my respected 
teachers to be doing small tasks 
lor anyone. Later, I found that 
mony educated people do this 
kind of 0 thing everyday Most of 
us hove 0 servile ottitude to 
anyone in power. 

The trouble is that even to hove 
simple things done, we need the 
influence of powerful people. I could 
not gel o hostel seat in the university 
even though I was second on Ihe 
merit list. I was forced to approach 
on influentiol person and was given 
0 seal irnmediotely If this could 
happen in o small town, one con 
well imagine what is happening (ill 
over the country Needless to say. it 
IS the educated themselves who ho/e 
creoted such o system that mokes 
them bow unnecessarily If they 
strictly followed merit, why would 
there be need for the intervention 
of on influentiol person for o smoll 
task? 

Education is used by most of 
us to get a job and later to remain 
in that job. No wonder we 'are 
willing to grovel before some 
politician or the other for our own 
selfish interest 



SECOND PRIZE 

Lopomudra 
Bendiiapaciryay 
is from 
CalcuHa. She 
wonts to join 
tho civil 
services and, 
later, active 

politics. 

At present Ihe plight of the 
educated Indion is indeed dismal, 
but all is not lost I propose the 
following steps for improving the 
scenorio 

As 0 first step, prior to 
elections, political condidotes 
should be mode to sit for on 
exominotion similar to the civil 
services. Once elected, they should 
be on probation foi six months If 
they foil to discharge then duties, 
they should be ilisnussed by the 
President An autonomous super¬ 
visory body should keep tiock of 
the assets o* the leaders The body 
should also advise the President 
obout dismissing the incoinpeleni 
elected representatives 

Secondly, the Indian Penal 
Code should be made more 
stringent to deal with corruption Any 
person should be able to file 
criminoi coses against ministers, if 
lie hos proof The system of taking 
permission to prosecute a corrupt 
leader should be done owny with 

Finol'y, 0 civil servant should 
hnve the right to appeol to the 
President or Governor if he feels 
that 0 minister's orders go against 
Ihe national interest. 

These things, if implemented, 
would empower the educated 
people to Q very great extent. 



THIRD PRIZE 


KIran Kumar 
Modon is 
doing Mi ’ 
idw. Ha lives 
in Jalandhar 
in Pun|ab. 

I am really confused os to the 
solution to the problem. Officers, 
for instance, connot go ogainst 
wrong orders of politicians because 
they will be sidelined or transferred. 
Secondly, it seems power corrupts 
even the well-educated. So, 
elevating educated people to 
responsible positions is not the 
answer 

The problem lies with the 
system, which will not be changed 
by those who benefit from it It 
can only be i-honged by the youth 
Having o revolution is one thing, 
but more could be achieved by 
Ihe eJucaled youth who do not 
to'gel iheii ideolisin when they 
ochieve positions of power It is 
an individual eltori All of us hove 
to take responsibility and stand 
foi OKI beliefs The moment we 
begin to en|oy Ihe rewards of 
power, we can say that we have 
lost Ihe battle 



nspm!. degmseths. 
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CONSOLATION PRIZES 


■» Devaraja T. 

N. works In 
' Mangalore 

' ’■ on«* wonts 

to be a civil 

liSlL Jli servant. 

The educated expeci to be 
looked alter and wont romlortoble 
jobs, forgetting that education is |ust 
a base and the rest is up to the 
individual to use il towards achieving 
the best We should stop blaming 
the system and instead try to correct 
it Hard work, honesty and faith are 
the main elements required to build 
a strong nation We have to take 
responsibility ond stop looking for 
ways that the country can help us 

M. Soundarlya 
Prootha is 
TV doing her MA 
^ n in Inglish 
d Literature in 
^ Anantapur in 

Pradesh. She wants to be a 
{oumalist. 

Some States in South India 
have been under actors-lurned- 
politicians for long spells. Personality 
colts havetokeri awoy our rotionality 
Even the educated people get 
corned away and (ail to realise that 
hero-worship has ruined the country 
The fault lies in our outlook we take 
education as a guarantee of 
livelihood and not for ''hanging the 
wrong things m the country Once 
we realise thot the country con be 
changed only by our actions, 
perhaps we ve il begin to take 
ourselves seriously and nol let the 
development of the country lie in 
the bonds of chariotans. 

Christophar V. 
Fernandes Is 
doing his 
B.Com. and 
wants to be 
a self- 
emploired 
businessman after his 



graduation. He lives in 
Bhopal. 

The silence of the educoted 
people has brought us to a sorry 
pass today that the criminals rule 
us in many States Educotion should 
give us couroge to stand up agoinst 
injustices but it has mode us into 
powerless beings. Many have used 
it only to fill their coffers Slowly, the 
educated of the country will realise 
where their silence is leoding them. 
They will begin to stand up ond fight 
the system. Therein lies o hope of 
regeneration 


Vineet 
Paniker it a 
Kience 
(ludent in 
, ^ Jodhpur, 

i Raiasthan. He 

has set his 
sights on a career In 
management. 

The educated ond the 
intellectuals of the country are in a 
pathetic condition Though they 
have better opportunities and 
focili'ies than the uneducated, they 
have allowed themselves to be 
subjugated by those in power In 
many ways, the uneducated 
contribute more to the notion - 
foctory and agricultural workers 
produce, while the educated push 
files and create obstacles for those 
who want to make a living. Perhops 
the problem could (le solved by 
introducing the importance of values 
in our education system 

Mathew 
George works 
in Sidhi ir. 
Madhyo 
Pradesh. His 
dream i;to 
become a 

successful accountant. 

It IS a stronge situation that 
Indians have been oble to work well 
outside their country and not within 
It. Even in the country, the hard¬ 
working prefer to work for 
multinational companies. Many 


others opt for government service 
for the security of job. This is hardly 
the path to development 

Ishani Maitra 
is doing her 
B.Sc.in 
Isabella 
Thobum 
Callage, 
Lucknow. She 
wants to be a politician. 

There is immense frustration 
among the educoted youth. No one 
IS willing to accept challenges I look 
around myself and see that there is 
no zeal, inspirotion or motivation 
among my doss motes. 

The need of the hour is to 
cleanse the political system, which 
con only be done if well-meaning 
youth enter politics. It is the 
educated youth alone who can clear 
politics of the criminal elements and 
punish those who use office for 
profit. 

Mitika Verma 
is doing her 
BCA In Patna. 
She wants to 
be a 

computer 

professional. 

It is surprising that the civil 
servants, who are the cream of 
society, are ot the whims of the 
political doss They become more 
as personal servants of ministers. It 
IS to escape this humiliation that 
many educated people leave the 
country. Thus, the talent of the 
people which could transform India 
IS being used by other countries for 
their own development Out country 
hos allowed itself to be exploited 
because it does not respect its own 
people 

Manisha 
Singh, from 
Ailnhabad, 
has done her 
BA and looks 
„ forward io a 
j§ career in the 





chrli services. 


A profession that is chosen 
only because of high salary and 
perks, IS likely to result in 
compromises later on. It is, 
therefore, important for the 
educated to estimate their ability 
ond bent of mind before rushing in 
any coreer. A person who compro¬ 
mises may please his immediate 
boss for a while, but does not earn 
respect over the long run. If each 
one of us live honourably, the plight 
of the educated will become the 
might of the educated 

Vikram 
Mahajan is 
doing his 
Mechanical 
Engineering 
in Pune, 
Maharashtra. 

Now iS the time for tfie 
educated to fight for a common 
cousc All of us must pledge to resist 
wrong orders, no morter where they 
come from. If the previous 
generation made a mistake ol 
forgetting their values, it is up to the 
educated of today to bring them 
back 


Mukesh 
Kumar 
Sharma is 
doing his 
MBBS. He 
V. it ' / lives In 
Kopurthaia in Punjab. 

Most of us promote corruption 
by ignoring it. Tfie ensis con be 
resolved if we decide nol to take 
the eosy way in small as wel. as Oig 
motteis An attitudinal chonge has 
to begin from home and school 
We hove to practise self- discipline 
to live a simple and clean life. The 
educated have to moke o firm 
decision not to bond over their 
destiny to those who ore out to grab 
money and power. This is difficult in 
the short term, but if we persevere, 
things can change. So it is really up 
to the privileged few who hove been 
oble to get o good education, to 
live life ethically. 
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Model Paragraidis 


"There never was a good war or a 
bad peace." 

—Benjamin ’'mnklin 

The history ol human civilisation j 
and culture tellingly testifies that war 
has always been a scourge and peace i 
for ever a source of succour. It war is a I 
curse that visits upon the lives of those | 
who are mere pawns in the hands of ! 
war-mongers, pence is a bles.sing for all i 
thosi’ who cravi' for progress and i 

prosperity F^ich war sows the seeds of ! 
another war, more diaboliial and 
lie; trueti\ e, having the dubious distinc- | 
tion of rendering the innocent and the j 
vulnerable maimed and crippled. Peace, ; 
in all its parameters, offers opportuni j 
ties of sell-promotion, social i oopera- | 
tion and national rejuvenation. Under l 
no circumslances can we jiistily the j 
lireaking I'Ut of a war, nor can we | 

lx rale the priA aience of peace which 
happens to be the progenitor of all- 
rounii progiess. II war inflicts pain, 
peace plotters pleasure War may ignite ; 
the egi' of a few, but peace offeis caring 
touch to the insulted and injured ! 

sensibilities ot those who suffer at the | 
hands of war-hounds. The horrors of 
war send chill down the spine whereas 
the gifts ol peace make most of us gloat 
o\('i man\ achievement'' that it makes 

po.ssible to realise ! 

I 

I 

'To a man with an empty stomach ! 
food is God.' j 

-Mahatma Gandhi \ 

A hungry man is generally an angry 
man, is a fact that needs neither much 
evidence nor explanation. A person with 
an empty stomach fails to listen to any 
sermon or slogan unless his hunger for 
fivjd is met. For him the existence of Gcxl 


docs not carry any weight. All tail talk 
about the omnipresence of God falls flat 
on deaf ears of the victim of hunger. If 
wc really mean to put across the message 
of God into the hearts and minds ol those 
whose stomachs are empty and who are 
crying and craving for food, we must 
feed them properly and adequately. 

Trying to convince a hungry man that 
God is before him and he need not worry 
about his worldly needs like food and 
shelter is like casting pearls before a 
swine. In fact, when a man with hunger 
eating into his vitals, loses his temper and 
refuses to see God as others with bclleys 
full would like him to sec, wc should 
neither be surprised nor shocked. For a 
hungry man food is his God and every 
other consideration is futile and frivolous. 

"The art of life is the avoiding of 
pain." 

—Thomas Irfferson 
For ordinary mortals, a purposeful 
life means a pa.ssionate pursuit of 
possessions and pleasures, power and 
prestige. In the race to acquire worldly 
paraphernalia that further fires the 
passion ot self-aggrandisement, most of 
us forget that living is an art, both 
delicate and delicious. The aim of life is 
not merely the satisfai tion ol one's 
whims and wishes at the cost of others’ 
needs and nuances of their aspirations. 
Saints and sages, philosophers and 
preachers, in all ages and climes, have 
urged upon the human race to triMt life 
as an art, the objective of which ought to 
be more and more pleasure both lor the 
self and for others. Life is not a contract 
to break new path.s and jump tlie queue 
to have one's way by fair or foul means. 
It is an active following of a mission that 
does not deprive others of their rightful 


j place in the socio-economic milieu. 

I Hurting the feelings of others does not 
I guarantee any good to ourselves. Life is 
! not a crude exercise to promote the self 
I only but an august art to augment as 
much happiness as possible, both with 
caring concepts and concrete conduct. 

"Sweet are the fruits of delay." 

—Tagore 

' In a world where speed and success 
i have become synonymous, pwiple are 
1 fast losing faith in patience, which, as a 
; unique paradigm (model) of human 
j psyche and behaviour, can still hold a 
! prominent place in our lives. Prayer, 

I patience and perseverance, forming a 
1 true tiiangle of life, can save us from 
: maiiv an unsavoury situation that haste 
; or impatience may bring on our heads. 

' Delay is not dithering and patience is 
not putting off action for an indefinite 
■ period 'They also serve who stand and 
wail' was said of those for whom pa¬ 
tience and faith r.-n work miracles, lo be 
. circumspect in matters that concern our 
daily inteiaction wilh others, does not 
mean we are cowards or laggards, b 
only shows that we evaluate the pros 
, and cons of oui plans and their execu¬ 
tion after due thought and consider¬ 
ation, lest we are caught on the wrong 
: toot and made to retreat in shame and 
i sh(Kk. Fdch human activity requires time 
i to bear fruit and however impatient or 
i irritant we may be, nature won’t change 
j its cycle nor others would yield before 
our fancies, simply because delay or 
waiting would serve our selfish interest. 
Patience is precious and one should not 
throw it away in consternation or confu- 
1 sion Delay can prove our best defence 
when confronted with a volatile vortex 
of vexation. 
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I am empl(i}ed in a 
company, but my biggest 
problem is my inability 
to converse in English. IT^ 

This has become an J[^ 

impediment for my 
promotion. Please suggest some ways in ' 
which 1 can overcome my handicap. 

—MS. Rti/ni’ditf, I’liiir (Miilwrnt,lilrii/ i 
Many Indian people tace this prob- i 
lem, but it can be overcome. For starters, | 
make it a habit to listen to English . 
language radio broadcasts and television , 
programmes. Make a conscious effort to . 
speak sentences as you hear them. Start 
practising reading I'.nglish passages from > 
books and periodicals and tape your 
speech. When you listen to these tape's, 
you will get to know your mistakes and . 
can improve upon them. You can also )oin ! 
a coaching centre, where you lan prai tise 
your skills VVith time, you wdll find 
yourself becoming better and better. 

What is the pattern of examination 
for the entrance to PG Diploma conducted 
by Indian Institute of Fore.stry 
Management (IIFM), Bhopal? 

Viin’li Kumnr Snig/;, Mhilhibnd (LIR‘ ■, 
The entrance test ol HIM, Khopal, 
ciiiisists ot reading 'oinpivhensiun, prob¬ 
lem solvmg, analysis ol situations, data 
ipterpret.ilion and sulticieni y, writing abil¬ 
ity and general knowledge. Regular prat- 
tice can hel| vou crash the test. For the 
F.nglish section, develop a good vocabu¬ 
lary and review giainmar concepts Maths 
and reasoning are likewise mastered 
tlirough doing regular exereises You can 
Jo the tesi p.ipers published in liii Co\i- 
I'l.inii'N M.\-.iik tor this purpose ideally 
start preparing early tor such tests so that 
yon are able to develop a gooii speed. i 

I 

I have a personal problem, i have 
many blemishes, pimples, scars and warts 
on my face and legs. Flow can these be 
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cured? Should 1 go to beauty parlours? 

—Rosy Ris/it, Kathiin (J & K) 

We liope you arc not unnecessarily 
worrying about your appearance, because 
many pimples ami blemishes clear up by 
themselves as one grows up. If you think 
that you have a serious problem, we sug¬ 
gest you go to a good dermatologist in 
the local hospital. Beauty parlours are un- 
liki'lv to be ol help. By promising exotic 
ti'chnii]iics like laser surgery, they may ag¬ 
gravate your problem. 

On the otlier hand, we suggest you 
concentrate more on your other activities. 
Once you are successful in anything, 
pi’ople wii! not sec your warts, but ap¬ 
preciate you for 'he kind of person you 


After doing my class 12 in biology, I 
joined B.Com. through a correspondence 
course. Now I am told that prestigious 
institutes do not accept such a degree. 
What can I do now? 

-VurAiui Tripatlii, l.uckmm' (UP) 
It i-- true that some institute.', do not 
ai cept graduation done through correspon¬ 
dence They even mention this in their 
adverlisi'meiU, This is unfair to the students 
in remote areas, having no access to a 
college, but the trend is becoming more 
pronounceu. What you can do now is to 
complete your course and apply for such 
institutes which do not specifically men¬ 
tion tills condition. There are still a number 
oi instiluhr. which will offer you admis¬ 
sion, provided you clear their other criteria. 

What arc the PTI and UNI? 

- IVilkOn Wnliit, DImnwisala (HP) 
Tlie Tress Trust of India (PTI) and 


United News of India (UNI) are news-gath¬ 
ering organisations. They have correspon¬ 
dents in a large number of places and 
supply the news to newspapers and other 
media organisations. Such organisations 
benefit because they cannot have so many 
correspondents spread all over the coun¬ 
try. Those news agencies aie, therefore, very 
useful in collecting news from all over the 
I country. 

! Which countriesaremembersoflhcG-7? 
j —Arup Roy, Khmagpur 

I The C-7 was a group of seven de- 
vMoped nations: USA, Japan, Germany, 

I Britain, France, Canada .ind Italy. In 
j IW7, an eighth member, Russia, was 
i included, making it G-8. 

I 

I am interested in appearing for the 
I Indian Economic Services. When are the 
i exams held? 

j —Maya C. Pillai, Kottayam (Kerala) 

■ The notification for the Indian F.co- 
i nomic Service Examination will appear in 
i February 1998. The exam will be held in 
; September 1998. 

i 

I 1 am doing final year in Physics. I do 
! not know whether I should take up a 
I lucrative career in finance or pursue further 
studies in Physics. Can you help me decide? 

— A. laved Sheriff, Vellore (Tamil Nadu) 
You are the best judge to decide what 
you want to do. We liave always said that 
one should be good in whatever one does. 
If you excel in Physics, you may earn more 
than in any other career. Choose what you 
are really interested in doing and not what 
is lucrative. 
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How can I prepare for the TOEFL exam? 

—Tarika Tliakur, liilaspiir (HP) 

There are a number of books and cassettes available for the 
TOEFL exam. Ideally, you should get a prospectus and the latest 
plan of examination from Educational Testing Services (F IS). 
Then look for material that best fulfils the examination criteria. 
As the exam keeps changing from year to year, try to get the 
latest books. 

What are the prospects after doing BBA? Is it necessary to 
do MBA after it? 

—Rohiiii Singh, Chandigarh 

One would be able to get a job as a junior executive after the 
BBA. If you want to rise further, it is advisable to do MBA. 

I have a lot of interest in Anthropology. What are the 
prospects after doing a course in it? 

—Rasliini Sharma, Lucknow (UP) 

The career prospects after doing a course in Anthropology 
are rather limited, as there are few opportunities available. But 
that does not mean you cannot make a career in it. If you are 
really interested in it, you can do a course in it and search for 
organisations that employ trained anthropologists. You could 
also go abroad. 

1 am very interested in copy-writing. How can I make a 
career in it? 

—Mintii Mullick, (juwa)mti (Afisaiu) 

To be a good copywriter, your must be creative and have 
excellent command over English. To make a career in it, vou 
should do a diploma m mass communications or advertising 
from an institute or university of your choice Many 
advertising agencies too have their own institutes 
Altcrn.ativcly, you can join ns an apprentice with an agenev 
and develop ytiur skills, though this would be the hard vv<iv 
and take longer. 

Which organ is mainly damaged by hepatitis? 

—Ajjy Shigh Rhardwaj. \-:u' Ih'lhi 

The liver. 

I am a student of Biology. Can I opt for BCA? 

S/ia>t’/a Singh. Ihitnu (Hihnii 

The eligibility for .nost BCA courses is mathematics. It 
you have studied this upto class 12, you w'ould be eligible tor 
BCA. 

1 am going to institute in India which carries on research on 
treatment of AIDS? 

—M. Shramn Kumar, Pune (Miiharii'ihtia) 

Though some AIDS research is being conducted in premier 
institutes like the AIIMS, New Delhi, foreign countries an* in the 
forefront in this area. We are not aware of any other institute 
conducting such research in India. 
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C.S. BedI ft R.S. Aggarwal 

S. Chand's General Studies 2/e 1998 

Rs. 

450.00 

(with free supptmenl on Current Events) 

R. S. Aggarwal 

S. Chand's Question Bank in General Studies 1/e 1998 

Rs. 

150.00 

Man! Ram Aggarwat'a 

G. K. Digest ft Gen. Studies 58/e 1998 

Rs. 

200.00 

LANGUAGE 

A.N. Kapur 

General English for Competitions 

(In Press) 

R.S. Aggarwal ft Monlia Aggarwal 

Objective General English 1/e 1998 

Rs. 

175.00 

T. Saran 

Precis Writing and Drafting 30/e 1995 

Rs. 

40.00 

REASONING 



R.S. Aggarwal 

Verbal Reasoning 1/e rep. 1998 

Rs. 

115.00 

Non-Veifaai Reasoning 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

105.00 

Verbal & Non-Verbal Reasoning 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

200.00 
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Data Interpretation 1/e 1997 

Rs. 

45.00 

Maths, for NDA Entr. Exam. 4/e 1997 

Rs. 

120.00 

Maths, for CDS Entr. Exam. 3/e mp. 1998 

Rs. 

120.00 

Maths, for MCA Entr. Exam. 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

105.00 

Maths, for MBA Entr. Exam. 1/e rep. 1997 

Rs. 

135.00 

Maths, for BBA Entr. Exam. 1/e edn. 1998 

Rs. 

135.00 

Obj. Arithmetic 2/e rep. 1998 

Rs. 

110.00 

Quantitative totitude 6/e 1998 

Rs. 

115.00 

3tei irtm 57^ nfet) 5/e 1997 

Rs. 

100.00 

315 w fFT nfefr) 3/e 1997 

Rs. 

90.00 

COMPLETE GUIDES 

R.S. Aggarwal 

Guide for Bank P.O. Exam. 1/e rep. 1997 

Rs. 

150.00 

Bank Clerical Guide 1/e rep. 1997 

Rs. 

70.00 

S.S.C. Clerk's Grade Kit (Fully Solved) 1/e 1997 

Rs. 

150.00 

Guide tor MCA Entr. Exam. 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

145.00 

t5 535^ 1/e 1997 

Rs. 

65.00 

K.L Kumar 

Your Interview 1/e 1997 

Rs. 

95.00 
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Mahesh Jain 

Objective Physics 

Rs. 

250.00 

H. Kaur 

Objective Chemistry 

Rs. 

325.00 

S.R. Singh 

Objective Botany 

Rs. 

150.00 

P.S. Verma ft P.C. Srfvastava 

Objective Zoology 

1 

(In Press) 

R.S. Aggarwal 

Question Bank in Mathematics 

Rs, 

125.00 

Shreesh Bhardwa) 

Question Bank in Chemistry 

Rs. 

95.00 

Mahesh Jain ft M.K. Gupta 

Question Bank in Physics 

Rs. 

105.00 


S. CHANO & COMPANY LTD. 

Rom N.ngar, New Dolhi-110055 
Ph; 7772080-81-82 Fax; 91-11-7777446 

firont/ii’S Bcinyiilo'i'I i: .’.'''HCl'i '.'.jli ulla i'n I,*!','' ..'.'V-’i-l (I1.111 
f'h'Vli '-C) Clii.nhii, I I, I .iiwdlidli Hi 'i.'.'' .'i 

Hyditralxrd Hi Jdili'l'' Koilut'li iGHH:!’ /.'/iH)! .■ 'Gi'’ 

Mumboi Pli 2 i'iv 0 ?ib’i MacjpurHi ■b’lMi! Putrai I' .''li''’ 


Imimive Ybur Word Power 


1. ambit” ii;| spiMk (l(iiiii) (li) rvst (in pcact') (() walk (slnw) 
(if) hit (hard) 

2. bloke ill) man (h) animal (r) bird id) beast. 

.3 cower: (n) rush (torward) (l>) move (in tear) ic) cry (in pain) 
(d) n'nu'mbtT (by heart). 

4. deadpan; (ii) mindless (/>) thoughtless (c) helpless (d) ex¬ 
pressionless. 

5. effusion; (a) unbridled horse (h) indulgent parents (c) sav¬ 
age behaviour (rf) unrestrained utterance 

6. feckiessness; (fl) irresponsibility ((>) slavery (c) freedom 
(d) struggle. 

7. grime; (d) goal (b) revolution (r) dirt (d) evolution. 

8. hooky; (rt) follower (h) absentee (c) devotee (d) sales¬ 
man. 

y. inebriation; (/i) senselessness {/'I consciousness (c) drunk¬ 
enness (d) giiiliness. 

10. jockey (v); (</) pacify (^) modify (c) support (d) cheat. 

11. kerfuffle; (a) silence (h) speech (c) betrayal (d) noise. 

12. lubricious: (u) obscene (/>) decent (i) smart (d) tavourite. 

13 melee: (a) |ourney (/>) disorder (c) expedition (d) adven¬ 
ture. 

14. nutty: (ii) cra/y (/O obedient (c) k.ithful (d) bookish 

1.3. ostracism: (a) contession (!') exclusion (c) permission 
(d) admission. 

l(i peroration: (a) unruly crowd (/>) lengthy speech (c) rough 
road (d) smooth suitace 

17 resolute; («) simple (ii) sure (c) shaky (d) turn 

18. sham; («) realitv (h) fake (i) attraction (d) prayei 

19. tittle-tattle: (a) gossip (/i) rebuke (i) reveard (d) criticise. 

20. update: (<i> regret (b) repent (c) re\ise (d) recommend 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1. amble: U) walk or ride (slow). 

— Since we were not in a hurry, we uinie iiinbliii-^ down the 

road 

2. bloke: (al man, tellow, chap. 

— Reing a weird (strange) blokr himselt he was thrilled to 
see so many W'eird chaps there, most ot them not belonging to 
journalism. 

3. cower: (b) mo\c (in tear), fawn. 

—Some politicians ii.scd to have their way, rower when made 
to face the judiciary tor their questionable arts. 

4. deadpan: (d) expmssionless. 

—Tire most suceesslul comedians are those who can tell the 
funniest line w'ith a dendpon expression. 

5, effusion: (d) unrestrained utterance, pouring out of 
thoughts and feelings. 


—His earlier poetry was nothing but poetical effusions. 

f>. fecklessness: (n) irresponsibility, inefficiency 

—To give birth to sixteen million babies every year without 
providing basic needs for them requiTes/ecklrssnrss of an extraor¬ 
dinary degree. 

7. grime: (c) dirt, filtli. 

—Statistics of a city's industrial panache (display) may hide 
its under bellcy of social disorder, f^riine and poverty. 

8. hooky; (h) absentee, truant, shirker. 

—His eves glow with the mischief of a school boy playing 
liookt/. 

9. inebriation: (c) drunkenness 

-He was brought home in a state of inebriiHion by the night 
watcli-man. 

10. jockey (v); (d) manoeuvre, cheat, trick. 

—The break-away group of the party is trying to jiKkiy tor 
power with the ruling elite. 

11. kerfuffle: (d) noise, excitement, fuss. 

—There was a lot of kerfuffle in my iicighbom luiod but I tailed 
to make out anything of it. 

12. lubricious; (u) obscene, indeccni. 

-Some check is immediately called tor over tlie liibunous 
scenes shown in films and television seri.ils 

13. melee: (b) disorder, turmoil, lontused crowd. 

—In the melee that followed tlie demonstration, manv won-.i'ii 
and children w'ere injured. 

14. nutty: (a) crazy, eccentric 

—All attention in a social get-together foiuses on lus uiiltu 
behaviour. 

13. ostracism; (f>) exclusion. 

—lie had to sufferosfioi ism Irom the Union tor hisrefii.sal to 
fall in line with the majorit)' opinion 

16. peroration: (fi) lengthy speech (last part), conclusion. 

--rhe audience was least impressed by the peionitnm of the 

learned speaker. 

17. resolute: (d) film, determined. 

—India's freedom fighters were resolnlr in their deinaiul for 
the complete withdrawal of the English rule from the Indian 
soil. 

18. sham: ((') fake, pretense, imposture. 

—She claims to know all about computers but really she is a 
sham. 

19. tittle-tattle; (u) gossip. 

-The meeting ended before time because some members 
kept tittle-lattling all the time, 

20. update: (i) revise, modernize. 

—The teachers in the Industrial Training Institutes require 
refresher courses to update their knowledge. 
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^ «i^ to be wne. N|^piy)ei&.^ teli^on tell us what kind 

of peo^^we sho^d fi| lid thr!]^ itf 4i>^ filiiHild wi»r.‘iB^oitte wante ug io By Hite Katana 
Oiawte, Wat least time, we have toke^ 

jidte valum W tiuHaA'i^tuK hi^ iW]" ‘toe a l^ntee hetiw^ the two? 

Add to this dte dai^ieni duif: fitirk aioond comm. Smne of them ate peeity obvious, such as the 
importaoce of keeping to the light side of parents and teachefs-; Ojdien ava more devious; one can have an 
accident or worsei, in Idye, This^is to say nodung edKmt dfter tragedtes» like getting rejected in an 
intmiew, losing out O) adspiii^ons to prestigious a^teges^AlDS; poQutiah!, restrictions cm wearing jeans, 
teenage piegnancies.., the li^ is endless. 

Who said that being a young person was ah easy taat^ We W(W it isn't The catiyas of a student's Ufe 
is hlled with daily risks and.uncmiainties. EachiWmgS us4d tite end of the world, well, almost. But the 
tragedy is that nd^ody .understands that What v^e'nWd is a survivd kk, somiothing duit tells us the kind 
of persons we should be and what we should be doing to succeed in life. No, we should not end up on a 
rope attached to a ceiling fan just because we can't cope up. We have to be made of sterner stuff. 

Here it is,.ttten, the CoMramiON MAsmK's.Burvival Kit, containing essential tools designed to make you 
a better person. It takes you ttupug^ a maze of common problems and suggests solutions that will help you 
becdime a winner. ' 

The CM Survival Kit. Don't leave home without it. 
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® niany teasions in life. 

/<? Oul there, we find a lot of things we need 

I Sw j hut cannot afford, those smart shoes or 
\ y clothes, designer sun glasses, a personal 

vehicle. After all, everybody else owns 
these, so why can’t we? The world is so unfuirl 
But this IS not all. The young people in advertisements are so 
confident, they make so many friends while we have to light so 
many fears, of making a tixil of ourselves or being rejected. 

Yet, things are not that bad. If we limk around ourselves, we 
find people who had less than us but went on to make their 
fortunes. Some of the successful 
people started out with more 
handicaps than us. Perhaps we 
can replicate what they did for 
themseh’es. It is time we stopped 
feeling sorry for ourselves and got 
over our doubts and fears to face : 
the world. Fortune, after all, 
favours the brave, not the 
complainers. 

Cracking tests 

* m 

Usually, the foremost 

problem faced by youngsters is ^ 
related to studies. For the top ^ 
students it is the fear of losing 
one's position by a few marks, while for those lower down, it is 
not being able to get enough no matter how much effort is put 
m. The uncertainties of the examination system seem to make it 

so impossible to excel. What matters 
is the quality of our concentration. 

© Here arc some ways by which our 

efforts can be better rewarded: 

Always attend classes. Bunking 
classes mav be a fashion, but it is 

#C __ - ' 

IS so always better to have .somebody 
» « B explain things rather than reading a 

U I Pa book later on. Take notes. Revise the 

topic at home on the same day and 
mark your book with simple cxpla- 

# nations which you will otherwise 

''ti'afre. Feeling 
IB S sleepy in class is a common feeling 
Asking questions or taking notes is 
a way to keep awake. Do not accept 
what the teacher is saying, but keep 
debating in your mind. Try to make 


ml 


points which need explanation. 

Studying at home. It is an accepted fact that the human mind 
cannot concentrate for long periods. It is better to break up your 
study plan into 45 minute intervals. Take a break after each. 
Studying for five hours continuously would yield less result than 
putting in 5 intervals of 45 minutes each. 

Wake up early. Many students study into the night, but it is 
more efficient to put the same effort in the morning. That's because 
one can concentrate better in the morning, just two hours in the 
morning will be better than four hours at night 

Work to a schedule. Always have a time plan for working. 
Divide the chapters you want to cover and allot dates for each. 
This way, you can cover more than working without a plan. 

Overcoming 
shyness 

, Studies arc just one 

J aspect to succeed in life. 

\ Becoming confident and 

speaking in public is often 
' the insurmountable part, 

especially because these 
skills are not taught in 
schools or colleges. There 
^ are some students who 

take part in college 
debates and declama¬ 
tions, while the majority 
of students either do not 
gel an opportunity c.r are 

unable to get over their shyness. 

In most careers, team worl is required. The inability to speak 
coherently or being shy will thus be a major drawback. Shy people 
often have a negative self image and may fee! that other people 
may make fun of them, even though nobody has enough lime to 
think about others. The self inflicted thoughts prevent people 
from being normal and the impression they project is one of 
being snixity and arrogant. Shy people may, thus, end up being 
looked down upon, turning their fears into reality. 

Very often we create our own limitations. "1 live in a small 
town and people living in cities are better than me", says one. 
Another person will say, "I live in a city but 1 was not educated 
in a convent si'hool, so others are better." This goes on, almost as 
if people are trying to justify their weaknesses. Needless to say, 
the walls are imaginary. People from small towns or government 
schools often do quite well for themselves, sometimes even better 
than those who consider themselves better off. Take the example 
of the President of India. He was neither educated in convents 
nor did he live in big cities. When we analyse the backgrounds 
of successful people, we will discover that only a few of them 
were from large cities or educated in convente. 

The way to overcome this niggardly feeling is startlingly 
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simple: take control and volunteer for everything. 
Take part in outdoor activities. Play games. 
Volunteer for any group activity taking place in 
the neighbourhood. In college, seek opportuni¬ 
ties to make presentations and speeches. That is 
how confidence is acquired. 

The tensions of life 

The pressures of studies and inter-pera)nal 
interaction usually results in tension. One is beset 
by self-doubts and every small f.iilure appears 
magnified. This leads to a feeling of being let 
down. Most people arc able to bounce back and 
recover after a little while. In some ca.ses, it may 
lead to depression. Affluent young people, of 
course, use the term to describe boredom or rest¬ 
lessness. 

Real or clinical depression is a more serious 
thing. It may be marked by incapacity of work, 
thoughts of failure and death, fatigue and suicidal 
leanings. It results from disturbances in the 
brain's neuro-chemistry and is a crippling disease. 
With an estimated 6.5 per cent of adult Indians 
suffering from depression, it may not be as rare 
as we might expect. 

A look at the suicide figures of 1994 shows 
that the rate is rising. Among the suicides 
reported, 11,2 per cent were below 18 years and 
4'l.S per cent were between 18-30 years. Ihis 
shows that well over half the suicides in the coun¬ 
try are committed by young people. Some of the 
comm‘'n reasons for suicides are failure in exams, 
quarrels and poverty. 

Self-doubts are natural to a great extent and 
parents, while being supportive, should ensure 
that they are not overbearing. If you have negative 
feelings, or know of someone who is thus inclined, 
confide in someone you know. Contrary to popu¬ 
lar fwling, friends and teachers will go out of the 
way to help you. 

A hobby can drive away depression, keep 
you sane and give hours of pleasure. Yet, even 
though the number of activities have increa.scd 
over the years, youngsters seem to have fewer 
hobbies. 

Youngsters can develop hobbies for pleasure 
and profit. Collecting stamps, interior decoration, 
reading, gardening, fashion designing and 
writing are some of the common hobbies. Some 
of the more exotic hobbies could be to fly gliders, 
enrol at the local radio or television station for 
becoming a presenter, operating a ham radio Of 


course, these depend on the kind of facilities 
available in your town. Remember that watching 
television for long hours is not a hobby. You will 
lose out on many friends and experiences if you 
are stuck on television. 

A hobby will add to your knowledge as also 
the kind of person you are. For example, if you 
are taking part in st>mc activities as a hobby, your 
self-confidence will undoubtedly improve. 


Dealing with the opposite sex 

As one grows, one begins to beci'me aware 
of the opposite sex. One wants to be noticed and 
make friends. For its part, the media is relentless 
in projecting images of young people going 
around with someone of the opposite sex- the 
staple diet of films is a boy-girl relationship, while 
in advertisements, it seems that everything must 
be used to attract the opposite sex. Soap, 
toothpaste or talcum powder is not to be used for 
personal hygiene, but for the attention they may 
help in getting. 

Can you blame a young person from getting 
confused? It is common to come across complaints 
from youngsters that they do not have a steady 
girlfriend or boyfriend and are considered 
backward bv their peers. In every college, there 
is always a small group of Westernised students 
who .seem to have no inhibitions or parental re¬ 
strictions, giving an inferiority complex to the 
others. 

Let us pause and think whether this complex 
is justified and how it can be tackled. A school or 
a college are preparatory stages, providing op¬ 
portunities to interact with man\' people. If there 
are sixty people in vour class, it is an opportunity 
to ha\'e sixty friends Being p.irt of a group is 


enjoyable. Why do you 
dll those wonderful 
get limited to the 
o t 


want to reject 
people and 
friendship 
)ust one 
person? 
Often, 




The way to 
overcome... 
niggardly 
feeling is 
starting 
simple; 
take control 
and 

volunteer for 
everything. 
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Much of the 
tension in our 
lives arises 
from 

expectations 
and our 
niggling fear 
that we may 
not be able to 
live upto them. 



it would mean moulding oneself to the whims 
and fancies of that one person. Is it advisable to 
give up your freedom? Needless to say, an in¬ 
volvement at a young stage would also mean 
saying goodbye to your dreams of making a 
professional career. A romantic involvement is 
never without its costs. 

Moreover, intimacy with one person may also 
result in .something more serious as a sexual rela¬ 
tionship. Statistics show an increase of teeiuige 
pregnancies all over the country, pointing to the 
mess that young people are making of their lives. 
Arc you up to handling a pregnancy during 
college? 

The smart person, on the other hand, does 
not get involved. Friends of the opposite sex are 
all right and one enjoys their company in a group. 
This is a healthy relationship which will add to 
your confidence. At the same time, it is important 
to have your head firmly on your shoulders and 
not get carried away by peer pressure or media 
images. One must develop the ability to say no 
politely. If you do feel strongly about a person, 
wait till you start earning. There w ill be plenty of 
time to romance and to find out whether the 
feelings arc mutual. 

The next time you see a commercial on tele¬ 
vision where young couples are close to each 
other, remember it is a con-game: an entire 
industry of gifts and cards rests on making you 
fall in love. The manufacturers will no doubt 
succeed in selling their products, but what 
happens to ) (mr life is none ot their business. If 
you want to fall in love, ask yourself the question 
whether you want to le conned by images de¬ 
signed by marketing experts. Make sure that 
you ha\e evaluated all the consequences before 
committing yourself. 

Surviving as a giri 

Whatever one may say about advancement 
of women in all spheres of life, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to survive as a girl in 
modern India. Blame it in the media which 
projects the image that ever}- girl wants fun, or 
on anything else you wish. The dangers are many, 
from being teased by unkmnvn people to being 
touched in crowded places. In extreme cases, this 
has taken serious turns: rejected males have 
thrown acid at girls or tried to harm them in other 
ways. Every once in a while, a scandal erupts 
which makes one wonder whether girls are really 



equal at all. Cases of rape and sexual exploitation 
are common. The latest scandal was exposed in 
Kerala where girls going to an ice cream parlour 
were drugged and their photographs taken, which 
were used to exploit them. Such scandals have 
been reported in the most unlikely of places. 

Outdated laws in India encourage males to 
take liberties; girls do not press charges because 
of shame and the culprits are usually acquitted. 
The atmosphere in the country has been vitiated 
to a very great extent that most girls face a tough 
time just doing simple tasks. The more beautiful 
you are, the more difficulties you are likeiy to 
face. 

Girls, thus, need a special survival kit which 
includes theconfidenceof dealing with unwanted 
attention. Of course, it is not advisable to fight 
w’ith everyone. But the following tips will help: 

Move around in a group. If you have te take 
the public transport, try to be with friends. Ask 
your friends to accompany you on errands. A girl 
in a group is less vulnerable to advances than 
being alone. 

Avoid unknown places. Do not go to unknown 
beauty parlours or restaurants, even with friends. 
Stick only to places most frequented by students. 

Beware of confidence tricksters. People will try 
to win your confidence by many ways, like getting 
you tickets for a movie. Refuse jxilitely and go 
home. 

Dress in a traditional manner. Yes, we all want 
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to appear modem. The sad tact is that nradside 
males think that every modem girl is fair game. 
They will make comments and try to come close. 
What is the harm of appearing backward if only 
to avoid unwanted attention? Of course, you can 
dress as exotically you want when you are with 
known people. 

Confide in parents, friends or teachers. Crimes 
against girls continue because they are too 
ashamed to speak out. Take control of the 
situation and confide, even if it is harmless eve- 
teasing you are confronted with. 

Appearance 

Your appearance sjwaks the world about you. 
That, however, does not mean that you have to 
stand for hours before a mirror trying to perfect 
your hairstyle People usually do not pay 
attention to such things. What matters is whether 
you arc presentable or not. 

That effect is usually obtained by looking 
clean. Boys arc well advised to shave everyday, 
a beard or a three-day old stubble gives an 
unclean impression. Regular haircuts give a well- 
groomed look. Sporting a ponytail or wearing 
earrings arc best left to television presenters, since 
these are not signs of smartness. Long hair is un¬ 
necessary baggage which turns off the people 
dealing with you Wear clean clothes. For formal 
occasions, make sure you have some tics. For 
everyday wear, pick up some jeans and smart T- 
shirlbut do avoid garish prints. 11 is gixid to 
use a d“-odorant in summers. .4void all other 
cosinetu s. 

Girls too need some drcs.ses to be worn on 
special occasions. For everyday wear, suits and 
jeans are advisable. Colours can be used to 
advantage Forget all those bold clothes made by 
fashion designers unless you wanf to make a fool 
of yourself. A girl can usually obtain a decent 
effect in clothes on her own. The hair must be 
trimmed to give a v/ell groomed look. As for 
make-up, a bght lipstick is ull you need. Have 
your eyebrows shaped and get rid of facial hair. 
There is no point spending more time and money 
in trying to look good. Leave the fancy things to 
those who want to enter beauty contests. The 
formal look, required for jobs and interviews, is 
achieved by wearing a plain suit. 

The idea is not to spend too much time on 
one's appearance because there are more impor¬ 
tant things to life. Moreover, it is doubtful that 


you have friends because of the way you look. 
People appreciate you for your nature and the 
kind of person you are. This does not mean that 
one can be sloppy, of course, but the fact is that 
you can have as many friends as you want with 
your manners and attitude than by spending a 
fortune on looking good. Of course if you want to 
be a model or beauty queen, your appearance 
will be paramount. 

Ibday's young porson 

This brings us to the kind of persons we 
should strive to be. There are a number of wrong 
notions that are being circulated, including the 
need to be pushing, aggressive and competitive, 
of getting rich no matter what the methods, of 
getting an attitude, whatever that means and 
doing one's own thing. Modern sales institutes 
teach the importance of "selling a comb to a bald 
man" without realising that it will erode the 
credibility of the salesman. One can, after all, sell 
something useless only once. In the real world, 
bluffing works for but a .short while. 

Being confident is one thing, showing need¬ 
less aggre.ssion is quite another. On the contrary, 
well mannered youngsters will be appreciated 
and are likely to go far. It is important to maintain 
composure even if things go wrong. 

Instead of being aggressive, young people 
will do welt to acquire grace, manners and 
politeness. This is essimtial baggage to succeed in 
the long run. 

One way of getting ready for life is to take 
up part-time jobs. Use summer vacations to help 
out in an office. This will help you gain confidence 
in dealing with people and learn manners so 
essentially required in the miiderii world, it will 
also help you decide which career to take up later 
The spin-ofi is that one can afford a number of 
things with one's earnings, w'ithout depending 
on others. 

Today's smart person is a team player, con¬ 
fident about oneself. Yes, they are ambitious As 
compared to youngsters of the past, they probably 
have more confidence and are much more aware. 
The idea is to use these advantages constructively. 
We have to stop feeling .sorry for ourselves, since 
there is nobody who has everything. We can be 
achievers too, if we give ourselves a chance. If 
less fortunate peiple have made it big, what really 
stops us, who are young and educated, who have 
our lives in front of us? 


W J 
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A Sense ef Humeur 


A sense ot humour m«iy ! 

well be called as the sixth ' 
sense. A want of it is as bad as | 
the absence of any one of llie j 
other five It prevents us from 
taking ourselves too seriously | 
It barters away bitterness and 
makes us smile or smirk. 

Life without humour is 
dull but we are not all born | 
with a sense ol huimuir. "He i 
has no sense of humour", is 
an unflattering comment. "He 
has a sense ot humour." "He 
can take a joke as he can c rack 
one", are savoured. 

Nature has given us a ; 
sense ot '.nimour to save us : 
from the sufferings and [ 
setbacks of life. An unhappy ; 
husband deserted his wife. He ; 

I 

was brought before the court. , 
Hie judge said, "Sam, v'ou are j 
a deserter." i 

"Sir, if you knew that ■ 
woman you would know that ; 
1 am not a deserter but a 
refugee"; replied Sam w I io had ! 
a sense of humour ' 


A person with a sense ot i 
humour laughs so that he 1 
may not weep. Niet/che i 
says, "Perhaps I know best j 
why it is man alone who | 
laughs, he alone suiters so ' 
deeply that he had to invent | 
laughter." 

A sense of humour is a ■ 
kind ot objeetivitv When ! 
Ldison's laboratory was 
reduced to ashes, consuming i 
the valuable work of several ; 
years, he just remarked, "li | 
enables me to start afresh It | 
has burnt all my mistakes." I 
Only a man wilh .• m4ignificcnl ! 
sense of objivtivity could have ; 
uttered this sentence in such a 
grim situation. | 

Take the cas. s of two 
men in the street. It is raining j 
hard. One is enjoying the 
freshness of natural water, the 
sense of ablution in the 
atmosphere, the beauty of 
clouds and rejoices in being j 
alive. I 

Tlie sullen curses the rain ! 


and says, "Damn it. It is 
raining cats and dtigs." The 
former replies, "Yes. 1 have just i 
stepped onto a poodle!" 

A sense of humour takes ' 
the sting out ot criticism, j 
President Kennedy appointed ^ 
his younger brother, Robert ■ 
Kennedy, as the Attorney I 
(ieneral. The appointment 
brought the President 
brickbats. He countered the 
criticism with. "I see no harm ' 
in giving Bobby some I 
experience before lie <focf 
out.'' ; 

A sense of humour does | 
not neccssarilv go with ; 
llippancy. It is your ability to ■ 
see in a flash lire combination | 
of the sublime with the ! 
ridiculous. It is the knowledge ■ 
of this understanding which : 
sends blood bouncing in veins i 
and the dark humours | 
disapfiear. i 

Carlyle has said, "If j 
(humour) is a sort of inverse j 
sublimity, exalting as it were ^ 


into our dlteclions what is 
below us, while sublimity 
draws down into affections 
what IS above us." 

A sense ot hiimour 
enables us to see the "in\ erse 
sublimity" ot thing > and 
situations. In other words, it 
lets us not to be luhbed tl.e 
wrong way 

A barber, lor example, had 
put up this notice outside his 
shop, "1 need your head to rim 
my business." A ilry-deaner, 
"We wash everything— 
including dirty linen " A 
magician, "vanished for 
lunch" 

Those endowed with this 
sixth sense prefer laughter to 
outbursts of anger even w'hen 
disappointed. 

The producer of Punny 
(Tirl and Funny l ady, was 
highly "appreciative" of his 
mother-in-law. Whenever his 
wife threatened to go home 
to her mother, he said: Bring 
bark some anecdotes! 
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Develop “Dream-anc” 

Ideas 


W H tend to dismiss dreams as 
noclurnai invasions of a bizarre ' 
kind, not worth serious consideration, ' 
much less a careful study. In short, we lail ! 
to vr our dreams. This is a mistake because ■ 
seeing our dreams means a lot to our 
creativ'itv. 

Tite fact IS that dreams are of great ' 
significan''e. An understanding of sikh 
creative dreams helps in enriching ■ 
personality They are, in rreud's winds, ■ 
"royal road to the imconscious". 

The most significant but overlooked 
are the dreams that whisper soft 
creativity to us, flash for a while, and 
then disappear. The "ordinary" person, , 
even if he recalls them, brushes them off 
because he is blissfully unaware of the 
link between creativity in such flashes , 

of cerebral brilliance. i 

The "extra-ordinary" person, . 

rontrarily, rashes on these divine flashes 
with amazing results. : 

I 

Kaleidoscope | 

I 

A sleeping person's mind is a 
kaleidoscope of images, fantasies 
rapid thoughts and sensations. He watches i 


all these as also re-lives his past and, 
wishfully, visits his future. 

On awaking, he may led surprised 
at his dreams and brush them ott his 
memory. But on other occasions, he takes 
serious note and records them This is 
illustraled the wa\ (, oleriJge composed 
"Kubla Khan". Me composed b in a dre.un. 
but wrote it later when the dream was 
c.ver 

He had retired to a lonidv 
tarmhoiise. While he was going through 
"I’ilgrim.ige" and w.is on the w'ords 
"here the Kuhla Khan commanded a 
palace to be built and a stately garden 
thereunto, and thus ten miles of lerlile 
ground were enclosed with a wall", hi 
tell asleep. 

During his brief, he composed not 
about 300 lines. On waking up, he had a 
vivid recollection ol his dream and he 
wrote t!.e poem. 

Writers often torment themselves 
to find a telling, apt or picturesque line 
or phrase. Thackeray spent agonising 
time finding a suitable title for the 
novel he had written on Becky Sharp. 
The title came during sleep. He says; 1 
jumped out of bed at night and ran 


■ three' times around mv room uttering 

■ as I went, "Vanifi laii, Vanitv I'air, 

. Vanilv Tail " 

Hubert I ouis 'stevensi'n was a 
"remarkable dreamer' lake tlie Dr 

' iekvil and Mi Hyde. Say*- Stevenson. 

1 ‘Toi two nights I went ahout racking 
my 1 lain lor a plot 'it an\ sort (.>n the 
seiond night, ! dream the scene, a 
per^onspli! into two take,-a pow der and 

■ undergoes change in the presence of Ins 
followers .All llie rest v\as made awake 
and loiv-ciousK. alll.ongii I think 1 lan 
trace much ot it to the manner ol n>\ 
brownies " 

It is an understate on our part to 
suppose that svich creati\'itv heloiigs only 
to exceiitionally gifted people.'1 he l.ict is 
thill we are all exccplion.illv gilted m one 
wa\ c’r another, The proiilem is th,it we 
fail to "cash" on it. We let our dreams go 
abegging. 

Do you dream abou' exceptnmal 
acliiovemcnt? Dreams can ho turned inio 
active magic key to play. 

If you believe that vou must see, 

I " 

■ touch, taste or smell something befon’ vou 
believe m it, why not do it? Fx en if you 

' do not believe in the effect ol dreams, try 
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Three Basic Guidelines 


it as a tunny game^ And sec thi’ 
transfi>rmation in your daily life 

Maybe some of our dreams are 
negative, wc play up our misfortune. 
We expect a storm any time. We embark 
on ventures expecting lailure. We see 
catastrophe where there is none. 

If you have a brilliant imagination, 
put it to use. Watch your dreams carefully. 
And you begin to get what you thought 
you could not because you were haunted 
by ill luck 

Vibrant Picture 

A U, you have to do is present a vibrant 
picture of success to your 
subconscious. It will work just as faithfully 
to bring it into reality as it did before with 
your bad luck picture. 

Take a cue from film directors. They 
sit down in a projection room and run all 
the footage they shot that day—rushes, as 
they are called—to see how tine picture is 
progn-ssing. 

Imagine you are watching the rushes 
m which you arc the main performer. 

Do they show you a dynamic person 
who knows what he is about and sets out 
positively to achieve it? Or do you see a 
disorganised "actor" who is uncertain 
about his role? 

Do this sincerely. You have two 
alternatives open to you at all times—one 
positive, one negative. The mental picture 
that you choose to slip in just behind your 
eyes is the one that eventually will be 
projected into life. 

You can see younsell being mauled 
by a tiger—a negative alternative, symbol 
of defeat. You can see yourself mauling 
the tiger—a positive one, symbol of 
victory. This is how your "dream factory" 
works. 

You will find, too, that people 
respond positively to your new dynamic 
personality and that you are offered 
opportunities in keeping with your 
freshly transformed personality. 

Imagination can create, too. It can 
produce physical changes. The man 
who conquered Mount Everest did it 
first in his dreams. The physical act 
of performing the feat came years 
later. The mi.'d has to be nurtured 


with the dream (idea). It is the seed 
which sprouts from the soil of your 
mind. 

Dreams (ideas) expand on the 
physical as well as the mental plane, 
because they have the power to attract 
more and more of whatever you have 
evoked, good or bad. 

Let your imagination play. If you 
have been disappointed, ask yourself if 
the fault did not lie in not having 
presented it sans "dream-atic" attention. 
A "dream-atic" presentation often saves 
the day for an idea that may be otherwise 
tossed aside. 

There are just about as many ways 
to dramatize an idea or a product as there 
arc individuals. You will have to look 
into your own mind to see what 
combinations you can form out of what 
you find there. 

Remember, the more observations 
you have gathered, tlie better able you will 
be to create a drama tliat will aid you in 
achieving your goal. 

Hedge has said, "Dreamuig is an act 
of pure imagination, attesting in all men 
a creative power, which, if it were available 
in waking, would make every man a Dante 
or a Shakespeare." 

Simple Rules 

B ’Rli are a few simple rules you can 
ollow to help you improve or 
transform your personality through this 
leclinique 

Look at things in a constructive way. 
Make a list of its redeeming qualities. 
There must be one, at least. Highlight 
it. Make it to be focus and the starting 
point. 

Form a clear picture of what you 
really want out of life. You may be 
surprised at haw muddled and vague 
your id' as are. A foggy mind prevents 
the sun of success from shining 
brightly. Dispel the doubts. They are 
tlie fog 

Do not spend so much time 
complaining about the bad present. Ask 
yourself how you can change the future 
to make it more pleasant for you. 
Remember the future is today. Today 
becomes tomorrow. 


Clarity: Before you can bring your 
"dream-atic" idea into reality, you must 
be able to see clearly what you want. Do 
you want name, status or money? If you 
want money, concentrate on things that 
fetch money through lair means and forget 
about other things. The idea will take 
shape because distractions disappear 
gradually. 

If the second, you must understand 
clearly that your inteivst is not in money 
but in the status. Then, you must 
concentrate on lactors that bring status. 

Conviction: You must believe in the 
possibility of your goal becoming a reality. 
This should be so strong tliat you are able 
to ignore all the obstacles tlint may lie 
between you and its fulfilment 
Convictions move mountains. 

Zest' It is not enough to sec vour 
basic picture and to have belief in it. You 
must be enthusiastic about achieving il 
as well. 

Enthusiasm spurs imagination that 
differentiates it from lazy dav-dreaming, 
which has no [Kiwei to perpetuate ilsel* 
beyond the moment's duration Active 
imagination, on the other hand, is spark, 
the electricity. It works—either lor you 
or against you. If you seek il, it an wers 
you, and positively, as long as you are in 
tune with your goal, vour aim ot lih‘ 

Y'ou will discosei that the mo:i' 
you cibandcm yourselt le. this "dieam- 
dlic' toray, tlie more real it will 
become. Eventually, il you use 
strongly enough, il draws to itself the 
situations and opportunity that enable 
you to repeat the journes ir. the 
reality. 

The world of reality has its 
limitations whereas the world of 
imagination is fronticrless. K wc cannot 
enlarge the former, let's enlarge the 
latter. Because it is from them that all 
difference between success and failure 
arises. 

J.R. Lowell has summed up our 
theme well Says he, "Imagination, 
where it is truly creative, is a faculty, 
not a quality; its seat is in higher reason 
and it is effluent only as the servant of 
the will." 
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THIS MONTH^^g^C^# 


March: BeforeandAfterlndependeiiGe 


Before Independence 
rho months of Mdrrh have been quite 
eventful during the pre-independence 
liistory of India. It was during March 
that the government finally announced 
its decision on the recommendations ol 
Macaulay Minutes on March 7, 1835; 
resolution on I’uran Swaraj was passed 
by the Indian National Congress at 

1, ahore on March 28, 1929; Mahatma 
(iandhi started trom Sabarmali 
Ashram for Dandi on March 12, 1930; 
Congress Working Committee 
accepted (jandhi-lrwin Tact on March 
4,1931; Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev allained mart\ rdom on 
March 23, 1931; British Ciovernment 
made announcement about Cripps 
visit to India on March 11, 1942 In 
this section we shall locus on Subhash 
Chandra Bose's planning to quit ICS 
and a lew 'firsts of March'. 

Subhash plans to quit ICS 
Alter convincing himselt that 'I shall be 
aide to serve mv country better it 1 am 
one V. the people than if I am a member 
of the bi.ieaiu racy', Subhash Chandra 
Bose, who used to be in regular contact 
with c’ K Das vvrote to him on March 

2, 1921 to intorm him of his decision to 
resif',n. While requesting him not to 
m.ike his decision publu. Subhash 
Cliandia suggested his keenness to 
take iqi some assignments on his 
return Amongst other assignments, 
Subhash Chandra Bose opined in 
taviHir of taking up teaching at the 
National College, acting as one of the 
sub-editor staff, it a daily newspaper in 
Fnglish is published by Das, stint in 
the research department of Congress, if 
set up. 

Firsts of March 

A scrulinv on the events of March 
reveals that a nuiiibcr of firsts were 
registered during the months of March. 


j l-or instance, on the political front, 

I Mangdl Pandey set ablaze the flame of 
! first war of India's independence by 
I murdering an English Adjutant on 
j March 28,1857. On the educational 
j front, on March 4,1879, Bethune 
i College, coasidered to be the first 
I Women’s College in India, was set-up. 
i On March 26,1902 Copal Krishan 
I Cokhale delivered his first budget 
! speech in Imperial Legislative Council. 

; In the world ot entertainment, on 
i March 19,1906 the first set of 
! Gramophone records in India was 
' released The first Indian 'Falkie, Alam 
Am, was released on March 14,1931. 
Sqn l.dr Subrato Mukherjee took over 
. the Command ot No 1 Squadron to 
; become the first Indian to command on 
March 16, 1939. It was also in March 
, that the A/ad Hind I'auj reached on the 
'• Indian soil from Burma (on March 18, 

: 1944) 

After Independence 
Prominent amongst the events which 
' occurred during March include 
. incorporation of Air India as a joint 
sector venture on March 8,1948, laying 
of foundation stone of India's first 
Penicillin Factory at Pimpri on March 
10, 1952, selling-up of Sahitya 
Akiidi'ini by tin government for the 
development ol Indian Literature and 
to set high literary standards, on 
March 12,1954; Indira Gandhi 
becoming first Indian Prime Minister 
1 to resign after losing elections on 
‘ March 10,1977; Sunil Gavaskar's 
1 creating histiiry by crossing tne mark 
' of 10,000 runs in fest Cricket on 
; March 7, 1987; introduction of 
i Superfast train (Shatabdi Express) 

' between New Delhi and Kanpur on 
I March 24,1989; Vinod Kambli 
I becoming first Indian to register 
1 consecutive double centuries on 
i March 14,1993. 


Tracing National Governance 
With the emergence of 'hung 
parliaments', the concept of National 
Government has recently been aired 
I in various segments. The concept 
thus may seem to be a newer one, 
but a perusal on the events on 
yesteryear suggest that the concept 
was pul to action even before the 
emergence of Indian Constitution. On 
March 1, 1948, the Maharaja of 
Jaipur, through a gazettee 
extraordinary, announced wide range 
of constitutional reforms in the State. 
He directed the setting up of a 
Cabinet with all ministers, except the 
Prime Minister, to be drawn from the 
parties in the legislature. The Cabinet 
consisted of seven ministers, six of 
whom were drawn from various 
parties in the legislature—four from 
the majority party and two from the 
sardars. 

I 

I First Asian Games 
i Some epoch-making events were 
: registered from the world of sports 
' during the months of March in India. 

1 Fo' instance, the first Asian tiames 
I were organised in India during the 
1 month of March, WSl. On March 4, 
i 1951, with Brigadier Ualip Singh as 
; the 'torch hearer', the games were 
I inaugurated by Dr Rajendra Prasad. 

11 countries participated in the 
i Games. On March 5, Iran's Namdjou 
! in Bantam-weight class set the world 
! record with aggregating 700 lbs. 

I During the games, on March 8, 
j Mahabir Prasad and Kesar Singh won 
Gold and Bronze in 10,000 mtrs 
I walk. The games concluded on 
March 11. Pt Jawahar Lai Nehru 
presided over the concluding 
ceremony. While Japan bagged 
maximum medals, India won 12 
Gold, 13 Silver and 17 Bronze 
medals. 
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Intematioiial Conference and 
ExposHion on Education and Careers 

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has decided to hold a 
series of International Expositions on Education and Careers in different 
cities of India. 

The first such exposition—Alternatives—was hosted in January 
1998 in New Delhi. These conventions are expected to senre as an ideal 
meeting ground of Educationists, Teachers and Instructors, Lecturers/ 
Professors, Training Managers, Educational Consultantf, Institutions, 
Universities, Policy-makers, etc. 

Highlighting the importance of holding such an event, Mr R. 
Srinivasan, Chairman, CII Delhi State Council .said that the events are 
being organised to inform the student community about the career- 
oriented courses of study which they can consider after 12, instead of 
the regular degree courses. The objective is to make education more 
relevant to the needs of workplace. 

Through these events, CII will also determine from industry the 
kind of talent that will be needed from now and suggest changes in 
senior secondary and college courses to meet those needs. 

A galaxy of eminent educationists and policy-makers from India 
and Overseas will be making presentation in the seminars and 
conferences. 

These Fairs will provide an excellent opportunity for the students 
to get to know the various curriculum and career options that are 
available in India and abroad. 

The next Alternatives fairs are planned to be held in Chandigarh 
and Shimla in the month of May, 1998. 

Prominent among the exhibitors are expected to be Degem Group, 
Israel, Hawaii Pacific University, USA, London School of Fashion Studies, 
International School of Hotel Management, IDP Education, Australia, 
University of Leeds, Aptech Ltd, NIIT, All India Management Association 
(AIMA), Pearl Academy of Fashion, etc. 
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The ijuestwri<; gm'ti below xvere set in Tamil Nadu Public Service 
Commission (Preliminary) Lxam held on the 2nd March, 1997. 

We ore Krateful to Mr Abraham Sclvin of Kanyakumari and Ms 
Raslimi Srivaslav of Lucknow for sending these questions to us. 

The balance questions set in this exam will be published in one of 
the next issues of the CM. 

1. The Indus Valley people worshipped: 

(a) Indra (b) Varuna (c) Sun God (d) Pasupati 

2. The Chief occupation of the people of \fcdic period was: 

(a) trade (bj cattle rearing 

(c) agriculture (d) carpentry 

3. Original Ramayana was written by: 

(a) Tulsidas (b) Kirtidas 

(c) KashiramDas (d) Valmiki 

4. The Greco-Roman merchants visiting Tamil Nadu dur¬ 
ing the Sangam Age were referred to in the Tkmil literature as: 

(ai Yavanas (b) Pahalvas 

(c) Kushans (d) None of them 

5. Which of the following is the contribution of the Maury as 
to Famil culture? 

(a) 'Sanskrit (b) Brahmi Script 

(c) Kharoshthi Script (d) Prakrit 

6. Mahayana Buddhism came into existence during the 
reign of: 

(a) Ajatashatru (b) Asoka 

(c) Vikramaditya (d) Kanishka - 

7. The Jain saint Bhadrabahu was the contemporary of: 

(u) Ndgarjuna • (b) Gautamiputra Satakarni 

(c) Chandragupta Maurya (d) Rudradaman 

8. Who amongst Hindu Kings is known as Indian Napoleon? 

(fl) Harsh.'. (b) Asoka 

(c) Samudragupta (d) Chandragupta II 

‘I Fa-Hien visited India during the reign of; 

(fl) Chandragupta Maurya (Ii) Harslia 

(c) Chandragupta II (d) Kanishka 

10. The single most important item of import to the Chola 
empire was; 

(fl) dyestuff (b) horses 

(r) precious stones (d) metalwares 

11. The MahabaUpuram sea-shore temple in Tamil Nadu was 
built during the reign of which of the following dynasties? 

(fl) Chola dynasty (b) Chalukya dynasty 

(c) Pallava dynasty (d) Pandya dynasty 

12. Which of the following was the first Muslim invader in 
India? 

(d) Muhammad Ghori (b) Mahamud of Ghazni 

(c) Muhainmad-Bin-Quasim (d) ChengizKlian 


13. Artillery was used for the first time in India by: 

(fl) Taimur (|i) Ala-ud-din Khaiji 

(c) Babar (i/) ShershnhSun 

14. William Hawkins visited the Mughal Court during the 
reign of: 

(n) Akbar (b) Jahangir • 

(f) Shahjalian id) Aurangzeb 

15. The foundation for Portugiie.se power in India was laid bv 

(fl) Va.scodeGama (o) Bartliolomeu Dias 

(c) Almedia (if) Alfonso-de-Albiiqeriiue ■ 

16. The inscription which gives details about \ illage admin¬ 
istration by assemblies and committees during Pandya pi'riod is. 

(fl) Uttaramerur Inscription (M Maniir Inscription 
(c) Aihole Inscription (J) None ot these 

17. Among tlieFuropcans, who were the first settlers in fnd'a.’ 

(fl) The French (Jj) The Portuguese 

(c) The English (<0 The Dutch 

18. Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq shifted his capital Irom Delhi to. 

(fl) Kanauj .(!») Devagin 


(fl) Kanauj .(!») Devagin 

(c) Agra (il) Ahmedabai.i 

19. The total area of India is. 

W 3.28 million'sq. km. (b) 3.S million sq krn 

(c) 2.8 million sq. km. (if) 3.3 million sq km. 

20. Market n*gulations were introdikod bv 

(fl) Shcr Shah (b) Muhammad-hin-lughlaq 

(c) Ala-ud-din Khaiji (if) Fmv 'lughlaq 

21. The outer Himalayas are also knoivn as 

(fl) Dun Hills (h) Siwalik R,mgc 

(c) Pir Panjal Range (if) Kuinaun Range 

22. Vikram Sarabhai Spaie Centre is located at 

(fl) Ahniedabad (b) Bangalore 

(c) Hyderabad (d) Thiruvan<inthiipuram 

23. Which of me followiiig is a planned settlement? 

(fl) Patna (b) Delhi (c) Chandigarh (d) Hyderabad 

24. Which of the following is nirreclly matched? 

(fl) Nagarjuna Sagar — Krishna river 

(b) Hirakud — Godavari river 

(f) Bhakra Nangal — Bhakra 

(d) Damodar Valley Project — Indus river 

25. The first railway line was laid in India between: 

(i») Bombay and Thane (b) Bombay and Delhi 

(c) Delhi and Calcutta (d) Delhi and Amritsar 

26. The Southernmost point of India is: 

(fl) Cape Comorin 

(b) Point Calimere 

(fl) Indira Point in Nicobar Islands 

(d) None of the above 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


27. Rourkcla Steel Plant was established with the collabora¬ 
tion ot. 

(rt) United States of America (b) Wfest Germany 
(<■) France (J) Great Britain 

28. In India most of the rainfall occurs during: 

(fi) Winter season 

{h) Northeast monsoon season 

(c) Southwest monsoon season 

(d) Summer season 

29. Thalayuthu is famous for; 

(a) Cotton Textile (b) Cement 

(c) Silk Textile (if) Sugar 

30. In w'hich of the following, Indian lions are found in their 
natural habitat? 

(«) Corbett National Park (b) Bandipur Sanctuary 
(c) (iir Forest (d) Kaziranga Sanctuary 

3). The distance between the earth and the sun is maximum 
when the earth is in: 

(a) Perihelion (b) Aphelion • (r) Perigee (d) Apogee 

32. I'emperate cyclones bring along with it' 

(rt) thunder storms (b) torrential rains 

(c) thunder storm and torrential rains 

(d) None of these 

33. Which ot the following characterises the desert forests? 

(a) Broad leaves (b) Canopy leaves 

(f) Dense leaves (d) Pointed leaves 

34. The reserves of coal are largely tound in the fields of: 

(ii) Chhotanagpur (b) Gondwana 

(() Iharia (d) Makum 

.35. Accoi-Jing to the IWl Census, population in India was: 
(rt) 84.4crorcs (/>) 68.8 crores 

(c) 78.8 crores (cl) 80.4 cron's 

.3(). The Indian Planning Commission was appointed in the year; 

(ii) 1947 (/;) 19,50 (c) I95] (d) 1955 

37 The natural diamond is tound in India at: 

(a) .vnantliapur (b) jabalpur 

(c) Kolar (d) Panna 

.38. Loiomolive industry is located in the State of; 
till West Bengal (b) (Vissa 

iV) Bihar (d) Madhya Pradesh 

39. 1 he State that has the largest area; 

(«) Uttar Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Madhya Pradesh 

40. Periyar reservoi:' provides irrigation facilities to: 

(fl) Madurai district • (b) Trichy district 

(T) Periyar district (d) Salem district 

41 The item that earns iiuximum fomign exchange for India: 
(a) Li'ather and leather goods • (b) Spices 
(c) Medicines (</) Rice 

42. Indian agricultum is at present: 

(ii) commercial (b) Industrial 

(c) export surplus (d) self-sufficient with little surplus 

43. Inflation is calculated by Finance Ministry on the basis c.f: 

(a) consumer price index (b) cost of living index 
(c) wholesale price index -• (d) retail price index 




44. The head region of a tapeworm is called: 

(a) Scolex (b) Antenna 

(c) Sucker (d) Moth 

45. The Bowman's capsule functions as a; 

(a) filter j (b) secretor 

(c) barrier (d) carrier' 

46 Consider the following statements: 

An enzyme is a: 

(A) Carbohydrate (B) Lipid (C) Protein 
Of the statements- 

Jfi) A and B are wrong, C is correct 

(b) A and B are correct, C is wrong 

(c) A is correct, B and C are wrong 

(d) A and C are wrong, B is correct 

47. How many chambers does a cow's stomach have? 

(a) One (b) Two (c) Three (d) Four. 

48. Beta particle is: 

(ii) Positively charged particle 

(b) Chargeless particle 

(c) Negatively charged particle 

(d) None of the above 

49 Rate of change of momentum is directly proportional to; 

(a) velocity (b) work (c) force (d) speed 

50. Unit of force in the M.K.Sf system is: 

(a) pascal (b) newton (c) horsepower (d) watt 

51. One unit of electrical energy consumption is equal to: 

(a) KXin watt per hour (b) 500 watt per hour 

(f) 100 watt per hour (d) None of the above 

^^2. At sunrise and sunset the sky appears led, because; 

(ii) red light scatters more (b) red light scatters less 
(c) red light intensity is more (d) None of the above 
.53. 68’ Fahrenheit is equal to: 

(ii) 56.rC (b) 68“C (c) 20“C (d) lOOT 

54. The force of attraction between planets w'as correctly 

given by; 

(a) Kepler (b) Newton (c) Galileo (d) Ptolemy 
.55. A boat moves forward when water is pu.shed back. The 
basic physics law that is applicable here is: 

(a) Law of floatation (b) Pascal’s law 

(c) Newton's second law (d) Newton's third iaw 

56 The mass of 5 litres of Mercury is (in kg)' 

(ill 68 (b) 5 (f) 4 (d) 68,000 

57 Which of the following cannot pass through vacuum? 

(b) light (b) sound 

(c) electric field (d) magnetic field 

58. In a dynamo- 

(a) mechanical energy is converted into electric energy 

(b) electric energy is converted into mechanical energy 

(c) electric energy is converted into heal energy 
(J) electric energy is converted into light energy 

59. Induced e.m.f. is directly proportional to: 

(a) rate of change of velocity 

(b) rate of change of flux 

(c) rate of change of momentum 

(d) None of the above 
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('ll. Ill ,1 strp-u|' Irimslorincr 

(ill llu’ no ol luins in iKc I’nniiiii is nion.' tluin socoiuloiy 
'/») ihono 1)1 liinisin liif soionil.irv iMnoro thcinprinuiry 

(i) thf no ol turns hoili in ['riiiuirv iind sivond.iry is same 
(t/) NoiU’ ol (he .ihoi r 

t’l t an IX \olla;;i’ !’■■ iisi'i.1 in a translormor? 

(ii) v's (/') no 

U'l siiniol'iiifs (i/j None ol iho above 

(>2 Ihv I'oiulilion loi total intornal rotlvi tion of light is 
{(() a 1 , 1 ’, iiiiist pass Iroin tioiisvr to rarer modinm 
(hi ,1 r.i\ nuisi pass from rarer to denser medium 
(i I the rav must be m the same medium 
til) None ol the above 
ii' pi I ol neutral water is: 

(a) 7 (h) 0 (c) 14 (i/) 1 

6 1 f .lements having different atomie number but stime atomic 
weight are tailed. 

(,i) isott'pes (h) isobar (r) isomer (il) i.sotone 
u'i VVhicb IS the weak acid in the following’ 

(a) nitrii. acid (h) sulphuric acid 
(c) acetic acid (rf) hydrocholricacid 
b6 A primary alcohol on oxidation gives: 

(ii) aldehyde (li) ketone (c) acid (t/) ester 
fi7 1. (iraphite is an allotrope of carbon. 

’’ Diamond is a metal 
(a) false, false (li) true, true 

|c) false, true (d) true, false 

68 Metal ore, lialena contains 
(ii) Silvr {/■) /me b) Lciid iJ) Magnt-sium 
6‘*. Lil )'l IS an. 

(ii) insectuide t/i) explosive 

(i ) antibiotic (W) anrvme 

71) Rare gases are 


(ill diatomic (M tiiatomii 

ft') nioncMtomn (,/i None t)l the above 

71 Iodine wi'b starch gives tbe coloui 

(i.) rt’d (I’l yellow (.) pink ti/) blue 
7J bleat lung pow der lontains; 

(«) (. IiIoojic (!’) bromine (',) It'dme (i/) .Nitrogen 


Codes: 


A B 

C 

D 

(«) 2 1 

4 

3 

(b) 1 2 

3 

4 

(c) 4 3 

2 

1 

ill) 3 2 

4 

1 

76. Match the following using the Cot/t’S given below: 

(A) Uranium 

— 

fl) Liquid metal 

IB) Graphite 

— 

(2) Radioactivity 

(C) Mercury 

— 

(.3) Alloy 

(D) Steel 

- 

(4) I’encil 

Codes: 



A B 

(' 

U 

(a) 1 2 

3 

4 

(b) 2 4 

1 

3 

(c) 4 3 

T 

1 

(d) 3 2 

4 

1 

77. The wood is made of: 


(a) primary phloem 


(fi) primary xyiem 

(c) sectuidary xylein 


(d) secondary phloem 

78. Match the feillowing using the Codes given below: 

(A) Caffeine 

— 

(1) Tabacoo 

(B) Opium 

— 

(2) Coffee 

(C) Nicotine 

— 

(T) Cinchona 

(D) Quinine 


(4; I’tippv 

Codes: 



A 11 

C 

1) 

(a) 1 2 

3 

4 

(/’) 2 3 

4 

1 

(<■) 2 4 

1 

3 

(d) 4 3 

1 

2 

7f. "Berry" fruit is found 

in 

(ii) Fulsi (b) Tomato 

(c) Cashcwnul (i() Tea 


80. 12NA structure was di‘covered bv: 

(a) Watson and Crick (/>) llargobind Khtirana 

(c) kandsteinei (if) Gregor Mendel 


ANSWERS 


/' 1 .\ plwsica! thangv ,'ltvis ibt ttmiposition i,f the Mib- 

1 

(<l) 

2 ic) 

3 

id) 

J. 

in) 

5. (a) 

slaiiti’. 

6. 

<‘ii 

7 (a) 

8. 

(<) 

d 

ir) 

10. (h) 

.\ reactum v hith produces heal is i ailed exothermic 

11 

(il 

12 (f) 

1.3. 

(r) 

14. 

ib) 

15 (d) 

le.iilitu: 

16 

(ii) 

17 (fi) 

18 

ib) 

19 

in) 

20. (c) 

[HI t.ilse, tuie {!') true, hilse 

21. 

(b) 

22 id) 

23. 

(c) 

24 

in) 

2.5 (a) 

(■ i lalse, false hli true, irue 

26 

(Q 

27. (fi) 

28. 

ib) 

29. 

ib) 

30. (c) 

'1 -pailicle IS idvntital with bvdrogen nuck 

.31. 

(b) 

32. (d) 

33. 

id) 

34. 

(c) 

35 (a) 

'■ Nt'imal .solution ct'iifaiiis 1 gm moietnlar weight of 

36. 

(b) 

37. id) 

38. 

(n) 

39. 

id) 

40. (a) 

the s>ilutf per litre. 

41. 

in) 

42. id) 

43. 

ic) 

44. 

in) 

45. (a) 

(ill liLit, lalse (/i) lalse, true 

46. 

in) 

47 (di 

48. 

(c) 

49. 

ir) 

50. (h) 

(i) kiKe, takt ill) trill', true 

.31. 

in) 

52. (b) 

53. 

(c) 

54 

fa) 

55. id) 

73 .Match tin lo'lowing using tlie Ctn/cs given below 

56 

in) 

57. (/.) 

58. 

(n) 

59. 

(!>) 

60. (b) 

(,^) H\pk' — (1) bibi-i 

61. 

(b) 

62. (a) 

63. 

(n) 

64. 

ib) 

65. (c) 

■P) Quail/ (2) Iliiosulphate 

66. 

in) 

67. id) 

68. 

(c) 

69. 

in) 

70. (r) 

!(.') Brine (3) .Aluminium oic 

71. 

id) 

72. (a) 

73. 

(n) 

74. 

ic) 

75. (a) 

(I'l) Bauxite (4) Sodium chloride 

76. 

(b) 

77. (c) 

78. 

(c) 

79. 

(h) 

80. (a) 
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COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES EXAM OCT 5,1997 


USAGE I 

Spotting Errors (Items 3 to 15) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences arc given. The sentences are in three 
separate parts and each one is labelled (a), 

(b), (c). Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error in any part. No 
sentence has more than one error. When 
you find an error in any one of the parts 
(ii, b or (•), indicate your response on the 
separate .\nswer Sheet at the appropriate 
space You ni.iy ieel that there is no error 
in a sentence. In that case letter '</' will 
signify a 'No error' response. 

{ii) You arc to indicate only one ic- 
sponse for eacli item in your Answer Sheet, 
(it you indicate more than one response, 
vour answer will be considered wrong.) 
I'l rois may be in grammar, word usage or 
idioms. There may be a word missing or 
then' may he a world which should be 
removed. 

(ill) You are not required to correct 
the error You are required onli/ to indi- 
lale voui response on the Answer Sheet 
i:.\amples P and Q have been solved tor 
you. 

P. The yoang < hildfa; smgcdti’) a very 
sweet song.(t) No error.(d) 

(J Wl worked(ii) very hardfl;) 
throughout the season (c) No crror.u/) 

I'lplanatinif in item I’, the word 
'singed' is wrong. The letter under this part 
is 'h'; so 'b' is the cormet answer. Similarly, 
for item Q, 'J' is tiie correct answer ao the 
sentence docs not contain any error 

Mine iittmpt items 1 to 15 

1. He likc(fl) his companions(li) were 
deceived.(c) No error.fd) 

2. He told me that you had left the 
scl\ool(fl) a year ago(h) and seeking for a 
job.(c) No error.(if) 

3. As a nation we neither impress the 
belligercnt(fl) or inspire the lovers of 
peace,(b) the speaker added.(c) No error.(d) 




4. They decided to arrange a grand 
party on the eve of her retirement(fl) espe¬ 
cially as she had been working for the 
firm(b) since almost twenty years.(c) No 
error.(tf) 

5. From the plancffl) the houses looked 
like as if{b) tliey were toy houses.(c) No 
error.(ii) 

f). He was the one student{fl) whom 
we all expectedfb) would get the national 
scholarship.(c) No error (d) 

7. The extraordinary ability of the 
satellites to see, listen and communicatefu) 
has made them integral with modern 
warfarc(b) and nuclear war strategies in 
particular.(c) No error.(t/) 

8 Thinking that he has finally 
found(fl) someone with similar interests,{b) 
the scholar tried to strike up a 
coiwersation.(f) No error.(d) 

4. Earlier this ycar,(a) Constantme had 
entered the news via a video-taped 
intervicw(b) telecasted by a commercial 
television channel.(c) No error.(d) 

10. If you permit me to speak the 
truth,((t) I shall say without hesitalion(fi) 
that you have done a mistake.(c) No 
error.(d) 

11. My friend is so rich that(fl) lie is 
having six houses in riombay(l)) and four 
in Punc.(c) No error.fif) 

12. He asked me(rt) it I am ill{bj and 
1 answered that I was not.(c) No error.(d) 

13. He lo.st his new knife(fl) shortly 
afterfb) he bought it-O) No error.(d) 

14 The ultimate problem of physics(fl) 
is to reduce matter by analysisffi) to its 
lowest condition of divisibility.(c) No 
error.(d) 

15. by the time(ii) she finished 
typing(b) it was not hardly ten.(c) No 
error.(d) 

Sentence Improvement (hems 16 to 30) 
Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 


three possible substitutions for the under¬ 
lined part. It one of them (n), (b) or (r) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
your response on the Answer Sheet 
against the corresponding letter (a), (b) or 
(f). If none of the substitutions improve 
the sentence, indicate (d) as your response 
on the Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No improve¬ 
ment' response will be signified by the 
letter (d). 

Examples R and S have been solved 
tor you 

R. The young child suiigji very sweet 
song. 

(fl) singed the 

(fj) singed 

(c) sang a 

I (d) No imjirovemenl 

; b 1 hav e alread y r ead this hook tw'ice . 

hd I already Iw'ite have read this 
' book 

{/') 1 twice have already read this 
book. 

(c) I have twice alreadv read this 
book. 

((') No improvement 

[.xpliiinilion 

Tor item R, Ine correi t sciitence 
should read," Ihe young child sang a very 
; sweet song" is, thereiore, the correct 
answer 

Item S is a I orrev t sentence. None of 
! the changes su(’,gestcd wdll improve it 'd' 
is, theretori', the correct answt'r 

Errors may be in grammar, appropri- 
i ate word usage or idioms. There may be a 
j necessary word missing or there may be a 
I word whkh should be removed 
I Now attempt items 16 to 31) 

: has been said? 

(a) ever understand 

(b) rather understand 

(c) at all understand 

(d) No improvement 

] 17. The limestone formations suggest 

' that in the distant past, the area was a vast 
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OBJeCTlVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


SIM fill(>il wifh trLMliirps that absorb cal- 

(b) every hour 

cid" is nearest in meaning to the word 

cium compounds from Ihc walcr. 

(f) hourly 

"transparent". So ’c’ is the correct an- 

(a) absorbs 

id) No improvement 

swer. 

(b) absorlH*d 

26.1 hope it will not rain when they 

Now attempt items 31 lo 40. 

(£•) liatl absiirbi’d 

have started their journey. 

31. There was an impasse during the 

ill) Nio improvi’tni'nt 

(a) they will have started their jour- 

Indo-Pak deliberations on checking the 

IS Hf .iskcil mi' where was my bwk. 

ney 

infiltration across the border. 

(a) my book was 

(b) they will start their journey 

(fl) a discussion 

(f<) mv book IS 

(c) they start their journey 

(h) a memorandum passed 

(I't is inv book 

(d) No improvement 

(c) a doubt 

(i/) ,\'o improvement 

27. After a six-hour marathon ses- 

(d) a deadlock 

butldenlv she became conscious 

sion. the two political parties are upifed 

32. The rebels made an abortive at- 

regardim; the presence of a stranger in tire 

tog!et.h£r. 

tempt to overthrow the gin ernment. 

room 

(fl) joined 

(a) an overt 

(a) about 

(b) together 

(M a violent 

(b) I'f 

(r) united 

(r) a secret 

ir) over 

(d) No improvement I 

(d) an unsuccessful 

(li) No improvement 

28 I gave my niece a children’s very 

33. In spite of a number of probU'ms, 

20. This is the first time in my memory 

colnurfully illustrated encvclopaedia. 

he maintained his cejuanimily. 

that the river has overflown the banks. 

(fl) a very colourfully illustrated 

(fl) presence of mind 

(a) overflew 

children’s encyclopaedia 

(b) self-confidence 

(I'l has overflowed 

(b) a child’s very colourfully illus- 

(c) st-nse ot humour 

(c) overflowed 

trated encyclopaedia 

(li) calmness ot mind 

(it) No improvement 

(c) an illustrated child’s very 

.34. Tile film deals with decadent feu- 

2i vVhat 1 learned is that freedom is 

! colourful encyclopaedia 

daiism. 

reallv the result of how vou will remove 

((/) No improvement 

(c) prevalent 

obstacles 

! 29. Nearly everyone suffers when 

(h) unless 

(a; vou would remove 

i unemployment rises. 

(c) diminibhmg 

((') you can remove 

, (n) h very one nearly 

Id) declining 

(r) you remove 

' (|i) Nearly all 

35. Atran-iition is taking place in the 

III) No improvement 

i (c) Nearly each one 

Indian society 

22. The workers ai\> waiting for their 

1 (li) No improvement 

(n) impmvemeni 

pav packet .since morning. 

30. If vou wrote to me earlier. I would 

(6) change 

(a) would be waiting 

j have easily solved your problem. 

(c) advancement 

(/)) were waiting 

! (fl) were writing 

(d) degradation 

(c) have been waiting 

1 (fj) had written 

36. The report makes obl.qvie refer- 

Ilf) No improvement 

1 (r) have written 

ences to his shady past. 

2 i Be sure to contact w'ith as many 

i (if) No improvement 

(fl) oblivious 

teachers as f.i,'..-.ible. 

{(.') ( ontact ... 

: VOCABULARY 

(6) critical 
' (c) indirect 

(/i) 1 ontact on 

1 Synonyms (Itfws .3/ lo 40) 

' (li) underhand 

(c) contact to i 

1 Directions: 

} ,37. The meteorological department 

(i.l No improvement 

\ fn this Section you find a number of 

j has announced that there is little pfo^pect 

21. Beini; given to understand that 

1 sentences, parts of which are underlined. 

! of rain in the near future. 

there is a wicancv ot an assistant in tne 

1 You may also find only a group of words 

(u) prediction 

turn, an application was submitted bv 

! which is underlined. For each underlined 

(f») progrei-s 

yuL 

1 part, foir words/phrases are listed below. 

1 (c) foresight 

[ii) an application has been submit- 

1 Choose the word nearest in meaning to the 

(d) possibility 

ted b\ myself 

i underlined part. 

38. The woman sal inside reading ihg 

(/)) an application by me was sub- 

Example F. is solved for you. 

scriptures. 

milted 

I h. His style is quite transparent. 

(n) bonks about great heroes 

(c) 1 submitted an application 

1 (fl) verbose 

(b) books about different scripts 

(d) No improvement 

! {b) involved 

(c) holy books 

2S. She drives her car at eighty miles 

I (c) lucid 

(d) books containing pictures 

e.ich hour. 

1 (if) witty 

39. Each year food pnxluction in un- 

(fl) an hciir 

i Explanation: In item 'E' the word "lu- 

derdeveloped countries falls a bit further 
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behind bur geoning population growth. 

(a) recurring 
({)) expanding 

(c) decreasing 

(d) alarming 

40. They have heaped encomiums on 
her. 

(a) praises 

(b) excuses 

(c) excesses 

(d) blames 

Antonyms (Items 47 to 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
word or a phrase which is underlined in 
the sentence given. It is followed by four 
words or phrases. Select the word or 
phrase which is closest to the opposite in 
meaning of the underlined word or 
phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for you. 
F. Lucy is a smart girl 

(a) la/y 

(b) active 
(r) indecent 
(d) casual 

Expltiiialinir The word "lazy" is near¬ 
est to the opposite in meaning of the 
word "smart". So 'a' is the lorrec! an¬ 
swer. 

Notv attempt items 47 to 50 

41 An obscure traveller was found 
dead on the road. 

(a) A decent 
ri/) An affluent 
(r) /. lamous 

(d) A respectable 

42 We havi carefully studied your 
explanation and it soiurds plausi ble 

(d) incoherent 
(/)) unconvincing 

(c) undesirable 

(d) impertinent 

43. Only a pra gmalic approach to these 
problems can solve them. 

(ti) prat lical 

(b) diplomatic 

(c) theoretical 

(d) idealistic 

44. In tlie olden days the prisoners 
were kept in dark, and dank cells. 

(a) small 

(b) old 

(c) dry 

(d) dingy 

45. My faftcr is a very stem man. 


(a) liberal 

(b) emotional 

(c) indulgent 

(d) lenient 

4(). The pleasures of life .ire etern al. 

(fl) brief 
(fi) transient 
y’) occasional 
(d) periodical 

47. He was used to a humdru m life, 
(ii) an exciting 
(7)) an active 

(c) a stormy 

(d) a daring 

48 Cotton-seed oil is harmful to heart 
i patients 

(id advantageous 

(b) beneficial 
(f) profitable 
(d) useful 

40 . Wc vzere curious as to why the 
' voung man was looking so m orose . 

id) healthy (h) gloomy 

(c) haggard (tf) cheerful 

.50 He is a valiant yotine man 

(d) sluggish 
{/)) shy 

(c) cowardly 
id) weak 

j 

SELECTING WORDS 

Simple Sentences nteiiis 51 tv bll) 

Direct ions: 

Each of the tollowing sentences lias a 
; blank space and lour woids given alter the 
sentence Select vvluchever word voucon 
sider most approjiriate for the blank space 
and indicate vour choice on the Ansvvei 
Sheet 

i Neiv rltempt ile'ih 51 to Oil 

.''I Vhe doctcir said that a small dailv 

_ ol the new drug would soon 

, cure him 

((.') tablet [b) pill 

li I dose it) quantity 

52 When we send a ich kel above the 
I , we follow the line begun by 

. the invention of the wheel. 

(a' earth (h) sky 

(c) ether (i/l atmosphere 

53. After the lobbery the shop installed 
; a sophisticated alarm ystern as an 

i insurance..further losses 

i (d) loi (h) from 
I (c) against (d) towards 

I 54. The two teams were equally 


1 matched and appeared to be heading loi a 

1 draw, and a/iiii_was mev itable 

(rt) tie 

(/i) shovviiovvn 

(c) abandonment 
(if) replay 

55.niepriestaddressid the_ lor 

more than an hour and was listened to vv itli 
rapt attention. 

(d) staff 

(M audience 

(c) congregation 

(d) crew 

8fi. VW* pondered dtyplv_ the 

best course of action to he taken, 

(d) as to (!>) upon 

(i) ovei (i/) about 

57. The autocratic boss .. .....even 

the tew who geiiuinclv supported his 
policy. 

(d) alienated 

(h) iliffered from 

(c) scolded 
Id) iik’nlified 

.58. The (ommandos took a long 

lime to_. the resistaiue ol tlw 

rebels. 

(d) cut down 
i!') pulldown 
(ci lone down 
(Jl break down 

5^) riie spei Ire that is h.ninting \v'esl- 
ern F.uiope i epresents holli an oppoitiinitv 
and a... 

I'i) scope (M lii'eilom 

\e) challenge (di ihaive 

(lO An.uomv and I’hvsiologv weie 
studied in ancient India and tlie priiii i) le 
of the.. .. .ol blood was siigeested 
long beli'ie f larvev 
(d) circolation 
(k) movement 

(i) flow 

Ilf) progression 

SEl.fiCTING VV(3R1)S 

litem.- f)7 /('• 7.5) 

Directions: 

In the following passage tltems 6t 
to 75) at certain points, you <ire given a 
clu'ice of three words marked (ii), lb) and 
; (l). Choose the best word trom these 
three and indicate your choice m the 
, iclevant column of your Answer Sheet 
Examples 7.. and L , hav e been solv ed for 
' you. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 






(a) boy 
{b) horse 
(f) dog 

was in the school in Shimla. 

Z: 

(»; Slie 
(h) It 
(c) He 

was liomesick. 

Explanation: Out of the list given 
in item Z,, only 'boy' is the correct an¬ 
swer So, 'a' should be indicated as 
your response. For item Z,, 'c' is the 
correct answer, because that is the pro¬ 
noun which refers back to the noun 
'boy'. 

Now attempt items 61 to 75. 

61. The most attractive and unique 
feature of crossword puzzle is that it is a 
game one can play alone! There are sev¬ 
eral kinds of crossw'ord puzzles. One 
kind is the prize competition in which 
the 

(a) persons 
(6) person 
(c) actor 

who finds the correct answers gets a big 
prize. 

62. (a) But 

(b) Though 

(c) Altlrough 

the answers are very hard to find, since 
several 

61 (a) alphabets 
(b) letters 
(t) words 

appear equally .'ppropriate; bad, mad or 
sad, tor 

64. (a) example, 

(b) assumption, 

(c', illustration, 

in the clue sentence, '_people 

an .seldom popular'. Such 

65. (a) races 

(b) competitions 
(i ) puzzles 

attract people who are fond of gambling, 
because by 

66. (fl) giving 

(b) paying 

(c) buying 

a small entry fee, they tan win big prizes. 
The 
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67. (fl) two 

(b) another 

(c) second 

type of crossword puzzle is one in which 

68. (fl) there 

(b) this 

(c) their 

is only one possible answer to every clue 
But 

6y. (fl) any 

(b) an 

(c) this 

answer is elusive and calls for some detec¬ 
tive work 

70. (fl) upon 
(6) on 
(c) in 

our part. The clue gives only hints about 
the word. A 

71. (fl) clue 

(b) puzzle 

(c) word 

like 'Mate changes to flesh for food' 

72. (fl) shall 

(b) will 

(c) did 

elude you till you realise that by changing 
the 

73. (fl) spelling 

(b) lettering 

(c) words 

of 'mate' you get 'meat'. Your comprehen¬ 
sion and your 

74 (fl) common sense 

(b) general 

(c) overall 

knowledge arc put to the test. The effort 
to 

75 (fl) think of 

(b) solve 

(c) dis.solve 

such crosswords is an intellectual exer- 


ANSWERS 

1. (c) 'was deceived'. 

2. (c) 'and were seeking for a job'. 

3. (b) 'nor inspire the lovers of peace’. 

4. (c) 'for almost twenty years'. 

5. (b) 'the houses lookH as if'. 

6. (b) 'who we all expected'. 

7. (b) 'has made them integral to 

modern warfare'. 

8. (d) no error. 


! 9. (c) 'telecast by a commercial televi- 
I sion channel', 
i 10. (c) 'that you have made a mistake', 
i 11. (b)'he has six houses in Bombay'. 

• 12. (b) 'if I was ill'. 

; 13. (c) 'he had bought it'. 

I 14. (d) no error. 

! 15. (e) 'it was hardiv ten'. 

16. (fl) 17. (b) 18. (fl) 19. (b) 

20. (c) 21. (c) 22. (f) 23. (a) 

24. (c) 25. (fl) 26. (c) 27. (c) 

28. (fl) 29 (d) 30. (b) 31. (d) 

32. (d) 33. (d) 34. (d) 35. (b) 

36. (c) 37. (d) 38. (c) 39. (b) 

40. (fl) 41. (0 42. (b) 43. (c) 

44. (c) 45. (d) 4fa. (b) 47 (a) 

48. (b) 49. (d) .50. (c) 51 (c) 

52. (d) .53. (f) ,54. (d) 55. (c) 

j 56. (c) 57. (c) 58 (d) 54. (c) • 

60. (fl) 61. (b) 62. (fl) 63. (e) 

64. (n) 65, (b) 66. (b) 67. (c) 

68. (fl) 69. (b) 70. (/>) 71. (b) 

72. (fl) 73. (n) 74. (b) 75. (b) 

(Balance tpiestums and ansuyr<; will ap¬ 
pear in April, 199S issue) 

i - - 

i 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 



1. Which one of the following statements is correct 
for ZA and ZB in the given figure? 



(a) mA=mB 

(/») ZA andZ B are complementary angles 
(f) ZA and ZB arc right angles 
(t/) Z A and ZB are supplementary angles 
2 . 



The value of Z (in degrees), in the given figure, is: 

(fl) 180 (/;) 216 (c) 264 (d) 240 

n In the given figure, straight lines AB and CD 
intersect at O. It the magnitude of (1 is four times that of a, 
then Zp is equal tu¬ 



fa) lOO'* (/)) 144‘' (c) 148" (d) 150” 

4 Which one of the following determines a plane? 
(a) A line and a point on it 

{!>) Two points 

(c) Three non-col linear points 

(d) None of the above 

5 If F and Q are points on the opposite sides of 
a straight line AB. If O is a point on AB such that 
ZAOP -= ZBOQ, then which one of the following is cor¬ 
rect? . 

(a) ZAOQ>ZBOP {b) ZAOQ<ZBOP 

(c) ZAOP-180”-ZACKJ 
- (d) ZAOP-90"-ZAOQ 

6. In the given figure, if PQ II RS, ZQPT - 115”, and 
ZITR = 20”, then ZSRT is equal to; 


(a) 95” (b) 135” (c) 150" (d) 155” 

7. If ABC is a triangle in which the side BC is 
produced to D, then which one of the following is correct? 

(a) Z ACD is either greater than Z ABC or greater than- 
ZBAC but not both 

(i>) ZACD > ZABC and ZACD > ZBAC 

(c) ZACD > ZBAC and ZACD ZACB 

(d) ZACD > ZACB and ZACD > ZABC 

8. AABC and APQR are congruent if: 

(a) ZABC = ZPQR,ZBAC = ZQPR and 
ZBCA =Z QRP 

(b) AB = PQ,AC-PRancfzABC-ZPQR 

(f) AB = PQ, ZABC = ZPQR and ZBAC - ZPRQ 

(d) BC = QR, AC = PR and ZACB - ZPRQ 

9. APQR and ALMN are similar. If 3 PQ --- LM and 
MN = 9 cm, then QR is equal to: 

(a) 3 cm (b) 6 cm (c) 9 cm (d) 12 cm 

10. If D, * 1 , F be the mid pointsof the sides BC, CA and 
AB respectively of a triangle ABC, then which one of the 
following is not correctly matched? 

(a) If G is the centroid of the AABC, then 
AC: CD = 2:1 

(p) If G is the centroid of the AABC, then C is the 
centroid of the ADEF 

(c) If ZA = 90, then A is orlhocenlre ot the AABC 

(d) It ZA > 90. then orthexentre ol^the AABC lies 
inside the AABC 

11. Match List-1 with List-II and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below the lists: 

l.ist-l Li.st-II 

A. Opposite sides 1 Rectangle 

equal and T)arallel 

B. Opposite sides equal 2. Square 
and one angle 90” 

C. All sides equal and 3. Rhombus 
one angle 90” 

D. All sides equal and 4, Parallelogram 


diagonals at right 
angles 

Codes: 

ABC 

D 

(a) 4 

1 3 

2 

(b) 4 

1 2 

3 

(c) 3 

4 2 

1 

(d) 2 

4 1 

3 
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12. AliC.'l) IS .. p.irnlli'U)HiMm. If I’ lx- a point on CD 
suih lliJt AP- AD, thin thv mcjsun- of /PAB f ZBCD is: 

(d) ISO" <h) 225 ■ 240" (li) 135'^- 

13. C-’hords ,\B cind ( D of d circit* intersect dt Cl If 
AO 8 cms., B() i ms and CO - 2 Dl3, then the lenj^th 
ot IX.) {in cins ) is. 

((/) .^.s? approx (!’) 5 (c) (■> 

{il) (i 17 approx. 

14 It .A, n )>(■ /’oiiils of contact of the lan/^ents drjwn 
^ to a circle C with centre (land radiu.s r cm from a point P 
outside C, then which one of the foHowinj* is correct? 

Ill) \i M vs the m'ld point oS AR, thenOM + MP ' OP 
(11 It M is the mid point of AB, then AMI’ is an acute 
.mill'd triangle 

(i ) II M is the mid point of AB, then AM is perpen¬ 
dicular to OP 

ill) P.ither AAC IP is obtuse-angled or A BCAP is obtuse- 
angled 

13 Ift be a circle with centre (land radius 5 cm. The 
lix'us ot mill-points of equal chords of C each of length 6 
cm is a- 

(ii) concentric circle whose radius is 7 im 
(/’) concentric circle whose radius is 4 cm 
(f) straight line parallel to some chord of length of 6 cm 
(il) straight line perpendicular to st'ine chord of 
'cngth of h cm 

16. The area of the parallelogram given below is; 


K 1 rn 


S cm 


/• 

/ 


/. 


4' m 


I 

/ 


(ti) dOsqcni (/’) 2()sqcm 

(i} 32 sq cm (d) 64 sq cm 

17 T he ,irejs ot a ri-ctangle and a square are equal 
The side ot the square is 3 cm and the smaller side ol the 
reclang/e is halt that of thi' square The length of the other 
side ol the rectangle would be: 

III} 3 cm (I') 8 cm (c) 10 cm (il) 12.5 cm 

18 The sum of the diameters of h\'o circles is 35 em 
.ind the difference of their circumferences is 22 cm The 
.nea ol the smaller circle will be: 

(a.) I.■’l.sqcm (h) 144,sqcni 

(c} 134sqcm (d) 308sqcm 

IM. Ihe perimeter ol a square is 12 cm and that ol 
.mother is !h cm. The side of a square whose area is equal 
In the su m ol the a reas of I he above two .squares i ould he: 
(a; ‘1cm (/)) 5 cm (c) 5.5 cm (d) 6 cm 

20. The area of the given figure is: 


:ir' 


(a) ^rtr^ 


(b) Jtir^ 


(c) ni^ 


(d) 37tr^ 


21. The area covered by the readings given in a field 
hook as under is: 


To D nx) 


ToB 

w 
600 
400 
200 
'From A 


200 to D 


100 to C 


(a) 100,1X10 sq units 
(c) 1.30,000 sq units 


{b) 110,0(X) sq units 
(d) 140,(X)0 sq units 

22. A rectangle is attached to a square ot side of 6 cm. 
The smaller side of the rectangle is twice the side of the 
.square and the larger side is 3 times the side of the square. 
Total area of the figure is: 

(a) 198sqcm (b) 216sqcm 

(c) 252 .sq cm (J) 25b : q cm 

23. The volume of a right circular cone is 68 m^ The 
height of the cone is 4 m. The area of the base of the cone 
is: 

(a) 17 in* (/;) .34 m^ (r) 51m* (d) 68 

24. Two cones have their heights in the ratio 1 :3 and 
the radii of their ba.ses are in the ratio 3 . 1 . The ratio of 
their volumes is: 

(a) 1 . 3 (b) 3 ■ 1 

(c)l:2 (d)2.1 

25. The radius and slant height of a cone are in fJie 
ratio 4 : 7. If its curved surface area is 3168 cm*, then its 
radius is equal to: . 

(a) 12 cm (h) 18 cm 

(f) 24 cm (d) 30 cm 

26. The diameter of the ba.se of a right circular cone is 
8 cm and its slant height is 35 cm. The area of the curved 
surface of the cone is; 

(a) 440 cm^ (b) 430 cm* 

(c) 420 cm* (d) 400 cm^ 

27. If two spheres have their radii in the ratio 2 ; .3, 
then the ratio of their volumes is: 

(a) 8:27 (li) 4:9 

(c) 6: 12 (d) 1 • 1.5 

28. If the radii cf two cylinders are in the ratio 3 • 2 
and their height in the ratio 4 • 3, then the ratio of their 
volumes is. 

(a) 9:8 (/’)2:1 

(c) 3.1 (d) 4 . 1 

29. A cylindrical vessel can hold 154 grams of water. 
If the radius of its ba.se is 3.5 cm and I cu cm of water 
weigh^. I gm, then the depth of the water is: 

(a) 3 cm (h) 4 cm (c) 4.5 cm (d) 5 cm 

30. The height of a right circular cylinder is 9 m. If 
three times the sum of the areas of its two circular faces is 
twice the area of its curved surface, then the radius of the 
base is: 

(a) 6 m (i>) 7 m 

(c) 8 m (d) 9 m 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. id) 


2. (d) ~ + | + | = 180=>z = 240‘’ 


3. (b) p^4a a + p^l8()(I,.P.) 

a + 4a = => a - 36 

p = 4 X 36" = 144" 

4. (<•) 

5. (<■) ZAOP^ ZBOQ 

. l’( )Q is <1 1st lino 

V.OA. are equal 
ZAor - 180 - ZAOQ 

6. (b) PQ II RS Z1 ^ Z2-Q0 ( ■ ■. ± IV<'r K^'ornisi.) 

ZSrr 115-90=25 r 


\ 






/ S^P 


Z4 ^ 20 ^ Z3 
= 20 + 25 - 45 
ZSRT-ZI +Z4 

_ c)0" + 45 ^ 135« 

7. (b) Ext. Z of a A is greater than either ot the int Z. 

8. (d) In SAS cong. rule the angle must be included Z. 

9 (a) A POR - A LMN ■ -OS- _ SO 

^ LM MN .3PQ Q 

■=> QR - 3 rni 

10. (tf) If / A > 90, the orthocentro 

lies outside the A ARC 

11. (h) 

12. (/i) \l) - AP .-. Z4--Z3 

A 1.1 II BC 
Z.^ + Z6 = 180 

.-. Z4 + Z6 r. 180 
Z5 - Z4 - Zl altZs 

AB II CD and AP is a transversal 
.-. Z1 -t Z6 - 180 or ZPAR h ZHCD - 180" 

13. (c) Chords AB and CD intersect at Cl 

.. AOxOB^OCxOD 
or ■) X 9 - 2x X X or x^ = 36 x ^ h cm 
14 (r) _ 

15. {b) OM^ Noc-'-C M^ 

Reqd. locus is a concentric cir». le with radius 

- 4 cm 

16. (f) Area of a Hgm - side x corresp altitude -8x1 

- 32 cm‘ 

17. (c) Area of reel ■= Area of a square - 5‘- 25 cm^ 

5 

Length of smaller side = - cm 

5 

I.ength of other side = 25 ^ 

18. (c) 2ri + 2r2 = 35 n + r: = “ ....(i) 

ci-C2“22cm ri > r2 
27cri - 2 nr 2 - 22 => 2ji (n - r 2 ) 

^ 22 => ri - r 2 = ~ ... (») 


7 

Subtracting (h) from (/) 2r2 - ^ ~ -y - 1 L ■ 7 

22 

Area of the smaller circle = j 'a7'^7 151 cm‘ 

/L\ c-j C Perimeter 12 

19 (h) Side of a square - ~ ^ - . .ai- ^ - 3 cm 


a 2 - “ - 4 cm ai 
4 


- 3 / 3 * I 4'" -- 5 cm 


20. it.) 

21. (c) Reqd area = ar A ALC + ar trap LCI )M 

+ ar A BMD ^ ar.A ABD 


Reqd area 2 200 x ItXl 


z 100 


Two ' 

It »0P_ 


+ j (1 00 + 2(X1) X (200 + 200) 

4 X 200 X 200 + “ X 100 V 8tX) 

r lOfKK) + 600(X) + 20000 f 4(X)00 - 1.30000 sq units 

22. (c) Area of a square -6^-36 cm' 

area ot rcct - (3 x 6) x (2 x 6) -- 21 
Total area ~ 252 cm^ 

23. (r) Vol of cone = ^ Ttr^h - 68 Jtr^ - tiH x 

3 . 

area ofba.se = 68 < ^ - 51 111 “ (h - 4) 

y .[nrThi 

24. (h) hr. h 2 - 1 -. 3, n : r? - 3 : 1, - ' - ' — 

v? 1 

Vi ,ri hi 3,2 13.,, 

v? h? ' 1 ' 3 I 

25. (c) r;;-4:7=»-|-^ori-^r 

27 7 

C.S. A. of a cone - Tir/ -»316H -- ■ r > 1 

________ / 4 

•. r - X ^2 ^ i - 24 cm 

26 (u) r -1 4 cm C S. A. ef cone • 4 35 ^ .14^, 

4 T 

XI 3 ri 1 2,t H u 77 

27- ('0 V7%' , ( 7 ;) "W -17~-^ 

" n 17 

V 2 n i7 h2 r? ^2 2 3 

29. (b) Vol. of water - 154 cii cm ( I gm of wafer 

IK copies I cu cm 
154 7 ,U1 


Depth of water = J-^ =.-1.54 x x i =-41. 


m 


m 


30. (fl) A.T.S 3(2 nr) = 2x2 irrh =» 67ir‘' = 4n:rh - > r l^h 

2 

r = - X 9 -r 6 cm 
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Test of Reasoning—i 


Find out the missing number; 

1 SI; 52; 56, 65, .. 

ill) 72 (/>) 81 (r) 79 (d) 84 

{(') None of these 

2 7; ..■ 13; 17; 19; 23. 

{u) 8 (li) 9 {(■) 10 (£0 11 

((’) None of these 

3. 4; 9; 20; ...; 90, 185. 

in) 39 (b) 43 (r) 41 (d) 57 

(e) None of these 

4. ...; 13; 24; 69; 134; 263. 

(0) 7 (/;) 8 (r) 9 (d) 10 

(£') None ot these 

5. 7, 6; 13, 19; ..; 51. 

(ii) 21 (f'J 23 (r) 29 (rf) 33 

(c) None ot these 

6. -1; 21; 8; 14; 12; ... 

(a) 18 (b) 16 (c) 7 (d) 9 

(r’) None of these 

7. 15, ...; 24; 33; 45 

(a) 16 (b) 18 ic) 2C (d) 21 

(c) None of these 

8. 179; 163; 159; 134; 129; .. 

(fl) 121 (b) 102 (c) 93 (£/) 91 

(f) Nc'iie ol these 

Qs. 9-13. All the numbers in each of the following questions 
have a common feature. Your task is to match the questions with 
(a), lb), (r), id) and (r) on the basis ol common property among 
numbers. 

9 97; 114, 5.3, 71; 101 

I'!) They are squares of certain numbers. 

10 312, 123; 402; %; 84 

(/’) They an* divisible by 6. 

11. 108. 216; 192; 116; 200 

(r) They are divisible by 3. 

12. 222, 108, 96; 174; 264 

(d) They are divisible by 4. 

13. 121; 169; 225, 144; 196 

((’) All arc prime numbers. 

Find the odd-man out: 


14. 

(«) 

QPM 

(b) 

KIG 

(<:) 

YXU 


(d) 

MIH 

(<■) 

FliB 



15 

{«} 

BCEH 

(b) 

UVXA 

(c) 

FGJM 


id) 

JKMP 

(f) 

QKTW 



16. 

(a) 

WD 

fb) 

OL 

(c) 

QJ 


id) 

NM 

ii’) 

TF 



17. 

(fl) 

GHDL 

(b) 

MNIJ 

{c) 

TUQR 


(d) XYUV (e) NOKl. 

18. (a) NLI (h) BZW (r) ]HE 

(d) FDA (c) VTP 

19. All the numbers and letters in the blocks given below 

follow a similar pattern. Your task is to find out the missing number 
in the second figure and the missing letter in the third figure. 


,l-» 1 

23 T G I 16 



I fU i 

IB ' B 


(fl) 4 and V (b) 5 and J (c) 2 and R 
(d) 3 and N (c) None of these 

20. Find out the missing letter' 




(.) vro 


(a) N (b) K (f) R (d) I. (c) None ot these 

Qs. 21-22. Which set of letters would be the next one in the 
series: 

21. BGV; CIW; DKX; LMY; ... 

(a) FNX (/;) GNZ (f) FOZ 

(d) FPZ (c) FOA 

22. NDC; PGF; RJl; TML; ... 

(n) WPQ (b) WNQ (.) VPO 

(d) VNO (c) UNO 

23. Four out of the five words given below the lead word 
'MINISTER' are related to the lead word in a similar way while 
one is different. Your task is to find out the word which is not 
related to the lead-word in the similar way. 

MINISTER: 

(«) SISTER (fc) MONSTER (r) NIECE 

(d) STRAIN (c) SINISTER 

Qs. 24 and 25. If the first half of the alphabets (the first 
thirteen letters) were written in reverse order followed by the 
remaining half in reverse order: 

24. Mow many letters would be there between the letters K 
andP? 

(a) 14 (b) 16 (c) 18 

(d) 20 (e) None of these 

25. Which letter would be exactly in the middle of 17th 
letter from your right and 12th letter from your left? 

(fl) C (b) B (c) U 

(d) T (e) None of tliese 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


c=3 [] a g c=3 

X|o 4 C=|X U X|=> 

w -F tj n n + w 


□ Y © O Y □ 

X X □ X X 0 

Y O o © Y Y O 


-rr 

o~ #lo-6 lo-S" # + 


•=» • 0 © Q •=* • 

Yi i • nf' Yi i 

© • 0 ® «» • ® 


^ 1 11C 







Q 0 0 0 


r f 


A 


0 0—0 

Cl^ nc 




K 0 S 




L cX* ^ ^ 

i_rY_i nin lj\j run uruj 


m 

sm 


r o A ^ X 
□ °A o w Y A 







ANSWER FIGURES 






D 

Si 

+ r 

C3 

TT 

+ w 

Y 0 

X 

□ 

□ 

X 

0 Y 

> 


Y 

0 • 0 

0 • 

0 




X X □ 






5™^ 



0 • ® 


2cin5 



€) (a) 


t f T 


0 0 


s A A 



c cl^ ch Me 



Me 



0 




i 

0 


fr——C 


^\\ 


\v w w \ 



m 




« 

656b 

TO 

65556 

m 

m 

A X 
Y 

❖ 
iW o 

A □ 

Jk 

❖ 

X w 

c > 

X o 
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CDOCBOO 


mn o)tik)Mi c))n co?T coiTkonkouKWiT 


G5> 

(3 

COiT 

COTT 



o 

w 

V Y 

O A 

A 

Y V 

o 

c o 

-c 

< 

< C 

-c 

O 

t 

k 

i 

i 

1 

0 □ 
-c 

0 > 

<=■ to 

V Y 
□ 

c» a 

Y □ 
A 

O 

^ I 

# 

I 

# 

0 

a 

V A 

R 

R 

A -y 

H 

-V 

8 c 

A 

to 

on Y 
D 

Q 

iru A 

<Z> 




O A o Y ® o O 
w n ri 

A V AAA 







# oO |#'^#00^' 

-w -\>r I -v #. 


A A A V (K 

Q <=»Q <*>0 oQ *»□ «=> 

rin iru uru an lhj 


V^-f 


!)C*)!).DC^^!)!) 



Ik, 


Va 


wmm 
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<=^ 






A 09 | 


A □ 

o 

□ A 


W 


n 


U O 

a 

o U 


Y 

? 

Y 



ii|I> cgii ii[^ <311 [^ 




l^^il 


[❖I© o^ol 


#r X 


VW 








X 


<> 

\ 

^0 

%■ 
























































































Find the odd-man out; 


B C 


0 E 


Q 

0 

Q 

w 




V 



X 4, 

4. O 

r H 

= + 

* t 

^ 4= 

V V 

V □ 

C 

? 

0- ^ 

^ A o 

■ □ O 

^ o o 




fr 3 -& -^>0 -») <^ OK 


71. ^ <®> [®] I A 

72. <2) €) ^ (S) 

TT3T TTTT I'JTT 3 9 i "I 3TTT 
TTTT TTTT ;iri Xr9T rCTT 

- W^¥¥w 


J O ^ /V ZJ I c 

3 L#x 


O - 
= 8 
V V 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATtONS _ 

1 (I'l t.n 1)11 adding 1 % 2', 3', 4‘ ... to numbers respectively 
2. (i/i li i-, a senes of prime numbers. 

1 (/>) The arrangement is (n x 2) + 1, (n x 2) + 2; (n x 2) + 3, 
m \ 2/1-4 .. 

1 I/!/ I be arrangement is, (n .v 2) - 1; (n x 2) - 2; (n x 2) - 3; 
in X 2) ■ 4 .. 

.3. (I'l Ought to be 32; each number is the total of its two 
preceding numbers. 

(, ((•) There are two scries- 4, 8,12,... and 21,14, 7 ... 

7, (fi) Co on adding 3, ft, 4, i2 ... to nunibers respectively. 

8. (c) The series is - 4'; ■■ 4; - 5‘: - 5; - 6^; - 6 ... 

((>) JO. {(■) 11 ((/) 12. (b) 13. (a) 

14-18. Write uH the alphabets and number them from 1 to 26. Number 


them in reverse order as well and then see how the letters in 
questions have been arranged; thus solve the questions. , 
14. id) 15. (c) 16. (e) 17. (h) 18. (e) 

19. (d) The difference in numbers in the third (bottom line) is 

the number of the letter in the alphabetical orcler. 
Similarly the total of numbers in the second line is the 
number of the letter in the top box. 

20. (b) 3 + 9 = 12, which is the number ot L in alphabets. 

21. (c) Check series of each letter, the first letters arc B, C, D, E 

and F, the second have gap of one G, 1, K, M, 0 ... the 
third are VWXYZ. 

22. (c) Same as above arrangement N, P, R.. ; D, G, } ... and 

C, F, I ... 

23 (c) In all the others, there is just one letter that does not 
occur in the lead word. This one has two E and C. 

24. (d) 25. (a) 

For answering the next ti/pe of questions, keep the following 
guidelines in mind as they might prove helpful. 

(i) Study each figure given in the question independently, 
as well as in relationship with t'ther figures. 

(ii) Alt the figures in a question need not necessarily follow 
the same course of movement. The movements of the hgur? are 
generally clockwise, anti-cliKkwise, right and Icit, up and down 
or vice-versa. They may also be from corner to corner or along 
certain points. Some figures may have a regular pace while others 
may gain or lose a step during movement. (Lxainples: 26,27, 30, 
34, 42, 44 etc.) 

(ill) The figure may tilt, rotate, turn upside down or change 
in size during movement. {Examples: 26, 29, 40, 49 etc.) 

(m) Something may be added to the figure or dropped from 
it with each step. (Examples: 28, 36, 39, 41. 45, 50, 51 etc.) 

(z’) Some figures may interchange places according to a set 
pattern. {E.xamples: 34, 38, 40, 46 etc.) 

26. E 27, B 28. B 29. A .30. D 

31 D 32. F. 33. C 34. A 35. n 

36 A 37. C 38 A 39. B 40. A 

41 C 42. E 43. B 44. D 45. D 

46. A 47. C 48. B 49. B 50. F 

51 A 52. D 53. C 54. E 55, B 

56 B 57. E 58. D 59. A 60. D 

61. B 62. 8 63. E 64 D 65. A 

66. B. The pattern is wrong. 

67. E. The figure inside ought to have two sides less. 

68. C. The three type of figures t-rre in the proportion of 1 :2; 3, 

here the proportion is 2 : 2 : 2. 

69. B. The pattern of hooks is wrong. 

70. (’. The two figures with identical shape ought to be in 

opposite direction. 

71. C. The inner figure should have one side less and the 

innermost one more. 

72. E. The pattern is wrong. 

73. D. The same number of hooks in the bottom are in opposite 

direction. 

74. D. In all the others, tliere are three arcs and two straight lines. 

75. C. Three of the figures in all the others are half of the full 

figures. 
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Test of Reasoning—II 


Qs. 1>8. Find the odd-man out: 


1. (a) Mangalore 

(b) Bangalore 

(c) Cochin 

though the two sets may not follow the same order of arrange¬ 


(d) Vishakhapatnam 

(c) Kandla 

ment. 

2. 

(fl) cotton 

(b) hemp 

(r) linseed 

17. ape ; baboon : chimpanzc’c 


(d) rubber 

(c) jute 


(fl) sour: sweet, grapes 

3. 

(fl) Todas 

(b) Bhils 

(c) Nagas 

18. gold : metal; copper 


(d) Santhals 

(c) Maoris 


(b) trc'e: bench' park 

4. (fl) pyramid 

(b) parallelogram (c) cube 

19. papei ; book : painting 


(d) sphere 

(c) prism 


(c) nilverfzinc: brass 

5. 

•’(fl) pigeon 

(b) falcon 

(c) eagle 

20. hotel : room : kitchen 


(d) owl 

(c) hawk 


(d) snake: python; reptile 

6. 

(fl) Tasmania 

(b) Sri I.anka 

(c) Ireland 

21. children : dull: intelligent 


(d) Switzerland 

(?) New Zealand 


(f) purse: pocket; coal 

7. 

(fl) intectinn 

(b) malady 

(c) illness 

22. Maharashtra : India : Mumbai 


(d) sickness 

(c) disease 


(/) bottles; window panes' glass 

8. 

(fl) skull 

(b) pelvis 

(c) membrane 

Qs. 23-25. In a iowA, that has people of many cominiinilics. 


(d) vertebra 

(f) collar-bone 


the bus-stand, the railway-station, the temple, church, mosque 


Qs. 9-1 b. In each question below is given a pair of items 
with a definite relationship between them. Your task is to find 
out from (d), (b), (c) and id) the pair with an identical relation¬ 
ship between the items. 


9. king ; empire 
(fl) horse : stable 
(f) tiger ■ forest 

10. customer : purchaser 
(a) physician ; doctor 
{h) entrepreneur: business 

(c) watchman : safety 

11. butterfly . insect 

(d) flag : cloth 
(c) sarod : musical instrument (d) di.sease ■ ailment 

12. loss : gam 
(a) sociable : loner 
(f) smile : laugh 

13. diamond : topaz 
(fl) Man Sarovar: Ganga 
(f) Uranus: Neptune 


(b) student: school 
(d) shepherd ; sheep 


(d) robber: police 
(b) animal : beast 


(b) extravagant: po(»r 
(d) success . attempt 

(b) Agra : Taj Mahal 
(U) marble : building 


14. carelessness : accident 
(fl) walking: steps 

(c) greatness : nobility 

15. currency : money' 

(fl) money : debt 
(c) bank : locker 

16. petal: flower 
(fl) cloud : water 
(c) trees; enviroriment 


(b) infection : illness 
(d) weakness : tonic 

(b) act: law and order 
(d) punishment: crime 

(b) boat; river 
(d) eye : face 

Qs. 17-22. Match the following questions with (a), (b), (c). 


(d), (e) and (/) on the basis of similar relationship among items, 


and the gurudwara are situated as follows. Try to visualize the 
locations and answer the questions that follow. 

The Gurudwara is 2 km to the south ot teinpU- 

The Church is 1 km to the north ot bus-stand and ?. km to 
the west of railway station 

The Temple is 1 km to the east ot bus-stand. 

The Mosque is 1 km to tlie west of Gurudwara 

23. Which throe of the above places ari‘ in a straight lint'? 

(fl) Church, Temple and Bus bland 

(b) Temple, Mosque and Gurudwara 

(c) Church, Mosque and Railwaly station 

(d) Mos<]uc, Bus Stand and Church 

(c) No three places are in a line. 

24. How far is the Bus Stand Irom the Mosi|ik'’ 

(fl) 1 km (b) 2 km 1 ') ' km 

(d) 'll- * 2- km (c) V2 +3- 

25 If all the roads aie cither north-south or east-west, how 
far a person has to go to reach the Railway Station Irom 
Gurudwara? 

(a) 2 km (b) .3 km (i ) 4 km 

(d) 5 km ((') 6 km 

26. Mr John has Rs 110 in ten-rupee notes, fi^■e-rupee notes 
and two-rupe * notes. If the total number ol notes is 18, how 
many five-rupee notes does he have? 

(fl) 10 (b) 8 (c) 7 

(d) 6 (c) 4 

Qs. 27-32. In each of the following questions, the words are 
written in codes as well, each small letter representing one of the 
letters of the word. The same code is applied to all the words. 
Your task is to find out the right code for letters end osed in box. 
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27. P L 

> 

Z 

H 

S 








(ii) b 

(b) d' 

(0 

X 

(d) 

8 

(«’) 

h 


w 

28. M 0 

i N 1 1) . 

\ Y 








(a) 1 

(b) w 

(c-) 

r 

(d) 

) 

(<•) 

h 

(/) 

f 

29.ib! R 

1 N K 

s 








(a) h 

(b) m 

(c) 

f 

(d) 

X 

W 

z 

(f) 

c 

.30. I. A; 

M|E N 

r 








(a) w 

(b) 1 

(C) 

h 

(d) 

d 

(0 

y 

(0 

b 

.31 T II 

R N I j 

I’! 








(ii) g 

(b) h 

(<■) 

c 

(d) 

q 

v) 

d 

{ft 

m 

.32. P A ; 

R U 0 

N 








(a) ( 

(b) f 

(c) 

w 

(d) 

h 

(e) 

g 

(ft 

1 


33. An army officer sent an important message through the 
following code; 

'My purse is heavy', meant, 'Some bullets are useless', 
'tiive me your purse', meant, 'All patois are good'. 

'Your bags are heavy', meant, 'Send bullets and pistols', and 
'Give back my bags', meant, 'Send some good guns.' 

What would be the code for 'Send good bullets'? 

(fl) Give heavy bags 
(fc) Give my bags 

(c) My heavy bags 

(d) My heavy purse 

34 and 35. A team of four and three has to be formed 
according to the following instructions. The persons eligible 
are A, B, C, D, E, F and C. 

(i) n and G must be together. 

(ii) F will not be with B or D. 

(ill) A and C must be together. 

(i7') E must be with D. 

"Vt. Ihe team of four will comprise of: 

(ii) ACFG (b) ADEG (c) BDF.G 

id) ACFB (f) None of these 

.35. Which of the above statements is superfluous? 

(u) (/) {b) (ii) (c) (Hi) (d) (ip) (e) None 

36-40. Five friends Yogesh, Cyan, Roshan, Pankaj and 
Bharat are wearing pink, yellow, blue, green and red caps 
but not in the same order. Your task is to match the person 
with the colour of cap he is putting on, on the basis of 
statements given below: The first letter of the name of the 
person is not the same as the first letter of the colour of his 
cap. 

Yogc'-.h and tiyan are not wearing pink cap. 

Bharat and Roshan have not put on yellow cap. 

I’ankaj's cap is neither blue nor red. 

Bharat's cap is not pink. 

Blue cap is not put on by Cyan, 
tireen cap docs not belong to Pankaj. 

.36. Yogesh (a) pink rap 

37. Gyan (h) yellow cap 

.38. Roshan (c) blue cap 

39. Pankaj (d) green cap 

40. Bharat (e) redcap 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below arc given two statements followed by four 
conclusions numbered I, //, III and IV. You have to take the two giivn 
statements to be true even if they appear to be at variance with com¬ 
monly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide which of 
the giivn conclusions logically follow from tlw two given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements- 

41. 1. Some horses arc elephants. 

2. All elephants are tigers. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some horses are tigers, 
n. All tigers are elephants. 

III. Some elephants arc not horses. 

IV. Some horses arc not tigers. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only HI follows. 

(c) Only II and IV follow. (d) Only 1 and IV follow. 

(e) Only III and IV follow. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All stones are bricks. 

2. All bricks arc glasses. 

Conclusions: 

1. All stones are glasses. 

II. All glasses are bricks. 

in. The glasses that are bricks are not stones. 

IV. All bricks arc stones. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows 

(c) Only II and IV follow. (d) Either II or IV follows, 

(c) Only in follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All palaces are hotels. 

2. All restaurants are hotels. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some hotels are palaces as well as restaurants. 

II. The hotels that are palaces are not rcstauranls. 

III. Every hotel is either palace or restaurant. 

IV. Some hotels are neither palaces nor restaurants 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows 

(f) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Any and oiUy one of the four follows. 

Statements: 

■14. 1. All cups are saucers. 

2. Some saucers are napkins. 

Conclusions- 

I. All cups are napkins. 

II. Some napkins are cups, 
ni. No napkin is a cup. 

IV. Some saucers a.re not cups. 

(a) Only I and IV follow. (b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. 

(d) Any one from I, II and ID follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Rupee is bigger than dollar but smaller than pound. 
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2. Yen is smaller than dollar but bigger than lira which 
is bigger than taka. 

Conclusions. 

1. Yen is bigger than taka. 

II. Pound is the biggest. 

III. Yen is smaller than rupee. 

IV. Ura is smaller than dollar. 

{a) Only I, II and III follow. 

(b) Only II, III and IV follow. (c) All the four follow. 

(d) Any two of the four follow. (c) None follows 

Stak'inents: 

46. 1. Some rows are goats. 

2. Some goats are dogs. 

Conclusions. 

1. No dog is a cow. 

II. All goats that arc cows arc dogs 

III. Some cows arc dogs. 

IV. Every dog is either a goat or a cow. 

(a) Either I or II follows, (b) Either III or IV follows. 

(c) Either I or 111 follows, (d) Either II or IV follows. 

(r) None follows. 

Stntriiiciits' 

47 1. Some teachers are lawyers 

2. Some physicians are lawyers. 

Conclusions 

1. Some lawyers are physicians as well as teachers. 

II. The lawyers that are physicians are not teachers. 

III. All teachers arc physicians. 

IV All physicians are lawyers. 

{«) Either 1 or 11 follows. (b) Only 11 or III follows. 

(() Either II or IV follows, (d) Either I or IV follows. 

(f) Either III or IV follows. 

Sliileiiiciils- 

48 1. Some trees are flowers. 

2. All flowers an' red. 

Coiichisiuns. 

I. ,')Omc trees are red. 

II. All red things are flowers. 

III. Some trees are not red. 

IV. Only those flowers are led which arc not trees. 

(h) Only 1 and 11 follow (b) Only 11 and 111 follow. 

(i ) Only I and III follow (d) t^nly IV follows 
(c) Any one ot the four follows. 

In each question below is ^wen a sinleineni folloiivd by three as¬ 
sumptions numbered I, Hand l.l. An assumption is something; supposed 
or taken for granted. You have to considei the statement and the assump¬ 
tions and then decide which of the assumptions is implicit in the state¬ 
ment. Then decide which o/ the answers is correct, 
fitatement: 

4^1. "I propose to bring honour to my country by fighting 
bravely till my last breath and thus follow the tradition set by my 
father and grand-father." (A soldier's statement) 

Assumptions: 

I. The soldier is going to the front, 
n. His father and grand-father were also soldiers. 


in. His father and grand-father are not alive. 

(<j) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit 

(c) Only 111 is implicit, (d) Only II and III are implicit 

(c) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Private coaching by college and school teachei s ^ he- 
coming rampant although it weighs hea\ ily on the pockets of 
students. 

Assumptions- 

I. Most of the Students find it difficult to p.i\' the amoi int 
charged by private tutors. 

II. These teachers are not so sincere in teaching in their 
institutions as they are in their private coaching 

classc's, 

III. Teachers arc becoming more and more mercenary. 
(a) Only 1 and II arc implicit, (b) Only III is implicit 

(c) Only 11 and 111 are implicit 

(d) Only I and Ill are implicit, (c) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

51. Unless the politicians reform tiiem'.elves and take the 
pledge of honesty and service to the nation religionsh', there is no 
future for the country. 

Assumptions: 

I. Most of the politicians.have decided to do so 

II. The prosperity of a nation dejiends upon the hon 
esty, sincerity and dedication of its leader. 

III. The majority of politicians have been mIIisIi and 
dishonest in the past. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Onlv II is implicit 

(c) Only II and III are implicit 

(d) Only I and III are implicit (c) .Ml aie implkit 
Statement: 

52. PrasarRharati .Act was delayed consioi r.ihiv due to lark 
of political will on part ot the government 

Assumptions: 

I. The goverrunent did not want tii lose l oiitrol over 
the two most powerful media 

II. The government felt that India wasn't vet reads tor 
autonomy as far as broadcast and telec ast were 
concerned. 

III. The gt'vernment took a long lime m settling down 

the terms and conditions juoposed under tiie Act. 
(fl) Only 1 IS implicit (b) Only 11 and 111 an* uiiplmt 
(r) Only 1 and 11 aic implicit. 

(d) Only II is implicit. (c) All are implicit. 

Statement. 

53. From archaeological exiavations at the Indus Valley sites, 
it appears that people in that era wore ornaments, donvesticated 
animals and cultivated land. 

Assumptions- 

I. Some ornaments and farming tools must have 
been found during the excavation. 

II. These civiliyations had a script of their ow'n. 

III. There were no wild animals in these areas 
(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit. 

MARCH '98 COMPETITION MASTER 727 

•"■.■-'.a 



(c) Only Ill is implicit. 

(rf) Any one of Iht' three is implicit. 

(c) None IS inipliiit 

“14. Kcindl.i, a comp.Utitivelv new port in Gujarat, was devel- 
<iped lor handling, the Irattii formerly passing through Karachi. 
Asmimplion'- 

I Kaiulla 1 '’ not very far tri>m Karachi. 

II India lost a major port when Karachi become the 
port of Pakistan 

III Kandia is the biggest port of our WLStern coast. 

(a) Onlv I IS implicit (i?) tlnly I and 11 are implicit. 

(r) Onls II and III arc implicit. 

(i/) t Inly 111 is implicit. (c) All are implicit. 

In nu ll qiicslion bi'low, a atatcmi'iit 'S' is fdllorjcd by reasons I and 
II Ajiphi tlw reasons to the statemeni and see which one leads lo the 
slalement Tick-mark i/oiir answers as follows: ^ 

(fi) Only R1 is the reason for S. 

{b) RIl alone is the reason for S. 

(r) Both RI and RIl are the reasons for S. 

(i/) Hither RI or RIl is the reason lor S. 

(c) Neither RI nor Rll is the reason for S. 

.S5. S. 1 he Railway Department is giving heavy compensa¬ 
tion to the family members of Mr X, a passenger on the train. 

RI. Mr X was injured during an accident. 

Rll. Ml X died in a train-crash caused by the negligence 
ol Railway staff. 

(n) □ (h) U (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

.%. S The army-men of most of the countries in the world 
wear a typical uniform that is made of olive green cloth with grey 
printed designs on it. 

RI. rhese colours are soothing to the eye. 

RIl. While fighting in jungles, the colours mingle and 
match with the flora around hence the 
soldiers cannot be spotted easily by the enemy, 
(ill J (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

37 S. All students going abroad art* required to take Tests of 
written as well as spoken English. 

RI. Everyone in the world knows English. 

Rll These le.sts an' not easy. 

Ill) J (/') □ (<■) □ (d) □ (r) LJ 

3,S b. Most of our farmers are not very well to do. 

RI. They aie not <iware of the new technology in farm¬ 
ing and old methods don't result in good yield. 

Rll. They do not have enough land of their own hence 
are exploded by rich land-O'vners 
un J (/>) J (f) □ (d) □ ( 1 -) □ 

3^1. S. All the artists are lovers of nature. 

RI 1 hi'v nev er meet anyone whom they can love with 
all the intensity so they fall in love with nature. 

RII Nature is full of variety. 

(a) J ib) 'J (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

In iwi /i question Mow is xiuv a stalcincnt followed by three courses of 
■iction niiinbered I II and ill A course if actm is a step or administrative 
decision to be taken for lollniiHip, improvement or further action in re^rd to 
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the problem, policy etc on the basis of the infarmation given in the statement. 
You haitc to assume eoerytiung stated in the statemeni to be true, then decide, 
which of the three suggested courses ofaciwn logically follow for pursuing. 
Statement: 

60. After the inclusion of some modern topics in the syllabus 
of science, results in the subject have gone down considerably. 
Courses of action: 

I. These topics should be deleted from the courses. 

H. Special workshops and seminars should be organized 
for teachers so as to make tliem familiar with the 
new and proper technique to teach these topics. 

III. The teachers should be asked to be somewhat lenient 
while checking the answer-books of the students. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows, (d) Either I or II follows. 

(c) Either I or III follows. 

Statement: 

61. Communal riots have broken out in one part of a city 
and might spread all over the city and neighbouring parts.. 
Courses of action. 

I. The authorities should get to the root of the cause of 
riots and punish the miscreants. 

II. The heads of both the communities should be called 
by the authorities and asked to intervene and stop 
their people from acts of violence. 

III. Proper security arrangements should be made. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Only 1 and III follow. 

(d) Any one of the three follows, 

(c) All the three follow. 

Statemeni: 

62. Most of the products of a company have been returned 
by their whole-salers, as the pieces were defective. 

Courses of action: 

I. The company should replace tliese defective pieces 
with fresh properly checked pieces. 

II. The company should try to find out what went wrong 
with its product. 

III. The company should not take these pieces back as it 
was tlie responsibility of the whole-sale dealers to 
check and then take a f.'iece. 

la) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and HI follow. 

(c) Only in follows. (d) Either I or III follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement- 

63. A hard-core criminal, who has run away from the prison 
several times, is being brought from a remote area by the police. 
Courses of action: 

I. Special tight security arrangements should be made 
for him. 

U. Anticipatory bail should be strictly denied to him. 
III. He should be sentenced life imprisonment. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only I and H follow, (d) Only IH follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 











Statement. 

64. All the nursing staff is going on strike according to a 
notice served by them. 

Cour'ses of action: 

I. As these are emergency st'rcdccs, a notification should 
be issued to them under the Act that prohibits strike, 

II. Tito government should relent and come to some 
understanding. 

III. Services of volunteers should be sought so tltat patients 
iji hospitals are not put to any inconvenience. 

(a) Either I or II follows. (/i) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 1 and 111 follow, (d) Only I follows. 

(c) All the three follow. 

Statement- 

65. 1 oral population of a country has raised much hue and 
cry against migrants whose inflow has resulted in more shortage 
ot food, less employment and poverty. 

Cai/rscs of action 

I The government should talk to the other country 
and the bilateral discussions should result in some 
sort of solution. 

It The relugees should be forced to go back. 

111. f avourable conditions should not be made available 
to the refugees. 

fill dnh' 1 follows. (f>) Only 11 follows. 

fct (inlv III follows, (d) Any one of thi- three follows. 

to None follows. 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

I (M .Ml tiu'others are harbours 

2. (cl This is the only edible crop among the commercial 

('lies 

1 (cl Alltheotheisari'lribesollndia.M.ionsaiv(romAustralia, 
-1. (/') ,\l! the others ari'sc'lid forms. 

1 T (a) It IS the only harmless bird among the birds of prey. 

1 t' fi/l All the others are islands. 

7 ill) All the others are synonyms tor ailment 
1 S. K1 All the others are bones in human body 
I '■I (c) Ihey have the super-mostauthority and his domain rela¬ 
tionship. 

10. (a) Both mean the same 

11. (c) They have the specific and general category relationship 

12. (a) I he words are antom ms 

1.2. (c) Both are different members of the same category. 

I'l (h) They have the cause and effect relationship. 

1.2. (b) Just as all money transactions are earned out througli 
currency; law and order is implemented through 'acts'. 

16. (d) One is an essential part of the other. 

17. (c) They are three items of the s.ime category, monkey/metal. 
IS. (d) One is a general category, two its different items. 

1*1. (0 One item is the base for the two others. 

2(1 (()) One item (hofcl/p.irk) has the other two in it 
21. (ii) One of the items (children/grapes) can have either of the 
two opposite qualities. 


22 (c) On? is inside the other. 


2.1 (d) 
24. (/>) 




26. (d) He had 7 ten-rupee, 6 five-rupee and 5 two-rupee notes. 
27-3v2. For ansuvring them’ questions, sort out common letters/uwds 

and match them with common codes, eg. questions 30th 
and 31st hair onlv one common letter 'N' and the common 
code is 'll', hence 'h' is the code for 'N'. 

27. (Ij) 28 (c) 29 (c) 30. (b) 31. (u) 

32. yc) 33. (a) .34. (c) 35. (c) 36. (c) 

37. (c) .38. (a) 39. (i;) 40 (d) 

The best way to solve the ne\t type of questions is by drawing 
diagrams of all Ihe probable siluations and then reaching Ihe fool-proof 
conclusion. Here arc a few examples. Li each item be represented by a 
circle, irrespectizv of its size 
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49. (d) 50. (f) 51. let 52. (e) 53 (a) 54 (b) 

55. (b) 56. (bj 57. (e) 58. (d) 59, (e) 60. (6) 

61. (e) 62. (a) 63. (c) 64. (c) 65, (a) 






MARCH'se COMPETITION MASTER 72g 




















4 * 


ELECTIONS 

Highest growth of voters in the 
State 


A ssam, ^is <\ Sl.ik', h.is n-torded the 
mitviimmi );ri)wth ot voters since the 
last elei'tion and almost doubled its 
electoiate since the l‘>83 elections. As per 
the latest electoral rolls made avaikblc by 
the election ollite in Guwahati, the State 
has an ele< (orate ot 1,42,72,244, with an 
increase ot 13.30 per cent in just one and 
halt vears The increase of the electorate 
by about 17 lakh in |usl 18 months is 
indeed surprisin}^. The AASU general 
secretary claimed that this "abnormal 
growth' proved the unabated influx of 
migrants from Bangladesh. However, the 
secretary general of the United Minority 
Front (UMF) said that the increase took 
place only after the inclusion of those 
genuiiv* \oters whoso names had been 
arbitrarily dropped during the last 
elector.'l rolls re\ision. He said that they 
had I'i'en pointing out earlier also that 
about eight to ID lakh genuine voters were 
excluded in the last electoral rolls revision. 
riiH time tile guidelines were reasonable 
and hetause of that the voters were 
included 

Bi-sid'.s .Assam, the other two States 
showing hif'l. g.iowth ol electorate in the 
cuneut electoral rolls are lammii and 
Kashiiiii (12.(il per 'Tnt) and Mizoram 
(11 1)8 pe: icotl Intereslingly, all three 
States share international boundary where 
cross bordei illegal inlillration is rampant. 

-As a Union lerntorv, Chandigarh 
(oppr'tl iheiisi in terms of percentage with 
In 7'’. per cent increase. 


EC ban on publication, 
broadcast of opinion polls 

T HF Flection Commission, on January 
21, l‘)4X announced a ban on 
publication and broadcast ol opinion polls 
from 1 ebruarv b' to 28, F)98 and also put 
simil.iv restrictions on exit polls from 
Februan- Ih, for a 13 day period. This 
followed demand.s by a number of political 
parties which hai.l favoured restrictions on 
such pvills during the election process so 
that nobody suffered adversely or gain 


Recent Economic News 


RBI imasures to save rupee 

As a major surprise to the linanciai markets, on January 16, 1998, the Reserve 
Bank of India announced an extensive padtage of measures aimed at saving the rupee, 
by removing excess liquidity from the system, pushing up interest rates and making non- 
essential import finance costlier. 

The Central Bank hiked the Bank rate by 200 basis points to 11 per cent, and the 
Cash Resenre Ratio (CRR) requirement ol banks by 50 bps to 10.5 per cent. This is 
expected to suck out Rs 2500 crore from the system. The bank also slashed export and 
general refinance limits, raised import surcharge to 30 per cent and lifted the repos rate 
to 9 per cent, from 7 per cent. 

The immediate result was rebounding of the rupee from 40.30/40 levels to 39.90 
in off-market deals. 

It has been pointed out that the measures brought by the RBI have far deeper 
implications than what is apparent. They are an indication of the fact that a serious 
foreign exchange crisis may be troubling the country to a large extent and also that the 
government is seriously trying to avert the situation. 

The latest measures are aimed at discouraging speculation in currency which has 
been leading to unabated depreciation in the value of rupee. Besides discouraging this, 
the fact is that the government is desperate for dollars since the inflows on the capital 
account have slowed down. 

Capital account inflows have been down largely due to sluggish foreign direct 
investments, dwindling interest among foreign institutional investors in the face of the 
South East Asian crisis and virtually non-existent External Commercial Borrowing (ECB) 
programmes on the part of the Indian industry. Moreover, the trade account deficit lias 
been widening because of poor export offtake leading to further pressure on the capital 
account. 

The hike in interest rates will also enable the government to hike interest rates of 
its securities in which the foreigners have been allowed to invest. The foreign investors 
will come in only if the yields improve which is possible only if coupon rates are enhanced. 

The RBI’s policy earlier had been to jrtcourage the rupee to slide against the dollar 
so that the rupee reaches its real effective exchange rate to match the depreciation of 
South East Asian currencies. However, the policy boomeranged for two major reasons. 
First, political uncertainties discouraged foreign investors from bringing in fresh <unds. 
The uncertainties on the polilical front almost coincided with the Fils normal booking pi 
profits in the stock market. In mid-August last year, soon after the South East Asian 
countries were hit by the currency meltdown, the rupee slid down. It bounced back aftei 
the Lok Sabha elections were announced. Again two adverse factors triggered a fresh 
slide. First, news about Indian export growth turning negative in November last year. 
Second, the outbreak of another currency meltdown in South East Asia. 

The RBI first allowed the rupee to fall while just intervening to check sharp falls. The 
bank then changed its strategy when it had to sell about $ 800 million on a single day 
on November 19,1997. A series of measures were taken to curb corporate and interbank 
speculation. Although the volatility in the forex market came down, the rupee continued 
its downward march. So much so that with the rupee crossing 40 to a dollar, it was lower 
than its real effective exchange rate. The market had, however, been gripped by panic 
which prompted importers to buy dollars in the forward market. 

Some have pointed out that heightened dollar demand from corporates is an 
indication of the industrial revival. Given this, the RBI's measures would only delay the 
industrial revival further. The tightening of liquidity and the higher cost ot borrowing will 
discourage investments, thus slowing down industrial revival further. However, the 
monetary authorities could not have taken chances. With just about $ 24 billion in 
reserves, the RBI could no longer intenwne in the forex market to protect the market 
when the market expectations are for further weakening of the currency. 

Contd on next page 
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undue advantage. The Election 
Commissioner said that these polls could 
be made public after 5,30 pm on February 
28 when the third phase of polling came 
to an end These guidelines would cover 
State-owned Doordarsban and All India 
Radio and other satellite, terrestrial and 
cable channels. 

However, media organisations and 
agencies have been permitted to conduct 
opinion surveys and also publish their 
outcome before the specified period. The 
commission also declared that those 
conducting opinion or exit polls, while 
publicising them, must indicate the sample 
size of the electorate and geographical 
spread of survey They must also give the 
details of methodology followed, likely 
percentage of errors, the professional 
background and experience of the 
organisation and also, the key 
professionals involved in the conduct and 
analysis of the poll. 

The Election Commissioner also said 
that restrictions on conduct of opinion and 
exit polls also existed in many other 
democracies like Canada, France, Italy, 
Poland, lurkey, Argentina, Brazil and 
Colombia. 

While the Commission has 
acknowledged the freedom of the Press in 
a democratic society and the right ot the 
print and electronic media to gather 
information on issues of public 
impoitance, it also says that the voter 
needs al least 48 undisturbed hours before 
the completion of the poll. During this 
time, it IS important that he should not be 
disturbed in the process of weighing tiie 
merits and demerits of political parties 
or contesting candidates in the electoral 
tray. 

Though these declarations reflected 
the Commission's intentions of improving 
the electoral process, some legal experts 
have pointed out these guidelines are open 
to judicial intervention. A legal challenge 
to these guidelines, however, will not be 
treated as interference in the elecMon 
process. One of the legal experts said that 
such guidelines are not legally correct and 
the commission cannot infringe on the 
fundamental right to free speech and 
expression. He also pointed out that total 
ban on dissemination of information is not 


justified. 


Counting of votes to begin on 
March 2 

T HF. Election Commission decided on 
January 20 to bring forward the dale 
of counting of votes by six days to 
March 2, 1998. By the earlier schedule, 
counting was supposed to begin only 
on March 8. 

There were certain other changes also 
made in the election schedule. Polling in 
the largely-Christian States of Nagaland 
and Mizoram have been postponed by a 
day. It will now be held on February 23, 
instead of February 22. 

However, the rest of the schedule 
remains unchangi’d. This means that llie 
three con-stituencies of Udhampur, 
Baramulla and Anantnag, in Jammu and 
Kashmir, will go to the polls after the results 
fmm the rest of the country arc known. In 
these constituencies polling will take place 
on March 7 

The decision to bring forward the 
counting to March 2 was taken after 
considering various factors, including the 
tact that people, by and large, would want 
the new government to start functioning 
as soon as possible. 


CURRENT AFFAIRS 


RAJIV ASSASSINATION CASE 
26 sentenced to death 

A ll the 26 accused in the Rajiv tlandhi 
case were sentenced to death by the 
designated TADA court on lanuarv 28, 
1998. The outlaweil Liberation ligers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was held responsible 
for tlie assassination of the former Prime 
Minister. 

Of the 26 convicted, 13 are from 
Tamil Nadu. They include 33 year old 
Nalini, a former office secretary, her Sri 
Lankan husband, Murugan, her mother 
Padma and brother Bhagyanalhan, 
Nalini was found guilty of 
participating in the conspiracy and the 
murder of Rajiv Ciandhi and 15 others 
in a suicide bomb attack by an LTFE 
hit squad. LTTF Chief Vehipillai 
Perabhakaran and two others, ITTE 
intelligence Chiel Pottu Amman and 
its women's wing leader Akhila who 
were wanted in the case, were declared 
proclaimed, offenders. Extradition 
proceedings initiated agains! them in 
1995 are still pending 

Rajiv CandhI was killed on May 21, 
1991 m a blast set off by a woman member 
of the LTTE suicide squad Dhanu al 
Sriperumbudur where he had come to 


Recent Economic News Continued 


In such a situation fundamentals do not work. It is true that India's current account 
deficit is manageable, the rupee is only partially convertible, and the share of corporate 
debt in the total external debt is still low. But these are plus points over the medium- 
term. In the short-term, the minus points are that the foreign investors seem to have 
decided to wait till February-March elections to bring in fresh funds. Political parties 
have not helped either in checking the rupee’s slide by making bold statements about 
how to manage the exchange rate. The BJP's talk about the lock-in period of six 
months for foreign institutional investors, did little to restore confidence among 
investors. Though the party denied it later, some damage may have been already 
done. 

The policy prescriptions of the RBI are, however, expected to induce severe 
inflation though the impact of this may be largely restricted to consumer items. 
Consumer products are expected to contend wHh sharp escalation in inllation. The 
commodity markets are also expected to turn extremely volatile. Economists also 
feel that a situation of stag'ialion may be created, leading to large-scale 
unemployment as many business units may have to shut down because of the low 
demand scenario. 

The banking sector may have to suffer the adverse impact of the shrunken volumes 
and alarming drop in credit offtake. 
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address an election meeting. As many as 
15 others, including nine police personnel 
were killed in tlie blast. 


INDIA-FRANCE 
Visit of President Chirac 

F ranc H, on lanuary 25,1998, became 
the first major Western country to 
recognise India formally as a "global 
player" having interests beyond South 
Asia and pledged support to New' Delhi's 
legitimate interests in a new world order. 
Kxpressing these views at the end of his 
three-day visit to India, the iTcnch 
President Mr Jacques Chirac said that 
France wanted India to make a positive 
contribution in bringing the G-15 nations 
to closely interact with the G-8 on 
important economic issues. 

President Chirac who was the Chief 
guest at the Republic Day parade, arrived 
in Mumbai on January 24 to address an 
Indo-Frcnch economic seminar organised 
by the ClI. While addressing the seminar 
on "New Economic Reforms for the New 
Millennium", he said that Europe realised 
the importance of the Asian region as an 
emerging trading power. The French 
President, who was accompanied by a 
business delegation, welcomed Indian 
industrialists to be France's business 
partners so as to tap the potential market 
emerging in Europe after the 
formalisation ol European Union. Several 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) 
were signed during the seminar. 

I’rime Minister I K. Gujral and 
President Chirac also witnessed the 
signing of "i agreements i>n mutual 
legal assistance in criminal matters and 
on mutual legal assistance in legal and 
civil matters. The agreement on mutual 
legal i.ssistance will enable the two 
countries to combat crime and facilitate 
the bringing of fugitive offenders to 
justici*. The other agreement provides a 
judicial framework for the transmission 
and securing of documents, obtaining of 
evidence and recognition and 
enforcement of the substantial 
commercial and economic links between 
the two countries. 

During the visit, Mr Chirac also 


announced the setting up of a strategic 
group to consider questions relating to 
cooperation in the field of energy, 
especially nuclear energy. Another 
consultative committee would also be 
formed to look into defence cooperation, 
including the field of armaments purchase. 
Regarding defence matters, India 


conveyed to France its concerns over the 
proposed sale of fighter aircraft to 
Pakistan. 

President Chirac's visit to India set 
the ground work for future cooperation 
between the two countries. France is 
hoping to make up for its slow start in 
responding to the liberalisation of the 


Moody's review: The credit rating agency Moody's announced that it would review 
India’s sovereign nsk with possibility of a downgrade. India is currently rated at the lowest 
investment grade. Moody's had moved India into investment grade in 1994 as reforms 
had been picking up, but by 1997, it lost hope and said that it had a negative outlook for 
the country. The agency was concerned about the worsening of trade and current account 
deficit and infrastructure bottlenecks. It will review India's credit rating in three months. 
The news was not received favourably by India, as it would affect the investment coming 
into the country. 

Peregrine collapse: Peregrine Investments Holdings of Hong Kong filed for 
bankruptcy and sought liquidation. It was one of the biggest crashes in the financial 
market since the Barings collapse in 1995. The bank had invested heavily in Indonesia 
but as the rupiah crashed, it found its investments were not worth much A rescue 
i package by Zurich Centre Investments was withdrawn at the last moment, leaving no 
option for Peregrine but to file for bankruptcy. 

Fare wars: British Airways triggered an air-fare war by announcing a 40% reduction 
in fares on tickets issued in India. The return ticket to London was priced at Rs 26,000. 
Other airlines, including the loss-making Air India, had to follow suit. Such reductions 
have been offered in the past too. Fearful of the impact on the national airline, the 
government asked the Director General of Civil Aviation (OGCA) to ask the airlines to 
stop discounting their fares. 

HPB to be dismantled: Union Industry Minister Murasoli Maran announced that 
the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) would be dismantled in a phased manner 
by increasing the number of items under the automatic approval list. The Reserve Bank 
of India took a first step in this direction by allowing Indian companies to accept Foreign 
Direct investment (FDI) under the automatic approval route without its prior clearance. 
However, no time-table has been set for the disbanding and the final decision would have 
to be taken after the elections by the new government. 

Telco’s new car: The automobile industry witnessed a flutter when Telco unveiled 
its new car at the Auto Expo in New Delhi. The 1400 cc, five-door hatchback has been 
priced at Rs 2.5 lakh and is expected to give competition to the Maruti 800. The car. which 
would be available later during the year, will have both petrol and diesel versions. Also 
revealed at the expo were cars ol other manufacturers. Daewoo introduced its small car, 
d'Arts and Hyundai showed its Santro. Daewoo had earlier reduced the price of its Cielo, 
making it the cheaper than the Esteem. 

I Can: Nike, the US shoe and accessories manufacturer, is replacing its famous 
slogan "Just do if with ‘I Can". The new slogan has already been introduced in the US. 
‘Just do if has been used by the company since 1986 and suited the image it wanted 
to project but decided to change the slogan to suit its new image. 

Fighting piracy: The Indian music industry has taken the services of former police 
chief Julio Rebeiro in an effort to fight music piracy. The industry loses about Rs 300 crore 
due to piracy, since 40% of the cassettes sold in the market are pirated. The industry also 
plans to introduce holograms on the original cassettes and will launch an awareness 
campaign to educate the consumer. 
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Indian economy in IWl. Whether trade 
and investments between the two 
countries will finally take off to 
respectable limits is yet to be seen. A lot 
would depend on the investment climate 
in India and on the kind of follow-up 
action between business leaders of the 
two countries. This will, in turn, depend 
on the economic programme ol the ne.vt 
government in India. In case the new 
government is committed to accelerating 
the pace of reforms. Trench businessnu’n, 
who have already invested heavily in 
China and are hampered by financial 
crisis in hast Asia, may turn to India. Ihe 
President remaiivoil non-committal on the 
queslicMi of India's membership of an 
expanded Security Council. 

In Trance, there is political consensus 
on improving ties with India. Both the 
right wing Presidency and the socialist 
government ol I.ionel jospin agree that 
relations with India have to change for 
the better Bilateral ties had suffered when 
Traiue was trying to sell its Mirage 2t)()0 
range of planes to Pakistan India had 
protested, saying that the planes would 
be used against it. At that time, a joint 
economic council meeting had been 
setapped by New Delhi. Although the 
deal didn't really go through because of 
Pakistan's cash crunch. Trance had made 
it deal that as a sovereign nation it had 
the right to sell its planes to w'hichever 
country was willing to pay. It also saic^ 
that India could have the Mirage 201X1 it 
it was willing to pay the price 

President Chirac's visit, at a time 
when both Kussia's Boris Yeltsin and US 
President Bill Clinton decided to 
postpone their scheduled tours, was 
appieciatcd in India. 

INDIA-iTALY 

Visit of Prime Minister Prodi 

O N a three-day visit to India, the 
Italian Premier Romano I’rodi 
praised India's economic policies saying 
that the policies were very well-settled 
and coherent to attract foreign investment 
in the country. Referring to frequent 
elec, ions in India, Prodi said that this 
w’ould not affect fereign investment. 


During Mr Prodi's visit a seminar was 
also organised to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of establishment of diplomatic 
relations between India and Italy. It also 
aims to promote Indo-Italian dialogue on 
topics of common interest in politics, 
economy, culture and science. 

On expansion of the UN Security 
Council, the Italian Prime Minister said 
the council must be represented by all 
and not by very tew powerful countries. 

INDIA-GREECE 

Visit of President Stephanopouios 

T Hli President of Hellenic Republic of 
Creece, Mr Constantinos 
Stephanopouios, on a visit to India in mid- 
January, said that the level of economic 
cooperation between India and Creece 
should be stepped up through mutual 
visits, exchange of information on business 
possibilities and participation in trade fairs. 
At a meeting of the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CIl) on January 14,1998, he said 
that there is opportunity for cooperation 
in telecommunication, foodstuffs, 
machinery, construction materials and 
pharmaceuticals. 

Mr Stephanopouios was heading a 
90-member delegation. He said that the 
economy is gearing up lor convergence 
with other members of the European 
Union. Inflation and fiscal deficit in 
Creece have been brought down and the 
j Dlympii Carnes in 2004 in Athens 
I would provide further opportunities for 
investment and business. 

Referring to the agreement between 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and the 
Athens Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, as well as the memorandum of 
cooperation between the CIl and 
Federation of Creek Industries, he said 
this was an encouraging sign. 

SAARC 

South Asian Investment treaty 
proposed 

A t a business summit organised in 
Dhaka in mid-January, Prime Minister 


Inder Kumar Cujral proposed a South 
Asian Investment treaty, a regional 
electricity grid and an arrangement lor 
avoidance of double taxation and settling 
commercial disputes to promote Inlra- 
SAARC investment. 

More important is the plan that 
India announced to boost South .Asian 
economic cooperation, doubling 
investment ceiling by its entrepreneurs 
in SAARC nations. He also offered to 
lift quantitative restrictions on agreed 
importables from Bangladesh and other 
least developed countries ot the region. 
Mr Cujral offered to increase the 
number of goods trains to Pakistan from 
15 to 30 and also to inciease to six times 
a w'eek the frequency of Saviihauta 
f.'rpri’ss tram, which now runs between 
India and Pakistan only twice a week. 
He said this reflects the country's 
commitment'to foster greater people- 
lo-peoplc contact between the two 
countries. 

Regarding the proposal to tap 
electricity and natural glass reserves in 
the countries ol the region, Mr Cujral 
offered India's assistance, both trom 
government and private sectors. 

The Prime Minister was of the 
opinion that a regional investment 
treaty and accord lor avoidaiue ol 
double taxation and settlement ol 
commercial dis|'ii;e.s would greatly 
onhaiue iinestors' ci'iitidciuc. It 
would also facilihile greater How ol 
foreign in\ estment in an impoverish -d 
South Asia. 

Mr Cujral's oiler to remove 
quantitative reslrictions on agreed 
*ems of interest lor Bangladesh and 
other least developed countries of the 
region would not only provide goods 
from Dhaka and other SAARC 
countries greater access to Indian 
markets, but also give the required 
fillip to South Asian Preterentinl 
Trading Agreement (SAPTA) 

ENVIRONMENT 

Vehicular traffic trebles in India 

A report in the "Compendium of 
Environmental Statistics" published 
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by the statistics wing of the Ministry of 
Planning and Prograinnic Implementation 
has warned that the number of vehicles 
on Indian roads has almost trebled in the 
past 10 years, adding to the grow'ing 
menace of air pollution. 

I he tot.il number of registered motor 
vehicles m the country has increased from 
11 million in PiSn to more than 30 million 
in 19*13 About 35 per cent of this is 
concentrated m 23 metropolitan cities. The 
ri'port has pointed out that such steep rise 
in the v'ehiciilar traffic would only add to 
the already high levels of automobile 
exhausts in the environment. Pactors 
which add to air pollution by vehicular 
emissions are the types of engines used, 
the age of the vehicles, poor road 
conditions and congested traffic. The 
principal vehicular pollutants are carbon- 
monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, 
hydrocarbons, suspended and particulate 
mattery, e. varying amount of sulphur 
dioxide and lead compounds 

•Among the Stales, Maharashtra has the 
highest number ot vehicles, at more than 
36 lakh, followed by Gujarat (about 30.2 
lakh) and Uttar Pradesh (about 25.2 lakh). 

In the metros. Bangalore leads the 
chart with about eight lakh. Mumbai has 
more than 6.6 lakh vehicles and Calcutta 
about 5.6 lakh 

The effect ol automobile exhausts on 
human health can be seen in the report by 
correlating average levels of lead in the 
blood and the lead content in gasoline. 
Hvdmcarbons present in the exhaust, 
particularly in vehicles with poor 
combustion, cause respiratory problems. 
In urban areas with tall buildings, which 
act as cimrete canvons, and in street 
crossings, the pollutants from vehicles stay 
tor a much longer period. Pollution also 
causes photochemical smog. 

The permissible limit for lead is two 
micro gram per 100 millilitre of blood but 
an average metro citizen has a lead level 
between 3 and 82 micro gram per 100 
millilitre of blood. The Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural gas has already 
implemented the first phase of introducing 
petrol w'ith a lead content of 0.15 grams 
per litre in the P’ur metros Delhi, Calcutta, 
Mumbai and Chennai. 
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In two wheelers and three wheelers, 
which are powered by two-stroke engines, 
exhaust cnaissions are a principal source 
of pollution. Comparing leaded and 
unleaded petrol-driven vehicles, the 
report has also identified more than half 
of the Fiat and 118 NE imleaded models 
(with catalytic converters) exceeding the 
permissible limits. 


SCANDALS 

NGOs face embezzlement cases 

ON Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs), who had come forward to 
shoulder several scx ial responsibilities, arc 
now facing a credibility crisis with a number 
of cases of embez/.lement and scandals 
involving some of them becoming pubbe 
now Recently, the Dutch Government, 
which was funding a multi-crore water 
supply and sanitation project in Uttar 
Pradesh, terminated its contract with an 
NtiO because of financial mismanagement. 
Apparently, this particular NGO spent huge 
funds on setting up a new office and on 
foreign trips lor puiposes other than those 
relating to the pmjcct. 

In Bikaner, Rajasthan, another NGO 


uivolved in women's welfare reportedly 
pocketed around Rs 2 lakh by putting 
fictitious names on its rolls. In yet another 
case, the CBI found that out of seven NGOs 
receiving funds to help women in self- 
employment, four had not done anything 
and the rest existed only on paper 

The Council for the Advancement of 
People's Action and Rural Technology 
(CAPART) has blacklisted 400 NGOs while 
the Central Social and Welfare Board 
(CSWB) has a blacklist of 3[X)0 such NGOs. 

Blacklisting these NGOs means 
debarring them from funding when they 
default in fulfilling some requirements like 
the submission of audited accounts and 
details of programme implementation 
within a stipulated period of time. 

Some people have criticised NGOs 
saying that they have become a money- 
minting machine and being smart m public 
relations, they are more encouraged by the 
Press who gives them coverage. The Press 
has been accused of ignoring genuine 
NG(.ls who do good work as "good work 
IS no news to tlic Press". 

After such cases of embezzlement and 
scandals, people are beginning to lose faith 
in the NGOs 
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WORLD ECONOMY 
Peregrine files for liquidation 
following S.E. Asian meltdown 

O Nf‘ of Asia's Jtirgcst indcpendont 
investment banks. Peregrine 
Investments Holdings Ltd., filed for 
liquidation on January 12, 1998, after the 
collapse ot a lifeline deal diminished its 
hopes of surviving the region’s economic 
crisis The company was thrown into a 
financial crisis when Zurich Centre 
Investments Ltd. pulled out, on January 
9, of an important deal to provide fresh 
t Linds. 

I’eiegrine's Asian empire had been 
grappling with the economic crisis which 
had pounded regional currencies and 
stock markets. The bleak business outlook 
had toned the company to lav olf 275 ot 
its 2000 '•taff worldwide, in November 
PW7. 

In Indi.i, the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SL'BI) has s<ud that there is 
no lau.si- for toniein as tar as the Indian 
operations of Peregrine aie conceriu’d. Sebi 
has been in touch with the Hong Kong 
Securities and f'utures I'ommission (Sb'C) 
t hairman, who has told Sebi that tlierc ls 
no ci>ncern reganiing the rngulatLX.! entities. 

B.inkers to Peregrine India mformed 
the lirm that there ran be no further 
utilisation ol its banking credit limits 
Set ering ol cn dit lines is normal banking 
prat til e across the world. Credit lines to 
broking firms are ex'ended on the basis ot 
underIving customer transactions Ilc’i e, 
the credit obtained bv broking firms from 
banks is priirarilv very short term in 
nature. Unlike a manufacturing linn, 
where bank credit is used to fund working 
capital needs, in the case ot institutions 
like Peregrine, bank linanre is essentiallv 
marginal finance. 

WORLDTRADE 

WTO Telecom liberalisation pact 
comes into effect 

A World Trade Organisation pact to 
ipen up basic telecommunications 
like telephone and satellite services to 


competition among private and State-run 
companies around the globe, came into 
effect on February 5, 199H. The pact had 
been initiated in February 1997. It initially 
commits only 58 countries to open up their 
domestic telecom market. About 69 
countries had signed the part last year. 
The pact covers trade in sectors such as 
voice telephone, fax, telex, data 
transmission, private communication and 
mobile satellite systems 

Under the pact, business covering 
some 93 per cent of total domestic and 
international revenue of around $ 600 
billion, generated annually in the mdustrv, 
v;ill eventually be subject to WTO rules. 
Some countries have made commitments 
in reitain areas like private leased circuit 
services and none at all ui others, like data 
transmission. 

As on February 5, 58 countries, 
including 14 of the 15 EU States, had 
notified the WTO that they had ratified 
the deal. Some of those who are not 
implementing irnniedialely, like India, are 
considering launching cnm})laints in the 
WTO against powers that are opening up 
straiglu away, or are already substantiallv 
open, like the US. 

Since thi' pact was signed last year, 
Pakwtan and Switzerland have turther 
improved their offers while three new 
imintiies, Barbados, Cyprus and Surinam, 
have agreed to open their domestic 
telecommunications markeN, 

Many liifterenl services are involved 
and in each ot these signatories have 
pledged varying phase-m periods For 
example, about 40 per cent of the 
governments making offers on voice- 
telephone services, sub|ecl these 
commitments t" phasing m On voice 
telephony, 61 gcivernments have pledged 
to allow vi'mpetitive supply W'lth most 
permitting competition in at least one 
market segment, such as the market for 
long distance calls. About 60 
governments grant foreign aicess for 
cellular/mobile telephone markets and 
55 commit to iniect competition into 
leased circuit services. 

Telecommunications services could 
post revenues of $ 1.2 trillion by 2000 and 
equipment sales another $ 20 billion. 


■KBMlilEI 

according to the international 
Telwommunicatinnl’nion based inf ieneva. 


INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
International convention against 
terrorist bombings 

S RI LANKA, being subjected to the most 
horrendou.s terrorist bombings, became 
the first to sign tiie international 
convention tor the suppression ot terrorist 
bombing on January 12, 1998 ,Among the 
other countries which signed the 
convention at the UN I leaflquarten., on 
the first dav, were the USA, I'K, France, 

(iermany, Russian Federation and Canada. 
The convention had been idopted by the 
UN t.jeneral .Asseml>l\ by lonsensus on 
December 25. 1997 

The convention, which will remain 
open tor signatures till December 31,1999, 
would enter into force alter it is ratified 
by twenty-two member States The 24- 
article document specifies crimes w'hich 
arc extraditable under the tieaties which 
State parties sign among themsi'lves i'he 
signatories are expected to develop 
appropriate legal Irameworks lode.il witli 
the perpetrators ol such bombings and 
help in extiadiling tin ''iisjieii'. 

Ihe UN ad hoi lommitteeon lenorist 
bombings vmH now puiieed to prepare .a 
convention on Mijij'res, ion ol mu lear 
terrorism and supolemenl e.ii-.lmg 
international instriiineni' and toimulale 
legal inslrume.its to deal ivilh tne problem. 

The doeimieni deliin,- ,i ti rroiist 
bomber as ,i jieison w iio ii;’l..w milv .mil 
intenlionallv deliveis. plan ., dis.Iiaiges. 
or deloiiiites a bomb, evplosive, lethal or 
incendiary di vi- e at a plan' I't pui'liv. use, 
goveriimeiil facility, jmblic transpuitation 
system or an intrastruclure laulitv with 
the intent to lanse death or seii.uis bodily 
injury or destruction ot place resulting m 
major economic loss " 

Arab League adopts 
anti-terrorism accord 

T FIE Arab League, at its annual 
meeting on lanuarv o |99K, 
unanimously adopted an accord to 
strengthen cooperation to light feiTonsm 
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hy preventing cross border movement of 
mercenaries in Arab countries The 
participating Ministers also approved a 
dralt tor iiureasing cooperation among 
the Arab 1 eague Slates to fight terrorism 
which awaits approval of the meetings of 
Interior and Justice Ministers to be held 
on April 22, bWH 

1 he accord also aims at 
strengthening controls to prevent 
inliltration of these elements into Arab 
States and aims at strengthening controls 
to prevent infiltration of these elements 
into Arab States. 

The pact seeks to ease procedures for 
handing over of those accused of or tried 
for crimes related to terrorism and to 
prevent use of territories of Arab States 
by terrorists lor activities against 
neighbouring countries. It reflects the 
strong opinion worldwide against 
terrorism, especially opinions voiced by 
India from time to time against cross 
border terrorism. 

The accord was first mooted by 
Algeria and Kgypt and was under debate 
by the Arab 1 .eague for tour years. It asked 
countries not to allow their territory to he 
used for launching terrorist attacks against 
Arab States. This was in apparent reference 
to western countries where several 
opposition Arab political groups are based. 

The meeting of the Interior Ministers 
also decided to bolster cooperation with 
international police agencies like 
INTElTrOI, and set the signing ol the 
accord in April at C airo The recent 
increasing terrorist attacks in Egypt and 
Algeria were condemned at the meeting. 


HUMAN CLONING 

Clinton seeks law to prohibit 

cloning 

F ERTTLITT and endocrinology experts 
have criticised Chicago-based scientist 
Richard Seed's bid to experiment with 
human cloning, saying that the idea, 
though laudable, would not be as easy as 
replicating animals. 

One such critic. Dr James Crifo, New 
York University's reproductive 
endoctrinology department director, has 
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said that there are several other problems 
to be addressed before any such 
experiment could be undertaken 
According to him. Seed's promise of 
providing genetic duplicati’s to infertile 
parents held the possibility of extending 
life permanently. This was a more serious 
matter than was obvious 

Grifo has also said that there were 
better inlertility treatments available like 
invitro fertilisation and the K’SI tedmique. 
C'onmg, he said, was no better than any 
other treatment. He also refused to accept 
the view that cloning had anything to do 
with biological interaction. 

Lord Robert Winston, a pioneer in test 
tube baby technique's, has also said that 
Seed's decision to create designer babies, 
assembly line human duplicates, could 
create a high risk of aging DNA. Other 
scientists ha\'e also criticised Seed's efforts. 
They say that to clone the sheep 'Dolly' 
277 experiments had to be conducted 
before achieving success. Sheep and 
human cells could not divide in the same 
manner and even if this was possible, it 
would be achieved with great difficulty. 
Some have also pointed out that the first. 
principle of medicine was to save lives 
and do no harm and Seed's proposal 
contradicted this in every way. 

USA has condemned Seed's 
intentions of setting up an international 
chain of human cloning clinics as 
"irresponsible, unethical and 
unprolessional". Ninety per cent of 
Americans are opposed to human cloning. 
President Clinton has declared tliat tliere 
should be a law to prohibit cloning humans. 
Some legal experts believe tliat banning the 
practice of cloning humans would be un¬ 
constitutional on the ground that it 
interferes with reproductive freedom. 

Tensions with US again on the 
rise 

TRAQI leader Saddam Hussein said on 
Ijanuary 17,1998, that his country would 
suspend cooperation with UN weapons 
inspectors if UN sanctions against Iraq 
were not lifted. Declaring this at the 


seventh anniversary of the Gulf war, he 
said that he would follow 
recommendations made by Iraq's National 
Assembly unless the sweeping sanctions 
imposed on Iraq, after it invaded Kiiw.iit 
in 1990, are removed. 

Iraq's National Assembly 

recommended that Saddam suspend all 
cooperation with UN weapons inspectors 
if they don't finish their disarmament 
activities in Iraq within six months trom 
November 20, 1997 

The UN SecLiritv Goiincil h.ul onlered 
Iraq to destroy its nuclear, chemkal and 
biological weapons as a condition li’r 
ending the 1991 Gull War. UN ollicials 
have reported prog*ess m eliminating the 
first two, but suspect that Iraq is holding 
back significant intormation on biological 
weapons. The United Nations has said that 
it has videotapes which show Iraq had 
conducted experiments with chemical and 
biological .igents mi animals. .Apparently 
thc.se tapes had been found during a r.iid 
by the UN Inspectors in 199s a larm 
owned bv baddam Hussein's son in-law 
Opposition groups had also charge 1 
the Iraqi government with conducting 
experiments on prisoners but baghdad 
has repeatedly denied the diaige Iraqi 
officials had also said that the re.il eason 
behind the weapons inspection team 
wanting to conduct raids was that it 
wanted to give credence to the I'pposil.oii 
charges. The llnited Nations, meanwhile 
told its team of inspectors to pull out o( 
Iraq because of the Iraqi olticials who 
refused lo let it work 

Iraq has been trying lo restiiit the 
authority of the UN weapons inspectors 
while Russia, ITaiue and C hina are also 
seeking lo limit the mdependein e ot llie 
UN Special Commission, which conducts 
the inspections. Iraq has been g.imblie.g 
that whatever they do, the Ereiich, 
Russians and Chinese will never sanction 
force against it. These three—ail 
permanent Security Council members— 
have been pressing the chief ol the S|iecial 
Commission, Richard Butler, to meet some 
of Iraq's demands. Thesedemands include 
adding inspectors from countries other 
than the United States and Britain and 
replacing .American U2s carrying out 
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surveillance flights Russia had offered 
surveillance planes to replace the 
American U2s. 

tarlier, in November 1W, the Special 
Commission (under pressure from Russia) 
had agreed to renew efforts to hire other 
nationalities if qualified experts could be 
found. C^n lanuary 14, Ilullcr finally 
annoimced that he had hired three Chinese 
inspectors. There has been no mo\ e, so 
far, to remove any America.ns and Britons 
now on the team. Of the 28 inspectors in 
lraL|, 10 are Americans and five are Britons. 
Three come from ['ranee whili’ two arc 
from Austria. CMhers are Irom Bosnia, 
Switzerland, Tinland, India, Ireland, 
Sweden, Brazil and Cermanv 

Se\eral countries have said that to 
resist such pressures from individual 
I'ountries, the United States can take some 
steps. However, USA would not like to 
undermine its own claim that the 
inspection is an independent UN 
operation 

T he US.A, on its part, has declared tliat 
It rejected the Iraqi ultimatum of ending 
cooperation with the UN and said that alter 
one linal round ol diplomacy, followed by 
an ultimatum, it would "act". The US 
administration believes that military action 
IS the only wav to stop Iraq fitim building 
a bioloeacal and cheniK.il arsenal 


KENYA 

Moi elected President 

I N Kenya's thud multiparty elections 
since IndependcMce, I’resideni Daniel 
■Arap Moi was dei lared the winiic' In 
what ivas di'scribed as a chaotic elei tii'n, 
independent monitors upheld the ' ote, 
calling it disorganised but an accurate 
rellectii'ii of the will of Kenya's people 
The Hlectoral Commission said, on 
January 3, 1998, that Moi had seiurcd the 
requisite 23 per cent of the vote in live out 
of eight provinces, a plurality ol the total 
vole and a Parliamentary seat, giving Moi 
his fifth straight term. 

When unofficial results wen declared 
on January 4, Moi's lead appeared to be 
growing. With 201 constituencies, 
luiofficially announced, Moi had around 
2.4 million votes and his mam challenger. 


Mwai Kibaki had 1.9 million. 

The election was seen as a key step 
towards repairing Kenya's economy 
because the winners are required to take 
urgent action to resume talks with the 
International Monetary I'lind. The IMF's 
decision to halt aid m a row over graft in 
July IW.severely hurt investor confidence 
and damaged liKal markets 


negotiations. 

The 199.T and 1993 (Islo Accords 
between Israel and Palestinians were basixJ 
on the proposition that Israel would trade 
land to the Arabs for peace While the 
Accords Jeff it to Israel to decide the extent 
of the next pullback, Netanyahu has come 
under pressure (even from some Jewish 
groups) to make large territorial 
concessions 


MIDDLE-EAST 

USA presses for greater troop 
pullout 

U S President Bill Clinton has pressed 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for a significant and credible 
troop pullback from the West Bank to 
revive collapsed peace talks. Netanyahu, 
meanwhile, stressed Israel's security 
concerns. 

Netanyahu proposed a limited troop 
withdrawal, warning that any pullback 
must depend on security guarantees for 
Israel and also on a Palestinian fulfilment 
ol pledges which has been lacking so far. 

President Clinton had summoned 
Ya^sc'i' Arafat and Netanyahu to a meeting, 
alter more than a year of stalled efforts 
and discouraging setbacks. I lopes for talks 
between the two leaders had been 
i diminishing after Netanyahu's moderate 
Foreign VI inister David I .evv resigned two 
weeks ago, leaving the Prime Minister's 
iiiirrow’ coalition at the mercy of hardliners | 
who oppose territorial coiuessions. ! 
t onstrained by Rightists, Netanyahu bad [ 
I tlioughl ot pvojiosing wifhdiawmg irom ; 
I a maximum of 9 per eent ot the territory ! 
! This was ttU.short ol I’alestinian demands i 
and ultimately Clinton proposed a miuh 1 
larger withdrawal. 1 

The Palestinian.-^ have aciused 
Netanvc.hu of using his own political 
problems to evade Israel’s pledge lor thiw 
withdrawals hy mief 1998 So f.ir, none 
have been carried out. 

Assuring Israel of his support, Clinton 
had earlier said that both Israel and 
Palestine had to make comessions. He 
denied any attempt to give Nelanyalui the 
cold shoulder or even put the onus on 
Israel fora slowdown in Israeli-Palestmian 


INDONESIA 

Country on path of economic 
reform after massive meltdown 

I NDtlNFSlA showed its rominitmeni to 
much-awaited bank retorms with the 
biggest-ever mergiT in ine private’ se’clor, 
creating a bank with some 3 3 9 billiiMi in 
assi’ls. riie mergi’d entity, the first ot its 
kind in the sector, will he Indonesia's 
largest private sector bank and comprise 
Bank Iniernat'ional Indonesia (BlFi, Bank 
Dagang National (HDNI), Bank Tiara Asia 
and unlisted Bank Sahid Ca)..h Perkasa 
and Bank Dewa Riitji. The Bll said that 
the mi'rged hank would carry its name 
and hold some tiillion iiipiali ($ 3.9 
billion) in assets and live tnlliim rupiah 
111 equilv- 

The merger, whuli took place on 
lanuarv 17, |99,s, h,is so tar not show'll anv 
indications ot possible job losses Banking 
analysts have pointed out that the move 
was a rellection ol lb> slriuTural change in 
die I'.aiiking indiistrv lollowingapn'longed 
curn’iicv crisis in w 1 ik li Ihc rupiah has shed 
more Ilian 70 per leiil ol its value agacist 
llie dollar sinci’ last |ulv. I'Ik- mergei is 
expected to establish a more v oinpetiti'.’e 
hank with larger assi'l.s, a stnmger capital 
I'lse and improved liqiiiditv 

Indonesi.i's banking sector has some 
223 uistiliitions and nvrgers, aLquisilions 
and closures have not been taking place 
lor some time now. Last year, the couiilrv 
had liquidated l(i banks in the first 
lent.ilivr' attempt at reform I he move was, 
however, halted by the President's half- 
brother Such pressures liave shown how 
difficult it is to bring about reforms in the 
unwieldy banking sector. 

The most significant part of the new 
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.ipr<‘i'mt*nt bi'twoi-n Indoiu'sia tind the IMl' 
IS that it takes direct, tliminh loii)* overdue, 
aim at special privileges acquired through 
nepotism bv the Suharto family, mainly 
in the last 10 to 1” years of Suharto's 32 
years in power An example of this 
nepotism was the cloves monopoly 
belonging to Suharto's youngest son. 
Cloves ai'e important in Indonesia, not just 
for looking hut also for their use within 
the popular Kretek cigarettes. This 
monopoly has served no useful economic 
function, except to decrease the price paid 
to farmeis and to increase the price paid 
by retailers or manufacturers. 

Under this second letter of intent, 
Suharto's budget has been a-written. The 
old budget predicted four per cent growth 
in 1998-W with nine per cent inflation. 
The new budget is based upon zero 
growth with 20 per cent inflation with the 
rupiah estimated to average a rate of 5000 
to the LiS dollar. 

Twelve large infrastructure projects, 
several ol w'hich are being luidertaken by 
Suharto family firms, have been cancelled 
Other capitalists being favoured by 
Suharto will also be badly hit because the 
country has promi.sed to end all State 
monopolies on commodities, rvith the sole 
exception ol rice. Subsidies on many fuel 
and food items will also end, with the 
exception ot two items used by the poomr 
people—kerosene and '^ome diesel oils 

CUBA 

Pope urges for freedom of 
expression 

P CiPl'.John Paul II, on a In e-day historic 
visit to (‘'uba from January 22 to 2(i, 
1998, appealed to the country's 
Communist go\’ernnient to release dozens 
of political prisoners, and respect tor 
three—freedoms of e.xpression, initiative 
and as.soriatK)n. 

I luman rights groups say that Cuba 
holds at least .Silt) political prisoners. The 
Vatican officials have* asked for clemency 
on bchall ol several hundred Cuban 
prisoners, both political detainees and 
common criminals 

The Pope also spoke on freedom and 
human rights, rii said that the good of a 
738 MARCH '98 COMPETITION MASTER 


nation must be promoted and achieved 
by its citizens themselves through peaceful 
and gradual means. In this way, each 
person, enjoying frwdom of expression, 
being free to undertake initiatives and 
make proposals within civil society and 
enjoying appropriate freedom ot 
association, will be able to cooperate 
eflcTti' cly in the pursuit of the common 
good. 

These remarks hold special 
significance in a country like Cuba where 
the Communist government tightly 
controls major media, sharply limits 
business and other private initiatives and 
suppresses efforts to form opposition 
groups. 

The Pope has also urged Cuba to 
"open itself up to the world". He said that 
he hopi*d the world would also open itself 
to Cuba so that the Cuban people, who 
are working lo make progress and long 
for peace can look to the luture with hope. 

CHINA 

Doors to UN human rights 
officials opened 

T Hli Chinese Toreign Minister said on 
lamiarv 19, 1998, that the top United 
Nations Human Rights official was 
welcome to visit China at any lime. The 
C'hmese government has said that it would 
welcome the UN Human Rights High 
Commissioner Mary Robin.vm any time. 

.Ms Robinson had taken up the UN 
post in September 1997, after a si'ven year 
term as Irish President, during which she 
had beiome a vocal champion for the poor 
and marginalised. So far tfiere had been 
no word or any arrangements lor Robinson 
t) visit Beijing 

China had, in 1997, signed the United 
Nations inte.naiional covenant on 
econon,:c, .social and cultural rights but 
has still not signed a twin covenant 
governing civil and political rights. 

In another positive move, China al.so 
offered lo open political talks with Taiwan, 
without any pre-condihon.s Previously, 
China had made the talks conditional upon 
Taiwan accepting its "One China" principle 
which says that the only China is the 
Communist People's Republic and that 


Taiwan is part of the mainland. 

USA has welcomed C.’hina's decision 
to allow a visit by the top UN human 
rights official. 

CHINA-USA 

China opens a new window to 
ties 

C HINA has assured the United States 
that all transfers ot anti ship cruise 
missiles lo Iran have heen hailed along 
with the technology lo upgrade missiles 
already with Teheran. The US Deteiue 
Si'tretarv William Cohen said that these 
assuiances would go a long wa\ to 
building upon Ihi. very cooperative 
relationship that the twit countries were 
developing Cohen has also proposed 
talks hctvvcen otticials from nuclear loeket 
forces of both the countries lo minimise 
the risk ol aicidents or miscall ula lions 
involving these weapons. This would 
allm,' both sides lo toms on the issue ot 
nuclear salctv so as to rediue the risk 
posed hv luicle.ir weapons 

The Unitc’d Slates has been fearful lliat 
Iran is devclojung a nuclear weapons 
capahilily and that it mighl use C hinese- 
maefe anti-ship i riii.se missiles Ui disrupt 
oil commerce in the IVrsian I iiill, a cif ;duit 
tor muih ot the W'est's oil imports ( ohen 
pointed out that a disruption ol the How of 
oil trom the tiiilf would hurl China loi' 
However, Cohen has ruled out the 
withdr.iwal ol ovei one lakh US troops 
deployed in the Asia Paiific region 1-or 
halt a eentiirv, .America's milParv presence 
and engagement has been the basis for 
stability in bast Asia. Cohen pointed out 
that C hina had benelilted the most trom 
the stabilising etfect ot American mi'.tary 
engagement in Asia. 

The Defence Secretary has also 
defended the US-|apan security allumce 
and stressed that this W'as not targeted 
against a third country. He said that these 
guidelines are de.signed to expand 
stability for the benefit of all nations. 

During Cohen's visit lo China, the 
two countries also signed an 
unprecedented agreement designed to 
avoid mishaps at sea. The agri'emcnt was 
signed on January 19, 
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CURRENT GENERAl KNOWUOGE 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ISB: Inlfr-coiuu’ctcd Stock lixchange 
of Indiii l.td 

REIR: Rt’dl liffectivt' Inflation Rate 
OCM: Ocean Colour Monitor 
MSMR: Multi-frequency Sc.inning 
Mic ri wa V c Rad iomeler. 

AWARDS 

Ashok Chakra, 1998 

S litXlND Lieutenant Punit Uatta, who 
died fighting militants in Kashmir, was 
/iiis/lnimoiis/i/awarded IhcAshok Chakra, the 
highest gallantry award given in peace 
time. 

Gandhi Peace Prize, 1997 

G 1 RMAIM social siientist Gerhard 
I'ischer, who dedicated his life in re¬ 
habilitation lepers and polio patients, was 
awardi'il the t '.aiulhi peace prize tor 1997 
The highest award given by the govern¬ 
ment in any held, it carries a cash prize of 
Rs I crorc and a ntation. 

Jnanpith \ward, 1997 

U KDl' v\ riterAIi Sardar Jafri is the win¬ 
ner ol the jnanpith Award lor |997, 
for his contribuliop to the enrichment ot 
Indian literature 

National Awards 

Bharat Ratna, 1998: Classical vocal¬ 
ist M.S. Subbulakshmi has been chosen liir 
the highest civilian award, the hharn/ Rntnn. 

Padma Vibhushan: Jurist N«ni 
Palkhivala,fa'edom fighter 1 akshmi Sehgal, 
social worker Usha Mehta and hero of ANC 
struggle and assocuitc of Nelson Mancleh, 
Walter Sisulu. 

Padma Bhushan. Hindi litterateur 
Bhisliam Sahani, journalisl H.K. Dua, IN A 
hero Gurbnx Singh Dbillon, former Indian 
High Commissioner to the UK, L.M. 
Singhvi, social activist Satya Pal Dang, 
litterateur U.R. Anantha Murthy, cardiac 


I surgeon P. Venugopal, retired justice VM. 

I Tarkunde, are among the 18 persons 
I honoured. 

Padam Shri: Thespian Zohra Segal, 

I hockey star Pargat Singh, Deccan film star 
I Mammooty, former temnis star Ramesh 
I Krishnan, athlete Shiny Wilson, bureaucrat 
' Chewang Phunsog, Punjabi litterateur 
: Gurdial Singh and art historian B N. 

■ f loswami, are among the 32 awardees. 

i Rajiv Gandhi Wildlife Award 

A national award, the Rajiv Gandhi 
Wildlile Award, has been constituted 
: by the Ministry of Environment and PoresLs 
! to recognise the work of wildlife scientists 
; and ccmservationLsts. Two awards of Rs 1 lakli 
each would be* given, one for educational and 
; researchorganisatioasand the*other to tomst 
' and wildlife officers, scholars or scientists. 

BOOKS 

Nai Duniya Ko Salam, Pathar Ki 
Deewar 

T H LSr are some of the books written by 
Ali Sardar Jalri, the winner ol the 
Jananpith Award His other hooks are. In/iii 
I’likiirta Ihii, ik Khvab Aw, Khooii ki I akcer 

CYBERSPACE 

Technology to download images 
faster from Internet 

C OMPUTER chip giant liilrl has an¬ 
nounced a wav fc’.r Internet suiters to 
cli'wnload im,igc's twice* as fast over regu 
iar phone lines, without any special equip¬ 
ment or software, but it ’.vill add about $ 5 
to inontlily access lees. 

The technology, called "Quick Web", 
is installed ,)n the Servers that Internet 
services use to store and relay data. The 
combination of Intel hardware and spec iai 
i software rompri*sses all the graphic images 
that are pipL*d through the server, boosting 
access speed. E'or years, a major complaint 
about the Internet has lx*en the long down- 


! load times ri*quired for graphics and data- 
I hogging files. The quick Web system bcxisls 
j the speed of existing computer networks 

I without having to invest in iu*w infrastruc- 

i 


lure. 

j Job opportunities through the 
i Internet 

T he Internet has oju'oed up a whole new 
world for Indian job-'^eekers, pursuing 
I the dream to land a job in foreign coun- 
i tries. Out ot over 20,()1'0 web sites in the 
I net, then* are more than 5,300 employment 
I home pages on net comprising a wide 
j range of em|il»,yment opport uni tie's 

•Apart from the US, countries like 
' Singapore*, UAl and Australia are popular 
! job destinations among the ever-rising 
j number of net-surfers. 

' DAYS, YEARS 
■ 1998—UN Year of the Ocean 

T HI; United Nations has declared 1998 
as the internatioiial vearol the* ocean. 
It will hc'ld several conterences during 
Ihe year to press Icir tl;.' scm to be jiro- 
; tected. 

1998—Year of the Tiger 

T Hli World Wide l und for Nature 
(WWE) plans to make 1998 the yeai of 
Ihe tiger, to coincide with IheGhinc'se vear 
ot the tiger. Ihc* plan aims to tackle tigc'r 
con.seivation related problems and the ri.s- 
. ing incidence of poaching and illc*gal trade. 

■ It will also tackle threats detrimental to 
, tiger habitats in the major tiger range States 
' including India, Nepal, Bhutan, 
i Bangladesh and Thailand. 

The WWE's tiger status report high- 
' lights a 95 per cent decline in tiger num- 
; bers in the last 1(X) years. Dniv 5000-7.500 
j tigers arc’ left in the world Ehree sub-spe¬ 
cies, Bali, Caspian and javan, hav e bei oiiu* 
j extinct. India has hO per cent of Ihc* tiger 
j population and the VVWb has undertaken 
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<1 $1 “i million tiftoi vonst-rviilion pro)ocl in 
llu' coiinlry 

DEFENCE 

Indij'enoiis 4inti'Ship defence system 

A n iin.lij;i’n('aslv I'ujlt anti-ship missile 
Llelfiu e system, to track an incoming 
missile i|iii( kly, has boon developed by sci¬ 
entists ai Institute of Armament Technol- 
oRv, f’lini'. 

riu* new technology does not have the 
drawbacks ol the conventional system 
which makes detection ol sea skimming 
missiles dilficult because of sea water and 
its mist. 

Ihe new system can save valuable 
seconds witli more precision. The new 
technology is based on neuro-fu/zy com¬ 
puter logic which improves the prophetic 
qualities ot a computer by 'learning from 
experience'. 

DISCOVERY 

Stone age fos.sils found in Narmada 
basin 

H LIMAN fossil remains ol early stone 
ige, discovered by the Anthropo¬ 
logical Sur\ ev ol India (ASl), have been 
found during exjdoration along the 
bankot river Narmada at Hatlinora, 22 
km oil Hoshangabad in Madhva 
Pradesh. They shed new light on the 
evolution ol man (homo sapiens) m this 
region. Senior ASl anthropologists con¬ 
tend Ihe linding would help them reas¬ 
sess human evohitionarv relationship of 
the Narmada man in a global Ir.ime- 
vvork 

The lithii i ultural evidence ihiselled 
out troiii I lalhnor.i iiu hides hand axes, V 
shaped cleavers, bifacial choppers, awls, 
backed knives and scrapers made on red, 
purple and green c|uartgi/ite pebbles re¬ 
portedly used by the Narmada man. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Bio-dcgradable plastics developed 

F Ul lY bio-degradable plastics, devel¬ 
oped indigenously, oiler great advan¬ 
tages as they are not <in environmental 
hazard, as are conventional f>laslics. It has 
been developed indigenously by combin¬ 
ing starch and low density polyethylene 
(I.l)l’l-), and has been found to lake only 


two months under soil burial for complete 
degradation. 

1 he National Research Development 
Corporation (NRDC) is working on the 
project to commercially develop bio-dc¬ 
gradable plastic bags, which may be avail¬ 
able in the market by 1W8 end. 

Clranules made of 10 to 40 per cent ol 
starch, low density polyethylene and a 
'binding agent', which is imported, are 
used to make the 'bio-degradable' sheet, 
which could revolutionise the packaging 
sc enario. The starch coni|H)nent, being or¬ 
ganic, degrades in the -.oil. 

The invention is the brainchild of Dr 
S.K. Naiida of IIT, Kharagpur. 


FILMS 

29lh Film Festival of India 

W U lianming's ki/ix’ of Masks from 
the C hinese Administered Territory 
ol flong Kong won tlie (lolden Peacock 
lor Best Film by an Asian Director, in the 
29th Film Festival of India held at New 
Delhi. Santwana Bordoloi from Assam 
and the Purnanchal Films Cooperative 
Soceily, bagged Ihe Silver Peacock for the 
jurv Award for her first leature film, 
Adnii/a: while the bilver Peacock lor the 
Most Promising Film, went to Iranian 
director Farhad Mehhranlar's Paper 
Planes. 

PERSONS 

jafri, Ali Sardar 

U rdu wntei .ah Sardar lain was born 
on November 2^', P'13 in liallarpur 
Uiwn ot I 'ttar Pradesh He is the' winner ol 
the (nanpilh awaid, I9‘)7 1 le has been in- 
volv c'd in several social, |volilical and liter- 
arv rnovement.s Sardar Jafi I's lite has been 
that ol a creative and activist writei and he 
IS know n not only as an LYdu poet but as 
an eminent Indian writer. 

Nand , Gulzari Lal 

T WICI; interim Prime Minister and the 
architectof India's I'irst Five Year Plan, 
Ciil/ari I al Nanda, who died on January 
15, 1998 in Ahmedabad at the age of 99, 
w'as known tor his simplicity and auster¬ 
ity. He was the last of the Gandhian.s, 
whose bank balance never exceeded a few 
thousand rupees Born on July 4, 1898 in 


Sialkot, Nanda went to Allahabad Uni¬ 
versity. After completing his MA and 
1 .TB., he taught at a college in Mumbai for 
a year befoiv joining the non-cooperation 
'movement in 1921 After independence, he 
l-)ecamc the head of the first Planning Com- 
nussion. He was awarded the BlwrnI Ralna 
in 1997. 

Punchhi, M.M. 

M r justice M.M Punchhi has been 
ap-pointed Chiet justice ot India, 
succeeding Chief justice j.H. Vi'rma, who 
retired on January 18,1998. Born on (.V- 
tober It), 1933, he began as a practising 
lawyer in September, 1953 jnd became a 
public prosecutor ol the Punjab and 
Haryana administralion in 1974. He vvas 
appointed Additional judge ol the court 
in 1979 and three years later vvas made a 
permanent judge. Fie was elevated to the 
Supreme Court in 1989 

Subbulakshmi, M.S. 

R FNDWNF.D Carnatic vocalist M S 
Subbulakshmi, the recipient ol the 
Bliaial Ralna. ha^ become a legend lor 
her rendition ol bliaian-, and Carnatic 
classiial musu. Horn on Sejitember Ifi, 
191(1 to a Deeaila',/ taiuily, she look to 
( arnatii music, and bv 10 vvas avcom- 
pain ing her mother to concerls I he 82- 
vear old singer is adept at playing Ihi' 
Veena and has attained international 
recognition both in Indi.i and abroavl 
She h<is perlormed -it leading leslivals 
all over the w'oild and the United Na¬ 
tions in 19Wi, Shi' has earliei won the 
Magsaysav award as wi'll as the Pailnia 
Rliif^lmn and Pailina Viblin^,han. 

PROJECTS 

Konkan Railway opens for traffic 

N FARI.Y eight yi'ars after jvlans wem 
first chalked out, the Konkan Railway 
Corporation tlagged olt its first tram trom 
Sawantwodi near (lOa to Mangalore on 
January 26,1998 to coincide with Repub¬ 
lic Day. 

The 760-km stretch between Mumbai 
and Mangalore, which has 179 major 
bridges, 1,819 minor bridges, 92 tunnels 
km added length) and 88.77 million 
cubic metres of earthworks in cuttings 
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and embankments, will be used bv both 
passenger trains and freight. 

The 760 km Konknn line will reduce 
the distance between Delhi anil Mangalore 
by 785 km, between Mumbai and 
Mangalore by 914 km and between 
Ahmedabad and Mangalore by 1,295 km. 
The rail distance between Mumbai and 
Coa will be 190 km less than the road 
distance. 

TheKonkan Railway project has been 
completed in seven years at a cost of about 
Rs 3,500 crore. The project w.is imple¬ 
mented by KRC, a joint venture in wliich 
the Railways has 51 per cent stake and the 
remaining 4^) per cent is shared by the State 
governments of Ma|-.arashtra, Karnataka, 
(ioa and Kerala 

IRS data to study biodiversity 

A new Rs s crore joint project ot the 
De|\irtmenl of Space (DoS) and de¬ 
partment of biotechnology (Dlfl), plans 
to use data received from Indian remote 
sensing satellites IRS-IC and IRS-ID to 
iharaclerise regions with ricli plant and 
animal biodii ersity. 

Ihe Ihree vear (ircject will comprise 
twophases llu'lirst will use remote sens 
ing data to characterise the landscape while 
t.he seiond will londuct detailed ground 
studies on biodn eisitv 

1 hiee regions, the 1 limalavas, West¬ 
ern l dials, and the northeast, have been 
selected lot the study in the initial 
phase. 

RESEARCH 

An age-defying enzyme 

R r.bl’ARClIT.RS m the US sav they ina\ 
have found the cellular en7\ me that in 
laboratory experiments causes human v ells 
to ai'oid Ihe normal process of aging and 
cell death. 

The finding by iv.searcliersat the uni¬ 
versity of Tl'xas lonfirins that cells c.in be 
kept youUiful tar beyond their normal life 
•Span, by blocking a natural aging and dying 
process. 

By keeping the cells alive and di¬ 
viding, it may be possible to i ontrol age- 
related disorders ranging from skin 
wrinkling to some types ot cardiovascu- 
Idt disease. 


SPACE 

Getting minerals from space | 

I KON, gold and platinum worth billions ■ 
Ilf dollars lie deep beneath the crusts of 
asteroids in sjiace. Space technology i oiild ] 
soon ring in a gold rush in space, in which j 
futuristic spacecraft swarm out to the 400 ; 
asteroids to mine minerals and precious 
metals. Space tourism is another area wait¬ 
ing to be tapped 

,Mso, engineers who come up with a 
design for a privately hnanced spacecraft ' 
capable ot carrying passengers at least 100 ' 
km above the earth’s surtace, and return- : 
mg them safely, stand to win $ 10 million. ; 
Space tourism is expected to start in about 
10 yeais' time. Manv companies have 
joined the r.ice to be first ones to reap the ; 
beni'tits ot space tourism. 

Ocean Remote Sensing Planned 

I NDIA'S first ocean satellite, (Veansat-1, 

IS to be launched m 1998, as part ot the 
I elebiations ot the International Year of the 
(tcean. It woulil be the lust in the series of 
ocean satellites planned to be iaunched by 
India. 

The satellite will have two pay¬ 
loads .An ('icean Colour Monitor 
(iK Mland aMiilli-freiiuencyScanning 
Microwaxe Radiometer (MSMK). The 
(K .\1 would make oceanogiaphir ob¬ 
servations [or research on lisheries and 
the M's,MR would be used lot oieano- 
i:,ra|'hic related ilimate and weather 
piedietions. 

Ships like the Sjiya; Kaiiyi/ and .Siiy/U 
ot the Department of tVean De¬ 
velopment, and other n-search vehicles, 
will be used to collect samples liom the 
sea to correlate them \i ith the satellite gen¬ 
erated inforinalion 

1 he Oceansal-? is planned for launch 
around 2lK)l. It will :aiTV a eomplele set 
i.t oceanographic jiayloads like ocean 
colon' monitor, scafleromotcr, altimeter, 
thermal inlrared radiometer and passive 
ni'crovvave radiomi'ler 

High Energy Stellar Repulsion Force 

T WO Indian astrophysicists have sug 
gested that "a fifth force", the Stellar 
Kepuijion Force (SRe), governs the uni¬ 
verse and it could be utilised to prolong 


the life of orbiting satellites, providing a 
quantum jump to space programme tech¬ 
nologies. 

T he four forces known to govern the 
universe are gravitational, electromag¬ 
netic, a weak nuclear and .i strong nuclear 
force. 

According lo mathemalical calcula¬ 
tions, the astrophysicists have predicted 
that the intensity of repulsion force was 
1,86,T12 timc-s greater than gravitational 
intensity ol stars. 

UNITED NATIONS 

Finland first to clear UN dues 

F inland became the lirst among the 
185 United Nations members to pav its 
dues in tiill loi the current year. Finland's 
asse.ssed dues were ‘ji 5.0 million and it gave 
the amount to the world hodv on lamiary 
6, 1998. 

As ot now, member bt.ites owe UN 
more than 1 billion dullais, the ma¬ 
jor delauller'oeing the United States 
with arrears ol more than one billion 
dollars. 

11 the money i*- paid in lull bv de¬ 
faulting members, it nmild be more tlian 
sutticienl to run the world body lor two 
years Dl theamouni oived, roughiv 1,61)0 
million dollais are tor the legiilai budget 
and over l,^(Hi million dollars lor peace 
keeping oj'eratioiw 

MISCEII ANY 

ISF t(i connccl 14 e .changes 

T 1 IF Inter-coiiiii'i ted ''link Fxchangeof 
Indi.i l.fil tlsi ), being piomoted at a 
national lei'el by 14 legiomd slink o 
' haiiges ai ro-.s the country, i'- sclieduli d to 
-.lari ojH'iations m \l.i\, 1998. 

ISl' will intei-ionnect the 1-1 ex- 
U'aiiges so as lo enable a memliei ol 
one exchange to trade with a member 
of anollier exchange through coiumoii 
intrastriicliire being established under 

isi:. 

Bangalore, Bhubaneswar, Cochin, 
C oimhatore, Guwahali, Hydcrahad, laipur, 
Ludhiana, Madhya Pradesh (Indore), 
Magadh (Patna), Mang.ilon', Saurashtra 
Kulch (Raiknl), Uttar Pradesh (Kanpui) 
and Vadodara slock exchanges hax'e pro¬ 
moted ISE. 
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SP0R1S 

GAMFS ! 

National Winter Carnes 
TMfi National Wuitor Games was orj'anised 
in (iulmarg by the Winter (iames I'edera- 
tion of India and the J&K Olympic Asso¬ 
ciation, under the imibiclla of Indian Olym¬ 
pic Association The next winter (;ames will 
be held in Manali in 2000. 

CHESS 

FIDE World Chess Championship 
ANAT()I,Y Karpov delealed Vishwanalh 
Anand and retained his FIDF World ( hess 
Championship. He clinched the tie-break ■ 
after the [lesl of six series ended "1-3. 

Hoogovens Tournament 
VISHWANATH Anand claimed the first 
major event ol ]*-)98 at the 1 hxigox ens tour¬ 
nament held in tlie Netherlands Anand iln-vv 
against Alexi Shirov of Russia in the final ; 
niund to linish with S 5 points 1 fe shared the ' 
title witli Vladmur Kramnik ('f Russia 

CRICKET 

Warne takes 300 wickets 
LTG fpinner Shane Warne of Australia 
has become the 13th bov\ ler, and the sec¬ 
ond Australian after Uennis I.illee, li' 
lake 300 Te- i wickets, lie claimed the 
300th wicket, of Jaic]iie.s Kallis, in his 63rd 
lest, played against South Africa in 
Sydnev 1 le is the second youngest crick¬ 
eter to .-each 300 w ickets at 28 years, the ' 
youngest being Kapil Dev, who holds a i 
record 434 wickets. i 

I 

Australia-South Africa Test Scries 
SI 1A\ ti Warne struck against South Africa j 
to bag 6 lor 34, dismissing them for 113. ' 
and helping Australia win the second Test i 
match played at Sydney i 

Contrin ersv marked the drawn third \ 
Test between Austiaiia and South Africa, 
plaved in Adelaide, as skipper flansie 
Cronje h'lt that Mark Waugh should have 


been given out hit w'icket. Waugh scored a | 
match saving 115 to lorce the dramatic ' 
draw that helped Australia win the series | 
1-0. Set .361 to win, Australia were 227 for ] 
7. Waugh staged a recovery by staying at | 
the crease for 404 minules. 

Independence Cup 

INDIA won the Independence Cup at the 
Dhaka Stadium in Bangladesh. Chasing 
Pakistan's total of 314, India managed to I 
pull of a victory on the second last ball, 
winning by 3 wickets. 

Dfodhar Trophy 

NOf^l Zone piled up 286 for 5 and then 
howled out Fast Zone lor 242 to post a 44- 
run victory to lift the Deodhar Trophy 
played at Pana)i 

Sri l.anka-Zimbabwe Tests 
SKI Tanka beat Zimbabwe by 5 wickets in 
the second test played at Colombo, clinch¬ 
ing the senes 2-0. It was Sri Tanka's llfh 
Test win in 81 matches and the tourih over 
Zimbabwe in even meetings. 

FOOTBALL 
B.C. Roy Trophy 

B!1 T\R won the B.C. Roy Tmphy in their 
nuiden attempt in Hie national junior fcxiHiall 
championship held at Mandi, attei emerging 
victorious in sudden deatli iigainst Ass<im 

HOCKEY 
India-Cennany Tests 
GERMANY held India to a 1-1 draw in the 
third hiKkcv Tot played at Amritsar to 
clinch the four-Tesl series with a 2-0 lead. 
They had won the first two Tests played at 
Chennai and Bangalore. 

SQUASH 

National Squash Championship 
AKHITBiTiI from Munrbai became the new 
National Squash Champion after beating 


detending champion Arjun Singh of Delhi 
3-1 in the India Cements National Squash 
Championship held at Chennai. 

SNOOKER 

National Snooker Championship 
DIfVENDRA joshi ot Maharashtra heat 
Ashok Shandiliya of Railways 7-4 to claim 
the title’ in the National Snooker Champi¬ 
onship held at Calcutta. 

SWIMMING 

World Swimming Championship 
USA led the gold medal tally with 14 golds, 
including 4 won by Jeimv Thompson, their 
I best ui 20 years, in the World Swimming 
championshipsheld at I’erlli, Australia The 
hosts came second with 7gold medals. I’l'l- 
ish-lxirn Michael Klim equalled T hompson's 
j nvord ol 4 medals and both ’were honoured 
, asperlormersofthemeet China, which had 
topped III the iW4 niei’t in Rome, could gel 
onlv 3 medals Its swiiiuiier Yuan Yuan got 
<1 4-year ban when vials ot human growlli 

■ hormone was .sei/i'd trnin lier. Her coach 
, Zhou Zhewen was banned for 15 year . 

i TENNIS \ 

Australian Open, 1998 ' 

WORLD champion Martina Hingis beat 
' Conchita Marline/ to retain her Australian 
' Open title. She, thus, became the voiing- 
I esi player to successfully delend a (irand 
. Slam title. 

I Czecli veteran I’etr Koala beat Maavlo 
i Rios of Cliile 6-2,6-2,6-2, in straight sets, to 

■ win the men's singles title. This was itis 
' first Grand Slam tournament title 

I VOLLEYBALL 

I International Vblleyball Championship 
I INDIA won the Rashid International Vol- 
I leyball Championship played at Dubai, for 
j the third yeat in a row, when they beat 
I hosts United Arab Emirates in the final 11 - 
I 15, 14-16, 15-12, 15-6, 15-10. 
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The Examiners Guess Questiens 


Q. Whal is the name of the ] 
ambulance train of the Indian army j 
that went all over the lountry, i 
supplying free medicines and treaMng 
patients? 

Ans. Dhiniwnntri. It travelled for 
150 days, treating over 20,000 
patients. The train was named after 
the loiinder of the Ayurvedic system 
of medicine 

Q, What is the Salvation army? 

Ans. Ihe Salvation army is an 
international religious and charitable 
movement with a distinctive miiitary style 
in its structure and operation. It was 
founded in ISbS by William and Catherine 
Booth 

Q When was the IndianCustoms LXiy 
oliserved^ 

Ans. January 2(>, IWH. 

Q. Which famous personality is 
scheduled to viiit India in May 
to discuss draft of the ‘Harth 
Charlei ’? 

Ans. I’ormer I’resident ol the Soviet 
Linion and Chairman ol the CIreen Cross 
International (CCl) Mikhail (iorhachec 
He will inaugurate the first public 
hearing to discuss principles ot the 
'fiarth Charter' draft, which deals v^ith 
the sovereign rights and reciprocal 


responsibilities ot all States on ' 
environmental protection and 
sustainable development. 

Q. Who is known as father of the 
Jaipur fcKit? 

Ans. Dr I’.K. Sethi, who provides 
custom made artificial limbs for the 
I disabled. 

Q. Which movie is bilk'd as the most 
costly movie of all times? 

Ans. Titanic, directed by James 
Cameron. The movie has cost $ 200 millioi i 
to make. 

Q. W'ho was the chief gue.sl at the 
Kepubhe Day celebrations 1998? 

Ans The French President Jac]ues 
Cliirac 

Q. Name the new C apital ot 
Kazakhstan? 

Ans. Kazakhstan has moved its 
cMpital from Almaty to .^kmola 

Q. Name the Indian who has a large 
tollowing in the West because oi his New 
,'\ge philosophy’ 

Ans. Deefiak CIvipra 

Q. Which Ci’mniittee has been set 
up to }>roposc legislative and 
administrative' mc-asures tor prevenlioii 
ol riots? 

Ans 'Hie Nalicmal Commission 
lc>r Minorities has set up a coinmitlee 


with Justice V.M. Tarkiinde as its 
Chairman. 

Q. Where has the world’s highest 
j (.(inference hall been constructed’’ 

' Ans The Indian Army has 
. consfriicled a Conference hall at 1^00 
feet, possibly the highest in the world, at 
I Nallm la Pass on the Indo-China border 
' in Sikkun. ' 

Q. Name the countries which have 
been elected as non-permanent members 
of the UN Security Council? 

Ans. Bahrain, Brazil, Cabon, 
(iamhia and filovenia. They replaced 
South Korea, F-gypI, Cuinea Bissau, 

' Chile and Poland 

Q. Name the Intiian-born 
' entrt'f tri'iieur who was ii i the news because 
Bill (Kites bought mil his companv’ 

Ans Sabeei Bhafi.i’s Hotmail was 
bmight by Bill (kites for S 400 million 
Q. Name tlie .Anierii.in supermodel 
who was 111 India recenllv ■’ 

Ans. (.'indy Craw lord, to [nomotc 
■ Omega 'vatelies 

Q. Name the spacecralt sent in the 
moon to search lor I'v ideni e ol life' 

Ans I he I unar Prospector 
Q. Where iie the Winter (flynipiis 
hemg Ill'll! this v( ar? 

Ans .Nagano, Japan 


SSB INTERVIEWS 

WRITTEN COACHING FOR NDA/CDS/MBA 

ALL TYPES OF INTERVIEWS & GO’S 


Be A Commissioned Officer in Armed Forces. A Career Full of Challenges, Adventure & Quality of Life 


JOIN ALPS ACADEMY 


A Defence Oriented Institute with a record of over 8 Thousand Successes in two Decades. 


Director ; Lt. Col KD Segan (Retd.) Ex Senior GTO (Posted Twice on Panels of SSBs) 

Recipient of Chief of Army Staff s Commendation Card for Preparing NCC Candidates For Selection Boards. 


ALPS ACADEMY CB-1BS, Ring Road, Naratna (Naar Patrol Pump) New Delhi, Phonaa : 32S80S7, 3298941 


MARCH'98 COMPETITION MASTER 743 








Appaimiiienis Etc 


Ari’oiNri.i), Ei.ECTi.n Etc. 

Miifiicl Alltel Rodri^iw?.- He htis been 
elerh'd f’ri-'>ident of Costa Kica. 

Mihriiii Doilik. He has been elected 
Prime Mmister of the Bosnian Serb Repub¬ 
lic. 


Distincuishu) Visitors 
Alcksiiiiilrr Kuvinsirwski: President ol 
Poland. 

Consliintinos Stepliunoimlas: Pa'sident 
of (ircece. 

Admiral Yamamoto. |apane.se Chief of 


/.imisc / rcciwllv. She has been ap 
pointed UN Deputy Secretary Cieneral. She 
was earlier Canada's Deputy Defence Min¬ 
ister. 

Aruii Vrobod Miiklicrjiv: He has been 
ajipomted (iovernor ot Mizoram. 

D.R. Karfliikn/air He has been ap¬ 
pointed as Director ot the Central Bun-au 
of Investi);ation (CBl). 


I Naval Staff. i 

Dih) i 

Ciilzari l.al Nanda- Twice interim i 

Prime Minister, freedom fif^hter and vet- ! 

I eran Ciandhian He died at ^9 in I 

, Ahmedabad. i 

i tbiiamlm Son: Eminent mii^ic dimetor ; 
; and dance master. I 


EVENTS 


JANUARY 

8— Nepal Prime Minister Surya Bahadur 
I'hapa recommends dissolution ol the ; 
Pr.itinidhi Sabha and fresh elections 
an- announced 

9— -A powerlul bomb e-xplodes near the 

police headquarters in New Delhi. 

It)—An earthquake in north China kills 47 
people and injures 2,()()() ('ver 70,000 
houses sustain hea\ y damaj^e 

11— kiunmen open fire on Shia mourners 
near 1 .aliore, killiiif; 24 people 

12- Armed assailants kill Knvillaj»ersneai 
the /\lj;erian capital, Algiers 

13- - Mttv thn-e children drown when then 

M'bool bus tails into the Padma river 
in Murshidabad district in West Ben- 

14 — B'hIo militant gun down 16 people in 
Nalbaii distrid during the Bhogali 
Bihu (elebratioiis, commemorating the . 
harvi'sling season 

1(t—RB l intreases the bank rate and the i 
cash n'serve ratio to arrest further tall ! 
in the value ot the rupee 

20—The process for holding elections to | 
the 12th Lok Sabha and 5 State As j 
semblies begins with issue of notifica- i 
tion for the first phase of polling j 

Z*!—ATamil suicide squad blasts an explo- ; 
sive packed vehicle in Kandy, near Sri | 


Lanka's holiest Buddhist shrine, kill- , 
ing 11 people. 

2ti—The Rs 3,'^70 crore Konkan Railway ■ 
line IS opened tor traffic 

27— Demonstrations take place in lamnui : 
to protest against the killing of 23 . 
Kashmiri pandits b\ terrorists. ' ' 

28— All the 26 accused in the Rajiv Gandhi ' 
assassination, including 16 Sri 

1 .ankans, are convicted and sentenced , 
to death j 

FEBRUARY 

1— .About '300 l.TI'E men are killed in an : 

armv ollensive m Kilinochchi in Sri 
lanka. ; 

2— Philippine plane wiOi 104 people on 
board crashes due to bad weatlicr. 

4— Russian President Boris \eltsin warns ; 

UbA that force against Iraq could | 
spark off a world war. 1 

• -‘^ri Lanka celebrates 50 years ot inde- j 
pendence. | 

5— A powerful earthquake jolts remote j 
north-east region of Afghanistan, kill- i 
ing more than 40(K) people. Worst hit | 
city is Rustaq, situated 280 km north 
of Kabul. 

—WTO telecom liberalisation pact comes 
into force. 

(>- International and national flights all i 


over India are hit due to airport em¬ 
ployees union's strike. 

9—Polling in Mandi in Himachal Pradesh 
and I adakh in jammu and Kashmir is < 
deferred due to inclement weather 
conditions. 


MILESTONES 

John Glenn: US Senator and the 
first American to orbit tiic earth, he is 
slated to become the oldest man in space. 
Glenn, 76, has offered himself to NASA 
as an in-space subject for tc-sts on the hu¬ 
man ageing process. His flight aboard 
the spare shuttle Discovery is scheduled 
for Otober, 1998. 

Richard Seed: ’Hie US scientist, who 
has announced plans to clone humans. 

Lymaraina D'Souza: The Mumbai 
beauty who has been cmvvned Palmolive 
Femina Miss India-Universc, 1998. 

Annie Thomas: The Dellii-oascd 
model who has been crowned Miss In¬ 
dia-World. 

Vithika Agarwal; Ihe Bangalore 
beauty who has been crowned Miss In¬ 
dia Asia-Pacific. 

Harish Chandra Mchra: Now .54, 
he was the first child to win the Na¬ 
tional Bravery Award. 

Elizabeth Buttle: the 61 v ’arold 
Welsh grandmother, who gave birth to 
a child 35 years after her first child. 
She could be the oldest natural mother 
in the world. 

Radhouanc Cherbeb; The 'luni- 
sian, who has been recognised as the 
world's tallest person by the Guinne.«s 
Book of World Records. 

Arthur C. Clarke: Ihc vamous sci¬ 
ence fiction writer, wlio reportedly con¬ 
fessed to a life of paedophilia. He has 
been living in Sri Lanka for 40 years. 
Clarke, who was to be presented witn 
his knighthood by Prince Charles, later 
denied the charges. 

Mitsuro Oba: The 45-year old Japa¬ 
nese adventurer who plans to trek solo 
across Antarctica from October 1998. He 
was the first person to complete a solo 
walk across the frozen Arctic Ocean in 
June, 1997 
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Do keep Writing to usyow views about differ^t features of CNlWidie , 
It not possibie to t^ly to ea^ l^ter reorived or to indudoim die 
Reader's Foram, we assure you that your WiEl not go waste. The 

constant (hangite diat yottaee to dm magarine, to improve it ftuiher, are 
re^t of the finback received from the readers. Ttoink you reademt 
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6/!«, JANCPliRA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJIU ROAD, NEW DEI,HI-t4 (TEI,. Nos. : 4329106, 4316915, 4311946 FAX : 91.11.4313503) 


NOW IIMS PUBI.ICATIONS OFFiCK SOCXESS PACKS’ OF KSSKNTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIKVK Sl)CCE.SS IN AM, 
COMPF/riTIVli KXAM.S. BUY IIMS SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AYAH- OF OUR SPECIAL Ol’FER OF FR1:E 
BOOKS WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON 0.D./INTERVIEWS/EN<;LISII 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL JUNIC 30. 1998. 
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OrnciTil Kii«wlcclcr Rs. 
15,000 Qu<-.stloiis iHi 
(irlieral .Studies R.s. 
50 M.T.P. on <;.K. Rv. 
Ci'eiiei'al Science R.«. 
ObJi'Clivc Cell. .Science Rs. 
C;<.o|;raphy R.«. 

Indian Hhlory R.s. 

Indian Economy R.s. 
Indian Cnii.stitulion R.«. 
>. |l)0 Priclice Papers «n 
Ceneral Kiiii*lril|;en>.,S. Rs. 
.Orneral Meiilnl'Vbllilt Rs. 
;. Arillinieiic Rs. 

I. Dictionary of Science Rs. 
i. Pievtoiis l‘a|ivrs Rs. 


Total 



1. num'H 

2 . 

.y. 

4. ■Mr^ 4fl sfeiTTiH 

5. ■HTtO W 

6. siKilhj arslrtweeji 

17. isn=i/3i«itH 

lOOilf^'O 

18 . sutor-^ gfi 
i cRi oRel 


Rs. .tlNV- 
Rs. IfilV- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. .400/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 13IV- 


Rs. ISKV- 


1. Ceneral KnowledKe R.s. 150/- 

2. Cenenil Science Us. 200/- 

3. Ccnf>rn|)liy Rs. 200/- 

4. Indian History Us. 2INI/- 

5. Indian Cimslilulion Rs. 150/- 

6. Indian Kcononiy Rs. 150/- 

7. (ieneral Pjiellsli Rs. 130/- 

8. 100 M.T.P. on KiiRlisb Rs. 150/- 

9. Test of Kiiplisb l.in|!iis|ie R.s 150/. 

10. Common Errors III En|>lisli Rs. IflO/- 


1.4.1'aisieinph Writing 

14. Precis Writlnt> 

15. Model l-etters 
16.Synoiiyins & Aiiloiiyins 

17. Idioms & Phrases 

18. Uirtirmai'y of Science 

19. Previous Piipers 

20. Interviews Tor All 


Rs. 

lOtV- 

Ks. 

5(V- 

Ks. 

50/- 

Rs. 

60/- 

Rs. 

70/- 

Rs. 

70/- 

Rs. 

70/- 

Ks. 

70/- 

Rs. 

SO/. 

Rs. 

lOtV- 

Ks. 2260/- 
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Rs.1.50/. 

Rs.ltHV- 


i !V ) ■ . ■ 

tiaicral Kiiglisi^ Rs. 120/-1 
100 M.T.P. on English Rs. I .StV-1 
Coniinei Erriri ii Gigliili Rs. 100/- 
Teil nf English Ltigntgc Rs. I SO/- 
Reading C'omprrhrnsinn Rs. 70/- 
F.nf;lisb V oeabuhiry Rs. 150/- 
t: mup Dlseusslons Rs. 1011/- 
Argumrnlatisr Qiicslinns Rs.l0O/. 
Synonym.s & Anloiiyms K.s. 7)1/- 
Idioms & Phiascs Rs. 70/- 
Word Peiwer Rs. 70/- 

Objcclive Maths Ks.l20/- 
SBOO Que.<liota on ArilbnirlicKs.160/- 
Dala tntcrp|.ctatioii Us.KMV- 
Verbal R(a.soiiing Rs.l20/- 
Test of Reaseming Rs.150/- 
100 M.T.P. an Rrasoning Rs.I5<V- 
Inte|.view.s tor .All Ks.l00/- 
tlencial Knowledge Ks. 15t)/- 
50 M.T.I’. on C.K. Rs. I4tv. 
Business ti.K. Rs. 40/- 




1. General Knowledge K.s. 150/ 

2. 50 M.T.P. on <;.K. Ks. 140/ 

3. Indian Constitiilion Rs, MV 

4. Gmeral Science Rs, 2IMV 

5. Geography Rs. 200/ 

A. Indian History Rs. 2011/ 

7. Dirtinii.iry or.Scicius- Rs. 7tV 

8. Objective Matlis Ks. I3(V 

9. SOnO (juriiioio on Arilhmclir Ks. IMV 

10. General ICnglish Rs. I3(V 

It. KMI M.T.P. on Eiiglisli Ks. l5tV 
12.Trsl of English l.anguagr Rs. I5IV 
I.ACnnimon Errors in English Ks. lOtV 

14. < i rmip DisciLssions Ks, I IN V 

15. Interviews for All Rs. IINV 
lA. English Convcrsalion Ks. 150/ 
17. Paigllsh ViH'abiilary Rs. 151V 


Ks. 2.420/ 


1. tiencial Knowledge Ks. I5tV- 

2. 50 M.T.P.on G.K. Ks. I4«V- 

3. General English Rs. I2IV- 

4. 100-M.T.P. on pjiglish R.s. 150/- 

5. Teat of English languagr Ks. 15IV- 
A. Ktading Coniprthrnsion Rs. 7(V- 

7. Common Errors in English Ks. lOIV- 

8. 100 Important Essuys Rs. SiV- 

9. Paragraph Writing Rs. 5IV- 

10. Precis Writing Ks. AtV- 

i I. Model ia>llers Rs. 70/- 

12. English Vocabulary Ks.|5oA 

13. Synonyms & Antony ms Rs. 7IV- 
11 Idinins & Phrases Rs. 7tV- 
IS.tiroiip Uiscussioiis Rs. ItNV- 
Ifi. Argumriilaliir Qiicsiions Ks. lOIV- 
17.5000 Qntsliois 01 Atillimrlic Ks. IMV- 
18. Test of Reasoning K.s. I5tV- 
19,100 M.T.P. on Krasoning Rs. I5IV- 

20. Verbal Rca.s»nliig Ks. 120/- 

21. Data Intripret.ilioii Ks. lOiV- 

22. Iiiteiviews for All Ks. 100/- 


Rs. 2.480/- 



1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2. 5000 Qurslions on Ckrinisiry ItHI 

3. 5000 Questimis on Botany 100 

4. SIHH) Qucsllnii.s on Zoology ItMt 

5. General Scieiiix 200 

6. Objective Science ItHI 

7. 3000 Qucsthnis on Science ItHI 

8. Dictionary oTSdciice 70 


Totals Rs.870| Total 
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English t'lmvcraalloii Ks. 150/ 
Paiglish Vorsibulary Rs. 150/- 
t: nivnil English Ks.. 130/- 

Commiti Errors in English Ks IIHV- 
Idiuiiis & Phrases Rs. 7fV- 
Svnoiivms & Aiilonrms its. 70/- 
Word Power Rs. 7tV- 

100 linportaiil l-^ssaysRs. 5IV- 
'. Paragraph Willing Rs. 5IV- 
0. Precis Writing Ks. AtV- 

1. .Model Letters Ks. 711/- 

2. ItlU M.T.P. on English Ks. 150/- 
.4, Ttil III English lantoagr Ks. IStV- 

4. Eroding Coinprrhrnsion Ks. 7iV- 

5. Argumrnlalisr (jurslians Rs. IINV- 


Ks. I4.4<V- 




1. 

(■i’lii'iul Kinmitdgt' 

Ks.l.5lV- 

2. 

50 M.T.P. on <;.K. 

KS.I4IV. 

X 

Indian Constiiiilioii 

Ks. AtV- 

4. 

PInglish ViKahuliry 

Ks.l.5<V- 

5. 

.^0(10 QutdioB* ot ArilhniHir Ks.lhti/* 

6. 

Test of Ktaxoiiiii)* 

Rs.LStV- 

7. 

|(I0 M.T.P, on Krasoning 

Ks.I.MV- 

8. 

Objective Geography 

Ks. A(V- 

9. 

Objertive Science 

Ks.lOtV- 

II). 

Gciicrul English 

KS.I3IV- 

11. 

TttI of English l.angnagr 

KS.I5IV- 

12. 

ItiO M.T .P. mi KukILsIi Ks.l5iV> 

13. 

Cnnimoi Erttrt in Kigliah 

KS.IIMV- 

14. 

lIMt liiipoilaiit EXsays 

Rs. 5IV- 

15. 

Paragraph Writing 

Ks. 5IV- 

16. Precis Writing 

Ks. MV- 

17. 

Model Lellers 

Rs. 7IV- 

18. 

llilrrview.s for All 

Ks.KHV- 


Rs. I97<V- 


1. Gisiiip l>isrussion.s Ks. IINV- 

2. Intcrvirvis lot .Ml Ks. (INV- 
.4. Arguini'iilaiisr flU'slioas Ks. lOIV- 

4. Quotations foi All Ks. ^fV- 

5. p.iigdish t'onvei-salioo Ks. IStV- 

A. 100 liii|ioiiaiil I'r-Nvajs Ua. 5(*/ 
7. Wnfiiki; Rs. Sli/- 

K. Kiij'livli V V Ks. 

9. Hs. I?0/- 


Rs. 


1. Sludciils may hii} the cdi>i|>Icic 
‘ sSiii‘(V5tf> Kaik* oi any hiM»k/IicH>k.s. 

2. I* rn* Books ss«ii1li Ks. 2DII/- ssill he 

sent t4»f|i4dsesltidciitsfiiil) M’ho htiy uur 
rnll *Succcs.s Puck' «9| ainy csiiirM.' iiikI 
send tilt full pnyincnl hi luhaiicc. To 
u>ail of this ofFci the sludenis inns 
ilrcluct nil aiiiiUinl of Ks. 2IMk/- from Ihc 
lotui coiit of flit ‘SiKct.ss Pack* as pvcti 
;ib4>vc Millie Ihc ainoiiiil hv 

M.l>7Biink Knifl. 

iMir fret |>«wslA};t. pli’Usc stiul the 
full aiiioiinl hi advance b) M.()./Baiik 
l)i afl uii the alxivt :uldri‘.s.v Kor VMM*, 
sriicl Ks. Shll/- by as advaiici*. 

4, Write y4»ur nanit, addrew and Ihc 
iKinir «>r the \Siiccejss Pack*, deaiiy in 
capital UilciTioii ihcM.O. ('oii|>oii or in 
the Ivlltr. 
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The bcsi two letlurs ot the month, appearing in tlic box tiavo boen awarded a prize of Rs 
10000 each Readers are invited to send us ttieir vievirs on topics covered in this issue You 
can also e-mail your response to deshCrpchl vsninctin. The decision of the Editors will 
be final. 


PRIZE WINNIflG LETtERS 


RICH NATIOnS SHOULD ACT 

All countries, whether rich or poor, have the responsibility 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However, since the mindless 
development of the rich nations has brought about the problem 
in the first place, they should do most to cut such emissions. It 
is time that the rich countries realised that time is running gut 
and do something about the problem. The Kyoto protocol is a 
small step and I hope that all nations follow it for the common 
good. 

Shyamal Prasad Choudhury 
Karim^mj, A'-sam 

SURVIVAL KIT 

In a bid for a short-cut to success, young boys and girls aie 
often misled. Consequently, their self-^'onfidence is shaken. The 
Cover Story of March 1998 issue is indeed a giant step towards 
strengthening thisjyulnerable section of swiety, so that they can 
valiantly triumph over the evils of sixiety. 

The feature has become my most trustworthy guide and 
companion. 1 am quite confident that if the guidelines are 
followed in tnie spirit one can be a sure winner. 

Soni'y Lit 
Pantdif Purl, Orissa 


THE CM 
SURVIVAL KIT 

Thank vou lor the e,xcellent 
Survival Kit (March '■IS) It had 
many useful tips and many 
people will benefit from it You 
are right when you sav, "Don't 
leave home without il." 

Another thing that you 
could have included in it is the 
parent-child relationship Due to 
nagging and constant com¬ 
parison with others, many 
young people want to be with 
their friends rather than parents. 
Though parent.s do not think ill 
for theii children, this behavioui 
makes children avoid their 
companv. I’erhaps you ran let iis 
know how to deal with such 
thing.s too m a later issue 

Shrishli Kahli 
Nciv fli’llii 

\our cover teature gave me 
a great confiilencc, as it must 
surelv have to thc'iisandsof vour 
readeis all I'ver the lounti v 

Manv young people irom 
rural aieas, nke me, want In 
hr'comi' successtiil but are nevei 
taught atH'ut things which are so 
essential foi success. I am gratetui 
to vou for Ifus feature and hope 
that vou will publish a special 
survival kit toi ruial youth too. 

NfliwiJ Siii.v'Ti 
Muiilflarnur, Pihar 

Yi'ui coMT feature ha^ 
provided me with invaluable 
tips, since 1 laced the very 
problems lliat you described 

Arviiid lam 
iMdhiiiita, I’uii/iih 


GLOBAL 

WARMING 

Your cover feature (Feb 98) 
was very interesting and gave a 
warning to man not to destroy 
his only home. We cannot 
continue lo have economic 
development bv destroying the 
environment. When our very 
survival is at stake, it becomes 
the dutv o( all mankind to 
protect the planet. 

Pradivp Pant 
Pilliorayarh, Ultiir Pradesh 

I did not know much about 
global warming but your feature 
was an eve opener. While it is 
true that poor countries may tee! 
that they are being asked to 
restrict their development due to 
a problem that the rich nations 
have cri-ated, it is also ,i fact that 
no coiintrv can be isolated. The 
effects of global warming will be 
felt by all All nations should rise 
up t(> the challenge to save the 
planet 

Dev Vidyarlhi 
liilaiidhar, Puniiiha 


SAVING TIME 

1 wanted to be .selective in 
reading the February 98 it.-iue of 
the (.'oMiTriiioN M sUK, so that I 
eould save lime But I could leave 
it i-nly after I read the entire 
issue This liappens every 
month. Thank yo.i for producing 
such a useful and interesting 
magazine. 

Vishwanbimr Prasad 
Pallia 


SUCCESS 

STORIES 

I have been selected in the 
India Trade Pnimotion Orga¬ 
nisation managerial cadre The 
features published by you 
helped me a great deal. I have 
been a regulai reader ol 
Cii.viPrni ION M, VST IK for !(' 
year- and I owe my success to 
you 

Anil Kumar Yadav 
Can<^tok, Sikkim 

I have cleared the 
Combined Defence Services 
(CDS) written test. I would 


like toevpiess mv gratitude to 
the C'oMi’iiMK.N M.vsmk foi 
proper guidance and 
inspiration w'hich helped me 
succeed 

Maheiidar Reddi/ 
Secunderabad 

1 have cleared the C'TIS 
exam and 1 would like to 
congratulate the entire team 
ot the CoMPLriTiDN Masiik 
for bringing out such a 
useful publication. It has 
helped me a lot in my 
preoaration. 

la^anidlu PokhrrI 
Smiilpur, Assam 
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1 Current Affatrs & Backgrounders Rs 7500 


2 Ever-Latest General Knowledge 


-ByOP Khanna 

Rs 

9000 

3 General Knowledge Refresher 



-ByOP Khanna 

Rs 

17500 

4 Test of Reasoning 

Rs 

6000 


5 Topical Essays 
(For IAS, PCS, mi other higher 
grade examinations) Rs 60.00 


6 Choicest Essays 
(For three-year degree course 
BA , B Sc, B Com, Students of 
Indian Universities and for 


competitive Examinations) 

Rs 

50 00 

7 Short Essays 

Rs 

30 00 

8 How to Study and Take Exams 

Rs 

20 00 


9 Personality & You Rs 1500 

10 MASTER GUIDE-Railway Service 

Commission Examination Rs 60 00 

11 MASTER GUIDE- • 

Bank Probationary Officers’ 

Examination Rs 60 00 

12 MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Recruitment Board Exam 

tor Clerks, etc Rs 60 00 

13 MASTER GUIDE -Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks' Grade 

Examination Rs 60 00 


POSTAGE FREE! 
If single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
Please add Rs 12.00 towards postage if 
order value is less than Rs 60.00 
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Democracy in Action 



he recent general 
elections in the 
country to elect 
the twelfth I,ok 
Sabha may be 
termed as a massive exercise 
in dcmcKraq' in action. We may 
avail of this opportunity to pat 
us on the back. Our President 
stood in i]ueue, with his dutiful 
wife, to cast his vote Another 
round of applau.se for democ¬ 
racy inaction. By and large, the 
poll was peaceful. Considering 
the vastness of the country, the 
staggering variety of cask's and 
communities, religions and 
religiosities, one may indulge 
in a bit of more self-adulation. 
It may not be too much of an 
exaggeration to say that the col¬ 
lective psyche of the society is 
getting used to this periodic 
exerci.se. Maturity too should 
follow. TV channels reminded 
the electorate vif its ' sacred" 
duty to cast the vote. All to the 
good. I’he Election (.Commis¬ 
sion rose to the occasion, loo. 
The free flow of black money, 
in cash and kind, was not too 
visible, either. Was it the lull 
before the storm? Only time 
will lell. 

What about violence that 
erupts at the time of the 
elections? And booth¬ 
capturing, bogus and fake 
voters, casting votes? The 
armed goons hired by 


"politicians" to intimidate the 
innocent, timid voter? The 
"criminal" strutting the land 
like a political peacock as if, 
like the national bird, he has a 
hundred eyes! Nothing good 
or decent can escape his evil 
ways. That he is singly and 
collectively degenerating 
democracy, makes him swell 
his chest rather than look for a 
pit ill the ground to sink! 

The nexus between him 
and the politician (even the min¬ 
ions of the govi'mment) is too 
well- known to bear repetition. 

Ihe media, sell-nghteous as 
e\'er, speaking from its lofty ped- 
eslals, delivering sermons, 
i-luirring out words and pic¬ 
tures on the tube, deserves the 
notice the hen deserves which 
goes cackling before delivering 
an egg—an earth-shaking 
event! Barring a few honourable 
exceptions, it did no honour to 
Itself by over-doing the Sonia 
bit. To our knowledge, not a 
single newspaper or TV per- 


.sonality posed vital questions 
like: What is Sonia? What is 
her contribution to the national 
life? What makes her an equal 
of Atal Behari Vajpayee? 

Ihis naturally l^ids to some 
more vital questions of an intnv 
sjX’ctive nature. Is politics for the 
glamorous parasites of society? 
Why not lay down qualifications 
for these .self-stvled ".servants" 
of society? 

Is democracy a way of li!e 
for the fair weather only’ Is it 
inevitable that the virtues of 
demi'cracy should disintegrate 
at the very moment when they 
are most needed? Should it be a 
demiKratic imperative that non¬ 
entities be thrown into the po¬ 
litical arena, who enjoy all the 
possible privileges withoutany 
responsibility or acanmLibiiily? 
Any civilized (read demixratic) 
society thrives on the basic prin¬ 
ciple: every right has a duty. 

Labels and intemperate 
language used by Congress 
cacklers are interesting not for 


what thev tell about the targets 
bill for what they lell about the 
people who use tliem and apply 
them to others. Such cacklers, 
perhaps, do not acquaint them- 
-selves with longue in the cheek! 
This can "strangle" the articu¬ 
lator—symbolically. Led, s,if- 
Iron, blue, white feathers can 
be stuck in anybody's turban 
to ni.ike clear what kino of 
.s<>cial, political, noral and 
economic .sabotage they are 
engaged in. 

Ireedom to criticize 
should be exercised with re¬ 
straint because it i.s the cs.sence 
of demix-racy—a market-place 
of conflicting ideas. The Con¬ 
gress "star" cackler would net 
be shocked by the suggestion 
that her statements ranging 
from Bofors, to Bluestar, Babri 
Masjid and Alai Behari amount 
to how glamorous greenhorns, 
thrust in politics, in an 
insidious way, and in times of 
crisis, weaken the principles 
of democracy. 
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1. DGP English Improvement Course Rs. 120 

DGP English Improvement Course—has lor almost a decade now—been the 

Fim Choiee of the First Rate Candidates. 

The course material contains Practical English Grammar. Common Errors and 
Pittalls, Comprehension. Vocabulary, Phrases, etc. It also includes tundamenlal 
niles, tips and usage, explanations, illustrations, charts, tables S specimen papers. 

2. DGP Basic English Improvement Couise Rs. 75 

DGP Bash English imprmamsnt Couiss explains the tundamenlal concepts of 
Practical English Grammar and gives wide coverage to Common Errors. 
Comprehension & Vocabulary. 

3. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs. 120 

Incorporating Selt-Asssssment Exercises; Word Power- Ready Reckoner. 
Synonyms; Antonyms; Pairs of Words, Paronyms. Homonyms, Idioms, Phrases 
and a vast range of useful terms. 

4. Intelligent and Reasoning Improvement Course Rs. 150 

Comprehensive coverage ot Reasoning Tests (Logical. Verbal. Non-Verbal. Data 
Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic approach & detailed 
explanatory notes lor thorough understanding. Previous Years’ Papersol Important 
Competitive Exams with Answers incorporated 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

A very comprehensive book Designed to cover the entire Syllabus ot Competitive 
Exams includesNumberSystem, Logarithms. Linear Equations, Banking, Tabulation. 
Graphs. Mensuration, Statisticselc Plenty of Solved Examples. Practical Tips & Short 
Cuts given for easy grasp. Model Papers with Answers/Hmfs PREVIOUS YEARS' 
PAPERS ot Important Comp Exams 

6. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 60 

;fo/ NDA.CDS.MBA etc Exams! 

Covers Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra. Geometry, Tngonomelty and Statistics 
Includes important Formulae. Concepts, Practical Tips. Solved Examples, Exercises 
and Objective Questions 

7. General Science Improvement Course Rs. 100 

Comprehensive study material on Physics. Chemistry, Biology & Space Sciences, 
incorporates important Concepts. Formulae, Solved Examples, Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions and Science Quiz 


BEST PLUS BASIC BOOKS 
FOR ALL EXAMS. 


1. The Hindustan Times Medalist in Journalism 

R DHiLLON’seiNERAL KN0WLED8E DIGEST 

Latest 1998 Edition Pages xvi * 974 Price Rs. ISO 


2 . PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 75 

(3rd thoroughly revised eclitfon ) 

Includes Essay on Scientific, Social. Economic, Reflective. Idiomatic, 
General & Political Topic'; An excellent book tor Academic & 
Competitive Exams Very useful for GROUP DISCUSSION also 

3. LETTER WRITING Rs. 40 

4. PRECIS WRITING Rs. 35 

5. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 30 

6. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH—A New Approach Rs. 45 

7. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Rs. 60 

8. TEST OF REASONINQA.OGICAL REASONING Rs. 40 

9.. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS—A Capsule Rs. 30 

10. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 45 

11. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs. 45 

12. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A C^isule Rs. 30 

13. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Capsule Re. 30 

14. GEOGRAPHY (World A lndle)~A Study Rs. 75 

Provides Basic Study material, Information & Data on all 
Countries of World & States/Union Territories of India. 

PRIYA ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (English A Hindi) Rs. 100 



1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 350 

(For SBI and othar Nationaliaad Banka Exam.) 
Comprehensive Coverage of TeOt of Reasoning (Logical, Verbal, 
Non-Verbal & Data Interpretation); Engiieh Lsnguage (Practical 
English Grammar, Common Errors, Word-Power,); General 
Awareness (All aspects of G.K.); Quantitative AfrtKude (Number 
System, Graphs. Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc., Solved 
Examples, Hints & Exercises); Descriptive Engiieh (Short Essays. 
Propositions); Five eets of Model Papere, with detailed Solutions/ 
Answers, based on Previous Years' Papers. 
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One of the major triumphs of our country 
is the way it conducts elections. The task is 
stupendous not only in numbers, but also be¬ 
cause the heaoy odds area,famst it. Subivrswes, 
extremists, criminals, losing politicians, all 
contrive to introduce violence, capture bMtIis 
and try to incite communities There is also a 
widespread apathy because of disgust with 
politicians. 

Despite all this, the country is able to 
conduct the elections respectably. There are 
some cases of violence and booth-rapturing. 
There are threats and calls of boycott as well 
But people turn out in large numbers to elect 
the leadri'- of their choice, punishing those 
who have betrayed their trust. From Kashmir 
to Kanyakumari, eommon people turned out 
to express thcmselves,at times braving threats 
to their lives. It is because of the courage of 
the common man that the country is the larg¬ 
est democracy of the world and may well be 
proud of conducting the biggest such exercise 
in the world 

The polling for the 12th lak Sabha was 
no different. Quite a few stahuarts were 
shaken. The Parliament is hung once again, 
but the HfP has cmeiged as the single largest 
parly. 

This feature .l^cribcs the elect ion results, 
the rise of the BjP and the reasons why it has 
left others behind and post poll scenario The 
electorate has done its mb. It is mm’ upto the 
politician;, to deltvi’r 

T he WS eli-ction results have dclivcretl 
what everyone guessed but dreaded. 
Of the 543 scats contested, a party needs 
272 seats to have a majority. The closest to 
that figure, but not quite there, is the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) with its allies, 
with 250 seats. It had made impressive 
gains, but it still needed 22 more scats to 
be able to provide a stable government. The 
Congress was saved from annihilation and 


won 167 seats, thanks to a whirlwind cam¬ 
paign of Sonia Gandhi. Tlie United Front 
faced a rout and was down to just % seats 
as the people rejccti'd the confused policy 
and ineffective government provided the 
last time around by its diverse constitu¬ 
ents. 

The elections this time marked a 
great meltdown. There was r.o ideologi¬ 
cal difference among the parties and 
manifestos were released merely as a 
formality. Each party was keen to get into 
power. There were some reassuring mes¬ 
sages too, such as the picture of the Presi¬ 
dent waiting m queue to cast his vote. 
Across the country, people turned out in 
large numbers to vote in an election com¬ 
monly described as an "election without 
an issue" 


The high turnout was explained by the 
results: the voters wanted to punish the 
leaders for their non-performance. Except 
in a few States, the ruling party was wip^ 
out. The BJP registered large gains. In a 
survey, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had 
emerged as the first choice for Prime Min¬ 
ister and had finally made it. Of course, 
his victory was not aOsolute. There would 
be many pitfalls to avoid. The BJP gov¬ 
ernment would have to prove itself be¬ 
cause the voter would not give it a second 
chance. 

The Verdict 

T HF. electorate has been decisive in re¬ 
jecting candidates making hollow 
promises. Though analysts want to give 


The Largest Democracy 
Number of seats 543 

Number of contestants 4,6*13 

Political parlies 38 

Polling stations 850,000 

Number of registered voters 605,307,962 

Estimated expenditure Ks 4,6CXI crore (including amounts spent bv F.C politi¬ 
cal parties and administration) 
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Voter turnout 

56.73% 
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Duration of elections 

26 days 
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8,699 

13,952 

4,6*13 

No. of independent 
candidates 
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No. of women 
candidates 

325 
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267 
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2,192 
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Expenditure for 
conducting elections 
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credit to a BJP or the Sonia wave, the 1998 
' verdict shows a vote against those in power. 
Except in West Bengal, Punjab and Delhi, 
the ruling party in each State has been re¬ 
jected. No doubt, this is because of the bro¬ 
ken promises to the electorate: once in 
power the humble vote-seeking politician 
turns arrogant, leading to his own down- 
faU 

The higher voter turnout of 62% this 
time could reflect the seething anger and 
the desire of the common people to throw 
the rascals out. The United Front received 
a big drubbing, pointing to its non-per¬ 
formance in the States it govet ncd as well 
as in Delhi. In Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan, the BJP suffered the same fate. 
The Congress saw a decline in all the 
States it was in power: Orissa, Madhva 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. In 
Karnataka, the Janata Dal was reduced 
from 16 seals to 2 and the DMK-TMC 
combine in Tamil Nadu fell from 39 seats 
to 8. 

The rise of the regional parties, as 
witnessed in the 1996 elections, had led 
to speculation about the rise of federal 
coalitions. In just two years, that trend 
has been reversed. Regional leade.s were 
not returned to Parliament as they had 
hoped. There is a lesson for future gov¬ 
ernments in this' if they are not able to 
provide a clean administration, they 
would suffer the same fate the next time 
around. 

The electorate punished those who 
had mi'^used its trust. Kanshi Ram dreamt 
that he could project himself as a national 
leader with a few seats and had misused 
the dalil vote for his own petty ends. His 
opportunistic politics were rejected by the 
people and he lost from Saharanpur, 
though Mayawati managed to scrape 
through. Congress stalwarts N.D. Tewari, 
Satish Sharma, R.K. Dhawan and Sheila 
Dixit bit the dust. Devi Lai, Ajit Singh and 
Pranjod Mahajan were the other prominent 
losers. 

The hung Parliament will bring out 
the worst in the politicians. Fortunately, 
in the theatre of politics, everything is 
visible. The voter bides his time and 
waits for the elections to show that he 
cannot be fooled all the time. Perhaps 
the political churning taking place now 


may result in separating the sincere lead- | 
ers from the opportunists. Perhaps from j 
this churning, a new political order would j 
emerge. I 

If opportunistic politics arc played j 
out as they were in 1996, the parties may j 
well be in a Catch-22 situation: if they 1 
do not come to power, the MPs may feel 
dissatisfied and leave the party, but if 
they do and play power politics, the 
voter is unlikely to forgive them the next 
time around. Only the party which el¬ 
evates itself anil plays clean politics will 
be rewarded by the electorate. That is 
indeed a great challenge but it remains 
to be seen whether they can rise above 
such things and begin to think of the 
national interest. 

The Sonia Factor 

E is a moot point whether the BJP would 
ave been able to get an absolute major¬ 
ity with the Congress clearly in disarray 
when the elections were announced. Its 
members were deserting. The once great 
party was now perceived as a motley col¬ 
lection of power hungry and corrupt 
people. Sitaram Kesri's antics and his 
bringing down the previous government 
were viewed with widespread disgust. 
Even senior leaders were leaving the 
parly. 

At this juncture, Sonia Candhi, 
widow of the late Prime Minister Ra)iv 
Gandhi, who had been silent for many 
years, announced her decision to cam¬ 
paign for the parly. Commentators imme¬ 
diately trained guns on her. She will nol 
I amount to much, they said, and brought 
1 up the issue of her being born an Italian 
I Some of the most learned media person- 
I alities wrote her off. In the final outcome, 

I it seemed that all newspapers and politi¬ 
cal soothsayers had it wrong. 

The elementary level of political com¬ 
mentary in the country was exposed as 
the importance of the Sonia factor became 
apparent. She attracted laige crowds 
wherever she went and to the people ot 
India, her nationality did not matter. The 
BJP toyed with the idea of countering her 
by asking people not to vote for the "for¬ 
eign hand" but hastily withdrew, realising 
that such a slogan would not be taken 


well by the people. 

For her part, Sonia did not disappoint. 
She stole the thunder from beneath the BJP 
campaign when she bniught up the issue. 
of Biifors. The smear campaign, she al¬ 
leged, had dragged on but nothing had 
come out in spite of Opposition govern¬ 
ments at the Centre. The Opposition was 
lying all along, she charged. She 
apologised for Operation Bluestar and 
for the Babri Masjid demolition, while 
admitting Congress lapses frankly. Her 
sincerity came through when the party 
refused tickets for Narasimha Rao and 
the 1984 riots accused. Suddenly, the 
tables turned and the BJP was hard 
pressed to counter her. Her campaign 
may have made the decisive swing in 
favour of her struggling party. The Con¬ 
gress had been dt dining—from 227 seats 
in 1991, it had been reduced to 140 in 
1996. In 1998, the parly got 167 seats, 
showing that the Gandhi name still 
touched an emotive chord m the hearts 
of people. Tlu> election results showed 
that she may have been responsible for 

I preventing the BJP from getting an ab- 

i solute majority. 

1 

; Women in the fray 

A S in tl le past, a mimlier of women have 
fought the elections and made a mark. 

: 1 his lime, however, there was a 42 per 
; cent decline in the number of women 
I lighting eli-ctions as ci'inpared to 19*16. 

' Figures show that women have a high 
; 'vinnabililv factor: in 1991,11.38 per cent 
I of the contesting women won elections 
! as compared lo 5.77 per cent for men In 
; 1996 the figures wen- 6 5 and 3.7 per cent. 

! respectively. 

i This time too, the women played a 
I major role in the Indian elections. First, 

! the entire political equation was changed 
! when Sonia Gandhi decided lo campaign. 

I The Congress was shaken when Mamta 
I Banerjee left its fold to start her own parly, 
i The other woman who played a decisive 
role in the elections w-as Jayalalitha, who 
won in spite of corruption charges against 
ner. The BJP makes sure that Sushma 
I Swaraj is pushed into the limelight dur- 
! ing television shows. Mayawati managed 
I to scrape through while her mentor 
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Kanshi Ram lost. Phoolan Devi lost the 
elections. 

There was hope that women might 
get more tickets this time. This did not 
happen. In limes to come, however, 
more women may enter politics and 
fight el ections. Many women are 
present in the youth wings of the po¬ 
litical parties and may emerge in the 
future. The Women's Reservation Bill, 
if it is passed, will certainly help more 
women to contest. F.ven without it, the 
role played by them is expected to in¬ 
crease in the future. 

A Television Poll 

F or the first time, elections became tele¬ 
genic with private channels compet¬ 
ing with Dtmtiarshan to bring the results 
live to the people. The channels caught 
the politicians at their best and worst mo¬ 
ments and tracked them down in the re¬ 
motest parts of the country. The Star chan¬ 
nel started its 24 hour news channel a few 
days earlier and flooded Indian homes 
with slick coverage of the elections. Mara¬ 
thon talk shows were held with peoph* 
from different fields offering their exper¬ 
tise on the outcome. The radio was 
eclipsed. 

Rout of the Janata Dal 

T HIi Janata Dal was virtually wiped out 
from the political map in the IW8 ele<’- 
tions. Many of its leaders had to get the 
support of other parties to come back. The 
few survivors consist ot firrmcr Prime , 
Minister H.D ne\ c Gowda from Hassan 
and l.K Gujral who had to be propped up 
by the Akali Dal-BJP in Punjab S. jaipal 
Reddy had to be propped up by Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu. Ram Bilas Paswan was supported 
by BJP-Samata combine. 

In Bihar, Laoo Prasad Yadav had left 
the Janata Dal in tatters. Once the stron¬ 
gest fortress of the Janata Dal, it was ex¬ 
posed when the Chief Minister parted 
company and floated his own Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD). In Karnataka, 
Ramakrishna Hegde had floated his own 
party, l,ok Shakti, and aligned with the 
BJP. In Orissa, the Dal was identified with 
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the late Biju Patnaik. With his death, the 
party was all but finished in the State. 
On the eve of the elections, there was a 
split with the Biju's son Navin Patnaik 
floating his own outfit to align with the 
BJP. 

TheUnited I’ront had discredited it¬ 
self during 1996-98 and the people had 
seen that it was more of a disuniti^ front. 
Its constituents shared neither political 
ideology nor a common purpose. Instead, 
each regional group tried to force its 
viewpoints on the nation, the price to be 
paid for their joining the coalition. The 


is a clean government, something which 
Indians have not seen for a long time. 
The agenda of the BJP has to appeal to 
the nation as a whole, not to one par¬ 
ticular community or region. Like the 
Hindus who have assimilated different 
cultures over the years, the party must 
assimilate minorities and help them rid 
their fears. In that sense, the present BJP 
government may have a boon in not 
getting an absolute majority—the 
hardliners will not be able to have their 
way and the liberals must prevail. 

BJP's Steady progress 


Communist party, for instance, found 

Year 

Seats won 

Percenlanc of 

itself at centre-stage and tried its best to 



mtes polled 

foist its outdated ideas on economic 

1984 

2 

7.4"/,> 

policy, blocking the liberalisation pro¬ 

1989 

85 

11.4% 

cess. One could not blame the people 

1991 

119 

20.2'.';, 

from turning away from the collection 

1996 

161 

20.3"-;, 

of regional groups often described ns a 
khirhri. 

! 1998 

177 

— 


The Rise of the BJP 

B oth in terms of percentage of votes 
polled and seats gained, the graph of 
the BJP shows a steady rise since 1984, 
when it had won just 2 seals. No other 
party has shown a more consistent trend 
over the period. Clearly, the BJP has of¬ 
fered something to India that has appealed 
to large sections of society. It is not as simple 
as explanations offered by intellectuals and 
commentators that it is the concept of 
hindiitm and demolition of the Babri Masjid 
that has led to the upsurge of the party. 
Indeed, the party leaders would be mak¬ 
ing a great mistake if its leaders think so 
too. 

Detractors of the BJP, who talk of 
masks, are equally mistaken. The liberal 
face of the party, it is alleged, is not re^ 
ally a change or heart but a method to 
garner votes. Once in power, it will pur¬ 
sue the same hard-line agenda that its 
militar* core wants. It cannot be denied 
that the BJP has risen to a formidable 
position because of its Hindu stance, but 
the fact is that it cannot go against In¬ 
dian traditions of tolerance. The party 
cannot spread communal hatred and 
hope to remain in power: the last thing 
that any Indian wants now is mistrust 
and violence. What is needed at this stage 


The party must also assess why hidi- 
ans have been moving towards it, if hesi¬ 
tantly, away from tlie self-professed secular 
parties Por years, the Congivss had the 
monopoly ever secularism. The fractured 
.society which had seen great violence dur¬ 
ing 1947 could not, however, rretructure 
itself and move away from caste and com¬ 
munity considerations. This was evident 
from the stance of individual leaders: while 
the party was secular, they wore not They 
were more than willing to fan hatred and 
played divisive politics in oafer to corner 
votc.s. 

Tor many years now, people ha\'e 
been turning away farm the brand ot secu¬ 
larism that the Congress promoted. 
Through reservations in educational op¬ 
portunities and jobs, the society was be¬ 
ing further divided. By extending these 
to minorities, it was hoped to earner their 
votes. Soon, the minorities were able to 
see that the benefits were too little and 
the interest in their welfare was hypocriti¬ 
cal. As the nation moved towards eco¬ 
nomic advancement, it was clear to 
anybody that caste and community con¬ 
siderations stood as roadblocks to devel¬ 
opment. In. the modern world, people 
were valued for the ability and not what 
they were born as. The secularist agenda 
did not offer development but succeeded 
in pulling the country backward by hard- 
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ening caste differences. 

This brand of secularism, of reserv¬ 
ing seats for increasing number of castes 
and minorities, has created many tensions. 
Among the meritorius people, it created a 
feeling that they were discriminated 
against. It led to a sizeable brain-drain 
from the country. A study has revealed 
that about 6,000 highly trained Indians 
settle abroad every year. For the hard 
working, the only way to succeed was to 
go abroad, no matter which caste they 
belonged to. 

At the same time, the government has 
been increasing in size and it is a com¬ 
mon perception that tlie reasi m that it does 
not work is because officers from the res¬ 
ervation quota are in high positions. An 
inefficient government, corruption, power 
shortages, dirty hospitals or unreliable 
public transport troubles everybody, irre¬ 
spective of caste. Yet, the secular forces 
did nothing to change things and thought 
that they had the monopoly over corrup¬ 
tion as long as they projected themselves 
as being secular. The label was a bogus 
one, so over-used that it has become 
meaningless. 

The result has been that while the 
majority community felt threatened by 
the peculiar brand of secularism and 
social justice promoted by the Congress, 
the minorities found that they were just 
being used and exploited. As practised 
by VP. Singh, social justice created more 
fissures in society and took the nation 
1 ickward by a few decades. Instead of 
moving towards a caste-less society, the 
policies ol successive governments only 
created further divisions, besides encour¬ 
aging mediocrity and laziness. The mask 
of secularism was further exposed in 
19% when the Congress decided to sup¬ 
ported its bitter enemies in the United 
Front to form a "secular front". People 
were quic k to see that it was nothing but 
a means to corner power. There was noth¬ 
ing secula.- in the coalition that resulted. 
Further, a claim to secularism did not 
give them a license to loot the country 
and immunity from prosecution, as the 
leaders of the Congress no doubt be¬ 
lieved. 

At the time when the sheen of secu¬ 
larism had started wearing off the Con¬ 


gress, the BJP was shedding off its ex¬ 
tremist image. It still had an extremist 
streak and misguided leaders who 
wanted to police India's culture, but it 
became less strident over issues that 
caused suspicion; Article 370, uniform 
civil code and Babri Masjid. The BjP 
seemed to be a clean party and capable 
of providing a corruption-free govern¬ 
ment. The people of India wanted a fresh 
approach, a party that could provide an 
efficient government. Coming to power 
is just one hurdle it had to cross, can it 
live up to tht expectations? 

Excess Baggage 

G oing by the experience of earlier coa¬ 
litions, the BJP government faces 
threats from its partners who may with¬ 
draw support at any flimsy excuse. But 
that is not all: it will have a hard task of 
keeping in check its own party members. 
In order to provide a clean and efficient 
government, the BjP must shed at least 
some of the excess baggage it carries. 
Some of its leaders, for instance, have 
adopted strident stands on cultural issues. 
There is a Uma Bharti, who wants to iso¬ 
late India from influences from abroad 
and a Sushma Swaraj who wants to dic¬ 
tate what people may see on television. 
The world over, fundamentalists try to 
police culture and succeed in keeping their 
countries backward. The BJP may be well 
advised to keep away from the 
Tdlibanisation of India, if it hopes to ex¬ 
pand its base. 

The \ ote tor the BjP is to provide gov¬ 
ernment, not change culture. In any case, 
governments the world over cannot in¬ 
vent and implement culture. Modern tech¬ 
nology ensures that ide.is flow freely 
across the world. F.vcry country picks up 
elements of culture which it linds appro¬ 
priate. For example, in the fast jiaccd 
world of today where people have to run 
to catch Inises and trains, insisting on a 
sanr for ladies or a dhoti for men is ridicu¬ 
lous. jeans and trousers have become 
popular lor the simple reason that they 
I are convenient. 

Likewise, foreign stars and beauty 
contests are part of life now. To stop the 
performance of a foreign artiste like Spice 


Girls at Khajuraho or to rally against 
beauty contests, is quite off the mark. 
Since it is difficult to argue that a perfor¬ 
mance by a foreign artiste w'ill ruin our 
culture, the BJP may be better off trying 
to solve more pressing problems than 
carrying its cultural baggage. Clearly, Mr 
Vajpayee will not only have to pacify his 
allies but will have to control the extrem¬ 
ist cultural police in his own party. The 
fact is that nobody likes restrictions on 
freedom. Any attempt to dictate televi¬ 
sion programmes, dress codes or music, 
will undoubtedly weigh heavily on the 
BJP. 

The party, in fact, stands at a very 
delicate juncture. The Congress has a his¬ 
tory of over 100 years and there is a lot of 
latent goodwill for the party, rooted in the 
struggle that gave us freedom. It is this 
that has preverted the party from being 
wiped out in spite of misdeeds by its lead¬ 
ers. Much of the goodwill has, however, 
been frittered away because of blatant cor¬ 
ruption and arrogance. Nevertheless, the 
partyvan still reclaim the emotional bond 
with the people if it is able to change its 
image. 

The BjP, on the other hand, has no 
such advantage. The electorate has gin¬ 
gerly moved towards it in the hope of 
better gox emant c. Tlu* Janata Dai could 
not build upon tlie chances given to it and 
stands re|ected, its leaders having little 
credibilit) today. The BjP is in a similar 
situation that the Janata Dal was some 
years ago: there are high expectations and 
it would do well to steer away from things 
such as: 

■ compromising too heavily on de¬ 
mands from its allies 

■ demands from hard-line liiiuhttm ele¬ 
ments 

■ demands from the .sHui/cs/ii brigade 
which wants to keep India economi¬ 
cally backward 

■ controversial issues such as building 
temples or destroying mosques 

■ policing culture by trying to control 
television, criticising dresses or deride 
foreign artistes. 

■ demands to go nuclear and thus alien¬ 
ate tite world community. 

The BjP today has to remove the 
stigma attached to its communal stands. 
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The party also has to live down the fact 
that it was a Hindu nationalist who shot 
down the Mahatma. 15y S'^ing it a 
chance, the electorate has reposed great 
faith in it. 

It would he a pitv if the BJP got in¬ 
volved in such things rather than provide 
proper governance The vote in its favour 
docs not consist of die-hard Hindus who 
want to destroy masjids and construct 
temples. A large part of the vote is also 
from disgruntled voters who have seen a 
mockery of government Many educated 
and liberal people have placed their bet 
on the BJP to be able to provide gover¬ 
nance. If the party mistakes its majority 
to mean that it can play around with sen¬ 
timents or culture, it will face a severe 
rejection from which it will take years to 
recover. 

Tasks before a BJP-led 
government 

T HERP arc so many things that can be 
done which will endear it to the people. 
These are the things that have been de¬ 
bated very often but no government has 
been able to come down to brasstarks, sim¬ 
ply because it lost touch w'lth the eli'ctorate 
after coming to power. If the BJP wants to 
create a goodwill of its own, it must take 
action on those issues which touch the com¬ 
mon man. Some of tht'sc are given below: 

Corruption: The Congress 

institutionalised corruption. It is com¬ 
monly believed that those in power can¬ 
not be touched. Man> things need to be 
done to change this perception; make the 
CBl independent, introdiu e transparency 
in government, make politicians person¬ 
ally liable lor losses to the nation due to 
their errors. The BJP al.so needs to make 
examples of proseruiing past leaders 
known lor their involvement in the vari¬ 
ous scandals unearthed in the past. I he 
people are sick ot corruption and any ef¬ 
fort in this direction will endear it to the 
people 

Business and Economy; Thanks to 
a bumbling L'mted I'ront government 
and the South Asian crisis, the economy 
is in shambles. We have seen a period 
of worst economic management in the 
last two years. Steps have to be taken to 


I improve business confidence and to en- 
j courage investments in infrastructure. 

I Interference in business activities by 
I ministers has to be reduced. Transpar- 
i ent policies will reduce this interference, 
i Insurance needs to be,opened up, 

! disinvestment in the public sector must 
I begin, government expenditure re- 
' duced. 

j Government: The time has come for 
! a lean government; it is widely accepted 
I now that the armies of IAS officers have 
, merely created obstacles for development. 

] The Fifth Pay Commission suggested 
; many changes, such as red ucing holidays 
I and increasing the work week. These must 
I be implemented, since the tax-paying 
^ public cannot be expected to support 
! tluisc who harass them. Certain ministries 
' as well as the Planning Commission have 
‘ become redundant in the era of 
{ liberalisation and should be scrapped. 

I Laws, which have become outdated, must 
I be scrapped too. Except in certain areas, 
i the government should pull out and let 
I the private sector provide goods and ser- 
1 vices. 

Infrastructure: There is little doubt 
! that investments arc required in infra- 
' structure. Transportation, power, commu- 
j nications and services have to be 
I improved. While inviting investments in 
i these areas, steps must be taken to con- 
{ trol the ever-growing protest industry, 

: consisting ot people having objections to 
j everything. Personal liability should be 
I introduced for anyone stalls a project 
, which IS later passed. 

Social sector- The need for revamp- 
, ing the education and health care systems 
; has hei'n expressed quite often. Succes¬ 
sive governments have done little about 
tliem. Perhaps the BJP government can 
take initiative in these neglected areas and 
initiate long overdue changes. Some bold 
policy initiatives, such as phasing back of 
reservations, -will be appreciated by 
people. 

The people long for a fresh approach. 
For too long the people of India have seen 
their count.*y suffer because of small 
minds. Will the BJP provide the impetus 
to make the nation great? Or will it, like 
the United Front before it, disintegrate 
into warring groups? 


There are two danger signals. First, 
the Gujarat episode showed that the BJP 
is not as united or disciplined as it ap¬ 
pears to be. Power turned the heads of its 
constituents who have individual ambi¬ 
tions, Mr Vajpayee has an onerous task 
on his hands to keep his constiuents 
happy. 

The Uttar Pradesh episode, on the 
other hand, shows a far greater threat. To 
hang on to power, the party had taken the 
support of known criminals. Many of them 
had been made ministers. Will the party 
have to compromise in a similar way on 
the national level? Should this happen, the 
party can say goodbye to any hopes of 
retaining power. 

Of course the coalition partners 
want to extract their pound of flesh. The 
AIADMK supremo Jayalalitha may want 
the dismissal of the State government 
and to nail her opponents. In West Ben¬ 
gal, the Trinamool Congress led by 
Mamta Banerjee wants to settle scores 
with the Left Front. There will be gieat 
demands on the BJP government for such 
things as the regional groups may want 
their own nanow objectives. Mr Vajpayee 
will besurrounded by landmines and just 
a few wrong moves may erode his cred- 
„ibility. 

The new BjP government faces great 
challenges It remains to be seen whether 
the party leaders can rise up to meet these 
challenges. It it sees power as an end in 
itself, it will be caught up in dirty politics 
that has been the bane ot Indian publi- 
life. The task before Mr Vajpayee i.s not to 
] fall into the trap. If he remains clean and 
i refuses to bow to considerations ot power, 
j he will be seen as a victim His detractors 
j nay succeed in displacing him but should 
j that happen before the full term, he may 
well emerge a hero and lead his party to 
a landslide victory later on. However, if 
the BJP indulges in power politics, the 
party will be booted out by tire electorate 
itself. 

The need of the hour is the return of 
morals and a certain minimum level of 
honesty. The people of Lidia tliink that a 
person like Vajpayee can lead the rebuild¬ 
ing of a nation that was once great. 
Whether he will live up to the challenge, 
despite problems, remains to be seen. 
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Inlgalion: llie Key 10 AgifGURinl 
Deuelepnieiit 


Upfo the end of the Smenllt Five Year 
Plan, agriculture and allied activities were the 
largest contributors to the GDP (Gross Do¬ 
mestic Product), with a share of 33 per cent. 
The end of Eighth Plan saiu the share sliding 
down to the second place with its contribution 
reducing to around 29 per cent. Not that the 
contribution of primary sector declined, but 
both secondary and tertiary sectors grew fister. 
However, with over tzm-third of the total popu¬ 
lation still dependent on agricultural sector, 
the primary sector is going to continue form¬ 
ing the backbone of the Indian economy. The 
experience of past two years, when the indus¬ 
trial growth rate remained subdued, has ex¬ 
ploded the myth of according top priority to 
the secondary sector. The performance oj the 
economy during these two years has mainly 
depended upon the agricultural sector. Agri¬ 
cultural production, in turn, depends liearily 
on the performance of monsoons. Under such a 
scenario, irrigation occupies an important plaLC 
in the economic planning of the country 

Irrigation Potential 

I NDIAN population is gniwing at the rate 
of around two per cent per annum and 
fnrm 844 million during 1991 census is 
likely to cross the one billion murk by the 
turn of the century. On the other hand, 
foodgrain production, whicli was 176.22 
million tonnes in 1990-91, is likely to <'ross 
the record level of 200 million tonnes 
during the next financial year. In other 
words, so far agricultural production has 
been able to cope up with the population 
growth rate. Many factors are responsible 
for consistent performance by the agricul¬ 
tural sector. The use of High \ielding Vari¬ 
ety (HYV) seeds, chemical fertilizers, 
changing cropping patterns and increasing 
irrigation facilities has helped this sector 
to perform well. A series of good monsoons 
also played a major role during the recent 


years. With over 75 per cent of the total 
cropped area still being rainfed, the im¬ 
portance of favourable weather conditions 
is obvious. 

Needless to say that the agricultural 
production may not be able to cope with 
the population increases in future, particu¬ 
larly during the years with adverse 
weather conditions. With majority of the 
area under cultivation dependent upon 
rain water for irrigation, a good long-term 
strategy would be to invest in the cre¬ 
ation and utilisation of irrigation facili¬ 
ties. River, rivulets and ground water are 
the major sources for irrigation and, dc 
pending upon their size, the irrigation 
schemes are classified into minor, medium 
and major irrigation schemes. The plan¬ 
ners realised this problem right from tire 
beginning and the irrigation potential, 
which was 9.70 million hectares before the 
onset of the process of planning, rose to 21 
million hectare at the end of 1‘ourlh I’lan 
and again to around 32 million hectare at 
the end of Seventh I'lan. This potential, 
created by major and medium projects, is 
expected to be around 35 nrillion hectare 
at present. 

Hut utilisation of potential, which was 
nearly 100 per cent at the outset of plan¬ 
ning process, has been declining. To give 
an example, the utilisation of potential at 
the end of Fourth 1 ive Year Plan w'as 18.70 
million hectare, which was around 90 per 
cent This figure derlinc'd to 84 per cent at 
the end of the Seventh Five- Yeai Plan, w lien 
the utilistition of the potential was around 
28 million hectares. 

It can also be deduced that the pare 
of utilisation of irrigation potential is slow. 
There arc several factors responsible for 
tills. After the potenlwl has been created, 
it takes time for crea ting a proper distribu¬ 
tion network in the fe rm of construction of 
field channels and getting the fields ready 


tor effective use of water. The adoption of 
different cropping pattern by the farmers 
over the years also makes the utilisation 
different from the potential. In addition, 
various factors like seasonal pattern of 
water availability and distribution losses 
affect the utilisation of the potential. The 
traditional source ol information on irriga¬ 
tion, provided by the revenue records, has 
j also eroded over tlic years and there is a 
I variation in the information available with 
I Revenue and Agriculture Departments in 
j the States, 
i 

i Minor Irrigation 

i 1 

M inor irrigation schemes have their 
own advantages. Thc*sc schemes re- 
I quire lesser investment, have smaller ges- 
I tation period and are executed mainly with 
■ the use ol local resources. Hilly and diffi- 
i cult areas find it difficult to make use of 
: major and medium projects and such 
1 schemes are suitable for these areas. Avail- 
! ability of lesser quantity of water also re- 
I suits in adoption of minor irrigation 
I schemes. As per the definition adopted by 
: the Planning Commission, all irrigation 
! schemes upto 2tKX)hectare culturable com¬ 
mand areas, are classified as rmno.' irriga- 
I tion schemes In addition, all ground wa- 
i ter structures, including dugwells, 
tubewells, borewells and surface water lifts, 
i are classified as minor irrigation schemes, 

I irrespective of their potential and capacity, 
i As per the minor irrigation census of 
i 1986-87, there were 95 lakh wells, 5.4 lakh 
tubewells and 11.2 million pump sets op- 
I erating in the country. Most of the minor 
I irrigation schemes arc maintained and 
j managed by the local communities. One 
I startling fact which lias come to the light Ls 
that the arrangement for upkeep of these 
systems are crumbling. Community par¬ 
ticipation is on the decline and people are 
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now looking forward lo the government J 
agencies for mamigement, repair and main 1 
t«!nance of these schemt's For example, the ! 
area under tank irrigation, which was 4.78 j 
million hectare in 1%2 c.imc down j 
considerably to ^.(t/ million hectares in 
1985-86, 

Major and medium irrigation schemes ^ 
have their own advantages and disadvan- i 
tages. While the n isl per hectare us lesser in ■ 
the larger schemes, with more assured ' 
water supplies, these schemes have longer j 
gestation period, need large doses of in- j 
vestment and need a bigger network for 
distribution. Moreover, such schemes can 1 
only be executed downstream of a major 
dam or diversion canal. The areas up¬ 
stream, and in the interiors where it is not 
possible for the larger schemes to reach, 
have to depend upon the minor irrigation 
schemes. Gradually, the indentified poten¬ 
tial for major and medium schemes is 
shrinking and it is for the minor irrigation 
schemes, designed and executed at the local 
level, to fill the gaps loft by the larger 
schemes on the one hand, and to gradu¬ 
ally increase the areas under irrigation, on 
the other 

During the Kighth Five Year I’lan, In¬ 
tegrated Wafershi*d Development I’roject 
was executed in all thi- development hliKks 
of Ihecoiinlry, whereone micro water.shed 
each was identified. Adequate funds were 
provided for each micro watershed tor its 
integrated development, depending upon 
its size. Ihe scheme included construction 
ot wafer harvesting systems, irrigation 
tanks, soil conservation works, moisture 
conserwition works etc. These micro wa¬ 
tersheds were also pro\ ided with allied 
benefits like social forestry, supply ot HVV 
seeds, supply ct •.gricultural inputs and 
supply ot horticulture inputs, with the main 
emphasis on soil conservation and water 
Itarvestiiig. It remains to be seen as to what 
impact this sclieme had in the field and 
how it encouraged people to adopt the 
minor irrigation practices 

Micro irrigation system like drip ir¬ 
rigation and water sprinklers, of late, 
have found acceptability with the farm 
ers, Tliese schemes have the advantages 
of using lesser water and being more ef¬ 
fective on the productivity, on the one 
hand, and being area and crop specific. 


on the other. As per one estimate, drip j 
irrigation system results in 60 to 70 per ' 
cent of the yield, on an average. It is also 1 
estimated that the adoption of this sys- | 
tern ot irrigation results in saving upto 
^0 per cent in the inputs like fertilizers, j 
power, pesticides, weedicides and water. ■ 
Though the area under micro-irrigation j 
systems is negligible at present, efforts i 
should be made to gradually increase it, j 
with a view to increase the productivity i 
and reduce the cost of production in the j 
long run. 

Critique 

P OSITIVI: correlation between creation i 
of irrigation facilities and higher pro¬ 
ductivity is well known. But, unfortunately, 
the public investment in the agriculture and 
allied sector has been quite meagre. Ex¬ 
cept during the First and Fourth Five Year 
Plans, when the public sector outlay for 
agriculture sector (includmg Cooperation) 
was 10 and 12.9 per cent, respectively, of 
the gross outlay for the plan. It has fluctu¬ 
ated between 5.7 to 8.5 per cent of the gross 
plan outlay in the remaining Plans, includ¬ 
ing the Annual Plans. This indicates the 
total quantum of capital investment by the 
I government in the agricultural sector. 

I Resultantly, irrigation scheme liave not got 
; due allcnfion With a view to create more 
1 irrigation potential, sustained and heavy 
I investment in the field of irrigation is re- 
I quired to be made by the government. 

! Pri'. atc capital must also be encouraged in 
1 the agricultural infrastructure, including in 
' the irrigation. 

Another areas of attention is proper 
[ and optimum water harvesting and use. 
While proper water harvesting and con¬ 
servation is essential in the drought- 
: prone areas, the other areas need 
■ appiopiiale planning lo make the best 
use of water flowing down the rivers, 
i rivulets and other water sources. Tt is 
ironic that the i-oimtry is struck with 
devastati. g floods in some areas, Avhiic 
. other areas suffer from acute shortage of 
! water and experience drought-like con- 
: ditions. The need, therefore, is to make 
, optimum use of vast water sources by 
diverting necessary funds and resources 
' to this direction. 


Major irrigation projects have their 
disadvantages. Besides needing huge in¬ 
vestment, such projects also need meticu¬ 
lous coordination between tlie partner 
States, V. Iiich is difficult lo achieve due 
to conflicting interests. Moreover, such 
projects have fairly long gestation peri¬ 
ods, cause heavy degradation of environ¬ 
ment and forests and create problems of 
uprooting the population ami its resettle¬ 
ment. Hence, more attention must be paid 
towards development of irrigation 
schemes at the Panchayat level. While 
hilly areas can effectively use the flowing 
water, making use of gravity, the plains 
can make use lo gentle slopes as well as 
pumping. 

There are many other areas which 
need attention. The data base available 
is inadequate. The data is based on the 
reporting by the State agriculture dcpaft- 
ments. These departments do not strictly 
follow the reporting procedure laid clown 
and the data reported has various defi¬ 
ciencies and inconsistencies, rhere is a 
need to create a proper and reliable data 
bank. In addition, people's participation 
in the entire irrigation system has to be 
there. 

Being a priority sector, banks are ex¬ 
pected to extend liberal credit lacilities lo 
this sei'loi But, experience has lieen that 
Banks do not cooperati- in this field and 
the beneficiary is made to run from pillar 
to post. Tile annual cn-dit plans of all the 
banks must necessarily lav down the 
amount lo be advanced tor irrigation 
projects and their achievements nuisl be 
monitored closely. 

At the national level also, there is a 
need to transfer waters from one river 
basin to the other, with a view to meet 
the requirement of water-short aieas. In 
addition, basin-wise water use planning 
IS also essential so that, on the one hand, 
floods arc avoided, and, on Ihe other, 
more water is used tor irrigation. A .Ma- 
tional Water Development Agency was 
set-up in 1982 but very little progress hao. 
been made in the field of inter-basin wa¬ 
ter transfers, mainly because of stiff re- 
i sistance from the partner States. All these 
I areas need due attention by the planners 
j to ensure a quantum jump in the avaii- 
: ability of irrigation. 
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Science 

A double-edged weapon 


S (.irNXI- is an inti-nsc 
instriimi’nt of development 
as well as of deslrurlion, The 
realisation that science can 
infillt seethiiij; scars ot guilt 
on collective human 
consfieiue was witnessed 
during the Second World War, 
when the dropping of atom 
^ homhs on the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki re¬ 
duced them to rubble. The 
same science, if used with 
prudenie and propriety, light¬ 
ens millions ot homes, runs 
hundreds ot factories and lul- 
tn’ates thousands ot farms and 
tields across the globe. 

The fruits of science are 
(here to enjoy and feel excited 
about. The ioni|uest of land, 
water and space b) science 
and technology has reduced 
the uorld into a global village 
I but, '1 the hands of wayward 
I w.irlord.. scienie and 
teihiioU'gv can become an 
mimical i.istr.cinenl ot death 
and destruction. 

Science, through satel¬ 
lites, has biought about revo- 
lutionarv impnnemenis in the 
world ol communications, in¬ 
formation technology, v/ealher 
torecasting and enlertauunent 
Sitting at home, drn ing on the 
highways or flying in the air, 
one can interact with anyone, 
anywhere under the sun, w'ith 
the help of communication 
gadgets that science and tech¬ 
nology have placed in the 
hands of one and all. The new 


vistas that information tech¬ 
nology has opened, has en¬ 
abled man to see beyond the 
visible horizons and explore 
the new worlds dotting the 
cosmos. But the same science 
has also equipped those with 
evil intentions and morbid 
motives with devices with 
which they can inyade the pri- 
vali' lives of people and violate 
their fimdamental rights of life, 
movement and close 
relationships. Terrorists have 
realisi'd how' technology, so 
easily available, can be 
misused Criminals can use jails 
as guest houses with the bars 
not proving any barrier in con¬ 
trolling their criminal fiefdonrs 
via their cellular telephones 
Nothing demonstrates this 
ab|cct misuse ol science as 
ostensibly as when 
pornography flows luichecked 
on the internet. 

The stupendous strides 
made in the tields ol medicine 
and surgery, agriculture, hor¬ 
ticulture, sericulture and the 
like. Kith quality and quantity- 
wise, health-care, saniCitiun, 
re-cycling of scwei-water and 
garbage, etc speaks I'olumi-s ol 
the benevolent lole that sci 
erne and technology hai'e 
bivn playing across the length 
and breadth ot the world. The 
way relief and rehabilitation 
measures are taken in the 
wake of natural calamities, 
gives science and technology 
the pride of place that it rightly 






deserves. The iimcrete and 
constructive role ol scieiue 
gets a knock when we think ol 
the manufacture and use ol 
chemical and biological 
weapons in a war. The conse¬ 
quences of their use on human 
beings shows the most ugly 
tace of science It in lutiire 
some scienlisls, despite 
protests and criticism, go in lor 
cloning of human species, this 
W'ill confer on science a most 
devious and dubious distinc¬ 
tion, lor which more brickbats 
and less bouquets will be 
otlerixl. S lence with scruples 
can guarantee health and hap¬ 
piness to a iivilised society. 
Sciences that deal with life pro- 
ces,.es i annul avoid questions 
comerned with the goals, 
ends, and purposes ol life 
Man's brain laii create 
things which his will mav not 
he able to control, lo a lay man 
It seems as li scieiice were till¬ 
ing a vast dilemma. Silence, 
essentially, is the search tor 
truth, nolwithsl.inding its 
practiial utility in every walk 
ol iile. Bui, It IS this sanii' 
search tor Inill. that has 
brought our civilisation li' thi 
brink of destriuiion, ami we 
are confronted by llv' tiagii 
iiciny that when we have been 
most siictessfulm pushing out 
the boundaries ot knowledge, 
we have most endangered the 
possibility of liuman lile on 
this planet The pursuit of 
truth has at last led us lo the 


tools or weapons by which we 
can iHiiselves become the 
di'slnners of our own 
institutions. We have leached 
such a situation where our sci- 
enlisls cannot allord tic be 
concerned solely with fai t and 
not at all with \alue and 
purpose ol their cllorts, 
passions .ind pursuits. 

Iwo things that have cor¬ 
rupted the sciences and pro¬ 
fessions, ot course, are money 
and power A hundred years 
ago. the Ini<sc7.-filin' ideology 
may have been adequate for 
the needs of both scientists and 
society loda v, however, the ar¬ 
guments for unliampered 
science are as irrelevant as the 
.irgiimenls ior free private en¬ 
terprise bv mammoth corpora¬ 
tions 111 the arguments lor an 
unregulated press by the mass 
media monopoliis 

Ihe eonteinporary siien- 
lisl must, then, faie the ethical 
problem Doctor l austus con- 
Ironteil I'nfeltereil l.'eedom 
till- developmental scieiiie is 
no longi-r tolerable Snenlists 
iheiiiselvi-s reeiigmse it, as was 
eviileiil in the bad conscienees 
ii( some ol those who built the 
atom bomb, gas chambers and 
the like. In any case. Ihe prob¬ 
lem of world order is here, 
built into contemporary devel 
opmental science There is no 
way to avoid it, and we niust 
recognize that efforts to con- 
liol science must be integrated 
throughout the world. 
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Shouiii one be a Vegetarian? 


C oiilnuim^I’ll' licl'iih '-on i'i("^tfroqiwiitly 
aski'J ti'pi' > III \'roii/’ iliM'ii-'-'ii'ii'y III ciiin/icf/- 
tiif I'VHfMs, ||l|'^ tilin' (I'l' hike iij’ II topii' which 
llIT^ ;;illili'tl llltIMlIillli'' till lil'CI llic win III Al- 
llwii'ili :i iii't cm I'l.'/"!" ■■■■•^nilinllii ti iiiiiticrof 
pi‘r\oiiiil pn’ici'cih r. tin ili’liiilc 
iiinimi -- pi!'.-^::iiiiil!' iC'iiii'imi’'- fi'oiii iiilcociilcuol 
hofii iiirni-ciiti'i 1 iiiiil . 'c\'(’/iia/ 7 »N In Him miiiti', 
or -<11111 lip Hic iih^iiiiiciil- on I'olli .sii/i's in o 
coiiiprclicimu'c dmt 

Mr A I-rii'inls, tudiiv v\o h.ivf .111 

inli’n>'.lini', tdpn- ivliich Iw*. no dcuibl 
Iwn licR’i’lv ik'l'.ili'd VL'rv olU'ii Ihori’ 
lire two sides to file deb.ilo on one lund 
is the m-ed for b.il.inted nie.ils .ind 
inifritive ku'ds vvliu b eome Irom .inmul 
sources, on the otlier, there is .i niovi'- 
ment th.it s.iys th.it heiiif; vej;et.ii i.in Is 
the n.i'ie,nl .ind he.ilthv vv.iv The me.it 
industiv h.is become so e\|))oit.iti\e .ind 
cruel th.it .1 seems mhiim.iii to r.iise 
<inim.ils merelv lor their llesh. I lien' is 
jlso .111 incre.ise ol dise.ist's lh.it .irise 
hec.iiise ot qiiesfion.ible re.iriii); pr.utices 
The w.iv nw’.it is prodiked in m.iny p.irts 
ol the world is most imh\eienic .led 
m.iv ..iiise uinv.lilted side elli’vls .uid 
illnesses Ikil tlien, even those who .ire 
ve^et.iii.m .ilso suiter Irom dise.ises so o 
IS ditli. lilt to [’lit the bl.ime oiiK on the 
llpi's el lends ih.ll We iMl 1 r.inklv, it is 
dilin nil 1.11'.iss .1 indpemeiit on either 
the ilie.ii I’l ve _'t.ible t liters. I sii;’i;est 
th.it v.e siiiii np the views on both sides 
.ind see uheliie' we c.iii lonie to .1 
coni'iiisiun 


MrB 


would s.u lh.it I’eiiij; lej;- 
et.llMil is to he nioie lie.illhv Ihis is 
bci.iiise we do lie! know ivh.it we in.n 
be (Mini); .ilone e ilh, the me.il l ot 
example, medicines .in.i .iddilives are 
added to the diets oi animals to prevent 
them Irom l.illnie si.T oi to rn.ike them 
latter When we eat tlieir meat, the s.imc 


; thiiif's go inside our bodie.s. 'I he effects 
ot these may become evident onlv in 
; several years. These days we find that 
the effectiveness ot anti-biolics on the 
luim.in body is decreasing and many 
, disea.ses are staging a umie-liack. "The 
i reason lor Ihis can be tr.iced to our 
I li.ibits ol meat-i'.iling' anii-biotics are 
, routineh' given to animals to prevent 
infections and the same goes into our 
‘ .systems along with the meat Slowly, our 
i systems develop immunitv to tlit drugs 
and when w'e fall sick, our bixlies are 
, incapable ot lighting the infections 

■ Moreover, lair bodies are jiisi not made 

I lor meat-eating. We would all be happier 
I it we ate the natur.il wav, which is the 
vegi'tarian wav 

MrC I disagree with vou. What do 
vou mean b\ 'natur.il wav"? VVhatevei 
' we eat is natural, so we cannot s.iy that 
certain kind of loods are natural and 

■ other: are not. The fact is that we are all 
depi’ndent on animals lor our daily 
nutritive needs Most vegetarians, tor 
iiistanie, li.ive no ob)ectioi’ to dunking 
milk and consunimg related products Ni 
nobody is .i [Hire vegetarian in the true 
sense of the woid There is exploitation 
111 the production ot milk and butter too 
Suiely, the additives that vou mention 
would be present not only in meat but 
m all .inini.ll (irodints too. How can we 
s.iy tli.il a certain food is natural and the 
other is not’ Seiondlv, can you really do 
without milk, butter and cheese'^ 11 vou 
sav that consuming these things is 
natural hut eating meal is not, vou are 
[list being dishonest Veget.ibles loo are 

. grown ilh artifici.il lertilisers and 
pesticides these days, so they may be 
harmtul loo That is why I do not accept 
your argument that eating me.it is 
unhealtliy. II it is nutrition you want, 
meal is tiic only answer as a vegetarian 


, diet lacks many things. In the past wc 
' could have been vegetarians but today 
the world has become highly eompeti- 
tive. W'e nevd the energy to work more 
than 12 houis a day. II we stick to 
veget.ibles, chance's are that we will be 
biirned out bv the end ol the day and 
w ill not h.we the energy to face the 
world 


MrD Surely, vini do not moan lo 
say that all vegetarians l.uk energy 
levels If vou I.Hif irouiul vou vou will 
find tli.il some ot the most eneigelic 
peo['le m.iv be vegetarians, hei.uise that 
■ IS nioie .1 m.itlei ol outlook .ind not 
what you e.il In Indi.i .it li'.i'-t, it is 
miportiUil lo be vegetarian (kir e(ius 
. menlion Ih.il food i.tn be yilon or 
lair-<ic, nic'.mmg that we are vvli.il vve 
eat Our Icinpeianienl is governed bv 
' what vve eat. .\ hiiimu diet will i.uwe iw 
' Id be V loleiil .md we iv ill hav e little 
control over our senses Ih.il is whv 
crime is increasing all over the unintrv. 

vegetarian [iiT.son will not give m to 
bouts ol tenipi'r and will be .ible li. 
lOnlrol himselt in limes .'I stress I hi'se 
i ijualities are .ilso impoilanl lo tail the 
conipelitive world. It is wrong to s.u 
that onlv a non v egeUri.m diet givi"- 
energy and is essential lor toil.iv's 
world I Would s.iv th.ii loi a po[iulous 
. counirv like ours, n is trinen.il lo adv o 
e.ile me.il-e.iliiig, becaii'-e prodi'cmg 
me.il ri.|uin's diversion .)! loud grains. 
Someone has lakulati'd that (> Kg ot 
foodgrain is reciuirc'd to pioduce i kg ol 
meal. V\ li.it could have ted a man lor a 
whole month will be consLim(''cl bv 
another in a lew days. 


MrE 1 do iKil think you an right, 
because it is not that people arc poor 
hecdiisc icHidgrains are diverted to 
amiiMls liven it v/e stopped eating 
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meat, the poor people will not get the 
grains because the economu system is 
such, lor that, corrertions have to be 
made in the public distribution and the 
whole ecuiioniic strucliiie I do not 
acci'pt the argument that eating meat is 
unhealthv eitb.i'r. That's because most 
developed nations are inciit-eating 
nations. This does not mean that all 
Tuiopeans and Americans are unheallhv. 
Or, going by voui Ib.eorv of >a(i'ii' lood, 
are the\ ,ill V lolenl' That is moie a 
matter ol one's personalitv than what 
we eat \or can wc sav that there is less 
\ iolence in our i viunirv be» aiise many 
people are vegetarian" We ,iie oerhaps 
the same as anv people in the world 
Mental make-up eannol be governed bv 
food, so these theories .ne outdated 1 el 
us talk sciem e and not lution. 

Mr A 1 am glad vi'u brought up 

other countrie" beeause people aie 
turning towards vegetari.in lood in 
main parts in llie world The wav that 
animals aic evpkiited luis i mated many 
problem" in the West Tlieie was llie 
mad-ci’w dise.we in l iiio|X‘ and the 
ihiiken flu that u suited ev sl.iughliT of 
poullrv buds m Hong koiig. both 
diseaM's aiosi- beuiiise ol exploitative 
rearing ol aniinais bv tin- meat industiv 
I here are other i ommon liiseases w hii h 
are passes! Iiom .iiiimals to humans, like 
lapetvonn .ind .Salmonella but this i.s 
not all. V\]io knows ,iboul the dangers 
lurk,.ig in live tulum' 1 he wav that 
animals -m kept and bred m.iv cause 
diseases to break the barrier belw-een 
animals and humans Uc an silting on .i 
tune homh which lannot be dilfiised 
until we ihange our w ,i\s anil beioirie 
vegetarian" 

MrB The danger ol diseases break¬ 
ing the animal o.irnei is \er\ loal in¬ 
deed llie reasons are not l.n to seek, 
beiau.se ol the wav th,il anim.iis are 
re.ired these davs. 1 think >1 would be 
cdiieative loi all meal-ealers to visit the 
places where ajimvals are kept and 
.slaughlered and see lor themselves how 
unhygienic and cruel the conditions are. 
Take poultry The birds are kept in 
crowdini cages. Sojr.etimes they become 


aggres-sive and to prevent them from 
hurling each other, their beaks are 
chopped olf. In some cases drugs am 
given to fatten them up, to the extent 
that their legs cannot support their 
weight .Animals such as goals and cows 
are letl to wander in the open, eating 
garbage. I’lgs wallow m tilth. 1 almg 
such animals would ccrtainlv he imhv- 
gieiiii and they mav harbour all kinds of 
diseases and infections. lo make cheese. 
lU'W-born calves are slaughtered to 
extiact an enyyme trom the stomaih 
I'urther, it one I.' tks at slaughter houses, 
one will see the callous disregard loi 
hvgiene Most operate hevimd their 
capai ities 1 he ehanees ol acquiring 
inlections troin sneii meat are leitamlv 
very high Would it not be better it we 
stuck to vegetarian ways msteaeP 

MrC You an- right when you sav 
that meal may not be processed hvgieni- 
callv in .some e.ises The answer to that 
IS that w(' should cntorce standards for 
(iennlinoss It does not me.m that we 
should slop eating meal II vou nh|ecl lo 
meat on these grounds, perhaps you 
should look at the wav that vegetables 
are grown. They may be irrigated with 
dirtv water or gnvwn m artilicial 
tertiliseis So there is no ditteienie 
between meat and vegetarian lood on 
that count As f<ii ascruellv ision- 
cerneil. well, one can sav that killing 
animals loi lood is criiei. but then llul is 
the law ol natuie. In the lood chain, the 
bigger animal eats the smallei one II 
thev ■-lopped killing lor limd, tlw 
would die ol luiinyer II humans kill tor 
lood, it IS [List one ol those things th.it 
we Iiave lo aceepl. Moreover, me.il- 
ealing is not a phenomenon that lias 
arisen recenlK but has existed loi 
centuries Whv discus" this thing now. 
espeiiallv when it is an acci pted kn I 
that f.vnie animals have always been 
raised lor mc’al? 

MrD I am not against incal-oating 
I’l'r heiause it is a m.titer of personal 
choice. However, people hav e killed 
irresponsibly to the extent that some 
species are extinct todav'. Many binis 
have bit'll redii ed lo small niimbc!" 


! because they have been hunted lor their 
, meat. One e.xiimple ol this is the gmal 
Indian bustard and there could be so 
many other species lli.ll have been 
hunted relentlessly. How can ihi" lie 
justilied? Raising animals foi meal is 
. one thing, but hiiiUing is quite another 
The government has done well lo ban 
himting but even todav. wealtliv and 
inlluential people are able to indulge in 
hunting, killing m.mv eiidangeieil 
species Whichever Wiiv vou look at it, it 
appears that being vegetarian is more 
healthy and res|uinsible .Animals will 
eat what liiev will, hut man has the 
powei lo make I hold's Wilt IV'I eluii’se 
sonw'lhmg that laiises lui haim lo 
animals’ \liei .ill, we aie m.i made like 
I arniv onnis animals like ligeis .md 
lions We do not belong lo tin ii l.imilv 
The West has reab'.ed that iiu-al eating is 
not very heallhv, whnh expi.iiiis the 
movement toward', vegetari.in lood in 
tliiise eounlnes A link has heen estab¬ 
lished, tor instance, helvxeen iev]mie 
nieiil ol meal in the I S.A with 
deslriKtion I'l r.mi lorest'- in Snitli 
•America Win not Icaiii lu'in tln ir 
mistake" rather ilian go Ihioiigh the 
same route’ 

MrE tills IS a nev''r ondiii;; deh.ite 
and ilearlv, tin re an no i le.ii .inswers 
We can \vi-!l ...iv that w ii.il one i ,iis is a 
matter ot |ii'i'-.oiial I'hoii !• I In .iigmnent 
that vegeliinaii lood is hcal'lnei seems 
ti oe wrong I'd an c ton",cv'l\ 111 the 
dovekipeil w orlvi, l.n b i. i’i....ioi''i 


n.'iith noi'-', ( gel.II i.i 


b-.;iioi II ,iji 


uHinlries like oiii" V\i di'iiii’l 
geiu'ialise .il'onl .iiu kiiul o! dii-i m'' hi 
olliei bill uIll'll wi ' .neI ' Ilii.n 
spei les 111 In'. ■ 'iiio !■> Inn I or vx In I the 
piessiiro on ,i'> .nl.ihli !i'"onri e . lend . lo 
gel stiong. w I' slioiikl look ,il (Inwi 
looils whn li I an i ato' to largo |'o|'iil,i 
lions 111 ihecon'ing d'ais, j',ipiik,ti(ni 
I'li'ssiiu will leilainiv nil le.ise, so lIu 
need l.’r slialegies to leed l.ii;',i'i 
po|iulalioii'. \1 Ihe s,line lime animal 
bleeding piaetues h,ue lo be mijiroved 
il we aie not lo beiome v n Imis ol 
epidemics 1 he rc"|'onsibi|it\ li'i ilns 
lies on all, '.vhi'lln i we are nie.il I'.ili-rs 


APHIl ■BOCOMPl-.TITIONMAnTEH 763 


CAREER 






Careers hi the Social Sector 


A*. Iht' wdiJil IS bcniniiiig incrtMsingly 
tnatei'ialistii, .inoihiT Irmci is distinctly 
evident main young people want to do 
something lor society. There is a great sat¬ 
isfaction in doing something for others 
which cannot be equalled by any high-pay¬ 
ing joh I'xen those working in full-time 
jobs want to do some social work in their 
spare lime. The social sector, indeed, offers 
fulfilment of higher level needs In the West, 
dissatisfaction with the rat race causes 
people to opt for jobs that help solve social 
problems and it is happening to some ev- 
tent in India too, though mobility is smaller 
in this country. It may be said that it is noble 
in working for others and help those who 
may not be as privileged as we are 

Scope. The scoi,H* of social work is very 
wide. There is a need tor peofile who can 
provide help to the disadvantaged people 
of society. Tliere are centres (or rehabilita¬ 
tion for drug addicts, oqihancd children and 
people with disabilities. C bunselliiig, both 
c*diicational and psychological, is atjuired 
tliese days by a largo section ol the popula¬ 
tion. There are opportunities in health care, 
community policing, adoplion, enviionmen- 
tal protection, culture, and so on. Hie areas 
in which one can contribute are limitless. 

The .aicial stvior consists of Non •( lo\- 
ernment Organisations (NCitK) and insti¬ 
tutions prosiding services to different 
sections of society Many are engaged in 
research and publishing while olheis ,ire 
active in solving problems at the grassrool 
problems In the latter group, we find quite 
a tew celt'brities and Ihi’ names ot Medha 
Palkar, .Nnna Ha/aro and Sunderl.il 
Bahuguna easily mme to mind 

An idealistic youngster who wants to 
do something lor tlie country may, thus. In- 
attracted to the social sector. 1-orliinalcly. it 
is now more than an oi cupation ol the idle 
and is becoming prote--sionaiis»'d to some 
extenl. Institutes olter degrees and diplo¬ 


mas in social work, after which permanent 
positions can be obtained in organisations. 
Salaries have risen as well, with generous 
infusion of funds from the government and 
foreign agencies. 

Working in an NCiO or a funding 
agency may in fact be quite lucrative these 
days. High profile urban N( iOs these days 
o vn prune property and buildings match¬ 
ing the best in the corporate sector. There 
are additional perquisites in the torm ol 
trips abroad on junkets financed by the UN 
and other international agencies. Seminars 
are held in luxurious hotels, causing some 
people to comment that talking about pov¬ 
erty and pollution is one o( the most up¬ 
coming protessions in our country today! 

Qualifications There arc no basic quali¬ 
fications to get into the stK'ial sector- all you 
nivd is a burning desire to do sometlaing tor 
six'ielv f lowec er, a Master in Social WeKan- 
(MSW) degiee, rural management or any 
mastei-s' degree in scx'ial scienci-s ^vill help. 
Tlie well known institutes for these studies 
an- lata Institute ot Social Si iemes, .Vliirnliai, 
the Xa\ ler Institute of Sx'i,il Sciem es, Ranchi, 
and the Institute of Rural Management, 
,Anand Degra-sin eiwininment and loreslri' 
managi'ment <ire aKo ottered bv other insli 
lutes. Apart from tiiis, diplomas can be ob¬ 
tained in specific areas liki- those for the 
hearinj’ impairi-d, phvsicalli' handicappi-d 
and old age Somi-organisations trainx'olun- 
leers themselves 

It is, howe\ er, not mx i-ssar\' to have a 
to:nut! MSV\' degree it you aie qiialitied in 
any field, you can do vour bit. ,\law ver, for 
instance, can piox’ide tree legal ser\ ices hi 
the undei privileged. manager can pro¬ 
vide marketing skills to a ciHiperative. Char- 
tenxl .icrountants can act as professional 
fund raiders and provide services to 
organisations which mav be engaged in 
social work and may not have resources to 
hire tlicir sen ices. Many NCiCts arc engaged 


in publishing and they need journalists, 
graphic designers and desktop publishing 
experts. Teachers can join in by helping to 
educate poor children. Those who have 
some M.Phil. and I’h.D. can find jobs in the 
social sector too, as much research is con¬ 
ducted by the NCiOs. International funding 
agencies, notably from Canada, Swexien, 
1 lolland, Norway and nvinyotlier countries, 
lun-e their oltices in India and rc-quire pro- 
tcssionals for their oihces. 

Two branches - There are two distinct 
brain hc-s in the social sector. The first is to 
work in an aclivisi organisation which 
actually helps the disadvantaged. II vou 
have a genuine concern tor doing some¬ 
thing for tlie society, look for small set-ups 
in villages. I he drawback is that small 
NCiOs do not have miii h hinds. Moreover, 
working for a crusader like Anna fla/are 
or ,Mi-dha I’atkar involves some amount ol 
-hardship It requires a truly- motivated 
person to go and stav m a village these 
days, though it must be said that working 
with such pixiplecan begivatly satisf-, ing, 

the second option is to work lor the 
high pniflle N(.i( )s lealured in new.spapcrs. 
They publish articles and hold --emmars 
on wildlile conservation, environmental 
pollution, child labour and AlDb aware¬ 
ness Many organisations in the country 
work '.n lliis way and solvi pniblems 
llirougb seminars, making films and pub¬ 
lishing piamphlets Such urban NUOshave 
gixid salary struciiiros, so working with 
them is quite hicra.tive in terms of money 
and plivsical romlorts. 

Drawbacks: A word of warning may 
be in oaier here, l-ew people can make long¬ 
term careers here, since NGOs are basically 
one-man organisations. Even the big NGOs 
aa- run by the founder along with family- 
members and friends. The founders are 
highly individuahslic people, lack profes¬ 
sional management and often, it is diffi- 
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cult to get along with them. Working in an 
NGO may be like working in a small com¬ 
pany. Jobs may not be secure, especially if 
one wants to stand out. Often, the director 
is also the principal tund-raiser and the 
management style is dictatorial, though 
they may prolcss democrac>’ tor others. 

The seiond major problem is that 
many NCiOs are started by bureaucrats and 
politicians for the sole purpose of corner¬ 
ing government funds, which they can 
extract because ot their influence. Such 
agencies have no interest in social service 
or upliftment of others The Council for 
Advancement of People’s Action and Ru¬ 
ral Technologies (CAPAR'I) has blacklisted 
over .SOO such fiaudulent agencies and anv 
professional who worked in such an 
organisation would have been very frus¬ 
trated indeed. Third, N'GOs are registered 
under the Societies Act so the protection to 
workers in industries is not available. 
Unlike the corporate sector, tliere arc no 
disclosure norms for NGOs. Many \'G(^s 
are known to pay less than minimum 
wages and employ child labour even while 
claiming to work for upliftment for the 
poor. It is unfortunate that because of the 
activities of some organisations, the whole 
sector has begun to be seen suspicitmsly. 
The acti\ ities of some N( It )s have resulted 
in a bad name lor the sector so one should 
be careful wliile seaiclung lor jobs. 

The solution is not to look at a canvr in 
ilie social sector Iroin a long-term perspis- 
tive One can work in the .\'(,0 tor a li‘w 
yearsani • return topnite.-vsion alti'rlliat. ,'\llei 
all, protesting about filings as tbc Miss \V( ,rld 
and llie Yanni show on sr'cial groiuuls would 
tend to get tedious after a while So would 
piiblisliing Ixioks <ind nugazines lor a small 
number of readers. 

Options Abroad. Alleinalelv, it one 
feels very strongl v about social servue one 
can start one's own set-up and tr\ to help 
others. Such an option must necess.irib bi‘ 
on a part-time basis, since generating rev¬ 
enues would be difficult. In the West, \’ol- 
untary work has a different meaning and 
organisations like Greenpeace have made 
major impact on public policy. In India, that 
kind of activism is still a dream. So. an¬ 
other option for the social worker could be 
to go abroad. The academic qualification 
for professional social service in the US is 


How you can work in the social sector 

It is not necessary to have a formal degree in social work. You can do your 
bit no matter which profession you are in. Here is what you can do to help' 

Educators: Contribute in awareness campaigns. Provide educational coun¬ 
selling services. 

Doctors; Provide free medical services to the under-privileged. Help fight 
drug addiction. 

Psychiatrists; Provide counselling services to the mentally disturbed. Help 
the physically disadvantaged. 

Scientists, Engineers: Build awareness about pollution and provide solu¬ 
tions tor energy saving and better living 

Journalists: Awareness campaigns. 

Artists, designers : Provide exhibition or educational material tor public aware - 
ness 

Lawyers: Provide free legal services to the under-privileged. Participate in 
public interest litigation. 

Others; Help orphaned children, battered wives, dowry or rape victims, adop- 
[ tion services. 


thv Biiccaiaurvcitv degree in SocidI Work 
(BSW). There are more than 380 accredited 
BSW programmes available in the US. The 
Master of Social Welfare is a two-year 
programme. I-urtiier, one can do Doctor in 
Social Work (DSW) or Ph.D. in Social Work. 

Salaries' The salary level lor an MSW 
in till' US IS around 530,000 per year and in 
hospitals a social worker who works lull- 
time can earn $33,000 The as erage .salary 
foi social workers m the government was 
about 5-14,000 per vear, in 1W5 In India, a 
social worker can start with a .salary ot 
about Rs S,i)()(l per month which may ri le 
depemhng on the organisation you w'ork 
lor. rhere are no fixed salarv stnicliii'i’s 
siiue .\Gt.)s are highl\ individualistic but 
certain large outlits do ha\ e pay stales 

Addresses tor social work courses; 

1. I)i|ilonia in Hearing, 1 anguage 
and Speet h lor the 1 learing Impaired is tif 
leriK,! bv Ali ^a\ar lung National Institute 
tor the Hearing 1 landicapped, Bandia Kei • 
lamalion. Hanilra (W), Mumbai - 40(1 (I30. 

2. C'oursesin l‘hvsiotherapy,CVi.u- 
palional Iherapy and Mental Retardation 
are otfered in Cuttack, Calcutta and 
Secur.ierabail by Rehabilitation Council ot 
India, Vishnu Digamber Marg, New Delhi 

- no 002. 

3. Diploma in Mental Retardation 
is offered in different Stales by National 
Institute for Mentally Handicapped, 


Manovikas Nagar, Sc'cunderabad - 500 009. 

4.1’G Programme in Rural Manage¬ 
ment is offered by Institute of Rural Man¬ 
agement, Anand - 388 001. 

5. fvlA in Social W'ork is offered by 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Sion 
Trombay Road, Deonar, Mumbai - 400 088. 

6. PG Course in Rural Development 
and Social Work is ottered by Xavier In¬ 
stitute of Social Service, Piirulia Road, 
R.\nchi - 834 001 

7. MA m Social Work is oHeii’d by 
Kiinikshelra University, Kurukslietra -13611‘). 

8 M.-\and Diploma in Social Work is 
ottered by Luckiunv L'niversity; l.ucknow 
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BANK P.OJRBi/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

QuesUons on Social and 
Economic Problonis 


Q. Aflci 5(1 vi'.irs of the country's 
indepencli'nie, both the l’l<inniiig Com- ; 
mission arut planning .seem to be strug- 
gling for survival. Discuss the issue, ' 
highlighting why we still need the Plan¬ 
ning (ominission. 

Ans. I Hie to Ihi-i'i iiiuimu'crisis in the I 
coiiiili\ in l'(‘M, Ihi’ic h.is been .in .uup- i 
tiiiuvoi cionoiiiii lilnT.ilis.ilion, striii liir.il 
relorms ,inil ghih.rlis.itinii nl the ecnnimn 
Surprising'), wlieii these ch.inges were 
ni.Kle, the I’l.innine, C onuiiissiun was side- • 
lined.ind not coiisulled In l.ut. It vv.is kej't 
iiiitol thef'nluv in.iking Irameworkin the 
relnrtn legiiiv It h.|s been said that this 
alsi) liajij'ened hei.iuse the ( oiTimission 
w.is lie) prep.iied lo .u\ept t'le l.ir-re.uh- 
ing iin()iualions ul ei .iiu'inu liher.iiisalMn 
le.iiling to an expanded r. tie for (he pri\ ale 
sei lor and siriii liii'.d leloiins rei]ii!riiij; 
downsi/ing ol the goviiiinient in the n.i- 
linnai eionomv \loiei'\ ei, there were .iKo 
altenip'.stiMesi-,1 peili(.\ ihanges.both Iroin 
within and outside theC .nnmi.saon 

Wh.il \\ .iss!iiposing w.is that inste.ui 
ol lakings.inu lesponsibilits loi llu'pn'- 
l‘■•‘'l eiononm' sitiialioii and tlie l'''M .t.- 
sis, the I oiiiinissii'ii .ittempted t.' oppose 
in a Militle w <M thi iil’eialisat.oii 
piograninii' and sirin liiral retoinis fins 
united the '.xi' •• o! tin ii'lormers m the 
nen g'■ eronieiu llu.isoiilv nati'i.il then 
thil tile ( o'liiniss.on v\,is ign.ired Ihe 
t oniiiiissioo ihas ign lied the realities .ii 
theniiii'lii '.ii.o \v.isi., iou'dIn thel in.iiice 
Minislrx IlieWodd Bank llieieloiestarlid 
piessiiiiMng the gox•'iniiienl todisin.ihlle 
the Lommissioe. oi reilus. t ti> a develop 
ii.ent hank 

In ihl light (.it tliesi aspeits, oiU’i.'n 
pose the i|iies|ion u hi ther economic plan¬ 
ning ap.it !’l moiiv; C oiimii .sum are le.illy 
needed to guide the ..ninti' This is par- 
l.eiilarli iinportanl Insaiise the i.oinniis- 
Ms'e. hail bei'ii in.nnii resp.insihle lor 


allocation of public sector investment. With 
the advent of market forces, the role ot tlie 
iiimmission has been questioned. Is the ■ 
Commission relevant in the light ol indus- 
Iridl delicensing, deregulation? 

We can proi ide .in answer lo this if 
u e understand that there are still sociall) 
important areas when' the private sector 
may not enter and market forces m.w not • 
clearl) assess the demand and generate the 
supply of certain I'ssenlial social needs ami ! 
services. These would include sale drink- ' 
ing ivater, primary he.ilth services, primarx’ ■ 
ediii.ilion, link roads lor villages, food se 
curili (or the poor and housing for the 
poor. I lu’si: are essential for m.iking the 
lile ot ordin.iry Indians more meaningful 
This IS also the case with primary health 
service .ind primarx’ education. 

Du'se argiinienis also hold good loi 
.iri'as like iirb.in slum improvement. Invest- 
nu-nl in these activities is unrenuinerative 
at present Bill these involve positive ex¬ 
ternalities and are important Irom the so- 
I’lelal poinl of view Hence it boionies 
impori.inl that llu’gox eminent inlerxenes 
in the lorin ol investment and delivery ol 
these ser\ ices 

l.ogK .ill\, thegoveriiinenl'sinterven¬ 
tion is desir.ible in Ihe pro\ ision ot most 
b.isi. needs siiiie these can't Be provided : 
bv the pill ate sector and market seiviie-' 
do not l.nour them under the libeialise.l 
regime. 

We cannot complelelv ignore the role 
that Ihe ri.inning (. ommission has pl.ived 
e.iiTier in tlie di-vekipmenl ot the country. 
Basil iiii-.istrii's have developed India has 
been able to produce a wide variety of 
manufactured goods bec.iuse ot the public 
sector orientation that the industrial de- . 
x elopment strategy had—especially the ' 
Second I’l.in onwards. The problem, how- ' 
ever, was that this strategy started getting 
distorted in the seventies and ninv the 


public sector indiisti lai unils have become 
white elephants I he piohlem was, thore- 
toro, with the wav Ihe inv eslmenl strategy 
was implemented and used tor promoting 
private investment 

The mv I stineiit .slr.ilegv, u hii h should 
have hern cli.ingrd earlier w.is ih.mged 
veiv kite in IWl | he intraslriii lui.il base 
is novv tniind inadequate and needs snb- 
stanti.il mvestnieiit rndoiibtedly; the pri¬ 
vate seilor can invest but the sum is so 
enormous th.it the government interven¬ 
tion is needed 

.■\lso, while lihiralis.ilion li.is been 
initiated into the mdiisiri.il and (stinie) 
intrastructuie sivlors. .igiieulture uTiieh 
supports 1)7 I'eriv'iitol the l.iboiir lone in 
theioimtiv iind I'orilnbutes 'llpenenlol 
I iDl’ has not lieen .ib!i lo atli.ii 1 ,ule..|uate 
investmeni .ind -leilil .Agiiciiliiire 
m.iinlv in the priv.ile se.i.'r aiivl vast 
m.isses ol pi'ople depi ;iii on it l.ir then 
livelihood -Niter lii'i'ialis.ilion and rediu 
lion ot import duties the terms oi hade 
have st.uteil turnni;’, in l.iV()ur ol .ig,iicul 
Inn I'■lll1ks and Iih.iiili.iI in'-titiilions Jtovv- 
evei still hesitate to lov cs! .ind ii nd to the 
agrici'ltlir.il se.loi. 1 iie I’l,inning ■, oinnus- 
sioiu.iii pl.iv .m impv'il.int role in divicsi 
lying .igriviiltiiie aikl mikn'g it an 
econ.imii allv .illi.Klive o.. up.itioe, 

Moreovei, tlieie i-. one we.iis .spot in 
thedev'ilopnieiilpiocess which needs look 
ing into biitli inler-bt.ite and intr.i-St.ite 
tegioii.il disiMnlies 1 liese can get lurther 
.11 lentii.iled it development is driven by 
market tones (vnlv Ihe government's in¬ 
tervention is ni'cessarv to moderate .ind 
minimise tiie legi.iiial disparities m the 
process ol lutiire vlevelopinent The I’laii- 
ning Coniniission can use the Central as¬ 
sistance Jor Stales' plans to moderate these 
regional disparities. It can monitor lliedis- 
pdriti(>s and guide the development strat¬ 
egies ol boih the Central and State 
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governments. 

The development process has at times 
led to high environmental costs. The area 
under lorests has been ileclining Water and 
ail pollution has risen The private sector 
doesn't alvvavslind environmental protec¬ 
tion remunerative and intact, adds to the 
pollution Therelore the government has 
to interv’ene to protect the en\ ironment. 
This will also require proper understand¬ 
ing of the environment issues, designing 
of appropriate polieies and measures for 
protecting the environment. This can be 
done hotter In’ the Planning ( ommission, 
which would be able to mobilise the re¬ 
quired I’Npertise and offer appropriate 
poliev advice to the government. 

Ihiis, vve can't denv the nml that the 
economy lias lor the Pl.inning Commission. 
What we miisl rememher is that the 
Commission's nile and tiinctic'ns must U’ 
adapted to the changeil c ireiiinstances If the 
v ision ot ihe planners st.ivs in line with the 
eiianging limes, the Commission can plav an 
impertanl role in delei mining the tiiliire 
course of development ot llie coiinlrv 

Q. Changes in recent years have led 
to more and more women opting for full 
lime careers. Is it true that this is ar. 
unhealthv development for the society, 
as is often pointed out hy some people? 

Ans. /ei ii l-jih; ti/ih’. Ilwn /l.■^ him 
rii';iiil!iC fiy i.'/iO riilrnii;^ llh' /mi- 

'!'■ inii-il Ini I I h'ltii --hi tlnnl^rni linil Ivrii 

ih'’ liil loi ti /.’/III’ //oii’C.’ci. iliiini^ till' 

ihi'-l /.i'o ni i/di,’ till - outh'ok /ms 

him ./mii'.;'ii\; I'iin-: Ini'- Inm n lut n/ iin 
liiihmii'iil II till' sta.'a-. iifmiinni Mririnul 
iii.'ti- U'lmcii li,u c him '•iiti'nii-^ the iitoic-,- 
'.’/(Ills, •iivrl.ni^ in linin' iv /css nii I hr :<'iiin' 
li'riii'' iiinl LOiniilinii-i. irillioul iirmainitii ^ 
>Viyni: iiriniUnii's in i niki’ss/iiiis ,\ hU nj 
jh'oplr Inirr, hii:rr,rr nr^iinl III,it tliii' is not 
I) hciilthu ih'trliij’iiu'iii Id till' SDc.’c/w /s linil 
rciilhi true'' 

Arguments 

1 Societv should be glad that women 
are no longer oppressed and that they have 
been liberated. Thev enjoy equal status 
witli men—it is no longer a surprise to see 
women working as kuwers, civil scA’ants, 
legislators, ministers, even Vice-Chancel¬ 
lors ot universiiies. No longer is every 
wjiman.» household drudge. 


2. In the context of stark poverty that 
is noticeable in most parts of the country 
and the difficulty in meeting the standards 
of living, it has become desiiahle that 
vvitmeii soppiemenf the family income. An 
aveiage employee cannot ea.sily manage 
the cost ot liv ing and feeding <uvd educat¬ 
ing his children. I ducaled women, espe¬ 
cially can do a lot tor the familv hv taking 
up part-time or vvhi'le-time service 

?>. While it is true that the Indian tra¬ 
dition eoiitines women to the home, to 
make her look alter her domestic ri'sponsi- 
bilities to exclusion of everything else. 
However, in changed limi’s, such obsolete 
traditions have no place Psychological 
iippnwchi's lowarils women must ch.mge 
in line with Ihe changing limes 

4. With smaller himilies, women have 
more leisure time on fheii hands Instead 
of sitting idle at times, thev should use it 
truilhillv with some constructive work. 

5. 'I here arei erlaiii prole.s.sions which 
are especially suited to women, siuh as 
those ('f doctors, Ictuhers, nurses. It they 
I an enter these professions, thev van also 
enter ollu-r protessii >ns Such jobs and earn¬ 
ings ht'l]v encourage a sensi' ol indepen- 
ilence among wv>men 

Arguments lor the view 

1 Women are hiologicailv not siiileil 
lor adopting men's puisiiits. Ihev have 
(especiallv mat nevi w omen) enough m ope 
toi woik at lionu', attending lo their vlulies 
antiheaev responsibilities whuh thev alone 
can dischaige 

2 .A ma)or section ol tliesouelv still 
ieels that Iheahsenve ol women Iroin home 
leads to total neglect ol the ihildren and 
also tiiehoini' Social ri'searihershavealsii 
lounil lhal therisein|UveniledelinqiieiKV, 
crimes hv voimg bovs is < aiised largelv hv 
the absence ot mi'lhers Irom honte. 

3 ( ritics point out that vMlb women 
leailing mv're sliesskil lives at I'ltues, the 
effect shows on domestic life <ilso. Ihe'- 
say that domestic unhappiness ri.ses. More 
over, the hectic olfice lile ha. an effect (>n 
the health of womee. also. VXomen gel no 
time for heallliy aclivitv, rest and relaxation. 

4. The argument that the idle houi s of 
women at home aie a nationiil waste, loses 
its validity vvhen vve bear in mind that even 
by slaying at home, apart from ensuring 
goovl cate ot the children etc, and main- 


.vs'' “i ' '..i. ‘ 

: tainmg the household, thev can engage in 
I gainful work—spinning, weaving, einhrm- 
' dery, stitching and art work All Iht^* ac 
tivilies can also bring some mci'ine 

,S. The entrv ol vv iiinen in the servici's 
aiul the increasing competition between 
■ men and women in the emplovmeiit mar¬ 
ket has resulted in denial ol jobs to quali¬ 
fied men, thus creating social distortions 
This isoneol the giowing causes of unem- 
plinmenl among men. 

Whalevei hi* the pros and cons ol 
miieasing piirtii.ipalion ot women in em¬ 
ployment, the lav I IS that this iiii rease is a 
realilv now and should be accepted. It is 
not neiesStirv that this should he allowed 
to cause iineinplovmeiil among men. In 
. lad, the basis ol sell 1 tion III anv jobhaslo 
be quahlicalion and ahilitv li’ vaiiv mil 
Ihe job etieilivelv beleclioii lu'i'd not be 
biased against invo or women simplv tiv 
salislv iiiirm-i ol ei(iial em|ilov menl 

Q, Is Hindi cinema responsible for 
encouraging violence in society? (live 
arguments / oi and '\\>/iiiis/ the view. 

Ans. Iinliii IS iinr ,n the ,ii>ilil's ii!,ijiir 
lihli (irihlin n '.in,I liiilniii i nn'iini is.innil llir 
hi'^i'sl III till ',11111 Ciiirnui IS ■'li'l rnir'iilrn'il 
i/s Ilir I’lhir i iin'iliiiiii In irinli t'-ir ii„c.‘,c- in 
llir I niinini ji ,.'inlhi hiii'^iun^r 

iiniliilhiiil■l'■llllls . nirin,i aiai)/n;i s Inn'in li 
i'll! In nil,! in;Iiini,rii nuiynUi if thr l'rii]ilr 
in tin i'liiiiiln,, 

I'.rgumeiits .l\’rti/is/ linema 

I ilinvli li .itiiii'iilms I'lav up uiwo 
V lal, uiu'lhiv al and v iti!i'ii| a^ liv itv < a-m-i - 
.illv slum's .lie binll ariMiiut lom.iiitu 
adventure, iiimc ainl > iiniiiials, vulgar 
hiiiT .111 passions .Hill sex si enes Ibeie is 
.ilwav’s .III ui'idei !v inc, llu me el the 
good Vs llu 'ev il'and mv .iM.iblv. the 
tight lor nisliie- :nsii!,-.i n/iii/being live 
ii'mmonlv nsedwouls- e. show i, to be 
based on a iound,itii>n ol v uileiil pro 
test Ihe heio is llie .mgi v voimg man 
who IS willing lo pii k up cmigeis against 
aiivlhingandev erv thing ‘di.it isnnl.iirai'nl 
un)ust Violence, inliu I, is t.iken to be live 
solution lor everyprobli n It issoipnsing 
that Ihe geni'ral uh'a that is cniueved is 
that ultiniatelv violeme would bring a 
positive result. 

2. ( inema also piesenls s< eiies of 
luxurv living, unrealistic themes ami Ihe 
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latest fashions and tn-nds in niivdiTii j'l-r- • 
missive soi'ietv It is also pointed out that 
film producers do not lealisi-thi'ii responsi¬ 
bility and prodiice hip,h i list Minis u ith (is- 
tentations sets SuiM Mims are I'lnourai^mg 
impri’ssiunal'leoutii to imitate the lieroes 
and heroines. lMe\ n iiiiiiiiiin. let the illu¬ 
sion that holli emotions and wealth can he 
achieved hv toru' lo re.iih the depicted . 
levels ol Pilainoiii, the vouth aie led to com¬ 
mit thefts and lohheiies ol various kinds 
3 Quill ('Men, crime against women 
is also the result of what the young men 
see in films This is seen as a result of the 
sanctitv that the Hindi cinema gives to 
violence in real lite 
Arguments Fin cinema 

One cannc't sav that Hindi films arc 
mostly responsible for the increasing 
crime in society. There a-'e many other , 
factors that contribute to the spurt in anti- j 
social activities 

1. For example, India has w'llnessed 
an unprecendcnlcd increase in population 
and there has been an increase in unem¬ 
ployment. lob creation cannot keep pace 
with tht number of people that are churned 
out every year from universities and pro¬ 
fessional colleges. Thus every year, the 
number of people ivho remain frustrated 
with the situation incrciises. This leads in a 
desperation to achieve the luxuries ot the 
world through other means. 

2.1’overtv remains a major problem. 
The poor wallow in their friislratiiin and 
resort to uiwocial activities at limes to (ind 
a ejmeker route t(' attain means to sus'ain 
Ihemselvei- 

^ Ihc country is also faced bv un- 
licallln, longesli'd and polluted living en- 
virc'nment-- wl'...h pressuiihi’s peopli' 
phvsicallv and psychulogicallv and in- 
cie.ise Im-itration in socielv 

•1 lli'ii‘'mg prol'lem remains a prob¬ 
lem in our cminlrv and is a predominant 
.source ot depressu'n 

5. Most ol all, ci'rniption is a source 
t'f extreme trusliation and depression m 
society. 

To say that cinema alone or cinema 
predominantly is responsible for increas¬ 
ing violence in society is like closing vour 
eyes to all other problems m society. It is 
important to understand the complex net¬ 
work of factors that add to the increase of 


frustration and violence in society. It can 
be pointed out that cinema in fact retlei Is 
what happens in society. This argument 
could go on with allegations and counter 
iillegalions regarding die effect that cinema 
has on society. Xevertheless, we must 
realise the importance of putting an end lo 
violence in society—vvliatevor be the cause 
ot the evil. 

Q. With the onset of elections, one ' 
also sees the increasing use of populist ; 
tendencies to woo the voters. Real is- ! 
sues are ignored and populism—par- ' 
ticuiarly economic populism—takes ' 
over. Give arguments Fnr and Against [ 
this growing tendency. 

Ans. During c/cc/ions, alinnst nil politi- '■ 
all pnrlifi iiinki' reckless promises In woo vol- . 
CIS. It seems llinl promising the moon has i 
Iveome second nature to the politicians. Is it | 
renlli/ ccoiiomiealli/ sensible to make such prom- j 
ises without first Iri/ing to judge the costs of j 
the populist schemes to the State and national | 
iMi/ii'ijiicr’ The planners are justified then if ' 
then go through nightmares on account of such ■ 
hollow promises In times when we need to make ! 
efforts to maintain strict fiscal discipline, it 
doesii 't make ■iciw’ lo impose such heavy bur¬ 
dens on the eeonoiKi/. ; 

Arguments For the Schemes 1 

1 . I hc ullimato objective ot ail rc*form.s ' 
is removal of poverty' Thus one has lo take ' 
a broader vieix ot such "pi'pulist" measures. ; 
ihe distrihulio.i ot the costs of reforms is as , 
imporlanl, it not more than, the manage- ; 
ment (if macro-ei oni'mic parameters like | 
loreign exchange resen’cs Reforms need to 
be m.iie sensitive to the poor if they are to ' 
siicici’d in a democratic polity 

2 With the wav retorms have been i 
carried out, agricultural reforms have al- j 
must been delay ed. Most of the lime, criti¬ 
cal tactors are managed as li they are 
impiirlanl only in their capacity as macixi- 
eionomii indicators and not ui relation lo 
the poor. Fur example, them is no point in 
saying thi.t inflation is below the double 
digit mark, when the poor get priced out , 
of public distribution. 

3 Cheap food doesn't necessarily 
mean fiscal imbalance. There are no steps j 
taken to curb expenditures in other areas 
c'f government—defence, for example, i 
Proper allocation of food subsidy W’ould i 


automatically ease out tlie conflict betwevn 
cheap food and fiscal discipline. 
Arguments Against such schemes 

1. Such scheme's cause a he.ivy bur¬ 
den on the Stale exchequer 1 his results in 
neglect ol I'llioi basic amenities to be pro¬ 
vided lo the people by' the Stale govern¬ 
ments. I.diication, public health and 
welfare could suffer. Resource shortage 
should be tackled through more innova¬ 
tive options (including private financing). 

2. It is a reflection of fiscal imbalance 
and indiscipline. Fiscal irresponsibility in 
the States erodes social and physical infra¬ 
structure and groyvth is impeded. When 
the entire country is stne mg liard lo main¬ 
tain fiscal balance and cut unnecessary 
expenditures. State governments ought to 
show greater responsibility and a willing¬ 
ness to put an end to fiscal sins. 

Such schemes are a sign of Ihe grow¬ 
ing political interference with the function¬ 
ing of the economy. The incremental harm 
that unattended maintenance of capital 
assets and fund stari'ed health and educa¬ 
tional .seryices render is less spectacular 
than the immediate impact of visible sub¬ 
sidy. Thus politicians opt for the latter. 

In an era where corruption and 
criminalisalion in politics seems lo be a 
major botheration tor the common peopit' 
and the masses yearn tor i-onu'liability in 
the politkal arena, politicians should M'y 
and go beyond superlu ial populist prom¬ 
ises and addiess the real day-ti'-ilay prob¬ 
lems ol tnc people. 
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Business GK 

1. Which airline trif'j'ercd a price 
war in the Indian market b\ reducm}; air 
fares on flights? 

a) KI.M-Ni'rlhw'est 

h) British Airways 

I) Air India d) I uttliansa 
2 VVitli which cnmpany has State 
Bank (it India tied up with tnonter thecredit 
card husiness'’ 

(II Visa b) Inter card 

() Master card d) GK Capital 
^ Which Indian cojn|\iny has been 

ad|ud‘;ed as tlie bi^st S()\'erei};n publu sec- 
Uirboriinvei in Asia tor lV)71iy tincreci'A? 
a) Indian t)il h) SAIl 

Cl GN'tit d) VSM 

4. Ihe lompany TVI8 was in the 
news recentiv tor havinfi been appointed 
Mile franchisee lor India b\ an internatnnal 
1 hannel. Wliicli one' 

(I) ABNl bi BBC 

.) CNBC d) CNN 

1 VVhii h compiinv has plans to launch 
the ' heapest lar (Rs 1.25 lakh) in the In¬ 
dian markel.' 

lata /’) Hyundai 

^ c) I lero M(itors 

dj Kinetic I neineerinj; 
h. The football dull, Molnin Ba(;rin, 
has 111 eiitly dei ided to lorm a private lim¬ 
ited (oiiipanv witli a jirivate coinpanv. 
Which one? 

i(! McDowells 
/’I Kavmond '- 

i) I nited Breweries 
i/) Ncme ot these 

7 Wliich brand introduced 24-karai 
>;('ld lewellery (m the occasion of 
Valentine’s Day this year' 

a) Gill b) Tanishq 

c) .GoldMaster d) Benetton 

8. Which airline bagged the silver 
medal for the second best marketing 
programme in 1W7 at the Advertising fif- 
fectiveness contest in New York? 

r 


■ n) Air India b) Indian Airlines 
c) let Airways d) I'asl West 

‘t. Tlie We -1 Bengiil plant ol which 
, company was closed down recenth', lead¬ 
ing to violence by the workers’’ 

(I) Ceal b) Dunlop 
(•) Bella Vesta d] None ol thcM' 

‘ 10. What is the name ot the Italian 

design agenev which has designed the 
small car to be launched bv Talas? 
a) I’erfetti b) tivanetli 
c) Don hian d) Idea 
It Ihree of the lamous personali¬ 
ties whc' appealed in VDIS iidvertisements 
. were. Kamalahasan, Milhiin t hakiabarlc 
. and Amjad Ali Khan. Name the toiirih 
rt) Sunil Gavaskar I') (tml’iiri 
r) Kapil Di’v i/) Alla Rakha 
12. Which lompcny has been rated 
' "t ompany of the Year" tor 1W7 bv / iirl'C'. 
' maga/me'’ 

•0 IBM /') t ompai] 

c'l Coca Cola J) Dnilewr 

n The chairman ol which iimipam 
has been named ".Maiii't liie Visir' b\ Iiiiir 
■■ mnga/ine this year’ 

a) Intel b) IBM 

(') Compaq >/) local'ola 

14 Which companv has been ad vci- 
tising with the phr.ise, "Wi- uill ihis h;i 
! man li'chiiologv"’ 

ii) Siemens /■) Triissiiii 

<) Nokia i!) I’lulips 

15. The taoioiis model t ind\ 

; Crawford, who was in India nienll\. was 
p promoting which brand ol vvatdies' 
ii) Tanishq I ) Sieko 
I (■) Casio d) t>mega 

16 . W'hirh brand ot doihaig piii- 

■ motes itself as "Real Korinal Real Kasy ” ’ 

i ii) Levi's h) Park Avenue 

i r) Weekender d) Color Plus 

i 17. Whatis()I«;-MARt'.’ 

i a) a market research agenc\ 

1 b) an art magazine 


b) an advertising agenev 
./) an ('('eiMlioris ri'se.irch gioup 
I.S In what was tlesoibed as the 
meigerol the iinlli nniLiin, twodriiglOm- 
p.imes weie being lalkeil alunil. but t.ilks 
broki-down in the end Whii h ii'mi'anies 
were ihev ’ 

1/1 CihiU'.i and s.indiv 

/') (ilavo Wellcomi' and sjndo/ 

/') Glaxo W'TI ome and '■'iiiilliHiMe 
Beecham 

/f) Sinilhkliiie Beei ham and C ibac.i 
I't I roni w h,i h'llale is ihe new'sp.i 
j'er T/pC ■\\iil!i'iibliiiii:i published ' 

p() l.nnil pNadii >') Kei.ila 

p) Karnataka ./) Gii|.irat 

2(' Ihe hiand ol insiani soups, 
Knoit, has he/’n l.umched I ', whiih mm 
paiw ’ 

'll kissan I') Kellogg's 
>) .Amerii ill! I lome PuuIik is 
ill ( oin ITodiu W ( o 
21 Thi's.miliirv ii.tpkmsKpiU \ weie 
vvilhdrawn horn tin- maikel due lo n'ln- 
plaint, hill has been relaiiiHlud .ig.im. 
V'/hicIi compaiw invns Ihe braovi' 
pil I olg.iK Pd.inoli’.e 
/') Kimberh, ( l.'tk ! i \ei I Id 

: I |/.l'.nsiiii a;ipi lo’mw,.ji 

Ii) Modu.io \hiiidiph,)>ii.,' 

2' Wbii ii 111' li.iii |Hi!Tishe' li !p- 
i( ini', I,till'., Ill ii .1 i'll, .k / liii- 

III Riipa I l.iiperl I'iliil; 

.! ku'i- d'/ Wnteis V\piil-sh<ij' 

2’' \Miiihl ‘■■’(.'ini'aiw h.isji’unth 
at.|iiiitd , 11 'aieiil o:i hasniati liic’ 

III I 's \gli' .'n l/’Xas Rke ( t) 

I') \gru lei hnoiogv v o 
ip'T Rii elec 

2‘1 Wlutbi bank lias laniip hed ils 
lash management srbeme i ailed l/\sl - 
1 unds .Available in sh/'rlesi lime’ 
i7) Hong Kong B.iiik 
I'l (itib.mk 

I) SBI (/) rmieshank 


• 
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2ii, Which b.'ink h.is launched the 
first intcrnatinnal cicilit c.irJ in India? 

• II) Hiini; Kdiij; lt.mk 
(') ( itihank 

c) SIJI il) IVutsiiic h.ink 

2ti The ,'V ii\ uc I'V (ontac I lenses, 
which Jinn iJe jinitei lion Ironi icidiation, 
are made Iw wiiuh el Ihe Uillowmj; lorn- 
jianies ’ 

II) llaiisi li & 1 onih 
/>) lolinson & loiuison 
{') Cornin); iI) I I'sij^ner lenses 
27. What v\as Ihe level of software 
exports lor Ihe ve.ir l'»fi-'-)7? 

Il) Rs ‘too ciore />) Rs 2000 crore 

i ) Rs ?0(i() irore d) Ks 4y(K) crore 

2S, Whcil are "People meters" in- 
st.illed b\ I VIRB-Nielson in India recently'^ 
II) instruments to measure tlie num- 
bi-r ol visitors m an exhibition 
/’) television cameras that record the 
number ot visitors in an office 
i ) electronic meters to metnitor TV 
viewin” habits ot jieopic 

d) elei tronic meters to measure popu¬ 
lation of a j>arlicular place 

20 Who has written the book, "Ciodrej: 
A I luridred Yeius"’ 

II) R M. I ala /’) ('.ita Piramal 

c) Sam Challerjee 

d) li.K Karanjia 

30 Who .imong the tollowing has 
bi’en loped in bv Ihe India mii.su industry 
to crack down on music piracy^ 

II) |uho Rebeiro h) KPS xiill 

I) Kiran Hedi d) tiautam Kaul 

11. The government plans to recast the 
consumer price indi-x, w hich has so tar been 
calculated with 1001-87. as the base year, a 
mo\ c which has been ojiposi’d by unions 
Whii h c if the lol'owing is the proposed base 
year.' 

II) Wiil.<i7 hi PRS-Oo 

,) d) W98-‘)‘i 

,17 Ihe brand ol liruno underwear 
has been laum hed bv which company? 

Il) VIP I'i Ruj>a&t'o 

i) Rivi'ira d) Bhilwara 

33 I cH many \ears, (inida advei- 
tised Its brand with the hue "Neighbours' 
linvy, (3wnei's Pride " What is the new ad 
line ot the' brand'’ 

(i) The world's en\y, India's pride 

b) tiocKlbye to envv, welcome pride 

c) Conejuer Knvy, Acquire pride 
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d) No change in ad lino 
34 Channel V VJ Udham Singh ap¬ 
pears in a brand of Britkinia bisc'uits. Which 
brand? 

Il) l.ittle Hearts b) Chekkers 
(■) Pure Magic d) Tiger 
.35 W'hich company has introd need 
a cellular phone with a colour display’ 

II) Siemens b) liricsson 
d) Nokia d) Philips 

36. Who owns the company Miss 
World Inc, w'hich organises the Miss World 
contest? 

Il) Julia and Donald Trump 

b) Monica and Donald Trump 

c) julia and liric Morley 

d) Julia and Trie Trump 

37. Which newspaper group has re¬ 
cently launched a magazine callc'd Vanitiui? 

a) Malayala Manorma 

b) Anand Bazar Patrikn 

c) Deccan Herald 

d) The Times of India 

.38. Name the suiting brand for 
which Shah Rukh Khand used to model 
and now il is Chandrachur Singh? 

a) Digjam b) (iraveira 

c) Raymond's d) Mayur 

.39, Which brand of mobile phones 
doe.s James Bond endorse’’ 
i;) Nokia b) Tricsson 

i ) Siemens d) Philips 

40. Which company or brand uiges 
you in its ad vectisements to gel Ihe "Power 
of iTeedom'"’ 

n) Tile 18 b) Standard 

() hxidc d] Park Avenue 

41 Which ' ompany markets the 
brands Star and Moon’’ 

11 ) Lakme b) Revlon 
c) Oriflame d) ,\\'on 

42. Which comjiany claims that its 
tyrc*s will improve the sound of the music 
system? 

fl) Apollo b) Ceat 
i) Dunlop d) JK 

43. What is the name of the small 
car to b'* launched by Tata? 

a) Mint b) Indica 
c) Safari d) None ot those 

44. According to tlip estimates by the 
Central Statistical Organisation (CSO), 
what is the expected level of GDP growth 
for 1997-98? 

fl) 4')'.. b) 4.5% 


i c) S?'.. d) 5.5% 

45. Which brand of clothing has the 
: ad line, "Power dressing for the next mil- 
. lennium"’’ 

II) VanHeusen b) Digjam 
(•) Raymond's d) Bombay Dyeing 
For questions 46-.50, match the logos 
I with the companies 


(a) Thermax 



I I 


'A 


(b) Timesbank 


(i) Ford 


(d) Bank of 
India 


(e) Singapore 
Airlines 
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45-50 correct: Lxcellent 
40-14 correct: Good 
35-39 correct- Fair 

Below 35: Brush up your Business GK! 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about foithcomng examinations ] 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in advance '• 
to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitability 
and that of the institute before applymg- this feature is not a recom¬ 
mendation of any course or institute 

Acting/Dramatic Arts 

Diploma in Dramatic Arts (3 years) - Eligibility. Giadualion and 
participation in at least 10 productions; age between 18-30 years. ' 
Last date; April 20.1998. Apply to Assislani Registrar, National School 
o( Drama, Bahawalpur House, Bhagwandas Road, New Delhi - 110 
001 with a DO (or Rs 200. 

Computers 

PG Course in Information Management (2 years, full time) - ; 
Eligibility. Graduation Written test. April 19,1998 Last date: March 25, 
1998. Apply to- Admission Coordinator, Xaviei Institute of Social Ser- . 
vice, PB No 7 Purulia Road, Ranchi - 834 001 with a OD for Rs 550 

Engineering/Architecture 

1 . CET-1998 (for all institutes in Punjab)-- Test to be held on May 
24, 1998. Last date' March 30,1998 Apply to; Registrar, Punjab Techni- ' 
cal University, Post Office REC. Jalandhar -144 011 with a DD for Rs 200. 

2. Combined Entrance Examination (CEE)-- To be held on May 
17. 1998 Eligibility. Glass 12 with minimum 60% marks in the aggie- 
gate of Physics. Chefriisiry and Maths. Allocation of seats outside Delhi 
region 15%. Apply to: Faculty of Technology, Mechanical Engineering 
Block. Delhi College of Engineering. Kashmere Gale, Delhi - 110 006 
with a DD for Rs 220 and a s.a.s.c 25x17 cm with Rs 20 stamps 

3 Common Engineering Entrance Test (CEET-9B) for institutes 
in Haryana— To be held on May 30,1998 Last dale- April 6.1998. Apply , 
to' Pnncipal, Regional Engineering College, Kuruksheira -136 119 with 
a DD for Rs 275. 

4. Bachelor of Engineering (BE)-Eligibility Class 12 wth mini 
mum 50% marks in PCM. Last date' April 15. 1998. Apply to. Dean, 
Manipal Institute of Technology, PO Box 79, Manipal - 5/6119 with a DD 
for Rs 250 

Hotel Management 

1 B.A. in Hospitality Management (3 years)- -Class 12 and age 
below 22 years. Wntten lest. May 15,1998. Apply to. Institute of Advanced 
Management.AE-486,SallLake,Calcutta-700C^withanMO(orRs500. : 

2. Diploma in Hotel Management (3 years)— Eligibility: Class 
12 and age below 22 years. Written test' May 14, 1998. Apply to. 
International Institute of Hotel Management. EC 37, Salt Lake, . 
Calcutta - 700 064 with a MO for Rs 250. 

3. Bachelor’s degree in Hotel Management (4 years)— Eligibility; | 


Class 12 with minimum 50% ma'ks Last dale' March 20,1998 Written test 
and group discussion; mid-Apnl, 1998. Apply to; Pnncipal, Wolcomgroup 
Graduate School of Hotel Administration, Valley View, Manipal - 576 119 
with a DD for Rs 500 payable lo "Dr TMA Pai Foundation" 

Management 

1 MBA— Eligibiliiy. Bactielor’s degiee with mimmuiTi 50% marks 
Written lest April 12, 1998 Apply to Head of the Department Man¬ 
agement Studies, Univcisily of Jammu. Jammu witti a DD lor Rs 150 
and a s a s e. with Rs 20 stamps 

2 Masters Programme in International Business --Eligibility; 
Giaduation with minimum 50% marks Written tost May 31,1998 Last 
date; April 30,1998. Apply to' Symbiosis Institute of Foreign Tr.nde, Atur 
Centre, 417 Gokhale Cross Road. Model Colony, Pune 41i 016 with 
a DD for Rs 500 

3. Management Aptitude Test (MAT) - To be held on May 17,1998. 
Last dale. Apnl 14,1998. Appiv' to' AIMA-CME. Managcmcnl Hou.so. 14 
Institutional Area, LorJni Road, New Dglhi - 110 003 with a DU for Rs 400. 

4. PGDBM (2-years full time and 3 years part time) Eligibil¬ 
ity' Bachelor's degree. Written test. MAT scores are valid LasI dale 
April 20, 1998 Apply to. Amity Business School, Post Box No 503, 
Sector 44, Noida - 201 303 with a DD lor Hs 600 

5. UP Management Combined Admission Test (UPMCA7-98)- -To be 
held on May 25 (or MBA, May 26 for MCA and M.'iy 27 for Hotel Management. 
Last date, ^lil 10,1998 Forms available m branr.hc'S of Union Bank ol India, 
UP universities or write lo Controller (UPMCA1), lASE Bhawan. MJP 
Rohilkhand Universily. Uareilly - 243 006 with a DD lor Rs 775 

Railway Services 

Special Class Railway Apprentices Examination, 1998- Eli¬ 
gibility' lnlcrinediale''Cldss 12 in Iho first or 'ccond riivusion with 
Maths as a snbiecl.Writton lest A'jgu,s! 23. I9:i8 L.ist d.itc Mmch 
30, 1998 Apply on !ho specified format lo. Sc'CieLiry. Union bribin'. 
Service Commission. Uholput House, No.*; Uelt.i - 110 OH witli a lee 
of Rs 45 Ihrough Central Rocruilmen' Foe lamps lor deUuls soo 
advt published on Febniau' 14. 1998 

Scholarships 

Singapore Airlines Scholarships- Eligibility Clas.s 12 with 
minimum 85% marks witti English .ns first language Lasi dale' April 
6, 1998 Apply on the proscribed formal willi copies ol marks sheets 
and achievements to SIA-NOL Scholarships, c/o Robinson Road, PO 
Box 746, Singapore - 901446 

Travel and Tourism 

Computerised Reservation Systems Course- Ajrplylo SITA Travel 
and Tourism Academy, M 135 Connaught Circus. New Uelhi -11C 001 
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Desctipthte QuesUons 


Scientific culture .nnon^ people 

(,) Siii;i;('sl Ihrei- cflective nuMsiirc.s 
to popul.iiisc SL'R'iititic lultiiie ■unoni' 
people, espeiiallv .imong the voulh anti 
children. I liiciil.ite linw the measures 
.suxpesteil hv Vou ivoiilil be effective 
indeed. 

An.s. \o m.iile' the sl.mi-' iir 

stature il .1 peisoii aiui. tile Inm” 
tonil.turns (i| a t iuuilr\, si lenie uiul ti’tli 
noloe,! h.ii e liemeiuluiisb turned the tide 
dgaui''! agi'-old I'eliels anti boorish ideas 
and thus rev iilutioniseil each aiul eveiv 
aspet t ol exisleiii e I )espite tlu’ \ isible and 
vibiant tli.inges that seii'iice aiul lechnol- 
I'gv hate brought abtnit in liie living 
inodes .eiil mores ot human beings, we 
find some veiv irralion.il anti uiistientilit 
prat til es being i.in led euttiav in aiidd iv 
init b\ oil! peiiple. uiimimllul oi the 
enorninusuiie.ind waste that .sii. li ai lions . 
ot theirs cause on tlieir j'hvsual as well 
menial m.ike-np 1 . iiless we throve some 
ot tlie pueiilt' .iml piopostenni' pvai lites 
111 sinister sn|ierstitioiis inti> the nearest 
gutter, we i .11 mol hope to make onr people, 
t'spe. Killv the eolith .mil ihildreii 
t'hiistive. i.itioual <ind s. lenliiu in outlook 
and iiilei.ii tion wilhothei ' Ihe lollov mg 
ineasuies, 1! .ukipled in Ihe light e.iiiiesl, 
can go .1 Ions' '■ .i\ in (i''j>tiiari'iii;', the 
muiii 111eileil's .entilii tempi r .imong our 

prop!, 

■Ill'I i'.;iioi.irin'horn out ol liliieMi' 

I,-, the i\v ! 1,1 I'.e ol man', --oi lal ills, 
tiutdated. i usi.inis .iiit! eoiivenliiuis 
piev.ileut in oar iiiulti l.ueti'.I soi iel\ 
rniisl Is- lougle, with iilii .ilion I'.iM'tl on 
scieme liaihing, lese.tieli and thi ir 
applie.ilioii lo ,' ei'-tUh lile ksioiiipaii'il 
to the griuvi. up- tin- minds til ehildren 
.mil voutli lie mole niep'ue losiieiitilii 
ideas and can be spu'ad thiougli 
ediieation, visuals, short idms, tiloeision 
pro}',rammes .md the like I nless we re.u h 
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out lo the people ot all ealegories with 
scierdilit lads and their relovaiiie to life, 
people would lontinue to lie liieated hv 
i]u.iiks, I oilmen and iharlataiis 

1 stahlishment ol science p.irks, both 
111 n 1 r. 1 l .md HI bail areas, periodic holding 
I <1 si leni e .>;,'t7i/s and iwhibitions where our 
people, especiallv the viuith .md the 
ihildren .lie exposed to scieiititii 
innnv.linin', and leclinulogieal advanies, 
.ire some ol (he steps that i.in (>roiluce 
j'o'-ilive results VIore and rimre lacilihes 
lo: science leaciiiiig .iiivl its application m 
e' erv-hoilv’-. lite sliould gel priorilv over 
other areas th.it are se. e.ndarv or cosmi'tii. 
Ihe serv’iii's ol experts in the field of 
popularising svience .inioiig l.ivrneii, can 
also he usetl Retired persons, wh(' have 
sened .w snenee te.ii hers, siientisl,-., 
leseaiihers. research guides and the like, 

I an prove an august asset in spriMiling 
the message oisiience and tints dispelling ' 
.md destrov iiig the hold ol impostors, god- 
men lortune-teller., mir.uli-m.ikers anil 
persons ol till 11 ilk 

Supeistilions. hlinil heliets and siiiii 
ethei pradi' i's that sap Ihe vilalitv of 
mind, should he thonmglilv exjuise l 
tliiough till visual media, stuet or corner 
plav-s cr skits \o elloil slmukl he spaietl 
10 111 1 |’ the people to lome out .■! the d.irk 
dimge.in eeils ot i,,;noi.inie S.ientilii 
lultuie among ih'- people is tlie lUing 
need c.l the houi 

Bureaucracy—a necessary evil 

Q. 'Hurcauciaiy i.s 3 necessary evil 
(nr an unnecessary burden) nn our na¬ 
tional exchequer.' Give two arguments 
in tavour and two against the cryptic 
comment (stalemcnlt. 

Arguments in favour of the statement 

I 1 here could be no better or worse 
comment on our biireaucr.icv th.in tlie one 
made bv a late I'rinie Minister, even who 


lelt helpless when confronted with the fact 
that out of everv rupee, only filtecn paise 
leached the ultimate belief 11 iary. No othei 
institutions has earneil so much notoriety 
as our bloated hiireaueracy, tli.it consumes 
a m.ijor chunk of the national c.ikehy wav 
of salaries, perks, pnv ileges and above all, 
the monev paid under the table. As a 
neiess.irv e"il or an unnccessarv burden 
on the national c\i'hi'i|uer, we i.m, at least 
call a li.ill lo its growing w ings .md callous 
unconcein toi the masses at large. 

2 V\ lien the fad or lasluon for 'com¬ 
mand economy’ was a matter ot pride, 
ireation ol |obs in government iliparl- 
ments w.is .1 natural oil sboi'l lor our 
iiilers' penchant lor Stale enterprise, 
controls and permits bv now, when the 
ruler'. Irorii each political partv h.ive 
turned <1 (‘"Ih' hur, where is the need to 
feed and pamper so ,1 big an armv of 
government or semi-government 
■-ervants 'Undei liher.ilisiiti m, lliere ought 
lo he no place toi those w ho have hivonie 
redundant 01 louiiii pegs m stjuaie Jioles 
file saving that 'oniv siicli government 
rules the best as rules the least', should 
govern our perceptions and pi.ictical 
polii les. 

Arguments against the comment 
(statement) 

1 'fo paint the entire In.reaucrac) as 
ineli-’n leiil and irrelevant to the changing 
socio-eionomii milieu is inviting trouble 
lor no l.mgihle gams No gocernment, 
whatever its form or constitution, can do 
w'ltlioiit hure.uiriacy or administrative 
machinery. Witli the passage of time, it 
hureaurrac'v in Indi.n has become iner- 
•si/cd and thus become out ol tune with 
the changing scenario around, adjust¬ 
ments and/or even the policy of 'golden 
shake-hands' or retrenchment can be 
thought oi for better and more efficient 
administration. 

2. 1 he critics ot the present day bu- 


reaucratic set-up should remember that 
any sweeping statement on its working 
can widen the hiatus between the people 
and the officials who are there to carry 
out the policies ol the goi ernment. It '•ome 
aberrations or angularities have 
developed in the gigantic structure ot 
bureaucraev, sc>me pruning can be done 
with due care and caution. Ihe pi'lici ol 
tlirowmg away the baby along witli Ihe 
spoilt or sullied bath water, is ,i u'tlei, lion 
of'waste in haste' policy. Without a strong, 
stable and sensitive bureaucrarx, no 
civilised societx can look torward to .tn\ 
perceptible progress. 

Human beings and laughter 

Q. ir human beings give up laugh¬ 
ing, what would happen? Give three 
possible consequences if such a situation 
arises or takes place. 

Ans. (It all the In mg speiies lhat 
adorn the planet earth, only human beings 
eiiiov the liilsome facullx and li'lieilv to 
laugl) hike sunshine, lhat blooms and 
blossoms lile in ob)ects both animate a- 
well as inaniniale, laughter tovi I ills 
man\ a hea\ s heart with hilarity and 
gaiety When the atmospliere around is 
dark aiivl depiessmg, laughter, like the 
proverbial magic wand, dispels 
darkness in leelings .md makes 
morbiditx t.ike li' its heels. To ,i siek 
heart and morose mind, laughter is the 
onh elteiiixe tonii. that stands b\ in 
all I' oineiils ol trials and tribulations, 
tr.uinu. . and tiagedies II b\ anv 
chaiue Ol ipiirk ol wruimsi.ince, hn- 
iiiiin beings ;,'\e up l iugliing, the lol 
lowing eoiiseqiienees are lioiind to 
follow 

I ike love, laughter is a spontanei'us 
impulse. Witli'Hit its pirsenee in luini.m 
life, all olhei passions rinii pursuits will 
become listless .ind lugubrious (cbsm.il) 
Uisappearanco oi laughter from human 
life will mean an era of monotemy and 
melancholy followed by a long trail ot 
macabre moments and moods. By giving 
up to laugh, whether willingly or 
otherwise, human beings will be 
inviting an uncalled for situation lhat 
will be highly unfavourable and 
unsavoury. 
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In an age where speed and success 
syndrome guide our concepts and concrete 
actions, laughter is a much ioiight alter 
relief. A lite full ot physical strains and 
mental stresses, it ilenied the outlet I’t 
laughler, will mean an intolerable 
onslaught xm nerx'es and lUher vital but 
delicate organs ol human hodv Once 
laughter xanishes, tension will gel 
me. 1 C .lecentualeii and the .itn'osplxcre 
a'-oiind more sulkx aiul sidieii, 
laughter rcliiwcs us ot inir pent-up 
emotions, angei ,ind angst and in 
return ligiilens .mr hearts and minds 
. 111 x 1 cieatx’s bridges ol uiulersiaiuling 
and fneiidsiiip with kmaxii as well as 
unknxnvn persx'iis 

The mmnent human beings give up 
laughing, they will |oin Ihe company ot 
other species in this respect at least Ihe 
mark ot distinction that human bx'ings 
W'lMr xin then slexies in llie Iri’e lorin or 
espression ol laughter will no longer ln’ 
Ihoii .isset. Manv a luimaii ailment lhat 
can bx- Irealx’d with laughtei xvill need 
medicines, e.nd in some easx-s even 
I'Ospilalisatixm .Ns \ixtims ol 
materialism, we iix'ed sxime iiatuial and 
timx'lv rx-lief xM x'ui x'vxn-wxirkexl nena-- 
Iherc IS nothing as < lixsip and chiiping 
as tin- gift ot laughlx-r (loxl Ixuhid, it it 
disappears, lilx' wiil bxsonu- an axxiul 
hiisiness 

Cleanliness is next to godliness 

0- 'Clcanliiies.s is next to godli¬ 
ness' is more a piecept than a pi.utiee 
in India. Substantiate your views on 
Ihe saying, based on your personal 
knowledge, reading and dailx- 
experiences. 

Ans. Mx'ix' in anguish tlv.n in .mgei, 
we lind lhx‘ s.amg proivum I'xl Iroin 
e\erv xxmun ihle plalli'ini. hm '. lolalee 
in piMctiee, soir.x'times will impunilx aiui 
impudence ,M! siripimes lia\e taiighi 
■heir discijiles and Ixdlxiwers to pr.ictise, 
ill letter and spirit, tlie nu-ssage iit the 
proverb and krx-p their liody and nuiid 
clean as W'ell a,s tlieir surroundings neat 
so that the carrix-rs ol many a disease or 
epidemic are kept at bnv. Much to our 
chagrin, the pristine principle of 
cleanliness, though preached a lxit. both at 


home and outside, is openlv llxuiled. \s a 
result ot our complacencx and 
compromise with [wn erse torci's, we 
ha\ e htvome used to walching luigx' lusips 
x>f garbage staring aiul siuigiiig x'lir 
sensibilities at i‘\ eii i rossmg It a 
sh.ime that the ;\pex Lxuii t had tx’ w arn 
tlix’ civic autliorilies (it oui National 
Capital tx' rx'inovx' llix' all-romixl 
garbagx' .iiul kex'p Ihe nu'tu'i'oht.m 
xlx'an and ix'ortli lix ing. WhetluT weaie 
lix ing in a small loxvn, city or nietixi, 
till’ lu’allh ol saiiilatiiin is too 
deplorable to be xlx-sxnbed in .ill then 
uglv diiiu’iisiims 

.\s tar .Is nnr pei.sxxual hx es oi Iionix's 
arx' xoncerned xxe arx' xpiite keen tx' keep 
things tub' aiixl < Ix’aii but xxben tlu' issue 
x'l keeping llxx stiex'ts, pnblix places .iiixl 
similiii x'tlix'r locations are xxMin'iiied, xxe 
seem least x'euui!, i'ne ol the major 
xaiises that h.is le.t lix llix’ ali-stiiiking aiixl 
all pxTx.isixe xliil. likx- xij'i n sx'weis, sx.ii- 
tx-red garhagx', x>xei-llx'xx ing xir.'ins, stag- 
ii.uil xxater in ['x’t lioles and llie likx- .irx’ 
the mjillei'i-nl aiixl irrx'spimsible xixic 
.lulluuitu's. IVihaj's, lliosx-enliusix'xl xvith 
theprim.iiy ix-sponsibililx ni mamlaining 
the cixix seixixx's tiinction.i! ii.ixe Uiiiiexl 
then taxes to Ihe j unailinx; iici'ss .mcl 
I ompromisi-,1 x-, ilh tin- m-ai lU’glx'i I ol 

siHl.ll Ol Xl'.lx ^x-l\KxS lll.ll x.in kl'X-ji ihx- 

mban aie i-. ne.il ciiul x.lx'.in I’nl'.ai s, tlu rx' 
.ippxais 11(1 pl.M m om xx'llu tive x’tbos 
loi Ibe ,ie,x' oil! x-ixing tliat '( haiiliness r- 
ne\t !(' goxllmx"-'- 

.\1! lound I'olliilii'n, i oupl'.',! xx nli 
I’l'.;!'!’. lull loan .iml .v;,1iI'.ixo- rnKlen 
enx II'inmeiil, lo' lu'l x>nb, gr.i x- hi lilh 
b.i -aids boi cl'.' 11 on .t.int o' ■■ ‘ .'ii s Imih 
li'i thii^x' x.'bo ■ ii'ler ':iein li'i m, i ,, i-. ol 
onn-.'-ix'ii .11',! xoimi.isM(,ii xmI! , |oi 
Ixirx'igii lo'jris!-- who m.ike indi.i ,i p.nt ol 
ihi u Mii'.e.raix .\,;>iin, it i- a Miiilier ol 
nalion.il shame that <i loieigii ili.'.'iil.u 
b.ixt I" tx'il us bow ilnlv oui N.ilix'nal 
Capil.ii was, wlixTi' almost exx'rxbinl' 
xvlio malteis lives anxl parlal.i's ol its 
pix'senl and past glx'ties It is liu,b linxe 
ib.at we ds Indians, piiinei i-' of 
cleanliness bxitli in jilivsn-al and spiritual 
terms sit up and pxmder I'x'er Ihe 
' deterioration that has set in and lake 
mcaninglul measures txi tiiio llie preiepi 
into a daily pr.ietixe. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. I. Critic.iliy (‘xamine (he Indian I-ederalism, as pro¬ 
vided in (lie Indian rons(i(ution. Also comment on the work- 
inf' ot {‘ederalihin in India since independence. 

Ans. Iiiili.in l ediTiil System is neithei purely (ederal nor 
purely unit.in but isu lombination ot b(<lh. It is a unii^ue system 
with struiif; l entr.ilismj; lenilenev. In other woids, normally the 
('onslituluni IS federal, but the ( onslilulion enables llie federa¬ 
tion to translorm itself into a Unitary State, hy assuming the 
powers oi the States b\ the Union in emergencies. Such a rare 
combination ol umt.iry and federal lorms ol governments is 
unic]iie in tbe world. One of the main lactors responsible lor 
e\ol\ ing sucli a sv-lem in liuh.i was the problem ol integration 
ol the I’niicely State*, in the liuiiaii l.'nion 'I he (iovttrnment cit 
India ,^ct ol l‘)Ti clillerentiated the Indian I’nncelv Stales from 
the Provinee- in two respects I'irstlv, in case ot Provinces, the 
accession to Indian Uhiion was compulsory and automalic, while 
in case ot Prmceiv Stales, it was volimtarv and dcj'encled upon 
the option ot the ruler ot the State concerned. Sc'condh, in case 
ot the Provinces, the authorilv ot the (ederalion extended over 
whole I'l the tedeial spheie c balked out hv the Ac I, and m case 
ot the Princely Slates, the authority id the leilei.il sphere was 
limited hy the Inslrumeiil ol Aici'ssion, and all residuary flow¬ 
ers helongeil to Ihe Slates 

but. immecliateh alter the lapse ol the paramoiintc\' ol 
the t rowII under Ihe Indi.in Inclepi'iicleme .Xi I ol l‘i-17, the 
Indian ‘ilales legamcd ['osiiion which lhe\ en| 0 \ed prior to 
assuiiif'tion ot *.u/erainl\ hv the ( rown -All tlie Indian Stales, 
with the until mg c*liorts 1 m Sardar Patel, loined tin Indian 
ledeialion Ihe I ederation, envisaged In ihe (. onstilutimi, is 
difleient than lln- one in. the United Slate s ol / merua. While 
111 till- I’s \ the ri'siduarv fi.iw < rs are vc-sted with the Slates, in 
Indi.i these pi I*- .lie u ith the L nion. 'seci'ndb', the Slates in 
till I 's \ in,uni,nil and pivserv e llu'ir invi'i UoiistiUilion, there 
isju'siuli j'l.iM.ioii II In.ha ixiepi 111 ilieiaseol |a<)imu & 
Kaslimi: win, h has die light to di.iu itsown L'oiistitulion In 
addition, tlie Lnii'n c.iueriinieitt does not have the 'ight to 
alter tin hound.ines ol the t't.iles in the USA, while in India 
this Po\> er is I n|o\ ed 1 m Ihe I nioii gin ermneiit, without con¬ 
sulting the‘-'l.ites . .in,, meet Inaiiclition there is i. lecfiialitv 
ot Slate lepieseiii.ili >c m the I pfiei 11 luse ,iik1 lluie is no 
dout'le I ili.'enshii’ in India as pun l ied in the US Constitu- 
lion. Moreovei tlieie 's no divisioii ol public services and 
dual coints .lie not existing in India Ihe I'nuin government 
assiime.s all the powers m enu rgencies. I hat is why I’rol 
Wheaie, a loreigii intiipie, desiiihed lndim Constitution as 
cjuasi-lcderal 
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The working of Indian Constitution .since 1950 has accentu¬ 
ated its unitary bias. Excessive financial control with the Union, 
on tlie one hand, and the control over the economic planning by 
the Union, on the otlier, are the two imporhmt factors vvhich.have 
diluted the power of the States, It can he safelv concluded that a 
sort of co-operative federalism is in operation in India. The appro¬ 
priation ol taxes is one pointer towards such a lederalism The 
relatively weaker Stale governmi'iits, in fact, work as administra¬ 
tive agencies tor the Centra! policies. In fine. Ihe working of In- 
dianConstitution since b)s0 has ri'sulted in aulonnmv to IheSlales 
within their own spheres, but at the same lime, the need for a 
strong Centre cannot be undermined, kec-fiing in view the necx.1 
for integrity ol the nation. 

Q. 2. What were the activities and the programmes of 
early Nationalists? What methods were adopted by them? 
Evaluate the contribiitioii.s by (he early Nationalists in the 
background of the attitude of the British Authorities. 

Ans. The nationalists movement alter the 1,S57 War ol Inde¬ 
pendence, upto the vear P)05, has been described .is the early 
-Nationalists Movement. The leadership during these days liid nof 
believe in direct corfronlatioii with the liritisli .Authorities Per¬ 
haps, Ihe time was also not iipe toi this purpose. The political 
agenda of the early Nationalists iiii lucled the .imusal ol national¬ 
ist teelings among the masses bv increasing their lex els ol aware¬ 
ness about nationalism. File mam programme of ihe earlv 
Nationalist leaders was to i rente avvarene.-s about national uimv 
among the masses and to build up a puhlu opinion which was 
essentiallv national in perspective Iliev were aware ol the fael 
that India was a nation in Ihe making .ind the foelnif; ot the na¬ 
tionhood had to he created File pre\ ailing feelings ol caste n-li- 
gioii and regionalism were reifuiied to he rc'fila, ed b\ the* broader 
feelings v'l being .mi Indian. 

1 he earlv N.ilionalists are also described as the Moderates, 
Ihe methods adof’ted hv these leaders weie legal in nature and 
were constitutional and slow. It was believed by the early Na¬ 
tionalists that the organised public ofunion and represonlation 
ot demands through petitions, resolution and speeches would 
k'lce the aulhonlies to concede to their demands. The other 
nu'lhod was to persuade the britisli government in India and 
IJrilish public opinion in Britain to introduce democratic reforms 
ill India, on the lines of the demands profeeted hy them. Active 
propagiinda, hy using democratu means, w-as earned out to 
uifluence the policies ot the British government. Alter the found¬ 
ing ot the Indian National Congress in 1885, this process gained 
momentum. Dada Bliai Naorofi, for example, spent major part 


of his income and life in England, propagating the Indian cause 
am.ong the British citizens. Although they had loyalty to the Brit¬ 
ish Rule, but considering the circumstances prevailing at those 
times, the main effort was directed at transforming the British 
rule to the iipliftment of suflering millions, rather than expel¬ 
ling the Britishers from India. 

Right from the beginning, the attitude of the British was 
difficult and hostile. Indian National Congress, particularly, 
came under attack of the Briti.sh (jovernment. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, many critics hold that the early Nationalists failed 
to achieve anything substantial and very lew of the reforms 
were introduced by the British during this period. The criti¬ 
cism may appear to be appropriate today but viewing it from 
the historic perspective, it would be wrong to presume that tiie 
early -Nationalists failed badlv In fact, the Moderate leaders 
were successlul in creating national awakening among the 
people acioss the country I hey imparted adeejuate training to 
the common man by making him aware ol the concepts ot 
social, political and economic interests of the Indians. The noble 
ideals ot liberty, secularism, democracy and nationalism were 
propagated widely among the Indians The dirty face ol Brit¬ 
ish imperialism was exposed in a progressive manner. While 
highlighting the economic exploitation by the British, the Mod¬ 
erates also evolved a suitable economic and political 
programme for the Indians. Though, admittedly, the progress 
was gradual, it would be wrong to say that the early national¬ 
ist tailed lo achieve anything material. They infact laid strong 
foundations lor the national movement, on which the entire 
national movement was later built. 


visions for protection and promotion of the inlcrmls of these cat¬ 
egories. A large number of programmes wert* launched during the 
past five decades for improving the socio-mmomic condition ol 
the SC'/ST population. In addition to reservation in educational 
institutions and public si'rxices, there are reservations in almost 
all the developmental programmes likefRDP TRYSkM, DW'kRA, 
ell. The concept of Tribal Sub-Plan was introduced in the Fifth 
Plan, while during the Sixth Plan, spt*cial component Plan for the 
SC’s was introduced. 

The SC and ST population dominated areas lag behind the 
general population on most ol the social and economu indica¬ 
tors. Specific programmes aimed at educational development 
ot the SC and ST population have been introduced lo ensure 
that the problems like high dropout rale, non-enrolment of the 
girl child, stagnation, etc arc tackled Bolh at pri’-matric and 
posl-matric stage, scholarships are awarded liheially lo the 
deserving SC/SF candidates. In addition, in man) Slates, the 
SC' and ST development corporations are working to look alter 
the economic development I’l these categories. These corpora¬ 
tions identity and assist the heneliciaries to start income-gen¬ 
erating ventures and linkages are also developed with 
anti-poverty programmes A National St and SI linanceand 
Development t orporation has also been set up to augment the 
existing institutional arrangement. In addition, programmes, 
like selling up ot special courts, development ot ectinomic and 
other infrastructure in the SC/ST dominated aic.is and other 
'Mrious integrated measures ot development, aie taking tare 
of socio-economic development ol these socially bai kvvard cat¬ 
egories. 


Q. 3. What is the magnitude of social backwardness in 
India? Describe briefly various programmes adopted during 
the Kighlh Five Year Plan for the economic upliftment of 
Srliedulril Castes and Scheduled Tribes? What should be the 
future strategy? 

.\n.s. Duiiiig l^tS! cciisiN, there were 10s million people 
in India belonging lo the Scheduled C astes (SC's). The num¬ 
ber lose to about HS million in IWl Ihis was about 16 per 
cent of the tt'lal population. While the Stales ol Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh have more 
lhaii 20 per cent ol their total population under the SC cat¬ 
egory States of l.'ttar Pradesh, VVest Bengal, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, 
■\ndhra Pradesh, Madhva Pradesh, Raiasihan and Karnataka 
aciouiU tor around 78 pm cent ot the total SC population in 
India. 

I'he population oi the Scheduled Uribes (STs), on the other 
hanJ,_ was ari'iind S-1 million in W8l and rose to about 6-1 
milium in 1*141, constituting around 8 per cenl of the total 
Indian population. Ma|oritv of the people living in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mi/oram, Nagaland, lakshadweep and 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli are tribals. States ot Madhya Pradesh. 
Bihar and Orissa account tor 46 per cent of the total tribal 
population. 

The Constitution ot India recognizes these categories as so¬ 
cially backword and provides for a number of constitutional pro¬ 


These categories of (lopiilalion have remameii oppiessed tor 
centuries and iwd special attention by the goveriimenl lo be 
brought at par with general i alegories. Pllorl must, theretore, aim 
at helping them tor longer periods of time so that their dev elop¬ 
ment is sustainable. Parlii ipalionol the people in the governmen- 
ta! programmes would certamly n’siilt in obtaining better outcome 
of these programmes Fhi' role I'l non-goveriunenl ageiuies is 
very important in this respect Ihese igeniies not onlv help in 
educating the target group about vaiioiis .schemes and programmts 
of Ihe gov'ernment, biH also increuM' the iiedilulilv cl such 
programmes. 

A periodnal review ot all tin- si heme.s al the ‘slate and 
national level would give an insiglil into tin- ellicaw of Ihe 
programmes loncerned The assisianci' in trading and devel¬ 
opment ol skills must be i-mphasi.sed .so that instead ol de¬ 
pending up.m Ihe subsidy and other direct benefils, the SC 
and ST population learn to grow with then own i apabilities. 
Newly created network of tinancial institutions, set up to pro¬ 
vide financial assislanie lo the S( /SI families, must try to 
nuance those pro|ects which would enhance the eionomii 
earnings of the beneficiary for a longer peiiod ot time. I here 
is also an urgent need to evaluate objectively a'l the on going 
schemes and modify them suitably to meet the requirements of 
the majority of SC/Sl population. Such measures would cer¬ 
tainly improve the working of ali the programmes for this 
backward segment of the population. 
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IMPROUING MEMORY-I 


/i|/ ih'iiniWOff Koi/ 
('/llKCl/ZlMri/ 

/ roni nontli ,rc ore to 

tiitrihlinr oii“l}it'i riyiilor fcotiire Fliv^e 
fcolurr.i ,irr irntliii hit lieu 

Clii'ii'iiltiitu ii'lii’ lioty ileiiioii'^lroll'll lii'^ 

III lui'vioiii reh'iifiiiii III /’/.lu''. 

iiicliolioy Ilk' I.tmni I'nii'i rl lieionl-- 

N (' |>uii;ii'‘-s in L ivili^ation or iiilluri 
would bf |ii'SMbli' wiiliout ni('mnr\, 
sinu’i'.i'.A lU'w inwiilion tL's!->oiltl\c-kind 
of knowli'd>;i' prt'vioiisK j^iiinrd iinii 
rcnu'iTilH’ivi.l ()r\ illn \Vi;‘;ht. tor insliincr, 
would iii'viT hiivo boi'n ribli’ to iiwi'iit lii;- 
iioropLino it hi- h.id not ri'nu'n'lH'i'od tin- 
kiw ol );r.ivity, llif m.iniior m which hird^ 
llv till'\''.n 111 w hit hull i'ii;;ini'opcriitfs, 
and a IhiHis.ind othoi tilings vM auirsc, 
<ibo\i' and In vond all ini'inorisi'd 
knoll li'di’c, his iini'iition took a gn at deal 
ol iriiaginatioii anil \i ill powi'v 
Imaniiialion .iiid will-|ioi\i't aic, in tact 
so lo' -i\ ii'lali'il to iiu'iiioi i lliai it is 
almost Iinj't"-sihh' to iiain (ncnioi\ 
\Mihou! irami iiii.ii’ination and will- 
powi" lit till' sanii' liiiir. 

I'lir I'l.iii, 1 '. !;ki' a hiigi' lil’rari 
I’M'iithin;; Afsi'i'O' hrai or li'ol is'.tori'i 
jii'fiiiaiu'iitl'. Ill ,.iK’ I'l till' other part oi 
the Inaiii ll.".\i'\ir, tiiain a linif.s it so 
liappi'iis that i\i' aie not alile to recall or 
leiiieini'er And, the ii-nai u'a>lioii is that 
iiiavl'e \vi lorgol lioweier, this is not 
al\\a\s true. What haj'pens is that \oii 
cannot locate VVliv does the- happen? 
Ih'cause we ilu not haxe anv mental 
catalogue to reter to 

Wliene’cer we are trying to recall 


something, we start searching it randomly 
in the lihrare of our brain. The moment ' 
we are unable to find it, we assume that i 
we have forgotten. 1 his means we need 
to develop a mental catalogue for ready 
reference so that we can make our , 
recalling and remembering efficient and ! 
etfective. ; 

l.et us first learn about how the i 
brain functions. There are two parts ot 
the brain: the left p.irl and the right 
part ' 



-1, 

Functions of Brain I 

Left part: 

Right part: 

Analysis 

Imagination 

Calculation 

Creativitv 

1 Ogll 

Dreams 

Verbali/alion 

Tanlasv 

Step b\ sle[i thinking 
.‘\bstraction 


lantasv 



the iett part is responsible tor 
verbalisation, logic, .inalysis, calculation, 
sei[tii'nlial, step b\ step thinking and 
abstraction It is useii bv teachers, lecturers 
and prolessois who do ail tlu'ir leaching 
through words Most ol the subjects 
taught arc tlirmigh words, whether it is 
in.ithi inatics sivial studies, ecimoniics, 
piiiitical sui'iU'e, management, pure 
siieni-e, l.ini'uages, literature, logic 
philosophy, psvchologc, education and 
iheolog 

The right part is responsible for 
visnali/ation, the tine arts (drawing, 
p.iinting, sculpture, drama, music, dance, 
literature when taught for enjoyment and 
appreciation), creativity, dreams and 
tanta.sy. It is connected with seeing tilings 



synthetically and concretely, as a whole 
To the great loss of studimls, our schools 
and colleges liardly ever help to develo]i 
this part 

The rni.sician who recalls a melody 
which he has heard only once may not 
be able to remember voii and vour name 
The fellow who startles you by 
remembering yoiii name after ten vears 
mav net be able to recall a molodv which 
he mav ha\’e lu'iiid a do/en oi more 
times. 

■ How good is MHir mem(ir\' tor 
names and laies’ 

■ How givid 1 '' \ouj’ rnemoiv for 
numbers? 

■ Hinv gi'Oil is \our meinor\ lur 
errands nr appointment especialK ter 

; those will'h ail' not lonnisled with \,i>in 
busiiu's ’ 

■ How long I an von lemenilu'i llu 

I contenls ol a hook that \ou read or ol a 
lilin you 

■ (. an \ou lemembi'i theia.ds whii'h 
ha\e bieii plax'ed in a bridije, iiimnu, i.r 
other card games.' 

■ Is there a ditleieiue in \ 11 u atiihtv 
to remember things whiib happened (a) 
last month and (/') ten vears ago? 

Von will iind that moM ]'i'o|<le will 
.UM be able to answer all the i|ueslii)ns in 
attirmalive. 

the goal ol this senes will be to help 
you to de\ elop skills and k> ri'-eoiled tilings 
lar belter than \ou ordinarilv do. Hie 
; dillerenie between a Irainod and an 
' untrairieit memoiy cIch-s not show itcclf 
necessarily in remembering words, 
! numbers, books, appointmer.ts or business 
facts, but in die ability to remember all the 
' things which %vc must know. 

To be continued 


776APnU 'na COMPf-TiriOMMACrEF^ 




Model Paragraphs 


"He that lives upon hope will die 
fasting." 

-Bi’/./iim/H rriinUw. 

In iiaior lo meet the pres-iing de- 
itwikK oI diU'-lo-dciv life, more hope 
k’cids .1 nuin iinly ti>vv<uds the ditches of 
depiesiion .nd dcpri\ntion. Man by 
nature is a hopetul animal, but by 
necessitv he lives on work and wages, 
whiili m turn, tuilil his physical as well 
as emotional lenuirements Hope, not 
SLipporteil b\ hard work, turns out to be 
an illusion ol tlie most demeaning 
dimension ('nlv those who work and 
wea\e tin' fabric ol their lortune deserve 
to be rewarded ,VI 1 scriptures lav em¬ 
phasis on the virtue ol vvoik in tite and 
theft' IS noilimg .is exciting and exulting 
as hope bom out ot one's heart and soul 
in some concrete and constructive work 
th.it IS kiA to all siKcess m life 1 loping 
ag.iinst hope mav be tenable in theorv but 
as tar as tiie ngorou;> realities ol life are 
concerneil. hope without solid an<l 
sei. ms work leaves one and all fasting— 
rather 'vitig 1 lope cannot tei\l us, nor 
ian it tire oiii im.igiiiation and fuel our 
resoKe i.i is'.ialion He who tries to live 
upon hope, without esplonng ^he wheie- 
wilhal of life, exposes himselt to damna¬ 
tion and death 

"There is neither sin nor virtue; 
there is only ignorance." 

-Sh'.'iiui Vnvkuiuwdn 
Most of us are victims of igno¬ 
rance—may be as a lesult ol illiteracy, 
over-bloated egos or spiritual sterility or 
stagnation. Through the coloured glasses 
ot our pride and prejudice, we see things 
around and pass judgement, mostly in 
Ignorance and impatience. As ordinary 
mortals, swayed by emotions and short¬ 


sighted vision of events and situations, 
we are given tc- jumping at conclusions 
; that are more a reflection of our ignorant 
[ minds than based on sound scrutiny and 
serious examination The world at large 
suffers more because ot the ignoraiiee of 
I those who matter. Manv precious mo¬ 
ments of life are lost in the ma/e and 
haze of ignorance that remains spread 
around us like thick fog. In tact, most of 
, our judgements on sin or virtue, ugly 
’ and beautitul, are the outcome of our 
mind's working that has been fed on 
fake or fabricated tacts about life )usl as 
sugar is sweet tor some and poison for 
others, similarly wha* constitutes good 

■ or bad, vice or virtue, depends upon our 
mental health free from the ignominv of 

I ignorance, the mother of all ills. 

"Character is like a tree and 
. reputation like its shadow." 

-Abniliiim l.iiuvln 

] Human character stands for its 
I strength and stamina if properly culti¬ 
vated and correlated with lamily 1 1aits, 
.social climate and self-actjiiiied cju.iii- 
lics of head and heart. N'olhing .stands 
by a person as firmly and reliably .w 
' his chaiacter. On the contrary, repiit.i- 
; lion, like the shadow ot a tree, is both 
shallow and shitting, fragile and fleet¬ 
ing. Whereas, we can fiilh rely upon .i 
man of rharacter, we can hardly look 
upon reputation as something salutary 
and soothing. It takes years to chisel 
. and chasten human character and like a 
: tree ihaf requires can. and conscious 
' concern. Between character and repti- 
; tation, it is the former that exhibits 
i courage and conviction. The latter, 

■ hardly, offers any solace or succour 

: however bright it may appear to the 
. self and others. A person is known by 


the eliaractcr that he wears on his 
person and exhibits in moments of 
crisis. Character, like a tree, is substan¬ 
tial 111 essence and reality, whereas 
reputation, like the shadow, is more a 
myth or mirage. Charactei is the mirror 
that reflects the phi.s and minus pc'ints 
ol a human being and like the tree, its 
routs are deep 

"Men reveal them.selveK in music, 
not in dissonance." 

- Tagore. 

The language and message ol 
music is niit oniv uni'.ersal but unique 
, in essence and ecstasy (he finest 
cjiialities of a human head and heart are 
revealed in music, lieuiiise it embodies 
and manile.sts the mosl i reativ e in- 
' stiiiiis .ind inelmations ol men's per¬ 
sonality. It there is ,ii\ything that iiits at 
the roots ol our mental healtli and 
soci.il harmoiw, it is dissonanee that is 
both jarring and jittering. I.vive, the 
highest luinian impulse, finds I'xpres- 

■ sion in iniisit and tmi-. links man with 
lii.s beloved, whether human or spiri¬ 
tual. Nature, wb.irh is the noblest 
inan.lestatiiin ol liarnimv;, born •>ul ot 
'sermons m stones, book'- in the run¬ 
ning, biouks and nuisit- or iiieloilv in 
birds and insects’, leveals ilsell in men 
as well when they create a world ol 
rhythm around them with thuii innate 

. gilt ol music. Musical minds are nevc*i 
mean and no morbid thought ever 
touches them. Willi music men meta¬ 
morphose the milieu around with new 
; meanings, where distrust and disdain 
take to their liccls, ne\ cr lo spoil the 
I feast of refrain and revelation. Kfusic is 
; such a force in men that creates bridges 

■ of understanding even among strangers 
i and sworn enemies. 
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I am a student of B.Sc. 
and I would like to cam 
some money in my spare 
time. Can I contribute 
articles to magazines? 

Which arc the other 
things I can do? 

—Ufiiitii Pniit, Lucknow 



I’cirning money while studying is n 
very good thing indeed, as it keeps one 
ocrupied and also provides some pocket 
money. Students do various things in their 
spare time. One of the commonest is to 
take up tuitions and help children in their 
home woik and studies One can also 
explore options ot uorking in an ottire, 
through triends and ai iiuamtances 
Altcrnaiely, one can design dresses or 
interiors lor pi'ople, pnn kled one has the 
knack for it. 

You can also contribute articles t.' 
magazines It they are good, the\ will be 
published and vou will be paid as well. 
You can ccmlact local ni-wspapcrs for 
starters and latei start writing tor national 
magaz.ines. Mam of \ our arts les m.i\ be 
rejected initialK, but do not lose heai I and 
continue .sending tliem. Slowly, vou will 
find tliat you lire making an impact. We 
wish vou all su> cess in \our endeaiouis 


Some day.s back I bought a "Bu.sincss 
CK" book published from New Pclhi. 
All the questions were from Tm 
CoMPi riiioN Mxsiiu published during 
the last year. How is this possible? From 
where can I get additional Business GK? 

- .Sii/ii/ccp Aiuv'.il !^ca‘ I kiln 
We are av.an* ot the tact that many 
publishers tiequentlv htt material Ironi 
Iiu CnMrrrmiiN; Masiik. The Business tiK 
section is copied most otten. Since 
imitation is the best form of flatlerv, this 
means that our magazine is publishing 
material that students cannot find 
elsewhere. Many readers ha\ e also written 
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to US saying that ejuestions of Business GK 1 the communications industry, 
asked ill exams have been from our 

magazine. Those appearing lor MBA had Who made the Statue of Liberty and 
better check this section in all our issues! when? 

1 —Subhendii lliknsh Maiulal, liankurn 

I am very curious about the Hubble < fW.B ) 

Space Telescope. Can you tell me about i The Statue of Liberty was designed 
it? I by Frederic Bartholdi and was giv en to iJie 

lyoliranjiw Rn>u'nl, (Orinsii) . US by Franceon the 100 th anniversary ol 
The Hubble Space lelescope is an i US independence 
orbiting reflecting telescope built to send ; 

data troin space to the earth via radio Certain capsules are available in the 
vvMM’s I he benefits ot an orbiting ; market, which claim to increase memory 
telescope are many. It can look deeper into ■ and IQ. How effective are they? 
space, and the images are clearer, since it ' ■Gmilaiii Dan, Rrlliimliilian (\MR) 

IS above the earth's atmosphere, away ■ It is known for certain that IQ 
Iroiri the dust and light distortion It is [ cannot be increased simply by eating 
alsc'a major achievement ol the American capsules. As tar as memory is 
space jiiogiamiiie . coneerned, it cannot he measiitei'' on 

The Hubble Space telescope was . any scale, so some products may claim 
released into space on April 2 ^, IWO Irom ' that they are ettective in memc'rv 
the space sluilile, PiMVVcn^. It laced many ■ improvement. In the absence ot < iiiiica' 
pioblemsbiitthesewererectifiedlater.lt ; resuits, one can •■ay that their 
has sent some ivmiirkahlc'picluiesot outer ' effectiveness is very doubtful, 
space, iniiltijilviiig man's ability to look ; 

into space man\ times over. I want to become an astronomer. 

Which subjects should I concentrate on? 
What arc optic fibres? —Sonin Arorn, Mtinihai 

- Lulls'// Knmnr, Delhi 'I'o become an astronomer, you will 

.'\n optical fibre is a tine strand of have to study in the science stream Do 
transpaivnt material, usually high-purity ■ your B.bc. and later apply to a specialised 
glass, that is able to guide light through it . institute. Two such institutes which otfc>r 
by repca*"cl internal reflection A bundle ; astronomy courses are: Indian Institute of 
of parallel fibres can transmit iinage.s, no Astrophysics and Tata Institute of 
matter how the bundle is bent, each fibre Fundamental Research. You can also go 
carrying a dot ot light from one i-nd to the ! abroad for your studies, 
other. Because of tliis, they are used m j 

medical instruments to explore the gaslro- j I work in Bhilai Steel Plant but 
intestinal tract, as telephone cables and ; there is no future for me here. Can 1 go 
many other applicatmns. The industrytltat i abroad? 

IS using optic fibre technology the most is —Anil Agnrwnl, Bliiliii (M.P). 








There are many opportunities abroad for skilled workers. 
Tlu’re are two ways you can try going abro«id. First, apply for 
jobs and when you arc able to get one, the company will lielp 
you in your trar el arrangements. Secondly, you can apply for 
immigration to countries like Australia and Canada Fill in the 
required forms and see whether you qualify in the criteria laid 
down. A number ot consultants will help you immigrate and 
advise you how best to go about it 

I am doing Ph.D. in Life Sciences. Shall I do MBA after 
thi.s? 

—Vandtina Dliunjal, Neio DrUii. 

We receive many such questions from people in varied 
fields who want to do their MBA. There is no doubt that this 
degree is required tor a career in the corporate w'orld The 
point is do you really want it? If you are doing Ph.D. in pure 
sciences, your skill would be better utilised in a research- 
related career, or even in teaching Your frustration may have 
arisen because of few opportunities or low pay scales. Before 
you decide on MBA, you have to decide whether you are cut 
out tor a career in management. The world is entirely 
ditleiont Irom what you may have experienced so far. There 
is thus no model answer to your question: if you feel that 
you are at a dead end, change your career by ail means, 
tllhorwise, you may do w'ell to stick to pure sciences rather 
than spend another two years studying in a completely 
unrelated area. 

('an I do R Com. and C.A. simultaneously? 

— I’.S Anand, Triimtdnim (Kerala) 

As the t'A can be done by correspondence, you can do both 
li Com and CA simultaneously You can enrol after class 12 and 
obtain the literature from Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India. For further details, see "Car».H.'rs in Finance" published in 
our March issue 

W'liat i.s the best way to improve vocabulary in English? 

—Mi’liul Vaidi/a, Alimcdahad (Cii/iiral) 

Student-, often try to mug up wordlists in an effort to improve 
\ ocabularv, but that is very inefficient. A better way is to do a lot 
ol extra reading and check the words as they appear in the text. 
You will learn Faiglish usage in this manner, which will help you 
retain the words for a longer period of time. You can also mak(‘ 
I'oiabiilary cards—list the words on one side and usage on the 
other Carry these cards with you and try to use the words in 
your conversation. Slowly, you will realise that your vocabulary 
is increasing 

I am studying in class 12. Can I do Genetic 
Engineering? 

- -Nelia Sharma, Pathankot (Punjab) 

You can appear for the Biotechnology test conducted by 
the JNU. After your basic degree, you can branch out into 
genetics. 




Stay ahead with . . . 

,S, ( IkuhI's I)cs( hooks 
for ('oitipclilions 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 



C.S. BadI & R.S. Aggarwal 

S. Chand's General Studies 2/e 1998 

Rs. 

450.00 

(mffi tree supplement on Current Events) 

R.S. Aggarwal 

S Chand's Question Bank in General Studies 1/e 1998 

ManI Ram Aggarwal'a 

Rs. 

150.00 

G. K. Digest & Gen. Studies 5B/e 1998 

Rs. 

200.00 

LANGUAGE 



A.N. Kapur 



General English for Competitions 

(In Press) 

R.S. Aggarwal & Monika Aggarwal 

Objective General English 1/e 1998 

Rs. 

175.00 

T. Saran 

Precis Writing and Drafting 30/e 1995 

Rs. 

40.00 

REASONING 



R.S. Aggarwal 

Verbal Reasoning 1/e rcpnnt 1998 

Rs. 

.115.00 

Non-Verbal Reasoning 2/e 1998 

Rs. 

105.00 

Verbal & Non-Verbal Reasoning 2/e 1998 

Rs. 

200.00 

NUMERICAL ABILin 



R.S. Aggarwal 

Data Interpretation 1/e reprint 1998 

Rs. 

45.00 

Maths, lor NDA Entrance Exam. 4/e 1997 

Rs 

120.00 

Maths, for CDS Entrance Exam. 3/e repnnt. 1998 

Rs. 

120.00 

Maths, lor MCA Entrance Exam. 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

105.00 

Maths, lor MBA Entrance Eiiam. 1/e reprint 1997 

Rs. 

135,00 

Maths, tor BBA Entrance Exam. 1/e edn. 1998 

Rs. 

135.00 

Ob]. Arithmetic 2/e reprint. 1998 

Rs. 

110.00 

Quantitative ^titude 6/e 1998 

Rs. 

115.00 

sNi irfiriTT (TOfro 57^ rrfer) 5/e 1997 

Rs. 

100.00 

m- JITO ^ rtfbr) 3/e 1997 

Rs. 

90.00 

COMPLETE GUIDES 



R.S. Aggarwal 

Guide for Bank P.O. Exam I/e reprint 1997 

Rs. 

150.00 

S.S.C. Clerk's Grade Kit (Fully Solved) 1/e 1997 

Rs 

150.00 

Guide tor MCA Entrance Exam. 2/e 1997 

Rs. 

145 00 

^ 1/e 1997 

Rs. 

65.00 

K.L. Kumar 

Your Inten/iew 1/e 1997 

Rs 

95.00 

Sillily )‘ii( k<inc fur Ijiniiirrriiii; iiiul 


1 

Mi-dual Ijilriiiici’ i.xiimimilwits 



Mahesh Jain 

Objective Physics 

Rs. 

250.00 

IIT Physics 

(In Press) 

H. Kaur 

Objective Chemistry 

Rs 

325.00 

S.R. Singh 

Objective Botany 

P.S. Verma A P.C. Srivastava 

Rs 

150.00 

Objective Zoolugy 

(In Press) 

R.S. Aggarwal 

Question Bank in Malhcmatics 

Rs. 

125.00 

Shraesh Bhardwaj 

Question Bank in Chemistry 

Rs. 

95.00 

Mahesh Jain A M.K. Gupta 

Question Bank in Physics 

Rs. 

105.00 



S. CHAND & COMPANY LTD. 


Ram Nagar. New Delhi-110055 
Ph: 7772080-81-82 Fax: 91-11-7777446 


bc;n, hec Hkinqui: 


.1 '...Lonnoi M: r .'J.':*' L'Uw-; 

Koclii r* t utLno'-v 

‘ .Ood! Nur]f)u( »• i. ■'"’Ci P<i 


WhafsSnieP 


C\s'uw htib Irame an important part of 
several tompctitivc exams, especially Civil 
Services (Mains). This series has been started 
to help reaJeis develop the art of rssay- 
icritin^ 

Style, in the simplest possible words, 
is the cirt of presentation, be it an essay, a 
letter, a thesis, or an oration. 

Another definition could be; style is 
the use of best words in the pos.siblc order. 

Yet, another could be the combination 
of exquisite imagery with exquisite 
verbiage. 

The fact, yet remains, despite the 
number ol definitions we produce, that 
style is an indefinable clement in a 
writer. The reader can feel and smell it 
but cannot put his hand on it. It's like 
fragrance in a flower—there, 
unmistakably, but hard, almost 
impossible to pin down. 

Many aspirants to higher and better 
career, who have to produce evidence that 
they can write "brilliant" essays, falter and 
fail on this count—style It's not because 
they cannot write good English but 
because their concept of "style" is either 
faulty, or worse, anaemic 

Obscurity in writing is a proof of 
darkness in the mind. The greatest 
learning is to be with greatest plainness. 

One woman savs to another: "Mv 
husband is a bore." Another savs, "Mine 
is a brilliant bore'" See the difference 
between a weak and a vibrant 
expression. The meaning in both cases 
is the same. 

Wit and humour also play a part in 
style. According to one story, a candidate 
was teasingly asked, "IJo you drink?" He 
countered with: Sir, is it a question or an 
invitation? 

Style is the d ress of thought. Thoughts 


have to be put in words. The words are 
your tools. You can "stump" your reader 
with the use of your words. 

Buffon has said, "The style is the 
man." He further says, "Style supposes 
the re-union and the exercise of all the 
intellectual faculties." 

Stendhal says, "I see but one rule, to 
be clear. If I am not clear, all my world 
crumbles to nothing." 

H.G. Wells, to come closer to our 
times, backs this up by his, "I write as I 
walk because I want to get somewhere 
and 1 write as straight as 1 can just as I 
walk as straight as I can, because that is 
the best way to get there." 

If it is difficult to define style, 
.Alexander lialeigh, says, "l^t your style 
be clear—a plain, honest, English style, 
with point and pith in it. 1 do hope in this 
respect that your first love will be your 
last, and that your people will never be 
amazed by heanng from your lips some 
ot those strange combinations which have 
been imported of late from other 
languages And let it be fresh and neiv, not 
interlarded nor overlaid too much. You have 
to speak to the generation which is living, 
and you must do it the way you will best 
accomplish the end." 

You have, no doubt, been in a 
crowded room, and noted that one 
member of the company "holds the 
floor". You ask yourself why, and 
although it is almost impossible to 
find an exaci answer, you dimly 
realise l.iat the person concerned has 
the gift or "personality". In other 
words, style. 

The same quality is found in the 
work of certain writers—an indefinable 
"something" that breathes life into it 
I and compels interest. You cannot get 
! to the heart of the people if your tongue 


drips Latin metaphors. The common 
people are not very interested in 
syntax. 

A number of people will write in 
a style that tliey believe that erudition 
is synonymous with style, and that to 
be impressive you must also be 
pedantic. 

The first deadly sin against style is 
circumlocution—or in the modern idiom, 
wind. The point for you to consider is: 
never write a hundred words about 
something you could say in ten 
words. In particular, we would address 
this warning to our studenks, for they 
have an incredible capacity in this 
direction. Again and again, we beg them 
to cut the cackle but many of them appear 
to be drunk with words. Editors want 
quality not quantity. Let us give an 
example of "wind". 

Jesus Christ, finding that millions ol 
his disciples had become immoral, gone 
away from the righteous path, had 
strayed, were not following his teaching'-, 
shod copious tears. 

These words can be dclla‘e<l into 
"Christ wept" 

Avoid muddy language Cieneiallv 
speaking, a writer's style i.s a laithfiil topv 
of his mind. If vou want to write a lucid 
style, let there be first light in your mind. 
It is the verbal hodv of a writer's mental 
life. A good writer creates his oven st\ Ic; a 
bad one imitates him! 

Disciplined writing comes from a 
disciplined mind. A mind that goes wool¬ 
gathering produces fragmented and 
shoddy style. A pure style in writing is 
the outcome of rejection of all that is 
superfluous. 

Can you improve upon tliis sentence: 
"She is a long stalk of loveliness?" Or "She 
patted a yawn to extinction." 
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BENEMlIHIinREIIISS 

Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission (Preliminary) Exams held in March, 1997 


Giivn below ore the remaining questions set in this exam. Eight}/ 
questions of this paper were published earlier in the CM. 

1. Poverty line is an indicator of: 

(a) rural population 

(h) unemployment 
(r) low food intake 
((/) weak government 

2. India's recent industrial development is due to: 

(a) low interest rate 

(!>) higher number of entrepreneurs 

(c) privatisation 

(d) liberal industrial policy 

3. Tala Iron and Steel Company is located at: 

(«) Asansol (b) Bhadravati 

(c) Jamshedpur (d) Salem 

4. The father of Economics is: 

(d) J.M. Keynes (b) Adam Smith 

(c) Malthus (d) David Ricardo 

5. Which of the following is not true? 

to) Commercial banks keep some cash with the Central 
bank 

((') Inflation results in increase in cost of living 
(c) Reser ve Bank is the Central bank of India 
(it) Reserve Bank gives loan to any member of the public 
fi When did our Constitution come into force? 

(rt) 15th August, 1947 

(b) 26th November, 1949 
(<) 26th January, 1950 
■i) 2nd October, 1952 

7 Who was the Chairman of the Constituent Assembly? 
(i/' Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
(h) Dr Rajendra Prasad 

(c) Pandit Jawaharldl Nehru 
((/) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

H Hov\- many States arc there in India? 

(fl) 20 (b) 22 (c) 25 (d) 27 

9 India is a I'ederal State, because: 

(a) there is distribution of powers 
• (b) them is separation of powers 

(c) there is concentration of powers 

(d) none of the above 

10. Which one of the following is a Union Territory’ 

(a) Goa (b) Manipur 

(c) Daman & Diu (d) Nagaland 

11. Which one of the following is not a State? 




(a) Nagaland (b) Chandigarh 

(c) Manipur (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

12. Who is the Constitutional head of India? 

(fl) President (b) Prime Minister 

(c) Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

(d) Speaker 

13. Which one of the following is not a Fundamental Right 
at present? 

(a) Right to freedom 

(h) Cultural and Educational Rights 

(c) Right to property 

(d) Right to freedom of religion 

14. The President of India has so far declared financial emer¬ 
gency: 

(a) once (l») twice 

(c) three times (d) never 

15. The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to: 

(a) the President of India 

(b) the Prime Minister 

(c) the Parliament 

(d) the Nation 

16. What is the sanctioned strength of the I,ok Sabha at 
present? 

(a) 5.30 (b) 542 (c) 545 (d) 552 

17. Panchayats arc given Constitutional Status by: 

(fl) 72nd Amendment (b) 73rd Amendment 

(c) 44th Amendment (d) 53rd Amendment 

18. Sarkaria Commission was appointed- 

(a) to find a solution to the P.injab Crisis 

(b) to examine Centre-State relations 
(f) to resolve Cauvery Water Dispule 

(d) to examine the nexus between politician and criminals 

19. Who i- the Chairman of the Planning ( ommission? 

(tt) President (b) Vice-President 

fc) Prime Minister id) Planning Minister 

20. When was the first general election held? 

(a) 1950 (b) 1951 (c) 1952 (d) 1953 

21. Who is Chairman of the National Development Coimcil? 

(a) The President 

(b) The Vice President 

(c) The Prime Minister 

(d) The Planning Minister 

22. Where is Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Acad¬ 
emy located? 

(fl) New Delhi (b) Mussoone 


APRIL'98 COMPETITION MASTER 781 





(f) Hyderabad (d) Mumbai 

23. The President s Kule in .1 St.ite l annot remain in force for 
more than: 

(n) 3 months .it ,1 iinie (/') six months at a time 

((') one month at a time (./i one vear at a time 

24 A new Stale > iin he Lrealed m India 
(ii) In tlu- C eiilial ( ahiiiel's apf’roval 
(/>) bv a sin\('k ii\a)oiii\ in Parliament 
(c) h\ .1 J/ lid nia|oritv ol I’arliament 
(ill In a ? 'Ird ma|oiil'. in Parliament and approval by a 
ma|orilv ot Stales 

23. VVhii h one ol the lullovvm^; is a regional party’ 

(a.i C'.PI (\lj (/•) H.J.P. 

(() Nationalsonterence (tl) National I’ront 

26 Who was thi' first woman I )alit ( hief Minister ot a State? 

(ill Ms Ma\.nvati (h) Mrs Stirojini Naidii 

(I'l Ms Padmaja Naidii (d) Mrs Nandini Satpati 

27 Amoiia the tollovvina, who was mainly responsible for 
the formula oj Indian National Confess? 

( 11 ) .Man Octavian I liime (/>) iial Gangadhar Tilak 

(e) l.ala l.aipat Rai id) None of them 

28. The [allianwala llaah Iraj;edv took place in the year 
( 11 ) PIPI (fi) pns (;•) 1642 (d) 1645 
26 Who was the lirst Austrian to win I’lX'nch Open lennis 
Sinf'les.' 

{(() Thomas Miistei (/i) Boris Becker 

(c) Aaassi ((/) Michael Chang 

30. World linvironment Uay is celebrated on: 

(a) [linen (h) julv 5 

(f) April 22 (d) [lily 7 

31 Indian S|Mic Kesearih t >rgaiii.sation h.is its headquarters at: 
(a) Thirinananthapnram (/O Ahmedahad 

ii) llydeiabad (d) Bangalore 

32. Piik the odi.1 man out Irom the lollowing' 

( 0 ) Kapil I )e\ (h) Kuan Belli 

6) \'iswaiialhan .\naiul (if) leanderPaes 

33 sH Ms Space c’entie is loi ated at 

(u) Srihaiikoia ((>) .Munedabad 

( 1 ) Pori Blau (if) lliumba 

34 ■ Ironaeh.ii va .'3waid is piesented to a 

(a) ChamjMon ill archery if') Hockey plavoi 
( 1 ) npoi 1',, , 1,11 h (if) Cliessihampion 

35 Idenlifi the ileiii wliiili is not voirecih matched' 

(ill P'SSt'hmpu-- -- Seoul 

(i’l P*621 tlvuipiis ~ Bartelona 

(i) I'ISI Ci|\nipiis — losAngeles 

(if) |6'.'('i I )1\mpu s — Moscow 

.'ki I viiisuler the lollow ing 

I Ihomastnp World Badminton 

II Ashe;. I ruket 

Hi HuiaiuU lip - lootball 

IV. .Xga Khan t up -- 1 locke\ 

C)t the above 

(ii) 1 & II are correct 

(fi) I, II and IV are correi t 


(c) I alone is correct (if) All are correct 

37. Comet Shoemaker-Levy collided with- 

(a) Saturn (b) Jupiter (c) Mars (if) Venus 

38. Who won the Nobel Peace I’rizc for 1994? 

(fl) Nelson Mandela (b) Rajiv Ciandhi 

fc) Yasser Arafat and Shimon Peres 
(dj Gorbachev 

39. The latest achievement in Indian Space Programme is. 
(a) launching of Remote Sensing Satellite IRS-IA 

(h) launching of Rohini Satellite 

(c) launching of PSl.V-I)3 (if) laimching of ASI.V 

40. The Joint Sector Thermal Power Pro)ect to be started in 
Tamil Nadu is at' 

(a) Neyveli (h) luticorin 

(c) North Chennai (d) Jayamkondam 

41. The person who won Magsaysay Award in 1964 is: 

(a) Kiran Bedi (b) M S. Siibbiilakshmi 

(c) Mother Teresa (if) None of the above 

42. The Surat Split in Indian National C ongress took place m 
the year: 

(a) 1905 (ft) 1911 (c) 1915 (if) None ol these 

43. Substance used to make rubber strong: 

(a) Chlorine (h) Sponge 

(r) Sulphur (if) Iron 

44. 1. LPG is a mixture ot oxygen and hydrogen. 
2. Lignite is excavated in Tamil Nadu at Kalpakkam. 

(a) false, false (b) true, true 

(f) true, false (if) false, true 

45. Match the following lu.ing the codes given below. 

(A) Asia Cup — (1) Tprims 

(B) Davis Cup — (2) Cricket 

(C) Derby ■ ■ (3) Badminton 

(D) Thomas Cup — |4) Horse rai e 

Codes: 

A B C D 

(a) 1 2 3 4 

(h) 4 3 2 1 

(f) 2 14 3 

(if) 3 2 14 

46. Match the following using the codes gnen below. 

(A) October 2 — (1) Republic Day 

(B) Septembers - (2) Independenci D.iv 

(C) August 15 — (.3) leachers’ Day 

(D) January 26 — (4) Gandhi Birthday 

Codes: 

A B C I) 

(a) 12 3 4 

(h) 2 3 4 1 

(0 3 4 1 2 

(if) 4 3 2 1 

47. Match the following using the codes given below: 

(A) Bharatd Natyam — (1) Clrissa 

(B) Odissi — (2) Andhra Pradesh 

(C) Kuchipudi — (3) Tamil Nadu 

(D) Kathakali — (4) Kerala 
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Codes: 

(«) 

O') 

(f) 

(</) 


A 

3 

2 

1 


R 

1 

3 

2 

3 


C D 

2 4 

4 1 

3 4 

2 1 


48. WliLW is (.VntrdI Mininj' Ktw.irch institute Ku'<iti\P 

(ii) Cuttack (/)) Jamshedpur 

(f) Dhanbad (d) I’une 

49. Which is the incorrect pair amonj* the following? 

(ii) Indira (iandhi — UN Population Award 

(|i) S. Chandrashekhar — Nobel I’ri/e for Physics 

(c) Mahadcvi Verma — Jnanpith Award 

ill) Mother leresa — Magsaysay Award 

50 India carried out its first underground nuclear exjrlosion 


in- 


(fl) Pokhran ((') Thumba (c) Narora (il) Kota 
51 Which of the following pairs depicts the right combination’’ 

(h) jawaharlal Ni'hru — 'Uo or die' 

(b) Mahatma (landhi — 'Swaraj is mv birth right' 

(c) ciardar Patel — 'Delhi Chalo' 

(d) S.C' Rose — 'Clive mo blood, I will give 

you freedom' 

.'’2 The country which is called the 'I and of the Rising Sun' is: 
f(() Cambodia {b) Japan 

(r) Thailand (d) Indonesia 

5,3 Knajuraho is situated in the State of: 
fi() Andhra Prcxlesh (li) Maharashtra 

(i) Urissa ^ Madhya Pi adesh 

54 The 'Last Supper', a tamvUis Keiiaissanci’ painting was .i 
masterfiieceol. 

(a) Michelangelo (bi Leonardo da Vinci 

(i) 'ntian (d) Raphael 

55. l-oLir ;Vl(d/;s (religious centres) in lout corners of India 
were eslahhshed by: 

III) Swann V'ivekananda 
(/') Ramakrishna Paramhamsa 
(i) Shnnkar<ichar\'a 
(d) Swami Shraddhanand 


% M.ilch the lollovving using the codes given heloiv 

(A) Caiiverv 

— 

(1) /Xndhra 

(R) Krishna 

— 

(?) lainil Nadu 

(C) t.anges 


(.3) I'gypt 

(D) Nile 

- 

(4) West Reiig.il 

Codes: 



.A B 

C 

D 

(it) 4 3 

2 

1 

(/!'. 3 2 

1 

4 

(c) 2 1 

4 

3 

(d) 1 2 

3 

4 

57. Ramnkrishna Mission was founded by: 

((?) Paramansar 


(b) Vinobaji 

(c) Ramakrishna 


(d) Vivekanand.i 

58. Water has highest density at: 

(fl) 0'’c (h) ec 

(c) 100'’C (d) 10"C 
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1 

Advanced e.ssays (Lalesl liurning topics) • 

too 00 

2 

InrJian Govt S Politics 

200.00 

3 

Advanced Physics 

200.00 

4 

General English 

70.00 

5 

Cornniuice (Accoiiniing, Auditiiuj S, Tiixatioii) 

1 to 00 

C 

Gandhi. Tagore & Nehiu • 

32 00 

7 

Hindi tor Civil Stirvicns 

60.00 

8 

Ancient & Mcdiiiv.il History ■ 

160 00 

9 

Miidein Indian H'sloiy • 

85 00 

10 

World History • 

145.00 

11 

r.onety in India (Accrirdii.ri ir. Revised Syilutiusi 

110,00 

12 

General Sociology (Acr.'iiumg to Revised Syllahu.s) 

125.00 

i:3 

Pclihc.al Science (Tliee.'yi 

1 15 00 

14 

Political Gcicnr.o (Ceinparalivc F’olihr.s) 

125 00 

If. 

liileriialiorial Htlalions (I7lti Ri-viseU Edition) 

225 00 

1C 

Econo'iiic, 1 

85.00 

1 / 

hdian ; r.oaorny (A Clru.-I Siiivey up to July I7) 

160.00 

18 

irisliit'i Consliluhoii (Obu^Mfvr Text; 

48 00 

!!■ 

ledi.m Govt K politic:, inr.yi'.e'l Edilirim 

200 00 

20 

Nnlfon.il Movoriif.ni in If'diii (Thoioutjhiy Rovi««Gd Efi'tiori)35 00 

;?i 

y/o'Iri C rnstilutions iFlrvised Edition) 

ISC 00 

22 

iri’urn.ilconal Politic:. 

100.00 

23 

WrMcrn H Inilci’i Politic,,1 Thinkui 

185 00 

24 

Political Thought (Pl.nto to Maix! 

100 00 

25 

UNO 

100 00 

26 

Social Economic Problems of India (E Chander.in) 

too 00 

27 

9lh Pr/e Year Plan 

In Press 

2 b 

Pi.'tilic. Adrnini.stiatiori Paper 1 

120 00 

29 

Public Adriiiiiislialion Paper II 

140,00 

• Also Available in Hindi Medium 1 
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59. Nucleus of an atom has: 

(a) electrons (f>) protons 

(f) protons ai\d neutnrns ((/) electron and proton 

60. The author ol India's National Smg is. 

(ii) Kahindra Nath lagorc 

(b) Subramania Itharati 

(r) Hankim ( handra t hatleriee 
(li) N'one ot tin- above 

61. Name llie Male u hicli lias the /ivi.sl population: 

(ill (.ioa (/') Tripura 

(f) Sikkim fd) Nagaland 

62 Among the following, who has received Dada Sahib 
Phalke Award in 1W2? 

(fl) Lata Mangcshkar (li) Prithviraj Kapoor 

(() Bhaiji Pandarkar (rf) NitinBose 

6.1 Where is the Election Commission located? 

(ii) Calcutta (b) Chennai 

(f) New Delhi (d) Mumbai 

64. 'Artha Shastra' was written by: 

(a) Kalidas (b) Kautilya 

(c) K.K. Narayan (d) Banabhatta 

65. James Bond is a character created by: 

(a) Ian Homing (b) P.G. Wndehouse 

(c) Perry Masoro (d) Earl Stanley Gardener 

66. Where is the National Gallery of Modern Art' located? 

(ii) Mysore (b) Kanpur 

(c) New Delhi (d) Lucknow 

67. Silent Valley Project is being given up because of: 

(ri) btate governments' indifference 

(b) danger to the place's ecological features 
(f) economic non-feasibility 

(d) its unsuitability to the region 
68 ‘Antyodaya’ is a scheme to: 

(n) uplift weaker sections ot society 
(/') provide mjj-day meals to .schixil children 


(a) DeutchMark (b) Kroner 

(c) Yen (d) Rial 

74 The organic compounds that contain nitrogen: 

(fl) Glucose (b) Fructose 

(c) Protein i./i I'ats 

75. Which one of the following is .i climax toresP 

(a) Thorn forest (bj Deciduous forest 

(c) Evergreen forest (i/) Alpine forest 

76. The 'thermostat' of a bird or mammal is in its: 

[a) cerebrum (b) spinal cord 

(c) medulla oblongata (dj hypothalamus 

77. Which of the following regulates and controls the entry 
of light mto the human eye? 

(fl) Cornea (b) Ins 

(c) Retina (d) Anteiior chamber 

78. Which of the following atmospheric gases is in highest 
percentage? 

(fl) Carbon dioxide (b) Oxygen 

(c) Ozone fd) Nitrogen 

79. The organ of the body which is m.iinly damaged in hepa¬ 
titis is: 

(a) lung (b) liver (c) kidney (d) brain 

80. Match the following using tlic codes given below 


(A) Kidney 

(B) Plasma membrane 

(C) Lysosome 

(D) Ribosome 
Codes; 


A 

(rt) 3 

(b) 4 

(c) 1 

(d) 3 


C 

1 

2 

4 

2 


(1) Digestion ot food material 

(2) Protein synthesis 

(3) UiHvm..in''i capsule 
14) IVrmeabilitv 

D 


(c) pro\ iding drinking w ater to villages 

(d) development ot the handicapped 

1. (c) 

2. (d) 

3. (c) 

4. fb) 

(il) 

o9 Mandal Commission Report pertains to: 

6. (rt 

7. (b) 

8. (r) 

‘l. (II) 

10. u> 

(n) Scheduled Tribes 

11. (b) 

12 la) 

13. (f) 

14. (d) 

15 (I) 

(b) Imjuirv inti' tiandhi Peace Foundation 

16. (c) 

17. (b) 73rd Amendment ,-\cl, 

1442 

(c) Reservation ol seats tor Backward Classes 

18. (b) 

14, (r) 

20. (b) 

21 (c) 

22. (l) 

(:/) Uplift ot weaki'rM'ilion 

23. lb) 

unless its life is extemled e\ en 

SIX months but uj>to a 

70 In the junior National Championshij’ for Bovs in Kuhidcli 
Mtttch in llie month ot )une, 10 ‘> 5 ' 

24. (b) 

maximum 
25. (c) 

period of 
26. (a) 

3 years, 
'27 (fl) 

28 (ij) 

til) Fairul Nadu boys beat Andhra boys 

29. (n) 

30. (fl) 

.31. (d) 

32. (b) 

33 (fl) 

(b) West Bengal bovs beat Tamil Nadu bovs 

M. (0 

35. (d) 

36. (d) 

37. (b) 

3S (Cl 

(.) West Bengal t'oys beat Karnataka boys 

(i-i 

40. (d) 

41. (fl) 

42 (d)i 

in 1407 

(d) Karnataka bovs beat West Bengal bovs 

43. (c) 

■W. (fl) 

45. (i) 

4ti (d) 

47 (fl) 

71 WTiuTi bill is named alter its (.olour’ 

48. (c) 

49. (fl) 

50. (fl) 

51. (d) 

52 (b) 

[a) Kodaikanal (6) Niigiris 

53. (d) 

54. (b) 

55. (cl 

So (V) 

57. Id) 

(c) Veil and (d) Kolii hills 

58. (b) 

39, (r) 

60. (c) 

(i) 

62. (c) 

72. For gaKam/ing iron, which of the following is used’ 

63. (c) 

64. (b) 

65. (fl) 

66, (i) 

07. (b) 

(it) Copper (b) Lead 

68. (fl) 

69. (c) 

70. (fl) 

71 (b) 

72. (c) 

(c) Zinc (d) Tin 

73. (fl) 

74. (c) 

75. (d) 

76. (d) 

77. (b) 

73. TTie luiit ol currency used in Germany: 

78. (d) 

79. (b) 

80. (fl) 
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Business and poHdcs 
shoirid be separated 

Why does India remain backward despite so much talk of liberalisation? Why is our GDP 
growth rate back at 5% and our exports staa^nanf? The reasons are not far to seek: every time 
wc take one step forward, conditions arc created that m have to take tm backwards. The pattern 
is clearly visible nauK whatever i^ains are made by the industrial sector in the few years of 
stability are quickly wasted is a situation of uncertainty is created by self-serving politicians. 
While one arm of the government talks of liberalisation, misguided ministers and their army of 
bureaucrats ensure that business activity continues to be throttled. 

It is perhaps time to end the relationship between business and politics, so that the country 
can develop without being pulled back. Why let the government sit like parasites on those who 
are willing to risk their capital and time to set up business projects? Why not follow the 
examples of foreign countries, where economic development is not affected by changes on the 
political scene? In this feature, we disiuss wlmt can be done so that the country is not pushed 
back every time the pultlicians play their reckless games. 



ilidn leaders and the foreign 
media remind us of the great¬ 
ness of our conn Iry Some fore¬ 
casts even say that India is 
going to be the next super¬ 
power and will hold great in¬ 
fluence in the region and in the 
woril. 

I'hc beginning of 1997 
was very good for such fore¬ 
casts. GDI’ growth was ex¬ 
pected to reach 7.5% or even 
higher, a number of foreign 
companies were showing in¬ 
terest in the country; the 
market w’as flooded with new 
products and technologies. 
Salaries in the corporate .sector 
hit new highs. 

One year later, the land¬ 
scape is littered with remains 
of what could have been. The 
markets are down, foreign 
companies have decided to 
stay away, the rupee has 
tumbled and people with high 
salaries have been unceremo- 


; niously sacked. The corporate 
' sector has been mauled and 
I many Indian brands have been 
j sold. Official figures put out 
I bv the various ministries show 
I that the situation is worse than 
I anticipated The commerce 
I minislr) drastically lowered 
' Its pi o)ected growth rale to 4.5 
I per cent and the industry 
I ministry has brought down its 
; foivcast ot industrial growth 
: rate to 4.5-3 per cent. The 
I Central Statistical 

i Organisation says that the 
Gross Domestic Product 
I (GUP) growth for 1997-98 will 
i be 5 per cent, instead of 7.5 per 
j a?nt estimated earlier. 

I Such a scenario should 
j have caused alarm bells to ring 
: in the corridors of power. The 
! logical response should have 
I been to quickly introduce poli- 
I cies that encouraged invest- 
i ment and growth. The pace of 
liberalisation should have 
quickened. 

I Take a look at what the 


I country has been doing in- 
I stead. The government was 
I brought down, adding to the 
I instability in the country. An 
i election was forced on an un- 
! willing electorate. If decisions 
' were earlier delayed by a coa- 
; lition government, everything 
• came to a virtual standstill for 
; many months. This could have 
I been forgiven if the business 
j community had been left alone 
; to do its work, but various 
I ministers took it upon them- 
j .selves to wreck business con- 
I fidence in the country. 

I Take a look at the domi- 
I nant stories in Indian business 
j papers for the past year and it 
I will give an indication ot gov¬ 
ernment policy. Like Don 
Quixote, it wa>s attacking 
windmills instead. First, there 
was the Maruti imbroglio, 
which threatened to destroy 
i one of the most successful 
I companies of India and a 
j needless controversy was 
I created. The Civil Aviation 


i Minister used all the tricks that 
I he could to refuse* permission 
I to allow the Talas to .set up an 
: airline and declared that 
i permission would be given 
"over my dead body". The 
I Finance Minister gloated over 
I the success of the VDIS 
i scheme. More recently, the 
I owner of a newspaper was 
, mistreated by officials of the 
, Enfoicement Directorate and it 
I was revealed that human 
rights were routinely disre- 
I g.irded by the dcpariment a.s 
I It u,sed third degrt'e methods 
to extract confessions from its 
: victims. In an year of an in- 
' dustrial slowdown, these ac¬ 
tivities can hardly he justified, 
j Instead of encouraging eco- 
, nomic activity, they succeeded 
j in creating an atmosphere of 
I fear among the business com¬ 
munity. 

Nehnivian ieg;ary 

This is not to say that eco¬ 
nomic offenders should not be 
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punished. People Cein be ex¬ 
horted to pjjy taxes and .ibide 
by laws by other means ralher 
than through threats and in¬ 
timidation. niere will always 
be economic offenders, but 
should a country sacrifice its 
long-term growth to ensure 
that all these offenders be pun- 
i.shed? In an \ear of a slow¬ 
down, the policies ol the 
government should have been 
directed towards increasing 
business confidence than de¬ 
voting all its i-ncrgics to get 
more people under the tax net. 

Thus, the VDIS may have 
been a success, but it cannot 
be denied that it was a desper¬ 
ate measure to increase gov¬ 
ernment revenue to meet its 
deficit. Through a high profile 
advertisement campaign, 
people were threatened and 
intimidated. This, no doubt, 
had its effect, but the impact 
on business confidence will be 
evident only in years to come. 
The impression that was cre¬ 
ated was that it was better to 
earn less and stay within the 
law, instead of taking risks and 
getting ahead. How can jobs 
and investment increase wIumi 
in\cstors started thinking like 
this? 

It IS, how'ever, not diflicult 
to see why tlie government has 
such an attitude against busi 
ness. We htive had year*' of 
,\ehruvian tin i.ght in the 
country, which placed the pub¬ 
lic .sector above everything 
else. It w as almost .is if private 
enleiprise was bad and profit 
a dirty word. (.>ne needed gov ■ 
ernmont permission to start 
manufacturing even a simple 
thing like potato chips and ball 
point pens It is a legacy ot 
misguided siKialisrn that, even 
today, bureaucrats and biilnn 
m government departments 
behave as if they are doing a 
favour by allowing anyone to 


start a business. Business ac¬ 
tivity has almixst been de- 
legitimised and is considered 
a crime by various enforce¬ 
ment agencies. 

This thinking ignores the 
basic tendency of humans that 
they would work for personal 
profit. Other countries forged 
ahead as they did not create 
obstacles for people who 
wanted to set up business ven¬ 
tures In India, the bureaucrat 
was supreme and had the 
power to destroy businesses. 
It was an irony that a person 
w'ho was secure in a 
government )ob and had never 
taken a risk in life, should sit 
in judgement over a person 
who was w'illing to stake his 
money and reputation in 
starting a venture. The result 
of these policies am only tixi 
evident today The public 
sector is in shamnles, except 
tor a few exceptions. The 
Indian people know that they 
cannot make their lortune in 
the country and go abroad to 
earn their tortunes. India's 
economy is in a '’omplete 
mess. 

The era of liberalisation 
brought in hopes that the 
Nehruvian attitudes might 
change. But instead of giving 
the private sector the freedom 
to work, it brought in toa*ign 
companies who simply bought 
out local entrepreneurs I he 
luiiltinationals may have con¬ 
tributed something to ero 


I nomic development had they 
j been given a free hand, but 
I then the bogey of sumdeshi was 
I raised agaiast them. The coun- 
; try faces heavy power short- 
j ages, but a company like Enron 
I faced so many problems—a 
' lesser company may just have 
i packed up and left. Such ex- 
i periences no doubt made other 
j companies wary of entering 
. the country. After the Maruti 
I tangle, for example, many 
I multinational companies sus- 
: pended plans to set up facto- 
' ries in India and opted for 
I other countries instead. The 
^ liberalisation process has thus 
i bt‘en managed in an amateur 
way with government officials 
unwilling to give up their otil- 
: dated thinking and unneccs- 
; .sary controls in the interests of 
' the nation. 

Woise, political instability 
takes its toll as work is held 
' up and busine.ss houses prefer 
to w’ait and watch rather than 
take up fresh investments. 

' Pending! 

I The government works 
■ slowly even when it works the 
h.irdest. In times of <-lectioiis. 
It does not work at all. Almost 
everything has been put on 
hold in the country. regardli*ss 
of the co.sts to be incurred by 
I the nation. Consider the bills 
i that were pending before the 
; Lok Sabha which could not be 
, considered: there were 15 such 
I bills, including: 


^ tim itj^>» w 

It was an irony that a person 
arho was soeura in a govammant Job 
ami had never taken a risk In llfai 
should sit In Judgement 
over a person who was willing to 
stake his money and roputathm In 
starting a venture. 

sMsaRjistiitiiptnitvimMWiRieKaKtnrMiWMiMrMBB 


aThe Sick Industrial Compa¬ 
nies (Special Provisions) 
Bill. 

■ The Essential Commodities 
(Special Provisions) 
Amendment Bill 

a The Electricity Laws Amend¬ 
ment Bill 

a The Electricity Regulatory 
Commission Bill. 

There were 12 bills pend¬ 
ing before the Rajya Sabha, 
including the Code of Civil 
Procedure (Amendment) Bill 
and the Contpanies Bill. Some 
23 new bills were delayed 
Among them: 

S the Plant Variety Protection 
and Farmers' Right Bills 
S the Buidiversity Bill 
ta the Insurance Reguiatoiy 
Authority Bill 

■ the l’nx:eeds ot Crime and 
Money Laundering Preven¬ 
tion Bill 

tt tlie Foreign Exchange Manage¬ 
ment Bill 

the Interest on Delayed 
I'ayment to Small Scale and 
Ancillarv Industrial Under¬ 
takings (Amendment) Bill 
II the Freedom ot Inlormation 
Bill. 

the Multi-State C'o-opr;alive 
SoctetU‘.s Bill. 

The delay of these bill-i 
has crippled business eonfi- 
dcnce m the country. Virtually 
all work has been held up and 
everybody waited for the out- 
rome oi the elections before 
taking business decisions. 
UHher cimntnes went ahead to 
take advantage of the coun¬ 
try—for example, India's 
stand on the controversial 
basmati rice patent, could have 
been easier to defend if a law 
was in place. 

With so much uncertainty 
in the air, could you blame the 
business community from not 
taking risks? How can the 
country progress economically 
when the government does not 
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work, but on the contrary, de¬ 
mands bribes for starting and 
managing industrial projects? 

Amateur economics 

Nehruvian economics 
strangled initiative in the 
country and is behind the 
poverty and backwardness of 
the country. If people are 
starving in the country and if 
the educated k'moan lack of 
employment opportunities, 
the blame rests squarely on the 
amateur policies followed by 
ministers and lASoffirerswho 
formulate such policies. The 
cumulative effect is that in all 
spheres the country is left 
behind. Instead of having fixed 
policies, approvals are granted 
on the basis of whims and 
fancies of whoever is in power 
at that point of time. 

Take the instance of the 
proposal of Tatas to set up an 
airline. Normally, any indus¬ 
trial house wanting to invest 
in infrastructure should be 
encouraged, as il would have 
a multiplier effect on other 
sc'ctors. instead, the then Civil 
Aviation Minister C M. 
Ibrahim made it into a 
personal issue. Using petty 
tricks, he first denied 
permission because of 
collabo.ation with Singapore 
Airlines. When a fresh pro¬ 
posal WdS s.ibmitted without 
such a tie-up, it again attracted 
objections. One wonders what 
national interest was served by 
stopping a leading industrial 
house from doing its business. 

It becomes evidant from 
this episode that those in the 
government do not actually 
want industrial development, 
whatever they may say. All 
they want is an iron-like con¬ 
trol and the power to make 
industrial houses run around 
in circles. They react violently 
when anybody wants to do 


j any work. Instead of encour- 
i aging a private investor like 
I the Tatas to start an airline. 

I they prefer to preside over 
I loss-making Air India and 
i Indian Airlines, simply to get 
! free flights and to safeguard 
I their jobs. The arm-twisting of 

■ these two airlines by the bu- 
i reaucrats is evident in their 
. mi.smanagement and 
: continued losses. 

■ Amateur economics are j 
I evident among the bureau- 

j crats as well. Selective facts are 
fed to the press to give the im- 
pres.sion that things are under 
control. The rupee devaluation 
is dismissed as "a mere cor- 


■ rection" by the RBI governor 
i and then recessionary policies 
are introduced to dm*st further 
decline. Finance Secretary 
Monlck Ahluwalia has as¬ 
sured that a East Asia like 
collapse cannot happen in 
India by repeating well known 
facts that it does not have 
short-term foreign debts. The 
truth is more complex and less 
re-as,suring, if one considers 
that NKI and FIl deposits can 
be pulled away within six 
months. Our foreign reserves 
of $24 billion suddenly .seem 
little, if such a danger is taken 
into account. 

Beating dead horses 

In this scenario, the VDIS 
success seems to be insignifi¬ 
cant. The country should have 


I spent the past year in looking 
! for ways to improve industrial 
i output. Instead, all the ener- 
I gies of the Finance Ministry 
i were concentrated on making 
I the scheme a success. It was 
I like beating a dead hor.se. Busi- 
I ness was already down and 
! now government officials were 
j threatening it further. In such 
a scenario, why should any¬ 
body take rusks? 

On the other hand, if eco¬ 
nomic activit)' increased, the 
revenues of the government 
would go up through excise, 
sales tax and other collections. 
Unaccounted for wealth is a 
world-wide phenomenon and 


this is expected to increase 
! because of the spn*ad of intemt't 
transactions, (iovemments have 
, come to realise this realitv. Rather 
' than stiangle such activity, 
j anintnes are content that oven 
' the unaccoiintixJ weallli will add 
i to revenues whenever it IS used. 

' IVen China ha,s < tpenc-d its d«x>rs 
I and encourages people to do 
' electronic business. Only extes- 
i sivcly moralistic countries will 
; iiusist on .strict cc.npliarKC with 
j laws by sacrificing long-term 
i giowtK 

I Today, every small busi 
! ness must support at least 10 
! inspectors from different de- 
I partments. Armed with out- 
; dated laws, they have pow’ers 
I to enter and shut down opera- 
i tions of any business. Usually, 
i they are happy to go away 


provided bribes are given to 
them. The result of this is ttwt 
the spirit of enterprise, which 
is valued in developed coun¬ 
tries, is discounted here. Mo.st 
young people want govern¬ 
ment jobs so that they can bo.ss 
around for the rest of their 
lives. 

Once in power, they de¬ 
vise ways to latch on to the 
power created by the British 
to exploit our country and to 
restrict local initiative. Every 
j new thing is resisted and ef- 
! forts made to destrov it. Take 
I the case of radio-listening, 

1 which has almost died in our 
I country. Some years back the 
I FM s*?rvioe was privatised in 
metros and bniught back the 
habit by providing cimtemptv 
rary programmes. The service 
providers, however, remain on 
tenterhooks as the licenses can 
i be cancelled every few years 
I and policies changed. One 
i wonders why the government 
I should be wasting its energies 
: in trying to control radio lis- 
; temng in the country, espe- 
; nallv when the services 
j provided by AIR are sub-stan- 
: dard and have turned people 
I away Inim radio. 

Whenever things are 
I opened, it is done grudgingly 
, With the Stale trying its best to 
! restrict pmfits of private play¬ 
ers. Though lellulai phones 
' havebtvn introduced, the gov¬ 
ernment has ensured that the 
' high license fees and telecom 
I charges make if unprofitable 
I to provide such services. No 
: sooner had private operators 
; developed the market that 
; MTNL decided to enter the 
. business itself, which caused 
I the private service pnwiders 
j to approach the court The at- 
; titude of the MTNL 
; bureaucrats was ns if they 
: grudged opening up of the 
i sector and woke up belatedly 
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SERVICES PRELIM. EXAM., INDIAN FOREST 


For UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIM. EXAM., INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM., 

STATE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION EXAMS. A OTHER HIGHER GRADE COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


An Ov&rvf&w at Oontonts 


SECTION A: PREVIOUS YEARS' SOLVED PAPERS 
SECTION B: GENERAL SCIENCE—PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, 
LIFE SCIENCES, COMPUTERS 

• Latest Scientific and Technological developments. 

• Vivid details of Theoretical Aspects. 

• Emphasis on Applied Aspects—Nuclear Energy, Cloning, Genete 
Surgery & Engineering. 

• Medical & Veterinary Scbnce covered adequately. 

This Section has over 240 pages of Intensive and rich Study 
Material, SOO Short-Answer Questions A 1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions. 

SECTION C: GEOGRAPHY—Worid & India 

• Physical Geology of India. • Astronomical Geography (The Star 
System) • Geomorphology—Earthquakes, Volcanoes. 

• The World at a Glance-Covers Demography, Land Contours 

• Economic Geography—Natural Resources, Industries & 
Agriculture • Human Geography—Race, Refigion, Populafion 

• Phyto & Zoo geograpy • Information Treasure. 

• Maps, Charts & Tables • Glossary of Mind-boggling 
Geographical Jargon 

Over 125 pages of Geographical Information Mine. 100 Short- 
Answer duestions A 750 Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

• Geographic^ Review. 

SECTION D: HISTORY—Worid & India 

• Broad Sunrey of Major World Civilizations • Indepth Study of 
Ancient, Medieval and Modem India including National Movement 

• A detailed account of Important Personalities of Indian History 

• Books/Authors of Historical Interest. 

• Pletfiora of Maps, Charts & Tables to facilitate easy grasp. 
This Section has about 100 pages of power-packed Study 
Material, Over 100 &U3rt-Answer Questions and 800 Ol^ective 
Multiple Choice Questions. 


SECTION E: INDIAN ECONOMY 

• Graphic Presentation of Indian Economy on the eve of and since 
Independence. It studies Nature, Structure, Planning, Problems of 
Economy and Demographic Profile of the Country—Population. 
Poverty, Unemployment, Land Refonns, Privatisation, B.o.P., Rupee 
Convertibility, External Debt etc. 

Over 100 pages of Study Material • Incorporates Latest 
Econontic Scene, Economic Review S Glossary • 100 Short- 
Anaw» Questions, SOO Objective Multiple Choice Questions. 
SECTION F: INDIAN POLITY 

• Descriptive and Analytical Study of the Indian Constitution 

• Constitutional Amernlments (A list of uptodate amendments is 
included in Section H—G.K. Treasure-House.) 

Basle Shidy MatarUil, 100 Short-Answer Questions dispel 
various doubts. Political Review A Glossery help easy 
understanding and memorising the subject 500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions. 

SECTION G: GENERAL ABILITY 

• Delves. Deciphers & Provides a new Dimension to the 
Understanding of all Aspects of General Ability viz. Logical 
Reasoning (even nuances). Logical Interpretation of Data—Bar 
Diagrams, Data InterprtMation. 

• Numerical Ability—Numbers, Integers, Mensuration. Algebra, 
Statistics, Sets, etc. 

Over 100 Pages of Descriptive Study Material. Contains 
Plethora of Solved Examples A Illustrations and 550 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions. 

SECTION H: G.K. TREASURE-HOUSE 

Over 100 pages of a real Treasure covering a large number of 

Important Topics. 

SECTION I: CURRENT AFFAIRS 

• National and International Developments • Latest in 
Science and Technology • Honours & Awards • Sports 
Round-up • Persons and Places in News. 


• Encyclopaedic Coverage. • Well-analysed Comprehensive Study Material. • Selective Intensive 
Study of various Sections. • Standard of Objective Multiple Choice Questions conforms to or is 
close to those set in the Examination. • Provides the necessary drill and instils confidence to 
answer Questions of all kinds—Assertion, Reasoning, Sequential Arrangement, Data, Maps, 
Diagrams etc. • Maps, Charts, Tables, Glossary, Reviews, Illustrations help easy comprehension. 
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SuccMt NormonM for cincfMifts appearing In Canlral Cfrll Sankaa, 
SMa CMI Sankaa A trihar Exama. Primarily praparad hr Qartaral Sludlaa, 
tha hooka am halphi hr optional aubfaela alao. 
Racommandad hr thorough grinding and high aeoring. 


1. U.P.S.C. CMI Services Preliminary Examination 
JSENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-1997) Rs. 90. 


• H«lps you to know the standaid & type of questions set in the exam. 

• Makes you understand the paicentage of questions set/weightage given to 
various aspects of (^eral Studies viz. General Science. Geography, Hntoiy, 
Indian Potty A Economy. General Mental Abaty, Current Affairs etc. 

• Semes as ideal practice papers before you actually face the exam. 

• Acts as an eye-opener and helps you judge the Standard of ObjeHivs 
Questions given in various books. 




QUESTION BANK--GENERAL SCIENCE Ra.l 




A bom lor Nm-Selenea (avan Selanea) Studanta. 

• SYNOPSIS I.e. Short Study Material • Science Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
Answer Questions • All Basic Scientific Laws, Principles & Conci^ ex^nsd 

• 3500 Oblacllve Multiple Choice Questions (Questions Irom PR^OUS 
YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated). 


3. QUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-World & India Rs. 1 




1 SYNOPSISI4. study MatenalcwenngAsOonomical.Physical.Human. Economic. 
Phytogeography, Zoogeography (Vwrtd & Indta) with lelevani data, dagrams, 
charts & maps • C^ograpny Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answer Qu^ions 
• (Uossary—explains Basic Coneys. • 2600 Ob|oellve Multipla Choice 
Questions—(Questions Irom Previous Years' Papenr Incorporated) 




• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years' Papers Included 

• Synopsis • 300 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 Oh|eetlva MuHIpie 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts stc. 


'5. QUESTION BANK--INDiAN POLITY Rs. 120^ 
. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years' Papers 
Ineorpoistsd • Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions •2000 Ob|ecllve 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms 
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6. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs. 120 . 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years' Papers 
Included • Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions elSOO Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Qlossaiy ot Importsnl terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


7. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs.120 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples A explanations covering 
Reasoning (Lo^al, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data inlerprelation. Numerical 
AbilHy, Graphs, Tsbulation, Mensural ion, Basic Applied Algebra, Qsomelry, 
Trigonometry A Siatlsllcs • Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Packing A Postage Charges for Success Pack (Books No. 1-7) Rs. 1S 

Total 

Pick up any book published by us Priced upto Rs. lOOf- and 
we will send It FREE with our G.S. Success Pack (Rs. 975/-). 
However, If you want a book/books priced above Rs. 100/- 
please add the balance amount only. For Example : G.S. 
Success Pack (Books No. 1-7) Rs. 975/- Suppose you want 
C.C.Publlc Administration Rs. 200/- Total Rs. 1175/- you may 
remit Rs. 1075 only. 

Note: All tha above books are available separately also. 


Plaaaa ramtt the Full anmunt (Prtea ot daalrad bookfbooka plus 
Ra. 10 hr one book and Re. 15 lor two or morabooka hr packing 
and poataga) by U.OJBank Dralt. 

• Botrira will ba cant by Ragd. Book Poet only. No VPP ordara. 
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1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. ISO 

Modal Paper * Study Malsrtal ♦ Over 1000 Objective Questions. Pages over 
300. Author S.B. Mathur, OB. Pant Polytaehnk hatHuta, Nam OalhI. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHSMISTRV Rs. 200 

Three Model Papers * Study Material + 37S Short-Answer Ouesllons * Over 
1700 Objective Questions. Pages VIII + 436. 

Aiifhor; S.C. Bhatk. Induatriat A EducaAlonti Cmaultant. 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOOY Rs. ISO 

Three Model Papers * Study Material e 2000 Ot^Mthrs Ouesllons. Pages 
IV 'f 227. Author: Sukant kttahm, OoW Nadalkt. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE-MATMIMATIOS Rs. 180 

Two Modal Papers * Esssrrtlal Study Material, Solved Examples A Over 1500 
Objective Questions. Pages Vllt * 326. AuUior; Ranjana Ukhm, Foramord 
Prot. D.L. Jain, Prolaaaor otAppUad Uathamatka and Head ot tha DapL el 
Mathamatka, Faculty el Mathamatkal Sekneaa, Unhramlty ofOaM. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. ISO 
Three Modal Papers * Dstallsd Sludy Matsrtal + Short-Answer Questions * 
Over 3000 ObjemWe Questions. Pages 500. Author : Ms Mfre Pattanalk. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE— LAW As. ISO 

ThrseModelPapots* Study Materials 120lmportant Short-answerOusstlone 
+20000b|ectlvs Questions. Pages VIII+ 260Author: S.K. Sharma, Advocate. 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO PURLiO ADMINISTRATION Re. 200 
Two Modal Papers * Exhauslhra Study MalerlaUOOOO Objective Quesllona * 
Glossary, Pages VIII+490. Authom: Ida Naam ChaudhrylLA., AP.K Nayak 
HA., LL.B. (Univaralty otDNhIf. 


1. QUESTION BANK—BOTANY Rs. 1 


REAL BOOST h acorn a higher mttk. Tha book emtalna: 

• Ample Sludy Malarial. 

• 5000 Obj. Multiple Choics Questions (Aboul 20% questions are Assertion/ 
Reason and Matching types, based upon the pattern of CivH Services Prel, 
Exam ): Questions Irom PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated. 




2. QUESTION BANK-SOCIOLOGY 


Rs.180 


• Modal Papers Incorporating Ouaatlona Irom Pmvhua Yearn' Papers. 

• Synapsis i.e Sludy Material relating to Basic Concepts (Society. Culture, 
SocialQroups, Status. Role, Norms, Values), Kinship. Marriage. Family, Social 
Strallllcation. Types of Society. Sociology of Economics, Political Institutions in 
Society. Social Change (Social Mobility) etc 

• 5000 Objective MuHIpie Choice Questions. • Glossary. 


3. QUESTION BANK—COMMERCE 


Rs.240 


• ModalPapara incorporating Ouaatlona Irom Pravkua Yaam’Papara. 

• Study MalsrIMcovenng Accounts, Auditing. Business Organisation. Management 
and Company Law • 3000 Objectiva Questions (Multiple Choice. True. False, Fill 
in the Blanks etc) • Qlossaiy • Commarce Review. 


4. QUESTION BANK—PSYCHOLOGY Rs. 180 , 


• Kay Tama A Concepte— Explained • Ampk Study Mifsrtof covering Scope A 
Methods, Physiological Basis; Bahaviour, Perception: Learning, Intelligence: 
Motivation, Personality etc • f00 Short-Anawar Quaatkns • 2500 Otyaetiva 
Multipla Choka Quaalkna (Questions Irom Pravkua Yaara'Papara kcorporaladl 

• ModalPapara. 
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Proclao Study Matarlal Lo. Synopsis a Ton Model Papers 
(1200 ObjecUvo MuiUpla Choics Qusstlons) 
Questions from Previous Years’ Papare incorporated. 

1. SOCIOLOGY Rs.75 3. POLITICAL SCIENCE R8.75 

2. ECONOMICS Rs.75 4. ZOOLOGY Rb.50 
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COVER FEATURE-II 


“To get rich is g'orto-js 

The attitude of the Indian bureaucrats can well be com¬ 
pared to the situation in China some years back. Banking 
upon outdated communist thought, many people in the counby, 
including the government, believed that a person becomes 
rich not by hard work, but by exploiting others. So great was 
this feeling in the country that private enterprise was destroyed. 

The country faced famine for many years as farm outputs 
declined and nobody was willing to t^e initiathm. | 

If China has been able to reverse ttiis mindset, it was | 

only because its leaders were able to change the attitudes | 

inside the country. Deng Xiaoping gave the slogan, To get 
rich is glorious' and asked the people to work for their 
personal profit because he knew that this would only in¬ 
crease productivity and national prosperity in the long run. 

As a result of this policy, outputs jump^ all over the country. 
Though the country still has a communist government, the I 
system followed is largely capitalist. This would seem as a 
major contradiction, but the country has been able to perfect I 

its "one country, two systems' that allows business to flourish | 

irrespective of its political system. In former communist States | 

too, private enterprise is being encouraged. Ironically, a i 

democratic country like India is doing exactly the opposite. | 

The only way that India can progress is by encouraging | 

its people to set up businesses and provide services. China ' 

could not do away with its political system but found a way ; 

around it. Similarly, coalition politics and unstable i 

governments are a reality in India. Should economic growth j 

be handed over to temporary and part-time ministers? j 

Perhaps bie tints has come that India too should separate 
business and politics so that instability does not affect I j 
economic growth. If we do not do biis, we will always be | I 
going around in circles. j j 

The future of the country cannot be left in the hands of | I 
whimsical ministers and misguided bureaucrats. The only | ! 
way out is to institute long-term and transparent policies and | | 
allow freedom for entrepreneurs to start any business they | i 
wish. Economic management should be entrusted to well I ! 
known economists who do not change with e^ry change in I j 
government. Interference in public and joint sector I 
undertakings has to be stopped. | 


to restrict private players. ' 
Similarly, the Internet ha.sbeen . 
grudgingly offered to the : 
Indian public but charges are ; 
still high .so as to keep many ' 
people, especially students, 
out of the market. In such a 
scenario where the govern- j 
ment or its monopolies can j 
change the rules any time they i 
want to, only the foolhardy i 
would want to invest in large I 


and long-term projects. • 

I 


Lcs.*! government 


There is little diuibt that ' 
if we want our count; y to de- | 
velop industrially, we have to | 
change our mind.sets and give i 
freedom to our industrialists. ! 
It is high time that we realised 
that industrial growth and 
employment cannot be 
achieved by government offi¬ 



cials. It can be achieved only 
through those who take risla 
and start businesses. 

We need less government 
at least in business activity. 
The State should look after 
defence, internal security, 
scientific advancement and 
international relations and 
stop interfering with people 
who want to do something. 
The government can have a 
regulatory mechanism to 
ensure that laws are not 
broken but apart from that, 
become invisible. Ideas of so¬ 
cialism are misplaced in the 
present contexf and the secret 
of economic growth is ac¬ 
cepted to be private enterprise 
the world over. The country 
will only be harming itself if it 
continues its ways of trying to 
control business activities at 
the expense of growth. In any 
case, the government lacks 
competency in controlling and 
guiding business activities. 
The experience of SO years 
should be enough to change 
current attitudes. 

At the .same time, there 
should be transparent and 
long-term policies in all sectors 
so that discretion of the 
officials is minimised. This 
would remove corruption to a 
very great extent. It would also 
remove mismanagement of re¬ 
sources by politicians who be¬ 
come amateur economists 
once they become ministers. 
Should private enterprise in 
the country be at the mercy of 
those whose credentials have 


I 

1 

i 


I 


i 

I 


i 


I 

I 


,1 


been eroded? 

We accept today that poli¬ 
tics has been criminalised tu a 
very great extent. Yet, wc are 
unable to do anything about 
it. The solution is to separate 
business and politics. Let the 
politicians play their games 
while economic development 
does not suffer. Rather than 
have a self-ser\ ing politician 
sit over industrial growth, it 
would be much better if indus¬ 
try is given a free hand. There 
would he prosperity, more jobs 
and less reliance on foreign 
companies. 

India has faced a crisis in 
I9‘il and faces another one 
now. Yet, the country cannrit 
become strong or attain a 
growth rate of 6 or 7 per rent 
by merely making five-year 
plans. It is time we rmignised 
who contributes to the nation's 
growth. Growth comes from 
people who put their personal 
wealth and reputation and 
slake to start projects. Unless 
they arc given a free hand, the 
objective of growth will re¬ 
main but a mirage. If business 
activity continues to depend 
on politics, we will have to see 
the spectre of recession after 
every few years as economic 
activity will slow down and 
wait for the outcome ol the 
elections. Certain sectors will 
grow only on whims of 
ministers. 

This cocktail will not lead 
us to growth but another cer¬ 
tainty: the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund (IMF). 


Sfioufer etdRomic: grovrih be over 

to temporary and part-time 
mtoi'^^tors? Perhaps the time has come 
that india too should separate business 
and polities so that instability does not 
affect economic growth. 
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Touch woodl 


W F: iiri' nil supershlknis 
I'lit whi-n ronfronted 
with Muh nn dcrusation, wo 
.sliru(> and mulU'i, 
■'Suptrstidoii'i’’Will'? I?" “No. 
I am no! loinh wood.” 

Funny, loiich wood iKfIt 
!- .1 snpiTslition. 

W'e .iImi thinl as it 
soimiin" has insullod ns as wo 
think Wf arr highly rational 
(Obviously, luir hypocrisy 
escapes us. 

In practice, it works 
like this. We knock on 
wood after meeting with 
piece of good fortune Or 
hoping for it. The supposed 
purpose of this incantation 
is to. prevent a change in 
good fortune. 

The universally spread 
and practised superstition 
originated centuries ago when 
man nursed the notion that 
spirits lived in trees. They 
touched trees when they 
sought a favour, then 


i thankfullv touched again when ' 
: thev thought that the lavoui , 
! had been bestowed. ! 

I We continue to cling to the 
I suiierstitioi. even in modern, 

1 scientific-temper time because 
1 we have tailed to develop the ; 
i analytical mind and blindly 
follow our ancestors wbo did . 
' not have the benolils ol 
i scientific education, much less 1 
I temper. 

' (.)ften, this incantation \ 
; was also invoked to ward off ' 
' the evil eye. But one may ask 
! what IS so special about wood.’ : 

Whv not knock on something ' 
; else? For example a piece of ^ 
j metal 

! Another common 
! superstition concerns 13 which , 
; is regarded an unlucky i 
I numbei. In the western world, 
i this is the most prevalent of all ! 
I superstitions. Now, it has ; 
; acquired univeisal dimensions, 
j The specific fear commcnly 
' held is; If 13 people sit down 


for a meal together, one will 
die belore the year is out 

Those who mindlessly 
stick to it blink at its origin 
which is assotiaicd with the 
hast Supper, attended hy 
Christ and his l2 disviples 
Christ was lietrayed by one 
of his disciples, Juda-, and 
was crucified Ihe legend 
lingers. 

borne, however, think i; 
goes back to Ihe ancient 
mythology ip which l}>e 
Spirit of livil intruded at a 
feast tor the 12 demi-gods, 
and the Spirit of (iood was 
slam. Heme ili-luc.k goes 
with it. 

II Ci. Weils says th.it this 
superstition began in the tlaj s 
when man first learned to 
count. He reasons th.il man 
quickly observed the 
triangularity ol three and the 
si|uarencss ol tour. Numbers 
like 12 could easily be div'ided 
by other digits like two, four 




but not 13. So 13 became a 
black sheep. This explains why 
i many hotels in the West do not 
have a room bi'.iring this 
number. 

dne is constrained to 
, think that the pl.imiers of 
i Chandigarli weie sophis- 
I lic.dod I'lit siiperslitious. In 
I the'r wisdom, they 

■ excluded bei lor 13 from its 
' plan 

ll.ive tlii-y. thus warded 
oft c\ il sp.irits everusiiig thei,' 
b.inefid mMueiu'e on their 
driMiii pro)ecl ’ 1 ar Irom it. The 
( ity Beauliliil llireatens to 
bei'ome a massive slum. 

/viso, the citv ain'iiiue to 

■ be a bone of i(intention 
between Fiiiqab, I laryana and 
the t.cniral government And 

\ this without Sector 13 
! Richard Wagner, as it to 
attest his faith in the alleged 
' black '•heep numlxT, wrote 13 
, opeias. Liberal minds an- open 
to com iction. 
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■ COVER STORY CONTEST: SELEQED ENTRIES 

Hie Plight of the Educated 




iieiit their 

tfl oiff competition, 
Edocat^'. 
winning entries were 
plpshed lintt month, 'rhis 
we publish some 
Idiiihlbei^s received. In 
l^tte wcrtatmodtae a large 
M||>ber 'of readers, we are 
ji^^ing snippets irom their 
dlinitrihutiomi. Look out for 
l^.e^es in our subsequent 
hMies.' 




DIvya 
Naroyon 
studies in 
doss 12 in 
Varanasi and 
wants to be 
on IAS officer. 


Thr iiunibei nl eclucuted 
people IS I'K teasing in our couniry 
but the peuentage ol people who 
tbiiik ethitolly is veiy small All ol us 
ore interr.-sled m erjininq o great 
deal ol money alter our education 
and thol is wiiy the educoted hove 
been morginolised What every 
individual should do is to put himself 
on the right truck Instead ol 
bloniinc) otbois, vie should put o 
pollution , he, t on our own minds 


Anuradha 
Sarkar 
doing her 

Calcutta. She 
wonts to be 

^ an IAS officer. 


iiistp iij cil luMiiinq obioad at 
Itiu ii'si I'usMblo opportunity, the 
■du'. .'itcd slv." Id try ic miprov,; the 
svsit'uv. in oui, wi., ountry It is high 
lull'; tliu' they hiuiji owoy bom the 
sii'iikics 11 * i'!|iisti'V i sKonyly feel 
ibni 'I oh iis rise uqains' the 
'.V.'if'i., it vin all I'I.Illy be c bnnqcd 


■ Shamanth M. 

studies in 

W(! have rurnomed mute 
spuctotois long enough The lime 


has come to boycott everything that 
■s un(usl and unlowlul Why give o 
free hand to politicians to ploy their 
dirty tricks on us? This con happen 
only il we ore honest ourselves Is it 
too much to expect that the 
educated people should arise from 
their slumbei and simply do their 
lobs? Only then will they begin to 
be respected. 

Ramesh 
Kumar V.K. is 
0 Scientist 
who works in 
ISRO, 

Trivandrum. 

Respect for the low, positive 
thinking, love and concern for fellow 
beings ore generally absent omong 
the educated people in India 1 hey 
ore |ust interested-in then own 
weltore. Slipshod work is being 
passed oft in many areos The 
educoted see education os o woy 
ol livelihood and lor this they discord 
quolities such os selt-respect, truth, 
sincerity ond othei moral volues 



V. Ratish 
Kumar is 
doing his 
MBA in 
Pune. 

The educated people in the 
country have to come lorwoid ond 
leluse to be sub|ugated by others 
If they stop refusing wrong orders, 
who con take odvontoge? At the 
some time, the poor and 
downtrodden must be uplifted. This 
con happen only il the countiy follows 



sound policies by learned people and 
not the sell-serving politicions v*ho 
come to power only for a limited 
penod. 



Studenis i 


Rajneesh 
Prakash is 
doing M.A. in 
Allahabad. 

He wants to 
be an IAS 
officer. 

the arts stream con 


pass exams by leorning some 
answers They ore weak in concepts 
ond tend to fake life easy Changes 
at this level are recjuired il something 
IS expected from the educated 
people Values, ethics and moials 
should he taught by example and 
rote learning discouraged Only 
then will the educated be able to 
stand on their feet 



Rahul Saini is 
doing his law 
and wants to 
be a 

computer 
professional. 
He lives In 
Jammu. 


It IS indeed disgrocelul lor o 
notion, which has the second largest 
pool ot scientists and leorned 
people, thot its educated should be 
subjugated to lesser qualified 
people in society It is the failure of 
democracy when a handful of 
influential people control the octions 
of the learned. The solution lies in 
working within the system and 
reforming if. It is up to the educated 
themselves to correct the situation 


794 APRIL’98 COMPFTITON MASTER 










Oivya 
Rothore is 
doing her MA 
from JNU in 
New Delhi. 
She wants to 
; be on IAS 
officer. 

I| IS cuslomory to indict 
politicians and burooucrots foi the 
sorry stote of ufJairs, but wc cannot 
escape the rnticism and lesponsibility 
ourselves as we have allowed 
ourselves to be sub|ugated. How 
many of us value ideals, honesty and 
hard work? How many of us ccn 
empfiatirally refuse lo accept dowry 
or do something for the poor? It is 
time we changed ourselves if we want 
others lo lespGf.t our abilities 

Sonjay Singh 
works as a 
ground 
engineer In 
the Air Force 


Kumbhigram 
in Assam. 

|l wc look around ourselves, 
most people want lo become IAS 
officers I think that instead of hunting 
!oi jobs ond complaining obout lock 
ol opportunities, the educated can 
start something on then own This 
will help them and also contribute to 
notionol development If many ol us 
oirii to be; orne buicaucrots, they will 
only accoine slouchy with time 
looking f r comlortable |cbs is not 
the onswei, doing something 
extroordinarv is 


S hec t al Rai 
studies in doss 
12 in Jalpaiguri 
in West Bengal. 
She wonts to 
beagreot 
p o ison. 


If we, the educoled people, 
refuse to do wrong things, others 
will also chonge The highly 
educated people should not worry 
about tneir promotions or transfers ond 
take action according to their 



conscience It is time we took 
lesponsiblHy for our actions and stopped 
compnomising ouiseWes in exchange for 
smoll benefits and favours. 

Rajkumar 
S.A. works in 
College of 
Agriculture 
in Oharwor 
in 

Karnataka. 

To get 0 |ob, the educated 
youth tolerates corruption Others 
keep quiet if it does not affvct 
them. But we should not keep 
wailing for the system to improve 
by itself Professionals should get 
rid of their kam choloo altitude 
and insleod, |ump into politics 
themselves. Once in power, they 
should not become like others but 
|ry to leform the system This is 
the chollenge before oil of us ond 
I hope the educoted doss takes il 
up in full oornest 

Soma 

Chakroborty 
is doing a 
computer 
courM In 

■, u' wants to be a 

loumaiist. 

We know that only about 50% 
of the people cost their votes If the 
educated people do not vole, what 
right do they hove to blome the 
political leaders of the country? It is 
time that the educoled people started 
voting and tot inq poit in the political 
process so that they ore not exploited 
any more I' is leolly up to each 
odus otc'd person to get nd oi lethargy 
und do something for the notion, and 
thereby help themselves 


Karthegeyon 
is doing his 
Hotel 

Management 
in Coimbatore 
In Tamil 
Nadu. 

It IS lime we stopped cursing 


the darkness and try to light a 
candle. We should try to put an end 
to illegal activities done by those in 
power ond instead try to implement 
0 system that rewards merit. The 
trouble is thol in colleges, mediocnty 
IS rampont so that the graduates 
or" not fit enough to face llie outside 
world This causes them to do 
anything lor o |ob, reducing their 
stature Thol is why the plight ol the 
educated is so bad today. 



■wskiMumbd. 

<»■_■- -1 _ 

siwnoiQOfw 

herBuConLcnd 
wesdstoeb 
MBA 

Most of us believe in destiny 
ond wait for miracles lo happen 
We toil lo rouse ourselves lo solve 
our pioblems. I think this is the 
reoson that wc have let the nation 
lo drift We behove like prisoneis 
whose lives are ot the mercy ol, 
lailors We do not need a 
revolution to iid ourselves of our 
problems, a change m individuol 
otliludec would do wonders We 
must begin to Ireot Indio os "our 
own" and make our contribution 
to ensuie liiut the plight ol the 
educoled changes 


Anil Kumar 
Bhordwaj is 
doing his 
B.Id. in 
Chamba in 
Himachal 
Pradesh. 

I v/ould lit,(. to suggest o 
lew measures to coneci the 
plight of the educoted in Indio 
firsilv, couiscs in universities 
should be job orieiiled; 
secondly, technicol institutes 
should interact with the private 
sector, end loslly, oppropriote 
iob opportunities should be 
provided so Ihot no C V Ramon 
has lo go obroad because of 
Ijck ol opportunities 


Madhumito 
Das Bebartta 
Is doing h«r 
B.Sc. in 
Baiasoro, 
Orissa. 


The stale ol the educated in 
our country is pitiful. Thev woik herd 
in the cuMhroot competition, yet are 
subordinated to anti-social 
elements. The way to correct this is 
to professionalise all services, 
including government service. 
Bureaucrats should not be given 
employment for life Even the 
ministers should hove minimum 
quolificotions before giving them 
choige of importonl portfolios. 

Roshom 
Priyodarshanl 
ilvas in 
Ahmedabad. 
She is 

preparing for 
avil Services 
Exams. 

History beers testimony that the 
youth have always been a catalyst 
in bringing aboul change. They 
should stop grumbling obc/ut the 
wrongs of our louiitiy Theysliould, 
instead, lie o knot that they will do 
something lor the country Ihis has 
become neinssary i! we oie to 
preserve our freedom II we do not 
do this, .ve stonrl cil o grove donget. 
Ant' S()( lal elements v/ili sell owoy 
llie '.O'jnirv, os rnony hove done 
olteody 


■ ’ '* V '•> ■ 
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April: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
The epoch-making events which 
occurred during llie months of April in 
pre-independent India include; starting 
of Andhra Patnka at Madras on April 1, 
1914, Lord Irwins becoming Viceroy of 
India on April 1, 1926, arrest of Bhagat 
Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt after they 
threw bombs in the Central Assembly 
on April 8, 1929, Mahatma Gandhi's 
breaking the Salt Law at Dandi on April 
6 , 1930 and Subhash Chandra Bose's 
resignation following Dr Rajendra 
Prasad's election as President of the 
Indian National Congress on April 30, 
1939. 

In this section we shall focus on 
Gandhiji's approach on 'Zulu Revolt' 
and unprecedented fraternity amidst 
protest on 'Rowlatt Bill'. 

Zulu Revolt 

Following the outbreak of Zulu 
Rebellion in South Africa, Gandhiji 
exhorted Indians to volunteer their 
services to the government. Thiough 
'Indian Opinion' condemning the 
section which expressed themselves 
against Zulu Revolt, Gandhiji asserted 
that it was not the )ob of Indians to say 
whether the Zulu Revolt was justified 
or not In this regard, on April 14,1906 
he wrote that 'Wo are in Natal by vi'-lue 
of British power, ... it is, therefore, our 
duty to rendei '.ehatever help we can'. 
The same day it was decided to send a 
deputation to F.ngland under the 
leadership of Gandhiji. 1 ater, at 
Durban .noeting of tl\e .Natal Indian 
Congress on April 24, it was derided 
to raise an Indian Ambulance Corps to 
help the government during the Zulu 
Rebellion. 

Rowlatt Bill 

The passing of Rowlatt Bill led to 
massive demonstrations in India. Prior 
to Jallianwala Bagh massacre on April 


19,1919, Delhi witnessed massive 
demonstrations. In a memorandum, 
the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi 
confessed that 'the universal character 
of the hartal was a surprise to 
officials'. Dellii Police repeatedly 
resorted to firing, resulting in many 
casualties. Nonetheless, an 
unprecedented fraternity was 
witnessed between the Hindus and the 
Muslims, and it was to attend the 
funeral service of the martyrs. 

Thousands of Hindus went to Jama 
Masjid, where they were admitted 
courteously. When Mahatma Gandhi 
tried to enter Delhi on April 7,1919, 
he was arrested near Palwal and sent 
back to Bombay under police escort. 

And situation in Delhi remained tense 
throughout April. 

After Independence 
The long array of notable events 
which occurred during the months of 
.April include- introduction of a Bill in , 
Loll Sabha to constitute State Bank of 
India and tor transferring to it the 
Imperial Bank of India on April 16, 
1955, laying down of arms by 85 
Chambal dacoits before |ai Parkash 
Narayan on April 14, 1972, launching 
of Ari/ahhatta, the first Indian Satellite 
trem Soviet cosmodrome on April 19, 
1975 and Indira (.iandhi's 
inaugurating a new set up ter the 
Indian broadcasting by separating 
Doardiir^hiiii from the /Ui.siuim/ on 
April 10, 1982. 

In view of politically electrified India, 
in this section we shall locus on wide¬ 
spread clissen* during April, 
partiev Lirly amongst Congressmen, that 
characterised the last General Flection 
of 1996 

Dissent ridden 96-elections 
’ Frustration was writ large amongst 
politician during the 1996 General 


election as exhibited by large-scale 
'dissents'. The onus in real terms fell 
on Indian National Congress which 
experienced dissents to an 
unprecedented magnitude. Besides, 
on account of denial of tickets to 
strong claimants, the INC gri/.zled 
dissents largely on two reasons. 
Primarily over the issue of 'no-tickets 
to scam-tainted' and secondly over 
its support to AlADMK, which 
eventually led to a split in Tamil 
Nadu Congress and break-away (‘..K. 
Moopanar group gol registered as 
state party with the F.lection 
Commission on April 2, 1996, as 
Tamil .Manila Makk.il (People) 
Congress. 

While hiiii'iUa charge-sheeted leaders ol 
Congress made fervent efforts to 
remain m mainstream, their etiorl 
proved futile. I^iriner L'aion Minister 
Madh.iv Kai' Scmdia tiled his 
nomination papeis tiom i.vvalior as ai. 
independent candidate and announced 
the formation ot a new p.irli' 'Madin a 
Pradesh \Tktis t ongress' .Xnolliei 
/imi'rt/ii-l.iinted foimei Minister ts..mal 
Nath made his uile tile nomination 
from (".hhindwara as C ongress';, 
candidate and Union Minislei 1’. 
Chidamharam and Minister o; Stati- tor 
liuliistrt M. Ariinachalam resigned 
Irom the Union t.'ounci! ot Ministers 
and filed, their iiomm.itKiiis trom 
Si\aganga and Tenkasi as faniil 
Maaniia Congress members, on April 
3,1996. tVi the other hand, tlie 
Congress leadership, in its entliu'.iasm 
to minimise dissents, ottered secretarv- 
ship with almost all and sundry. On 
April 8,1996, by appointing seven 
more [oint Secret.iries, l.NC President 
Rao raised the strength of AlCC Joint 
Secretaries to 22. .And with the 
appointment of Imtiaz Mohd Khan on 
I April 14, INC got its 23rd Joint 
I Secretary 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


12 

1. If cos X is an acute angle, then: 


V 


,, sin X, ,, ^ . . 

(1 f _ ■ j ) (1 - tan x) is: 


cos X 

(«) (h) -- 


(0 


(d) 


12 


2. If tax ~ 2 ' value of: 


V 


(I ■■ si n x) (1 4- sin x) . 

( 1 -i- cos x) (1 - cos x) 

Q '1 4 

(«) 5 (0 5 


(d) 


16 


3. The value of x satisfying the equation 

I 7 . 

sin X + — - “T^ is: 

sin X 2V3 

(fl) 60“ (h) 45“ (c) 30“ (tf) 90“ 

4. 3 tan' 30“ + sec’ 45“ - tan^ 60“ is equal to: 

(K) 0 (6) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

5 The val ue of 

sin 30® - cos 60® + tan 45® . 


cos 0® - tan 45® + sin 90® 


is: 


(a) 1/2 (b) 1 (c) V3 (d) - 

6. If cosec 0 - cot 0 = 2, then cosec 0 + cot 0 is equal to: 

(a) 2 (b) 1/2 (c) 1 (d) 3/2 

7. If cos 0 = 1 - sin <)), then sin 0 is: 

(a) 1 - cos (b _ (b) ^sin (j) (2 - sin 41 ) 


(c) NCOS ((> (2 - cos (t») 
sin 0 cos 0 

O. 


(d) 1 + cos (|i 
is equal to: 


(b) sin 0 - cos 0 
(d) tan 0 - cot 0 


; - cot 0 1 - tan 0 

(fl) sin 0 ^ cos 0 
(c) tan » cot 

9. If X = a sec 0 + b tan 0 

y = b sec 0 + a tan 0, 
then x‘ - y‘ is equal to; ^ 

(a) 4ab sec 0 tan 0 (b) a" -b^ 

(c) b^-a^ (d) a’ + b^ 

10. If X = r cos 0.COS ^ 

y = r cos O.sin 0 
z‘= r sin 0, 

then x^ + y^ + 2 ^ is an expression such that it conbiins; 
{a) 0 but not ((i (6) <t> but not 0 

(c) both 0 and 0 (d) neither 0 nor 0 

11. From die top or a house 32 m high, the angle of 
elevation of the top of the tower is 45“ and the angle of 
depression of the foot of the tower is 30°, then its distance 
from the tower is: 

(a) 32 metres {b) 32 n 3 metres 


32 

(c) metres 


(d) 32 (V!3^ + 1) metres 


12. Let P, Q be two points on the ground which are at 
distances x metres, y meters, fronvthe base of a tower. Let 
a and P be the angles of elevation of the top of the tower 
as observed from P and Q. P and Q are not on i^e same 
side of the tower. If a + p = 75“ and further if x = height of 
the tower = h metre, then y is equal to: 

(a) h 'fl metres "' ^ 


(c) h ^ metres 


(b) metres 

(d) ^metres 

13. Two men on .either side of a cliff 100 m high 
observe the angle of elevation of the top of the cliff to be 
30“ and 45“ respectively. The distance between the two 
men is: 

(fl) lOOV^ (b) 200 m 

(c) 100(V3+l)m (d) 100(V3-l)m 

14. A person aims at a bird on top of a 5 metre high 
pole with an elevation of 30“. If a bullet is fired, it will 
travel k metre before reaching the bird. The value of k (in 
m.) is; 

(a) ~ (b) 10 (c) 5>/3 (d) 10>/3 

15. From the top of a hill 200 metres high, the angle 
of depression of the top and the bottom of a tower are 
observed to be 30“ and 60“. The height of the tower is: 


(a) 133.33 metres 
(c) 137.33 metres 


16. 


Class 

0—10 

10—20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 


(b) 135.33 metres 
(d) None of the above 
Frequency 

5 

15 

16 

6 

The missing frequency marked ( Q ) of the above 
distribution whose mean is 27, is: 

(a) 7 (b) 8 (c) 9 (d) 10 

17. A student represents his scores in Mathematics, 
Statistics and Economics examination in a pie chart. The 
central angle lor Mathematics is 120“. He scored 94 in 
Statistics and 86 in Economics. His .score in Mathematics 
is: 

(a) 86 (b) 88 (c) 90 (d) 92 

18. Which of the following statements are correct for 
a histogram with unequal class intervals? 

1. Heights of the rectangles will be proportional to 
the frequencies of the class-intervals 

2. Area of the rectangles will be proportional to the 
frequencies of the class-intervals 

3. Frequency distribution should have continuous 
class-intervals 
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Soicct tlu' ^ I’l n\ t jnswiT usiriH Ihi- codes Riven below 
Codes' 

(ii) 1,?. iind'i (/') i .ind 2 (c) 2 and 3 (t/) 1 and 3 
1^1. The mean daily jirofit made by a shopkeeper in a 
month of 30 da vs v.-as Ks 350. If the mean profit for the first 
fifteen days was Rs 275, then the mean profit for the last 
fifteen days would be' 

(,i) Ks2!)n {b) Rs275 

(c) Rs 3’>0 (d) Rs 425 

XXX X 

20 It I lie median of x, ~ and - (where x > 0) is 8, 

then the value ol x would be: 

(if) 24 (/>) 32 (c) 8 (d) 16 

21. The number which is NOT expressible as the 
square <>1 any natural number is: 

jli} 1369 (h) 5041 (c) 7056 (d) 9852 

C22. Two mixers and one T.V. cost Rs 7,000 while two 
T V.s and one mixer cost Rs 9,800. The price of a mixer (in 
Rupees) is; 

(fi) 1400 (b) 1300 (c) 1250 (d) 1100 

23. If N ^ and N is divisible by 80, then M must 
necessarily be divisible by: 

(a) 80 (h) 20 (c) 16 (d) 8 

24. If a circular plot of one hectare in area is to be 
marked, then the radius of the plot (in metres) is ap¬ 
proximately: 

(a) 50,2 (b) 54.3 (c) 56.4 (d) 58.5 

25. Which one of the following gives the correct rela¬ 
tion? 

(fl) >/(U; = 0.3 (6) 0.1 < (0.1)^ 

(c) /0.4 = 0.2 (d) 0.9-<.0.9 

26. A passenger train reaches its destination in 8 
hours. II the speed of the train is increased by 3 km/hour, 
then it takes one hour less. The distance covered by the 
train is: 

(a) 150 km (b) 157 km (c) 165 km (d) 168 km 

27. A boy walked horn home to school and back at a 
speed of 12 km/hour and 8 km/hour respectively. If he 
has taken in all 50 minutes for the journey, then the dis¬ 
tance from his home to school is: 

(a) 12 km (b) 8 km (c) 4 km (d) 3 km 

. 28 The capacity of the first machine tool is 20% less 
than that of ti.e .second one. The first machine tool 
operated tor 5 hours whereas the second one operated for 
4 hours and together they machined 2000 work-pieces. 
The number of work-pieces machined by the first machine 
tool is: 

(a) 950 (b) 1000 (c) 1032 (d) 1050 

29 The price of petrol went up by 25%. In order that 
expenses on petrol should not increase, one must reduce 
travel by' 

(a) 15% (b) 20% (c) 18% (d) 15% 

30. The number of years for an amount of money to 
treble at 16% simple interest is: 

(a) 12^ years (b) 10 years 
(c) 8^ years (d) 6 years 


31. One can purchase a refrigerator by one time pay¬ 
ment of Rs 9,800 or by paying Rs 2,000 cash down plus 4 
monthly instalments of Rs 2,000 each. If the first instal¬ 
ment is to be paid 1 month after the date ot delivery of the 
refrigerator, then the rate of simple interest charged by the 
dealer under the instalment scheme is; 

(a) 8% (b) 9% (l) 10% (d) 12.5% 

32. A man borrowed R.s 3,125 for compound interest 
ard it amounted to Rs 4,500 in 2 years. The rate of com¬ 
pound interest per annum is: 

(a) 30% (h) 25% (c) 20“;, (d) 15"). 

33. A rectangular field has its length and breadth in 
the ratio 5 : 3. Its area is 3.75 hectares. The cost of fencing 
it at l?s 5 per metre is: 

a) Rs 4,000 (b) Rs 2,000 

c) Rs 1,000 (d) Rs 500 

34. In 337^^^, the unit digit is occupied bv: 

(«) 1 (l>) 3 ic) 7 (d) 9 

35. If three natural numbers are said to be tripnme ilf 
they are pairwise coprime, then the one triplet which is 
not triprime is; 

(a) <2,3,7> (b) <2,9, lie 

(<.) <3,5,7> (d) <3,4,9> 

36. (2)^^ (14)-“’+ 1 is divisible bv; 

(a) n (b) 13 (c) 17 (d) 19 

37. Which one of the following is divisible by 9’ 

(a) 23,50,821 (b) 28,70,052 

(r) 42,13,533 (d) 64,000,80 

38. A four-digit number termed by repeating a two- 
digit number is always exactly divisible by' 

(a) 7 (b) 19 (c) 83 (d) 101 

39. Let n be a natural number. If we denote by f( n) the 
number of factors of n, excluding I and n. then f(n) is: 

(a) always even (b) always odd 

(c) even if n i.s a perfect square and odd otherwise 

(d) odd if n is a perfect square and even otherwise 

40. HCF of two numbers is 15 and their LCM is 180. 

If their sum is 105, then the numbers are; 

(a) 30 and 75 (b) 35 and 70 

(c) 40 and 65 (d) 45 and 60 

41. If logiox -5.1342618, then thevalueof login(x''"*) 

will be: ^ _ 

(a) 1.2835655 (f;; 27164345 

(c)T78356'^5 (d) 3:2164345 

42. Thevalueof login 100 is:; 

(fl) ^ (f)- ” (d) 

43. If log 2 = .3010 and log 3 -= ,4771; then the value of 
log 15 is; 

(a) 1.0876 (b) 1.1761 (c) 0.7781 (d) 1.7781 

44. If log 3 = 0.4771, then the number of digits ir. 3^^ 
are: 

(fl) 28 (b) 27 (c) 26 (d) 25 

45. If Q is a subset of R, then the complement of R is 
a subset of the complement of Q. This expression in sym¬ 
bols will be: 

(a) R' c Q' (b) Q C R 

(c) R C Q=»Q' c R' id) Q C R=?R' C Q' 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) PM=>/l3"-12^ =5 

. 5 

••• tan X ■= -- 

->/7! sin X, _ ' 

v(l + — --) (1 - tan x) 

CQSX' __ 

= 'J( 1 + tan \)-(l - tan xj 


I '\j ~ +s in x) 

^ i t hcobxK l - cos X) 

_ -W 1 - sin^ X _ -W cos" X 

- V ■ ■■ 2 “ '* • 2 

1 -COS X sin X 

I T 1 3 

- Vcot" X = cot X =-= — 

tan X 4 

1 7 „pr.2 


3. (a) S'nxi- :—= • — =>2 VSsin^ x - 7 sin x t 2v5 - 0 
^ ^ sin X _ 2V3 

7+V49 -48 7 ±1 2 v3 

i>*n it. % 

2>'2'J3 4 m3 V3 2 

^If .ix^ + bx + c --- 0 

-b ± Vb^ - 4aL\ 


sin X = Y - sin 60 x = 60° 

4. (c) 3 tan' 30 + sec"* 45 - tan" 60 

(Nr3)"---2 

t 1 , 

2 2^ 1 

5 {!>) Valiu* - ^ - I (cos 60° cos 0 - 1. 

sin 30 - 

sm aO " - 1, tan 45 - 1 

ti. (l') toscc' H- cot" 91 

It nsi'c 0 - tot 0) (cosec 6 t tan 0) - 2 

toscc 0 ■*■ cot 0 - ^ - 1 

r -" ' r—-1 

7. ,!') siii 0 ■ V l-cos"0 -VI - M - sm ip)' 

- Vsin (p (2 - sc; <ji) 

a sinj) _iiin.lt _1.9^ iL. 

1 - cot 0 ^ 1 - tan 0 cosj ^ , sin t) 

sm 0 ^ cos 0 


_si n" 9 _ins 0 _ 

sin 0 - cos 9 cos 0 - sm 0 
sin"0 cos" 9 


. _ sin" 6 cos" 9_si n" 0 - - l os 6 

sin 0 - cos 0 sin 0 - cos 9 sin 0 - cos G 

(fiin 0 I- cos 0)(sin 0 - cos 0) . „ . 

= -- - ---- = sm 9 + cos 0 

sin 0 - cos 0 

9. (b) x^ - - a^ sec^ 0 + b^ tan^ 0 + 2ab sec 0 tan 0 

- sec^ 0 - a^ tan^ 0 - 2 ab sec 0 tan 0 
= (sec^ 0) (a" -b^) - (a^ - b^) tan^ 0 
= (a| - b^) (spc^ 0 - tan^ 9) 

= (a^ - b^) 1 ( •/ sec^ 0 - tan^ 9 = 1,} 


= a‘-b" 

10. (if) + 7 / 

i-n "i 1 > ■> Ml 

= r" cos■ 0 cos" (J) 4- r* cos' 0 sm' ip -t r" sm" 
rij cos 0 (cos" Ip-t- sin (p) + r" sin" 0 
= rVos’ O X 1 i r"sin"0 
- r‘ (co,s" 9 + .sin" 0) - r" x 1 - r" 

11. [h) In rt ('niL * " •- col .30 

t.l.) Q^<»- _ 

X t ' f— H0U1« 

m'3 .•. X --- 32 m'3 - 


X e • » 

12 (c) - = tan a or tiin 0 . - 1 - tan 45 

X 

■■■ “ A. 

a 1 - 75° ., p 75 - 45 30° X \ 

^ = col p = cot 30 = V3 o ^^_. 

.'. y ■- v3 \ -- M'3h (X li; 
l-'t- (0 cotaS" - 1 .-. X - 100 

!,Zx 'cot30’ = Vo ->y • !0U ■’3 «*, 

lOO ' — y —^B=rx 

ClJ = Dis^mct* beivvei'ii two men 
= X -t- y = 100 4 100 1(H) ( 1 + -O) 

14. (h) 7 - sin 30' u 

k V . 


k - U) 


■,JJ‘ r-l 

i —^1 


15. (i7) Mi’i^lit of hill AH ■-20(; m 

Let the hei)»hl iV the tovvei t..'!') be hm 
A I' - 200 li 
Lot Hr.l -( '!■ - ,v - 

AH 1 ' 

lnrt'\'.M!> ' 

1 ) 1 ) - ,,, / 

200 V' ■' '-‘i 


In rt '\ '.H!' 
ta-oO ; 


'' '. >'i 
41' ■' ■ 


-- '10 t7r X 3 -,,- 

In rt A M.i.-,"'*’ 


O! 300 - il 


1 60 ' 

• • .< —..- .. 
0 


Ian 


_ 1 ■!«' I , ‘Hill 

2,K,..),. ,,T' 


- 133.33 m 


16 (6) 


C!a.s;v mid-pt(x,) (requency fi 

fi.Xi 

0- 

■it) 

5 

5 

25 

10- 

-20 

1.5 

X 

15x 

20- 

-30 

?.5 

15 

375 

30- 

-40 

35 

16 

560 

40- 

-30 

45 

6 

270 




Hi = ^TTx Zfi 

xi = 

— Y — 

Ifixi 

=s 77 

12304- I5x 



Ifi 


" 42 4-x 

X =■ 


17. (c) Central angle for statistics and economics 


APRIL'98 COMPETITION MASTER 799 






---360- 120 = 240 

Total tnarks ot sobu'ct^ = 94 86 = 180 


!80 


240 


Ml 

Marks 10 Maths 


ntal marks -= Total marks = 270 


120 


360 


X 270 = 90 


IS. [dj 

19 (i/) Moan on'tit lor the last fifteen days 

[350 X 30 - 275 x 15] = 425 


I 5 


20 


X X X X 


{u) vVrilin^: in increasing order y 2 ^ 

Median = middle term -=;>8 = — x = 24 

21 (.f) The digits 2, 3, 7, S do not occur in unit's place in 
the square ol any natural no. 

22. ( 11 ) Let the cost of a mixer be Rs x and that of a T.V. be 

Rsy AT5 2xiy=7000.(z) 

\ 1 2y = 9801) ...( 21 ) 

Solving ( 1 ) and ( 12 ) vve get x = Rs 1400 

23. (b) ^ 

24. (f) zrr" = 1 tXlOO sq n i (1 hectare 10000 sq m) 




10(K)0 X = 56.4 


25. (a) \'o 1* = \^T -■ 1 0.3*= 1 

26. (li) Let the usual speed be x km/hr 

D = 8 < X -- (x 1 3) X 7 => X -= 21 
1 'Lstance = 8 x 21 = 168 km 

27. (c) Let the distance be x km, 

1.') X X 50 . 

^ = 5 ' ir 8 “ 

28. {b) Let the no. of work pieces machined/hr by second 

machine be x .-. By tirst machine -= (—Yotf”' ^ ^ 

= t'x A. r.S. Sx fx+4xx = 2000 => x = 250 
5 5 

No. of work pieces machined by 1st machine 
- 5 y ix = 4x = 4 X 250 = 1000 

29. (h) Increase price = 125 ’. Reduction should be Rs 25 

Ri'qd reduction -■ y 100 = 20% 

30. («) Let P = Rs 100 A R.s 300 .S.L = Rs 200 

„ ,51x 100 200x100 ,_1 

31. (d) Remaining .imi'unt = Rs‘J8(X) - 20{X) = Rs 7800 

Isl msialiticnt will amount to 

20(X)>rx3 
= 2000+ “-r-- 

100 X 12 

2nd instalment will amouni to 
IOC X 12 


= 2000 


3rd instalment will amount to 

2000 X r X 1 
""100 x'12 

4th instalment will amount to - Rs 2000 
Total amount ot all instalments 


- 2000 x4 + + 2 + 1) =8000 + lOr 

Amount of Rs 7800 in 4 months 

= 7800 + " ^ “■ 

7800 + 26r = 8000 + 10 r => r = 12.5 


32. (c) 

33. (a) 

34. (c) 

35. id) 

36. (a) 

37. id) 

38. id) 

39. id) 

40. id) 


A = P{1+y^)^ 4500 = 3125 (1 + -^)2=>R = 20 

Area = 5x x 3x = 3.75 x 10000 m^ =» x = 50 m 
P = 2 (L + B) = 2(5x + 3x) = 16 x = 16 X 50 = 800 m 
Cost of fencing = 800 x 5 = Rs 4000 
7* gives unit's digit 1 


R 


■1 

7" = 7"” X 7 gives unit's digit 1x7 = 7 
.'. In (337)^^^, the unit digit is cxcupied by 7 
coprime nos - which do not have common factor 
(except one) 3 and 9 have common factor 3 

A no. is divisible by 9 if sum of its digits is 
divisible by 9 

e.g. 1212; 1717 which are always exactly divisible 
by 101 , / . 

e.g. factors of 16 are 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, no. of factors 
excluding 1 and 16 = 3, Factors of 12 are 1,2,3,4, 
6,12 even 

Let the nos. be 15 and 15y ( HCF = 15) 

15x + 15y = 107 => X + y = 7. The possible values 
of X and y may be (1,6), (2,5), (3,4) 

.-. Nos. may be 15 x 1,15 x 6 i.e. (15,90), (30,150), 
(45,60) 

But'LCM of45,60 = 180 
Nos are 45,60 

41. (c) logiox ='5,1342618 logiox^^** = | logiox 

(log m" = n log m 

Y logiox = Y (5.1342618) = ^ (8 + 3.1342618} 

= 2 + .7835655 ='2.7835655 


42. ia) 


logic = logic (100)*^'* = I logic 100 


1. ,,,2. 1 


43. ib) 


= - log iclO^ = 4X2 logiolO 
= Y logic 10 = 2 1 = 2 

log 15 = log — = log 30 - log 2 

m 


= log (3x10)-log 2 
= log 3 + log 10 - log 2 
= 0.4771 + 1.0 - 0.3010 
= 1.1761 


(log — = log m-log n, 

log nm = log m + logx, 
logiolO = 1 


44. (6) Let X = 3®^ log x = log 3“ = 56 log 3 

45. id) 


j56 . 


log X = 56 X .4771 = 26.7176 
No of digits in 3®‘ = 26 +1 = 27 
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COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES EXAM OCT 5,1997 


Questions 1-75 liad appeared in March 
'98 issue. The balance (jucsti'iuis alon<(wifli 
ansu’crs arc f(iven below: 

COMPREHENSION (llenis 76 lo 1115) 
Directions: 

In this Soction you liavo six short 
passages. After each passage you will find 
five items based on the passage. First, read 
Passage I and attempt the items based on 
it Then go on to the next passage. 

Examples 'I' aiid T are solved for you. 
Passage 

In cHii approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that (on- 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenlv is the 
desire for peace, security and happiness 
Different forms of life at different levels ol 
c'xislence make up the teeming denizens 
of this earth of ours. And, no matter 
whether they belong to the higher groups 
such as human beings or to the lower 
groups such as animals, all beings prima¬ 
rily seek peace, comfort and secoiit}', l.ife 
IS as dear to a rmiti' creature as it is In a 
man. }-.\en the lowliest iasect strnes lor 
protection against dangers that threaten 
its l:‘e. Inst as each one ciJ us wants to In i' 
and no' to die, so do all other ciealiires 

I llie author's main ponrl is th.il 

(a) different forms c'f life are found 
on earth 

(/)) dillerenl levels of existence are 
possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the duel 
goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

1. Which one of the following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential m developing 
the autJior's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a creature 
is identified with a desire for 
peace 


(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain and 
death 

Explanation. 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and security 
are the chief goaLs of all living beings', 
which is response (r) So 'r' is the coriect 
answer. 

J. The best assumption underlying the 
passage is 'The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a desire for oeacc’, 
which IS response (b). So '// is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 76 to 10.5 

Passage ] 

Israel has been turning the search 
tor water into a science so ad vanced that 
it surpasses even biblical miracles Its en¬ 
terprise in making the desert bloom and 
keeping the taps flowing begop in a base¬ 
ment office of jeriisaleni. l)n the eve ol 
the Second World War, l.evi lishkol, a 
young organizer of lewish settlements 
in what was then a Ihitish Mandate, re¬ 
alized that water and noV land was the 
crucial limiting factor in immigration to 
I’alestine. So, with live engineeis and 
lechniciaiis, he lormed a fledgling w.itei 
coni|>any called Mekorol. Its first )ob- 
to pipe water from lour wells ‘10 ki'-i- 
meters to a collectivi- larni---strained ihe 
inexperienced crew to the limit. But the 
project was done on time and fri'in 
there, Eshkol and his team ue\ er looked 
hack 

76 f he search lor water was initiated 
by a desire 

(a) to encourage immigration to 
Palestine 

(b) to provide the local basemimt 
offices with the basic needs 

(c) to fulfil a Briiish command 

(d) to cultivate a collective farm 


77. Which of the following best reflects 
the central idea of the passage? 

(a) The services of the basement 
office in Jerusalem 

(b) The origin of a success-story 
against natural odds 

( 1 ) 1 he bkmming deserts of Istacl 

(dj The limiting factors in immigra¬ 
tion to Palestine 

78. Which of the following is the'ap- 
propriate interpretation of the statement: 
''E'dikol and his learn nevei looked 
back"? 

(d) Alter completing their tire.some 
first project they nev er took up 
another 

(f’i They' left the country once for 
all never to turn back 

(c) 'fhev carriiM on moie and more 
projects unhindered and 
unassailed 

(;/) Ihev loigot then original pur¬ 
pose and never thought of it 
agein 

/'• llie sialemeni Ih.il the srordi lor 
water 'siirpassi-^- even biblical miracles' 
signilics 

ill) ihesiiciessai hicveif ha-ibeentar 
beviiiul human expectation and 
'u’l'e 

lb) tile siiciess has been aihi'-vixl 
with inon ea'-e ami less elJorl 
than Ihe jierli'rm.inieol nii.icles 

(I't the aci omplishment has bi'en 
vine to slieei laith aikl nothing 
■ else 

III) the engineering teat w,is meant 
to make iniraiK's Ivs.s signifi¬ 
cant 

80 the phrase 'fledgling wah'i voin- 
panv' means 

in) a Lompanv arranging lor i arrv- 
ing water from wells to farms 

(li) a company of engineirs and 
technicians 

(c) d company consisting of inex¬ 
perienced pi'ople 
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(d) a company concerned with irri¬ 
gation of rollectivc farms 

Passage II 

As a doctor 1 remember the case of a 
woman who c<»me one morning and com- j 
plained that lier son liad great difficulty j 
in eating the linseed poultice that had bc-en ! 
given to her the previous evening to ap¬ 
ply on a boil; as the poultice did not ap¬ 
pear to have done the boy any good, she 
asked to have the medicine changed. And 
the rase of tlie old woman who came late 
one cvemng, with tears streaming down 
her tace and begged me to save her hus¬ 
band who was dying. It was pneumonia. 
She looked askance at the tablets and 
asked if that was all that was to be given to 
a dving man to make well; but next day 
she returned with a beaming countenance 
to report that her husband had recovered, 
and begged for the same kind of medi¬ 
cine for the four friends she had brought 
with her, each of whom had a husband as 
old as hers who might at any time get 
sick. 

81. The doctor gewe the linseed poul¬ 
tice to be 

(a) taken everyday 
(h) taken only once a week 
(r) applied only externally 
(d) used on alternate days 

82. The old woman knew tliat her hus¬ 
band 

(rt) was suffering from boils on his 
body 

do was seriously ill 

(c) was suffering from pneumonia 
(li) needed linseed poultice 

83. The old woman 

(a) was confident that the tablets 
would cure her husband 
(10 had little faith in the tablets 
(r ) wanh'd a larger quantity of the 
tablets 

(if) refused to take the tablets 

84. Husbands ot the old woman's four 
fi lends were suffering from 

(a) old age pmblcms 

(h) pneumonia 

((■) nothing at the moment 

(d) skin inllammation 

85 'Beaming countenance' means 
(fl) shining face 
(h) happy encounter 
(l) happy look 
(d) sparkle in the eye 
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Passage III 

Workers who repeat the same opera¬ 
tion day after day can take no pleasure or 
pride in their work. Their chief pleasure 
in life is outside the factory. Their work is 
dull, and they spend their time with one 
eye on the clock. It is realised that modern 
work is often dull, and in some factories 
a wireless set or a gramophone is turned 
on to provide music for the workers. The 
title of a common programme given by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation is 
"Music while you work". The provision 
of entertainment while the factory wheels 
arc turning does not cause the work¬ 
people to neglect their duty; on the con¬ 
trary, it increases output. In spite of various 
attempts to brighten the lives of workers, 
however, the average man in a factory is 
rather to be pitied than envied. The dull¬ 
ness of his life is one of the drawbacks ot 
mass production. 

86. labourers doing only one type of 
work throughout their service 

(fl) become experts in that type of 
work 

(b) are proud of their ability to do 
one type of work 

(c) do not like their work 

(d) take a lot of interest in their 
work 

87. The workers pass their time in the 
factory looking at the clock because 

i (a) their work is dreary and unin- 
I tercsting 

I (b) their pleasure lies outside the I 
] tactory 

I (c) they wish to deceive the man- 
I agement j 

(d) they want to get their salary i 

without working j 

88. Some modem factories pl,iy radio j 

! or gramophone music for workers to 1 
I (a) distract them from their work j 

! (b) reduce the dull nature of their : 

j work i 

I (f) make them forget the clock j 

I (f) cheer them up while working j 

I 89. Providing entertainment facilities | 

to the workers when the factory work is i 
going on may cause j 

(fl) the labourers to neglect their i 

work ; 

(h) rise in the production quantity j 

I (c) the labourers to forget the mo- j 
I notony of work ' 


(d) a great fall in the output 

90. The modern system of mas.<! pro¬ 
duction is responsible for 

(fl) the dismal condition of 
labourers 

(b) the dullness of the life of the 
workers 

(c) the comfortable life of the 
labourers 

(d) the miserable condition of the 
labourers 

Passage IV 

Vk started pitching the highest camp 
that has ever been made, Pvcrytiiing took 
five times as long as it would have taken 
in a place wh<*re there was enough air to 
breathe; but at last we got the tent up, 
and when we crawled in, it was not loo 
bad. There was only a light wind, and 
inside it was not too cold tor us to take 
off our gloves. At night most climbers 
take off their boots; but I prefer to keep 
them on. Hillary, on the other hand, look 
his off and laid them next to his sleep¬ 
ing bag. 

91. In this passage, 'we' refers to 
(fl) the author and his friends 

(b) the author and his hieiul 
((') the author and his wife 

(d) none of the above 

92. The narrator of the story i*- 
(fl) an airline pilot 

(b) a mountaineer 
(<) a traveller 
(d) a tourist 

9.3 They tixik a long time to finisli 
the work because 

\fl) they were \’erv tired 
(h) it was very coKi 
(() there was not enough air to 
breathe 

(d) it was very dark 

94 They crawled into the tei it k'cause 
(ii) they must have been too tired 
to work 

(b) the entrance to the lent must 
have been low 

(c) they had heavy loads on their 
back 

(d) they wanted lo hide from en¬ 
emies 

95. When they crawled into the tent 

(a) they took off their gloves be¬ 
cause it was not very cold 

(b) they could not lake off their 
gloves because it was very cold 
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(c) they took off U\eir gloves though 
it was very cold 

(d) they did not take off their gloves 
though it was not cold 

Passage V 

In the days before the discovery of 
anaesthetics, various methods were used 
to keep the patient quiet during an op¬ 
eration. One was to knock him senseless. 
During many operations, several strong 
assistants held the patient down while 
the surgeon did his best or worst. On the 
battlefield the surgeon might have to 
amputate a soldier's leg. The stump was 
then plunged into a bucket of hot liquid 
tar which stuck to the wound and 
stopped the bleeding. No wonder, ordi¬ 
nary people hated hospitals and dreaded 
doctors. 

96. The passage is primarily con¬ 
cerned with 

(a) problems of warfare 
(h) amputation of limbs 

(c) history of medicine and surgery 

(d) techniques used to stop bleed¬ 
ing 

97. Tlie methods of treatment men¬ 
tioned in the passage can be described as 

{a) courageous or daring 
(f>) wicked or foul 

(c) homely or low 

(d) brutal or cruel 

98. The word 'to amputate' in the pas¬ 
sage means 

(a) tomplace 

(/>) to measure accurately 

(c) to massage 

(d) to cut off 

99. Anaesthetics refer to 

(fl) tlif substances that cure a patient 

(b) the substances that make a pa¬ 
tient immune to pain 

(c) the system of operation 

(d) one's physical strength 

100. The opening sentence of the pas- 
.sage suggests that 

(fl) the methods used to keep the 
patient quiet durmg an opera¬ 
tion were scientific 
(h) the discovery of anaesthetics 
put an end to the traditional 
methods 

(c) the methods were good both for 
the surgeon and the patient 

(d) the anaesthetics were not popu¬ 
lar with surgeons 


Passage VI 

We stumbled slowly along in the 
darkness, with the black loom of the 
craggy hills around us, and the yellow 
speck of light burning steadily in fmnt. 
There is nothing so deceptive as the dis¬ 
tance of a light upon a pitch-dark night, 
and sometimes the glimmer seemed to 
be far away upon the horizon, and some¬ 
times it might have been within a few 
yards of us. But at last we could see 
whence it came, and then wc knew that 
we were very close. 

101. The wonl "stumbled” in the first 
line suggests that the narrator and his friend 

(fl) had very pcx)r sight 

(h) were walking on an uneven 
road 

(r) had their attention fixi'd on the 
distant light 

(li) were trying to keep their move¬ 
ments secret 

102. The last sentence suggests that 
when they discoven-d thesouiveotthe light, 

(fl) they were surprised by its close¬ 
ness 

(b) they were greatly relieved 

((') they were very pleased 

(i/) they weri' utterly disappointed 

103 For the narrator and his friend, 
the effect of the dim light was 

(fl) to create confusion with regard 
to distance 

(b) to brighten an otherwise hope¬ 
less situation 

(i) to indicate divine intervention 
(rf) to lessen the ditticiiitv ot their 

mission 

104. The passage as a whole indi¬ 
cates that the mission of the author and 
his companion was 

l«) to investigate the nature ol ihe 
countryside 

(b) to di'lect the movements ol sus- 
pi( ions charac ters 

(c) tostudy supernatural phenomena 
((/) to trace the liglit to its place of 

origin 

105. The author and his friend were 
walking 

(fl) across a daik, bushy stretch 
(b) along a lonely, winding road 
(f) across a lonely, hilly country¬ 
side 

(ct) along an ill-lit and ill-roain- 
tained forest road 


ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE (llertia 1116 to 115) 
Directions: 

In each of the items lOft to 115, there 
is a sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts which are labelled 
P, Q, K and S to produce the correct sen¬ 
tence. Choose the proper sequence and 
mark in your Answ'or Sheet accordingly. 
Ixampk: 

Z. It is well-known that 
(P) tlie effect (Q) is very bad (R) on 
children (S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence sliould be 
(fl) P S R Q 

(b) SPQR 

(c) SKI 'Q 
id) Q S K P 

r \planntioif The proper way of 
writing the sentence is 'It is well-known 
that Ihe effect ol cinema on children is 
very bad.' This is indicated bv the se¬ 
quence I’S R Q and so 'n' is the correct 
answer. 

Now alleiiipl Hems Kb to 115 

106. He pressed on (!’) until at last 
(Q) with his enquiries (R) lor their panic 
(S) he learned the leason 

The proper sequence should be 
(n) PQRS 
(b) (J P S R 
(i) PgSR 

un Q K p s 

107. It IS giioil that he (P) has taken 
fO) to defend himself fK) a revi>K er with 
him (S) in case of attack 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl)‘p QKS 

(b) PKQS 
(() tj P R S 
III) 0 S I’ R 

108 In piir', (P) from the Pnsideuev 
t oDegc, (Q) which now hears his name, (R! 
Bose founded the gmal institute (S) after his 
rc'tirement 

1 he proper sequence should be 
(fl) S R Q P 

(b) KQSP 

(c) RSPQ 

(d) S P R Q 

109, According to the opinion ot ex¬ 
perts, (P) professionalism in sports, (Q) since 
5pc.irtspersons pursue success more (R) di’es 
nrare harm than giKid (S) than their coin- 
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mitment to the Rcimc. 

The proper sequence should be 
ill) P K Q S 
(/)) p s g R 
(r) Q P S R 
(d) g 1 ^ p s 

110. The I.Ht <I’) disqualified him 

(Q) lh.it he liad already (R) refused the 
olfer If)) Irom apphiiij^ for ihi job. 

The proper si'quenci'should be 
(,i) P h (j K 
(I-) g R h P 
(i) g R P b 
(li) pgsR 

111 In one amusing; scene, (P) the 
main character (Q) who had just re¬ 
turned from a long voyage (R) a bank 
clerk, (S) had to greet an important cus¬ 
tomer. 

The proper sequence should be 

(а) PgSR 

(h) P R b Q 

(c) RQSP 

(d) RSPg 

112. The transition (P) looking for 
empty seats (g) from bright sunlight to al¬ 
most total darkness in the theatre (R) caused 
us some lemporary blindness (S) as we 
groped down the aisle. 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt)RSPg 
ib) Rgsp 
{. ) g R s P 
id) g R P s 

113. It IS an established fact that 
(P) the consumption of alcoholic bev¬ 
erages (g) because such narcotic hab¬ 
its have been (Rf should be siuinned 
(S) the cause ot nun in mam families 

rill’ pro[iei sequence should be 
Id) pgsR 
ib) pgps 

(c) I’sgR 

td) PRgs 

!l'l I'te looked (P) a di’ceiil meal ig') lor 
a month (P) as though tS) he had not had 

The pi-opi'i' sequeiu'e should be 

(.1) Rpgs 

(б) KbPg 
(c) S P g R 
id) s p k g 

113. Ihere is iu> doubt (P) that chil¬ 
dren grow more (g) on length of sleep 

(R) but tire growth nuy not depend (S) when 
asleep. 

The proper sequence should be 




(n) Q R P S 
ib) P S Q R 
(c) PSRQ 
id) g P R S 


ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

f/fcH/s lit) to 120) 

Directions-. 

In items 116 to 1211 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. The first and the sixth 
sentences are gi\ en in the beginning The 
middle four sentenie-' in each have been 
removed and jumbled up. Ihesc arc la¬ 
belled P, g, R and b You are required to 
find out the proper order for the four sen¬ 
tences and mark accordingly on the An¬ 
swer Sheet. 

Example-. 

S,: There was a boy nam(?d Jack. 

SAt last she turned him out of the 
house. 

P: So the mother asked him to find 
work. 

Q: They were very poor. 

R: He lived with his mother 

b: But jack mfused to work. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RgPb 

(b) P Q R S 

(c) g P R S 

(d) RPSQ 

L\pl<uinlm: The proper sequence in 
this example is: R g P 5 which is marked 
(a). 1 herefore 'a' is the correct answer. 

Noil’altcmvl items lib to 120 

116. S,: The popular theory that mod¬ 
ern man came out of Africa has been 
thrown into doubt by two .3,50,(101) year 
old skulls lound in China 

S : Anthropologists from (he L'S and 
China have reported these details ui the 
lU'u issue of (he British St lentific Journah 
Nature 

The facial features c.; these skulls 
howe\er indicate that homo sapiens did 
not originate in Alrica and then migrate 
to Asia and other countries, but mav have 
evolved simult.'met.uslv in several places 
around he globe. 

Q: The >e skulls are thus the most com¬ 
plete and authentic proof of the existence 
of 'homo-efectiis' (primitive man) in 
China. 

R; The current theory says that homo 
sapiens first developed in Africa and then 


spread to other continents, replacing 
'homo-erectus'. 

S' With these findings, no one region 
can claim to be the source of the origin of 
modern man. 

The pmper sequence should be 
(a) KQPS 
(!>) RPQS 
(0 RbPQ 

id) Rsgp 

117 S : When the .\obel Prize lor lit¬ 
erature was announced this year, I experi- 
ented a sense of elation. 

S„. She evokes in my mind the same 
experiiiices and emotions about the blacks 
that J have fi’lt so often. 

P. .Not that I have ever met Tony 
Morrison, that great writer, who won it. 

Q: It was as if a family member or a 
close friend had won the prestigious 
award. 

R There is nothing surprising in inv 
feeling this wav about her. 

S. But e\ er since I toad her novelThe 
Bluest live". I have had a leeling of kinship 
with her. 

The proper sequence should be 

(«) RPSg 
(10 g P S R 
(c) g R s p 
(</) Rgsp 

11-5 S The word cancer strikes dread 
in the average man's heart and once he is 
diagnosed as sutlermg from it, he loses all 
hope 

b It also has a special wing to orgaiiisi' 
activities for thildren with cancer. 

I' I he tact that all iance''s are not 
incur,ible and ev en (he terminally ill m,i\ 
lie allowed to live the restol their lives in 
jhsalv and relative comlort is what Sanc- 
tuaiv, a support organisation for cancer 
patients and lormer cancer patients is try¬ 
ing to do. 

g. Begun in PWti, to provide psycho- 
ther.ipv liased support, banctuary is only 
.1 drop in the ocean as (ar as voluntary 
cure svsli'ms are concerned. 

R; And with it, the will to live. 

S; Sanctuary provides individual 
counselling and group therapy to pa¬ 
tients and their families and also helps 
in setting up cancer patients and fami¬ 
lies associations in various hospitals to 
provide a forum for them to come to- 
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gcther and find strength in shared expe¬ 
rience. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PRSQ 
(l>) R S Q P 
(r) R P Q S 
(d) P R Q S 

119. S,. In January 1971, inv husband 
Sam and I decided to leave the l!i\ited 
States and spend two years In mg in In- 


S: An architect and city planner, Sam 
had received a job offer from a college of 
Architecture there. 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt) S P Q R 
(h) R S Q P 
(c) S K y P 
(J) R S P y 

120. S^; rwenty-seven years ago a 
handful of Americans, declared April 22, 


St The response was overwhelin- 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt) RQPS 
(l>) syRP 
(c) RSPQ 
(</) S Q P R 

ANSWERS 


did. 

1970 to he, barth Day 

. 76. (rt) 

77. 

(JO 

78. (c) 

79 (d) 

S : Thv Vein W. 1 S equipped with Ivind- 

S„ r.arth Day has since become an 

ai. (c) 

81. 

(c) 

82. 

(*•) 

83. (Il) 

controlleil brake, clufeh and aicelenitor .md 

annual intemati.'iial event. 

: «4. (c) 

85. 

(«) 

86. 

b) 

87. (b) 

Sam liked il very much. 

P; Some 20 million turned out 

; 88. (b) 

89, 

(f>) 

90. 

(M 

91. (fl) 

P. His duties were to teach design to 

throughout the nation to persuade legis¬ 

' 92. (to 

93. 

b) 

94. 

(«) 

95 6)) 

the architectural students and also to di-- 

lators to en.ul stringent environmental 

i <^9. (C) 

97 

(d) 

98. 

(d) 

99, (b) 

velop new romses for them. 

protection laws. 

, 100. (/)) 101. 

(h) 102. 

(I'l 

i()3. (rt) 

y. Slim thought he could do this \ itv 

Q: The result' the U.S. Congress 

' 104. (if) 10.S. 

b-) 

lOh. ((/) 

107. (/>) 

well. 

passed a clean air act within a year. 

1 108. (f) 

109. (a) 

110. 

b-) 

111. (b) 

R. So we, with our three childn'n, first 

R: Tliey appealed to citizens to raise 

' 112. (r) 

113. (,/) 

114 

do 

HP. b) 

flew to Oermani' where wc bouglit a bright 

their voices against pollution ot the envi¬ 

1 116 (d) 

117. 

((>) 

118 

{<•) 

119 ((/) 

red 'Volkswagen' van. 

ronment. 

! 120. («) 
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improve Your Word Power 


1. apoplectic: (ii) very ea¬ 
ger (&) very sincere (c) very an¬ 
gry {d) slow learner. 

2. bruit: (a) suppress (b) 
surrender (c) suggest (d) spread. 

X congeries: (a) collection 

(b) distribution (c) interview 
(d) scenery. 

4. debilitate: (a) drown 
(b) weaken (c) withdraw (d) con¬ 
test. 

5. emaciated: (a) liberated 
(b) strong (c) weakened 
(d) godly 

6. ^ddy-duddy: (a) foolish 
(b) delicate (c) moderate |d) con¬ 
servative. 

7. gumption: (a) common- 
sense (b) easy money (c) cour¬ 
age (d) confession. 

8. hugger-mugger (n): 
{a) confusion (b) promise (c) per¬ 
formance (d) excuse. 

9. inchaote: (a) ignorant 
(b) inn«ent (c) underdeveloped 
(d) unwell. 

1!). jiggle, (a) jerk (lightly) 
(b) pu.sh thard) (c) pull (gently) 

ANSWERS 

! apoplectic: |()veiyangiv. 

--In the meeting, stime un¬ 
charitable ri-mark.s made him 
apoplectic and he left in a hufi 

2 bruit: (d) .spread 
(rumour) 

— Some persons derive 
strange pleasure trom hrmlnif; 
about news that has no basis 
whatsoever. 

J congeries: (a) collection, 
heap. 


(d) shout (loud). 

11. liaison: (a) trial (b) be¬ 
trayal (c) motion (d) link. 

12. molly-coddle: (a) warn 
(b) pamper (c) challenge 
(d) inquire. 

li nippy: (a) quick (b) ab¬ 
surd (c) crude (d) surplus. 

14. outlandish: (a) generous 
(b) genuine (r) strange (d) lively. 

15. piddling: (a) powerful 
(b) painful (c) obstinate (d) un¬ 
important. 

16. rankle: (a) irritate 
(b) console (c) collect (d) re¬ 
collect. 

17. shilly-shally: (a) remind 

(b) rebuke (c) hesitate (d) worry. 

18. vault: (a) sink (b) swim 

(c) reside (d) jump. 

19. woopie; (a) neglected 
monument (b) ambitious cld 
person (c) chronic patient 

(d) confused person. 

20. zombie: (a) sucre.ssful 
person (b) unreliable person 
(c) dull person (d) aimless per- 


- -Lahore was a living refu¬ 
tation of the notion that we (Min 
dus and Muslims) were a amf;cric^ 
of incompatible nations. 

4. debilitate: (b) weaken. 
—Inflation ana rising 
prices are the main factors that 
debilitate the national economy 
of any country. 

5. emaciated: (c) weak¬ 
ened, wasted, impoverished, 
—Reckless cultivation— 


rather exploitation of the land 
has left the soil quite emaciated. 

6. fuddy-duddy; (d) con¬ 
servative, old-fashioned. 

- You and your fuddy- 
duddtf ideas are completely out 
of tune with the changing cul¬ 
tural scenario. 

7. gumption- (a) common- 
sense, enterprising spirit. 

- Only a few public-spir¬ 
ited persons have the j^umptiim 
to take on corruption in the right 
earnest. 

8. hugger-mugger (n): la) 
contusion, secrecy. 

—The liuggrr-mugger 
prevailing in the closed-door 
meeting left everybody guessing 
as to what matter was under dis¬ 
cussion 

9. inchaote: (c) undevel 

oped 

—The inchaote picture of 
Indian literature offers both 
enormous Ireedom and frighten¬ 
ing responsibilities. 

10, jiggle: (a) jerk, rock 
(lightly). 

—It was a rare pleasure to 
lij’^le in time to music when the 
musical concert was going on. 

II liaison: (d) link, go-be¬ 
tween 

—The new manager 
proved a successful liaison be¬ 
tween the workers and the 
management. 

12. molly-coddle: (b) pam¬ 
per, humour. 

—He does not like those 
parents who first molly-coddle 
their children and then curse 


their stars after-wards. 

13. nippy: (a) quick, active. 

—You can depend upon the 

fellow because he is quite a nippy 
type 

14. outlandish: (c) strange, 
eccentric. 

—His views on most mat¬ 
ters that concern our daily life 
are often outlandish. 

15. piddling: (d) unimpor¬ 
tant, trivial 

—I don't want to hear all 
the piddling little details when 
we are already running against 
time 

16. rankle: (a) irritate, cause 
bitlerne.ss 

—The insult still rankles in 
his mind and turns him mad 
W'lth anger 

17. shilly-shally; (c) hesi¬ 
tate. 

--If you keep shilly¬ 
shallying like this, voii won't 
be able achieve anything in 
life 

18 vault; (d) jump, leap 

over. 

— The jockey (rider or 
racer) vaulted lightly 'nto the 
saddle and the race started 

19. woopie: (b) ambitious 
old person. 

—According to one survey 
the number of iiwpies has been 
on the increase in Western soci¬ 
eties. 

20. zombie: (c) dull or life¬ 
less person 

—When I entered the room, 
the old man was watching TV. 
like a zombie. 
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liestofReasonUHi—I 


Qs. 1-8. Find out th« missing number in the series given 
below: 

1. 92; 91; 90;...; 78; 69; 42. 


(fl) 88 

(b) 86 (f) 83 

(d) 79 

(c) None of these 


1; 2; 3; 5, . 

..; 11. 


(ii) 6 

(b) 9 ^8 

(dt/7 

(c) None of thc.se 


4; 8; 12; 5; 

...; 15; 6; 12. 


(fl) 7 

(b) 9 (f) 12 


((') None of these 

...; 64; 2.5; 125; .36; 216. 


Jd) 16 

((») 24 (c) 32 

(d) 8 


(t) lOO'i Id) 1130 


16. FDB; JHF; NLJ; RPN;... 

(fl) UTR (b) VTR (c) USR 

(d) VSR (r) None of these 

17. AZ; CX; FU; JQ;... 

(fl) PL (h) OM (f) OL 

(d) PM (e) None of these 

18. VWY; BCE; HIK; N(X3;... 

(fl) lUW (b) STV (r) STW 

(d) TVX (f) None of these 

19-20. Find out the missing letters and numbers: 


(c) None of these 

.3 63; 70; 84; 105; .. j 

(fl) 112 (b) 11‘) (f) 126 (d) 1.3S 

(c) None of these 

6. 13; 12; 22; 63; 248;... 

(fl) 123,5 (h) 992 (t) 1005 Id) 1130 

(c) None of Ihcse 

7. 9; 11; W; 22;...; .3.3; 36. 

(fl) 25 (h) 26 (c) 27 (d) 30 

(e) None of these 
8 72; 27; 63; .36;...; .51. 

(fl) 25 (h) 35 (c) 15 (d) 45 

(r) None of these 

Qs. 9-13. The numbers given in each question have a 
common feature—as mentioned again.sl (a), (b), (r), (d) and (e). 
Youi task is to match the questions with (n), (b), (c), (d) and (c). 

9. , 98; 162; 576; 1.38; 414. 

(fl) They are divisible by 4 

10. 4-il, Zi'.l; 144; 625; 289. 

(b) They are cub'’s of some number 

11. 584; 676; 912; 772; 516. 

(r) They an* divisible by 3. 

12. 791; 609^ 252; 294; 161. 

(d) They ari‘ squares of certain numbers. 

1.3. 216; 34.3; 729; 1000; 512. 

(c) They are divisible by 7. 

Qs. 14-18. Each question below has a letter series. You 
have to find out the next set of letters for the series. 

14, BJQ; CKIL DLS; EMT, ... 

(fl) FNV (b) GOV (c) GNU 

(d) FNU (f) None of these 

15. ZCL; XEM; VGN, TIO;... 

(fl) SKQ (h) RLQ (c) RKP 

(d) SLP (p) None of these 



(fl) J/IO (b) K/11 (c) N/12 

(d) M/13 (f) None of these 


7 

V 

22 

R 

26 

7 

20 

T 

24 

P 


(a) 18/Y (b) 17/W (r) 18/X 

(d) 17/X (e) None of these 

Qs. 21-25. The following questions arc based on the letters 
used in the word 'NOMINATION'. 

21. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as they have in the alphabetical order? 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (0 3 

(d) 4 (e) N(’"ie 

22. Give the total number of letters that have been usihI in 
tlie word. If a letter occurs more than once, count it as one. 

(fl) 4 (h) 5 k) 6 

(d) 7 (e) 8 

Qs. 23 and 24. Four out of the live words givi'n below have 
a similar reiation.ship with the main word. Your task is to find 
out the one that is different from the rest 

23. (fl) MAINTAIN (b) TRAIN (c) MF.NTION 

(d) OPINION (<■) STATION 

24. (fl) MINT (b) MOON (c) NOON 

(d) NATION (c) NOTION 

25. Let the letters 1st and 2nd interchange places, then 3rd 

and 4th till the last two letters arc reached Now find out the 
letter that is exactly in the middle of 6th letter from the beginning 
and 7th letter from the end. 

(fl) M (b) A k) N 

(d) I (c) T 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below .ire (wo sets of figures, Ihc Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, I) and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be Ihe next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


A o O O D 













G* 

1 

6 

V 

□ «ls O 

o 

Y 

A o 


*i* 



vjT^ 

kj'JT' 


■a^ i> 




D O A □ 

w s 

A 



Q* 

o □ 

rk V 

a o 

If /k 

V 

AJi 

* if 

fi'i 

y-N/S 


'df\j 


--•* O 

o 

o 

o o o 

o 

o 

o o o 

o o o 

o 

o o o 

o 

O 0 o 

Y 4= 

a 

» 

c 

-C -tt 
0 

9 

□ 

A t 

0- O 

-H- 

7 □ 

9 



4 




ooo ooo ooo ooo 


0 o o 

9 

-<] 


! 

s 

y_. 


* ^ 4i. 

o o o 

o 

(A 

D- 

4f 

D 

s 



CD X 

Jts. • 

X • 

6 

CD • 

.A. X 

i 


1 

f®' 





9 X • ‘Y’ 


X.A, X 0 




X • 

^ CD 

a> X tAf 
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"> 46 . 


ooo ono ooo 
□ OO ooo ODD 
ODD DOO OOO 


OOO ODD 
□ O O OOO 
ODD □ O O 


j C3 X = to □ = 
A V □ X V vL 


O U/ □ 


X V U/ 
OA q 


o O O o □ □ 


OOQ XODIX-Dd 
X V vl, o A D- 

Oj* = A = 







V □ Q 

V‘ □ O V □ 

o V o o n V 


^ 5 J' VJV" 

• ^ —^-y% ^ (-• 

-J) —_D 

•. I—* . I 

a O 

' □ a 

A A 








\|\ 

4 U 14 



I ri 4 - 


OOO onn ooo ooo ddo 

□ OO DOO ODD ODD OOO 

ODD OOP DOO OOP OOO 


AD.vl,X = D DDx 
Q □ A <=» O A = 

X □ A O vl; vl/ O /\ 


Vw/ 



W /-S 

^ ^ 


^ \ 




V o 

y- 

□ 

o n 

> 

□ V 
o 

A 

V o 

□ 

O 

□ * 

V 

M 
^ . 

V 

If 

r 

0- 



t 4 4 - 

'-.r- q^. 






4 $ X + X -H- 

't' ^ 6 Y $ A 

X c=3 W ca U tra 


I OO I ^fi9 
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• ^ /, ,<5^'^-»'>5^,> ^•‘*.' '■{^''•‘A *'* 




D E 


“ ra-^|>‘|H-(‘|K-U|Al^ 

___—n »>--«■_»- _ 

■• TTTTT TTTT 





I Hill (Ilf odd-niiin ou(; 

ABC 


‘At A A A A 


‘ ^ ^ ^ 


64. Vo 








; □ A 

Q L O I 

O 5 Q A 

.|_I C-I < = > I- 


A Q 
I V ' 

A 5 ~ 

-I < I- 


’• ^ ^ ^ 


Qs. 66 lo 69. Each question below has a figure with sumo 
of its part missing. You have to find out which of the figures 
from A, B, C and D would fit in the missing part. 


60- (yy UXi 


9 m m 


1^ liSil 

A B C D 



+ V A ~ 

V -H-. □ + 

□ # ' O . A 




A B C D 

I 

I y^h\ 

A B C D 


A B C O 


f.)s. 70-75. (iiven below are the Problem Figures I, II, 111, IV and the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E. Figures I and II have 
a (‘erl,iin relationship. You have to find out which of the answer figures has the same relationship with 111 as 11 has with 1. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 
I II III IV 


ANSWER FIGURES 
BCD 


V 


>vw- 

mt- 
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A ' VV*.<* 







:,-5''V' T. 



o 

r 

□ 1 
V 



s 

>- 

1 : 


V 







ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (li) (!ii> 1)11 dedmtini; 11’; 2-; 2'; 3‘ Iroin luimbors rL'spi'rlively. 

2 (rf) It is ii senes Ilf primf numbers 

,1 (h) The series lus, 4; 4x2, 4x3, 5; 5x2, 5x3, h, hx2 
4. (li) The series is, 4-; 4', 5% 5’; fi', h' 

5 (e) OuHlit to be 133 tio on nddiny 7. 14, 21, 28, to numbers 
respeehvely 

h (ii) The series is, (13x1) - 1; (12x2) - 2, l22\3) 3, (fi3x4) ■ 4, 

(248x5) - 5 

7 ^f) Tliere iiie two senes, 18, 27 and II, 22, 33 

8 (I) Make paiis ot two, in e.uh next one, the di,>,its ari' reverseil 

(II It) (r!) II (It) 12 (i) 13 (fi) 

14-18 Ter iI'isii'it/m\- llioi' (jiit’s/ii'iis, >iv llic n/ii(iitii.'-/ii/i iiiiiiDi^X' /'*'■'* 
/I'l/i'r, tlini llir s,-ii)iiif niir ml t/ieii llw lliini mu' I'j;,, in llir first 
ijiii'slinii, l/ie /iisi li'lh'r- lire B, C P /,, I', l/ie .si'iiiiii/ iiiie.s /, k', /,, 
M, mil/ llii' tliirj Hill's (J, ft, 5, / mii/ li f/eiiee f/ie iiii'-avi aviilil 
l‘i' I'Ml! The dilferent letle''' itiitit /iii.'e ■.l:\lerent ^ti;> 

14 (i/| 15. (i) Ifi (/i) 17 i. I IS (ii) 

14 (i/) The nap dinong the letteis increases by one and the numhers in the 
boxes above and below the letters are ai cording to the place of 
the letters in the alphalx-tical order 

2fl. ii) The letters have gap ol one and the numbers go zig-z-aggingtrom 
the opposite end 

21 (./) NO, ON, NT and CIT 

22 (c) NOM1A7 

23. (e) Al) the others hav '• one letter that doi-s not occur in the woid, this 
one has two, 'S and an e'tra 1 

24 (/))■ In all the other words, ilie order of letters picked up for forming 

word diH's not change j—. 

25 (h) The arrangemt'ot is ONIM |_^ NITON 

' For annoeriiijj; the nat type iif i/uestiHiis, Ihe fiil/iiiviiiy jiiiifi' /iiirs miy/it 
be useful: 

(i) Study each figure and its each part individually as well as in 
relationship with other figures given in the c|uestion. 

(ii) The figures may move oi change places with .some other figures 
according to a set pattern. 1 he figure may rotate, tilt, turn up.side dowi i or 
may change iLs direction. The movement of the figure may be clockwLse 


anti-clockwise, upiside down and \ite-veis.i, sideiv.ivs oi along certain 
points Different figure in a (luestuin mav haw dilieiviit movernenls 
{T\ttinples. 27, 28, 30, 33, 36 etc ) 

(ill) The figure may change its sh.ipe b\ dioppmg oi g.noing some 
part (T.xanipirs- 26, 31, 32, 34, •18, 44, 54 i'|. ;■ 

(la)The paw ot Ihe movement iso) great iiiiportaiM i I lie ligure mav 
gain a step or may lollow some other patten; .Ml the ligno > need not 
move at the same pace Some changes in the tigiires m.n .iKooci in vl'iiing 
movement (I'xtimple'- 27, 33, 3(i, 44, 4i eli ; 

(n) In some cases, (list one figure mav change its position,'iiiiei tion 
or a whole line may shift (/.iiiiiip/is III, 35 41, 12, 5('eh i 


26 

A 

27 t; 28 1) 

?'l L 

3i' 1 

32. 

II 

33, 1) 34 It 

38 1 

3n 

38 

A 

54 ( 111 ■ 

II Ii 

12 A 

44 

I) 

45 \ 4i. it 

47 h 

IS f 

5(1. 

A 

51 C 5': 1 

i 

'51 1) 

56 

C 

III all Iheotlieis, all the In 

lies are sii'>il,ii 

1 Ins one 



lines and a ■ iirved one 



57 

r. 

The pattern is wrong 



58 

1- 

In all tile oiiieis, the iwc. 

lignii's have i 

hlli'ieim 



this one has a dittereiic 

1 ot two 


54 

I' 

In all ilu otlieis, the line 

s j'.iven loi'in 

lllC llgllle 



line IS missing 



(ill 

15 

I he tigui es on ilu' Iw n sidi 

I'S Ollglll to ll.l 

' t a difleii 



one has a ditteieiice 'if 

one only 


III 

A 

Ii 1 all the others the cm \ ed 

line- aieiiiieii 

'.nreiniuiii 



to the straight lines 



62 

D. 

The three ligiires ought 

1.) have a difterence ot 



.hem 



(3 

L' 

The figure on head ought to match with eves 


64 D The line in tlie centre should be one more than the dots Hi re the 
number is eijiial 

65. D The total of arrows and pins should matcli with the doi- n. thi 
figure 

66 It 67 1) 68 A 64 0 70 f 1 'V 

72. B 7.3. D 74 C 75 C 
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Test of Reasoning—H 


Find the odd-man out; 

1. (a) cub (b) infant 

(d) ram (?) lamb 

2. (a) paradox (b) enigma 

(d) contradictory (?) assertive 

3. (a) seal (b) hawk (c) elephant 

(d) whale (?) human 

4. (a) Shima (b) Darjeeling (c) Paclimarhi 

(d) Lucknow (?) Ooty 

5. (a) Amazon (b) Congo (i) Niagra 

(d) \blga (?) Nile 

6 (a) ram (b) scorpion (c) fish 

(d) cat (?) lion 

7. (a) bear (h) kangaroo (c) sheep 

(d) fox (?) yak 

8. (a) flute (b) mouth-organ (c) violin 

(d) bagpipe (?) clarinet 

In each question below are given a couple of words hav¬ 
ing a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from (a), 
(b), (c) and (d) the pair of words with an identical relation¬ 
ship between them. 


(c) pup 
(c) ambiguous 
(c) elephant 
(?) Paclimarhi 
(?) Niagra 
(?) fish 
(?) sheep 


9. yawn; boredom 
(a) run: hurry 

(?) relax : rest 

10. teeth : chew 
(a) mind ■ think 
(?) sweater: heat 

11. chose; discard 
(a) sit: stand 

(t 1 lo\ e . adore 
'.2 zero hour: question hour 
(a) meeting: adjourn 
(i) smile: happiness 

13 pink : blue 

(al brush paint 
(?) oak. tir 

14 business selling 
(a) armv ' delence 
(?) prize. trophy 

1.3. greed. corruption 
(a) knowledge: hook 
(?) sleep • dream 
Ifi. crops: rain 
(a) headache; balm 
(?) luxury ■ monev 


(b) shiver. fright 
(d) sneeze; nose 

(/') eyes: flicker 
(d) food : taste 

(b) walk : run 
(d) draw : push 

(b) election; polling 
(d) dawn. sunrise 

(b) prolit; loss 
(di apple. health 

(b) teaching. correction 
(d) singing • music 

(b) goodwill • friendship 
(d) insult: enemy 

(b) food; cooking 
(d) engine: train 


questions with {a), (b), (c), (d), (?) and (/) on the basis of simi¬ 
lar relationship among the items. The order need not be the 
same. 

17. dollar: pound : rupee 

(a) copper : iron ; metal 

18. river ; water : lake 

(b) fly ■ bug : mosquito 

19. planet; satiirn : )upitcr 

(?) hand • thumb : palm 

20 wall: ceiling : room 

(d) bottle • bulb ; windowpanc 

21. sea : ship : yacht 

(?) rose : jasmine : fragrance 

22 bread ; cake ; biscuits 

if) rocket: star; space 

Qs. 23-28. In each question below is given a word along 
with its code, each small letter representing one of the letters 
from the word. Your task is to find out the codes for letters 
enclosed in box. 


23. C U R F0 W 
(fl) m (b) s (? 

24. [f] right 


25. G A R D t 


26. B R f[^ G 


27. }■ R F. n[^ H 


(rt) k (/») q (?) V ((/) m (?) j (/) b 

29. If 'KFGISThR' is coded a.s 'GliRSIRFT' then THURS¬ 
DAY' would be. 

(fl) UHTSKYAD (b) UHTRSUYA 

(?) UTIISKYAU (d) UHTKSYAD 

(?) UTHSRAYD 

30. If 'SPRING' is coded as 'RQQIMN' then 'AUllJMN' 
would be: 

(fl) BTUTNM (b) ZTSTI.0 (?) BVU\W 

(d) ZVSNTO (?) BTUTLM 


(?) 

y 

(d) a 

(?) g 

(/) i 

T 

(.) 

c 

(d) ^ 

(?) a 

(/) ir 

0 




(?) 

1- 

c 

(d) m 

(?) 1' 

(0 1 

(?) 

\ 

(</) y 

(?) m 

(/) c 

]h 

(0 

m 

(d) ^ 

(?) k 

(0 a 

r 





(?) 

V 

id) m 

{<•) i 

if) b 


(fl) BTUTNM (b) ZTSTI.0 (?) BVU\W 

(d) ZVSNTO (?) BTUTLM 

Qs. 31 to 34. Train X started from station A at 7 A.M. at a 
speed of 45 kms. per hour. It had to reach station C after 
stopping at B, C, D, E and F for 3 minutes at each. The dis¬ 
tance between each two stations is 30 km. An express train Y 
started from X at 8 A.M. at a speed of 60 km. per hour for G 
and stopped at every second station only for 2 mts. Now 


In each question below are given three items with a 
definite relationship among them. Your task is to match the 
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answer the following questions: 

31. At what time did train X reach its destination? 

(a) 11.12 A.M. (h) 11.18 AM. (c) 11.15 A.M. 

(d) 12 noon (c) None of these 

32. Did the train Y reach G earlier or later? Tell the exact 
difference in the time of arrival. 

(a) 9 mts. earlier (/;) H mis earlier 

(c) 7 mts earlier (d) 2 mts later 

(e) Both reached together, at the same time. 

33. At what time did Y overtake X in case it reached earlier? 
(fl) It reached later (b) They reached together 

(r) 10.34 A.M. (d) 10.36 A.M. (c) 10.38 A.M. 

34. Which of the following statements is lalse? 

(a) Y reached F. at 10 04 A.M. 

(h) X started from C at 8.26 A.M. 

(c) Y reached F. at 11.04 A.M. 

(d) X reached F at 10..35 A.M. 

(f) Y overtook X at 10..34 A.M 

Qs. 35-36. Six villages, A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as 
follows: 

D is 2 km to the west of F 
E is 1 km to the west of A. 

B is 1 km to the east ol C. 

E is I km to the north of D. 

A is 1 km to the south of C. 

35. How far is B from 1' as the crow Hies? 

(rt) 1 km (/i) 2 km (c) 3 km 

(d) \l‘+2'km (c) None of these 

36. Which three villages are in a straight line? 

(rt) BAD (b) DFF (c) ACiB 

(d) I-AC (c) None ol these 

Qs. 37-38. On a small farm, there arc some birds, cows 
and keepers to look after them. The total number of heads is 
36 while the feet arc 96. Each keeper looks after an equal 
number of birds and cows the total of the two being 11. Now 
answer the following questions: 

3/ I low many cows an- there? 

(ii) 8 (/>) li) (i) 12 

(d) 15 (c) None of these 

38 How many birtfs and cows were g)\en to each keeper to 
be looked after? 

(a) 8 birds & 3 cows (M 7 birds & 4 ^ows 

(c) 6 birds & 5 cows (d) " birds & 2 cows 

(e) 5 birds & 6 cows 

Qs. 39 & 40. A cultuial delegation from Europe came to 
India for participating in a confeicncc. 

20‘1'ti of the delegates were f'reinli 
C.lul of the remaining, 2.5''ci were Italians. 

Half of the remaining memhers were Russians. 

Out of the remaining members ol tlie delegation, the Ger¬ 
mans and the Greeks were in the proportioii ol 3:2 respectively. 
The number of tlie Greeks was 18 
Now answer the following questions: 

39. How many Russian delegates were there? 

(n) 36 (h) 40 (c) 45 




(d) 38 (e) None of these 

40, Which two countries had sent the same number of delegates? 

(a) Italy and Greece (b) Italy and Germany 

(c) France and Germany (d) France and Italy 
(c) No two countries iiad sent the same number of delegates. 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

III each ijiicstioii below are f^iivii litv staleriients followed b\i four 
coiicliifioiis iiuiidvrcd I, II, III and IV You have to lake the lm> f;iveit 
atateiiienbi to he true eirii if they seem to be at imiatice with commanh/ 
known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide which of the ffwen 
conclusions logically follow from the tuv ;iiivn statements, disregard¬ 
ing commonly known facts. 

Slak'iiicnis. 

41. 1. All books are cards. 

2. Some cards are pencils. 

Conclusion'^- 

1. Some books are pencils, 

II. All cards are books. 

III. Some pencils are not cards. 

IV. No pencil is a book. 

(«) Only I and II follow (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows, (d) Either 1 or IV follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. 

Statements. 

42 1. Some beggars are priests. 

2. .-Ml priests am teachers. 

Conclusions. 

1. Some beggars arc teachers. 

II. Ml teacheis are priests- 
IIl fiomc- teachers aie lU't beggars 
IV. All priests are beggars. 

(i;) Only I lollovvs (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Onl\ HI follows (d) Only 1 and III follow. 

(c) Only IV follow's 
Statementy 

43. ! All chemists are doclors 
2 All nurses are uoclors. 

Coiicliisioii'y 

1. Every do( tor is either a chemist or a nurse, 

11 Some doctors are chemist as well as nurse. 

III. 1 he doctors that are chemist an- not nurse. 

I\' Some nurses are not iloctors. 

(a) Onlv 1 and d lolli'w. (/>) Only 111 and IV iollow. 

(r) Either II or 111 lollows (il) tlnlv H and IV follow. 

(c) I'.ither I or IV lollows 
Slalcineiiiy 

44. 1 All glaciers are rivers. 

2. All rivers are lakes. 

Com lusions. 

I. All glaciers are lakes. 

II. All lakes are rivers. 

III. All rivers are glaciers. 

IV. Somcof Ihc lakes thalare rivers, are glaciers as well. 
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(fl) Only r and II follow. (h) Only 11 and III follow. 

(c) Only 1 and IV follow (d) Only 1 and III follow. 

(f) Only 111 and IV follow 
Stnlnunil'i- 

1 I'l is lalki lhaji .\ l)ut shorter than O who is shorter 
than I 

2 ( I- shorter than A hut taller than r.. 

Qmchi'iu'ii'- 

I I) IS taller than ('. 

II 1 IS the shortest. 

III (. IS shorter than I). 

IV I IS the tallest 

i.i) t'nlv I, II and III follow. 

(M Only II, III and IV lollow. 

(i) Only 1,11 and IV follow 

(;/) thilv I, III and 1\' follow, (e) All the lour follow 

Sfi!.'<’/»I’H/S 

In ! All mountains are forests 
2 Some gardens are lorests. 

C()lu/lls|(t|IS' 

1 Some fon'sis are neither garden nor mountain. 

II Some foiests are garden as well as mountain. 

III. I'very forest is I’lthcr garden or mountain. 

IV There is no forest W’hich is not garden or mountain 
or both. 

(fl) Only I lollows. (b) Either II or 111 follows. 

(cl Either III or IV follows. 

(li) Any one of the tour follows. 

(c) None follows 
Sfritciurnls. 

17. 1. St'ine tables are glas.ses. 

2 Some glasses aiv cups 

OiiirliisKif), 

I Some tahli-s are cups 
II. Some glas.ses are not tables, 

III Some cups arc' not glasses. 

IV. Some tahles are not glasses. 

fell thilv I lolli'ws (/>) Only II follows 

(cl t tillV 111 follcnvs. (il) Only IV tcillows 
(c) None lollows. 

In rnrh iiiirstinn Ivloir t- ymc/i n slati’incnt lolltmvd In/ tliriv iis~ 
'■iiinifiKiih iiiiimrri’il I, IInml III An nsfiimplmn is soHii’fliiiiy inippasal 
nr Inkf'i f'nr •,;rnnli'il. Yon limv In ciKis.'ilcr tlirstiitrwrni and llirnssump 
linn , anil then ilei ide whieli of Ihe ((s.'.icmp/jcins is iinplicil in the statc- 
wenl riien ileiide :t’i';eli nf llir iinmirrs is correci 
'stalemenl 

18 llritish postage stamps don't ca'ry the name of the coun¬ 
try on them 
Assiimptinns 

I Ihe Itrilish know that the whole world recognizes 
their stamps 

II I’rinting name of Ihe cc'untry on the stamp costs more. 

III Since the British are a tradition-loving nation and 
they did not print the name of the country in the 
beginning, the practice continues. 
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(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only D is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit, (d) None is implicit. 

(c) Any one of tlie three is implicit. 

Statment: 

49. Majority of the people all over the country docs not want 
to vote for persons who have a criminal record. 

Assumptions. 

I. Criminals are not good administrators. 

II. The majority wants the government of straight per¬ 
sons who have a clean record. 

HI. Some persons with selfish motives and iinder-wnrld 
connections want their allies to hold key positions, 
(fl) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only I and III arc implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) None is impEcit. 

Statment: 

50 'Ihe government is very much embarrassed by Ihe report 
and wrath of the United States regarding human rights violation 
in India. 

Assumptions: 

I. The report is basi'd on tacts collected iinoflu inlly bv 
the U.S. 

II. The government was championing the cause of hu¬ 
man rights without paying attention to the viola¬ 
tions that were taking place under its very nose. 

Ill There are no cases of human rights violation in the 
United States. 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit 

(b) Only 11 and III arc implicit. 

(c) Either I or-lTI is implicit 

(d) Either 1 or II is implicit, (c) All arc implicit. 
Statement' 

51. Most ol the private companies appoint onh those 
youngmen and women who arc fluent in English. 

Assumptions: 

I. The persons who are fluent in English possess moo’ 
intelligence and working c.ipacity than those who 
do not speak English well. 

II. Indian languages have very limiti'd vocabulary as 
compared to linglish. 

Ill English is the mother-tongue ot the owners of these 
companies. 

(ff) Only 1 is implicit (b) llnly If is implicit, 

(f) Only III is implicit. 

(dl Any one of the three is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Slalemcnl. 

52. An air-bus took-oft from Santacruz., Mumbai at 5 P.M. 
and after about half an hour, made an emergency landing at the 
Santacruz Airport. 

Assumptions: 

I. Something went w'rong with the engines of the air¬ 
craft. 






U. I he bad weather made visibility extremely poor, 
hence the plane had to return, 
m. The authorities got the information that there was a 
bomb in the air-bus hence they directed the pilot to 
bring it back as soon as possible. 

(ii) Only 1 is implicit. ((i) (inly 11 is implicit. 

(f) Only in is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(f) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Ooctors generally advise heart patients to take low-calo¬ 
rie diet and keep their weight under control 
As^iumpthns: 

I. Only lat people have heart problems. 

II. Dix'tors have no medicines lor heart patients 

III. 0\'er-weighl people ire more prone to heart problems, 
(n) Only 1 is implicit (/i) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the tliree is implii.it 

(e) None is implicit. 

In each qiirslion Mow is yieen an assertion A, lollowcd bii two 
reasons, lit and Rll. Apply the reasons to the asset lion and mark your 
i.nswers as follows: 

{a) Only Rl and not KlI is the riMson for A. 

(b) Only Rll and not Rl is the ivason for A 

(c) Both Rl and Rll are the reasons for A. 

(d) Either Rl or Rll is the reason tor A. 

(e) Neither Rl nor Rll is the reason lor A. 

54 A. Students an" gi\'en travelling tickets for going home 
and excursions by railways at a concession. 

Rl Students an* financially dependent on their guardians. 

Rll. If such concession i.s not granted to students they 
would start an agitation. 

(fl) J (/-) J (c) J ((/) □ (c) U 

55 A. More and more film stars are jiiming political parties 
and contesting for .seats. 

Rl. Siiice the stars an" already extemely popular, the 
political parties try to include them and thus be sure 
of n .seat. 

RII. Some of the stars led that they ha\ e a duty towards 
the country other than providing entertainment 
hence want to joui politics and do something 
constructive 

(a) J (h) J (() J Id) □ (e) □ 

5f). .^. In spite ol all big promises, pmiects and plans, the 
poor continue to ]i\e be'ovv poverty line. 

Rl. All promises are broken once the goieinmcnt is 
formed. 

Rll. With the rate <it which population is growing, the 
help rendered )ust becomes a drop in oce<in. 

(a) □ (f.) J (c) □ id) □ (c) J 

57. A. Candidates contesting tor elections are often gar¬ 
landed with garlands of currency notes by their supporters. 

Rl. Since the candidates are too proud to accept mone¬ 
tary help, it is a way of offering them financial help. 


Rll. Wcoming the candidates with expensive garlands 
made of flowers is a waste of money. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) J (Cl J 

58. A. The illiterates, tvho are imable to sign thou name are 
asked to put the impression of their thumb on dociinu nN 
Rl. No two hands have the same impression^. 

Rll. When there is a document, the thing (lecomes pei- 
fecllv legal and chances of cheating are almost nil. 
(«) □ '(/’) -1 (<') J id) J (e) J 

.5*). A. South Indian i'asi l ood Restauranls<iregelling much 
popularity in North. 

Rl. N(irth Indian tond lakes tixi much time and custom¬ 
ers prefer things that can be prepan'd last. 

Rll. Cliange from routine dishes is always welcome hence 
North Indians have dei doped a laiuv tor 5outh 
Indian dishes. 

(fl) (J (/’) J (c) J (./) J (d J 

III each of the following qiieslioiis, a siiiiation has been explained 
III two statements iiiiniMeii I and 2 foHoireJ In/ hoo eom litsions d/awn 
from il, nn/nkred I and II Vein task is to find out whieh oj the > oiii lih 
sion/coneliisunis is/are appluable to the silitalion 
Mark your answers: 

(a) it only 1 lollows, 

(fl) if only II follows, 

(c) il both 1 and 1! follow, 

(d) if either 1 or 11 lollows apd 
(t') it neiUier I nor 11 lollows. 

Statements 

60. 1. Pramod's lather and grand-lather siittiiej In "in seven" 
diabetes. 

2, Pramod is y("rv ill and has lieen admilied to hospital. 
Conclusions' 

I. Pramod suflers ironj Jialieles 

II. He has some other maim vomplii .ilmn 

(fl) ^ ll’l □ (i) J (■/) J I") J 

Slalcments. 

61 1. Only good lea'^hers ( (mim.ind the l("\i and n spei I ot 

pupils, 

2 Oavdri,aleaih("r,i.s|(iveill)\ aliti'f.'i'U!'iii. •!honl. 
Contli/sions 

I. (iav("tri IS a vc' v gc'o.! k .ii !k . 

11 Olhcrleaihersiil ihes( h',.l 111 ii.>.i,.,|. ii-v.(In. 
'•ludeiils 

(d) J (fi'l J I'. i J i'„'i J (Cl J 

Stalemnil . 

62 1. Mo"-! ol ,;u'nlliceisin a j'li". ,iti -1 . n-n i.iln I's 

ot its ownei 

2. Sunil is an otficcr in the lonip.iiw 
Conriitstons' 

I Sunil is rdah"d lo tile uwnei 

II. ‘""unil !'• not a r("lative of the m", net. 

(fl) J ll» -1 (0 J Id) J i, 1 J 

Statements: 

6.3. 1. Alter a train collision near .1 small toiAii, all the ininivd 
were admitted to the local hospital 
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2 A U’am of medical “itaff was rushed to Ihe hospital 
immediately hv the gov ernment. 

Cimdusionv 


remaining by the following letter from the alphabetical 
Older. 


I liiegov'iiinieiil fell lii.il in some wav, itwasiespon- 
sihli' lot the .u culent 

II I lie limited •'t.id ot tiu’ small hospital wa-> unable to 
K'l'e vviili ■'ll many casunlties. 

<tl) J !/•' J 1,1.) J (i/) J (-■) J 
StiiU’iitnil' 

M. I In spile 111 all the attempts oi the police force, the 
smugglers hiding in the )ungle could not he caught. 

1 I he State government has sought the help ol armv 
Com lihioih 

I. The smugglers know the forest and its hidi'-oiils 
much better than the police does 

II. Army is very well-versed in the art of tracking dense 
tore-.t.s. 


Tr X * 

BCD 

E 

F 

G 

. I 1 __- 1 1 1 _l 

7 AM ~ 

7 40/7.43 8.23'B.26 9.06/9.09 

9.49/9.52 

10.32/10.35 

11.15 AM 


Tr Y ________, 

BAM_i- 

9.00/9.02 

10.02/10.04 

11.04 AM 

31 (c) 32. tb) 

33 id 

.34. (d) 


.35. (/>) 


©■--® 


36. (n) 

CD- 

J- 



i 


(<i) J Ui) J (c) J ill) J (c) J 


©■.+.(fe 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (if) All the others are young ernes cit a certain species 

2. (c) All Ihe others are uscnl loi showing two sides ol a word 

or slalemont 

3. (!') All the others are mammals 

4. (//) All the others are hill-stalions 

5. (r) This is the only waler-lall among rivers 

6. (d) All the other creatures are related to signs ol Zodiac 
7 (b) All the others have thick hair or iui on their skin 

8. (c) All the others are wind mslrumcnts placed hy controlling 

hreatli. 

9. (/>) They have the cause and elleci lelatiouship 

10. (it) They have the item and Its main hinction rcTationsl'.ip, 

11. (d) rill'words convc'V opposite senses. 

12. (i/) One Icdlows the other 

13. (r) Both arc' two ditferenl membiTs ol the same group. 

14. (|i) One is .i part ol the other. 

13. (!)) Oneqiialitv begets the other as ,i ( ('nseijiieiHe. 

16 (i ) lustasrain IS needed till ciops, mone\ isnei’clc'ci lorlu'ciirv. 
17. (/i) The three belong tc'tbesaint'gcs er.il 1 ate,gore eurieiuy/' 
insect 

15. if) Two ol .he Items have the tliiul as a lomiTuin element 

19. (it) Two of the items belong to the liuol t omiiS'o tatego-v. 

20. |!) Iwo ol the items are parts oi tin ihinl tsv 

21 (/) Uvii ot the ill m.s h.ive then mot emeni ui the thiol one 

22. (d) .'\!l the three.lie made ol ihe.vimeconinitinelemeut.lTiiur,' 

glass 

/'i.'.s I OMMisri f/icsi iyni'..,';i'iis s.-r/I'.iii l.■l.M^I;|l,'ll/c'l'i'/' 

ill d'.th'iflit toold'>und imilil: thi'iii,mil I I't'in.m I Oi'i s i ■ ‘R',iiid i' 

eccin III i(i(i'.;tiiiiis J1 iiiid 74 if do tlo' iV.lf-< o' ond m' '’lit 'in' h 
rriii’iitiii III 75 :i'liir!‘li.'i<oii 'R'l’iiJ not ';' liriuf 'in'is t’-wodf for R 
and o' IS till' lodf I'rr I' 


37. |c) 38. (/.) 

39. (.) 

40. (d) Vr.—30; Ita.—30; Russ —IS; tier— 27; tlr—18 lotal 1.30 
The iii’.xi net ol qiicnlionn nif k sf nnniocn'd hi/ drnwiiijf diai^rtims 

oj oil till' prohiiMf nitiiaiioiif I ft fOflt itfiii hf rrpnvciih’d In/ a ciiclc 
iiri'sfifi tiiv of tin size. Studi/ cmli jirobnbk' situation and Ihfii rcarli the 
lool-jiiool foncliisuni. Here arc a fnr fxanijdfs 



23. (r) 24 (c) 2.3 i;) 27. (M 28. (d) 

29. (d) Sc’e hinv the letteis ol ihi word are rearranged 

•Tt) ((/) betters !. •>, 3 and 7 aie todeJ bv the pa'ic’ding anci the 


48. (i) 

49. (b) 

50. 

(<i) 

51.’ If) 

52. (d) 

53. (c) 

3!. (c) 

.34. (fl) 

55. 

fill 

36. (b) 

57. (c) 

58. (c) 

.39. (f.) 

60. (if) 

61. 

(n) 

62. (d) 

63. (f) 

64. (c) 


816APHII 38 COMPtriTION master 









ELECTIONS'98 
Another Fractured Verdict 

T he 1998 election results delivered 
whateveryone guessed butdren led. Of 
the 543 seals contested, a party needs 272 
seats to have a majority. The closest to that 
figure, but not quite there, was the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) with its allies, with 250 
seats. It made impressive gains, but still 
needed 22 more seats to be able to provide 
stable government. The Congress was saved 
from annihilation and won 167 seats, thanks 
to a whirlwind campaign of Sonia Gandhi. 
The United Front faced a rout and wasdown 
to just 86 seats as the people rejected the 
confused policy and ineffective government 
provided fire last time around by its diverse 
constituents. 

The higher voter turnout of 62% this 
. time reflected the seething anger and the 
L desire of the common people to throw the 
^ rascals out. The United Front received a big 
drubbing, pointing to its non-performance 
in the States it governed as well as in Cen¬ 
tre. In Mahara^tra and Rajasthan, the BJP 
suffered the same fate. The Congress saw a 
decline in all the States it was in power: 
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh. In Karnataka, the Janata Dal was 
reduced from 16 scats to 2 and the DMK- 
TMC combine in Tamil Nadu fell from 39 
seats to 8. 

The hung Parliament, however, left 
the task of government formation very 
difficult. BJI’ did manage to get a work¬ 
able majority and with some independents 
joining the coalition and Telugu Desam 
Party deciding to give issueJjasc support 
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee^ed government 
was asked to take charge by President K.R 
Narayanan. 

(Also see Cover Feature on page 754) 


DiYraiiim. 

The cumulative production of crude oil 
during April '97 to January '98 touched 
28.3 million tonnes against the planned 
target of 28.2 million tonnes. The 
production was 3.6 per cent higher than 
the production of 27.33 million tonnes 
during the corresponding period in the 
previous year. 




9th Plan draft 

The draft Plan document, released on March 1 by the Vice->Chalrrfian of Planning 
Commission Madhu Dandavate, envisages a Plan size of Ra 875,000 crore, which is 51. 
per cent hl^r than the actual expenditure in the eighth Plan period. 

The Central support is proposed at Rs 374,000 crore. Of thte, Rs 206,655 crore h,ts 
been provided for the Central sector. The balance Rs 167,105 crore will go to the Stuics. 

The Plan will be funded through Balance from Cunent Revenue (BCR) worth Re 125,667 
crore, market borrowingB of Rs 333,159 crore and foreign direct investment of Rs 80,018 crore. 

In its prescriptions to achimre a 7 per cent rate of growth, the draft document recom¬ 
mended: 

■ Pnming non-plan expenditure by 2 percentage points from 10.3 per cent to SL7 per cent; 

■ Hastening the pace of financial sector reforms to attrad private and foreign direct 
investment; 

■ Broadening Ate direct Mx base for raising resources at the Centre; 

■ Better financial management by the States, especially in running their public sector 
utlHties on commercial lines. The draft has urged the Centre to bail out the States by 
passing onto them 29 per cent of the direct taxes' share. 

■ Higher public sector Investment, especially in the core sector. 

The thrust of the Plan la to achieve agriculture-led growth. 

But Mgh priority will be given to the social sector. Farm sector growth target has been 
fixed at 4.2 per ceiit, while industrial growth has been pegged at 9.3 per cent. 

Prof Oandmrsta said in the ninth Plan's dependence on deficit has been drastically 
reduced to 41.5 from SO per cent in the eighth Plan. 

The total fiscal deficit target (Centre and States combined) has been fixed at 8.9 per 
cent of GDP. At the Centre, It is estimated to average at 4.1* per cent. This deficit has to 
be “brought down to zero by the end of the ninth Plan. Fiscal deficit will be kept under the 
given range to ensure it does not trigger Inflation but boosts growth”. 

For the assum(4ions of a 7 per cent growth target, the following parameters have been fixed: 

■ Domestic savings to be 26.2 per ceni ol GDP; 

■ Investment to be 28.3 per cent of GDP; 

■ The capital output ratio has been assumed at 4.03 per cent ol GDP against 3.9 per 
cent in the eighth Plan; 

■ Exports to grow at 14.5 per cent; 

■ Imports to increase at 12.2 per cent. 

If exports and imports remain at these levels, the current account deficit has been 
estimated at 2.1 per cent ol GDP as against 0.9 per rent during the eighth Plan. 

The underlying assumption is that with the comfortable level of forex reserves, a 
higher current account deficit can be sustained. Private investment is projected to almost 
double to B.8 per cent from 4.33 per cent in the eignth Plan. 

But a touch of unrealIsm has been added to the draft Plan exercise because it has 
not taken note of the poor performance of the economy during 1997-98 with the growth rote 
estimated to be around 5 per cent with a general slowdown ol the economy. 

The Plan has been formulated with 1996-97 as the base year. During 1996-97, GDP 
growth rate peaked at 7.5 per cent. 

Poverty: The Ninth Plan Draft also predicr*: the poverty rate to come down from 29.10 
per cent to 17.96 per cent. Poverty rate in rural areas is estimated to come down from 30.55 
per cent to 16.63 per cent. The increase in poverty rate from 18 per cent to 36 per cent 
in 1996-97 had resulted from adopting a more realistic yardstick in measuring poverty. 

A Planning Commission expert group amended the Prof Lakdawala formula of mea¬ 
suring povarty on State level basis rather than a national poverty rate. The amendments 
were (1) Rural poverty Is measured by adopting the Consumer Price Index for the agricul¬ 
ture lalxtur end expenditure distribution and (2) Urban poverty rate was arrived at by 
adopting CPI to the Industrial workers.- 

Contd on next page 
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The post Ninth Plan scenario aug^sts that education levete, enyiAititi^ and rate 
of poverty might increase in States lik^Bihet;^ltar Prad^. Madhya P^ii^ m l^jaathah 
at a high rate of growth of 7 per cent. , -/ ' . V ' 


PROJECTION OF NATIONAL POVERTY RATIOS (f^r cent); 
Region 1996-97 20)1-02 2006-07 20ti-12 

Rural 30.55 IB'SI 9.64 4.31 

Urban 25.58 18:46 9.28 \ ; 4.49 

Total 29.18 1748 9.53' 4.37, 


The package of policies announced could generate 54 n^ion )obsifi4iej(»u^ ' 
The document has also said that the ^vemment shoufd invast niore In the a^oti^ 
than If did in the Eighth Plan withtdcuedh agriculture, infrastructure and ba|tdsOrii|^; 

With regard to the provisioh of bi^ic services to ttie poor, die Plan draft sa^ that 
Universal literacy would now be achieved in 2006. Also, tt will not be uii'tH 20i0 of even 
2015 before every citizen will have the ieoeSs to drinking water, sanitation pndltoushg. 

It had taken.the Commission almost Ifi'monthsio preparethe voiuninous two>p^ 
draft after consulting ekpert groups, Central departments, State governments, flon*^* 
erpment organisations and several local bodies. Navihg failed to secure appR^ of the 
; Union Cabinet and the National Oevelopmeni Council owing to the fall c^ the Uhited Ftdtit 
(UFj goyemment, the document has been reduced to a statemeitt of posSIblllOes. 


been sacked by the UP Governor Romesh 
Bhandari on February 14 following the with¬ 
drawal of support by Loktantrik Congress 
Party (LCP) and Janata Dal (Raja Ram). An 
alternative ministry headed by LCP leader 
Jagdambika Pal was then sworn in on the 
basis of support extended by the Samajwadi 
Party, the BSP, the Congress and some out¬ 
ers. However, the Allahabad High Court, 
on a writ petition filed by a member of the 
Kalyan Singh ministry, passed an interim 
order on February 23 for its reinstallation. 
Mr Pal then filed a special leave petition in 
the Supreme Court against the High Court 
order even as both Mr Pal and Mr Singh 
claimed to be Chief Minister until the Gov¬ 
ernor issued a notification on February 23 
itself for reinstallation of the Singh govern¬ 
ment. 

The Supreme Court heard the petition 
on February 24 and declined to stay the High 
Court order, but ordered an innovative com¬ 
posite trial of strength for virtually direct 
election of Mr Singh or Mr Pal as the Chief 
Minister. 

The manner in which the Kalyan Singh 
government was sacked by the Governor, 
Mr Romesh Bhandari, came in for severe 
criticism. Even the President of India ex¬ 
pressed liis displeasure. Infact, former Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had gone on 


UHAR PRADESH 
Kalyan Singh wins floor test 

U 7TA R Pradesh Chief Miiuster Kalyan 
Singh won the composite floor test^ 

(ordered by the Supreme Court) in the 
Vidhan Sabha on February 26,1998, de¬ 
feating his rival contender jagdambika Pal 
of the I .oktantrik Congress by a margin of 
29 votes. Of the 422 votes cast, Kalyan 
Singh got 225 against 196 polled in favour 
of Jagdambikti Pal. The Supreme Court up¬ 
held the legitimacy of the floor test. It, 
however, refused to consider allegations 
against the Speaker that he had intention¬ 
ally withheld ruling on the detection by 
12 BSP legislators to help the ruling BJP. 

The composite floor test, considered 
to be unprecedented in the history of the ment. 

Slate was ordered by the Supreme Court The Supreme Court heard the petition 

on February 24, to see which one of the on February 24 and declined to stay the High 
contending claimants to the office of the Court order, but ordered an innovative com- 
Chief Minister enjoyed majority support positc trial of strength for virtually direct 
in the House. In the last confidence vote election of Mr Singh or Mr Pal as the Chief 
on October 21, 1997, Kalyan Singh had Minister. 

secured the support of 222 members. The The manner in which the Kalyan Singh 

new outcome showed that he had not only government was sacked by the Governor, 
retained his support base but further con- Mr Romesh Bhandari, came in for severe 
solidated it with some more BSP mem- criticism. Even the President of India cx- 
bei-s crossing over to his side. pressed liis displeasure. Infact, former Prime 

The Kalyan Singh government had Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had gone on _ ^ 
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fast-to-death to protest against the sack of 
Kalyan Singh government. 


MEGHALAYA 

Marak Ministry survives just 12 
days 

A five-member Congress-led coalition 
xAgovernment headed by S.C. Marak 
was sworn-in in Meghalaya on February 
27, 1998 amidst controversial circum¬ 
stances with rival UDP legislature party 
claiming to have paraded 32 MLAs in the 
60-member House as its supporters. The 
Congress had earlier fallen short by six for 
a simple majority in the 60-member 
Meghalaya Assembly. 

However, Mr Marak could survive for 
only 12 days. On March 10, he announced 
his resignation soon after the election of 
Speaker, in which the Congress nominee 
was defeated. 

The United Parliamentary Forum 
(UPF) leader B.B. Lyngdoh was then 
sworn-in as the new Chief Minister. This is 
the fourth time Lyngdoh is holding the 
office of Meghalaya Chief Minister. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party ope-ned its 
account in the Khasi heartland, winning three 
seats. The Hill State People's Democratic 
Movement (HSPDP) with thr«' and the Caro 
National CouncQ (GNC) with one an? also 
among the other parties that will be mpre- 
sented in the new Meghalaya Assembly 

With neither the Congress nor the ri¬ 
val United Democratic Party (UDP) ;«cur- 

HsYiuKimi- 

An Indian citizen who stays abroad for 
employment/carrying out business or 
vocation outside India or stays abroad 
under circumstances indicating an 
intention for an uncertain duration of stay 
abroad is a non-resident. (Persons 
posted in UN organisations and ofticiais 
deputed abroad by Central/State 
governments and public sector 
undertakings on temporary assignments 
are also treated as non-residents.) Non¬ 
resident foreign citizens of Indian origin 
are treated on par with non-resident 
Indian citizens (NRIs). 







ing a clear majority in the Meghalaya as¬ 
sembly elections, smaller parties and in¬ 
dependents assumed a crucial role in the 
, ministry formation. 


The exact party positions were: 

Total seats 

60 

Results declared 

60 

Congress 

25 

UDP 

20 

hspdp 

3 

PDM 

3 

BJP 

3 

Independents 

5 

GNC 

1 

Among the factors which went 


against the Congress government were a 
series of scandals, among them a forest 
scandal, a medical scandal and a fodder 
scandal. Besides this, the B]P made an 
inroad in the Congress votes, with the 
party securing the Laban and 
Pynlhorumkhrah seats, both in the 
Shillong area and inhabited by non-tribaLs. 
The general feeling was that the Congress 
had not been able to provide security to 
them. 


GUJARAT 
BJP wins Majority 

T he Bharatiya Janata Party stormed to 
power with a massive margin, cLiim- 
ing absolute majority. 

Veteran party leader Keshubhai Patel 
has been sworn-in as the Chief Minister of 
the State. 

Tlie BIP, which had come to power in 
Gujarat in 1995 with a two-thirds major¬ 
ity, had to bow out of office following a 
rebellion and also a split. 


MYluKlWlll. 

Software exports from India have grown 
at 59% in 1997 to $1.6 billion, in rupee 
terms, the growth is 647o at Rs 5,860 
crore, according to National Association 
of Software and Services Companies 
JNASSCOM). The growth is attributed 
to continuing rise in offshore sewices, 
entry into new markets, Y2k 
conversions and various steps taken 
by the government to promote software 
exports. 


Economic News 


Low^r Be could add to dll Idll 

The Ehatp devahatfon of Ute nfpee fligalnst the doflaf would increase the velue of oil 
imports by over Rs 2000 crore during the oirrent flpantialyear, In sharp contrast to the 
I savings of an estimated $ 1 billion in 1997-98 on account of low International prices and . 
lower than projected demand growth. 

Oil imports are siated to come down from a projerded level of $ 1011 billion to around 
$ 9 billion, in rupee terms and nearly half tha savings are expected to be eroded due to 
the exchange rate fluctuations. According to the oft budget lor the ettrtwtt. 
imports were estimated to cost sdiout Rs 37000 crore, taking toe dollar value, at Rs'36> 

Overall, India shelled out Rs 3W0 crore for its pH imports in,1996-87 which worked' ^ 
out to $ 8.87.billlon. To take advantsds of toeeubdui^ intomatiortdI'oU pticM and reduce 
the Imjpact of erosion of toe rupee's value, toe govmmefit is mi^ihtfSjng emde inerts., 
and cutttog 'down on value added patrolaum products. This wilt also help the don^ic 
refineries to operate at optimal capacity. 

Besides Crude oil, diesel is toe most Important segment of imports, accounting lor' 
over 35 per cent of toe total bnport bill. Against an import of 13,42 million tonnes irr 1996> 
97, India planned to import 17.38 million tonnes df diesel valued at about $ 3.6 Ulfton. 
However, the changed oil import strategy ie Hkely to cut the Imports of petroiMm products 
by about one-and-a half mitllon tonnes from the initially sstltnated'24.8 million tonries.. 


The split group Rashtriya Janata Party 
(RJP), which had ruled the State for over a 
year with the support of theCongress, was 
totally rejected by tlic electorate. 


TRIPURA & NAGALAND 


independent had claimed to have sup¬ 
ported BJP a day earlier. However, the 
Governor called for Mr Virbhadra Singh to 
form the government on the basis of Con¬ 
gress being the single largest party in the 
Assembly. 


Left Front retains hold in Tripura; 
Congress in Nagaland 

T he ruling CPI(M))-led Left Front se¬ 
cured an absolute majority in the 60- 
member Tripura assembly. 

In Nagaland Congress secured 5.T seats 
m the 60-membcr Assembly, 4.T ot them 
unopposed, thus giving Chief Minister S.C. 
Jamir another slii\t of five years 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
Hung Assembly 

I ,N Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh received a set-back 
when toe Congress could win only 31 seats 
in the 65-mcmber Hoi'se. Ihe major gain¬ 
ers were BJP who got 28 scats and 
Himachal Vikas Party of former C^mmu- 
nicatiun Minister Sukh Ram, who got four 
seats. 

Congress staked claim to the govern¬ 
ment citing support of toe lone indepen¬ 
dent in the House However, their claim 
was not without controversy as the same 


PATENT RIGHTS 
Government drafts geographic 
appellation bill 

T he Union government, challenged by 
the Basmati trade mark issue, has 
drafted the geographic appellation Bill, 
which will provide for the registration and 
better protection ot geograpliical uidica- 
tions (like Darjeeling lea, Basmati rice, 
Alton.so mangoes, Hyderabad grapes) and 
prevent their misuse m India. 

The Bill is expected to be at the top of 
the new Palinment's agenda and will be 
applicable on all agriculture and horticul¬ 
ture produce, food items including edible 
oilseeds and oils, drinks, fleeces and skins 
of animals. When passed, the Bill is likely 
to be called the Proteebon of Geographical 
bidications Act. It will be an enabling leg¬ 
islation, giving the Union government 
powers to protect a wide range of agricul¬ 
tural commodities and edible products 
which fall within the purview of the Act 
The draft bill defines geographical 
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indication as tiiat which defined a prod¬ 
uct as originating in the territory of a coun¬ 
try, or a region or locality in that territory, 
where a given quality, reputation or other 
characteristic of the product is essentially 
attributable to its geographic origin. Ac¬ 
cording to the Bill, a Commissioner of pro¬ 
tected names will be appointed by the 
Union government, who will keep a reg¬ 
ister of all registered protected names with 
the names, addresses and descriptions of 
the proprietors who have registered the 
grographical indication. 

The Bill gives the right to register a 
protected name to three categories of per¬ 
sons. The actual producers and groups of 
such producers of the goods in the 
grographical area specified in the applica¬ 
tion, groups of consumers and any com¬ 
petent au^ority. 

Howervei; the Commissioner will not 
register indications which ate not or cease 
to be protected in their country of origin; 
have become generic; or conflict with the 
name of a plant variety or animal breed 
and thus may mislead the public; or be 
similar to an earlier trade mark which 
might lead to confusion about tire true 
identity of th& product. 

Once the Commissioner is satisfied 
that a registration claim is genuine, a no¬ 
tification wiU be issued by the goverrunent 
to ensure that henceforth any misuse of 
the geographic appellation is punishable 
by law. 

The Union government will retain the 
right to unilaterally register a geographic 
indication which it believes is under threat. 
In such a situation, the government is ex- 
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pected to create a body which will seek to 
represent the people which are involved 
with that particular commodity, sources' 
said. 

The Registrar of Trade Marks, under 
the Act, may also refuse or invalidate the 
registration of a trade mark which contains 
or consists of a geographical indication 
with respect to goods not originating in 
the territory indicated. 

Certain legal experts have, however, 
said this draft might not be tlie solution to 
wave off patent threats. There are several 
structural systems and trade practices 
which will need to be established by both 
the Centre and the States before the Act 
becomes effective in any real way. 

In the case of India, there has been no 
significant brand building by individual 
companies because of the small size of the 
trading houses as compared to those in 
countries like the USA. Therefore, getting 
a protected grographic indication could 
become a stepping stone for several Indian 
commodities to collectively leverage it for 
commercial gain. 


The issue of patents was raised after 
an American company Ricetec patented 
Basmati rice. As a result of tlus, India will 
not only lose out on the 45,000 tonne US 
market which forms 10 per cent of the total 
basmati exports, but also its premium po¬ 
sition in vital markets like the liuropean 
Union, the UK and West Asia. 

TELECOM 

TRAI strikes down Internet policy 

T he Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) on February '7,1998, dis¬ 
missed the new Internet policy as invalid 
and stopped Mahanagar Telephone Nigam 
Ltd. (MTNL) from providing cellphone ser¬ 
vices in Delhi and Mumbai. The new policy 
was struck down because, according to 
TRAI, it was not based on the regulator’s 
recommendations. 

After the TRAI orde^ the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) said it has 
withheld the sale of application forms and 
guidelines, scheduled to begin on Febru¬ 
ary 18, for the entry of private Internet 




















Service Providers (ISPs). 

Regarding cellular services, the or¬ 
der pronounced said that the license 
granted to MTNL in 1997 for providing 
cellular and paging services was not 
valid both on technical as well as licens¬ 
ing grounds. MTNL expressed disap¬ 
pointment over TRAl's order. 

In the debate between DoT and TRAI, 
what is also being asked is whether India 
should have strong, independent regula¬ 
tors for infrastructure like telecommunica¬ 
tions or should their role be limited to 
settling disputes among companies and 
offering suggestions, which may or may 
not be taken seriously by the government. 
The latest orders by TRAI are said to be a 
reason for aggravating the clash between 
the two which may lead to the curtailing 
of TRAl's powers for which the DoT has 
initiated discussions at the Cabinet level. 

One is also led to ask whether global 
investors would look at India seriously if 
powers of TRAI are curtailed. Experts have 
also said that transnational and multina¬ 
tional corporations are wary of investing 
in countries like India because they are not 
sure of the unbiased stand of the govern¬ 
ment in formulating liberal policies and 
quick settlement of disputes, particularly 
if It involves a clash between public sector 
units and private companies like the DoT 
and MTNL. They have argued that such 
monopolies are status quoists and change 
slowly at'ccrding to their convenience and 
make rules which are loaded against new 


DoYiuKihmi- 

Ahemdabad is emerging as the counliy's 
largest gold jewellery export market, 
beating Mumbai. Ahemdabad jewellers 
sought customs clearance of 94 tonnes 
of gold jewellery for export costing about 
Rs 4,000 crore, during Oecember and 
January, They ordered gold biscuits worth 
Rs 1,000 crore in December for 
manufacturing jewellery. The current trend 
of the rise in gold jewellery export from 
Ahmedabad has come after gold prices 
crashed in the international market and 
the heavy demand for traditional Indian 
jewellery in Dubai, London, Muscat and 
Sharjah. 
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private companies. Besides, politicians, 
unionists and bureaucrats fear losing power 
and influence over the way things move in 
an economy. 

A lot of experts say that much of the 
pain in South East Asian economies could 
have been prevented by discouraging gov¬ 
ernment and encouraging powerful regu¬ 
lators. Not everyone agrees to thi.s— 
especially not the bureaucrats and the gov- 
ernment. They say that it is the 
government's prerogative to issue licenses 
and this can't be handed over to regula¬ 
tors. In case this cannot be done, the 
government's seeking recommendations 
from bodies like TRAI is discretionary, not 
mandatory. However, this is not what hap¬ 
pened. Going by the TRAI Act, the author¬ 
ity struck down as 'invabd' the Internet 
policy that took a year to be formulated 
and was prepared with the involvement of 
several other ministries like toe department 
of electroiucs, railways, power and toe cabi¬ 




net. DoT, however, is the administrative 
Ministry. 

The MTNL ieels that the foreign in¬ 
vestors' confidence would be shaken in the 
company which raised money abroad last 
year llirough GDR issue on the basis of die 
licence for cellphone and paging servkes. 

Some experts said that it is ironical 
that a regulatory body which is supposed 
to encourage investments and discourage 
abrupt discontinuations in policies should 
do just that. 

Others have, however, said that by 
asserting itself, the TRAI has broken a new 
ground in the country's privatisation pro¬ 
cess and started a national debate on the 
need for powerful regulators. 

EDUCATION 

India a^ieves 60 pc literacy rate 

TInIDIA lias achieved a literacy rate of 60 
iper cent, which is up from 52 per cent in 
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1991, according to reports from the Edu¬ 
cation Secretary PR. Dasgupta. This is a 
major breakthrough in the field of educa¬ 
tion and also shows the remarkable 


progress that the country has made since 
tlie independence when the literacy rate 
was about 15 per cent only. 

The number of primary schools in the 
country has gone up to 5,91,000 from 
1,40,794 in 1947 The number of high 
schools had reached 1,71,216 from 12,899 
when the country achieved independence. 
The number of colleges has gone up to 
6569 from 591 in 1947 and the number of 
universities 228 from 26 in 1947, The 
number of professional colleges stands 
at 1,354 now. 

Comparatively, Pakistan achieved a 
literacy rate of 37.8 per cent, Bangladesh 
38.1 per cent, Brazil 83.3 per cent, China 
81.5 per cent and Indonesia 37.8 per 
cent. Among the Asian countries, South 
Korea had the highest literacy rate of 98 
per cent. 

It was also seen that emphasis would 
now have to be laid on quality in the lit¬ 
eracy campaigns in the country. Special 
efforts would be made in the four Hindi- 
speaking States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan where the 
literacy rate was quite low compared to 
other States. 


LAW POINT 

Service code cannot be flouted, 
says SC 

T he Supreme Court, in a judgement on 
February 17, 1998, said that govern¬ 
ment servants cannot flout their service 
code in the name of fundamental free¬ 
doms. It said tlvat if service rules ate meant 
for the discharge of public duties without 


iinuKiimii. 

‘Fairy Queen” has entered the Guinness 
Book of World Records as the oldest 
working steam locomotive in the world. 
The 1855 built locomotive was mnning 
as a tourist train between Delhi andAlwar 
till February 22.1998 and is now at the 
National Rail Museum at New Delhi. 
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Industrial sector heads lor major slowdown 

Industrial production grew hterely by 2.4 per cent in December 1997 com¬ 
pared to the same month in 1996, according to quick estimates released by the 
Central Statfsfical OrgSdisation. 

As many as 10 of the 17 industry groups showed negative growth in Decem¬ 
ber 1997, with transport equipment and parts dropping 16.4 per cent, and bever¬ 
ages, tobacco and tobacco products showing a decline of 11.8 per cent. Output 
of textile products fell 11.4 per cent measured over December 1996 to the same 
month in 1997. 'Hte consumer durables sector showed a decline of 0.9 per cent. 
The overall growth in manufacturing was 2.6 per cent over the same year. Mining 
grew by 1.8 per cent measured against December 1996. 

The figures also showed a 9.8 per cent growth in intermediate goods in 
December 1997. Basic goods went up 4.5 per cent. The overall growth in con¬ 
sumer goods was 4.6 per cent, bolstered by a 6.4 per cent growth in non-durables, 

Among the industry groups that did well were non-metallic mineral products 
(13.5 per cent), cotton textiles (12.1 per cent) and chemicals and chemical prod¬ 
ucts (11.9 par cent). 


undermining the prestige or efficiency of 
the organisation, then they would be in fur¬ 
therance of Article 19(1) which gives the 
citizen the right to freedom of speech and 
expression. Therefore, service rules can be 
uphold even if, in the case of any individual 
employee, they "indirectly impinge upon 
some other limbs of Aiticle 19". 

The judges have also added that the 
courts have to be vigilant to see that a code 
of conduct was not widely framed so as to 
"unreasonably restrict" fundamental free- ■ 
doms. Giving illustrations of how funda¬ 
mental freedoms under Article 19 can be 
mutually exclusive, the judges said the 
right to reside and settle in any part of the 
country can be put in jeopardy by a stri¬ 
dent IcKal group freely expressing its view 
against persons from another part of the 
country and thus the freedom of speech of 
one affects the freedom of movement of 
lUioiher. They also said tliat similarly, exe^ 
rising the right to torm an association nuy 
curtail the freedom to express views against 
its activities. For example, a person join¬ 
ing an association cannot express anti¬ 
adoption views as he then may lose 
membership. 

Ttie judgement came when the court 
dismissed an appeal by one M.H. 
Devendrappa, who was a manager at the 
Karnataka State Small Industries Develop¬ 
ment Corporation and the President of its 
employees' welfare association. The charge 
against Devendrappa was that in a press 
statement in 1977, he had violated service 


rules by attributing motives to his chair¬ 
man S.C. \fenkatesh. Devendrappa had also 
allegedly welcomed his dismis.sal from the 
presidentship of the Bangalore district 
Congress Committee. The court said that 
making a public statement against his head 
on a political issue amounted to lowering 
the prestige of the organisation in which 
he worked 

SC differentiates between ‘law 
and order' and ‘public order’ 

R evoking the detention of a person, 
involved in an ordinary crime, under 
the National Security Act, the Supreme 
Court has said that there is a difference 
between situations causing "law and or¬ 
der" and "public order" problems. 

The detained person, Imrhn Ahmad, 
was detained by the Uttar Pradesh police 
a year ago for allegedly looting valuables 
and cash from a house along with other 
accused who were also wielding knives and 
pistols. 

The court said that none of the 
grounds of detention relating to the main 
incident can be considered as acts by the 
detenu which are prejudicial to the main¬ 
tenance of public order. All grounds re¬ 
lated to "law and order" problem and not 
"public order" for which he had been 
booked. 

In an earlier judgement in 1989, the 
court had pointed out cases in which an 
Older of detention under the NSA or other 
preventive laws could be passed. These 
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were, dare-devil repeated criminal acts, 
open shoot out, throwing bomb at public 
places, committing serious offences in 
public transport, armed persons going on 
plundering public property or terrorising 
people to create a sense of insecurity 
among them. Much would depend upon 
the nature of the act, the place where it is 
committed and the sinister significance 
attached to it. 


ENVIRONMENT 
Huge Forest Cover lost 

T he Slate of Forest Report 1997 released 
in early February, has pointed out that 
the country has lost 5500 square kilometres 
of forest since the last assessment in 1995. 
The worst losers have been Madhya 
Pradesh and Andhra Prade.sh while 
^ Maharashtra added a huge 2300 square 
kilometres. 

The northeastern States of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Marupur, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
and Nagaland have been found to meet 
the National Forest Policy 1988 stipula¬ 
tion that every hill district must have at 
least two thirds forest. Tribal areas were 
surveyed separately. It was found that 
more than 66 per cent of the country's 
forests are in these areas yet about 4900 
square kilometres were lost here, leav¬ 
ing only 35 per cent of the tribal areas 
covered. 

The 5500 square km lost during 
years and 1997 is worked out in 
^ the tollowing manner: dense forests (40 
per cent crown density) lost 17,777 sq 
km, open forests (10-40 per cent crown 
density) grew 12,001 sq km and man¬ 
groves grew 294 sq km. In net, the coun¬ 
try lost 5500 sq km. The rise in the area 
of open forests is only partly due to af¬ 
forestation. About 19,450 sq k.m ol dense 
forests degraded to open toresLs. {In the 
other hand, 7972 sq km of scrub and 

MYouKinw- 

Former Australian skipper Bob Simpson 
has taken over as consultant to the Indian 
Cricket Board from Tuesday to prepare 
the team for the 1999 World Cup in 
England. 


BUSINESS NEWS 


Hindustan Uirer pulia coup with Ponds and Idkme 

Hindustan Lever putted of! a-major coup on Februaiy 12,-1898, as it announced a 
merger betweeaPonds bidia and Hindustan Levar and simultaneously bought 50 per cent 
holding in the Talae' company litkme. 

The merger of the two Unll^r'subsidiaries, Ponds India Ltd (PIL) and Hindustan 
Lever Ltd (HLL), came after two years of speculation. The two companies have significant 
overlaps in personal products, specially chemicals and exports business, besides a 
common dfsfrltotion system tor personal products. The amalgamation will help In econo¬ 
mies of scale both in domestic and eiqiort maik^ and. enable company to find 
investments required tor aggressively buiidjng new categories such qs,deoda.rants and 
other personal products. The two companies have a common management pool and 
technology base. As a first step, It has been proposed that HLL. a major trading house 
will, with Immediate ettect also act as a men^nt exporter for RL exports. 

Faced with increasing intemaijonai and domestic competition and also handicapped 
in investing more to feed jcHnl venture Lakme-Lever, Laknre also announced that It would 
sell its 50 per cent holding as w^l as Lakme's trademarks to HLL for around Rs 200 crore. 
Laione decided,-in addition, to sell of Its own manufacturing facilities at a price to be 
determined later and thus reduced ilselt to a shell company. After this amalgamaltbn, the 
Tatas will be out of the cosmetics business. Hll also proposes to acquire from Lakme 
Limited its manufactuilng facilities at Debnar and Kandla. The employees of all these 
undertakinga wilLelso be acquired by HLL, with continuity of service and full protection of 
Iheir existing terms sihei condteons. 

HLL views the proposed acquisifion of Lakme Brands as a long-term Investment and 
is confidant that thiS'would produce commensurate returns in Jhe longer term. The com¬ 
pany also believes that as a 1(X) per cent owned subsidiary Lakme Lever Ltd. would 
enable to deriva several synergies from the HLL group's larger personal product portfolio 
than what would have been possible under the joint ownership. 


non-forest lands improved to open for¬ 
ests. Some of the dense forests have been 
degraded to scrub (392 sq km) and non- 
forest (3129 sq km). From the open for¬ 
ests, 2847 sq km turned scrub and 8846 
sq km non-forest. 

There were various petitions and 
court decisions on wood-based indus- 
li ICS that are seen to be degrading for¬ 
ests rapidly. Therefore, the FSl studied 
Haryana to find that the total grow¬ 
ing wood slock is 10.3 million cubic 
metres, as compared to 1.4 million 
cubic metres in natural forest areas in 
the State. 

TAMIL NADU 

31 killed in Coimbatore blasts 

A t least 31 people were killed, about 
too injured in a series of 12 bomb 
blasts in coinnbatore within a span of 15 
minutes on February 14,1998, one of them 
exploding at the public meeting to be ad¬ 
dressed by BJP President L.K. Advani who 
escaped as he was late. 


The bombs had been planted in cars 
parked nc’ar the venue and in busy areas 
including Big Bazaar Street, liiwn Hall, 
Ciandhipuram and the railway station. 
While some accused the 'Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist forces' for the blasts, no group 
had .iciually claimed responsibility. 

Pn’sumably, the casualties were less 
because the ex|'losions were in open space 
and not in eonlined spaces as in Mumbai. 
It could be that the Coimbatore blasts 
were set oil by people who shared their 
mnJus of’cniiufi their motivation and Iheir 
allegiance and derived their resoiirves 
Iroin the same foreign source of inspira¬ 
tion. 

It IS said that one can anlicipale 
India's adversaries to open a new front 
in the South. Having made a prelimi¬ 
nary strike in Tamil Nadu m December, 
it was logical for them to strike in a more 
massive way just before the elections. 
During elections, such threats should be, 
in fact, anticipated on the basis ot law 
of probability and action taken to fore¬ 
stall and counter the threat 
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GULF 

UN Council endorses Iraq deal 

O N March 1, l‘W8, the UN Security 
Council unanimously endorsed UN 
Chief Kofi Annan's deal to open Iraq's 
presidential palaces to UN arms inspectors. 
However, il warned of dire consequences 
if Iraq breaks the accord. The unanimous 
vole came after several council members 
insisted on guarantees that it would not 
give automatic approval for a military .at¬ 
tack if Iraq breaks the accord. 

The resolution passed in the St'curity 
Council endorsed the agreement that UN 
Secn'tary-General had signed with Iraq on 
February 23,1W8, to allow UN inspectors, 
accompanied by diplomats, to visit eight 
presidential palaces which Iraq had placed 
off limits. The accord was signed between 
Annan and the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter Taraq Aziz. 

Under the accord, Iraq would give the 
UN Special Conunission (UNSCOM) and 
the International Atomic Fnergy Agency 
(IAEA) immediate, unconditional and un¬ 
restricted access to suspected weapons sites 
as required by past UN resolutions. The 
accord stipulates that senior diplomats 
appointed by Annan carry out inspections 
at the eiglit presidential palaces wliich are 
the centre of dispute The 'special group' 
would operate under procedures estab¬ 
lished by UNSCOM iind the 1A1'.A, as well 
as specific, detailed procedures which will 
be developed given the special nature of 
"presidential sites". The accord also reiter¬ 
ated the commitment of UN memberStates 
to respect the soveieignty and territorial 
integrity of Iraq. 


lo You Know. 

Hindustan Lever has announced the 
merger with Unilever’s personal products 
company, Pond's. It also announced 
takeover ol Lakme-Lever and will buy 
Lakme's brands. The cash outflow from 
HLL is expected to be Rs 130 crore. 
Unilever has its own cosmetic brands 
Calvin Klein and Elizabeth Arden, which it 
plans to launch in India. The takeover ot 
Lakme. an established brand in India, will 
give il a headstart in the market. 


The United States, however, asked for 
clarification and insisted that Iraq's pledge 
to open up all sites to UN inspectors must 
be put to test. The country expressed the 
desire to see a strong clause for automatic 
punishment to Iraq if it fails to comply with 
the agreement. In case no decision is taken, 
the agreement could be implemented with¬ 
out the resolution. 

President Clinton, in this context, had 
ordered the US military presence in the 
Persian Ciulf to remain in place. He said 
that if Iraq did not keep its word this time, 
the US and its allies would have the uni¬ 
lateral right to respond in a manner of their 
choice. A complicating matter for the USA 
is that the scale of the US military build up 
is so enormous that a withdrawal at this 
stage would lead to a serious loss of face. 
France and Russia opposed the US move 
to gather support for military action against 
Iraq. President Boris Yeltsin warned that 
use of force could trigger a world war. 

The present crisis was triggered off by 
Baghdad's refusal to allow inspectors from 
the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
on disarming Iraq, to visit certain sites on 
the grounds that they represent national 
sovereignty. UNSCOM has been trying for 
seven years to determine if Iraq has de¬ 
stroyed all long-range missiles and mass 
ilc'striiclion weapons, as ordered at the end 
of tlie 1991 Persian Gulf War. Only then 
would the Council lift the economic sanc¬ 
tions imposed in 1990, after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

UNSCOM inspectors have acknowl¬ 
edged that Iraq has done a lot to elimi¬ 
nate its nuclear arms. They suspect, 
however, Iraq is still hiding information 
and material related to chemical and bio¬ 
logical weapons at some of the disputed 
sites. Iraq's attitude is determined by the 
fact that it has not been rewarded for its 
near-perfect compliance and nuclear 
Ironl. 

Many people have been wondering 
about who really won in the various de¬ 
bates held and arguments tihat took place 
in the past few weeks regarding the issue 
ot allowing US inspectors to inspect Iraqi 
sites. While the United States will prob¬ 
ably claims victory for the way things have 
turned out, Saddam Hussein has not lost 
much. For one, in the weeks that these 


arguments have been carried out, he would 
have got time to hide any controversial 
weapons if they are there. 

Saddam Hussein has also extracted a 
raised oil sale quota from the UN—$ 5 bil¬ 
lion dollars. The Secretary-General, even 
while extracting the rights of unlimited 
inspection of suspected sites without time 
linut, has conceded that there has to be 
some reasonableness of time about the 
duration of inspections. 

Saddam Hussein has focussed the 
entire attention of the world to the sanc¬ 
tions imposed on Iraqi population. He has 
exposed that the US policy does not have 
the support of three permanent members 
of the Security Council. He has made the 
lop US leaders declare publicly on the TV 
broadcast all over the world that their in¬ 
tention is not to topple Saddam Hussein. 

The Americans will have to wait for 
some time now for this round of inspec¬ 
tions to be completed to pick up another 
round of quarrel with Saddam Hussein. 

The Iraqi dictator did not deserve all 
tliis. It is being handed over to him on a 
platter by the ineptness in the US diplo¬ 
macy. Saddam Hussein is likely to have 
increased his popularity among the Iraqis 
and in the Arab world as a whole. 

INTERNET 

US wins support for internet free 
trade 

O N February 19, 1998, USA won sup¬ 
port from rich powers and emerging 
economies for a proposal to start discus 
sion in the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) on rules for the rapidly growing 
trade across cyberspace. 

The duty-free proposals will not ap¬ 
ply to hard goods ordered on the Internet 
but sent physically across national fron¬ 
tiers. These are said to be an important first 
steps by the trade body on electroiuc com¬ 
merce. 

Interestingly, there was virtual 
unanimity among WTO delegations on 
the need to tackle the whole issue of e- 
commerce—expected to be worth at 
least $ 300 billion a year by the turn of 
the century. 

The idea of a moratorium on border 
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duties tor items like sottware, architec¬ 
tural drawings, etc had been first raised 
by President Bill Clinton in |iilv l‘W7 
Currently, no country imposes customs 
levies on items imported in this wav, 
therefore the US has argued tliat \V U) 
members could make a good start to¬ 
wards helping boost cyberspace trade 
with a (Ommitment to maintain that 
stance indefinitely. However, USA made 
it dear that there was no intention ot 
trying to establish totally tree trade in 
electronic shopping, and the US proposal 
would not bar governments Irom impos¬ 
ing consumer taxes. 

The US initiative to begin VV lO dis¬ 
cussions were welcomed by )apan, Canaila, 
the South Past Asian group ,ASi AN, Paki¬ 
stan and India. 


WORLD ECONOMY 

Asian Crisis dominates Davos 

meet 

T HL Asian financial crisis seemed to 
dominate the annual six-dav sum¬ 
mit of the World I'.conomic I'orum held at 
1 )avos in thi’ lirsi week of I'ebriiary t h igi- 
nall\ intended to deal with priorities lor 
the 21st lentiirv, the summit ended up lo 
cussing on how to deal with the present 

crisis 

Varied \ iews were expressed on the 
South l-.asl and liast Asian eionemii tur¬ 
moil, 1) • economists, academicians, go\ ei n- 


Do you Know.. 

Saddled with liabilities o( over Rs 1 ,D0Q 
crore, Gaulam Thapar, managing 
director of Ballarpur Industries Ltd has 
undertaken a restructuring exercise. The 
Al-Murjan group ol SaudiArabia will buy 
16.7% stake in Bilt lor Rs 135 crore B'll 
will also sell 65% stake in its subsidiary. 
Bilt CKemicais to group company Andhra 
Pradesh Rayon. It has backed out ol a 
venture with multinational DuPont which 
was lo manufacture nylon 6 6 and may 
sell more ot its businesses and locus 
on core areas. Its newspaper, The 
Pioneer, is reported to have 
accumulated of Rs 56 crore. 


mont mprcsenlatiN os, CEtX labour leaders 
and tinaiiciers, yet no clear plans emergcxl 
on how to got thmiigh the crisis. Nobod\’ 
was able to predict tlie exact fallouts of the 
turmoil. But preitictions wrix' made about 
thedisastrmisetlecis it would have not only 
on tlu’ Asian economies Inil also the devel- 
opixt countries. These countries have been 
affected by the fall in dein,ind lor their ex¬ 
ports Irom the Asian countries. 

Some economists made gloomy pre- 
iliclic'os about a world recession in WdH, 
wlu’ieas the husine'-' communitv I’oinled 
tint that the crisis hnuighl opportunities 
Some others pointed out that the crisis 
would force affected countries tv» bring 
iirgi'ntlv needed tinanciiil reforms. 

Amongst other issues discussed were 
i the role of the USA and the emerging role 
I of China as a global powerhouse and the 
future of the Puro which will come into 
being from 1st January 1W. There was a 
ciinseusus amongst participants and gl(>- 
hal leadeis, unethical norms and standards 
I and problems ot working ot financial mar- 
I kcis Also, working with drugs and chil¬ 
dren was taken up and th..rc was a foais 
on the 1 losing ol the iiu leasing gaps be¬ 
tween Slates, sexes and poverty The par¬ 
ti, ipaiils also expix'ssed a realisation ol an 
ai iite need lo iniprox e investment. It wa-- 
felt that inlormalion technology can hel|i 
the world m improving education and core 
I development aspects ot the world, 
j 1 he IMP was criticisext tor its inability to j 
I prcxiiit the Asian ciisis and eerlaiii meml’ci-s 
eallixl tor the forniiitiop ol another oig.inisilion 
; to iigiilate, or even monitor, monev tlows 
I helvvix-n counlrit's. 1 hisMii’,gistiiin w as. Iti'o 
; ever, rejixtcxf bv most iiiembers 

Many Asian represenlatixes spoke 
about their eountries. Mr Moutek Smgli 
.Ahluwalia, India's Pinance Secrelarv, as¬ 
serted that the slate of manv of tlii’ macro 
indicators m India were much beltei lliao 
those of Smth Past Asia, with India’s cui- 
reiif account deficit ai 1..S per cent of (lUI’, 
compared with 8 per rent in Th.iiland, or 
i around 4 per cent for other couniries. 

Iheie were apprehensions about 
whetherChina would devalue its currency 
or not until the country's Viev Premier 
announced that China would resist temp¬ 
tation to devalue its currenry (‘ven if it 
meant losing out on exports, because it 


would affect the stability of the region 
Pconomists have pul some blame upon 
Japan, its protectionist economic policies 
and high taxes as being part ol the prob¬ 
lem, calling upon the need for japan to 
stimulale domestic demand. 

Tire Prime Minister ol Thailand ex¬ 
pressed eoiwictioii that Past Asia and South 
Past Asia would necox er again lo become 
one of the engines of world gmwlh. He 
said that the <J-7 countries should work 
together with Asia and not lollow protec¬ 
tionist policies Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharil was also ol the opinion that 
■Asia would continue lo be the economic 
powerhouse in the 21st century He was 
also positive about greater economic co- 
opeiatioii between the ma|or economic” 
countries in Nnilh Asia 


INDONESIA 

Students seek Suharto’s 
resignation as ethnic riots 
continue ‘ 

T l 11- eionoiuic crisis in Indonesia luellcci 
ethnic riots in mid-1 ehrii.iiv PW,S Prn- 
lesls were al.so Iv’ld In students to tone 
llu' .Suharto go\ crnmenl to resign o\ er the 
v\orsl euinomii irisis in ’’s' veais 

1 he loi'i'l peopii' blame the Chinese 
tradeis tor the soaring privc-s. Hence, the 
main target ol riolcis cvere ('liinese trail¬ 
ers I lie l■tluu^ Clunest', who .ire mainlv 
( liri; iMM or liiiddhisl, make up I'niv about 
' lour pci icnl i-t Indeiiesia's population ol 
j ?.(!2i"iliioii i'lievdoinmalecommeriebut 
' i(iiii|'laiii tlial tlici .lie (leing iiiiide Si api-- 
■ ipiats tor tlv economii problems 

I IMF, US warn on currency crisis 

M .AIOK ei onoiiiu powers and ihe In- 
tern.ilional Moneiarx l-und have 
! \\ arned liuLonesi.i against imposing a rigid 
t iiriencv regime non, s.iying that il would 
shake lontidence m tlie world's fouitli 
most populous country The IMP manag¬ 
ing director .Michael ( amdessus pointed 
out that Indonesia should pursue a series 
ot economic reforms belori- establishing a! 
currency hoard to fix the value ol the ni-^ 
fiiah. The IMP also threatened lo withdrawi 
assistance to Indonesia if the governmenlj 
adopted a currency boarel The Indonesiait 
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GULF 

UN Council endorses Iraq deal 

O N March 3, 1998, the UN Security 
Council unanimously endorsed UN 
Chief Kofi Annan's deal to open Iraq's 
presidential palaces to UN arms inspectors. 
However, it warned of dire consequences 
if Iraq breaks the accord. The unanimous 
vote came after several council members 
insisted on guarantees that it would not 
give automatic approval for a military .at¬ 
tack if Iraq brt'aks the accoal. 

The resolution passed in tlie Security 
Council endorsed the agreement that UN 
St'crctary-Cieneral had signed with Iraq on 
February 23,1998, to allow UN inspectors, 
accompanied by diplomats, to visit eight 
presidential pa laces which Iraq had placed 
off limits. The accord was signed between 
Annan and the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter Taraq Aziz. 

Under the accord, Iraq would give the 
UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) immediate, unconditional and un- 
restric ted access to suspected weapons sites 
as required by past UN resolutions. The 
accord stipulates that senior diplomats 
appointed by Annan carry out inspedions 
at the eight presidential palaces which aiv 
the centre of dispute. The 'special group' 
would operate under procedures estab¬ 
lished by UNSCOM and the 1 Al- A, as well 
as specific, detailed procedures which will 
be developed given the special nature of 
"presidential sites". The accord also reiter- 
ab'd theconrmitmentofU.N monrberStates 
to respect the soveri'ignty and territorial 
integrity of Iraq. 


DbYbuKiww- 

Hindu'itan Lever has announced the 
merger with Unilever's personal products 
company, Pond s. It also announced 
takeover of Lakme-Lever and will buy 
Lakme's brands. The cash outflow from 
HLL is expected to be Rs 130 crore. 
Unilever has its own cosmetic brands 
Calvin Klein and Elizabeth Arden, which it 
plans to launch in India. The takeover of 
Lakme, an establislied brand in India, will 
give it a headstart in the market. 
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The United States, howevei; asked for 
clarificatioir and insisted that Iraq's pledge 
to open up all sites to UN inspectors must 
be put to test. The country expressed the 
desire to sec a strong clause for automatic 
punishment to Iraq if it fails to comply with 
the agreement. In case no decision is taken, 
the agreement could be implemented with¬ 
out the resolution. 

President Clinton, in this context, had 
ordered the US military presence in the 
Persian Gulf to remain in place. He said 
that if Iraq did not keep its word this time, 
the US and its allies would have the uni¬ 
lateral right to respond in a manner of their 
choice. A complicating matter for the USA 
is that the scale of the US military build up 
is so enormous that a withdrawal at this 
stage would lead to a serious loss of face. 
France and Russia opposed the US move 
to gather support for military action against 
Iraq. President Boris Yeltsin warned that 
use of force could trigger a world war. 

The present crisis was triggered off by 
Baghdad's refusal to allow inspectors from 
the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
(in disarming Iraq, to visit certain sites on 
the grounds that they represent national 
sovereignty. UNSCOM has been trying for 
seven years tc^ determine if Iraq has de- 
stmyed all long-range missiles and mass 
destruction weapons, as ordered at the end 
of the 1991 Persian Gulf War. Only then 
would the Council lift the economic sanc¬ 
tions imposed in 1990, after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

UNSCOM inspectors have acknowl¬ 
edged that Iraq has done a lot to elimi¬ 
nate its nuclear arms. They suspect, 
however, Iraq is still hiding information 
and material related to chemical and bio¬ 
logical weapons at some of the disputed 
sites. Iraq's attitude is determined by the 
fart that it has not been rewarded for its 
near-perfect compliance and nuclear 
Ironl. 

Many people have been wondering 
about who really won in the various de¬ 
bates held and arguments that took place 
in the past few weeks regarding the issue 
of allowing US inspectors to inspect Iraqi 
sites. While the United States will prob¬ 
ably claims victory for the way things have 
turned cut, Saddam Hussein has not lost 
much. For one, in the weeks that these 


arguments have been carried out, he would 
have got time to hide any controversial 
weapons if they are there. 

Saddam Hussein has also extracted a 
raised oil sale quota from the UN—$ 5 bil¬ 
lion dollars. The Secretary-General, even 
while extracting the rights of unlimited 
inspection of suspected sites without time 
limit, has conceiled that there has to be 
some reasonableness of time about the 
duration of inspections. 

Saddam Hussein has focussed the 
entire attention of the world to the sanc¬ 
tions imposed on Iraqi population. He has 
exposed that the US policy docs not have 
the support of tliree permanent members 
of the Security Council. He has made the 
top US leaders declare publicly on the TV 
broadcast all over the world that their in¬ 
tention is not to topple Saddam Hu.sscin. 

The Americans will have to wait for 
some time now for this round of inspec¬ 
tions to be completed to pick up another 
round of quarrel with Sacidam Hussein. 

The Iraqi dictator did not deserve all 
this. It is being handed over to him on a 
platter by the ineptness in the US diplo¬ 
macy. Saddam Hussein is likelv to have 
increased his popularity among the Iraqis 
and in the Arab world as a whole. 

INTERNET 

US wins support for internet free 
trade 

O N February 19,1998, USA won sup¬ 
port from rich powers and emerging 
economics foi a proposal to start discus¬ 
sion in tlie World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) on rules for the rapidiy growing 
trade across cyberspace. 

The duty-free proposals will not ap¬ 
ply to hard goods ordered on the Internet 
but sent physically across national fron¬ 
tiers. These are said to be an important first 
steps by the trade body on electronic com¬ 
merce. 

Interestingly, there was virtual 
unanimity among WTO delegations on 
the need to tackle the whole issue of c- 
commerce—expected to be worth at 
least $ 300 billion a year by the turn of 
the century. 

The idea of a moratorium on border 


V-': 







duties tor items like software, architec¬ 
tural drawinj^s, etc had been tiist raised 
bv President hill Clinton in fuly IW 
Currently, no country imposes customs 
levies on items imported in this way, 
Ihert'tore the US has argued that W'lO 
members could make a good start t(<- 
wards helping boost cybersjiace trade 
with a commitment to maintain that 
stance indefinitely. However, USA made 
it clear that there was no intention of 
trying to establish totally free trade m 
electronic shopping, and the US proposal 
would not bar governments from impos¬ 
ing consumer taxes. 

The US initiative h' begin VVTC dis¬ 
cussions were welcomed bv japan, Canaila, 
the South Last Asian group ASI'.AN, Paki¬ 
stan and India 


WORLDECONOMY 

Asian Crisis dominates Davos 

meet 

T ill: Asian linancial crisis seemed h' 
dominate the annual six-day IWK sum¬ 
mit of the World l-conomR I'oriim held al 
Davos in tin' lirst wi ek of I ebruary t )rigi- 
nallv intended lo deal with priorities tor 
the 2lst century, the summit ended up lo- 
cu.ssmg on how to deal with the present 
crisis 

Varied views weie express'd on the 
South Past and F'ast .Asian economic tiii- 
inoil, b\ economists, academicians, govern- 


Do You Know.. 

Saddled with liabilities of over ris 1,000 
croro, Gautam Thapar, managing 
director of Ballarpur Industries Ltd nas 
undertaken a restructuring exercise.Thc 
Al-Murjan group of SaudiArabin will buy 
16.7% stake in Bill lor Rs 135 crore. Piit 
will also sell 65% slake in Us subsidiary, 
Brit Chemicals to group company Andhra 
Pradesh Rayon. It has backed out of a 
venture with multinational DuPont which 
was lo manufacture nylon 6.6 and may 
sell more of its businesses and focus 
on core areas. Us newspaper, The 
Pioneer, is reported to have 
accumulated of Rs 56 crore. 






ment representatives, CFOs, labour leaders 
and financiers, vet no clear plans emorgt*d 
on how to get through the crisis. Nolnxly 
was able to predict the exact fallouts ot the 
turmoil. But prevlictions worn made about 
the disastrous effects it would liave not only 
on the Asian ixonomies but also the dc\’ei- 
(ipi*d countrii-s. These countries have been 
aflected by the fall in demand foi their ex- 
poits Irom the Asian countries. 

Smie economists made gloomv pn*- 
diefions about a world nvession in 
whereas the business community pointed 
out that the erisis brought opportunities 
Some others pointed out that the crisis 
wouUI force afh'cted rounlries lo bring 
urgently needed financial relorms. 

Amongst other issues discussed weri' 
the lole of the USA and the emerging role 
ol China ns a global powerhouse and the 
future ol the liuro w'hich will come into 
being trom Isl January PBW There was a 
consensus amongst participants and glo¬ 
bal le.idiTs, on ethical norms and slandaals 
.ind pri'blemsol woikingol financial mar¬ 
kets Also, working with drug- and chil¬ 
dren was taken up and tlii're was a hviis 
on the (losing ol the increasing gaps be¬ 
tween Slates, sexes and poverty Tlie pai- 
tiiipanls also expn-s-ed a realisation of an 
ai ut(' need lo improve investment. It was 
telt that inlormation lechnolog}’ can help 
till* world in iinproc ingedticaiion and con- 
development aspects oi the world 

I he IMI' was iTilieisix.1 lor its inabilitv to 
piixlicl the Asian i lisis ami u'rUiin members 
Ialkxltoilhetomwtionofanolhi-rorganisUii'ii i 
' to n-gulale, or even monilor, moiie',' Hows 
■ belVv'eelUollnlrll^.TblsMlgg(sllon^vas,ll;nv- 
I ev er, rnei tod bv most member- 
I Many Asian represent,ilives spoke 
I about their eountnes Mr Monlek Singh 
I .Ahluvvalia. India’s Hnance Seerei.irv', as- 
seiled that Hie si.ile ol many ol the inavro 
indiialor- in India w-ere much better than 
those of South l ast Asia, with India's cur¬ 
rent aceoiint deficit at 1.3 per cent of (’,DP, 
compamd with B per rent in Thailand, or 
around 4 oer cent for oilier countrii-s 
There were apprehensions about 
whether China wxiuld devalue its currency 
or not until the country's Vice Premier 
announced that China would resist temp¬ 
tation to devalue its currency even if it 
meant losing out on exports, becau.se it 


would affect the stability ot llu‘ region j 
l-.'onomisls have pul .some blame upon : 
Japan, its protectionist economii poliiies | 
and high taxes as being part ol tlu- pioli- j 
lem, calling upon the neeil lor JapiUi lo 
stimulate domestic demand. 

The Prime Minister ol riiailaiid ex- 
prossixT convictivm that FastAsia and Svmlh . 
Past Asia would reeover again (o become , 
one of the engines of world gnnvth. He 
said that Hie (t-7 countries should work 
together with Asi.i and not follow protei'- 
tionist policies I’.ikistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharil was also of the opinion that 
Asia would vonliiiue to K' tlie economic 
|)ovverhoiise m the 21st centui v Hr vva.s 
also positive about greater economii co¬ 
operation between the majoi economie 
countries in South A-i.i 


INDONESIA 

Students seek Suharto’s 
resignation as ethnic riots 
continue 

T l ll'.ev one lime, ri-is in Imloiiesia luetlixl 
ethnii liolsmmid-l'ebtu.irv Ptus. Pro- 
tests were also held by stiivli’nls to lorce 
tlu'Suh.irtogovernnieiit to resign over the . 
worst evonoinu i ii-.is m Til ve,iis i 

I The lo, ,il people blame the Chinese 
I Ir.iilers foi the soai mg prices. Hence, tlu- 

I main l.irget o( rn-ters wen- Chiiu-se trad¬ 
ers I'u-ethnii Chiiu--»', vvh', an-m.iinlv i 
Chi i--ti,in or Buddhist, make nponlv alxuil 
tom per cent ol liuic.iiesi.i's population ot 
21)2 million Ihev domin.ilv-eoinmenehut 
(omplam lhai lliev an- heing made s, ape- 
go,it- lor the i-conoinii problems. 

j IMF, US warn on currency crisis 

M AK )K ei oiiomi, pi'wei's and the In- 
ernationa! Monelaiv fund have 
warned lndonesi<i ag,iinsl imposing,! rigid 
ciirn-ncv n'gime now, saving that it w ould 
shake (ontidence in the world's fourth 
most populous country The IMP manag¬ 
ing director Michael Camdessus pointed 
out thrit Indone.sia slunilil pui sne a series 
ot economic reforms before (-slahlishiug a 
currency board lo fix Ihc' value ol tlu- rii-] 
fiah. The TMT also thieatenc'd to withdraw'! 
assistance to Indonesia if the governmenll 
adopted a currency hoani The lndonesiai| 
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rupiah foil through tho 10,000 per dollar 
levol, hitting a low ol 10,800 alter the IMl' 
thri'alcnfd to witlulraw assislancc’ to In- 
dono.sia. 

Indonesia Iwd n'li’ivod a $ 10 billion 
loan from the IMl- Iasi year as part ol Iho $ 
40 billion inlornational package to help the 
counlrv cope with turmoil Iriggi’a'd by a 
ciirroncy crash This was the third biggest 
IMl loan atler a $ 155 billion credit lor South 
Korea <il the end of la.st year and a $ 12.1 
billion loan lor Mexico in lanuary IWS. 

I’he IMT's opposition to a t urrenty 
board has been supported by the 
United States. A currency board is an 
inflexible regime with a fixed exchange 
rate under which a country only issues 
money when backed by sufficient re- 


SOUTH KOREA 
Kim Dae Jung takes over 

I'ebruary 24, 1998, the dedicated 
democrat Kim Dae jung became Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic of Korea, after a po¬ 
litical caiet'r characterised by imprisonment 
and suffering, opposition and n-pression. 
This is the first time that a leader ol the 
opposition has been electcxi to he tlie leader 
of the country. 

Tile outgoing Pn*sident Kim Young S.im 
had joined tlie ruling party in order to win 
power. 1 le had come to powi-r as llic first 
cii'ilian head ot government in three de¬ 
cades, amidst approval ratings of 9() per cent. 
However, he left office a discredited figure 
It is (’xpecled that initially, Kim Dae 
Jung will be preoccupied with the eco¬ 
nomic crisis in which his nation i.s unfor¬ 
tunately caught. It is unlikely that he will 
keep his democratic thoughts limited only 
to Korea He has very often said that the 


Dt You Know. 

Another international investment bank 
ING Barings has decided to shut down 
its stockbroking operations in the 
country. This is the fourth foreign 
investment bank to close in the country 
after Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
Peregrine Securities and NatWest 
Securities. 


economic turmoil is directly linked to the 
absence ot democracy in South Korea and 
elsewhere. The malfunctioning of the Ko¬ 
rean economy, he said, was directly re¬ 
lated to past authoritarian rule, and the 
economic and bureaucratic habits which 
that rule instilled. The cause of democ¬ 
racy in Asia will probably now have an 
articulate spokesman in power. 

However, before Kim Dae Jung refo¬ 
cuses Asian thinking in the w'orld of ideas, 
he will have to face the desperate Korean 
need for accomplishment in deeds. When 
he had started campaigning for the presi- 
denev. South Korea was forging ahead as 
the world's eleventh largest economy. As 
he takes over the presidency, the country 
has already sunk to being the seventeenth 
largest economy (some calculations have 
placed Korea even lower on the interna¬ 
tional scale). In 1996, per capita GDP in 
Soutli Korea was $ 10,548 while now it is 
only $ 6600. 

PAKISTAN 

Census held despite opposition 

I Hi Nawaz Sharif government, on 
March 2,1998, began tackling the seasi- 
tive task ot compiling Pakistan's national 
census after si'ven years Some have, how¬ 
ever, claimed that the gap is 27 years because 
tlie one held in 1981 was unsatisfactory. 

liarlier in end February, the census 
had been pul olf by the government after 
ob)eclions were raised by the provincial 
governments of Sindh and Baluchistan 
and a request made by the army for more 
lime. 

The Chief Ministers of two province.^ 
had written letters to Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, expressing reservations 
about the whole exercLse which involved 
3,50,000 army and civil personnel. The 
Army Chief had also apprised the govern¬ 
ment of difficulties which the military was 
facing and nei»ded more time to sort liiese 
out The census was earlier supposed to be 
hold in October 1997, but due to reserva¬ 
tions expressed by two provinces, the 
schedule was changed. 

The Cabinet finally decided to go 
ahead in any case. It also decided that the 
results of the census would not affect the 
number of seats in the National Assembly 


and, presumably, in provincial assemblies. 

It would also not change the number of 
scats now allotted to the four provinces or 
affect rural constituencies vis-a-vis the ur¬ 
ban ones. The Cabinet reassured the coun¬ 
try that federal funds to pnivinces will 
remain unchanged. 

The reservations expressed by the 
Sindh Chief Minister concerned the sensi¬ 
tive subject of foreigners in Karachi, 
Hyderabad and other cities of Sindh who 
have acquirt'd, over the years, national 
identity cards and passports. The census 
enumerators have been authorised not to 
register them even it they have valid docu¬ 
ments establishing their Pakistani nation¬ 
ality. 

USA-COLOMBIA 
US to waive sanctions 

SA announced on Fcbriiarv 7.6, 1998, 
that it would waive sanctions against 
Colombia for failing to fully cooperate in 
fighting drugs. Although Colombia will re¬ 
main on the blacklist of major drug traf¬ 
ficking countries. President Clinton de¬ 
cided to grant a waiver to recognise im¬ 
provements. 

Colombia and five other countries— 

• Afghanistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, Svria and 
Iran—made the blai klisi of drug Iraflick- 
ing countries last year. Under the Us law. 
countries that are not certified as driig- 
fighting allies are barred fnim receiving 
US financial aid except lor humanitarian 
and counter-narcotics assistance. Also, the 
United Stales must vote against any loans 
lo those countries from the six multilat¬ 
eral development banks and deny tinanr- 
ing by the Fxport-Import bank lo L’S firms 
that want to do business in those coun¬ 
tries. 

The move to waive the sanctions 
recognises progress made by Colombian 
authorities to rcxit out the notorious Cali 
cartel and steps taken by the Parliament to 
extradite Colombian nationals for trial to 
the United States. 

Meanwhile, the United States has also 
declared that it will help the narcotics con¬ 
trol programme of India, which is a transit 
route for illicit heroin, hashish and mor¬ 
phine fnm Afghanistan, Pakistan, j 
Myanmar and Nepal. j 
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BADMINTON 

National Badminton Championships 
PUIXELA Copichand retained his title with 
a 15-8,15-11 vi/in over Abhin Shyam Gupta 
m the final of the 62nd Bristol Senior Na¬ 
tional Badminton Championships held at 
Hyderabad. 

In the women's singles, Aparna Popat 
bagged her maiden National title with a 
ll-l, il-4 win over Manjusha Kanwar. 

Men's doubles: Vinod Kumar and 
Rajeev Bagga. 

Ladies doubles: Madhumita BishI 
and Sindhu Gulali. 

Mixed doubles: Vinod Kumar and 
Madhumita Bisht. 

CRICKET 

Vizzy Trophy 

NORTH Zone retained the Vizzy Trophy 
tor the second consecutive year after beat¬ 
ing West Zone by an innings and 21 runs in 
tlie final played at Amritsar. The West Zone 
were 95 tor 4 but wem all out for 264 in 
I heir second innings, enabling North Zone 
to emerge victorious. 

New Zealand-Zimbabwe Test Series 
NEW Zealand recorded their fourth suc¬ 
cessive Test win on home soil with an 
innings and 13-run victory over Zimba¬ 
bwe in the final Test held at Auckland. 
They had beat Sri Lanka twice last sea- 


Pakistan-South Africa Test Series 
PAKISTAN completed a 29-run victory- 
over Soulh Africa on the fifth and final 
day of the second Test at Kingsmead. 
Needing 255 to win. South Africa were 
186 for 8, Mark Boucher and Panic de 
Wlliers look their ninth wicket stand to 86 
before Boucher was bowled out by Waqar 
Younis. 

The first Test had ended in a draw due 
to bad weather. 


I Soudi Africa, however, levelled the 
; series by winning the third Test by 759 
'■ runs. Past bowler Allan Donald wrecked 
! the Pakistani baltiii" line-up by taking 
! eight wickets. 

; West Indifs-England Test Series 
i WEST Indies defeated England by 3 wick- 
, els in the second Test played at Port of 
; Spain. Carl Hooper played one of his great- 
; est innings and finished unbeaten at 94, 

' helping West Indies to end tlieir threc- 
I match losing streak. 

England lieat V\fest Indies by 3 wii k- 
■ ets in the third Test to level the six-Test 
series l-l. It was England's first Test win 
I in Trinidad since 1974 and their eighth in 
' 45 Tests in the West Indies. Pngland started 
; with 187 for 4 but faced up to the bowling 
I of Curtly Ambrose and Courtney Walsh 
: and had reached 218 for 7. It was the first 
I defeat of West Indies in Port of Spain since 
i Pakistan beat them 21 years ago. 


In the fourth lest at Georgetown, West 
Indies beat England by 242 runs, giving 
them a 2-1 lead in the series. 

India-Australia Test Series 
INDIA defeated Australia by a huge mar¬ 
gin of 179 runs to win the Eirst Test Match 
at Chennai. The win ended a 13-Test 
drought for India, the last victory being 
registered against South Africa at Kanpur 
in 1996 

The hero of Indian victory was Sacliin 
Tendulkar who made masterful 155 not 
out in the si’cond innings, fie was declared 
the man of the match 

TENNIS 

Dubai Open 

LEANDER Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi 
clinched the doubles crown in the $1 mil¬ 
lion Dubai Open tennis tournament beat¬ 
ing American pair ot Don johnson and 
Fransisco Montana 6-2, 7-5. 


Achievers 


The Competition Master has helped thousands of people realise their 
dreams by helping and guiding them in achieving their goals. We now 
introduce a column to highlight those who have been helped by our 
magazine. Send us the details otthe examination you have passed, how you 
prepared for it, and how the Competition Master helped you achieve your 
goal. You can also include advice to readers on w^at they should do. Also 
send your photograph and a brief biographical sketch. Selected entries will 
be printed in this column. 

Send your entry to AcMevers, The Competition Master, 126, industrial 
Area*l, Chandigarh—IBO 002. 
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Austrian Hermann Maier 
was the fastest man on skis and 
earned two golds while 
Germany's Katja Seizinger won 
two alpine golds. Japan won five 
golds, more than it had won in 70 
years. Its ski jumper Kaziiyoshi 
Funaki won three medals while 
Masahiko Harada performed the 
longest jump in Olympic history. 
US Tara Lipinsky and Michelle 
Kwan claimed the gold and silver 
in figure skating. Holland's 
Marianna Timmer won the gold 
for speed skating and broke the 
world record. 

The official mascot of the 
Games were the Snowlets, adored 
throughout the world. The owl, 
on which the Snowlets motif is 
ba.sc^d, symbolised the Vision for 
the Nagano Games. The four 
Snowlets, each with its own 
unique character, created a festive 
atmo.sphere at the Nagano Games. 
The design motif of the emblem 


The 18th Winter Olympics 
opencsl in the Jdpane,se city (if 
Nagano on lebrucirv 7, 1998. 
The opening ceremony drew 
together cultural strands from 
all over the world. Former 
Kamika/.e submarine pilot 
Motoichi Kodo rang the bell at 
the ancient Buddhist Zonkoji 
tempU', marking the beginning 
of the games. The 1992 Olympic 
figure sk«iting silver medallist 
Midori Ito lit the Olympic bowl 
and Nordic combined skiing 
world champion read the 
athletes' oath. 

In accordance with the 
Games' motto - games from the 
heart, together with love - the 
ceremonv brought together five 
choirs on five continents, their 
2,000 singers performing 
Beethoven's Ode to Joy 
simultaneously via hi-tech 
satellite link up. Choirs in the 
UN General As.sembly Hall in 



New York, Berlin's Brandenburg gate. 
Cape Point at False Bay near Cape Town, 
the Shenwii Gate of the Forbidden Cit^' 
in Beijing and Sydney's Opera House, 
were joined with hundreds of Nagano 
children for a historic opening ceremony. 
The five-continent symphony was 
conducted by Seji Ozawa. The 
involvement of British landmine victim 
Chris MiKin in the ceremonv .symbolised 
peace. 

Spectacular sporting action was 
seen during the Games. Nearly 4,000 
athletes from 72 countries tiwk part in 
the Ga.i.es, the biggest and costliest 
ever. The medals tally at the end of the 
games was led by Germany with 29 
medals, including 12 gold. Norway was 
second with 25 medals with 10 gold 
while Russia was third with 18 medals 
with 9 gold. 



was composed of dynamic athletes 
arranged in a petal formation, combined 
with the hexagonal shape of a snowflake, 
thus capturing the image of the Olympic- 
Winter Games. 

India's sole tompctilor at the 
(iames was 16-year-old Shiva 
Palankandy in his first appearance at 
an Olympic event. 

The next Winter Olympics will be 
held in Salt lake City in the US in 
2002 . 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

FAST: Funds Avdilable in Shortest 
Time 

TRAl: Telecom Regulatory Aiithorilv 
of India 

AWARDS 

Bharat Ratna, 1997 

C . Suhramaniam, who as Agrieullure 
Minister had heralded the gii-en revo- 
iution in the country during the sixties, 
has been chosen toi- the Uliiinil Rutiui 

Grammy Awards 

Best male pop vocal; Mton |ohn 
(Ciimllr III till' Wiiuf) 

Best female pop vocal. Sarah 
Mti .achlan 

Rap solo; Will Smith 
Best new artist: I’auln ( c'le 
Album of the Year: Bol' Dylan 
Best male rock vocal' Boh i)yian 
Song of the Year: Shawn t olviii 
Lifetime Achievement: Mills Brother^ 
Best rap album' Pull l)add\ 

Best contemporary folk alburn: Bob 
Dylan 

Country female '.'ocal: Irisb.i 
^eanvood 

K.K. Birla Award. 1996 

B .ADMIN TON. national champion P 
(iopichand, vveightlillor Kunjaram 
Devi and mountaimer santosh >adav 
have been selected for the sixth K.K. Birla 
Foundation 19% Aw.irds. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award, 1997 

N oted .y/iHZa/ smger |ag|it Singh h.is 
been chosen by the .Madlv. a Pradesh 
government for the Lata Mangeshkar 
Award for 1997. 

Saraswati Samman, 1997 

M ANUBHAI Pancholi "Darshak" has 
been selected fo; the Saraswati 


Samman tor 1997 by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation. 

BOOKS 

i A Bond with the Mountains 

A collection ol short stories written by 
iiiskin Bond, is a series of cameos 
I porliay ing the nuances ol a child's imagi- 
I nation Bond's emotional relationship 
: vxith Dehrndiin makes his stories 
nostalgic and vivid, bringing alive 
iiuamt, (harming places where he 
wandered as a little boy. 

, Kurukshetra 

T fllS (iuiarati novel has bivn written 
h\ Manubhai Pancholi "Darshak", 

■ till' winnci ol the Saraswati Samman for 
I'AC, the highest literary honour of the 
; lountrv. 

i CYBERSPACE 

I AIK goes live on Internet 

T ill' All-lndia Radio (AIR), on Febrii- 
ar\ ?!i, 1998, made its news accessible 
, on telephone and went live on the 
Intel net 

The ',MR News on Phone' service 
provides a lapsule of the tales* news 
: highlights, liotli in Hindi and I nglish, 2) 
hours a day, on specified telephone 
numbeis 

, I isteners will have to pay onlv tor 
ihe call charges to avail themselves of tlie 
; 9()-second neivs service, updated eiery 
i hour. The second service, 'AIR live on 
■ Internet' vvciild make AIR programmes 
j availalile to milliims of listeners on the 
j Internet the world over. 

I The Internet service will be available 
; on http://www.allindiaradio.com and 
i htlp'//air.kodc.net. 

DEFENCE 

Warship Betwa launched 

"BETl'VA", a trontline warship, was dedi- 


caU*d to the nation on February 2ft, 1998 
by Mrs Niloufer Bhagwat, wife of Chief 
of Naval Stall Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat 
at ('.arden Reach Ship-builders and Engi¬ 
neers L.imiled (GKSE) Mumbai. 

Designed by tbe Directorate of 
Naval Design and built by the I’RSL at 
a cost of over Rs hOl) crori', Hctuhi is a 
guided missile frigate which would add' 
a new dimension to India's naval 
defence system Named alter an 
important ri\ er I'f the country, the vessel 
is l2.S.ft metre long, 11 -1 metre wide and 
has a deep displacement of 3fttK) Icmnes. 
She IS titled with two Y 160 impulse 
system lurhmes providing as much as 
.■^1,01)0 horse power t'l give the ship a 
maximnm speed of 29 knots |)er hour. 

DISCOVERY 

Fossil embryos found 

S CIF-NTISIS h.ive toimd (us.sil embryos 
llutl might be the oldest known remains 
of creatures. 

The embryos .iri' part ol spctlacular 
trove ol small but highly detailed fossils 
lound in (. hma Ihc lossil- are ahoiil '>70 
niillion years old, and luine Iroin an early 
stagi ill iininud evoiuiion 

1 ne disiiiverii's don't reveal any ma- 
|or surprises about evolution, but experts 
sjv that Ihev are impoil.inl because llicv 
'-hoiv that eXi|iiisileK preserved lossils ol 
solt bodied animal ■ an still be reiov eri“d 
Irom liiat criu mI era. 

Ihe embryos are about the si/e ol 
sand grams I hey might he the earliest 
known lem.iins of bilateiians. whnh 
are animals that, unlike sponges or 
)ellytish, have definite left and right 
sides 

The fossils conic from a time bdore 
animals developed skeletons, siiells or 
even limbs. C features of tins er.i lived 
I in water and induded sponges and 
I animals resembling jcllvfish and sea 
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anemones. 

PERSONS 
Om Praka.sh 

Y ETCRAN actor ()rn I’rakasli, who died 
on 1-ehtii.irv 21, IW8, had acted a.s a 
comedian in inanv movies. He won 
accolades lor Ins roles in movies like julii'. 
Ijimtris, Slmrabi and Ntiiiiiik Halal He liad 
also produced several films. 

Panchuli, Manubhai "Darshak" 

T m; (liijarati novelist Manubhai 
I’ancholi, who is the recipient ot the 
Saraswati Samman, was horn on Novem¬ 
ber 2, 1*^41 F4e gave up his school to par¬ 
ticipate in the Ireedom stru^'^’le in 
Me has written four dramas, live novels 
and five books on literary criticism, lie 
has also authored many books on Indian 
culture, tradition and historical 
per-'pective. He is an ardent follower ot 
Gandhian philosophy, a scholar and a 
teacher. 

Subramaniam, C. 

W !.\N1:K of the Hliiirdl Kiitiiii, the 88 
year old Subramaniam had held 
many portlolios at the Centre After 1977, 
he had withdrawn from active politics. 1 le 
took keen interest in the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhawan. He had heralded the ^reen revo¬ 
lution in the country duriii}» the sixties as 
the Aj;riculturi- Minister. 

RESEARCH 
Hunger Hormone Traced 

S CII'.NTISTS believe tliev have loiind 
the hiain''» hunger luuinone I’lie dl-.- 
covery is likely to .''tart hectic reseaich in¬ 
tended to find "vedicines that can rein in 
this substance and help people sav no to 
food 

ihe researchers were led by I'r 
Masashi Yanagisawa ot Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute at the 
University ot Texas' South-western 
Medical Centre. 

The scientists called their discovery 
orcvxin, based on orcxis, the tireek word 
for hunger 

The' researchers found that two vari¬ 
eties ot orexin are made by nerve cells in 
the lateral hypothalamus, a part of the 
brain. 


The work suggests that the brain 
churns out orexin when it senses a need 
to eat, such as after a drop m sugar level 
in the blixxl. 

The possibility ot harnessing this 
discovery to combat eating problems— 
both lack of appetite and its opposite—is 
being investigated by scientists at 
Smithklinc Beer ham Pharmaceuticals, 
which collaborated in the discovery 
Drugs could be developed that mimic 
I orexin and make people cat more This 
could be helpful for cancer patients and 
others who have illnesses that rob their 
appetite, livim more impi'rfant, would be 
; using this diseovery to make drugs lor 
I treating obesity. 


SPACE 

Voyager drifts into space 

M ore than 6.5 billion miles from 
home, a US spacecraft carrying the 
sounds of a human kiss and the best 
wishes from a former President has 
become the most distant man-made object 
in the universe 

Voi/iiycr 1 is so far away after more 
than 20 years hurtling through space, 
that its signals lake more than 9'/4 lioiirs 
to reach the earth It has surpassed the 
distance of the older Pioiurr 10 
sparecralt. 

V^'oi/iigcr 1 and Pioiuri 10 are headeil 
away from the sun in nearly opposite di¬ 
rections. Both arc powered hv nuclear bal- 
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Election ’98 : Some interesting facts 

■ The 1998 Lok Sabha election costed approximately Rs 4600 crore according 
to a study conducted by the Centre for Media Studies. This comes to Rs 50 per 
voter. 

■ Parliamentary constituency with largest number ot electors was outer Delhi 
with 28,80,872 electors. 

■ Parliamentary constituency with lowest number ol electors was Lakshadweep 
with 35,716 electors. 

■ Maximum contestants in a parliamentary constituency were from Ongole in 
Andhra Pradesh. There were 34 candidates. 

■ 7,700 metric ton paper was used to print the ballot paper 

■ Total expenditure for conduct of elections was Rs 664 crore approximately 

11th Lok Sabha claims many firsts 

Ttie 11th Lok Sabha was the youngest House of people to be ever constituted. 
It also had the largest proportion o' educated members belonging to the category 
ol graduates and above and a record 210 constituents from the agricultural sector 
The first l.ok Sabha, with an average group of 46.5, remained the youngest 
House for four decades till the 11th Lok Sabha came up in 1996 with an average 
age of 45.22. 

Although, women constitute half the population of the country, there were 
only 22 women parliamentarian in the first Lok Sabha, made up a miriuscu'e 4.4 
per cent of the total membership. 

And, over the years their representation in the House has seen only a slow 
rise, with 44 (or the eighth Lok Sabha (8.1 per cent) and 40 for the eleventh (7.18 
per cent). 

The 11th Lok Sabha had 290 first timers, the largest number in Indian 
pari'amentary history. On the other hand, it also had the distinction of having 40 
members with a criminal background. 

According to Secretary General of Lok Sabha, Mr S.C. Kashyap, the first 
17 years of the Lok Sabha saw an emphasis on international affairs. Then, 
during Lai Bahadur Shastri's time, the emphasis, shifted towards national 
affairs, and in the recent years the slant has been towards discussion of 
regional and local issues. 
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teries that keep them functioning in the freezing blackness of 
space. 

On the edge of the solar system, Voiiaj^cr 1 still returns 
data, although tiv ptiwer of the signal reaching N,\SA antennas 
is 20 billion times weaker than the power of a digital watch 
battery. 

Voyager 1 was launched from t ape Canaveral, l-lorida, 
on Sept 5, 1977, carrying scientific instrument.s tor planetary 
exploration and a message to the universe. It carries a .Ifl-cni 
gold-plated phonograph record containing a variety ot sounds, 
115 analog images, spoken greetings in S.S languages, printed 
messages from former President |mim\ Carter and then UN 
Secretary Cieneral Kurt Waldheim and a selection of music. 

NASA discovers water on moon 

B ASr.l) on the findings of the l unar Prospector spacecraft, 
NASA scientists believe that there is enough water frozen 
in the loose soil of the moon to support a l.unar base and 
perhaps to one day build a luiiiian (olonv there. 

.Although the watei is Irozen and mixed with shaded 
soil deep in scattered crateis near the nortli and south lunar 
poles, it would be possible to conveil to liquid water v\ Inch 
could be used to make roiket piMpollant and breathing 
oxygen. 

The discovery of water on the moon means that if would 
he easiei to establish a base there and lo use moon w'ater 
converted to rocket fuel to explore deeper into the solar 
system. 

The I .unar 1 ’rospeclor, a $ h'i mill ion rol lot 1 1 ait, wms launched 
in laniiary IWS. It spi'iit seven week-' orhiling the moon and 
taking readings before scientists vould loiitirm the' existence of 
water on it 

MISCELLANY 

Private' data networks allowed to interrnnnect 

T ut, government has permitted Interconnec¬ 
tion among diflerenl piivated.it.i oetuorks The new < ategorv 
o( networks will be called broad based User i .ri>up Iiata 

Networks. 

Stock Exchanges wlio sell intoimalion to financial 
institutions, SIIA, Reuters, Dow Jonec and bloomher;', tail into 
BLiU category 

This implii's that business could be done through thc-ir 
network or infer-connecting the networks having common 
interests with different type of services. I arlier, these companies 
could use only Closed Usei liroup (Cl.Ai) 

The new networks can lease liiws from the iJoT; or use public 
data network like India Net (INeT) of both DoT (»r both. 

Till now', DoT provided two types ot data networks—Single 
parly network and Closed User (.roups (CUC,> netw'ork:' 

In the case of single-part)' network, locations of the same 
Corporation spread over different areas are connected. In the 
case of CUG network, parties which are different entities 
interconnect their locations and offices. 
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WHO’S WHO. 


. V *v' r- \ '' '\r‘ ^ ♦ 'K"' 

. Vv«%> >i’> 


AMMimineflis Dc 


AmMNiLii, ti i.(Tni rrr 
H 11 Li/n^ihlr Hf h.w hoi-n sworn in as 
Chief Minister ot Mcj>halavd. 

Muihlim I’liti'l. He has been elected 
as Cliief Minister of (iujarat. 

.S' C jiitiiir fie has been elected as Chief 
Minister of Nagaland. 

Virblmdra Snij^h- He has been sworn in 
as L hief Minister of Himachal Pradesh 
Mtinik Sarhir: He has been elected as 
Chiel Minis|i>rof Iripiira. 


Resigned 
Miirak: Chief 


Minister of 


Meghalaya. 

Dii-n 

Radimiatli Rath: Editor of C)riya daily, 
Tli(‘ Samaj. At 102, he was the oldest editor 
in the country. 

Raiimn Lamba: Former tost cricketer, af¬ 
ter susLiining a head injury in a match in 
Dtvika. 

Om I'rakasli: Leading comedian of 
Hindi cinema. 

Ldila Pawar: Veteran actress, known 
as Hindi and Marathi cinema's most fa¬ 
mous "mother-in-law". 



FEBRUARY 

6—A powerful earthquake hits the city of 
Rustaq in Afghanistan, destroying 
1 !i,0tH) homes and killing 4,01)0 people. 

12 - I're poll violence in Tripura leave.s IS 
(.lead, ini hiding six securitv personnel 

14—A >eries ol bomb blasts rock 
Coimbatore, hours before 0|P Chief 
l.K. .Advani is scheduled to address 
an election meeting At least 40 people 
an- killed 

1.1—-I’re-eh'i tion violence in North l astern 
Statis claim another I.S li\es 

III—Nearlv 21t' miltion \oters go to the 
polls to I'lect 222 I ok Sabha membeis 
iind the A.ssembiies of Iripuia and 
Meghalav.i. Unprecedented seiiirity 
measures are maile lollow ing \ iolence 
in certain ■>tates 

—At least 2t) people are killed, including 
lour security personnel, as lioleiue 
ni<irs the first phase of polling in Bihar. 
Viotence is also reported from Assam 
and Andhra Pradesh 
—An .Airbus belonging to 'laivvan's Chiiiti 
Airlines crashes near Faipei, killing 
passengers and crc'W. 

20- ■ Following laigc-scale booth capturing 
and elei tion inalpractici's, the Filcction 
taimmission orders fiesh polls in the 
Patna I ok ‘'ahha constituency on the 
eve of the second phase of voting. 


for more help fmm the IMF to help 
the country tide over its economic 


21— .A 17-nu’mber ministry led by i 
Loktantrik Congrc.ss is sworn in by . 
the Uttar Pradesh Governor Romesh i 
bhandari, after he dismisses the five- ; 
month old BJP government of Kalyan , 
Singh. 

22— At least 9 people are killed in violence- ! 

marred second and final phase ol 
polling in Bihar 1 

2.A-- .Allahabad High Court restores the'; 
Kalyan Singh government in Utfar i 
Pradesh and quashes tlie appointment ' 
of lagdambika Pal. ! 

—At least 15 Kuki villagers are killed : 
and hO houses torched in ethnic i 
clashes in Churachandpur district of 1 
Manipur. 

■ -UN Sccretary-tlenernl Kofi.Annan per- | 
suades Iraq to lift its ban on UN arms | 
inspectors, thereby averting a military ; 
strike against the countiy l 

27—Tour people are killed in a series ol I 
explosions in Mumbai on the eve of ! 
the Lok Sabha elections. 

MARCH i 

1—1 he outgoing Planning Commission , 
releases the draft of the Ninth Five | 
Aear Plan, which focusses on agricul- ! 
ture, infrastructure and basic ser- I 
vices. i 

— President Suharto of Indonesia asks j 


2~Problems delay a planned space-walk 
by two Russian cosmonauts aboard 
the Mir Space Station. 

4—At least 22 persons ate killed and 20 
injured in continued ethnic clashts 
between Kukis and Paites in 
Churachandpur district of Manipur. 
—About .500 people are feared dead in 
floods in Pakistan's south-western 
province of Baluchistan. 

5—At least .50 people are killed when a 
powerful bomb explodes in the Sri 
Lankan capital Colombo. 

10— -President K.R. Naray'antm asks BIP 
leader Atal Behan Vajpayee to furnish 
documents supporting his claim to 
torm a government 

11— NASAsi ientists declare the Pathlinder 
spacecraft officially dead. 

12— Mr Vajpayee submits letters of support 
to the President. 

MILESTONES 

Elton John: Singer Elton John, who 
moved the world with his tribute to 
Princess lliana, Camllv in the Wind, re¬ 
ceived kniglrtliood from Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II. 

Anna Hazare; Noted social activ¬ 
ist, who has been honoured with the 
Rotary Manav Sena Award, for his cru¬ 
sade against corruption. 

Rajendra Singh Lunayach: An In¬ 
dian engineer in the USA, who has 
made a billion-doliar fortune in the cell¬ 
phone industry along with his wife 
Neera, a software expert. Their com¬ 
pany^ LCC, did an annual business of 
nearly $160 million last year. 

Prakash Shah: The Indian diplo¬ 
mat, who was appointed UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan's special represen¬ 
tative to Iraq. 

Yogesh Gandhi: A mysterious 
California-based American political ac¬ 
tivist and descendai^t of Majhatma 
GamUii who contributed $ 32SIO^ Jo 
the Democratic National Commit^e in 
1996, was arrested by FBI oh fraud 
charges 
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Banking: 

A Rewarding Career 


Our Professional 
Commitment: 


Nearly 1000 l‘robationary Officers 
are recruited every year by Hanks 
in India. This avenue of direct 
recruitment as I'rohalionary Officers in 
Hanks iijfers a promising career for 
bright young people today. Any 
graduate between 21 and 2S years can 
apply for the post. The job brings a 
handsome remuneration, security of 
service and job satisfaction. The work 

content is rich and varied. Today, in our .State- V" 

sector Hanks, our social ideals find adynamic ^ 

expression. Hank jobs, therefore offer the Oeseriptiye tests comprising 

opportunity and the challenge to participate in t:tnnpi'fhvnsion, analysis and 
shaping our nation's future. And .since expression of views on a given 

liberalisation of the Indian economy in situation are covered exhaustively. 

1991, Hanking Industry has come face-to-face Specialised practice hooks on all 
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opportunities. The new goals set for the actual exam questions are supplied 

Hanking Industry demand high quality in the Course. These books are not 
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them and appear for the intensely twenty years ago as a spet lalised 
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intelligence tests. Standards of n.yyf^ RECRIHTMTNT 

evaluation are most rigorous and . „f pfy,. „f Clerks. It 

impartial. The percentage oJ success is grown rapidly and is now the 
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additional mark that you can get Training Institute in the country, 
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coaching becomes a .MI'S I. exam question papers and patterns have 
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|V I ^ INSTITUTE TOR HANK 

Ml RECRUITMENT TRAINING. 

__________________________ . I computer network is used to prepare 
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RECRUITMENT PROBATIONARY 
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22. INDIAN CONSTtrUTION(ObiaclivaaiMtllona A Study Halsrial) Rs. 60/- 

23. 1000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Rs. 60/- 

24. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rs. 60/- 

25. CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Rs.Sa/- 

26. TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Rs. 60/- 

27. NRB Ml WftVH-tPfgPlM (Xg-tMf^lM) xrAsy Rs. 50/- 

20. nwi'Ui tm - 6000 nriNiY rs.160/- 

20. MPIPN MPI - 100 Rs. 140/- 

30. Mmp*! - 2600 (OS-tMf^) BT -frtIT Rs. 60/- 

31. MiHFM tpi tn/nnn iiflMsi rs. 120 /- 

32. anoiOm Rs.i50/- 


Rs. 60/- 
FIS. 50/- 
Rs. 60/- 

RS.12Q/- 

Rs.160/- 


Rs.150/- 

Rs.160/- 

Rs.120/- 

Rs. 100 /- 

Rs.100/- 

Rs.100/- 

Rs.100/- 


Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. SOI- 
Rs.160/- 
Rs.140/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs.120/- 
Rs.150/- 


10. SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs. 200/- 

11. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs. MV- 

12. SaOO OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOT/LNY FIs. 200/- 

13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY. Rs. 20IV- 

15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rs. IBOL 

16. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMK:S(W6Ii Full Study MalsrIaQ Rs. TSOI- 

17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDMN HISTORY Rs. 13IV- 
16. 12.700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

INDIAN HISTORY (With FOU Study Meterlel) Rs. 400/- 

16. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Rs. IBtV- 

20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/QENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 200/- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIESUENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 300/- 

22. Tmot MRii - 4000 Mig^ (^-tMl^ns) inWRn Rs. 200 /- 

23. «imi Ml ifitBTM - MBItR Ml^ l!4 8300 irnfNlY Ffe. 300/- 

24. TIOpfffil ftBH • MW9i| WmA i;q SOOO K ig l W IIMilnY Rs. 300/- 

25. • 4000 X UgftNI (Xg-SMf^) Rs. 200/- 

26. «ilM WIRH - 4700 Migft'B (XJ-^M^IM) otNRiY Rs. 200/- 

27. Mtfyim-wmn mpRA tiii 4000 x 23 !^ nrflm Rs. 260/- 

28. oiH i ^ won - 12,000 4^3^ (4S-1P6f^) nrdiR Rs. 300 /- 

1 . GENEFIAL SCIENCE FIs. 200/- 7. GENERAL MENTAL ABUTV Rs. 150/- 

2. GEOGRAPHY 8. CURRENT AFFAIRS Rs. 50/- 

(WORLD A INDIA) FIs. 200/- 0. MPIRi f^MPI Rs. 200L 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 200/- 10. (An afR Rin} Rs. 200/- 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Rs. 160A it. «nYII Ml sfilSIM Rs. 200/- 

5. MDIANCONSTITUnON Rs. ISO/- 12 . itmi Ml mAwr Rs. 150/- 

8 . Q.K. WORKBOOK Rs. 200/- 13 aiifanm Rs. 160/- 


1. GENEFIAL SCIENCE 

2. GEOGRAPHY 
(WORLD A INDIA) 

3. INDIAN HISTORY 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY 

5. MDIANCONSTITUnoi 
8. a.K. WORKBOOK 




LTI if if' ') ‘A !• I K' 

1. SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs.100/- 

2. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs.100/- 

3. 6000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs.100/- 

4. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rs.100/- 

5. 20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 

^ ^DI CAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. Rs. 3SM- 

1. 2^ ^ECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY FIs. 80/- 

Z 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Rs. 20<V- 

3. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 80/- 

4. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (WnAStMO'Malaria/; Fta. 200/- 

6. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. 80/- 

6 . 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(With Full Study MeteiMI) Rs. 300/- 

7. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rs. 80/- 

8 . 4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY FIs. 200/- 

0. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs. KXV- 


1. PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 

4. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOUFINALISM FOR ALL 
6 . ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

6 . TFiAVEL A TOURISM FOR ALL 

7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 

8 . PAINTING FOR ALL 
> BEAUTY FOR ALL 

10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 

11. ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Conto/n/rw 200 
EngHeh Convereetlone On Verloue Toplee In EngUeh) 

12. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS A 
SSB INTERVIEWS (With An Introduction Ip Inteivlewe) 

13. ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMireTITIVE EXAMS 

14. WORD POWER MPROVEMENT COURSE 

15. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS A ANTONYMS 

16. DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 

17. MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 

16. PARAGRAPH WRITINQ FOR ALL 

18. PRECIS WRITINQ FOR ALL 

'20. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For MaMo A y0f2elasaaa; 

121. COMMON ERF10RS IN ENQUSH FOR ALL EXAMS. 

122. INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

23. IDIOMS AND PHFIASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

24. ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS (CONTABUNG 300 SHORT ESSAYS) 

25. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COII»>ETITIVEEXMm. 
28. NMSENGLBHSPEAKBIQ COURSE (HbKH-EnallsIi) 

ZT. BUSINESS Q.IUBUSMESSAWAREI^S 
128. WORD POWER (Sflth Full Ssntancss) 


Ra. 100/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 60F 
Rs. sor- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 40/- 
Rs. SOI- 
Ra. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 

Ra. 150F 

Fla. 100/- 
Rs. 1S0F 
Rs. 150/- 
Ra. 701- 
Rs. 60/- 
Ra. 70/- 
Ra. 50/- 
FIs. 60/- 
FIs. 5(V- 
Fto. 100/- 
Rs. lOtV- 
RS. 70/- 

Rs. 100F 
.FIs. 70/- 
Rs. 1S0F 
Rs. OOF 
Rs. 70F 


For IMS poaUfls 
Now ilao lisisn to 

•and ihs full amount In sdvanco by M.OJBanh Drsll 
BUS Audto Cissallas on 1. Group DIuuaalona 2. Inisrvlot 

on Ihs abovo addrooa. For V.PJP. sand FIs. 200/- by M.O. as adwnes. 
as S EngHsli ConvarsatlMi 4. IndM (Xmslltiillon — Rs. SO/- for awfc nwiMli 
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JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE (M? INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


FREE 


\i itK) ( \sxi I n: 

'■\ OK I II Us. sii'- 




EREE 




S'* .\l DIO I Assl I 11 

-^WW. uou'i ii u.s. si)/. 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL JULY 31, 1998. 
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STUDIES RAPES Rs. 1500/- hTC. 


1800/ 


I.A.S. (PREL.) E^AM OPTIONAL PAPERS: 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION EkH Coum* 

I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.iyBANK PROBATIONARY 

OFHCERS’ EXAM/BANK P.O. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ‘A'/‘B’ Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F.yC.R.P.F./I.T.B.P. EXAM Rs.1500/- 
U.C7G.I.C. AA.O.’s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES (CDSE) Rs. 1500/- 
INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDiTORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs.1500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs.1500/- 


B.B.S.m.B.AJB.B.M. ENT. EXAM 
» HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM 
^ NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) 
« N.T.S.E.EXAM 
« I.I.Tyj.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM 
« M.B.B.SyP.M.T. ENT. EXAM 
» SUB-INSPECTORS OF4>OLICE. 
B.S.F., D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM 
IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’ GRADE EXAM 
- BANK CLERKS’/CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 
ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE 
«« GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE 
s GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 
INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE 


Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1800/- 

Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1200/- 
Rs. 1200/- 
Rs. 1200/- 

Rs. 900/- 


HAPPY NEWS! NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 

« GROUP DISCUSSIONS Rs. 50/- 

» INTERVIEWS Rs. 50/- 

^ ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

POUTICAL SCIENCE (I & II) Rs. SO/- each 

^ INDIAN HISTORY (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. Whila sanding your faa, plaasa manUon your name, your complata address and tha name of the course clearly in capital letters 
on the M.O. coupon or in the latter. It will help us to send you tha study material at the eariisst. Please write your address clearly. 

2. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D. Hpwever, you can sand the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: GOP AL K. PURI, M. A. EngliehA Pot. Sc. (Pub. Admn.), P.G. Dip. In Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 
_Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to; 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18, (II FLOOR), JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BU'LDING, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. : 4316915. 4329106. 4311946, FAX : 91-11-4313503 




NOW IIMS OFFERS IdsfilgMSIMsl IN ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA. 

BECOME IIMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART OF THE MOST 
REPUTED INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM 
SEND Rs. 200/- BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN ABOVE. 
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race iigidnst timif in order to give current kifemuttiain to our waders. < 
Oto analysis of ^ atixation turrved out-acairate, though vw did go \ 
wou{^ periods of uncettai^. ‘ . j 

Hope you enjoy diis issue too!. . •' ' ." ■ ! 


SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 
MORE THAN 25% 

Just Send Rs 175.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.p. in the name of 




































FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS READ IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ 


FREE 




BOOKS 

WOIM II lo. 20(1/- 


BOOKS 

\'. OK III Ks. 20(1/- 


(/II, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-14 (TEL. Not.: 4329104, 431(91$, 4m94( FAX : 9I-11-4313503) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETiriVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECUL OFFER OF FREE 
BOOKS WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON G.D./INTERVIEWS/EaSfGUSH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VAUD TILL JULY 31, 1998. 


{ A O . lVcUrii>) 


1. General Knowicdge Rs. 150/- 

2. 15,000 QnceOnM on 
GmeralStiuUee Ra. 300/- 

3. S0M.T.P.onG.K. Re. 140/- 

4. General Science Rs. 200/- 

5. Okjtcdvt Gtn. Science Rs. 100/- 

6. Geography Rs. 200/- 

7. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

8. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

9. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 

10. lit rrictlce ItpcM ci 

Gcitril Kscwlel|e/G.S. Rs. 150/- 
ILGcncrilMenUl Ability Rs. 150/- 
IZArtOuneUc Rs. 60/- 

13. DicUonary of Science Rs. 70/- 

14. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 



1. atMUPt 

2. flPtlSB RrH 

3. tpfla 

4. WRi on tRlgin 

5. wra wi 

6. siwiflti awldtowi 

7. ni»nsti im/3iuiiR 

looftf^en 

8. «l*n-ei 

tUlt l fl H qdimi 


Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 120/- 


Rs. 1510/- 


T C'' 

ic.ei 

, A X / .!'<! ,( ;I •' j.t ■ 


1. General Knowledge Rs. IStV- 

2. General Science Rs. 200/- 

3. Geography Rs.204V- 

4. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

5. Indian Ccautituticni Rs. 150/- 

6. Indian Econoany Rs. 150/- 

7. General English Rs. 120/- 

8. toe M.T.P. OB English Rs.l5W- 

9. Tell el Eigllsk Lasgsigc Rs. 150/- 

10. CenHsi Erteti li Ei|UikRs.l0fV- 
ILArinnciisllvc Qaeitleif Ra.l00/- 

12. KM Important Essays Rs. 5tV- 

13. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

14. Precis WHUng Rs. 6<V- 

15. Mo«M Letters Rs. 70/- 

l&Syienymi t Anloiyffli Rs. 7(V- 
17. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 
IRDietlaiuiry afSdaice Rs. 70/- 
IR Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 
jaEatcrvlewiforAII Rs.100/- 


Tolal t Rs. 2260/' 


MliA KNT./I. Vf/ 

.M.\ S'l-.M'v'li \JA.I.'Xi.»li, Sir, 


1. General English Rs.lZ0/- 

2. 100 M.T.P. on ERglisk Rs.150/- 

3. Cennes Erran Is Eigllik Rs.lOO/- 

4. Teel cl Etgltik Liiguge Rs.l50/- 

5. Restiig Ccnyrcheeslti Rs. 70/- 

6. English Vocabulary Rs.lS0/- 

7. Group Discussions Rs.lOO/. 

8. ArgoneilsIWe Qucsllsss Rs.l00/- 

9. SyBonymi & Anienyme Rs. 70/- 

10. Idioms A Phrases Rs. 70/- 

11. Word Power Rs. 70/- 

12. Objective Maths Rs.l20/- 

13. SlttQeciUeiieiArUhncUcRs.160/- 

14. Data Interpretation Rs.l00/- 

15. Verbal Reasoning Ri.l20/- 

16. Test of Reasoning Ks.l50/- 

17. lllM.T.r. eiRciicilif Rs.l50/- 

18. Intervlevn for All Rs.l00/- 

19. General Knowledge Rs.lS0/. 

20. 50 M.TJ. on G.K. Rs.l4a/- 

21. Business G.K. Rs. 4IV- 


Rs.2380/- 


yx/c 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. S0M.TJ>.onG.K. Rs.l4Q/- 

3. Indinn Coiutitution Rs. 60/- 

4. General Science Rs.200/- 

5. Geography Rs. 200/- 

6. Indian History Rs. ZOO/- 

7. Dictionary of Sdcncc Ri. 70/- 

8. Objective Maths Rs. 120/- 

9. SIM Qecitlau ti Atilkaclic Rs. 160/- 

10. General English Rs. 120/- 

11. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 
IX Tell «r Engllik Lingasge Rs. 150/- 
IXCsnnei Ernie ii EsgllskRs. lOtV- 

14. Group Discussions Rs. lOtV- 

15. Interviews for All Rs. 100/- 

16. English Conversation Rs. 151)/- 

17. English Vocabulary Rs. ISfl/- 


Total: Rs. 2320/- 



1. 5000 QuesUona on Physics 100 
X 5000 Qeesiloni an Ckemiilry 100 

3. 5000 Questions on Botany 100 

4. 5000 QuesUona on Zoology 100 

5. GencidSdence 200 

6. ObJecUve Science 100 

7. 3000 QucsUoni on Sdcncc 100 

8. Dicthmary oTSdcnce 70 


SJ.I /BANK P.f),/ 
RBI ori'i.'ui’!' 

i;>i .Vi 5. )• i,'- • i-i'i 
ii"! ; i tir t"', s \? '.r ' 


I. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 
X SO M.T.P. 01 I G.K. Rs. 140/- 
X General English Rs. 120/- 

4. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 

5. Tell ef EBgllak Ltigusgc Rs. 150/- 

6. Reading Cnmyrckentlon Rs. 70/- 

7. Cennei Errert is EigUik Rs. lOtV- 

8. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

9. Paragraph WilUng Rs. 50/- 

la Precis WriUng Rs. 60/- 

II. Modd Letters Rn. 70/- 

IX EngUsh Vocabulary Rs. IStV- 
IXSynenymi li Anlonymi Rs. 70/- 
14. Idioms & Phrases Ks. 70/- 
IX Group Discussions Rs. lOQ/- 

16.Argancalallve Questlsns Rs. 100/- 
17.5IH QietllHS es Arttknetic Rs. 16IV- 
IX Test of Reasoning Rs. 150/- 
19.ill M.T.r. es Rciieiini Ri. 150/- 

20. Verbal, Reasoning Rs. 120/- 

21. Data Intcrprclation Rs. 100/- 
2X Interviews for All Ks. 100/- 


Rs. 2380/- 



1. General Knowledge Ri.lSfV- 

2. so M.T.P. on G.K. Rs.l40/- 

3. Indian Conslitntton Rs. 60/- 

4. Englisb Vucabulaiy Rs.l50/- 

5. Sill ({leetltac ei ArllkaKlic Rs.l6a/- 

6. Teat of Reasoning Rs.lSQ/- 

7. HI M.T.r. SI Reassalng Rs.l50/- 

8. Objedive Geography Rs. 60/- 

9. . Objective Science Rf.100/- 

10. General Ejiglish Ks.l2a/- 

11. Teal erEigiisk'l,angDC|c Its.l5tk/- 

IX 100M.T.P.4MEngliih Rs.l5a/- 
IX Cemsi Erren It Etgttik lta.l0a/- 
14. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 
IX Paragraph Writing Rn. 50/- 
IX Preds Writing Rs. 60/- 

17. Modd Letters Rs. 70/- 

IX Interricwi for AH Rs.loa/- 


Totnl i Rs. 1970/- 


ENGLISH 

yHMMi coi'Rsr: 


I. EngUsh Con venation Rt. ISIV- 
X English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

3. General English Rs. 120/- 
X Csmiti Errtn In EigHik Rs. 100/- 

5. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

6. Sysonymi fi Anlonymi Rs. 70/- 

7. Word Power Rs. 70/- 

8. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

9. Paragraph Writing Ri. SOI- 

10. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

II. Model Lctlcn Rs. 70/- 
IX too M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 
IX Tnls(Ei|HibLiitii|c Rn. 150/- 
IX Rending Cenyrcktislei Rs. 70/. 
15. Argnucnlillvt Qntslliii Rs. 100/. 


Rs. 1430/. 



1. Group Discussions Ks. 100/- 
X Interviews for An Rs. 100/- 

3. Argueilalltc ijocillsii Rs. 100/- 

4. Quotations fur AH Ri. 50/- 

5. English Conversation Rs. 150/- 
X 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

7. Paragraph Wrilbig Rs. SOI- 

8. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

9. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 


t. StudenU may buy the complete 
'Success Pach’ or any bookAKioka. 

2. Free Books worth Ra. 200/- will be 
sent to those StudenU only who buy our 
full ‘Success Pack' of any course and 
send the hill payment in advance. To 
avail of this offer tbe siudenU may 
deduct an nmount of Ra. 200/- from the 
total coal of the ‘Success Pack' as given 
above while seaidiiig the amount by 
M.O>llank Draft. 

X For free postage, please send the 
hiO amount in advance by liXOABenk 
Draft on the above addm. For VJPJP. 
aend Ra. 50tl/-byM.O. as advance. 

4. Write your name, addraas and the 
name of the ‘Success Pack’, dearly in 
capital letters on the M.O. Coupon or In 

the letter. 


ENGUSHCONVERSAnOWCOURS€lR8t 
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The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize ot Rs 
too no each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue. You 
can also o-mail your response to. desh^ucht vsnl net in The decision of the Editors will 
bo linol. 


PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


EXCELLENT ADVICE 

Your cover feature "Are You Ready for the World" dealt 
with matty problems and suggested practical solutions. At a 
time when many of us are confused and newspapers are full of 
fashion and beauty articles, your article was a relief. Your efforts 
to provide good materials is laudable. I am sure that youtig 
people will make use of the excellent advice and not be led 
astray if they follow the Survival Kit. 

laved Sheriff 
Vellore, Tamil Nadu 

When I look around myself, I see instances of wasted lives 
when brilliant students fall into the clutches of so-called love. 
Some of them fall in love because it is considered fashionable 
to go steady with someone. They have to subsequently give up 
their dream. Much later they find that love was just a mirage, 
which took them far away from their goal, but then it is often 
ton late to do anyUting. Your feature gave practical advice and 
put everything in a proper perspective. 

Saqu Bala 
Chandigarh 


SURVIVAL KIT 

To the Survival Kit (March 
98) could be added the 
importance ot keeping fit In 
interviews, a physically lit 
person will be prefei red Momse 
persons will have ill-health and 
low levels ot phvsical energy 
and will not be able to cope up 
with the tast world and will be 
left behind no matter how 
brilliant they aiv. 

We should live balanced 
lives with equal weight to 
studies, spoits and extra 
curriiiilar activities Theie 
should be a little time foi 
spiritualism to(<. 

Ai/rtS^mif Ita.s 
Ciilltuk, Orii-ta 

Manv ol us are rusting Rv 
the tune a student finishes 
schoi'l and the tuitions routine, 
all creatiMtv is lo.st and inanv 
abilities start rustmg 1 low can 
this c\i le be broken’ 

ANii^iwk Ball 
l.iidliiiiiiii, I'wijah 

Youth today aie verv 
capable and dream about 
achieving something tn lite 
Though they har e great zest, 
there is no guid.im e av ailable to 
them The Sui vival Ki* has m.ide 
the light analysis and has 
provided a much needed 
guidance 

i. Siii'idlii/a 
Coimhalore 

The Young Peison's 
Survival Kit boosts the morale. 
If IS encouraging and helpful in 


gaining confidence in one.self. 

Sunil Kumar Singh 
Clinpra, Bihar 

The cover features 
published by you shows 
innovation and open- 
mindedness, be.sides the fact that 
you seem to be close to the needs 
of your readers. 1 was 
particularly impressed by the 
Young Person’s Survival Kit, 
which has cleared many wrong 
ideas that! had. 

.Aiiiil Verma 
l.ucknmv, Utlai Pradesh 

The Survival Kit was a big 
morale booster for students who 
are stepping into the adult 
world. There are many things 
that a person is unsure about and 
it felt g(K)d to know that .someone 
caies enough to guide us. I hope 
vou will keep publishing such 
articles. 

Siidhir Kumar 
Muzafl'arpur, Hiiiar 

The Survival Kit packed in 
the March ‘*8 issue is an eye 
opener for me Many young 
people become victims ot 
inleriority complex and your 
magazine gave very useful tips, 
b also told us how to tackle day 
to dav' problems. 

Miikesli Kumar Sliariiia 
Kapurlhala, Piiii/rb 

CULTIVATING 

CONFIDENCE 

Confidence is a necessity, 
yet it IS lacking in most people. 
Only few of us dare to be 


different. We are forced to think 
the way the world does and the 
way everybody wants us to 
think. Little do they understand 
the fact that if ten people Jo a 
wrong, it still remains a wrong. 
On the cimtrary, we should only 
do be confident and do what our 
instinct tells us. 

Aihlial lain 
Aiiihiila, llaii/aiia 

GROUP 
DISCUSSIONS 
MADE EASY 

‘Group Piscussions Made 
Easy' was a very timely article. 
It explained all basic concepts 
and the expected topics are very 


useful for aspirants With the 
help of this article, we were able 
to prepare for GDs with clarity 
and develop confidence 

Riiha Tripalhi 
Varaiuhi, Ullar Pradesh 

GOOD WRITING 

The lopic 'Gtwd Writing is 
a Craft' in your March '98 issue 
was excellent, since essay 
writing has become an integral 
part of competitive 
examinations. This is also a topic 
on which little guidance is 
available so your efforts are 
really appreciable. 

Prasanla Mukhopadhyay 
Calcutta 
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Chinks in UP AraioiR' 



ith the Bharatiya 
Janata Party 
(BjP) carrying 
the day in 
Parliament, getting its nomi¬ 
nee, Mr G.M.C. Balayogi of the 
Telugu Dcsam Party, elected as 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the 
first indication is available 
which way the political wind is 
likely to blow in the country. 
The so-called "rejuvenated" 
Congress Party had gluefully 
announced the candidature of 
Mr P. Sangama as the Speaker 
with the support of the 
(unJUnited Front. Mr Sangama 
had announced that he would 
love to be elected 
"unanimously," forgetting that 
even a week is a long period in 
politics. Mr Sangama, in less 
than a week's time, became an 
alsr.-ran, withdrawal being not 
permissible. With the BJP 
alliance candidate becoming the 
Speaker, the first nnind goes to 
the coalition outfit. But this 
should be taken as "semi¬ 
final," a‘'cording to former 
Prime Minister, Mr V.P. Singh. 
The "final" is yet to be played 
because as Theodore Parker has 
.said: Politics is the .science of 
exigencies. 

The BJP has disadvantage: 
its chariot is driven by more 
than a score of political horses, 
many of whom are raw colts, 
liven before the formation of 


the government one "heavy 
weight" started throwing her 
weight about, angling for a 
particular portfolio for a 
favourite. Some others became 
throaty because they were left 
out, especially the one from 
Patiala. Mr George Fernandes, 
on the other hand, is in but is 
a difficult person to handle. 
The Congress Party, sitting in 
the opposition, operated by 
remote control, by a "leader" 
who is loathe to rub shoulders 
with rank and file, will 
increasingly find itself short of 
political breath. It will soon 
realize that the rf'l political 
issues cannot be 
"manufactured" from a 
fortified luxurious house. Nor 
can they be evaded by security 
arrangements. They literally 
declare themselves, and come 
out of die dq}ths of that deep called 


public opinion. The Congress 
Party with its non-visible 
principles and ideology is likely 
to be confronted with its want 
of leadership. Advantage BJP. 

The deeply enmeshed in 
trouble lady from the South 
will demand the proverbial 
pound of flesh. The Akalis have 
been known for losmg power 
rather than retaining it, the NC 
of Kashmir has already shown 
cleavage. Dr Abdullah faces a 
challenge. Mr Chandcr Babu 
Naidu "ignored" and 
"humiliated" by the United 
Front, has adopted a neutral 
stance. For the moment, with 
Congress Party, his main 
"enemy", he is following the 
dictum: as a politician follow 
your own interest. 

All this, however, does 
not mean that the red carpet is 
rolled out for the BJP and its 


alliance for full five years. At 
the close of any political battle 
for power, the names of the 
"principled" are found neither 
among the dead nor the 
wounded, but among the 
missing! 

The ramshackle political 
chariot of the BJP may find its 
components coming off at 
crucial times. The dangers art 
from inside as well as from an 
opposition licking its wounds. 
In Indian politics, the politician 
who divides, gets the most. 
Ask Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao. 
However, Mr Vajpayee will do 
well to bear in mind that tire 
strength of a chain lies in its 
weakest link! 






, miiot Or OkmnlTss' 

A NAr)t)NAL HiTWdm OF CRBATiVS MANAGCM^NT BDUCATtON 

ADMISSION NOTICE 


Promoted ty stalwarts in the Held o( Managsmuit presided by 
Proteseof4|iir Singh Fotmer Chairman International Airports 
Aut|v>rtty of (hdia, Founder of Fore School of Management 
Management A^isor UNDP and Mr V K Dar Chairman of the 
CounoR farmer Secretary to the Qovernment of India Former 
Director ICPE Besides It has eminent Chief Executives of 
Corporate Sector Academicians and Civil Servants In Its Council 
Its programmes are supported by industry and ASSOCHAM 




(SPECIALISATION IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETINQ) 

SECOND PROGRAMME 199$-99 
ONE YEAR FULL TIME - SEATS 30 ^ 

Our MBA International Marlwting already successfully rumkftgKt 
first batch is a top class Internationally accredited luS time 
programme degree to be awarded by one of the oldest and reputed 
European University of Ljubljana Slovenia Joindy with ICPE, an 
inter-governmental Agency of which Qovernment of India is a 
member This is a split locabon programme at Delhi and Lji^jana, 
Slovenia the cost of which includes study tour of Europe 



(SPECIALISATION IN ADVERTISING, 
COMMUNICATION AND MARKETING) 

FIRST PROGRAMME 1998-99 
ONE YEAR FULL TIME - SEATS 20 

This IS a pioneering degree from Europe’s reputed Maastricht 
School of Management reckoned amongst the top B Schools of 
the world by the International Herald Tribune 

Admission also open to DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION (3 year Ph D Programme) In pursuit of 
excellence in management education DSB offers PhD Progtamme 
in Management for the first time in India in collaboration with the 
Maastricht School of Management 

PG DBM'S 

(1998-99) 


PGDBM (Finance/ Marketing) One and a half year full time* 
(Delhi Patna Kathmandu-Nepai) SEATS 30 

PQDBM (Finance/ Marketing) One and a hall year part time 
evening course (Delhi Patna Kathmandu NepM) SEATS 30 
Both the PQDBMs are equivalent to MBA in contents 


3 PQDBM (HRD) One year part time evening course * 
(Delhi Patna Kathmandu-Nep^) SEATS 30 

4 PQDBM (International Business) One year part tima evening 
course* (Delhi Patna Kathmandu-Nepai) SEATS 30 

5 PQDBM (/Advertising and Communication) One Vbar part time 
evening course* (Delhi Patna Kathmandu Nepal) SEATS 30 

The part-ttme evening courses are designed specially to suit the 
requirement of working personnel The one year PQDBM s are 
based on a thorough research of the needs of Industry 




* PQDBM courses 1 3 4 and 5 will also be offered by 
correspondence in our Distance Educabon Programme Distance 
Education Programmes are High Quality Programmes 

NEW [£LHI CENTRE • 

^lagjivan Vidya Bhavan Link Road Jhandewalan Extension 
New Delhi 110055 

SOUTH DELHI CENTRE ; 

B 26 Shivalik Malvlyft Nagar New Delhi-110017 
Tel 6162495 6106303 6224116 6286606 

PATNA; 

DSB Patna Centre 201 (Pitambra) Kashi Place 
New Oak Bungalow Road, Pama-800 ooi Telex 222904 

KATHMANDU 

OSS Kathmandu (Nepal) Centra Hotel Ambassador Lazimpat 
Kathmandu Tel 977 414432 410432 419432 
Fax 977 413641 

Seals are also reserved for SC/ ST Candidates 

Preepeetus end application form available for Re 400/- at both 
ventres andpntesWiRoeef Delhi School otBuelneee at Delhi 
(or Re 450/- tor proapeetue sent through Speed poet/Courier) 
Alee Available at Patna A Kathmandu Centree and L-3/S7 
Aeharya VIhar Bhubanaewar, Tel 415710 and following 
Branchea of IDBI Bank from 24 3 90 


• INDORE Tel 510602 06 • CHANDIGARH Tel 543927-26 

• HYDERABAD Tel 230517/230688 * LUCKNOW : Dhan 
Complex 15 Ashok Marg • JAIPUR Tel 367926 31 363160-83 

Cheque/ Demand Draft payable at Delhi ehould be made In 
the name of Oera Delhi School of BuaInMe 

LAST DATS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATION : 25.4.98 


OARS Delhi School of Busmesa Project Office 
ORGANISATIONAL ASSISTANCE AND RESTRUCTURING SERVICES 


ct 


B 4/62 Safdarjung Enclave 
New Delhi 110026 
Tel 616249S 6106303 5790780 
E Mail oarsOndb vsnl net in 
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Patents Regime—A New Ceieiiiaiisni 


The history of the mrld is witness to the ' 
exploitative ambitions of the rich countries, j 
In the past, its adventurers went around the j 
world “discovering" new worlds and i 
imposing their rule on them. After the 
industrial revolution, the colonies were the • 
source of raw materials and the developed j 
countries used their military might to keep [ 
them under control 

With dawn of the knowledge society, the 
developed world has found a new way of co¬ 
lonialism: It wants to corner ei'erything that ! 
is known to hiiinaiis. Anybody wanting to 1 
usi’ that knowledge must do so by paying stiff ; 
royalties. This feature describes the unfair 1 
patent regime imposed by the West and the j 
absurd lengths it gat's to corner traditional ' 

• knowledge which has been used since ages by i 
people in poor countries. By doing so, the \ 
poor count lies arc sought to be colonised once j 
again and must remain depenitent for [iidi/, ! 
medieine and other daily needs. ! 

I T is one of the bigger ironies of our lime. | 
While free trude and free flow of infor- i 
mation is being chanted as a miiiilra and : 
developing countries are being asked to ' 
remove tariffs and controls, the rich na- J 
tions are doing their best to corner the j 
world's knowledge and create barriers on ■ 
its use. Intellectual property rights have | 
been imposed to protect inventors so that ' 
their work is not copied, but attempts are ‘ 
also being made to corner traditional i 
knowledge, which has bec-n used by people ! 
since centuries. Such knowledge will ; 
become the exclusive property ot the ; 
developed world for its own exclusive use. | 
through the system of patents. ! 

Two cases have come into the lime- : 
light recently: the patenting of healing . 
qualities of turmeric or haldi and basmati . 
rice. India was able to get the first patent i 
cancelled and may fight the rice patent as 
well. These will, however, be small 
victories for the country. Wliat is under 


threat is our very way of life and our entire 
biodiversity. A time may come when our 
entire crops, the genes in our bodies, our 
traditional ways of healing and cure, may 
all be properties of Western scientists and 
companies. To use the same knowledge 
in future, we may have to take permission 
from them and even pay royalties. 

Why, for instance, should anyone want 
to patent the healing qualities of turmeric, 
when these have been known for centuries? 
Or a strain of rice which has been perfected 
over the years by our forefathers? llu* idea 
is that the traditional knowledge should 
be mexlified and used only for the profit of 
companies of the developed nations. 
Through product patents, others are barren! 
fmm making the products and through 
process patents, making the product by any 
other method is also made illegal. Thus, 
nobody in India could make a similar 
medicine from turmeric by any other 
method, if it was patented abroad. 

The patent of basmati is more serious. 
The Indian media has expressed tears that 
this w'ould affe-'t exports of Indian rice, 
but that is just half the story. The law states 
that once the product is patented, no other 
person is permitted to manufacture that 
product For example, it is illegal to make 
and market Coca Cola because it is 
protected. Similarly, it will become illegal 
t('r anyone else to grow basmati or market 
it, once it was patented One could not 
process it, which moans tiiat we cannot 
cook it either. If we look at it from a purely 
technical and legal angle, we find that our 
entire food security is under threat once 
crops are patented by Western scientists 
We thus face a grave threat which few in 
our country even understand. 

Ignorance is Bliss 

T here is a surprising lack of informa¬ 
tion even as the West pushes for eco¬ 


nomic apartheid through patents of tradi¬ 
tional knowledge. Newspaper economists 
and politicians have toed the Western line 
that patents are good for us. Leader of the 
Opposition in Rajya Sabha, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, has said that it is in India's interest 
to strengthen the WTO. He said that 
intellectual property rights are required 
"in order to encourage development of sci¬ 
ence and teclmology." Such arguments are 
repeated oft''n. 

It is such thinking that has brought 
complacency in our country. Trade is just 
one aspect of the WTO and toeing that 
line will cause us immense hiirm if we 
should look at the de\ ious nature of the 
patents regime. Why, for example, 
should we strengthen the WTO when 
some of its provisions are blatantly 
against us? because of this thinking, India 
has spent lime and money lighting 
individual patents. This may get victory 
in liiildi or rice, but why should the 
'country not tr\ to change the system^ 
Rather than tight individual patents, the 
countr\ must go to the Dispute 
Settlement Panel of the W'l'O so that the 
US Patents Office thinks twice before it 
grants patents on other such crops. There 
is wcigl-.t in the argument ot Simi.m Sahai 
of the (.lene Campaign, that challenging 
patents is "a wrong strategy and waste 
of money". Yet, the CSIR is involved in 
precisely this. 

The argument put forth by Dr 
Manmohan Singh, that patents would en¬ 
courage science and technology in our 
country, is also wrong. Our scientists are 
unable to Invent things because of lack 
of facilities and large-scale 
bureaucratisation, and certainly not 
because the country lacks an IPR regime. 
To think that introduction of an IPR 
regime will drive our scientists to a frenzy 
of inventing things, is foolish and wishful 
thinking. On the other hand, the IPR 
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regime will just cause our traditional 
knowledge slip out of our hands. 

For the West, on the oilier lund, the 
stakes arc* very high indeed. That is why 
it is going to absurd lengths ii^ intellectual 
property rights People want to patent 
mathematical eqiuitions, processes to cook 
traditional foods, genes, medicines and 
crops because they realise that the future 
belongs to those who arc able to corner 
knowledge. That is what tlie information 
society is all about. To the poor countries 
the West will give television channels and 
Internet—an illusion that it encourages 
free flow of information—while it steals 
our wealth of knowledge right from under 
our nose. 

Geographic Appellation 

A gricultural scientist Dr m.s. 

Swaminathan says that the country 
lacks legal muscle to protect plant variet¬ 
ies exclusive to the country. The govern¬ 
ment should have enacted the Geographic 
Appellation .Ait. This means that certain 
pimliiets get their qualilu". from the re¬ 
gion they arc made in. Japan, for instance, 
made its own variety ol Scotch but was 
forced to withdraw. Scotland said that 
Scotch could be made only in that country 
because there was something unique in 
its air and water that no other region could 
offer. France has similarly piotectcd its 
chair; ague. The country lias protected the 
name so fiercely that niamilacturers in the 
US have to call their variety ol champagne 
as "sparkling wine" 

India continues to sutler because it 
has not been able to use geographic ap¬ 
pellation tor its products. Why is our 
basmati inn unique to the region where 
it is grown? How can an\ other nation 
grow Darjeeling tea? Yet, Kenya and Sri 
Lanka grow Darjeeling tea today, cutting 
into our exports. The question is: why. 
ran the country not use the logic that 
protects Scotch and champagne to its 
rice and tea? The answer is to enact our 
own laws and protect our products the 
same way as other countries have done. 
The only thing that prevents that from 
happening is the ignorance of politicians 
and their pre-occupation in other 
matters. 


Recolonisation 

I T is time for the country to ai t now, 
before it is too late. A bookii., Pnleiil 
I'oUii, published by the Indian School of 
Social Sciences, Mumbai, descrilies the con¬ 
sequences of such a regime and says, "How 
an fndian government could be surrendering 
the rights of its citizens to write tlieir own 
laws, how the acceptance of this unjust, in¬ 
human system will lead to the loot and 
recolonisation of the Tliird World." 

Consider the fact that turmeric and 
rice are not the only things that have been 
patented. An American casino owner 
wants a patent on the jxipular Indian card 
game teen patti. The Indian birpani is also 
to be patented, according to reports. Mul¬ 
tinational companies are taking seeds and 
other genetic material from the Third 
World and patenting them after making 
some genetic modifications. Medicines are 


also being patented: our companii*s would 
he prevented from manufacturing the 
same drugs by an entirely original 
process. Tlie multinational companies are 
not taking out patents for the joy of it; 
they will certainly use them to safeguard 
their own profi ts. Where it leaves for poor 
countries like India can only be imagined. 

What we are seeing is the tip of Hie 
iceberg. Today, countries arc taking out 
patents. In a few years, they may want to 
start using them. It may seem strange that 
any other country could force us to stop 
growing our crops, but a reading of the 
patent laws makes it clear that such rights 
are legally enforceable. It is time we 
stopped being nice about it and began 
questioning the real implications of 
present day laws. If we keep thinking that 
there is nothing to worry, we may soon 
lose our very way of life. 


A Guide to Intellectual Property Rights • 

Patents: The TRIPS Agreement requires member countries to make patents 
available for any inventions, whether products or processes, in all fields of 
technology without discrimination, subject to the normal tests ot novelty, 
inventiveness and industrial applicability. 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs); Intellectual property rights are the rights 
given to persons over the creations of their minds. They usually give the creator 
an exclusive right over the use of his/her creation for a certain period of time. 

Intellectual property rights are customarily divided into two main areas: 

(!) Copyright and rights related to copyright. The rights of authors of literary 
and artistic works are protected by copyright, for a minimum period of SO years 
after the death of the author. The main social purpose of protection of copyright 
and related rights is to encourage and reward creative work. 

(ii) Industrial property. Industrial property can be divided into two main areas: 
the protection of distinctive signs, in particular trademarks and geographical 
indications. The protection of such distinctive signs aims to stimulate and ensure 
fair competition and to protect consumers The protection may last indefinitely. 

World Intellectual Property Organisation (WiPO); The World Intellectuai 
Property Organisation was established by a convention signed at Stockholm on 
July 14,1967. It entered into force In 1970. WIPO is responsible for the promotion 
of the protection of intellectual property throughout the world. 

UPOV: The International Union for the Protection, of New Varieties of Plants, 
known as ‘UPOV,” is an Intergovernmental organisation with headquarters In 
Geneva. T^e acronym UPOV i$ derived from the French name of the organisation, 
Union interriationale pour la protection des obtenttons .v6g4tales. 

UPOV has been established by the International Cwehtion for the Protec¬ 
tion of New Varieties of Plants (the "UPOV Convention'); whl^ was signed in 
Paris in 1961. It entered Into force in 1968. 

The purpose of foe UPQV Convention Is to msure toat the member States 
of the Union acknowledge the achievements of breeders of new plant varieties, by 
making available to them an exclusive property right. 
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Draft Ninih Rve-Vbar Flail: 
ihe PriMUes and Imparadves 


More than a year after the Approach 
Paper to the Ninth Fiiv-Year Plan was ap¬ 
proved by the National Development Council 
(NUC)on January 16, 1997, the Ktwemmcnt 
came out with the draft Ninth Five-Year Plan 
on March 1, 1998 Ironically, the draft Plan 
document was finalised and released barely a 
dau before the rountiny of ivtes was to be 
taken up for Ihe latest l.ok Sablia. Many doubt 
the finality of this dociiment, as it has not ' 
been able to secure the approval of the NDC, | 
as well as Ihe Union Cabinet. Hut the fact ! 
remains that the Plan Panel took lull 18 \ 
months to prepare this draft, eonsiiltiiiy many 1 
expert xioiips, departments, non-xoverument i 
orxanis iiions, Slate xovernments and local | 
bodies ' 

Longer Perspective 

O NI' ol the last arts ol the Ciujral 
govcninicnt was the linalisation ol 
the draft Ninth I'ive-Year Plan hy the Plan- 
niii)* ('ornmission The draft Plan 
document, released by Prof Madhu 
Uandavate, the then Vice-C hairman of the 
Planning (.'oinmission, proposes a plan 
size of ks K,75,lK)t) crore which is about fil 
per cent higher than tlie actual expenditure 
during the Pigh'h I’ive-Year I’lan. t9ut ot 
the envisaged Central support ot Rs 
3,74,000 crore, Ks 20(»,89'i crore have been 
provided for the Central sector, while the 
balance oi Rs 1,67,105 crore will go to the 
States. 

PronrUng an industrial gn’wtlv rate ot 
9.3 per cent, the document also aims to 
achieve tire export growth rate ot 14.5 per 
ant and on impirt rate of 12.2 pi'r cent. Thi'se 
rates were 7.24 per cent, 10.3 per cent and 
14.1 jier cent, respectively, during the F.ighth 
Plan. As compared to 75 per cent investment 
rate aclrieval during tire Eiglrtlr Plan, with a 
current account deficit of 0.9 per cent of the 
GDP, tire draft Plan dix ument envisages air 
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investment of 28.3 per cent of the GDP at 2.1 
per cent current account deficit. As a result, 
the total size of the national investment 
w'ould rise from Rs 13.94 lakh crore to Rs 
22.05 lakh crore during the Ninth Plan, when 
compared to the Eighth Plan. 

The draft docimrent proposes to bring 
down the fiscal deficit from 5 per cent of 
the GDP in 1997-98, to 3.5 per cent of the 
GDP in the terminal year of the Plan. The 
share of bornrwiirgs in the total resources 
of the Union in the Ninth Plan is to be 
brought down to 32.6 per cent, as against 
35 per cent in the F.ighth Plan. With a view 
to make the fiscal position of the Slates 
viable, it has been decided to ease the fi¬ 
nancial pressure over them by iircreasing 
their rwourccs. The document proposes 
that the Union would transfer a share of 
improvement in its fiscal deficit, of at least 
0.45 per cent of the GDP to the States. 

The draft document also draws up a 
long-term perspective for tlie planned de¬ 
velopment. It, however, depicts a gloomy 
picture with regard to provision of basic 
services to the poor. It estimates that it 
would bt' between 2010 to 2015 AD that 
eve-y citizen will have access to potable 
drinking water, sanitation and housing. Ihe 
aun of providing minimum basic services, 

. planned to be achieved by the year 2000 AD, 

I m*iy not be achieved now, as the Urget of 
univensil literacy has also been shiftal to 
I 2005 AD. It is also hoped tlvat the growlli 
; rale ot population would decline from 
' aroimd 2 per rent to i 56 per cent per annum, 

I over the next 15 years. Main weapons to 
I achieve low ppidation growth rate Is ex- 
j pectexi to be the empowerment of women 
j and accc*ss to minimum basic services. 

i 

I 

; Sectoral Allocation 

I 

i ^ ' achieve 7 per cent per 


sonably high priority has been accorded to 
the agricultural and industrial sector. While 
the farm sector is proposed to grow at the 
rate of 4.2 per cent, the industrial gmwth 
rate is pegged at 9.3 per cent. Domestic 
savings would be 26.2 per cent of llie GDP, 
while capital output ratio Iras bix.’n assumed 
at 4.03 per cent of the GDP, as compared to 
3.9 per cent during ihe Eightlr Plan period. 

! Private mvc'stment is expected to double 
i to 8.8 per cent, from 4.33 per cent m the 
I previous Plan. The document plans to cut 
1 down tlie non-plan expenditure by ? per- 
I rentage points, to 8.7 per cent. It is also 
I proposed to foster the pace ol financial 
I si*clor reforms to attract private and Tor- 
! eign Direi'l lnve.-,lment (EDI). It is also ex- 
! peeled that the States would improve the 
1 financial mcuiagement ol their public utili- 
j tics on I ommercial lines, particularly when 
I the States get 29 per cent of the direct taxes 
share. It is lurther proposed to push up the 
public sex tor investment, particularly in tlie 
core sector. 

I Wliile the Approach P.iper releasc'd 
I last year focussed on the agnculture-led 
: growth, the draft document now released 
1 has cut down the outlay for the primary 
: sector from 26 per cent in the liighth Plan 
i to 19 4 per rent, with the total outlay of Rs 
! 1,55,339 crore for agriculture, irrigation, 

; rural development and special 
I programmes. High priority ha.s been ac- 
: corded ti' the infrastructure, with energy 
; getting 25.4 per cent and transport getting 
I 14.2 per cent hi monetary terms, an outlay 
I of 2,21,993 crore has been earmarked 
' for the energy sector, while transport gets 
Rs 1,23,188 crore. For the first time, science 
and technology has been allocated 3 per 
cent, which is 26,343 crore. Social sector 
! has also been allocated 20.7 per cent. 
, Special attention would bo given to the 
i North Eastern States and all tlie ministries 


annum growth rate of the GDP, rca- | have been asked to earmark 10 per cent of 








their plan outlay for projects in this region. 

The Plan document also aims at con¬ 
trolling non-plan expenditure and reduc¬ 
ing the fiscal deficit. The fiscal deficit 
during the Ninth Plan is projected at 41.1 
per cent, as compared to .'^0 per cent dur¬ 
ing the F.ighth Plan. As percentage of the 
CIDP, the fiscal deficit target for both the 
Centre and the States has jointly been fixed 
at K.9 per cent. For the Centre alone, the 
fiscal deficit has been projected. To ease 
pressure on the fiscal deficit, as well as 
credit, redui tion in public investment by 
1.2 per cent of the (IDP has been 
suggested. ()ne of the ambitious targets is 
to reduce the fiscal deticit at the Centre to 
'Zero' Dy the end of the Plan. The Plan 
dix ument has also prescribed containment 
of non-plan expenditure and a surge in 
tax and non-tax revenues From a level of 
10.3 per cent during W7-‘)8, tax-Cl)P ratio 
at the Centre has to increase to ll.' per 
cent during the Nintli Plan The dralt 
document aims at rediicmg the non-plan 
revenue expenditure from 10.3 per cent of 
the (iUP to 8 7 per cent during the Plan 
period 

Thrust Areas 

T HF thrust of the Plan would be on the 
agriculture-led growtli A strategy has 
been worked out to ensure higher 
employment opportunities in the rural 
ary as to ease pressure on land and check 
migration to urban areas. .Attempt has 
been made to balance between labour 
intensive and capital intensive 
technologies, to ensure optimum 
utilisation of resources and employment 
generation. 

A fifteen-year perspective has been 
worked out tor reduction of the incidence 
of poverty. The poverty rate, which was 
estimated at 29.1 per cent at the beginning 
(>f Ninth Plan, is projected to be brought 
down to 17.98 per cent by the end of the 
Plan. The draft document further envis¬ 
ages ^e poverty rate to come down to 
9..S3 per cent by 2006-07 AD and, finally, 
to 4.37 per cent at the end of 15 years in 
2011-12 AD. A Planning Commission 
expert group has amended the Lakdawala 
formula of measurmg poverty on State- 
level basis and replaced the existing 


I national-level formula. F.ven for i 
j measuring the rural and urban poverty, i 
, some changes have been nuide. While ' 

; rural poverty is measured by adopting the | 
I Consumer Price Index (CPI) for agriculture | 
, labour, urban poverty is measurc‘d by i 
; adopting the CPI to the industrial workers, i 
; The Plan document, however, envisages 
i that the educational level, employment . 
. and fall in poverty rate may be higher in ! 
i case of the States like Bihar, Madhya 
i Pradesh, Uttai Pradesh and Rajastlian, as ; 
j the effect of higher rate of growtli raav be 1 
'■ different m different Stales j 

j Notwithstanding the thrust on the ru- ■ 
I ral sector, it is anticipated that by end of 
the Ninth Plan, the contribution of tlie ag- : 
riculture and allied sectors as share to the 
' CDP would come down from 27 per cent 
; in 19%-97 to 24 per cent. The primary Mrlor 
is projected to grow by 4.2 per cent per 
annum. Closely linked is the stKial sector 
with 20.7 per cent of the total outlay. But a 
sum of Rs 7(),(XX) crore in tliis outlay is kept 
' as deficit, which is required to be bridged 
i by apt financial management, otherwise 
social si’Ctor priorities may have to be 
. redrawn. 

One of the outstanding features of the 

■ Pl.m document is its emphasis on the 
strengthening of the States. In addition to 
29 per cent devolution of direct lax rev- 

i enue to the States and 10 [lercent e.irmaik 
! mg of the outLn for the North F.ast it has 

■ been proposed to transfer the existing 171 
; Centrally-spoii.sored scheme-^ to the Stalls-. 

(Inly those .schemes are proposed lo h' 
retained by the Centre which are of inter¬ 
state nature, tor which a sum of Rs liKlO 
CTore is provided 171 schemi-s which are 
I proposi.'d to be transferrwl to flic States in 
a pliased manner involve a sum of Rs IWKKI 
i crore. 

Critique 

O NE of the lolls taken by the political 
uncertainly and instability in the 
country is the planning process itself. 

I Although the Plan Panel has worked hard 
^ to bring out a draft do 'umcnt almost one 
i year after the start of the Ninth Plan, yet, 
i it remains to be seen whether the new gov- 
; ernment would accept the draft Plan in 
i the given shape and with the given 


priorities. Earlier also. Congress 
government had modified the liighlli Plan 
after coming into power in 1991, |t was' 
not proper for the Planning Commission 
to come out with a draft document when 
change of the government was on the 
cards, but Prof Dandavate decided to go 
ahead with the draft, even while the 
possibilities of its revision are obvious. 

It is claimed that the Ninth Plan 
would follow the path of agriculture-led 
growth. But the sector allocations reveal 
that the outlay for agiiculture, irrigation 
and rural development has come down 
from 26 pc-r cent in the Fighlli Plan lo 19.4 
per cent in the current plan. The-high 
sounding word.s mainlv seemed aimed at 
pleasing the gullible electorate. The 
planned d'oi’ in the rates of poverty rate 
! over the next live years also appears to bt* 
i a distant dream, Creation of 54 million 
new )obs during the plan-period is one of 
the targets, but the dralt Plan fails to 
outline details about the manner in w'hich 
this ambitious target is to be achieved. 

The document sutlers from another 
major drawback It fails lo take note of 
the poor performance of the economy 
during the year 1997-98, when growtli 
rate ol the (iI)P is going lo be around 5 
per renl, as compaied to 7.5 per cent 
achieved during I99().97 llw entire F’lan 
has been lormulaled with the Kise year 
I't |99h-97 Fhe spi-kesinaii ol the 
Planning t ominission, however, 
iniiiiilained that growth is ne\ er uniform 
over the five vear period and the 
planned raleol 7 per cent is the aveiage 
rate which would he achieved oui ing the 
entire Plan period. 

The tot.il plan si/e has been 
increased hv 51 per cent over the Fighth 
Plan, hut the Plan document does not 
g've any ligure alter considering the 
‘.'ttecl of intlalion. In addition, no cleai 
policy about the Public StH'lor linlerprises 
(I’SF.s) has beert explained. It is not clear 
whether the ongoing process o( 

I disinvestment of government equity in 
' the PSEs would be continued. No 
, concrete steps have been proposed to 
i reverse the slippages in the field ol fis- 
i cal management and infrastructure. The 
new government may have lo make some 
■ timelv amends in the draft. 


i' V1: ’S' C .is?- 
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Model Paragraphs 


"It doesn't matter what colour a cat ; 
is as long as it catches mice." j 

—Deng Xiaoping ' 
There are two streams of precepts 
and practices that govern a person's 
perceptions and his actions. The one 
preached and practised by Candhiji ! 
says 'ends must justify the means’ 
under all conditions. The other is: 'it | 
hardly matters if the means arc low or ; 
lofty as long as it serves to achieve the ■ 
ends'. The persons in the latter i 

category believe that it is not the 
quality of means that should influence 
our thoughts but the target that should | 
move and stir our impulses and line of 
action. In order to reach the goal, the 
colour of the cat—the correctness of 
means—hardly matters it the mice—the j 
end—is accomplished. Just as every¬ 
thing is fair in love and war, similarly, j 
those who put their trust in the ahove 
saying, never consider the morality or , 
ethics ot means as important and noble I 
because tor them tlie end result is the i 
only consideration. Since most of us ' 
prefer short-cuts and easier courses to 
achieve our targets, the cidour of 
means hanlly bothers us. Jumping the 
tjueue and reaching the ciu eted 
window of succi s-.. has become a rule 
and that is why there is so much 
unrest and unfairness all around. 

"Work banishes those three great 
evils—boredom, vice and poverty." ' 

i 

—Voltaire ; 

The treacherous triangle that be- i 
smirches the image of life comprises the ' 
three great evils of boredom, vice and 
poverty. Work is like a wonder that | 
weaves a noose around the neck and i 
delivers a death blow to all, either ! 
individually or collectively. A person 
addicted to work culture—^rather a 


workaholic—never feels the pangs of 
boredom, nor does he feel haunted by 
the ghosts of vice and poverty. An 
empty mind is a devil's workshop but 
if the same mind is filled with new 
ideas and inspiration and is made to 
work m the right direction, the devil of 
boredom takes to his heels and 
vanishes. There is nothing as euphoric 
and exultant as work because no evil 
force can dare stand before the strength 
and supremacy of work in life. Without 
work a man's life is a baneful burden 
on others. Like a drone he lives on tlie 
charity ot those who shed the sweat of 
their brow and carve a niche for 
themselves against all odds and 
difficulties. There is no substitute of 
work in one's life. Contemplation may 
be relevant in some situations but, by 
and large, it is the concrete and 
calculated action that pays dividends, 
both in the short and long run. 

"Fame is the food that dead men 
eat." 

"l ame and fortune come late in the 
dav" has been the rule as far as the 
recognition and its timely rewarding ot 
the deserving is concerned, barring a 
tew luckv souls or living, who have 
been blessed both with ac.'olades and 
money in the present-day world, 
creative minds in almost all walks ot 
life in the j^ast lea an existence that was 
more a shame or sham than an instant 
recognition followed by an honourable 
living, measured in terms of money or 
material comforts. To most of tliose 
mighty minds, that adore the shelves of 
reputed libraries, art galleries, cultural 
halls and archives, we owe a great deal 
both in terms of their rich thoughts and 
reverberating references. Most of the 
colossal characters of the past led a life 


I of poverty or penury. While living they 
had to beg or borrow and managed to 
keep their body and soul together 
somehow, but after their demise (death) 
fame followed like a sprouting 
fountain. Thev had to content with 
I fame in their graves. The famous are 
I believed to feed themselves on the rich 
I feast of tributes, kudos, gratitude and 
; sometimes a fabulous price of their . 
i works. Perhaps for the excellent minds 
i that are dead, the only food that they 
' digest is lame, that eluded them when 
. they were alive. Perhaps that is the fate 
' that awaits all such souls 

I 

1 

"People who forget their past are 
condemned to repeat it." 

! Past, though passive, is a saga of 
; sweet and sour memories born out ot 
I such events that shape people's destiny. 
Mistakes ot the past are a constant 
reminder that a nation is condenmed to 
' repent over its follies if it fails to learn 

■ appropriate lessons from its past. When 

; two cats fight, it is tlie crafty monkey who 
• pockets the booty and leaves tlie v'ictims 
; rueing over their tixilish feud Si‘lf-pity 
1 may be a hobby ol some, but lor the 
; whole comnuuiity or nation, penitent 
; rerantation over amnesia, deliberate or 
othenvisi', of the past blunders dixs not 
go luipunishcd. ITie hawks always wait m 
the wings to overrun tlie stage and 

■ become its masters. Regrettably, tliat is the 
bitter truth of Indian reality when’ our 

. people tend to forget the vulnerability of 
their Achilles' heel and bite the dust. In 
i the excitement of today’s achievements, if 
' people commit the folly of foigetting their 
i past, they will sooner tlian anticipated, or 
feared, go over the whole exercise of 
i making such misadventures or indulge in 
I such acts of complacency as invite the 
I vultures to exploit the situation. 


848 MAY '98 COMPETITtON MASTER 









ARGUMENTATION 


BANK P.O^RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

luesdoiis on Social and 
Economic PraUoms 


Accountability For Doctors | 

Q. Can accountability be enforced i 
on doctors through consumer protection . 
laws? Give arguments T or and A^aiufl 
the policy. 

Ans. hi nnly Diri'irihrr 1995, Hip '■ 
Suprpiiic Ciwrl had riilpd llnil doctors arc ; 
like all Ollier pnwidprs of services under 
coil iract and thus, should he under obligation , 
to coiiifiensate the purchaser for any ! 
deficiency in the ijuality of their (oares. This ; 
mndd mean that medical practitioner'’ are 
halite under the Consumei Protection .Acf 
(CPA), 1986 The court also said that a person ; 
who "holds himself out ready to j(iiH’ medical ] 
advice and treatment, impliedly undertakes 
that he is possessed of skill and knowledge for 
the purpose". In a may then, this person ouvs ■ 
a patient some duties nameh/, duty of care in ■ 
decidi'ii^ about the treatment to give and in > 
deciding the adininistratioii of that treatment 
If he brem lies any of these duties, then he can ! 
be said to have i ommitted an art of negligence | 
to the patient. 

Arguments For Enforcing the Law 

i. Commercialisation of health . 
services lias led to the growth ot a rla.ss of ' 
doctors which has little knoivlcdgc and 
who can presetibe any medicine regardless 
of their utility. Victims of such doi .ors hav e . 
no legal recourse. Strict regulation is 
needed regarding every aspect o( medic.il 
practice and firm enforcement would 
make the profession aci ountable 

2 Elimination of court fees and stamp 
duty has taken care of a major hurdle to . 
filing complaints. Moreover, the procedure i 
to be followed now would not be as 
detailed and w’ould be subjected to careful | 
cross examination as in the case of a civil I 
suit. ' 

3. The judgement will compel doctors j 
to put their houses in order, improve the j 


cjuality of their record-keeping and forte 
them to keep the patient better informed 

4. Doctors, like other professionals, 
should be acrr.intable for anv act ot 
negligence or malprai ticc. 

Arguments Against 

1. Prosing medical negligence is not 
easy. In order to pass judgements on 
matters ot medical scienci’ or technique, 
expert testimony is required. 

2. The ruling could very well open 
the floodgates for frivolous and veyatious 
complaints. This could lead to a long 
queue of pending cases and be a burden 
on the judiciary. 

3. Doctors would now be forced to 
seek insurance to indemnify themselves 
against successful daims ol malpiactive. 
Medical costs would, thus, significantly 
increase. 

4. The ruling, it is said, will encourage 
"detensive medicine". The patients will 
be forced to undergo more tests, at times 
not even required, bv the doctors. This 
will be incoinenicnt as well as involve 
extra cxj'endifute tor the jiatienl 

Small Scale Industries 

Q. What arc some of the problems 
that the Small Scale Industries face? 
Discuss some ol the steps taken to help 
these industries. 

Ans. India'., small scale Industries 
face ii lot of problems Shortage ol raw 
maleiials is the most dominant one The 
marketing facilities are inaileqiuite in the 
country. To add to that, transport lacilities 
are very expensive and not vciv timely. 
There are some problems that creep in 
through the basic inirastrucfuie. Power 
cuts arc a major problem. Labour problems 
remain a major hindramc. Capital Is by 
and large inadequate. There are heavy 


interest charges on loans given by the 
linancial institutions. These problems are 
lurther accentuated by the excessive 
control and haras.smenl by inspectors. 
PureaiuTacy olten indulges in corrupt 
practices. The small scale sector, in 
addition, has to face the impact of 
nxressionary pressures, fiscal retrenchment 
<iikI the tight monetary policy. 

The government has taken certain 
steps to solve these problems. MRTP 
clearances were abolished. Reforms were 
initiated in the Public Sector. Foreign 
investment upto 51 per cent equity was 
provided for. Policies w'ere also provided 
for autflmatir approval of foreign 
technology agreements. The aim of these 
policies has been to unshackle Indian 
industry from the myriad administrative 
and legal controls There were four major 
objectives listed' emplovment generation, 
ri'diu'lion ol soiia! and economic 
disparities, removal ot poverty and 
attainment ot sell-reluince. 

He‘'ides, .scver.il items were reserved 
hir the small scale sector. Promotion of the 
industrial and agro iiidustrial employment 
v\ ould continue Therefore, it has been felt 
th '.I a lot of emphasis needs to be laid upon 
more agiiciillure-based and forest produce 
iviseil small Male industries The aim has 
tvi be to ensure optimum utilisation of our 
limited resoun es through small scale and- 
ancillaiv indiistnis. 

ihe development ol small scale 
induslne.s has been given high priority. 
This has been done keeping m mind the 
advantagi's in terms of low investment 
and high potential for employment 
generation in rural and semi-urban areas. 
The eighth plan had also tripled the 
investment for promotion and 
development of villages and small 
industries. This had been done keeping in 
mind the immense potential of this sector 
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in generation of productive entry 
employment and earning foreign 
exchange. It is hoped that the small scale 
industry would benefit from the steps 
being taken 

Prohibition 

Q. The government of Haryana 
recently decided to reverse its decision 
on prohibition and lifted the ban 
imposed on it. The sale and production 
of liquor has now been allowed. Discuss 
the pros and cons of imposing 
prohibition. 

Ans. Prohibition has birii tried in most 
of the States and in fureif’ii countries also 
Rut most of the States had to completely or 
partially abandon their prohibition policy 
because it was found impracticable in view 
of tlwfast spreadiii<^ habit of drinking' liquor. 
Excise duties on liquor are a major source of 
revenue to the Stales and various 
gonmiiienls haw /oiiiid at diflerent points 
of time that the revenue could not be sacrificed 
for the sake of a principle. Haryana and 
Andhra Pradesh have both been examples of 
this type 

Arguments Tor Prohibition 

1. The use of liquor has been found 
very harmful to the human body. It creates 
a false sense of well being, it is a narcotic 
that damages vital organs like liver and 
the brain. 

2. The theory that liquor brings in 
considerable revenue to the State is false 
and misleading, tvery rupee that a bottle 
of liquor brings to the State exchequer 
costs the nation more than Rs 4 
Consumption of liquor leads to an increase 
in crime and ruins the health of the people. 
The State has to spend huge amounts of 
money to check crime and to provide 
health services to the affected people. 
Thus, the State ends up spending much 
more than it actually earns from liquor 
sales. 

.T Alcohol ruins the poor far more 
rapidly and effectively than the rich and 
is therefore doubly obnoxious. The money 
saved by not consuming liquor can be 
used for the betterment of self and other 
members of the family. 

4. It would be wrong to assume that 
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i the suppression of one evil necessarily 
leads to the emergence of another. Great 
I social advances have taken place in many 
I countries without such outbreaks of evils. 

i 

I Arguments Against Prohibition 

1. Pnihibition has been found to be 
j totally impracticable wherever it has been 
i tried. Tor one thing, it violates one's 
; personal sphere and liberty. The misdeeds 
I of a few persons, who drink excessively 
I and prove a sixial nuisance, cannot be a 
; reason to interfere with the personal habits 
of the citizens. 

! 2. Prohibition was tried in USA and 

had to be abandoned because of large- 
i scale violations of the law and the general 
j disregard of the restrictions on the use of 
i liquor. Attempts to restrict the use of liquor 
i resulted in the popularity of other drugs 
; and developed widespread corruption in 
I the administrative machinery. 

I Prohibition has also been seen to 

I help increase production of illicit liquor 
: which is more harmful than the legally 
. produced liquor. There is also a financial i 
! disadvantage to the State. On the one \ 
hand, there is a loss of revenue, on the ' 
, other hand, more money is spent to | 
I enforce prohibition. Both Haryana and l 
I Andhra Pradesh have had such an I 
i experience ! 

j 4. Habits like drinking cannot be ' 
I dealt by law. What is necessary is social 
education and the building up of public | 
; opinion. The force of public opinion and i 
of mass education is tar more effective 
I than men- legislation. 

Judicial Activism 

Q. In the past two-three years, there 
have been many instances of active 
i judicial intervention. To the extent, that 
it has raised questions about the degree 
to which the judiciary can be allowed to 
I pass judgements or give orders. Is 
i judicial Activism in the country a good 
/sign? Argue. 

I Ans. Over the past few years, there have 
I been many debates and discussions on the 
i role that the judiciary is expected to play m 
! the country. While some point to the limited 
I nature of its role and accuse the judiciary of 
' interfering i:i issues outside its seope, others 


have pointed to the necessity of such an 
intervention by the judiciary. The arguments 
on both aspects arc: 

Arguments For Judicial Activism 

It has been pointed out that the 
political system in the country is in a 
complete mess. There are situations of 
administrative paralysis in many areas. 
The executive is said to be full of a number 
of inadequacies as far as the functioning 
part IS concerned. The rules and 
regulations, laws and procedures, which 
are operative at present, were formulated 
decades ago—in many cases before 
Independence. Besides, there is an 
unequal relationship between the 
functioning executive and the political 
executi vo. There hasn't been a satisfactory 
evolvement of the relationship. By and 
large, the government and the 
administration are in need of drastic 
reforms. Till the time, the system is made 
more accountable, judicial activism seems 
to be the only hope for the common 
citizen. Perhaps, judicial activism can 
provide a jolt to the system to make the 
government more accountable and active. 

Thus, the mam reason for such active 
involvement on the part of the judiciary 
is the fact that tor every problem an 
I "individual faces, it has become almost 
impossible to get a response from the 
concerned government department or 
functionary. Aggrieved citizens are left 
with no option but to knock the doors of 
the couris. 

Arguments Against 

ludicial Activism is nut a permanent 
solution for any problem. In the long run, 
it is not a practical solution. It can be only 
used as a last resort remi‘dy. Moreover, it 
is not correct to assume that there is a 
legislative paralysis. There is no real 
paralysis. In fact, there is an abimdance, 
an over-proliferation of legislation and[^ 
practice of formulating laws and rules 
without considering the consequences of 
this proliferation. While the judiciary has 
been playing a very active role in recent 
times, it cannot be said or assumed that 
the judiciary has a solution for eve^ 
problem. The general opinion is that 
judicial activism is a much abused word 




in the corridors of political power. People, j types—Flexible Constitution, which can be i Constitution can be amended by the 
in fact, take it as some kind of dictatorship. | amended through simple majority just like ! Parliament with 2/3 majority and tliere is 

Normally, it is said that the only limit j an ordinary law, and Rigid Constitution ; no need of approval of the States over it. 

pertains to the parameters of the j which is given superior position over the j 2. States cannot initiate 

Constitution. The courts have been given i ordinary law, and which can be amended ' amendments: In India the States do not 

the power of judicial review. Besides, the ; only through special majority. The Indian , have the right to initiate constitutional 

court is also given the power to pnitect I Constitution is a mixture of rigidity and j amendments. 

any victim of violation of fundamental j flexibility. ! 3. No time limit for State approval: 

rights. Although the court attaches j To amend the Constitution of India, ' In certain cases, although there is a need 
considerable weight to the legislative i there are various methods. About 80 ; lor approval of 1/2 State Legislatures, 

assembly, it can't give up its own duty to { amendments and tour schedules of the ' there is no time limit for the approval, 

determine the constitutionality of an ; Indian Constitution can be amended by . Therefore, this caases unnecc.ssary delays 

infringed statute ! the Parliament with simple majority, ; in the amendment procedure. 

In sum, one cannot clearly define the j Second, certain amendments can be done [ 4. No provision of referendum: In 

areas where active judicial intervention ! by the Parliament with two-thirds | the Preamble, we accept that the Sovereign 

should be allowc-d. Some of tlie possible \ majority. Third, there are certain Articles ' power in India rests w'ith the citi/eiis but 

areas arc individual liberties, ' which can be amended only with two- ■ there is no provision for any referendum 
environment, misuse ot power of Stale, j thirds majority of the Parliament and j on constitutional amendments. This is 

I'or example, the order tJiat the Supreme { approval of half of the State Legislatures. quite contrary to the concept xif 

Court gave to close all the tactories that ! Like ordinary bills, the approval of the i sovereignty. 

create pollution near the Taj Mahal in j President over constitutional amendment • .3. No provision to resolve deadlock: 

Agra, was a welcome move*. In this case, | Bill is necessary. Before 1971, it was not in case of deadloi k between both the 

the intervention w'as within limits of i obligatory for the President to give | Houses of the Parliament over any 

judicial review because it was left to the ' approval, but under the 24th Amendment ; constitutional amendment, there is no 

technical bodies to decide which factories : the provision has been provided that the ' provision for any resolution of the 

should be iloscd down. When the i President cannot refuse to give his ' deadlock A number of tunes, due to 

judiciary does its duly of adjudicating on j approval. So, tlu* approval of the President i deadlock between both the Houses of the 

the constitutional validity of any j over the constitutional amendment bill is ! Parliament, manv good constitutional 

executive action or legislation, it does not , just a formality. Moreover, the Parliament i amendments gel rejected 

enter the arena of politics but merely I does not have unlimited power to amend | 6. Rigidity in Constitution; Some 

performs its duty i the Constitution. In the famous Kesvanand critics feel that the Indian Constitution is 

j Bharati Case, the Supreme Court had ‘ over-rigid, as it is verv difficult to gel iwo- 
Constitutional Amendment ' ™de it clear that the Parliament docs not ; thirds majority of the Union Parliament 

I have the power to alter the'basic structure' and it is still dilfkiill to get approval of 

Q. What are the different methods ! of the Constitution. . halt ol the Slate Legislatures Iherefore, 

of amending the Indian Constitution? The procedure ot Amendments in . somctiiiu's it becomes ditlicull to change 

Evaluate the procedure of Amendments. ; India has certain inherent weaknesses tlie ( onstitution aicording to the need of 

Ans. AConslitiitionissaidtodevelop ! which need to be removed: the lime, 

through usages, judicial interpretations : 1. Dominance of the Centre; India is ' Perhaps, it these weaknesses are 

and by anieiuimenls. in fact, on the basis a federal country comprising a double removed, it could k-iome easier to revise 
of the method of the constitutional ' administration—in the Centre and the and amend the Constilutioi when 

amendments, constitutions arc of two ■ States But the major portion ol the required 
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Book-reading habit 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to promote or popularise book-reading 
habit among the people, particularly 
among the youth and children. Say how 
the measures suggested by you would 
be really effective. 

Ans. With the onslaught of electronic/ 
visual media, there has been a perceptible 
change in the perceptions and preferences 
of people of all age groups. Wittingly or 
otherwise, they have begun to fall for 
ready-made capsules of information, en¬ 
tertainment and even knowledge, as a re¬ 
sult of which the book-reading habit has 
declined. Whereas, television and other 
visual media inform, excite and entertain, 
books I'llucate and enlighten. As our 
friend, guide and philosopher, they are our 
never-failing companions, whatever be 
our motive or purpose to read them. Since 
most of our habiLs arc formed m the im¬ 
pressionable or formative period of child¬ 
hood and adolescence, it is here that the 
habit of reading should he sown. The habit 
of book-reading is the most harmless and 
wholesome In an age of speed and success 
mania, paucity of time has become a com¬ 
mon excuse among the people to go in for 
short-cuts and thus keep the books at a 
respectable distance. In order to sot right 
the distortions ai.d remove many a mis¬ 
conception among people, about time and 
value of leading, the following measures 
can play a rewarding role in motivating 
people to lead. 

Univcrsalisation of education uplo 
the secondary stage and spread of literacy 
among the unlettered should be the first 
and foremost priority ol all governments, 
botli Central as well as Slates. There is no 
escape from this essential condition to be 
fulfilled first, belore wc can purposefully 
think of popularising the book-reading 
habit among people. School going cliil- 
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dren, burdened as they are with their 
donkey-load bags and also glued to the 
television sets, should be encouraged to 
read books based on history, biography, 
mythological stories, science and other 
interesting subjects. Books on such 
subjects as interest the students and 
captivate their imagination, should be 
available at affordable prices. ■ 

Book fairs and book exhibitions 
should be held quite often, both in our 
big cities and small towns. Such books as 
concern the contours of life at home and 
abroad, classics and best-sellers, should 
be displayed in such a manner that they 
catch the attention of people visiting the 
book fairs and exhibitions. Public librar¬ 
ies, besides being the places of daily 
newspapers, journals and magazines, 
should add new books every now and 
then. New arrivals in such libraries should 
be given wide publicity. 

Since high prices of books prevent 
many a prospective reader to buy a book, 
government should supply paper to pub¬ 
lishers at subsidised rates. In the present 
age of fast changing scenario—economic, 
social, political, literary and scientific—it 
is imperative on the part of publishers, book 
sellers and others associated with this trade, 
to sec that books are made available to the 
reading public at reasonable prices if we 
really mean to promote book-reading habit 
among people. 

Foreign news channels v/s foreign 
print media 

Q. 'Politicians or public men wely| 
come foreign news channels but oppose 
foreign print media.' Substantiate youift, 
views on the observation. Your views, 
should be based on facts, knowledge and 
reading. 

Ans. The invasion 'from the skies' in- 
the form of soap operas, game shows, 


news and views is a fact of life and no law 
or blanket order is strong enough to 
prevent people from viewing. Whereas 
our politicians (public men) vie with each 
to not miss an opportunity to use the 
foreign news channels to air their views 
or opinions, however frivolous or fecund 
they may be, they are equally opposed to 
the entry of foreign media in India on one 
pretext or the other. Though highly vocal 
and vociferous in matters of liberal 
imports of foreign goods and services 
(technology), they are amazingly panicky 
when it comes to inviting foreign print 
media barons to ut up their shops and 
shows on our soil Strangely enough, those 
who wield politicatpower and use its clout 
to reach out to the people through all 
means fair or foul, start crying hoarse 
when the people at large wish to be in¬ 
formed about events at home and abroad) 
p import of gold and other consumer 
gmd&Ja.compati^jAdtb-globaluaT!oarr~| 
i s incompre hensible why the foreigapfinl 
media-shou^cauSe’ s^o many ripples 
ou r politicians and olhers.*^ 

Tt is surprising to see that the very 
poli^al class which is so promiscuous in 
its relationship with fereign-owned tele¬ 
vision is equally and intensely in consen¬ 
sus over debarring or shackling the foreign 
print media. Perhaps, misplaced nation¬ 
alism or even protectionism to national as 
well as regional press owners have tome 
in the way of foreign media companies 
coming or buying into local publications. 
Paradoxically, this policy runs parallel to 
the one which seeks to make literature 
from abroad more accessible. The fear that 
the entry of foreign print media with vast 
resources, upto-date technology and a 
wide net-work of news collection, would 
pose a serious challenge to the print media 
at home, is not without basis. But this 
argument applies to all such foreign 
compaiues as come to India and enter the 




consumer goods market and threaten the 
very existence of small-scale industries as 
far as the quality and pricing is concerned. 
Under the shadow of liberalisation, such 
situations are bound to take shape and we, 
as Indians, have to learn to live with them. ! 

Initially, a spurious distinction was | 
made between Indian-controlled news 
and universal entertainment, between 
foreign publication of books and their local 
editions. Now such an argument seems 
infructuous. If our politicians are keen to 
be seen and heard through the foreign 
media, the Indian readers too have a ri^t 
to be informed, educated and enlightened 
by foreign publications doing their busi¬ 
ness from the Indian soil. 

Banning opinion and exit polls 

Q. Some people feel that both 
opinion polls and exit polls should be 
banned as soon as the election process is 
set into motion. Give two arguments in 
favour and two against the proposition. 
Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. Since tin election reflects the opin¬ 
ion of the voters through the ballot, there is 
no point in having an exercise that has no 
sanctity on the actual outcome. The holding 
of opinion polls before tlie elections, and 
exit polls after the votes have been cast, 
may only satisfy the ego of those who 
consider lliemsclves an authority on pre¬ 
dicting the possible shape of things to come. 
Ni. sane person can ever \'ouchsafe the 
authenticity of such an attempt where the 
pollsters reach out to those voters who 
constitute a microscopic minority out of the 
vast numbers. The conclusions drawn from 
such an effort, whether through the opinion 
polls or exit polls, may be highly misleading 
and controversial. The recently held 
elections and their results have belied the 
reliability of both opinion as well as exit 
polls to a great extent. 

•2. L\ a democracy, the voters make up 
their minds, not on the basis of what others 
would like them to do but in the light of 
past experiences and future hopes. Opin- 
i6n polls, whatever dieir findings, are likely 
to influence the preference or choice of such 
voters as are non-committal or still m a state 
of thinking the pros and cons of his or her 
choice through the ballot-box. Since the 


conclusions of both opinion and exit polls 
are not infallible, however impartial or 
scientific they may, it is an attempt to mis¬ 
guide the voters, if not wholly, at least 
partially. The opinion of some right think¬ 
ing people that such an exercise deser\'cs 
to be banned, is timely and sensible. 
Arguments against the proposition 

1. The advocates of the proposition 
should remember that the practice of con¬ 
ducting opiiuon polls or exit polls by spe¬ 
cialists, whether individuals or agencies, is 
not such a phantom as should call for a 
total ban on it. The fear that the conclu- 
sioas drawn from such an exercise Ls erro¬ 
neous, is not entirely tenable. The extent of 
aberrations that the inferences produce is 
much less than the predictions made by 
fortune-tellers or astrologers a t whose doors 
politicians and other public men keep 
flocking ail the time. In quite a few western 
democracies, such an exercise is a normal 
phenomenon of the on-going process of 
choosing the next government. 

2. The findings of opinion or exit polls 
do not affect or influence the complexion 
and resuli of polls as do rigging, booth 
capturing and misuse of official 
machinery. The former is a lawful activity 
that informs tlie electorate as to wliich way 
the wind is blowing, whereas the latter is 
an excess committed by the unscrupulous 
and unprincipled to change the current of 

I the wind by force in their favour. Certainly, 
the latter course needs to be curbed with 
an iron hand and the conduct of opinion 
or exit polls allowed to continue tor the 
hearty health of democracy. 

Banning use of soaps and 
detergents 

Q. If the use of soaps and detergents 
is banned in the world, what woo’d 

I happen? Give three possible consequences 

I if such a situation arises in future. 

Ans. If in future human beings are 
denied or prohibited to use soaps and 
detergents in their day-to-day life, for 
reasons plausible or otherwise, the 
contours of life for each age group would 
undergo a change full of chagrin and 
cheerlessness. We, as living creatures 
have been used to the comforts and 
conveniences of life invented and 


discovered over the centuries. It sends a 
chilling shiver down the spine whenever 
I we are threatened to face a situation 
; when some of our basic gadgi’ts, aids, . 
! goods and articles are likely to be 
I snatched from us. One of such essentials 
' is the daily use of soaps and detergents, 

1 without which life can become quite mor- 
; bid and miserable. If lor some reason the 
I use of soaps and detergents is banned 
I throughout the world, people should 
i lighten their belts and get ready to suffer 
I the following consequences. 

; The first and foremost adverse effect 
I of the unexpected dc\ clopmenl would be 
' that people of all categories would have 
no substitute available to keep the bpdies 
neat and clean. Besides this, even the 
clotlies tliat we wear, would start stinking 
as they would not be properly washed. In 
: one stroke, wc would k- Iranspcirted to pre- 
! historic times wlicn people used to have 
I balli without soaps and rubbed their bodies 
I with leaves and stout's to gel rid of dirt 
I and stihk from their bodies. 

I The ban would also result in the clo- 
I sure of all such units as produce soaps 
I and detergents the work! over, rendering 
i millions of workers and other personnel 
; out of jobs. Tension and tr.uima would 
; haunt many a home becaitse of joblessness 
i staring in the face of those who had been 
; engaged in the production, distribution 
, and sale ot soaps and detergents. The 
problem of finding alternative work or 
j jobs for the alfected millions would pose 
a serious challenge to the socio-economic 
fabric ot almost ail natioii-States. 

A total ban on the use ot soaps and 
detergents would cut short man < a bright 
, career. In certain situations and on medical 
■ .idvice, wa>-hing ot hands with soaps or 
, soap liquid is a must and any negligence 
I or avoidance of such advice can mean 
I health hazards of a serious nature 1 here 
' will be serious trouble in hospitals and 
; clinics too It will ho very difficult to keep 
; the hospital and its implements clean 
; without the use of soap and dclergenl. 
This in turn will make hospitals and 
clinics very unhygcnic. 

Public toilets, as also private toilets 
will stink and always remain dirty. The 
world will certainly become one big 
stinking place. 
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TlieadmisiiionloaimmtjfL’itienlmsliluh’isa \ 
Ihree-strfi process, consislitiff of test, group j 
discussion and interview. If you appeared in the I 
tests of some institutes last year and this year, you j 
would have received a call hy nmo. Croup i 
disaissmns have already been aimed in our March i 
'OSissueandalistofexivcIedtopicspronded In | 
this issue, we provide some points forfacing the 
intervieiv. As it is essentially a test of personality 
and outlook of a person, one must make efforts to j 
develop confidi'iiceand IviiwareoJ current issues. ' 
Most institutes do not lunv a structured approach ; 
to the interview It could vary Iwtioeen 3 to 15 '■ 
minutes and ijuestions from a wide ra age can Ir , 
askid. There is nolhmg to ffelscaral about aiul the 
idea is to present oneself positively i 

The interview tor a management i 
course is usually an inf<irmal, non- \ 
structured one. It is a means to assess the | 
personalilv of a person hut is a highly ■ 
subjective tool. However, it is best to be ■ 
prepared for it and think about answ'ers to | 
frequently asked questions. Institutes call ; 
4 to 5 persons for each seat so the idea is i 
that one should he better than about 5 ■ 
others. I'hat is not a diilicult task. 

One should not be scared about the i 
interview, though it does cause some 
amount ol tension among youngsters, l 
especially it they ha\c not appeared in 
such an exercise before. Much depends on ' 
the nature ol iiie persons taking the | 
interview Sometimes, itma\ be a Iriendly 
conversation but if one finds okl peojile on ■ 
the board, theii attitude nun be 
condescending and t >ne wilt iind it ditficult | 
to convince them. The idea is that one 
should be prepaied lor expected questions, 
even though there will be many things tliat 
one docs not know, lhat is nothing to , 
worry about. j 

VVe asked a number of institutes about i 
the criteria used in interviews. We were ■ 
surprised that many do nut ha ve guidelines j 
or fixed crihTia as to what is to be tested. 
Some lower rated institutes use the i 


interview to assess whether a donation 
can be extracted from the candidate and 
questions asked are only about family 
background. Should this happen, you can 
be reasonably assured that the institute is 
not worth joining. 

Much depends on luck. Feedback 
received from candidates by the G AtPKirrKiN 
M.A!ntR shows a varied approach. Some 
boards are helpful while others try to grill 
students. At some places, students were 
even given mathematical problems to 
solve 

Good impression 

The candidate has to present a good 
impression. One must be aware of current 
events and controversies. Many people 
frantically collect books and magazines 
the moment they riveive a call and spend 
time getting confusi'd. They lap up advice 
on how to prepare for interviews published 
in newspapers and career guides. It tells 
you about the books that you should read, 
including economic newspapers and 
management books. Such advice is all but 
usele.ss because it is doubtful that one can 


become erudite by reading some books at 
the last moment. It is better to adopt a 
pragmatic approach and thrash out issues 
with friends and family members than 
acquiring superficial knowledge on things 
you do not know. Extra reading should 
have bi'cn done earlier and not treated as 
a crash course with which to impress the 
interviewer. Often, the interviewer can 
easily make out whether the candidate has 
in-depth knowledge or not. 

Awareness about current issues is 
gained by watching television programmes 
or reading magazines. ()ne should be avvare 
of the economic and political situation 
Form your own opinions. It is always 
beneficial to discuss these things with elder 
brothers or sisters and parents. By doing 
so, one will learn about the possible 
questions lhat can be asked. There is a 
good chance that one mav be asked 
something about which one does not know 
a thing. The best thing in such cases is to 
say politely, / don't know, sir 

Very ofli*n inlerviewei-s lake cues ln.>m 
the answers given hy the candidate and 
want to elaborate on them. So one can lead 
the interview by mentioning those things 


SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

1. Introduce yourself. 

?. Why do you want to do MBA? 

3 What do you know about India’s corporate sector? 

4 What do you think about the current economic situation’ 

5 What are your views about the multinationals and the swadestii debate’ 
fi What is your ambition? 

7 Where do you see alter five years? 

8. What will you specialise in MBA? 

A What do you think of the current political situation? 
to. Questions about your academics. 

11. Who is your role model? 

12. What are your hobbies? 

13. If you do not get admission in MBA, what will you 0 * 0 ? 

14. Why didn’t you think of doing IAS? 

15. What are your strengths and weaknesses? 
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MANAGEMENT 


in which one is confident. For example, 
when one is asked to introduce oneself, it 
does not mean that one simply speaks out 
the name and what he is doing. If a person 
ends with an interesting hobby or activity 
one was involved in, the chances of the 
interviewer asking questions on it will be 
very great. Likewise, one should try to 
end answers on interesting leads which 
can be picked up by the interviewer. 

Acquiring Confidence 

We are often asked how one can 
acquire confidence for interv lews. There 
are several things that one can do. First, it 
is important tliat one feels good about 
oneself. This is achieved by wearing good 
and comfortable clothes, being well 
groomed and well prepared. Second, 
change your attitude. Often, we make 
ourselves nervous by thinking what will 
happen and create pitfalls for ourselves. 
Remember that a person who climbs a 
mountain never looks down. The moment 
he does that, his confidence is bound to 
sliatter. 

Think of what is the worst that can 
happen. Maybe you will make a fool of 
yourself and not be granted admission. 
Think of the next logical thing; so what? 
Surely you have other institutes which you 
can fall back upon. In fact, it is better to 
treat the interview as a practice session for 

Presenting Yourself 


better institutes. An occasional failure will 
only make you better for the next round. 

This does not mean that one should 
be non-serious and leave everything to 
chance. Prepare well and be clear in your 
mind about your answers to the expcx.k’d 
answers. There could be some things which 
you would not like to highlight, for 
example, if you have wasted an year 
through indecision. Cover it up by saying 
that you were preparing for the written 
test. Make sure you mention other thmgs. 
such as your p<irlicipation and leadership 
in school functions and activities, even if 
you are not asked directly about them. 
Debate the frequently asked questions that 
we have provided. 

An important thing would be to 
brush up academics, because that is 
something which will almost certainly 
be asked. It is not good to say that you 
have forgotten the subjects you have 
studied. Answer with conviction, even 
if the interviewer does not seem 
convinced. Sometimes, they will try to 
assess your knowledge by asking. Arc 
you .siirc^and one must answer positively 
If you mumble, the impression you will 
convey is that you do not know or are 
not sure about the subject. If you have 
studied a subject thoroughly, mention 
the fact that it was your favourite 
subject. Otherwise, do not commit 
anything and say that you enjoyed 


How to dress: You should dress formally but not elaborately. Boys should wear a tie. 
Girls can wear a suit and apply a light make-up. Remember, first impressions are important' 

Certificates: Carry certificates and testimonials in a file. 

Arrive eariy: Make sure you reach the venue ahead of time. Check yourself in the mror 
and use the time to look ai ound. Also talk to seniors to assess what kind of an institute it is. 

Be positive: Do not criticise the country, corruption or your previous institute. Do not 
fidget or bluff. Be honest while answenng questions. Smile. 

How to prepare: Conduct mock interview sessions with family members and 
friends, or join a coaching institute. Form opinions on the latest issues. Read all the debates 
published in the Competipon Master. 

While waiting: You might have to wait a long time for your turn. Spend this time by 
making friends. Do not talktoovei-confidpnt, opinionated candidates as theywill confuse you. 
Eat something so that you do not look famished. 

If you are nervous; Admit it. Ask for a minute to compose yourself. Remember, the 
board is not your enemy. Stay calm, even if you are provoked. 

Tricky situations: One cannot anticipate all situations. If you are stuck in a tricky 
situation, simply say, I don't know, sir. One can be witty but ti y not to be unnatural. 


I .studying all subjects. 

I 

: Important points 

There is no single strategy to be 

■ successful in interviews. One can, however, 

; keep some important points in mind. First, 

! understand the obji'ctive of the interviewer. 

' In the few minutes tliat he devotes to you, 
i he has to assess what kind of a person you 

are. First impressions are important. That 
; is why we have sfri'ssed the need to look 
i good and feel good about yourself. 

' Next, the impression you convey in 
! the few minutes of the iirterview is very 
' important. One has to come aeross as a 
I positive, comnutted individual, without 
' any hang-ups. No institute, for example, 

, would like to lake an individual that creates 
' problems later on. It is also wrong to say 
that the interview is a personality test. It 
' is just an opportunity for the institute to 
appraise whetlier the candidate is suitable 
; or not. 

i ITie qualities that are rated highly are 

; sincerity and seriousness. Some 
; candidates try to be witty and humorous 
' in an effort to be friendly. They come 
from the interview pleased with 
; themselves and are confident to be 
selected, but their confidence is misplaced. 
They almost certainly do not get a call. On 
the other hand, a person who may have 
admitted his ignorance may be selected if 
the interviewer think.s he lias an open 
attitude and is willing to learn. 

ralenled people and those having 
paiticipated in extra-curricular activities 
stand a betler cJiarue t>f getting selected, 
since professional institutes have a good 
, cultural lile. If you have taken up a job, 
make it a point lo bring that into the 
conversation, but do not criticise your 
employer if you are asked why you left 

■ il Simply say that you left it because 
, you wanted lo add lo your 

qualifications. 

Ultimately, the interview is nothing 
but a friendly conversation. Do not be too 
nervous about il. Be natural and positive. 

; Tell yourself that there is no one better 
1 than you are. There are a number of 
management institutes now in the coiuitry, 

' it is not very difficult to get a seal if one 
' is reasonably well prepared. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This featiiin .ilfirts nur readers about forthcoming examinations and 
opportunities Institutes should send us information well in advance to be 
included here Readers are advised In assess their own suitability and that 
of the institute before applying-ihis feature is not a recommendation of 
any course or institute 

Biotechnology 

Biotechnology Entrance Examination 1998-99— To be held on May 
24,1998. Information booklet can be obtained from participating universi¬ 
ties, or apply to; Assistant Registrar (CEEB), Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi - 110 067 with a iPO ot Hs 60 For details see advt published 
on March 29, 1998. 

Computers 

MCA and other Computer courses— Written test Not specified. Last 
date: April 30, 1998. Apply to' Manager P&R KuruKshetra University, 
Kuruksheira with a DO for Rs 65. 

Defence 

National Defence Academy and Naval Academy— Eligibility: Class 12 
and age below 18 years Last date May 4, 1998 Apply on the prescribed 
format to Secretary, Union Public Service Commission. Dholpui House, 
New Delhi - 110 011 with fee of Rs 35 in Central Recruitment fee stamps 
For details see advt published on March 21. 1998 


Diploma In Dramalic Arts (3 years)— Eligibility; Graduation and par¬ 
ticipation in at least 10 productions, age limit 18-30 years Apply to Assistant 
Registrar (Academics), National School of Drama, Dahawalpur House, 
Bhagwandass Road. New Delhi - HO 001 with an IPO of Rs 100 

Economic/Statistieal Service 

Indian Economic Service/Indian Statistical Service Examination, 

1998— To be held tiom September 6, 1998 Eligibility. A degree ;n Stal.sr 
Maths/Economics from any university and age between 21 and 28. Last 
dale- May 12, 1998 Apply on the pinscnbed term to The Secretary, 
Union Public Serv.cj Commission, Oholpur House. New Dellii - 110 011 
with Rs 60 in Recruitment Fee stamps For details see advt published on 
March 28. 1998 


Post Graduate Programme— Last date- May 31.1998. Apply to; Regis¬ 
trar. National Law School ot India University. Nagarbhavi, Bangalore ■ 560 072 
with a DD tor Rs 200. 

Management 

1. Openmat (IGNOU Management Programmes)— To be held on July 
26,1998 Eligibility; Bachelor's degree with 3 years supervisory experience 
Last date. May 31, 1998. Apply to. Indira Gandhi Open National University 
(IGNOU), Maidan Garhi, New Delhi - 110 068 with a DD for Rs 200. Forms 
available at IGNOU Regional Centres also 

2. G-Indomat— Test date: May 10.1996 Last date April 20.1998 Apply 
to. ATS, 407 Vishal Tower District Centre. Janakpuri, New Delhi -110 058 with 
a DD for Rs 350. 

3. BBA/BCA (3 years)— Written lest; June 2, 1998 at Shimla Last 
date: May 16, 1998 No written test for 20 sell-tinancing seats. Apply to. 
Director. University College of Business Studies, HP University. Ava Lodge, 
Shimla - 4 with a DD tor Rs 350. 

4. MBA - Eligibility; Graduate in any discipline Test scores of MAT or 
GMAT IS accepted. Applications with MAT scores aro accepted till May 31,1998, 
Apply to- Institute for Technology and Management, SIES College of Commerce, 
Sion-Koliwada Road, Sion (E). Mumbai - 400 022 with a DD for Rs 500 

5. Bachelor of Business Studies (BBS)— Eligibility Senior Secondary 
Exc-rm with 60% marks Written test: June 7, 1998. Last date- May 5,1998 
Apply lo: Administrative Officer, College of Business Studies, Vivek Vihar, 
New Delhi - 110 095 with a DD for Rs 310 

G. MBA— Eligibility; Graduation with minimum 50% marks. Written test 
June 14.1998 Last data.-^ril 30.1998 Apply to- Dean, MS Patel Institute ot 
Management Studies, MS University of Baroda, Falehgunj. Vadodia - 390 002 
with a DD toi Rs 300 and a 30x23 s a.s e with Rs 7 stamps 

MBA from abroad 

MBA (13-15 months)—Last daie May 22, 1998. Apply to MIB Admis¬ 
sions. ENPC Graduate School of International Business. Ecole Nalionale des 
Fonts el chaussees, 28 rue des Sainis-Peres, 75343 Pans Cedex 07, Fran'-e. 

Medical 

MBBS—Eligibilily Class 12 with science subjects and mininiiim 50% marks, 
minimum age. 17 years Las! date- June 1, 1998, Apply to Director, BP Koirala 
Insiitute ot Health Sciences, Dharan, Sunsari, PO Box 7053, Kathmandu, Nepal. 


Fashion Design 

Diploma in Fashion Oesign/GarmenI Manufacturing Technology— 
Eligibilily. Class 12 with minimum 50°'. niaiKs Written lost- June 20-21 
1998. Last date May 11. 1998 Apply to. Norlhoin India Institutr ol Fashion 
Technology, C-11' Phase VII, Industrial Aica, Mohali - 160 0,55 with a DD for 
Hs too and an A-4 si?e s a.s.e with Rs 30 stamps 

Hotel Management 

Diploma in Hotel Management/Culinary Arts and Kitchen Adminis¬ 
tration {Tb| Group)— Eligibility. Class i2 and age less than 22 years Apply 
lo Indian Institute of Hotel Management. Rauza Bagh, Aurangabad - 431 
001 With a DD for R$ 400 


Social Service 

Diploma in Hearing, Language and Speech (DHLS) and in Education 
of Hearing Impaired (Different universities and locations)—Eligibility: Class 
12 with minimum 50% marks Last date May 8.1997 Apply to: Director, A!i 
Yavar Jung National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped, KC Marg, Bandra 
Reclamation Bandra (W), Mumbai - 400 050 with a DD for Rs 50 and a 
23x16 s a.s.e with stamps ot Rs 10 

Travel and Tourism 

Short term couraes In Air Travel, Travel Agency, Ticketing etc— 

Eligibility. Graduation. Contact: Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Man¬ 
agement, 9 Nyaya Marg. Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110 021. 
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General StuHesSceiM 


Q. 1. Describe the constitutional remedies for enforce¬ 
ment of fundamental rights. Also describe the special fea¬ 
tures of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in this regard. 
Is it true to call the Supreme Court the guardian of Funda¬ 
mental Rights? 

An.s. Any provision in anv Constitution tor Fundamfiital 
Rights is meaningless unless there are adequate safeguards to 
ensure entoreement ol such provisions Since the reality ol such 
rigliLs is tested only in the courts, the safeguards assume even 
more importance In adilition, entoreement also depends upon 
the degree ot independence of the judiciary and the availability ol 
relevant instruments with the executive authority. Indian Consti¬ 
tution, like most of the western Constitutions, lays down certain 
provisions to ensure thi'entoreement ot l undamenlal Rights. These 
are as under 

(k) The I'Lindamental Rights pnwided in the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion are guaranteed against an\ executive and legislatii e actions. 
Any executive or legislative action vi'hich irfringes upon the hun- 
damental Rights ot any person or any group of persons can be 
declared as void b\ the t ourts undir Article l.t ol the Constitu¬ 
tion. 

(h) In addition, the ludiciarv lias the power to issue the pn'- 
rogative writs. These are the extra-ordinary remedies provided to 
the citizens to get their rights enforced against any authority in 
the Stale These writs {m'—lMivna an^th, m.iiidamus, prohibition, 
certiorari and qui^ d'nrrniilo lioth. High Courts as well as the Su- 
pienie Court may issue the writs. 

(c) The rTindamenlai Rights provided to the i ili/ens hv the 
Constitution cannot he suspended by tin Stale, evce(il during tlie 
period of emergenev, as laid down in the ,^rticle IS'f iif the t on- 
stitiition. 

A I'lindamental Right ma\ also be entorced by way of nor¬ 
mal legal pmcediires including a declaratory suit or by way of 
defence ti' legal proceedings 1 lowever, .Article M is reterred ti- as 
the "Constitutional Remedy" tor entoreement of Tundanienial 
Rights. This provision itsell has been incliuled in the I'nndamen- 
tal Rights and henci' it cannot be denied to any peison. Dr IVR 
Ambedkar described Article '.Iz as the most important one, willi- 
out which the Constitution would be rcnluced to nullity. It is also 
referred to as the soul and heart ol die Constitution. By including 
Article 32 in the Fundamental Rights, the Supreme Court has been 
made the protectoi and guarantor of these Rights. An application 
made under Article 32 of the Constitution before the Supreme 
Court, cannot be refused on technical grounds. In addition to Ihe 
prescribed five types of writs, the Supreme Cr.iirt may pass any 
other appropriate order. Moreover, only the questions pertaining 


to tlic Fundamental Rights can be detcrmiiUKl in protei*dings under 
Article 32. 

Under Article .32, the Supreme Court may issue a writ against 
any person or government within the territory of India. Where the 
infringement of a Fundamental Rights has been established, the 
Supreme Court cannot reluse relief on the ground that the ag¬ 
grieved pei son may have remciiy before some other court or under 
the ordinary law. The relief can also not be denied on the gnnind 
that the disputed fach have to be investigated or some evidence 
has to be collected liven it an aggrieved person has not asked for 
a particular writ, the Supreme Court, aftir considermg the facts 
and circumstances, may grant the appropriate writ and may even 
modify it to suit the exigencies ot the case. Normally, only the 
iiggrieved person is allowed h' move the Court But it has been 
held hv the Supreme Court that in social or public interest any one 
may move the Court 

Any piece ol legislation or law whii h tends to interfere with 
Ihe power ol the Supreme C onrl under Artie le 32 shall be declared 
as void 1 leiu e, there is no way that the legislativ e or the execu¬ 
tive authority can hy-pass the power and responsibility entrusted 
to the Supreme Court h\ the Constitution. In a famous case titled 
as "t.opalan lA Stale ol Madras" the Supreme Court declared as 
void Seition H ot the Preventive Detention Act of 1‘JSO, because 
•IS per the Supreme Court, the said Sei lion acted as an iron curtain 
around the .icls ol the exemlive authority making the order ol 
preventive detention 

Q. 2. Describe the changes in Civil and Army Adminis¬ 
tration after the Revolt of 1857. 

Ans. The Revolt ol 1857 hroughl many changes in ( ivil ami 
Army Adminislralion in India. British rule was enloru d more 
heavily ,ind impi'i ialislic ideology was implemented with reiiew'ed 
v igour I’.irliainent ot Britain, hv an Act, translerrcd the adminis¬ 
trative control ol India Irom the Last India C ompaiiv to the British 
Crown Ihe Seciel >rv ol Stale, assisted by a t ounii! was now 
vesit>d willi the power to administer India, with the ultimate power 
resting with the Biitish rarliamenl. The (lov ernor-( leneral, now 
ilesignateil as Vici-roy, w'cw to he the adminislrnlive representative 
111 India, Bill gradually, the position ot the Vircrov was dilutc-d 
and the British tiovernment, through the Secretary of the State, 
who was also the member ot British Cabinet, controlled the entire 
administration. Tin- controls, thus, became more stringent and 
reactionary in nature. 

The administration ol the Central government was run by 
the Covcriior-( leneral alongwilh the Kxccutive Council Indian 
Councils Act of 1861 enlarged the Lxecutivc Council and alsiv 
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criMtcd ti l<\v\-t(iiniing agency known .is thelmperi.il Legislative 
Council. It Ii.kI .idvisorv powers, while the final law-framing 
powers vesleil with the (lovernor-tleneral, w'ithout whose ap- 
proval no /\>! couhl U- p.isseil I he Legislative Council had no 
control in ci the exec utn e .ind even the Hills p.issed by it could be 
disallouei! by the Se. let.irv ol State In other words, the Legisla¬ 
tive' t oiincil was onlv rei|uired to approve tiu' official measures. 
The II n-olfici.il Indian members were v ery few in number and 
well' nominated bv the ( lOvernor-Cieneral. 

In the I’rov lines too, the administration was run by theCov- 
ernor, anled by the I'xecutive Council. Hut the entin’ administr.i- 
tion was highly centralised The revenues were collected by the 
Centre aiul then distributed to the Provinces A little bit of 
decentralisation was attempted by Lonl Mayo in 1870 and the 
Provinces were given a free hand in administering police, jails, 
education, medical .servnes and ro.nls. I .ater, revenue .nfmini'.tra- 
tion, excise, general .idministralion and law & justice were also 
given to the Provinci's in 1877 Hut the central government contin¬ 
ued to remain supreme and exercise eftective control over the 
Pri'viiicial governments, (.raduallv, local bodies wen' also pro¬ 
moted during the second half of the nineteenth century. Local 
bodies b.id only nominatc'il members and wi're headed by the 
District Magistrates these bodies essentially (>riginated by the 
ntvd of gathering additional revenues. I xiter, the concept ot elected 
members was intriuluiv'd, but such members always remained in 
minorilv 

Indi.in.Army was also caret ullv nxuganised after 1858. Main 
aim was to ensun that the' revolt did not take place again. The 
steps were aimed at ensuring liiiropean dominance over Indian 
tioops Puie l-uropean troops weri'stationed at kev location which 
were slralegi.allv important Upti> IMM, no Indi.vn could go be- 
vond the rank ol a Siibedar. Troojis from Awadh, Bihar, ('entral 
and Southern India were declared non-martial, as people from 
the.se areas revolted against the British. Their recruitment toariny 
was resin, led (>n the other hand, troops Irom Punjab, tlurkhas 
and I'alh.ins, who sidevl witli the Hritisli, were di'clared martial 
and recruited l.irgi' numbers ( ompanics based on i.iste and reli¬ 
gion were inliodu.’eil in m.inv regiments to ensure balance and 
counici'-poise 

SjH'.ial effort was nia.le to lav down proceduri's which kept 
the armv .ilooi irom the. iv than life Piiblii exjiosure was kept to 
the minimum. I hi' .iimv strength was iiu K'.ised to serve the co- 
lom.il inleri'sis ol the British and in l'H)4. it consumed over 50 per 
cent ol the total Indian revenui's Indian troops weie increasingly 
used to tight lor the British in Asia and Africa Turopean troops 
also repatriated heltv sav mgs to Brit.im, at the cost ol impover- 
ishv'il Indian pojuilalion. 

Q. 3. Comment upon the Scientific and Industrial Re¬ 
search during the Planned period. .Mso describe the role of 
CSIR. 

Ans. Advanei'ment in the scienee and technology in India 
has been enormous alter indepi'iidence Considering the fact that 
the British government hardlv spent .invthing on the develop¬ 
ment ot seienee and ledmologv, the aciiievemenls made in the 
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recent decades are commendable. The Department of Scientific! 
and Industrial Research deals with the subject of scientific and 
industrial research, supported by the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR). There are many schemes and; 
programmes of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Re¬ 
search which relate to cri'.ition ot an efficient information system 
and technology utilisation. Upto the beginning of the liighth Frve 
Year Plan, there wen' 1200 in-house Research and Development 
(R & D) units under the programme of promotion of resc.ueh in 
industry and for providing support to the industrial R & D pmjects. 

The National Research Development Corporation is the 
main agency which promotes industrial research This corpo-' 
ration has built close links with the concerned public sector 
units like ICICI and IPCl A Science and Tecbnologv Pl.uv 
programme has also been evolved which has eleven projects in 
three thrust areas of solar pholovoltics, electronic components 
and electronic system. 

CSIR has played a major role in propagating tht' scientific 
and industrial reseaich. This organisation has contributed rivhlv 
to the development of scientific temper among the Indian masses 
during the post-independence I'r.i Some areas of excellence 
achieved by the CSIR include devi'lojiment of early llowering and 
seeding of tissue cviltured bamhi'io, improved strains ol v e.ist foi' 
fermentation of molasLs, development ot a noval catalyst loi a 
single step process for production ot ethylben/ene, dex'elopnu'nt 
of oncc-a-w'eek non-steroidal oral lemale contr.icejitive, develop¬ 
ment ot an anti-cancer drug, development ol an indigi'iious probe 
tor DNA finger-printing etc. lotal industrial piodiu tion based on 
the CSIR knowhow and fechnologii's mcn'.ised from Rs h.5(i crore 
to Rs not) crore from 1988-87 to tbc' bi ginning ol liighth I'lx e ^ear 
Plan. 

During the Li^th Plan period, m.iny new .ulbilies were 
proposed under the Scientific and Industrial Resear. h Tlu'se ai - 
tivitics include development ol metropolitan libriiiv netixorks, 
library automation, data-base development, CD-ROM d.ila-hasv 
and inlormalion referral •-vsK'ni eli. Cndei the ti'ibnologv 
utilisation, the National Register of loieign collaborations pro¬ 
vides an opporlimitv to tlie nalionai laboratory svstem to tune its 
activities to meet the current demands .ind future dem.inds ot 
tecbnologv by the industrv' 

CSIR implemented tour .alegones ol piogramri’es during 
the liiglith Plan. I hese included industrv and e. onomy-urienli'd 
pro)*,rammes, socu'lal programmes, basic resean li progr.irr.mes 
and research support activities and technical services 
programmes. Main thrust areas were the .igio-chemicaK, cata¬ 
lysts, drugs, pharmaceuticals, light transport aircraft, life exten¬ 
sion teclinology, environment impact assessment, risk and ha/..ird 
studies, leather, electronics, post-harvest technologies etc. Basic 
research programmes mainly pertained to modern biology or¬ 
ganic synthesis pertaining to drugs and pharmaceuticals, natu¬ 
ral product chemistry, electrochemistry, earth .scieme, material 
science, computer studies, aeronautics and ocean sciences. CSIR 
also entered in the research of some new areas like creation of 
data basis, technological gatt'-kceping and establishing of a strong 
monitoring group. 





jftn-ir'-'* ■''l•’V'1^^no PohM liifaiit(7 
'i .0. Wv.ot;,. . ., l>is1.-ili>OKbl/ 

l^u 


■merest is the Key 10 Remember 



Bif Biswamop Ktii/ 
ChawUhury 


I r wc look back on dll the things wc 
learnecl at school, we will find that there 
is little that wc actually remember. Wc may 
have devoted years to mathematics but we 
are stumped it sometine ask for help in 
solving a simple equation. 

Hov\'e\'er, there are some subjects 
which we remember very accurately, and 
wc remember not only the lesson but very 
often the way in which it was presented, 
the voice of the teacher, his instructions 
and examples, and sometimes even the 
answers given by our classmates. 

This holds true for everyday life too 
For inslani e, there may be a particular daj’ 
during a holiday which stands out clearly 
in our mind, while the rest of the holiday 
is shrouded in fog. There is one 
conversation of which we remember every 
word, but there could be a himdred other 
conversations, most of them more recent 
and more important, whose content is 
enlirelv forgotten. 

There must be a reason tor this Ihit 
the answer is not very simple. Let us start 
with the ob|ect we wish to remember. The 
lake surrounded by mountain.^ and trees 
that we passed last year in our car remains 
the same in spile of the fact that wc may 
have forgotten all about its existence. So, 
it is not the object itself, but something 
which IS subjective, \i/hich is in our minds. 

Auto suggestions 

W E may have come across numerous 
advertisements on tablets, capsules 
and tonics claiming they can improve 
memory. Arc these medicines effective? I 
carried out a small experiment to see 
whether these could actually improve 


memory. I collected ten persoas between tire | 
age group ofZ3 to 27 years and told them that i 
I had a tonic which can double their memory i 
if they took it daily for three months. 

Before commencing the experiment I [ 
took a memory test of these persons. | 

1 gave five of them a popular brand i 
of tonic tor memory development and the ■ 
rest coloured water. After three montlis, ! 
another memory test was given to them | 
The result was that all of them got , 
scores more than tliat ot the previous test. ' 
On average, the increase in percentage of 
those who took the memory tonic was ' 
almost the same as those who took only i 
the plain coloured drink. 

After a little analysis, 1 concluded that : 
the memory improvement in all of them , 
could be due |ust to psychological reasons. 
During the three months, all the persons i 
in the sample gave a message to their 
brains that they were taking something 
extra tor their memory, so the brain ■ 
responded by getting better. 

Thus, one effective method of 
developing memory is to give a message 
to it lias the capacity to Oivome hetler 

The Mechanics of Remembering 

T he object itself and the interest , 
aroused by it are of great importance 
forourmemorv,butequally important .ire ■ 
the means of reception. We must 
distinguish among eye-minded, ear- 
minded and motor-minded persons. For 
any kind of learning and memorising, it , 
is of utmost importance to know the tv pe 
to which one belongs. 

A person is "eyc-minded" if he 
remembers best the things which he secs. ! 
A person is "car-minded" if he can 
remember the stimuli which are conveyed 
to his brain cells by means of his cars Wc : 
call a person "motor-minded" it he 
remembers best the things which are 
connected with a certain motion—either : 
a motion which he carries out himsel f, like ' 




writing or playing an instrument, or a 
motion which is directed against the 
surface ot his body, like the prick of a pin, 
or a sting of an insect. 

An I've-minded person profits most 
by learning from books, bciause his 
memory retains best the printed words, 
sentences and paragraphs. If he goes to a 
cinema, he will remember actions and 
incidents which he saw on the screen, 
while the spoken vvoril bev omes ha/y-and 
fade away. In contrast, the ear-mindcd 
person profits more bv lectures than books, 
since his memory retains everything 
picked up through the oars. Me may be 
able to repeat a conversation almost 
verbatim bill at the same lime may have 
diflicuHv in describing what the person 
with whom he conducted lliis conversion 
looked like. It he goes to a cinema, the 
sound of words and miiMc will stay with 
him, while the actions will soon be 
forgotten . 

Moti’i-mindedness lelers to the 
remaining senses, whiih are toiuh, smell 
and tast(‘ With most ot us the\ mnk tar 
behind sight and hearing. (>l course, there 
arc exieptions A hliiul person, being 
d.-pnveci ol sight, usuallv develops all the 
other senses to a remarkable degree. This 
fact IS important bi'cause it -.liows th.itevery 
sense can be developed and inij.)i\) .-ixl. 

It must also be understood that no 
human being is eye-mii.ded, enr- 
miiided, or moUir-mindi'd, riiree-quarters 
ol all human beings are eye-minded and 
the rest are ear or motor-miiuled Among 
the people who are preponderantly ear- 
minded, musicians are loremost, 
especially those who are able to repeat a 
composition which they have heard 

Although cur way ol learning and 
memorising any material depends to a 
large extent on the type to which wc 
belong, few persons are really aware about 
what type they are. 

Next month we will discuss wavs to 
identify to which type one belongs 
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USAGE 
Spotting Errors 

In the following scniciiceh tl to 10), | 
there is an error in one part of each sen- I 
tence. Fiiul out the error. If there is no error | 
in the sentence, the answer will he (e) in ' 
that case. | 

1. Hurdly htid the foreign visitorfo) , 
shown some inlercst(l)) in picture cjrds{c) i 
then the hawkers buzzetl around him.(d) ' 
No prror.((’) 

2. Slow moving bullock carts{tf) can , 

not only lielp case({>) the fuel crisis but 
they can also(c) save the environment from , 
pollution.(d) No error.fc) ; 

3 Hi’ said(rt) he had evidence{i>) in | 
his possession(i’) to prove what he had ; 
stated.((/) No error.ic) ' 

4. It IS ratherffl) strange that nonefb) 1 
of the stories(f) is experimental in form.(if) j 
No error.(i’) 

5. As sooner as((i) the book hit the I 

stands(Ji) it was sold(c) like hot cakes.fd) | 
No ermr.(c) i 

f>. Women workers work(rt) so harder ' 
than(l>) their male counterparts(c) but they ' 
are paid much less (i/) No error.(i’) 

7, An explosion(fl) more louder than ' 
thundcrf/i) shook houses and rnttled(c) ' 
windows in the national capital.(i/) No • 
error.fi’) 

8. Unlike the history (a) ol kings and ' 

governmentsf/’! ■■ history of valuesfc) is ■ 
not well-recorded.(i/1 No error.(i’) : 

•■t. She always hailfii) a linger on tho(/’t ' 
pulse ot whalfe) would appeal to her . 
young reauer.fi/) No error.(i’) 

10. (In that point of timefn) what I : 
wanted to say(/') could be saidfc) only 
through Uraupadi.iil) No t rror.(i’) 

Synonyms ■ 

In the follnu<in<^ sentences (11-151 for ! 
each iinJerlineil word, four choices ore given. • 
Clinose the right one and that will be i/oiir ; 
ijiistet’r. i 

11. Don't be so soft—there is nothing 
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to be afraid of. 

(a) weak 

(b) smooth 

(c) gentle 
(if) delicate 

12. He has rather a r obust sense of 
humour. 

(a) healthy 

(b) rude 
(r) strong 
(if) energetic 

13. Unless we extol the merits of 
manual work, we will be doomed. 

(a) reward 
(h) honour 

(e) celebrate 
(if) praise 

14.1 was completely unaware of the 
.seamy side of his life. 

(a) unattractive 
(/)) unhappy 

(c) useless 
(if) criminal 

15. Finally we were able to ?cro in on 
the key i.ssues for discussion. 

(a) forget 

(b) achieie 

(f) focus 
(if) avoid 

Antonyms 

In the following sentences (16-20), a 
word III each seiitciue is underlined. There 
are four choices under each sentence. Select 
the word which is closest to the opposite in 
meaning of the underlined word. 

16. Even his detractors remained neu¬ 
tral in the meeting. 

(ii) apprentices 
(/)) followers 
(f) admirers 
(if) fiiends 

17. Having reached the zenith of po¬ 
litical power, he has lost his head. 

(i.) underworld 
(ft) ditch 

(c) hell 
((f) nadir 
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18. Romantic heroines are often ca¬ 
pricious. 

(rt) thoughtful 
(fi) scholarly 

(c) cold 

(if) humble 

19. As a foreign minister, he proved a 
hawk . 

(a) pigeon 

(b) dove 
(f) lion 

(d) fox 

20. Her sublim e devotion to tlie causi* 
ot saving the environment Ls praise-worthy. 

((/) laughable 
(/») funny 
(r) foolish 
(if) ridiculous 

Comprehension (21-30) 

111 this Section you have three short pas¬ 
sages. A fter each jiassage i/oii will find some 
questions based on the pas'^age. I irsi read 
'the passage carefully and answer the 
questions based on it 
Passage I 

Wi' often hear grown-up people com¬ 
plaining of having to hang about a railway- 
station and tor a train. Did you ever hear 
a small boy complain of having to hang 
about a railway station and wail for a 
train? No; for him to be inside a railway 
station is to be inside a cavern of wonder 
and a palace of poetical pleasures. Recause 
to him the red light and the green light on 
the signal arc like a new sun and a new 
moon, because to him when the wooden 
arm of the signal falls down suddenly, it 
IS as if a great king had thrown dow'ii his 
staff as a signal and started a shrieking 
tournament ot trains. 1 myself am of little 
boy's habit in this matter. They also serve 
who only stand and wait for the two 
fifteen. 

21. How do grown-up people feel 
when they have to wait for a train? 

(a) They curse and blame the rail¬ 
way authorities. 
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(b) They complain and walk up and | 
down the railway station. I 

(c) They feel irritated and cheated. 1 

(d) They feel bored to death be- j 
cause time hangs heavy on 
them. 

22 What is common between a small ' 
boy and the author of tlie passage? 

(fl) Both feel excited and pleased. 

(b) Both are unable to react to the 
situation. 

(c) Both feel the pain of boredom 
due to waiting. 

((/) None of these. 

23. What do red and green lights of 
the signal mean to the small boy? ' 

ill) Nothing very special in mean- i 
ing and significance. 

(b) The staff ohi king assuming two j 
different colours. 

(c) A new sun and a new moon. 

(</) Signal for the arrival or depar¬ 
ture of trains. 

24 What does 'two fifteen’ stand for , 
in the passage’ 

(») lunch-time 

(b) meeting-time 

(c) departure time 
(li) tram time 

Passage II 

Obesity is fast becoming a "weighty" 
problem of the urban middle class in In- . 
dia and unless urgent measures are taken, 
this silent stalker will emerge as a major 
health problem in the coming decade 
v3bese individuals are prone to develop 
degenerative heart, diseases and diabe¬ 
tes due to the body's faulty metabolism, 
as obesity is the motlier of such diseases 
Howcve^ Indians seem to be on thi> lower 
side of the rung in the international sce¬ 
nario—faring better than their American ■ 
or liuropean coimterparLs—but it di;es 
not warrant complacency as the Indian | 
population is inclined to developing 
obesity. 

25. The 'silent s'^alker' refer to' 

. (n) life-style of urban people 

(h) over-eating among urban ; 
people 

(c) obesity among urban people 
id) abnormal growth of body ! 

26. Why is obesity (fatness) a cause | 

for concern? I 

(a) Because it can lead to many dis- I 
eases. i 


(f») Because it makes people prone I 
to degeneration of hearts. ' 

(c) Because it makes people laz)' ■ 
and ugly. | 

(</) Because it can cause heart dis- ' 
eases and diabetes. ! 

27. The term "weighty" problem in , 
the passage means. 

(n) an urgent problem 
(ii) a problem rcijuiring serious 
thought 

(c) a problem of national impor¬ 
tance 

(if) none of these 
Passage Hi 

A .s/iit/i/ mu/y. I-'or an average Indian, 
going to hospital for a major operation 
such as 'open heart surgery' is like going 
to a war-front and the battle must be won. 
Not surprisingly, the patient is 
accompanied, not only by his relatives, but 
at times by neighbours. By depriving the 
patient of frequent meeting with his folks 
will be denying him a vital psychological 
prop. The conditions are vastly different 
in the Western countries where the 
nuclear or single family is prevalent. But 
there also, communication barrier is 
being oi ercome bv providing for T V. and 
soft music in Intensive Care Units and 
general wards. 

28. What role do a heart patient's folks 
play in tlie hospital? 

In) They carry infection in the hos¬ 
pital 

(/)) They provide an important psy¬ 
chological support. 

(c) 1 hev catise o\'cr-crowding in the 
hospital 

(d) They show their loncern lor the 
patient 

2*) Why are conditions differen* in 
Western countries’ 

(fl) Because of nuclear or single 
family system. 

lb) Because people the-re are more 
self-centred. 

(f) Because people there do not be¬ 
lieve in lip sympathy for the 
patient. 

(d) None of these. 

30. How does an average Indian feel 
when he goes to hospital for 'open heart 
surgery’? 

(a) an object of sacrifice 

(b) going to a warfront to die 


(c) a warrior who must win the 
battle 

(d) an ob|ect of pity and helpless¬ 
ness 

Ordering of Words in a Sentence 
(31-35) 

III Ihc following; .■fcntmrs. snnw pnrls 
liniw bcrii jumbled u}>. You are retjuired to 
re-iirrai\^e these parh u’lucli are lalvlled P, 

Q, K and .S to produce the correct sentence. 

31. (!’) has actually made life (Q) tlie 
automobile invasion (R) more difficult for 
consumers in many ways (S) in India over 
the past three years 

(fi) Q r R S 
(|i) Q S R P 

(c) S R g P 

(d) Q 5 P R 

32. (P) with the tragic heroism of the 
INA (Q) it is the juxtaposition (R) of the 
march of PWS (S) w hich makes the book 
different 

(11) PQbR 
(/)) g S P R 
(c) Q R S P 
(if) Q R P S 

33 (P) he went into hiding (g) when 
he learnt (R) on his trail (S) that the police 
were 

(fl) g S R P 
(l>) g S P R 

(c) p R g s 
(./) RPbg 

34. (P) on this verv steep slope (Q) to 
hold it together (R| v\ ilh little (S) the snow 
was soft and deep 

(ii) PsgR 
(b) P R S g 
(cl P S R g 

[d) bRQP 

35. (i’l as in reading them (g) I spend 
almost as much time (R) in looking for 
books (b) as a result 

(a) PUS g 

lb) b g R P 
to s R p g 
(d) S g P R 

Reconstructing Passage (36-40) 

In the/bllow:nf( sentences marked 1, 6, 

, P QR S. the positions of I and b arc fixed 
j as the first and last sentences of the passage. 

; You are required to choose one of the four 
! alternatives given bcloio each passage which | 
' would be the most logical sequence of the ' 
sentences in the passage 
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.^6. I. SwnJr^lii t'quiUos loc.il manu- 
factiire with prosperity, completely ij;nor- 
inf’ trade. 

(!') Ihe Norlh-liiiM will f>et factories 
only when trade has created necessary 
markets, 

((1) TIu- basic economic truth is that 
the place of m.iiuitacture is completely ir¬ 
relevant. 

(K) Ic) the trader, it matters little 
where' j> 0 (k 1 s are manufactured, 

(b) Traders create markets tor mnnii- 
factiirers. 

6 He- will sten'k what the market de¬ 
mands. 

(</) g 1? 1' S 
(fi) b I’ g K 
(c) s 1’ i< g 
ill) s g R I’ 

.17. 1. Non-cooperation evith the au¬ 
thorities was the method which (.andhi 
used af'.iinst the- British Ivij. 

(!’) I’aradoMcallv in todnv's India, 
non-coopc ration is c cmsiderc'd the demo¬ 
cratic riftht of a citi/c'ii 

(g) India's democratic structure 
seems to be dependent not on popular but 
on oppressive police torce. 

(H) The (landhian mniilni has now 
become a curse m a liberal democracr 
(S) It has bevome difficult to enlorce 
discipline, punctualitv or obc-dience to 
rules in public administration 

6 In am mcTropolis, pc'c'ple's repre- 
sentatiM's are livinj; under armed police 
protection 

(a) I’SKIJ 
(M t’g^^K 
(.) I’sgR 
(i/i fug's 

'tS 1. It IS eeneralh the other wav 
round 

/I’l .'\ man is considered the e.irninj; 
member ('• the lamilv and thus the I'xtra 
effort to save his lilc- 

(gi With at least hall a lakh people 
dyinj; m India evc-rc veai |iist waitinj; fora 
kidnc'N, the );ender bias makes tirinj^s wevse-. 

(R) A woman ncrilmj; a kidney traas- 
plant often doesn't c'cc'n make it to the 
hospital 

(S) Doctors say this is easy to under¬ 
stand. 

h. T he brutal moral; it woman's kid¬ 
ney fails, she is as good as gone. 
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(a) Q K S P 

(b) g P R S 
(f) Q S R P 
(d) g S P R 

39. 1 So, as science progresses, su¬ 
perstition ought to grow less. 

(P) We should remember that even 
todays among the most civilized nations, a 
great many equally stupid superstitions exist. 

(Q) On the whole, that is true. 

(R) We are tempted to look down on 
savage tribes and other nations for hold¬ 
ing such ideas. 

(S) But it is surprising how supersti¬ 
tions linger on. 

(i. It IS worth making a list of the su¬ 
perstitions which you know about. 

(rt) g S R P 

(b) S g R P 

(c) Q P R S 

(d) Q R S P 

40. 1, The style of the Jam Sahib is 
entirely different. 

(P) He remains motionless as the ball 
is delivered. 

(g) Then, without any flourish as a 
preparation tor the stroke, the bat flashi's 
to the ball, and the stroke is over. 

(R) He stands motionless as the 
bowler approaches the wicket 

(S) It sc-em,'. to be on him before he 
takes action 

f). The body seems never to have 
changed its position. 

(a) RgPS 

(b) RSPg 

(c) R P s g 
(</) P R S Q 

Filling up the blanks (41-50) 

III ilir fo/loieiiiy; /ifl.s.siiyc, soiac .spnccs 
luiir hirii Ii'fl blank. Yon arc required to 
choose the most appropriate n ord from the 
three alternatioes j^iven for each blnnk space 
The interrogation is a sustained.... 

41. (ii) torture 

(b) struggle 

) attempt 

. to scrap the human being, by divesting 
him.... 

42 (a) off 

(b) of 

(c) from 

everything that marks him Man. His.... 

, 43. (a) own 


(b) private 

(c) public 

life is relentlessly probed. His wife, he is.... 

44. (a) informed, 

(b) told, 

(c) instructed, 

is now an object of other's ... 

45. (rt) desire. 

(b) dictate. 

(c) lust. 

His son is declared a prick. He is struck, 
pushed, denied basic.... 

46. (a) comforts 
(b) needs 

(t) amenities 
and gradually reduced... 

47. (») into 
(b) to 
tc) upto 

a semi-coherent mass shorn of all.... 

48. (fl) respect. 

(b) dignity. 

(c) position. 

His political beliefs are ... 

49 (n) mocked 

(b) laughed 

(c) frowned 

at. In a w'ord the 'self' in him is. 

50. ill) degraded. 

(b) destroyed 

(c) demeaned 

ANSWERS 

1. (if) 'when the hawkers buzzed aiound 

him'. 

2. (r) 'nut also can' or 'they can also' 

3 iV) No error 

4 (J) 'are experimental in torin' 

5. (a) 'as soon as'. 

6. (b) 'even harder than' 

7. (b) 'louder than thunder' 

8 (c) 'the history of Valin's' 

9 (c) No error. 

10 (fl) '.\t that point of time' 


11. (a) 

12. (b) 

13. id) 

14. (fl) 

15. (c) 

16. (f) 

17. (d) 

18 (fl) 

19. (b) 

20. (a) 

21 (b) 

22. (fl) 

23. (c) 

24. (d) 

25. (c) 

26. (d) 

27. (b) 

28. (b) 

29, {a) 

30. (c) 

31. (d) 

32. (d) 

33. (a) 

34. (f) 

35. (b) 

36. (b) 

37. (fl) 

38. (d) 

39. (a) 

40. (c) 

41. (c) 

42. (b) 

43 (b) 

44. (a) 

45. (c) 

4b. (c) 

47. (b) 

48. (b) 

49. (fl) 

50. (b) 
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Quaniitaiive Apdiuile 


I. A watch was sold at a profit of 157ii. If it had cost 5% less 
and had been sold lor Ks 21 le.ss, then the profit would have been 
lO'I’.i, What is the aist price of the watch? 

((/)Ks 180 (f;)Rs 220 (c) Rs 200 (if)Rs210 

2 The sum ot the present ape of the lather and that of tlie son 
is 48 years, h years ago, the age ol lire lather was .8 times the age 
of tin* son I'lnd tiie present age of the son 

(a) 12 years (/>) 10 years (c) 0 years {</) 11 years 
t Iwo rad los and a tele\ ision set are purchased lor Rs 
if the pn.e ol tlie tele\ ision set be eijual to that ot 4 radios, find 
the price ot 1 ladios and 2 television sets 

111 ) Rs 16,000 {!>) Rs 17,600 

(<) ks 18,000 [il] Rs 16,800 

4 The sum of seven consecutive even integers is 140. Find 
the .iverage of the greatest and the least ot these integers 
(,T) 20 {h) 16 (c) 18 (lI) 24 

5865 

^ reduced to its Imvesl term is- 

7 7.I?. 


there were at least 124 soldiers more FTnd the number ol soldiers 
m the regiment. 

(11)7349 (/i) 7529 6 )7449 (,/) 7392 

13.4'’1) IS gained by sellmg an aiticle lor Ks 78. Find the loss 
or gain per cent, it it is sold lor Rs 72 

(iT) 4'.’-.. gain (/>) 4"i. loss (c) 6 ".. gain (il) 6 ".. loss 

14. Find the least number which being di\ ided b\ 24, .32,36 
and 48 leaves remainders 1.5, 23, 27 and 39 respectivelv, In.t when 
divided h\' 7 lea\es no remainder? 

Ol) 1134 (h) 279 (c) 5(i7 t./) 603 

15. A box contains 1 rupi'e, 50 paiseand 25 paise loins iii the 
ratio of 8 .5; 3. It the total amount he Ks 112.50, find the number 
ot 50 paise coins. 

((/)60 (h).50 (c)40 (i/)42 

1 1 

16. A man spends ol his income on board and k'dging, 7 


on clothing and on diarilv and saves Rs 3!S What is his 


' 152 148 ' 138 ' ' 162 

(1 I'he sum ot two numbers is 176 and their L.C'.M is 480. 
Find the numbeis 

III} 80, 9(1 (h) 40, 136 (<) 64, 112 ((/) 60, 116 
7 t )ni goes 1 /om A to B at 4 km,'hr and returns .it 5 km /hi 
1 ind the average rate foi the whole )ournev 


l;i) 4 km/In¬ 
ti,) 1.1 kill; hr 


( 6 ) 4 km/hr 
( 1 /) 4.1 km/hr 


8 I lie pfodiici ol 2 numbers is 15.39 and ot one ol them 

IS 27 I ind the average ol the numbeis. 

til) 5-1 (;)).57 (O.SO ((/)81 

9 -V ijuantitv I'l nee is adec|uate tor a family lor 30 d.i'-s, it 
5 kg is given awav in chai ily daiK. but onlv Icir 25 days, it 8 l.g is 
given diiilv. I'ird the -^uiintitv ol rue the lamily has in stme 

( 11 ) 500 kg ( 6 ) 400 kg ( 1 .) 425 kg (d) 450 kg 
■ 10 A p.-.il weighs 12 6(1 sg when hall-full and 10.40 kg wlvn 

I . I 

^ rd full. Find the weight ot the pail when it is " th lull. 

(. 1)10 kg (li)9 3kg (c)7.Kkg (d) 8.2 kg 
11.12 men can vlo a piece of work in .30 days working 9 hours 
everyday, flow many men will be required fo do 10 times the 
work, it they wink 5 hours each dav for 24 days? 

((1)260 (to .300 t( )k) ((/)270 

12 A general could arrange the soldiers in his regiment, if 


Ol) Rs 700 (/.') Rs 740 (c) Rs 720 (di Rs 760 

17 What dav ol the wei'k was |iilv 17, 1937' 

(c) Saturday t/ijSunvlav (ilMoiid.iv (di Friday 
18. A vessel eonlaiiis hO litres ol a mixture ot milk and water 
in ihe ratio ol 11:2 flow mu. h w.iter has toFe.ulded to it so that 
till ratio ol milk and water m the resuli.inl mixture may he 4 ’ 1? 
((/) 5 lilies (/i) 6 litres (. 14 litres (./) 3 litres 
19 Adislionest dealer delrauds b\ l.ilse h.ilance lo the extent 
ol 105".. m hiivmg as well as sellim;. I iiul lus gam per cent 
(11)18".. (/() 1(V'„ i.i’l",, (d)20"„ 

2(1 The sum of the .iges ol a l.ither ami his .011 is !00 vears 
now 5 years earlier Iheir ages well -111 Ihe I, ill" ol ? I ititermme 
the latio alter 10 visirs 

||>1 ' (/’) 4 1 !;') 10 7 till 111 II 

ANSWERS AND FiXI’LANATIO.NS 

1 (c) Let (.1'. - Ks 100. 1’ --- IV.. s l> ■- Ks 115 

11 C.r. IS 5"i, k-ss then I .R = Ks (100-5) - Rs 95, 

I It),•'95 209 

F ^ 10"',. then S.I' - = 

11)0 2 209 21 

Ifitference between twoS.l’.'s - Rs 11,5 r |<s 

21 

li difterence is Rs ,v 21 then (' 1’, Rs 100 

s 

If difference is Rs 21 then C.I’ - 100 > ~ > 21 ~ Rs 200 
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OBJIEBT<«fe»E QUESTWNS 




2. (fl) Let son's present age be x years 

.•, f-ather's present age = (48 - x) vears 
ATS 48 - X - h = 5(x (.) .-. X = 12 
'^. (/') I el the costs ot a radio and TV set be Rs x and Rs y 
respectively 

A.’I S 2x + V = Rs %i)ll... (i), y - 4x (ii) 

Solving (i) and (//), x = Rs 1600 

3x + 2y = 3x + 2 X -lx = Hx ^ 11 x 1800 = 17600 

4. (n) S,- ^ [2y x + f7 l)-|= ■{ ^2 (x + 6 )--: 7x + 42 = 140 

.-.x = 14 

T. = 14 4 6 x 2 = 26 average of gn'atesi and least 
14 4 26 n 

= —-— = 2(1 (S^ = - [ 2 a + (n - 1 ) d a = I’lrsl term 

= a 1 (n - 1) dj d = Com ditf 
n = no. terms 

5. (<7) 

6 . (fl) I..C.M. mu.st be divisible bv each no 


7. {h) Average speed = 


2x4.S ’.6 40 4 

TiT'^'o =4-lsm/hr 


I 1.8.39 

8 . (c) ”Ot ist no ■-- 27 .-.line no = 81, Ilnd no. - —^— 

3 SI 

81 t 19 

Average’ = —~— -■= 50 

A, 

9. ((/) f.et the total quantitv ot rice be x kg 


x-5:<30 X - 25x8 


■ = daily consumption 


X = 4.50 


10. (/>) Let X kg = weight of substance when pail is full and 

y = vvl ot pail 

v+ •, = I2.(>I). (;), V 4 , = 1040 .III) 

Z ' ^ 

Solving ;.'; and (iij, x - 13 20 

X 1 . 1 . 20 

\ 10 40 - - = 10.40 ■ - = 6.li|) 

X ’ n.2.() ' 

•. V 4 =64 -- 6,30 

1 4 4 

11. (d) Work Davs hrs men 

1 30 9 12 

10 24 5 \ 

More work more men 1 10 x 
I ess days more men 24 : 30 > 12 : x 

Less hrs more men 5 : 9 J 
12x30x9x10 
X = —;—r:—r““= 27i) 

, . 1x24x5 


78x100 

1 ^ 77 - 4 - 
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SP = Rs 72 .-.Loss = Rs 3 
3 

Loss';;, = :y^>^100= 4 

14. (l) 24 32 .36 48 LCM ot 24, 32, 36, 48 = 288 

15 23 27 39 

7^' T) 288 X 1 • 9 = 279 not divisible by 7 

288 X 2 9 = 5f,7 divisible by 7 

15. lb) 1 Re 50 p 25 p 

Ratio of coins =85 3 

Let the coins be 8 x, 5x, 3x resp. or 

A.T.S. 8 x X 100 t 5x x 50 4 .3x x 25 = 100 

X = It) No of 50p = .5(1 

17. (ii) Complete yrs = 1936 = 1600 4 300 4 36 
No of odd days in 1600 yrs = 0 
No of odd davs in 300 yrs = 1 

No ol odd days in 36 yrs = 3 ) 26 ordinary 4 9 leap years 
Ian = 3 27 4 9 x2 = 45 davs 

Feb = 0 = .3 Olid days 

March = .3 
April = 2 
iVI iv = 3 
lone = 2 
July =_1 
20 

20.j.7 = 2^ R = 6 ■ Saturday 
2 

18 (ii) Water in mix --—- ■ > 60 - s litre 

I.' t 2 


AlS8+\=---(6()-i xi X -- 5 

4 4 I 


19. (c) (lain "i. 


(1004 common uaiii'f)' 


100 

12100 21 

^-- too- - ^ s|».„ 

100 100 

20. In) Let lather's pn-senl age be x 

Son's present age = U)(1 x yrs 

X - 5 2 

ATS- ^ X -- 65 

100- X -5 I 
l ather's present age = 65 yrs 

Son's present age = 100 - x = 100 - 65 = 35 yrs 
After 10 yrs, the ratio of tlicir ages 

_ 654-10 _ 75 
" 35-i-io“'45~ 3“^'^ 

3-- s^:;' 



A nVI'RTlSlNC’,, thouj-h .i 
i.iose t'omp.inion of 
market fconomy, is .ui 
unpliMSiint feature of modern 
life. Watihmg fn'm the side¬ 
lines, till' gill! of consumer 
goods and the crass cra/.e for 
something ijuick and queer, 
(he conscientious critic sees 
the menace and mesmerism 
that advertising has brought 
about in the lives of all. To be 
taken in, or taken for a ride, 
the confused consumer is 
always at his wits' end on how 
tositt ihe chaff from the grain. 
Besides the bewild.-rmenl that 
advertising causes m main a 
case, sometimes strange hut 
sensationai commercials on 
TV can cosi heavi!\ to one’s 
pocket or even to one’s lile 
Ketenth an mnocent student 
trieil ;o imitate the ai lohat ot 
the v^mngman in a 
commercial ad and Ic'st his 
precious hte, iiir nothing. 

Advertising and con¬ 
sumerism ha\ e reached a stage 
in America where criliis are 
demanding adequate checks 
and balances, lu'cause it has 
begun to influence even 
human relations on an 
eventia^ basis In some can s, 
advertising has started to 
erode individual privacy. In the 
name of educating and 
enlightening the consumer 
about his rights to choose the 
I right product, the magazines, 
I television and movies keep 
j dinning into the cars that 


! 

\ 

I 

I 

j 

t 

Advertising 


material things and sensiiat 
pleasures arc what life is alroul. 
Thathappmess lies inaulc'malic 
appliances and automobiles 
churned out in various forms 
and colours. When this instant 
gratification dcK's not get trans¬ 
lated into reality, the world 
seems to fall apart. Gradually, 
the voices of sanity and restraint 
are being raised to rein in the 
wild animal within all and 
sundry, bclore it becomes too 
strong to stop in the face ot 
temptations let loose by the 
awhil agent called adierlising 
There is no denying the 
fail that advertising has 
invaded everv aspect of hu¬ 
man e.<is(ence and this is 
being leached and achieved 
through sponiorm;; of events, 
especidllv s|)oils, on a glob.il 
basis In overvday life we 
find advertising aims at 
selling goods and seivices, 
exploring new avcnue.s and 
inarki ts and, tinallv, reaihing 
out U' those people and plaies 
that ha\e remained un¬ 
touched by its cver-expaiid- 
ing shadows and shades 
Tropaganda—a cheap or 
interior toim of alfi-cting 
people's mmds and influenc¬ 
ing their thinking and 
psyche—too plays a vital role 
on certain occasions and 
situations where static senses 
and sensibilities have to be 
stirred and stimulated to new 
ideas and ideologies. In the 
words of Jacques Fllul: 


"Propaganda by it.s verv 
nature is an enterprise loi 
perverting Ihe significance ot 
events and insinuating false 
intentions.... Ihe propa¬ 
gandist will not accuse the 
enemy ol just any misdeed: 
he will accuse him ot the ver\ 
intention lie himsell has and 
ol trying to ■ ommil the verv 
crime he himsell is about to 
commit." 

It is now recogniseil that 
solving complex socmI issues 
i:. a managerial task 
(.'ommunication and adver¬ 
tising find a criuial place m 
this new approaih. '"llie 
Green Revolulion could not 
have come about in India 
willioul Ihe help ol i.ulio anil 
n' advertising ', says an 
expert "Advertising sells not 
onlv goods. It sells ideis as 
well. Ideas like national mle- 
gration and u)inirun,il 
harnionv havi bei’ii spread 
through advertising " .Adver¬ 
tising flourishes in .ii. 
em ironmeiit ahuh is bee - ■ 
an atmosphere whnii 
encourages a dillereiit point 
of view, an eiu ironmeiit 
where peopli- i an disagice 
vvilhoul being disagree 
able. 

In addition to 
commercial advertising and 
ideological propaganda 
there is social advertising, 
winch refers to the 
advertisements which deal 
with social causes and are 


aimed at the weltaie and 
well-being of the people. Its 
target aiidiiiue is not a 
speiitii class but tlie masses 
who »an he educated about 
siKiallv relevant issues like 
health, f.imilv weif.ire, 
lileracv, national si-curily, to 
mention a tew issues only. 
Ihe importaiue of such 
advertisements lias reached 
such heights Hiat even the 
» government falls back upon 
tl'.ein qu'le otlen to highlight 
tin- issues III immediate 
(Oiueiii. UiuloubtedlV, in 
today's i onlevt. can) ing out 

i.impaigiis thioiigh siuial 

i oiiimunicalivui i-. oi 
paranioiint importante Ihe 
MU n l\, till '‘cunoinv, Ihe 
politii > ami inc niidia expo¬ 
sure aie lo'iiigiiig .ibout 
ihaugis vvlii.h lire so 
i.idi al and dvnaniic that 
thi-y an -.i eating dis- 
sonaii, I aiul upheavals In 
onler le w iihst,nu! the i 
ni gale, e ellt t Is t>l . luinge-, i 
wi' iirtaitilv need th‘-sc | 
kird.s ot campaigns i 
lliniugh advertising or i 
pro|'aganda, lor sustaining 
loininunii ation with the j 
masses at laige In shoil, : 
advertising not onlv inllu j 
ences the buyer's per- j 
eeption but also hi.- j 
responses to soiial ! 
problems. It has ils ; 
negative elfc is but the j 
positive side far out-sirips ; 
the negative side I 

lY 98 COMPETITION MASTEB 865 | 



I am very interested to 
be a scientist. Since 
childhood, I have been 
fascinated by Astro- 
physics. But these IHL 

days there arc many l 

fields like marketing and management. ' 
I am very confused about what should I j 
do. 

—Nimlila Ghosh, Allahabad (UP) 

Your confu.sion is understandable to 
a great extent, since peers and friends will 
advise you to follow a lucrative career. I 
However, since you are interested in I 
Astrophysics since childhood and are | 
very keen to become a scientist, there is i 
no reason why you should follow the i 
general trend You can do your B.Sc. alter i 
clfiss 12 and then apply tor the Indian 
bthtitute of Astrophysics tor a course and ' 
subsequent employment. 1 he reason why , 
people ask you to do marketing is that ‘ 
one is assured of a career, whereas there i 
may be many frustrations due to lack ot : 
opportunities in the stream ot pure > 
I sciences That should not prevent you ' 
from pursuing your childhooil dream and 
with your commitment, we are sure that 
you Will become a good scientist in the 
future 

What arc the chances of success of a 
person who chooses Management or 
Social Science as a subject in Civil 
Services? 

-P. Vijin/ Kumar, Itiiii^alort' 

The L’l'tiC does not publish figures 
of candidates who have passed or 
failed with jiarticular subjects. The 
success rate you liave asked tor is thus 
a misnomer Rather than worry about 
such things, it would he better to 
choose a subject that one has studied 
and is confident in for the Civil 
Services. A person is unlikely to do 
well by taking absolutely new' subjects 





ASK THE MASTER! 


assuming that the success rate in 
higher in them. 

I cleared the NDA exam twice but 
could not clear the interview. Now I have 
thought of doing MCA. lipto what level 
are questions asked in MCA and will I 
be able to clear it? 

-Raiu Joshi, Bareilli/ Canll 
The requirements of the MCA 
Fntrance include an analytical mind. If you 
were good in Maths in class 12, you can 
clear the exam. You should practice from 
chws 12 b(M>ks and since you hav e cleared 
the NDA exam twice, you should he able 
to clear Mt.’A also. The advantage in MCA 
is that there is no group discussion and 
only your reasoning ability will be 
considered. 

What is an electronic cash card? 

- Hainiiira Gupta, Kaitliat (llanfana) 
ITectronic cash is increasingly being 
used all over the world and in India as 
well, ft IS a card witli a small chip on 
which cash balance can be loaded Irom a 
bank. When you buy something, the 
amount is deducted from the lard. Such 
cards are reusable, where the amount is 
downloaded at the bank whenever it runs 
out. The\- (an also be disposable. They 
do away with the need of counting and 
carrying money. They are also secure, 
since i I’ersonal Identification Number 
(PIN) has to be fed in for operation. If if 
is lost, nobody will be able to use it. 
Though it represents great advantages, 
the card has still to become popular, 
because it entails installation of card¬ 
reading machines at retail level. Maybe 
in the future, electronic cash may be more 
widely used. 


I have done my graduation and 
would like to do something in tourism. 
How should I proceed? 

—Stunm’i Horam, Manipur 
The formal way is U’ do a course, in 
Tourism, such as MTA (Master in Tourism 
Administration), become a professional 
guide or join a travel-related course such as 
ticketing or travel-agency management. If 
your circumstances permit that, you Ci.n do 
such courses after graduation. Since you live 
in a beautiful State, you can also provide 
tourist guidt services to people who visit 
Manipur. You must have a thorough 
knowledge of tfie area and its history, and 
be able to communicate well. 

I have a good knack of singing and 
want to be a playback singer. How should 
I proceed? 

—Girish Gopnlan, Nru' Drilit 
fortunately, there are many 
opportunitii-s for budding singers these 
days You can approach some cassette 
companies and appear for an audition. Oi 
; write to tlie TV programmes which give a 
chance to new singers. If you are good, 

, your talent is sure to be spotted by 
, someone and you can become a playback 
singer in time. 

I am a student of class 10 and want 
to be an air-ho.stess. How should 1 
proceed? 

—Pfl/lun/ Smirn/, Dlianbad (Pillar) 
To be an air-hostess, you should 
have a good personality and fluency in 
Fnglish. The height that is preferred is 
5'-10". We suggest you do your B.A. and 
look out for advertisements for 
recruitment of air-hostesses. Mans 
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private airlines recruit on the basis of an interview. You 
can also learn another language and apply for international 
airlines as well. Some institutes in delhi prepare students 
tor such a career and you can consider joining them. In the 
meantime, you should develop your personality and 
I fluency so that you can project yourself well during your 
I interview. 

] have done a PC Diploma in Ecology and Environment. 
What are the job opportunities for me? 

• rriiviisli Dash, Bhuhuncslnvar 

Ihe institute and faculty from where you have done the 
I course is the best source of guidance for you (ienerally speaking, 

I jobs in this field arc limited. You can approach schools for .1 
teaching |ob or some Non-( Government Organisations (NOOs) 

' w'orking in the field of ecology and environment. Alternatively, 
you can do a course in forest management or join the Indian 
I'orest St'rvices alter clearing its examination. 

What arc the job opportunities after finishing post 
graduation in Vfa.ss Communication? 
j —Cldinlhi Jolni, Ihiiriiihiii. 

You will bi‘ a qualified |ournalisl alter doing a course in 
Mass Communication. You can join newspapers, television 
i channels or public relation agencies The im[x)rtanre ol this course 
IS increasing by the day, with a boom in information industry 
: The presence of foreign media organisations is pushing up 

■ salaries The )ob opportunities are many; what you are able to 

■ use, depends on your efforts. 

I am in class 12 and want to do a diploma in management. 
Where can 1 do it from? 

- Niiih 1 / .Siiig/i, Cliiiiuii^^iirli 

If you want to do a post graduate diploma in 
management from a reputed institute, you have to do vour 
giadi.ation lirsi I'rom prisate institutes ol course, you can 
take diplomas even alter ilass 12. Another option would be 

■ to do HHA, though the institutes offering these courses have 
; not made anv mark The best option w'ould be to assess 

vourself- il viui can put in a lot of efiort, you can think of 
' doing I’dDHM from the be.^l institutes o* India after 

■ graduation II you are an average student, vou should do a 
, vot.itional diploma and get a job. 

How can I become a news-reader on television? 

; —Nirrmrt Ktimor /lya/aw/, Bvnwdi (Ruja-^tlnin). 

. To become a news-reader on television, you should ha\'e 
: exceptional command ovei a language and a pleasing personality. 
; I( you have both, you should apply to the radio station for 
j announcing )obs. Slowly, you can branch out into tele'-ision. Apply 
to Doordarshan and appear in their audition. If you arc good, 
you will surely be selected. In the meanwhile, it may do you 
good if you work in a television studio and gain experitiice in 
the medium. 


Stay ahead with . . . 

S. ( lutiid's hi'sl hooks 
for ( Oinjx’di ions 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

C.S. Bed! ft R.S. Aggarwal 

S. Chand’s General Studies 2/e 199B Rs. 450.00 

R.S. Aggarwal 

S Chand's Question Bank in General Studies 1/e 1998 Re. 150.00 

Man! Ram Aggarwal'a 

G. K. Digest & Gen. Studies 58/e 1996 Rs. 200.00 

UNGUAGE 

A.N. Kapur 

General English for Competitions (In Press) 

R.S. Aggsrwai A Monika Aggarwal 

Objective General English 1/e 1998 Rs. 175.00 

T. Saran 

Precis Writing and Drafting 30/e 1995 Rs. 40.00 

REASONING 

R.S. Aggarwal 

Verbal Reasoning 1/e reprint 1998 Rs. 115.00 

Non-Verbal Reasoning 2^e 1998 Rs. 105.00 

Verbal & Non-Verbal Reasoning 2/e 1998 Rs. 200:00 

NUMERiaL ABILITY 

R.S. Aggamval 

Data Interpretation 1/e reprint 1998 Rs. 45.00 

Maths, lor NDA Entrance Exam. 4/e 1997 Rs. 120.00 

Maths, for CDS Entrance Exam. 3/e reprint. 1998 Rs. 120.00 1 

Maths, for MCA Entrance Exam. 2/e 1997 Rs. 105.00 

Maths, for MBA Entrance Exam. 1/e reprint 1997 Rs. 135.00 

Maths, for BBA Entrance Exam. 1/e edn. 1998 Rs. 135.00 

Ob). Arithmetic 2/e reprint. 1998 Rs. 110.00 

Quantitative totitude 6/e 1998 Rs. 115.00 

3m: iifoRT (TOTO Ttfer) 5/e 1997 Rs. 100.00 

3 m: -ipfrr ^ 3 /e 1997 Rs. 90.00 

COMPLETE GUIDES 

R. S. Aggarwal 

Guide for Bank P.O. Exam. 1/e reprint 1997 Rs. 150.00 

S. S.C. Clerk's Grade Kil (Fully Solved) 1/e 1997 Rs. 150.00 

Guide for MCA Emrance Exam. 2/e 1997 Rs. 145.00 

^ 1/e 1997 Rs. 65.00 

K.L. Kumar 

Your Interview 1/e 1997 Rs. 95.00 


Sillily l’iu'kti;^i' jin l.ir^iin'cniii^ (iiiil 
Mi ilicii) i.iilniiicr l \(iiiiiii(iliniis 


Maheah Jain 

Objective Physics Rs. 250.00 

IIT Physics (In Press) 

H. Kaur 

Objective Chemistry Rs 325.00 

S.R. Singh 

Objective Botany Rs. 150.00 

P.S. Verma ft P.C. Srtvastava 

Objective Zoologv (In Press) 

R.S. Aggarwal 

Ouestton Bank in Mathematics Rs. 125.00 

Shreesh Bhardwa) 

Question Bank in Chemistiy Rs. 95.00 

Maheah Jain ft M.K. Gupta 

Question Bank in Physics Rs. 105.00 
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1 . accredit: (ii) certify (fr) 
anticipate (cj arrive (d) console. 

2 . buck: (a) blame (b) 
diplomacy U) debt (</) loan. 

3. conglomeration: fa) 
confusion (b) coiruption (c) 
gmwth (d) asseniblv 

4. decimate: (it) digest (fi) 
reduce (c) deceive (li) depend. 

5. eclectic: (a) general 
((i) selective (ij useful 
(</) impure. 

6 flunkey iflunky^. ta) 
beginnei (/■) expert (c ) servant 
(d) champion 

7 gratuitous: (a) proud (h) 
essential (c) optional (d) 
unnecessary. 

8 . hoodlum: (a) visitor (/•) 
guest fc) ruffian (if) eriniinai. 

ineluctable- (a) 
inevitable (In ineligible (i) 
inefficient (d) inboin 

1 ( 1 . jeremaid: (a) appioval 
{/?) criticism (I'J lomplamt (d) 
reconiinendatioii 

11 kcrkuffle: (.i) migration 
(/’) excitement (c* depression id) 


protection. 

12. leash: (a) restraint (b) 
responsibility (c) resignation 
(d) reward. 

13. meander: (n) dig (deep) 
{(') cry (loud) (c) run (faid) (d) 
wander taimles.sly). 

i I. nemesis: (ii) si-lection ((•) 
punishment (c) election (d) 
nomination. 

13. outlandish: (n'l familiar 
(|j) progressive (c) strange (d) 
orthodox 

16. philippic; (n) bittei 
speech (li) pleasant surprise (c) 
tiasty decision (d) sound 
liidgement. 

17 rapprochement: («) 
diplomatic ties (b) unholy 
alliance (i) rude behaviour id) 
friendly relations. 

18 shibboleth; (u) sermon 
(/') slogan (c) story (d) scene. 

IM. thespian: (ii) speaker (b) 
guest tc,i actor (d) s.nnt. 

20. yummy: (ii) tasty (/>) 
inonoloMoiis (c) interesting (d) 
•successful 


I ANSWERS 

■i 1. accredit: t/i) certified, 

I attributi-. 

— lie is iK Ircd/H'd with 
j having first introduced this 
j idiom or e.xpressimi into the 
I language 

f 2. buck: (ii) blame, 

j responsibililv 

i - With businesi rivalry as 

I the supposed motive behind the 
j murder, the hiick app.irentiv 
stops there. 

.V conglomeration: Id) 


assemble, galheiing 

■ No government tormed 
bv a loii'ilomcriihoii ol partie.^ 
with conflicting interests can 
prove strong and stable. 

4. decimate; (h) destioy. 
reduce (considerably 

1 he recent survey shows 
that sUident num.hers in Sanskrit 
colleges have been dcciiMlcd by 
cuts in grants 

5. eclectic; lb) selective. 

—Unlike his friends, he has 

an eclecluv taste in music and 
other fine arts. 
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6. flunkey: (c) servant, 
lackey. 

— When a political parly 
starts treating its primary 
members as flimkiys, it begins to 
decay or decline in strength. 

7. gratuitous: id) un 
nocessarv. 

— I'laiikly speaking your 
concern loi my health and 
happy lile is both hollow and 

yid/Hitoiis 

8. hoodlum: (c) ruflian, 
gangster, rowdy youth 

—The admission ot 
Ihwdlitma in the 'youth wing' ot 
the party brought its downlall 
earlier than anticipated 

'i. ineluctable: (a) 
inevitable, inescapabkC ’ 

— In the case ot institutions 
based (111 expediency and 
tempoiary gains, the process of 
their decay becomes iiieitu tabic 
in the end 

10. jeremaid; (c) complaint, 
lamentation. 

- file jibes and icrrmauh ol 
the author were the symptoms 
of his private despair rather than 
the expression of he real belieli 

It. kerkuffle: lb) excite¬ 
ment 

—The kcrkiifflc geneially 
seen during the elections was 
somewhat subdued during the 
recently-held polls 

12. leash: (a) restraint, 
control. 

-Despite provocation, 1 
managed to hold my anger in 
letsli until she had gone. 

13. meander: (if) wander or 
proceed aimlessly. 

—The discussion niean- 


Word Power 


dm’d (on) for hours, producing • 
more heat and dust than light. 

14. nemesis: (b) punish- i 
merit, retribution (deserve) j 

—He who digs ditches for ' 
Olliers, meets his acnic^h' by falling ; 
into thi'in himself in the long run. ; 

15. uutlandish: (i ) strange. , 

■ Mis view.s on child ‘ 

laboiireis working in hazardous 
industries are iinllaiidhli indeed! 

16. philippic; (a) bitter ■ 
speech. 

- The philosophical fdiili- 
ppio which the ciilics raise in j 
rightei'iis indignation seem to be ! 
born out ol misplaced tears. 

17 rapprochement: td) 
Iriendly relations (levival) : 

—Since the (iulf War in 
t‘)‘tl, no .serious attempt seems 
to have been made to bring 
about mppMcl/c/Hcrd between the 
U.S.A and Irai] 

Ih shibboleth: (/■) slogan, 
piinciple. 

—Indians have li. sued 
outdated ^liibbiilclhi a.nd learn • 
the art of governing themselves ■ 
and imbibe the values ot 
democr.icy and qualities ot * 
citizenship. 

ly. thespian: (c) actor/ • 
actres:;. 

■The well-known Ihc^piaii > 
of the Indian cinema has been * 
selected for this vear's 'Dada < 
Saheb Phalke Award' for his life- 1 
long contribution. j 

20, yummy: (a) tasty, | 
delicious. { 

—Children are hardly I 
aware of the harmful effects of I 
eating yummy chiKolates all the i 
time. ! 
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f'’”|*^he Inoian armed 
I forces are among the 
I finest in the world. 

.Jl. Time and again, tales 
of heroism are heard which 
point to the extraordinary 
commitment of its men. 
Despite a declining political 
scenario and efforts by the 
civil service to gain suprema¬ 
cy, the man in the uniform 
has held his head high. 
Whether it is battle or in 
pace time, the armed forces 
have lived up to expectations. 

Unfortunately, the men 
in uniform have often been let 
down by policy-makers and 
tod'ay, the forces face several 
problems that severely limit 
their capability. Foremost 
among them arc those related 
to modernisation. Today, 
there is a serious shortage of 
men, equipment anct funding, 
raising questions about pre¬ 


paredness about our defence 
forces. Defence spnding has 
been cut over the years: from 
1.6 pr cent of GDP in 1986 it 
is now 2.2 pr cent, a figure 
that is considered inadequate. 

In the Air Force, the only 
addition made in recent years 
is the Sukhoi aircraft. The 
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
has not been made while 
upgradation of other aircraft 
like the MiG-21 has been 
delayed. Similarly, the \’avy 
has not been modernised, rlie 
IMS Vikrant was decommis¬ 
sioned in 1996 and the INS 
Viraal is on its last legs. The 
submarine fleet is ageing. The 
Navy needs to add to its fleet 
of Sea Harriers, besides 
Airborne Early Warning 
System to counter Pakistan's 
Orion maritime patrol and 
strike aircraft, but that has not 
been forthcoming. 


The Army makes do 
with obsolete Vijayauta T-55 
and T-72 tanks, the much 
touted Arjmi Main Battle 
Tank (MBT) is nowhere near 
completion. It also needs self- 
proplled guns, anti-tank 
missiles and transpo.n air¬ 
craft. it din’s not have 15.1 mm 
Howitzers even though 
Pakistan has gained an 
advantage in these. Apart 
from the resource constraints, 
the Army seems to have an 
inefficient research and 
development wing which hac 
been unable to deliver the 
goods. Except for missile 
capability, the other develop¬ 
ments are frequently 
annou.ncc-d in the press but 
their application remains a 
dream. 

The Army's Ninth Plan 
nad initially earmarked Rs 
25,(KX) crore fo'’ modernisa¬ 


tion but the figure is Rs 4,000 
crore today. Because of these 
constraints, the Army has 
announced a voluntary cut in 
strength for the first time in 
history, in order to generate 
funds for modernisation. It is 
ironic ^hat while the bureau¬ 
cracy which contributes nodt- 
ing to the nation has contin¬ 
ued to add flab, it is the light¬ 
ing forces that have been 
forced to lake cuts. By the 
year 2000, the Army would 
have reduced about 80,000 
men in its units Ihis will be 
achieved by a 2 per cent 
reduction in the field forces 
and another 29,000 men 
would bc’ converted to civil¬ 
ian. The reduction in the 10 
lakh strong Army may not be 
very serious and may make it 
leaner, but this does show the 
resource constraints that the 
armed forces oprale under. 
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BJP's defence 
policy 

S ' t will not be cabv to 
remove all the shortcom¬ 
ings of the defence sector 
in one go, but with the 
coming of a new government, 
a new perspective on defence 
issues is hoped for. Its policy 
statement with regard to 
national security and nuclear 
option has already raised 
heckles in Pakistan. For long, 
India has followed a policy of 
ambivalence and it has been 
felt that a clear definition of 
our nuclear policy is long 
overdue. World powers 
have tried to penalise India 
for standing in the way of 
international nuclear agree¬ 
ments. Perhaps the time has 
come for a review of the 


these countries, with whom it 
has longstanding border dis¬ 
putes. 

The second change in 
policy is the establishment of 
a National Security Council 
(NSC). The idea, to have a 
NSC like the one in the US 
which coordinates decision¬ 
making on security issues, 
has been mooted several 
times but has nut been suc¬ 
cessful. In 1985, Rajiv Gandhi 
set up such a council but it 
had failed. V P. Singh also sc*! 
up a multi-member advisory 
b^y but even that did not 
take off either. While the gov¬ 
ernment talks ot establishing 
a NSC with the stated objec¬ 
tives to analyse the military, 
economic and political threats 
to the nation and to advise the 
government on these matters. 


place to adjust politicians 
who lose elections, generat¬ 
ing volumes of reports which 
have no relevance in the real 
world. In any case, adding an 
advisory body is just adding 
fat to the already heavy 
bureaucracy. The country can 
do without another tooddess 
body like the Planning 
Commission, which does 
nothing except add to expans¬ 
es. 

On -the other hand, the 
NSC could consist of the 
service chiefs and other pro¬ 
fessionals in the forces to 
advise the government as to 
the action required to be 
taken. The government has 
to be careful that it does not 
create another level of 
bureaucracy in vital matters 
of defence. There are already 


one is obliged to study or 
implement. On the other 
hand, the government 
should try to reduce the 
bureaucracy that the armed 
forces are saddled with. We 
have already seen the nega¬ 
tive effects of excess bureau¬ 
cracy when some sections of 
the armed forces were 
forced to agitate for anom¬ 
alies in the Pay Com¬ 
mission report—for the 
first time in the history of 
India, the soldier was 
forced to take up such 
issues publicly. 

Foreign Operations 

/ ’I 0 far the discontent has 
not affected the profes- 
sionalism in the armed 
K forces. Whether it is 


ambivalent policy andgive 
a fitting reply 

will re-evaluale policy 
and eri.>.uie stvurity Pakistan 
has responded with concilia¬ 
tory blalements already -ind 
il- Prime Minis,‘»r has talked 
nt miprovmg bilateral rela¬ 
tions with India. If ihe BIP 
follows its stated goal, it 
may just lead to stability in 
the area, since it is India's 
passivity in the race of 
Pakistan's aggression lhal 
has increased their inter¬ 
ference in our country. 

If India goes nuclear, it 
might torce Pakistan and 
China to become recimciliato- 
ry. The country may even 
acquire more bargaining 
power in its negotiations with 


it must be assessed why it has 

^ ^ 


not been JP 

succt'ssful so far. m 

The reason for its fail¬ 
ure is that the Ministry of 
Defence has its own proa’ss 
ot generating advise, coordi¬ 
nated by the Defence 
Secretary. There is already 
too much bureaucracy. It is 
.said that more powers are 
held by the bureaucrat tlian 
by the service chiefs. The NSC 
will thus add another level of 
bureaucracy whereas it is the 
Defence Seaelarv and other 
officials who do a similar 
function. The NSC may thus 
be fated to be like the 
Planning Commission—a 


several bodies whic^u ^ ^^^^^^pb order 

. sory fimctjom^^^3»*t(kg4^ort^^ in various coun- 
ihe Cabinet Committee on I tries. If earned praise for its 


Political Affairs, the 
Committee of Secretaries and 
tlie Seairity Strategy Group. 
It is difficult to see what the 
NSC; will do, what these com¬ 
mittees arc not already doing, 
unless it is a body of the pro¬ 
fessional soldier. 

Before the new govern¬ 
ment embarks on sotting up 
of such a body, it should 
therefore thrash out what il 
will do. A merely advisory 
group, for instance, will end 
up making recommenda¬ 
tions and reports that no 


performance as part of the 
UN Assistance Missions. 
General GC Tonsigant, 
the Canadian Force Com¬ 
mander, spoke of the sense 
of respectability brought in 
by the Indian force. "You 
are probably one of the best 
soldiers in the world at this 
time", he said. 

Unfortunately, enthusi¬ 
asm within the country is 
sadly lackii^ and more pub¬ 
licity is accorded to beauty 
queens than to its soldiers by 
Ihe media. 
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Towards a National 

Security 

Perspective 

I ndia has suffered military 
defeats at the hands of 
various invaders. This 
could be attributed to a 
lark of national .security per¬ 
spective. Since India was 
divided in various States, this 
perspective could never be 
created. Thus, though we had 
some of the bravest men of all 
times, but suffered numerous 
defeats. 



Force, the Indo-Tibetan Police 
Force, the Central Industrial 
Security Force and the 
National Security Guard. 
Despite these, the Army is 
frequently called to assi.st 
with internal problems. 

dm 



Things have changed 
now. We think of India as a 
nation State. But there are 
many shortcomings in our 
approach For instance, we do 
not have a Chief of Defence 
Staff and the National 
Delence Council has not kvo 
forniulateil. There is no 
nation.ll perspt'ctive on secu¬ 
rity threats. Much of the 
thrust in recent times has 
been on internal security, 
with the Army being used in 
operations in troubled States, 
(hir brave people are paying 
with their lives fighting insur¬ 
gency. We are not <‘ven given 
the names of people killed in 
these operations; only the fig¬ 
ures keep adding up. 

A new force, the 
Kashtriya Rifles, was raised to 
deal with insurgency. The 
other para-military forces that 
assist in internal security are 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force, the Border Security 


The Air Force has 
acquired many different 
planes but it is fell that its 
shortcomings are now 
becoming permanent' weak¬ 
nesses. It has Russian planes, 
but also the MIG aircraft, the 
British jaguars and the 
French Mirage 2000. With dif¬ 
ferent technologies, the devel¬ 
opment and maintenance was 
severely affected. Efforts to 
indigenise by Hindustan 
Aeronautic Ltd (FIAL) have 
not been successful. The I IF 
24 wa.s involved in a large 
number of accidents. I he 
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
is not aimplete even if it is 
after 34 years of its planning, 
and will be outdated it it ever 
makes it. Failure to indigenise 
has meant that we are de|.H‘n- 
dent on foreign sources for 
spares 


The Navy has suffered 
from low budgets. Its budget 
is just 3 per cent of the 
defence budget, though it 


was 12 per cent in 1%1. It vvill 
be without aircraft carriers by 
the end of this century. The 
country was a major ship¬ 
building nation earlier but 
that tradition was lost. This 
was revived to .some extent in 
1962 and two ship repair 
yards at Mumbai and 
Calcutta have been converted 
into defence shipyards to con¬ 
struct ships for the Navy. 
Today, the Mazagaon Dork 
produces frigates and the 
Garden Reach Workshop in 
Calcutta builds smaller ves¬ 
sels. 

In modem warfare, it is 
all the three wings of the 
armed forces that determine 
success or failure. Tlie Gulf 
War proved that modern 
warfare was as much a matter 
of tecluiology, which gave it ti 
'multiplier effect'. India iweds 
to invest heavily to increase 
its strike power in the air and 
in the oceans if it is to kevp 
abreast of challenges thrown 
by modem warfare. 

What needs to be 
done 

/.■ total of Rs 3.1,620 

• \ crore was orcivided 

■ f. * 

lor defence in the 
..i. X. Ibudget, which 
was Ks 6,(ii*l) crore higher 
than the previous year Tlii.s 
figure included Rs .3,620 crore 
for implementing the recoin 
mendations ol the Fifth i’.iy 
Commission. It is argued that 
in real terms, spending on 
defence is actually going 
down over the years. 

The idea is not to advo¬ 
cate increase in defence 
spending, but that allocations 
should be done on scientific 
basis. Perhaps, if the country 
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tcHik up a diplomatic oftort, it 
cxiuld have a leaner force. 
Much would al.so depend on 
threat ^lerceptions, that is, cm 
what our neighbouring coun¬ 
tries are doing. More than 
financial allocations, what is 
required is a qualitative shift: 
today, increasing politicisa¬ 
tion has ivndcrcd the deci¬ 
sion-making capacities of 
even the top generals useless. 
The tall in morale in the 
forces IS the result of scandals 
and decline of morals in pub¬ 
lic life as there is hardly 
worth anything to fight for. 

'There is much in 
India's defence that needs 
to be changed. In the 
absence ot modernisation, 
will our forces remain com¬ 
bat ready? There is an 
urgent need to reduce the 
bureaucracy associated 
with defence. Defence re¬ 
search and production has ■ 
to be madi* more account¬ 
able and has to go beyond 
making hollow claims. The 
country has to learn to take 
a long term perspective on 
delence matters and plan 
for upgr.idalion and rnod- 
ernisalion 

I here is an urgent 
need to look into these 
problems so that the 
defence ot the country is 
iipgiaded At the same 
time, it beeomis a viable 
lareer option foi our 
young people. It is not nec¬ 
essary to lose a war to take 
corrective action. When 
the writing is so clearly on 
the vs all, all that is 
required is a will to put 
things right. Only then 
will the dedication come 
back into the forces. Hinder 
was, after all, a movie 
based on a real story. 
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A Career in the Armed Forces 


T here was a time when 
a career in the armed 
forces was rated 
highly and still is, to a 
ver)' great extent. It js not like 
any job, because people in the 
armed forces uphold the 
nation's honmir. Others hold 
them in awe and respect. 
They are also the most sought 
after bachelors as they are 
always fit and smart. 

Some of that aura may 
have worn off over the years. 
As other careers, most 
notably those of management 
and computers, started offer¬ 
ing mind-boggling salaries to 
youngsters, the armed forces 
began to be rated lower down 
in the hierarchy of careers. 
There was also the general 
decline in the life of the 
nation as scandals erupted 
with alarming frequency and 
corruption seemed to have 
hiken over most aspects of 
national life. The young cadet 
who staked his life for tire 
country could be forgiven for 
thinking what he was actually 
fighting for When the 
involvement of politicians in 
supporting the LTTE became 
known, the sacrifices made 
by thf army in Sri Lanka 
began looking such a waste. 
The prolonged conflicts of 
Siachen and the involvement 
of the armed forces in fight¬ 
ing our own people in the 
North-East and Kashmi' fur¬ 
ther raiseti m.iny unan.swered 
questions. 

Tire role of tire civil wr- 
vice has also been quite 
despicable. It has been trying 
to upstage the forces and 
today, it is said that the 
defence st'cretarv may hold 
greater |x>wers than the ser¬ 


vice chiefs. Tlic needless con¬ 
troversy arising from the Pay 
Commission recommenda¬ 
tions further eroded the 
importance of the armed 
forces. 

Despite all this, a career 
in the armed forces remains a 
lucrative one. True, the army 
has not been able to project 
the hidden advantages and 
has gone on an advertising 
campaign instead. But if we 
look closely, we find that 
such a career may compare 
with the best in the private or 


goveniment sector. 

For example, when we 
look at the salaries in the pri¬ 
vate sector, we forget the in¬ 
built insecurity in such jobs. 
E\ i'n the highest paid exeai- 
tives may find themselves 
down-sized and without jobs 
lor no fault of theirs. They 
then have to swalhiw their 
pride and lix>k for jobs which 
may be considerably lower- 
paying than the one they held 
earlier. Some people are not 
able to adjust to this and 
become victims of depre.s- 
I sion. The service man, on the 


other hand, always holds his 
head high. 

In the government sec¬ 
tor, there is the constant fear 
of being transferred, especial¬ 
ly if one runs foul of a politi¬ 
cian. One enduring image of 
the civil service is that pub¬ 
lished in newspapers some 
time back-—of a bureaucrat 
carrying a spittoon for the 
Chief Minister of a State. The 
armed forces, on the other 
hand, offer a life of respect 
and security. If it is a life of 
respect one wants, there is 


nothing to beat the armed 
forces. 

There are other benefits 
as well, which are not aiunt- 
ed. There is free housing, 
medical facilities and free 
rations, for which the civilian 
counterparts have to shell out 
great amounts of money. A 
great lifestyle is also offered, 
which is worth a sizeable 
packet if it is converted into 
monetarj' terms. For example, 
the army has some of the 
finest clubs, hospitals, golt 
courses and scFiools in the 
country. Any person who has 


had to wait for a membenhip 
of a golf club or who has 
appeared in several inter¬ 
views for admission of a child 
to a school will be only too 
happy to opt for a job in the 
army and the related benefits. 
For higher studies, there are a 
number of management insti¬ 
tutes catering to dependants 
of army personnel. 

An Exclusive 
Lifestyle 

T here is also the 
opportunity to see 
the country without 
the bother of travel 
and stay arrangements. 
Accommodation, group 
housing schemes and soft 
loans to buy vehicles or for 
constructing a house are oth¬ 
er perks. True, at times one 
may be posted to stations 
where families cannot be tak¬ 
en but that is all part of the 
duty. For those into adven¬ 
ture sports, there is the 
opportunity to participate in 
polo, mountaineering, river 
rafting, gliding, trekking, sky 
diving, para-sailing, shcxiting 
and skiing. In civiliar life, 
there is hardly an opportuni¬ 
ty to do these things and in 
any case, are just too expen¬ 
sive to pursue. 

A major hidden benefit is 
that all the personal and pro¬ 
fessional needs of a person 
are looked after by the army. 
One acquires educational and 
professional qualifications at 
very little cost. Consider the 
fact how expensive higher 
education has become in 
civilian life, and you realise 
what a big boon this is. 

All things amsidered, a 
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career in the army is not as 
bad as it is made out to be in 
the media, which lends 
undue glamour to certain 
professions. If a monetary 
value is assigned to all the 
perks given by the armed 
forces, the careers it offers 
will compare favourably to 
any other profession. Add to 
this the security of job which 
does not exist in the private 
sector and you have an unen¬ 
viable career. It is unfortunate 
that the forces have not been 
able to project the numerous 
benefits to the public. 

Drawbacks 

T he disillusionment of 
the soldier when he 
sees the corruption in 
.1^ national life is natural 
to a large extent. For that, it is 
the leaders who will have to 
bear the blame. After all, the 
man at the border is willing to 
give up his lift and he may be 
forgiven to ask the purpose of 
enduring hardships. There 
has to be .something more 
worthwhile to fight for than 
protecting the corrupt ways 
of the politician and the 
bureaucrat. Or to act as a 
police force for fighting prob¬ 
lems created within the coun¬ 
try by the {mlitician. 

There is another draw¬ 
back as well and that is the 
limited scope of promotions. 
It takes 20 to 22 years to 
become a battalion comman¬ 
der and a brigadier rank is 
obtained after about 24 years. 

a 

In the civil services, a similar 
status is obtained in 10 to 12 
years. The pyramid structure 
with one man at the top and 
40,000 officers ensures that 
out of 100 officers, only 40 
become Colonels and just 10 
become Brigadiers, and only 


Preparing for the SSB Interview 

There ate thousands who get a ce^ 
tromtheSSBtHJtamnotabletomidfei 
In the interview. To help readers, we give 
here what can be ej^iected in the inter¬ 
view and how to dear it. 

The first thing to remember is that it 
is a test of personality. Various aspects 
of personality are tested. To prepare, It is 
better to start early and make efforts to 
develop a well-rounded personality. 
There will be intelligence and psycholo¬ 
gy tests, group tests and physical tests 
over the four days that the interview will last. You are assessed as per your demonstrated perfgr- ' 

mance in all the tests. If you are not fluent in English, you can use Hindi. Avoid excessive use of 
slang, humour and gesticulation. 

What kind of a personality is required? Well, one must be physically fit and fond of work-outs. £ 
One has to be a team player and exhibit leadership skills. One should be pleasant but not frivolous. I 
A sports-loving personality stands at an advantage. 

There are tttree Selection Centres in the country: Allahabad. Bhopal and Bangalore Be pre- I 
pared to spend 4 days for the intennew, excluding the days of travel. Upon arriving, report to the 
Movement Control Office at the Railway Station, from where you will be taken to the Selection i 

Centre. The Duty Officer will give you an introductory talk and administrative directions. Fill up the ' „ 

Personal Information Questionnaire. 

There will be 30 to 40 candidates per batch, divided into four groups of 8 to 10 each. You are 
not competing with the others, as is wrongly believed. The candidates are assessed against a com- > 
mon standard of suitability. ; 

On Day 1, you will be given intelligence and psychology tests, including the Word Association i 
Test (WAT) and the Thematic Appreciation Test (TAT). In the first, there is a set of 60 words which 
are displayed for 15 seconds per word during which you have to write a sentence. In the TAT, you I 

are shown 1C to 12 slides and are expected to write a small story in 3 minutes. There is a third test, . i 

the Situation Reaction Test (SRT). in which 60 situations are shown and you have to write your reac- : 
tion. Intenriews commence in the afternoon and carry on lor Day 2 and 3. The afternoons are free 
unless it is your turn for intenriew. otherwise you are free to go shopping or sight-seeing. 

Group tests start on Day 2. Here, the primaiy concern is to see how you face up to problems 
and your attitude toward other members of the group. There will be two Group Discussions. In the 
first, the group is to select one of the two given topics, white in the second, the topic is given Topics 
could be current issues or general ones. A reguiar reading ot the Compftition Master is known to 
help. Each discussion is 20-30 minutes long. There is a Group Planning Exercise in which a story 
based on a model is narrated and the group has to identify the problem and evolve a practical sotu- > 
tion. The Progressive Group Task requires you to collectively get over 4 obstacles with a heavy load. 

The Group Obstacle Race requires you to compete with other groups over a set of 6 obstacles. 
There is a Half Group Task as welt, in which your group is divided and the two half groups compete ' 
with each other. Prepare for public-speaking as well, as each person is required to give a 3-minute 
informal talk. 

Day 3 Is for the Individual Obstacle Course, Command Tasks and Final Group Task. 

On Day 4, there wiH be a Board ConfererK» during which you wilt be asked questions. Based 
on total assessment, a decision is taken. The selected candidates are asked to go through a med¬ 
ical examination while others are sent home. | 
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one becomes a Mapr General. 
This has led to many pi'ople 
dropping out by sivking pro 
mature retirement and seek¬ 
ing greener pastures else¬ 
where. Fighting for the coun¬ 
try's honour cannot be 
pushed too tar, especially 
when one comes home on 
leave and compares oneself to 
one's friends and counter¬ 
parts in civilian life. 

Many serving officers 
disagree with this analysis. 
They say that the army pro¬ 
vides so many facilities that if 
one were to pay for them, any 
salary would compare 
fa\ourably. We have men¬ 
tioned some of these facilities 
above. The comparison thus 
ignores many hidden benefits 
of army life. Of course the 
problem of lack of upward 
mobility is a si'rious one, due 
to which many serving offi¬ 
cers leave the armed forces. 
Nothing much can be done 
about it, however, since by its 
nature, the army must oper¬ 
ate in a pyramidal structure. 

Several suggestions have 
been put forward to bring 
back the attraction of the 
armed forces. It is felt that the 
country has to give prece- 
dena> in society and out of 
turn dispensation to soldiers 


and ex-servia*men, together 
with respect and honour 
when they return to civilian 
life. By doing so, jobs in the 
armed forces could be made 
attractive once again. On the 
other hand, many people also 
feel that the fore'es w'ould do 
well to cut down and become 
a "lean and mean" force. It is 
also suggested that the fora*s 
should intriHhice compulsory 
army .service for a few years 
fur all citizens, which will 
help them imbibe discipline. 
Rather than maintain a large 
aimy, it can bank upon such 
trained people in times of cri¬ 
sis by recalling them as and 
when required. This will 
reduce the expenditure to a 
groat extent and also have a 
reserve fora* which can be 
called upon at short notice. 

A Service of 
Honour 

cvice m the armed 
forres IS a service of 
^honour. No wonder 
people are proud to be 
in the Army. Some of this is 
being eroded as pay, promo¬ 
tion and prestige are declin¬ 
ing. Earlier, a soldier never 
looked at his pay packet and 
felt honoured to serve the 


nation. Slowly, that is going 
out of fashion as materialism 
is increasing. Little do we 
realise that when it comes to 
the crunch, it will be the ser¬ 
vices that will protect the 
country. 

Studies of war have 
proved that a soldier makes a 
sacrifia* not because he is 
courageous or more patriotic 
than his civilian counter¬ 
parts. He certainly does not 
do it tor the pay he receives. 
The only reason he dies with¬ 


out thinking twice is due to 
his belief that he is a superior 
being because of w'hich he 
cannot let himself down in 
the eyes of the nation. How is 
this feeling of superiority to 
be inculcated in the soldier 
so that it becomes a part of 
his personality to automati¬ 
cally manifest itself during 
battle? That is the question 
before the nation, because 
integrity of the forces will 
deteimine how strong we are 
as a nation. 



CAREERSPEAK 

Col Bimal Bhatia joined NDA in July 1996. 
Mter three years of training In NOA and one 
year at the IMA, he got commissioned in June 
1971. His father was in the Indian Air Force 
and, having being brought up in the services 
environment, it was natural for Crri Bhatia to 
consider a career in armed forces. 

He feels that today, young people are turning too soft and do 
not have a yen for adventure. Also the desire to make quick 
money and get rich propels the younger generation to other 
avenues which are now available. His advice to youngsters is to 
have a happy mix of^tudies, games and sports. They should 
deveop hobbies and other interests, which will help in develop¬ 
ing a well-rounded personality. They should choose a career 
which really appeals to them and not because it has some 
added 'attractions'. “If you do what you like to do, you will make 
a success of H’. he says. 

According to him the Indian armed forces are one of the most 
professional in the world. The dedication to duty of Indian olti- 
cers and soldiers has been acknowledged world wide. 
Comparing the present scenario with the past he says that, 
weapons and equipment are now hi-tech and sophisticated. 
The type of warfare has changed drastically. The expertise 
required at various levels is much higher, and since tfie human 
factor retains its significance, the quality of leadership must 
continue to be exceptional”, he says. 

After retirement Col Bhatia intends to pursue defence and 
strategic studies relating to mass communications. 

Col Bhatia has been an avid reader of The Competition Master 
and recommends It for preparation of all Defence-related exam¬ 
inations. 

He has two daughters. He says that they will be tree to chooee 
their career but, if they wish to join the aimed forces, they win 
be encouraged. 
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QgTTIMO IWTO 

ARMY 

• 1 Nitional Mane* teadwny: Age 16*19 years 
QutMcOnns Class 12 Look out for advt in Apnl and October 
every year 

2. a) Indian MHIlary Acadamy: Direct Entry through CDSE 
conducted by UPSC and SSB Intennew Age 19-24 years 
Qualifications Degree or equivalent Look out for advt in Apnl and 
October every year 

b) Enginaari n g graduatss: Age 20-27 years Selection 
through SSB Interview Quabficalions Engineenng degree Look 
out for advt in Apnl and October every year 

c) Unlvaralty Entry Seboma: Final and pre-final year stu¬ 
dents of Engineenng d^ree course Selection through Campus 
Intennew and SSB Interview Look out for advt in July 

• 3 a) Officars Training Acadamy: Short Service 
Commission (Non-Technical) Age 19-25 years Qualifications 
Degree or equivalent Selection through CDSE and SSB Inten/iew 
Look out for advt in March and October 

b) Short Service Commission CTachnlcal ): Age 20 27 
years Qualifications Engineenng degree Selection through direct 
SSB Intennew Look out for advt in March and October 

• c) Short Service Commission (NCC Special Entry 
Schama): Age 19-25 years Qualifications Graduate with 50% 
marks and 2 years service in NCC Selection through direct SSB 
Interview Advt appears in October/November 

d) Woman's Entry Schama: Age 19-27 years 
Quali^bons Graduate/Post graduate Selection through direct 
SSB Interview Look out for advt in June and December 

For more information on selection to the Army wnte to AMI 
Directorate General of Recruitmg, Army HQ West Block III RK 
Puram, New Delhi - 110066 

NAVY 

1 Permanent Commission 

a) Cadet Entry (NDA), Cadet Entry (Executive) Naval 
Acaoemy Goa (through NDA Exam) Qualifications Class 12 with 
Physics and Maths Age 16-19 years 

b) Graduate Special Entry, Naval Academy, Goa (through 
CDSE) OualificatKm B Sc with Physics and Maths or BE Age 
19-22 years 

c) Direct Entry Naval Armament inspection Cadre. 

Qualifications BE or PG degree in Electronics or Physics Age 
19-25 years 

d) Diract Entry Law Cadre: Degree in Law with minimum 
55% maiks Age 22-27 years 

2. Short Sarvica Commiaaion (Men and Women) 

a) Law Cadre: Quakficabotts Degree m Law wilh mmimum 
55% marks Age 22-27 years 

• b) LogMca Cadre: Qualfficatiorw BA(Econs)/B Com with 
second division or graduation wrth degree/diploma in Material or 


Awmep Fowegg 

Ftnanctal Management Age 19-25 years 

c) Air TVaflic Control (ATC): B Sc with minimum 50% marks 
in Physics and Maths Age 19-25 years 

3. Education Branch 

Parmanent/Short Sarvica Commission : MA degree in 
Physics, Maths Chemistry, Computer Science. Humanities or 
Engineering Age 21-25 years Men and women can apply for 
Short Service Commission 

4. Engineering Branch (Marina Enginaare 

a) Permanent Commission: Csrlef Entry (NDA) or (Tech) 
Qualifications Class 12 wrth PCM Age 16-19 years DInel 
Entry: Qualifications Engineenng Degree Age 19-25 years 

b) Short Service Commission: Qualifications Engineenng 
degree Age 19-25 years 

5. Engineering (Naval Architacta) 

a) Cadet Entry : Class 12 wrth PCM with minimum 70% 
marks in aggregate Age 16-19 years 

b) Direct Entry: Degree in Naval Architecture or 
Engineenng Age 21 25 years 

6. Electrical Branch 

a) Parmanent Commission: Cadet Entry: Qualifications 
Class 12 with PCM wrth minimum 70% marks Age 16-19 years 
Direct Entry: Engineenng degree Age 19-25 years 

b) Short Service Commission . Engineenng degree Age 
19 25 years 

For information on selection to the Indian Navy, contact 
DDMPR(R&R) Naval HQ, Sena Bhawan New Delhi 110 011 
Tel 3011213 Fax 3792957 

AIR FORCE 

1 NDA : It has a 3 years course before one is inducted as a 
Riot Trainee at the Air Force Academy Qualifications Class 12 
with Physics and Maths Age 16-19 years 

2 Air Force Academy (CDSE): Qualifications B Sc with 
Physics and/or Maths or BE Age 19-23 years 

3 NCC . Qualifications B Sc with PhysKS and/or Maths and 
a C certifeate of the NCC Air Wing Age 19 23 years 

4 Flying Branch (Transport/Hellcopter Pilots) : Ai^e 19- 
23 years relaxable to 25 years for those holding Commercial Pilot 
License Applications are called by AIR HQ followed by SSB 
Intennew 

5 Techniral Branch (Aeronautical Engineering: 
ElecbonIcB or Mechanical) Qualifications BE/B Tech/Degree 
with PCM 

6 Ground Duty Branch: Qualifications First class graduate 
or second class post graduate Age 20-23 years for graduates 
and 20-25 years for post-graduates Entrance through SSB 
Interview B Com/M Com graduates can apply for Accounts 
Branch In Meteorological branch, the qualificabons required is 
MSc 
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She mnirsel Ghiwiiig hnws 


D r Peale has narrated an interesting 
and highly rewardiiig story of a 
young nran who was an expert in 
inventing excuses. He created ohjections 
where none existed. He countered 
suggestions which could improve his 
life. Every positive suggestion was 
mauled by a negative one. 

The wise Dr I’eale tried a trick. He 
said. "It is rcally a shame that life is treating 
you so badly and that you are a failure. It 
is too bad that you an’ breaking down and 
going to pieces. I feel sorry for you." 

The young man was cut to the quick. 
He retorted, "1 am not a failun*. I can do 
things." 

"Now, that's wonderful If you would 
get up each inoimng and talk to vourselt 
in the nurmr as you are now talking to 
me, you would soon convince yourself th.it 
you have strength and power and 
possibilities within you." 

In order to realize this strength, power 
and possibility, vou have to change your 
self-image. It is just as easy to talk of 
success as it is of failure. But there are 
people who convert themselves into 
willing doormats of their ownselves. This 
piwr self-image is of their own creation. 

The ideal is to build a positive 
image, to build strengths to balance 
weaknesses. 


However, the truth is that many 
people arc insecure and also suffer from 
negative self-image. They cannot do as 
good as they should and, in turn, spread 
poor image psychology all around. 

Smokers are more likely to .spread 
.smoke culture and shirkers arc more likely 
to spread work-is-to-be-shunned 
philosophy. When something goes wrong 
with a person's mental screen, it distorts 
his view ol reality, resulting in defeat. 

Ihc way to break out ol this vicious 
cycle ol negativity is to repolish your 
mental screen bv picking up new values 
and new ways of seeing things. 

We can control our self-image by 
changing the way we sec ourselves. 
The mind is the ultimate creator of 
reality. If we believe our nose looks 
awful, no amount of reassurance from 
friends will make it look any better. 
So when you are unhappy with 
something about yourself, examine 
your own attitude first. 

If you are determined, you can recast 
your mental scrc-en. You need, will-power 
awareness and hard work. Instead of 
focusing on your glasses or your face, 
concentrate on, say, your voice or your hair. 

You may have a beautiful, sweet voice. 
Better yet, you could choose to concentrate 
on a spiritual value which age cannot 


I wrinkle. You could cultivate to become Mr 
j Nice. Considerate and calm, 
j The current values ot your friends are 
! aimed at wearing fancy clothes, or 
j projecting a diffeienl image. Why should 
, you ape them? Why not be your own man? 
i Many are not clear about what their 
'••self-image is, its consequences and when 
they should rhiinge or reinforce parts of 
it. If they were dear about how they 
would like to turn out to be, there would 
be fewer problems. 

I A [verson smokes the first cigareth 
because he cannot .say no to a friend who 
is a smoker. Another finds it difficult to 
sdv no to alcohol because his friends 
mocked at him when he tried to say no. It 
takes supreme confidence anil a good self- 
image to stand up to others who try to 
I topple you from your pedestal. 

! To change your image, you have to 
I be more aware of your reactions and their 
I causes. You have to start by liking 
I yourself more often than you dislike 
' yourself. A certain amount of insecurity 
! should be normal. Otherwise we appear 
I insufferably snobbish. 

! Insecurity, in fact, makes us try harder 

I and be better. But too much of it paralyses 
I us into inaction. In extreme cases it can 
j lead to self-hatred at the subconscious 
! level. 
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Action Plan 


W klTli down your plus points on «i 
slip and stick it up in a prominent 
position where you can sec it first thing in 
the morning and last thing at night. 

Uo not focus on the minus points 
There are people who have trouble st‘cing 
good about anyone—even about 
themseh'es. He warned. 

Tach day >ay to yoiirsell, "1 am 
improving." Ignore the wart that has burst 
out Small tilings put together total into 
big things 

Examine which of your images are 
taken from others and arc not things that 
you can work with. For example, the 
handsome boy on screen in the company of 
a model or actress. However, good it mi^t 
be, it cannot work for you. Cut it out. 

He realistic. If you have been shy all 
'. inir life, it is going to take a while for you 
lo shed lliih shrinking habit. Aim at 
making one good friend instead ol trying 
two, IhriM' nr more. If you think that this 
is dillicull, be the first lo start a 
ronversalion in any situation or even to 
be the tii st to smile. A smile and a "hello" 
are among the besl coni’ersalion openers. 

List of Actions 

N ()W prepare a list of actions which 
tit into your new image. This may 
include clothes that go well with the new 
image personality. You could work on new 
I'oinersalioiial ambits like anecdotes or 
jokes It you don't have the knowledge, 
aeijuire il. 

Examine which of your bad points 
you have to change to fit your new 
glowing image. If you slouch, you need 


I to stop. If you are a blabbermouth, you : esteem. 

I need to control your tongue. If you are ; Personality can always be changed 
i dubbed a bore, ' brighten your i or improved. Even physical appearance 
conversation. Stop using cliches. If you ! can be improved by cashing in on your 
I interrupt when others speak, check | good features and downplaying your 
: yourself. | weaker points. Most importantly, our 

I Once ynu liave worked out a realistic ' attitude towards ourselves is definitely 
I new self-image, p/rfim' the new you in | in our control. We can accept what we 
I various situations. This technique helps | cannot change and work on those we can 
I in generating now eagerness and /.est for ; change, or we can invest ail our energy 
! further action. ! on feeling negative about the 

At the end of every d.iy, review what ! unchangeable, 
you have done. < live yourselt a mental i It you invest less negative emotion 
pat for some action you particularly like, i on your height, weight, hair or those 

' it does not have lo be something big or : unsightly pimples, they will become 

! momentous, jusi something nearer your j neutral and therefore just a part ol your 
; goal of a new you. background. Being over critical of yourself 

j Analyse where did you go wrong? j is bad. Heiiig critical helps you to iinpmve 
I How can you prove? Concentrate on doing and become better while being uncritical 
I better the next time instead of on how ' keeps you static. 

I you blundered. i liveryonc can do something at which 

Living up to the new image takes I he is giHid. Manifestations of these talents 
; time and patience. It cannot happen ' are shown to us in siruill things. Ixrok for 

I overnight Give yourself lime. Above all, ' them. The show—though seems 

. tell yourself daily that you like yoursell | unimpi)rt,jnl. The little success which hints 
and that you are going lo live up lo your : at gmat capacity we think of no account, 
expectations. , Wc fail to take tlie vital lollow-iip. We fail 

l)i Harold ). Hoxie says, "He ! lo capitalize on a lutural gift, 
dissatisfied enough to improve but ! The most important thing that can 

■ satisfied enough to he happy." ; happen to you is lo find out that there is 

You need change—a change lor the , something you can do as do well. These 
' better. Change your negative fei'lings by , talent show-throughs are dynamite. 

changing expressions of your face. They are flashing lights signalling 
, postures of vour hoily, and your verbal enormous genius, showing where your 
: expressions. . real power lies. 

! Many facets of ourselves are.ictually : An eminent scientist was once 

■ in our control Decent dressing or a little ’ .isked the secret ot liis success and well- 
self-disciphne can help us shed .i tew i groomed personalitv. He replied, "1 
extra kilos. A (harming perso.ialitv i.in ' pray as il everything depends on God. 

i acid much to our average .ippearanre A ‘ Then 1 work as it depends 

' good character does much for our sell on me " 
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WoridofTiGliliiigWtinls 


W HAT is the funniest 
tiling in the world? The 
answers will be as numerous 
as the readers who respond to 
this question. However, most 
(we guess) would be ofl the 
mark. Perhaps, someone 
would come with the correct 
answer: words 

Words can be great tun. 
Used wrongly thes produce a 
chuckle, a smirk or make one 
burst out in a hearty laugh. 

They are en| 0 \able, 
notwithstanding their 
W'rongness h. fact, the more 
the wrongni'Ss, the more 
playful or funny they become 
A good-intentioned man 
introdua'd a writei friend of 
his who was coming up as; 
Meet my friend He is an 
upstait in writing. 

t.)gden Nash, a v\ ell- 
known practitioner ot the art 
ot playing and juggling with 
words, once wrote, "All the 
female women in town are 
after me." One mav ask Are 
there any male women? He 
also forgot that one’s sister and 


mother are also on die female 
side! 

Negatives are yet another 
way to get humour from i 
words "He turned away with 
a heart tull sore, and never was 
seen none no more." 

Clouding your words 
intentionally can also create 
humoui. It irritates tlie puritan ■ 
and serious searcher after 
meaning Hut to the men'seeker 
ot tun, it prc'vides it m plenty • 
"Mrs S. was the last to enter 
slowly with her huge nose 
pointed skyward she headed 
for the distant horizon " 

The use of l.atin words 
might impress the scholar but 
it results in hcavyness and that 
results in humour. Dickens : 
called ear "auricular ■ 
appendage". Hut the prize 
must also go to American Ring 
l.ardner, "Bob's hairsuite 
adornment (hair) was ' 
disturbed by one of his 
spouses' digits." 

Inverted insertions are 
also used to goiKl purpose: You 
sit in the office at 244 Madison i 


Avenue, You have a 1 
responsible job, havenue? ! 

To the same category ! 
belongs this: The truth about | 
Rumanians and Serbs gets on 
m\ ner\es! 

Correct spelliugis ahvay s 
the "in thing". The Icners of 
modernity ma\’ raise eye¬ 
brows on misspelt words. Hut ■ 
the tact cannot be denied that 
they also provide humour. 
They ha\e a flavour and fun 
of their own. 

Josh Billing's essay on the 
mule is a classic example. It 
attracted no notice when 
published in correct spelling. 
But it became a hit when he 
changed the spellings. Sample, 
"The mule is half boss and half ' 
jackass and then kums tu a 
full-stop. Nature discovering ' 
her mistake." 

Another effective way to , 
create humour is to employ ' 
words with correct spellings 
but putting them in tlie wrong ‘ 
context; As 1 sat tliere, I was | 
surrounded by a coipae of j 
experts. List to my tail. 1 girded j 


up my lions. 

However, in this class, this 
story' carries away the trophy: 
He found consolation in the 
vast and comfortable Iwivn ot 
his aunt. l\’w boioni^ were i.s 
rushed as hers. Of course', there 
were days when a bosom was a 
bosom and a vast herd I'f bosom 
ranged the western plains. 
With the advance of 
civilisation, the bosom gave 
wa\ and is now practic.dlv 
extinct. (It necessary, check up 
the dictionary, please, in good 
luimoiir). 

Now, read this: If you say 
anytliing about my show sa\’ 
my snakes are as aarmless as 
new born babies. 

Nash had also found a 
new use of commonplace 
expressions. Speaking of a 
poet's compositions, he 
observed: His verse was 
worse. So it was not vi'orth 
taking notice. 

Will Rogers, the famous 
humorist has tills to contribute: 
"No nus is good nus. And 
Happy nue year." 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Should Raggini bB BamedP 


The nans that a student has been sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment because he com¬ 
mitted a ghastly murder under the /^iiise of 
ragging is disquieting indeed. The incident 
has brought into focus once again the sadist 
tendencies exhibited bg many students in the 
garb of having "harmless fun". This fun, 
however, has cut down many a budding career 
as many students have been unable to come 
j to terms with the torture and indignity they 
} have to go through on joining a college. 

In this issue, we debate an issue which 
j is generally ignored but has serious implica- 
tions. /^s institutions have been unable to 
j control it and victims scared to speak out, do 
j we need other ways of having fun? Why da 
j we indulge in ragging at all? What are the 
! remedies'^ The topic would surely touch many 
! oj our readers who may haiv gone through 
j this meaningless ntual 

Mr A Ragging is a strange phe¬ 
nomenon which has become very 
i popular in colleges across the country. 

As long as it remains fun, perhaps 
; there can be no objections to it. It is a 
j vvav of making friends or perhaps 
I playing a practical joke on a fresh 
I entrant to the college. Many young 
I people take it in that spirit. However, 
j it is a sad fact that in some profes- 
i sional institutes, particularly engineer- 
i ing and medical colleges, it has not 
I remained merely fun. Taking advan¬ 
tage of the vulnerability of freshers, 
some seniors resort to mental and 
physical torture. Sexual abuse and 
playing out sadistic tendencies are 
common. The problem remains hidden 
till a suicide takes place or even a 
• murder. For some time, we are seized 
with the issue but forget it till the 
next incident. Perhaps, we need to 
thrash out the distinction between 
ragging and bullying. The transition 
to a new- institute for any young 
person should be a pleasant 


experience. 

MtB You ccrtiiinly have a point 
and 1 disagree with extreme forms of 
ragging. But there us also a fun element 
involved in it. As the session starts, 
people are free and want to have some 
light-hearted fun. It also gives an 
opportunity for seniors to make friends 
with juniors and vice versa. Often, a 
camaraderie results out of a few 
incidents of ragging. I think tliat is a 
good way to make a transition to a new 
college. It also prepares the youngsters 
for a new life: in school they may have 
had a pnitected life but the world is not 
as simple as that. So, it is an e.ssential 
step into adulthood. Why grudge some 
fun to the seniors? Moreover, if it is a 
thing like fetching cold drinks for 
seniors from a canteen, what could be 
wrong with it? Last year, in our college 
we had the girls read out the library 
rules substituting the word "books" 
with "boys". It was hilarious when they 
read that boys could be borrowed for a 
week at a time and that borrowers 
should take good care of the boys and 
so on. F.verybody had a nice time. As a 
concept, there is nothing wrong with it 
Perhaps, steps need to be taken so that 
it does not go out of hand. If such an 
incident occurs, the victim should 
complain to the authorities. That could 
be a way to control the menace. 
However, if you ask me whether it 
should be banned, I would disagree 
with it. 

MrC That is not a gcxxi argument at 
ail. WItv wait for an incident to nappen 
before we take action? Also, the last thing 
diat a fre^cr can do is to complain to the 
authorities, for fear of further harassment. 
Even when complaints are made, the 
college authonties tend to hush up the 
case, as they do not want their institute to 
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get a bad name. Surely, tlie answer is to 
control these things before they happen 
rather than wait for a suicide or a murder. 
We must remember that the victim is also 
somebody's son or dauglitcr and insti¬ 
tutes should take steps to protect the 
youngsters. You mentioned a case of 
liarmless fun. But one has heard of 
several horrifying stories in presti^ous 
institutes like the HTs taking place. The 
audwrities liave done nothing, except for 
hushing tliese things up. To prevent 
extreme cases, 1 think the practice of 
ragging should be baiuied altogetlter from 
colleges. Offenders should be treated like 
criminals and stilf punishments should be 
imposed uhder the penal code. If fun is 
the objective, the college should host a 
parly in which youngsters can introduce 
themselves. There Ls no need for ragging 
to take place. 

MrD 1 feel that this a very good 
idea indetni. This way one can have fim, 
get introduciHl and make friends. After 
all, it is not written on anybixly's fore¬ 
head tliat one is a sadist. Why even give 
an opportunity tor such latent tendencies 
to surface? Even if one is not a sadist, 
there arc chances of ragging getting out 
of hand. It was reported last year tliat in 
a girls' college in Delhi, some seniors 
asked treshi'rs to go out and say 
something obscene to passers by. Asking 
them to make proposals to tlie opposite 
sex is also quite common. Most of the 
activities show bankruptcy of thought. 
Frankly, 1 do not see anything fuiiny in 
all this. I would also like to point out 
another drawback here. Very often, a 
fresher is from rural backgrounds com¬ 
ing to the city for the first time, or he 
may not be from a well-to-do family. In 
sud\ cases, one may not be fluent in 
English or may wear clothes which may 
not be considered fashionable by city 
folk. Under the garb of ragging, they are 
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ridiculed. Sometimes this may rwult in a 
person Icwmi; amfidence altogether. I 
would like to ask iiow if> a city person 
better tluin one brought up in a villagi-? 
What right den's .invhody have to play 
with the career of a disadvantaged 
person’ 1 hey should lie helped to get 
over their tears and not made the butt of 
jokes, because ol this, I feel that ragging 
is the most inhuman form ol having fun. 

MrE 1 think you are k’ing too harsh 
on a simple matter. As you say, many 
people are from rural areas. They may 
not know how to dress and speak, dnee 
they go through the pnicess of ragging, 
they will know liow to behave and he 
accepted by the college society. Other¬ 
wise, they will never lenrn. So ragging 
d(X‘s serve a purpose. If the college 
organises a party, it becomes too official 
and people cannot mally have fun, 
Ragging is a means of informal interac¬ 
tion, Yes, we should not overdo it. Kept 
at the level of harmless fun, I see nothing 
wnmg 111 it. Perhaps college livluri'rs 
need to keep an eye on the activities of 
students in the first few days. Students 
should form their own si-curity teams 
and take rounds. Hostels should he 
monitored as well. This way they can 
ensure that ragging dot^ not cross the 
line of decency, Suggesting stiff punish¬ 
ments is all very well, but does it stop a 
demented person fnim committing a 
crime.’ Perhaps the [’rohlem has to he 
solved by the institutes themselv es 
rather than creating more laws. 

Mr A T his is all very well, inil 

remember that institutes have not been 
able to solve the problem on their own 
It has to go in the purview of law 
enforcing agencies ('ne reason why 
the problem has gmwn is that the 
tormentor knows that nothing will 
happen to him. llis Iriends will stand 
by him, the fresher is too scared and 
the institute wants to protect its 
reputation. In any case, se.xual assault, 
murder or torturing someone and 
driving him to suicide are not ordinary 
offences, liven it notliing like this 
happens, a more common cKCurrence is 
that the fresher may just lun away, 


giving up dreams of higher education. 
We are discussing this from the point 
ol view ol students only. I suggest we 
ask the parents or families of a victim 
as to how they feel aboiil the whole 
thing. We may well discover a world 
of shattered dreams and also what 
tliey feel about "harmless fun". When 
we weigh the advantages and the 
disadvantages ot ragging, w'e will find 
that It IS an unjustified activity. I do 
not think we can defend it—even if 
one life is lost as a consecpience ol 
ragging, it is quite a useless sacritice. 

We have to slop the menace. It may 
well start as harmless tun, but usually 
gets out ot hand because even Ihe 
seniors are, after all, students 
themselves. They are quite immature 
and unable to distinguish betwem 
what is right and what is wrong. 

MrB Wc cannot deny Ihe fact that 
there arc many trustrated youth in our 
midst as also some mentally sick per¬ 
sons. There is the herd mentality as 
well, when even an otherwise sensible 
person will lose his sense of balance 
and inflict great cruelty on a hapless 
fresher. The line helween liarmlcss tun 
and bullying is a tliin one and easily 
crossed. In a crowd, one dtu's not really 
realise Ihe consequences of (nic's 
lUTions. 1 was in favour of harmless fun 
but alter listening lo Ihc aiguments of 
all of you, I think it may he better it we 
banned ragging ol all kinds Students 
must feel sate in institutions. As it is. 
there are a number ot ni'gnli\ e 
influences on youth and exposing tlieni 
lo dangers ol ragging is something that 
can be well avoided. 1 do noi know 
I how the lashion of ragging came into 
being at all. It is not our culture nor 
; does one hear of such things in 
; institutes abroad. It seems to have 
; started because the young lire idle and 
, have nothing bettei to do. Having lun 
' at somebody's expense seems to be a 
' good pastime. It gets out of hand 
because institutes are lax on this 
point. It is time they started becoming 
strict so that the confidence and 
; careers ot young hopefuls arc not 
: destroyed. 


MrC There are ktler wavs of 
becoming friends with freshers, if that is 
the objective. You 0100110111 x 1 alvnil 
parties: tliat seems to he a very goiKl 
idea. Instead of the college organising 
them, the seniors ran organise informal 
parties tliemsclves so tliat they do not 
become too officious. These days activi¬ 
ties like ciiitnkslian are very common and 
perhaps there is no better way of becom¬ 
ing friends with someone than by 
singing. Picnics and outings can Iw 
organised as well. Let us accept that 
ragging is just another torni of bullying 
Then' is no point encouraging il. Il 
should he treated like a crime Suite 
prevenlion is Ix'tler Ilian cure, we have 
to slop incidents like the one in Tamil 
Nadu where a meilical htiideni was 
killed, l•vol 1 it one is not killed, ragging 
inflicts great indignitv. It is an ulterh 
useless activity traught with dangers. 
Anyone wlio says that il is liarmless tun 
should think where it tan load to. It ^ 
all veil’ well to say that the murderer 
was a ileiangeil psychopath hut llie 
poiiil is; why should helpless fiesheis 
lie exposed tliat kind ol a lisk ai alL’ 

This is one incidenl ivhiili ..'aiiu' lo lighl 
beciUise o( the trime, hul wTial about 
the coimlless people who may ha\e 
sulfered liarassmenl aiul imlignitv 
hecaiise of this thing called ragging ’ 

The inurder just points to a tip ol die 
irebeig What is hidden niav be moie 
impoilant and niav be doing iiion 
haini lo young minds that we cm 
imagine. 

MrD We have had an iiilen'sting 

discussion and all ol us aiv inon' li'ss 
. agreed that ragging is notliing bi t 
. bullving and should be Ireati-d like anv 
other crime Most ol ui. tliink il is 
hcirmli-ss lun and that is why iiislihites 
ari' lax alxiul it. But il tends to get out of 
hand and there is no stopping the cruelly 
iiiHictixl on freshers. As practised loda\, it 
serx'es no purpose and tlicre are other 
ways of gctluig intrixluccd to freshers. 

T he Tamil Nadu case points lo tlie crinit's 
tliat may be committed under the guisi' of 
; ragging and we may be well off if such 
; activilics are banned. Colleges should be 
place's of learning and not bullies. 
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ESSAY^WRITING 


HauourofWniing 


Essay has become an importanl part of 
several competitive exams, especially Civil 
Services (Mains). This series has been started 
to help readers dnvlop the art ol essay- 
writing. 

Style is the flavour of your writing— 
i its quality and spirit. It is like personality 
j in you. It is something that comes tmm 
j within. 

I To capture this elusive quality and 
! make it liLs own. is the goal of everyone 
j who wishes to write effectively. Here are 
! some important hints. 

I First, and most important, your style 
' is shaped by your objective. Your choice 
i and arrangement of words stem from a 
; purpose which is to communicate facts, 

. ideas or concepts h' the layman who is 
unfamiliar with secrets and subtleties of 
style. 

Second, voiir style is shaped by your 
own present environment. You write like a 
twentieth-century communicator and not 
. like an eighteenth-century essay-writer 
because that is what you are not. Ldmired 
I compositions arc outdated. 

Third, your style is shaped by your 
; own f’orsonalits -by your own approa< h 
• to the subject, by your approach !o your 
I reader or llic audience. You have to bring 
; yourself to his level of understanding and 
\ information. 

j Components of Style 

The choice of words comes first. This 
j aspect of style is called diction. For easy 
reference, let's call it taste, because that is 
i what we do; exercise taste in word 
selection. 

Second is the use of comparisons and 
figures of speech. This aspect of style is 
called metaphor. We will call it touch — 


1 that magic touch that lifts your writing 
I out of the rut and gives it a shine of 
I distinction. 

! The third aspect is rhythm, or i 
! timing—a pattern of stresses and pauses ; 
. which gives your writing a lyrical quality, i 
Together these three elements ! 
contribute to the one characteristic which : 
, distmguishcs a front-running essay and 
: savs to the reader; "This is colourful, 

, imaginative prose." 

; At the core of style is taste, taste in 
! the selection of words. As in picking out 
1 a suitable wardrobe, there are certain 
; things to avoid and certain things to try 
; for. 

Steeped in the study of Fnglish 
literature as some of us are, we have a 
I tendency to pick heavv W'ords and write 
I ponderous sentences. We strive for a 

■ literary style, forgetting that the basic 
: purpOH' ol writing is communication, not 
i ornamentation. 

St^■le, you see, can literally go in and 

■ out of style! 

Closely associated with orna- 
; mentation is verbosity—the use of a 
. whole phrase when a single word will 
I do^ the use of a long word instead of a 
short one, the use of an abstrartion 
i instead of a concrete word, employment 
of foreign terms instead of simple words, 

' use of unfamiliar words instead of the 
j familiar ones. 

It is a case of trying to show oil yoin 
, vocabulary or your command of sentence 
i structure, instead ol trying to put your 
i idea across simply and effectively. 

I Readers are impatient of verbosity. 

' They want quick results, movement, 

I interest, sharply defined pii lures, brilliant 
i quips, or epigrams. 

' One basic element of good writing 
] is: padding is unforgivable "sin". The 


second is: always write to express, never 
to impress. 

Verbosity, at its worst, can trap you 
into laughable word usage. Shun it. 

Avoid expressions that, through 
overuse, have lo^their shine-terms like 
"the happv pair', "passed into eternity'|, 
"left tor his heavenly abixle", and so on. 

Avoiding the hackneyed can come 
. only through a constant striving on your 
part to come up with fresh images. For 
, this, you have to .shed mental la/inoss. 

Good writing is not an accident. It 
; is more likely the result of painstaking 
' effort by a Writer with an understanding 
mind, keen observation, and practiced 
ability to exercise taste in word selection. 

While vour style should appear to be 
tiu' least laboured ot all aspects of writing, 
this does not mean that in the 
■ development ol style you wait for some 
' slrangi' and automatic inspiration to sway 
vou. You can work at developing your 
style. 

1 lere are quick suggestions; 

When a particularly good hit of 
phrasing occurs t(' you--)ol it down. When 
you observe something new, or something 
old in a new light, jot ch'wn vour reactions. 

lot down, 1 ( 10 , those words that striki’ 
vou as being unusually vital nr colourful 
as v'Hi come across them in your reading. 

Work at your style so that it becomes 
your trademark. (). Henry's comparisons, 
for example, are always unique. You can 
open his volume at random and find 
specimens- 

She had hair the coloiii ol a gold 
certiticatc. 

He loosened up like a wave in the surf. 

He had a voice like a bmnchitis. 

Don't be afraid to inject a bit ot 
"poetry" into even hard-boiled writing. 
You can touch anybody if you have a style. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 


May: BeforeaiidAfierIndependence 


Before Independence 
Besides witnessing the beginning of 
great Indian Mutiny on May 10, 1857, 
months of May have registered such 
epoch-making events as introduction of 
Indian Reforms Bill in the House of 
Commons by Lord Montague on May 
29,1919; beginning of Assembly Case 
trial on May 7, 1929; announcement by 
Subhash Chandra Bose to form Forward 
Bloc within Congress on May 3, 1939; 
conuncncement of triangular talks at 
Shimla on May 5,1946 and rejection of 
its proposals thereof by the Congress 
Working Committee on May 24,1946. 

In this section we shall focus on two 
incidences, z>iz.. Subhash Chandra 
Bose's meeting Adolf Hitler and dates 
with Indian broadcasting. 

Bose’s meeting Hitler 
The failure of Cripps mission, which 
brought a promise of 'Dominion Status 
after the World War' was widely 
welcomed. It gave Japanese enough to 
rethink about Indian freedom 
movement. Resolving differences in 
approach, the army, navy and foreign 
office ot Imperial Japanese (iovemmenl 
agreed to invite leader of A/.ad Hind 
Fau) ir Gcrmiiny. In a cruciivl meeting 
on May 29, T942 Subhash Chandra Bose 
met Adolf Hitler While referring to the 
distance factor and the only way out 
being 'advancing over the corpse of 
Russia' for the German to reach India, 
Hitler vi. tuallv ruled out any 
declaration to that effect. However, he 
suggested a journej' by submarine for 
the Indian leader to Japan. 

Incidentally, it was in May 17th, 1943 
that Subhash Chandra Bose started a 
Political Mission in Tokyo 

Indian Broadcasting 
Following transmission of programmes 
by Radio Club of Bengal in November 
1923, the Madras Presidency Radio Club 


I was formed on May 16, 1924 by a 
, group of dedicated amateurs, with 
I Visamnt Goshan, the Governor of 
I Madras, as its patron. The Marconi 
; Company, as in the case of Bengal Club, 
j cleared desks for providing technical 
I rt^juirements for transmitter, etc to it. 

I On the other hand, not many of the 
I Indian States under British rule evinced 
I a strong enough interest in 
i broadcasting. After Hyderabad and 
I Mysore, it was His Highness the 
I Gaekward of Baroda who laid tlic 
I foundation stone of Baroda 
I Broadcasting station on May 1, 1939, 
i the same year also saw the opening of 
I Trichonopoly station (now 
I Trichurapalli) on May 16. 

I 

i After Independence 
I The long array of events which India 
; witnessed during its post 
I independent history include mergers 
j of Baroda and Chandernagore on 
I May 2, 1950; commissioning of the 
I first Naval Airbase in India in 

■ Cochin on May 11, 1953; formation 
j of the State of Gujarat on May 1, 

; 1960; Gulzari Lai Nanda's taking 
' over as acting Prime Minister of 
India following the death of Pt 
j Jawahar Lai Nehru on May 27, 1964; 
j India carrying out her first 
I underground nuclear explosion at 

■ Pokharan, Rajasthan on May 18, 

1 1974; Phu Dorjee's becoming the first 
; Indian to be on the Mt Lverest 
! without oxygen on May 9, 1984; 
j Bachendri Pal becoming the first 
] Indian to set foot on Mt Everest on 
; May 23, 1984; Atal Behari Vajpayee's 
! taking over as the 'first non- 
I Congress' Prime Minister of India 
i and his subsequently loosing 'vote of 
i confidence' on May 28, 1996. 

I In this section we shall focus on 
Sonia Gandhi's May and emergence 
i of varied educational institutions. 


Sonia's May 

Months of May have been quite 

circumstantial for Sonia Gandhi. For 

instance, on May 11, 1981 her 

husband Rajiv Gandhi formally 

entered politics and irimically, after 

I 10 years and 10 days, on May 21, 

I 1991 he was assassinated. Notably, 

I on May 21, 1995 Sonia Gandhi 

I received the first Birsa Munda award 

for upliftment ol Tribals on behalf of 

her late husband Rajiv Gandhi. It 

was also during the month of May 

(in 1995) that a group of 

Congressmen purified' Congress by 

installing Narain Dutt Tiwari as the 

j new party President and leaders ol 

the rival camps, intimidating on 

Indira's name, virtually queued up at 

the 10 Janpath to seek Sonia i 

Gandhi's patronage. Eventually, it I 

I was on May 8, 1997 that Sonia 

[ Gandhi formally announced her 

T entering into politics bv joining 

j Congress Party as primary member j 

I of the Delhi Pradesh Congress. ! 

1 

I 

j Education 

I The month of May witnes.sed the 
! emergence of a wide range of 
i educational institutions. For instance, 
j on May 1,1948 the Armed Forces 
! Medical College Pune was 
i established. Later, on the same day 
! in 19h4 the Ravi Shanker University 
I was established. On May 4, 1972 the 
: Film Research Foundation was set up 
I at Bombay. To commemorate the 
j birth anniversary of Gurudev 
; Rabindranath Tagore, on May 8,1962 
the Rabindra Bharti University was 
established in Calcutta. And fur the 
cause of furtherance of science and 
technology, on May 13, 1964 the Birla 
Institute of Technology and Science, 
Pilani was registered as a society 
under Rajasthan Society Register Act 
1958. 
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\A.S. (Preliminary) Exam, held on the 8th June, 1997 


We are grateful to Sarvshrt Maiioj Aujia of Amritw, Susbil Kumar 
of Dei'lali South (Nashik) and Stircsb Pai for sending to us the Ques¬ 
tion Booklet of this examination. 

1. About 50"'.. of the world population is concentrated be 
tween the latitudes of 

(a) 5-N and 20"N (b) 2()''N and 4trN 

(c) 40"N and 60‘’N (</) 20''S and 40“S 

2 . 1 - 1 


- payil ,Mlliw>|r 


A rertan>;ular plot ol lawn shown in tiu' lij;ure has dimen¬ 
sions 'k' and ' and is sunounded by a gravel pathway of width 
2m. What is the total area of the pathway? 

Ill) 2x -t 2v + 4 (/') 2x + 2y -f K 

ti'l 4x + 4y + 8 (d) 4x + 4y + 16 

5 Allaudin Khiiji declared himself as 
111 ) rule-i-lhnd (b) Kaisi-i-Hind 

{(') Zil-i-Ilahi (d) Hin-i-llahi 

4. Match last! with 1 ist 11 and .selei t the correct answer by 
using tlie codes gi\ en below the Lists: 



l.hl I 

(Climatir londilioiif-) 
Madras is wanner 
than C alcutta 

B. Snowfall in 
Hinialai as 

C. Kainlall decn'ases 
from West Bengal 
to I’unjab 

U. Sullej-Cianga Plain 
gets some rain in 
winter 

Codes: 


List II 
(Reasons) 

1. North-East Monsoon 
2 Altitude 

3. Western depressions 

4. Distance Irom sea 

5. Latitude 


in both the countries. The countries are: 

(a) France and Switzerland 

(b) Switzerland and Luxembourg 

(c) Luxembourg and Belgium 

(d) France and Belgium 

6. Ihe average rate of domestic savings (gross) for the In¬ 
dian economy is currently estimated to be in the range of: 

(ii) 15 to 20 per cent (b) 20 to 25 per cent 

(c) 25 to 30 per cent (d) 30 to 35 per cent 

7 The tendency ol a liquid drop to contract and occupy 
minimum areas is due to: 

(ii) surface tension (b) viscosity 

(i ) density (d) vapour pressure 

8. The pituitiry gland by virtue of its tropic hormone’s con¬ 
trols the secretory activity of other endocrine glands Which one 
of the following endocrine glands can function independent of 
the pituitary gland? 

(a) Thyroid (b) tionads 

(c) Adrenals (d) Parathyroid 

't. The average monthly income ol a person in a certain 
family of 5 is Ks KKIO. What will be the monthly average income 
of a person in the same family it the income of one jn-rson in¬ 
creased by Rs 12,1)00 jvr ye.ir? 

(fl) 12(H) (/•) IhOO 

(c) 2000 Id) 3400 

10 Match List I w ith I .ist 11 and selc’ct the correct answer by 
using the codes given bei )w Ihi* Lists. 


I.isl 1 

A. Butler ('ornmittec 
Report 

15. Hunter (I'.clucation) 
Commission (1882) 

C Hunter Inquiry 
Committee Report 
(Wpr, 

I). Muddiman Committee 
Report 

Codes: 


List II 

1 jallianwala Bagh 
massacre 

2 Relationship bi*tween the 
Indian Sl.iU's and Paramount 
I’owei 

3 Working of Dvarchy as laid 
down in the Monlagii- 
Chelmsford Reforms 

4. The growth of education in 
British India and potenti<ili- 
tios ot its further progress 


5. The economic and monetary union of 15 European coun¬ 
tries is pniposed to be made by 19*W. But the currencies of two 
countries, franc, have already the same value and circulate freely 
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11 Match l.i'it 1 with List II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given helow the Lists' 


List 1 


List tl 

A Deccan Traps 


1. Late cenozoic 

B. Western Ghats 


2. Pn'-cambrian 

C. Aravalli 


3. Cretdccous-liocene 

1), Narmada-Tapti 


4. Cambrian 

alluvial deposits 
Codes: 


5. Pleistocene 

A B 

C 

D 

(11) 3 5 

1 

4 

(b) 3 1 

2 

3 

(r) 2 1 

3 

4 

(d) 1 4 

2 

.S 


12. The number of industries for which industrial licensing 
is required has now been reduced to: 

{a) LS {b) 6 (c) 33 (</) 20 

13. Which one of the following is a vectt)r quantity^ 

(n) Momentum (/>) I’ressurc 

(c) Hnetgy (d) Work 

14. Oxygen transportation in a human body takes place 
through? 

1. Blood 
2.1 .lings 
3. Tissue 

The c.irrect sequence ot transportation is; 

(rt) L 2, 3 (h) 3, 1, 2 

(c) 2, 1, 3 (d) L 3, 2 

15. The characteristic odour of garlic is due to: 

(n) a chloro compound (/>) a sulphur compound 

(c) a fluorine compound (d) acetic acid 

l(i. The head ot the Military Pay and Accounts Department 
imder the reorganised central machinery ot administration dur¬ 
ing Akbar's reign was 

ill) Diw.in (/)) MirBakshi 

(c) MirSaman (di Bakshi 

17 The January isotherm taken as a basis for dii iding India 
into tri-pical and subtropical /.ones is- 

(a) 21'r (h) 18-r (c) 12V (d) 15T 

18. 


R 



In the given figure, if QRS is an equilateral triangle and QTS 
is an isosceles triangle and x = 47", tlicn the value (in degrees) of 
V will be: 

(a) 13 (/I) 23 (c) 33 (d) 43 

19. ".They are people of yellow complexion, oblique eves, 

high cheek bones, sparse hair and medium height." The reference 
here is to; 

(a) Nordic Aryans (fc) Austrics 

(c) Negroids (d) Mongoloids 

20. What IS the correct si'qiiencc of the ikscciuUnK order of 
the following States in respect of female literacy rates as per the 
1991 Census? 

1- Mizoram 

2. Kerala 
3 Goa 
4. Nagaland 

Choose the correct answer using the* codes given below. 

Codes: 

(n) 2, 3, 1, 4 (/.) 2, I, 3, 4 

(c) 2, 3, 4,1 (d) 1,2, 4, 3 

21. The tail of a comet is directed away from the sun be¬ 
cause: 


(a) as the comet rotates around the ^un, the lighter mass of 
the comet is pushtd awav due to the centrifugal force 
alone. 

(fi) as the comet rotates, the lighter mass of the comet is 
attracted by some star situatcil in the dm'ction of its tail. 

(c) the radiation omitted by the sun exerts a radial pres¬ 
sure on the comet throwing its tail away from the sun. 

(d) tile tail of tliecomet alwav*'exists in thesiimeorientation. 

22 Corpus luteiim is a mass of cells toimd iiv 

(«) brain [b) o\ary 

(c) pancreas (i/) spleen 

23. (.iiven below are two statements, one labelled as .‘isser 
tion (A) and the other labelled as Re.ison (R): 

Asscriioii (A); The sponsor and the most prominent figure of 
the Chisti order of Sufis in India is Kliwaja Moinuddin Cliisti. 

Rowo;/ (R): The Chisti order takes its name from a \ illage 
C liLsht in Ajmer. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one ot the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A. 

(b) Both Aand R arc true but R is not a correct explanation 
of A. 

(f) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 


24. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists: 


Ijst I 
(Minerals) 

A. Coal 

B. Gold 

C. Mica 

D. Manganese 


List 11 

(Typical areas of occurrence) 

1. Bhandara 

2. Karanpura 

3. Hutti 

4. Nellore 
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Codes: 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

on 


A 

1 

2 

3 

2 


B 

3 

3 

4 
1 


C 

2 

4 

2 

4 


D 

4 

1 

1 

3 


25. In which one of the following countries will the no-con¬ 
fidence motion to bring down the government passed by the leg¬ 
islature be valid only when the legislature is able to find 
simultaneously a majority to elect a successor government’ 

((?) France (!>) (iermany 

(c) Italy (d) Portugal 

2(i. In the series, POQ, SRf, VUVV, the blank space refers t.i 
(fl) XYZ (l>) XZY 

(c) YXZ (d) YZX 

27. The sum of which of the following constitutes Broad 
Money in India? 

1. Currency with the public 

2. Demand deposits with banks 

3. Time deposits with banks 

4. (.)ther deposits with RBI 

Choose the correct answer using the codes gi\ i‘n below. 
Codes: 

(a) I and 2 (M 1,2 and 3 

(i ) 1,2, 3 and 4 (d) I, 2 and-1 

2 «. 



A smooth inclined plane is inclined at an .uigle 0 w ith the 
hori/onta' as '^.hown in the above figure. A body starts trom test 
and slides down the inclined surface. T he time fiiken by the body 
to reach the bottom is’ 



fill 

12/ 

(<0 

h 

(b> i 


1 Plh 

f2h 

0-) 


(j) .SiiiB^--- 


29. “A graduate at 18, professor aiul associate editor o! the 
Sudharakai 20, ix'cretary of the Stirva/iinik snWwnnd of the Provin¬ 
cial Conference at 25, Secretary of the National Congress at 29, 
leading witness before an important Royal Commission at 31, 
Provincial legislator at 34, Imperial legislator at .36, President of 

the Indian National Congri*ss at 39.a patriot whom Mahatma 

Gandhi himself regarded as his master." This is how a biographer 


describes; 

(rt) Pandit Madan Mohan MMlft'fW'” rubiw Liu 

(b) Mahadev Govind Ranade **-0--Uti»irpara, Dbi..Haoi{hl r 

(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhalc 

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

.30. Which one ol the lollowing is an active component of oil 
of clove? 


(rt) Menthol (!>) hugenol 

(<■) Methanol (d) Ben/aldehyde 

31. Consider the map given below: 



The river shown on the map is- 

(i/) Irrawaddy (/>) Mekong (c) Chao Phraya (d) Silween 

32 Which one of the lollowing was NOT [iroposed by the 
7.3rd Constitutional amendment in the aiea ot Panchayati Raj? 

Ol) Thirty per cent seals in all elected rural local bodies 
will be reserved tor women candidates at all levels. 

(h) The Slates will constilule tlwir Finaiiie Commissions 
to allocate re.sounes to Panchayati Raj institutions. 

(i) The Panchayvt! Raj elected functionaries will be dis¬ 
qualified to hold their offices it they have more than 
two children 

on Ihe elections will be held in six months time if 
Panchayati Raj bodies are superceded or dissolved by 
the Slate government. 

33. According to the late.st census figures sex ratio in India is: 

Ol) declining (b) stable (c) incre.ising (d) fliictiiatmg 

34. T he most reactive among the halogens is: 

00 fluorine (l>) chlorine (c) bromine (d; icidme 

35. Which one ol thi following organisms is likely to show 
the highest concentratioii of DDT once it has been introiiuced into 
the ecosystem? 

on Grasshoppei (b) Toad (c) bnake (d) Ciaftle 

36. Hiere are tlinv drawers in a table, t )ne contains two gold 
coins, another two silver coins, and the third, a silver coin and a 
gold coin. One ot the dtawers is pulU-d out and a coin is taken out. 
h turns out to be a silv er coin What is the probabilitv of drawing 
a gold coin, if one ot the other two drawers is pulled out next and 
one of the coins in it is drawn at random’ 


fs /fA ".svV, 
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(a) 375% (/») 50'’.<, (r) 625% (d) 75% 

37, Who ciniong the following was associated with the sup¬ 
pression ot Thugs.’ 

(a) tieiieral Henry I’rendergasl fh) Captain Sleeman 

(i) Alexander Burnes 

(il) (.'aptain Robert remberlon 

38. The Alamatti dam is on the river 

(i7) Godavari (b) Cauvery (c) Krishna (li) Mahanadi 

39, W’hich one of the following States of India Iws passed a leg¬ 
islation (in IW) making the maintenance of one's parents mandatory? 

(a) Kerala (b) W'est Bengal 

(r) Maharashtra (d) Himachal I’radesii 

40. Match I .ist I w ith I ist II and select the correct answer by 
using the (tides given below the lists' 


list I 
(rTi’iiM 

A. Morley Minto 
Reforms 

B. Simon Coimnission 

C. The Chauri-Chaura 
incident 

D The Uandi March 
Codes: 


/.IS/ If 
(Kc'stilla) 

1. Countrywide agitation 

2. Withdrawal of a movement 

3. Communal Electorates 

4. Communal outbreaks 

5. Illegal manufaeture of Siilt 


try where: 

(a) there are no reserved constituencies 

(b) a two-party system has developed 

(c) the first-past-post system prevails 

(dj there is a fusion of Presidential and Parliamentary forms 
of government 

45. Match List I with List II and s(>lect the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists: 


List I 

(Cimmittivs) 

A. disinvestment of 
shares in Public Sector 
Enterprises 

B. Industrial Sickness 

C. Tax Reforms 

D. Reforms in Insurance 
Sector 

Codes: 


list II 

(Cimiml by) 

1. Rajah C'helliah 


2. Onkar tioswami 

3. R.N. Malhotra 
4 C. Rangarajan 


41 In the following figure' 


46. Alpha-keratin is a protein present iiv 

(a) blood (b) skin (r) wool (if) eggs 

47. Which one of the follovvi:ig is paramagnetic in nature? 
(fl) Iron (b) Hydrogen (c) Oxygen (d) Nitrogen 

48. When three coins are tossed together the probabilitv that 
all coins have the same fare up i;.' 


P is 301) km eastvvaid ot () and (J 4(K) km north ol O, R is exactly 
in the middle ot Q and P I he distance between Q ;uid R is: 

(ii) 251) km (/’) 300 km (c) .350 km (if) 2,50 km 
42. The Poona Part which was signed between the British 
government and Mahatma k.aiidhi in 1934 provided tor. 

(i?) the civalion ol dominion status tor India 
(h) sep.irate elwtorale lor the Muslims 
(c) separ.ite electorate for the 1 larijans 
(i/i joint electorate with reservation lor I larijans 
4,3. Which .me of the following was used as a chemical 
weapon in the I’lrsl World War? 

(a) Carbon monoxide (/’) Hydrogen cyanide 

(c) Mustard gas (if) Water gas 

44 Proportional representation is NOT necresary in a coim- 
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49. Which oneot live followuvg factors Ls responsible lor the change 
in live ngular direction of the eceaiv ciirreivls in live Indian (Veaiv’ 

(ii) Indian Ocean is 'halt an ocean' 

(|i) Indian Ocean has Monsoon drift 

(f) Indian Ocean is a land-locked ocean 

(if) Indian Ocean has greater variation in salinity 

50. Match 1 ist i with List II and select five correct answer hv 
using the cikIcs given below the I isls. 

List I List II 

A. SuratSplit 1.1929 

B. Communal Award 2. 1928 

C. All Party Convention 3 1932 

D. Poorna Swaraj 4. 1907 

Resolution 5. 1905 

Code.s: 


V': , ■--- r'2Wf^^^SS 'nft.i>:nTivp-TYPF OiJPfiTinN«l 




■il Consider the map given below; 



I Ik' predommant languages spoken in the areas marked A, B, 
C and D are respectively; 

(a) Brajbhasha, Bhojpuri, Maithili and Awadhi 
{b) Awadhi, Maithili, Bhojpuri and Brajbhasha 

(c) Brajbhasha, Awadhi, Bhojpuri and Maithili 

(d) Maitlrili, Bhojpuri, Brajbhasha and Awadhi 

52. The number of students in two sections, A and B having 
different heights is shown in the following Table: 


Idsi 1 

A. Chittagaon 
Armoury raid 

B. Kdkori tlonspiracy 

C. l-dhore Conspiracy 

D. Cihadr I’arly 
Codes: 


List II 

1. Laid Hardayal 

2. jatin Das 
,5, Surva Sen 

i. Ram I’rasad Bismil 
S. N'asucieo Phadke 


58. Which one ot the lollovving pairs is correctly matched? 

(a) Teak . [ammu and Kashmir 

(b) Deodar . Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Sandalwood : Karnataka 

(d) Siindari . West Bengal 

59. Which one of the lollowing is cultivated by transplant¬ 
ing seedlings? 

(a) Maize (i>) Sorghum (c) Onion (d) Soyabean 

60. Consider the map given below: 


liuighl 

(NumIxT of studunt.s with that height) 

(in mi'lres) 

in Section A 

in Section h 

1.55 

3 

2 

1.60 

7 

b 

1.62 

12 

14 

1.65 

15 

14 

1.68 

8 

9 

1.71 

6 

5 

1.75 

3 

4 




The ratio of the number of students of a particular height in 
Section A to that in Section B is the maximum for the height of. 

(a) 1.55 m (b) 1.60 m (c) 1.65 m (d) 1.71 m 

53. The canal-carrying capacity of Parrakka is: 

(fl) 75,000 Cusecs (b) 70,000 Cusccs 

(c) 10,000 Cusecs (d) 35,000 Casccs 

54. The Prime Minister of which one of the following coun¬ 
tries is chosen by the ruling prince from a slate of three candidates 
put up to him by the President of France? 

(fl) San Marius (b) Liechtenstein 

(c) Malta (d) Monaco 

55. One of the important agreements reached in the 1996 
Ministerial Conference of WTO relates ic 

(fl) commerce in information Technology 

(b) Multilateral Agreement on Investment 

(c) Multi-fibre Agreement 

(d) exchange of technical persoimel 

56. Which one of the following has the highest fuel value? 

(fl) Hydrogen (b) Charcoal 

(c) Natural gas (d) Gasoline 

57. Match List i with List II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given betow the Lists: 



ti' 




The placi’.s marked A, B, I and 1' m the map are respec¬ 
tively: 

(rt) Rift \ alley region, Chatlisgarh plain, Rain shadow re¬ 
gion and Chotanagpur plateau 

(b) Chatlisgarh plaiii, Chotanagpur plateau, Kift valley 
region .ind Rain sh.idovv region 

(c) Rift valley region, Chattisgarh plain, Chotanagpur pla¬ 
teau and Rain shadow region 

(d) Chattisgarh plain. Ram shadow region, Chotanagpur 
plateau and Rift valley region 

61. Match List I with 1 .ist 11 and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists. 

List I Lht II 

(Crops) (Geoi^raphical conditions) 

A. Barley 1. Hot and dry climate v,ith poor soil 

B. Rice 2. Cool climate with poorer soil 

C. Millets 3. Warm and moist climate with high 

altitude 

D. Tea 4. Hot and moist climate with rich soil 
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Codfs; 


(.,) 
!/■'■ 
'.. ) 


I) 

T 

o 


1 


(>.' 1 in- iVt.rM'^ IlIsIc'.I (i>ni^)iilor lids hi'cii .ilili' ki piTlomi 

(iis ill I H'l 

(./) iO o|HTiili(ins |UT sctnnd 
(h 111 opcidliiins [\'r scMnul 
III III uporiitioiis JUT si'uuid 
i'l/l !<• ()|ii.-iiiliiins jHT‘sraind 
('■' I lie I5,isi|iif scjiaratist organi/iihun is .icliv (' in 
Ml ^’■llss|,l III) Cvprii.s (() I’ortiij^dl III) Spiiin 
('I llic iolliiwmi' Uihlc shows the per lent elwnp.e in ihe 
iiiii.uint 111 siili's (ill lupiTs) ill ditfiTiTit leliiil stores m .1 j;iveii 
iu'n>hl)oiii)ioin.l iTiiukcl 111 the period IWo ti. I'W'i' 


l\i tdll Ur 

iVi iTiU ('funi^c 

Ill'll lo I'Wt 

I'HI-l III I'lilS 


• 111 

10 

/.'■ ,i..i 

■?t' 

■lO 

( I'/i..' 


-(-12 

ih’.i, 

7 

IS 

1 .'-yiilil 

(17 

-s 


ll the ^.iles.itAnshiistore.imoiiiiled toKsKLiklisin lWt,theii 
tlie iinioiiiil I'l sales iin lakh-, ol rupee') at that store 111 I'Ms was- 

iM "‘O iM s no (, issti (d)‘Ui.s 


(1S 



I 111 i'laiie' iiieu iii \ is ie\ ■ 'K iiie ;ii an ellipueal oihit anuiiid 
Ihe sun IS shown ir. ihe i;i\eii li;j;iiie The kiiK'tu eiierf;\ ol nier- 
eini 's .'iiMle-i at li>e point l.ihelled, 

!.■; A ij’i r> (.) ( i.-'i I) 

I 0 Mail'll last I -ivitli I isl II and sek'it the lorrei't answerb\ 
lisii.',’, the I'oili's "l-n i' below the I ists 

I I.I I ll:fll 


\ 1 .lipl.l 

I'l I ll iiiilelki 

lu t li.Oiikia 
1> I’lllaia 
t odes 

A 


I. Itadaini 

2 ranainalai 

3 Khajuraho 

4 Deoi^arh 


M) 

(h 


I) 

2 

1 


( 1 /) t 4 I 2 

(i7 C I'osider the map ei\en below 



1 he pliKes iiiarki'd A, Ik (. and 1) 111 the niaji are lespectiveK 
known tor the cultivation ob 

(id fjiniiiidiiut, raei, tobaeio and sugarcane 
lb) );roiindniit, siigartane, raj^i and tobaeio 
(e) ra^i, sugarcane, groundnut and tobacco 
{ll) ragi, groiindmit, sugiiriane and tobacio 
f-tS. The lilni Tlw Abikiiii; 0 ! tlw A yuttiiut has been dnected bv 
(ll) Peter Listinoi 
(/’) Kichard Attenbi'roiigh 
(c) Shyaiii benegal (J) Mira N'air 

(>>, "Prom Aieh in the tar north-west to lorres Strait in Ihe 
east IS SOOO miles, almost as la' as trom I ondoii to hagliilad I he 
archipelago has I -I,!)!)!) islands, sonu- mere ei|iiatorial nu ks, oth¬ 
ers sonieot the largest 111 the world " This description best Cii.'- 

(ll) VUist Indies (/') lapan 

li) Philippines (J) Indonesia 

7(1 Human Uewlopinenl liidev lompiisesliteral\ tales,lite 
evpi'ctancv at birth and 

(ll) tiros, Domeslii Piodui t [ht head in US doll.iis 
(/>) (ifoss LJoinestii Piodiict per head at real pun li.isuig 
jiower 

(.) tiioss National Proihicl in L'S dollars 
(ll') National Income pei head in I N dollars 

/ "I. iX major health mission larried out in l‘■)‘•(■l was. 

Ill' \sar against leprosx (/>) small-po\ ei'idKalion 
( 1 ) Pulse polio iiniiuini/atioii 
( 1 /) popularisation ol oral rehvdration therapv 
72 It tin- numbers represenling volume and suctace aiea ol 
a I'lihi' are eijual, then the length ol the i-dge ol Ihe tube in terms 
ot the unit ol ineasmement will be¬ 
lli) '' {i’l 4 (. 1 s (lb ll 

■^3 VVhiih one ol the tollowing statements ivgarding Asolniri 
stone pillars is iiiu'i i-ivt’ 

til) Ihese are higliK polished 
{b) These are monolithu 
(c) The shalt lit pillars is Papering in shape 
( 1 /) 1 hese are parts ot architectural .structures 
74. State tuiuiing ol elections takes place in. 

( 17 ) U.S..‘\. and C anada (I’l ISritain and Sw itzerland 
(c) Prance .md Italy (dl Germany and A ustria 


<150 f. Ai- -a I .or,'i'-! 1 1 ; ll in ma.. i 1 . i 1 





75. Which of the following places are known for paper manu¬ 
facturing industry? 

1. Yamunanagar 2 Guwahati 

3. Shahabad 4 Hallarpur 

Choose the correct answer usiiig the codes given below. 
Codes: 

(fl) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 (if) 2, 3 and 4 

76. Consider the following graphs. 




rile behaviour of a fictitious slock market index Iconiprising 
a weighted average of the market prices of a selected list ol com¬ 
panies including some multinational corporations (MNC's)l over 
a 15-d.iy period is shown in the graph. The behaviour of theMNl's 
in the san c period is also shown m the second graph Which one 
of the following is a valid conclusion? 

(a) MNC's fell steeper m the period depicted 
((i) Share prices of every 'lon-MNC company soared bv 
over .5% on the I2th day 

(c) Ciovernmcnt announced a policy distavouring M.N('s 
on till' Util day 

(if) Whatever be the reason tavouniig market n-vival on 
the 12lh day it appears to be relevant only to iion- 
MNC companies 

77. Which one of llic following pairs of composers in difler- 
ent languages and their works on the Mahabharata theme is cor¬ 
rectly matched? 

(i?) Sarladasa . Bengali 

{b) Kasirama . Oriya 

(f) Tikkima . Marathi 

id) Pampa . Kannada 

78. Match List 1 with List 11 and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists: 


List 1 

Inst 11 

(Comnmditit'^ fXjwh'd 

(Coiiiilrii'K ol 

fnmi liidin) 

dcsli lint ion) 

A. Iron Ore 

1 Riissi.i 

B. 1 eather goods 

2 U.SA. 

C. Tea 

3 iapan 

1). Cotton fabrics 

4. U.K 

Codes: 

5. C an.tda 


in) 

(h) 

(<■) 

td) 


A 

5 

3 

1 

3 


C 

2 

4 

4 

1 


D 

3 

2 

3 

T 


74. Tlie concept of Public Interest 1 itigalioii originated in: 
(a) the United Kingdom (b) Australia 

(c) the United Stales (if) Uaiiada 

81). The length, breadth and height ol a room are 'T, 'b' aiTd 
'll' respei lively The perimeter ol the ceiling expressed as a per¬ 
centage of the total area of the four walls is 

in) 100 h (!•) 100/h (i) h ul) h/100 

81 What is the average fat lonleni ol bullalo milk? 

(a) 7.2% (M 4.5"„ \.) ‘>0"" (</' K'O"'' 

82 It the Prime Minister ol India belonged to the Upper 
I louse ot Parliament. 

(a) he will not be able to lole in Ins f.n oui in the event of 
a no-ionlideiice motion 

(/)) he will not be able to speak on the budget in the 1 ower 
House 

(i) he can make slalfments onlv in the I ipper 1 louse 
ill) he has to become a member ol the Lower House within 
SIX months alter being swm n in .is the Prime Minister 

83. M U. Setahad, P.\ l\.u'and .Mladi Krishn.iswamv her 
were distinguished members ot tbe' 

iii) Sv\arajPart\ 

(/>) All India Nsilicial Liberal I eder itioii 
(c) Madras L.ibour I'nion 
(t/) Servants ol India Soueli 

84. The tribal population m ;\iidaman .ind .\i( obar Islands 
belongs to the 

ill) Australoid r.Ke (/; t'.iiua'.oij i.ii e 

(c) Mongoloid race (i/) Negroidi.i.e 

85. ( aven below are two statements, one labelled .i'- Assi r- 
tion (A) and the otliei labelled as Re.ison (1\)‘ 

A M'lliou (A) I he reservation ot tliiitv-three peru-nl o! -.e.ils 
loi women in Pailiament and State Legislatures diu-s not ri'(.iuire 
Uonslitutioiial amendment 

/'Icii.'id/i (k)’ Political p.irlies contesting eleitions'.m allocate 
thirtv-lhiei- per cent of seats they contest to women candidates 
without any C.onslitutional amemiment. 

In the context of the above two statements, whu h oni' ol the 
lollowing IS correct? 

(n) Both Aand R a re true and R is the correct explanation ol.A. 
ib) Both Aand Rare true but R is not a correct explanalion 
ol A 
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(f) A is true but R is fake. 

(J) A IS tjisf but K is true. 

8 (). Whit'll oiif of the following dances involves .solo perfor¬ 
mance? 

(ii) Bhiirtiliinatyam (h) Kuchipudi 

|i) .Vlohininttam (d) Odissi 

87 What is tlie corrivt chixinolegical sequence of the following? 

I Wood's Education Despatch. 

2. Macaulay's minute on education. 

3 The Sargent Education Report. 

4. Indian Education (Hunter Commission). 

{fl)2,l,4,3 (f>) 2, 1,3,4 

(c) 1,2, 4, 3 (<0 4,.3,1,2 

88. The group of small pieces of rock revolving round the 
sun between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter are called: 

(fl) metrars (b) comets (c) meteorites (d) asteroids 

89. Which one of the following is used as an anti-freeze tor 
the automobile engines? 

(ii) Pmpyl alcohol (|i) Etlianol 

(c) Methanol (d) Ethyleneglycol 

90. Seven persons P, Q, R, S, T, U and V participate in and 
finish all the events of a series of swimming races. There are no 
ties at the finish of any of the events V always finishes some¬ 
where ahead of P P always finishes somewhere ahead of (j. Either 
R finishes first and T finishes last or S finishes first and U or Q 
finishes last. If in a particular race finished fifth, then which one 
of the following would be true’ 

(ti) S finishes first (li) R finishes second 

(c) T finishes third (d) R finishes fourth 

91. Which one of the following scripts of ancient India was 
written from right to left’ 

(a) Brahmi (h) Nandnagari 

(c) Sharada (d) Kharoshti 

92. W'hich one of the following techniques can be used to 
establish tlie paternity of a child? 

(fl) Pmtein analysis (b) Cliromosome counting 

(i ) Quantitative analysis of DNA 

(d) DNA finger-printing 

93. It the earth's direction of rotation is reversed, what would 
be the 1ST wli 'n it is noon at the Internatiimal Dale Line? 

(ii) 06 311 hrs (|i) 03.30 hrs 

(cl i8 30hrs (d) 17..30 hrs 

94 . Bishop Carlos Eelipe Ximenes Ik'lo and Jose Ramos Horta 
who sh. red the I99ti Nobel Peace Prize are known tor their i\ ork 
lor the cause of. 

til) l ast Timor (M Guatemala 

(() Bosnia (d) Barunda 

93 In the Presidential election in India, every elected member 
of the Legislative Assembly of a State shall have as many votes as 
there are multiples of one thousand in the quotient obtained by 
dividing the population of the State by the total number of the 
elected memfxtrs of the Assembly. As at present (19971 tlie expres¬ 
sion "population" here means the population as ascertained by the: 
(fl) 1991 Census (M 1981 Census 

(f) 1971 Census (d) 1961 Census 


96. In India, inflation is measured by the: 

(rt) Wholesale Price Index number 

(b) Consumers Price Index for urban non-manual workers 
(f) Consumers Price Index for agricultural workers 

((f) National income deflation 

97. W'hich one of the following stars is nearest to the Earth? 

(n) Polaris (b) Alpha Centauri 

(f) bun - (if) Sirius 

98. Consider the following: 

1. Saxena, David, Jain and Kumar were District Collectors 
at places P, Q, R and S respectively in 1970. 

2. Ii\ 1972 they were transferred. Saxena and Jain inter¬ 
changed places. Kumar and David also interchanged 
places. 

3 One year later in 1973 they were again transferred such 
that David and Jain interchanged places and Saxena 
and Kumar were also interchanged. 

What should be the next round of transfers so that all 
the four persons could have been posted at all the four 
places? 

(fl) Interchange Saxena and David as well as Jain and 
Kumar 

(fl) Interchange Saxena and Kumar as well as David and 
jam 

(c) Interchange David and Kumar as well as Saxena and Jain 
(tf) It is not possible toi all the lour persons to have been 

posted at all the four places 

99. I he medieval Indian 'writer v\ ho refers to the discovery 
of America is: 

(fl) Malik Muhammad Jayasi (b) Amir Kluisrau 
(c) Kaskhan* (if) Abul Eazl 

100. Which one of the following conditions is most relevant 
for the presence of life on Mars? 

(fl) Atmospheric composition 

(b) Thermal conditions 

(c) Occurrence of ice i aps and frozen water 
((f) Occurn:nce of ozone 

101. Which of the following are/is slated in the C.mstitiilion 
of India? 

1. The President shall not be a member of either House of 
Parliament. 

2 Ihe Parliament shall ((insist of the President and two 
Houses. 

Choose the correct answer from the codes giv en below: 
Codes: 

(fl) Neithei 1 nor 2 (b) Both 1 and 2 

(c) 1 alone (d) 2 alone 

102. The following are the major oilseeds produced in Indui: 

l.Sesamum 2, Mustard 

3. Groundnut 4. Soyabean 

Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the 
dcscciidmn order of the quantity of their production? 

(fl) 1, 2, 3,4 (6) 3, 2,4,1 

(c) 2,4, 3,1 (d) 3, 4, 2,1 

103. A girl is swinging on a swing in sitting position. When 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUiSXl 


j the same girl stands up, the period of swing will: 

(fl) be shorter (h) be longer 
(c) depend on the height ot tire girl 
id) not change 

104. The famous dialogue between Nachiketa and Yama is 
mentioned m the; 

(u) Chhandogyopanishad (l») Mundakopanishad 

(f) Kathopanishad (d) Kenopanishad 

105. Consider the geographical details given in the tollow- 
ing figure; 




5I*NL 


• A 

SO'NL 


5* EL 

"Fel 


The point nuirked by A in the abo\ e figure indicates a ( (iiin- 
try in 

(d) North America (h) South America 

(f) Lurope (i/) Asia 

106. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer by 
asing the codes given below the 1 ,isls. 

List I list H 

(Fiindionmes) (Oatlm or aftimuilioiis) 

A. President of India 1. Sccrc'cy ot Information 

B. Judges of the Supreme 2.1'aithful Discharge of Duties 

Court .1. Faith and Allegiance to the 

C. Members of Parliament Constitution of India 

D. Ministers tor the 


Union 

Codes: 

A 

(rt) 3 
( 1 >) 4 
If) 3 
(d) 4 
107 


B 

4 

4 

3 


r 

1 

2 

o 

1 


4. Upholding the Constitution 
and the law 

D 

2 

1 



In the map shown in the given figure, rivers labelled as 1,2, 
3 and 4 are respectively: 

(fl) Kosi, Gomah, Ghagliara and Gandak 
{b) Kosi, Ganga, (.'.omati and Ghaghara 

(c) Gandak, Ganga, Gomati and Ghaghara 

(d) Teesta, Gomati, CJhaghara and Kosi 
108. The major component of honey is: 

(fl) glucose (b) sucrose (c) maltose Id) fructose 


109. Arteries supplying blood to the heart are called 

(a) carotid arteries (b) hepatic arteries 

(c) coronary arteries ■ (d) pulmonary arteries 

110. Miliiidiipiiidw is in the form of a dialogue between the 
king Menander and the Buddhist monk: 

(fl) Nagasena (/>) Nagarjuna 

(c) Nagabhatta (ri) Kumarilabhatta 

111. In which one ot the following countries are 7,S per cent 
ol seats in both Houses of I’arliamenI filled on tlie basis of first- 
past-the post system .uid 25 per cent on the basis of Proportional 
Kepresentation system of elections’ 

III) Germany (/>) Italy (c) I'rance (d) Russia 

112. Match l.ist 1 with 1 .isl II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists: 


hd I 

A. Moplah revolt 
B Pabna revolt 

C. Fka Movement 

D. Birsti Munda revolt 
Codes; 


l.w( II 

1. Kerala 

2. Bihar 


(«) 

(h) 

(0 

(d) 


A 

1 

2 

1 

3 


B 

3 

3 
2 

4 


C 

4 

4 

3 

1 


Bengal 

Awadh 

D 

2 

1 

4 

0 


113. The Sixth and tlie Highth Five-Year Plans covered the 
peiiod 1980-85 and 1992-97 respectively. The Se\'enth live-Year 
Plan covered the period 

(fl) 1987-92 (b) 1986-91 (c) 1985-90 Id) 1988-94 

114 Recommended daily intake ot proteins for a moderately 
active woman is' 

(fl) 30 g ((.) 37 g (c) 40 g (d) 46 g 

115. In a group ot persons trai'ellmg in a lius, b persons can 
speak Tamil, 15 can speak Hindi and 6 can speak (iiijarati In 
that group none can speak any other language It 2 persons in 
the group can speak two languages and one person can speak all 
the three languages, then how many persons are there in the 
gioup? 

(fl) 21 (h) 22 (c) 23 Id) 24 

116. Which one of the following edicts mentions the per¬ 
sonal name of Asoka? 

(fll Kalsi (M Ruminindei 

(r) Special Kalinga lidict Id) Maski 

117. Considi'r the map given below. 
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' • " ' ' ' ^ . u, V. » ’**•**'• ^ •' '* •■''>. • * ''I ‘ '**• 


Ot thr four sli.iilod arras in the map, that which is 
fhararlrriscJ hv hot drv summers, mild and moist winters and 
seasonal reversal ot winds is the area labelled. 

>.;) ! (f-l 2 (c) t id) 4 

1 IS In the tollowiii); iiuotation, 

"W I. I Ml M’l.r or INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 
lonsiilute India into a Si'vereign Sonnlhl Scciilnr Democratic Re- 
publii and to set ore to all its citi/ens. 

JUSTK r, social, ivonomic and political, 
l.lltHRl'y ol thought, expmssion, belief, faith and worship; 
liQL'AI riT of status and ol opportunity; and to promote 
among them all, 

I’KAThKNl IY assuring the dignity ol the individual and the 
iiiiilv and integritc ot the Nation, 

In (Mir Constituent Assembly this _2^!_ 

do hereby adopt, enact and give to ourselves this Constitution.", 
'X' stands im. 

(d) Iwentv-sixth day ol )anuary, IWO 
(/i) twenty-sixth dav of November, 144^) 

(i) twenty-sixth day ot lanuary, 

(i/) None of the above 

list l.xamine the following statements regarding a set of 

balls 

1 All balls are black 

2 All balls are white 

f Dnl\ some balls are black 

4 No balls are black 

Assuming that the balls can only be black or white, which 
two ot the statements given above tun both be true, but aniiiot 
both be false ’ Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below 

Codes: 

III) I and 4 
(/') 1 and T 
(c) 2 and T 
(r/) 2 and 4 

12(1 Match 1 isl 1 williListll and select the correct answer bv 
using the (odes given below the Lists 


/-s/ I 

A Rasht'iva Mahila 
kosh 

It .Vlahila Samnddhi 
M>iana 

( . 'ndira Mahila 
Vojana 

D Mahila Samakhya 
I’logiamnie 
Codes- 


Uni II 

1 r.mpowerment ol women 

2. l-diication tor Women's 
l'(|ualilv 

3.1’romotion of .savings amiing 
rural women 

4 Mieting credit neixis ol the 
poor women 


C'V- 


& 




The places marked A, 13, C and D respectively are. 
((?) Matsya, Cedi, Kosala, Anga 
(h) Surasena, Avanti, Vatsa, Magadha 

(c) Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa, Anga 

(d) Surasena, Cedi, Kosala, Magadha 
122 . 



121. The tollowing map show- four of tlie sixteen 
mnlmimuipiidas that existed in ancient India: 
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Aboy standing at the point'(>' in the gis en diagr.im, throws 
a ball three times with the same force, but projecting it along 
different inclinations from the ground. The results of the throws 
have been plotted in the diagram. Which one ol the following Is 
a valid conclusion?- 

(a) The larger the initial inclination, the longer the throw 

(b) The larger the height reached, the longer the throw 

(c) The larger the height reached, the shorter the throw. 

(d) The larger the initial inclination, the greater the height 
reached. 

123 in the Mahayana Buddhism, the Bodhisattva 
Avalokitesvara was also known as- 

(ii) Vajrapani (b) Manjiisri 

(c) I’admapani (d) Maitri'ya 

124. Daily weather map showing isobars is an example of 
(ii) Choiopleih map (b) Isoplefh map 

(f) Chorochromatic map (d) Choroschematic map 

12.'’ Given below are two statements, one labelled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Wi Iful disobedience or non-compliance of Court 
orders and use ot derogatory language about judicial behaviour 
amounts to Contempt of Court. 

Raison (R): Judicial activism cannot be practised without arm¬ 
ing the judiciary with punitive powers to punish contemptuous 
behaviour. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(ff) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A. 






([’) Both A .ind K .iro true hut R is not a correct expLiiwtion 
of A. 

(c) A is true hut K is tiilsv 
(i/) A is [iilse hut K is triu- 

126. Schemes ol (/) I'rkin Micro LiUei['rise's, (//) L’lluin 
Wafic Employment .iiui (i/i) Umismn .met Sheltei i:p>>,i.icl.itu)n 
lire parts of. 

{(0 Intej^rated Rur.il Oevelopment l’rof;r.imine 

(h) Nehru Kojg.ir Yoj.m.i u) |,j\v.ih.\r Rojf;<tr Vo|.m.i 

(if) I’rime Minister's Roi.s’.ir Mii.m.t 

127. A ho.it which h.is .i speed oi s km/hr m still w.iter 
crosses .i river ol u idth 1 km .ili'iiy tlie sliortesl possible p.ilh in 
I'l minutes I lie velocitv of tlie lii er w.ilei in km/hr is. 

(k) 1 (/») T ' hi -1 !./) \4! 

I2S A sur\e\' vv.is eoiuliiiied on .i sample ot lOtKI peisons 
with relerence to their know leclj’,i .>11'.iij^lisli, 1 rench.iiul t.eriii.iii 
The results (it the suri'ey .ire presented in the [;i\ en M'lin di.i);r.im 
I he r.itio ot the iiumher ol peisons wlin do ii.it kiivnv .inv ol the 
three l.iii;;u.i;;es to those wlio know .ill the three l.iiif;uiij;i's is- 



12‘t riiesihei loins issiieil In the t.iipt.is weie i.illed 
(ii) iiiimkii ib] (ci tbihini (./) pii/i.i 

l.fO. VVliuhoneoi tlu'l('llowiiii;ioiinliiesislhe lais;‘’st pro¬ 
ducer ol hiel Will'd in the ni'rld.’ 

(id Indonesui ((’) Kiissi.i | indi.i (d) t hin.i 
l.fl. tiiien below are two statei'iciils .me l.ihelled as.\sse;- 
tioii (A) and the otlier l.ihelled as Keasi'u ihi 

/ts.siT.'i.ai (A) 1 he emergen, e ol ecoii.mii. j^lebaiisindoc's not 
implv till' del line ol soi i.ihsl idei)lo[;\ 

Riy/so// (R) The ideolo>;v ol Soiialism ii.'lii'ies in lainers.il- 
isni and [globalism. 

In the lontexi ol the above two st.iteinents, wiiiih one i.t Ihv 
lollowin;; is correct ' 

(ii) BothAand Rare true and Ri'. tlivioiieilexpl.inali.'niil.X 
(/') BothAand Rari'tiuehutl’isnol.iiotix'itf \p!.inalii'n it.\ 

(c) A is true hill R is iaise 

(d) A IS l.ilse hut K is true. 

1,42. Ilie coiitnhutioii ol India's small scale ,eitoi to ihe 
gross turno\er in the m.iniil.ii lining sei'tor sime hi92 has hei'ii 
ot the order of: 

Ol) 40'!„ (h) 34“,. (c) 3('''.. {(/) 43'"., 

13.3. The working principle of .y washing machine is 
(fl) centrifugation (b) dialvsis 

(c) reverse osmosis (d) dilaision 


1,34. Consider the figures gi\ en helou • 



In the given seijueiiie ol ligiires, the ligiiie lh.it would logi- 
i.ilK appear at hi No 3 is 



|3"> Vl.llch I is| I willl I |sl Ihliid '.eie, I ihe. in'il iiiswcrhy 
using the Hides gwen below the I 's|..’ 


/ (s/ ; 

lAiilk'i I 

A V.iraliamihir.i 
B Vi'>akh,iclatt.i 
(. Siidr.ik.i 
1). Bilh.ina 

('odes; 


/ I! 

' /. 1' 

1 ri.i.i.in.lii I (. h'lil,III,nil 

2 \lri h. Iih.ikiitik.ini 
i Bili.ii '1 iinhi'i.i 

' I li”. r ( o.iii.hagiipi nil 
■' \ iki nn.i.il .Kiel .1, lia- il. 


A B 
(„} ‘ 4 

l/u 3 4 

Il ) 3 

Id I I 3 

1 til One Wl'i \0 1 hil'. e III p.l'S Ihi '.igii ill.' ''lie/ ■ ,.n.ll 
w bile going til'll' Bi.mhiiv i.' 

iill ,\lc>,.nidi 1.1 i', '■me' 

(.1 I’orl Sail! ,:i Ben;:li,i/i 

137 I hi' I )i!iesh l .o- ami I omniiUi e le, o'n:r,eiid''d 
la) ihe const ill it'oii ol Slate lec i! elei In 'll i .'ill nils'.,. ,:is 
(/,) 1 is| '■'istem ol ei(-, lion lii tlie 1 ok Nil'h.i 



(i) ginernnii'nl.i! Uiinim;.', .,| jMili.iiin nlai. cleiiions 
Id) .1 ban on the, .inJi.latuieol indepeiuien!. .indi.l.ili's in 
the parh.mienlaic elei tions 

liK VVhiihol the billowing come iindc'r Non pl,ine\|'eii.tilun' 
I Subsidies. 2 Inlere'-.l I'.u nil'll! 

3, lA'Ivme exjiendilure 

4 Mainten.inre ('.vpenditure lor the inlia'.liin inre i le.ited 
in the pre\'ioiis plans. 
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Choose the roi reel answer usinp the codes ^iven below: 
Codes: 

ill) I iiikI 2 (/>) i and 3 

((■) 2 cMicI 4 ((/) ), 2, 3 and 4 

13^). I he sequencing ot the entire f'enome (the totality of all 
genes) of an organism was i ompleted in I99fi. The organism was; 
(n) albino mouse (h) yeast 

(c) humiin being (d) plasmodium vivax 

14(1, Which one ot the following was a corporation of mer¬ 
chants in ancient India? 

(rt) Chaturvedimangalam (fi) I'arishad 

(<) Ashtadikgaja (</) Manigrama 

141. Match I ,ist I with List II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists 


List I 
A. Malaria 
K. I'ilaria 

C. Encephalitis 

D. Leukaemia 


f.l.sf II 

hone marrow 

ISram 

Muscle 


Codes. 
(H) 

(b) 
(<•) 


A 

S 

3 

4 

,S 


C 

2 

2 

3 

I 


4. Lymph node 
3, Blood cells 

1 ) 

1 

1 

1 


142. National Income is tin- 

(n) Net National Pmduct at market price 
(h) Net National Product at factor cost 
{(') Net iJomestii Product at market price 
(J) Net Domestic Product at factor cost 

143. Which one c>f the follcwing is NtTI a principle of "Panch- 
shcel"? 

(a) Non-alignment 

(b) Peaceful t’o-existence. 

(c) Mutual respect lor cMch other's tei ritorial integrity and 
sovereignty 

(i/) Mutual non-interference in each other's internal af¬ 
fairs. 

144 I)ur'.’;; a flight Ironi l)i4hi to Tokyo the follow'ing are 
the landing airports 

1. Hongkong 2. Hanoi 3 I'aipei 4 Bangkok 
The correct sequi'iice of the lamling at these airports during 
an onwa.d journe\’ is: 

('ll) 1.2, .3,4 fM 4. 2, 1,3 

(c) 3, 4, I, 2 Id) 4, I, 2, 3 

143. Antigen is a substance which 
(a) lowers bc^dy temperature 
(l>) destroys harmful bacteria 

(c) triggers the immune system 

(d) is used as an antidote to poison 

146. The number of limes in a day the Hour-hand and the 
Minute-hand of a clock are at right angles is: 

(rt) 44 (b) 4« I'c) 24 (d) 12 

147 The Badami rock inscription of Pulakesin 1 is dated in 


the Saka year 465. If the same were to be dated in Vikrama Samvat, 
the year would be: 

(a) 601 (b) 300 (c) 330 (</) 407 

148. The MinimumAlternativc Tax (MAT) was mtroduced in 
the Budget of the government of India for the year: 

(a) 1991-92 (h) 1992-93 (c) 1995-96 (d) 1996-97 

149. Which one of the following is present in the largest 
amount in terms of per cent by mass in the earth's crust? 

(fl) Silicon (b) Oxygen (c) Carbon (d) Calcium 

150. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists: 


List I 

(Hazardous Industries 
using child labour leading 
lo the filing of a public 
interest petition in 
the Supreme Court) 

A. Glass Industry 

B. Brassware industry 

C. Slate industry 

1). Handmade carpet 
industry 
Codes: 


(fl) 

ib) 

(<■) 

(d) 


A 

3 

1 

3 

I 


B 

1 

3 

1 

3 


C 

2 

4 

4 

2 


List II 
(Located at) 


1 Moradabad 
2. Marakpur 
.3.1’erozabad 
4. Mirzapur 


D 

4 

2 

2 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(«) 

2. 

(d) 

3. (c) 

4. 

iO 

5 (c) 

h 

ib) 

7. 

(«) 

8. 

(d) 

(«) 

10. 

(d) 

11. (b) 

12. 

in) 

13. 

(«) 

14. 

(c) 

15. ib) 

16. 

ib) 

17. (b) 

18 

in) 

19. 

(d) 

20. 

(b) 

21. (f) 

22. 

ib) 

2.3 (b) 

24. 

ib) 

25. 

(b) 

26. 

(c) 

27. (c) 

28. 

in) 

29. (d) 

30 

id) 

31. 

(d) 

32. 

(0 

33. (fl) 

34. 

in) 

35. (d) 

36. 

i'>) 

37, 

ib) 

38. 

(c) 

39. (d) 

40. 

id) 

41. (a) 

42. 

iO 

43. 

(c) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (b) 

46. 

iO 

47. (c) 

48. 

in) 

49. 

(b) 

50. 

(b) 

51. (c) 

52. 

in) 

53, (c) 

54. 

id) 

55. 

(a) 

56. 

(«) 

57. (c) 

58, 

iO 

59. (c) 

60. 

iO 

61. 

(fl) 

62. 

(r) 

63. id) 

64. 

in) 

65. (a) 

66. 

in) 

67. 

(«) 

68. 

10 

69. («) 

70. 

in) 

71. iO 

72. 

id) 

73. 

(d) 

74. 

id) 

75. (c) 

76. 

id) 

77. (d) 

78 

id) 

79. 

(«) 

80. 

ib) 

81. id) 

82. 

id) 

83. (d) 

84. 

id) 

85. 

(rf) 

86. 

iO 

87, (a) 

88. 

id) 

89. (!»' 

90. 

in) 

91. 

(d) 

92. 

iO 

93. (11) 

94. 

in) 

95. (a) 

96. 

in) 

97. 

(c) 

98. 

in) 

99. (d) 

100. 

id) 

101. (d) 

102. 

ib) 

103. 

(b) 

104. 

iO 

105. (d) 

106. 

ib) 

107. (a) 

108. 

m 

109 

(c) 

no. 

in) 

111. ib) 

112. 

in) 

113. (c) 

114. 

id) 

115. 

(b) 

116. 

id) 

117, (a) 

118. 

ib) 

119. (a) 

120. 

iO 

121. 

(«) 

122. 

iO 

123. (c) 

124. 

ib) 

125. ib) 

126. 

ib) 

127. 

(f) 

128. 

id) 

129. (a) 

130, 

(c) 

131. (d) 

132. 

in) 

133. 

(fl) 

134. 

in) 

135. (b) 

136. 

ib) 

137. (c) 

138, 

id) 

139. 

(c) 

140. 

id) 

141. (b) 

142. 

in) 

143. (a) 

144. 

ib) 

145. 

(b) 

146. 

ib) 

147. (fl) 

148, 

iO 

149. (b) 

150. 

in) 
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Qs. 1-5. Find out the number that does not fit in the series: 


1. 

7; 8; 12; 21; 

36; 62. 





(«) 8 

(b) 12 

(c) 21 

(d) 36 

(f) 62 

2. 

24; 31; 45; 57; 84. 





(fl) 24 

(b) 31 

(c) 45 

(d) 57 

(e) 84 

3. 

15; 17; 22; 27; 33, 





(fl) 15 

m 17 

(n 22 

(d) 27 

(<•) 33 

4. 

100; 121; 146; 169; 196. 





(fl) 100 

(b) 121 

(c) 146 

(if) 169 

(e) 196 

5. 

83; 77; 84; 78; 85; 81. 





(fl) 83 

(h) 84 

(r) 78 

((f) 85 

(e) 81 

Qs. 6-10. Which would be the next number in the series) 

6. 

3; 4; 5; 9; 17; 26; ... 





(fl) 45 

(b) 47 

(f) 53 

(if) 51 

(c) 55 

7. 

2,5; 52; .36; 63; 47;... 





(fl) .59 

(b) 63 

(0 74 

(if) 69 

(c) 75 

8. 

4; 12; 3; 21; 

7; 35; .. 





(fl) 5 

(l>) 9 

(c) 11 

(d) 13 

(<’) 23 

9. 

1; 1; 2; 8; .3; 

27; 4;... 





(fl) 16 

• (b) 24 

(e) 40 

(if) 48 

(e) 64 

10. 

117; 11.3; 10.5; 89; .57; ... 





(fl) 7 

(b) 3 

(e) zero 

(if) -3 

(c) -7 


Qs. 11-14. Find out the missing number: 
11 . 


_ 2 _ 

2 5 J_ 
'f 



12 


3 

25 

4 


19 



(i) 4 


4 


; 

as 

^0 


d 

9 

YO 

,4 


■J 

1 

is 



48 


6 

100 

B 


62 



hi) T (c) h 



(rt) 50 (b) 52 U) 60 (il) 55 (.-) 65 

Qs. 1.5-18. The following questions are based on the leliers 
in the word 'TECHNOLOGY'. 

15. Which word is different from tlic rest tour? 

(fl) CHF.Al (b) THK.H (r) SOOTH 

(il) GOOGL.Y (c) LOCK 

16, Which word is different from the olliers? 

(a) NOTi; (//) CXKll (0 CLONE 

(d) CHANCF (c) HOOT 

17 If all the letters in the word were to he arranged 
alphabetically, a repeated letter heinp used )ust once, wlmh would 
be the fifth tetter Imm the end? 

(a) 1. do H (ON 

((f) O (c) Noite of tiu'se 

18. How many pairs ot letter^ in the word have as many 
letters between them as the\’ have in the alphabetical order^ 

(n) 1 (!>) 2 (r) 5 

(if) 4 (i') .None ol these 

19-23. Find the odd-man out: 

19. (a) HGIT.) (I'l QI’MI. ic) VUSR 

((f) JK;r (c) WX/;\ 

20. (rt) QFNK (b) A/XL; (i ) SRPM 

(J) KIHI-, ic) lilRN 

21 (i.) l:12t: (I.) H)6l, (0 I25M 

(if) n7K (c) ILIM'I 

22 (17) DW lb) HS (.) ig 

(if) LO (c) M 

23. (fl) YI19 (fl) U 9 (,) VH16 

((/) NK3 (c) KM5 

24. 1 low many numbers betwi'en 22 and 55 are divisible by 3? 

5() It) ' .'0 11 (i) 12 (if) 13 (c) 14 

2.''. Count the number ot triangles in the figure given below; 


(fi) 33 (f) 29 (if) 45 (i-) 37 


- - 
10 X4S V ® 


(fl) 16 (b) 12 (cj 20 (d) 18 (e) 24 



(b) 16 (r) 20 

(c) None of these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are fwo sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 



}><) 50^ ;)0) )>Q iXO (XC ^X) ^5 





CAW 

e 

r> A 





%=/" «$> 0-2^ ^ ^ 





0 □ 
□ I 


c—c c :)-c :)—D 

pa pa 1X1 pci 1X1 


■ A o o V 
□ ■ □ 

AO □ ■ O V 






o 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

>H.C 

:)— c 


lOl 

P^l 

P^l 

V 

■ □ 

o 

A 

■ □ 

o 

A 

■ □ 

o 


A T 
V 


ctx 


© T 
n 




□ 

Q 


c 

P:>i 


o A 



/ o*p o ®o p ®pp@o® p O® 

o o o ® o o»o o o o o ® o 



^ ^ % 






0 ^ 
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X ^ Jjp 
X 

^ X w 


3C 

X 

» 

> 

H 

X 

V 

3C 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• ‘Jl* 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

ft • 

• • 

# • • 

-pi • 

• • • 

0* 

0 

0 

0 

0 


“f- “jn ■Jn • ^ ^ • 

• • 


6 9 0 * (5 




y 






X o O X 
# 


o o 

-ff 

X X 4= 


O -H- -H- O O O 

■ff -H- -H- 

X X O X + X 


a&HUU HHkiya 


«■ 1 tit 



'‘yV % <A'% VI- 






G—* 


O—< 





®— 

— 

-c 

O- 

o— 

•-« 
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;J.-.!' , \,-$\‘- V -I '■ ' * ' ‘ ». ' , • ‘- * ''‘- 

A B C D 


A 


■'' 1 

1 ___ 

4^1 

Ijl 

iji 

iyi 

n 

^ CL 

? 

J ^ 

v_/ 

? L 









Jt 

? w 

L T 

f vj 

T 

w ? 

r>, 

? L 

^ CL 

i 


in the following questions. Problem Figures 1 and II have a certain relationship. You have to find out which ol the Answer 
Figures from A, B, C, D and E has the same relationship with Figure III. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 





]0f 


^ 

'S ^ rfS 


^ ^ 


t 


1=1 


I-j jsl l3| 


V 

^ r 


(8) ® 

® 

® © 




-9- • o 

B ID' 

A<, 


tit + -ff- + ® A 

+ + -H- i t i © 

J t + -H- + t ® V 


>—-ti 

HJ 
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vev 00 AV ©A ® 
V 0 .. A A © 
V 0A ©®.AV ©V ® 


@r' @r, g: g: 













































































Find the odd-man out: 



A 

B 

c 

D 

E 


A 

□ 


— 

O 

66. 

O 

Q 

Q 

V 

LTL 

67. 

D c 

O 

□ w 

a 

^ C 

u 

U 

]t= 

TP 

68. 

© 

Q 


0 

0 

69. 

+ 

H 

X 

1-^ 

QD 

OGD 


70. 

R fl 

KM 

G9 

F 1 

B a 

71. 

ZI 

A 


/? 



Match the figures given in questions 72-75 with A, B, C 
and D on the basis of similar features among the questions and 
answer figures. 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION? 


1. (d) Ought to be 37 Ihc senes is, 7+1- S, S + 2- = 12, 

12 + 3- = 21 etc. 

2. (d) Go on adding 7,14,21, 28 ... to numb.-rs. It ought to be 

56. 

3. (h) Ought to be 18; 3, 4, 5, 6 ... are added to numbers 

respectively. 

4. (c) Ought to be 144. The series is lO’; IT; 12-, 13'... 

5. (f) There are two series, 83, 84, 85 and 77, 78, 79, etc 


6. (c) (io on adding 1'; 1’; 2‘; 2’; 3’... to numbers. 

7 ((') Make si-ts of two and reverse the digits. 

8. ill) The 2nd, 4th, 6th ... numbers are prtxiucts of the number'; 

on their left and right. 

9. (c) The series is, 1; 1'; 2; 2'; 3; 3‘... 

10. ((’) Co on deducting 4, 8. 16, 32, 64 .. from numbers. 

11. (rfl The arrangement is 2x1=2; 2’ + 1' = 5 and 1+2+2 = 5. 

12. (c) 5- + 2-’ = 26 

13. (a) 4x8 divided bv 2 w'ould be 16 

14. (cl (2 + 8) X 6 .= 60'. 

1.5. {b) All the otliers have only one letter Imm outside, this one 
has two, 1 and one H. 

16. (d) In all the others, all the letters arc fmin the main word. 

Ihis one has 'A' which does not occur in the word. 

17. (fll The arrangement would be CFGHLNOIY 

18. (c) NO; OT and I.N 

19. 20 (c) 2WF.5 + C7 (place ui alphabetic order). 

22. (c) The It tiers have same place from A and Z 

23. (c) Add the value of letters. 

24 (b) 25 (,/) 

For aim'crirtff the next tj/pe of ipiestion.^. keep the jolloouni^ 
;^iiide-Unes in mind ns they int<(ht prove uteftil 

(0 Study each figure given in each question independently 
as well as in relationship with other figures. 

(li) Figures often move right to left, top to bottom or vice- 
versa, clockwise, anti-clockwise, corner to corner or along certain 
points. Different figures in one qfiestion may have different 
movements in different directions. The movement may not be at 
the same pace During movement, the figums may gain or lose 
a step. {Examples: 27, 29, 33, 39, 45 etc) 

(/if) Something may be added or dropped either during 
movement or as such. (Examples: 3(1, 36, 38, 40, 42, 43, 51 etc.) 

(/r>) The figures may tilt, swing, turn, rotate or bend without 
changing their position. {Examples: 32, 46 etc.) 

{/') Figures often interchange position among themselves, 
(Examples: 34, 35, 37, 39, 44, 55 etc.) 


26 

D 

27. 

A 

28. 

A 

29. 

C 

30 

(' 

31 

B 

32. 

D 

33. 

U 

34. 

F, 

35. 

(' 

36, 

D 

.37 

A 

.38. 

B 

39, 

F 

40. 

C 

41. 

D 

42. 

(' 

43 

F. 

44. 

A 

4,5. 

i; 

46. 

A 

47 

C 

48 


19 

B 

51). 

B 

51. 

F. 

.52. 

I) 

53 

A 

54. 

f: 

.5.5. 

H 

56. 

Cf% 

57. 

A 

58. 

C 

59. 

A 

6(1. 

F 

61 

A 

62. 

C 

63. 

A 

(.4 

1) 

65 

C 





66. 

C 

In all 

the 

olhi rs. 

the two ligiirec 

have a 

ditlerence ('1 ti, 


.sides. 


67. 15. Third figure is the lombin.ttion ol two figures. ITiis nni' 
h<is an extra line. 

o8. F The pattern in the '.mall quarter is wrong 
69 D T he pattern ought to be in the prc>porlion of 2:3- i, li.>ri 
it IS 2 : 3 : 5 

70. C. This is the only mirror image that is turned upside down 

71. C. All the others have two straight lines and one arc, this 

one has two arcs and one straight line. 

72. B. ITie proportion of the inner sides increases bv one 

73. C The three figures inside one another are the same 

74. D The sides decrease by one. 

75. A. The inner figure has two sides mom and the innermost, 

one less. 
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Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 

1 («) plough (h) weave 


(c) rhinoceros 

7. (d) temple ' 
(i/) mosque 

8. (fi) fan 

Id) umbrella 


(f) reap 
(c) saffron 


(d) till (r) cultivate 

2. (a) musk (h) lavender (c) saffron 

(d) jasmine (<■) perfume 

.1. (a) fatigue (ft) concentration (c) drowsiness 

(d) tension (c) exhileration 

4. (n) cat (b) bat (c) owl 

((f) crow (e) leopard 

5. (a) President (h) Minister fc) Speaker 

((f) Chief-minister (c) Secretary 

6. ((i) octopus ' (h) hippopotamus 

(c) rhinoceros (d) croccxiile (c) dolphin 

7. («) temple ' (b) monastery (c) church 

(if) mosque (e) gurudwara 

8. (d) fan (b) sweater (c) raincoat 

((f) umbrella (c) clock 

Qs. 9-16. Each question given below has two words that 
have a definite relationship between them. Your task is to find 
out from (df), (b), (c) and (d) the pair with similar relationship. 


(if), (e) and (ft on the basis of identical relationship among the 
items. The order of the items (relationshipwise) need not be 
the same. 

17. light: sun : heat 

(d) writers : learned : scientists 

18. milk ; cheese ■ butter 

(b) valley : mountain : plain 

19. Ganga : river: Ravi 

(c) fruit; wood ■ triH- 

^U. shirt: sari: coat 

' . (if) tube-well ■ canal . irrigation 

21. honey : Sugar ■ sweet 

(e) Diwali : Holi : festival 

22. cut: knife : axe 

if) soy-bean . sauce : oil 

Qs. 23-28. In each of the follo.wing questions, the words 
are written in their codes as well, each code letter representing 
one of the letters from the word. Your task is to find out the 
right code for letters enclosed in box. 


9. napkin : wipe 
(a) shirt: body 

(b) medicine . patient 

(«) « 
24iro 1 

(b) k 

S 1 

(c) q 
F N 

(c) sweep : clean 

10. bicytlc ■ scooter 

(d) oar', row 

(a) z 

{b)J) 

El u 

ic) c 

(a) plague . AIDS 

(b) table : chair 

25. R F 

N n 

(i) teacher . student 

(d) kitchen . house 

(a) c 

(b) h 

(f) X 

11. v(tai)ilii rickets 

26. S T 

U P 

1 [D] 


(ii) vaccine : cow-pox 

(b) swimming . drowning 

(l) education ; superstitions (if) health : exercise 

12. Wordsw'orlh : poetry 

(d) Satyajit Ray : Bharat Ratna 
((>) Subbulaxini : literature 

(c) tihalib ; music (if) Abdul Kalam ■ missiles 

13. iron mine 

(d) brick : clay (b) fruit market 

U’) egg : bird (if) electricity : water 

14. tobacco . smoke 

Id) gun-powder : explode (b) cigarette : addictio 

(r) coffee cream (d) chair: ta' le 


(d) y 

(c) b 

if) u 

(d) 1 

(c) V 

(ft V 

id) m 

(<■) y 

if) K 

id) b 

(c) v 

if) X 

id) y 

(c) t 

if) k 

id) i. 

(p) c 

if) d 


(b) fruit market 
(if) electricity : water 


(b) cigarette : addiction 
(d) chair: ta' le 


1.3. morning : twilight 
(d) revolution : mutiny 

(c) thunder: lightiung 
16. stars ; twinkle 

(d) stone ■ mck 

(c) disease ; infection 


(b) resolution : Parliament 
(d) pain : tranquillizer 

(fi) heart: throbs 
(d) tears : eyes 


Qs. 17-22. Match the following questions with (a), (b), (c), 


(d)Jj {(>) z (f) I (d) b (,’) v (f) X 

27. D A M lD E L 

(a) w (b) h ((f z id) v (e) t if) k 

28. S H (j] I N K 

(d) q (b) g (c) V (d) /. (e) c {ft d 

Qs. 29-30. There were 196 piecc.s of mixed fruit, mangoes, 
apples and guavas in a big basket. The number of mangoes 
was double of the number of apples and there were 16 more 
guavas than mangoes. 

29. How many mangoes were there? 

(a) 68 (b) 72 (c) 76 (d) 64 (c) None of these 

30. How many more guavas were there as compared to the 
number of apples? 

(a) 44 (b) 48 (c) 50 (d) 52 ((’) None of these 

Qs. 31 to 32. Six children. A, B, C, D, E and F made three 
pairs for participating in three-legged-race. Study the following 
statements and answer the questions that follow: 

A is not B or C's partner. 

C is not F, or D's partner. 

F is not A or B's partner. 
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B is not E or C's partner. 

31. Who is D's partner? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) E (d) F (p) Can't say 

32. Which of the following statements is wrong: 

(a) A is E's partner. (fe) F is not D's partner. 

(c) A is D's partner. (d) C is F's partner. 

Qs. 33*34 Mr and Mrs Mehta were married in November, 
and their children, Rohit and Neena are Novembcr'bom too. 

Rohit's birthday is celebrated 10 days before Neena's 
birthday and 7 days after the marriage anniversary of his parents. 

Last year the marriage anniversary of Mr and Mrs Mehta 
was celebrated on second Sunday ot the month and the last day 
of the month also happened to be Sunday. 

33. What Ls the date of birth of Rohit? 

(a) 15th (b) 16th (c) 17th (d) 18th 
(f) None of these 

34. On which day of the week did Neena celebrate her 
birthday that year? 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday (r) Wednesday 

(d) Thurdsay (<’) Friday 

Qs. 35. If the code for CYPRUS is DASVZY then the code 
for FjRANCE would be: 

(n) GTURHK (b) CTDRIL (r) GSDRHK 

(d) GSDRIL (?) GTDRGJ 

Qs. 36-40. Five friends, Jitendra, Keshav, Laxman, 
Mahendra and Naresh are married to Jaya, Kunti, Leela, Madhu 
and Neena, but not in the same order. Read the following 
statements and match the couples. 

First letter of the names of husband and wife is not the same. 

Neena or Kunti arc not Jitendra's wife. 

Keilhav is not Jaya or I.eela'5 husband. 

Madhu is not married to Laxman or jitendra. 

Mahendra is not Neena's husband. 

jaya is not rharried to Mahendra, 

36. jitendra (a) jaya 

37. Keshav (b) Kunti 

.38. Laxman (c) Leela 

39. Mahendra (d) Madhu 

40. Naresh (c) Neena 


_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In rnc/i qiieslipn bcloio are given Iwo sinlenienls followed by 
four ranclusians numbered I, II, III and IV. You liaw to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance u illi 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the Iwo given 
statements,' disregarding commonly known facts 
Statements- 

41. 1. Some parrots are sparrows. 

2. All sparrows are cranes. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some cranes are parrots. 

II. All cranes*are parrots. 

III. Soipe parrots ^ not cranes. 


TV. Some sparrows are not parrots. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only I and 11 follow. 

(c) Only 1 and HI follow. (d) Only II and III follow. 

(f) Only any one of the four follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All radio-sets are TV sets. 

2. All TV sets are auditoriums. 

Conclusions 

1. All radio-sets are auditoriums. 

II. All auditoriums are TV sets. 

III. All TV sets are radio-sets. 

IV. Some radio-sets are not auditoriums. 

(a) Only I follows, (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Either I or IV follows. 

Statements. 

43. 1. Some shirts are coats. 

2. Some trousers are coats. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some coats are shirts as well as trousers, 
n. Some coats are neither shirts nor trousers. 

III. Every coat is either a shirt or trouser. 

IV. The coats that are trousers are not shirts. 

(a) Either I or II follows. (b) Father ll or III follows, 

(c) Father III or IV follows, (d) Either 1 or IV follows. 

(e) Only any one of the four foKows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. All flowers are trees. 

2. All bamboos are trees. 

Coficltisions 

1. Some trees are flowers as well as bamboos, 
n. Some flowers are not trees. 

III. All trees are flowers. 

IV. All trees are bamboos, 

(a) Either 1 or 11 follows. (h) Either II or 111 follows, 

(r) Either III or IV follows, (if) None follows. 

(c) Only I follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1 All dancers arc singers. 

2. Some singers are painters. 

Conclusions: 

1 Some dancers arc painters, 
n. Some painters are not singers 
HI. All singers are dancers 
IV. No painter is a dancer. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Either 11 or III follows. 

(c) Either III or IV follows, (if) Either I or IV follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Statements- 

46. 1. Sky is higher than mountains but not as high as 

clouds. 

2. Trees are higher than moon but shorter than 
mountains. 

Conclusions: 

1. Clouds are the highest among the five. 
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crime and violence. 

JJ. The cinema-halls, showing crime movies, should 
be closed. 

Ill rhere should be special moral programming in 
schools and colleges to make the young persons 
ihaiinclize their talents and strength in a positive 
way 

(I'l) t'nly I and 11 tollow (1>) Only 1 and Ill follow. 

(() Onlv II and 111 follow. (d) hither I or Til follows. 

(c) .Mone follows 
Shitment 

64. A heavy sea storm is expected to hit .some part of the 
eastern coast 
Courses of Actum 

I I 'ishermen should not be allowed to go into sea with 
their fishing boats. 

II The villages, too near the sea-shore should be 
evacuated. 

111. hmcrgency services should be on their alert. 

(a) Only I lollows. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(i) .Ml the three follow. (d) Either II or HI follows. 

((’) None follows 
Statmcnl: 

6.‘> There are reports from a higliway that most of the night 
buses are stopped and looted by masked men armed with guns 
and swords. 

Courses ol Action- 

I. Armed f'olicemen should patrol the road regularly. 

II Passengers should not be allowed to travel with 
heavy cash or valuables 

III The route of the buses should be changed. 

(a) Only I follows. {h) Only II follows. 

(t) Only 111 follows, (d) Either 11 irr Ill follows. 

(c) .Ml the three tollow 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1 [b] All the olher terms an* associated with farming. 

2. fc) All die others are specific dems having a fragrance of 

their own. This one is a general term. 

3. (/') The feeling of all the others are natural, this one has to 

be cultivated. 

4 (d) All the ('thers are creatures of night. 

5. (f) All the other posts are filled by candidates who contest 

in elections and win. 

6. (r) ,MI the others are waler-crealurcs 

7 (In Ml the others are places of worship. This one'S the abode 
ot monks. 

8. (c) .Ml the others help us in tighting severe weather. 

9. (./) The) ha\e the item and its function relationship. 

It), (ii) They are members of the same category. 

11. (c) The ahs<“nce of one iS the cause of the other. 

12. (d) Thev have the person and his held of work relationship. 

13. (c) t)ne IS proi lin’d from tlie other. 

14. (a) On" is ii.sed lor the other hence item and its use 

relationship. 
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15. (c) One follows the other. 

16. (b) The relationship is that of item and its natural function. 

17. (c) One of the item produces the other two. 

18. (/) Two of the items are products of the third one. 

19. (e) One is a general term, the other two its specific members. 

20. (b) One has three dress, the other tliree features of land. 

21. (a) One is a quality that is common in the other two. 

22. (d) Two of the items are used for pcrformmg the function 

mentioned 

23. to 28. ror solving these questions, sort out common letters 
in mrds and match them with common codes. Thus, by selecting, 
you can find out codes for all the letters, e.g., L and T are common 
in 23 and 24, E and R in 23 and 25, so 'y' is the code for E, 'h' is for 
T and 'g' is the code for 'R'. 

23. (c) 24. (d) 25. (d) 26. (a) 27. (c) 28. (b) 

29. (b) 30. (d) 31 (b) 32. (c) 33. (fc) .34. (c) 

.35. (a) The gap among letters and their codes increases by 1, 
36. (c) 37. (e) 38. (a) 39. (fc) 40. (d) 

41-48. The best way of reaching the fc, il-proof conclusion-is by 
drawing diagrams of all the probable situations. Let each item In’ 
represented by u circle irrespectwe of its size. I lere are a few examples 





55. (a) 
61. (b) 


56. (fl) 
62. (c) 


57. (b) 
63. (b) 


58. (a) 
64. (c) 


59. (e) 
65. (a) 


54. (d) 
60. (c) 
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POLITICAL 

New Government sworn in 

A 43-member two-tier ministry led by 
'4-year-old Bharatiya janata Party 
leader Atal Behari Vajpayee was sworn in 
at ait impressive ceremony on March 19, 
1998. The ministry includes 21 Cabinet 
ministers and an equal number of 
ministers of State. The Council of Ministers 
includes 25 members of tlie BJI’ (11 Cabinet 
ministers and 13 ministers of State besides 
Mr Vajpayee), four AIADMK members, 
two members of AIADMK allies, two 
members of Shiromani Alcali Dal, two 
members of I^ik Shakti, two members of 
Samta Party and two of Biju Janata Dal. 

In their 'national agenda for 
Governance', the BJP and its allies ruled 
out any possibility of the new government 
going back on the country's conunitments 
to the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 
The government's agenda gives a strong 
swadeslii thrust to the rcfornts process It 
also aims to give the entire national 
development efforts a human face. As far 
as the economy is concerned, the agenda 
aims to push the GDP growth to the 7-8% 
bracket and curb fiscal and revenue 


Recent Economic News 


Intoriin Budget 

The BJP government presented on Mardi 25,1998, an interim budget for 1998-99, 
seeking a vote on account which pegs fiscal deficit for the current financial year at 6.1 
per cent. The budget also proposed to doubts the amount to be devolved to Slates from 
the VDIS collection. 

The Finance Minieter, Mr Yashwant Si nha, e ai d fh a f a gai wa t the proposed devolution 
of Rs 4379 crore In the current financial year by the previous government, he would go 
a step furdter, proposing to devolve to States 77.5 per cent of the VOIS coliections for the 
full year—instead of till December 97--amounting to Rs 7594 crore. He also proposed 
to provide an additional Rs 1000 crore Central assistance to States, taking the total 
benefits to the States to Rs 8594 crore. 

Alongwilh the interim budget, he also introduced the finance Bill in the Lok Sabha 
to enable the government to continue the existing tax stnidure tHI the budget was presented.. 

The Finance Minister said that the revised estimates for 1997-98 had registered a 
major shortfall in revenue collections and disinvestment proceeds. The net lax revenue' 
for the Centre was estimated at Rs 99,158 crore—reflecting a drop of Rs 14,326 crore 
or 12.6 per cent over the budget estimates. The shortfall in the receipts from PSU 
disinvestment was estimated to slide by Rs 3894 crore and total mpenditure was expected 
to exceed budgeted estimates by Rs 3069 crore, widening the fiscal deficit. 

The Finance Minister has ^so expressed his governmenfs concern about giving 
effect to the recommendations of the 10th Finance Commission. He also said that 
improvements would be brought about in infrastructure, financial system and the building 
of a strong and transparent system of PSU disinvestment built. 

He has also pointed out ttiat the reason for increase over revised estimates for 1997- 
98 was on account of an increase of Rs 10,300 crore in interest payments, Rs 4747 crore 
in pensions and Rs 3900 crore in defence expenditure and Rs 1500 crore ip major 
subsidies. 


deficits. About 60% of plan funds have 
been earmarked for public investment in 
agriculture, rurdl development and 
irrigation. The government also plans to 
review .ill Idws and regulations mlating to 
industry so as to free it from bureaucratic 
control Amongst the delicate areas art*: 
the review of the Constitution, exercising 
the Nuclear option, inducting weapons, 
I disallowing foreign investment in print 
I media and a national water policy for 
j effective and prompt settlement of 
I disputes and time-bound implementation. 
I Mr Vajpayee was asked to prove his 


Do Yn Know. 

Mahatma Gandhi is among the top 20 
most influential leaders of the 20th 
century selected by Time magazine. The 
others in the list are Winston Churchill. 
Adolf Hitler, Lenin, Pope John Paul II, 
Gorbachev, Khomeini and Ho Chi Minh. 
Time will compile six such lists naming 
the 100 most influential leaders of the 
century. 


majority in the House on March 28. 
Seeking a vote of conlidence, Mr Vajpayee 
appealed for political tolerance, consensus 
and cooperation from all sections to end 
the era of political instability and give the 
country a stable government. In hus first 
address to the nation on March 22, the 
Prime Minister also expressed his 
government's commitment to speedy 
internal liberalisation of the economy, 
freeing it from all the growth-hindering 
bureaucratic and government controls. 
Later, his nine-day old government won 
the ronlidenre vote by a margin of 1.3 voles, 
after the T'elegu Dtsam Party Ci\me to its 
side, and another component of the United 
Front—the National Conference— 
abstained. He got the support of 274 of the 
5v37 members who tixik part in the voting; 
261 members voted against the motion. 

It was the decision of the TDP, 
reportedly, taken in respon.se to a request 
from the BJP leadership, lliat gave the BJP 
its victory. With the winning margin Mr 
Vajpayee became the first "really" non- 
Congress Prime Minister installed in Delhi 


for the first time in 50 years. The 1977, 
1989 and 1996 experiments were led by 
former Congressmen. The vote has, 
therefore, hastened the process towards a 
bipolar formation in the country with the 
BJl^ and the Congress being the two ends. 

BJP leads with 180 seats in LS: Witli 
the Patna lok Sabha seat in its bag, the 
BJP's strength in the 12th l.ok Sabha is 
now 180 

The Congress emerged ,is the seroiid 
largest party with 141 members. Ihe three 
other major parties include t PI M (32), 
tliebamajwadi Party (20) and tin- Kii-ihlnya 
JanaU. Dal (17). 

Break-up of other parties is. BSP (5), 
CPI (9), DMK and JD (six each), KSP (5), 
HLD and RI’l (four eacli), TMC (3), FB, 
MUl.and Arunachal Congress (two each), 
Samta Party (12), Biju Janata Dal and 
Shiromani Alcali Dal (eight each), Trinamul 
Congress (7) and the ICCM, MfM, RjP, 
SDF, AICCS, SJP and the ASDC one eacli 

The Lok Sabha has total .543 elective 
seats. Two members are nomiiwtcd from 
the Anglo-Indian community. 
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INDIA-CANADA 

Canadian Governor-General’s 

visit 

C ANADIAN Govcrnor-Geneial Mr 
Konico f,i’ Blanc visited to India from 
M.ii. ^ L(., 19‘IS He was accompanied by 
a 12-mcmber strong business delegation. 
This was the first-ever visit to India of any 
Canadian Governor-General. 

The Governor-General's visit was a 
measure of the marked upswing in Indo- 
Canadian bilateral economic relations. The 
visit was a reaffirmation of Canada's faith 
in Indian reforms. Since the start of the 
liberalisation process in 1991, Canadian 
investment in India has grown from less 
than Rs 5 crore to Rs 1400 crore in 1995, 
while Indo-Canadian trade has grown to 
Rs 3000 crore. 

In June 1995, Canada had launched a 
formal India strategy with the publication 
of a document "Focus India". Major 
Canadian companies like Bell Canada, 
Telecom International and Seagram 
already have a presence in this country. 

The new government's thrust on Foreign 
Domestic Investment (FDl) in the field of 
infrastructure suits the Canadians perfectly, 
since the bulk of their investment in the 
country are in the areas of energy, telecom 
and environmental products and services. 


UHAR PRADESH 

Petitions against 13 BSP MLAs 

dismissed 

T HI; Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker, 
on March 23,1998, dismissed all the 23 
petitions filed against 13 Bahujan Samaj 
Party (LSP) legislators seeking their 
disqualification under the anti-defection law. 


The Indian Health Organisation (IHO), 
Mumbai, was adjudged to be the most 
outstanding Indian non-government 
organisation (NGO) by the US-India 
Business Council. It was ranked first 
for providing cost-effective methods of 
health care, Innovative operational 
programmes. 


The petitions had been filed by the 
then BSP legislature group leader 
Mayawati and senior colleague R.K. 
Chaudhary before the Speaker after the 
rebel MLAs, violating the whip, voted in 
favour of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Kalyan Singh on the floor of the 
Vidhan Sabha on October 20,1997. 

According to the Speaker's ruling, 
which is open to judicial scrutiny, no 
legislator who had voted in favour of the 
confidence vote sought by Mr Kalyan 
Singh would face disqualification as the 
BSP whip did not fall under the 
provisions of the rule. He said fliat the 
whip issued was "unconstitutional". 

The ruling also formalised a split 
within the 67-member Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) and recognised the 19- 
member Jantantrik BSP as a separate 
entity. The Speaker also said that Ms 
Mayawati had failed to prove through 
rtwterial facts that the whip issued by her 
was as per the requirement of the 
provisions of the anti-defection law. 


LAW POINT 

SC upholds awards to victim, 
parents for medical negligence 

T he Supreme Court gave a boost to 
the consumer rights movement on 
March 26,1998, by holding that in case of 


a patient who has suffered due to the 
hospital's negligence, his family men^Ters 
are to be treated as "consumers" and will 
be entitled to compensation under the 
Consumers Protection Act. 

This judgement is a result of the 
NOIDA-based Spring Meadows hospital's 
appeal challenging the National Consumer 
Disputes Redress^ Conunission (NCDRC) 
order asking it to pay Rs 12.5 lakh 
compensation to a minor child who had 
suffered complete brain damage due to the 
hospital's negligence, and an additional Rs 
5 lakh to his parents. The compensation 
was awarded taking into account the cost 
of equipment and recurring expenses that 
would be necessary for the child who now 
has a merely vegetative existence. 

TRIPURA 

Militants kill Minister 

T RIPURA Health Minister Bimal Sinha 
and one of his younger brothers, 
Bidyut, were killed in an ambush by 
suspected National Liberation Front of 
Tripura (NLFT) guerillas at .Abhanga, 
under the Kamalpur subdivision in the 
Dhalai district, on March 31, 1998. 

The slain minister's other brother 
Bikram, who is a contractor, had been 
abducted by suspected NLFT militants just 
before the February 16 Assembly and Lok 
Sabha polls in the State. Mr Smha was, 


Recent Economic News 


Interim Rallwiy Budget Highlights 

■ No changes in fare and freight rates. 

■ Plan outlay for 1998-99 pegged at Rs 8,300 crore, which is less than the revised 
eftimate of Rs 8,403 crore for 1997-98. 

■ Operating ratio projected to deteriorate from 91 per cent in 1997-98 to 94 per cent 
in 1998-99. 

■ Freight traffic target for 1998-99 is 450 million tonnes, 20 million tonnes more than 
In 1^997-98. 

■ Pasranger traffic projected to grow by 6% in 1998-99, at the same rate estimated for 
■ 1997-98, , 

■ Qroaa.traffic reeafpts In 1998^9 prajtfcted io 9e Rs 31,022 crore at existing fares and 

ftelglitei ■ \ 

V Grbsa tmffic rsealpts In 1997-48 'ttetlmalsd to be Rs 800 crore higher than the budget 

, estimate (rf Ra 27,885 crore. / 

■ Major burden due tohl^dr dut^ ohTtenalon, Which, In 1997-98, Is estimated to be 

flt 1,167 crore more'thari'lfte'budget estimate of Re 2,290 crore. Pension fund 
enhanced to Rs 4,00p crore. . ^ 
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reportedly, going to meet the abductors 
to negotiate release of his brother. 

Mr Bimal Sinha of the ruling CPI(M) 
was the Deputy Speaker of the State 
Assembly during the regime of Mr 
Nripen Chakraborty (1983 to 1988). 
During the third CPI(M)-led Left Front 
regime of Mr Dasaratha Deb in 1993, Mr 
Sinha was the Speaker of the Assembly 
for about three years. Later, he was given 
a berth in the cabinet as the Health 
Minister This time he had won from the 
Kamalpur scat and became Health 
Minister. 

The place where the incident 
occurred is stated to be one of the most 
extremist-dominated areas in Kamalpur. 

The killing of Mr Sinha has brought 
into focus once again the insurgency 
problem being faced by this tiny north¬ 
eastern State for the last 18 years. 

The new Chief Minister, Mr Manik 
Sarkar, feels that the problem is not that 
of Tripura alone, but symptomatic of the 
entire north-east where the condition of 
the tribals is precarious. 

The bulk of the non-tribals, who 
came to Tripura after independence, were 
inhabitants of the erstwhile princely State 
of Tripura, a major portion of which went 
to Bangladesh. This resulted in the tribals, 
who once formed the majority, being 
reduced to minority 

Consequently, the tribals, who now 
constitute 30 per cent of the total 
population of Tripura, failed to keep pace 
in an urequal contest with non-tribals 
who forged ahead economically and 
educationallv- 

Vested interests have taken 
advantage of the backwardness of the 
tribals and "misguided" them into 
following die insurgency path to solve 


Two all-women crew flights took off from 
Delhi on March 6, to mark the 
International Women's Day. Captaine 
Sangeeta Kabra and Anupama Kohli 
operated the Airbus A-320 flight to 
Karachi and Captain Indrani Singh, the 
first woman commander of the Airbus 
A-300 aircraft and Captain Avantika 
Mittal operated the flight to Kathmandu. 


their grievances. 

At present, two insurgent outfits, the 
National Liberation Front of Tripura 
(NLFT) and Tiger Force, are active. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 
BJP-HVC government takes over 

A 9-member ministry of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-Himachal Vikas 
Congress (BJP-HVC) combine, led by Mr 
Prem Kumar Dhumal as Chief Minister, 
was sworn-in on March 24,1998. The new 
government proved its majority on the 
floor of the House on March 31. It won 
the vote of confidence by a voice vote 
after the Congress staged a walk out 
expressing lack of faith in the 
government. 

The BJP-HVC combine has an 
effective strength of 33 members in the 
House. The number of the Congress Party 
was reduced to 30 after the election of 
senior MLA Gulab Singh Thakur, who 
was' backed by the ruling combine, as 
Speaker. 

Earlier, the Congiess-led government 
had been unable to gather majority and 
had to bow out of office on March 12. Mr 
Virbhadra Singh had been sworn in as 


Chief Minister on March 6. 

The Congress had won 31 of the 64 
seats and was allowed to form the 
ministry as the single largest party. It had 
also enlisted support of the single 
Independent member in the House. 
However, this was not good enough as 
the BJP, which had 28 members, formed 
d post-election alliance with four 
members of the HVC headed by tormer 
Union Minister Sukli Ram, thus claiming 
majority. 


CAPITAL MARKET 
SEBI announces reforms 

T he Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI), on March 27, 1998,. 
came up with wide ranging capital 
market reforms including mandatory 
credit rating for debt instruments for 
less than 18 months, removal of lock- 
in on preferential allotments for 
promoters and implementation of the 
Chandratre panel report on delisting 
of securiticl. 

The SEBI board also made it 
mandatory for listed companies to publish 
unaudited financial results on quarterly 
basis, instead of the existing six months 




Cash Reserve Ratio reduced to 10% 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced on March 23,1998 that it would cut the 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) by 50 basic points to 10 per cent in two equal phases, 
following Hs reduction of the bank rate and repo rate effected a week earlier. 

The CRR was at 10.5 per cent and was reduced by 0.25 percentage points on March 
28. The next phase reduction was carried on April 11. These reductions would augment 
the banks' funds by Rs 2600 crore. The CRR cut Is also a preparation for the new 
government's borro^ng programme which is expected to gross Rs 70,000 crore. 

Treasury heads of leading banks termed the package of RBI’s measures as “year- 
end considsrattons* for the banks which have invested heavily in gilts as higher yields. 
The resulting higher doses of provisioning would have hit banks' profitability. The Reserve 
Bank of India is also In tha process of giving a final yes to the National Securities 
Depository Ltd. (NSOL) for dematerialisalion of government seeuritias (Gilts). 
Dematerialisatlon facility would gfeatly enhance the ebility of the non-banking entities, 
such as the provident funds, trusts, corporates and other participants in the securities 
market, to deal in government securities on a natfonwids basis. This would be of particular 
importance to Primary Dealers (PDs). On the one hand, increased ability to trade in these 
instruments would encourage investors to partldpale in the primary auction of securities 
and, on the othar hand, increase the client base for government securities. 

The draturierlaKsation of gHts offers an axcelient opportunity for the dlenls of these 
banks to hold securitfos in damat form raki deriva tha banatlfo^^^of Iradihg on a nationwida 
basil 
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as per the recommendations of the 
committee on continuing disclosure 
standards. 

The board has also allowed Foreign 
Institutional Investors (Fils) to lend 
securities to greater liquidity in the 
market. This facility will provide them 
additional revenue on their dormant 
holdings and would also lead to greater 
liquidity as the large quantum of FII 
holdings will become available for 
tacilitnting market settlement. 

The recommendation to make the 
listing in regional exchanges optional 
was not accepted as it will adversely 
affect the small stock exchanges and 
investors, particularly those situated in 
the jurisdiction of regional stock 
exchanges. 

The decision to make it mandatory 
for all debt instruments to have a credit 
rating of the maturity period was taken 
to stop some Non-Banking Finance 
Companies (NBFCs), which have been 
converting fixed deposits into other debt 
instruments of less than 18 months 
maturili, after the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) regulations. 

Also, not more than 20 per cent of 
the promoters' contribution in public or 
preferential issue would have a lock-in 
period. 

The board also allowed Fils 
investing through the equity route to 
invest in government securities up to 30 
per cent of the total portfolio. This 
follows the announcement by RBI in the 
last busy season credit policy to permit 
Fils investing through equity route to 
invest in government securities. Eailier 
onh nis investing through 100 per cent 
debt route were permitted to invest in 
gilt-edged .securities 


OeYaoKnaii. 

Gold imports by India rose by 8B% in 
1997, reaching a record 526.5 tonnes, 
according to the World Gold Council. The 
steep growth in imports was due to 
increased domestic demand for the 
metal, liberal import policy and lower 
international prices. The total demand 
for gold in the country was 737 tonnes, 
of which 72% was imported. 
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Half of 180 firms capital 
destroyers 

study of the Economic Value Added 
EVA) of 180 companies shows that 
86 companies, or a staggering 48 per cent 
of the top corporates, are capital destroyers 
as they had negative EVA in the financial 
year 1997. 

The EVA is the barometer of a 
company's efficiency in capital allocation. 
EVA could be defined as net profit plus 
interest (net of tax adjustment) minus cost 
of capital. Hence, higher positive EVA 
could essentially be gained by better capital 
and resource management. 

The top ten with positive EVA as a 
percentage of capital employed, ranging 
from 10.2 and 26.4 per cent, had their 
share appreciate in range of 19.6 to 20.7 
per cent. This list included container cor¬ 
poration, Infosys Technologies, Vashisti 
Detergent, Hindustan Lever Ltd, Pfizer, 
ABB, Bata India, Hitech Drilling, Cipla 
and Asian Hotels. 

The top ten value destroyers with 
negative EVA and, as a result, depreciation 
in share prices, were Century Textiles, SIV 
Industries, ACC, Bajaj Tempo, Siemens, 
Alfa Laval, Eveready, DCM Daewoo, 
Orient Paper and VST Industries. 

The study by Probity Research also 
put to rest corporate India's claims of- 
high interest cost as the main reason for 
their non-competitiveness In the 
financial year 1997,98 companies, 54 per 
cent of the sample, had lower EVA than 
in the Financial Year 1996. If cost of 
capital is assumed at 16 per cent, which 
is more realistic in the Indian context, 
then 122 companies or 68 per cent of the 
sample had negative EVA in Financial 
Year 1997. 


OIL SECTOR 
Oil Bonds notified 

T he new BJP-led government took ' 
one of its first firm actions when it 
officially notified the issue of petro i 
bonds to the oil companies. The total 
bond issue would be of Rs 12,800 crore, 
as opposed to the earlier estimate of 
Rs 18,200 crore. The government also 
decided to review the subsidies for 
kerosene and LPC. 

The oil bonds notification has paved 
the way for oil companies to tap finances 
on the basis of these bonds. The 
companies will now have to approach the 
RBI for the issuance of the bonds. The 
bonds will carry an interest rate of 10.5 
per cent. 

In September 1997, tlie United Front 
government had decided to is.sue bonds 
worth Rs 18,200 crore in lieu of the slock 
outstandings to the oil companies. 
How'cvcr, the significant drop in interna 
tional prices, which continued to rule for 
about five months, coupled with lowered 
demand, has brought down the total 
value of bonds. 

Indian oil would get nearly half ot 
the bonds at Rs 6478 crore—the board of 
the company has already approachei 
the government in this regard ONGC 
will get bonds worth Rs 3122 crorc, while 
the Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals Ltd will get Rs 1242 crore. 
The bonds will clear the oil reUs' due.s 
till March 2, 1998. 

The oil import bill for 1997-98 is 
expected to be in the region of about $9 
billion. While crude imports would be in 
tlie region of 33.5 million tonnes, products 
imports would be around 22 .-nt. 


Recent Economic News 


RBI ties Interest on ways and means advances to Bank Rate «| 

The Interest rate on Ways and Means Advances (WMA), the head under which the 
government borrows from the RBI for meeting its day-to-day financing needs, wHt be 
linked to the Bank Rate during 1998-99. 

Overdrafts—drawals beyond the specific limits—will attract interest rate of Bank 
Rale plus two percentage points. The WMA limit for the government has also been 
reduced. 

The limit of WMA for the first half of the year wilt be Rs 11,000 crore and for the 
second half Rs 7,000 crore. With this revision, the RBI has conceded the longstanding 
demand by the States to link the Centre’s interest rates on WMA to Bank Rate, as is 
applicable to them.______ 











CURRENT AFFAIRS 


CHINA 

Jiang Zemin is President, Zhu 
Rongji is new PM 

C HINESE President jiang Zemin 
secured a massive victory hy getting 
re-elected to the posts of Head of State 
and Chairman of the Central Military 
Commission on March 16,1998. Outgoing 
Premier Li Peng was elected Chairman of 
China's Parliament, although with 
maximum number of 'no' votes. The 
standing committee member of the 
politburo of the ruling Communist Party 
of China (CPC), Hu Jintao, was elected 
Vice-President, replacing Rong Yircn. 

President Jiang, who is also the 
Ceneral St'cretary of the CPC, won the 
support of 2882 deputies (97.79 per cent) 
and got 36 votes against (1.22 per cent) 
To the post of the Chairman of the Central 
Military Commission (CMC), the 
Communist nation'.s leading military 
organ, Jiang secured the backing of 2893 
deputies (98.17 per cent). Twenty-nine 
votes (.98 per cent) went against him while 
25 abstained (.85 per cent). Li, who has 
completed tv\ o successive five-year terms 
as Premier, was considered a political 
conservative. 

For the post of the Premier, China 
chose Zhu Rongji, a technocrat, who had 
helped to curb high inflation, but kept the 
economy growing. The National People's 
Congress gave Zhu Rongji a massive 
mandate, giving him 2890 votes in favour 
with just bO no votes or abstentions. Zhu 
replaced Li Peng. 

Zhu Rongji belongs to the same 
technocratic genera tion as Jiang and I .i and 
is number three in the party. He is seen as 
having climbed to the top through 





competence, not political connections. He 
engineered a decline in inflation from 22 
per cent, in 1993. This broke the boom- 
bust cycle that had plagued China's 20- 
year capitalist style reform effort. Growth 
has also remained steady, although it is 
slowing this year to 8 per rent or less. 
Jiang and other Cliinese leaders seem to 
have turned to Zhu at a critical time for 
the reforms. These days, over a third of 
State industries are insolvent and State 
banks forced to lend to them are bankrupt. 
Moreover, the Asian crisis has had its effect 
on exports and investment. 

Zhu Rongji is believed to be the 
architect of a far-reaching government 
overhaul, approved by the Congress 
earlier in March. The overhaul is intended 
to streamline the bloated, corrupt 
bureaucracy and prevent it from meddling 
ill business. A foreign economist who had 
earlier advised Zhu has said that he was 
also the leader behind the party's decision 
in 1997, to free State firms to use capitalist 
tools as stork issues and bankruptcy. 

Zhu Rongji has earlier served as the 
Central Bank (Governor also. 

After taking over as the Premier, Zhu 
! Rongji ruled out any re-evaluation of the 
military assault on democracy 
demonstrators in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square in 1989. The crackdown on the 
protesters had fractured the party and still 
causes anger in people. However, Zhu has 
pointed out that the entire party is of one 
mind on this and there was no question 
of any reassessment of the incident 

Reforms widen gaps 

A nalysts have observed that 
China's economic restructuring is 
widening the gap between the rich and 
poor, with each side harbouring a growing 
contempt for the other. More so, when 
economic refoims are expected to deepen 
further under the newly elected Premier 
Zhu Rongji, China's economic czar, the 
gap between the haves and have nots are 
expected to increase. The widening gap 
has already been manifesting itsi*lf in the 
capital city of Beijing where the if ion,y /iciiy, 
or the unreasonably poor, show' their 
resentment by provoking disputes as they 
feel they have nothing to lose except their 
lives. 




Despite the government efforts to 
boost anti-poverty spending by 1.5 billion 
yuan (180.7 million dollars) a v't'ar, the poor 
are still very much in evidence. Beijing has 
been pushed to boost investment in its 
poorer central and western regions, which 
have been largely lelt behind by the 
economic take-oft lauiiLhed nearly two 
decades ago by Deng Xiaoping. 

A forecast by the Slate Information 
Centre showeil that the gap between 
incomes in China's cities <ind countryside 
will more than triple in the next eight years. 
The dificrences between the average city 
and country annual incomes, estimated at 
about 1000 yuan (361 dollar.s) in 1996, will 
hit nearly 10,(K)0 yuan by 2005. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Peace process-signs of collapse 

T HI! Wi*st Asia peace pri'cess which had 
acquired a concrete shape in i )slo five 
years ago, is showing signs of collapsi* with 
the United Stales, its principal sponsor, 
raising the ojilion ol withdrawing from 
the scene in the wake of persisting 
stalemate in the Israel-P.ilc'stinian talks. 

The lack of progress in the subsliUitive 
negoliations, which began in 1993, was 
highlighted by the Stale Peparlmenl 
spokesman who said that the permanent 
status talks hadn't lu'guii These 
obscr\alu>ns were made as reports began 
to pour in that US medialoi Dennis Ross 
was not suceesshil in making a 
hreaktbrHigh in his ettorls to break the 
stand-oft between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Ross had begun his mission 
on March 2(), 

The United Sl.ites lias been associaled 
with the Miildle b.asl I'eace Process sime 
1973. During recent times, allempts were 
being macie to resob c d illerences between 
Israeli Piime Minister Benjnitiin 
Netanvahn and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. At present, I'S efforts vs'ere being 
marred by the gaps on crucial issues 
The diflerenct's are related t(> the 
cxti’iit ot the Israeli withdrawal Irom the 
West Bank, and, in return, the kind ot 
security steps that the Palestini.ins would 
put in place to counter terrorists' ai Is 1 lu‘ 
Palestinians are now in coiilrol ot only 27 
per cent of the West Bank. Israel is w'illing 
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to withdraw only from 10 per cent of the 
territory it is still in control in West Bank, 
as against the US pica for vacating 12 to 
15 per cent. Araial, on the other hand, has 
been insisting on an Israeli pull out from 
97 per cent ot the territory. He also wants 
a tree/e on the Jewish construction activity 
in We.sl Bank and in Fiast Jerusalem. 

The Israel-PLO talks had got 
deadlocked last year when Israel pres.sed 
ahead with new Jewish settlement 
construction and I^alestinians retaliated 
with violence. Tlie problem arose after the 
election of Netanyahu in May 19%. He 
adopted a tough posture in his dealings 
with Palestinians questioning the rationale 
of the Oslo accord that formed basis of the 
negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

The then Norwegian Poreign Minister 
Johan jorgen Holst was instrumental in 
preparing the ground for the Oslo accord, 
which was negotiated in secret by Israeli 
and Palestinian delegations in 1993. The 
accord was signed at a White House 
ceremony on September 13,1993 by Arafat 
and then Israeli Prime Minister Yit/hak 
Rabin. I resident Bill Clinton had presided 
over the ceremony The declaration signed 
was the first phase in the ongoing peace 
process, it spelt out the goals to be 
achieved. These goals were the complete 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank and the 
Palestinians' right to self-rule in those 
territories. As of October 1996, Israeli 
tmops had withdrawn from all territory 
except for the West Bank city of Hebron. 
The Palestinians had elected a Parliament 
and ,\rafat as their first President and 
established their ow'ii police lon e. Israel 
ofJiciall) recvignised, tor the first time, the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
as the legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian pec’ple. Also for the first time, 
the PLO recognised Israel's right to exist, 
renounced terrorism, rescinded its call for 
Israel's destruction and accepted the 
principle of lanil for peace. 

Israel offers to withdraw from 
Lebanon 

I SRAEL has expressed willingness to pull 
its troops from Southern Lebanon. 
However, the implementation will require 
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discussions with all concerned. The 
acceptance, however, marks a change in 
Israel's policy that represents a first step 
towards ending tlie 20-year-occupation of 
Southern Lebanon. 

Syria and Lebanon have rejected the 
initiative because of the conditions 
attached by Israel, which include 
guarantees from Lebanon that it would 
deploy its army southward to prevent 
cross-border attacks. 

Lebanese President Elias Hrawi said 
that Israel should withdraw without 
attaching any strings. Lebanon will not 
negotiate any withdrawal, he said. 

YUGOSLAVIA 
UN arms embargo 

T he United Nations has 
overwhelmingly voted in favour of 
slapping an arms embargo on Yugoslavia, 
to force it to grant more concession and 
autonomy to Kosovo province where 
ethnic Albanians are in a majority. 

The council members have urged all 
countries to prevent sale or supply of 
weapons to Yugosalvia, including Kosovo, 
to foster peace and stability in the 
province 

The resolution has also called upon 
the Yugoslav leadership and the Albaniani 
in Kosovo to enter into "meaningful 
dialogue” without preconditions and 
urged Belgrade to offer the community a 
"genuine political process". 

Yugoslavia condemned the sanctions 
saying it was an interference in the internal 
affairs of Yugoslavia, which the militants 
uere trying to break. 

Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic has rescinded the autonomy 
in Kosovo in 1989, after the movement 
lor independence appeared to be 
gaining ground. He has since refused 
to restore it 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
New declaration approved 

T he UN Human Rights Commission 
has approved a new declaration on 
human rights. The declaration aims to 
offer protection to defenders of human 
rights throughout the world. 


The text says: Everyone has the right, 
individually and in association with 
others, to promote and to strive for the 
protection and realisation of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms at the national 
and international levels. 

The declaration specifically aims to 
protect individuals or groups that employ 
peaceful means to combat State-sanctioned 
human rights violations. 

The declaration still needs to be 
approved by the UN General Assembly in 
New York before it becomes international 
law, giving human rights campa^ners the 
right to use it in support of their cases. 

SUMMITS 

Asia-Europe Summit (ASEM2) 

T he two-day meeting between the 
leaders of Europe and mostly ASEAN 
countries ended on April 4, 1997 in 
London with a promise of European 
support for the economically troubled 
Asian nations and a suggestion that Japan 
do more to help its neighbours. 

The leaders predicted that Asia's 
impressive economic growth would 
continue in the medium term, although 
they conceded that there were new signs 
of economic crisis worsening in Japan 
The summit urged the Asian nations 
to follow IMF's prescription for recovery, 
avoid protectionism and establish open, 
credible financial systems. 






It also urged all 25 participating 
nations to look at ways to strengthen 
the international financial system to 
help countries deal with economic 
shocks. 

India's bid to be part of this super- 
bl<K (ASliM) was set back by several years 
because of the criteria barrier applied to 
all aspiring members. Two major factors 
that worked against India were: First, 
ASEAN is firmly against India. Second, 
India's tariffs are still considered loo high 
and not comparable with ASEAN 
standards. Third, India cr)uld not muster 
up a credible lobby. 

While on security concerns regional 
blocs are willing to accommodate India, 
hence the inclusion in Asian Regional 
Forum (ARF), h(»wevcr, on trade front it 
is felt India has a long w'ay to go. 


EUROPEAN UNION 
11 nations named to single 
currency club 

T he lUiropean Union took a leap 
towards forging a single currency on 
March 25, 19Q8, announcing 11 
candidates to join in a European 
Monetary Union (F.MU). The EU's 
executivi'—the F.uropean Commi.ssion— 
tapped Austria, llelgium, Finland, 
France, t'lermany, Ireland, Italy, 
l.uxembourg, The Netherlands, Portugal 
and t>pain. Britain, Uenmark and 
Sweden hti ve refused to join the currency 
for now. (Ireece has been left out because 
ol a shaky economic performance. Italy, 
inspite of its huge national debt made 
it to the group because it is a loiinder 
member. 


DsYoiKnMf- 

The World Bank announced $196.8 
million for development of agricultural 
research and its dissemination among 
farmers in India. The project would cost 
$239.7 million and would accelerate 
agricultural growth by reforming and 
strengthening technology development 
and dissemination. The balance $42.9 
million would be provided by the Indian 
government. 



When it does come into existence in 
January 1999, 'Euroland' will be an 
economic powerhouse, second only to the 
US, w'ith a European Central Bank (ECB) 
to rival the US Federal Reserve. European 
Union (EU) members will have the final 
say on which countries will be founding 
members of EMU. 

The Euro will be important in 
creating stability within Europe. 
However, its value as a global currency 
is dependent on many variables. These 
could be economit trends, real growth 
and price stability within the countries 
participating in the single currency and 
by the market's perceptions of those 
changes. Experts have pointed out that 
being a reserve currency would require 
the euro to be seen as a vehicle for 
borrowing, a role at least as important as 
the popular perception of it as a preferred 
asset, both within and outside Europe. 

The euro Ls said to be a continuation 
of the desire to create European price 
stability by abandoning the possibility of 
different exchange rates. 


RUSSIA 

Kiriyenko named PM 

N March 27,1998, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin named 35-year-old 
tei hnocrat Sc>rgei Vladilenovich Kiriyenko 
as Russia's new Prime Minister. He 
threatened to dissolve the Parliament if it 
did not approve his nomination. 
Kiriyenko was apjiointed acting Premier 
on March 23 afliT the dismissal ot the entire 
cabinet. 

In accordance with the Russian 
C onstitulion, after the third negative vote 
against the f’residential nominee lor the 
Prime Minister's post, the President lias 
either to wilhdraw his candidate and name 
another oi has the right to dissolve the 
I ower f louse and announce early polls 
within three* months. 

Earlier, Yeltsin iiad sharply criticized 
the economic performance of the 
government, saying that they needed a 
new team. He also cited some political 
reasons for dismissing his government, 
saying it was time for his team to stop 
dabbling in politics. He did declare, 
however, that the dismissal of the entire 


government did not mean that Russia 
was changing the chosen course of 
reform. 

Kiriyenko is a pro-reformist, allied 
with Boris IMemtsov, a key reformer and 
First Vice-Premier in the Chernomyrdin 
government. 

With the recent dismissal ot his 
cabinet, Yeltsin has once again given an 
example of his impulsive behaviour, 
although his dismissal of the government 
is said to be different from the usual 
surprising moves that he makes. 

Yeltsin has been known to blame 
others if policies fail. He sees his role as 
setting general policy for the government 
and expects his ministers and 
subordinates to achieve his aims. 
How'ever, he dcK's believe that democratic 
reforms are the only cure for Russia's 
problems. He said that he dismisstxl the 
cabinet because of their failure to improve 
the lives ot ordinary people was throw’ing 
the luturc of reform into doubt— 
something that worries many democrats. 
The problem is that he has neither the 
inclination or the determination to drive 
those policies through. His subordinates 
also rarely have the power or the will to 
do it in his place, and ministers w'ho 
become powerful are dismissed. As a 
resull, the reform process in Ru.ssia often 
gets stalleil 


CAMBODIA 

Ranariddh gets 30*year term 

ORMER lirsi Prime Minister, Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, has been 
sentenced to .3(1 years in prison, by a 
Cambodian court on March IK, 1998, for 
plotting a cou[> with Khmer Rouge rebels. 
Along with several other defendants, he 
has been ordered to p.iy $ 50 million in 
damages to the government as w'ell as 
people and businetises w'hich suffered 
losses as a result of the fighting in July 
1997. 

The Prince is now expected to 
request a royal amnesty through his 
sister, paving the way for his return 
home after his conviction on security 
charges. His sister would appeal to their 
lather King NorcKlom Sihanouk and ask 
for amnesty under a Japanese-sponsored 
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peace plan aimcii at ending factional 
strife in Canihodia Under the Japanese 
plan, agreed to by Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen, Sihanouk vvi)uld giant an amnesty 
to the I’rince after his trial to clear his 
wav for participation in an upcoming 
election. The I’rince described his 
conviction as disgusting. 

Ranariddh has been in exile since 
he was ousted during a )uly coup by 
his rival co-I’rime Minister Hun ben. 
He was tried in absentia and did not 
provide any legal defence. He has 
denied all the charges and called the 
proceedings illegal. The trial wms meant 
to discredit Ranariddh, rather than 
acutally send him to prison. The trial 
was held under tight security and 
lasted just over a day. 

Later, Ranariddh held several 
meetings with top aides and diplomats 
on March .11, seeking to pave the way 
towards July elections 

The second Prime Minister dropped 
his initial objections to a pardon for 
Prince Ranariddh after heavy pressure 
from the international community which 
has hinted it will not support or recognize 
the election imle.ss the I’rince is allowed 
to participate. Ranariddh held a 
successful meeting with diplomats 
representing the Association ol South 
East Asian Nation's (ASEAN) "troika" 
which had been given the task ot 
mediating a solution to the Cambodian 
crisis. Cither concerns discussed during 
the ASLAN meeting included access to 
the media lor Funcinpcc, during the 
campaign. 


OfTOuKiini- 

Tho barren wasteland on the west coast 
of Gujarat is the site of India's first 
privately constructed port. The GPPL 
project IS being built by a 26 per cent 
equity pailicipation of Gujarat Maritime 
Board and 25 per cent ol Sea Kings (the 
parent company of GPPL) in association 
with diamond exporters Bharat S. Shah 
of B. Vijaykumar and Co It has got a soft 
loan ol 7,046 million yen from the 
Japanese government and a five-year 
lax holiday. 
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INDONESIA 

Suharto is elected President once 
again 

I NDONESIAN President Suharto was 
sworn in on March 10, 1W8, for his 
seventh fi\e-ye.ir term even as students 
demonstrated against him in the Javanese 
cities ol Surabaya and Yogyaknrta and on 
the outskirts of Jakarta itself. Vice- 
President and former Minister ot Research 
and Technology, Jiisuf Habibie, was also 
sworn in as a possible short-term 
replacement tor Suharto if the 76-year old 
leader were to die in office. 

There had been speculation—mainly 
in Singapore—that Suharto will step aside 
at some point during his seventh term, 
perhaps after Imlonesia has gone through 
the worst of the ccononiic crisis afflicting 
the nation However, Suharto, while using 
a mixlern presidential format, still believes 
himself to be a traditional Javanese king 
who will stay in office until he dies. 

Many people feel that the root cause 
of the current crisis in the country is that 
Suharto insists upon staying in power 
despite mounting opposition. Moreover, 
the convention in Indonesia is that the 
I’rcsident must be a Javanese. Therefore, 


bidonesians know that Habibie cannot be 
President because he comes from Sulawesi, 
since sixty per rent of the Indonesian 
population resides in the island of Java, 
the con\ enlion of choosing the President 
from Java is there. 

Surprisingly, Suharto did not present 
either an analysis of the economic crisis, 
or a road map by which the country might 
escape trom it. He made no reference to 
the US $ 4.1 billion bailout from the 
International Monetary l iind. He did not 
mention any specific reforms which were 
essential lor the Indonesian economy. 
However, he did refer to the fact that the 
country could not aftorcl to lead an 
extravagant life. The country has been 
facing extremely high prices—as high as a 
200 and 100 per cent price rise—since last 
one year. 

USA-CUBA 

Clinton eases curbs on aid and 
travei to Cuba 

P iRI^SIUENT Clinton, on March 20,1W8, 
eased restrictions on aid and travel to 
Cuba and on remittances sent to relatives 
on the island by Cuban Americans. This 
was decided in ri'sponse to a plea Irom 


Survey on Bureaucracy 

According to a survey compiled by the Political and Economic Risk Consultancy, 
Singapore has the best bureaucracy in Asia and Vietnam has the worst. 

Based on more than 300 responses, Singapore rated the best, a 2.53 on a 10-point 
scale. The other scores were; Hong Kong 3.11, Malaysia 5.43, Taiwan 6.25, Japan 6.69, 
Thailand 6.88, Philippines 7.25, China 7.33, India 8 00, Indonesia 8.00, South Korea 
8.27, Vietnam 9.00. 

The sun/ey of bureaucracy, corruption and a host of other indicators is now in its 
10th year. In 1997, the survey had captured Increased concern on the part of businessmen 
about corruption in South, Korea, Thailand and Indonesia. Subsequently, those ihiee 
were among the worst-hit by Asia's economic crisis. 

In terms of bureaucracy, the surveys have indicated that China is improving over 
time, while Japan and South Korea liave gotten worse. Apparently, the deepest problem 
may actually be in the region's most developed economy, Japan, making it dilficult for it 
to h'^lp solve Asia's economic problems. 

Singapore has been credited with running.an efficient airport, making it easy to set 
up a business, and operating efficient State-owned enterprises. Although it has . been 
pointed out that its bureaucrats are often overtly officious and reluctant to make decisions 
on issues not specifically covered by regulations. 

The survey has indicated that bureaucracy in Singapore and Hong Kong was about 
equal, if not sfightly better, than Britain, the US and Australia, ft also warrjed that Indonesia's 
rating for bureaucracy, already near the bottom, is likely to gel worse.. 








the Pope during his visit to Cuba, to help 
the Church carry out humanitarian and 
religious activities that do not help the 
Communist government. It was, hem’ever, 
specified that the move did not convey 
any appmval of Castro but was based on 
the conclusion that the Pope’s visit had 
"created space for people to act in 
opposition to Castro". 

The new changes include allowing 
Cuban Americans to send nn)nL'y directly 
and legally to relatives in Cuba through 
licensed agencies. The amount was fixed 
at $ 300 every quarter to each houseluild, 
for a total of $ 12,100 a year Charitable 
organisations like the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Catholic Charily Caritas 
will be allowed to charter fliglils from the 
US to Cuba, to carry humanitarian goods 
and passengers with emergency needs 
The Cuban American members 
Congress were quick to criticise the 
decisirrn. Some, however, welcomed the 
move as a sign of needed change 

The mo\c to ease the sanctions on i 
Cuba had been gathering momentum even 
belore the Pope's visit, spearhcadi'd by the 
IJb Chamber of Commerce and other traile 
bodies who mninfai'i that an end to the 
embargo w'ould bring freedom sooiu'i to 
t uba. 

I 

PAKISTAN 

Census conducted at last but not 
without problems 

P AKISTANI'S first population census in 
17 year: IcTced many problems, 
especially strong protests in lialuL'hislan I 
Former Premier lienazir Bhutto also I 
warned the "controversial census" will | 

DaYouKnwi.. 

Microsoft has decided to set up a 
Software Development Centre in 
Hyderabad, its first major centre outside 
its Redmond Hill headquarters in Seattle 
in the US. Hyderabad won over 
Bangalore and Chennai, which were 
also being considered for the project, 
because of the availability of technical 
manpower, infrastructure and IT-friendly 
approach of the government. 



open the flocxlgates of problems for the countries have pledged cuts of 270,000 
country. bpd, makmg a total of 1.5 million bpd in 

The census process had begun on overall promised cuts «is part of a package 

March 2. It faced pniblcins, espivially in ol reductions to lift prices after a long 

Baluchistan province, where I’ushloon- slump. 

dominated areas refused to oblige to the The slump was caused by weak 

enumerators. In the capital city of Quetta, demand in cash strapped Asuin countries, 

census papers were snatched on the a It) per cenl rise in OPLC's' 1998 

opening day of census and protestors production ceiling, a mild northern 

resorted to aerial firing, expressing their hemisphere winter <ind increased Iraqi 

opposition to the process. In a lot of exports. 

Pushtoon-dominated areas in the province It was declared that the group w'ould 

the census staff ".ere not allowed to cut 1.2-15 million bpd from its recent 

continue with their work despite every output of 26.99 million bpd until the end 
enumerator being accompanied by an 
army jawan Piishtoons had declared 
earlier that they would boycott the census 
process as they fear that the Baluch- 
dominaled administration of the province 
would resort to unlair means to reduce 
tlie Piishtoons minority in the province. 

Bena/ir Bliutto had pointed nut that 
thi' controversial census would create T A TORI-UWIDh surveys bv the 
problems lor the country as Fast Pakistan VV International Press Institute have 
broke up because of the census. Muttahida pointed towards an increasing Lick of trust 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), the ethnic in the credibility of new'spapers. Fxperts 
party rcjuesenling tlie Mohajira (migrants) have pirinled out that media credibility is 

in Karachi also alleged that the present eroding fast under increasing influence by 
goicrnment was using census to colli-ct politicians and manipulation by business 

iiilonnalion against its workers. The MQM lynHuis. Moreowr, its focus on negative 

aiciised the census enumerators of asking events is weakening the already fragile 
questions which had no relevance to the democratic strurliiies in the third world, 
population and hinising census and sent The situation has come to such a level 

that a law is being drafted in South Korea 
to restrict monopoly ownenship ot media 
bv "ihaebols" business conglomerate. In 
every counlrv—ln m France and Italy to 
1 liail.iiui—an increasing lack ol trust was 
yesrs j expresscil in the credibility of newspapers. 

il has aKo been obseiv ed that ni 'rkel 
N .March .Tl, Ol’I't oil j toives today deline the role ol medw which 

producers approved their til si oulpul | is ailing as a "Ic'llow traveller" of the 
cuts in years, under a inilestiine j\ict to j World Bank, the IMF and State-baikcd 
lower global siipiily and raise prices .An I multinational corporations.! he media has 
emergency meeting of the Organisation ol been neglecting its social responsibility in 
the IVtroieumFxporluigI ountriesbacked the developing world, 
the cuts as part ol an agreement with non- In particular, it has been pointed out 

(>rrC exporters, aimed at sharing about that media revolution had caused tension 
2 per cent world production. in the plural sivcielies of the developing 

riie wide-ranging accord was reached nations, where etlinic demands had Iwn 
by Saudi Arabia. Vcne/.uela and non- blown to the point of .sreession. Media’s 
(IPFC Mexico in Riyadh on March 22. It traditional preference for negative news 
lias garnered support from 10 of OPlX's might threaten the dcmiKratic stuiclures 
11 members plus non-OPFX dmaii, Fgypl of the newly independent nations in Asia, 
and Yemen as well as Norway. Non-OPEC Afri<-a and Latin America 



its object ions to the authorities. 

oil 

OPEC makes first output cuts in 


of l‘)9K. The deal, excluding OPFX' 
member Iraci, left the 10 remaining 
membefs of the cartel pledged to restrict 
supply to 25.74 million bpd. 

MEDIA 

Deteriorating Credibility 


fi?.- 
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CURRDIT GnERAL KNOWIEDGE 


ABBREVIATIONS 

GEF: (Uobal Environment Facility 
Y2K: Year 2000 

AWARDS 

B.D. Goenka Award, 1997 

D IREN Bezboruah, Editor of the 
Sentinel of (Juwahati, has been 
named winner of the B.D. Cioenka Award 
for^ExccIlence in Journalism for 1997. 

Borlaug Award, 1997 

P . Pushpangaden, director of the 
Tropical Botanic Garden and Research 
Institute, Kerala, V. Arunachalam, former 
head of the genetics division on 
AgricnUural Research Institute and 
Darshan Shankar of the P-oundation for 
Revitalisation of Local Health Traditions, 
Bangalore, are the recipients of the 1997 
Borlaug Award, named after the father 
of the Green Revolution, Norman 
Borlaug. 

Earth Day Award, 1998 

F ather Thomas Kocherry of Kerala 
has bagged the Earth Day 
international Environment Award tor 
1998. He set up an alliance ol 8 million 
fish workers in India to stop factory 
fishing and successfully steered the 
World Forum ol Fish Harvesters and Fish 
Workers. 

The other recipients of the award 
are Jack Wyland of the Iceland 
Expedition Educational group teaching 
young people about marine 
environment, John Anderson, an 
environment reporter and John Todd ol 
Ocean Arks International. 

Mother Teresa Memorial Award 

B aba Amte and Mcdha Patkar are the 
recipients of the Mother Teresa 
Memorial Award, instituted by the World 
Human Service Society. 
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Oscar Awards 

T itanic won ll Oscars including Best 
Picture, Best Director and Best 
Origuial Song (My Heart Gn On). The 
Br-st Actor and Actress Award went to Jack 
Nicholson and Helen Hunt, respectively, 
for the movie A.s Good As It Gets. Kim 
Basinger w'on the Best Supporting Actress 
award for L.A. Confidential and Robin 
Williams the Best Supporting Actor Award 
for Good Will Hunting. 

Shankar Puruskar, 1997 

K rishna Narain Prasad 'Magadha' 
lias been awarded the Shankar 
Puruskar for 1997 for his philosophical 
w'ork, Vii^dcvi Saraswafi. The award has 
been instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation. 

Vachaspati Puruskar, 1997 

T he sixth Vachaspati Puruskar hiis been, 
awarded to Rewa Prasad Dwivedi for 
his work, Simtanninsamblmvam. The award 
has been instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation to honour a Sanskrit writer 
for his work published over the past 10 
years. 

BOOKS 

Common Sense Book of Baby and 
Child Care 

P UBLISHED in 1946 and written by Dr 
Benjamin Spock, who died on March 
17, 1998, the book becami? a best seller 
because of its practical theories of child 
care. Dr Spock encouraged parents to 
trust and respect themselves and listen 
to thci, children. For example, he advised 
that it is better to feed babies when they 
want to oat instead of adhering to a strict 
feeding schedule. His seemingly simple 
advici* was a revelation to many. The 
book has been translated into 39 
languages and sold nearly 50 million 
copies, and became the biggest selling 


book in the US after the Bible. 

Love and Longing in Bombay 

W RITTEN by Vikram Chandra, this 
book of five short stories, set in 
Bombay, has won the Best Book Award of 
the Commonwealth Writers Prize tor the 
Eurasia region. 

Motions of Confidence and 
No-Confidence 

C OMPILED by G.C. Malhotra, Lok 
Sabha additional secretary, the book 
contains statistics of no-confidence 
motions faced by various leaders. In the 
11 Lok Sabhas, excluding the latest, there 
have been 25 such motions but onlv 5 have 
succeeded. Late Prime Minister Indira 
Gaiulhi faced the highest (15) number of 
no-confideneb motions but survived them 
all. The difference between a confidenc.' 
and no-ronfidence motion is that the first 
is brought by the government itself while 
the latter is brought against the 
government. Provision lor the no- 
ronfidence motion has been provided for 
in Rule 198 of the rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in [,ok Sabha. 

EDUCATION 
\ Global Education in India 

I NTERNATIONAL degrees can now be 
acquired in India. Several foreign 
universities have set up shop in the 
country and are luring students from 
India. Students enrol in such couises to 
acijuire international exposure and 
expertise. 

The British Council Division (BCD) 
says that these institutes follow a strong 
quality assurance mechanism. Indian 
students are exposed to the same standard 
of education imparted to their 
counterparts abroad. 

Credentials of the institutions are 
scrutinised and the faculty comprises 











professionals from globally competitive 
sectors. 

These courses arc, however, very 
expensive. Students may opt for them 
considering them to be a lifetime 
investment. 

The courses are also tailored to suit 
working people. The flexibility of the 
programme enables them to pursue an 
international degree witliin the framework 
of their work. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Waste Management Technology 

I NDIA has joined the select band of 
feveloped countries that have acquired 
the cost-effective state-of-the-art nuclear 
waste management technology. Only 
seven countries in the world haveacquireil 
this technology and India is one of them, 
with the facility developed indigenously 
at Tarapur. 

The nuclear plants at Trombay and 
Kalpakkam would also switch over to the 
tcchnt)logy shortly, with India keen on 
safety at all its nuclear installations. 

The technology involves 
encapsulating the spent fuel fission 
product in glass bkxks and then storing 
them in two-liner steel containers under 
strict monitoring. 

PERSONS 

Balayogi, Ganti Mohanachandra 

T ill- first-ever Dalit LokSabha Speaker, 
Bala\ogi was first elected to tlic l.ok 
.Sabha in I9‘'i 1 as a Telegu Desam candidate 
from Amalapuram, He was Minister of 
Higher F.diicaticai in the Chandrababu 
Naidu government in Andhra Pratlesh till 
his election to the 12lh l.ok Sabha Born 
on October 1, 1951, he is a post-graduate 
in arts and law. He was chairman of 
Eastern Godavari Zilla Parishad tor four 
years from 1987. 

Namboodiripad, EMS 

V ETERAN CI’l-M leader and former 
Kerala Chief Minister, Namboodiripad 
died on March 19, 1998 in 

Tliiruvananthapuram at the age of 89. He 
headed the first Communist-led ministry 
in Kerala from 1957 to 1959 and was 
General Secretary of the Cn-M from 1978 
to 1992. 


^ive i Vainavee. Atal Rehari 


Vajpayee, Atal Behari 

S WORN in as the nation's 12th Prime 
Minister, Vajpayee has always held 
centre-stage in politics. He was External 
Affairs Minister in the 1977 Janata 
Party government and later leader of 
the Opposition in Parliament, He was 
born on Christmas Day in 192f> at 
Gwalior and became a member of the 
RSS while a student He has lent a 
liberal and tolerant face to the BJP. He 
was the first-ever Indian minister to 
have addressed the UN General 
Assembly in Hindi. He is an erudite 
politician, social worker, orator, poet 
and journalist, all info one. In 1994, 
he won the best parliamentarian 
award, A former editor of Veer Arjun, 
he has entered the Lok Sabha for the 
eighth time and has been a member of 
Ihe Rajya Sabha twice. 

PLACES 

Gobarghata: Witness to Nature's Fury 

W HILE the womenfolk were still 
wailing, mourning the death of their 
dear ones, liobarghata village straddling 
the Orissa-West Bengal border, stands as 
a mute witness to nature's fury which spelt 
doom for its inhabitants in just five 
minutes on Marcli 24,1998 when a torn-ido 
swept across the area. 

PROJECTS 

The Param lOtKW Super Computer 

T he, Centre for Development ot 
Advanced .Computing (C-D.'VC) 
unveiled on March 28, 1998, the new 
I’arain 10000 super-computer that can 
perform 100,000,000,000 mathematical 
operations per second. 

This has placed India in the league 
of nations engaged in advaming 
frontiers of superromputing. Ihe 100 
(ilga Plops supercomputer was launched 
in September 1993. The computer, 
unveiled in Pune, would be the most 
powerful machine of its kind, not only 
in India, but in the entire developing 
[ world. 

i The achievement of this major 
I nuicslone comes against the backdrop of 
the United States administmtion's ban on 
export ot high pcTlormancc computers to 
I India. 


SPACE 

Most distant object of creation 

S cientists in the United states have 
traced tlie most distant object in all 
creation, a young galaxy that existed 
when the universe was in its infancy. The 
discovery effectively stretches the reach 
of human perception 90 million light 
years farther than it has ever extended 
before. 

The finding also offers encouragement 
that the emerging generation of large, 
giound-based telescopes will finally be able 
to unveil the primeval galaxies of that 
epoch, when Ihe first generation of stars 
formexi. To penetrate this mark is a major 
goal tor modern astrophysicists. 

MISCELLANY 

Electronic Commerce 

E lectronic commerce means 
conducting business electronically. 
There are some common 
misconceptions about Electronic 
(’ominerce,'the first is that Electronic 
Commerce is relating to buying and 
selling thrc>ugh ihe Internet. The second 
is that users require credit cards to 
complete their lilectronic Commerce 
transactions. The third is that Internet 
j access is required to visit weh sites that 
I enable you to purchase prctducts .mcl 
i services. 

i Electronic Commerce is more than 

j that It involvc's strc-amlming the way 
organisations operate. Apart from 
eliminating the papor-based transactions, 

I it also changes the way in which 
j organizations conduct buMnc'ss with their 
' trading partners. 

j Electronic Commerce enables 

business to he proactive to market needs 
and enhances the level of the Customer 
Service. Moreover, this technology 
enables organisations to make intormcci 
decisions by providing the right 
information at the right time. This value- 
addition to the enterprise bv 
streamlining information flow from 
businc'ss community participants is kev 
in differentiating it from its competitors. 

Electronic Commerce has unleashed 
a revolution, which is changing the way 
businesses buy and sell products and 
services. Electronic Ciommerce assists in 
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conducting traditiontil commerce via new 
ways of exchanging and processing 
information, as information is at the hc'art 
of any commercial acfivitv. 

Tele-work will improve efficiency 

T FI.L-work would revolutionise the 
concept of offices in the next decade, 
leading to either shrinking of office space 
or even disappearance ot conventional 
offices. 

It would also expand the scope of 
work, improve ctticiency and cut energy 
wastage. limploy»‘es can sit at home and 
do the work instead ol liavellutg miles to 
reach their work pl.ice. Home computers 
would link the employee with the office 
and choice will be given to work at one's 
place and pace. 

Some companies in the US have even 
done away with traditional oftices by 
setting up "virtual offices", where 
employees would interact with an office 
in the sky. 

However, teleworking has thrown 
up some social problems because people 
are getting increasingly isolated, on the 
one hand, and, on the other, wives are 
finding it difficult to cope with a "24 
hour resident husbands". I’sychologists, 
social workers and management gurus 
are trying to tackle these i.ssues ol tele¬ 
work. 


Dolphin Sanctuary for Uttar Pradesh 

T HH IhO-kin stretch m the upper part 
of the tianga, I'elween Bijnor and 
Narora barrage in Uttar Pradesh, will be 
declared as a Dolphin sanctuary. 

Though i> has been listed under 
schedule one ot the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, the World 
Conservation Union (lUCN) has dc'clared 
it as endangered in 199(j, smie the species 
is fast vnmshing. 

Conservationists put the population 
at present around 2.500, trom 4,000-5,000 
in 1982. Recent studies revealed that 
dolphin population is dec lining at the rate 
of 10 per cent per annum. 

tfl the l.'^O to IhO dolphins killed 
annually on an avemge. as many as 100 are 
being butchered in the C.anges between 
Buxerand Farakkti. If immediate preventive 
measures tin; not taken, the species may 
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beaime extinct in the wuntry by 2007. 

The Ganga river dolpliin, commonly 
known as Susu, is one of the four fresh 
water dolphins of the world. The other 
three arc—Baiji in China, Bhulan of 
Pakistan and Boto of Latin America. 

The proposed sanctuary would be the 
second in the country after Vikramshila 
in Bihar. 

The Greying of India 
NDIA would have the maximum 
number of senior citizens in the world 
to look after by 2025. Increasing longevity, 
marked withdrawal of family support and 
the resultant socio-emotional stress, high 
proportion ot destitute elderly living in 
rural areas and working in unorganised 
sector, has become a challenge to policy¬ 
makers. The country has no national policy 
tor the welfare ot tlie aged. 

In a bid to improve the living standards 
of older pxiple, the National Conference on 
Challenges ot Aging, which concluded in 
Hyderabad on March lb, 1998, 
rccommendixl a scries of policy irutLitivc's. 
including settmg up ot geriatric wards in all 
government Ixispitals, health insurance and 
housing facility for the aged, introduction of 
geriatric medicine in medical and nursing 
curriculum and setting up of old age home’s 
witli private sector participation. 


Presently, over six per cent of Indian 
population comprises people over 60 
years. It would touch 10 per cent by 2011 
and 14 per cent by 2025. 

Meghalaya Tribe origins in Turkey 

T he origin of the Jaintia, a major tribe 
in Meghalaya, might be traced back to 
"south western Turkey", according to a 
study. It says that tlic nuvtrilineal people 
of the Jaintia area of Liikka were stressed 
in southwest Anatolia during the first 
millennium BC. 

The I.ukkan State was lixated along 
the banks of Si.inta river, now known as 
Koca, flowing into the Mediterranean sea 
in south-west Anatolia. 

The scholars had long assumed that 
the Lukktinas were closely linked with the 
late bronze age l.ukka pwiple, one of the 
Luwian-speaking population groups of 
the western Asian iiiinoi during the 
second millennium. Lukkan people had 
ethnic and linguistic link with the I I'ltites. 
l.ukka was deemed to be a flourishing 
kingiiom at the time of the Trojan war in 
1193-1184 BC. However, there was little 
arcliacological evidence for settlement in 
the country before the end of the eighth 
century BC, ns many ot these people 
seemed to have led a nomadic existence 
within the area and elsewhere. 


Achievers 

The Competition Master has helped thousands of people realise their 
dreams by helping and guiding them in achieving their goals. We now 
introduce a column to highlight those who have been helped by our 
magazine. Send us the details of the examination you have passed, how you 
prepared for it, and how the Competition Master helped you achieve your 
goal. You can also include advice to readers on what they should da Also 
send your photograph and a brief biographical sketch. Selected entries win 
be printed in this column. 

Send your entry to Achievers, The Competition Master, 126, Industrial 
Area-1, Chandigarh— 160 002. 











BODY-BUILDING in 46.4 overs. Wills Trophy 

National Body-Building Championship MUMBAI crushed Board President's XI 

RAILWAYS logged 128 points to bag the South Africa-Sri Lanka Test Series by 7 wickets to win their fifth Wills 

overall team honours in the 37th senior SOUTH Africa beat Sri Lanka by 70 runs j Ir.iphy. The match was played at 

National Ikxly-building Championship in the first Test played at Cape Town. Lucknow, 

hold at Hyderabad. j Needing 377 li: win, Sri Lanka were 

i bowled out for 306. GOLF 

CRICKET I l ast bowler Allan Donald became the Indian Open, 1998 

India-Australia Test Series | first South African to take 200 Test wickets FF.K( )Z Ali picked up the biggest pay cheque 

INDIA won thesm>nd Test by an innings i as he swung the second and final Test of $ 50,010 by winning the Classic Indhin 

and 219 runs to clinch the three-l est | against Sri Lanka, played at Pretoria, to Open tournament, playi'd ui Calcutta, with a 

series against Australia. In the match j his team's favour. Sri l,anka had bowled tour-mund score of 14-under274. Hebixame 

played at Calcutta, India declared their out South .Africa for 200 with a first innings tin* tliird home player to win tin* Indian Open 

first innings at 633 for 5 in reply to lead ot 103 runs but Donald triggered a after P.C. Bila*) Sethi in 1%5 and Ali Sher in 

Australia's 233. In the second innings, Sri Lankan collapse. South African captain 1991 and WA 

they were bowled out tor 181 to give a 1 HansieCronje slammed the second fastest 

2-0 lead in the Test series. I 50 in lest history (in 31 balls) to propel his HOCKEY 

Kasprowic/ emerged as a hero .is sidi* to a 6-wickct victory. I’akistan-India Series 

he helped Australia score an eight- PAKISIAN made the best ol two clear 

wicket win oyer India in the third West fndies-England Test Series openings to beat India 2-0 in the final 

and final Test played at Bangalore. FAST bowler Courtney Walsh took thnv malchplavedatChennaiof theeight-Test 

The target of 194 runs was achieved wickets in eight balls to lead Wi-st Indies I hockey series, which they clinched 4-3. 

with an unbeaten century by Mark to vicloiy over Fngland in the sixth Cable ■ 

Taylor, j and Wireless cricket Test played at 5t \ TENNIS 

' )ohn's (Antigua). Fngland were bowled i Fvcrl Cup 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe Series | out for .321, giving West Indies an innings | WORLD NuinbiT ! Martina Hingis won 

PAKISTAN won the scries of one-day | and 52 run triumph and a.3-1.series victory i her vcond title of the ye<ir with a 6-3,6-4 

internationals 2-0 against Zimbabwe, i to retain the Wisden trophy they have held | victory over second sct*d and defending 

Zimbabwe was 272 for 4 in the second | since 1973. The fifth Test had ended in a i champion Lindsay Davenport in the 

and final match played at Harare and | tame draw bivause of persistent rain in i final of the F.vert Cup played at Indiana 

Pakistan was able to make only 276 for b | Bridgetov.'ii. . VVells 


PREPARE FOR COAAPETITIONS 

Increase your general knowledge about current Social Economic Problems and Developments 


— "SOCIAL ACTION" 

Annual Subneriptlon rat* Rs. ISO/- (Spnclal Rain Rs. 110/> for tho roadoro of 
TNG COMPETITION MASTER} Pay by Drafl or PO/MO or Cash. 


Setict your sul)5ciiption to ■ H I f fe-C EJI II 

10, INSTITUTIONAL AREA. LODMl ROAD NEV>/ DELHI-110003 
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Appointfd, Elected Etc. 

jmg Zemin He has been re-elected as 
President of China. 

Zhu Rongji. He has been appointed as 
China's Prime Minister. 

Sergei Kinyenko- He has been appointed 
Prime Minister of Russia. 

Ganti Mohanachandra Balayogi- He has 
been elected Speaker of the 12th Lok Sabha. 

Prem Kumar Dhumal: He Ls the new Chief 
Minister of Himachal Pradesh. 

Tnnath Mtshra. He has taken over as 
Director of the CBl. 

laswant Singh: He has been appointed as 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Com¬ 
mission. 

Brajesh Mtshra: He has been appointed 
Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

Rooseself Johnson: He has been appointed 
Ambassador of Liberia to India. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Romeo LeBlanc: Governor-General of 
Canada. 


General Henryk Szumski. Chief of Army 
Staff of the Polish Army. 

Resigned 

Viktor Chernomyrdin: Prime Minister of 
Russia. 

Madhu Dandavale: Deputy Chairman of the 
Planning Commission. 

Romesh Bhandari- Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Virbhadra Singh: Chief Minister of 


Died 

EMS Namboodiripad: Former Kerala 
Chief Minister and General Secretary of the 
CPI-M. 

Benjamin Spock: Paediatrician and author 
of several books on baby-care. 

Malati Choudhury: Eminent Gandhian and 
Sarvodaya leader. 

Dada Kondke: The comedy king of Marathi 
films. 


EVENTS 

MARCH 

17—The Haryana government takes a 
decision to reverse its policy on liquor 
prohibition with effect from April 1. 

19—Atal Behari Vajpayee is sworn in as 
Prime Minister, heading a 43-member 
BjP-led coalition ministry. 

24— A cyclone rips through villages in 
Midnapore district in West Bengal and 
adjoining areas in Orissa, killing atleast 
200 people. 

25— Two school boys in Jonesboro in USA 
open fire with rifles on classmates and 
teachers, killing four girls and a teacher. 

27—The Supreme Court stays the death 
sentences awarded to all 26 people 
convicted of conspiracy in the R!ajiv 
Gandhi murder case. 

2B—The Atal Behari Vajpayee government 
wins the vote of confidence with 274 in 
favour and 261 against. 

31—Tripura Health Minister Bimal Sintui and 
tus brother are killed in an ambush by 
suspected National Liberation Front of 
Tripura (NLFT) guerrillas. 

APRIL 

1—Court rejects the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment lawsuit against President 
Clinto of USA. 

6—Pakistan carries out test of the surface- 
to-surface missile, the Hatf-V (Ghauri), 
with a range of 1,500 km and capable of 
carrying a nuclear weapon. 

9—More than 150 Haj pilgrims are killed in 
a stampede in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. 



VNfON COUNeH ttF MINISTERS 

Cabinet Min<steis 


AW Bahari Vajpoyw, Prime Minister. 
External Affairs and Agriculture and ail other 
departments not allocatsd to any other 
minister 

L. K. AdvanI :Home 
Anant Kumar : CMI Aviation 
Slkandar BakM : Industry 
Satyanarain Jatlya : Labour 

II.III. Joahl : Human Resource Development 
[Additional charge: Sdenoe and Technology) 
II.L. Khurana : Parliamentary Affairs 
(Additional charge: Tourism) 

P.R. Kumaramangalam ; Powr 
Kashi Ram Rana : Textiles 
Yaahwant SInha : Finance 
Sushma SwaiaJ ; Information and 
Broadcasting 

George Fernandes: Defence 
NHIah Kumar ; Railways 

M. Thambl Dural : Lew, Justice and 
Company Affairs 

Ram JathmalanI : Urban Development 
Buta Singh ; Communications 
S.S. Bamala : Chemicals and Fertilisers 
[Additional charge: Food) 

R.K. Hagde : Commerce 

Sureah Prabhakar Prabhu : Environment 

and Forests 

Navean Patnalk : Sleel & Mines 
K. Ramainurthy; Petroleum and Natural 
Gas 


H!iin!3ters of Slate (Independent Chai'ge) 

Babagouda R. Mil : Rural Development 
Dlllp Ray : Coal 

Dalit Ertllmalal : Health and Family Walfare 
Maneka Gandhi : Weltare 

Ministers ot State 

Bandaru Daltatreya : Urban Development 
Rameah Bala ; Steel and Mines 
Uma Bharatl ; Human Resource 
Development 

Santosh Kumar Gangwar : Petroleum and 
Natural Gas 

Babulal Marandl : Environment and 
Forests 

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi : Information & 
Broadcasting 

Ram Nalk : Railways and Parliamentary 
Afteiis 

AK. PaW : Chemicals and Fertilisers 
Debendra Pradhan : Surface Transport 
Kabindra Purkayasiha : Communications 
Vaaundhara Raja : External Aftairs 
Sompa! : Agriculture 
Satyiqwl BIngh YMav: Civil Supplies 
R.K. Kumar : Finance (Revenue, Banking 
and Insurance) (Additional charge: 
Portlamentary Affairs) 

R. Janartharian : Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions 
BukhWr Sbigh Badal : Industry 
Omak Apang : Tourfsffl 
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1. Current Affairs & Backgrounders Rs 75.00 

2. Ever-Latesl General Knowledge 

—By O.P. Khanna Rs 90.00 
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—By OP. Khanna Rs 175.00 
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7. Short Essays 


Rs 30.00 


8. How to Study and Take Exams Rs 20.00 
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Rs 15.00 
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Commission Examination Rs 60.00 
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POSTAGE FREE! 
If single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


RKAl) 

IlMS 

BOOKS 
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6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14. 
PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsni.net.in 


NOW IlMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IlMS BOOKS I^OR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Including 3000 OblecUva Type Expected Quemtionm) 

_ --^SONGEN““-- 


2500 EXPECTED I 


13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY R*. 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 

I IS. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 

Ra.150/-|l6. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (WHh Full Study Malarial) Ra. 


50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(5000 Oblective Type Oueetlone for ell Exeme) 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/G 


lENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 76/- 17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY 


Ra. 140/ 


IS. 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
INDIAN HISTORY (With FuU Study Meterlel} 


100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/G.S. Ra. ISO/- 19 . PSYCHOLOGY- STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK 


OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Uaterlel A 5000 Objective Oueetlone) Ra. 120/ 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGUSH 
(5500 Objective Type Oueetlone lor ell Exeme). Ra. 150/' , 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. 150/ 
ENGUSH COMPREHENSION (200 Raiding ComprahanalonPataagaa) Ra. 70/ 
COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/ 

100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 50/ 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (mill Study Uelerlel) Ra. 60/ 

OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 

CDSE/NTSE EXAMS (With FuU Study Meterlel) Ra. 120/- 

5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Meterlel-The Complete Improvement Couree) Ra. 160/- 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABILITY (Fully Solvad) Ra. 160/- 
GENERAL INTELLIGENCEn-EST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS /47100 Objective Oueetlone With Study Meterlel) Ra. 150/- 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING , 

(5000 Ot^ectlve Type Oueetlone for ell Exeme.) Ra. 150/- 

VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 

IPERS ON GENERAL ENGUSH 21. is,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

I Oueetl one lo r ell Exeme). _ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 

flS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. 150/- hm -iia j a . aiwio avnl-tvc /wx Saifi S u il ua-A w a Ra 

SION (200 Raiding CofnprahanalonPttaagaa) Ra. 70/- *° °° Ra. 

TITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. SOI- 23. Vmi VI ymsiR - JWHIH TiraiSt ip> 8300 HTTlm Ra. 

S 5*' 24. 'tra4W?l fllwH - 3IWP1 Rpnft ipi 5000 HtsOm Ra. 

C FOR ALL EXAMS (mm Study WatarM) Ra. 60/-, _ , n 

NATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ *S. ipna - 4000 (Ug-dqlRMtH) VTimv Ra. 

(With Full Study Meterlel) Ra. 120/- 26. H ti raH - 4700?pigft»a OTfRtrrv Ra. 

ESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full gr. ai«{ynT 9 - 3 |S|iR Ttprf) tja 4000 ( 4 |-tef^TO) UVRltR Ra. 

28. HiH i -u anain - 12,000 (wg-dasf^rai) Ra. 
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npMn lmprov 0 m 0 m ceur9€; Rs. 100 / 
3N NUMERICAL ABILITY (Fully Solvad) Ra. 160/- 
ICEA-EST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
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VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS I 

(Objective Type Oueetlone With Fidl Study Meterlel) Ra. 120/- 

OATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objective Type Oueetlone With Full Study Meterlel) Ra. 100/- 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Objective Queethme) Ra. 100/- 

3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Meterlel lor ell Exeme) Ra. 100/- 
4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR IIT/JEE EXAM Ra. 100/- 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Full Study Matarlal A1800 Quaatloni) Ra. 100/-I 
1000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 60/- 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 60/- ^ 
CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra 60/- 1. 

TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Ra. 60/- 2. 

HiTO an irftuta a'HjF l m (ag-i^asfcaai) WRtmr Ra. so/- 3- 

«im-a 5IH - 6000 (ag-i^arf^ro) Ra.l60/- J- 

«HRi-u vim - 100 Ra.i40/- g' 

Tn»tr=a - 2600 atgPHa (ag 4a>fc«ia5) Ra. sol- y. 

ttim5*i ija Ra. 150/- 8. 

aiql^vB aiapifiira Ra. iso/- * 

1 ?' 


B general SCIENCE Ra. 200/- 7. GENERAL MENTALA 

Ra. 120/- 2 geography 8. CURRENT AFFAI 

Ra. 100/- (WORLD S INDIA) Ra. 200/- 8. RIRIRI 

RailOO/- 3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 2001- lo. ^pilR (Rva afht ’ 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Ra. 150/- n. ami an sfilsra 

Ra.ioo/- 5. INDIANCONSTTTUTION Ra. ISO/- ig ami an 

g:- ISSi: G **- WORKBOOK “ Ra. 200/- «.haawi 




Ra. 200/- 7. GENERAL MENTALABIUn Ra. 

8. CURRENT AFFAIRS Ra. 
Ra. 200/- 9. fliar-a f^mn Ra.; 

Ra. 2001- 10 . ^pilR (ftra afht ntaa) Ra. ; 
Ra. 150/- 11 . ami an sfilsra Ra. : 
Ra. ISO/- 12 . ami an liftinn Ra. 
Ra. 200/- ,3 amfta anfaiawi Ra. 


Englleh Convereetlone On Verloi 
5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 100/- ’2. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 100/- SSB INTERVIEWS An Intro 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra.100/- ^3. ESWUSH^VOCABU^ 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 100/- \ 

20.00U OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR “!xl 

MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Oueetlon Benk) Ra 350/- ’*• “CtIONAIW OF QUOTATIONS 

model LETTERS rOH ALL 


2400 OBJECTIVE QUESriONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study Meterlel) 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Full Study Meterlel) 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 
5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 


Ra 60/- 1. PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra 

Ra. 60/- 2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL Rn. 

Ra. SO/- 3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL Ra. 

R. lan/ 6. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL Ra. 

2 AAA, 3. ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra. 

Ra.140/- g travel a TOURISM FOR ALL Ra. 

Ra. SOI- 7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL Ra. 

Ra.150/- 8. PAINTING FOR ALL Ra. 

Ra ISO/- 9 BEAUTY FOR ALL Ra. 

10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL Ra. 

11. ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Cortla/n/ng200 
dMaMKitm Ertgileh Convereetlone On Verioue Topice In English) Ra. 

Ra.100/- 12. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS a 
Ra 100/- 3SB interviews (With An Introduction to Interviews) Ra. 
Ra' 100/- 13- ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS Ra. 
Ra'iOO/- 14- WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE Ra. 

15. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS a ANTONYMS Ra. 

Ra 350 / 13- DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS Ra. 

17. MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL Ra. 

I'TTaia. PARAGRAPH WHITING FOB ALL Ra. 

'Mfc.- Mi|l 9 . PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL Ra. 

Ra. 80/- 20. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Metric A 10*2 eleeeee) Ra. 

Ra. 200/- 21. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS. Ra. 

Ra. 80/- 22. INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 

23. IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 

Ra. 200/- 24. ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 

Ra. 60/- ECONOMIC PROBLEMS (CONTAINING 300 SHORT ESSAYS) Ra. 

25. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 

26. IlMS ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (Hindi-Engllah) Ra. 

27 BUSINESS O.KJBUSINESS AWARENESS Ra. 

28. WORD POWER (With Full Santencaa) Ra. 

29. LA.S. PLANNER (With Full Syllabua) Ra. 

30. PREPOSITIONS FOR ALL (WRh Full Sentences) Ra. 

31. CONFUSED a MISUSED WORDS (With Full Santancaa) Ra. 

32. PROVERBS FOR ALL OCCASIONS Ra. 


Ra. 300/' 
Ra. 80/ 
Ra. 2001 
Ra. 100/ 
Ra. 200/' 
Ra. 80/' 
Ra. 200/ 


For Iraa poatag# aand tha full amount In advanca by M.OJBank Draft on tha abova addraaa. For V.P.P. aand Ra. 200/- by M.O. aa advanca. 


G.& : RS.100/- ( I.A.S. PLANNER : RS. 100/- 1 INTERVIEWS : RS.100/- 













JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


FREE 


VI IH() ( V^SI I I I 
>\ ( HM II KS. 



FREE 
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ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL AUGUST 31, 1998. 
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■ENEWAL STUDIES PAPER Rs IcSO?- 

i.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 85(V- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Each Coma 

I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.IiBANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM/BANK P.O. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ‘A’/‘B’ Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FyC.R.P.Fyi.T.B.P. EXAM Rs.1500/- 
L.I.CyG.I.C. A.A.O.’s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES (CDSE) Rs. 1500/- 
INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs.l 500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs.1500/- 


rs, leoo/- 

« B.B.SyB.B.AyB.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
$ NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) Rs. 1500/- 
a, N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

» I.I.Tyj.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

^ M.B.B.SyP.M.T. ENJ. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

> SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

B.S.F., D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

IB/SSC ASSISTANTS'GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
^ BANK CLERKS’/CLERKS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1200/- 
v ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 
^ GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE Rs. 1200/- 
.. GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE Rs. 900/- 


HAPPY NEWS ! NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH ilMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS Rs. 50/- 

. INTERVIEWS Rs. 50/- 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 5(V- each 

r INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

. POLITICAL SCIENCE (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

. INDIAN HISTORY (I & 11) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. While sending your fee, please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly In capital letters 
on the M.O. coupon or In the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest. Please write your address clearly. 

2. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURi, M.A. EngllehA Pol. Sc. (Pub.Admn.), P.G. Dip. in Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 

Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to: 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18, (II FLOOR), JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING. NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. ; 4316915, 4329106, 4311946, FAX ; 91-11-4313503 
E-mail : iimspubta'nde.vsni.net.in 





NOW IlMS OFFERS IdsfilLVilglMd IN ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA. 

BECOME IlMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART OF THE MOST 
REPUTED INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM 
SEND Rs. 200/- BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN ABOVE. 
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Editor 




poiilkiaiw]^vepubllsh8dbo(:to«Ad|XM^sii«eciw!»a^^ ' 

dwdOl wpoti hift bowel moveoMnte, dwoties of eex end human exoe- 
mmt. in eueieay to ccuunemonie too leaden andTevohitloniaiestd | 
the wc^drVnritito Salman Ru^hdte says fhatnodiing'Gandhi did cxm* | 
trtbutod toindia's mdependence. 

It is dlsttiA>ing that ttieae days any twO'bit writer can hcqK to eddeve 
famebycribasingGcndlu WiheisUkeRuahdieandPatrkkPrenclvwho 
hve abroad, take pains to inteipnrt GancQil tot ua, as If Indians aie 
ine^pabtoafmaldng{heirowndeiridkms.OneGBravdhe|pdwtoelmg(twt | 
dto wrHi^ expose dien ofwn medioa% toan aay ai^rtotoy wtKihv^^ 
about Gandhi, dte man. 

PtosonalhdtotsofgreatpeopleitBrdlyin^pingettpontheiretheraddev»‘' 
menta. Will Pretodent Qmton be temsmbexed for aescual allegations i 
against Idm, or for hia woik? UUinuttdy, the aUegarions nuy appear 
pist as a footnote in history books, or not at all 
It is tone this nonsense stopped. Ijct Us accept his greabiess Though 
cmre is a democracy, blaaidieinizig Gandhi sh^ld be made an offence 
At least die self-promotion that goes on in the name of discovering 
Gandlu will stc^. 
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FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS READ IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ 


FREE 
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FREE 
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NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF F.SSENT1AL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE 
BOOKS WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON G.D7INTERVIEWS/KNGLISH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL AUGUST 31. 1998. 
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1. General Knowledge Ks. ISO/. 

2. G.K. Workbook Ks. 200/- 

3. General Science Rs. 200/- 

4. Geography Rs. 200/- 

5. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

6. Indian Constitution Ks. ISO/- 

7. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

8. General English Rs. 120/- 

9. i0« M.T.P. on EaglUh Rs. ISU/- 

10. Tcsl of English Lsnguigt Rs. 150/- 

11. Conmon Errors in English Rs. 100/- 

12. Arguntnlallrc Qntstions Rs. 100/- 
13.100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

14. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

15. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

16. Model Letters Ks. 70/- 

17. Synonyms & Aatsaymi Rs. 70/- 

18. Idioms St Phras« Rs. 70/- 

19. Word Power Rs. 70/- 

30. Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

21. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 

22.1ntervlews for All Rs. 100/' 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. G.K. Workbook Rs. 200/- 

3. 15,000 Questions on 

General Studies Ks. 300/- 

4. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Ks. 140/- 

5. General Science Rs. 200/- 

6. Objective Gen. Science Rs. 100/- 

7. Geography Rs. 200/- 

8. Indian History Ks. 200/- 

9. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

10. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 
ll.l00P.P.onG.KyG.S. Rs. 150/- 

12. General Mental Ability Rs. 150/- 

13. Arithmetic Rs. 60/- 

14. Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

15. Previous Papers Ks. 50/- 


Total: Rs. 2270/- 



Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Ks. 300/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 150/- 


Rs. 1590/- 



Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 70/- 


Rs. 50/- 
Rs.100/ 
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General English Ks. 

IM M.T.r. on English Rs. 150/- 
Connai Errari is Engliib Rs. 100/- 
Teil at Eagliib Laigiagc Rs. 150/- 
Reading Csnprthcniian Rs. 70/- 
Engllsh Vocabulary Ka.150/- 
Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 
Arguncnlativc Qncitloni Rs. 100/- 
.SynonymsO Anionymi Rs. 70/- 
Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 
Word Power Course Rs. 20<V- 
Objective Maths Ks. 120/- 
5tN Qitiliiai aa ArlthneticKs. 160/- 
100 P.P. aa Nnntrical Ability Rs. 160/- 
Data Interpretation Rs. 100/- 
Verbal Reining Rs. 120/- 
Tesl of Reasoning Rs. 150/- 
100 M.T.P. on Reasoning Ks. 150/- 
Inlerviews for All R-s. 100/- 
Gcneral Knowledge Rs. 150/- 
50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs. 140/- 
Business G.K. Rs. 40/- 




General Knowledge Rs. 150/ 
S0M.T.P.onG.K. Rs.l40/ 

100P.P. on G.K. R.S.150/ 

Indian Constitution Rs. 100/ 
General Science Rs. 200/ 
Geography Rs. 200/ 

Indian History Rs. 200/ 

Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/ 
Objective Maths Rs. 120/ 
i.ltOOQacitisaianArltbnetic Rs. 160/ 
. (General English Rs. 120/ 
;. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/ 

i.Tckl of English Language Rs. 150/ 
.Common Errari in EnglisbRs. 100/ 
. Group Discussions Rs. 100/ 
'. Interviews for All Rs. 100/ 
. English Conversation Rs. 150/ 
.English Vocabulary Rs. 150/ 


TobI: Rs. 2510/- 
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1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. SOM.TJ'.onG.K. Rs. 140/- 

3. 100 P. P. on G.K. Rs. ISO/- 

4. General English Rs. 120/- 

5. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 

6. Test of Engliib Language Rs. 150/- 

7. Reading Comprehension Rs. 70/- 

8. Cannaa Errari ia Engliib Rs. 100/- 

9. 100 Imporbnt Essays Rs. 50/- 

10. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

11. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

12. Model Letters Rs. 7l)/- 

13. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

14. Synonyms & Antonyms Ks. 70/- 

15. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

16. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

17. Argumentative Questions Ks. 100/- 
IS.SOdbQieitiaisiiAritbaetic Ks. 160/- 
19.110 P.P.aiNmerical Ability Rs. 160/- 

20. Test of Reasoning Ks. 150/- 

21. Ill M.T.P. an Reasnning Rs. 150/- 

22. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/- 

23. Data Interpretation Rs. 100/- 

24. Interviews for All Rs. 100/- 


Rs. 2690/- 



1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2. 5911 Qneitloisna Chemistry 100 

3. 5000 Questions on Bobny 100 

4. 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5. General Science 200 

6. Objective Science 100 

7. 3000 Questions on Science 100 

8. Dictionary of Science 70 


TobI: Rt.870| TobI 
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1. English Conversation Ks. ISO/ 

2. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/ 

3. General English Ks. 120/ 

4. Cenasi Errari ia Eagliib Rs. 100/ 

5. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/ 

6. Synonym! & Antonyms Ks. 70/ 

7. Word Power Course Rs. 200/ 

8. 100 Imporbnt Essays Rs. 50/ 

9. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/ 

10. Precis Writing Ks. 60/ 

11. Model l.rlters Rs. 70/ 

12. 100 M.T.P. on English R.s. 150/ 

13. TrsI of Engliib Langiigr Rs. 150/ 

14. Rending Comprchtniion Ks. 70/ 

15. ArgnmenlilivtQncsIloni Rs. 100/ 


TobI 


Ks. 1560/- 
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1. Group Disewisions 

2. Interviews for All 

3. ArgsntililiviQntsliiias 

4. Quotations for All 

5. English Conversation 

6. lot) Important Essays 

7. Paragraph Writing 

8. English Vocabubry 

9. Word Power 

10. Cicncral Knowledge 


TnbI 


Rs. 100/ 
Rs. 100/ 
Rs. 100/ 
K.S. 50/ 
Rs. 150/ 
K.S. 50/ 
Rs. 50/ 
Ks. 150/ 
Rs. 70/ 
Rs. 150/ 


Rs. 970/- 


General Knowledge Rs.l50/- 
50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs.l40/- 
lOOP. P. onG.K. Rs.150/- 
indian Constitution Ks.lOO/- 
English Vocabulary Rs. I SO/- 
soilQacillasianAriibntlic Ks.lb0/- 
Tcsl of Reasoning Ks.lSO/- 
III M.T.P. on Reasoning Rs.l50/- 
Objtictive Geography Rs. 60/- 
Objectlve Srience Rs.lOO/- 
General English Ks. 120/- 
Tail nf Eagliih Langnige Rs.l50/- 
100 M.T.P. on English Rs.lSO/- 
Cannan Errari ii Engliib Rs.i00/- 
100 Imporbnt Eswyn Rs. 50/- 
Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 
Precls Writing Rs. 60/- 

Modci Letters Rs. 70/- 

Inbrviews for All Rs.l00/- 


Rs. 2160/- 


1. Students may buy the compielc 
‘.Success Paek* or any book/books. 

2. Free Books worth Rs. 200/-will be 
sent to those students only who buy onr 
full ‘Success Pack' of any course and 
send the hill payment in advance. To 
avail of this offer the students may 
deduct an amount of Rs. 200/- from the 
tobi cost of the ‘Success Pack* as given 
above while sending the amount by 
M.OTBank Draft. 

3. For ftec posbgc, please send the 
full amount In advance by M.O./Bank 
Draft on the above addren. For V.P.P. 
send Rs. 500/- by M.O. as advance. 

4. Wrilcyournamc.addressandthc 
name of the ‘Success Pack', clearly In 
caplbllcttersonlhcM.O.Cuuponorin 
the teller. 
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The best two letters o( the month, appealing in the box, have been awarded a pnze ef Rs 
too 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue You 
can also e-mail your response to lettersCiiJcompetitionmasicr com The decision of the Cdtton 
wUHMlfnaL 


DEFENCE 

The cover story of Uefena* 
was very compreltcnsive In the 
era of globalisation, when 
students are wildly rushing for 
becoming MBAs, etc, your 
feature has opened their eyes 
with a message that a career in 
defence is also a royal career. 

Sudhir Kumar 
Muzaffdrpur, Bihar 

BUSINESS AND 
POLITICS 

Outdated laws restrict our 
activities, and bureaucrats do all 
they can to stop us from 
progressing. Instead of 
controlling business, we have to 
restrict and control the 
government. Once we are able 
to do that, we have the 
beginning of a miracle. 

Det'pak Gupta 
raridahad, Haryana 

Instability affects business, 
which our leaders scarcely 
recognise SioiK politicians 
cannot provide growth, it is 
necessary to separate business 
and politics. 

Maiii.'ili Bhandari 
Koldwara, Uttar Pradriili 

ELECTION ’98 

There is a saying. "Politics 
is the last refuge of a scoundrel". 
How true it is in the present 
context. People who have no 
proper education or experience to 
govern arc tixlay holding charge 
of important functions and 
departments of the government. 


My suggestion is that there 
should be a minimum 
educational qualification, say 
graduation, and an entrance 
examination to qualify to enter 
politics. Alsu, after being elected 
the MPs should be made to attend 
a training camp to teach them the 
art of governance. Then and only 
then can we hope of some 
improvement in our system. 

Chinntayee Sahu 
Vimikhapalnam, A.P. 

PATENTS REGIME 

Your feature on patents 
provided information in depth, 
whereas in newspapers one just 
gets shallow commentaries. 
Please continue publishing such 
features, which are so essential 
for understanding real issues. 

Htrarmay Pranianik 
Calculla 

Failure to hold geographic 
appellation and short¬ 
sightedness of our rulers will 
lead India to further subjugation. 
This trend must be stopped to 
prevent Indians from being 
subjugated, just like thev were 
during the British regime. 

SflHjny Chanda 
Chinsurah, West ficiij|(i/ 

IMPROVING 

MEMORY 

I would like to thank you 
for introducing the feature on 
memory improvement. This is an 
area in which students can 
greatly benefit. 

Milali josh 
Almora, Uttar Pradesh 


DEFENDERS OF NATIONAL 
FRONTIERS 

As a senior citizen, I wouid like to appeal to our youth 
to make a career in our armed forces. Money is not always 
the major factor in life. A career in defence leaches y«u_ 
discipline, etiquette, punctuality, good human relations and 
capability to face any eventuality. And, after you retire it 
leaves you with enough capabilities to earn money, if you so 
desire. 

Bhupen Bose 
Calcutta, West Bcn/^al 

BUSINESS AND POLITICS 

Many things infiuence business activity, and politics is 
perhaps the strongest. USA has always created favourable 
conditions for its co^jpanies and that is why it is a superpower 
today. Economic growth can only come about if there is a healthy 
atmosphere for companies to operate in. The political structure 
should exist to aid in business, not vice versa, as it is done in our 
country. 

Hemant Josh 
Nau Delhi 


TOUCH WOOD! 

Your article on super¬ 
stitions was very good Many 
people are victims of this 
malady. Only few people have 
the courage to treat the 
sujierstitions as nonsense I am 
grateful to you for publishing 
this n'al-life truth. 

Anand Kumar Sm^h 
Samhalpur, Orissa 

CM FEATURES 

The General Studies Scene 
and Argumentative Questions 
are very useful and helped me 
in writing many descriptive 


tests with confidence. 

V Ra/esh 

Pendurlhy, Andhra Pradesh 

One thing common in all 
your feature.s is that they are very 
honest and down-to-earth. Be it 
the Survival Kit or the feature on 
Business and Politics, nothing is 
flowery or made up. The facts are 
put across clearly and readers are 
not misguided. 1 really appreciate 
your frank and straightforward 
approach. That is why I find the 
CoMPETirKW Master best among all 
the magazines 1 read. 

Priyadarshini Rao 
Nagpur, Maharashtra 
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Books on General Knowledge 
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Nobel Peace Prize for 
An Euobiiioiiary 



n American 
magazine has 
recently listed twenty men and 
women who have exercised the 
maximum influence in the 
century which is nearing its 
dusk. Mahatma Gandhi is one 
of them as he t(x> has charted 
the course of contemporary 
history. History may be called 
the distilled essence of ifs and 
buts. Had Mahatma Gandhi 
not been in the forefront of the 
struggle against the British, 
what would have been the 
destiny of India, is anybody's 
guess. He triumphed not 
because he was surrounded by 
lights lesser than himself, but 
because, as Channing says; 
"guMtness lies in choosing the 
right with invincible reso¬ 
lution; resists the sorest 
temptations from within and 
without; bears the heaviest 
burdens cheerfullv; is calmest 
in storms; is fearless under 
frowns and menace and whose 
reliance on truth, virtue, and 
God is unfaltering." Horace 
Mann has put it; "If any man 
seeks for greatness, let him 
forget greatness and ask for 
truth, he will find both." So did 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Gandhi's greatness lay in 
both the factors listed above- 
much more in truth. His 


autobiography reveals the 
"frail" man's strength of moral 
character. In this, and all other 
aspects of his life, we are 
unshakably convinced that 
Ciandhi earns a place in the hall 
of eternal fame, not because he 
was a "revolutionary" (as 
many think) but as an 
evolutionary. He evolved, 
through trial and experimen¬ 
tation, a new weapon for the 
oppre.ssed, the subjugated, the 
politically and the eco¬ 
nomically exploited, to free 
themselves from their 
shackles. The world knows 
that he did it—without using 
the weapons of the present-day 
terrorists. Greatness lies not in 
being strong, but in the right 
use of the strength. He used the 
m(Kt powerful weapon of the 


poor, the oppressed and the 
weak— Satyagraha —to fight 
for the truth. Many may be 
unaware of the fact that he had 
borrowed it from his wife 
Kasturba's conduct when, as 
a young wife, she refused to 
co-operate with him, and 
dist'heyed his wrong dictates. 
He translated this "bit" of 
reality into a massive political 
philosophy, which ultimately 
led to India's freedom, and has 
no parallel in the world. The 
humble, though humiliating 
beginning was made in South 
Africa. The greatness of 
Mahatma Gandhi has to be 
telescoped from another 
angle: he deserves most who 
does the most for his fellow 
beings. 

Here, we have a “langoti 


clad" fakir sitting face to face 
the nilcrs of his country. When 
quizzed by journalists about 
his scanty clothing in a chilly 
clime, he had the courage to 
chuklc; the king of England 
was wearing enough clothing 
for the two of us! With the 
British, on whose empire the 
sun never set, the Mahatma not 
only brought the dusk but also 
proved that a "naked fakir" 
could bring about a peaceful 
resolution in the world's 
thinking. He is not only the 
father of the nation, but also 
the father of a new political 
thought which has evolved a 
peaceful approach to world's 
strifes. If such a person does 
not deserve the Nobel Peace 
Prize, we wonder who else 
does? 






For Paoohi Who StucHad In Non-Cnpliah Madium 


How to Write and Speak 
Simple and Powerful English 


D ear friciid, 

My name is Raj Bapna. 1 invie you to read 
this page about my new research-ba^ powerful 
course “Bapna's ^glish Course’. 

You can use this easy course to learn quickly 
how to write and speak simple, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teacli you how to correctly use 
wiU/sbail. We call it Bapna’s™ WU/SmU 
Rule. This rule has two parts: 

Bar speakin g, always use Wll .1. During my 4 
years in USA. 1 never heard anyone use SHALL . 

Rir writing and for exams, use like I’ll, 
you'll, he’ll, she’ll, they’ll. This is a short-cut. 

In this vray, your sentences will always be correct. 

Unique Course 

Please note that my course is not at all like 
Rapufex™ or other books/courses. I showed you 
the use of will/shall so easily and quickly. Many 
books may take S to 10 pages to teach it and so it 
ukes you mat^ diys to learn to use will/shall 
conccily. Do you fully realize now dut my 
course is mlly unique and different? 

Bapna's Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
this course caimoi be copied by other 
books/courses because this material is based on 
our research, and we own the copyright and 
trademarks. 

Who Will Graatly Bonofit 

This course is not for those vmo smdied in 
English medium. It is for you if you sOidied in 
non-English medium. You can matlv bmefit: 

• If you can understand English when otnen speak, 
but you are not sure of correct w^ to write or 
speak English Or, if you sometimes make 
misuikes or get confiiskl when speaking English. 

• If you have used grammar or sp^en English books 
to learn English, but did not get success. 

• If you are a student, teacher, prafesior, doctor, 

CA, ICWA. CS, MBA. engineer, technician, 
sciemisi. musician, secretary, phone operator, bank 
officer, clerk, businessman. 

• If YOU are highly motivaied to learn simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly. 

I Was Waak In English 

I was bom in Rqjasthan where people are weak 
in English. 1 studied in govemmem non-English 
medium schools. So, I was also weak in English. 

On my way to Pilani to join EE , at Chirawa 
nilwqr station. I met one P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was aiso going to Pilani to 
join B.E. 

I started speaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy laid 
*1 do not know Hi^*. It was a suiprlse and 
shock for me duit he did not know Hindi. I had 
never talked in English before and I waa not 
confidem of talkhtg in English. So. I said “I do 
not know Eimlish'T 

My Struagit to Lmm English 
In the first semester In Pilani, 1 was a topper with 
10 out of 10 grade points, but I was not confident in 
English. I was worried about my weak English. 
I bought many books, guides, dictionaries, 
newspapers. 

I worked hard, but improvemem was very slow. 
Eor example, 1 took one month to read my nrai 
novel R. iC. Nirayan’s Hie Guide because I had to 
search so many words in the dialonery. 

I even Uiought of dropping one semeaKr, slttlngM 
home, and learning only English. That time I used 
to think “Why nobody develm ■ reseeich-hued 
Goune to teaM good simple English for non-English 
medium peopleTijie me? And someday I’ll try.* 

Wly Orsam Comss Tnis 
l coniimied to work hard. And finally 1 liwravod 
EngUih and became a lucceiafol englneer/auniar In 


America. And, then I returned to India. 

Ib^, I am happy to offer you this course in 
Eiwlish-my second dream has come uue. 

My firat dream was to teach students ‘how to 
study and how to use tnoic mind power* to get 
success in exams and competitions. That course has 
changed thousands and thousands ol lives in the last 
tew years. I am more proud of my research and 
coniributions in India than iny success in USA. 

Our New Research 

In English, there are many ways to say anything 
Some ways are easy and some are difficult and 
contusing. We did research to find which are easy 
ways and which are difficuk ways for people from 
non-English medium. In this process, we also 
discovered that some of ihe world’s bMi magazines 
and books use the simple & powerfol ways m 
writing Eiulish This was an unexpected surprise 
discovery for our research team. 

For example, we found that pan of Reader's 
Digest uses simple & powerful w^ of writing. 
(Because that magazine is for English speaking 
countries, some of the vocabulary is difricult for 
non-English jieople.) 

We d^etoiwd this new course only for people like 
you who studied in non-English mniium. Wb 
believe this is the first and only 
such course in the world. 



Bio-Data 

• BE. BITS Pilani. M Tech, NT 
Kharagpur. NTSE acholar. Rank 5 
Ri4 School Board 

• World-tamoua author. I pu W a had 
3 eomputar hooka In UBA .- 
Including a bast salting *MS-OOS 
Matters.’ 

• MyflralJobasanenglnaarpaidanlyRs 1000 par 
MONTH Just 7 yaara talar, I aamad 50 dollars par 
HOUR In USA aa oomputar expatl and wiltor. 

• At tha paak ol auccasa, I Ml USA to do somothmg In, 
our own eouniiy. Now, 1 spend my foil Uma at the 
“Mind Power Raaaarch InsUluta' 

• I also learnt French, Sanskrit, Karate, Braaklng 
wooden board by hand, many Modkallons. etc 

• Expert. Compulata. Engllth. Mind Power, Study 
Techniques. Was a member of ’Soclely (or 
Accelerated Learning A Teaching. USA' 
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Easy to Laarn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surely 
understand my course. And greatly benefit from it 
Our belief and experience show that it is buner to 
leach i^lish ihrou^ English than through 
translation. Why? Because it helps siudenui to 
learn to think in English. 

The complete course has S pans for easy learning 
nurt 1 : Essential English 

Important and Het^l Usage 
How to Write in a rawerfuF, Effective, and 
Result-Oriented Way 
Advanced Ibpics 
Mini Spelling Dictionary 
Rut 3 Is to Mn tnd powerful ihai, It is worth 
more than the foil price for the complete courtr. 

Some of the other htpka hi the ooium are: 
e Two ihort-Gutt to powerfol English e Learn to 
use these helpfol words • How to write lenert 
• How to enhance tneulng • Hmv to nmember 
tpellinp and Increaie vociDulary a Common usage. 
BBiwflt from My Mind Potmr Expartls* 
>bu may know that I am an expert in the fields ot 
Mind Power, Study 'ibehniques, and Computers 
I have used this knowledge to make the English 
course easy lo team and easy to remember for you 
Ifou begin to improve on the very fust day you get 
this eouiM. Ybu learn simple and powerfol English 
In two steps; 

■ ' r 1 hour per day. Tfou can 
40 days. 

next 2 momha, revise it for 2 
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lln iMand Peace Icconl 


The agreement signed on April 17,1998 
(Good rriday), behoeen the British and Irish 
governments and the political parties in 
Northern Ireland aims to end almost 30 years 
of bitter civil and sectarian conflict and lays 
the foundations of peaceful co-existence 
between the two communities in Northern 
Ireland, and between the North and the South. 
It seeks to address relationships within 
Northern Ireland; between Northern Ireland 
and the Republic; and between the two 
jurisdictions on this island, England, 
Scotland and Wales; the three strands of the 
settlement. 

Thirty years of bloody feud cannot be 
wiped away by a single agreement, but it 
does offer a ray of hope that peace will return 
to this troubled area. This feature traces the 
history of the dispute and describes the 
historic agreement, which is a first step 
towards peace in Ireland. 

N orthern Ireland is part of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain. It 
is situated in the north-eastern island of 
Ireland. The Republic of Ireland occupies 
the rest of the island. Northern Ireland 
comprises six of tlic nine counties of the 
former province of Ulster and also several 
islands off the coast. Its total area is 14,148 
sq km. Belfast is the capital and largest 
city. 

Although Northern Ireland has no 
State chu'ch, the descendants of the 
Scotch-Irish are predominantly Protestant 
(51 per cent of the population), while the 
descendants of the original Irish 
inhabitants are overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic (.39 per cent). 

The country has been torn apart by 
sectarian violence for many years. The 
Catholics, who form a minority in the 
province, never accepted Northern 
Ireland's separation by the British from 
the rest of Ireland. The four centuries of 
tension dates back to the 17th century 
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when King James II was defeated by 
William of Orange, as a result of which 
the Catholics lost much of their lands. 
They have ever since nursed this historic 
grouse, and the formation of the terrorist 
outfit, Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
later, was an outlet for pent up 
frustrations of Catholic nationalists as 
they pursued their goal of united 
Ireland. 

As a part of the United Kingdom, 
Northern Ireland elects members to the 
British House of Commons. The Govern¬ 
ment of Ireland Act, passed by the British 
Parliament in 1920, is the basic 
constitutional document. In 1972, 
however, 1.ondon imposed direct rule and 
in 1974 the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland became the head of government. 
In 1985 an agreement granted the Republic 
of Ireland a limited role in governing 
Northern Ireland. 

The Ulster Unionist Party governed 
Northern Ireland from 1921 to 1972, but 
then it split into two groups; the Official 
Unionist and the Democratic Unionist. 
Other political parties include the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party, the Alliance 
Party, and Siim Fein—the political wing 
of the outlawed Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). 

The Protestant population of the 
country has generally wanted to remain 
allied with Great Britain, while most 
Catholics have wanted reunification with 
the Republic of Ireland. In 1949, when Eire 
became the Republic of Ireland, Britain 
affirmed the status of Northern Ireland as ' 
part of the United Kingdom. In 1955, 
however, members of the IRA t»gan a 
campaign of terrorism aimed at reunifying 
the island. 

In 1968, the Catholics in Northern 
Ireland, a disadvantaged minority, 
organised a civil rights movement, often 
provoking violent reactions. Some 


Protestants recognised the need for reform, 
but a right-wing faction of the ruling Ulster ■ 
Unionist Party opposed any governmental ■ 
reform. British troops, sent to Northern 
Ireland to keep peace in 1969, became a 
permanent presence and violence 
increased, with deep social divisions 
between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 
In 1994, after 25 years of violent struggle, 
the IRA announced a cease-fire. In 1^5, 
British Prime Minister John Major and 
Irish Prime Minister John Bruton 
presented a framework for peace 
negotiations, but in early 1996 the IRA 
announced an end to the cease-fire, and 
violence resumed. Peace talks began in 
June 1996, but they excluded Sinn Fein 
because the IRA had not restored its cease¬ 
fire. 

For Sinn Fein, the task ahead is 
•^difficult indeed as its leader Gerry Adams, 
must sell the deal they have signed to the 
IRA itself. "But for now it is time to draw 
a breath. It is time to reflect. Republicans 
and nationalists will come to this 
document with scepticism but also with 
hope", he said. 

There are signs that the IR.A will 
remain committed to the process. Its 
decision to take part in the peace process 
followed its conclusion in the early 1990$ 
that armed struggle was not likely to 
lead to a united Ireland. There may, 
however, be plenty of hard-line IRA 
members for whom this is the last straw. 
Already, IRA dissident groups and their 
pro-British "Loyalist" enemies arc 
actively involved in murders, mortar 
attacks and bombings aimed at wrecking 
the peace. These groups actively recruit 
disgruntled mem^rs of the paramilitary 
groups. 

The peace agreement does not 
promise any change in the North's place 
as part of Britain unless a majority of 
voters want it. On May 22, 1998, a 
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referendum will be held to see whether 
voters accept the agreement. A 
democratic process has begun with the 
peace accord. 

US Role 

T he role President Clinton played in 
the peace talks is regarded as vital. The 
US Adininistration, however, preferred to 
pky it down in case it was seen as undue 
outside interference and arouse unionists' 
suspicions of American intentions. 

The US neither kept away from the 
peace process, nor was it on the field 
as an active participant in the talks. The 
US insisted that it was a facilitator and 
not a mediator. What was never in 
doubt was President Clinton's 
commitment to the search for a lasting 
peace. In recent years he rarely made a 
speech about foreign affairs in which 
he did not refer to Northern Ireland as 
one of the areas of the world where the 
US was pressing for a peaceful solution 
as in the Middle East, Bosnia and other 
trouble spots. 

Though the State Department, the 
Department of Justice and British 
diplomats advised him against it, he took 
the risk to allow Gerry Adams to visit the 
US while the IRA was still bombing British 
cities and killing people in Northern 
Ireland. When the first IRA cease-fire was 
detfared in August 1994, that risk was seen 
to have paid off. In February 1996, when 
the cease-fire was shattered, the US was 
outraged and the doors of the White 
House closed to Sinn Fein, while 
remaining open to loyalists with links to 
paramilitary organisations which were 
respeebng the cease-fire. 

President Clinton impressed on the 
politicians that this was "the chance of a 
lifetime for peace in Ireland" and that "no 
one. will be the loser if agreement is 
reached". 

There is indeed no doubt that a 
chance has been offered to end centuries 
of bad feeling through demoaatic means. 
The Irish people are sick of violence and 
want to return to a normal life. That is 
why the Irish peace agreement could be 
rated as one of the important historic 
accords of our times. 


The Peace Accord 

The agreement recognises the consent principle; that change in 
the status of Northern Ireland can only come about with the consent of a majority 
of its people. It acknowledges that while a substantial minority in the North and 
a majority on the island want a united Ireland, the majority in the North currently 
wishes to maintain the Union. 

It also recognises The birthright of all the people of Northern Ireland” to 
identify themselves and be accepted as Irish, British or both. Their right to hold 
both British and Irish citizenship remains, and would not be changed even if the 
status of Northern Ireland changed. A number of concrete legislative and 
constitutional changes are proposed; 

The Government of Ireland Act, claiming British jurisdiction over all of Ireland, 
is to be repealed. Provision is made for future polls in the North on its status. 

The accord will create three inter-connected bodies of government within Ndrthem 
Ireland, and between the Irish Republc and the United Kingdom as a whole. 

Strand One; There will be a 108-member assembly elected by proportional 
representation. Eiections will be held in June for the assembly at Stormont, former 
centre of a Protestant-dominated Parliament abolished in 1972.There are a number 
of measures to ensure Protestants and Catholics to share power and 
responsibilities. 

Strand Two; A North-South Ministerial Council will be established under 
legislation at Westminster and the Oireachtas, to bring together ministers from 
the North and the Republic. This Council will develop consultation, co-operation 
and action within Ireland. 

Areas of potential common interests include agriculture, transportation links, 
policing and relations with the European Union. It will have powers to implement 
all-Ireland policies but only with the approval of both the northern Ireland assembly 
and the Irish Parliament in Dublin. 

Strand Three; A British-lrish Council will be established consisting of 
representatives of the British and Irish governments, devolved institutions in 
Northern Ireiand, Scotland and Wales, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. 
In this East-West council, law-makers from the Irish republic will meet regularly 
with members of the British Parliament, the Northern Ireland Assembly, and with 
representatives of the new Parliament for Scotland and Assembly for Wales. 

The Council will exchange information on matters of mutual interest such as 
transport links, agriculture, environmental, cultural, health and education issues 
as well as approaches to EU matters. 

Rights, Safeguards and Equality of Opportunity; The incorporation of the 
European Convention on Human Rights into Northern Ireland law will be completed. 

The Irish Government will also establish a Human Rights Commission; will 
proceed to ratify the Council ot Europe framework Convention on National 
Minorities; implement enhanced employment equality legislation; introduce equal 
status legislaticm; and “continue to take further active steps to demonstrate its 
respect for the different traditions in the island of Ireland". A joint committee of the 
two human rights commissions will be established. 

A new economic development strategy for Northern Ireland will be developed 
by the British government. The British government is to take ‘resolute action” to 
promote the Irish language. 

Decommissioning; The participants reaffirmed their commitment to total 
disarmament of all paramilitary organisations, and confirm ttieir intention to work 
constructively with the Independent Commission on Decommissioning. The British 
government is committed to reducing the numbers and role of the security forces 
in the Nortti, removing security installations, ending emergency powers and taking 
ottier measures to normalise the level of security in society. 
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India as a Nudear Power 


It mmlJ be nn irony of sorts if our country, 
w}iof>im’ the message of pence and non-violence 
to the iivrid, xme to become a nuclear power. 
Pakistan has recently test fired its Ghauri 
missile and claims that it is on the verge of 
making nuclear weapons, thanks to the help 
from some countries despite a treaty that 
explicitly bans nuclear proliferation Given these 
provocations, Indui will haxv to show a lot of 
restraint if it is to remain a non-nuclear State. 
Or will the BJP-led government give in to 
demands to develop nuclear weapons? In this 
feature, we discuss the consequences of a nuclear 
race in the region, and what the future holds. 
Whether we decide to go nuclear or iwt, it is 
clear that the nation faces graiv choices as it 
must respond to the challenge from across the 
border. Wp must assies our security scenario as 
neighbouring countries arc biwining more and 
inorv aggressiiv Is it feasible to stick to the path 
of peace? 

I T may have been spurred by 
irresponsible election promises. The BJP 
had stated that it would depart from the 
rutibiguous policy that India had followed 
since the 1974 nuclear test it conducted, 
and re-examine the issue of India acquiring 
nuclear weapons if it came to power. The 
party won the elections and formed its 
government. Before it could even settle 
down, Pakistan went ahead and tested its 
long range Hatf-5 or Ghauri missile on 
April 6,1998. Soon thereafter, the Pakistani 
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan 
declared that his country had a nuclear 
arsenal and was only a step away from 
the nuclear bomb. 

India's response has been one of 
restraint, mainly because the government 
has no idea about what should be done. 
While much of its time is taken by daily 
threats issued by its coalition partner j. 
Jayalalitha, the neighbouring country has 
stolen a march and, within a few days, 
has ruined any strategic advantage that 
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India may have had. Now India does not 
know what to do; if it goes ahead and 
enters into a nuclear race with Pakistan, 
it would risk huge sanctions from the 
developed world. At the same time, it 
must do something to counter the 
growing threat from across the border. 
There is no doubt that India has been 
caught in a bmd. 

The defence establishment was also 
caught sleeping. In a smug response, 
ex{)erts opined that the missile was not 
launched at all. They said that Pakistan 
did not have such a technology and that 
the missile was not an IRBM. It was only 
when the Americans confirmed the 
launch that our experts were able to 
accept that the test had indeed been 
conducted. There is no doubt that India 
needs to make its defence intelligence 
stronger than it is. 

The Ghauri challenge 

W HILl: India's defence planning has 
been in limbo for many years, 
Pakistan had declared its intentions of 
acquiring such weapoms. It has a 
structured and focused policy of 
expanding military capacity for over 20 
years. The Ghauri is an Intermediate 
Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) with a 
range of 1,500 km, capable of hitting most 
Indian cities. It is named after the 12th 
century Afghan conqueror Mohammed 
bin Ghauri, who is known for his cruelty. 
He had defeated Prithviraj Chauhan in 
1192. PaMStan clearly wishes to follow this 
gory tradition today. Pakistan is also 
indulging in psychological warfare by 
naming its missile with a historical name 
to counter the Pritlivi. 

Tire Indian leadership has ignored the 
messages from across the country. The 
previous Prime Minister, author of the 
famous "Gujral doctrine", Irad said that it 




had no intention of deploying the Prithvi 
missile. The doctrine wanted concessions 
to be given to other countries without 
conditions, in the hope that they would 
come around This hope lies shattered 
today, as it becomes clear that China, while 
claiming to be India's friend, has actually 
helped Pakistan in its nuclear and missile 
ambitions. The long range Agni missile 
has already been capped in 1994, due'to 
pressure from the UB. As a result, all that 
India has now is the 250 km Prithvi, which 
does not compare with the 1,.500 km 
Ghauri. 

Pakistan today employs the policy of 
double-speak: just a few days before the 
test. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
declared that he was willing to "go the 
extra mile" to build co-operative and girod 
neighbourly relations. A few days later, it 
k tested its missile. 

Responding to tire Ghauri challenge 
represents a major task tor India's new 
government. It cannot go ahead and 
counter it by acquiring new weapons. Nor 
can the BJP fulfil its election pledge 
without huge cost to the nation It must 
take up a diplomatic initiative, but with 
the rider that neither Pakistan nor China 
can be trusted. 

Though Chijia has tried to normalise 
lelations with India and its President 
visited our country in 1997, ic is now 
evident that it has secretly helped Pakistan 
acquire its arsenal. US reaction has also 
been muted: while it wastes no 
opportunity to berate India and has made 
it cap its Agni programme, both China and 
USA appear to use Pakistan as a 
countervailing force to India. They do not 
want the country to develop and emerge 
into a major power. Both superpowers 
want India and Pakistan to be involved in 
an arms race. This serves two purposes; 
first, there is a ready market for selling 
the weapons made in those countries and 
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second, it helps preventing Pakistan and 
India becoming stable or emerging as 
regional powers. That is the way to keep 
their domuiance. 

The nuclear divide 

E requires statesmen to realise the self- 
estructivc paths that the two countries 
have chosen. They are puppets in the hands 
of powerful countries. Uniortunately, 
neither country has a visionary leader 
today. The case of Pakistan is tragic, since 
it is diverting much needed n-sources into 
its nuclear programme. Its iKonomy is in 
shambles and debt is growing larger every 
year. Agriculture does not have the growth 
that IS required, while industry and 
business is down. Violence has disrupted 
many parts ol tire country. If the arms race 
continues, the country will be led to 
collapse. 

India, though in a better position, can 
also not afford to squander resources on 
an arms race. It has followed its "almost 
there” policy since 1974 but today, it does 
not have many of the scientists who were 
invok ed in the nuclear explosion two 
decades ago. If it comes to the crunch, it 
may find that it does not have the 
capability to make the nuclear bomb today, 
after all. In any case, it does little good to 
enter into a race that is mutually 
destructive. 

Instead, it v\'ouId make more sense to 
launch a diplomatic initiative and isolate 
Pakistan. The world is against nuclear 
proliferation and the NPT gives leverage 
to India to ask world powers to stop the 
neighbouring country from embarking on 
a nuclear path. It makes little sense to go 
nuclear at this stage, when resources are 
needed for economic growth. The time is 
not for bravado, but to work out a suitable 
and mature response arising from the 
situation 

The Way Out 

A nuclear explosion by India at this 
tage would lead to trade sanctions 
and we may have to do without IMF help 
in future. Election promises apart, it would 
be a recipe to spoil relations with almost 
every country in the world. Hawks may 


j want India to develop a nuclear bomb to 
counter the threat from Pakistan but the 
costs of following that route must be 
assessed. Surely, India should not become 
i another Iraq. 

! India's response also suffers from 
I political indecision. Not having a stable 
j government is showing negatively on our 
! capability. It does not have a missile 
! deterrent capability. Its defence factories 
; arc incapable of turning out the missiles 
I required. Both sides have been taking the 
; publicity route and announce every little 
, military development in grand style. 

I Often, the claims arc not matched by 
1 achievement. Yet, it is doubtful that 
1 acquiring a nuclear bomb will do cither 
j country any good. Germany and Japan 
I have showed that international respect 
comes from having strong economies, not 
! from acquiring nuclear technology, which 
: is fifty years old anyway. 

: While India and Pakistan arc today 

' involved in an arms race, it would be 
; worthwhile to sec what good it has done 
, for the nuclear powers. Today, the USA 
; and Russia arc destroying their weapons 
^ after having paid for making and 
I maintaining them over the years. Britain 
i and France too are reducing their 
i stockpiles. All powers have stopped 


' nuclear testing, under the 
i Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
signed last year. What is the point of 
making weapons which may have to be’ 
destroyed ultimately? There is little 
! doubt that no country can use nuclear 
i weapons today without triggering a 
\ World War leading to destruction of the 
entire planet. 

India must maintain its moral 
. position and stick to its stand of nuclear 
disarmament. At the same lime, it must 
! modernise its armed torccs to coujiter 
' thiLMts from Pakistan. The idea is not to 
; enter an arms race but remain within 
j striking distance. Pakistan’s launch of 
I Glitturi is a response to BjP's promises to 
! make India a nuclear power. Many 
! people may also argue that the threat can 
; be neutralised by matcliing strengths, 
i Pragmatically, such a strategy is hardly 
! intelligent. 

i At a time when the world is uniting 
! and tlje concept of the global village is 
; emerging, it is ironical that the two 
countries are engaged in an arms race. 

1 The time is to get togetlier and frustrate 
I the designs of super powers and not enter 
! into a mutually destructive exercise. Are 
I the leaders of the two countries up to faci ng 
i the challenge? 


i 


I 


I 

i 

I 

i 


I 

I 
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What India can do 

What can India do to counter the Ghaur/threat? Here are some scenarios: 

1. Go nuclear: It would risk trade sanctions and censure by the international 
community. Pakistan would divert more economic resources to its detence 
programme, leading to its collapse. Many development programmes in liidia 
would sutler too. 

2. Use diplomatic initiative: Rather than go nuclear, India can use diplomatic 
initiative to break the nexus between Pakistan and China. It should use the 
information on missiles to have sanctions imposed on Pakistan. It should also 
lobby with USA to cut off relations with Pakistan, since the Cold War is over and 
US no longer needs a countervailing force in the region. It should use diplomacy 
to isolate Pakistan in United Nations and other international forums. 

3. Invest in silicon, not nuclear technology: Today, the world respects 
economic progress, not military power. India has a large number of trained people 
in computers and software It should invest in this and create facilities that compare 
with the best in the world. Once it has the economic muscle, the world powers 
will be forced to listen to it, just the way that China is able to counter US demands. 

4. Revive its missile programme: The Agni was capped on US pressure. 
India could revive the programme and develop missiles to counter the Pakistani 
threat, without going nuclear. It should also invest to modernise its Air Force and 
Navy. 
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ISalns ftom WIO; An AssBssmeiit 


The establishment of World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) over three years ago 
had revolutionised the world hopes of 
increasing the world trade manifold. Even 
during the transit period, the 132-member 
body had expected major gains for its members 
in trade. The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 
status assumed by all its members was 
expected to act as a catalyst in this field. 
Developing nations, in particular, were 
hopeful of achieving quantum jumps in their 
export earnings. But the experiences has so 
far been much below the expectations. While 
the organisation has got grossly entangled in 
the web of developing procedures and 
ensuring compliance of commitments by its 
members, many developing countries are 
fieling cheated by the covert attempts by the 
developed countries to edge them out of 
reckoning on non-cconomic grounds. 

Minor Gains 

A fter gaining momentum during 
1994 and 1995, India's growth of 
exports started slowing down and during 
the year 1997-98, this rate is expected to 
go down to as low as 6 per cent. But as per 
the provisional data released by the WTO 
recently, India marginally improved its 
world trade share during 1996. From 0.5 
per cent share in the world trade in 1994, 
tliis share rose to 0.62 per cent. From the 
status of ?2nd largest exporter, Indian po¬ 
sition improved to 31sl in 1996. At the same 
time, from 29th largest importer, India 
emerged as 28th largest importer in the 
world during the same time. 

While the export earnings of India 
were as high as $ 31.8 billion in 1995-96, it 
appears highly unlikely that the ambitious 
target of achieving $ 90 billion exports by 
2002 AD would be achieved with the on¬ 
going export growth rate. Indian imports 
stood at $ 36 billion in 1995-96. The mar- 
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ginal Lnerease of 0.12 per cent may not be 
part of a long-term trend of improvements 
in the trade over the two-year period and 
may well be attributed to the overall boom 
in the market. Unless die trend is main¬ 
tained over the next one decade, it would 
be wrong to give credit to joining of WTO 
by India. 

Commerce Ministry in India is opti¬ 
mistic about the shape of things to come. 
Steady growth of trade over the past four 
years is being attributed to the positive 
measures taken by the government. Ex- 
port-GDP ratio has been on the rise and 
the exports which constituted 8 to 9 per 
cent of the GDP five years ago, rose to 12 
per cent during 1997. But, while consid¬ 
ered against the trends in the export 
growth rate alone, during the past two 
years the performance has been much 
below expectations. After remaining at 
around 20 per cent during 1994 and 1995, 
the export growth rate was down 
considerably during 1996 and 1997. The 
new government at the Centre has to 
rework its priorities to ensure that the 
export growth rate picks up again to 
around 20 per cent. 

Unfortunately, the WTO agenda ap¬ 
pears to have been quite low in the list of 
priorities of successive governments. 
During the past two years, the 
governments at tlie Centre took the WTO- 
related issues very lightly. Even during 
the election campaigning, no political 
party took this issue to the people and 
sought the mandate on it, except for the 
BJP, which referred to it occasionally. 
While signing the WTO treaty in 1995, 
India had an obligation to honour. Unless 
all the member countries adhere to ^he 
time schedule laid down for various 
actions, it may not be possible to gain 
fully from WTO. And India is no 
exception. 




Global Trends 

A lthough there have been! 

substantial gains in world trade in' 
last four years, these have been attributed' 
to the factors other than WTO. During 
1995, global trade rose by about 2 per cent 
in value, to around $ 4.3 trillion and the 
increase in the trade was more than twice 
as fast as the world GDP growth. Falling 
tariff rates, rapidly increasing investment 
in the developing countries, growing 
strength of regional trading blocks and 
improved trade activities in the economies 
in transition, in the areas of East Europe 
and CIS, were responsible for this. 

The growth of trade was much higher 
among the developing countries mainly 
because of their hi^er growth rate as well 
as rise in the ratio of manufactured goods 
, exports. Traditionally, known for the 
"export of primary products, most of these 
countries are now trading in the zone of 
manufactured goods exports and enjoying 
stable export earnings, as prices of 
manufactured goods are much more stable 
in the international market than the prices 
of primary goods and raw materials. 

Another factor responsible for good 
global performance in trade has been the 
persistent fall in the levels of indebtedness 
among the developing nations. With the 
exception of Africa, where foreign debt 
still continues to be very high, most of the 
developing countries are witnessing a fail 
in their foreign debt levels and the year 
1997 saw the lowest level of world foreign 
debt since 1982. As a result the precioas 
foreign exchange has been utilised for 
import of capital goods for rapid economic 
development. 

As is evident, WTO is yet to make 
real impact on the world trade and the 
good performance of the world economy 
during the past four years has mainly 
been possible due to increased inter- 
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regional block trading and good perfor¬ 
mance by the developing countries. WTO 
appears to be in the process of develop¬ 
ing procedures, handling complaints and 
counter-complaints and ensuring the 
time- bound compliance of the agreement 
by the member nations. The recent long- 
drawn talks on the financial pact by the 
WTO are indicative of several group 
conflicts and contrasting interests of the 
world community. Moreover, WTO has 
not been able to convince many member 
countries, particularly the developing 
countries to lift Quantitative Restrictions 
(QRS), with India being among the 
countries having maximum QRS—nearly 
2700 of them. 

Contradictions Galore 

' I ’HE global trends indicate that the ben- 
X efits which were expected from the 
WTO by the world community, are yet to 
be obtained. Certain conflicts and contra¬ 
dictions, however, are clearly visible. De¬ 
veloping countries, in particular, are un¬ 
der tremendous pressure. At the very out¬ 
set, the non-economic restrictions im¬ 
posed on the imports from the 
developing world by the western 
countries, disturbed the imports from 
these countries considerably. Social issues 
like child labour and human rights 
violation, in fact, have nothing to do with 
the export performance of any country. 
But sensing that the developing world 
had a comparative advantage in the 
goods manufactured with labour- 
intensive technologies, the developed 
West raised these unrelated issues to 
deny the share of the third world in the 
growing exports. Hence, the gains which 
WTO would have passed on to the poorer 
countries, have been denied by raising 
unrelated issue, ignoring their 
comparative advantage 

In addition, the developing countries 
are under constant pressure not to take 
import-control measures for Balance of 
Payment (BOP) reasons. Logically, every 
country has a right to decide the volume 
of imports, depending upon its foreign 
exchange resources. Even under the Gen¬ 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), the developing countries had a 


contractual right to restrict imports for 
BOP reasons. Moreover, as there are 
several concessions for the developing 
countries, many such countries were 
forced to forego the status of a developiiig 
country at the time of admission to WTO. 
A coimtry like Ecuador was denied this 
status by putting undue pressure at the 
time of its accession, which is not only 
objectionable, but speaks volumes of 
discriminatory treatment meted out to the 
developing country. 

One of tt\e major disturbing trend is in 
the field of restrictions imposed by the west¬ 
ern countries on the import of textiles fmm 
the third world. Although there is a provi¬ 
sion for putting such restrictions, these are 
to be sparingly used. Unfortunately, soon 
after the WTO agreement came into being, 
the USA imposed a large number of 
restrictions on import of textiles from some 
developing countries. Similarly, action was 
taken by ttie European Union (EU) coun¬ 
tries when they resorted to stern anti¬ 
dumping action against the textile imports 
from the third world countries. Such actions 
by the developed countries are totally 
against the spirit of the WTO agreement, 
which dwell^ upon increasing the trade 
amongst the member countries by 
multilateral agreement and cooperation. 
Ironically, instead of cooperation, the 
conflict has prevailed and the result of 
initial three years have not been 
encouraging. 

Future Prospects 

D espite lacklustre achievements so 
far, WTO is expected to achieve its 
objective of pushing up the multilateral 
trade amongst the world community in 
the years to come. The teething problems 
are bound to occur at the initial !.*agc, 
particularly in an ambitious agreement 
of this magnitude. The anticipated 
benefits from this largest ever 
multilateral trade agreement are so 
enormous that no developmg country can 
remain out of it. Even after its coming 
into being, marry countries sought entry 
into the agreement. Despite certain 
reservations in some quarters, even India 
decided to join the bandwagon. 

There are several steps required to 


be taken by the member countries within 
the stipulated period of ten years, called 
the transition period. While the Patent 
laws are to be amended in line with the 
agreement, by incorporating the process 
and product patents and intellectual 
property right, negotiations on trade in 
services (GATS) are also to be completed. 
At the same time, all members are 
required to put their banking and 
insurance sectors under the WTO trading 
rules by reaching an agreement in time , 
for liberalising financial services. "It is 
important to remember that this is a 
process which began with the advent of 
Uruguay round, which continued 
through the 1W5 agreement and, would - 
be taken up again in 2000. At each stage 
of this process we have built on the 
foundation of previous foundation", said 
Mr Renato Ruggiero Secretary General 
of WTO. 

Considering India's recent strides in 
the field of industrial development, she 
can Take full advantage of WTO. But, un¬ 
fortunately, while at the time of negoti¬ 
ating with WTO, India has repeatedly 
committed herself to various provisions 
of agreement, the progress Iras been very 
slow. Patents Act still needs to be 
amended in consonance of the provisions 
of agreement. Dismantling of tariffs is 
taking place at a slow pace. India is also 
dragging her feet on the issues of open¬ 
ing up financial sector, notwithstanding 
the recent statement of Mr Yashwant 
Sinha, the new Finance Minister, to go 
ahead with this and enter into GATS. So 
far, no advantage has been taken during 
the transition period and all the actions 
are likely to be taken hurriedly at the fag 
end of this period. 

Globalisation and liberalisation are 
the key words in aclrievement of the tar¬ 
gets of WTO, as one WTO spokesman re¬ 
cently commented. "This would continue 
the process of progressive liberalisation 
that is one of the stated objectives of the 
general agreement on trade in services." 
Despite the progress made so far, the reiil 
gains can only be made and consolidated 
if all the governments of the member 
nations commit themselves to fulfilment 
of their obligations and strive to benefit 
in the long run. 
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Consumerism and 
our Present Society 


T he fallout ot the 
indiscriminate opening 
up of the Indian economy, 
with total mindless 
concentration on consu¬ 
merism, producing populism 
of a dangerous kind, can he 
discerned in the reach of 
capitalism or in the all- 
pervasive passion for market- 
economy iicross the board. 
Consumerism, like adver¬ 
tising, has become an octapus, 
reaching out to as many 
different sectors of scKiety and 
culture as it can. Slapping the 
tentacles of consumerism 
away will be extremely 
difficult; cutting the tentacles 
off, at least in the current 
promotional Zeitgeist, mat- be 
nearly impossible. 

A recent study, done by a 
group of sociologists of 
Kerala, known for its very 
high level of literacy as also 
unemployment among its 
educated women, speaks 
volumes of the ill-effects of the 
run-away consumerism. To 
the dismae of the social 
researchers, the sodden 
mushmoming of sex rackets m 
cities and towns owe a lot to 
the change in life style and 
values brought about by the 
flow of C'.ulf money and 
rampant consumerism that 
has gripped the State 

Just as a bad coin drives 
away the good one from 
circulation, similarly, 


conspicuous consumerism 
pushes the cultural contours, 
comprising care, concern, 
courtesy and compassion, into 
the corner, to render them 
irrelevant. Consumerist 
culture culminates in the 
commercialisation of creative 
arts and reduces them to a 
state devoid of consideration 
for the common good. In the 
Indian context, some casual or 
random studies have shown 
that the remorseless rise in 
dowry deaths is partly the 
result of the desire for 
consumer goods, fanned and 
fuelled by visual 
advertisements, w'ith their 
subtle messages of what 
makes life a dream and what 
makes a human being 
enviable. 

Tiio bug of consumerism 
seems to have bitten all 
sections of our present-day 
society, in one form or the 
other, 7'he nouvcau-nclic, 
upwardly mobile profes¬ 
sionals, and others of their ilk 
and impulse, have come to 
believe more in epicureanism 
where self-indulgence is the 
'be all and end all' of life's 
passions and pursuits In 
order to have the best of both 
the world.s, with pell, power 
and position, they lose sight 
of the fearful fact that crass 
consumerism degenerates into 
corruption of minds, 
commercialisation of relations 


and crisis of conscience. 
Without an exception, all 
societies, whetlver developed 
or developing, have to pay the 
price of their cavalier and 
cascading consumerism on 
human emotions, natural 
resources and fragile eco¬ 
system. 

With the ethos of 
consumerism, and lifestyles 
changing rapidly, the young 
and the old arc suffering 
from an all-consuming stress. 
Both psychologists and 
psychiatrists are a witness to 
the alarmingly increasing 
cases of heart diseases, 
hypertension, alcoholism, 
depression, chronic fatigue 
and low self-esteem 
precipitated by the daily 
strain and stress. On the 
social level too, marital 
discord, divorce rates, 
isolation ot the young people, 
break-downs and distrusts 
within families—these are 
the tell-tale signs in which 
people are more consumer- 
oriented than before, leading 
to severe stress problems. 

In a nation as poor as 
ours, the consumerism and 
profligacy of the wealthy are 
jarring. But the irony of the 
situation is that in trying to 
curtail a rich person's wealth, 
and his wasteful consumerist 
ways of life, we may hurt the 
conditions of the poor. When 
we stop the production of a 


luxury or a non-essential item, 
not only does this hurt the rich 
but also the poor worker who 
produces it. "Market forces" 
in economics refer to a set of 
laws of aggregate behaviour, 
of which demand and supply 
arc the most simple and 
supreme aspects. Consu¬ 
merism stands for dubious 
desires and wanton wishes 
with no place for respect, 
restraint and remorse, when 
il comes to compulsive 
competition or clash of 
interests or both. 

A few upright persons at 
the helm of affairs are really 
concerned that conspicuous 
ronsu.mcrism, closely 
followed by corruption and 
crime, has affected the social 
set-up, economic equilibrium 
and political paradigms of the 
polity. Litterateurs, artists 
and thinkers are worried that 
the culture of consumerism, 
that measures, standardises, 
shares and barters everytliing 
is posing a challenge to the 
rich cultural diversity of our 
nation that is a product of 
many races, religions, 
languages, customs, texts and 
trends. It has become vitally 
important to preserve, 
revitalise and innovate this 
beautiful plurality of our past 
and present so that our 
civilisation enters the third 
millennium in all its strength 
and diversity. 
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Reoiganisation of States 

Q. Many people suggest re¬ 
organisation of States in India and have 
in fact criticised the linguistic 
organisation of States that exists. What 
are the various arguments given For and 
Against linguistic States structure that we 
have? 

Ans. India is probably one of the ivry 
few countries where Slates are divided 
primarily on a linguistic basis. In many cases 
the State and linguistic boundaries coincided. 
The arguments given in favour of the 
linguistic boundaries at the time of the 
organisation were: 

Arguments in Favour of linguistic States 

1. The territories originally annexed 
by the British had been formed without 
regard to any rational, scientific or 
linguistic considerations. However, 
agitations for linguistic States were carried 
on in Bengal, as also Telegu-speaking areas 
of Andhra. During the 1920 annual session 
of the Congress Party at Nagpur, the party 
decided to apply the principle of linguistic 
redi''tribution of States on an all-India 
basis. The committee that had been 
appointed to draft a Constitution for 
redistribution of the States on a more 
logical basis reported that the 
redistribution should be partly 
geographical and partly economic and 
financial, but tliat the main consideration 
should be the wishes of tlie people and 
the linguistic unity of the areas concerned. 

2. The presence of two or more 
linguistic blocks in the same State makes 
for inefficiency, friction and political 
economic penalization of the minority 
group. The boundaries formed after the 
integration of the princely States were 
administratively, economically and 
linguistically illogical. At that time, it was 
felt that since the newly created system of 
29 States was unwieldy and expensive 


therefore it seemed wiser to form linguistic 
States. 

3. The idea of linguistic States had a 
mass appeal, and hence the opposition 
parties (especially the Communists) 

I adopted this idea as a tactic to arouse 
I opposition against the ruling Congress 
' Parly in order to gain control of its 
legislative programme. 

4. It was felt that the reorgani-sation 
I would lead to a self-conscious coherence 
j and pride in the States and promote 
j national integration. 

j Arguments Against linguistic States 
I 1. Tire reorganisation of States on a 
' linguistic basis has created artificial walls 
i between States and given rise to numerous 
; inter-Statc disputes Several inter-State 
1 and national problems arise because of the 
I reorganisation of State on a linguistic basis 
j rather than on their geographical 
! conformity. 

2. I.inguistic States create a certain 
danger to national unity since they 
develop a feeling of regionalism, hinder 
I economic cooperation between the States 
and disturb the peaceful enviroiuncnt ol 
the nation. 

3 The formation of linguistic States 
i has retarded much of planned economic 
i development because local sentiment 
within the State often resenS the 
I utilisation of that State's resources for the 
benefit of other States. Often, efficient 
I workers from one State cannot be 
employed in an adjacent one when they 
are deficient in the language requirements 
I of that State. It has been felt that the 
j creation of linguistic States l.as created 
j strong regional feelings among the people. 
It also stirred up demands for increased 
autonomy. 

4. Disputes over the boundaries 
between linguistic States often stirred 
violence and States fought for a particular 


' area, forgetting that linguistic States were 
only for administrative convenience, not 
, for extending the domain of any one State. 

5. Parochial feelings also arose often 
i and such feelings over adjoining areas 
j found a fresh outlet over sharing of the 
I wafers ot rivers which flow through 
i different States. 

j 6. Linguistic majorities assume an air 
I ol superiority and often deny to Ihe 
I linguistic minorities tlicir legitimate rights, 
i Where the linguistic minorities were 
: spread over the entire Slate, tliey do not 
1 find any representation in. the 
I legislatures—at least, it is a grudge the 
i minorities have. 

i 

I 

I Development Finance 

! Q. In planning for the economic 
i development of a developing country, it 
I is of major importance that due attention 
i be given to devices by which detrimental 
; investment effects can be minimized. 

: There are always a lot of political 
. pressures also for tax incentives to 
' investment. What are some of these 
; incentives? Discuss. 

Ans. Very olten, tax incentives to 
investment have been wasteful and 
, inequitable Therefore, some observers 
; sometimes rcjecl all incentive devices. 

; However, total rejection of these incentives 
cannot be justified. Whatever the tax 
■ experts say, certain political pressures for 
' these incentives will always stay. Also, 
: there is no harm in some concessions to 
: growth provided they are made in the best 
w'ay, 

i Some of the incentives are; 

1. Domestic Incentives: These could 
be related to invesfmenflh general or they 
, could be limited to investment in selected 
! industries or regions. Therefore, these 
could be of the general category or the 
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regional one First, ;^cneriil investment 
incentivi''. could be in the form of 
investment tredi's or accelerated 
depreciation similar to the devices used 
in develo|H\l i ('uotries. Also, developing 
countries otter tav holidays too during 
which profits from new enterprises are tax- 
free lor an initial period of five to seven 
years. These investment incentives, to be 
elle. ti\ e in raising the level ot investment 
dein<ind equal attention to raising the level 
of saving. This could be done by 
encouraging retention of profits as well as 
by giving lax credits for saving under the 
indiv iduai income tav. The main aspect is 
to reach savings which otherwise would 
not have been made and to avoid their 
being ollset by dissaving in other parts of 
the taxpayer's accounts. Second, 
investment incentives could be limiU'd to 
particular industries or region. While 
choosing industries, it has to be kept in 
mind that they play a strategic role in 
ilevelopmcnt anil which, without special 
iavour, will remain iinexpanded. Region- 
wise, selective incentives could be given 
keeping in mind the Iwations. Incentives 
could be for labour or capital. Often, a 
choice has to be made about whether such 
incentives are to be given by subsidizing 
inv eslment iv by subsidizing employment 
in the target regions. This would depend 
on policy objectives i.e. whether the focus 
i.s on im leasing priKluction or value added 
in the region, or whether ihe purpose is to 
increase payrolls and raise the standard 
ot living ol the region's population 

2 Capital versus Employment 
Incentives; Incuiuve policv has been 
generally directed at increasing the 
prolil.ibilitv ot capital, but some have also 
pointed out towards increasing the 
pn'lilal’i!itv ol emploving labour. In 
parlu iil.'i. this expressed dissatisfaction 
with an emerging piittern of development, 
v.hiih involves increased use ot capital 
without a corresponding increase of 
emplov meni in the indu.sirial sector. Use 
ot lughiy capital intensive forms ot 
investment is encouraged by price 
distortions which overprice the cost of 
labour and underprice the cost of capital. 
While the loimer tends to result from 
minimum wage legislation and excessive 
union demands, the latter reflects 
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! preferential exchange rates, tariff 
i exemptions and ineffective profits 
taxation. To correct the balance, wage 
: subsidies could be given directly or 
^ indirectly tlvough a "wage bill credit", 
similar to investment credit. Another 
> suggestion for inducing more labour- 
I intensive use of capital is to provide tax 
1 incentives which reduce the labour cost 
for night-shift work. 

I 3. Incentives to Foreign Capital; Tax 
j relief granted to foreign investors is said 
{ to reduce the country's share in the profits 
: earned by foreign capital. Therefore, this 
loss has to be comperuxilcd for by tlie gains 
i from additional capital influx if the tax 
incentive is to pay its way. Tax incentives 
have to be linked to domestic value added 
' which the foreign capital induces. They 
. should also be designed to encourage 
{ reinvestment and permanent operation. 

I 4. Export Incentives: Tax incentives 
I for exports are a popular device to assist 
in the development of foreign markets and 
I to strengtiven the balance of payments. To 
! be effective, such incentives should be 
i related, not to total foreign sales or profits 
, therefrom, but to domestic value added. 

It is only the Litter component of foreign 
] sales, and not the re-export of imported 
I material or intermediate goods, which . 
I adds to a country's foreign exchange 
j earnings. 

' Tax System 

Q. How can taxes be classified? What 
arc the requirements of a good tax 
structure? 

Ans. Taxes can be classified on the 
basis of the points of imposition. We could 
thus say that they can be of tour broad 
categories: one, they may be imposed in 
the product or in the factor markets; 
second, they may be imposed on the 
buyer's or seller's side of the market; third, 
they could be imposed on households or 
firms, fourth, they mav enter on the 
: sources or user side of the taxpayer's 
' account. 

Taxes could also be imposed on the 
holding of wealth or stocks, rather than 
on transactions or flows generated in 
current production. A major example is 
the property tax. 


Different from the above category 
are personal taxes and in-rem taxes. 
Personal taxes are taxes which arj; 
adjusted to the taxpayer's pensonal abrlity; 
to pay. In-rem taxes (taxes on "things") 
arc imposed on activities or objects ns sn^H 
i.f. on purchases, sales, or the holding (if 
property, independently of thp 
characteristics of the transactor .or the , 
owner. In-rem taxi"' may be imposed on 
eitlicr the household or the firm side. 
How’cver, personal taxes, by their very 
nature, must be imposed on the household 
side of the transaction. The distinction 
between personal and in-rem taxes is ot 
major importance when it comes .to (hy 
equity ot the tax system. Equity must be 
evaluated in terms ot the resulting burden 
distribution among people. Since the 
burden of all taxes, including those 
imposed on "things", must ultimately Ire ■ 
borne by persons, their equity mii'st be 
evaluated by the resulting burden ' 
distribution .among people As such, in- 
rem taxc-s are interior to well-designed 
personal taxes imposi'd directly so as to 
allow for the particular taxpayer's ability 
to pay. 

Another category ol taxes is the direct 
and indirect taxes. Direct taxes are those 
which are imposed initially on the 
individual or household that is meant to 
bear the burden. Indirect taxes are taxes 
which are impo'-ed al some other point in 
the system but are ini'ant to Ire shifted to 
whomever is supposed to be the final 
bearer of the burden. I’ersonal taxes, surh 
as the individual in-ome lax. are thus 
dirivt; and most in-rem tiixes, sui li as sales 
and excise taxes, are indirect. The term 
"excise" refers to a subcategory ol indirect 
taxi's and is applied to certain selective 
sales taxes imposed at the manutaeUirer 
level. I .astly, it we view transfer payments 
as negative taxes, they comprise another 
category. Whereas taxes taken from Ihe 
private sector without a direct ijiiid pro 
(jiio. transfers render a pavinent withi'ut 
requiring a return service. 

Various ideas about what constitutes 
a good tax system have their influence on 
the determination of these factors: 

1. Rcvinue y ield should be adevpiate. 

2. The distribution of the tax burden 
should be equitable Everyone should be 




made to pay his or her fair share. 

3. It has to be remembered that what 
matters is not only the impact point at 
which the tax is imposed but its final 
resting pUice. The problem of incidence 
must thus be allowed for. 

4. Taxes should be chosen so as to 
minimize interference with economic 
decisions in otherwise efficient markets. 

5. The lax slruclure should facilitate 
the use of fiscal policy for stabilization and 
growth objectives. 

6. The tax system should permit fair 
and nnn-arbitrary administration and it 
should be understandable to the 
taxpayer. 

7. Administration and compliance 
costs should be as low as is compatible 
with the other objectives. 

Financial Systems 

Q. Highlight the role of banks and 
financial markets in allocation of funds 
and slate briefly how they have fared in 
their functions? 

Ans. One of the crucial functions of a 
financial system is the allocation of funds 
or resources to firms. Whosoever controls 
the funds performs an allocative role, that 
of choosing the firms where the funds 
should be best deployed. 

When the allocative function is 
performed well, two consequences 
follow—one, the rate of return offered to 
households would be higher and second, 
the srarce resources are allocated to those 
lirms which ha\ e the highest productivity 
for the economy. 

Allocation of funds can be done 
through two major alternative 
mechanisms—banks and financial 
markets. Households can deposit funds 
with bairks, who would lend those funds 
to firms, or households can buy sharcs and 
debentures using financial markets, which 
is.an alternative mechanism through 
which the same savings turn into 
investments. 

For a long time, India's financial 
system was dominated by banks and 
financial institutions. Financial markets 
have risen as an alternative vehicle for 
doing resource allocation. Banks and 
markets are competing fund managers 


vying to do resource allocation; they 
compete in two dimensions: (n) 
maximising the quality of their 
information processing and (h) 
minimising the transactions costs that 
they impose upon households. They can 
therefore be studied under the following 
criteria: 

Information processing by Banks: 
In an ideal situation, banks would 
attempt to do high quality information 
processing to govern their lending 
decisions. They would charge interest 
rates that vary depending upon the 
default risk implicit in alternative 
borrowers, and turn away suboptimal 
borrowers. Such decision-making is good 
for the bank in so far as it maximises the 
returns obtained by banks. It is good for 
the economy in so far as scarce capital 
would be allocated to those applications 
which generate the highest output per 
unit of capital deployed. 

In India, inhirmation processing that 
governs banks' lending decisions has been 
constrained by certain government policy 
decisions: direct government ownership 
and control of most of the banking 
industry, entry barriers which prevent 
foreign and new domestic banks from 
entering the banking industry, high 
reserve ratios (SLR and CRR) which 
appropriate bank deposits to finance tlie 
fiscal deficit and direct administrative 
controls on the direction of credit 
allocation and the prices at which credit is 
given. 

These problems hinder the ability ot 
India's banking system to process 
information on purely economic criteria. 

Information processing by markets: 
Ideally, markets are said to be efficient 
when market prices impound a great de.il 
of information and analysis about the 
future returns on various securities. 
Market efficiency implies that projects are 
allocated funds based on their true ri:,k 
and return. 

In India, in contrast to the banking 
sector, attempts by the government to 
influence the functioning of financial 
markets are intrinsically mom limited. It 
is easier for the government to force a bank 
to give credit to a company than to force 
markets. 


Transaction costs imposed by Banks: 
The administrative expense's ol banks and 
the expenses that arise out ot inlorm.ition 
prcKessing drive a wedge betw ivn the rate 
of return earned by the banks' portlolio 
management and the rate of return they 
can offer depositors. For a given quality 
of information proci'ssing, banks would 
be the most altrai ti\ e if the administrative 
expensi’s are minimi‘'ed. 

In India, the transaction costs 
imposed by India's banking system are 
hampered by their labour problems, and 
by their ri‘!ati\'elv low r.ite ot adi’ption of 
modern computers anil comuuinications. 
This cost structure is influenced by the low 
rale of entrv into the banking s\stem—a 
higher rate ot entrv woulil gene'iate a 
faster rate ol adoption ol technoli^gv bc' 
incumbents 

Transaction costs imposed by 
Markets: In the case of markets, (he costs 
imposed are made up of four 
components—at the broker interl.ice {i.r. 
brokarage fees), at the market (market 
impact cost), at clearing (counterparty 
risk) and at selllemenl (paper uork and 
fraud). 

In India, after decade"- of stagnation, 
these have dropped sharply in the last 
three years, and are likeb' to drop further 
in the next lew \ears 

The contrast beluc'en tin- two 
intcrmediaiiesin India is striking Ihe locus 
ot India's linancial sector is, m tact, slovxly 
moving away finm the' hanking system to 
financial m.?rkets—while the assets ot the 
bankin'.’scsiiMii "lec. i\ci,t ni iliij i-liiim 
b«(' to the as-ei- oi Ilk' eijiiilc 

market grew b\ around nine told Ixelornis 
to llie banking system h.we lieen a slow 
poviNs whereas impiovmenls in market 
qiialiti' lia\e piocceded lapidb i >ne ni’eds 
to rememlwr, lumexi'i, tiiat tioiiiuial 
markets area poor wa\ to deal willi smaller 
projects afflicted with iMic|ci’dity lliis 
difficullN aciiteb alleclsroughb ?.tV'„c'tthe 
assets of India's equitc maikd, and most 
of India's corporate Ixind market. Under 
these conditions of illiquidili (if iiigh 
transactions costs) market ettirienev is 
likely to be quite limited IVihaps ihi- gap 
can be filled by the yciiture c<ipital mutual 
fund—a fund which invests m small 
projects. 
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DesGiipilw Quessnois 


Greed and human beings ! 

I 

Q. If the instinct of greed disappears 
from life, what would happen? Give 
three possible consequences that human 
beings, the world over, would experience j 
following the disappearance of greed i 
from life. | 

Ans. There is no denying the fact that 
the instincts of need and greed, joy and 
sorrow, love and hate, are both natural and 
universal. It is only the exceptional and the 
super human beings who enjoy complete 
control over their instincts and impulses. 
Knowingly fully well that the instinct of 
greed is at tiie root of so many social ills, 
cause of regional and international clash of 
interests, excessive exploitation of nature, 
pollution of mind and environment, human 
beings seldom see the writing on the wall 
and continue to indulge in all sorts of fair 
and foul means to appease the devil within, 
till greed overtakes them completely to 
make them monsters on the brawl in search 
of vulnerable victims. If human beings give 
up greed, the following consequences 
would open a new chapter in the lives of 
one and all. 

The most conspicuous coasequence of 
the happy development will be seen in 
the domain of V'olence, both individual 
as well as collective With the sudden dis¬ 
appearance of greed from human life, 
human beings will not feel the urge of ac¬ 
cumulatin']; more assets than what they 
actually require The principle of need over 
the insatiable satan of greed will become 
the roaring rule of life. Much of the 
violence that is inflicted and perpetrated 
under the compulsive cult of greed, will 
become a thing of the past. Human beings 
will be spared of the guilty conscience that 
greed brings about in their lives when they 
deprive the needy of their basic needs and 
fill their own coffers with gold. 

Much of the unrest that results from 


social inequalities, will disappear. When the 
instinct of greed becomes almost dead in 
human calculations, the obsession to hoard 
more and more worldly possessions will 
become irrelevant and inconsequential. The 
goal of providing food, clothing and shelter 
to all human beings will become a near reality. 
The danger of civil wars, social conflicts, 
armed confrontations, on the one hand, and 
the spectre of hunger, disease, deadi and 
decay, on the other, will no longer hover over 
the heads like tlie sword of Damocles. 

Since greed is the mother of all social 
ills that afflict the planet earth, its disap¬ 
pearance will mean the rule of law, broth¬ 
erhood of man and fatherhood of God. 
The trinity of 'liberty, equality and 
fraternity' will have a free run across tire 
lengtii and brcadtlr of the world. 

Quality of life and Indian masses 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to improve the quality of life of masses in 
India. Substantiate how the measures 
suggested by you would be effective 
indeed! 

Ans. The quality of living of the 
people at large depend upon the extent of 
economic security that they enjoy under 
the given socio-political dispensation. The 
standard of living of the people is largely 
determined by a healthy and happy 
harmony that exists among 'education, 
employment and environment'. Since a 
vast portion of Indian masses is still living 
below the poverty line, and equally large 
numbers .ire sitting on the fence between 
poverty and two square meals a day, it is 
imperative and urgent that some imme¬ 
diate steps are taken to improve both the 
quality of living and the quality of life of 
the Indian masses. The following 
measures, if taken in all seriousness, will 
go a long way in improving the quality of 
life of the masses, who constitute the real 


soul and strength of India. 

Not populism, but palpable perfor¬ 
mance on the socio-economic front alone is 
the antidote to our multi-faceted problems. 
Having embarked on result-oriented 
policies and programmes, the paradigms 
of quality of life should include cultivation 
of scientific culture and revival and rejuve¬ 
nation of moral values among people of all 
age groups. Since man does not live by 
bread alone, inculcation of social obliga¬ 
tions like fellow feeling, selfless service, care 
and concern for ciders, self-discipline in 
respect of earning and spending, etc. should 
form an inseparable part of our daily 
perceptions and practices. Li this respect, 
the examples set by those who wield power, 
occupy positions of power and prestige, 
and others, would prove highly effective 
and beneficial. 

In order to enable people to lead a 
purposeful life, with all comforts and con¬ 
veniences at their command, they should 
be made conscious of their responsibilities 
towards the fragile eco-system and ever- 
depleting natural resources, so that each 
one takes a vow to pn)tect and preserve 
the flora and fauna around. Besides bread 
and butter, it is the cultural contours, hu¬ 
man concerns and the clean conscience 
inside each individual, that will ensure a 
much better quality of life. 

Abolition of Governor's post 

Q. Some people strongly advocate 
the abolition of the Governor's post in 
the State. Give two arguments in favour 
and two against the proposal. 
A^uments in favour of the proposal 

1. The founding fathers of the Indian 
Constitution may have been guided and 
goaded by considerations entirely na¬ 
tional in character, and practical in 
perception, but the happenings during 
the past few years have brought lots of 
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brickbats to the august office of the 
Governor. Just as two swords cannot 
remain confined in one sheath, similarly 
two centres of power—the one of a 
Governor working at the behest of his or 
her masters in Delhi, and the other of a 
Chief Minister elected by the people and 
accountable to the legislature for all his 
or her deeds and misdeeds—cannot work 
in cohesion. How some of the Governors 
have demeaned themselves by their 
dubious and devious acts, needs no 
reiteration. They have not only brought 
a bad name to ^e august institution but 
also created constitutional crisis by their 
eagerness 'to stoop to conquer' and play 
the errant boy, out to play politics. 

2. As an appointee of the President, 
a Governor is supposed to keep aloof 
from the State politics and remain wide 
awake only to protecting the spirit of the 
Constitution. More often than not, a 
political person selected for the job 
cannot help meddling in the political 
affairs of the State of his posting and, 
thus, vitiates the already surcharged 
atmosphere. If a Governor cannot resist 
the temptation of becoming a part and 
parcel of the on-going drama of the 
absurd, he has no business to be there. If 
his or her interests continue to remain 
political, there is no point in having such 
a post where the incumbent is free to 
indulge in all sorts of misdemeanours. 
Ihe earlier the post of a Governor is 
abolished, the better it will be for the 
political climate of the State. 

Arguments against the proposal 

1. The preposterous proposal of abol¬ 
ishing the post of a Governor deserves not 
only contempt but also an outright rejec¬ 
tion tor the simple reason that it paints 
black the mslitution, more in anger and 
less in cool-headed objectivity. The 
founding fathers of the Coratitution were 
men of vision and wisdom and if some 
aberrations on the part of some persons 
holding the high office of a Governor have 
come about, it does not mean that we 
should throw away the baby along with 
the dirty tub water. The fault, in fact, does 
not lie in the office, as it does with the 
interitions of the person occupying the 
high office. Instead of decrying and 
dispensing with the institution of a 


Governor, let us start with cleansing the 
murky waters of politics that picks and 
chooses the wrong person for the right 
post and place. 

2. Tliere have been examples galore 
where eminent academicians, known 
Gandhians, upright politicians, men of let¬ 
ters and their like, have decorated this 
august office and enriched the academic, 
social and cultural life of the State to which 
they were sent. Since a Governor is the 
eyes and ears of the President, his counsel 
in times of crisis can prove an asset to the 
State. His role and relevance under the 
President's rule has cleared many a cob¬ 
web left over by the so-called elected gov¬ 
ernment of the people. Quite often people 
have welcomed such a rule by the Gover¬ 
nor and that speaks volumes of the valu¬ 
able services that an experienced and 
eminent person can render while occupy¬ 
ing the Raj Bhawan of a State. In short, a 
good Governor needs a cheer and not a 
jeer as suggested by some. 

India—A coalition of cultures 

Q. 'India is a coalition of cultures'. 
Substantiate the statement with your 
views based on your reading, knowledge 
and daily experiences. 

Ans. India, as we all know, is a mosaic 
where so many religions and cultures 
converge to give shape to a spectrum, the 
parallel of which does not exist anywhere in 
the world. Nowhere in the world does one 
I come across such a harmonious blending of 
cultures as one finds on the Indian canvas. 
I The coalition of cultures, and inter-action be- 
; tween various ethmc groups and communi- 
i tics, have enabled us to witlistand the storm 
: of upheavals and the onslaught of so nviny 
I invasions, both armed as well iis commucial 
i and cultural. India is one such entity on the 
i global map where invaders became its 
; inhabitants and foreign traders (East India 
i Company) as its tutors and teachers. Our 
I willingness to absorb and assimilate into the 
‘ mainstream, what others have tooffer in ma- 
i terial, cultural and literary pursuits and 
passions, is unique. 

India is a land of so many religions, 
I cults and faiths, which lie at the root of her 
I multi-faceted personality of conciliation 
i and co-existence. The modes and 


manifestations of worship and prayers may 
i be different in content and context, but the 
spirit of tolerance and respect for others 
continue to be the paramount paradigms 
of India's cultural heritage and practical 
wisdom of daily mores and manoeuvres. 

Notwitlistanding a few jarring notes, 
like the changing of utensils in a family 
kitchen, India has always been a cute and 
colourful college depicting salubrious 
sounds of simgs and music, fine and pe^ 
forming arts, literature of all genres, di- 
I verse forms of arciiitecture as depicted in 
I temples, mosques, churches and tiie like, 
historical monuments of various sizes and 
structures—all these and a numeroHS other 
portraits of India's diversity in unity and 
vice versa, are there as the most touching 
tribute to her coalition of cultures. The rich 
legacy of tolerace towards all, is the hall- 
i mark of Indian etlros that has welcomed 
I and absorbed so many foreign influences 
i in ihp running stream of its life. Art and 
i literature, tlwugh conceived and expressed 
; in different situation.s, and social milieus, 
1 still represent the immortal spirit of India. 
' What makes India diflcrcnt from other is 
, her open acceptance of the best in others 
I so that it may not lose by default or design 
i what others have to offer by way new ideas 
i and idioin.s. 

f 
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1. Tlio Managing Director of which 
company has tvsigned reconllv following 
the investigation initiated b\ SHBI on al¬ 
leged charges of insider trading? 

n) Hindustan lever 
/») Bombay Dyeing 
r) Nestle 
i/) iVt'i l inance 

2. Name Ihi' Chairman of the 
fertilisers pricing policy review committee 
whicii has suggested the scrapping of the 
evisting retenlum pricing scheme: 

ii) C.ll. Maniimantha Rao 
(») M.b. Swaminathan 
(•) S S. Barnala 
(/) S Krishnamurthy 

3. What was the name ot the 7ero 
emission, electric car exhibited at the linvi- 
ronmenl India '‘^S exhibition held in New 
Delhi recentiv’ 

ii) I'nviro |i) Reva 

c) Astra i/) I'litiira 

4 Where was the Asia-Fiirope Meel- 
inj; (AbliM) held recently? 

ii) Geneva />) New York 

i ) Sme.apori' ,1) 1 ondon 

' Vhicli company in India is theonly 
manutacturer of V'itamin B^, in Asia? 
ii) Burrougl. ^ Wellcome 
I’) Sandiv 
,) Cadila 
i/! \lerind 

b Which company advertises with the 
famous baseline, "Better things for better 
living"? 

id I rii ssi'n />) Du Pont 
i ) Godrei i/) None ot the abov e 
7. The founding fatherof re-engineer¬ 
ing, the management technique that advo¬ 
cates radical overhaul of business is; 
i/) Pete''Dnicker 
/’) Robert Tow'nsend 
i ) Michael Hammer 
(f) Heff Hyman 

5 The kiillu svstem is assoi fated with 


which of the following? 
n) Forward'Grading 
l>) Foreign Exchange 

c) Currency markets 

d) Stock markets 

9. Bill Gates is one of the founders of 
Microsoft. Who was the other? 

ii) Paul Allen 
h) JohnNaisbitt 

c) Michael Crichton 

d) James Cameron 

10. What is the name of the trade 
union affiliated to the Shiv Sena? 

fi) Bharatiya Kamgar Sena 

b) Hind Mazdoor Sabha 

c) Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh 

d) Kamghar Aghadi Union 

11. Tlie electronics and computer soft¬ 
ware export promotion council is 
organising an exposition "India Tech 98" 
in an African country this year. Name the 
country. 

a) South Africa b) Somalia 

c) Kenya if) Ethiopia 

12. Name the management thinker 
who gave the concept of 'lateral thinking'? 

II) Kenneth Clarke 

b) Peter Drucker 

c) Philip Kotler 

d) Edward de Bono 

1.1. Name the most advanced server- 
based .software project unleashed by IBM? 
n) IBM Servo fi) San Francisco 
c) java d) Los Angeles 

14. Name ‘he author of the book, The 
Art of C -lu’lmck. 

it) Donald Trump 
b) Peter Drucker 
t) C.K. Prahlad 
tf) Deepak Chopra 

15. The term GOMBAs is applied to: 
fl) The stock market 

b) low-paid, un-intelligent workers 

c) Currency markets 
if) ov erpaid MBAs 


16. According to Forbes magazine, fte 
only billionaire family left in India this year 
after the turmoil in Asian markets, is; 

a) Birlas b) Ambanis 

c) Tatas d) Mittals 

17. The book Beyond Boundaries: A 
Memoir, is the autobiography of which of 
the following industrialist? 

a) K.K. Birla b) Nusli Wadia 
c) Swaraj Paul d) Kaunaq Singh 

18. According to estimates by the All 
India Association of Industries (AIAl), the 
number of days that a bank employee 
works per year in the country is: 

fl) 158 h) 161 

c) 165 if) 168 

19. The 900 million dollar Samsonite 
Corporation of the USA, which lias recently 

^set up its factory in Nasik, manufactures 
which of the following items? 
it) Cars /;) Trucks 

(■) Televisions if) Luggage 

20. Who is the Chairman of the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI)? 

it) S.S Gill b) Nikhil Chakravartv 
c) S.S. Sodhi if) P. N. Bhagwati 

21. On which date was the India Tour¬ 
ism Day observed? 

a) January 25 

b) February 25 

c) August 25 

if) September 25 

22. From which date did the VDIS-97 
start? 

a) January 1,1997 

b) April 1,1997 

c) July 1,1997 

d) October 1,1997 

2.5. Where was the trade summit be¬ 
tween India, Pakistan and Bangladesh held 
recently? 

it) New Delhi 

b) klamabad 

c) Dhaka d) Karachi 
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24. Which companv has recontly is¬ 
sued its "Flexihunds"? 

a) IDBI l>) ICICI 

c) IFCl d) IRBl 

2,'i. If you liiid oiu' unit each ot the 
following currencies, from which would 
\ oii be able to gel the maxinuun number of 
rupees? 

n) US Dollar 
I’) UK round 
r) Deutsche Mark 
(/) Japanese Ven 

26, For which State in India has the 
World Bank recently agnvd for a Rs 2,334 
crorc piickagc for economic restructuring 
progiamnu’’ 

(t) Maharashtra 
l>) Haryana 
l) Ciujarat 
tl) Andhra I’radesh 

27. From ivhii h company is Rnasi Ce¬ 
ments facing a takeover bid? 

rt) ACC 

h) Gujarat Ambu)a 
i ) India Cement 
;/) Indal 

Q 28-31 arc based on the interim 
budget for 1998-99 presented in Parlia¬ 
ment recently. 

25. 1 he tiscal deticit h.id been targeted 
at Rs 65,4.S4 crore by the previous Finance 
Minister. By how much per cent has it risen, 
if cording to the interim budget? 

) 6 I",. .'0 1" 3';,, 

if :2.7". d) 

2**. It had been estimiiU’d that tax rev¬ 
enue would increase durin" the currejit 
year. What has been the actual increase or 
decrea.si- ot net tax revenue in the current 
year? 

ii) Increase’ of ^ I".. 

/i) Decrease of 12. 
c) Increase of 12.6"'i. 

• ;/) Decrease I'f 6 V’s 

30. What IS the rale of industrial 
growth during this period’ 

rt) 4,8':'i, h) 55':o 

c) 6.7"m, d) 7.2'-, 

31, During the period, agriculture 
posted a growth rate of: 

i) Negative growth rate of 4.8‘!'n 
h) Positive gmwth rate of 4.87.i 

c) Negative growth rale of 27.. 

d) Positive growth rale ot 3.r’"'« 


.32. The brand name of "Panama" 
cigarettes belongcxl to a verv profitable and 
the country's third largest cigarette com¬ 
pany, but the company has now become a 
case for the BIFR. Which companv' is that? 
0) GTC h) ITC 
f) Wazir Sultan Tobacco Co. 
d) None of these 

.33. The novel The Infidcr by P.V. 
Narasimlw Rao, is published by which 
company? 

It) Penguin />) Mking 

c) Harper Collins d) Rupa 

34. A new advertising code has in¬ 
troduced tough new set of guidelines for 
tobacco advertising, to come into effect 
from October 1, 1998. Which agency has 
set these new guidelines? 

a) Government of India 
h) Tobacco Control Council of India 
c) Advertising Standards Council of 
India 

(/) None of these 

35. Who said, "It is not the best pmd- 
uct, but the best brands that win"? 

It) Philip Roller 
|i) IX’epak Chopra 

c) P. Chidambaram 

d) None of these 

.36. Which drug company had 
launched the " .Action TB Programme" in 
199.3 to develop new therapies lor the treat¬ 
ment and prevention of tuberculosis^ 

a) Glaxo Wellcome 

b) Smithkiine Bi*echam 
(■) .\ovartis 

d) Lupin laboratories 
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d) Assets that are easily convertible 
into c.ish 

40. Which bank introducixl the first 
Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) in India? 

u) State Ikink of India 

l>) Citibank r) Bank of America 

d) Hong Kong Bank 

41. Java, the computer language, was 
invented bv 

(/) IBM l>) Microsott 

c) Sun Microsystems 
(/) Motorola 

42. The British car-maker P-olls Riiyce 
may be taken over by which ot Ihi' follow¬ 
ing companies? 

Ill \hlkswagen h) B^'IVV 

f) (leneral Motors 

d) None ol these 

43. With iii’t worth estimateil at Rs 
8,81X1 cmro, the world's richest Indian is; 

III Dhirubhai .Ambani 
I') Swaraj Paul 
(') Likshmi N. Mittal 
d) G.l). Birla 

44. Which was the first public sector 
share to be quoted on the Bomb.iv Moik 
F.xchange? 

Ill Hindustan Petroleum 
I>1 SAIL c) ON(.C 

d) Indian Gil 

13 Name the most siuu'^siul i.’v in 
business history; 

ii) Lego M Meccano 

cl Barbie d) None ot lliesi’ 

ANSVVLRS 


.37. Which refrigerator is advertising ; 

1. 

fc) 

2 

(<•) 

3 

(t-1 

4. 

(it) 

h the line, "Now make the ice, iiv halt 

3, 

(d) 

i«. 

(lij 


(0 

8. 

(II) 

time" these days? 


till 

10 

(./I 

1!. 

(• 1 

12 

("’1 

It) (iodri*) b) Whirlpool 

13 

(/') 

14 

ll/I 

15 

U) 

lo. 

[i'l 

f) Kcivinator i/) S.imsung 

17 

(0 

18. 

lb) 

19 

{di 

20. 

(i) 

.38. What is near money? 

21. 

(«) 

22. 

(<’) 

23 

(0 

24. 

(II) 

a) Money that is banked in nearby , 

25, 

(10 

26. 

(./) 

27. 

(c) 

28. 

(if) 

banks. 

29 

(b) 

30 

(<0 

31. 

(.1 

33 

(111 

b) Assets that are easily convertible 

33. 

(to 

.34. 

(c) 

35. 

(it) 

3(1 

(ii) 

into cash. 

.37. 

(<0 

38. 

(to 

39. 

(ill 

40. 

(itl 

c) Money held in local currency. 

41. 

(c) 

42. 

(to 

4,3, 

(f) 

44. 

ill) 

d) Money that can he recalled Ciisilv. 

45. 

(0 








39. What is fiat money? 

a) Money not backed by gold or any 
other valuable good 

b) Money ksued by a government fiat 

c) Money used to buy worthless 
assets 


I SCORE 


40-45 correct: excellent 
.35-39 correct: fair 
below 34: poor 
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ADMISSION AIERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming 
examinations and opportunities. Institutes should send us 
Information well In advance to be Included here. Readers are 
advised to assess their own suitability and that of the institute 
before applying—this feature Is not a recommendation of any 
course or institute. 

Chartered Accountancy 

Foundation Courie— Eligibility; Class 12. Last date: June 
30,1998 for exams to be held in May 1999. For the publication 
"Foundation Course—A Gateway to the Chartered 
Accountancy profession", send a DD for Rs 12 to; The 
Secretary, Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI), 
IP Marg. New Delhi - 110 002. 

Computers 

1 . Diploma In Advanced Computing (6 months)— Course 
offered in various cities in India. Entrance test; June 14,1996. 
Last date; May 25,1998. Apply to authorised centres of C-DAC 
or to: C-DAC Advanced Computing Training School, 
Bioinformatics Centre, Pune University, Pune - 411 007 with a 
DD for Rs 300. 

2. MCA (3 years)— Eligibility; BA/B Com./B.Sc. with 
one of Physics, Maths and Statistics as a subject and 
minimum 50% marks in aggregate. Written test: June 28, 
1998. Last date; June 1, 1998. Apply to: Registrar, Thapaf 
Institute of Engineering and Technology, Patiala with a 
DD for Rs 176 

Defence 

Combined Defence Services Examination (CDS)— To be 

held on October 4. 1998. Last date: May 18, 1998. Apply to; 
Secretary, Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, 
New Delhi -110 011 on the prescribed format with a fee of Rs 
35 through Central Recruitment Fee stamps. For oetails see 
advt published on April 4, 1998. 

Journalism 

PG Diploma in Journalism— Eligibility; Graduation with 50% 
marks and age below 25 years. Written test: June 15,1998. Last 
date; May 24, 1998. Apply to: Asian College of Journalism, 
Express Building, 1 Queen's Road, Bangalore - 560 001 with a 
s.a.s.e. with Rs 2 stamps. 


Management 

MBA— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Last date: May 29, 1998. Apply to; Manager (P & P), 
Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetrj -136 119 with a DD for 
Rs 65. 

MBA from Abroad 

1. MIBS Program (23 months)— Program starts in August. 
Apply to; Graduate Business Admissions, University of Miami, 
PO Box 248505. Coral Gables, FL 33124-6524, USA. E-mail: 
gba@sba.miami.edu. 

2. MBA (Atlanta, Los Angeles, Dubai)— Apply to: The 
American College in London, 110 Marylebone High Street, 
London WIM 3DB, UK. Tel: 44 171 486-1772. 

3. MBA (18 months)— International Executive Program at 
Barcelona. Apply to: The University of Chicago Arago 271,08007 
Barcelona, Spain. E-mail; barcelona.inquiries@gsb.uchicago.edu. 

4. MBA (One/two years)— Apply to; Nimbas Graduate 
School of Management, Nimbas, Nieuwegracht 6, 3512 LP 
Utrecht, The Netherlands. Tel: 31 30 230 3050. 

5. MBA/Advanced Management Programme— Appiv to: 
Maureen Campbell. Templeton College, Oxford 0X1 5NY. UK. E- 
mail: amp@templeton.oxford.ac.uk. 

6. MBA— Apply to: Warwick Business School, University of 
Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL, England. E-mail: 
fmbain@wbs.warwick.ac.uk/mba. 

7. MBA (2 years, full time)— Apply to: Monterey Institute of 
International Studies, Boc EC.425, Van Buren Street, Monterey, 
CA 93940, USA E-mail; ntrevino@miis.edu. 

6 MBA (full time 12 months/part time 16 months)— Apply 
to EAP, European School of Management, MBA Office, Paris, 
France, E-mail: mba@eap.net. 

Scholarships 

Scholarships for higher studies— For higher studies 
abroad tor technical subjects upto Rs 30,000 and Inland 
scholarships for technical and professional courses, graduation 
and post-graduation courses. Last date for higher studies 
abroad; May 31,1998 and for inland scholarships: August 31, 
1998. The applicant should have a uniformly brilliant record. 
Apply to: Sahu Jain Trust, Times House 4th Floor, 7 
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, New Delhi - 110 002 with a 9" x 4" 
s.a.s.e. 
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Q. 1. What do you understand by the Right to Property? 
What is the status of this Right after the 44th Amendment to 
the Constitution? Critically examine. 

Ans. Prior to 44th Amendment to the Constitution, in 1978, 
liight to Property was a Fundamental Right under which every 
citizen was at liberty to hold any property anywhere in the 
country, without any restrictions. Being a Fundamental Right, 
prior to this amendment, this right could be enforced by the 
interv'ention of the courts. No ordinary law could infringe upon 
this Fundamental Right. Morarji Desai government in 1978 
omitted Articles 31 and 19 (1) (F) through 44th amendment. By 
the same amendment, a new Article 300A was included in the 
Constitution but outside Part-in of the Constitution. 

As a result of omission of Right to Property from the Fun¬ 
damental Rights, the status of this right has changed in many 
ways. Some of the important changes are as under: 

ia) The Right to Property is no longer a Fundamental Right 
and if anybody's property is taken away or procured by an ex¬ 
ecutive order, without the authority of law or in contravention of 
law, the aggrieved person shall have no right to move the apex 
court under Article 32 of the Constitution. The aggrieved person, 
may however, move any civil or criminal court, as the case may 
be, under any of the existing statutes. 

(b) If the Parliament or any other State legislature makes 
any law, depriving a person of his property, he cannot challenge 
the- reasonableness of such a piece of legislation and the 
restrictions imposed by such law, by invoking Article 19 (1) (F), 
because as a result of 44th Amendment this Article has ceased to 
exist in the Constitution. Such a law may, however, be challenged 
on other grounds m various other civil courts. 

(c) Tltere are many Acts which govern acquisition of private 
property for the public purposes. F.arlier, in 1971, by Z.'ith 
Constituticmal Amendment, a significant change was made which 
affected the process of such acquisitions. In the original 
Constitution, Article 31(2) laid down that if the State makes com¬ 
pulsory acquisition or requisitionmg of private property, it must 
make a law for public purpose and some compensation must be 
paid to the affected owners of such a property. By the 25th Amend¬ 
ment, the word "compensation" was replaced by the word, "an 
amount", the adequacy or otherwise of w'hich could not be chal¬ 
lenged before any court. Supreme Court had held that this amount 
could be complied against, if it was illusory or amounted to 
virtual confiscation of his property. But this remedy was also 
snatched away by the 44th Amendment. Ihe argument advaiiced 
in favour of 44th Amendment was that this right would now be a 
legal right rather than being a fundamental right. Hence, the 


responsibihty ot protecting this law, which earlier rested witli the 
Supreme Court and High Court, was now shifted to the goodwill 
and wisdom of the legisla ture. Hence, the constitutional safeguards, 
which were earlier available, are no longer there to preserve the 
Right to Property. Tliis amendment has particularly been harsh on 
the poorer sections of the society having limited property. This 
also means that any property through which a man of limited 
resources earns liveliliood for his family, can be acquired by the 
executive authority without any constitutional safeguards. 

(d) The condition ot "public purpose" has now been removed 
by deleting Article 31(2) of the Constitution. Though these words 
did not exist as such in Article 31(2), the courts had held in various 
orders, that this was an implied condition for exercising the power 
of acquisition by the government, subject to the provision of A^ 
tide 31(2). Except for a remedy against discrinaination available 
imder Article 14 of the Constitution, the chapter of Fundamental 
Rights no longer protects an individual if his property is acquired 
for a purpose other tlian the public purpose. 

Q. 2. What are the thrust areas for development of village 
and small industries? What are their main problems? Also 
outline the role of KVIC in promoting Khadi and Village 
Industries. 

Ans. In India, village and small industries play a major role 
m the overall industrial development. These industries have im¬ 
mense potential for generation of employment and these also 
contribute .ibout .50 per cent towd! Js the exports every year. 
During the Eighth I’la-'. period, ending March, !997, this sector 
has grown smartly, contribuiing richly to the industrial growth 
rate of the economy. One of the priority areas of Eighth Plan was 
adequate genc'ation ot employment. Several activities like 
processing ot agro-based produce m the rural areas, sericulture 
and allied activities have been identified as critical goals in 
priority secti'rs In addition, programmes of khadi, village 
industries, handlooms, handicrafts and sericulture can be dove¬ 
tailed with the local area development plans. Credit availability 
is also a thrust area in improving the functioning of this sector. 
At the beginning of Eighth Plan, advances to the small scale 
industiies were 15.7 per cent of the total bank advances. Hence, 
it has been the endeavour of the government to increase the 
share of credit availabilitv. Many steps have been taken to 
strengthen the Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBl) and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD). Certain new initiatives like sanction 
of composite loans under single window concept and concessional 
loans to the State government undertakings for infrastructure 
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development have been infroduced. 

An equitable policy for raw material distribution has been 
followed. Industry associations have been encouraged to work 
out a suitable distribution mechanism so that the interests of this 
sector an' safeguarded. This sector faces several serious pn iblcms, 
some of which are as under: 

(a) Use of obsolete technology by most of the units is one of 
the areas of concern. Technological obsolescence makes the mar¬ 
ketability of products difficult and renders these industries 
uncompetitive. 

(h) Industrial sickness is yet another problem. A Centrally- 
sponsored scheme to combat the menace of sickness has been 
introduced to assist the small scale units. Proper diagnosis and 
handling of industrial sickness in this sector is required urgently. 

(c) Marketing of prrxluce is a serious problem. SSIs lace stiff 
challenge in terms of quality and price from the newly emerging 
units and technologically advanced multi-national companies. 

(d) Cumbersome procedures and a large number of returns 
and reports, which these entrepreneurs hax e to furnish, also dis¬ 
tract them from their main job. The procedure need to be simpli¬ 
fied and uniform practices are required to be followed. 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is the main 
nodal agency of the government which coordinates tlie working of 
khadi and village Industrii's with the help from the State Khadi 
Boards. But despite intervention by the KVIC, a large number of 
cooperatives of the artisans have continued to remain dormant. 
Moreover, many State governments have not accorded due prior¬ 
ity to this activity. Fven the funds made available to the KVIC have 
not bren commensurate with the colossal quantum of require¬ 
ments. Main resources of the KVIC come from institutional finances 
and achve involvement of bank financing is lacking. 

To help the artisans working under its programmes, the 
KVIC has a network of sale outlets. KVIC is also making efforts 
to ensure availability of adequate raw materials to the artisans 
at reasonable rates. The expenditure on K & D is being carried 
out, but sufficiently higher sums are required to be pumped 
into this activity. Attention should not only be paid to the tech¬ 
nological R & D but also towards quality finishing and 
packaging. Tinally, full participation ot the State governments, 
in implementation ot KVl programmes, is also required. 

Q. 3. How did the Constitutional, Administrative and other 
reform influence the growth of nationalist movement 
immedi:'tely after the Revolt of 1857? Also analyse the role 
played by the methods of political work to achieve national¬ 
ism among the Indian masses? 

Ans. After the Revolt of 18.57, the country witnessc’d the 
uprising of political consciousness and rapid growth ot an 
organised national movement in India. The process was further 
augmented by establishment of Indian National Congress in 1885. 
There were many reasons which led to the growth of national 
consciousness during the early years. T!h' early natioruilisLs are 
known for their taitli in the constitutional metliods. As tiioir name 
suggests, these moderate leaders pursued moderate goals and did 
not pursue their goal of self-governance immediately. After the 


establishment of the Congress in 1885, the period between 1885 to 
1892 is known for the demand of reforms of Ugislative Councils 
and their expansion. 

One of the early Constitutional Reforms achieved by the 
early nationalists was the passing of Indian Councils Act of 1892. 
This was primarily aimed at increasing the number of membees 
in the Imperial Legislative Council, as well as the Provincial 
Councils. After this Act came into being, some of the membenof 
the councils could be elected indirectly, but the majority of officifits 
nominated by the government remained. Although the Act was 
rejected by the nationalists, yet the achievement went to their 
credit, as this was a direct result of the agitation by them. The 
nationalists also demanded control of Indians over the puhlk 
finances and raised the famous slogan of "no taxation vyi'lhwft 
representation". Though the right to vote was not demanded by 
them, their achievement of broadening the membership jof 
councils helped in generating the feeling of nationalism. Later, 
the demand for Sn’iira/ within the British fcmpire was demanded 
in 1905 from the Congress platform. 

Se\ eral administrative and other measures also helped in 
the rise of nationalism. One of the most important administra¬ 
tive reform desired was the opening up of higher administrative 
services to the Indians. This demand was made on the grounds 
that, on the one hand, the European officers were paid excep¬ 
tionally high salaries and, on the other, Indian were depriv^ 
of their rightful due of administering their own country. It was 
through the restoration of these services that made the 
administration more responsive to the needs of Indians. They 
further demanded the separation of judicial and executive 
powers. The oppressive behaviour of the police and otlier 
administrative marhinery had already annoyed the masses. 
Nationalists also opposed the policy of annexation of Burma, 
attack on Afghanistan and suppression of tribal people in 
North-western India. They demanded an efficient network of 
agriculture banks to cater to the needs of creditof the peasants. 
Extension of medical, educational and other facilities to the 
remote and rural areas w’as also demanded. These reforms 
were partially implemented bv the British which further led 
to the feeling of awareness and nationalism among the Indian 
masses. 

The methods of political work, adopted by the nationalists, 
facilitati-d the increased awareness of the nationalist feelings 
among the masses. Their political metliods included petitions, 
meetings, resolutions and speeches. In other words, these meth- 
txls were constitutional in nature and were confined to the four 
walls of law. All these methods not only educated tlie Indian 
masses, but also tried to generate public opinion among the 
British. As the time was not yet ripe to challenge the British 
authority, the methods used by these nationalists were aimed 
increasing the awareness among the people. This increased aware¬ 
ness about the political rights further aroused the feelings of 
belonging to India among the people, which in turn generated 
the nationalist feeling. The methods of political work, also 
educated the people in democratic methods which laid strong 
foundations of demoaacy in India. 
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Bcfoic Independence 

The long array of epoch-making events 
which occurred during the months of 
lune include pronouncement of death 
sentence on I^udiram Bose for 
'inurdering' Mrs and Miss Kennedy on 
'[xnie 13, W08, conferring of Knighthood 
on Rabindra Nath Tagore, awarding of 
Kaiscr-i-Hind Medal to Mahatma 
Gandhi on June 3,1915, election of 
Madan Mohan Malaviya to Viceregal 
Council on June 3,1919 and Viceroy's 
inviting 14 members to join Interim 
Government on June 16,1946. 

In this section we shall focus on Dr 
Rajender Prasad's address to Indian 
National Congress, which he delivered 
as President of the organisation for the 
third and last time, and attitude of some 
of the Princely States towards free India. 

Prasad's Address 

Subsequent to Subhash Chandra Bose's 
unceremonious exit as Congress 
President, Dr Rajendra Prasad took 
over as Congress President in 1939. It 
was his third term as Congress 
President, earlier being in 1934 and 
1*>35, that eventually proved to be the 
last. Incidentally, his presidential 
address at the meeting of All India 
Congress Committee, held at Bombay 
from June 24, 1939 to June 27, 1939, 
referred about certain issues which 
happen to be banc of contemporary 
Indian politics. For instance, besides 
referring about 'rulers or their advisers 
pursuing a policy of unabashed 
gangsterism against their people', he 
observed tliat "the first and most 
urgent problem for the Congress is to 
purify the organisation and make it a 
disciplined and effective instrument of 
the people's will". 

Princely States Defiance 
Following Lord Mountbatten's 
announcement of June 3,1947, about 


his plan to transfer power into the 
hands of Indians much earlier than 
I June 1948, the possibilities of division 
of India into a large number of 
independent States got aired in various 
segments. The rulers had their own 
armies and, thus, the danger seemed 
almost real. While the Princes who had 
not joined the Indian Constituent 
Assembly were invited to do so. Sir 
I C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar, on June 11, 

I 1947, categorically declared that the 
State of Travancore had decided to 
become an independent sovereign 
State. Next day an identical 
announcement was made by Nizam of 
Hyderabad. However, Congress 
rejected the claim of the Princes to 
become independent and announced 
its policy about Indian States on June 
15, 1947. 

After Independence 

Predominant among the events which 
occurred during the months of June, in 
post independent liistory of India, 
include inauguration of New Armed 
Forces Academy at Dchra Dun on June 
4, 1949, historic devaluation of Indian 
Rupee by 36.5 per cent on June 6,1966, 
commissioning of India's first 
j indigenously built modern warship INS 
I Nilgiri on June 3, 1972, promulgation of 
Emergency due to 'threat to security 
from internal disturbances' on June 26, 
1975 and Rajiv Gandhi's launching 
Ganga Cleansing Project at Varanasi'm 
June 14,1986. 

In this section we shall focus on India's 
earlier endeavour to go in for 
I teleconmuinication link-up with some 
major countries and India becoming 
world cricket champions. 

India's Telecom link-up 
Realising the importance of 
networking, India had been quite keen 
to expand its telecommunication 


capabilities, right from its attaining 
independence. Incidentally, much 
before the advent of present 'Satellite 
Era', India, during the months of June, 
successfully established direct links 
with some important countries. For 
instance, on June 4,1955 India 
established direct radio telephone link 
with the then USSR. On June 16,1960 
International Telex Service betwetm 
India and United Kingdom was 
inaugurated. Later, on June 25,1976, 
the Indo-Sri Irinka tele-communication 
link via satellite was inaugurated, 
followed by the establishment of a 
direct satellite telecommunication link 
between India and Iran on the next 
day. And recently, on June 19, 1997, 
Inder Kumar Gujral and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
inaugurated a hot-line between India 
and Pakistan. 

Cricket 

The first limited over World Cup was 
played in June 1975. It was 
inaugurated on June 7, 1975 with a 
match between India and England. 
England, while batting first, scored 334 
runs for four wickets in allotted 60 
overs. Knrsaii Gha\ ri conceded 83 runs 
off 11 overs In reply, India scori'd 132 
for three In the match Sunil Gavaskar 
scored just 36 runs in 60 overs. The 
scar of dubious Indian defeat by 202 
runs in June was absolved in June 
j itself but after about eight years when, 
on June 25, 1983, team led by Kapil 
Dev, after wiping out Australia, 

England and West Indies in a week's 
time, lifted 1983 Prudential World Cup 
; at Lords. Of course, in the process, on 
j June 18, 1983, Kapil Dev set tlie world 
i record of scoring 175 (not out) against 
1 Zimbabwe. It was notably the first of 
! the 14 cups which India has won in 
! multi-national tournaments in limited 
I overs till date. 
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Modal Paragmilis 


"It matters little what you believe 
so long as you do not altogether 
believe it." 

Each one of us is prone to believe 
something that he or she views as true. 
In fact, the element of belief occupies 
an important place in our daily mores 
and moods. Sometimes, we tend to opt 
for a course that has been demarcated 
by certain beliefs and rituals, the basis 
of which may be an enigma or an 
exercise in futility. To some extent, it 
matters a little as to what our beliefs 
are, so long as they do not blind us 
and render us totally subservient to 
some person or cult that is irrelevant 
and irrational. The intellect within us 
does not conform to such assertions as 
are based on hearsay, or fake flounting 
of facts devoid of all analysis and 
objectivity. Belief may be a boon to an 
extent but blind belief is an insult to 
human ingenuity and intelligence. 

Total submission to something that 
discourages debate and deliberation is 
the negation of human instinct to 
enquire and experiment. Valour is a 
virtue in those only who use it to 
protect themselves against ail possible 
attacks. Simil.-ly, belief may be a 
shield in some situations, but .submit¬ 
ting oneself completely to an estab¬ 
lished faith, is both unmanly and 
unsavoury. 

"The great enemy of truth is often 
not the lie but the myth." 

A myth that wears the veneer of 
religious reverence or racial superiority 
is much more misleading and 
malicious than a plain lie. Truth should 
be wary, not so much of falsehood as 
that of a myth which is as much 
imaginary as impossible to realise by 
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our senses. A lie is an object of ridicule 
whereas a myth carries the aura of 
respectability and hence wide accep¬ 
tance. The biggest threat to truth 
comes, not from a lie but from a myth 
whose roots are woven into our 
existential ethos. It may be easy to 
refute the presence of falsehood in our 
midst but to reject and eject the near 
total hold of a myth on our individual 
and collective consciousness, is a 
challenge of no mean chagrin. Whereas 
a lie has no legs to stand upon, a myth 
derives its support and sustenance 
from various sources, the most 
potential of which happens to be its 
inexorable association with the past. A 
lie is an open threat to truth but a 
myth, though inimical and venomous, 
hits truth in a very subtle and sinister 


"All travelling becomes dull in exact 
proportion to its rapidity." 

All travelling, whether done on 
business or for pleasure, is supposed 
to be both interesting and 
informative. Since the purpose of all 
travelling is to break the monotony 
of routine life, travel by the fastest 
mode kills much of the exultation 
that is expected of travelling. 
Travelling done under the shackles 
of speed and success, becomes a 
nerve-breaking experience, where 
pleasure and enjoyment take a back 
seat. Jne of the most rewarding and 
reverberating experiences of life 
comes out of travelling that is 
undertaken with not any worldly or 
mundane motive in mind but only 
with a view to free oneself from the 
dull schedule of following a fixed 
time-table. In fact, all travelling, as a 
rule, is diversion of a different type 




whose unique thrill is spoilt the 
moment speed takes over its 
command. As the rapidity or speed 
increases, level of monotony goes up 
and all travelling becomes a travail 
of no mean intensity. As far as 
travelling is concerned, the clement 
of speed acts as the spoilsport like 
the dog in the manger. 

"Vagueness is the rebellion of truth 
against intellect." 

Truth is that state of realisation 
where ambiguity or ambivalence 
vanishes into the thin air. Any attempt 
to state facts or face realities, both 
worldly and spiritual, with the props 
of vagueness and double-cntender is 
an insult to truth. There is nothing as 
provocative to truth as the description 
of human condition in vague or 
ambiguous terms or phrases. Such 
tricks or tactics, as try to camouflage 
truth in high sounding words or 
intrierte explanations by those who 
claim to be the elite or inlcllectuaL, 
is like showing a rt-d rag to a bull. 
Nothing offends truth as much as the 
facade of vagueness. In fact, 
vagueness is the last straw on the 
camel's back that we generally 
associate with truth. Once provoked, 
truth spares no means to jolt and jerk 
the intellect to be honest enough in 
its quest and description of facts. 
Truth, like a relentless rebel, does not 
rest till the intellect becomes intense 
and incorruptible enough to have its 
say in the most concrete and 
convincing manner. Truth knows that 
much more harm is done to the 
human race by intellectual 
dishonesty or distortions than by 
those who live or thrive upon plain 
quackery or hypocrisy. 
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Quandiaiive Apdaide 


1. A contractor employs 50 men to do a job m 12 days. After 
8 days, the job is half-finished. Find the number of additional men 
that are to be employed to complete the job in time. 

(fl) 60 (b) 50 

(c) 54 (d) 48 

2. In a certain year the average monthly income of a person 
was Rs 340..The average income for the first 8 months was Rs 316 
and the last 5 months, Rs 412. What was his income in the 8fh 
month of the year? 

(a) Rs 472 (b) Rs 480 

(c) Rs 508 (d) Rs 512 

' 3. At what rate per cent per annum will the simple interest of 

4 

a certain sum of money for 20 years will be equal to -th of the 

total amoiuit at the end of the period? 

(n) 5% (b) 4"4 

(c)6% (rf)4^% 

* 4. In an examination, 80% of the boys passed in English and 
85°/(i passed in Mathematics, while 75% passed in both. If 45 boys 
failed in both, find the total number of boys. 

(a) 450 (b) 300 

(c) 330 (d) 480 

.. . . 1 .n 1^ I 


5. The simplified value of 


n n I , 
.2 37* 2” 


6. In a village Brahmin:^ constitute 0.5 of tlic population. 
1 3 

Vaidyas ” th and Kayasthas ~. The remaining 55 are Muslims. 
What part of the total population do the Muslims constitute? 


7. A, B and C start a business with a total capital of Rs 15,000. 
After one year A gets Rs 800,' B Rs 1,000 and C Rs 1,200 as profits. 
Fmd the amount invested by A. 

{fl)Rs 6,000 (b)Rs 3,500 

(c) Rs 4,000 (d) Rs 5,000 

8. The average of even numbers from 2 to 40 is: 


(a) 19 (b) 20 (c) 21 (d) 18 

9. A train passes a platform 60 metres long in 20 seconds and 
a man in 12 seconds. The speed of the train is: 

(a) 18 km/hr (b) 27 km/hf 

(c) 36 km/hr (d) 40 km/hr 

10. A boat goes from A to D in 5 hours and comes back in 7y 

hours. The ratio of the speed of the boat in still water to the speed 
of the current is: /• 

(a) 5 ; 2 (b) 5 : 1 

(c) 4 ; 1 (d) 3 • 1 

11. The simplified value of 


0.85 

1.33 

V -_ 

11.9 

0.0171 

A ■” 

0.8 

0.0072 

{a) 1 


■ iNi 

(c) 0.05 


(d) 0.9 


12. In an examination, A got 81 marks which was 10% less 
than what B got. How much did B get? 

(u) 88 (b) 91 

(c) 89 id) 90 

13. If Rs 810 is divided among A, B and C in such a way that 
B gets twice of what A gets, and C gets three times of what B gets; 
then C gets, 

(a) Rs 567.50 (b) Rs 540 

(c) Rs 560 (d) Rs 580 

14. The ratio of incomes of A and B is 5:6. If A gets Rs 11 less 
than B, their total income is 

(n^Rs99 (b)Rs121 

{(■) Rs 144 (d) Rs 100 

15. If the ratio of incomes ot A and B is 5 : 3 and that of their 
expenditures is 9 ; 5, then find the income of A if each saves 
Rs 300. 

(fl) R.S 2,000 (b) Rs 3,000 

(c) Rs 2,400 (d) Rs 2,800 

16. The least number which when divided by each of the 

, 4 3 12 

fractions 35 number as quotient in 

each case is: 

(a) 3 (b) 2|\ 

(c )23 (d)2| 

17. Between 1 O'clock and 2 O'clock, tire hands of a clock are 
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at right angle at: 

(«) J—20 m 


(6) 1-22 m 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


(c) 1—21*-in 


Wl-54-j^m 


18 A and B together can do a piece of work in 12 days; B and 
C in 15 days and C and A in 20 days. A alone can do the work in: 
(n) 22 days (b) 25 days 

(c) 28 days (d) 30 days 

19. 20‘X. of 30% of 40% of Rs 1,000 is: 

(fl) Rs 30 (b) Rs 24 

(c) Rs 48 . ((/) Rs 100 

20. If 8 ’ 564 be divisible bv 9, the missing digit will be: 

(rt)l (b)2 '(c) 3 (d)4, 

21. In an examination, A gets 25% more than B. How much 
less in terms of percentage does B get than A? 


(c) 22y 


(d) 17- 


22. If the sides of a square ate increased three-fold, then the 
percentage increase in the area of the square will be: 

(a) 300 (h) 600 

(c) 900 (d) 800 

23. A woman bought eggs at Rs 2.50 per dozen. The selling 
price per hundred so as to gain 12% will be: 

(fl) Rs 16.50 (/>) Rs 16.60 

(c) Rs 16.67 (if) Rs 23.33 

24. The least integer which divides 2592 to make the result a 
perfect square is: 

(<0 2 (/.)3 (c)6 (if) 4 

25. A man rides at tlie rate ol 20 km/hr and stops 12 minutes 
at the end of every 25 km. The time he takes to cover a distance 
of 145 km is. 

(n) 8 hrs 15 min (l>) 8 hrs 27 min 

(c) 8 hrs 30 min (if) None of these 

26. A train leaves Calcutta at 3-10 P.M. and reaches Hooghly 
at5-00 PM. Another train leaves Hooghly at 3-30P.M. and reaches 
Calcutta at 5-42 PM. At what time do they meet? 


(II) 4-20 PM. 


(b) 4-19— PM. 


(c) 4-19 PM. (if) 4-18 PM. 

27. In a certain town, (>0'!!> ot the inhabitants take rice, SCIo 
take wheat and 20% take both. I he percentage of inhabitants who 
take neitlier wheat nor rice is: 

(fl)14 (f>)10 (c)12 (if) 8 

1 

28. A man can row 4— kmph in still water, but ta' es twice as 

long to row up a stream as down it. What is the rate of the stream 
in lOTph? 

’ (rt)15 (/>)2.25 (c)3 (if) 3.75 

29. In a library, 40"/.< of tlie books arc in English, 80% of the 
rest are in Hmdi, and the balance .3(X) books are in other lan¬ 
guages. What is the total number of books? 

(fl) 2,000 (b) 1,500 

(c) 2,500 (if) 3,500 


1. {fc) V^ork Days Men 

2 8 50 

1 

— 4 X 

2 

Remaining days = 12 - 8 = 4 
Inverse variation = 8 : 4 = x : 50 
.■. 4x = 50 X 8 
x = 100 

No. of additional men = 100 - 50 = 50 

2. (c) Income in 8th naonth 

= (8 X 316 + 412 x 5) - 340 X 12 = Rs 508 

3. (6) Let A = Rs X 


• S.I, = -X 

.. Wf.l. g 

T = 20 yrs 


-xxKX) 

„ S.l.xl(X) 9__ 

R --= - -1 /o 

■’X'' ^xx20 

9 

4. (fl) Let the total ria. of students be x 

No. of students passed in one or both subjects 

= n (AvjB) = n (A) -I- n (B) - n (A nB) 

= 80% of X + 857o of X - 757i of x 

90 9 

= WS,o(,.— 

9 X 

.-.Failed in both ~ ~ ~ [q 


A TS. — = 45 => X = 450 


1 f 3-2 
5. W j of (— 


-l = lofl+l~J. x--i 
2 2 *^ ” 12 ^ 1 .~6 


, , , X 3x 11 11 , 

6. (fl) X -0.5x - — X = - of population 

7. (c) Ratio of investments = Ratio of profits 

.- Ratio of investments of A, B, C = 800 ; 1000 :1200 

= 4 : 5:6 

4 

Amount invested by A = t—=—- x 15000 = Rs 4000 
4-65 + 6 

8. (c) No. of even nos. from 2 to 40 = 20 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Between ! 0'rlcM:k and 2 O'clock, the hands of a clock 


are at right angles at 1 - 21- m 

1 

18. (d) (A & ID’S one day's work = ■ — 

I ^ 

1 

fB + C)'s one day's work 


(C + A)'s one day's work = 


20 


2(A * B , Q’s on, d.y', ^ f 

(AtBtC)'soMdsy’swork=^xi = .|j = .l 

A's one day's work = (A + B + C)'s one day's work 

- (B + C)'s one day's work 

J_l_^ J_ 

10 15 ~ 30 

A alone will do the job in 30 days 

19. (b) 20% of 30%^ of 407„ of Rs 1000 

= -i2.x^x-^xl000=Rs24 
100 100 100 

20. (d) 8 -f X + 5 + 6 + 4 = 23 + X is divisible by 9 if x = 4 

(the no. is divisible by 9 if the sum of 
digits is divisible by 9j 

21. (b) Let B gets 100 marks 

A gels 125 marks 

If A gets 125 marks, B gets 25 marks less 

25 

If A gets 100 marks, B gets — x 100 - 20 marks less 
13x1” — x‘‘ 

22. {d) Percentage increase = - t -x 1(K) - 8(M) 

x" 

23. (d) CP of 1 dozen eggs = Rs 2.50, gain = 127. 

250 112 

• S.P. ol 1 dozen eccs =-x™ 

_ 250 112 100 70 

• S.P. of 100 eggs --X-X-■= — = 23.33 

UK) 100 12 3 

24. (a) 2592 = 2 x 1296 = 2 y 36 x 36 

Reqd least integer = 2 
5 

25. (a) 25| 145 Time taken in 5 stoppages = 5 x 12 = >.0 minutes 

i25 = 1 hr 

20 

Time taken in covering 145 km at the rate of 20 km/hr 
D 145 29 


Total time taken = 7 hrs 15 min + 1 hr = 8 hrs 15 min. 

26. (b) Let the distance between Calcutta and Hooghly be x km 
and trains meeting y hrs after 3.30 p.m. 

1st train covers x km in I hr 50 min = hrs 

6 

X 6x 

Speed of 1st train ~ 


Speed of Ilnd train = -^ = .52L km/hr 
11 11 


Distance covered by 1st train in (y hrs 20 min) i c. 

(y+~) hrs + Distance covered by Ilnd train m y hrs=x 

6x, 1 5x 

or — (y + -) +—.y -- X 
11 3 11 ^ 


or y = 


— hr = — X 60 
11 11 


y = 49-- 


Reqd. time = 3 - 30 + 49 ““nTin 

:=4 - iQ—r.M. 

11 

27. (b) % of people who take at least one of two 

= (60 + 50 - 20)% = 907. 
.-.Who take neither of two = (100-90)7o = 10"i. 

28. (fl) Let the rate of stream be x km/hr 

Speed downstream = 2 ^ j 


Speed upstream = I — - x km/hr 


A.f.S. 


D 




= 2 

+ x 

X 


Or X = 1.5 km/hr 

29. (c) Let total no. of books be = 100 
Books in English = 40 
Rest books = 60 
Hiitdi books = 807o of 60 = 48 
Balance books = 60 - 48 = 12 
If balance books are 12, then total = 100 

If balance books are 300 then total x 300 = 2500 

12 


SS2 JUNE '98 COMRETITION MASTER 



J 

! 


j 


Make ii Racy 


I 

The art of prose-writing can be Iwked 
upon from two points of view The first is ! 
concerned with the objective use ol 1 
language, ami may be called coiiipwiluni ; 

The second or subjective use of . 
language is persuasive in intention and is 
. called rhetoric. 

Both are required in competitive | 

. examinations. The candidates, often, are ^ 
either 'innocent', or ignorant of the fact. ' 

By the art ot composition a certain 
' negative style may be attained which ' 
avoids common errors. But for a positive ! 
and assertive style, it is necessary to infuse ; 
the compositi(>n with elements belonging | 
to the art ot rhetoric. ! 

The choice ol and command ol i 
language is in the use of practice. 

Style consists in the order and the 
movniwnl we introduce into our ■ 

Theretore, it is important that you bi- 
coiwinced ol the need for using the words 
as they should be. The novice in writing is i 
virtually diunk with words. A good writer ■ 
IS sofici in words. 

b IS important to pri'vent a novice i 
from going into an important examination ^ 
w ith his style n*cking of adjectives, and : 
his brain swelling with inflated sentences. 

If you are a good reader, you have , 
noticed that polished writers often t,'eate 
a character in a sentence, or build ^ 
atmosphere with a lew well-chosen | 
plirascs. 

I'or them, it is unnecessary to take hall ; 
a page to describe the sunsi I They do it in ; 
a few strokes and leave it there, and even ' 
then convey the mivsa;^c eltectively. ■ 

Study the following examples: "This . 
; is God's country. Don't drive like hell." j 
i "As nervous as a flickering candle-flame." j 
! "Too much Vitamin "1" in his system." : 
i "The wind whispered a secret." > 

j Read these beautiful .sentences strveral ! 


limes. You will notice that, apart from the 
skilful const’iiction and occasional play ; 
on words, much thought has been given 
to finding just the right word. Ihis is one j 
ot the biggest secrets of goi'd writing. 

There is only one right word and ii is 
often elusive. It is not unusual lor a gcxid , 
writer to take half an hour over one ' 
sentence. A great deal of patience is 
reejuired because the right word simply 
does not come when you want it. 

t^n the other hand, there are wonts 
and phrases which come to you 
automatically, even when you make no 
mental effort. They arc- trespassers. Be 
watchful against th-'m They are cliche's; 
they are like base coins 

Some ol them are so universal that it ■ 
IS dilficult to deti'Ct them "Tiki funny foi 
words", "To stem the riot", "It cornc's back . 
with vengeance ", "Intriguing pos- ■ 
sibilities", "Sea-change has come in her", ■ 
"SiH' the writing on the wall", "A virtue . 
of necessity", " lo burn the midnight oil"', 
are some commonplace examples {'Ibis 
subject will be dealt with sepaiatelv in .1 
forthcoming issue). 

Many readers pnk up words and 
phrases from newspapers. "Sciuilv is , 
beefed up", "The injured has siPi\ueibed 
to his iii|uries." "I’eoph' hav c been slutted 
to "sater" areas, (meaninj; thereby that 
the\ were already living m"s<ile"pl<ues)" ' 
bxnmine the wools earelulb, It will 
imjirove your style 

lo avoid these laltemd phrases yo'.i 
must be critieal ol your writing Don't 
write the fiisl thing that comes into your 
head, because the cliauces are ten to one , 
that it will be a word or phrase smelling ' 
of old age. i 

If the first words that rush out fmm 
your mind lo the paper am the bi'st, there I 
would be rw necessity to revise your wi iting. r 


Ikil/ac, the famous I'rench writer, left 
luige spaces in between his sentences 
because, iiicording to him, he was never 
sure of first-come expressions He filled 
the spaces w'rth later thoughts which 
imjiroved his writing to an astonishing 
extent. 

Huxley declined writing for 
newspapers and maga/ine,-., despite offers 
ol handsome monetary rewards, because 
lie lluniglu he would rush his first drafts 
to the Press Ihe implication being that he 
knew the diflerence betwi'en journalism 
and Iherature! 

Ihis does not mean that everything 
you write must he strikingly original. It 
means that you must say what you have 
to say in a direct and straight style 

Avoid exhibition ot words and 
phrases. Clioose words winch with 
meaning .Always look lor words lliat are 
racy and give rnoveinenl to what you 
write Remember thal language has 
quality, lapacity, toiu' and eharaeler. It 
depends on you how nuieh you make use 
ol It Yon can make the language look poor, 
or rith. It is up to you. j 

_ I 

TOPICAL ESSAYS I i 

i 

(For candidates appearing in I.A.S., ; 

I’.C.S. & other higher grade F.xams.) { 

! 

by j 

A Panel of Experts 

! 

KHANNA BROTHERS i 

(Publishers) 

(Publishing Division of Chandika Pres;. Limited) j 

126, Industrial Area, CHANDIGARH < 
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I dm a student of class 12 and want 
to study abroad. I have collected many 
brochures but I do not 
know what to do with Ji, 
them. Which tests do I . 4 ^ x ''i 
have to clear? 

—Siiklicia Siiij^h, lio/ilnk (linryuna) 


(joing abroad consists of two steps' 
selecting a proper university and tultilling 
the requirements for admission. Once you 
know w'hat you have to do, look in the 
brochures which score's are accepted by 
the university Some of these tests are (iRA, 
SAT and TOid’lYou can take these tests 
in India. For a discussion on the tests you 
must take and minimum scores, please 
see oui feature "Studying Abroad" 
published in our Nrwember IW issue. 
It also gives addresses of testing agencies 
and describes how best to make 
applications abroad. 

I am doing B.Com. and preparing for 
MBA entrance. Which computer course 
will be beneficial to me? 

■ Riijii' Vci-mii. New IMIii 

None. Computer training is not a 
pri'-requisite for doing MICA. There is 
usiiallv an IT paper in MICA, which will 
leach you compiit>>r applications m 
business. However, it you are interested 
in the held, vou can join a computer 
course to gain knowleilge and satisfy 
your curMisity 

Why does the moon's surface net 
appear plain white? Why is there some 
shaded area on it? 

■i; Miilirniliir Reddy, Sennideriihid lA.I'.) 

The moon dr'es not have a plain 
surface. It is pock marked by craters, big 
and small, a result of having been hit by 
objects trom space. That is 'he reason 
that the surface *>1 the earth does not 
look plain white but has areas of shade 
on it. 
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,iti/ We are surprised that any MBA 

entrance tost can ask such questions. 

CK section usually 

/I )i^V- I -I t T f*'*®*^ 

I. 1-^4 i « a person is well 


I am a post-graduate in Economics 
with a flair of creative writing. Can I 
make a career in advertising? 

—Niladri Majurnder. Calcutta 
Not all creative writers can make 
good advertising people. What you have 
to see is whether you have a flair of copy 
writing. Try to get attached to an 
advertising agency; if they like your work 
you can pnibably make it big. Ideally, you 
should do a course as well because the 


, 1-^4 i ^ » a person is well 
aware of the socio¬ 
economic environment or not. We agree 
that these are esoteric topics and there 
appears to be no justification for such 
questions. Probably the university paper 
setter picked up these terms from' an 
outdated reference book. However, since 
nobody would be knowing these answ'crs, 
we can assume that everybody was at the 
same level so you do not really have to 
worry. Better institutes ask questions on 
business and economics to find out 


field is highly competitive. You can | whether a student is suited for an MBA 


certainly make a name for yourself in the 
advertising field, provided you have the 
flair for it. For a good copy writer, the sky 
is the limit. 


course or not. For these institutes, study 
the Business tiK regularly published in 
CoMri.'rmi)N Masti k. 


! 1 am a first year commerce student. 

I would like to do a two-month i Last year I qualified in State-level 


course in effective selling. Is it useful? 

—Nam'n Kumar, Ludhiana (Pun/ah) 

It is doubtful that a particular 
course is completely useless. You are 
sure to g.iin something out of it. On the 
other hand, if you want to become a 
good salesman, you would be much 
better otf doing a longer course 
conducted by a profr'ssinnally qualified 
person. A number of institutes offer 
good training in selling and you should 
find out about them. 

In the Panjab University MBA exam 
this year, some strange questions in 
general knowledge were asked this year, 
such as difference between Fiat Money, 
Sunk Money and Sinking Money. Also, 
the Saka calendar and other such esoteric 
topics. What is the logic of asking such 
questions, when an undergraduate 
cannot possibly know such things? 

—Hrikesa Pankaj, Jammu (J & K) 


engineering exams but left to study 
commerce. Have 1 made a blunder? 

— Sui-yasnata Saliuo, Behrampur (Orhsa) 

You apparently left engineering 
because you were not interestr'd in it. It 
so, why do you think of it as a blunder? 
On the other hand, you may be much 
better off doing commerce because 
State-level engineering degrees are not 
as prestigious as the HTs. With 
commerce, you have more options open 
in front of you and a wider horizon. 
Many careers are available to you which 
are not available to an engineer. We 
suggest that you put all the negative 
thoughts behind you and make the most 
of your choice! 

What are Supernova? 

— P.S. Mahapatra, Burdwan (W.B.) 

The Nova is a star which, over a short 
period, increases in brightness by 100 to 
1,000,000 times. A supernova is a nova 



j which, after a tew days of nnaximum brightness, increases to a 
' far higlicr level of iiuninosity. It is thought that supernovac may 
I be caused by the gravitational collapse of a star, or a cloud of gas 
I and dust, into a neutron star. 

I 

I want to be a tax consultant. What should I do to achieve 
: this? Can I do it in a village in Purulia? 

I —Shyamal Paul, Ranagidli (W.B.) 

To become a tax consultant, you have to know all about tax 
laws. You can know this cither by doing a course in law or 
Company Secretary. These courses can be done by 
correspondence, so you can do it in Purulia also. For practising 
lax, however, you may have to shift to a bigger place where you 
have a large number of people who need your advice. This may 
' not be possible in a small village. 

I am quite confused about a common question—should 
. agriculture be taxed in India? Can you help? 

—jaideb Rakshit, Calcutta 

This question cannot be simply answered, because 
while big landlords generate very large incomes and do 
not pay any tax, smaller farmers have been known to 
commit suicide because of poverty. At the same lime, if we 
want to encourage investment in agriculture, it is better if 
it is not taxed. Perhaps the answer lies in imposing a lax 
on big landlords so that imbalances are avoided. Some 
people use agriculture as a shield to hide income earned 
from other sources. By imposing a tax on higher levels, 
this can be avoided. A fund can be set aside from this money 
to help small and marginal farmers and to create some 
security for agricultural labour. 

I want to appear in the entrance test of MA in Personnel 
Management of Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Could you 
tell me about the pattern of the test? 

—S. Chosal, Allahabad 

Most entrance test to management programmes are similar, 
except for minor differences. If you have prepared for other MBA 
programmes and scored well in the tests, you should have no 
difficulty in this one. Generally speaking, the test will have 180- 
200 questions. These will be objective type and the sections will 
be of maths, reasorung, English and Comprehension. There may 
be a section on GK too. Do all the tests published in CciMftimoN 
; Master and take several tests of MBA entrance tests. If you are 
consistently scoring high, there is no reason why you will not get 
into.nSS. 

Which books or magazines should I follow for Bank PO 
exams? Which course is recommended? 

—Rakesh Kumar Dash, Bhubancshuiar (Orissa) 

The CoMeETiTKW Master has frequently published solved 
Bank PO papers in the past. We hope you have done them. They 
would also give you a good idea about the paper. If you wish to 
join a course, you can contact the National ^ool of Bankmg, 
i Mumbai. 
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Devekwment 

Course 


• In 3 months... • By POST..y 


Are you aiming for a positioa.. 
of aiManrw lafluaiee...? 


Are you a person who won't be 
salislied with the background 
jobs of life'^ And do you want to 
be in a position of aulhonty or 
mfiuencet 

Then... you need the most 
important situetion manage¬ 
ment skill there is: The skill pi 
speaking English fluently... 

Yes... Smoothly and continu¬ 
ously... Without hesitation... 

A werld‘da$» course 

Here's a world-class course — 
the one and only. It helps you get 
the fluency power... So you 
can stop spoaking English with 
difficulty... And atait speaking it 
easily... With your words flowing 
out... Freely. . Spontaneously... 

Hot an onllmnf course 

Nolo this: This is noi an elemen¬ 
tary or intermediate spoken 
English course... No ..This is an 
advanced fluency course. It 
concentrates on fluency 
techniques... 

Fluency techniques... 

These Ouency techniques help 
you put spoken English to real 
use: • Th^ help you lell 
stories .. Narrate events... 
Describe things... Taks a stand 
and defend it. And do a lot of 
things... With a fine flow of 


English. * They help you project 
yourself well.. In career and 
media interviews... Meetings... 
Negotiations.. Discussions... 

ffjPioneers & leaders... 

We were the ffrsf to start a cor¬ 
respondence course in spoken j 
English in India... And the finl 
to design a course in fluency 
development... And the first to 
Study the role of fluency as a 
situation management tool.. 

Yes. We're India's fluency 
apeciaUata... 

Our learners... | 

We're a national-level institute. ' 
We have learners from all parts i 
of India .. And from abroad... \ 

Our past learners include CnrII 
Service officers. Judicial 
officers. Commissioned officers, 
Advocales, Doctors, Journalists, 
Executives. Businessmen and 
candidates (or auperior jobs 

Act floir... 

Don't forget this Peupto |udge 
your quality and worth... from 
how fluently you speak English. 
So don't just speak English 
— speak it fluently... 

J^Pot Booklet & Application 
Form, send us Rs. 1b/-... by MO 
or PO —TODAY... HURHY.. 


I ADULT 
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Elamakkara PO, KOCHI - 682 026. 
S 0484 - 345449, 0484 - 331161. Fax. 0484 - 331161. 
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1. acquiesce; (a) distribute 
(b) agree (c) disturb (d) polish. 

2. bathos: (a) evolution 
(b) revolution (c) anti-climax 
(d) anti-national. 

3. charisma; (a) charm 
(6) confusion (r) chance 
(d) resolution. 

4. d'eja'-vu: (a) already 
late (ft) already seen (c) ever 
smiling (d) dummy character. 

5. esoteric; (a) difficult 
(b) attentive tc) positive 
(d) mysterious. 

6. fait accompli: (a) accom¬ 
plished fact ((') incomplete 
answer (c) balanced judgement 
Id) misplaced confidence. 

7. gamut; (n) inten.sive 
search (b) extensive coverage (c) 
complete range (d) emergency 
operation 

I 8. hauteur: (n) simplicity 
(b) humility (r) haughtiness 
(d) generosity. 

impasse; (a) injury (b) 
! deadlock (c) injustice Id) expla- 
I nation. 


i ANSWERS 

j 1. acouiesce: (/>) agree, 

' accede, accept, 
j —The defeated nrmt had to 

! acquiffir in such conditions of 
: surrender as were highly 
i humiliating 

I 2. bathos; (i) .anti-climax, 

sudden change. 

—A journalist has righth’ 
' described the revent happening,. 

in an Indian State as a drama of 
! pathos—and of ballw'- 
i .t, charisma: (») chaim. 


10. kosher; (») legitimate 
(h) royal (c) popular (d) sensible 

11. leverage: (a) poverty 
{b) guilt (r) trial (d) advantage. 

12. moribund: (a) flourishing 
lb) struggling (c) resting (d) dying. 

13. nefarious: (a) fashionable 
(h) evil (c) informative [dj helpful. 

14. prescience; (a) fore¬ 
thought (h) fore-word (c) fore¬ 
knowledge (d) fore-lock. 

15. replicate; (a) reproduce 
(b) return (c) reward (d) regret. 

16. straitjackel: (a) restrict 
{giuwth) (b) compel (compliance) 
(f) deny (rights) (d) refuse 
(permission). 

17 tentative;(a) permanent 
(b) narrow (c) provisional 
(d) fruitful. 

18. unwary: (a) unwise 
(b) unwilling (c) unwieMy 
(d) unworthy. 

I't verve: (a) over-sight 
(b) confession (r) depression 
(d) enthusiasm. 

20. zealot: (a) reformer (b) 
fanatic (r) scholar (d) atheist. 


aura, power, mystique. 

--Beside pupuli.st policies 
and pmgramme, political parlies 
net'd a leader with ilmrMtia who 
can carry the masses with him 
or her. 

4 d'eja'-vu; (0) already 
seen, already experienced 

- There was an awful 
feeling of d'e/a" aw at the annual 
office party. 

5. esoteric: (d) mysterious, 
confidenli.il. 

—Most politir.il parties m 
India tend to treat foreign aftairs 


as little more than an aohrir 
matter. 

6. fait accompli; fa) accom¬ 
plished fact. 

—The imposition of 
Emergency in 1175 wa.s a fait 
accompli even before the cabinet 
discussed and appnwed it. 

7. gamut: (c) complete range. 

—^The messages sent on the 

martyrdom day of St Valentina 
covered the whole gamut of 
desperate proposals joyfully. 

8. h.auteur: (i) haughtiness, 
arrogance 

—The element of hauteur in 
one's personality signifies some 
seriou.s disturbance in one's 
mental make-up. 

9. impasse; (b) deadlock, 
dead end. 

"Negotiations between 
the management and union 
leaders have reached an impasbc 
and there .seems no agreement 
in sight at present. 

10. kosher: (a) genuine, 
legitimate 

—The intelligentsia still 
believes that it is kosher to be 
pri.gressive instead of being 
pragmatic. 

II leverage: (d) advantage 

—Her wealth gives her 
enormous leverage in social 
circles. 

12. moribund: (d) dying. 

—Tradition that fails to 

absorb conflicts and get itself 
transformed through facing 
successive challenges, will soon 
become imiributid and ob.solete. 

13. nefarious: (b) evil, 
wicked, unlawful 

—The nefarious activities of 


insurgents and anti-national 
elements desi-rvc to be crushed 
with an iron hand. 

14. prescience; (c) fore¬ 
knowledge, fore-sight. 

—Gandhiji with his unique 
pct'sc/i’MCC could foresee the 
miserable end of the 'umbrella 
paity' after indepeiutenre 

15. replicate: (a) reprovtiice. 

— The ch.\nieleon's skin 

replicates the patterns I’f its 
surroiinding.s. 

lf> straitjackel; (n) restrict 
(growth or development) 

■ -!5v reviving the .Atomic 
Power St.ilKni with indigenous 
technology, Indian scienlisls 
h.ive silenced those who have 
been trying to siraitjaikel her 
niicle.ir power programme 

17. tentative; (c) privi- 
.sional, temporarv 

--Cultui.il relations 
between the two neighhourinj’ 
couiilries remain leiilaln’e and 
tenuous in an alinosphen- of 
distrust and disilain of each 
other's bonalides. 

18 unwary: o’) unwise, 
rash, unguarded. 

—Small print in documents 
c-m contain traps for the uinmiy 

19 verve: (d) enthusiasm, 
vigour. 

—The book written with 
Pcnr ,ind vision of rare kind, 
deals with the current socio¬ 
economic problems of the 
country 

20. zealot; (b) fanatic, 
enthusiast. 

—Religious zealots have 
done more harm u> mankind 
than armed invaders. 
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F cisliion ha.s existed m each dav and age: people have 
always copied the clothes and hair styles worn by 
lilm -stars loday this has become an epidemic. 
r:\erybody wants to look good and people are 
spending fortunes to look smart, relying on designer 
l.ibels- The wardrobe* of any person mu-st include 
several pairs of sun glasses and shoes, make-up, 
jewellery cuid gadgets like pagers and cell-phones. 
If earlier fashion was the domain of females, these 
days it has conquered males and cuts across clas.s boundaries. 

There are critics who want to attack windmills like IDon 
Quixote and they trequently complain about 'cultural pollution' 
but the way people dress and carry themselves can hardly be 
controlled by the government or be labelled as pollution. Like it 
or hate it, the trend cannot be stopped. Entrepreneurs have 
realised the importance of fa.shion and today offer just what is in 
demand—at exorbitant prices. If the fashion bug has bit you, 
nothing Ls too expeasive, especially if you want to look different, 


to 'make a statement' or acquire 'an attitude', whatever that 
means, 

The new fashion is all about looks. Achieving something, 
like passing the civil services exam or making a name in sports, 
is about hard work and sweat. In contrast, it is so much easier to [ 
buy clothes and flaunt one's wealth. Aiding this mindset are a i 
number of dc'signers and multinational companies, selling their : 
'original' tags at prices which would have been obscene earlier, 
but today are acceptable. Increased incomes, of at least a part of 
the society, is fuelling the trend. The middle class, as usual, will ■ 
find solace in buying duplicates at a fraction of the price and cait ' 
thus try to catch up on trends. 



When the average Indian shifted from lUtolis to pleated pants 
way back in the fifties, it must have been with a sense of achieve¬ 
ment because it meant breaking traditions. Thai could be termed 
as the first fashion revolution. Trends came and went as 
people experimented with clothes made popular in the 
West. They supported bell-bottoms and stretch pants at 
different times. The second major revolution can be said 
to have occurred in the nineties, when there is a major 
shift in clothing preferences in the country and people 
are breaking traditions once again. 

The difference between trying to look good in the 
past and today is that it is not just the young who are on 
a fashion trip. If earlier, films were the only source of 
spreading fashion, today it is television and ctdour 
supplements in newspapers that encourage Indians to 
be bold and different. The young are obviously the first 
to get influenced; girls barely in their teens support nail 
polishes and lipsticks, besides getting the latest hairstyles 
and wearing bold clothes. With so many Indian girls 
making it big on the international fashion scene, even 
conservative families today nurture hopes for their 
daughters. Boys catch up a little later and begin frequent¬ 
ing .saloons and gy'ms. 

But that is not all. Even older people and 
grandmothers are today on a fashion trip. Earlier, the 
older people preferred to keep a stiff upper Up and present 
an image of being prim and proper; today everybody 
wants to be casual, simply because it is more comfortable. 
T-shirts are in, as they are ideal for the tropical climate : 
that India has. So are jeans. The added advantage is that * 
they look smart as well. For formal wear, suits are worn j 
but casual wear is beginning to be accepted in some 
offices. The idea is that one should look presentable with i 
the minimum of fuss and todays fashion ensures that. 
Those who raUy about cultural pollution miss this I 
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point entirely. Should one stick to one's cultural 
dress when the pace of life has increased? For 
example, wearing a dhoti and trying to catch a 
bus in a city would lead to disastrous results 
The practical dress should consist of rugged 
trousers and that is why jeans are preferred. &lf- 
appointed cultural policemen who are against 
such things are totally off-track. It is no wonder 
that they are treated as aberrations today. 

The fashion revolution is aided by beauty 
shows: every town in the country has fashion 
shows. In larger cities such shows display 
designer clothes which leave you wondering who 
would be crazy enough to wear them. The shows 
are, however, only to create an image. The real 
market is in making dresses for special occasions, 
like birthdays and marriages. Designers have 
made strides in various fields and helped in 
making uniforms and other dresses. 

The Fashion Industry In India 

The fashion industry in India could well be 
divided into two distinct branches. One, the 
highly visible world of fashion shows and 
glamorous models, gets written about the most. 
The clothes exhibited are impractical and copied 
from foreign designers. About 20 famous 
designers dominate thts market, who charge very 
liigh prices for their dresses, laden with embroi¬ 
dery and ornate work. One cannot help tliinking 
that tiiese designers are actually elevated ladies' 
tailors, catering to rich socialites. The total 
turnover of these designers is estimated to be 
about Rs 40 aorc. 

The less visible side of the industry is the 
garment industry and export houses. This 
consists of Indian business houses and some well- 
known brands. The turnover of this side of the 
industry is over Rs 30,000 crore. It is easy to see 
which part of the busin&ss offers more oppirtu- 
nities, even though it is the glamour that 
dominates the minds of the people. 

The reason for this lopsided media attention 
is that there are few journalists who have taken 
the pains to study the industry. Newspapers 
frequently publish pictuns of fashion shows and 
dresses made by well-known designers as it is a 
legitimate way of printing bold pictures without 
offending anybody. Fashion shows are popular 
because that is where we can respectably see half- 


naked girls. Those shows are also wK'ial events, 
something like playing golf, where the rich can 
meet each other. They are hardly about clothes, 
since the impractical dresses exhibited at such 
shows cannot be worn by any normal person. It 
is doubtful that these things have earned 
credibility for the fashion industry, frequentlv de- 
sCTibed a.*- a 'hoax' by those in it. 

Yet, it is the fashion shows that influence 
youngsters. Without realising that it is a con- 
game, they blindly follow the trends and start 
imitating them Ihe tact, however, is that there 
are few careers that can be made here. To join the 
profession, one would have to join a garment 
manufacturer or an export house. Here, one 
would make practical clotlies that arc worn by 
large parts of the population. Export houses make 
clothes to foreign designs. 




Pre-Independence: The educated and well-to-do class wore imported 
clothes inspired by the British. It took Mahatma Gandhi to make them realise 
the inherent exploitation in it. After he made an example of himself. Khadicam 
into vogue. It would be wrong to term it as a fashion since it was more a cause 
that people wanted to be associated with. The rich, of course, never gave up 
their craze for imported goods. 

'The Fifties; The nation was building itself. Pleated trousers and cotton 
shirts were in. as they were functional. Fashion as we know it, was dormant. The 
role models were civil servants in Oxford suits with lesser mortals dressed in 
kurtas. The more adventurous got themselves sun glasses with plastic frames. 
The Nehru jacket, with a rounded collar, was the fashion statement. 

The Sixties: Movies pick up; Dilip Kumars and Meena Kumaris help define 
fashion statements of the day. Cosmetics start becoming popular, while men 
and women take pains to copy hair styles ot popular actors 

The Seventies; After a brief brush with hippy culture and clothing (Zeenat 
Aman being the most temous figure of the time), the Rajesh Khanna-look takes 
over. Fads come and go, but the enduring image is of an oiled young man 
posing beside a sarr-clad bride, looking ahead with a grim expression. 

The Eighties; Jeans catch up as the casual look is in. Fashion starts 
emerging as a field in its own right The National Institute of Fashion Technology 
is established in 1986. Fashion shows start becoming popular. More and more 
girls enter the national mainstream as they acquire better education and status. 
Readymades become popular Men start wearing safari suits while girls 
experiment with the 'ethnic look’. 

The Nineties; The decade of designer labels and multinationals. Beauty 
queens become role models of a generation as they lay claim to international 
titles. Movies become bolder and television ushers in the smart and bold looks 
from abroad. Everybody and his grandmother latch on to the fashion bandwagon. 
Many rules of dress are broken. The look is casual, while girls become teas- 
ingly alluring with bold colours and short hemlines. People become aware 
of their bodies. 
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Being fashionable is an 
expensive proposilion. If you 
want to show off your wealth, 
here is how to spend your 
money and feel none the 
wiser lor it; 

Clothes: A branded 
cotton T-shirt with a famous 
label comes for over Rs 
2,000. while a pair of jeans 
may be about Rs 3,000. A 
dress or suit for formal wear 
may cost Rs 20,000 and 
above. For special occasions 
like a wedding, you can wear 
a replica of the dress wore 
by Kajol in a famous film 
Cost: Rs 60,000 to well over 
a lakh of rupees. 

Sun glasses: A must 
for every smart person, ac¬ 
cording to the media. A mul¬ 
tinational brand of sun¬ 
glasses or imported ones 
cost between Rs 1,000 to Rs 
10,000. Imitations may be 
had for as little as Rs 250. 

Pena and watches: No 
plastic pens If you want to 
show off. Get the best 
brands, gold plated and 
crafted by hand at over Rs 
2,000. Watches made in 
Switzerland, for upwards of 
Rs 5,000 are worn lor effect 

Cell phones and pag¬ 
ers; The latest in the array to 
make a fashion statement. 
For a good show off, start 
speaking in your ceil-phone 
in crowded places Many 
people risk their lives by 
making calls liom moving 
cars but that is little price to 
pay to appear fashionable 
Cell phones cost upwards of 
Rs 10,000 

Shoes: Buy the latest 
multinational shoes for above 
Rs 2,500. You imisf have sev¬ 
eral pairs, to go with each 
dress you own. 

Cosmetics and make¬ 
up: Today you need different 
shades and each will cost 
over Rs 250. Eye shadows 
and liners are in It earlier this 
was the domain of girls only, 
today, men too must carry 
their cosmetics and per¬ 
fumes. 


Ibo Much Hype 

There is, indeed, a great hype about fashion 
events in our country This has helped create a 
demand for the expensive clothes sold by design¬ 
ers. The heavy embroidery and gaudy clothes tiiat 
pass off with designer labels in India, are not able 
to sell abroad, making it a purely domestic 
industry catering to the super-rich. 

As there are fev/ fashion professionals in jour¬ 
nalism, newspapers have printed whatever came 
their way, describing people as fashion designers 
even though they had neither the qualificatioas 
nor the talent. Many are known to have just cop¬ 
ied designs from foreign magazines or lifted de¬ 
signs from fellow designer. 

It is no surprise that the most celebrated of 
our designers are unable to make a mark in the 
international arena. Even our models are unable 
to make a mark abroad. Except for a lone role in 
a movie or participation in a fashion show, our 
girls return to act in Hindi movies and model in 
shampoo advertisements. One cannot help but 
think that the fashion industry is over-hyped. 

The media has not realised the harm that 
has resulted from the hype. School girls have 
develojped anorexia trying to follow the beauty 
queens. Young boys spend a fortune trying to 
look good. All over the country, people are 
following an unachievable dream. The role 
models that nwny youngsters have arc not those 
who have achieved something but those who 
have the ability to spend. At the CoMPErmoN 
Master, we receive a number of letters every 
month from people who want to become top 
designers or models and earn lakhs of rupees. 
Perhaps, the media needs to be a little respon¬ 
sible and not create unnenressary hype which mis¬ 
guides young people across the country. There is 
a need to highlight real achievers rather than the 
bubble of the fashion industry. 

Dressing Up for style 

If we leave out the hype, we di.scover that 
the fashion industry thrives on our desire to look 
good and presentable. This gives us confidence. 
However, what we wear and how we present 
ourselves remains an individual decision. In 
India, the sari is perhaps the most popular dress, 
graceful and beauty-enhancing. It is the best dress 
for formal occasions. It is typically Indian and is 
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accepted in ail regions of the country. The other 
dresses that are popular are salwar-kameez and 
suit^ Skirts and frocks are also worn. 

There have been many changes in these dress 
codes. As girls have become more independent, 
they have expcrimenttxl with other dresses. They 
could be said to have been influenced by the 
media, but the fact is that economic independence 
has given a liberty to girls to experiment with 
their clothes. Often, a pleasing effect is obtained 
by mixing and matching. The idea of following 
norms laid down by society does not appeal to 
the modern woman simply because modem 
dresses are comfortable and functional. One does 
not want to be in an office and spending time 
minding one's clothes. 

It can be said that there is a new spirit in the 
air: a celebration of femininity. The dress and the 
appearance of modem girls point to the fact that 
girls are enjoying being girls. At least tliat is what 
the advertisements seem to say. The Cadburys 
girl does a spontaneous jig at a cricket field; 
another takes off on a two-wheeler; and a third 
wipes off her pimples and declares, 'I don't care'. 
These ads are seen all over the country and seem 
to define the new attitude. It would 1% wrong to 
dub this as cultural pollution. If girls are brea^g 
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from conventional stereotypes, it is because they 
work hard as men and deserve their break too. 

Men too fuss about their appearance like 
women. They are feeding their vanity too and 
are visiting beauty parlours and gyms, at least in 
the big cities. Their clothes too cost a fortune and 
designers chum out designs for the men as well. 
Earlier, an interest in appearance was coasidcred 
a feminine occupation, because of cultural 
definitions. Not any longer. Today, both men and 
women are equally roncerned about the way they 
look. Nobody wants to appear clumsy or 
unsmart. 

As incomes have increased, so has the need 
for exclusive clothes. High socialites want to 
wear a dress or a sart which is one of a kind. 
The demand for exclusive dresses also comes 
from actors and actresses. For once in a lifetime 
function such as a marriage, one wants to wear 
an exclusive dress. That is how designers have 
come into the picture. Many of them are not 
qualified and have entered the trade, helped 
by the media. Others are professionals and 
have offered a good alternative way of dressing 
up. 


Today, we have to 
represent ourselves by the way , 

we dress. Our clothes make a 
statement about ourselves. They 
convey meanings about our so¬ 
cial class and personality. We 
cannot escape these meanings. 

That is why a designer 
wardrobe is considered essen¬ 
tial today. 

On the other hand, one 
cannot help thinking that these 
days we place too much 
emphasis on trivial things such 
as our clothes and appearance. 

Should we be judged by our 
work or by our outward ap¬ 
pearance? For most of us, it is 
achievement that should 
matter. A crook will always be 
identified as a crook, even if he 
was to wear the best clothes. 

Ultimately, it is achievement 

that matters. But how can this be explained to 

someone enamoured of designer labels? 



THE MODEL FEXTUREO IS WEARINQ A 
BOOV SUIT MADE OF COSMOPOLITAN 

covens printed on fabric, 

PRESENTED ATTHE COSMOPOLITAN 
SHOW BY J 0 INSTITUTE OF FASHION 
TECHNOIOOY neSIQNER. VANOAN^ 
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THE COMPETITION MASTER'S GUIDE TO GOOD GROOMING 


Everybody wants to appear fashionable. This can be easily 
achieved: provided you do not have that exhibitionist streak in you, 
good grooming is acquired with the minimum of fuss. For students, 
it IS best to appear normal and not spend too much time and 
money on one's appearance. It is better to spend one's time in 
trying to achieve something which will give long-term benefits 
instead of showing off your father's money. Leave the elaborate 
dresses for those who have the time and money to waste. If you 
are impressed with the glamour, ask yourself whether any normal 
person wears the clothes exhibited in fashion shows. Ask this 
question and you will discover that most fashion in the country is 
a hoax, aided by the media to promote mediocre talent. 

Remember that the more that you spend on personal ap¬ 
pearance, the less time you have for other things. It is also 
good to remember that people will respect you for what you are 
and not for what you wear or how you look. Character, learning 
and achievement is what you should aim for. This does not 
mean that one should be untidy; being well-groomed Is always 
pleasant. 

How should a normal person appear fashionable? Iteep a 
formal dress or two for special occasions and interviews. The rest 
of the wardrobe should consist of clothes that one feels comfortable 
in. Qirls can hmra several suits, churidm and other functional 
ciolhas while boys oan have trousers and jeans cdong with shirts 


to match. The hair should always be well-trimmed and neat for 
both males and females. It is not necessary to have a designer 
haircut but just that one looks neat. Cosmetics should be kept at 
minimum. Boys should avoid using them altogether, except tor a 
deodorant or talcum powder. Girls should keep a pink nail polish 
and lipstick which goes with all dresses. Leave the adventurous 
colours like the blues and greens for those who have little to do. 
Similarly, one comfortable pair of shoes serves the purpose and 
it is not necessary to wear sun glasses at all. 

The Idea is to be neat and clean. Do not put off regular baths. 
Many people get carried away in their effort to look like beauty 
queens and complicate matters for themselves. For example, many 
young girls want to appear slim and trim and go on a diet to 
achieve that. Very often it leads to anorexia, a mental illness that 
causes abnormal fear of eating and thus leads to dangerous loss 
of weight. 

Ffor most students, it is advisable to leave high fashion for 
those wanting to make a career in the beauty industry. For others, 
a well-groomed look can be achieved by minimum of effort. Do not 
compare yourself to others and become the victim of complexes. 
Remember that the glamorous side of the foshlon industry is all 
about satisfying egos of vain people. Have your own ot^ective 
firmly before you and leave Hie rest to those who have the means 
to spend lavishly on themselvas. 


JUNE '9B COMPETITION MASTER 901 


COVER FEATURE 


PHOTO SHk'iHfH SHRIVASTAVA 

counreav jdinshtuti.of 

FASHION TECHNOLOGY 



Careers in (fashion 


COURTESY JJVALAYA 



Cnreer in fashion dws not 
mean merely dealing in clothes 
bill designing of accessories 
such as jeweller)', leather goods 
and other things. There are 
careers to be made in the beauty 
business and modellmg, closely 
related to the fashion industry. 

For those interested in photog¬ 
raphy, there are opportunities to 
become a fashion photographer. 

In fashion shows, one can be a 
choreographer. With so many 
opportunities, the industry can 
take a lot of talented pt;ople. Think of a career in 
fashion designing pro\ ided you have the interest 
and are willing to work hard. 

The various options available are: 

Fashion Design: This is a wide term used 
for stitching and designing clothes. One must 
have an artistic flair, a sense of colours and 
creativity. The Ciraduate De.sign Courses offered 
by NUT are thiw years long, but some institutes 
also have a one-year course. Apart from Ihe 
theor\' of design, the work of international de¬ 
signers IS taught, along with textiles and co.s- 
liimes At the end of the course, students have 
the opportunity to organise a fashion show and 
hold an exhibition of their work. At the MFf, 
Knitwear and heather Design and Technology 
are separate two-vear courses. There is also a 
two-year coiirse m Garment Manufacturing Tech¬ 
nology and another in Apparel Marketing and 
Merchandising. 

Accessory Design: Acce.ssories consist of 
leather goods, footwear, gift wear, table wear, 
precious and costume jewellery. These things are 
an essential part of fashion, as they enhance the 
dress one is wearing. The three-year programme 
at NIFT emphasises on application of traditional 
Indian craft base in a contemporary milieu. The 
JD Institute has a lf)-week Jewellery Design 
programme in which designing and marketing 


jewellery is covered. 

Garment Manufacturing Technology: The 
curriculum involves developing skills in pattern 
making, garment construclion and production 
machinery. Special emphasis is gii’cn to input in 
textiles, process technology, production and 
quality management. Students are trained in soft¬ 
ware in the areas of dc.sign, prc'duct development, 
planning and execution. 

Beauty and modelling: The winning of in¬ 
ternational titles by Indian girls has given a boost 
to the beauty biisinc*ss. However, being pretty or 
smart is )ust not enough. A model has to be chis¬ 
elled and groomed by a team of professionals. 
There could be a designer, choreographer, hair¬ 
stylist, dentist, dietician and a host of others 
involved in creating a modem mixiel. de prepared 
to invest heavily in clothes and glooming: an 
investment that most families are unable or un¬ 
willing to make. The way to proceed is by getting 
a good portfolio made and registering with re¬ 
puted agencies. One can join a modelling schixil 
as well. But be wary of unscrupulous operators. 
Also, remember that this can never be a full-time 
work. 

Fashion photography: Another area which 
has emerged from the fashion revolution is that 
of fa.shion photography. Fashion photographers 
play a vital role in enhancing the work of a 
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designer. Exporters and advertising agencies are 
looking for qualified photographers who can add 
to the visual appeal of their products. 

Good photographers can earn between Rs 
3,0lK) to Rs per dav. It is advisable to start 
as an apprentice and gradu¬ 
ally work one's way up. 

Fashion photography is a 
special branch of 
photography that involves 
style shoots, props and 
models. It has emerged as a 
career only rerently. Along 
with advertising photogra¬ 
phy, it has now become a 
discipline in itself. 

A number of institutes 
train people fur fi'ishion pho¬ 
tography. The fee for the 1!)- 
week programme at Jl) 

In.slitiite is Rs 4,500 and 
involves location shiwts and 
interaction with industrv 
profe-ssionals. 

Apparel Marketing and Merchandising: 
Perhaps the most important aspect of fashion is 
marketing and merchandising, since it converts 
the fashion business into an economically viable 
and profitable proposition. The programme 
provides trained piofessUmals in the field of 
into'national marketing, vet,nil management, ex¬ 
port nv ’’chandising and export operations. 

Once you have decided which course you 
want to join, *;elect an institute where you want 
to do it from. Some addresses are given below. 
While manv institutes admit students only on 
the basis of an interview, you have to prepare for 
a written test to gel into NUT The eligibility for 
most courses is Class 12 but for Garment 
Manufacturing Technology and Apparel 
Marketing, it is graduation with minimum 50% 
marks. The test is conducted in February every 
year and interviews are held in April. Results are 
out by May for the si'ssion which begins in July 
every year. 

The written lest consists of General Ability 
and Creative Ability, both carrying 30% weight 
each. The Situation Test and Interview carry 20% 
weight each. For .Apparel Marketing, there is a 
Managerial Ability Test instead of the Creative 


Ability Test. There are 30 seats in each course. 

To prepare for the General Ability portion of 
the test, doing tests published m the Comi’rtiion 
MASTtK help, besides building up General 
Knowledge The Creative Abililv Test consists ot 
ciuestions that test how far the 
candidate can think. An object 
like a sieve mav be given and 
candidates asked to write 
what it represi'nts to them. Or 
a clothing piece may be given 
and candidate.s have to think 
what it can be used for. Tests 
on colour schemes may be 
given as well. The idea is not 
to see the apparent represen¬ 
tation ot the object but what it 
can be used for, by running the 
mind m new ana uncharted 
areas. v 

Future prospects 

The garment busiin'ss is 
growing in India and there is 
a great scope for designers. Do mil, ln)wevL^^ 
expect to become a celebrity overnight. Nor 
should you gel carried away bv the glamour. 
Much of the fashion is hard woik, vspix'iiilh if 
one divs not want to be labelled as a hand The 
industry can do well with some original designers 
w'ho do not plagiarise designs of otliers. Ihe 
market w'ould be tremendous (or an original 
thinker. I’crhajis the international mark*’! is wail¬ 
ing for some good work b\ Indians ,o that l!ie\ 
can be taken seriously abioad as well. 
Professionals also need to gel ool of thi* tlimking 
that they are nothing but tailors lor high ,socR*t\ 
ladies. 

The first option for a trained ilesignor is to 
work in a manufac turing comp.iny or an oxport 
house. Sakiries begin at R.s 5,tK)0 por month 
but go up very fast. Good designers ,',iin very 
good salaries, once their work is n-cognised. 
Fxport houses pay veiv well too. Manv people 
gain experience and then start out on one's 
own. One can also act as an agent for foreign 
buying houses, vvhich is very lucrative indeed. 
Or, one can think of starting one's own 
boutique. It all depends on what you want to 
do. 


CXXJFITHSY JJ VALAVA 



Where to 
study? 

1. The National Instituta of 
Faaliion Tacfinology has 
courses in New Delhi, 
Gandhinagar, Chennai, Cal¬ 
cutta, Hyderabad, Mumbai 
and Bangalore. It otters the 
professional courses and 
also holds short-term Indus¬ 
try sponsored courses Con¬ 
tact address at New Delhi: 
NIFT Campus, Near Qui- , 
mohur Park. Hauz Khas, 
New Delhi-IIO 016. 

2. Tha JD Inatltuta of Fash¬ 
ion Techm^ogy has bran¬ 
ches in Mumbai, Nagpur, 
New Delhi. Agra, lucttiiana, 
Mohali, Indore, Raipur, 
Bangalore, Secimdrabad. 
Vishakhapalnam and Bhu¬ 
baneshwar It has courses 
ranging from Fashion 
Design, Merchandising, 
Illustration. Visual Merchan¬ 
dising, Fashion Photo¬ 
graphy, Manutacturing Tech¬ 
nology and others Contact 
address ot their Head Office: 
Ruby Apn. MV Road. Near 
Vishal Hall, Andheri East, 
Mumbai- 400 069. 

3. The Pearl Academy of 
Fashion offers two- year 
pro-grammes in Fashion De 
biqn Merchandising and a 
Iwo yeai postgraduate Intp- 
qraled Fashion Technology 
Programme C inlacl 
adefross C-56/2. Okhia 
Industrial Area. Phase II. 
New Delhi—110 020 

4. The International fnati- 
tute of Fashion Technology 
offers three-year diplomas in 
Textile Management and 
Commercial Art, two-year 
diplomas in Garment Mer- 
ct.andiring and Production, 
and several one-year dip¬ 
lomas. Contact address: H- 
12, South Extension Part I, 
New Delhi—110 049. 

5. Diplomas are also 
offered by polytechnics all 
o«ar the country. 
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UGP — A Tried, Tested end Trusted Name In the Careers World 


LOGICAL. CHOICE 

They contain useful, reliable & authentic books as 
p?r thv-.. needs oJ the exam, and are 
NO r \i iu nuiiid set harping discordant tunes'. 


-THE TREND SETTERS 

First to Publish Kits for 
Competitive Exams. 


tWMI 




For Stati Bank of Indio, Aaaociata Banka of SBI A olhar NationaHaad Banka 


Self-Study Success Pack contains ; 



1. 

DGP Diamond Kit tor Bank P.O. Exam. 

Re. 

300 

2. 

English Improvement Course 

Rs. 

125 

3. 

English Vocabulary Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

4. 

Intelligence & Reasoning 




Improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

5. 

Arithmetic Improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 

6. 

DGP Data Interpretation Course 

Rs. 

120 

7. 

Probable (Latest) Essays 

Rs. 

75 


Postage A Packing Charges 

Rs. 

10 


Total 

Rs. 

1000 


MBA 




ADMISSION TESTS for CAT, MAT. XLRI, BAJAJ, FMS, 



Ralaethan, M.P., U.P., other Universities / Instltutee 



Self-Study Success Packcontains: 



1. 

MBA Kit 

Rs. 

400 

2. 

English Improvement Course 

Rs. 

125 

3. 

English Vocabulary Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

4. 

Advanced General English 

Rs. 

60 

5. 

Intelligence & Reasoning Improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

6. 

DGP Data Interpretation Course 

Rs. 

120 

7. 

Aritttmetic improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 

8. 

Mathematics improvement Course 

Rs. 

60 


Postage & Packing Charges 

Rs. 

15 


Total 

Rs. 1150 


,1. U.P.S.C. Civii Services Preliminary Examination 
jSENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS {1985>1997) Rs. 90. 


• Helps you to know the standard & type o< questions set in the exam. 

• Makes you understand the percentage of questions set/weightage 
given to various aspects of General Studies viz. General Science. 
Geography, Histoiy, Indian Polity & Economy, General Mental Ability. 
Current Affairs etc. 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually lace the exam. 

• Acts as an ^e-opener and helps you judge the Standard of Objective 
Questions given in various books 
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1. DGP MAMOND KIT For BANK P.O. EXAM. Rs. 300 

(For SBI, Aoaoclato Banka ot SBI and othar 
Nationaliaad Banka Exam.} 

Comprehensive Coverage of Teat of Reasoning (Logfcsd, Verbal, 
Non-Verbal & Data Interpretation etc); Engliah Languags 
(Practical English Grammar, Common Enors, Word-Power, etc); 
General Awaraneaa (All aspects of G.K.); Quantitative Aptitude 
(Number System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc., 
Solved Examples, Hints & Exercises etc); Descriptive English 
(Short Essays, Propositions etc); Five eete of Model Papers, with 
detailed Solutions/Answers, based on Previous Years’ Papers. 

2. M.B.A. KIT (For Common Admiaahm Taata ot Rs. 400 

U.U.'a tk othor Loading tnatHutaa/UnlvaraHiaa) 

Kit covers English Language (Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors, Comprehension, Vocabulary); Intelligence & Reasoning 
(Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal, Data Interfnetation etc); Arithmetic 
(Number System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration, etc.); 
Basic Maths; GaiMral Knowiadge/Geiwral Science, Current Affairs; 
Five Sete of Model Papers, with detailed Solution^Answers, based 
on Previous Years’ Papers. 

3. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E. EXAM. KIT Rs. 325 

(ForJoint EntrancaExam. torAdmiaaion to Dagrao / Diploma Couraa} 
Study Material & Objective Questions on All Subjects—Reasoning 
(Verbal, Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation) & Logical Deduction, Numerical 
Ability/Artthmatic/Basic Mathematics, English & Gen. Knowledge/ 
Sdentific Aptitude. 
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Baepmmandad Proound tfi 
(i) PilflcIpMsAlbraitaiis of siumk SCHOOL A otfw' Ihetituliona. 
(iq Senior Armed fcmsa.oifieata fw thdk imits end werds. . 

(Iiq Navodsya Vidyalaya. Samlti (Ministry of HRO—Oapt.' ot 
Education—Qovammaid of India) tor thMr sehoola. 


Kits tor N.D.A., C.D.S. Examination contain: 

SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS on English, 
G K . Current Afloirs « Mathematics. MATHEMATICS—Arithmetic. 
Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE—Practical English Grammar, Errors, Prepositions, 
Comprehension & Vocabulary. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE—SCIENCES 
(Physics, Chemistry, Life Sciences. Space Science); HUMANITIES (Histoiy, 
National Movement, Constitution. Geography, Economy etc.) 


t. It Contains: (A) Previous Year's Solved Papers 1997,1996 & 1995(B) 
General Science (C) Geography—World & India (D) History—World & India 
(E) Indian Economy (F) Indian Polity (G) General Ability (H) G.K. Treasure 
House (I) Current Affairs. 

• Encyclopaedic Coverage. Well-analysed Comprehensive Study Material. 

• Selective Intensive Study of various Sections. • Standard of Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions conforms to or is close to those set in the 
Examination. • Provides the necessary drill and instils corifidence to 
answer Questions of alt kinds—Assertion, Reasoning, Sequential 
Arrangement, Data, Maps. Diagramsetc.MMaps. Charts, Tables, Glossaiy, 
Reviews, illustrations help easy comprehension. 


DIRECTOR : Prof. RAJINDER S. DHILLON 

M.A.. P G Dip. in .'ournalism (Bombay) 
Recipient of ‘H. R. Gokhale Medal In Journatlem A 

The Hindustan Times Medal in Journallam.’ 
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1. DGP DATA INTERPRETATION COURSE 


Rs. 120 


(For Compatitiva Exams., Managamant Admiaalon Taata A 
Profaaaional Bodlaa Exama) 

Comprehensive Coverage, Easy-to-understand Approach. Detailed 
Solutions & Explanations. Solved Model Papers. 

2. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGUSH UNGUAGE RS. 45 

Designed to cover a vast range of common errors and pitfalls. 
Explanatory notes given for thorough understanding and good ground 
ing. 
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POW^tii^RS OP A DARINGLY DifFERENT GENRE OF 

IMPROVEMENT COURSES, BASIC BOOKS & GUIDES For 

• Bank P.0, Exam. • Hotal p^anagement • MBA Admission lasts 
t Jndlan Forest Service Exam. • N.D.A. Exam, • C.D.S. Exam, 

• Major Exams, conducted by S.S.C. viz. Assistants, fnspectors (C.E.. l. Tax, Police) & otner Exams. 





1. DGP English Improvement bourse Rs7f2S 

DGP English Improvement Course—has lor almosi a decade now—been 
the First Choice of the Firet Rale CandMates. 

Number of Raprinta has set up a RECORD for DGP. 

The course material contains Practical English GramrtMr, Common Errors 
and Pitfalls, Comprehension, Vocabulary. Phrases, etc. K also mdudee 
fundamental rules, tips and usage, explanations, illustrations, charts, tables 
& specimen papers. 

2. DGP Basic English Improvcmsnt Courss Rs. 75 
DGP Saa/e Engf/sfi Impmvemant Couma explains the lundamental 
concepts of Practical English Grammar and gives wide coverage to 
Common Errors, Comprehension A Vocabulary. 

Launched to emerge as the Front-Runner with the Front-Rankers. 

3. English Vocabulary improvament Courss Rs. 120 
(Incorporating Selt-Assessment Exercises; Word Power- Reedy 
Reckoner; Synonyms; Antonyms; Pairs of Words; Paronyms; 
Homonyms; Idioms, Phrases and a vast range of useful terms.) 

4. Inteligsncs and Reasoning Improvemant Course Rs.150 
Comprehensivecoverage of Reasoning Tests (Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal, 
Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic approach & 
detailed explanatory notes for thorough understanding. Previous Years' 
Papers oi Important Competitive Exams wKh Answers incorporated. 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

A veiy comprehensive book. Designed to cover the entire Syllabus of 
Competitive Exams. IndudesNumberSystem.Logarithms, Linear Equations. 
Banking, Tabulation, Graphs, Mensuration. Statistics etc. Plenty at Solved 
Examples, Pradicai Tips & Shmt Cuts given lor easy grasp. Model Papers 
with Answeis^inls. DEVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS ol Impoitad Comp. Exams. 

6. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 60 

(For N.DA.. C.D.S., M.BA. ate. Exams) 

Covers Arilhmebc, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and 
Statistics. Includes important Formulae. Concepts, Pradicai Tips, ^Ived 
Examples, Exercises and Objedive Questions. 

7. General Science Improvement Course Rs. 100 

Comprehensive study material on Physics, Chemistry, Biology & Space 
Sciences. Incorporates important Concepts, Formulae, Solved Examples, 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions and Science Quiz. 
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F€>ll ALL EXAMS. 


1. The Hindustan Times Medalist in Journalism 
R. DHILLON’S RENERAL KNOWLEDRE DIREST 

Latest 1998 EdHIee Pages x¥l * 974 Price Pa. ISO 


2 . PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 75 

(3id thoroughly ravisedecuiion.) 

Irwludes Essay on Sdentilic, Sodal, Economic, Reflective, Idiomatic, 
General & Political Topics. An excalient book lor Academic Si 
Compefliive Exams. Veiy useful for GROUP DISCUSSION also. 
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3. 

LETTER WRITING 

Ra.40 

4. 

PRECIS WRITING 

Ra.3S 

5. 

PARAGRAPH WRITING 

Ra.3C 

6. 

OBJECTIVE ENGUSH—ANew Approach 

Ra.4S 

7. 

ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH 

Ra.6q 

8. 

TEST OF RE ASONINGA.OGICAL REASONING 

Ra.40; 

9. 

MENTAL ABILITY TESTS—A Capsule 

Ra.30' 

ia 

6ENERALMENTALABIUTY 

Ra.4S 

11. 

EVERYDAYSCIENCE 

Ra.4K 

12. 

NUMERICAL ABILITY—A Capaule 

Ra.90 

13. 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Capsule 

Ra.a« 

14. 

GEOGRAPHY (World A India)—A Study 

Ra.7S 


• Provides Basic Study nnaterial. Information & Data on all 
Countries of World & States/Union Territories ol India. 

15. PRIYA ENGUSH SPEAKING COURSE (English & Hindi) Rs. 100: 




BOOKA 


1. Know ThyseirTlirMifii PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Rs 30 

The book wnffen in a simple language helps you to discover yourself, you 
level of Confidence, Iniliabve, Self Contnd, Feelings tor the Opposite ^x, j 
number of hidden aspects of your Personality. 

2. Know Thyself Tliroiigli NUMEROLOGY Ri. 4S 

A handy A practical guide to your future. Helps you know the power ant 
influence (^Numbers A Planets m your Lite, Profession, Love and Romance 

3. THE HUMAN OODY-^ Study Rl. 4S 

A simple A systematic study of your own body—its structure, its varhiK 
systems, Birth Control Techniques; Breast Feeding, Breast Cancer; Bhot 
Pressure; Heart Attack; AIDS etc. 

4. 125 GREAT HEROES Of INDIAN HISTORY Ri. 45 

‘The History of the world Is but the biography ol great men' 

The book through the Great Heroes from Lord Buddha to Mahatma 
Gandhi provides basic knowledge about the times, tides, currents A 
undercurrents of the ages gone by and Salutes the heroic Sacrifices 
made by Valiant men and women. 

5. SORRY DOCTOR, I'M HEALTHY (A FAmUyHeaHhOuidel Rs. 41 

An inlormalive handbook helps you to know more about your ailments 
pertainxig to respxation, digeslxin, sex, allergy etc. Suggests possible cures 
through Ayurveda, Yoga. Acupressure, Naturopathy, Homeopathy, General 
Medidne etc. 

DQP Is ths Proud Boelpfsnt of : 

FEW AWARD FOB THE BEST TEXT DOOIC 


'SIGENERAL KNOWLEDGE DIGEST 


Pleeee remklhe Ftaemount (Price ol desired book/booke plus Re. lOlorona. 
bookandR$.1Sfortwoormoteboolaforpoetege)byU.OJBankDraltsndwiU 
yowNemeandFuReddreeelnCAPlTALLETnRSonllO.Coupon 
Books wa be eent by Regd. Book Poet only. iMMHM««wnaaBwi«sW 
VPP ordeit wH not be exeeuted. iKij 
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COVER FEATURE 



The C'dMraincwi Mamer spoke to several prac¬ 
titioners in the fashion industry and institutes about 
the industry <uid future growth. 

Pooja Bakshi did her diploma 
in fashion design. She worked as a 
fashion co-ordinator and a merchan¬ 
diser in a garment export company 
for four years, and then started her 
own business in garment exports 
and is doing very well. She lives in 

Faridabad. 

Pooja says she had a liking towards this luie 
and that is the reason she chose fashion design as a 
earner It has been a hard grind and she advisi's young 
people that they should be prepared to work '24 hours 
a day for Sh.*! days a year'. That is the kind oi 
commitment that the industry requires. But then it is 
a great field in the stmse that one can be independent 
very fast. 'Within a span of five years they will feel 
as high in society as anvone. perhaps even lietter. 
That IS because the work is satisfying and rewarding.' 

Pooja feels that there are gu'at opportunities in 
india but very few abroad. Competition has increased 
in India as well and one can make a mark onlv if one 
is very good. Pixija also advises not to get carried 
away by the glamour. 'What you see is actually a lot 
of hard work and sweat, which is not visible. Perhaps 
if you saw the effort of what went behind these 
shows, you would change your mind ' 

B Ratandeep Lai, Director of 
the International Institute of 
Fashion Technology, says that 
there has been a fashion revolu¬ 
tion in the eighties Today, H'i'u 
of the foreign exchange is earned 
through garment exports. With Benetton and 
other foreign brands basing entered the 
country, the market has multiplied and is 
expected to grow further. Graduates can either 
join companies, he says, or if one is from a small 
town or city, open a self-financed boutique. 
Those usually do well, since awareness of good 
clothes is spreading to «mall towns as well 
Many students do free-lance work as well, 
which offers freedom and can sometimes fetch 
more money than a regular job. 

Regarding fashion shows he says that these 
arc organised by institutes and industry to 
generate awareness. They also act as an encour¬ 
agement to students, who ran see their 
creations modelled on stage. 


Executive Director of |D Institute of Fashion 
Technology R.C. Dalai says that there is a tremen¬ 
dous increase in awareness as people are recognising 
the importance of de.sign. The entry of multi-nationals 
has fuelled tlie Irend as the emphasis is on present¬ 
ation. His institute offers several courses in fashion. 
The one that is comparatively new is Visual 
Merchandising, which involves arrangement of mer¬ 
chandise so that it looks appealing. If you ever won¬ 
dered about the appealing displays in modem stores, 
you can he sure that a visual merchandiser is behind 
it. Recently, some students of his instihite dc>signed 
the display and participated in the launch of a car. 
The futuristic outfits and display were appreciated 
by all those who saw the launch 

According lo Mr A.K.C. Nair, Director, Pearl 
Academy of Fashion, New Delhi, deserv ing students 
get rich dividends. Good grades also enable 'lome to 
study abroad. Siven scholarships offered by the IV.irl 
Academy help deserving students go to Hogesthoo! 
Van, Amsterdam or Nottingham Trent Universitv, UK 
or Melbourne Institute of lextiles, Australia, toi 
international studies that open vistas of opportunities. 
According to Mr Deepak Seth, Chairman. I’oarl 
Academy is sixin going to provide ad\ anrixl studies 
to Students.specialising in wool knitwear. 

MAKING FASHION GARMENTS OUT OF 
WASTE 

H Meel young designers Rashmi 
Sabharwal and Divya Gupta, who 
have designed clothes trom wastes col 
levied from varmics iiiduslnes. The idea 
IS to make the best possible use ot 
material, which would otherwise he 
thrown away. A garment ha*- bism made 
from discarded ties, for instance, and another is a 
volouriul collage of material, which 
could be used as a wrap annind. These 
two young designers want to create a 
different look They blend different 
colours and fabrics, which make the 
garments quite fashionable 

The two did their diplomas from 
the JD Institute of Fashion Technology in New Delhi. 
They want to design Western outfits and are happy 
that satellite television has made girls wear more 
Western clothes. 'Girls are now willing to wear tiglits 
and mini-skirts to show oK their ligures', they say. 

Will their clothes find a market? Rashmi and 
Divya are excited and say that recycling is the in-thing 
these days. For a poor country, this could well be a 
boon. 
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Of Forliiililen Frait 


E VliK since I’,\ c tempted 
Adam, the apple has been 
known as the forbidden truit. 
In fad, there were two ma^ic 
trees in the Oarden of Eden. 
The truit of one conferred 
knowledge, of the second, 
immortality. 

Adam and Eve were 
expelled from Edt-n not 
because they ate the 
loibidden fruit (original 
sin) but because tiod feared 
that it !ney ate the second, 
they would live tor ever 
which means, like (lod, 
th(‘v too would become 
immortal. 

Adam and l.ve became 
conscious of themselves as 
• soon as they ate what is known 
as the fruit of know ledge. The 
eyes of both of them opened, 
and they realized that they 
were sans a cover. 

Poet Milton describes 
thus in Paradise Lost. 

Her hand he seized, and 
to a shady bank, 


I Thii'k oi'erhend with ! 

I verdant roof overhead, : 

i He led her... | 

There t!ie\i their fill of lore ■ 

; and low's disport 

i Took hnt^ely ojTheit 

' mutual yuitl ... 

Adam and I'.ve kwl one , 

I paradise but gained another! : 
! tioethe’s use ol amorous I 
association of apple also ^ 
indicates why the truit is 
.issociated w'ith love. 

A love dream onre eame 
to me I 

' I then beheld an apple tree . 

■ ,\nd there lavfav'st 

I apples shone 1 

They lured me so, I 
! elimbed thereon. _ 

'■ Apples luiiv been desired | 

j f’y'/(»/. i 

j Since first in I'aradise they \ 

\ !i’'*to I 

I And I am niowd with pn/. i 

I to know ! 

( 

That such within III}/ 

I garden ^frore. j 


Sigmund I'reud, psycho¬ 
logist, used this passage while 
engaged in psychoanalvsing 
a neurotic. He observed that 
the patient looked upon 
apples as symbolic of the 
bosom ol the woman he once 
loved 

I'reud has also ob.seived 
that in neiiridics, apples, 
symbolii ol H.e hosiun, 
repri'sent a strong desire lor 
breast-feeding which gives lile 
to the infant. Ihus, apples 
become svinbolic of something 
from which one derives the 
potion of life 

I hat this notion was not 
entirely devoid of h'llciwers, is 
further borne out by the 
example of Heniamin I ranklin 
who while American minister 
ill Paris fell in love with a 
I'rench woman ol high society. 
Madam Brillon. 

The lovers exchanged 
fond letters. In one letter, 
Brillon wrote that they would 
live in Paradise on apples 


I 

; alone Bonjaniin branklin ^ 
' wrote back' II we could do that, I 
1 would pits tho.se who were I 
. not dead' | 

No wonder modern ^ 
medic ine also acknowledges 
the i|ualities ol the beautiful 
; fruit An apple a d.iv kwps the 
doctor avvav 

Iheie is .ilso a myth in | 
; Scandinaviin mvthology that ^ 
apples vvere giv(*n to gods ; 
I when the' were going down j> 
the vilal'lv hill s 

Tlial the a.iple has him i 

* * i 

ass.ti i.ilecl with aniotous - 
; liesiies ot man ihioiigh ages, ; 
' is also pro* ('ll from an 
interestin.g laet about the , 
toniiUo When the humhie ; 
tomato was introduced in " 
F'.iirope in loth centurv, it 
' quickly acquired the name 
I "love apple". 

The poor cousin of the ! 
i apple continues li' enjoy a 
j good reputation though it has ; 
j not been celebrated by Milton, 

I Cioethe or F«‘ud. / 
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SayNoioilieNeaaifw 


W K seem to spend more time thinking 
about what we don't want than what 
we do want! 

If you have ever worried, you know 
that your mind as a worrier can pul out 
inorc vivid, full-colour pictures than any 
colour magazine. Crystal-clear ideas about 
worrit's transform themselves into things, 
then we spend our lives stubbing our toes, 
banging our heads. 

How can our minds be so turned on 
by the tilings that should turn us off? How 
can we give the law of mind good thoughts 
and ideas to duplicate when our 
imagination runs rampant down the 
colourful road to lack and limitatii>n? 

When mind becomes lost in negative 
conditions, one can recognize it by the 
stress and strain they place on our activity 
and thought. 

This m.ty .seem elementary, but it is 
often possible to blame some outside 
circumstance lor our apparent distress. The 
negative condition mriy even have to run 
an entire elusive course before we 
recognize the lact that it has to be 
eliminated. But, onee it is swn in its proper 
light, we can accept it as another 
opportunity to show that negative 
conditions have no necessary place in 
reality, and in particular, no place in our 
experience. 
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A negative thought is nothing but a 
false concept we are desperately trying to 
decorate! 

It soon begins to take on substance 
and character, so that before long fhe 
negative concept becomes a negative 
experience. 

The tragedy is that the experience 
usually does not even resemble the old 
negative concept because our mental paint 
and body shop has disguised it. 

The negative thought has become a 
tangible effect, and we try even more 
desperately to deal with it. Because 
thoughts grow into effects, we must go 
behind the effect, lind its thought-cause, 
then perform a "cause-ectomv" of that 
negative thought. 

We must train our imagination to 
accept the potential good as now present 
just a.s naturally and actively as we used 
It to create negative mountains out of 
negative molehills. 

The r 'ind is a fertile garden that will 
grow anything put in it, many people are 
producing bumper crops of weeds because 
they cultivate their negative thoughts and 
then wonder why life is a continual rat 
race. 

Until we learn to recognize root- 
causes, we can never clean out the weeds 
in our garden or produce a greater harvest. 


When we recognize this important 
fact we begin to expand the boundaries of 
our garden, being limited only by our 
ability to clear ground and actively replant 
concepts of good. 

Transforming negatives into positives 
really only a matter of practice, and once 
we understand it we can turn all of our 
stumblings into record-breaking leaps 
simply by changing our negative thoug!\ts 
into rating practice sessions. 

When w'e grapple with any negative 
condition, we permit the mind to play the 
game of opposites. 

Since tire mind can easily produce 
worry-thoughts, and positive thoughts 
seem to be so much harder to produce, we 
no> only have to catch each negative idea, 
wc have to feed back many more gooa 
ideas for every negative one we eliminate. 
By doing this, the negative dissipates as 
we affirm the positive. 

We can continually expand our 
positive expectancy by embodying an 
increasing concept of good, by turning our 
minds lo the opposite of bad and letting 
our imaginations soar thoughts. 

A condition of lack or limitation has 
no plate in our plan. We are free, and we 
do not have to react to negative conditions. 
Wc do not have to give credence to that 
which we do not want lo experience. We 






need only train our minds to accept and 
respond to our own greater concept of 
go^. 

A person's success depends upon 
how he thinks about himself, and how 
he sees himself. The image is the key 
to your personality. Change the image 
and you change the personality. A 
negative and "failure" image produces 
a failure. 

A negative person, for example, g(»es 
into sulks when something displeases him 
whereas a positive one sulks for a while 
and then forgets it, goes about his job and 
may even have a hearty laugh at his own 
pettiness! 

Always be ready to change your mind 
and adjust. Gradually, the negative will 
disappear from your life. 

In order to step out of the dark 
shadows, use the power of auto¬ 
suggestion. When ideas of a positive 
nature are fed to the mind, the 
subconscious mind accepts them and 
transforms them into reality. 

Love insisted that this was not a 
matter of effort or strained labour, but of 
imagination If you can pictun’ clearly in 
your mind, the blue-print is ready Results 
will follow. 

At his clinic, he performed cures 
which were considered miraculous. 
Patients of years chronic diseases 
recovered. The method was found to be 
equally effective in personality 
impmvement. l,ove taught his "patients" 
first to believe in him, then to believe in 
themselves and lastly to believe tliat the 
negative can be eliminated. 

The negative is built up by your own 
experience. Success, failure, our 


w 


humiliation are the views which others 
have expressed about us and which 
were accepted as true make up the 
picture. 

Experience, ideas or beliefs about 
ourselv(*s go into that picture, it becomes 
part of yourself. Your actions, feelings 
and behaviour stem from them. You can 
light another lamp with one lamp but you 
cannot do that with darkness! Try and 
you might Don't, and you certainly never 
will! 

Your ideal ot your own self is of 
utmost importance. Keep it always in 
mind and never lose sight of it. 

Hold the ideal ot the positive and 
wholesomeness and instantly replace the 
negative with it. O.S. Marden has said, 
"Never allow yourself to dwell on your 
weakness, deficiencies or failures. Hold 
firmly to the ideal and struggling 
vigorously to attain it will help you to 
realize it." 

There is a bonus value in the 
positive—it avoids worry and keeps 
depression at bay. Planning to take 
positive steps means you do not waste 
time and emotion on corroding, dark, fear- 
creating forces. 

"The winds and waves are always on 
the side of the ablest navigators", says 
Edward Gibbon. 

If a man thinks of himself as a 
failure because of his negative mindset, 
he will find some means of failing. The 
mentally conceived "victim" always 
finds a way to suffer. The breast-beater 
achieves nothing except trophies in 
breast-beating! 

The student who feeds his mind on 
"1 will pass the I.A.S. examination", will 


sucanxl at it. The girl who thinks of herself 
as "one whom nobody likes" literally 
inviU*s rejection. The difference is in their 
positive and negative thiiddng. 

Experience and its articulation about 
which you feel deeply make the biggest 
and most lasting impression. When such 
an event is recalled it carries the original 
emotional tone and renews its impact on 
your personality. By believing that you 
are the master of your thoughts you 
biTome one. They achieve who believe 
they can. 

Setbacks, failures, disappointments 
and frustrations are a common lot of all 
competing in various walks of life. It's 
only the negative-minded who sit on their 
failure's and nurse them. 

The fact is that what happens is not 
important. It is your reaction to what 
happens that matters. Today is more 
important than yesterday. In life, what 
matters is to "keep on keeping on". 

Many have experiences which are 
never recalled without strong negative 
feelings. So, they accept a pcxir opinion of 
themselves. Quite needlessly they feel 
sensitive and inferior and are lacking in 
social ease. 

The basic trouble with such people 
is that they have a negative and misty 
image ot their own selves. They do not 
try to ihange it. They, in fact, build it 
up. 

Dr Malt/ says "feeling follows 
imagery" He urges that we concentrate 
always on positive pictures in the mind, 
filling our thoughts with wholesome, 
positive desirable images and memories. 
If we do this, negative feelings will simply 
evaporate 
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ihePonnwH of Women in me Media | 
should be More ifisiefni 


Historkallu, umicn fiair been usvil as i 
attention ^rahhrs in aihvrlisi'inents and in [ 
the media. Tiny have Ihvn used to sell all kinds ^ 
of products, some in an obscene wui/ The ! 
modern looman, it is said, is independent and . 
rcadj/ to break social labtkis and the iinderh/iii;^ • 
theme is that siw is also sciualli/ promiscuous. \ 
This portrayal of imwcii in the media has been 1 
the subject of much debate There are ! 
arguments on both sides of the ijuestion. j 
Elseiohere in this issue, ire have described the i 
ncgotiiv health effects that young iimien are i 
subjecting themselves to in order to appeal , 
fashionable Here, iir debate a topic that is i 
discussed often but society still has to figure 
out ho!L’ to accept its iromen 

I 

Miss A Friends, IIiourIi women i 
have been traditionally us«-d in the i 
media, these days there are a lot of ! 
questions about how they are portrayed, j 
especially in the light of some obscene I 
ads and questionable re.idorship I 

surveys by some most respi'ctable | 

magazines We arc told several things 
about modern women, that they are 
acquiring education and becoming more 
independent. They are also becoming | 
confident about themselves <ind mori- 
demanding in sexual relntionsbips. I feel i 
that this is only partly true .Much of the ■ 
modernity of women that the medui ' 
likes to talk ’bout is only in the papers. , 
On the other hand, things may have | 
actually hcconie worse for them, they 
continue to shoulder traditional bunfens i 
of raising children and looking after the | 
family; now they must also imitate i 
media stereotypes iind always be made ! 
up and chirpy as they arc shown on j 
television. Their burden may have only 
increased. Of course, men like to sec 
those thin things gyrating on television 
and want their girls to be like that. The 
point is; are these women real? Are they 


proper role models for the rest of us? 
Today, girls are forced to live up to 
these images at a great cost to 
themselves. That is why 1 think that the 
portrayal of women in tlie media could 
be more tasteful, since it aflects the 
population at large. 


MissB 1 think your fears are 
misplaced. What is the harm if women 
want to appear modern and smart? In 
fact, it is good that the media is telling 
them how to look afti’r themselves and 
their Ixxfii’s. We should not criticise the 
advertisements and the metlia just 
because tlicy like to print pictures of 
smart girls. 1 am sure tlial vou will be 
unhappy if they skirUxl printing pictures 
ol tat and ugly women in.stead. II our 
women .irc truly concerned about their 
|.x)rtrayal, why pose for controversial ads 
at all? The simc Ls true for fashion shows 
when* women are paraded showing 
atnKious clotlies. Sun*ly, they should 
a’tusi* wearing these clothes. The media is 
only a ix'porter and a-flects the ta'iids in 
society. It does not create these tands. If 
women are lieconiing moa* independent 
and bold, should the media say that this 
is not true? 


MrC I,ct US go further and see 
hoiv women arc actually portrayed in 
the media. You are right that they arc 
being projected as fiin-Ioving, 
independent people now. Ibcy are alsr, 
very conscious about their bodies and 
appearance. These things arc not bad. 
There was the Ericsson advertisement 
which showed a woman in a restaurant 
completely in charge of the situation. 

Or the I-ifebuoy advertisement in which 
a young girl gets rid of her pimples and 
reflects her attitude by saying, "I don't 
care". 1 don't think anybody can have 


; objections to such things. True, there are 
! some advertisements which exhibit the 
j bankruptcy of ideas of our advertising 
! industry rather than the status of 
i women. In any case, advertisements are 
I means to sell a product and may not be 
I taken seriously. W'hat is more harmful 
1 are the questionable surveys by national 
j magazines in which modern women are 
] shown to be some kind ol sexual freaks 
' These work in a more insidious wav in 
'■ influencing scKiely because editorial 
i matter is supposedly more authentic. If 
I vou have read some of the latest 
i magazines recently, you would have 
; found pictures of a woman smoking a 
! cigar and the magazine claims that this 
! is a trend. A siia'cy has found older 
i women living w'ith younger men, 

; without entering into wedlock. Another 
I article reported on the increasing intake 
! of beer by yoiuig girls. There are 
I thousands of such things that are 
I reported dailv. None ol this can be said 
I to be a national trend. Maybe a few 
! girls do smoke cigars, but Ihev aie the 
, exception rather than the rule. When 
; national magazines report such things, 

! it gives the impression that girls have 
! just three things on their minds: their 
I bnaies, making an exhibition about 
■ themselves, and sex. Frankly, 1 think 
j this is quite wrong. 

Miss D What is wrong with the 
media reporting on these things? As the 
society moves forward, girls will break 
traditioncil roles and do things which 
they have not done. You mentioned 
smoking a cigar—^what is wrong with 
that? 1 think men fee) threatened when 
women become modern. After all, all 
the tilings you mentioned may be small 
now, but they point to the fact that 
' women are becoming modern. They 
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have* a right to choose* their men 
friends. Why do you object to Ihcir 
! doing all these things? IXi only men 
j have the right to consume cigarettes 
j and beer? As the country develops, 

; these tilings will become common, like 
I in the West. Your objections may come 
j from your atavistic fears of women 
j dominating the men. That is why vou 
; want to deny them so many things. 

; Men tear that women may no longer be 
1 at their berk and call; they will not do 
, the dirty |obs tor men and serve them. 

I We are forgetting that we an' going on 
; to the 21st century. Tlie sooner you 
’ discard your prejudices, the better otl 
, you will be Women have a right to be 
independent and do anything they like. 

MrE 1 think that wr* are straying 
• from the topic. Sure, women have a 
right to he independent hut what we 
! are discussing here is their portrayal in 
i the media 1 am sure that you cannot 
’ denv that the things mentioned an* 
exceptions rather than the rule. Uo vou 
. find girls on roads with cigars dangling 
tmm their lips^ Similarlv, though live-in 
relationships may bo increasing, they 
remain to be exceptions ratlicr than (he 
rule. As a percentage of the total 
louplcs in the country, the live-in 
relationships or women with younger 
men, would he less than hall a per cent. 
^l■ain, young girls who can stay out 
. late at night drinking beer with tlieir 
Iriends are minuscule when you 
compare with tola! girls in that age 
group within the country. 1 think the 
, media looks at some people ai hig iities 
■ and proclaims it to he a national trend 
. This is inherently wrong. These 
! things are, howevei, very rPodable. I 
t am inclined to think that publication 
: of such features has more to do with 
i thy declining readership of the 
j maga7ines rather than any change in 
j women's status in the country As 
I you can sec, we are not against the 
independence of women—if they 
want to acquire bad habits, they arc 
welcome to them. Smoking and 
drinking does not make them smart, 
but stupid. If this is independence, 
go ahead and take it. 


Miss A The discussion is getting I 
fairly hot. I would like to mention .some | 
of the other harms that the media is 
intlicting bv such portrayal of women. ; 
Have you sci'ii the advertisements on I 
television? There is an underlying j 

theme in all of them, that every girl 
must have a boy-friend. You should use 
a toothpaste so that vou can get close tii 
a boy. Or use a soap or powder to 
impress your boy-friend. You should 
send cards to hoys The point is that 
almost e\ery seiond advertisement 
seems to say tliat it is hip to have a 
steady boy-friend. Mv vounger sister 
confided in me the other day that she 
did not have a hoy-friend and lelt vi'ry 
backward since all her classmates 
claimed to have one Though it is 
healthy to interact with the opposite 
sex, the media bombards us with 
images and brainwashes us to change 
our ideas about these things. Imagine 
the effect on a young girl who comes to 
a city hostel Irom a \ iilage school. She 
will continiiouslv feel backward and be 
forced to keep up with the crowd 
Likewise, other \oungstcrs may take to 
smoking and drinking thinking that 
they are smart Flow deceptive this 
whole thing is! ( an'l yon si'e that our 
generation is being made a fool ol and 
taken for a ride bv these false images? 
Crimes against women are increasing 
because roadside romens today believe 
that everv girl wants to sleep with 
them, given halt a chance Instances ol 
rape and Dirowing acid on girls aie 
becoming common. Somebody said ihat 
the media is gist a reporter. 1 disagree: 
the media has the power to change 
behaviour It is not merely a reporter 
but a mirror V\'e look in it lor ap|)ro\'al 
and lire willing to chiinge ourselves !•) 
keep up with the rest. lrri“sponsible and 
immature journalists want us to believe 
we are backward unless we acquire bad 
habits. It is lime somebody blew the lid 
off this flawed thinking and some 
responsibility came in portraying 
women in the media 

MissB 1 still think that you arc 
wrong and that the media is just doing 
its job. Many things have changed. Ciirls 


today arc much bolder. They are 
i hallenging nuile ideas about them. 

They are breaking into new* careers 
which tilJ now w'cre a male pre.serve. 
The men are being threatened and that 
is why they are complaining. Who are 
we to say what is right and w'hal is 
wrong? What is a bad habit for you 
may be a good habit for another. I think 
everyone should have the right to do as 
they like Coming back to the portrayal 
ol women in the media, 1 w'ould say 
that by and large, the porlrayal is quite 
all right. The obscene ads aiv the 
exceptions. In fact, if we did not make 
so much fuss about them, the ads 
wouKI have been unnoticed. Whcn.we 
get on our moral horses, we 
imnccessarily give importance to such 
ads, which is whal the advertiser 
wants. We shvmld learn to ignore these 
things. 

MrC Well, a lot of views laave been 
expressed. It may be said that none of us 
was against the independence of women. 
But at tlie same lime, it was telt that tlae 
inwiia was sometimes over-stepping itself 
liy writing about exieptions and 
projisting it as a ta*nct. Miuh of the 
proinisi nitv Ih.il we sw on television is a 
means to impixwe lelev ision ratings. 
Similarlv, inaga/ines publish questionable 
articles just to improve their readership. It 
is iiji to us to see lli.it the images we an* 
bomhardi’d with an* part of a pl.in to sell 
things. If we give up our achievement 
orientation and started lollowing the 
iiiiidels on television, young people 
will end up li'sing out on a chance to 
become professionals and acipun* 
higher education. If wi get involved in 
hov-friends, smoking and drinking, it 
is doubtful we can achieve anything. 
The independence shown on television 
is hut a mirage. True independence 
, can be achieved only through hard 
: work. It is ail very well to say that the 
! porlrayal of women in the media 
■ should be responsible, but it is 
; doubtful that it will change itself. So, 

! it is up to us to make intelligent 
I choices, because whatever we choose 
j today will result in the kind of life we 
. may have later on. 
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Test Whether yeu are Eve, Ear er 





By Bisivaraop Rny 
Chowdhury 


Last lime we explained lluil different 
type of persons find it easy to remember 
different type of information The key to 
improving memory is, therefore, finding out 
what kind of a person one is. 

We must distinguish among eye- 
minded, ear-minded and motor-minded 
persons, and for any kind of learning and 
memorising it is of utmost importance to 
know the type to which one belongs. 

H RE is a simple way 1o find out. Thc«‘ 
rc two procedures of doing so: one 
works better if you wish to test yourself, 
the other works better if you wish to test 
somebody else 

If you wish to test yourself, select two 
paragraphs ot equal length from a book. 
Each of them should be about half a page 
in length. Read the first of these 
paragraphs silently to yourself. Check the 
exact time you need tor retiding it Then 
write down on a piece ot paper what you 
remember. 

Having done this, ask somebody else 
to read the second ^Mragraph to you while 
you listen. The time needed for the 
reading must be exactly the same as the 
time which you spent in reading the first 
paragraph. When your triend has 
finished his reading, write again on a 
piece of paper whatever you remember. 
Then compare your tw'o papers and s^c 
whether you remembered more ot the 
paragraph you yourself read or ^e 
paragraph you listened to 

This experiment should be repeated 
at least three times With each new 
experiment, the length of the material used 
should vary in length. If you used half a 
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page the first time, choose a full page the 
second time and two pages the third time. 
Naturally, the material used in the 
listening and reading must always be of 
equal length, otherwise wrong results 
would be obtained. 

If you find that you remember more 
of those paragraphs which you read 
yourself, it means that you are 
preponderantly eye-minded, but if you 
remember more of the paragraphs that 
you listt'ned to, it means that you are car- 
minded. 

If you also wish to test whether or 
not you are motor-minded, copy the 
paragraphs in question for an additional 
test. It is easier to test someone else and 
he does not know in advance what the 
test means. Take the following list of ten 
words and read out the words to the 
person whom you are testing. Tell him 
to write on a piece of paper words, 
preferably nouns or verbs, which come 
to his mind immediately as he hears the 
word that you call out to him. Here is 
the list. 

l.wall 2. cake 

3. book 4. noise 

.S. file 6. river 

7. letter 8. bird 

9. flag 10. hat 

Now look at the words which your 
contestant wrote. Generally speaking, 
there are two possibilities The first is 
that he may have written words like 
these. 

1. Picture, paper, ceiling 

2. Hour, sugar, icing 

3. Page, illustration, text 

4. I mpeller, music, serene 

5. Paper, drawer, box 

6 Water, boat, fishing 

7. Envelope, typewriter, stamp 

8. Feather, wings, egg 

9. Cloth, mast, signal 

10. Ribbon, straw, felt 

The second possibility is that he may 


have written words like these; 

1 Hall, Ball, Value, Valet 

2. Make, Bake 

3. Look, Hook, Bug 

4. Poise, Choice, Moist 

5. Pile, Mile, Fine, Fire 

6. ],ives. Ringer 

7. Latter, Ladder, Ledger, Lecture 

8. Flirt, Hurt, Birth 

9. Bag, Drag 

10. Bat, Chat, Flat 

These words are just examples, and- 
the variety of words which your 
contestant may write in response to the 
words called out to him would be 
unlimited. Whatever the response, a 
survey of his answers will show whether 
more words are similar to the first group 
or whether more w'ords are similar to the 
second group. 

The examples of words in the first 
group are tliose which somebody with a 
\iiyid imagination would write—if he 
thinks of a wall, cake, book, and so on. 
The examples of words in the second 
group indicate words which are similai m 
soimd to the words which you called out 
to him. Theretore, it you check your 
friend's paper, you must compare the 
words that you gave him with the words 
that he wrote down 

If you find more words which belong 
to the first group, your friend is 
preponderantly eyL*-mindcd If you find 
more words on the paper whii h belong to 
the second group, he is preponderantly 
ear-minded. By checking the numbei of 
words belonging in each of these two 
groups, you ran even find the 
approximate percentage of his eye- or 
ear-mindedness. 

You can now see w’hy it is an 
advantage for your contestant not to know 
in advance the purpose of the test. If he 
know in advance, he would have become 
too conscious of the association which he 
forms. 






Combined Defence Services Exam Oct 5,1997 

1. The new flag of Hong Kong after 30th June, 1997 is: 

(a) five red stars only 

(!') red flag with petals and stars 
(f) red flag with petals and sickle and five Chinese stars 
(tl) red flag with a bauhinia flower embossed with Chinese 
five stars 

2. Civen below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion 
(A) and the other labelled as Reason (R); 

Assertion (A): Iron exposed to air gets rusted. 

Reason (R): An electrochemical cell is developed in iron. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R arc true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 

(10 Both .A and R arc true but R is NOT a correct 
explanation of A 
(r) A is true but R is false 
id) A is false but R is true 

.3 Which of the following ev ents are related to the history 
ol Binigal? 

1 The 'Black Hole' episode 

2. The I’indari War 

3. Dual Government (1767-72) 

4. Treaty of Bassein 

Sc'lecl the correi't answer from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(.i) I and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 
(r) 2 and 4 
id) 3 and 4 

4. Match List 1 with List II and .select the corn'd answer by 
using the codes given below the Lists- 


List I 

A. rounder of Genetics 

B. Reflex action 

C. Dynamite 
D Radium 

Codes: 


List II 

1. Pavlov 

2. Alfred Nobel 

3. G. Lipman 

4. G.I. Mendel 

5. Madam Curie 



(a) Charnockites (/») Dharw'arian 

(c) Deccan Trap id) Gondwana 

6. Match l.ist I with List II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes givi-n below the Lists. 


List I 

A. Jute 

B. Tea 

C. Rubber 

D Sugarcane 
Codes: 

A 


List II 

1. Assam 

2. Kerala 

3. West Bengal 

4. L3tac Pradesh 


5. The shaded areas show the geological system of: 


7 Which one of the following sets ol colou.'- combinalioas 
is added in colour vision in TV’ 

(rt) Red, green and blue 

(b) Diange, black and violet 

(c) White, red and yellow 

(d) Yellow, green and blue 

8. Jhansi was annexed to the British Indian territory in 
1854 under the: 

(a) Subsidiary Alliance (b) Mutual agreement 
(c) Passage of a separate charter 
id) Doctrine of Lapse 

9. The technique of "Transfer pricing" is generally used 
by MNCs in the host country to; 

(n) avoid paying taxes 
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(b) satisfy ihc demands of local elites 

(c) increase their sales (d) minimize their losses 

10. On April 24, W? a 5-nation demilitarisation accord was 
signed at Moscow providing for considerable troop reduction 
along their 7(X)0 km common border. Who were these signatories? 

(a) Rus.sia, China, Kazhakhstan, Kyrgyzsthnn, 7'ajikistan 

(b) Russia, Georgia, China, India, Chechnya 

(r) Russia, China, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzsthan, Tajikistan 

(d) None of the above 

11. The Vernacular Press Act was passed by; 

(a) Warren Hastings (/>) Cornwallis 

(f) Ualhousie (d) Lytton 

12. Which one of the following is an endocrine gland of 
human orgtin? 

(a) Gall Bladder (h) Liver (c) Testis (d) Breast 

1.5. The Narasimhan Committee was set up in the year 1991 

to suggest reforms in the; 

(n) financial sector 

(b) tax collection and administration 

(c) functioning of stock exchanges 

{ (d) system of administered prices 

14. According to the latest census, the hmvut literacy rate is 
in: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh 

L ) Bihar (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

15. Who among the following was tire first woman President 
of the Indian National Congress? 

(a) Vijaya Likshmi Pandit (b) Sarojini Naidu 
j (f) Indira Gandhi (d) Annie Besant 

: 16. Match List I witli List IT and select the correct answer by 

J using the codes given below the Lists: 

Lisl I List II 

(Railway Zones) (llcadijuarlcis) 

i A. North Pastern Railway 1. Madras 

B. Central Railway 2. Calcutta 

j C. South Central Railway ,5. Bombay 

'j D. South tastern Railway 4 Secunderabad 

j 5. Ciorakhpur 

; Codes; 

1 ABC D 

; (fi) 5 .5 4 2 

, (/)) 2 4 15 

i ((•; 5 4 I .5 

i (d) 2 7, 1 4 

j 17. Van't Hoff was the first Nobel laureate in Chemistry, 
j Which one of the following is NOT his contribution? 
j (rt) I ,aws of chemical kinetics 

j (/') I,aws of Osmotic Pressure 

I (c) Theory of Electrolytic Dissociation 

I (d) Chemical Stereochemistry 

j 18. Under the latest voluntary disclosure scheme, the 
! companies will have to pay tax at the rate of: 
i (a) SS-A (b) 30% (r) 25% (d) 40% 

19. Simon Commission visited India during the: 
i (fl) Civil Disobedience Movement 
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(f>) Non-Cooperation movement 

(c) Swadeshi movement 

(d) Quit India movement 

20. The volcano, Vesuvius lies in: 

(fl) Colombia {b) Indonesia (c) Italy (d) Japan 

21. Which one of the following scientists made Nylon? 

(fl) Walter Himt (b) WH. Carolhers 

(c) C.F. Kcttkekring (d) W.L. Judson 

22. In case of any conflict between Union laws and State 
laws, the Union law shall prevail. Which one of the following 
Articles of the Constitution of India provides for this? 

(n) Article 254 (b) Article 356 

(c) Article 112 (d) Article 21 

23. Bhatnagar award is given for significant contribution in 
the field of; 

(fl) Science and Technology (b) Literature 

(c) Economics (d) Performing art 

24. With the increase in the bank rate by the RBI: 

(fl) credit will become cheaper 

(b) the terms of the credit will remain unaffected 

(c) credit will become costlier 

(d) the terms of inter-bank credit will become cheaper 

25. What is the correct chronological order in which the 
following movements took place in India? 

1. Quit India Movement 

2. Civil Disobedience Movement 

3. Swadeshi Movement 4. Non-iooperation Movement 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
Codes: 

(fl) 3, 4, 2, 1 fb.) 4, 3, 2, 1 (c) 3,4, 1, 2 (d) 4, 3, 1. 2 

26. If the Sun rises at C'alcutta (80" .30’ E) at 25 minutes past 
6, what will be the time of sunrise at Bombay (72" 45' E)? 

(fl) 5.56 (b) 6.56 (r) 7.5h (d) 8.56 

27. The nutrients that are essential for syn'.hesis ol 
haemoglobin would include; 

(fl) calcium, phosphorus and iron 

(b) vitamin A and protein 

(c) vitamin B,,, iron and folic acid 

(d) B vitamins and iron 

28. The cold water current shown in the given map is- 



(fl) Antilles current 
{b) Falkland current 
fc) Humboldt current 
(d) Northern Drift 

29. The people of Mesolithic age used: 

(a) small stones as hx>is 

(1)) quartzite as tool material 

(c) iron tools 

((f) tools made of copper 

30, Under the Constitution of India, if a person is chosen a 
member of both the Parliament and of a House of the Legislature 
of a State, he; 

(fl) can continue as a member of both Houses 
{b) has to vacate his seat in the Parliament 

(c) has to vacate his scat in the State legislature 

(d) has to vacate his seat in any one of the two 
.31. The Tropic of Cancer passes through: 

(fl) Ahmedabad (b) Allahabad 

(c) Bhopal (d) Panchi 

32. The local name of Mohenjodaro is; 

(fl) Mound of the survivor 

(b) Mound of the great 

(r) Mound of the dead 

((f) Mound of the living 

33. The Vice-President ot India is elected by an electoral 
college consisting of the members of. 

(fl) 1 .ok Sabha (b) Rajya Sabha 

(c) both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

((f) the Legislative Assemblies of the States 

34. Which one ot the following has been denoted as 'Green 
Fuel'’ 

(fl) CN(i (b) Gobar gas 

(f) Unleaded Petrol (tf) LPG 

35. Which one of the following will travel fastest in air’ 

(fl) Sound (b) Light 

(c) Rocket (d) Supersonic air-craft 

36. The dotted areas in the given map represent the 
cultivation of which one of the following crops? 



(fl) Groundnut (!>) Maize 

(c) Millets (d) Tobacco 


PBJECTiVE*TYPE QUEENS! 


37. Which one of the following sets of Indus Valley sites is 
at present in the Indian territory? 

(fl) Harappa and Ropar j 

(fi) Kalibangam and Mohenjodaro ' j 

(c) Kot Diji and Chanhudaro I 

((f) Ixithal and Kalibangam I 

38. The Lok Sabha can be dissolved before the expiry of its I 
normal five-year term by: 

(fl) the Prime Minister 

(b) the Speaker of Lok Sabha 

(f) the President on the recommendation of the Prime 
Minister 

((f) none of the above 

39. Which one of the following is the micro-organism 
responsible for the process resulting in the production of ethanol 
and carbon dioxide from starch or sugar? 

(fl) Acetobacter (b) Yeast 

(c) Aspergillus niger (d) Chlorella 

40. Match the mountains labelled A, B, C and D in the given 
map with the names numbered 1 to 5 in the List and select the 
correct answer using the codes given below the List: 



f.h/ 


1. ('aiicasus 

2. Khingan 

3 Stranovoy 

4 Carpathians 
5. Atlas 
Codes: 


ABC I) 

{«) 5 13 2 

(h) 2 3 1 4 

(c) 5 4 12 

((f) 2 3 4 5 

41 The Brahmanas are books that deal with: 

(fl) Yoga (fl) Ritualism 

(c) Meditation (d) The Bhakti cult 

42. Writs under Article 32 of Indian Constitution can be 
Issued by: 


(u) U)k Sabha 
(c) The Supreme Court 
43. Guava is a rich source of: 
(fl) Vitamin C 
(c) Vitamin A 


(b) The President 
(d) The Prime Minister 

(b) Vitamin D 
(d) Calcium 


I 

t 


I 

i 

I 


I 

I 

i 

I 

i 

i 

! 

i 
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44. The orbit.ll motion of the earth around the sun results in 
{a) apparent easterly motion of the sun among the stars 
(/>) apparent westerly motion of the sun among the stars 
(t ) absence of any apparent motion of the sun, since it is 
a star 

id) apparent movement of the stars in the celestial sphere 
4.‘i Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer by 


using tlic codes given below the Lists: 


List 1 

IJsl U 

1 (Seismic areas) 

(Causes of enrtlujuaki’s) 

1 A. Pacific coast 

1. Plate movement 

I B. North India 

2. Volcanicity 

i C. Atkintic Ridge 

3. Rift valley 

i D. Eastern Africa 

4. Mountain building 

1 Codes: 


i A B 

C D 

(a) 1 4 

3 2 

(b) 2 4 

1 3 

(c) 4 3 

1 2 

(d) 2 1 

4 3 


46. Wliich of the following statements are rcleviint to the 
Kushana period? 

1. Gandhara style of sculpture came into prominence 

2. Fa-hien visited India 

3. f'Old coin was issued in India for the first time 

4. Second Buddhist Sangits was held 

Select the rorrccl .inswer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 alone (10 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 2 and 4 (rf) 1 and 3 

! 47. The Indian Constitution is. 

i (rt) federal (6) non-tederal 

1 (c) unitary (i/) quasi-fedcral 

i 48. Which one of the Ldlowing is an example of hereditary 
; disease? 

; (a) AIDS (b) Haemophilia 

' (c) Syphilis (rf) Xeroplhalmia 

4‘>. Concept of Geostationarv orbit w.is suggestixl by: 

; la) C.R. Rao (6) R.K. Dowbey 

; (c) Arthur C. Clarke (</) S. Rajgopalan 

; SO. W'hieh one of the following types of weathering is 
' common liotli In the cold and in the hot climate regions? 
tdl I'xfolidtion 
do Ciranular disintegration 
(c) Bloi k disintegration 
((/) (.'arbonation 

.31 Which one ot the following ancient Indian rulers 
' conquered lav.i and Sumatra? 

(rt'i Samudragupta (b) Vikramaditya 

I (c) Rajaraja Chola 1 (d) Kajendra Chiila I 

I 52. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
I Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

! Aitscrfion (A): The Constitution of India established a 
! Parliamentary system of government botli at the Centre and in 
the States. 
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Reason (R): The political leaders, the Commonwealth of Indw | 
Bill, the Nehru Report and the Sapru Report all envisaged a i 
Parliamentary system of Government for the Constitution of | 
India. j 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the ! 
following is correct? 

(rt) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 

(h) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a correct i 
explanation of A j 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

53. Consider the following statements: | 

]. In photosynthesis, carbon dioxide is consumed and oxygen 

is liberated. ; 

2. Chlorophyll is a must for photosynthesis in plants ' 

3. Photosynthesis is a unique function ot underground : 
modisfuci roots. 

Of these statements 
(n) 1, 2 and 3 are correct 

(b) 1 and 2 are correct 

(c) 2 and 3 are correct 

(d) 1 and 3 are correct 

54. The sea-route (rom l.ondon to Bombay docs not touch , 
(rt) Alexandria 

(b) Aden 
(f) Gibraller 
(d) Suez 

55 Who founded 'MATTHAS' (ninths) in tlie four corner , 
of India? 

(a) Madhvcirhary.i 

(b) Shankaracharya 

(c) Bhaskar.ichaiya 

(d) Kaniantijacharya 


ANSWERS 


1. (d) 

2. (c) 

3. (rt) 

4. (c) 

5. (d) 

6. (rt) 

7 tii) 

8. (d) 

4. (rt) 

10. (rt) 

11. (:/) 

12 (h, 

1.3. (rt) 

14. (r) 

38..54"/!. 

L5. (d) 

16. (rt) 

17. (c) 

18 (rt) 

19 (b; 

20. (c) 

21. (b) 

22, (rt) 

23. (rt) 

24. (c) 

25. (rt) 

2b. (b) 

27. (./) 



28. (i) (It is also 

called Peril 

ciirrciif) 


29. (rt) 

30. (d) 

31. (d) 

32. (c) 

.33. (c) 

34. (b) 

.35. (b) 

36. (rt) 

37. (d) 


38. (d) The President himself has the power to diswl 


Siibha. 




39. (b) 

40. (c) 

41. (b) 

42. (c) 

43. (rt) 

44. (c) 

45. (rt) 

46. (a) 

47. (a) 

48. (c) 

49. (c) 

50. (a) 

51. (d) 

52. (f) 

53. (b) 

54. (rt) 

55. (b) 





(Balance questions and answers 
will appear in July, 1998 issue). 
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USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Hems 1 to 15) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences are given. The sentences are in three 
separate parts and each one is labelled (a), 
(fi), (c). Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error in any part. No 
sentence has more than one error. When 
you find an error in any one of the parts (a, 
h or c), indicate your response on the sepa¬ 
rate Answer Sheet at the appropriate space. 
You may feel that there is no error in a sen¬ 
tence. In that case letter 'd' will signify a 
'No error' response. 

(/;) You are to indicate only one re¬ 
sponse for each item in your Answer Sheet. 
(If you indicate more than one response, 
your answer will be considered wrong). 
Errors may be in grammar, word usage or 
idioms. There may be a word missing or 
there may be a word which should be re¬ 
moved. 

(Hi) You are not required to correct the 
error. You are required only to indicate your 
response on the Answer Sheet. 

Examples P and Q have been solved 
for you. 

P The young child(fl) singedffi) a very 
sweet song.(t') No error.(d) 

Q. We worked (fl) \’ery hard(/*' through¬ 
out the season.(c) No error.(d) 

Explanation: In item P, the word 
'singed' is wrong. The letter under this part 
is 'b'; so 'b' is tlie correct answer. Similarly, 
for item Q, 'd' is the correct answer, as the 
sentence does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1. A team of three Indians, two Cana¬ 
dians and three Japaneseffl) was successful 
in climbing the highest mountain peak 
on(b) its third attempt.(c) No error.(d) 

2. He enquired me(fl) why I had not 
seen him the previous day(b) as I had prom¬ 
ised to do.(c) No error.(d) 

3. She hardly knew how to do that 


problem,(a) and so went to her teacher, and 
asked her,(l)) "How this problem is to be 
solved?"(c) No error.(ii) 

4. Samir, who is a close friend of 
mine,(a) told me that he was smelling(f>) 
the rice from a distance of fifty yards while 
coming to my house.(c) No error.{(f) 

5. Most of the members at the meet¬ 
ing felt(fl) that the group appointed for 
investigating the case(b) were not compe¬ 
tent to do the job efficiently.(f) No error.(d) 

6. It docs not matter how you do it; (a) 
what I want is that(b) you should finish 
the work within a month.(c) No ertor.ftO 

7. It is timefn) we should accept all 
our people as equals(b) and as partners in 
the task of building a strong and united 
nation.(c) No error,(d) 

8. Every motorist knows,(£i) road 
signs—whether symbols or colour codes— 
have an immediacy(b) that neither the spo¬ 
ken nor the written word can match.(c) No 
error.(d) 

9. I had hoped to have met him 
yesterday(fl) to discuss the matter with 
him,(b) but he was not in his house; and so 
I could not meet him.(c) No error.(d) 

10. If we'd have heard about the auc¬ 
tion in timc,(n) we'd have probably pul b 
a bid(b) for the exquisite statue.(c) No 
error.fd) 

11 I fail to understand(a) why he le- 
plied in negativefb) when the proposal was 
in his favour.(c) No error.((i) 

12. Though he stoutly persisted m 
denying his involvement in the case,(a) the 
facts made it very clearfb) that he had hand 
in the cruel murder of his wife.(c) No 
error.(d) 

13. Please try to understandfa) that the 
dispute on this issue is between my brother 
and myself,(b) and concerns nobody else.(c) 
No error.(£f) 

14. Regretfully, profits earned by your 
company(a) fell by 20 per cent last year(b) 
despite higher sales.(c) No error.(if) 


15. In the interim penou, \ ai lou - ■ in¬ 
dent groups, in small numbers,(i3) met me 
and informed that the notice for strike(b) 

I was issued without proper consultation.(c) 
No ermr.(d) 

Sentence Improvement (Items 16 to 30) 

Directions; 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possible substitutions foi the under¬ 
lined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
your response on the Answer Sheet against 
the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). If 
none of the substitutions improve the sen¬ 
tence, indicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet, Thus a 'No improvement' 
response will be signified by the letter (d). 

Examples R and S have been solved 
for you. 

R. The young child sung a very sweet 
song. 

! (a) singed the 

I (b) singed 

i (c) sang a 

I (d) No improvement 


(a) 1 already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) I twice have already read this 
book. 

(c) I have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement 

Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sanj? a very 
sweet song." 'c' is therefore, the correct 
answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. None of 
the changes suggested will iir»prove it. 'd' 
is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, appropri¬ 
ate word usage or idioms. There may be a 
necessary word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed. 
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Nmo attempt items 16 to 30. 

16.1 am sure you maybe a good crick¬ 
eter if you had not wasted your time on 
trifles. 

(a) must be 

(b) will be 

(c) might have been 

(d) No improvement 

17. It is better to love and lose than 
not to have loved at all. 

(fl) be loved and lost 

(b) have loved and lost 

(c) have been loved and lost 

(d) No improvement 

18. We have received no message from 
our friend since he had gone to London. 

(a) had been gone to I^ndon 

(b) has gone to London 

(c) went to London 

(d) No improvement 

19. If they were knowing about the 
crab, they would not have decided to pic¬ 
nic there. 

(a) had known 
(fc) knew 

(c) did know 

(d) No improvement 

20. They have not spoken to each other 
since they quarrelled. 

(a) b^ause 

(b) for 

(c) ever since 

(<0 No improvement 

21. Eggs are usually sold in the dozen. 
(fl) by the dozen 

(h) by dozen 

(c) in dozen 

(d) No improvement 

22.1 will tell you it and when it will be 
completed. 

(a) it would be completed 

(b) it will be complete 

(c) it is completed 

(a) No improvement 

23.1 have great pleasure in seeing you 
this morning. 

(a) to see 
(h) unseeing 
(f) for seeing 

(d) No improvement 

24. If you were the Prime Minister of 

end unemployment? 

(a) will you take 

(b) will you be taking 

(c) would you take 
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(d) No improvement 

25. Never use a metaphor, simile, or 
other figure of speech which you are used 
to see in print. 

(fl) used to see printed 

(b) used to seeing in print 

(c) used to in print 

(d) No improvement 

26. A high school student is not even 


Physics. 

(a) does not understand even 

(b) was not even understanding 

(c) has even not understood 

(d) No improvement 

27. The four-wheeler sector in the 
automobile industry comprises of cars, 
jeeps and commercial vehicles. 

(fl) combines of 

(b) comprises 

(c) compose 

(d) No improvement 

28. His uncle is enough rich to pay for 
his expenses. 

(fl) rich enough 

(b) too rich 
(f) very rich 

(d) No improvement 

29. My friend did not hesitate to avail 
of the opportunity to go abroad for higher 
studies. 

(n) avail himself by 

(b) avail himself of 

(c) avail up 

(d) No improvement 

30. Something must have come about 
him; otherwise he would not have behaved 
in the way he did. 

(fl) over 

(b) on 

(c) for 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 31 to 40) 
Directions: 

Ill this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are underlined. 
You may also find only a group of words 
which is underlined. For each underlined 
part, four vvords/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word nearest in meaning to the 
underlined part. 

Example E is solved for you. '' 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(fl) verbose 


(b) involved 

(c) lucid 

(d) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' the word "lu¬ 
cid" is nearest in meaning to the word 
"transparent". So 'c' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

31. As soon as he finished his speech, 
there was spontaneous applause from the 
audience. 

(fl) well-timed 

(b) willing 

(c) instinctive 

(d) instantaneous 

32. The soldier proved his mettle in 
the battlefied. 

(fl) persistence 

(b) stamina and strengtli ' 

(c) courage and eiidurancr 

(d) heroism 

33. The leader nodded his a pproba- - 

lion 

(fl) understanding 

(b) approval 

(c) admiration 

(d) appreciation 

34. The tablet allev iated the pain, and 
the patient was soon feeling much better. 

(fl) mitigated 

(b) moderated 
(f) removed 
(d) lightened 

35. She baffled all our attempts to find 
her. 

(fl) defeated 

(b) thwarted 

(c) foiled 

(d) circumvented 

36. Instead of putting up a united front 
against tlie common enemy, the medieval 
States frittered away their energy in 

(n) mutually destructive 

(b) baneful 

(c) pernicious 

(d) detrimental 

37. The bullet wound proved to be 
fatal and the soldier died immediately. 

(fl) grievous 

(b) dangerous 

(c) serious 

(d) deadly 

38. When I look back over the war¬ 
time years I cannot help feeling that time 
is an inadequate and even capricious mea¬ 
sure of their duration—at one moment they 



m 
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seem so long, at another so short. 

(a) misleading 

{b) whimsical 

(c) erratic 

(<0 unpredictable 

39. Tire underworld still makes solid 
profit out of illicit liquor. 

(fl) indigenous 

(b) illegitimate 

(c) illegal 

(d) country 

40. Silence is mandatory for medita¬ 
tion to be effective. 

{a) compulsory 

(b) necessary 

(c) required 

(d) ne^ed 

Antonyms (Items 41 to 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
word or a phra.se which is underlined in 
the sentence given. It is followed by four 
words or phrases. Select the word or phrase 
which is closest to the opposite in meaning 
of the underlined word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(fl) lazy 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 

(d) casual 

Ex/tlaiiaHoii: The word which is near¬ 
est opposite in meaning to the underlined 
word "smart" is "lazy". So 'n' is the correct 
answer. 

Noil’ attempt items 41 to 50 

41. The officer asked the clerk to expe¬ 
dite the matter. 

(a) postpone 

(b) defer 

(c) adjourn 

(d) delay 

42 It was done in a haphazard manner. 

(a) planned 

(b) excellent 

(c) extraordinary 

' (d) designed 

43. The result of the tournament gave 
them a sense of elation. 

(a) despondency 

(b) misery 

(c) disappointment 

(d) despair 

' 44. The members thought that the task 
was feasible. 

(a) impractical 


(h) impossible 

(c) difficult 

(d) impracticable 

45. You can hardly find any trace of 
humility in the man. 

(a) pride 

(h) insolence 

(c) arrogance 

(d) conceit 

46. He is the most prudent person I 
have ever come across. 

(rt) shortsighted 

(b) reckless 

(f) inconsiderate 

(d) injudicious 

47. The atmosphere in the institute he 
had newly joined was con genial to re¬ 
search. 

(a) disagreeable for 
(fi) inconvenient for 

(c) unpleasant for 

(d) unsuitable for 

48.1 was surprised at his siiff atti¬ 
tude. 

(a) courteous 
(i>) flexible 
(cl soft 
(d) lively 

49. Because ot the economy drive, 
they very unwillingly surrendered some 
superfluous posts 

(a) important 
(Ir) relevant 
(c) significant 
(if) essential 

50.1 abhor the ideas he sometimes 
expresses. 

(fl) admire 

(b) rcspi*ct 
(f) applaud 
td) appreciate 

SELECTING WORDS 

Simple Sentences (Items 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each of the following sentences has a 
blank space and four words given after 
the sentence. Select whichever word you 
consider most appropriate for the blank 
space and indicate your choice on the 
Answer Sheet. 

Nm attempt items 51 to 60. 

51._from the campaigns 

have been used to buy medical supplies, 
food and educational materials. 

(a) Revenue 


(b) Profit 

(c) Proceed 
(if) Proceeds 

52. When I joined the flying club, my 
instructor gave me the first lecture on the 
_^of flying. 

(a) foundations 
(fr) basics 
(c) need 
(if) tlieory 

53. You must vour house 

in order before you venture to offer advice 
to others. 

(a) arrange 

(b) bring 

(c) set 

(if) organize 

54. Fact is often stranger than_. 

(a) fancy 

(b) fiction 

(c) imagination 
(if) dream 

55. It is becoming increasingly difficult 
for a hou^wife to pick up a genuine article 

from the crowd of the_ones in a 

store. 

(ir) fake 
(fr) duplicate 
(c) counterfeit 
(if) spurious 

56. His rustic and robust humour was 

an embarrassment to the_.sensibilit)' 

of the young ladies. 

(n) fragile 

(b) delicate 
(f) soft 
(if) sober 

57. His teacher said that his comments 

on his performance wa# not to demoralize 
him but to_him to do stdl better. 

(fl) encourage 

(b) persuade 

(c) instruct 
(if) goad 

58. Diseases are easily_through 

contact with infected animals 

(fl) transferred 

(b) transported 

(c) transmitted 
(if) transplanted 

59. The_effect of suitably cho¬ 

sen films on children's minds oinnot be 
overestimated. 

(a) educational 

(b) debilitating 
(r) baneful 
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(d) educalive 

60. A number of scientists in the coun¬ 
try think that tliey are on the_of a 

major ba‘aklhruugli. 

(rt) periphery 
(h) threshold 
(c) Kate way 
fiO frontier 

COMPREHENSION 
(Items 61 to SO) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short 
passages. After each passage you will 
find five items based on the passage. 
First, read Passage I and attempt the 
items based on it. Then go on to the next 
passage. 

Examples T and ']' are solved for you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it pragmatic 
or otherwise, a basic fact that confronts us 
squarely and uranistakenly is the desire for 
peace, security and happiness. Different 
forms of life at different levels of existence 
make up the teeming denizens of this earth 
of ours. And, no matter whether they be¬ 
long to the higher groups such as human 
beings or to the lower groups such as ani¬ 
mals, all beings primarily seek peace, com¬ 
fort and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the lowliest 
insect strives for protection against dan¬ 
gers that threaten its life. Just as each one 
of us wants to live and not to die, so do ail 
othtr creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 
(.i) different lorms of life are found 

on earth 

(b) diffej'.nt levels ot existence arc 
possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the chief 
goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of tlie following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in developing the 
author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive ol a creature 
is identified with a desire for 
peace 

(c) All beings are divided into higher 
and lower groups 


(d) A parallel is drawn between 

” happiness and life and pain and 
death 

explanation. 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and security 
are the chief goals of all living beings', 
which is response (c). So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 

J The best assumption underlying the 
passage is 'The will to survive of a creature 
is identified with a desire for peace', which 
is response (b). So ‘b’ is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 61 to 90. 

Passage I 

There is no general agreement about 
how the planets were formed. The most 
widely accepted theory is that about 5000 
million years ago swirling clouds of mat¬ 
ter began to condense. Through the action 
of centrifugal force, the heavier molecules 
were concentrated near the centre of the 
eddies, and the lighter, gaseous material 
was thrown out towards the periphery. 
Such is the theory. What is known is that 
nine satellites began orbiting round the sun. 
These are the planets. 

The planet on which man lives is the 
third closest to the sun, with the third short¬ 
est orbit. It also has somedring none of the 
others has—an atmosphere that can sup¬ 
port life in all the manifold forms that exist 
on our planet. There may be satellites cir¬ 
cling other stars in other parts of the uni¬ 
verse that have the right ingredients for 
some sort of life to evolve, but the earth is 
the only one in the solar system. 

61. The theory of the formation of the 
planets 

(a) is generally agreed upon by ev¬ 
eryone 

(b) is a debatable one 

(c) covers a very wide area 

(d) is fairly well-known 

62. According to the passage, the plan¬ 
ets are: 

(..^ nothing but condensed clouds 

(b) a collection of gaseous material 

(c) a collection of condensed swirl¬ 
ing material 

(d) a collection of centrifugal forces 

63. One essential differoice between 
the earth and the other planets is that 

(a) the atmosphere of the earth 
makes possible the presence of 


life on it 

(b) the earth draws the heavier 
molecules into its centre through 
the action of centrifugal force 

(c) only the earth is on the periph¬ 
ery of the solar system 

(d) the earth has the capacity to come 
into closer contact with the sun 

64. The writer claims that the life-sup¬ 
porting atmosphere 

(a) is there on other planets in the 
solar system 

(b) may be there on other satellites 
in the universe 

(c) mav evolve on other satellites 
circling otlier stars in the uni¬ 
verse 

(d) carmot evolve anywhere outside 
the earth 

65. A planet is a ‘heavenly body' 
which moves round 

(a) the sun 

(b) a star 

(c) a satellite of the solar system 

(d) the universe 

Passage II 

A mask is a covering for the head or 
face. It was one of the first ways in which 
primitive man expressed his artistic in¬ 
stinct. Primitive tribes used masks to en¬ 
sure a good harvest, a safe hunt, and to 
ward off evil. Masks were also worn by 
merrymakers at festivals. 

Masks of change are believed ‘o turn 
the wearer into the spirit, animal or de¬ 
mon that the mask depicts. Thus tlie sha¬ 
man (medical man) masks of tlie Eskimos 
are supposed to establish a mystic Unk witli 
the spirit concerned. They induce a state of 
trance and possession before effecting a 
cure. 

66. To the primitive man, the mask was 
an indication of 

(a) his instinct of fear 

(b) his desire to hide his identity 

(c) his aesthetic and creative sense 

(d) the expression of his identity 

67. The wearing of mask was sup¬ 
posed to 

(a) ensure regular rainfall 

(b) protect the masked person from 
the elements 

(c) safeguard the masked person 
from the evil spirit 

(d) differentiate the members of one 
tribe from another 
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68. 'Masks of change' were supposed 
to 

(a) transform the masked person 
into what the mask depicted 

{b) help actors to play several roles 

(c) be worn only by the older mem¬ 
bers of the tribe 

(d) drive out d\e ghosts that haunted 
the homes of tribesmen. 

69. The masks worn by shamans 
helped them 

(fl) conceal their identity while at¬ 
tempting to cure a sick person 

(b) create a link with the spirits in 
order to cure the sick 

(f) overcome their shyness 
(d) protect themselves from infec¬ 
tion 

70. In order to cure a patient, the sha¬ 
man tried to 

(fl) make him aware of his disease 
(6) hypnotize him 

(c) scare him of the dangers of sick¬ 
ness 

(d) subjugate him 
Passage III 

Winston Churchill was lecturing in 
Toronto when the amplifying system broke 
down. Angry cries of Louder! Louder! be¬ 
gan at once. 

Churchill raised his hand for quiet. 
Grasping his portable microphone which 
hung from his lapel, he held it afloat for all 
to see and with a dramatic gesture flung it 
to the ground where it smashed to pieces. 

I'hen he thundered, "Now that we 
have exhausted the resources of science, 
we shall fall back upon mother Nature!" 

71. The audience got angry because 
(fl) Churchill's lecture was boring 

(b) they did not like his views 

(c) Churchill criticised them 

(d) they were unable to hear him 

72. When the audience started shout¬ 
ing Churchill 

(fl) got irritated 

- (b) raised his hand to pacify them 

(c) threatened them with a raised 
hand 

(d) abandoned his speech 

73. The microphone was 
(fl) on the dais 

(b) in Churchill's hand 

(c) attached to the collar of his coat 

(d) hanging in the air 

74. Churchill flung the microphone 


with a dramatic gesture because he 

(fl) wanted to win the audience 

(b) was angry 

(c) wanted to show his power 

(d) was unhappy with the audisree 

75. After smashing the microphone 
Churchill 

(fl) condemned scientific instru¬ 
ments 

(ft) asked for another microphone 

(c) resumed his speech 

(d) told the audience that he was 
exhausted 

Passage IV 

In the wealthier nations, newspapers 
were now produced in such large num¬ 
bers as to bring about the emergence of 
what is called the mass-circulation press. 
Advances in education had made literacy 
progress and more and more people were 
able to buy newspapers, both because 
wages had risen and because the newspa¬ 
pers were cheaper. Other factors favouring 
the mass press included the adoption of 
printing techniques which introduced long 
runs; circulation by railways and other fast 
means of transport, the financial support 
provided by advertising; and, not least, 
the increased flow of up-to-date news 
transmitted by telegraph, telephones, fax 
and e-mail services. 

76. The phrase 'mass circulation press' 
means the press 

(fl) that is owned by a very laige 
number of people 

(ft) that responds to opinions of the 
masses 

(c) that has a large circulation 
among the masses 

(d) that is popular among the 
masses 

77. More and more people are able to 
buy newspapeis now b«ause 

(fl) thev have become cheaper than 
before 

(ft) more people ate educated now 
than ever before 

(c) they are easily available in shops 
and news stalls 

(</) they have become more inter¬ 
esting than ever before 

78. The improvement in the economic 
conditions of the people has led people to 

(fl) give up the habit of newspaper 
reading in favour of popular 
entertairunents 


(ft) buy newspapers 

(c) have better education 

(d) go in for sensational itewspapers 
and magazines 

79. Newspapers are easily available 
everywhere because of the easy availabil¬ 
ity of 

(a) televisions and other electronic 
devices 

(ft) fax machines 

(c) telegraphs and telephones 
{d) fast means of transport 

80. According to this passage, the 
mass production of newspapers has be¬ 
come possible because 

(fl) newsprint is easily available 
(ft) big business houses are inter¬ 
ested in promoting their sales 
(f) the increase in advertisement has 
augmented their financial sup¬ 
port 

(d) the government agencies are in¬ 
terested in popularising their 
views through them 

Passage V 

Men have never succeeded in keep¬ 
ing free from war in the past. Nor are they 
likely to do so in the future as long as they 
are organised in separate nation states, each 
of which is in control of its own army, navy 
and air force and each of which is, there¬ 
fore, able to plunge the world into war 
whenever the governor or the dictator, who 
happens to control the government, be¬ 
lieves, however, wrongly, that he can ob- 
ta'ii an advantage for himself and his 
country by so doing. Only some torm of 
world government which controls all the 
world's armed forces and against which 
no single nation or group of nations could 
wage war since they would not have the 
wherewithal to do so, can finally save the 
world from war. 

Secondly, science, by accelerating 
man's speed of movement, has made the 
world into a single whole. Hence, any war 
which broke out anywhere will destroy the 
whole of civilisation and not merely some 
part of it, the part affected by the war, as 
has been the case in the past. That is why 
the new powers conferred upon man by 
science increasingly demand a world gov¬ 
ernment if they are not to result in man's 
destruction. 

81. According to the writer, w'ars oc- 
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cur because 

{a) some governments are run by 
thoughtless dictators 
{b) large nations want to dominate 
small nations 

(c) armed forces provoke them 

(d) the interest of different nation¬ 
states clash very often 

82. The need for a world government 
is all the more urgent in modern times 
because 

(a) all nations are sick and tired of 
wars 

(ft) scientific development has made 
national boundaries redundant 
(f) nation-states are equipped with 
deadly weapons to destroy one 
another 

(d) civilization has advanced so 
much that internationalism has 
replaced the concept of nation¬ 
alism 

83. The writer pleads strongly for the 
elimination of war because it would 

(ti) destroy precious resources that 
can be used for social develop¬ 
ment 

(ft) lead to death and injuries on a 
large scale 

(c) benefit the ruler or the dictator 
(tf) destroy the whole civilization 

84. In order to have a world without 
war, the writer wants to 

(fl) eliminate clash of interest be¬ 
tween nation-states 
(ft) rule out the possibility of a coun¬ 
try being ruled by a dictator 
(r) strengthen democracy 
(ti) deprive the nation-states of di¬ 
rect control over their defence 
services 

85. According to the passage, one of 
the main achievements of science is 

(n) the invention of fast-moving 
vehicles 

(ft) the exploitation ol natural re¬ 
sources of the world 

(c) integration of mankind into a 
single unit 

(d) international control over na¬ 
tion-states 

Passage VI 

Recently, a newspaper article mourned 
the total disappearance of the common 
house sparrow. This was a comnnent on the 
city's perceptible move towards edging out 


the flora and fauna of the city. In the rapid 
urbanisation, multi-storeyed apartments 
grew and large-scale Ming of trees became 
necessary. Last week, however, seven pairs 
of these sparrows were spotted in a sub¬ 
urb. Possibly the greenery of this place has 
created a new habitat for these birds which 
have liked their proximity to human be¬ 
ings, and have made a come-back. A sys¬ 
tematic development of trees and shrubs 
all over the city could woo the absentee 
house sparrow to our midst. 

86. According to the passage the house 
sparrows 

(n) have already become an endan¬ 
gered species 

(ft) have been systematically driven 
out of the cities 

(c) like to live in small towns 

(d) do not like to live in areas which 
do not have greenery 

87. The decrease in ttie number of house 
sparrows in urban areas is because of 

(fl) the felling of trees 

(ft) poor maintenance of gardens 

(c) severe water shortage 

(d) their being driven out by the 
residents 

88. In this passage the term 
'urbanisation' has bwn used to refer to 

(a) the destruction of the greenery 
in the city 

(ft) construction of concrete struc¬ 
tures on a large scale 

(c) a cliange over from the rural life 
to the city life 

(d) the movement of people from 
villages to cities 

89. The phrase 'absentee house spar¬ 
row' refers to 

(it) the sparrow that makes infre¬ 
quent visits 

(ft) the sparrow that has forgotten 
its habitat 

(f) the sparrow that has gone away 
from the urban areas 

(«/) the sparrow that has become 
extinct 

90. According to the passage, the birds 
have made a come-back to the suburb be¬ 
cause they 

(fl) have been hunted down by the 
village people 

(ft) love to be amidst human beings 

(c) get food only where human Ire- 
ings live 


(d) they have been deliberately 
brought back by biologists 

ORDERING OF WORDS 
IN A SENTENCE 

(Items 91 to 100) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there is 
a sentence of which some parts have been 
jumbled up. You are required to rearrange 
these parts which are labelled P, Q, R and 
S to produce the correct sentence. Choose 
the proper sequence and mark in yo^i 
Answer Sheet accordingly 

Example Z; 

It is well-known that (P) the effect 
(Q) is very bad (R)on children (S) of cin¬ 
ema. 

The proper seouence should be 
(fl) PSRQ'(ft) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explanation The proper way of writ¬ 
ing the sentence is 'It is well-known that 
the effect of cinema on children is verv bad.' 
This is indicated by the sequence PSRQ 
and so ‘a’ is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 91 to 100. 

91. It is very easy (P) a great deal more 
tlian one realizes (Q) may mean (R) that a 
phrase that one does not quite understand 
(S) to persuade oneself. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) R S Q P 
(ft) SPQR 
(f) S R Q P 

(d) RQPS 

92. It is easier (P) to venture iirto space 
(Q) for men (R) beneath their feet (S) than 
to explore 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) Q R P S 
(ft) Q P S R 
(f) PSRQ 
(d) PQSR 

93. The man looked (P) to make sure 
(Q) all-round him (R) as if anxious (S) that 
he was not being watched. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RPQS 
(ft) RQSP 

(c) QSRP 

(d) QRPS 

94. An explorer (P) must study hLs 
maps (Q) efficiently (R) so that he will be 
able to plan his trip (S) very carefully 
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^ The proper sequence should be 
(fl) PSRQ (b) RSPQ 
(c) PQRS (d) RQPS 

95. The girl (P) declined to nnarry John 

(Q) who was both beautiful and intelligent 

(R) although he loved her truly (S) because 
he was poor. 

. The proper sequence should be 

(a) PRSQ 

" (b)QPSR 

(c) PSRQ 

(d) QPR S 

%. Modern advertising techniques 
(P) by their day-dreaming qualities (Q) just 
as the movies do (R) give the customers 

(S) a certain vicarious satisfaction. 

The proper sequence should be 
' (ii)PRQS 

(b) RSPQ 

(c) R P Q S 

(d) PQRS 

97. Finally my mother comes down¬ 
stairs (P) and my father being engaged in 
conversation with my grandfather (Q) be¬ 
comes uneasy, (R) all dressed up, (S) not 
knowing whether to greet my mother or 
continue the conversation. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl)RPQS 

(b) R Q S P 

(c) QRPS 

. (d) QRSP 

98.1 saw that (P) but seeing my host in 
this mood (Q) I deemed it proper to take 
leave (R) as I had frequently done before 
(S) it had been my intention to pass the 
night there. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) Q P S R 

(b) QKPS 

(c) SPQR 

(d) S R P Q 

99. It was to be (P) before their school 
examination (Q) which was due to start 
(R) the last expedition (S) in a month’s 
time. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SRQP 

(b) RQSP 

(c) RPQS 

(d) SPRQ 

100. They felt safer (P) to watch the 
mountain (Q) of more than five miles 
(R) as they settled down (S) from a dis¬ 
tance. 


(fl) QPRS (b) PRQS 
(c) QRSP (d) PSQR 

102. S,: A spider's web, after a shower 
of rain, is a very beautiful thing. 

S„: They are also feared because their 
bites may have unpleasant effects like a 
rash on the skin. 

P: This explains partly why spiders are 
thoroughly disliked. 

Q: But no poet has ever sung of the 
beauty of the spiders, for most spiders are 
not beautiful. 

R; On the contr.irv, most of them are 
rather unattractive, ii not ugly! 

S: Poets have sung about the beauty 
of the spider's webs, comparing the water 
drops on them to ropes of pearls. 

The proper sequence should be •• 
(a) SPQR (b) QSRP 
(c) QRSP (d) SQRP 

103. S,: are what our thoughts have 

made us. 

S,,: If good impressions prevail, the 
character becomes gbod, if bad, it becomes 
bad. 

t 

P: And so take cate of what you think. 
Q: Every man’s character is deter¬ 
mined by the sum total of these impres¬ 
sions. 

R: Every work we do, every thought 
that we think, leaves an impression on the 
mind-stuff. 

S: Thoughts live; they travel far. 

The proper sequence should be 
(n) S P R Q (6) R Q S r 
(c) S P Q R (d) R Q P S 

104. Sj! Tliere are numerous kinds of 
supi'rsti tions in diffident parts of the country. 

S^; A dog's howling predicts death— 
this is a typical superstition. 

P: But people go on respecting it 
through force of blind custom. 

Q. Most of them have a bearing on 
'luck'—good or bad. 

R; Superstitions usually have their 
origin in fear and ignorance. 

S; Nobody remembers now how a 
superstition first started in remote ages. 
The proper sequence should be 
(a) QPRS (b) RSPQ 
(c) RSQP (d) QSPR 

105. S,: Society in every country shapes 
itself out of its own initiative. 

S^: And our Indian women are as ca¬ 
pable of doing it as any in the world. 
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The proper sequence should be 
(n) RPSQ (b) RSQP 
(c) PQSR (d) PRSQ 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

(Itenis 101 to 105) 

Directions: 

In items 101 to 105 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. The first and the 
sixth sentences arc given in the begin¬ 
ning. The middle four sentences in each 
have been removed and jumbled up. 
These are labelled P, Q, R and S. You are 
required to find out the proper order for 
the four sentences and mark accordingly 
on the Answer Sheet. 

Example: 

S,: There was a boy named Jack. 

S,,: At last she turned him out of the 
house. 

P: So the mother asked him to find 
work. 

Q: They were very poor. 

R; He lived with his mother. 

S: But Jack refused to work. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RQPS (h) PQRS 
(c) QPRS (d) RPSQ 

Explanation: The proper sequence in 
this example is R Q P S which is marked 
(fl). Therefore 'a' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 101 to 105. 

101. S,: Many people believe that it is 
cruel to make use of animals for labora¬ 
tory studies. 

S,,: It is in view of these facts that the 
Government of India has banned the ex¬ 
port of monkeys to America. 

P; They point out that animals toil 
have nervous systems like us and can feel 
pain. 

Q; These people, who have formed 
tlie Antivivisection Society, have been 
pleading for a more humane treatment of 
animals by scientists. 

R: Monkeys, rabbits, mice and other 
mammals are used in large numbers by 
scientists and many of them are made to 
suffer diseases artificially produced in 
them 

S: We can avoid such cruelty to ani¬ 
mals if we use alternative meth^s such 
as tissue culture, gas chromatography and 
chemical techniques. 

The proper sequence should be 
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P: No one can or ought to do this for 
them. 

Q. Our part of duty lies in imparting 
true education to all men and women in 
society, 

R- Women must be put in a position to 
solve their own problems in their own way. 

S; It will not be then necessary to pull 
down or set us anything in society by co¬ 
ercion. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) SRQP (fc) QRSP 
(c) QSRP (d) SRPQ 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 106 to 120) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (items 106 to 
120) at certain points, you are given a choice 
of three words marked (a), (b), (c). Choose 
the best word from these three and indi¬ 
cate your choice in the relevant column of 
your Answer Sheet. 

Examples Z, and Zj have been solved 
for you. 

Z, 

The 
(fl) boy 

(b) horse 

(c) dog 

was in the school in Shimla. 

z. 

(fl) She 

(b) It 

(c) He 

was homesick. 

Explanation. Out of the list given in 
itenri Z,, only 'boy' is the correct answer. 
So, 'fl' should be indicated as your response. 
For item Zj 'c' is the correct answer, be¬ 
cause that is the pronoun which refers back 
to the noun 'boy'. 

Now ■'ttempt items 106 to 120. 

In this world of incessant and fever¬ 
ish activity, men have little time, much less 
to consider ideals and objectives. Yet how 
are we to act, even in the present, unless 
we know which way we are going and 
what our objectives are? 

It is only in the 

106. (fl) general 
(h) academic 
(c) simple 

atmosphere of a university that these 

107. (fl) difficult 
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(b) basic 

(c) serious 

problems can be adequately considered. It 

108. (fl) maybe 

(b) can be 

(c) is 

only when the young men and women, 

109. (fl) those 

(b) who 

(c) that 

are in the university today on 

110. (fl) whom 

(b) whose 

(c) those 

the burden of life's problems will 

111. (fl) be placed 

(b) become 

(c) fall 

tomorrow, learn to have clear 

112. (fl) principles 

(b) objectives 

(c) ambitions 

and standards of values tliat there is 

113. (fl) target 

(b) future 

(c) hope 

for the next generation. The 
; 114. (fl) past 

i (b) foregoing 

(c) prior 

I generation produced some great men but 
j as a generation it led the world 
j 115. (fl) invariably 

' (b) hopelessly 

(c) repeatedly 

j to disaster. Two world wars are the 
I 116. (fl) price 
I (b) cost 

j (c) penalty 

j that has been paid for tl\c 
! 117. (fl) blunder 

j (b) lack 

j (r) scarcity 

j of wisdom on man's part in this genera- 
j tion. It is a terrible p rice and the tragedy of 
I it is tha! even 
i 118. (fl) now 
I (b) after 

i (c) then 

I that price has been paid, we have not pur¬ 
chased real peace or a 

119. (a) cessation 
(b) brake 
(f) result 


of conflict and an even deeper tragedy is 
that nmnkind does not profit by its 
i 120. (fl) failure 
I (b) sufferings 

i (c) experience 

j and continues to go the same way that led 
j previously to disaster. 


ANSWERS 


1. (b) '....highest mountain peak in" 

2. (fl) "He enquired of me". 

3. (c) "How is this problem to be 

solved?" 

4. (b) "told me that he smelt". 

5. (c) "was not competent...." 

6. (d) No ernir, 

7. (b) "we accept all our...." 

8. (d) No error. 

9. (fl) "1 had hoped to meet him yester¬ 

day". 

10 (fl) Had we heard about the am tion in 
time". 

11. (b) "why he replied in the negative". 

12. (c) "that he had a hand." 

13. (b) "....dispute over this issue." 

14. (fl) "Regvettably" 


15. (fl)" 

....various groups 

of students, in 

small numbers". 


16. (c) 

17. (d) 

18. (r) 

19. (fl) 

20. (d) 

21. (fl) 

22, (f) 

23. (d) 

24. (f) 

25. (b) 

26. (fl) 

27. (b) 

28. (fl) 

29 (b) 

30. (fl) 

31. (c) 

52. (c) 

33. (b) 

34. (fl) 

35. (i) 

36. (fl) 

,37. (d) 

38. id) 

39 (c) 

40. (fl) 

41. (d) 

42. (fl) 

43. (c) 

44. (a) 

45. (r) 

46. (b) 

47. (fl) 

48. (b) 

49 (d) 

50. (fl) 

51. (.'/) 

52. (b) 

5\ (b; 

54. (b) 

55 (b) 

56. (rf) 

57. (fl) 

58, (c) 

59, (a) 

60. (b) 

61. (a) 

62. (c) 

63. (fl) 

64 (b) 

65. (fl) 

66. (c) 

67 (c) 

68. (fl) 

69. (b) 

70. (b) 

71. (fl) 

72. (b) 

73. (c) 

74. (b) 

75. (c) 

76. (f) 

77. (b) 

78. (b) 

79, (d) 

80. (c) 

81. (d) 

82. (c) 

83. (d) 

84. (fl) 

85. (c) 

86. (b) 

87. (fl) 

88. (b) 

89. (c) 

90. (b) 

91. (f) 

92. (.b) 

93, (d) 

94, (fl) 

95. (b) 

96. (b) 

97. (fl) 

98. (d) 

99. (f) 

100. (fl) 

101. (d) 

102. (d) 

103. (fl) 

104. (b) 

105. (c) 

106. (b) 

107. (c) 

108. (b) 

109. (b) 

110. (fl) 

111. (fl) 

112. (b) 

113. (c) 

114. (fl) 

115. (fl) 

116. (fl) 

117. (b) 

118. (b) 

119. (fl) 

120. (c) 

mmm 
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Qs. 1-6. Find out the missing numbers in the series given 
below: 

1. ...; 49; 52; 54; 57; 59. 

(a) 43 (b) 45 (c) 47 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

2. 1; 1; 4; 36;...; 14400. 

(fl) 2144 (b) 1332 (c) 416 (dl 576 

(c) None of these 

3. 8; 36; 16; 27;...; 18. 

(a) 20 (b) 22 (c) 24 (d) 25 

(e) None of these 

4. 7; 8;...; 13; 21; 30; 57. 

(a) 6 (b) 9 (c) 12 (d) 14 

(e) None of these 
.=i. 9; 10; 22; 69;... 

(a) 280 (b) 168 (r) 112 (d) 96 

(e) None of these 

6. 2; 4; 3; 9;...; 16. 

(n) 3 (b) 4 k) 8 (d) 12 

(i’) None of these 

Qs. 7-12. One number in each question does not belong to 
the series. Your task is to spot this stranger. 

7. 13; 17; 19, 23; 27. 


Qs. 13-15. Find out the missing number: 

13. 2(17)3; 3(43)4; 4(...)1 

(fl) 17 (b) 19 (c) 33 

(d) 49 (e) 65 

14. 5 13 12 

17 8 5 

8 9 ? 


rer- 


0 


1 

4 

Ti 

4 

z 

fl 

u'" 



(a) 13 

(b) 17 

(c) 19 


(d) 23 

(a) 27 


8. 

9; 10; 12; 16; 19. 



(a) 9 

(6) 10 

(c) 12 


yd) 16 

(a) 19 


9. 

1; 4; 9; 12; 25; 36. 



(a) 4 

(b) 9 

(a) 12 


(d) 25 

(a) 36 


10. 

3; 6; 12; 20; 30. 



(a) 3 

(b) 6 

(a) 12 


(d) 20 

(a) 30 


11. 

16; 25; .34: 45; 52; 61. 



(a) 16 

(b) 25 

‘ fr) 34 


(d) 45 

(a) 52 


12. 

77; 84; 93; 104; 114. 



(a) 77 

(6) 84 

(a) 93 


(d) 104 

(a) 114 



(fl) 12 (b) 16 (1)1.3 (d) 25 ((0 8. 

Qs. 16-18. The following questions are based on the word 
CONSULTATION 

Find the odd-man out: 

16. (a) INSULT (b) TONSIL (r) STOOL 

(d) STUNT (c) INSTALL 

17. (a) COUNT (b) CONSUl.T (c) STATION 

(d) NATION (f) COIN 

18. (a) CONTENT (b) CONTI'ST 

(c) CULTIVATION (i/) t.ON-IRAST 

((-) CONSOLE 

19. How many prime numbers are there betwenr 1 .md ,30? 

(a) 15 (b) 16 k) 17 

(d) 18 (c) None ol these 

Qs. 20-23. Which would be the next group of letters in the 
series given below: 

20. MN; PR; SV, VZ, ... 

(a) WA (b) YC (i) XC 

(d) YD (c) None of these 

21. BEC; GJH; LOM; QTR:... 

(a) SVT (/•) Vn-V (. ) VXZ 

(d) WZX (c! Noni* ot these' 

22. TND, UPF; VRF; WTG, 

(a) XYI fb) X\’H (.) YZA 

(d) YVI (e) None ot these 

23. GR; FN; FK; PI; .. 

(a) BG fbi CG (Ci CH 

(d) B| (ei None of the.se 


(a) BG fbi CG (Ci CH 

(d) B| (ei None of the.se 

Qs. 24 and 25. If all the letters in the alphabets were written 
in reverse order and all the vowels (A, E, I, 0 and U) were not 
included in the series: 

24. Which letter would be exactly in the middle of 14th 
letter from your right and 12th letter from your left? 

(a) N (b) M (c) 1. (d) R 

(e) None of these 

25. How many letters would there be between the letters T 
and D? 

(a) 10 (b) 11 (c) 12 (d) 13 

(c) None of these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


(iivon Ih'Iow are Uvo sets of fi|;urcs, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to fin< 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


O B 


0 m 

T 

0 

D— H 

i Y 
^ A 

<i> /k 

A <5> 

n 

n> ^ 

V-P ^ 


B 

—a 

o o m 



77f- 




o B 
T 


—777 


0 0 

T 

0 □ 

T 

W Y 
A V 
T 

A n 
^ A 
A 


^ vJ* 

" 77 ;^ 

77 7 ° 


is 


• □ 

A Y 

• 

□ -ff 

<1 

□ A 

• 

J 

L.i 

r-\ 

A 

0 

H 

V 

_r 

0 

A 


-r V 


□ 

• -ff 

A 

□ > 

ff 

• 

'N, 1 

A 1 

*jLJ 

>0 

*L. 

A 

0 

-T 


• □ 

-ff 


V 


CZI 




V A 
o o 
H 


37. 
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□ ? A 

O 

O < 

□ 

-0 



Lie 

0- o 
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□ 

o 

□ 

A<J> 
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o □ 


□ o o o 

Q n n 
A 'A * V 

o i ? i 















U o * 

? O .□ 

w i u u □ 


□ □c cue CDC □□:: ccc 
enu enu unu unu unu 
ncD □□□ ncD □□□ □□□ 


□ 

T U 

? o 

□ 

o 

T w 

1 

□ 

w 

T o 

□ 

o ^ u 

CCD 

unu 

□ CD 

ccc 

ucu 

□ CD 

CCC 
UDU 
□ C □ 

□ CC 
UU U 

□ l: □ 

□ cr. 
uun 
n Q: ( 



U 



ODODDX aXHes? 

ves?ei?xovvds?no 
X V is? o V 


vi .-sL si i. si 


n fi fi n (1 


< □ 
o 

X 

is? O 

X V 
□ 

X is? 

O V 
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>— 

V" ^ 
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>7—sC 

Jk 
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ABODE 







^ 0 

0 □ 

A 

o □ 

A 

o 0 
□ 

V 

O 

0 □ 

% 

% 

% 

\ 



Find the odd man out:. 

ABODE 


56 . 


57. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


61. 



M 

1^1 


© 

Kra 

<l> A o 

t*g»i 

|My| 

t 0 
? o i 
? o i 

i Q 

Ji S JL 
Q IT i 

a 

H 
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H 



m 


A 

# 

o 

"a 

a 

% 

Q 

i 

o 

k 

o 

1_1 

L_1 

V«sS 


.-nJ> 


In each of the following questions, the figures have their 
counterparts in A, B, C, D, E and F. Your task is to match the 
right parts to form a perfect square. 


62. 

A. ^ 

63. LuJ 

B. 

64. 

0. [^1 



D. 

E. [2;;^ 
P. ^ 


Find out the missing parts of the following figures: 


68 . 

A B C D 


69. 



A B C D 




In each of the following questions, the Problem Figure 11 
has a certain relationship with I. Ifou have to find out which of 
the Answer Figures from A, B, C, D and E has the same 
relationship with Problem Figure III. 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Go on adding 2 and 3 to numbers respectively. 

2. (d) The arrangement is 1x1’ = 1; 1x2’ = 4; 4x3’ = 36; 

36x4’ = 576. 

3. (c) There are two series, 8,16, 24,... and 36, 27,18. .. 

4. (b) Go on adding 1’; 1’; 2’; 2'; 3’... to numbers respectively. 

5. (a) The arrangement is (9x1) + 1 = 10, (10x2) + 2 = 22; 

(22x3) + 3 = 69; (69x4) + 4 

6. (b) The series is 2; 2’; 3; 3’; 4; 4’... 

7. (c) They are prime numbers in their sequence, hence the 

next number would be 29. 

8. (d) The numbers have difference of 1,2, .3,4... hence 16 ought 

to be 15. 

9. (c) The series is 1’; 2’; 3’; 4’... hence 12 should be 16. 

10. (a} The difference among the numbers is 4, 6, 8, 10. 

11. (d) Ought to be 43 as the numbers have a difference of 9. 

12. (r) Ought to be 117 as the series is formed by adding 7, 9, 

11, 13... to numbers. 

13. (c) The arrangement is 2’ + 3’ = 17- 3’ + 4*’ = 43,4’ + 1’ = 65. 

14. (b) The total of numbers, columnwise and linewise is 30. 

15. (b) 8-4 = 4 and 4’ is the number in its quarter. 

16. (c) In other words, all the letters are from tf\e lead-word; this 

one has an extra 'L'. 

17. (a) In all the others, the letters picked up for forming the 

word have been used without changing the order in 
which they occur. 

18. (c) All the other words have ortly one outsider, this one has 

two 'A and V'. 

19. (b) 

20. (d) The first letters M, P, S, V have gap of two letters and the 

second letters N, R, V, Z have gap of three letters. 

21. (b) Check your answer as BC - E; GH - J; LMO... 

22. (b) Study the gaps between first, second and ffiird letters. 

23. (c) Same as alrave. 

24. (b) 25. (c) The series is ZYXWVTSRQPNMLKJHGFDCB 

For answering the next type of questions, keep the fallowing 

guidelines in mind: 


26. D 

27. A 

28. D 

29. B 

30. E 

31. A 

32. C 

33 C 

34. E 

35, D 

36. B 

37. A 

38. C 

39. A 

40. C 

41. D 

42. E 

43. E 

44. A 

45. B 

46. D 

47. C 

48. B 

49. E 

50. C 

51. C 

52. D 

53. D 

54. A 

55. C 


62. F 

63. C 

64. E 

65. A 

66. B 

67. D 

68. B 

69. D 

70. C 

71. B 

72. E 

73. B 

74. D 

75. C 





(0 Study each figure and its parts individually as well as in 
relationship with other figures around it. 

(ii) The figures may move along clockwise, anti<lockwise, 
along certain points, left-right, upade down or vice-versa. The 
different figures in the same question may follow different courses 
of movement. (Examples: 26,27, 32,44 etc). 

(iii) The figures may rotate, lilt, swing or become bigger or 
smaller along die above movement. (Examples: 26,30,32,36 etc.) 

(iv) Something may be added or dropped during the 
movement. (Examples: 29, 35, 37, 39, 40, 42, 55 etc.) 

(v) 'Iheiigures may change direction one by oneor may interchange 
places accordi^ to a set pattern. (Examples: 28,38,41,48 etc.) 

(vi) The pace of the movement may not be the same for all 
the figures, some may have a regular movement while the others 
may gain or lose a step during their movement. (Examples: 31,34, 
44, 47, 52, 53, 54 etc.) 


56. B. The pattern is different. 

57. D. The group of two identical figures ought to be pointing in 

the same di>‘ection, here the arrows point towards 
opposite directions. 

58. D. All the other ffgures have two arc-like curves and one straight 

line. Here we have two straight lines and one curve. 

59. E. In all the others the inner figure has two sides less. 

60. A. The number of lines in the enclosed figure ai\d the other 

figure ought to be the same. 

61. C. The relationship in figures is wrong. 
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Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 


1. (rt) fop 

(b) dandy 

(c) purist 

((/) coxcomb 

(c) tashionable 


2. («) economic • 

(b) frugal 

(t) thrifty 

(d) prodigal 

(c) miser 


3 (fl) rumour 

(b) report 

(c) message 

(d) information 

(e) tidings 


4 (d) discovery 

(b) invention 

(c) finding 

UD detection 

(c) revelation 


3. (H) toe 

(b) knee 

(r) shins 

(if) calf 

((’) knuckle 


6 (I?) pig 

(b) goat 

(f) horse 

(if) fox 

(f) yak 


7. ill) arthritis 

(b) fracture 

(f) marrow 

(d) gout 

(c) rickets 


8. {a) sword 

(b) rapier 

(c) kris 

(if) sabre 

(r) rifle 



Qs. 9-16. In each question below are given two words, 
related to one another in a definite way. Your task is to find out 
from (d), ({>), (e) and Id) the pair with similar relationship. 


9 hop : jump 

fit) run . race 

(b) collide : accident 

(c) cry : tears 

(if) dip : plunge 

111 necessitv : invention 

(«) illiteracy : education 

(b) curiosity : knowledge 

(i ) medicine : science 

(if) missile : bomb 

11. gl.l'’S . cup 

yi) spade ■ dig 

(b) train : aeroplane 

Ir) education : degree 

(if) bed : relaxation 

12 glucose ■ energy 

(11 .inxietv ■ i\ orrv 

(i ) specl.kles . ece-sighl 

(.) music . oars 

(if) sleep : treslmess 

1.' sap'ing : tree 

(ii) bark : dog 

(b) dog : lion 

!■ ' lirild : man 

(if) page . book 

11 lire heat 

Id) smoke . pollution 

(b) water: thirst 

(i 1 brain ■ mind 

(if) eat: taste 

1^ inonev ■ bank 

Id) games club 

(/') clothes . shop 

(i) mosquitoes : water 

(if) books . library 

|6 malaria : plague 

(d) intcction ; disease 

(b) food : drink 

(r) vaccination ; small-pox 

(if) Kathak : Manipun 


Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, four out of 
five given pairs of words have similar relationship. Your task 
is to find out the pair that is different from the others. 
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17. (a) milk : butter (h) wood : paper 

(f) brick : house (</) rubber : tyre 

(c) clay ; pot 

18. (a) Mars : Venus (h) rose ; lily 

(c) dettol: antiseptic (d) wheat: rice 
(c) goat: sheep 

19. (a) king ; prince (b) lion : cub 

(c) deer; doe (d) sheep ; lamb 

(c) dog : pup 

20. (ii) cake ; bread (b) shoes : socks 

(c) axe : nail (if) medal: ornament 

(f) boat: table 

21. (fl) poison : death {b) sun : heat-stroke 

(c) failure : disappointment 

(d) tension : blood-pressure 
(c) vaccination : small-pox 

Qs. 22-27. In each of the following questions, the word 
GARDEN has been coded in six different codes. The word 
FILTHY has also been coded in the same six codes but not in 
the same order. Your task is to match the questions with (a), 
(h), (c), id), (e) and if) on the basis of identical codes. 
GARDEN FILTHY 

22. HCUHJT (fl) IFTLYH 

23. FZQCDM (b) YHTFU 

24. HCSFFP (f) ZIUMJG 

2.3. OFESBH (d) GKOXME 

26. ACDRNF (e) EHK5GX 

27. NEDGRA (/) GKMVIA 

Qs. 28-30. Given below is a coded message. You have to find 
out the right code for the right word and answer the questions that 
follow: 

‘Nccna is my wife', means, 'These are famous jewels.' 
'Renu is her sister', means, 'Many people collect jewels ' 
'My sistei likes musii', means, '1 collect famoiis paintings.' 
‘Neena likes her job’, means, '.Many paintings arc copies.' 

28. What is the code for 'jewels'? 

(a) Net'na (b) her (c) is (d) my (c) wife 

29. What does the code 'sister' mean? 

(d) collect (b) people (c) many 

{(/) I (e) famous 

30. TlTie coded message for 'these famous paintings' would be: 

(a) Nccna my sister (b) wife likes music 

(c) Renu nyy wife (d) Renu likes music 

(c) my wife likes 

Qs. 31-33. Four girls A, B, C and D and four boys E, F, G 
and H are singing a patriotic song in front of audience. Four 






boys are standing behind the four girls as follows: j 

A is not on cither corner and she is to tlie right of D. 

H is behind B. 

E is between C and E 
C is neither near B nor in front ot T. 

D is in front of E. 

31. Who is in front ol 1'? 

(rt) A <b) B (c) C: (il) I) (.-) Can't say 

32 Wiiere is B? 

(fl) To the left of A (b) To the right of C 

(c) On the extreme right (d) On the extreme left 
(f) Can't say 

3.3. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(ii) T is between fl and li (b) C is in front of C. 

(c) H is on the extreme left, (if) B is near A. 

((■) Ci and H have two boys between them. 

34. In a pile of books, dictionary is 7th from the top and 
enc\'clopedia is ZOtli from the bottom There are three books 
betv\een the dictionary and the encyclopectia. How many book‘> 
are tliere in the pile? 

(fl) 22 (h) 23 (c) 24 

(if) 25 (ei None of these 

Qs. 35-36. Six points. A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as 
follows: 

C is 2 km to the east of B. 

F is 1 km to the west of E. . 

D is 2 km to the south of F. 

B is .3 km to tile north of A. 

A is 1 km to the east of D. 

35. Which three points are in a straight line’ 

(ii) CBA (i>) AEU in BDF 

(if) BEA (c) None of these 

36. Which two points are the larthest as the crow flie-? 

(i?) C & I {b) B & r (c) i; &• A 

(if) C & D (cf None ol these 

Qs. 37-40. Five girls A, B, C, D and E learn Bharat Natyain, 
Katliak, (3dissi, Kathakali and Manipiiii dances but not in the 
same order. Each girl learns one dance only. 

13 and E neither know Kathak noi Manipiiri. 

C and E do not know Bhana Natyam. 

B and C know neither Odi'-si noi Kathak. 

Kathiikali or Bhaiat .\al\am have n<> attraction lor B 
.37. Which dance is A learning’ 
in) Manipuri (/') Kathak (0 Kathakali 

(d) Bharat Natyam (c) Odi^si 

38. Who is learning Odi^M? 

'(ii) A (11) B (c) C tdl L) (c) I. 

.3*1, Which of the girls is interested in Manipuri? 

(n) A (h) B (<•) C (d) i) (cl E 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(fl) A is not learning Bharat Natyam. 

(fl) C is learning Kathakali. 

(f) B and E arc not Manipuri dancers. 

(d) D and A arc not intcrcsit'd in Kathakali. 


(f) Kathakali 


(c) None of these statements is wrong. 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each queshon below are giivn two statements followeil In/ 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. Yon have to fake the tur 
^nvn stiilements to be Irne even if they seem to be at x'ariaiur with 
commonli/ known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of llic g;i’c« conclusions lo^icalhi follow from the lav yiren 
sliileiiicnis, disin^iirdiw; commonhi known lads 
Slalemenis. 

41. 1. All computers are boxes. 

2. Some boxes arc discs. 

Conclusions 

I Some computer'' are discs. 

II. All boxes are computers. 

III. Some discs are not boxes. 

IV. No disc is a computer. 

(a) Only I and II lollow. (/>) Fither II or 111 lollows 
(() Either I or IV follows. 

(d) t3nly any one of the four lollows 
(c) Only I follows. 

Stalrmenis: 

42. I. Some cars are black. 

2. Some cars are strong. 

Conclusions: 

1. Black cars are not strong 

II. Some cars are neither Mack nor <-trii:ig 

III. Only black cars are strong 

IV. All black objects are cais 

(fl) Only I follow's. (b) Onl\ II follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only 13' lollows 
(c) Ntme folUnvs. 

Slotc'iienls 

43 1. All bottles are glasses 

2. All glasses are nips 
Conclusions. 

I. All bottles are cups 

II. Some glasses .ire not i ups 

III. All cups are bottles 

IV. All glasses are bottles 

(fl) Onlv 1 loiliiws (/') Onlv II follows 

(i) OnK III lollows (d) ti|il\’ IV lollows 

(c) None lollows. 

'stalemenis 

44. 1. ‘iome b<H>ks are lalalogiies 
2. Some tiles are catalogues. 

Coiicliisioih: 

I. Some catalogues are books as well as files. 

II. Every catalogue is either a Mwk or a file. 

III. Some catalogues arc neither book nor file. 

IV. Catalogues that are books are not files. 

(fl) C3nly I follows (/>; Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follow’s. (d) Only IV follows, 

fc) Any one ot the four follows. 
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Shitements: 

45 1 C.olil lu'.n icr tlicin .silvi-r but liglitor than copper. 

2 Hr.i->s is iu-aviiT than iron but lighter than lead which 
is Ifss hcavN than silver. 

C’puc/hs/iW'' 

!. Ciold is heavier than brass 

II. Inin IS the lightest. 

III. Copper is the heaviest 

IV. l ead is lighter than gold. 

(ii) Only I and 11 follow. (h) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow, (d) All the four follow. 

(f) Any one ol the four follows. 

Statements- 

46. 1 Some chairs are doors. 

2. Some doors are windows. 

Conclusinns: 

1. All windows are chairs 

II. Some chairs are windows 

III. Some doors arc not chairs. 

IV. No window' is a chair 

{a) Only I and II follow'. (h) liither II or HI follows. 

(c) Only I follow's. (d) Hither II or IV follow's. 

(c) Hither III or IV follows. 

Statements- 

47. 1. All trees arc flowers 

2. All plants are flowers. 

Conchi'-ians: 

1. All flowers are trees 

II. .All flowers are plants. 

III. livery flower is either a tree or a plant. 

rV. Some flowers that are trees arc plants as well. 

{a) Onlv I follows (!>) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows (d) Hither 111 or IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements 

48. 1. Some brushes are fountain-pens. 

2. All fountain-pens are sharpeners 
Concliisiom: 

I All sharpeners arc fountain-pens. 

II. Some brushes are sharpeners 

III. S me brushes are not sharpeners 

IV. Some fountain-pens are not sharpeners 

(fl) Only 1 and 11 follow. (h) Only 11 and III follow, 

(c) Eitlver III or IV lollows. hi) C>nlv I and IV follow, 
(e) None follow's 

In each ijuestinn belirw is ^iven a statement followed hi three 
assumptions numbered I, 11 and HI. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted Yon have to consider. 'le statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then deride which of the answers is 
correct. 

Statement: 

49. Most of the students these days, don't study throughout 
the year and depend upon xeroxed tutorial material and guides 
bought just two or three months before exams. 


Assumptions: 

I. Guides and notes provide a higher quality of subject- 
matter than course-b(X)ks. 

II. Majority of students do not take studies seriously, 

III. The syllabi is planned in such a way that it can be 
finished within three months. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only HI is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Though diamonds are expensive, their demand is 
increasing day by day. 

Assumptions: 

I. More and more people are getting richer. 

II. Owning diamonds has become a symbol of social 
status. 

III. Other stones are not as attractive as diamonds are. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(h) Only II and III arc implicit, (c) Only III is implicit, 
(rf) Only II is implicit. (e) Only I is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. The experts have declared that aberrations in the 
climatic conditions would result in the decline of mango crop 
upto about 757i,. 

Assumptions: 

I. Mango crop depends upon weather conditions, 
n. Experts in agriculture and horticulture can predict 
about the quantity of a crop by studying conditions. 
III. Mangoes will remain an expensive item this year, 
(fl) Only I an*! 11 are implicit. 

(b) Only II and HI are implicit. 

(c) Only I and Ill are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. (f) Either 1 or II is implicit 

Statement: 

52. In spite of being enveloped in glamour, some of the film 
stars seriously work for the underprivileged and fight for the 
rights of homeless and slum-dwellers. 

Assumptions: 

I. In some cases, glamour and dedication and 
commitment to tine social issues goes hard in hand 

II. Social service is also a way of gaining popularity. 

III. All the film stars have taken e pledge to help the 
society. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (h) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. After being a dry State for quite a considerable period, 
Haryana has now lifted the ban on liquor to the delight of the 
inhabitants ot the State. 

Assumptions: 

I. Government encourages drinking. 

II. The drinks were being smuggled into the State 
involving a good number of people in unlawful 
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activities. 

III. Distillaries and wine-shops are always a great source 
of revenue lienee the State government did not want 
to be depr'\'pd of it 

(a) Only I is implicit. ((’) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. (c) None is implicit. 

In each of the following questions, a nifiiation has Imt explained in 
two statements numbered 1 and 2, fnllojivd by hoo conclusions drawn 
for it and numbered I and II. You have to find nut which of the conclusion/ 
conclusions is/arc applicable to the situation. Mark your onstwers; 

(<?) if only I follows. (f>) if only II follows. 

(c) if both I and II follow. (d) if either I or II follows. 

(f) if neither I nor II follows 
Statements: 

54. 1. Almost all the women candidates who fought the 

election defeated their rivals in their constituencies. 

2. Jayanti was one of the candidates during the last 
elections. 

Conclusions: 

1. layanti won the election. 

11. She lost to her rival. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) LI (e) □ 

Statements: 

55. I. Science has made stupendous strides in the field of 

medicine and surgery. 

2. The marvellous achievements in the field of farming 
and horticultim? are also a great contribution of science. 

Co(ic/i(.sioMs; 

1. Science has brought revolutionary improvements 
in almost all the fields. 

II The discoveries and inventions have attained the 
highest target and tliere is notlring more to attain now. 

(. 1 ) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ M □ 

Statements: 

.56. 1. There has been a rise ot 16"o in the population of 
people belonging to Scheduled Castes during the last 
decad". 

2. The rise of population in the Scheduled Tribes during 
the last decade is only about 9 '’h,. 

Conclusions: 

1. The programme of population control is better 
implemented in the Scheduled Tribe areas as 
compared to the Scheduled Caste areas. 

11. The reason for the less percentage in the rate of 
rising population among die Tribal-, is due to high 
mortality rate. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

57. 1. Old people generally talk about their fond memories 
of good old times. 

2. Young people generally do not like to spend much 
time with the aged membets of the family. 

Conclusions: 

I. The new generation is not interested in the incidents 


that took place in the life of their elders. 

II. If there is a generation gap, there is a lack of 
conunimication as well. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

58. 1. All the newspapers publish a special edition on 

Sundays. 

2. The Sunday magazines are full of information and 
entertainment material for e\ eryone in the family. 
Conclusions: 

I. It is only on Sundays that everyone in the family 
gets lime to read newspaper and enjoy it. 

II. On Sundays, people have no other work to do except 
reading newspaper. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (.•) □ 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
courses of action numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to he taken for follow-up, improivment or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of 
information given in the slnteinent. You have to assume everything 
stated in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three 
suggested courses of action logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

59. There has been a considerable drop in the number of 
tourists in State X after a tourist was killed by some gangsters. 
Courses of Action: 

I. The State should make its tourist spots more 
attractive. 

II. Every tourist should be provided with atlcast two 
security guards. 

III. The security forces should launch a drive to flush 
out gangsters and anti-social elements from their 
dens and hideouts 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Any one of the three follows. ( ) None follows. 
Statement: 

60. Tcacliers have decided to go on strike just before the 
exams are scheduled to start. 

Courses of Action: 

I The authorities should dismiss all those who par¬ 
ticipate in strike. 

II. The examinations should be postponed till the 
terms arc reached between the government and 
the teachers. 

III. The authorities should seek help of volunteers and 
persoas from other departments to conduct the exams. 

(fl) Only I and 11 follow, (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows. 

id) Either I or 11 follows, (e) Only III follows. 

Statement: 

61. Hiere is a report that the funds sanctioned for mid-day 
meal school children In rural areas are being misused. 

Courses of Action- 

I. The scheme of providing the children mid-day meal 
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should be dropped altogether. 

II. A secret probe should be made to find out the truth. 

III. The guilty should be heavily punished. 

(n) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only ni follows. 

(d) All the tliree follow. 

(c) None follows. 

Statement: 

62. The untimely hail-storm, rains and cyclones have caused 
much damage to the crops. 

Courses of Action: 

I. A team of experts should personally inspect the site 
to assess the damage. 

II. The government should base its relief work on the 
recommendations of the experts. 

in. Some loans should be sanctioned to the cultivators. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. 
id) Either II or III follows. 

(c) All the three follow. 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) All the others are connected with fashion-consciouness 

while this one is language-conscious. 

2. (d) This one is opposite of the others. 

3. (fl) All the others have authenticity. 

4. (b) Invention is connected with creating somefoing new, all 

the others are findings. 

5. (c) All the others are parts of leg. 

6. (d) All the odiers are domestic animals. 

7. (c) All the others are problems of bones. 

8. (e) It is the only weapon which uses bullet. All the others 

are weapons having blades. 

9. (d) The relationship is that of lesser and higher degree. 

10. (b) One leads to the other. 

11. (b) Both serve the same purpose. 

12. (d) One gives the other. 

13. (c) The words have the young one and grown-up 

relationship. 

14. (fl) One results in tlie other. 

15. (d) One is an item and the other is the place exclusively 

made for storing it with a trust. 

16. (d) Both belong to the same category. 

17. (c) All the others have the raw-material and product 

relationship. 

18. (c) In all the others, both are items belong!; ig to a general 

category. 

19. (c) All the others have fatlwr and child relationship. 

20. (b) In all the others, both are chiefly made from the same 

nraterial. 

21. (e) In all the others one results in the other. 

22. (d) The gap of coded letters increases by one, G is H, A is C 

(B is missing) R is U (S and T are missing). 

23. (c) The codes are preceding letters in alphabets. 


24. 

if) 

G, R and E 

are coded by following letters in alphabets 



and the remaining with a gap of one letter. 

25. 

ic) 

Write the letters in reverse order, codes are next letters in 



alphabetic 

order. 

26. 

(fl) 

The letters 

of the word have been rearranged. 

27. 

ib) 

Same as above. 

28. 

(c) 

29, (a) 

30. (f) 31. (fl) 32. (c) 33. (c) 

34. 

(fl) 


@ 1 @ 

35. 

(d) 



.36. 

id) 



37. 

(b) 

38. (e) 

39. (b) 40. (c) 


The best way to solve the next type of questions and reach a fool¬ 
proof solution is by drawing diagiams of all the probable situations. 
Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespective of its size. Take 
all the relationships among the items as slated in the statements into 
consideration. Here arc a few examples: 






49. (b) 50. id) 51. (d) 52. (a) 53. (c) 54. (d) 

55. (a) 56. (e) 57. (c) 58. fa) 59. (c) 60. (c) 

61. (b) 62. (c) 
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Recent Economic News 


New Exim Policy 

The BJP government declared its first Export-Import Policy on April 13,1998, further 
liberalising the trade regime as per the commitments made at the World Trade Organisation. 
The main aspects of the poilcy are: 

■ 340 items shifted from restricted list to OGL ^Open General Licence) 

■ Duty Entitlement Pass Book (DEPB) scheme to continue 

■ DEPB rates to be announced in the near future 

■ 5 per cent special customs duty under DEPB to be neutralised i 

■ Threshold limit reduced to Rs 1 crore for garments, electronics and agro & food | 
processing 

■ Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) zero duty threshold limit for software 

sector reduced to Rs 10 lakh 1 

■ Dialogue with 500 corporates to raise orports planned. j 

■ Private bonded warehouses being set up to import, stock and salt even negative 
list Items 

■ Licensing functions will be decentralised extensively 

■ Time limit for filing post export DEPB claim raised 

■ Depreciation limit being enhanced for EOU/EPZ units electronics sector 

■ Value additional norms for gentt and jewellery revised 

■ Replenishment licensing scheme extended to silver and platinum 

■ Exports of oilseeds and oil relaxed 

■ Computerisation of DGFT offices so that major offices are interlinked. 

By and large, procedures have been simplified in many areas. Pharmaceutical 
companies will be allowed to export free samples as per th% international practice. Wastage' 
norms and value addition norms would be made at par with international standards to 
benefit exporters. 

The Commerce Minister. Mr Ramakrishna Hegde, also announced that a target of 
20 per cent for export growth in 1998-99 has been fixed. He acknowledged that the export 
growth had slumped to under 3 per cent in 1997-98, but expressed confidence that 
exports would respond to the new package and pick up in 1998-99. He also stressed the 
need to boost export growth of agri-products, gems and jewellery, electronics, textiles 
and engineering goods. 

Following the new Exim Policy, the DEPB and EPLG schemes are now estimated to 
involve a notional revenue loss of well over Rs 3500 crore in the current fiscal year. 
Although extra revenue is expected to be generated by the shifting of 340 items from the 
negative list to the OGL, overall revenue outgo is expected to be more than the revenue 
generated by the Exim Policy (Ganges. 


BANKING & FINANCE 
Naresimhan Panel Report 

T he Narasimhan committee on banking 
sector reforms has favoured the merger 
of strong public sector banks and closure 
of some weak banks if their rehabilitation 
is not possible. 

The committee, which submitted its 
voluminous report to Finance Minister 
Yashwant Sinha on April 23,1998, said a 
favoured merger of strong banks as this 
would have a "multiplier effect" on 
industry. 

It has also given its views on the 
functioning and role of the Reserve Bank 
of India and spoke agaiiist the merger of 
strong banks with the weak, as it has a 
negative impact on the asset quality of the 
stronger bank because of the 
' contaminated portfolio" of the weak 
bank. 

Underlining the need for dealing with 
the issue of weak banks separately, it 
recommended that for "plentially viable 
weak banks" corrective measures, such as 
recapitalisation, be undertaken. But tliose 
where early or complete correction was 
not possible, alternative approaches 
including closure should be "carefully" 
examined. 

This is the second time Mr M. 
Narasimhan has headed a financial sector 
reform committee. The first one, set up 
in 1991 by then Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh, went into all aspects 
of financial sector, while the second one, 
set up by former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, looked specifically at the 
banking sector. 

The executive sunvmary of the repor* 
did not, however, make any suggestion 
regarding disinvestment of government 
equity in public .sector banks. 

Suggesting a possible short-term 
solution to weak banks, it said 'narrow 
banks' could be allowed as a means of 
facilitating their rehabilitation. Strategic 
revival plans formulated by .some weak 


liYkiliM- 

FooHx is the name of mascot ol Soccer 
World Cup 1998. 


banks, and approved by the government 
and the RBI, as well as the memoranda of 
undertaking entered into by management 
and staff unions, was indicative of this 
apprt)ach, the committee said. Elaborating 
on the merger of strong banks, saul 
mergers would be "meaningful and useful" 
only when they were not a mere 
arithmetical merger of balance shei'ts and 
staff. Mergers would have to yie'd benefits 
in terms of staff and branch network, 
without which they would tic down 
marugements with operational issues and 
merely distract attention from the real 
issues, without giving any commensurate 
benefit. 


Khan Report on financial 
institutes 

HF, S.H. Khan working group on 
harmonising the role of development 
financial institutions and banks has 
recommended that UFIs be allowed to 
convert themselves into banks and granted 
licenies for this purpose. It has also called 
for a total revamp of legal infrastructure 
to make loan recovery easier, reduction in 
the rash reserve ratio and statutory 
liquidity ratio, apart from other measures, 
to make the entire process of movement 
towards universal banking that much 
smoother. 

The group, constituted by the Reserve 
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Bank of India, submitted its interim report 
to the RBI governor Bimal )alan, on April 
24, 1998 Tlip group is headed by IDBI 
chairman S H. Khan. 

The group has said as distinctions get 
blurred between banks and UFls, there was 
a need to move progressively towards 
universal banking and the "di'velopment 
of an enabling regulatory tor the purpose". 

According to the gioup uni\crsal 
bank could ha\ e any corporate structure— 
single company, flagship or holding 
company—and managements should be 
free to decide what structure to adopt. It 
has advocated the merger of one or more 
strong banks with DTIs. 


POWER SECTOR 

Tariff to be fixed by statutory 

panels 

T he President has promulgated an 
Ordinance paving the way for the 
creation of electricity regulatory 
commi.^sions at the Central and State 
levels. The quasi-judicial commissions will 
be set up within three months and will 
not only fix the tariff to be charged by 
generation and transmission companies 
from State Electricity Boards (SEBs), but 
also the tariff to be clrarged by the SEBs 
from various categories of consumers. 

It has been decided that all Slate 
governments will have to open letters of 
credit with Central utilities, like the 
National Thermal Power Corporation, for 
the advance payment of full monthly bills. 
The allocation from the Central qiuUa of 
power will I'l immedinlelv rcdisced for 
all States who do not follow this advice. 

The Ccnttal Electricitv Regulatory 
Commission (CFRCl, which will have a 
maximum of fue members, will regulate 


Do You Know. 

Nationalised banks as a group contributed 
54.6 per cent of the aggregate deposits 
while the State Bank of India and its 
associates accounted for another 25.3 per 
cent. The shares of other bank groups 
were 7.3 per cent for foreign banks, 9.4 
per cent tor other scheduled commercial 
banks and 3.5 per cent for RRBs. 
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the tariff in respect of Central utilities and 
other utilities that have inter-Statc 
operations. The State Electricity 
Regulatory Commissions (SERCls) will 
have a maximum of three members each, 
and will regulate the tariff in case of all 
power utilities and licenses at the State- 
level. This will also cover the consumer 
tariff. The commissions will interact with 
all parties concerned, including 
consumers, m fixuig taritf. 

Powers have also been given to 
Union and State governments in the 
matter of appointing members of the 
judiciary as Chairmen of these 
commissions. The Chief justices 
concerned will have to be consulted in 


this regard. 

The tariff structure will be such tluit no 
category of consumers, except farmers, pays 
less than 50 per cent of the cost of supply. 
The Ordinance also puts a limit on tiu: extent 
of cross subsidies among various sectors. In 
case the State governments want to go 
beyond this, they will have to provide 
separate "transparent" subsidies through 
budgetary support to the SEBs, 

The components of the ihree-prcrngcd 
strategy announced are—a transition 
strategy focussing on renovation and 
modernisation of existing generating units 
and transm.ission lines, capacity addition 
programmes and policy initiatives. The 
Union Power Minister has also pointed out 


Recent Economic News 


Monetary and Credit Policy for 1998-99 first half 

The Reserve Bank governor Bimal Jalan announced the monetary and credit policy 
for the first half of 1998-99 on April 29,1998, and said that there would be a substantial 
improvement in industrial production in the current fiscal year, while agricultural production 
will largely depend on the nature of the monsoon. 

The RBI policy announced a cut in bank rate by 1 per cent, bringing it down from 
10 per cent to 9 per cent. He also said that banks would be granted greater freedom in 
deposit and lending operations. The policy gives banks freedom to offer different interest 
rates according to the size of domestic term deposits and reduces the minimum period 
of maturity of term deposits from 30 days to 15 days. 

Mr Jalan said that the banking sector is comfortable with liquidity and that there is 
no immediate need to reduce Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) at this point of time. Howler, 
changes in the CRR could be announced later in the year, in case liquidity conditions and 
financial market developments required. 

Mr Jalan preferred to give a different treatment to the two biannuat statements of 
the RBI monetary and credit policy and said that the fiscal policy of April would provide 
greater importance to structural measures, with medium and long-term views, while the 
second policy in October would review the impact of the first policy measures and take 
necessary long and short-term decisions. The October statement wifi be confined to a 
mid-year review of credit and monetary developments. 

The long-term measures will help banks to plan Iheir operations and introduce 
organisational changes. The short-term measures, such as changes In the bank rate, 
CRR, repo rates, access to refinance, would be announced periodically during th6 year 
as per the actual developments and emerging external market conditions. 

The RBI has also said that comfortable liquidity conditions were reflected in large 
outstanding of repos—Rs 8529 crores—with the RBI as on April 27,1998. Easy liquidity 
conditions have emerged because of accretion of Rs 19,500 crores—nearly 20 per 
cer!—in bank deposits in the last fortnight of March 1998. 

The corporate sector has, however, expressed diseppointment over the credit policy. 
It has said that the policy did not contain the bold measures required at this stage to 
boost industrial growth, exports and the capital market. 

Prominent bankers have also pointed out that the pqlicy would not lead to reduction 
in interest rates. The corporate sector was disappointed because the policy did not bring 
down the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), which would have released more funds for lending 
and brought dovm interest rales. 


■■■ 









that new policies on hydel projects, liquid 
fuel linkages and reforms in distribution of 
power will also be in place soon. 

SUGAR DECONTROL 
Mahajan Committee suggests 
sugar decontrol in 2 years 

O fNi April 15, 1998, the B.B. Mahajan 
Committee on sugar industry 
recommended total decontrol of the sugar 
pricing system in two years and 
discontinuation ot sugar supply through 
the Public Distribution System (PDS) after 
the phasi* out. The committee submitted 
its recomnrendation to the Fixid and Ci\ il 
Supplies Minister Mr Su rjit Singh Barnala. 


in India and other parts of South Asia. 

The report points out that the best 
example of poor political commitment 
can be seen from a comparison of the 
situation in the two States of Kerala and 
Punjab alone. Althiuigh the average 
Keralite has half the annual income of 
the average Punjabi, political 
commitment has more than made up for 
it. While Kerala has 90 per cent rate of 
literacy, the rate lor Punjab is only 60 per 
cent. It also points out that educationally 
backward States must learn from India's 
educational high achievers. Three 
quarters ot the out-of-school children live 
in the six States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh and West Bengal. 


CURRENT AFFAIRS- 


The report has outlined a concrete 
five-year plan for extending universal 
education to all children in tlie next five 
\ears first, India will have to enrol 44 
million children and train .510 thousand 
new teachers each year. Such an 
educational package would cost .5.9 billion 
dollars from P>99 to 2003. A number of 
innovative mechanisms, including the 
peace dividend from an Indo-Pak 
reduction in military expenditure, debt for 
development swaps, educational vouchers 
for children, the use of non-formal 
education and a shift in budgetary 
priorities from higher education to 
primary schooling, can be used as means 
of financing the package. New and 
innovative partnerships between 


Highlights: 

■ Decontrol of sugar prices over a 
phased two-year period. 

■ Removal of sugar from PDS or retain 
it under PDS with tendering for levy 
amount from industry. 

■ Continuing the statutory minimiun 
price of sugar. 

■ Setting up of a sugarcane pricing 
board to determine the advance price 
for ihe coming crushing season 

■ No new licence for Khandsari units 
in areas reserved for sugar mills 

■ Sugar to remain an OGL, CVD o( Rs 
85 a quintal and import duty ot Rs 
150 a quintal. 


» 


EDUCATION 

Development Report points to 
poor literacy rate In India 


T he report on "human development 
in South Asia 1998" has blamed lac!: 
of political commitment, rather than >ack 
of resources, for the poor rate of literacy 


BtYbuKnnr. 

Gem and jewellery exports from the 
country have risen to $ 5,521 million 
(provisional) during the year ended 
March 1998, as against S 5.25S in 1996- 
97. The previous best export 
performance was $ 5.458 millicn, 
registered during 1995-96. 


Recent Economic News 


PM unveils plan to boost economy 

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, on Aprii 28, 1998, announced a number of 
steps to boost the economy, especially measures to generate employment, remove delays 
in implementation ot infrastmeture projects and revive the market sontiment. 

Mr Vajpayee announced these steps at the inauguration ot the Confederation of 
Indian Industry's (Cll) two-day annual session. He said that henceforth the Prime Minister’s 
Oflice (PMO) will directly monitor completion of projects in areas like power, roads and 
bridges, dams and irrigation, telecommunications, oil and energy, railways, ports and 
airports. All schemes with a market capitalisation ol Rs 100 crore and above would be 
directly scrutinised by the PMO. The PMO will seek a monthly progress and ensure 
completion ol these projects as per schedule. 

The Prime Minister also pledged to enhance investments in Central power utilities, 
hasten the restructuring of SEBs and make them tinancially stronger. The Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) would also be rl'onglhened and given more powers. 

He also pointed out that the FDI was welcome in certain special priority areas such 
as infrastructure, high tech, transfer of better management practices, upgradation of 
product quality to help export capability and critical global marketing linkages. 

Significantly, Mr Vajpayee also promised lo come out with a National Housing Policy 
(NHP) within the next two months to remove hurdles in building two million houses each 
year as committed in the National Agenda tor Governance (NAG). Schemes would also 
ba floated to enhance domestic savings from 26 to 30 per cent in the general budget. 

Highlights 

■ 7-8% GDP growth rate in sight 

■ PMO to monitor infrastructure projects ot over Rs 100 crore 

■ New debt Instruments to tap Insurance, pension funds for Infrastructure projects 

■ New housing, construction policy in 2 months 

■ National Information Tech Task Force in 30 days 

■ Government corporates to formulate strategy on WTO commitments 

■ New measures to enhance savings growth to 30 pc 

■ FIPB claarance for FDI proposals in 2 months 

■ 10 million new jobs each year 

■ Revamp machinery to resolve revenue disputes 

■ Commission to review industrial laws 

1 Restructuring of SEBs to be hastened _ 
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governments, NCOs and local 
communities are also essential. 

The report also calls for sweeping 
reforms of India's vocational and 
technical programmes. Less than S per 
cent of the Indian education budget is 
spent on technical education, compared 
to 18 per cent in Malaysia. India is poised 
to cross the two billion dollar barrier in 
software exports by the year 2000, 
therefore there is a need to enlarge the 
pool of tc'chnical skills in the country. Any 
strategy to expand technical education at 
the secondary level must ensure the 
equivalency of degrees from technical 
institutes and general education 
universities. Coverage has also to be 
extended to women—currently the 
enrolment rate for women is only 17 per 
cent. 

The report recergnises the irrelevance 
of many vocational education courses and 
calls for tripartite couiuils between 
governments, private sector managers 
and labour unions, to identify technical 
skills and design relevant programmes for 
which there is real demand in the 
expanding global and national markets. 

The government also needs to take 
concrete steps to express commitment to 
the goal of universal primary education 
by enacting and enforcing compulsory 
education in all the States. 


SCANDALS 

President gives nod to prosecute 
three ministers 

P RHSIDENT K.K. Narayanan on April 
28, 1998, sanctioned the pmsecution 
of three scam-tainted former ministers 
Sukli i\am, Sheila Kaul and RK. Thungon 
in two different cases. Chargesheets 
against the three former ministers would 
be filed soon after the necessary 
paperwork is completed by the CBI. 

In case of former Communications 


The power generation capacity of India 
has increased from a meagre 1400 MW 
in 1947 to 81,164.41 MW at the end of 
1994-95. 
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Minister Sukh Ram, who now heads the 
Himachal Vikas Party (which is a partner 
in the State government led by the BJP), 
prosecution has been sanctioned in one of 
the three cases against him relating to 
reallocation of contract for the supply of 
3.5 lakh conductor kilometres of cables to 
Haryana Telecom Ltd. Two other cases 
against him, which are currently under 
trial, relate to alleged possession of assets 
disproportionate to his actual income and 
a contract for rural telecom equipment to 
a Hyderabad-based firm. 

Sanction for prosecution against 
former Urban Affairs Minister Sheila Kaul 
and her Minister of State P.K. Thungon 
has been granted in the case in which they 
are alleged to have abused their official 
positions to allot 21 shops and kiosks to 
various persons, including some known 
to them. 

SC orders prosecution of Rao, 
Buta in JMM case 

T he Supreme Court ruled on April 17, 
1998, that those MPs who had allegedly 
taken bribe to support the then Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasiinha Rao's government 
in the no-confidence motion five years agg, 
cannot be prosecuted as they enjoy 
constitutional immunity. However, the 


"bribe givers" will have to face trial. Thus," 
charges of corruption against the "bribe ' 
takers" were quashed. These were: Mr ' 
Simon Marandi, Mr Sibu Soren, Mr' 
Shailendra Mahato, Mr Sura] Mandal (all' 
former JMM MPs), Mr Anadi Charan Das, 
former Union Minister, Ram Lakhan Singh ' 
Yadav, Mr Roshan lal, Mr Abhay Pratap 
Singh and Haji Gulam Mohammt^. Diese 
people arc protected by Article 105(2) of 
the Constitution, said tire Supreme Court. 

The only exception among the 
alleged "bribe takers" who could not 
claim privilege against prosecution was 
former MP Ajit Singh who "did not" vote' 
on the no-confidence motion against the 
Rao government. The judges said that, 
being an MP, Mr Ajit Singh was a public 
servant when cognisance of charges wer^i 
taken against him. Further he had not cast 
his vote during the no-confidence motion 
against the Rao government on July 18, 
1993. This makes him ineligible for 
claiming immunity from prosecution. 

While deciding whether MPs and 
MLAs arc public servants and immune 
from prosecution for saving anything or 
voting in the House, the court allowed 
the prosecution of alleged "bribe givers" 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act 
(PCA). The accused here are Mr P.V. 


Ambani, One & Only Indian Billionaire ] 

Ohirubhai Ambani and his family are the only billionaires left in India this year after 
the Asian markets turmoil. Asian billionaires collectively lost 26 per cent of their wealth, 
that is $ 81 billion (Rs 2,44,000 crore), due to the turmoil in the Asian markets, according 
to a study by Forbes magazine. 

The study, which is an annual feature by Forbes to assess the worth of world’s richest 
persons, found that Asian billionaires were hardest hit by the currency and other market 
crashes in the region. Though India was largely sheltered from the crises o( its neighbours, 
its billionaires did not go unaffected. 

Only the Ambani family remained unaffected with its net worth remaining at $ 1.2 
billion (Rs 4,800 crore), the same as the previous year. 

The only other billionaire of Indian origin who remained unaffected by the turmoil was 
Britain-based NRI Lakshmi Mittal, whose net worth went up from $ 1.9 billion (Rs 7,600i 
croie) in 1997 to $ 2.2 billion (Rs 6,800 crore) in 1998. 

The other Indian billionaires from 1997 did not fare too well in 1998. Mr 
Kumaramangalam Birla’s net worth halves, moving down from $ 1.2 billion in 1997 to 
$ 600 million (Rs 2,400 crore) In 1998. Mr Adi Godrej had Ah .squally precipitous fait, 
of .68 per cent, dropping down to $ 500 millldn (Rs 2,'000 crore) in 1998, from $ 
billion (Rs 4,800 crore). 

Mr Rahul Baja] (1997 net worth $ 700 million or Rs 2,1800 crore), Mr Keshub. 
Mahindra (1997 net worth $ 350 millfon or Rs 1,400 crore) andf Mr'Ratan Tata (1997 net 
worth $ 100 million or Rs 400.crore}’did not figure on the list. 
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Narasimha Rao, Mr V. Rajeshwar Rao, 

, former Union Minister Satish Sharma, 
former Karnataka Chief Minister M. 

! Veerappan Moily, Mr Ram Linga Reddy, 
former Haryana Chief Minister and 
Congress MP Bhajan Lai, former Union 
^ Coirununication Minister Buta Singh, Mr 
! N.M. Ravanna, Mr D.K. Adikeshviilu and 
; Mr M. Thiiiunogwda. 

' The most significant declaration 
during the judgement was the fact that 
; MPs and MLAs are "public servants". The 
, Speaker of Lok Sabha or Chairman of 
Rajya Sabha can grant sanction for their 
prosecution under the Prevention of 
Corruption Act. 

Quattrocchi got $ 7.3 m 
commission in Bofbrs deai 

T he Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) while opposing Italian 
businessman Ottavio Quattrocchi's 
anticipatory bail application in the Delhi 
High Court said that Quattrocchi had 
received at least $ 7.3 million as 
commission for pushing through the Rs 
1437 crore Bofors gun deal in 1985. 

The CBI has told the court that they 
had been able to receive the documents in 
lanuary 1997 from the Swiss authorities 
and that it was clear from these documents 
that Quattrocchi was beneficiary of the 
money paid into AE Services Account, 
the first instalment of which alone was 
US $ 7..'t4 million. It has also pointed out 
that Quattrocchi had no experience 
whatsoever and no knowledge of 
armaments and defence equipment. The 
basis of constituting Quattrocchi as an 
agent was the influence which he wielded 
on the political and bureaucratic circles 
which could facilitate Bofors in obtaining 
the contract. 

Tlte CBI has also said that Quattrocchi 
was engaged by AB Bofors as its agent, 
contrary to the prohibition imposed by 
the Indian government, only because of 
his proximity witli the then Prime Minister 
and his family. 


IIVMIIML 

The Union Cabinet has fixed the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) of wheat at Rs 510 
per quintal for 1998-1999. 


INDiA-USA 

US tells India to continue policy 
ofN-restraint 

U s President Bill Clinton's visiting 
personal envoy. Bill Richardson, has 
asked India to continue its policy of 
nuclear restraint. On a two-day visit to 
India, on April 14-16, 1998, the 
Richardson team also expressed that the 
US shared India's concern over Pakistan- 
sponsored terrorism in Jammu and 
Kashmir and some other parts of the 
country. 

Also, in a possible qualitative shift in 
US-India relations, the two countries 
agreed on the need to together combat 
terrorism, especially of the sponsored 
variety, and decided to enhance bilateral 
cooperation in trade, investment and 
science and technology. 

Significantly, USA has also said that 
it recognises India's security concerns in 
the region. It has admitted that it 
understands the concerns that India has 
with China. China has a very advanced 
nuclear programme, ii said, and India 
must pay close attention to that. This 
would perhaps indicate that Americans 
arc emerging out of their traditional 
obsession that nothing else matters in the 
subcontinent except India-Pakistan 
equation, and that the nuclear and missile 
issues in the sub-continent have no 
external dimensions. 

Both sides, however, maintained a 
status quo on their respective views on a 
permanent seat for India in the Security 
Coimcil. India emphasised its legitimacy 
for such a seat but the US pointed that 
Asia must finally decide who it will send 
as representative to an expanded Security 
Council. 

India also expressed its keenness 
to acquire civilian tiuclcar technology 
as well as other high technology that 
has so far been proscribed by 
Washington because it is felt to have 
"dual-use". 

The US team was on a tour of South 
Asia in preparation for President 
Clinton's State visit to India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in the later 
part of 1998. 


INDIA-CHINA 

Visit of Chinese Army Chief of 
Staff 

I NDIA and China, on April 27, 1998, 
committed themselves to peaceful 
resolution of bilateral disputes, at a 
meeting between Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee and Gen Fu Quanyon, the 
Chief of General Staff of the Chinese 
People's Liberation Army. 

The Prime Minister told General Fu 
that friendly bilateral relations could 
develop only through mutual respect and 
recognition. Also, friendly cooperation 
between the two coimtries would promote 
peace and stability in the whole world. 

The Indian side also made reference 
to certain contentious issues like the Sino- 
Pak missile and nuclear collaboratiorm, 
wrong projection of the Chinese maps and 
the border disputes along with the issue 
of Line of Actual Control (LAC). Gen Fu 
was told that contrary to Quna's appre¬ 
hensions following the installation of tlie 
Vajpayee government, India's policy on 
Tibet, that the latter was an integral part 
of China, remained unchanged. 

Tlie PLA Chief's delegation included 
members from China's Air Force and Navy 
as well. Bilateral relations got strengthened 
after the visit of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao in 1993 when a landmark 
peace and tranquility agreement was 
signed paving the way for bilateral coop¬ 
eration in all areas pending resolution of 
the contentious Sino-India border 
question. 

The late Gen B C. Joshi was the first 
Indian Army Chief to visit China in 1994. 
later, former Navy Chief V.S. Shekhawat 
and Gen Malik, as then Vice Chief of Army 
Staff, had visited China in 1996 and 1997, 
respectively. 

Gen Fu is the first Chinese Chief of 
General Staff to visit India. 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
Massacre near Udhampur 

2 6 Hindus were massacred by terrorists 
on April 17,1998 in Prankote village in 
Udhampur district of J & K. This was the 
third massacre in Jammu and Kashmir in 


JUNE '98 COMPETITION MASTER 8M 



CURRENT AFFAIRS 




the past three months.Twenty three 
Kashmiri Hindus had been massacred in 
Wandhama village in Kashmir on January 
25 night and nine Muslims had been killed 
in Nava Pachi area on January .30. 

Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah has 
criticised Pakistan for the brutality and 
blamed the Pakistan-sponsored terrorists 
for the massacres. Apparently, the 
terrorists killed the Hindus to divert 
attention of security forces personnel 
engaged in a fierce encounter with 
insurgents in Tiringa village nearby. 

TERRORISM 
Narco terrorism a threat 

V ARIOUS researches have shown that 
close to three lakh troops, including a 
third of the Indian Army, are at present 
engaged in a war against narco-terrorism, 
militancy, insurgency and other such 
threats to national security. These threats 
keep growing—population explosion, 
eco-disaster, information warfare and most 
dangerous in immediate effect, the drug 
weapon nexus that stretches far beyond 
the national borders. The nexus between 
narco-terrorism and proliferation of liglit 
weapons seems to be the most vicious and 
intractable one. 

The problem has been traced to the 
cold war days—during the Afghan 
conflict, umpteen drug labs and 
weapon bazaars sprouted in the 
neighbouring Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. The deluge of weapons 
was also accompanied by narco¬ 
trafficking from Karachi into the inter¬ 
national m.^rkets, including India. 

It has also been pointed out that 
India is sandwiched between two 
notorious international drug networks— 
golden crescent and golden triangle— 
and the ongoing liberalisation process 
has only complicated the issue. Drug 
trafficking has, in fact, become more of a 
threat to national and international 
security. 

Heightened threats from this 
insidious nexus has been attributed to 
poor vigilance and iiradequate intelligence 
infrastructure. India needs to have a tight 
law and order mechanism to discourage 
the anti-national elements peddling in 
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narcotics' money, which is being used to 
sustain low intensity conflicts in the 
country. 

POLITICAL 

13 Parties get EC recognition 

T he Election Commission, on April 21, 
1998, gave recognition to 13 political 
parties, including Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD), Haryana Lok Dal (HLD), Lok 
Shakti, Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Trinamool 
Congress and Samajwadi Janata Party 
(Rashtriya) as State parties, after a review 
of their recent poll performance. 

The Pattali Makkal Katchi and Shiv 
Sena, which were already recognised as 
State parties in Pondicherry and 
Maharashtra, have also been recognised 
as State parties in Tamil Nadu and Dadra 
and NagarHaveli. The other parties which 
have become eligible for recognition are 
United Minorities Front of Assam, All 
India Rashtriya Janata Party (Gujarat), 
Manipur State Congress Party, MDMK 
(Tamil Nadu) and Indian Congress 
(Socialist) in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

The RJD has been given recognition 
in Biliar and Manipur, tlie Lok Shakti in 
Karnataka and Nagaland, BJD in Orissa, 
Trinamool Congress in West Bengal and 
SJP (Rashtriya) in Chandigarh. 

Poll performance of the parties at 
the 1998 Lok Sabha elections was 
reviewed by the Commission under 
the Election Symbols (Reservation and 
Allotment) Order, 1968, to determine 
if any of the registered, unrecognised 
parties have become eligible for 
recognition as national or State 
parties. 

The order also specifies that a party 
to be eligible for recognition should 
have returned either one member to the 
Lok Sabha for every 25 members, or any 
fraction of that number elected from the 
State, or at least one member to the 
State Legislative Assembly for every 30 
members, or any fraction of that 
number, or total number of votes polled 
by all candidates of the party should 
not be less than six per cent of total 
votes polled in general elections in the 
State. 


RESERVATIONS 
100 per cent quota not 
permissible under statute 

T he Supreme Court has held that the 
total exclusion of the general public 
and cent per cent reservation for the 
backward classes, as in a single-post cadre, 
was not permissible within the 
constitutional scheme. It has said that in 
making reservations for the backward 
classes, the State cannot ignore the 
fundamental rights of the rest of the 
citizens. 

The apex court also ruled that there 
was no difficulty in appreciating a need 
for reservation for the members of the 
backward castet and scheduled tribes and 
other backw'ard classes. Also, such 
reservation was not confined to the initial 
appointment in a cadre but also to 
appointments in promotional posts. 
However, it should be remcmbcrL'd that a 
situation should not be brought about by 
which the chance of appointments is 
completely taken away so far as the 
members of other segments of society are 
concerned. 

The judgement said that Articles 14, 
15 and 16, including 16 (4) and 16 (4A), 
should be applied in such a manner so 
that a balance is struck in the matter of 
appointments, by creating reasonable 
opportunities for the reserved classes and 
also for other members of the community 
who did not belong to the reserved 
classes. 

The Constitution bench judgement 
came on a review petition filed by the 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research, Chandigarh, 
seeking a court direction to validate the 
constitutionality of reservation in a 
single-post cadre. 




IRELAND 

A peace deal atlast! 

T he Ulster Unionist Party (UUP), the 
largest political party in Northern 
Ireland, has given a decisive endorsement 
to the Northern Ireland peace deal signed 
in mid-April. 

The main points of the accord are: 

B The Republic of Ireland has given 
up its absolute claim to absorb 
Northern Ireland as a part of 
Ireland, the end for which so many 
Republicans have fought ..nd died. 
More than 3,200 people died in 
violence over this dispute over the 
past 30 years. 

B Militants on both sides have accepted 
a decommissioning of weapons and 
accepted that they will advance 
towards solutions only through non¬ 
violent means. 

B A new Irish Assembly will include 
members from all sides, selected on 
the basis of the proportion of voles 
each group received in elections. 
Decisions ran be taken only by 
agreement between the two sides 
B A British-lrish Council has been set 
up to oversee the working of the Irish 
Council to work on the basis of 
consensus on "matters of mutual 
interest". 

B An independent police commission 
with members from both sides will 
ovc'see the policing in Northern 
Ireland and securitv forces 
withdrawn. 

B All sides agreed to guarantee human 
rights, with freedom for political 
thought, freedom of expression and 
religion, and the right to pursue 
democratic and political aspirations. 
The settlement agreed to by die British 
and Irish governments as well as bv the 
Catholic and I'rotestant political and 
militant groups has found what has been 
proclaimed a path-breaking way out of the 


DoftoKiw- 

India’s first-ever airport art gallery has 
been opened at the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, New Delhi. 


dilemma. 

Some experts have said that the 
Ireland accord could perhaps show' way 
for Kashmir solution Corresponding to 
the main aspects of the Ireland accord, 
solutions could be found for the Kashmir 
problem in similar lines. 

(Alfio Sir Special Feature on 9,3{)) 


PAKISTAN 

Threats of arms race as Pak tests 
IRBM 

O N April 6,1998, Pakistan succc.ssfully 
test-fired its intermediate ballistic 
missile (IRBM), Gliauri, capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads. Pakistani scientists 
claim that the missile can target almost all 
major Indian cities The missile, with a 
range of 1300 km and a payload of 700 kg, 
is the most powerful weapon in the 
country's defence armoury. Pakistan 
claims that Ghiuiri is answer to India's 
PriHwi and Ag«i missiles and has been 
developed by the father of the country's 
nuclear programme. Dr Abdul Qadeer 
Khan. 

The test-firing of Gliuiiri was stated 
by Indian experts as a hoax and by USA 
'regrettable'. Indian experts said that the 
procedure for testing missiles rccpiin-s an 
international warning to be issued to 
shipping lines and commercial airlines 
weeks in advance. But, there was no such 
warning issued by Islamabad. USA, 
however, believes that test-firing did take 
place. 

Moreover, Pakistan's successlul test 
firing has also brought into tocus the 
Pakistnn-China collaboration Besides the 
assistance for the llatf senes, C hina is 
also understood to have been assisting, 
I’akislan in the development ot Ait..ii 
series of missiles for the past 13 years. 
The Pakistani missile programme had 
shot into prominence suddenly in April 
1988 when it was announci I that the 
country had tested two types of ballistic 
missiles Half I and //«//' 11. l-ollowing 
indications of China's assistance to 
Pakistan in its missile programme, certain 
sections in the USA called for an end to 
Sino-US Nuclear cooperation. It is 
possible that China's role nay prove to 


be a hindrance to smooth Indo-China 
•'elatiunships also. 

It has to be noted that Gliauri does 
not have as much military significance 
as political. The meaning of Gfinuri is that 
Pakistanis know how to stand up to the 
Americans and manipulate them than the 
Indians who do not display any spine in 
dealing with US pressure. 

This is the third time Pakistanis 
hav e been able to do that. They did in 
1965 when they raised a second 
armoured division. Again it happened 
in the HOs when they assembled nuclear 
w'eapons. Now they are demonstrating 
to the world that they ran defy the 
American diktat. 

I very lime (hey do it they get away 
with it and the US backs down. On the 
other hand, India yields readily to US 
pressure. A^iii is said to have been kept 
on hold due to US pressure. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Talks atlast to broker peace 

O N April 27. 1998, in a significant 
breakthrough, Afghanistan's Taliban 
militia and the northern alliance adopted 
a toilr-point agenda for their crucial peace 
talks which included consideration of 
reasefii'' and discussion on the 
contentious Ulema (Islami scholars) 
commission. The (our-point agenda 
fiialised was (a) consideration of miitter 
relating to the Ulema commission (b) 
consideration ol ceasefire and release of 
prisoners bv both sides (c) consideration 
ol modalities lor lilting ol blockade oi 
IIa/aiM|al region and opening ol road 
communication', in Afghanistan to 
facilitate deliverv ol humanitarian goods 
and services to all .sections 'il people in 
the (ouniry and {il) fixing (9 date and 
venue ot the second meeting of the 
steering committee. 

Both the sides agreed to appoint 
their delegates to the commission and 
neither side will have the right to veto 
the other's selection. The commission 
of Ulema will rule the country in line 
with Shariat or Islamic l.aw. The 
members of the commission will 
interpret the Islamic law and both sides 
in the conflict have agreed to abide by 
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their decision 

The brc.iklhn)ci(;h in tlie talks came 
as the US ambassador to United Nations 
Bill Riclianlson intervened, The Clinton 
administrative had taken a new 
diplomatic initiative and sent Mr 
Richardson to Afghanistan to urge the 
warring factions to move towards peace 
Mr Richardson became the- first Cabinet 
rank American official to visit Afghanistan 
in more than 20 years. Toriner Secretary 
of State Henry KLssingcr was the last such 
American to tour Afglianislan in the mid- 
1970s before a Communist government 
took power. 

In the 85 per cent of Afghanistan, 
that is ruled by the Taliban army, a harsh 
form of Islamic law had been imposed 
Women no longer can work, schools for 
girls have been closed and men have to 
grow beards and wear a head covering. 
Most Taliban soldiers belong to 
Afghanistan's majority Pakistan ethnic 
group and their opponents, belonging 
to the country's minorities, say their 
edits reflect tribal traditions rather than 
Islamic law. 

In the Northern 15 per cent of 
Afghanistan, where the Taliban's enemies 
rule, the laws are not so harsh, but the 
lawicssne.ss in the area has made it 
impossible lor international aid 
organi/alions to remain there 

Meanwhile, the UN has urged Iran 
and Pakistan to stop the flow of arms and 
ammunition to Afghanistan's warring 
factions. The UN has warned that the 20- 
ycar-old war is threatening the entire 
region. 

More than 1.5 million people dii'd in 
Afghanistan during the 1980s Russian 
occupation and another 50,000 have died 
since Islamic insurgents threw out the 
communists in 1992 

The first round of talks, 
however, ended in a stalemate with 


OiyMlKBOll- 

The Narasimhan Committee has 
completed its survey of the banking 
sector and has submitted a 
comprehensive report on a reforms 
package for the sector. 
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both sides sticking to their own point 
of view 


CAMBODIA 

Pol Pot passes away 

P OI. Pot, the Cambodian ruler who, as 
a leader of the Khmer Rouge, 
instigated and sustained the horrific 
"killing fields" during his brief period 
controlling the country (1975-1979), died 
on April 15,1998, somewhere in his long¬ 
time sanctuary on the I'hai-Cambodian 
border. 

Pol Pot had used his genocidal 
instincts to eliminate between a fifth and 
a quarter of the whole Khmer race. He 
had unleashed terror upon what the 
world thought as a calm and pleasant 
kingdom. 

Ironically, Pol Pot ended up fulfilling 
the very fear that had given his Khmer 
Communist movement meaning. He and 
his comrades had been motivated by the 
pervasive underlying Khmer fear of 
being a race in danger of extinction. 
Howex'or, he later ordered the execution 
of all foreign correspondents caught in 
Khmer Rouge territory during the 1970- 
1975 struggle against the then"" 
Cambodian ruler Lon Nol. 

He also '‘mpiied Phnom Penh of 
every one ot its inhabitants, immediately 
after Lon Noi was defeated, and sent 
them off to toil in the countryside. He 
sealed Cambodia off completely from the 
outside world in the pursuit of utopian 
Year Zero 

Lven more ironical was the tact that 
the very nation which Cambodians feared 
might extinguish them—Vietnam - 
probably .saved it when V'ietnami'sc troops 
invaded Cambodia and overthrew the Pol 
Pot regime in 1979. 

,\s part of the Pol Pot legacy, a 
mindless violence still permeates 
Cambodian politics and society. 
Therefore, it is still too soon to he sure 
that Cambodia can be redeemed. Present 
Prime Minister Hun Sen, himself a 
defector from the Khmer Rouge regime, 
set'ks, sometimes violently, to rid himself 
of all opposition. The Khmer Rouge 
remnants also seek to survive by entering 
into deals with Hun Sen. 


INDONESIA 

Revised reform package 
announced 

T he Indonesian government, on April 
8,1998, announced its third attempt in 
six months to salvage an international 
bailout package that is essential to 
alleviating its worst economic crash in 
decades. The most recent agreement 
between Indonesia and the IMP was 
reached after a lot of debate, followed by 
major concessions on both sides. 

Indonesia has now disbanded its 
highly prized monopolies, but the 
international lenders agreed to let the 
country retain subsidies in several 
industries, appaiently to head off civil 
unrest over rising prices 

The deal between the IMF and 
Indonesia also ensured that the $ 4.5 billion 
IMF rescue package was given to the 
country. Earlier, there had been a 
suspension of a $ 3 billion loan instalment 
in March 1998 

Indonesian negotiations with the IMF 
have seen various ups and downs in the 
past few months. Initially, a help package 
wasdiscussed iiUVtobcr 1997, when <ither 
failing Asian economies were also 
requesling urgent international help. 
When Indonesia's economy began lo 
decline in January and the government 
started lo backslide on the lerm.s of the 
package lh»‘ agreement was revised. Agam, 
in February, discussions broke doiv n when 
the IMF had complained that the 
Indonesian government liad not fulfilled 
promised tough reforms. 

It has been pointed out that only 
thorough and painiul reform would 
enable Indonesia to turn the comer on a 
sinking currency, high inflation and rising 
unemployment. 

Under the deal agreed upon, tlie 
government is supposed to privatise 
twelve key State enterprises in 1998, 
including telecommunications, mining 
and cement companies. Indonesia has also 
announced that it has frozen operations 
of seven insolvent banks, some with 
connections to Suharto's family. The 
country is expected to face tough times 
ahead. It has been predicted that 
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Indonesia's economy would shrink by 4 
per cent for the fiscal year ending March 
30, 1999. Inflation rate for this period 
would be 17 per cent. 


RUSSIA 

Kiriyenko approved as Prime 
Minister 

R USSIA’S State Duma, Lower House 
af Parliament, approved Sergei 
Kiriyenko as Prime Minister on April 24, 
1998. Mr Kiriyenko won 2.'il vote*, in the 
Duma, much more than the 226 votes he 
needed to secure confirmation. In the 
first voting on April 10, Kiriyenko had 
secured only 143 votes as against 186 
and in the second voting on April 18, 
115 votes as against 271. One of the 
factors that helped him was that the 
deputies decided to held a secret ballot, 
thus boosting his chances 

On the final day of voting, out ol .3*^8 
members pn-senl in the House only 188 
supported the (.bmmunist pnrpcrsal to hold 
roll-call ballot like on April 17 when 
Kiriyenko had got only 115 \otos 
Communist leader Gennady Zyuganoc 
had reiterated that his 135 strong lactii'H 
would vote against Kiriyenko. Howi'ver, 
a number of prominent communist 
leaders, including Duma Speaker 
(iennady Seleznyov, Deputy Speaker 
Svetlana Goryacheva and Depiit\ 
Chairman i)f Loreign Affairs Committee 
Alexei Pedbervo/kin, declared their vote 
to Kiriyenko to prevent dissolution ol 
Duma. 

Efforts to stall Kirivenko's 
appointment came with an intention ol 
trying to impeach Bori.s Yeltsin 
President Yeltsin had threatened that he 
would dissolve the Duma it Ids 
candidate was not approved as Pi line 
Minister. 


MYtaKfllN- 

Six new railway zones, set up in 1996- 
97 are East West (Bhubaneshwar). 
North Central (Allahabad), East Central 
(Hajipur), South Western (Bangalore), 
North Western (Jaipur) and West Central 
(Jabalpur). 


RUSSIA-JAPAN 
Summit meeting 

R ussian and lapanese leaders met for 
m informal summit cur April 18-19,1998, 
in tlieir efforts to work towards a formal peaw 
treaty. Even five decades after World War II, 
the two natioas arc yet to sign a peace tavity, 
mainly because of a temtorial dispute over 
four tiny islands in the soudiem Kuril chain 
that Soviet troops seized .from |ap.m in tlie 
closing days of the w ar. 'fhis meeting was a 
continuation of last meeting lietween Russkm 
President Yeltsin and Japanese I ’rinw Minister 
Hashimoto in Siberia five months ago, w'hca' 
they agreed to w'ork toward a tivaty by the 
year 20(K). The meeting was helcl at the 
pictuiesc|ue Kawana resort in japan. 

However, expectations tor some 
breakthrough were low from the start Eor 
one, Yeltsin has enough domi'stic political 
problems which makes it difficult tor him 
to concede on the territorial dispute. 

Trade between the two nations still 
comes to less titan one per cent of Japan's 
worldwide trade, W'hile Japanese 
investments in Russia are estimatexi at $ ,3.30 
ntillion, just one per ceni to two per cent of 
tlte foreign investment in Russia. 

Pn-sident Yeltsin proposed that Japan 
and Russia build a large-scale fish 
proa*ssing facility' together on thedlspuh-d 
islands. But, Hashimoto replied that Japan 
wimld only consider the proposal along 
with efforts toward a peace treaty 


INDIAN OCEAN 
UN proposal for peace zone 
being opposed 


T he United States, L'K and Erance are 
vehementiv opposing a long-standing 
UN proposal for declaring the liuiinn 
Ocean as a zone of peace; anti the UN is 
on the verge of abandoning it. 

The 44-mcmbcr UN ad hoc committee* 
on the Indian Ocean was .set up ii. 1972 to 
implement a General A.sscmbiy resolution 
calling for tlu* establishment of a /one of 
peace in the Indian Ocean. The US has 
called for elimination of the Committee* as 
part of an attempt to reduce overheads in 
the financially ailing United Nations. 

US and Britain are against the* proposal 


because of their large military' presenn* in the 
region and tite rtgion's strategic imporUina* 
to rapid build up for ainfrontation in the Gulf 
and Ear East. The hvo countries, along with 
France had withdrawn from the aimmittec 
in 1989, arguing tiiat superpower rivalry had 
substantially diminyied with the end of the 
cukl war and there was no justification for a 
zone of peace. 

USA, in tlu* Iasi two decades, had 
viewed llie proposal as Soviet hackl'd, to 
neutralise bigger American naval and 
nuclear presence in the region. As the a>ld 
war era came to an end the US and Britain 
are now kevn to ki*ep up their subsUintivo 
prt*sence in the region. Earlier, at Uie height 
of the cold war, USA, UK, Erance ancf 
emhvliile Soviet Union had access to a string 
of naval basc*s in the region. I lowever, with 
cutting down on defence expenditure, 
Russia has loUiUy opU'd out oi the region. 

The USA, who at one stage was 
inclined towards the declaration of a zone 
of peace as Soviets outnumbered their 
bases in the region, have now declared 
that any /.one arrangement, whether in 
Indian (\ean or in other regions, was 
totally unacceptable to thi-m 


INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
First-ever anti-terrorism pact 
among Arab countries 

A I\AB countries, on A(’ril 22, 1998, 
signed the first regional anli- 
lerrorism pact, which, liowevei, exempts 
militants v/ho target Israel The pact also 
calls on Araii cinintries tc> deny reluge, 
training und finam iai or military support 
to groups 111 ,it I,lunch attacks on other 
Arab nationsand to exchange information 
on terrorist groups. 

I lowever, the pact exempts resislanci- 
movements, saying that militant acts aimed 
at "liberation and self- determination" do 
not amount to terrorism. Apparently, this 
clause was proposed by Ix'banon and is 
intended to jastify attacks on Israel by 
Palestinians, and by Lebanese gueiriila 
groups fighting to oust Israeli soldiers from 
southern I,ebanon. 

It has been said that the pact will help 
the Arab world direct ils energie.s towards 
econoniic development. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

CGI: Computer Generated Imaging. 
GAIS; Gateway Access for Internet 
Ser^'ices. 

AWARDS 

World Statesman Award, 1998 

P RESIDENT of India, Mr K.R. 

Narayanan, has been honoured with 
the Appeal of Conscience Eoundation's 
"World Statesman award", for his 
accomplishments as a statesman, author 
and diplomat. 

The foundation is an inter-religious 
organisation that promote.s worldwide 
religioiis freedom, tolerance and human 
rights. 

Majlis-e-Faroqh-e-Drdu award, 1998 

E minent Urdu writer from India. Ms 
Jeelani Bano, has been honoured with 
the awaid, which is Urdu world's highest 
literary award. 

She shared the award with Pakistani 
litterateur Intizar Hussain. 

Instituted in 19‘)f) by the Majlis-e- 
Faroqh-e-Urdu Adah of Doha (Qatar), the 
aVi^ard consists of a gold medal and cash 
award of Rs I 2.S crore each. 

« 

Pulitzer Prizes, 1998 ! 

For Foreign reporting: The New York j 
Times, for stories on Mexican corruption. 

For Public service North Dakota 
daily, for reporting on Cirand Forks floods 
in USA. 

Commentary award: Mike McAlary 
of the New York Daily News, for "his 
coverage of the brutalization of a Flaitian 
immigrant by police officers at a Bwklyn 
station house". 

Breaking news award; The Los 
Angeles Times staff, for its coverage of a 
failed bank robbery and shoot-out wiih 
police in north Hollywood 

For investigative reporting: Gary 
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Cohn and Will England of the Baltimore 
Sun, for their stories on international ship¬ 
dismantling industry, including the labour 
and environmental implications of 
discarded ships. 

BOOKS 

Barbarians led by Bill Gates: Microsoft 
from inside 

T his narrative, written by Jennifer 
F'dstrom, former Microsoft software 
developer and the i-stranged daughter of 
company's top publicist Marlin FTIer, is 
an irrelevant insider's view of Microsoft 
corp. It explores 15 years of the business 
practices of the company. The book is 
hoped to be of interest of government 
investigators who have slapped an anti¬ 
trust suit against Microsoft. 

Insider, The 

T he Insider is written by Mr 
Narasimha Rao, former Prime 
Minister of India. Through this bixik, Mr 
Rao opens a window on the grimy world 
of politics, populated largely by ruthless 
self-seekers, sveophants and outright 
crooks 

1 he 7h7-page book tells the story of a 
bov from a dusty village in Andhra 
Pradesh who gi'ts caught up in the 
struggle for Independence, moves swifth' 
into State politics and rises above his 
scheming enemies to the highest public 
office. 

Mr Rao worked on the novel for more 
than 20 yea«s. Although many claim this 
book to be autobiographical, Mr Rao says 
it is purely a piece of fiction. 

DEFENCE 

Navy to have command HQ at Port 
Blair 

P ORT Blair in the Andamans is to 
become the site for a full-fledged 
command headquarters of the Indian 


Navy. 

The Far Eastern Naval Command 
(FENC), which will become the fourth 
command of Indian Navy, will involve 
augmentation of military force levels, and 
setting up of several surveillance and 
monitoring stations in the 750 km long 
Andaman and Nicobar archipelago. 

The current defence establishment at 
Port Blair comprises a Fortress Andaman 
and Nicobar (FORTAN), which is a tri- 
ser\’ice unified command headed by a Vice 
.Admiral. 

INS Darshak—survey ship of Navy 

T he Indian Navy has launched a siirv'cy 
ship, INS Darshnk. It is the eighth of 
Its class to be built indigenously in defence 
ship-yards of India. However, this was the 
first time that Goa shipyard limited buill 
a survey vessel 

The vessel ran carry out coastal and 
oceanic hydrographic survey of ports and 
harbours and approaches and can also be 
used in determination of navigational 
(hannel/routes for safe navigation and 
safety of life at .sea. The ship will also 
undertake surveys of maritime limits up 
to FEZ. Collection of oceanographic and 
geographical data for defence application 
is also a major role assigned to the ship. 

It is equipped with techiiologically 
advanced computer-based and soflware- 
driven survey systems, to gather vast 
quantities of hydrographic data, within 
relatively short period. The multi-beam 
swath echo-sounder, fitted onboard, can 
obtain a complete and thorough three- 
dimensional coverage of the sea bottom. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Antarctica: Vulnerable to global 
ambitions 

A 50-year moratorium on mining in 
xxAntarctica notwithstanding, 
expanding scientific activity and tourism 





poses a serious threat to the continent's 
fragile eco-system, which could affect 
ocean chemistry and lead to a rise in sea- 
level and ozone depletion, warn experts. 

The first non-nuclearised and 
demilitarised zone of the world, Antarctica 
is home to 54 species of seabirds and 21 
marine mammal species 

But nations eager to exploit these 
marine resources in the garb of scientific 
research are threatening the very 
ecological existence of the continent 
For example, Argentina's base in 
Antarctica includes 70 to 80 militarv 
officers out of a total of 120 personnel sent 
there for scientific research. L'vcn Pakistan 
has covertly sent an expedition to tin- 
continent without informing any of tin- 
signatories to the treaty. 

Apart from establishing political 
supremacy over each other, however, what 
is worrying experts is the growing 
demand among the world community tor 
division of the 27.3 million sc| kms of the 
circum-polar ocean surrounding 
Antarctica. 

Only legislation and awareness 
amemg the public ran pul an end to tin- 
violation of the 1959 Antarctica Treaty, 
w'hich prohibits economic utilisation of the 
continent's resources. 

ITie only way out Ls to make the world 
understand, either by legislation or 
thremgh awareness, the deliiate position 
of Ant ircticd and, therefore, strive lor a 
comprehensive protection n-gime I'l its 
environment. 

PERSONS 
Pol Pot 

T he death of Khmer Rouge U-ader Pt>l 
Pot, on April 16, 1998, signalled the 
end of the murdt'rous career of one ot the 
world's most psychotic t) rants. 

Pol Pot had been responsible for the 
deaths.of upto two million Caiubodians, 
victims of a gruesome regime bent on 
turning the country into an Agrarian 
Maoist Utopia between 1975 and 1979. 

When he came to power in 1975, Pol 
Pot quickly set about transforming 
Cambodia into his vision of an agrarian 
utopia, by emptying the cities, abolishing 
money, private property and religion, and 
setting up rural collectives. 


His success was attributed to his 
ability to combine remarkable charm and 
grace with an unflinching appetite for 
killing. 

PROJECTS 

Konkan RIy dedicated to nation 

T he 760-km Konkan Railway line was 
formally dedicated to the nation by 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee at 
Ralnagiri on May 1, 1998, 

Billed as Asia'- largest rail line, the 
Konkan project, built at a cost of over lis 
.3,400 cron*, was commissioned on Ian 26, 
1998. Work on the project had begun in 
October, 1990. 

The new line would reduce distance 
between Delhi and Mangalore, Mumbai 
and Mangalore and also between 
Ahmedabad and Mangalore. The rail 
distance between Mumbai and Ooa would 
also be reduced considerably. 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Goa are equity partners in the 
project. 01 the total length of 760 km, 
382 km lie in Maharashtra, 105 km in 
Goa and 273 km in Karnataka Hu- 
Konkan Railway Corporation, which is 
)ointly owned by the Railway Ministry 
and tilt- three State governments, was 
set up initially with an authorised 
capital ot Rs 600 crore. 

RESEARCH 

Sniffer computers to help human 
beings 

O NE of the most exciting ihallenges 
before technology has been tlv.- 
developmenl ot artiticiai sensors capable 
ot im’lating the five senses 

While systems responding to visual 
or acoustic stimuli have long been 
developed, Cierman researchers an- now 
experimenting with sensors and elcctronii 
systems to imitate the perception of smell. 

Researchers at Germany's Dailmer- 
Benz Aerospace (DBA), which specialises 
in sensor systems for fire and toxic 
chemieds, have developed sniffer 
computers that can be used for measuring 
and monitoring sniffing tasks in industry. 
'The human ncise relics on 20 to 30 million 
nerve cells to identify odours. This is done 
by registering specific individual 
substances or combinations of substances 






in air. The neurons have a different 
response to each molecule that makes 
contact with the rcccptc'rs in the nerve 
cells and there are 20 to 30 types of 
neurons. 

The overall pattern of signals is 
characteristic of that particular odour— 
its 'fingerprint' This pattern is passi*d on 
to the brain which compares it with 
previously experienced patterns and 
identifies it. 

The electronic nose works in much 
the same way. An array of sensors produce 
different responses to the substances it 
encounters. 

The electronic nose has certain 
advantages over humans and laboratory 
analysis techniques. Unlike the highly 
precise but time-consuming and cost¬ 
intensive methods of gas chromatography 
and mass spectroscopy, it dw’s not register 
and analyse every single substance in the 
atmosphere, but concentrates on the 
essential ii\/ormation needed to identify 
a specific smell. 

Th(‘ human sense of smell is affected 
by external factors, is liable to fatigue, and 
is subjective. An artificial nose, on the 
other hand, can automaii- routine tasks or 
perform long-term measiiremi-nts like 
I monitoring the pollution generated by 
j production plants 

i Though it will never b<- entirely 
j possible lor artificial noses to replace 
I luim ins, llu- electronic system can 
j perfeclly ti-sl and sort smells, as against 
I Ihi hiim.in nose winch can only decide 
I wh(-tber a smell is pleasant or not 

! SPACE RESEARCH 

! Columbia's 'neurolab' mission 

T he us .spdu- shuttle Coliiiiibiii began 
a two-week mission on April 18, 1998, 
to explore how the human brail, controls 
die nervous system. 

The shuttle, v/ilh a crew of seven 
and more than 2,000 creatures aboard, 
including rats, snails and mice, blasted 
off from NASA's Kennedy Space Centre 
in Florida after a day's delay due to 
computer problems. The crew spent 15 
days and 22 hours studying the effects 
of space flight on the human nervous 
system. 

Under the mis.sion, callt-d "ncurolab", 
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the crew members' first effort was to tocus 
on activatin>> the technological systems in 
the sp<icelab mthfulc, which house many 
of the 26 lu'urological experiments to be 
conduclexi during the flight 

NASA said it hopes the mission will 
provide a clue to the mi-chanisms of such 
earthbound ailments as motion sickness 

I 

and insomnia. 

The space shuttle also carried 
Japanese laboratory equipment, and 
astronaut Chiaki Mukai, the first Japanese 
woman in space, who assisted the 
experiments along with scientists from 
four other countries. The mission was the 
25th flight of Columbia and the ‘)0th flight 
since the start of the space shuttle 
programme in April 1981. 

MISCELLANY 

Preparations begin for millennium 
census 

A ccording to Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner ot India M. 
Vijayanunni, "Preparations have 
commenced in full swing for the next 
population Census of India to be 
conducted with the retrence moment as at 
the sunrise* on March I, 2001." 

It was pointed out that while each 
census is an important event on its own, 
the 2(K)1 census will be even more unique 
This is because it will throw up historic 
benchmark data on the state of the 
nation—society, demography and 
economy—at a point of time which marks 
tile commencement of not only the next 
century but the next millennium and, 
hence, it can be truly christened as the 
Millennium Census. 

It will provide a unique and vital 
database tti chart the destiny of the 
nation through the next century and 
millennium. 

Officials believe that 2001 census 
will be the lirst head count crossing 100 
crore of people in India The population 
of India at the time of the last census in 
1991 was 84.6 crore. The population of 
India at the previous censuses were as 
follows: 1901—23.8 crore, 1911—25.2 
crore, 1921—25.1 crore, 1931—28 crore, 
1941—32 crore, 1951—.36 crore, 1961 — 
44 crore, 1971—55 crore, 1981 —68 cror^, 
1991—84.6 crore. 
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Millennium bug: A money spinner for 
India? 

T he millennium bug, due to strike the 
computer world on January 1, 2()(X), 
offers India an opportunity to reap in a 
whopping six billion dollar business for 
solutions to the Y2K or year 2000 problem. 

As the clock strikes 12 on the 
midnight of December 31, 1999, most 
computers around the world would go 
crazy with their in-built clock going back 
a 100 years, as they would read the new 
year as Jan 1,1900 instead of Jan 1, 2000. 
Solutions to this problem—caused by the 
computers reading only the last tw'o digits 
of the year as everyone does—offer both 
a challenge and an opportunity, say 
computer and software expt*rts. 

"Indian software exports are 
currently projected to reach somewhere 
between 2.5 billion to three billion US 
dollars. Clearly, if we can grasp the year 
20(X3 opportunity, this number could easily 
double on the assumption that we just get 
one to two per cent of the total market", 
says Vikash Gupta, Assistant Director of 
the Electronics and Computer Software 
I'.xport Promotion Council. 

For many years, software applications 
have been built with two-digit fields. F-»r 
example, the year 1980 has been stored in 
the compuU’r as 80. Users with a year date 
field of only two digits thus will not be 
able to operate when the year date is "00" 
as on January 1, 2000. 

These applications will either stop 
working or start giving erroneous results 
when used with dates that belong to the 
next century. It is reported that 80 per cent 
to 90 per cent of all applications will be 
affected by the Y2K problem. 

Since fiscal years are often decoupled 
from calendar yeans, even before the end 
of the calendar year 1999, many 
applications will stop or will begin to 
produce incorrect results. 

Missile programme has health spinoffs 

W HILE Pakistan claims to have better 
missiles, it cannot match the kind of 
technology spinoffs which India's missile 
programme has brought to the common 
man. 

An example; the indigenously 
developed composite material used on the 


nose cone of the Prifiwi and Agni missiles 
is now used as orthopaedic supports for 
polio-effected children. 

More than five of the several 
laboratories under the Defence Research 
Development Organisation (DRDO) work 
on life sciences and in recent time they have 
come up with an automated cancer 
detection device, called the Cy toscan, which 
can be used for mass cancer screenings. 

The DRDO has also developed a low- 
cost cardiac stress test system which can 
be taken to small towns and remote 
community health centres where such 
facilities arc unheard of even today. 
Besides, defence research has come up 
w'ith an external cardiac pacemaker which 
co:jts a third of imported models. 

Three years cigo, the DRDO teamed up 
W'ith the Department of Science and 
Technology and the Ministries ot Rural 
Development and Welfare and also certain 
medical institutions to form the ScKiety for 
Biomedical Technology (SBMT). The 
primary objective of the consortium, which 
binds together scientists, engineers, doctors, 
social workers and administrators, was 
precisely to make available defence 
teclinology to the mmmon man, in Urc stijpe 
ot affordabli* life-saving medical pnxlucts. 

Such has been the sun ess of the 
SBMT that there are plans to network 
medical institutions, civilian lal-oratories 
and social organisations to provide 
assistance to the disabled and the 
disadvantaged. 

Ttie new thinking in the DRDG is that 
while the main task of the DRDO's life 
sciences laboratories is to evolve and ensure 
combat capability, optimal health •md 
operational efficiciicy in extreme conditions, 
ranging from high altitudes to the deserts 
and di*ep ocr'ans, there is potential for 
collaboration with civilian specialists. 

The ORDD has also constituted a life 
Sciences Research Board (LSRB) with 
precisely that view in mind. A medical 
informatics system, called Dlianipanlari, 
has also been installed at the Military 
Hospital at Secunderabad in Andhra 
Pradesh, which digitises medical images 
and transmits them over distances through 
the existing communication infrastructure 
for real time diagnosis by experts sitting 
in other cities. 









CRICKET ! 

Coca Cola Cup ' 

SACHIN Tendulkar hit his 15th onc-day ' 
century to take India to a spectacular title 
win over Australia in the Coca Cola l 
Sharjah Cup cricket tournament. India I 
were set a target of chasing the huge total | 
of 272 for nine, made by the Aussies in i 
50 overs. India achieved the target by ; 
hitting 275 for four in 48.3 overs, thanks | 
to a brilliant 134 off just 131 balls by ! 
Tendulkar. I 

The third participating team was New ! 
Zealand. i 

Pepsi Cup ' 

AUSTRALIA won the three-nation Pepsi j 
series Cup as they defeated India bv tour ; 
wickets in the final played at Delhi's j 
I'eroze Shah Kotla ground. Scores indi.i , 
227 and Australia 231 for (i. The third , 
participating team was Zimbabwi' 

I 

Ranji Trophy 

KARNATAKA defeated Uttar Pradesh , 
easily to lift the Ranji Trophy. The final i 
was played in Bangalore. : 

I 

FOOTBALL ' 

UEFA Cup ■ 

CHILE'S Ivdii Zamorano scored an early , 
breakthrough goal and assi^■'ed on a 
second to lead Inter Milan to a 3-(' win , 
over I^zio Romo in the UEFA Cup final 
This was the third UEFA Cup title in a 
decade tor Inter Milan. ; 

Santosh Trophy 

BENCAL won the Santosh trophy, symbol i 
of national championship, for the fifth ] 
consecutive time, after beating Coa by a 
solitary goal in the final played at 
Guwahati. 

SNOOKER 

World Championship 

SCOTSMAN John Higgins claimed the 


world title by beating defending 
champion Ken Doherty 18-12 in the 
final played at Sheffield, England. The 
victory saw Higgins replace fellow 
Scot Stephen Hendry as world number 


TENNIS 

Gold Flake Open, 1998 
US Open champion and top seed Patrick 
Rafter of Australia dethroned reigning 
champion Mikael Tillstrom of Sweden to 
annex the men's singles title of the (Jold 
Flake Open AlP world tour championship 
played in Chennai. 

Mahesh Bhupathi and I eander Paes 
of India retained the doubles title bv 


I beating Oliver Delaitre (France) and Mat 
I Mirnyi (Belarus). 

I VOLLEYBALL 

I National superleague championships 
, PUNJAB beat Karnataka to retain the 
i men's title In the women's section, 
i Railways annexed the title by defeating 
! Kerala 

i The championships were held in 
I Patna. 

i 

! Federation Cup 

; PUNJAB Police beat Indian Overseas 
Bank, Chennai to win the men's title. The 
women's title was won by Indian 
Railways! who defeated Kerala. 
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AppoiNTFn, Ei.fciTtD Etc. 

Ciri/rt Prasad Koirala: He has been 
appointed as the Prime Minister of Nepal. 
He is chief of the centrist Nepali Congress 
party and heads a minority government. 

Suraj Blian: He is the new Governor 
of Uttar Pradesh. 

Hluii Mahaveer He has been appointed 
as the Governor of Madhya Pradesh. 

Ms Rajni Rar She has been appointed 
as I-l Governor of Pondicherry. 

Vijay Kafmr: He has been appointed 
as the new l.t Governor of Delhi. 

A. Padmantibhan. He is the new 
Governor of Mizoram 

justur Anshuman Singh: He has been 
appointed as the Governor of Gujarat. 

LI Gni (retd) J.f'R. jacob- He has been 
appointed as Governor ol Goa. 

A.K Kid'irai: He has been appointed 
as Governor of West Bengal 

Giiisli Chandra Siixt'iia: He has been 
appomled as the Governor ot Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

Sander Singh Bhandari: He is the new 
Governor of Bihar. 

Darbara Singir Senior Akali Dal 
leader, he has been appointed as Governor 
of Rajasthan. 

Sashina Swaraj Union Information 
and Bntadcasting Minister, she has been 
given additional charge of Com¬ 
munications. 

Ram Naik: Union Munster ot State for 
Railways and Parliamentary Affairs, he 
has been gp'en additional charge of 
Planning and Programme Imple¬ 
mentation. 

Soli Sorabirc 1 le has been appointed 
as Atto-nev General ol India. 


Kiishabhau Thakre: He has been 
elecU*d unopposed as the new President 
of BJP. 

Zhoii Gang: He has been appointtni 
as China's Ambassador to India. 

Surendra Kumar: He has been 
appointed as India's Ambassador to Ireland. 

Wini Duisenherg: He has been 
appointed as head of the European Central 
Bank. He belongs to Holland. 

DiSTiNCuiSHEn Visitors 

Abdus Samad Azad- Foreign Minister 
of Bangladesh. 

Gen Iknnis /. Retmer: US Chief of 
Army Staff. 

Gen r.U. Quamjon: Chief of China's 
People's Liberation Army. 

Bill Richardson: US President's special 
envoy. 

RESKiNCn 

Siirya Bahadur Thapa. Prime Minister 
ot Nepal. 

Sedaparti R. Miilhiah: Union Surface 
Transport Minister. 

Bula Singh: Union Communications 
Minister. 

Dieo 

Octavio Paz: Mexico's foremost 
literary figure and winner of Nobel Prize 
for literature. He was 84. 

Pol Pot: The inan whom generations of 
Cambodians will mmembiT as the worst war 
criminal in tlieir history, who was rcspon,sible 
for death of millions of Cambodians during 
tlu- Klimer Rouge regune. 

RamakanI Desai: Former Indian 
Cricketer. 


EVENTS 


APRIL 


10—Irish peace accord is reached betwei*n 
the governments of Britain and 
Ireland and the political repre¬ 
sentatives of Ulster s Nationalist and 
Unionist political parties, beginning 


and Bhajan Lai in the JMM Bribery 
case. 

19—Thirteen villagers arc gunned down 
by a group of militants in Prankote 
I village near Mahore in Udhampur 

{ district of Jammu & Kashmir, 

i 20—Fresh fighting in Sri I,anka claims life 
I of 60 militants and 28 government 

; soldiers. 

i 21—Plane crash in mountains outside 
Bogota in Colombia kills all 61 people 
! aboard the Boeing 727. 

j 24—Twenty four passengers are killed in 
, train accident near Hyderabad, 

i 30—Feastr, protests mark .‘50th 

anniversary of Israel. 


the first equitable political 
settlement for the different religious 
and political communities of Ulster, 
since Ireland was partitioned in 
1921. 

-Supreme Court orders prosecution 
of P.V. Nafasimha Rao, Buta Singh 


1— Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
dedicates the 760-km long Konkan 
railway line to the nation. 

2— Presidents and Prime Ministers of 15 
European Community (EU) countries 
assemble in Brussels to launch the 
euro, the EU currency which will be 
the sole legal tender, replacing 
national currencit*s. 

6—Curfew is clamped in Poonch In 
Jammu & Kashmir, following killing 
of four persons by militants. 

10—West Asia peace talks collapse as 
Israel criticises US dipl nnacy, 
saying that the invitation to the 
summit had come in the form ot an 
ultimatum. 
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Vfes, precisely that is what we assure you ! 

Thousands have joined us in the past and from 
a rudderless boat they today have a 
meaningful life - life with power, prestige and 
obviously money. All these can come to you 
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academic and competitive examinations 
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12 MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Recruitment Board Exam 

for Clerks, etc Rs 60 00 

13. MASTER GUIDE-Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks’ Giade 
Examination Rs 60 00 


POSTAGE FREE! 
If single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
Please add Rs 12.00 towards postage if 
order value is less than Rs 60.00 


P'-y B' S £■ D' ■ B. 9 


Ask from your Local Dealer or Order Direct 
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INDIAN BANK. CHANDIGARH 

ADVERTISEMENT <FOR ALL INDIA) 

H S PAUL. PAUL MEDIA SERVICES 
AW AD^HAMBERS SUDERSHAN PARK 
NEW DELHI—11001S 
TEI S4«5<08 FAXNO Oil S46S614 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

YEARLY lU 175 DO HALF YEARLY RlllOOO 
PAYMENT MUST BE REMITTED BY M O OR BANK 
DRAFT CHEQUES AND IPO* ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 

@ THE COMPETITION MASTER 

CONTENTS OR TRANSUTION OF CONTEND 
MUST NOT BE RDRODIICED IN ANY MANNER 
WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION 

PMNTBD tr ao. KHANNA AND PUBLISHED BY DJ} 
KHANNA ON BEHALF OF CHANDWA PRESS LTD AND 
HONTB) AT CHANDHU PRESS LTD AND PUBLISHED 
FEOM CHANDHU PRESS LTD AT CHANDHU PRSSS 
LTD, I2« INDUSTRIAL ARtA-l, CHANDIOARN 
BMTOR-OP KHANNA 

PHONE 0I7245IIM] FAX HI I724S77E1 


VISIT US ON INTERNET 

hap'Jhftm compMMonmistar.com 
LOOK OUT FOR NRW FEATURES 
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ijy£ii3 JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


^ TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS ^ 


TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


FREE 

prHE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 1 

FREE 

\l 1 \ss| III 

PMANaOEMENT & SERVICES 1 

1 \um ) < \sM 1 11 

W < H< 1 t( UN. -it 


1 II i<s. 'O, 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1998-1999 
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS 
WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP 
DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL OCTOBER 31, 1998. 


AS (PREL) EXAM MBA ENTRANCE EXAM/ 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER I's. 150&'- CAT/MAT/TMS.'XLP! 


tNtKAL b I UUitb t'AP&H i 'S. 15GW- 

I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS: 

1. POUTICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION UcH Ceun* 

I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGUSH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.I7BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFRCERS' EXAM/BANK P.O. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFRCERS' EXAM. GRADE ‘ATB’ Rs. 1800^ 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F7C.R.P.FJi.T.B.P. EXAM Rs.1500/- 

L I.C./Q.I.C. A.A.O.’s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES (CDSE) Rs. 1500/- 
INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXaSE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORSAI.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs.lSOQ/- 

SECTiON OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs.! 500/- 




B.B.SJB.B.A7B.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) Rs. 1500/- 
N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

l.i.Tyj.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

M.B.B.SJP.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

B.S.F., D.P.. C.B.I.. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’ GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
BANK CLERKS’/DLERKS' GRADE EXAM Rs. 1200/- 
ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE Rs. 1200/- 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTER ‘''WS/SSB COURSE Rs. 900/- 


HAPPY NEWS I NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 

« GROUP DISCUSSIONS Rs. 50/- 

t’' INTERVIEWS Rs. 50/- 

» ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

» INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50/- ea^h 

POLITICAL SCIENCE (I & H) Rs. 50/- each 

» INDIAN HISTORY_(I & 11) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE; 1. While sending your fee, please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly 
in capital letters on the M.O coupon or in the letter, it will help us to send you the study material at the earhest. Please write 
your address clearly. 

2. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 
DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M.A. EngilshS Pol. Sc. (PiA.Adnin.), P.Q. Dip. In Buskieas Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 

_Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to: 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

6/18. (II F LOOR), JANC.PURA EXTCNSION, (DOUBLL STORLY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, NLAR MAS.IID HOAD. NEW OELHM 'U014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. : 4316915. 4329106, 4;019.16, FAX: 9M 1-431350;' 

E-mail : iimspubS' ndp vsnl net in 



(5J:.^RKBQ0K ; RS. 200/- 



COMMON ERRORS : RS. 100/-1 NUMERICAL ABILITY : RS. 160/- 





























JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 



With an experience of 17 years in the field of Education, HMS now offers 
Franchise to run Coaching Centres for classroom coaching for the various 
Competition Courses in all major cities and towns of India. So, if you are 
a dynamic entrepreneur preferably with some previous experience in the field 
of education or related business, willing to invest a minimum of Rs. 3 
lacs and have access to 1500 sq.ft, area at a prime location in your city 
or town, get in touch with us immediately. Write to us today, with your 
resume giving details of location, city/town of interest and previous 
experience in business. 

BECOME AN IIMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART 
OF THE MOST REPUTED INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE 
BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM SEND RS. 200/- BY BANK 
DRAFT/M.O. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW. 


I'lIF INDIAN INSTl'i'Ul'E OF MANACii'MENT SERVICES 

6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION (DOUBLE STOREY), 

NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI 110014. 

PHONES 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX t 91-011-4313503 
E-Mail : ^^iinspub@nde.V8nl.netiii 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INMnUJir 


ri:ai> 

IIMS 

liOOKS 



riii: 
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6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14 
PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iiiiispub@nde.vsnl.net.iii 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 




1 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR Aa COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

(Including 3000 tMoethm Typo Eigmetod OuodUono) Bo 150/- 

2 2500 EXPECTED WKSTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs 76/- 

3 SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

(SOOO Oblectlvo Typo QuooUano for oil Enmai Rs 14W 

4 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGEKIS Ra ISO/- 

5 OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 

(Full Study Motoriol A SOOO ORfaeUva Quoodono) Ra 12(V-i 

6 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 

(0500 OUoetivo Typo QuooUono for oil Exomo) Ra ISO/' 

7 100 PRACTICE PAWtS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra ISO/' 
B ENGLISH COMPREHENSION (300 RMdliigCoiiipnlMniloiiPttaagM] fto 70/- 

9 COLLEGE A COM>ETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra 60/- 

10 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra 6W- 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR AU EXAMS (With Study Mttorlol) Ra 60/ 

OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT, NDA/ 


Ra 100/- 
Ra 100/ 

Ra 100/ 
Rs 100/ 


COSEMTSE EXAMS (With Futt Study Motoriol) Ra 120/- 

13 SOOO EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 

Study MotorlohTho Comploto Improvomont Couroo) Ra ISO/- 

14 100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABILITY (FullySalvsd)Ra 160/- 

15 GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS /4700 Ob/oellvo auootlono With Study Motoriol) Ra 160/- 

16 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 

(SOOO Objoetluo Typo QuooUono for oil Exomo ) Ra 160/- 

17 VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(ObloeUvo Typo QuooUonO WItti Full Study MotorIM Rs 120/ 

18 DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Ob)oeUvo Typo QuooUono With Full Study Motoriol) Ra 100/- 

19 OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Obloellvo OiMsItona; Ra 100/ 

20 3000 OBJECDVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

GENERAL SCIENCE /WK/i Study Motonol far oU Exomo) Ra 100/ 

21 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR ST/JEE EXAM Rs 100/ 

22 INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Fun Study Malarial A1800 QuaaUons) Rs 100/ 

23 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Rs 60/ 

24 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rs 60/ 

25 CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra 60/ 

26 TEST OF CLERICA L APT ITUC g _ ^ Ra 60/ 

27 an -nf^H (sj !iv=iln? Rs so/ 

28 fllRHI WR 6000 xigRw (vj ♦ortcR*) Uf-iNll Ra 160/- 

29 'HIRIRI MR 100 Rs 140/ 

30 YIRRI 2600 (Sg rHNIY Rb 60/ 

31 MRRI IR itRhvi Ra 150/ 

32 3l«>if^ Ra 150/ 

''■» I- n J «■ 1 J, V t 

ft* * ' 

1 SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra 100/ 

2 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra 100/ 

3 SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 100/ 

4 SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra 100/ 

5 20 000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM (OuooUoh Bonk) Ra 360/- 


13 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 

14 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 
16 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

16 4000 QUESTKlNS ON ECONOMK:S(WRIiFuH Study Malarial) 

17 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY 
16 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

INDIAN HISTORY (Wkh Full Study Motoriol) 

19 PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK 

20 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIESKIENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

21 16,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIESKIENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

22 min Yim - 4000 4igft«a (v; Ivf^) swilm 

23 mn MI ffilvra - onmn nmf) ts^osooMt^l^ ioHNiy 

24 vpirtflRl ftuiv aiMRn nnlR vo sooo vys^ri uiWNiy 

26 • 4000 (RJ llV*iltlY 

26 ^ mum • 4700 (og m^Nra 

27 oRiiiiM-aniraR nmi) i|R 4000 (Rgbsf^ni) hcAw 

28 RiRPR WHIRR laooomgf^ irfUir 


Ra 100/- 
Ra 200/- 
Ra 180/- 
Ra 250/- 
Ra 130/- 

Ra 400/ 
Ra 180/- 

Ra 200/- 

Ra 300/- 
Ra 200/ 
Fta 300/- 
Ra 300/- 
Ra 200/- 
Ra 200/- 
Ra 2S(V- 
Ra 3(X»- 






GENERAL SCIENCE Ra 200/ 7 GENERAL MENTAL A 
GEOGRAPHY 8 CURRENT AFFAI 

(WORLD 6 INDIA) Ra 200/ 9 RORTRI ftUPI 
INDIAN HISTORY Ra 200/- io vitoi flkn ^ < 

INDIAN ECONOMY Ra ISO/- n wmi Ml ffilVRI 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra 150/ ^2 HNS Ml MftVH 
QK WORKBOOK Ra 200/ „ ^n^Rl «4*niWl 


Ra 200/ 7 GENERAL MENTAL ABLITY Ra 

8 CURRENT AFFAVIS Ra 

Ra 200/ 9 MPIIHI fllim Ra 

Ra 200/- 10 ^ ‘PYll) Ra 

<50^- 11 wmi MI Ra 


Ra 60/ 
Ra 60/ 
Ra 60/ 
Ra 50/ 
Ra 160/- 
Ra 140/ 
Ra 60/ 
Ra 150/ 
Ra 150/ 


Ra 100/ 
Ra 100/ 
Ra 100/ 
Ra 100/ 




1 PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

2 COMPUTERS FOR ALL 

3 PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 

4 A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 

5 ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

6 TRAVEL A TOURISM FOR ALL 

7 INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 

8 PAINTING FOR ALL 

9 BEAUTY FOR ALL 

10 ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 

11 ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (ContoMng 300 
Engiloh ConvorooUono On Vortouo Topleo In Engiloh) 

12 GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS 6 
SSB INTERVIEWS (WHh An Introduellon to Intonrtowo) 

13 ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

14 WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE 
16 DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS A ANTONYMS 

16 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 

17 MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 

16 PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR ALL 

19 PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL 

20 MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For MaMc A 10^2 etoaaaa; 

21 COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 

22 INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

23 IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

24 ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS (CONTAmiNG 300 SHORT ESSAYS) 

26 DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

26 IIMS ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (Hlndt-Engllah) 

27 BUSINESS Q KJBUSINESS AWARENESS 

28 WORD POWER (WHh Full Sanlancaa) 

29 IAS PLANNER (WHh FuHSyllabua 

30 PREPOSITIONS FOR ALL (WHh Full Santancaa) 

31 CONFUSED A MISUSED WORDS (WHh Full Sanlanoaa) 

32 PROVERBS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


1 2400 OBJECDVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra 80/- 

2 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra 200/ 

3 2400 QUESTIONS ON PIBLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra 80/' 

4 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (WHh Study Motoriol) Ra 200/- 

5 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra 80/ 

6 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(With Fuu Study Motoriol) Ra 300/ 

7 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra 8IV- 

8 4600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY R8 200/ 

9 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 100/- 

10 SOOO OBJECDVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 200/ 

11 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra 80/ 

12 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra 2iHV- 


For fraa poataga aand tha full amaunt In advanca by M OJBank Draft on tha abova addraaa For V P P aand Ra 200/- by M O aa advanea 


gp.; R8.100/- I y^.S. PLAWI^R%«& 100^ at INTERVl^^ 


Ra 

100/ 

Ra 

50/ 

Ra 

50/ 

Ra 

60/ 

Ra 

50/ 

Ra 

60/ 

Ra 

40/ 

Rs 

50/ 

Rs 

50/ 

Ra 

50/ 

Rs 

ISO/ 

Rs 

100/ 

Rs 

1SIV- 

Rs 

200/ 

Rs 

70/- 

Ra 

50/ 

Ra 

70/ 

Rs 

50/ 

Rs 

60/ 

Ra 

60/ 

Ra 

100/- 

Ra 

100/ 

Ra 

70/ 

Rs 

100/ 

Rs 

70F 

Rs 

150/ 

Ra 

4(V 

Rs 

70/ 

Rs 

100/ 

Rs 

60/ 

Rs 

60/- 

Ra 

60/ 


























The best two letters ol the month, appearing in the box. have been awarded a prize of 
Rs too 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered In this 
issue You can also e-mail yout response to: tottenOeompatltioiHiiMtar.coin. The 
decision of the Editor will be final 


PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


BUSINESS AND POLITICS 

The Special feature (April 98) gave a clear picture 
regarding business and politics. The tune has come to separate 
business and politics so that the country can continue to grow 
without politicians pulling it down at every stage. 

M Durga Srinms 
Bhimvarttm, Andkra Pradesh 
Many things influence business activity, and politics is perhaps 
the strongest. USA has always created favourable conditions for its 
companies and that is why it is a superpower today. Economic 
growth can only come about if there is a healthy atmosphere for 
companies to operate in. The political structure should exist to aid 
in business, not vice versa, as it is done in our country. 

Hemant loshi 
Nat> Delhi 


BUSINESS AND 
POLITICS 

Your Special feature 
answers the most often asked 
question: why India has 
remained one of the poorest 
nations while others have 
prospered. Outdated laws 
restrict our activities while 
bureaucrats do all they can to 
slop us from progressing. 
Instead of controlling business, 
we have to restrict and control 
the government. Once we are 
able to do that, we have the 
beginning of a miracle. 

Deepak Gupta 
Faridabad, Haryana 

You have rightly pointed 
out the role of politicians in 
hampering the growth of the 
country. By forming wrong and 
short-term policies, they throttle 
national growth. Instability 
affects business, which our 
leaders scarcely recognise. Since 
politicians cannot provide 
growth, it i.s necessary to 
separate business and politics 
and I agree with your analysis 
fully. 

Mamsh Bhandari 
Kiitdwara, Uttar Pradesh 

SURVIVAL KIT 

Your cover feature "Are 
You Ready for the World" was 
superb The solutions you 
suggest for common problems 
are practical, sensible and down 
to earth. 1 suggest that you make 
the Survival Kit a regular feature 
wherein readers can send in 


their problems which can be 
solved through you. You are 
doing a great service by 
publishing such features. 

Adilya Btyani 
Calcutta 
received via e-mail 
It is an open secret that to 
survive in today's world, one 
must be very good. Today, when 
the path of the youth is full of 
bottlenecks, your cover story is a 
boon for boys and girls. The 
cover feature was magnificent, 
enlivening and racy. It 
encourages versatile develop¬ 
ment of young people. 

Since there is no proper 
guidance these days, you have 
done a great service to the young 
people. It helped me open my 
eyes and realise my own capacity. 

Preeti Tripathi 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 

PATENTS REGIME 

The feature on patents 
helped me know the actual facts 
on patents. Your feature provides 
information in depth whereas in 
newspapers one just gets shallow 
commentaries. Please continue 
publishing such features, which 
are so essential for understanding 
real issues 

liiranmay Pramanik 
Calcutta 


IMPRCVING 

MEMCRY 

1 would like to thank you for 
introducing the feature on 
memory improvement. This is an 
area in which students can 


greatly benefit. The 
introductory article is based on 
.scientific and biological facts, 
but future articles may give 
practical tips on how to sharpen 
memory. I look forward to this 
new feature. 

Mtlttli jashi 
Almora, Uttar Pradesh 

TCUCH WCCD 

Your article on 
superstitions was very good. 
Many people are victims of this 
malady. Not only are they 
superstitious themselves but 
incite others to become 
superstitious. Only few people 
have the courage to treat the 
superstitions as nonsense. I am 
grateful to you for publishing 
this real-life truth. 

Anand Kumar Singh 
Sambalpur, Orissa 


CM FEATURES 

One thing common in all 
your features is that they arc 
very honest and down-to-carlh. 
Be it the Survival Kit or the 
feature on Busine,ss and Politics, 
nothing is flowery or made up. 
The facts are put acr.iss clearly 
and readers are not mi.sguidcd. 

I really appreciate your frank 
and .straightfoiward approach. 
That is why I find the 
CixarETinoN Masics best among 
all the magazines I read. 

Priyadarsluni Rao 
Nagpur 

The General Studies Scene 
and Argumentative Questions 
are very useful and helped me 
in writing many descriptive tests 
with confidence. They arc also 
. useful to keep as information on 
all current issues. 

Y. Rajesh 

Pendurlhy, Andhra Pradesh 


1014 JULY '98 rOMPETITION MASTER 








FOR sBccBss 





i XEaa fAuiLrf MiiwM - 


IREK 

HOOKS 

WOK I 11 Ks. ;(l(l, 


I Ri:i 



HOOKS 

worn 11 Kn. 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION (DOUBLE STOREY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELlfI-14 
PHONES; 4329106, 4316915, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimspubOndc.vsnl.iict.in 


NOW IIMS PUBUCATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECUL OFFER OF FREE 
BOOKS WORTH RS. 20(F- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON G.D./lNTraiVIEWS/ENGLlSH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY! OFFER VALID TILL OCTCfflER 31,1999. 



1. General Knawlcdgs Ra. ISO/- 

2. G.K.WoriclKMk Ra. 200/- 

3. 15,000 QuetUona en 

General Studica Ra. 300/- 

4. SO M.T.P. on G.K. Ra. 140/- 

5. General Sclaice Ra. 200/- 

6. Objrcllvr Gen. Science Ra. 100/- 

7. Geography Ra. 200/- 

8. liidteii Hiatory Ra. 200/- 

9. Indian Economy Ra. 150/- 

10. Indian ConaUtution Ra. 150/- 
11.100 P.P. on G.KA:.S. Ra. 150/- 

12. Gcnertl Mental Ability Ra. 150/- 

13. Arithmetic Ra. 60/- 

14. Dictionary of Sdcfice Ra. 70/- 

15. PrrvlouaPaprra Ra. 50/- 



1. Tnmsci atuRR 

2. ftwH 

3. 

4. wa m 

5. »nra w tiftwn 

6. atelaratan 

7. WH/SIWH 
100 ilf^ 

H. tt i or-o jftr tjti 


I I/" 4^ rxyn? 


A a ii. '■ F. ‘ * 

; t. -V t' , I .IN»‘ ‘ iN <. I : 


1. General Knowledge Ra. 150/- 

2. f!.K. Workbook Ra.200/- 

.3. General Science Ra.200/- 

4. Geography Ra. 200/- 

5. Indian History Ra. 200/- 

6. Indian CiaKtilutlon Ra. ISO/- 

7. Indian Economy Ra. 1511/- 

8. General Engllah Ra. 120/- 

9. 100 M.T.P. on Engliik Ra. ISOr- 

10. Te/1 el Eatlieh LaagBi|e Ra. IStV- 

11. Comaaa Erreri in EafllabRa. 100/- 

12. Ai|!uaieBlsli*c Qneilleu Ra. 100/- 
13.100 Important Eaaaya Ra. 50/- 
lA Paragraph Writing Ra. 50/- 

15. PreciaWrlUiig R.a. 60/- 
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hatever be the 
reaction of the US, the self- 
styled "policeman" of the 
world, and some other 
countries like Japan, Pakistan 
and Germany, the fact remains 
that the India deserves three 
cheers for its five underground 
nuclear explosions at Pokhran, 
Rajasthan. In one go, India has 
put the world in a nettled 
position—something which 
makes every Indian a few 
inches taller, and the stature of 
the country a few notches 
higher. In simple words, India 
is now, symbolically speakmg, 
a superpower. 

The whinners of the world 
have failed to advance an 
argument as to why a 
hydrogen bomb is lethal or 
immoral in India's arsenal 
while it is non-lethal or moral 
in their own. While some 
countries, led by the US, have 
announced sanctions. Pre¬ 
sident Clinton may eventually 
cry off his proposed visit to 
India, Pakistan may, in a huff, 
try its unclean hands at an 
explosion of its own (backed 
up by China) has hiked up. 
Laughable, but China has 


Sleeping Giant 
Awakes 



already accused India of 
attacking it in 1962. These 
whimpers will die down with 
the passage of time as well 
Pakistan's loud claim that 
India is preparing to free Azad 
Kashmir (POK). There will be 
more "diplomatic" moves, and 
countermoves in the future but 
none can reverse the clcKk of 
history nor can anything strain 
off the fact that the explosions 
have added to nation's self¬ 
esteem. 

For decades, India had 
been going down in the eyes 
of the world and its own 
people as it had shown poor 
leadership and poorer ability 


to tackle problems. The count 
of which will make any self- 
respecting Indian look the 
other way—to use an 
understatement. The global 
"supercop" had been using the 
whiphand to make India sign 
the unequal CTBT. It was as 
one former US President called 
"hypiKritical" on America's 
part. We may say about 
President Clinton that the 
"lady protests too much" for 
too little. 

The BJP-led government 
has "exploded" the myth that 
the tyranny of the 
superpower haves cannot be 
challenged by the poor 


cousins of the world. 

China not only explodes 
its own devices, committed 
aggression against India, 
continues to occupy India's 
territory and yet enjoys the 
luxury of massive aid from 
Uncle Sam. Most reactions to 
India's explosions will 
finally prove blind man's 
bluff but one thing will 
stand unaltered—India is no 
longer a push-away nation. 
It's peaceful intentions are, 
symbolically speaking, a 
velvet glove which now 
has an iron fist. The 
sleeping giant awakens, at 
last. 




hula’s Unclear GamMe 


On May 11, 1998 India reaffirmed its 
nuclear prowess by conducting three 
underground nuclear tests, code named 
Shakti I to III, in the Pokhran range in 
Rajasthan. These were follomd by two more 
tests on May 13. India, thus, joined the club 
offine nuclear weapon States. Pakistan was, 
of course, not to be left behind. Despite 
pressures from USA and its allies, Pakistan 
conducted five tests on May 28, 1998 thus 
increasing the possibility of a nuclear arms 
race in the Indian sub-continent. This feature 
analysis the nuclear compulsions of India, 
the background as also comments on the 
future scenario. 

... and these atomic bombs which science 
burst upon the world that night were strange 
even to the one who used them. 

H.G. Wells, The World Set Free, 1914 

1 

P RIME Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
made the announcement of India's 
nuclear tests on May 11 at a hurriedly 
called press conference. The tests were 
described as "contained explosions”, 
conducted at 3.45 p.m. The tests were 
conducted with a fission device, a low 
yield device and a thermonuclear device: 
"The measured yields are in line with 
expected values", Mr Vajpayee added. 

On may 13, India conducted two more 
nuclear tests of sub-kjloton intensity, to ; 
generate additional data for improved > 
simulation. According to the official I 
statement, these tests would help design i 
and attain tlie capability of carrying out 
sub-critical experiments, if considered 
necessary. India now has enough data to 
be on par with US, UK and France) to be 
able to carry out computer simulations of 
varying sizes of nuclear devices, from 
thermonuclear down to small Held devices 
such as those loaded on shoulder fired 
weapons. 

( According to the security experts the 

I 


tests are a positive developi^nt from 
India's national security interest point of 
view. These have also confirmed India's 
technical capability, leading to better 
global power equilibrium. As former 
foreign secretary J.N. Dixit said, "If India 
is better prepared militarily, there is lesser 
prospect of war breaking out in this part 
of the world." 

Though the tests have invited adverse. 
international reactions, including 
sanctions, majority of the experts are of 
the opinion that India would manage to 
wiHistand all tltis, particularly when the 
counby has not gained anything for its 
nuclear restraints for last 24 years. Rather, 
those flexing nuclear muscles—like China, 
Pakistan and North Korea—have been 
rewarded in some form or the other. 

Since 1974, there had been a 
continuous negative reaction of USA to 
India's nuclear restraint. On the other 
hand, China continued to provide 
Pakistan with offensive capability against 
India. Stepping up of China's assistance 
to Pakistan through its North Korean ally, 
and near-total absence of United States 
reaction to such technology transfers, 
convinced India to go nuclear, to ensure 
its defence against future nuclear 
blackmail. 

Some analysts are of the view that 
policy of nuclear restraint, infact, 
encouraged both China and Pakistan to 
step up their covert war against India. 

World Reaction 

T HF day after India surprised the world 
with its nuclear tests, the international 
conamunity began to register its protest. 

France was the sole exception among 
the avowed five nuclear States, to merely 
express "concern", while USA and Britain 
sought to punish India by imposing "full 
sanctions". Russia, India's oldest ally, said 


it felt "let down", and China said it was 
"seriously concerned". Russia, however, 
promised that it would continue the 
I programmes promised with India, 

' including cooperation in commercial use 
j of N-energy. 

Germany has frozen ftesh 
development aid worth 300 mil lion DM 
and was the first country to act against 
New Delhi. Japan, India's largest donor, 
said it will review its billion dollar aid 
loans. Denmark declared it will freeze its 
! $ 20 million aid to India. Australia strongly 
j protested and recalled its High 
! Commissioner in New Delhi for 
j consultations. New Zealand also recalled 
; Its High Commissioner. 

Britain, in a statement on behalf of 
' the European Union Presidency, expressed 
j concern that the explosions "ran counter 
I to treaties against nuclear testing and 
I proliferation, and affected the peace and 
; stability of South Asian". However, it 
; ruled out stopping aid to India or 
I imposing any sanctions. 

! US President Bill Clinton had little 
choice but to impose sanctions under the 
' 1994 Nuclear Proliferation Prevention Act, 

' which had not been provoked before. Now 
only the US Congress can lift the sanctions. 

! US sanctions mean a cut off of the US 
i financial assistance to India, except 
I humanitarian and food aid, an end to the 
1 export of certain defence and high 
, technology material, termination of 
' military aid; a halt to US credit and credit 
; guarantees, except for the purchase of 
I food; and automatic American opposition 
j to international fiiiancial institutions' loan 
' to India. 

! The total aid to India from USA, for 
i 1998 was to be US $ 142.3 million, 
; including 91 million dollars for 
: humanitarian and food aid. Most of the 
! remaining 51.3 million dollar 
; development aid would be cut off. 
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An assistance programme to help 
lodia develop its stock market and sell 
municipal bonds would be halted. The US 
export-import bank has about 4 billion 
dollars in projects awaiting approval that 
will be blocked, as will 10.2 billion dollars 
in insurance and financing for American 
finns from the overseas private investment 
corp. Another 20 million dollars tor 
agriculture export credits will be halted. 

India, which has an external debt of 
90 billion dollars, is the World Bank's 
largest borrower with 44 billion dollars in 
loans to date. The World Bank had plans 
to double lending to India to three billion 
dollars this year, but that's now in 
jeopardy. The United States and Japan are 
sure to object to new loans. 

China attacked India for 
"undermining the international effort in 
banning nuclear tests so as to obtain 
hegemony in South Asia in defiance of 
world opinion." China called upon the 
international community to adopt a 
common position in "strongly 
demanding" that India stop its nuclear 
development programme (sic). 

The UN Security Council also 
expressed concern over the nuclear tests 
conducted by India "in disregard ot 
overwhelming internantional opinion" 
and urged India to refrain from any further 
tests. India, however, regretted the 
statement. 

"We are surprised at the Security 
Council's decision as it has never thought 
it necessary even to take cognisance of the 
many hundreds of nuclear tests carried 
out over the Iasi 50 years, including in 
1995 and 1996, when the dr faclo 
moratorium on testing, which the council 
recalls, was already in place", the external 
affairs ministry spokesman said. 

Pakistan's Reaction 


A explosions and Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub said, "it seems that the Indian 
leadership has gone berserk". Pakistan 
responded by exploding its own nuclear 
tests on May 28 and 50, 1998. The tests 
were undertaken despite tremendous 
pressures from the world leaders, 
especially USA and its allies. Prime 
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Minister Nawaz Sharief said that his 
government's respoivse to India's nuclear 
tests could not be dictated by foreign 
pow'ers. 

Pakistan claimed to have conducted 
a total of six tests varying from 5 to 15 
kilotons, proving that it too had achieved 
the capability to miniaturise nuclear 
warheads for the purpose of strategic 
deterrence. Defence experts, however, 
doubted that Pakistan conducted five tests 
at the first iastance. 

According to highly placed Indian 
officials Pakistan did not have the 
capability to put together nuclear bombs 
and they were of the opinion that Beijing 
gave Pakistan pro-fabricated devices for 
explosion. 

Several defence officials are of the 
opinion that the Pakistani blasts confirmed 
India's oft repeated assertions that 
Pakistan did possess a clandestinely 
acquired nuclear capability. They, 
however, expressed surprise that unlike 
India, the Pakistani establishments did 
not give any details of the type and 
intensity of the yields of the blasts. 

The Pakistani tests vindicated Indian 
government's fears and decision to go 
nuclear. 

Mr John Alridge, an eminent nuclear 


expert, has expresised fears that 
Pakistan's nuclear technology could find 
its way to "rogue" nations or terrorist' 
groups. 

In separate and similar replies to both 
Houses of Parliament, Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee emphasised that India' 
had exercised its nuclear option purely 
for defence, as a deterrent to potential 
aggressors, in a situation where 
neighbours were secretly developing (and 
collaborating on) their nuclear options. 
India was willing to negotiate a no-first- 
use pact with Pakistan and also discuss 
any other matter, the Prime Minister said. 

As for China, Mr Vajpayee said, "our 
two nations are linked by histoty and 
geography and my government is 
committed to the 1954 Panchsliecl 
understanding." "But China must 
understand that some concerns of ours 
must be addressed—on territorial 
integrity and our security. Indians must 
ha^ c the assurance that peace with China 
assures stability, with these concerns." 

As for Pakistan, Mr Vajpayee said, "I 
want to tell Pakistanis one thing: take out 
from your mind this notion thal we want 
^to destroy you. You and we arc battling 
the same basic poverty and development 
problems.... prosper, with our blessings. 


India’s Nuelear Programme landmarks 


1948; Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) 
set up. 

1955: Atomic energy establishment set up. It 
was renamed Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC) in 1967. 

1956: First Indian nuclear research centre, 
'Apsara', set up at BARC. 

1962 First heavy water plant set up at 
Nangai. 

1963:40-mega watt 'Cirus' nuclear research 
reactor goes critical. 

1967. Uranium Coiporation of India Ltd 
formed for mining and milling of uranium 
ore. 

1969: Tarapur Atomic Power plant (TAP) unit 
1 and ? begin commercial operation. 

1971: Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic 
Research (IGCAR) set up at Kalpakkam. 
1972: 'Purnima' research reactor 
I commissioned at BARC. 

1973: Unit 1 of Rajasthan Atomic Power 
Station (RAPS) begins commweial 
operation. 

1974: First underground nuclear test at 
Pokhran. 

1977: Heavy water plant at Baroda. 

1978: Heavy water plant at Tuticorin. 


1981: Unit 2 of RAPS begins operation. 

1983: Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 
(AER8) set up. i 

1981: Unit 1 of Madras Atomic Power 
Station (MAPS) begins operation. 

1961: 'Purnlma-2’ commissioned at BARC. 
1985: Dhruva research reactor (FBTR) 
attains criticality. 

1985: Fast Breeder Test Reactor (FBTR) 
attains criticality. 

1985: Heavy water plant at Kota. 

1985: Heavy water plant at Talcher. 

1986: Unit 2 ot MAPS begins operation. 

1987: Heavy water plant at Thai. 

1989: Cold fusion confirmed in BARC. 

1991: Unit 1 of Narora Atomic Power Station 
(NAPS) begins operation. 

1991: Heavy water plant at Hazira. 

1991: Heavy water plant at Manuguru. 

1992: Unit 2 of NAPS begins operation. 

1993: Unit 1 of Kakrapar atomic power plant 
begins operation. 

1994: KAPS-2 begins operation. 

1996; 'Kamini' research reactor becomes 
operational at IGCAR. 

1998: First hydrogen device and four more 
nuclear devices tested at Pokhran. 


_ 
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Byit be clear on one thing. Just abandon 
this idea of taking Jammu and Kashmir 

w^th weapons.Fm stressing the word 

weapons. If you want to talk about it, no 
problem... we're ready. If you think a 
solution won't be possible, we can put that 
aside and concentrate on other issues 
which can be resolved. But no more 
aggression, no third-party involvement. 
We aren't going to allow it." 

The Road Ahead 

■f A THAT lies ahead needs to be assessed 
V V in an atmosphere free of hysteria, 
bragging or partnership. A nuclear India 
has to be sober and more alert than ever 
before. Petty politics has to take the back 
seat as far as nuclear issue is concerned. 

At the first taste of economic 
difficulties, due to sanctions and other 
reasons, the hysteria could turn vicious. 
Economic problems can be more 
dangerous than well armed hostile 
neighbours. 

The scientific community has done 
the nation proud and now it is the turn of 
the other sections to repay the debt by 
striving for vigilance, efficiency, political 
harmony and social cohesion. There is now 
the need to improve economic conditions 
and environment, and smash sectarianism, 
otherwise the achievement would turn 
into tragedy. 

Nuclear weapon have only one 
legitimate purpose—to deter 
intimidation by another nuclear weapon 
power and to .retaliate if a nation has been 
struck with a nuclear weapon India's 
sole justification is to deter Pakistan and 
China if ever they resort to nuclear 
blackmail. The first thing India was 
required to do, after becoming nuclear, 
was to proclaim loud and clear its 
commitment to the doctrine of no-first- 
use, without any reservation whatsoever. 
That it has done. Prime Minister 
Vajpayee, has made Indian intentions 
very clear in his address to the 
Parliament. 

The nuclear tests will also help India 
command greater credibility on 
disarmament issues where the only 
nations taken seriously for past few years 
have been the five nudear weapon States. 


Miclear Wia|wn Nations aad Araaoalt 


Belore India and Pakisten nuclear tests 
there were five netlons considered to be ‘nuclear 
weapons nations*. In order of acquisition of 
nudear weapons these are: USA, Russia, United 
Kingdom, Prance and China. Besides India and 
Pakistan, Israel is thought to have developed 
nuclear weapons but does not admit to It 
publlcally. 

The three smaller Soviet successor 
countries that inherited nuciear arsenals 
(Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Belarus) have now 
relinquished all nuclear warheads, which have 
been removed to Russia. 

The other suspect countries are Iran, Libya 
and North Korea. 

Countries that formerly possessed or 
pursued nuclear weapons are: Argentina, Brazil, 
Iraq, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Taiwan and Algeria. 

Other nuclear capable countries are: 
Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan and 
Netherlands. 

USA; Since the invention of nuclear 
weapons, the US has built about 70,000 
warheads. The US currently has about 12,200 
weapons In existence, but only 9250 
(approximately) are In active service. The 
remaining 2950 or so are retired weapons, either 
awaiting dismantlement, making up part of the 
inactive reserve, or both. The US has produced 
no new nuciear warheads in the past live years. 

If START It is implemented, by 2003 the 
US plans to have about 4450 warheads in 
service, with a combined hedge stockpile and 
Inactive reserve of 5000. The hedge stockpile 
will contain fully operational weapons that are 
kept in storage, away from their delivery system 
(so that they are not Immediately available). 

Russia; Although under START II Russia 
is permitted 3500 warheads, it is very unlikely 
that hie actual number of warheads with Russia 
exceed 2500. This is due to the serious 
determination of money-starved Russian nuclear 
forces. Due to the disordered stats of Russian 
affairs in general, and military affairs in particular, 
exact figures are not available. 

Britain: Britain was the first country to 
seriously study the feasibility of nuclear weapons, 
and made a number of critical, conceptual 
breakthrough. The British arsenal acquired Its 
first deployed weapon in November, 1953. The 
present stockpile of Britain is estimated at 335 
warheads. 

France: Although France had been a 
leading nation In research in nuclear physics 
before World War II, It lagged behind the US, 
Soviet Unbn, UK, and even Canada, in years 
immediately afterward. Due to German 
occupation it was largely cut-off from the rapid 
advance made during the war. 

The first French nuclear test was detonated 
on February 13,1960. R is estimated that the 
French nuclear arsenal reached its historical 
peak size In 1991 -92 with about 538 warheads. 
R currently has some 450 warheads in service 
and these are expected to dadina to around 400 


by 2005. 

China; Given the size of China in terms of 
geography, population and ecoiiomy, tt seems 
Inevitable that Chine will become a dominant 
power in the world wHhln a few decades. China's 
leaders are acutely aware of. this fact antf.: 
undoubtedly intend that China should have: 
military capabilities commensurate with this . 
futurre and historic status. 

Dus to strict secrecy, the exact size and 
composition of its nuclear forces is very rilfflcult 
to determine. However, it Is estimated that China 
has between 380-480 nuclear warheads of 
different capacities. 

Pakitlan: Rakistan officially admlttsd of, 
possessing components to assemble one or 
more nuclear weapons on February 7,1992. In 
July 1993 General (retired) Mirza Aslam B^i- 
former army chief of staff, claimed that Pakistail 
had conducted a ‘cold* test of a nuclear device 
In 1987. 

The Pakistani programme is baaed on an 
indigenously constructed centrifuge uranium 
enrichment plant, using technology'; 
misappropriated from the European uranium 
centrifuge consortium URENCO (Britain, 
Germany and the Netherlands are die.' 
participants). The intelligence gathering at 
URENCO was apparently o^uctad by Or Abdul 
Qadar Khan, the man behind the Pakistani 
nuclear programme. He was convicted of 
espionage in the Netherlands in 1983 hi absentia 
and sentenced to four years in prison. 

Although A.O. Khan and his centrifuge 
designs formed the basis of the nudear weapons 
programme, it could not have occurred without 
the massive transfer of technology and material 
from more advanced countries. K was Pakistan's 
good fortune that Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan on December 27,1679 and Ronald 
Riagan was elected US President ten months 
later. This converted Pakistan into an inestimable 
strategic asset and opened floodgates ct military 
and other US aid. At the same time, Pakistan 
was an essential ally for China, who was just as 
concerned by the Afghanistan invasion as the 
US, and, in addition, wanted a counterweight to 
India on China's southern border. 

As a result, Pakistan found Itself able to 
acquire whatever technology it needed, wilh little 
scrutiny. In fact, China actively provided 
equipment, technology, information and advice, 
in the sure knowledge that it was for the 
development of nuclear weapons. 

Among the information, intact, was an 
actual design of a tested weapon. Khan's 
knowledge of western certriluge, no doubt, 
flowed back to China in return. 

According to a Burrows and Windrem 
report Pakistan did not convert the highly 
enriched uranium hexafluoride Into metal 
form until May 1990, during the Kashmir 
crisis. 

It is estimated that Pakistan had acquired 
157-263 kg of enriched Uranium by end of 1996, 
enough for 10-18 weapon. 
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FAQ’S on Nuclear Wee 


Q.What art tha baaic kindaof rniclaar 
dtvices? 

A. There are two basic kinds of nuclear 
devices—fission and fusion devices. Fission 
devices split heavy nuclei such as uranium 
into two parts, releasing energy. For example, 
one kilogram of uranium-235 releases energy 
produced by burning three million tonnes of 
coal. 

In fusion devices, low atomic number 
nuclei fuse to form heavier nuclei with release 
of large amounts of energy. Here the two 
reacting nuclei are made to collide at very 
high temperatures to the order of 100 million 
keivin. 

Q. What kinds were exploded at 
Pokhran? 

A. Three kinds—two nuclear fission and 
one fusion device ware exploded at Pokhran. 
The low yield nuclear fission device typically 
releases uplo two kilotons of energy and is 
usually based on uranium as a fuel. The 
details of the Pokhran devices fuel is not yet 
known. 

The second nuclear fission device is 
estimated to have released about 10 kilotons 
of energy, similar to the devira exploded 24 
years ago, which used a plutonium device. 

The third device was a fusion device, 
known popularly as the hydrogen bomb or 
sometimes as a thermonuclear device. Such 
devices typically release 60-100 kilotons of 
energy. 

Q. Comparatively, how much energy 
was released by the Nagasaki atomic 
bomb? 

A. The bomb dropped on Nagasaki 
released 22 kilotons of energy. 

Q.What are Uranium and Plutonium? 

A. Uranium is a natural element which 
comes In two forms—one (Uranium-235) 
produces nuclear energy and the other 
(Uranium-238) does not. But this useless 
form of uranium can be converted into 


ptulonium In a nuclear reactor core. 

Plutonium is a man-made element 
produced in nuclear reactors which burn 
uranium. It is used to produce nuclear energy or 
make weapons. 

Q. Which is more powerful—a Uranium 
or Plutonium device? 

A. Both are equally powerful. But extremely 
powerful explosives use a fusion fuel with a plu¬ 
tonium trigger device. 

Q. How much plutonium Is needed to 
make an atomic bomb? 

A. The amount of plutonium needed to 
make a bomb depends on the sophistication of 
the design. US and Russia can make a compact 
workable design with as little as 2.5 kg of 
plutonium. Normally, one would need 6-10 kgs 
which would produce a ball-sized device. 

Q.What Is the critical size of a device? 

A. The chain reaction in a nuclear explosive 
is maintained by particles called neutrons. These 
neutrons travel some distance called critical 
distance of about eight cms before they encoun¬ 
ter a plutonium atom. If the diameter of the 
Plutonium device is less than this critical dis¬ 
tance, the neutrons go straight through without 
striking the plutonium atom. 

In a nuclear device two or more chunks of 
Plutonium are kept apart using spacers. A chunk 
by itself is less than the critical size, but when 
the chunks are brought together, the total size 
becomes more than critical, resulting in 
explosion. 

Q.What Is fusion fuel? 

A. Fusion fuel is fuel whose atoms release 
energy when they are fused together by raising 
the temperature to millions of degrees. This high 
temperature is produced by exploding a pluto¬ 
nium device which is used to trigger the fusion 
fuel. 

Q. Where does fusion fuel come from? 

A. The heavy hydrogen in sea water is a 
fusion fuel. A mixture of lithium and ordinary 
hydrogen In the form of lithium hydride is a fusion 


pons 

fuel. 

Q. How Is the charaetarlstic 
mushroom doud formed? 

A. The doud is preceded by a rapidly 
expanding fireball. The exploding core emits 
low-energy X-rays, which ionise the 
surrounding air, making it transparent to light. 
The fireball becomes brighter than a 
thousand suns. 

Then the core begins to cool. X- 
radiation slows down, to be replaced by 
ultraviolet and visible light, then by infrared. 
The speed of the shodr wavefront slows 
down to the speed of sound, and turns 
incandescent. Then the explosion vanishes, 
because its light cannot penetrate the air 
superheated by the shock wave. It is seen 
again when the temperature starts to fall. 
This 'double flash' is what surveillance- 
satellites look for—the final confirmation that 
Armageddon has begun. 

The mushroom doud is seen last of all. 
when the radiation has fallen sufficiently lor 
the vaporised—and radioactive—dirt sucked 
up by the explosion to become visible. 

Q. What is the effect of a nudear 
explosion? 

A. At ground zero—graphically termed 
the'vaporisation point’—only two out of every 
100 people may survive the explosion. But it 
is a very temporary reprieve. They will die in 
a matter of hours, if not minutes, of shock 
and flash radiation burns. The blast will raise 
the local air pressure by about 25 pounds per 
^uare inch, about the pressure needed to 
inflate a truck tyre. Wind speeds cross 500 
kmph, enough to flatten a city of highnses 
into a Invel plain. A 20 megaton fission 
explosion causes devastation over a radius of 
55 km. Even at tha edge of the zone, energy 
equivalent to that of a powerful tornado is 
released, destroying buildings and hurting 
people into the air. Thermonuclear devices 
tend to be considerabiy more powerful. 


The Indian strategy for a disarmament 
campaign has to be formulated and 
pursued vigorously. If India can start a 
campaign on no-first-use immediately, 
then by the time the UN General Assembly 
meets in September, India will be in 
position to take the lead. 

The criticism that India has isolated 
itself by conducting the nuclear tests is 
wrong. Infact, India was in isolation before 
the tests and has now joined the 
mainstream. 

All industrial nations are members 
of a security system. Tliey are under the 
nuclear security umbrella of the US, 
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Russia, Britain and France. China has its 
own security. Pakistan, according to some 
experts, has been in possession of nuclear 
bombs provided by China. It is believed 
by some that Pakistan conducted the tests 
under domestic compulsions. It was in no 
need of tests as it was in possession of 
nuclear arsenal already tested by China. 
The Indian tests resulted in two things; 
one, the Pakistani nuclear programme was 
exposed and Pakistan was forced to come 
out in the open; two, it ended India's self- 
imposed isolation which was proving to 
be negative. 

What effect the international 


sanctions will have on both India and 
Pakistan only time will tell. Some 
observers feel that Pakistan will be hit 
much harder than India. However, both 
USA and China arc expected to ensure that 
their trusted ally is not squeezed beyond 
a certain limit. Thus, the whole thing now 
boils down to economic strengthening. 
The nuclear deterrence has been created. 
If the Indian government can ensure 
economic strengthening in next couple of 
years, India will emerge winner and a 
much more stronger country than ever 
before. Otherwise, the whole effort will 
go down the drain! 
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Union Budgai1998-99 


T he B]P-led government unveiled its 
maiden budget on June 1, 1998 
outlining a target growth rate of 6.5 per 
cent and entailing a record of Rs 8166 crore 
as additional tax collection. Amongst other 
features, the budget seeks to open up 
insurance and accelerate divestment 
programmes in an effort to maintain 
continuity in reforms. 

While the fiscal deficit has been 
pruned to 5.6 per cent of gross domestic 
product, there has been an increase in 
cxfH'iiditurc by 14 per cent to Rs 
crore, with a large portion being 
earmarked for infrastructure and social 
sectors. True to its smdeshi elements, the 
budget has introduced a special 8 per cent 
customs levy (over and above the existing 
special customs duty of 5 per cent) in lieu 
of the local sales tax for select items. This, 
the Finance Minister has pointed out, is 
meant to provide a level playing field to 
domestic manufacturers. He also 
announced a special package for the small 
scale industry. 

Sij^nificaiit tax measures include a 
widening of the tax net by adding two 
more criteria for compulsory filing of 
income tax returns and the extension of 
this scheme to 23 more cities. There have 
been no changes in rates of personal or 
corporate tax but the personal income tax 
exemptic.n limit has been raised from Rs 
40,000 to Rs 50,000. Another important 
feature is the discontinuation of levy of 
gift tax—gifts would now come under the 
income tax act. There has been an 
extension of 100 per cent tax ho'iday 
granted to industrial undertakings located 
in any industrially backward State or 
district till 2000. Similar tax holiday for the 
power sector has also been extended up to 
2003 and also to new refineries set up after 
October 1,1998. The budget aims to reduce 
the backlog of litigation by introducing a 
new scheme called samadimn which offers 
waiver of interest, penalty and immunity 


from prosecution on payment of arrears 
of direct tax at current rates. Also, non¬ 
corporate tax returns will be simplified 
under the saral scheme which will have 
only one page form. The third scheme 
samman aims to recognise honest tax 
payers. Another .step to widen the tax base 
is to make it obligatory for assessecs to 
quote their PAN or GIR number in respect 
of high value transactions such as 
purchase and sale of movable and 
immovable property, shares exceeding Rs 
50,000, opening of new bank accounts, 
fixed deposits of more than Rs 50,000, 
applications for telephone connections 
and hotel payments exceeding Rs 25,000. 

There has been a major thrust on 
agriculture and rural deivlopment. The Plan 
outlay for agriculture has been increased 
by 50 per cent and that for rural 
development by 18 per cent. There will be 
a new model law for agricultural 
cooperatives to replace the Multi-State 
Cooperative Societies Act, 1984. The 
government has announced Rs 3000 crore 
for the rural infrastructure development 
fund, Rs 1627 crore for rural water supply, 
increase of Rs 500 crore in NABARD's 
share capital to meet the credit needs of 
agriculture and a multi-pronged boost to 
rural credit. There has been an increase in 
urea price and an increase in agro- 
subsidies by Rs 1300 crore while fertiliser 
subsidies have been reduced. A now 
scheme for issuing Kissan Credit Cards 
will be announced; farmers will be able to 
use these cards to readily purchase 
agricultural inputs, including seeds, 
fertilisers, pesticides etc and draw cash 
for their production needs. Regional Rural 
Banks (RRBs) will be rehabilitated and 
recapitalised. Significantly, the plan 
allocation for irrigation has also been 
raised by nearly 40 per cent. 

Other major reform measures 
introduced include opening up of the 
insurance sector to domestic private 


players, delicensing coal, lignite and 
petroleum products (reducing licensed 
industries to six), more liberal noims for 
Fll debt funds, introduction of stock 
options to software companies which 
would be linked to ADR/GDR issues, and 
also part-implementation of the 
Narasimliam Committee report c g., experi¬ 
mental asset reconstruction companies 
ivill address the problem of non¬ 
performing assets. Also, Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA) will replace the 
2s3-ycar old Foreign Exchange Regulation 
Act (FERi\). A cautious beginning has been 
made towards according infrastructure 
status to housing and grant liberal tax 
concessions to house building activities. 

There has been an effort to accelerate 
disinvesfment of gopernmeni eguil}/ from 
’ public sector undertakings, together with 
j rationalisation of the workforce through 
; an attractix e Voluntary Retirement Scheme 
I for reUs (to be funded mit of a ."Hjparate 
restructuring fund). Government stake in 
, non-strategic undertakings will be 
i reduced to 26 per cent and in Indian 
Airlines to 49 per cent (over a period of 
three years). 

Ill customs, new proposals made are 
; t xpeclcd to result in a gain of Rs 3304 crore. 

I A substantial portion would come on 
! account ot the new S per cent le\'y. The 
j levy implies that barring certain 
■ exceptions (irude oil, newsprint, capital 
goods under a special tariff regime or 
i goods which are subjected to additional 
customs duties of excise in lieu of sales 
. tax, gold and silver imported by 
j passengers or other nominated agencies 
j and life-saving drugs that are free from 
! customs duties) the special customs duty 
of 5 per cent which was already in 
operation now goes up to 13 per cent. 
Further, an additional duty of customs on 
imported motor spirit at the rate of Re I 
; per litre lias been announced. 

! Other major steps include certain 
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legislative changes e.g., a new Central I 
Excise Law and a new Cooperatives Act. I 
Measures have been taken to include a 
recast of the provident fund norms and 
allowing 10 per cent of the incremental : 
carpus to be invested in top-rated private 
sector firms. An 8 per cent excise duty has 
been introduced on a range of items 
including packaged tea, branded butter, 
cheese and ghee, sewing machines, j 
branded spices, skimmed milk powder. \ 
This has bwn done to reduce the number 1 
of excise rates and to converge to a mean j 
rate of 18 per cent. Exemption limit for 
excise purposes for the small scale sector 
has been raised from Rs 30 lakh to Rs 50 
lakh. Clearances between Rs 50 lakh and 
Rs 100 lakh shall be charged at a flat 
nominal rate of 5 per cent—this will result 
in a revenue loss of Rs 300 crore in a year. 
Defence outlay has been increased to Rs 
41,200 crore. 

Other new measures include n/wfke^'e 
for non-resident Indians. This comprises the 
introduction of a Person of Indian Origin 
(PIO) card for those living abroad and 
having foreign passports. Also, a 
Resurgent India Bond was announced. 
This will be denominated in foreign 
currency and eligible to concessions 
already made available to NKl deposits. 
The Unit Trust of India will also launch a 
new India Millennium Scheme which will 
be exclusively for NRIs and would be 
denominated in foreign ciirreiuy. 

Overall, the budget aims to increase 
total plan expenditure by 14 per cent—of 
this, the budgetary support being raised 
by a near record of 19 per cent. The Central 
plan outlay is M per cent higher than the 
revised estimate‘' of 1997-98. Significantly, 
the plan alhKation for agriculture has gone 
up by 58 per cent to Rs 1807 crore. 

At a glance, one could say that the 
government is going to spend more on 
account of an increase in (n) plan 
investment (up by 19X) (h) agriculture 
sector (up by 58"i>) (c) energy, transport, 
communication and power (up by 35 per 
cent). Correspondingly, the government 
hopes to earn more by (o) an increased, 
record tax effort ((») widening of the tax 
net (c) Rs 5009 crore from excise (d) Rs 
3304 crore from customs—particularly the 
8% countervailing duty on i/.ird of 
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imports. 

The Current State of the 
Economy 

T he Finance Minister presented his 
government's maiden budget at a time 
when the economy Ls faced with an overall 
economic growth of GDP that has 
decelerated to 5 per cent in 1997-98 from 
7.5 per cent in 1996-97. Fiscal consolidation 
received a setback with the Central 
government fiscal deficit reaching 6.1 per 
cent of GDP. The inflation rate stood at 
less than 5 per cent, down from 6.3 per 
cent during 1996-97. Inspite of a 
deceleration in import growth, the trade 
deficit in 1996-97 had widened to US $ 2.9 
billion, because of sharp deceleration of 
exports also. The sluggishness in export 
growth continued the second year in 
concession. After three successive years 
of increase, ranging from 18 to 21 per cent 
per annum, export growth had decelerated 
to 5.3 per cent in 1996-97. It further 
deceleratiH.! to 2.6 per cent in 1997-98. The 
current account deficit fell to about 1.0 per 
rent of GDP in 1996-97, reflecting mainly 
tile slow down in industrial growth and 
investment, and growth of net invisible. 
In 1997-98, it was expected to be about 1.5 
p(*r cent of GDP. 

Industrial production in 1997-98 
grew by only 4.2 per cent in 1997-98. The 
deceleration in industrial growth could 
be attributed to the decline in investment, 
is shown by the decline in capital goods 
production and fall in value of imports 
of capital goods during 1997-98. 
Im estments reduced due to domestic and 
international uncertainly, reduced 
confidence and a somewhat lacklustre 
capital market, which made it difficult to 
raise equity. The sharp decline in growth 
of exports since 1996-97 and persistence 
ot high real interest rates. 

Agricultural production was expected 
to be lov'er in 1997-98 {Ecommuc Survey, 
1998) than the record output of 1996-97, 
especially ot foodgrains and commercial 
crops 

Further, total gross domestic savings 
reached an all time high of 26.1 per cent of 
GDP at current market prices in 1996-97, 
maini y because of a rise in private savings. 


Gross domestic capital formation as a 
proportion of GDP at market prices 
continued to surge ahead of gross 
domestic savings rate, to attain a high of 
27.3 percent in 1996-97. (Economic Survey, 
1998). 

At a fundamental level, the drop in 
GDP growth in 1997-98 is attributable 
mainly to the sharp fall in growth rate in 
agriculture and a deceleration in the 
growth of industry. The slowdown can, in 
fact, be traced to a combination of 
underlying supply factors and temporary 
demand factors. The former are associated 
primarily with the quantity, quality and 
cost of basic infrastructure sendees such 
as power, railways and roads (and to some 
extent, ports, airports, telecom). The 
demand slow down is attributable to 
several factors including the sharp 
deceleration in exports, substantial 
uncertainty in domestic and international 
environments, tightening of money-credit 
policies in 1995-96 and certain other 
cyclical factors. The extremely 'ow 
i inflation rate during 1997-98 supports such 
a demand side explanation. 

Evaluation of the budget 

T o evaluate a budget is not always an 
easy task. Particularly when the 
budget is presented during an ongoing 
process of reforms and economy revival. 
There are many different areas in the 
economy which call for equal attention 
and a balance has to be struck in a manner 
that there is an overall impetus to growth. 
Therefore, one can—at best—highlight 
major proposal, .-.late the expected gains 
and caution about negative consequences 
that could emerge. 

To begin with individual features of 
the 1998-99 budget: First, there is the bold 
announcement regarding the privalisatiim 
of public sector in non-strategic enterprises, 
and the closure of bankrupt enterprises 
along with the provision for a safety net 
for affected workers. The budget has made 
a departure from the past in context of 
government divestment in public sector 
units being put at 49 per cent. Privatisation 
could have been more direct and forthright 
by inviting global tenders, auctioning 
public sector shares on television, selling 
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4 few blue chip KUs and in the process 
reviving the market. But, overall, this is a 
major move. 

Second, the belated opening up of the 
insurance sector is welcome, though it is 
only to the domestic private sector. One 
can only hope that this change will make 
available to the ordinary Indian citizen 
many new forms of insurance which suit 
the requirements of each individual. It will 
help in greatly expanding the choice 
available to all lower and middle class 
households. This move could also help in 
the context of the long-term impact on 
infrastructure development. It will 
establish a long-term debt market for 
funding mega infrastructure projects 

Third, the repeal ofULCRA and I i.RA 
is welcome along with the enactment of 
FEMA and the Money I.aiindcring Art. It 
is hoped that Fcma will be better than Fera. 

Fourth, tinchanned tax rates signal a 
continuation of policies. There is an effort 
to put emphasis on better tax 
administration, better compliance, 
widening of the tax net and all-round 
simplificaton of the tax procedure. 
However, the Finance Minister has not 
brought agricultural income under the tax 
net. Also, he could have gone further in 
removing some unnivessary exemptions 
that still exist. (In the whole, it goes to his 
credit that he resisted the temptation to 
dabble with the direct tax regime. 

Fifth, there has been an 
announcement to work towards dotiblni;^ 
the roi inflows, from $ 3.1 billion acliieved 
in 199'7-98, within the next two years. I'or 
all approved proposals exceeding equity 
inflows of Ks 100 crore, an officer in the 
respective aclmimstrative ministry will be 
appointed as the 'monitoring officer' for 
the project. IJecisions on the FIJI proposals 
will be conveyed to the applicants within 
90 days. Inspite of the announcement of 
the intention of the government to double 
foreign investment, '.here is no mention of 
any. specific measure adopted for that 
purpose. The removal of controls on the 
need for permission—and not just the 
appointment of an officer—would have 
achieved greater gains. The government 
needs to remember that the FIPB should 
actually promote and not just sanction 
foreign investment. It is necessary to 


complement our domestic savings with 
savings from abroad. 

Sixth, one of the most significant 
features of the budget is the 
announcement of imposition of special 8% 
additional duty on all imports across the 
board except in some cases. The avowed 
purpose of tlu* government is to give a 
level playing field to indigenous goods— 
the real purpose is revenue. Tlic protective 
customs duty is not modvattable. So, if 
the intention was to give ecjual protection 
then the customs duty could be made 
higher. Perhaps, we could have avoidixl a 
very complicated system of four rates of 
duty and exemptions to each one of the 
four types, by having only two rates. The 
tour rates now arc (a) basic customs duty 
(f)) additional duty which is modvattable 
(f) special duty of customs which is not 
modvattable and (d) special additional 
duty which is not modvattable. It could 
have been easy to merge (c) and (d) with 
(a). Moreover, tliese duties can be inflation 
augmenting also. Nevertheless, this 
measure- is something that a majority ol 
the industry had been asking for and is 
happy to get. 

Seventh, there have been steps to 
kickstart the infrastniclurc .sector and a 
significant move by treating housing as 
intastructure. Plan outlays were increased 
for key infrastructure sectors like energy, 
transport and communications. However, 
the telecom sector was disappointed in not 
having been gi\ en certain ioncessions that 
it was asking for, particularly export status 
to domestic telecom equipment 
manufacturers. In power too, while there 
has been .in increase in the outlay, it is not 
substantial considering the amount spent 
last year. The repealing of the Urban I and 
Ceiling and Regulation .Act is a good sign 
for urban infrastructure. Also, the Re 1 ce,ss 
on every litre of fuel for highway 
development, the introduction of 
'resurgent India bonds' by the SBl for 
soliciting NRl investment in 
infrastructure, the decision to use 
provident fund corpus to finance .si-curities 
of private sector infostructure projects, 
increasing five-year tax holiday for the 
power sector, extension of infrastructure 
status to ports—ail these are welcome 
moves. In this area, there is room for 


improvement e.g., levying tax on petrol, 
and diesel alike to create a 'Highway 
Development Fund', the pension and 
provident fund sectors can be opened for 
private sector participation (this could be 
done on the grounds of providing better ■ 
savings opportunities and social security 
avenues to the large informal sector). 

Eighth, although there have been 
certain steps announced for the banking 
sector and the financial markets, these are 
not enough. Primary markets and capital 
markets could have been liberalised more. 
Moreover, announcements regarding the 
financial sector could have been bolder in 
consonance with the measures suggested 
by the Narasimham Committee. However, 
part implementation is a welcome move. 

What is more crucial is that in times 
of political and economic uncertainty, the 
dormant capital market could have been 
pushed more. 

Ninth, there has been an effort to 
boost the capital goods industry through 
a significant increase in capital expenditure. 
The government, however, needs to do 
more to generate employment and 
modernise indastry. 

Tenth, significantly, the intention to 
• closely examine the plan/non-plan distinction 
and .1 radical recon.struction and 
I decentralisation of the Central expenditure 
is a good step This was long overdue and 
; could lead to very substantive changes in 
the budget in the future as in the 
functioning of the Planning Commission. 

i The Swadeshi Element 

C liRTAlN features of the budget can 
perhaps be best .malysed in the light 
of the government's swndesln doctrine. Tlie 
; 13) P's swndesln doctrine has focused on 
! (a) restructuring and pruning of the public 
sector (l>) opening up the insurance sector 
■ to domestic companies—foreign 

companies to be kept out (c) eradication 
I of unemployment to be the main thrust 
' through investment focus on agriculture, 

: the self-employed and the unincorporated 
I sector (d) to set-up special development 
i bank for the self-employment and 
i unineorporated (bhogidari) sector (e) No 
. deservation of items for small scale sector 
if) All law's relating to industry to be 
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reviewed to free it from bureaucratic 
controls ('?) to renew and renegotiate WTO 
agreements. 

The budget has, undoubtedly, been 
influenced by tlie swndeshi doctrine as far 
as the insurance .sector and the public 
sector arc concerned. In agriculture, there 
has been a major thrust in the form of 
increased plan outlay, increase in 
NABARD's share capital to meet the 
credit needs of agriculture, extension of 
the Self Help Groups (SHG) scheme ot 
NABARD to 40 lakh families (to fight 
rural unemployment) and a model 
scheme for issue of Kissan Credit Cards 
to farmers on the basis of their holdings. 
A new national agricultural policy to be 
announced soon will not only remove 
curbs on the movement of farm produce 
but would also lift the ban on export of 
all agricultural products, barring 
foodgrains. 

As far as banks for the self- 
employed are concerned, there is no 
specific measure to create a development 
bank. However, the process of the 
rehabilitation and recapitalisation of the 
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) has been 
initiated. 

In the small scale industry sector, llic 
government has a mixed policy. Initiall) 
opposed to dcreservation, it has actually 
dereserved farm implements. There is no 
further dereservation and there is a 
confusion on the investment limit 
applicable to them. At the same time, 
excise duty concessions have boon 
extended to the small scale industry, 
resulting in a revenue loss of Rs 300 croro 
in a year. 

Particularly in the case of bureaucratic 
controls, the government budget doesn't 
fare loo well. There are inadequate 
measures to attain freedom trom 
bureaucratic controls. In fact, there could 
have been a reduction in tariff rates and 
procedures. 

Whether the government is able to 
renegotiate and renew the WTO 
agreements remains to be seen. 

Therefore, there really is nothing 
that would suggest that we have a 
completely swadeshi budget. We have 
traces of the BJP's swadeshi policy; 
nothing more. 



j The Future 

T he future depends much on the 
implementation of policies 
I announced. Particularly in the light of 
I the imposition of sanctions by certain ; 

I countries, India needs to capitalise on I 
' its own resources. One notices that i 
inspite of the declaration of sanctions, ; 
the budget doesn't specifically address ; 
the issue. It could be understood as a ! 

I 

deficiency of the budget. Arguably, one | 
could also infer that the silence on the i 
' issue is meant to show the world that ; 
; India is not perturbed about the | 
I imposition of .sanctions. Perhaps the ; 
i latter view is more optimistic. | 


There are two factors that are 
working in India's favour. One, till 
now, the developed world is divided 
over the sanctions issue. Two, 
sanctions' could be a blessing in 
disguise for India. They could give the 
government enough political cover to 
further speed up reforms, privatise 
their loss-making government- owned 
establishments, liberalise the 
insurance sector and clean up the 
highly inefficient banking sector. A 
beginning has been made in certain 
areas—a lot, however, needs to be 
done if we are to achieve 7-8% growth 
rate. 


Important Budget Components 

■ Total expenditure at Rs 2,68,107 crore (Rs 1,96,105 crore for non-plan expenditure) 

■ Total Central plan outlay at Rs 1,05,187 crore, gross budgetary support up to Rs 42,464 crore. 

■ Cross tax revenues at existing rates at Rs 1,48.506 crore (States' share at Rs 39,074 crore) 

■ Revenue deficit pieced at Rs 48.068 crore (3% ot GOP) 

■ Fiscal deficit placed at Rs 91,025 crore (5.6% ol GOP) 

■ Market borrowings placed at Rs 55,931 crore. 

Expenditure Avenues 

■ Special package for agriculture—plan allocation up by 50 per cent 

■ Outlay for energy, transport, commu-nications and power Increased by 35% 

■ Oefence outlay increased to Rs 4i ,200 crore 

■ Outlay for education raised to Rs 7047 crore trom Rs 4716 crore 

■ Rural infrastructure development fund gets Rs 300 crore 

■ Department of space to get 62 per cent more and allocation tor Atomic Energy Department 

raised by 68 per cent * • 

■ 14% hike in total expenditure 

Major Policy Thrust 

■ Special push for agriculture and rural development 

■ Insurance opened to private Indian companies 

■ Fema (Foreign Exchange Management Act) to replace Fera 

■ Proposal for doubling FDI inflow in 2 years, to be decided within 90 days 

■ Coal, lignite and petro products delicensed 

■ Housing to be accorded infrastructure status 

■ National Information technology task force to formulate national infomatics policy 

■ Privatisation now to be official policy 

■ Limit for NRI secondary market investment m Indian companies increased from 1 to 5% and limit 
on total NRI investment raised to 10% 

■ Stock landing to be exempted from capital gains tax 

Taxation Policy 

■ No change in tax rates tor Individuals or corporates 

■ Basic tax exemption limit for personal rates of taxation raised from Rs 40,000 to Rs 50,000 

■ Ceilii >g of standard deduction for salaried class upto Rs 1 lakh increased trom Rs 20,000 to Rs 25,000; 
no standard deduction for those earning salaries over Rs 5 lakh 

■ Mandatory income-tax return scheme being extended to 23 more cities, taking the total to 35 

■ PAN/GIR numbers to be made mandatory in transactions like purchase and sale of houses, 
purchase of motor vehicles, fixed deposits in banks above Rs 50,000, application tor telephone 
connection and hotel payments exceeding Rs 25,000. 

■ Three new schemes—saraf, samadhan, samman-fntroduced. 
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How to Vtfifto and Speak 
Simple and Powerful English 


JDetrfnend, 

My name ii iby I invite ycu lo nad 
Siia page about my new reaearch-bued powerfitl 
eoune ‘Bapna’a Engliah Coutae*. 

%u can uae ihia easy coutae to learn quickly 
how to write and speak sinqtle, eorraci, and 
powerftil English. 

FrM Sample of 
What You will Laarn 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
wUI/shall. WecidlitBapiu*s~VVUl/9iall 
Rule. This rule has two pare; 

BarspeaMna . always use WQX. During ttiy 4 
years in U&\, 1 never heard anyone use SHAU. . 

Bar wrt»t"° and for exams, use lU. like l'U, 
you'll, he'll, she’ll, they’ll. This is a short-cut. 

In diis w% your sentences will always be correct. 

Uniqtw Course 

Please note that niy course is not at all like 
Rapidex'” or other books/courses. I shewed you 
the use of will/shall so easily and quickly. 
books may take S to 10 pages to teach it and so it 
lakes you many days to learn to use will/shall 
cotret^y. Do you folly realize now that my 
coutae is really unique and different? 

Bapna's Will/Sball Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied fay other 
books/courses because this material is based on 
our research, and we own die copyright and 
trademarks. 

Who Will Greatly Benefit 

This course is not for those who shidied in 
English medium. It is for you it you studied in 
non-English medium. Ifou can greatly betwfit: 

• If you can understand English when others speak, 
but you ate not sure of correct way to write or 
spmk English. Or, if you sometimes nuke 
mistakes or get confused when speaking ^lish. 

•If you have used grammar or spoken English books 
to learn English, but did not get success 

• If you are a student, teacher, profesaor, doctor, 

CA, ICWA, CS. MBA, engineer, technician, 
scientist, musician, secretary, phone operator, bank 
oflicer. clerk, businessman. 

• If you are highly motivated to learn simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly. 

I Was Weak In English 

I was Ixim in Rtyasthan where pec^ are weak 
in English. I studM in government non-English 
medium schools. So, I was also weak in Eni^ish. 

On my way to Pilani to join B.E., at Chitawa 
railway station, I met one P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was also going to Pilani to 
join B.E. 

I started speaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said 
“I donot know Hi^i”, It was a surprise and 
shock for me that he did not know Hindi. I had 
never talked in ^lish before and I was not 
confident of udkiira in English. So. I said “I do 
not know Ei^ish^ 






Fur Spokan Enggah. M« 
Impiovaineni. Suooaaa or monay- 
hack. For buihiau opportunity 
Wla. aand your name. Mo-data 
Speed Post, courtar, nx to: 

[hid Power. Dopi M-7. Sect 4. 
Udtipur-313002. Fk(02M)4K3M 


My Stnjggfo to Loam English 

In the flnt lemetter in Pilani, I was a topper with 
10 out of 10 grade points, but I was not confident in 
English. So, I was worried about my weak English. 
I bought many books, guides, diaionaries, 
newspapers. 

1 worked hard, but improvement was very slow 
For exaiiwle, I took one month to read my first 
novel R. K. Narzan’s The Guidt because I had to 
search so many words in the dictitmary. 

I even Uiou^t of dropping one semester, sitting at 
home, and teming only Etwiish. That time I used 
to think "Why nobody develms a research-based 
course to lea^ good simple English for non-English 
medium people Tike me? And someday I’ll try.’ 

My Drum ComM True 

I continued to work hard. And finally I improved 
Engliah and became a successfut engineer/autnor in 
America. And, then I returned u> India. 

Ibday, I am happy to offer you this course in 
Engliidi-my dream has come true. 


let 

lliih 



Bio-Data 

• B E. BITS Pilani. M Tech. IIT 
Kharagpur. NT8E scholar. Rank S 
Raj School Board. 

• Workt-tamous author. I published 
3 computer hooka In USA 
mekjdmg ■ beat sawng ‘MS-DOS 
Masters.* 

• My imi job as an engineer paid only Rs 1000 per 
SSONTH Just 7 years later, I earned 50 dollars per 
HOUR in USA as computer expert and vvrtlar 

• At the peak M success. I Mft USA to do something in 
our own counliy Now. I spend my lull lime at the 
‘Mind Power Research insUtute' 

• I also leamt French, SanskrtI, Karate. Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many Madllatlons, etc. 

• Expert: Compulars. EngHsh, Mind Power, Study 
Tachniquas VUss e member or ‘Society tor 
Acealareled Laainlng A Teaching. USA'. 


Our Nmw Rasearch 

In English, there ate many ways to say anything. 
Some ways are easy and some are difncult and 
confosing. Vfe did research to find which are easy 
ways and which ate difficult ways for people from 
non-English medium In this process, we also 
discovered that some of the world's best magazines 
and books use the simple & powerful ways m 
writing Eivlish. This was an unexpected surprise 
discovery for our research team. 

For example, we found that part of Reader's 


¥ 

for 


(Because i 
countries, 

non-English people.) 

We dmloped this new course only for people like 
you who studied in non-English medium. We 
believe this is the first and only such course in the 
world. 

Easy to Laarn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surety 
understand my course. And greatly benefit from it 
Our belief and experience sliow that it is better to 
teach English ihrou^ English than through 
translation. Why? Because it helps students to 
learn to think in English. 

The complete cours- has 5 parts for easy learniiiK. 
Aut 1: Enenclal English 
Itetl: Important and Helpful Usage 
But 3 ; How to Write in a rawerfui Effective, and 
Reiuil-Orienied Way 
Aurt4: Advanced Tbpics 
Itat 5 : Mild Spelling Dictionary 
PkrtS is so tuy and powerful that, it is worth 
more than the foil price for the complete course. 

Some of the other (opici In Ole coone arc ■ 
TV« ihon-cuts to powerful English • Learn to use 
these helpfol words • Henv to write letters • Mow 
to enhance meaning • How to remember spellings 
and increase vocabulary • Common u.we 
Baiwfit from My Mind Ptmwr Expertise 
Ifbu itiiy know that I am an expert in the fields id 
Mind Fomw. Study Ihchniques, and Computers. 

I have used this knowled^ u> make the English 


couise I 
You I 

this course, 
in two steps- 

Stn 1: Study for 1 hour per day. Tlbu can 
comprete it in 23 to 40 dqrs. 

Step 2. For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per week. After that, for the next 2 monihi, 
revise it for I hour per week. In this wqr, your 
improvement will become permanent. 

Pocket Cards for Futsr Learning 
Keep them in your pocket to revise in schooT, in 
college, in bus, in park. In (davground, etc. So, you 
use the lime which other p^Ie waste. No other 
course gives you such usefol iMcket cards. 

Improve Puwncy 

Being fluent means that you can say anything In 
English without hesiuiiion. Some perale judge you 
from how fluent you are in English, ib be fluem, 
w need to (1) be able to aiy almoit anything in 
English (2) be sure that ynur sentence is corteci. 

'This course will improve your fluency in both 
these ways. Remember, fluency helps you to get 
better job or faster promotion, and to speak > 
cunfidimily at panics or with friends. 

Proof of SuccMSS 

• ‘Before joining your course I could understand 

English hut I could not speak Engliah. Now, I cm 
speak powerful English. ‘ - 8«iw ainei. Fens mm 

• ‘In the past, I was not good at writing as well u 
spring English Using your course, I am able to- 
wriie simple and better English without mistake 
and I can speak English with others without ai^ 
hesitation. I completed your course in 27 days.* 

* - V H Piswlil. Xlirnidnnnt. MS 

• ‘Good and unique course. I was average in 

English Now I can write letters in simple 
English.' - Aun amMa, af 

• ‘I want to thank you for tills valuable English 

course. Now 1 can write & speak English much 
belter than before. ” — siwnM Antmaii m. nmw. m 



The book/cas.ieties give words and leniencei qf 
I common use you need lu icpeat again and again to get | 
1 .1 ,r<iacuce in spoken English. The same am recorded 
I fin easy practice on cassencs in male and female 
I voices rounr code: 125 price: Rs 1301-20 


Order Now 
and Save 

If you send your order this month, the rHscounl 
price for Bapna's Eiigllsii Coune b Rs 245-f20 Mdy. 
Normal price is Rs i60 I 20, so you save Rs 115. 

I’lease also note that when busy executives buy 
our spcciali'zcd English course for them, ih^ pa^ Rs 
1315/- But, to get Bapna’s English Course, you 


Cdium NatnM 


'sa* 

QBpnB • Cngliih Caurid 

Sfti 

345020 

LpoHEn EnpiUb Prtedpt BooK 24-paBtt 

120 

100+20 

Both tha Engliah eourada abova 

7M 

Sl*>M 

Buty Epaoutiva'B Cuida ta Powerful and 
RiButt’Ortantad Enoilah far WMina A Bpaach 

20 

1200+20 


How to Order (Not sold iii slto(is| 


All courses are sent by Begisiend Foit only. No VPP. 
1b order today, go to your bank or post offose, and lend 
tbe tun ainmint by D.D, or M.O. in the name of 
M.rAI. payable si l lilalpnr.Ha(iM>liMi to; 

Director, Mind Power Research Institute 
Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313002 

llfPPR.TFNT. WrSt in CAPO A' lattsfs ttoit nww. aMasi. PM, aouru 
axU al (t| initiwn nl MO lorm OR P) UkI oI OfiR No IPO » WltgiM 
Mom 2*3 aaBks tv order prooiutng. (May powfeiB Uda^ur (uradietion 
only Copyngfrt by Uf*P.\ 
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UKttRira SogM Sector Pfantag 


The Indian Constitution has adopted a 
socialistic pattern of society for the country. 
Even before the 42nd amendment was 
incorporated and the word "socialistic" was 
added formally in the preamble, Nehruvian 
model of planning and development had 
actually adapted the concept of socialism for 
the political economy of the country. But 
today, after nearly five decades of economic 
planning, the social sector still remains one 
of the most underdeveloped areas of the 
economy. Despite pumping in thousand of 
crores of rupees in the social sector, including 
education, health and family welfare, social 
welfare, rural and urban development, 
sanitation, etc, India still remains one of the 
least developed countries in the world, 
notwithstanding higher rates of growth 
achieved in certain other sectors. 

Grim Situation 

B eing one of the most populous 
countries of the world, India has her 
own problems. I arge percentage of people 
living in rural areas makes the rural 
development a major thrust area of 
planning. Rampant poverty among the 
population in rural and urban areas makes 
the task of planners even more difficult. 
Growmg urbanisation needs development 
of housing, availability of potable and safe 
drinking water to all and proper sanitation 
facilities Growing population not only 
needs effective programmes to check 
growth of population, but also needs 
facilities, infrastructure and programmes 
to easure that proper health care facilities 
to all its population, particularly the 
women and children, are extended. 

In a traditional society like ours, 
gender bias against the women is 
persisting even today. In addition, there 
are many vulnerable sections of the society, 
like Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled 


Tribes (STs) and Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs), which need special attention. 
Schemes and programmes already exist 
for upliftment of these categories, and 
every now and then, new programmes are 
added, however, the results have been 
very poor. It has been held by various 
iiiternational development agencies that 
India's rating on Human Development 
Index (HDI) is very poor. 

To quote an example, rural 
development has been one of the 
important thrust areas of Indian planners 
But despite best of the efforts, it is 
estimated that even today around 35 per 
cent of the population is still below the 
poverty line. Many programmes, like the 
Integrated Rural Development 
Programme (IRDP), Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojana ORY), Training of Rural Youth for 
Self-Employment (TRYSEM), 

Development of Women and Children in 
Rural Areas (DWCRA), are still in force. 
Mainly due to poor implementation and 
leakages, these schemes have failed to 
produce desirable results. These poverty 
alleviation programmes and employment 
assurance schemes, in absolute terms, 
have resulted in spending millions of 
rupees every year in every State, but the 
impact has been minimal. Main reason is 
that per capita investment per beneficiary 
is so small that it is not adec{uate to lift the 
beneficiary above the poverty line. The 
so-called "direct attack" on poverty 
through the IRDP has failed to deliver the 
goods. 

Wasted Effort 

E ducation is considered to be the 
cornerstone of all the efforts aimed at 
social upliftment. It is also considered to 
be a catalyst, which leads to human 
resources development, comprising better 


health and nutrition, improved socio¬ 
economic opportunities and more 
congenial and beneficial environment for 
all. In addition, there is empirical evidence 
to show that high literacy rate among the 
females is associated with low rates of 
population growth, low infant and 
maternal mortality and a higher rate of 
life expectancy at birth. 1991 Census 
revealed a literacy rate of around 52 per 
cent, which appeared to be much below 
the expected level. Adult Literacy 
Programme was launched with fan-fare 
decades ago and was supplemented by 
the National Literacy Mission, but 100 per 
cent literacy rale still remains a pipe 
dream. Even 100 per cent enrolment of 
children for elementary education is yet 
to be achieved. 

One of the major thrust areas during 
,,the Eighth Plan was the universalisation 
of elementary education and eradication 
of illiteracy in the age group of 15 to 35 
years. But, unfortunately, these targets 
could not be achieved. For the Eighth Plan 
period, the target for total enrolment of 
population for primary classes was 82 per 
cent, while the targets for enrolment in 
upper primary and elementary education 
were 59 and 67 per cent, respectively. At 
this rate, when would the target of 
universalisation of elementary education 
be achieved, is anybody's guess. 

In the field of health and family 
welfare also, things arc not bright. The 
National Health Policy, 1983 had reiterated 
India's commitment to the goal of "Health 
For All (HFA) by the year 2000AD." Many 
indicators have been quite positive, like 
crude birth rate and infant mortality rate 
which were at 29 and 80 at the beginning 
of the Eighth Plan. Life expectancy has 
also risen from a mere 32 years in 1947 to 
around 64 years at present. 

However, despite all these 
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achievements, HFA is nowhere near sight 
so far, with just 18 months left to enter the 
21st century. Large sections of population 
ate still battling with plethora of diseases 
like tuberculosis, leprosy, polio, blindness, 
diarrhea and iodine deficiency disorders. 
Under-privileged sections of the society 
are still deprived of health care facilities. 
People living in many far-flung and 
remote areas still do not have an access to 
the,health institutions. Even tlie existing 
institutions like Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs) and Hospitals are poorly equipped 
due to paucity of funds. It is the 
inadequacy of these institution that has 
forced the majority of the population in 
urban areas to look for privately-run 
health institutions. 

Progress on other areas is also not 
encouraging. Urban development 
functions of the administration have not 
been able to cope up with rapidly 
growing needs of urbanisation. 
Housing, clean water, sewerage, power 
and transport continue to pose problems 
in the urban areas. As per 1991 census 
figures, 50.5 per cent of the total urban 
population lives in 23 metropolitan 
urban agglomerations with population 
over one million. The problems like 
pollution, urban unemployment, slum 
and poor infrastructure need immediate 
solution. 

Another area of national concern has 
been to bring the women in the 
mainstream of economic development. 
Several legislative measures have been 
taken to protect and empower the fair 
sex and to ensure their participation in 
socio-economic decision-nuiking. But the 
society in the rural areas still continues 
to be dominated by the males. The 
women's share in employment rose from 
11.3 per cent in 1962 to less tlian 15 per 
cent at present In 1990, gazetted posts 
held by the women v.'erc just about 5 per 
cent-of the total. Mainly due to strong 
preference for male child, the number of 
females for every 1000 males declined 
from 972 in 1901 to 930 in 1971, with slight 
improvement to 943 in 1981, dipping 
again to 929 in 1991. IMR among the 
fenule children is much higher than the 
average. Rate of literacy and life 
expectancy are significantly lower in case 


of females in India. 

Achievements in the field of welfare 
of SCs and STs also tell the same story 
despite tali claims by tlie government. 
At the beginning of Eighth Plan, as 
against the national average of 33 per 
cent of people living below poverty line, 
this incidence was much higher among 
the SCs and STs, at 45 and 53 per cent 
respectively. Similarly, there arc wide 
variations in the literacy rate also. As 
per Eighth Plan document, as against 
the literacy rate Ilf 41.22 per cent in case 
j of rest of the population in 1981, this 
rate was at 21.38 per cent and 16.35 per 
cent for SC and ST population, 
respectively. 

I 

Thrust Areas 

E we ponder over the reasons of failure 
f planning effort in the social sector, 
these are not difficult to seek. One ot the 
leasorus is the lesser resources and rapidly 
growing population. Of course, there are 
many social reasons which have deep 
roots in our social system, however, the 
failure of the planning machinery cannot 
be ruled out. Poor planning and slip¬ 
shod way of formulating and 
implementing schemes and programmes 
arc major causes of failure. Lack of 
integration of various prograiiunes is yet 
another. As a result, the achievements 
made in the development of social sector 
are not commensurate with the funds 
spent. 

j With a view to achieve better results 
in the years to come, the planners ha\ e to 
pay attention to certain key areas One 
such area is integration of planning effort. 
There are many departments, like rural 
development, urban development, labour 
I and employment, welfare, health and 
! family affairs, education, irrigation anu 
I water supply, which are catering to the 
I developmental needs of concerned areas, 
i But, often, one hand does not know what 
the other is doing. There has to be some 
kind of integration of these departments 
so that not only the implementation 
becomes easy but also the results are much 
better. 

Developm.ent of rural infrastructure 
should be the another thrust area. This is 
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one area which facilitates higher growth 
rate of the social sector. Availability of 
irrigation facilities, power and 
mechanisation of agriculture are certain 
factors which would (reform Uie rural 
economies. At present, agricultural sector 
is plagued with low productivity and lack 
of modernisation. Improving 
intrastructural facilities in the agricultural 
sector would go a long way in improving 
the financial condition of the rural and 
under-privileged classes of the society, 
which would automatically iron out most 
of the problems. 

Education is yet another thrust area. 
Various studies have established a 
positive co-relation between literacy 
and social development. Improved 
educational status of women 
automatically improves the health 
consciousness in the entire family. To 
an educated woman it is easier to sell 
the concepts like immunisation, 
prevention from various diseases and 
values of the small family norms. As 
the saying goes, education is the best 
contraceptive. Improved educational 
levels among the under-privileged 
sections, including the SCs, STs and 
people living below poverty line, would 
have a positive impact. 

involvement of the beneficiaries and 
non-government organisations is a must 
in achieving rapid development in the 
social sectors. Offering ot sops from time 
to time, aimed at short-term political 
gains, has generated a feeling of 
dependence and complacency among the 
beneficiaries. I’lill involvement of these 
people in all the programmes would help 
to achieve the sense of belonging among 
the bcneficiarie.-.. In many fields like 
family welfare, literacy programmes, 
welfare schemes, etc many works 
presently handled by the government 
should be given to the voluntary and 
non-government organisations. Such 
agencies should not only be encouraged, 
but should be made nodal agencies in 
overall development of the social sector. 
Private capital must be invited for 
strengthening the rural infrastructure. To 
that extent, the recent decision of the 
government to create a separate ministry 
of infrastructure is a welcome one. 
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When Wealth 
Accumulates, Men Decay 


P^J a real life incident, a post- 
l^aduate, after receiving his 
degree from a dignitary, toie 
it to pieces in the presence of 
a large stunned audience. 

Obviously, this young 
man was sending a silent 
signal—the degree was not 
worth the costly paper it had 
been printed on. Worse, it was 
his passport to unemployment. 

The youth resent an 
education thiit from the first 
to the doctoral degree is 
irrelevant. The material 
abundance that science and 
technology makes possible 
raises questions. Thomas 
Huxley has asked, "What are 
we going to do with all tliese 
things?" What's the use if the 
quality of human life 
deteriorates? 

What is most fearsome 
for them is adults; not 
individual adults but the 
power-wielding adult 
generation, which decides 
for them where to go and 
how fast. They grunt at the 
invisible strings of the 
adults. 

They arc baffled by 
abstractions and appalled by 
the failure to find solutions to 
their problems. Take the 
speeches delivered by 
"leaders" during election 
campaigns. They mouth 
platitudes about secularism, 
democracy, communalism etc. 
etc. All these windpipes 
would be sordid spectacles, 


had they not been laughable! 

One bright student from a 
university says, "How horrible 
to have adults push me into 
tomorrow when they have 
messed up all my todays!" 

The problem with 
"education" is that it looks to 
technology, not humanity, to 
solve the current problems. No 
one had ever visualized that 
educational institutions would 
become intellectual slums 
where professors, instead of 
imparting "knowledge" will 
perform baby-sitting for their 
students! 

The invasion of the 
machine is reducing further the 
value and importance of the 
teacher. Education will improiv 
not because everybody will be 
humanised but because 
teaching machines will make 
information easier and more 
efficient. Books will become 
redundant. Photocopying 
machines will become 
powerful tools of imparting 
information. 

Human personality will 
change not because of moral 
renewal but because of the 
human body's reaction to 
drugs. Frustration w'!I be eased 
not because institutions will be 
humanized but because drugs 
will ease them. 

Wars will be fewer not 
because nations become 
friendly but because a balance 
of power will be replaced by a 
balance of terror 


Leaders talk about 
human values, about ethical 
and spiritual needs, but they 
put their hand often in the 
national kitty. The idealistic 
young are appalled. They can 
say, "We have seen tlie enemy. 
It is you." 

Computers? The young 
are growing up in the midst of 
so much technology that they 
take it in their stride becaiist' 
they can do nothing about it. 
They are afraid of being 
manipulated by people who 
have no commitment U' moral 
values. They join them 
believing in the maxim: if you 
cannot beat them, join them. 
Thus, we arc headed for a 
society in which anything 
goes. 

The assurance, "You will 
settle into it when you 
mature", is neither satisfying 
nor reassuring. "Do not trust 
anyone over 40", is no longer 
a joke. 

Rajiv Gandhi had 
admitted publically that only 
eight paise liut ot a rupee 
meant for development 
reached where meant. The 
young see colossal waste of 
national resources, defiling of 
the environment, and 
poisoning of the atmosphere, 
A series of scams have looted 
the nation of billions of rupees. 
Not a single culprit has been 
booked. The youngster who 
thinks that Utopia is only a few 
demonstrations away, gets 


restless and attacks symbols of 
such authorilv. 

Wi’ are producing (vnics. 
According to Oscai Wilde, a 
cvnic is a person who knovi s 
the price ot eveivthing hut 
value of nothing .Most voung 
are like others before them. 
They soon fit into the 
mainstream They do. But as 
disgruntled human beings 
who, then, are willing to 
sabotage the system trom 
inside. 

This is an indication of the 
deca\' ot a society in which 
each generatiiMi tolli'ws the 
prev ious oni'. When we hear 
that the young are going 
through growth pangs, hut 
will soon "settle down ,v> we 
did", one wonders il tlu' 
slereoUpe, i orriipl man i'- not 
already here. 

Is it tair to heat the heliels 
of the voung as something tliev 
will grow out of? Why not 
listen to their critique of 
society? N it untrue thai there 
is chaos, coiruption, 'iijuslice. 
inequality, and violence in the 
country? 

Why cannot wc have 
openness and transpanmey in 

our system? Why conceal the 

• ^ 

seamy side? Beneath facile 
certainties, there are 
insecurities. 

No six'iety, however, free 
and democratic, can .survive, 
if wealth produces a culture of 
immortality and thievery—an 
aristocraev of avarice. 
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GonenlStiidtesSctme 


Q. 1. Explain and differentiate between the writs of 
Prohibition and Certiorari. Also explain the conditions 
necessary for issue of a writ of Certiorari. 

Ans. the writ of prohibition is issued by any High Court 
or the Supreme Court tr’ any inferior court, prohibiting the 
latter to continue proceedings m a particular case, where it has 
no legal jurisdiction ot trial. While the writ ot mandamus 
commands doing of a particular thing, the, writ of prohibition 
IS essen:i.i)l\- .uldressed to a subordinate court commanding 
mactivitv Uiii ol proliibition is, thus, not available against a 
public otliiei not \esic'd with judicial or i]uasi-judicial powers. 

I he Supivnie C ourt can i-suc this writ onlv where a fundamental 
right IS altei ted. 

rile wni o! icrtioran i an be issued bv the Supreme Court or 
am, High c I'liil tor iiii.isliing the order already passed by an 
inicnor c.inil In other winds, while the prohibition is available 
at the eailier stage, certiorari is available on similar groimds at 
a latei st.ige. il can ,ilso be said that the writ of pmhibition is 
.ivaiiable diinn-’, the pendency ot proceedings before a 
siibordioal ’ I'oiirt, certiorari can be rc'sorted to only after the 
ordt*' I'l decision has been annminced. There are several 
conditions necc'ssarv for the issue of writ of certiorari, which are 
as under- 

{a) lliere shinild be a court, tribunal or an officer having 
legal ntilliori 1\ to determine the c]uestion of deciding fundamental 
rights, uilh a dutv to act uidicially. 

,/i) Such a courl, tribunal or officer must have passed an 
order acting without jurisdiction or in excess of the judicial 
authority vested by law in such court, tribunal or law. The order 
ccuild also be ygninst the principal of natural justice or it could 
contain an error ot judgement in appreciating the facts of the 
case 

(I) The earlier view of the Supreme Court on the writ of 
Cerlioraii was that this writ could not he issued against purely 
administrative matter. Ic was to be issued only in case of judicial 
and quasi-judicial inaliers, that is to say, where the decision was 
arrived at after hearing the interested parties, without reference 
to any extraneous considerations. But later decisions of the 
Su|ireme Court, passed bi'lwecn 1970 to 1978, the latest being 
foseph Vs Fxecutive 1-ngineer, have removed the distinction 
between quasi-judicial and administrative orders. It is now held 
by the apex court that where civil rights or right of property of 
an individual are affected by an order, even if it is not prescribed 
bv statute, the affected individual must be provided with a due 
oppnrtimilv of being lieard, even if it is an administrative order. 
If an adminislralive ordoi tails lo provide an opportunity of being 


heard to the affected person in such cases, tlus amounts to denial 
of natural justice and such an order may be quashed by way of 
the writ of certiorari. 

(d) A Tribvmal or a Court may be said to have acted without 
jurisdiction when the court is not duly constituted, subject matter 
of enquiry is beyond the scope of such a court or tribunal, where 
the jurisdiction has been wrongly assumed by the court or 
tribunal, where natural justice has been denied to the affected 
party, or where the said decision has been obtained by fraud, 
corruption or collusion. 

(e) Even when the court or tribunal concerned has the 
jurisdiction, its order can be quashed by a writ of certiorari on 
the ground that the order suffers from an error on "face of the 
record". Such error is also referred to error of law. It also means 
that in case it appears that the grounds on which the order is 
made by the court or tribunal* am not warranted by the legal 
statute, certiorari could be issued to quash such an order. 

Under all above circumstances High Courts can is.suc writ 
of certiorari. The Supreme Court can also issue such an order 
where fundamental right of an individual is affected. 

Q. 2. What do you understand by LASER? What is the 
difference between the Laser and ordinary source of light? 
Describe in detail the uses of Laser technology. 

Ans. Laser stands for Light Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation. First-ever Laser was designed and 
fabricated by Theodore Maiman in Hughes Research 
Laboratories, USA in 1960. Even prior (o that, the basic principles 
of stimulated emission process were developed by Albert 
Einstein as early as 1917. A Laser is a special source of light and 
generates optical generation by utilising a process called 
stimulated emission, invention of Laser technology has 
revolutionised the field of science and technology across the 
world. Laser action is now demonstrated in gases, liquids and 
other optical malfrials as well as semi-conductors. From the 
size of tip of a needle to as big as a huge building, the Lasers 
now are available in all sizes and shapes. Some Lasers have the 
capability of operating continuously while the others operate 
for a few seconds only. Ranging from 10 watts to 1000 watts, 
power could be produced continuously or in pulses lasting a 
tew seconds by the Lasers. 

As compared to the ordinary light. Laser is a unique source 
of light. While the ordinary light is non-coherent, the light 
generated by a Laser is coherent. Due to synchronisation of 
electro-magnetic waves in Lasers, this type of light is highly 
intense and directional Laser light is also monocliromatic and 
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consists of a single colour and wavelength. 

(.ascr beams are, thus, endowed with ordinary properties 
and have many uses. Because of its property of high intensity. 
Laser may melt and evaporate any material onto which it is 
focussed. It makes Lasers an effective tool of rutting, drilling 
and welding with extreme precision The high intensities of 
Lasers generate several unique non-linear optical effects which 
can be extensively used in basic and applied sciences. One 
such non-linear phenomenon is the second harmonic 
generation in which the frequency of incident Laser radiation 
gets doubled. 

Apart from above, I asers have also been used cxtetwively in 
industry, medicine, communication, defence, etc. Industry uses 
Lasers for material processing, cutting, welding, drilling etc. laser 
surgery has many advantages over the conventional forms of 
surgery It can be used as a bloodless scalpel and the wounds heal 
faster in this case. Tor treating various ailments and defects in the 
eyes, Ijisets are extensively used now. Thin optical fibre cables 
have already revolutionised the communication in the world. 
Modulated Laser light passing through these hair thin glass fibn>s 
has revolutionised the world of communication. It has enormous 
uses in Laser printing. Compact Disc's (CDs) barcode readers etc. 

Use of Lasers in defence is enormous. Lasers are used to 
find exact range of the target and tlaen guide the projectiles and 
missiles with the help of laser beams. Laser-guided weapons 
are highly accurate and effective. Laser-based non-lethal weapons 
which can cause temporary blindness are also being tested 
currently. As a defensive weapon, high power ground-based 
lijsers can be used to destroy the enemy missiles and satellites. 
Laser-operated night vision devices are also in use. The 
development ot the Laser technology is still continuing and in 
tiu' years to come, this technology would find many other uses 
in our day-to-day life. 

Q. 3. What were the reasons for the growth of militant 
nationalism during the first two decades of the twentieth 
century? 

Ans. While the period Irom 1858 to IWS was characterised 
by creation and development ol nationalist feeling, the period 
from W05 to I*’ 18 is marked with the rise of militant nationalism. 
Partiuilarly after the formation ot Indian National Congress in 
1885, the moderate leaders led the nationalist movement. But 
after a couple ol decades, the methods of modcratc.-i came under 
severe tiio and militant nationalism led by the extremist leaders 
dominated the scene after 1905. The period of moderate 
dominance, though tailed to make the Britishers agree to any o^ 
the important political demands of Indians, made a la.-gc number 
of people conscioiLs of the evils of foreign rule and provided 
necessary political training to the Indians. 

Failure of the British government to accept any of the 
demands of the Indians, disillusioned many politicaily-conscious 
people. The Britishers, instead, looked down upon the moderates 
and there was a demand for vigorous political actions in departure 
from the existing methods of meetings, petitions, speeches and 
walkouts. New aggressn e leadersliip in India squarely blamed 
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the Britishers for political and economic exploitation of India. 
Indian industries, ftey believed, could not develop till the British 
exploitation continued. Hie evils of economic consequences were 
symbolised by disastrous famines that struck India from 1896 to 
1900, taking a toll of about nine million people. 

Various actions taken by the British government between 
1892 to 1905 also dissatisfied the Indians. The Indian Councils 
Act of 1892 failed to come up to the expectations of Indians, 
as it hardly provided any additional representation to them. 
The number of Indian representatives in Calcutta Corporation 
was reduced and in 1898, a law was passed, making it an 
offence to incite the feelings of dissatisfaction towards the 
British government. In 1904, Official Secrets Act was passed, 
attacking the freedom of the press and the citizens. Lokmanya 
Tilak and a few other newspaper editors were sentenced to 
long-term imprisonment for arousing people against the alien 
government. Hence, an increasing number of people were 
convinced that for the sake of development of the country, 
self-rule was essential. 

Growth of education and unemployment were the other 
factors. All those who were educated were offered petty jobs in 
the government at low salaries. They watched for themselves at 
close quarters the policies of discrimination and exploitation 
followed by the British government. This category of educated 
Indians became the best propagators and followers of militant 
nationalism. Hiis was strengthened by several events that took 
place abroad. Rise of modern Japan, defeat of Italian Army by 
the Ethiopians in 1896 and defeat of Russia at the hands of Japan 
in 1905 exploded the myth of European invincibility. 

Right from the^beginning of Uie nationalist movement, a 
school of militant nationalism had existed in the rountry, 
represented by the leaders like Kajnaiain Bose and Ashwani 
Kumar Dutt and Bal Cangadhar Tilak. In 1893 Tilak started using 
the religious Ganpati festival to propagate nationalist ideas 
followed by Shivaji festival in 1895, inciting the people to emulate 
Shivaji in nationalism. Towards the end of 19th century, militant 
national usts found favourable climate when the prominent leaders 
like Laia Lajpat Rai, Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal 
came to the fore. 

All these leaders got an opportunity in 1905 when the British 
government announced the partition of Bengal. On 20th July 
1905 Ixird C.’urzon by an order, divided Bengal Province into 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, on the one hand, and rest of Bengal, 
on the other. Ofticial reason given for this decision was the 
administrative efficiency. But the actual reason was the rising 
nationalism in Bengal province. It was also seen as an effort to 
divide Bengal on communal lines. Militant leaders look tliis order 
as a challenge to Indian nationalism and a strong anti-partition 
movement emerged in which ail religions and sections of society 
participated. The day of partition was observed as a day of 
national mourning. The methods of Swadeshi and Boycott 
emphasised self-reliance of Indians and brought all the Indians 
together. Thus, the partition of Bengal gave the final fillip to the 
militant nationalism, putting an end to the supremacy of the 
moderate leadership. 
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The most coveted lest for MBA aspirants 
is the Common Admission Test (CAT) for the 
six Indian Institutes of Management (IlMs) 
and several allied institutes. This year it will 
be held on December 13. If you are making a 
serious attempt for it, you should already have 
started preparations, because a sustained prac¬ 
tice is what will improve your speed and accu¬ 
racy. This feature describes how you can prepare 
for and make a success of this prestigious exam. 

The CAT is the most prestigious of 
management entrance tests. Thousands of 
graduates from engineering, commerce and 
arts backgrounds, those studying in their 
final year of college and others who are in 
jobs, apply every year. If you wish to get a 
business management degree from a good 
institute, you should be making a serious 
attempt for CAT, 

There is another reason why a serious 
attonpt should be made for this test. Be¬ 
cause of the industrial slowdown, finding 
jobs has become difficult and starting sala¬ 
ries have taken a nose-dive. An MBA de¬ 
gree is going to be worth it only if you do 
it from a good institute. From a lower rated 
institute, you may get a starting salary of 
just Ri, 3,000 per month, that is, if you 
manage to get a job at all. That is why you 
should aim tor the better institutes, if you 
have the aptitude for it. 

This has become all the more impera¬ 
tive this year, since CAT is expanding in 
scope and most of the better institutes now 
rely on CAT scores. This year will see a fur¬ 
ther shake-out, with all ^e good institutes 
tying up with CAT. The other common tests 
wilTbe left with poorly rated institutes which 
issue diplomas having no value. In fact, it 
was seen last year that some institutes were 
included in MAT and the G-Indomat exams, 
pointing to tfie fact that they were unable to 
get the number of applications that they 
hoped for. These tests will slowly lose Bieir 
importance and will be left to cater only to 
litde known institutes. If the CAT adopts a 


transparent approach, like the GMAT, and 
gives out scores to candidates, it will be¬ 
come the only worthwhile management 
entrance test in the coimtry. 

Aim for good institutes 

If you are aiming for the better insti¬ 
tutes, you have to prepare well for the CAT 
as well for those institutes which are highly 
rated but are not included in it. These in¬ 
stitutes are XLRl, FMS, SP Jain, and a few 
others. The other tests, such as those of 
other institutes and common aptitude teste, 
should be kept only as a last resort. Fur¬ 
ther, these tests are more or less common 
and if you prepare for one, the others will 
seem easy. If you prepare with devotion, 

I there is no reason why you will not gel a 
call from a good institute. 

There are 175-180 questions in the 
CAT, divided into four sections: Maths, 
Comprehension, Reasoning and Verbal 
Ability. You are required to do the test in 
two hours. The first hour is for English and 
Verbal Ability sections and the second for 
Maths and Data Interpretation sections. 
You cannot go back and forth. Ideally, a 
student should practice by allotting half 
an hour per section so that one is prepared 
for any eventuality of section-wise time 
limit being imposed this year. Get some 
gorxl tests and start appearing in them after 
doing your basics. 

Arrive at your score by marking the 
tests: add one mark for the correct answer 
and deduct one-quarter of a mark for each 
wrong answer. This will help you come to 
your net score, ideally, you should try to 
score 120 or mote in these teste. A score of 
above 100 is required in any case to get a 
call trom the allied institutes. You may now 
have realised the importance of starting 
early—-if your scores are sigruficantly be¬ 
low these levels, you should seek profes- 
I sional help or try to overcome your 
handicaps yourself. In many cases, sus¬ 


tained practice has resulted in a sigruficant I 
increase in scores. Provided you have the 
aptitude, practice will certainly help in- ! 
crease scores. 

How to prepare 

The test consists of questions on En¬ 
glish and Maths and the level is that of 
school, though comprehension passages 
are long and there are some tricky ques¬ 
tions as well. Your preparation should con¬ 
sist of three steps described below: 

The first step should be to revise the 
basic concepts thoroughly. This can be done 
by going through class 10 books on Maths 
and Gihmnutr. Make sure that you have 
tables and formulae on your fingertips. Do 
all the exercises given in the books. 

The second step consists of doing as 
many short tests as possible in various 
sections. Take some half-hour Comprehen¬ 
sion, Maths, Reasoning and English tests 
separately. These should be timed so that 
you can average a little less than one 
j minute per question. Make notes of the 
! short-cuts that you learn. Ideally, you 
I should do over 100 such tests and that will 
I help build your speed . 

1 The third step is to do a number of full- 

I length (2-hour) tests, consisting of all the 
I sections. Again, it is important to time 
yourself. Only then you will get to an ac¬ 
curate assessment of yourself. As you do 
more tests, you will find your speed and 
scores improving. Analyse vour mistakes 
and try to get over them. 

The important thing is to acquire 
speed and accuracy. It is wrongly believed 
that CAT can be cleared in a month or two 
of preparation because these skilk caimot 
be learnt. That is why a long-term approach 
will help you crack the lest. It may be bet¬ 
ter to join an iirstitute specialising in man¬ 
agement entrance tests because of the 
discipline and interaction with other as¬ 
pirants. Form an informal group to thrash 
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out problems .mil to disi iiss ciirnml issues. 

Some important tips 

C)m e you luive decided lo m.ike a se¬ 
rious allompl tor CAT, hn us yourself to the 
requirements ot the test. A ^ood uHahu- 
lary is essential and sc' is extra leadin*; 
Make it a point to reaii impoitanl arlulis 
in newspapers and check up 'a ords you do 
not know. This will serve two aiins tirsl, 
improving, viuahularv and second, a 
knowledf'e oi issues which v\ ill he helplul 
in attempting comprehension passtiges. 
Some ot these passages .ire on current is¬ 
sues and you lerlainlv stand ,it an advan¬ 
tage it you know something about them 
befomhand SeimesluJenlsget in\ ol\ ed in 
trying to improve memory oi reading 
speed, which are least helplul [he only 
thing that will help yui is extra reading, 
done over a long period oi time. 

A look at tlu' v]uesti(ins asked in past 
vears show that it is ,i test ot inlelligi uie, 
not of mugging up H voii have managed 
to get good marks in school and lollege 
through this melhoil, \ on cert.iinlv hav e lo 
change your sir.itegv now 

Remember th.il everv sei tion is impoi- 
tant. Some students loiuentr.ile on wlial 
they are good at and ignoie olliei sections. 
This is again a wrong si;ategy since qualil) ■ 
ing in each section is impi'rtant. I he idea ot 
doing a large number ol tests is not onlv to 
practice but also lo discover the mistakes 
that one makes. The tests will help you gi! 
over some typical mistakes tiial students 
make, such as errors in read ing the questu'n 
or mistaking the units mentioned Some¬ 
times, a student ticks a w rong choice i'\ en 
though the calculation is correct. Such mis¬ 
takes can lie overcome with pr.ictiic 

Take a lung term perspective 

It pays to take a long-term perspei 
live. Ihis means that the student is not 
doing things merel v to pass the lest .'Kgootl 
vocabularx wilt be used tor the rest ol one's 
life so tlie emphasis should not be on learn¬ 
ing wordlists, as some students do. Such 
cramming will certainly lesiilt in forgetting 
the words by the time the exam appro-ichcs. 
If one does a lot ol extra reading, one is 
getting prepared for the inlerxiew as w'ell, 
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One can cither join a coaching insti¬ 
tute or form an informal group lo thrash 
out doubts and form opinions about cim 
rent issues. Some students start preparing 
lor the interview only after the call is re- 
ceiveti. I his is a w rong strategy. Organise 
mock group discussions with friends to 
improve public speaking and keep abreast 
ol»iirrent issues. 

Slowix, as youi preparations gain 
nKimi'iUiim, vou will be able to sec which 
tvpe of questions can be done faster by 
vou ,ind which take time. Generally speak¬ 
ing, questions ondala siifticiency and data 
interpretation can be done fast and these 
I an he attempted first in the Quantitative 
section. In Jnglish, vou will find that ques¬ 
tions relating to vocabulary or grammar 
I an be done taster. The sections tor which 
\ ou lend to lake a longer time can be done 
at a later stage. It is only by doing a large 
number ot tests that you will discover your 
own strategy for attempting the questions. 
Svune I orn-spondence courses are available 
and uin be subscribed to tor practice. 

It vou lake <1 long-term view' of the 
test, \ ou can also identity vour w’cak areas 
and laikle them etiectively, C.etting over 
these a reas is important, beca use each sec¬ 
tion lias a weiglitage in the test. 11 you keep 
putting oil weak areas, vou w'ill never be 
able to get over them There may be a sur- 
pri'-e element in the CAT, so it is important 
to tamiliarise yourself with different pat¬ 
terns of testing. Remember that it is not 
important lo make a \ erv large number of 
attempts because that will increase the 


1 chances of mistakes and will work against 
I you. Instead, concentrate on developing 
I accuracy. If you make a habit of analysing 
I your mistakes, you will be able to over- 
I come them. 

I 

' CAT is not impossible 

j I'inally, it may be remembered that 
CAT is not an impossible target. Many 
. people do clear it with sustained practice 
I and hard work. With the number of insti¬ 
tutes in if increasing since last year, it has 
become easier to obtain a call. Most stu- 
i dents, however, make a half-hearted al- 
' tempt because they arc not able to devote 
; the time required for the preparation. It is 
. really up lo the individual to make a dis- 
. cipline for liimself. I’eople who clear fhe 
IAS or other competitive exams will tell 
, you that it was a sustained effort that paid 
off. Passing the CAT is no different. 

If you have made up your mind about 
' getting an MPA degree, your target shvuild 
be CAT and a lew other tests. Only if you 
are not able to meet the high scores n'quired 
for CAT, should vou think ot lower rated 
institutes. A regular reading of the Coiiifh’- 
. titiivi Mnsicr is going to be very helpful. 
, Regular lesb and doing the Uusini'ss GK 
will help. VVliat institutes look for is a high 
"minimum threshold level" of business 
' awareness and theroiii/icfi/ioiiAIJs/fr helps 
, you develop it. Questions from aspirants 
i are regularly answered in Question Box. 
■ Start your preparations early and give it at 
; least a jix month serious preparation. 








The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming exami- | 
nations and opportunities. Institutes should send us informa- i 
tion well in advance to be included here. Readers are advised 
to assess their own suitability and that of the institute before 
applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any course 
or institute. 1 

Computers j 

1. MCA— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks j 
and Maths in Class 12. Written test; June 22, 1998. Apply to; j 
Principal, Siddaganga Institute of Technology, Tumkur - 572103, 
Karnataka with a DD for Rs 300. 

2. M.Sc (Informatics) and MIT— Written test; June 27,1998. 

Apply to; Director, University of Delhi South Campus, Benito ! 
Juarez Road, Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi • 110 021 with a DD tor | 
Rs 120. I 

i 

Defence 

Rashtriya Military College (RIMC) Dehradun— Admissions | 
for January 1998 term. Written test; August 3-4,1998. Last date; ! 
June 27,1996. Age between 1lv^-13 years. Candidates should 
be studying in class VII or passed class VII. Apply to; Comman¬ 
dant, RIMC, Dehradun (UP) with a IPO of Rs 75. 

j 

Distance Learning 

1. B.A./M.AyBBA/BCA— Courses in different subjects and | 

streams. Last date; August 17,1998. Apply to; Director, Institute of ' 
Correspondence Education, University of Madras, Chepauk, , 
Chennai - 600 005 with a DD for Rs 70. | 

2. PGDBM (3 years)— Last date: June 19.1998. Entrance I 
Exam; June 28, 1998. Apply to' IMT Ghaziabad or MIM Study i 
Centre, B-27, Lajpat Nagar-ll, New Delhi -110 024 with a DD for i 
Rs 450. 

3. BS Engineering Technology/information Systems and ! 
Higher degree programmes— Eligibility; Employed persons with | 
about 2 years' experience. Last date: June 30, 1998. Apply to: i 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS), Piiani - 333 031 { 
with a DD for Rs 600. 

4. PG Diploma In Personnel Management (3 years)— ! 

Eligibility; Graduation. Written test: August 16,1998. Can- | 
didates with Masters degree are eligible for direct i 
admission. Last date; July 15,1998. For direct admission; | 
August 31,1998. Apply to; National Institute of Personnel I 
Management 45 Jhowtala Road, Calcutta - 700 019 with a I 
DO for Rs 220. I 


Foreign Trade 

Foreign Trade Analyst (2 years)-Eligibility; Graduation 
with 50% marks. Apply to: Indian Institute of Commerce and 
Trade. Avas Vikas Colony, Lucknow - 226 017 with a DD for 
Rs 50, 

Hotel Management 

Diploma in Hotel Management— Eligibility; Class 12 
and minimum age 18 years Selection on the basis of- an 
interview. Apply to: Monarch International College of Hotel 
Management, Off Havelock Road, Ooty - 643 001 with a DD 
for Rs 200. 

Management 

1. Bachelor of Business and Management Studlee (3 
years)— Eligibility: Class 12 followed by GD and interview. 
Last date; June 30,1998. Apply to; Admissions Co-ordinator, 
Northern Institute for Integrated Learning in Management, Sher 
Shah Suri Marg, Badarpur, New Delhi - 110 044 with a DD for 
Rs 530. The programme is not recognised under the UQC 
Act. 

2 MBA— Extension of last date. Written test will now be 
held on July 12.1998, Last date: June 22,1998. Apply to: Man¬ 
ager (P&P), Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra -136 119 with 
a DD for Rs 65. 

3. PG Diploma In Industrial Relations and Personnel 
Managements year)— Eligibility: Graduation. Apply to: National 
Labour Law Association, B-36, South Extension Part II, New 
Delhi - 110 049 with a DD tor Rs 75. 

4. MBA— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 60% marks. 
Written test: June 27,1998. Apply to: Registrar, Punjab Agricul¬ 
tural University, !.udhiana, with a DD for Rs 500. 

Miscellaneous 

M.A. in Applied Psychology/M.Sc in Environmental Bi< 
ology etc— Written test; July 9/25,1998. Apply to: Director, Uni¬ 
versity of Delhi South Campus, Benito Juarez Road, Dhaula Kuan, 
New Delhi • 110 021 with a DD for Rs 120. 

Social Work 

M.A. (Social Work>-Ellgibility; Graduation with 50% marks. 
Written test; July 12,1998. Last date; June 30,1998. Apply to; 
Manager (P&P), Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra ■ 136 119 
with a DD for Rs 50. 
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DescripOvB Questions 


Improving law and order 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to improve law and order situation in 
urban areas, specially in metros. 
Substantiate how the measures suggested 
by you woud be effective. 

Ans. With the crime gr.iph going up 
every day, the alarm bells on the law and 
order front arc ringing too loud to be 
ignored any further. In order to improve 
the law and order situation In urban areas, 
inclusive of metros, the implementation 
of following measures is immediately 
called for. 

Though the law and order scenario 
differs from State to State, it is an 
admitted fact now that the mores, means 
and methods of criminals, both hardened 
as well as white-collared, have undergone 
changes over the years. Not by pious 
pronouncements alone, but by concrete 
and comprehensive action by police and 
other agencies, can we hope to see better 
days. There ought to be a meeting of 
hearts and brains—intentions and actions 
on the part of intelligence as well as law- 
enforcing agencies at all levels of 
administration Some of the 
recommendations of the Police 
Commissions that have been consigned 
to archives, should bo retricc ed and those 
found relevant citid practical should be 
implemented. Wherever the police torce.s 
arc luider-staffcd or over-worked due to 
security perceptions oi threats to V.I.P.s, 
corrective steps should be taken. 

If the law-enforcing agencies need to 
develop a new work culture to refurbish 
their image among the people, the latter 
too will have to shake off their apathy. 
Gone are days when people used to remam 
silent spectators or critical commentators 
after the crime had been committed. Now 
the ground realities demand their active 
coordination and cooperation with the 


: police so that the perpetrators of crime ! notwithstanding the poll planks of almost 
; do not go scot-free After cveiy crime. all parties promising stability and ability 
I pitlice require the help of 'eye-witnesses' to govern and deliver the goods. It some 
; orsomevilalcliics, which only the public • right thinking feel that poll promises 
; at large can provide. The State should ; belie people's hopes, there is nothing 
: also see to i( that the cases in courts are ' cynical or pessimistic about (he comment. 

1 decided expeditiously. Tor this purpose, ' I'he writing on the wall is loo candid to 
I the entire judicial system will have to be , be brushed aside. 

! reviewed, revised and, it necessary, even : F.verytime elections are held, 

' over-hauled. i political parlies vie with one another to 

I Though censorship in a tree society ! hold oul a plethora of promises to the 
works against the free flow of information , people. Hut, once the jamhooree is over 
and transparency, in some situations some and the marriage of convenience or 

j scrutiny and curbs arc in the people's ; compulsion is solemnised the poll 

; interest. The screening of too much ot i promises are pushed to the back and a 

I violence and glorificationof crime on the ' new agenda is flountecl With the pas'age 
I visual media—both cinema and ‘ ot time the sound and fury ot promises 
: television—has to be discouraged because ' before the polls gets buried and personal 
, many a crime committed by the 'first programme.s nui agendas take the pride 

I hands'or teens have their origins in films ' ot place. Just as a chameleon changes 

I and television serials. colour according to its siirioiindings, the 

, new rulers, like strange bed-fellows, 

! Poll promises and people's hopes ! lour or opinions to suit the 

I . situation. 1 he poll promises of providing 

I Q. Some thinking persons feel that : both physical and social intrastructure to 
' poll promises belie people's hopes. In ' the people prove hollow and only the 
! the light of this concise comment, give | cacophonv of discordant sounds and 
: your views based on past experience, ' conspicuous c’ontradictions becomes loo 
current knowledge and observation. | \ ile and vicious to live with. The basic 
] Ans. Ihe experience of the List five , needs of the people, like drinking water, 
decades is less exciting and more ' health care services, compulsory primary 
. excruciating as far as the hopes of the education, a roof over each head, roads 
■ people at large are concerned. The tall ; and sanitation, employment and job 
talk ot 'socialism' and 'rule of law', that opportunities lor all and the like, remain 
I have been the buzz words of power- ; pipe dreams to be doled out again to the 
brokers and parties, tell a different talc ! gullible masses when elec tions are held 
; in the tearlul phantom of mass poverty next time. 

: and illiteracy, the widening wedge People's hopes are not only belied 

between the words and deeds, the ! but also shattered because the powers- 
! growing hiatus between the rulers and i thal-be have very little time to perform 
I the ruled. If we look around we may find but ample arena to indulge in invectives 
; a few isolated islands of progress and | and innuendos. If poll promises could 
I prosperity in the vast sea of miscy, j remove poverty and offer good 
i suffering, exploitation, inequality and, governance, there would have been no 
I above all, the nightmare of instability and need to lament over the sad state of affairs 
: insecurity staring straight in the face, ‘ that sting us in the face and shock our 


I 
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senses again and again. 

Education and examinations 

Q. If all types of examinations 
disappear from education, what would 
happen? Give three important 
consequences if such a thing happens in 
future. 

Ans. No doubt examinations have 
been a part and parcel of education but of 
late need has been felt to redefine success, 
since the scar of the examination system 
remains embedded permanently on a 
student. If in response to the inaudible 
prayers of students, or by a quirk of 
circumstances, examinations of all types 
disappear from die calendar of education 
system, the following will be the 
consequences; 

l-'irst of all, both students and parents 
will heave a sigh of relief. These days it 
is not only the students who are haunted 
by the ghost of examinations, even 
parents lose their night's sleep and 
remain on tenterhooks till the 
examinations last. With the 
disappearance of examinations from the 
curriculum, the parental pressure, as also 
the child's own expectations of himself/ 
herself to score magic marks to become 
an 'education elite' in the class, will 
become a thing of the past. The growing 
number of cases of 'nervous breakdown' 
on account of examinations will become 
negligible or even nil. 

The fear of examinations is 
apparently one of the underlying reasons 
for the high percentage of dropouts in 
schools. When this sword of damocles is 


removed from the heads, schools will no 
longer look boring, irrelevant and 
threatening. In the prevailing system that 
judges merit purely by performance in 
examinations, the tremendous parental 
and peer pressure to excel at these tests— 
by suffering a heavy burden of homework, 
tuitions and coaching classes—will be 
buried. Mass copying and use of violence 
in examinations, will no longer remain a 
tempting option for those who are 
determined to procure their degrees by 
all means, fair or foul. 

The biggesi consequence will be 
experienced at the time of admission to 
professional institutions, where tests only 
determine the merit of a student. When 
there are no examinations, how are we 
going to decide the criteria for entry into 
professional colleges and other 
institutions of higher learning. Certainly 
such admission cannot be done by 
spinning a coin, or by resorting to a 
lottery system. Such a remedy will be 
worse than the descase and the confusion 
will be further confounded and 
complicated on this front. 

Living and eating 

Q. The proverb 'we eat to live and 
not live to eat' seems quite incompatible 
with the compulsions of consumerist 
culture sweeping across the globe. 
Substantiate the statement or 
observation with your views based on 
knowledge, experience and reading. 

Ans. Though man by nature is a 
social animal, his perceptions and actions 
do not necessarily remain consistent and 


constant all the time. The consumerist 
culture that has become an all-pervasive 
cult, has rightly put a question mark on 
many a value and virtue, the most 
prominent of which is the veracity and 
validity of the proverb in the midst of 
the mind-boggling craze for sensuous 
pleasures for a price. 

Soaked in the glitter of spectacular 
successes, fast food, gyrating pop music 
and dances, chasing dreams and 
fantasies, both the paradigms and 
parameters of life and its pursuits have 
dramatically changed. With materialism 
setting the agenda, and market forces 
aided and abetted by high-tech 
advertising, our tastes and trends are 
getled tuned to new turn.s and twists, 
liarlier, living with a purpose was our 
primary concern and eating a secondary 
proposition. But, now the apple-cart of 
our proclivities and preferences has 
been upset and for most of us nothing 
matters as urgent and ubiquitous as 
'eating, drinking and making merry', 
while other conc erns and considerations 
take a back seal. Tlie consumerist 
culture has become such a force that its 
sinister sweep can be seen and felt 
across countries and continents alike. 
The emphasis now has shifted from 
'eating to live’ to ‘living to cat' because 
the wisdom of the proverb is being 
questioned in the light ot present- day 
(iemands, like . instant tin ill and 
gratification of senses at all costs. The 
larger Issues ot life aie getting side¬ 
lined at the Iv.nds ol those who have 
come to grab material means to scott at 
the rekvance of the proverb 
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ARGUMENTATION 


BANK P.OyRBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic ProUems 


Reservation 

Q. It is said that caste-based 
reservation of jobs and of seats in 
educational institutions divided society 
perpetually and goes against merit. Do 
you agree? Give reasons. 

Ans. The caste st/steni in India is a 
predominant feature of the social structure 
in India. In its mostj^cneral but fundamental 
aspects the caste system is an ascriplivc 
system of status and hierarchy. It is knoiim 
for controlling and defining all social, 
economic and political relationships for the 
individual. There have been various 
arguments about caste- based resenmtions, 
both For and Against. 

Arguments Against the Reservation Policy 

Anti-reservationists argue that 
reservations must be on the basis of 
economic conditions and not on caste 
basis. Some experts have pointed out that 
reservation itself has become a principal 
instrument of discrimination. 

(1) Reservations create a vested 
interest in perpetuating backwardness; it 
becomes a convenient tag whereby more 
and more sections of the community try 
to corner concessions available. 

(2) The benefits do not percolate down 
to the broad masses of SC7ST people and 
other backward communities. Therefore, 
oi\ly a tiny elite is created. This elite creates 
a gap between it and the less fortunate 
sections of its own community, and apes 
the manners and life styles of the forward 
communities of the process referred to by 
sociologists as 'Sanskritisation'. 

f3) In the very nature of things, 
reservations cannot perpetuate in 
perpetuity. The whole rationale of 
reser\'alioi« is that over a period of time, 
the backward communities should be 
given an opportunity to come up at par 
with their more advanced brethren. 

(4) Under a system of reservations, 
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I injustice is caused to many meritorious 
I candiaates, whose only disqualification is 
j that they belong to forward communities. 

I Many people have begun questioning 

I the appropriateness of the very idea of 
' reservation. They argue that the policy of 
: reservation hardly helps in solving the real 
j problem of the backward classes, 
i Arguments For Reservation Policy 

(1) The pro-reservationists argue that 
; the superiority of the Brahmins and the 
1 other upper castes and the low social 
j ranking of the backward castes and the 
I Shudras are ideas rooted in the Hindu 
j scriptures. They feel that members of the 
I backward castes should be compensated 
i for their age-old social handicap by giving 
I them better representation, better 

opportunities and better facilities. 

(2) They also say that the reservation 
policy as a whole is meant to fulfil a larger 
social purpose than merely to benefit a 
few individuals. The larger purpose is to 

I elevate individuals from historically 
I disadvantaged and exploited com- 
I munities to levels of high visibility whe.re 
! they serve as symbols of hope and of a 
new order. 

(.3) They refute the criticism of anti- 
I reservntionists on the nomenclature of 
! 'castes' and 'classes' and claim that 
j backwa rd castes are also backward classes. 
; The Mandal Commission has pointed out 
I that there is a close correspondence 
I between the caste hierarchy and class 
I hierarchy, fhe pro-reservationists also 
I allege that 80 per cent of the government 
I jobs are in the hands of upper castes who 
! constitute only 25 per cent of the 
I population in India, 
j (4) The pro-reservationists argue that 
to run the administration efficiently, one 
doesn't need to be a genius; common 
intelligence is sufficient if it is coupled 
witli a high degree of honesty and capacity 


to take decisions. A,ccording to them, merit 
of an individual is a product of the socio¬ 
economic conditions of one's family. The 
socio-economic conditions of the 
backward castes have not improved. 
Therefore, they are entitled to reservation. 
Reservation doesn't lead to any decline in 
administrative efficiency. On the other 
hand, it also integrates the political and 
social systems and ensures social equality. 
It strengthens the faith of the backward 
classes in the political system. This 
promotes national integration. 

It has been said that no one would 
grudge certain reservations on the basis 
of economic factors, whereby 
automatically many of the backward 
castes and communities would be helped. 
But to say that merit is virtually irrelevant 
and that recruitment, promotions and 
higher education facilities will be available 
'on the basis of three thousand and odd 
castes is strange. If reservation has to be 
maintained then there could be certain 
modifications in the scheme eg., 
reservation could be limited to one 
generation in a household; only one 
membci of the family be allowed to avail 
of them; households with earnings above 
a certain level be excluded from the 
scheme or reservations should apply only 
to entry and not to promotions. Only caste- 
based reservations more often than not 
create divisions in society and to a large 
extent go against merit. 

Q. Write short notes on: (a) Theory 
of Demographic Transition and (b) Black 
money. 

Theory of Demographic Transition 

The Theory of Demographic 
Transition postulates a three-stage 
sequence of birth and death rate as 
associated with economic development. 
The three stages are: 
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First stage: According to this tfieory, 
death rates are high in tire first stage of an 
agrarian economy on account of poor 
diets, primitive sanitation and absence of 
effective medical aid. Birth rates are also 
high in this stage as a consequence of 
widespread prevalence of illiteracy, 
absence of knowledge about family 
planning techniques, early age of marriage 
and, as a consequence of deep-rooted 
social beliefs and customs about the size 
of the family, attitude towards children 
etc. Also, in a primitive society, there are 
economic advantages of a large family 
size. In such a society, the actual rate of 
growtlr of population is not high since high 
birth rate is balanced by high death rate. 
It is a stage of high growth potential but 
of low actual growth. 

Second stage: Rise in income levels 
enables the people to improve their diet. 
Economic development also brings an all¬ 
round improvement including the 
improvement in transport which makes 
the supply of food regular. All these factors 
tend to reduce death rate. Therefore, in 
the second stage, birth rate remains high 
but death rate begins to decline rapidly. 
This accelerates the growth of population. 
High growth potential of the first stage is 
realized in the high actual growth in the 
second stage as a consequence of decline 
in death rate. Higli birth rate and falling 
death rate contribute to the growth of the 
average size of the family in the second 
stage. 

Third stage: Economic development 
further changes the character of the 
economy from an agrarian to a partially 
industrialized one. With growth of 
industrialization, population tends to shift 
away from rural areas towards industrial 
and commercial centres. Growth of urban 
population, with the development of 
economic roles for women, also increases 
economic ability that can better be 
achieved with small families, and tends 
to decrease the economic advantage of a 
large family. The consciousness to 
maintain reasonable standard of living 
tends to reduce the size of family in an 
industrialized economy. Since the death 
rate is already low, this is possible only if 
the birth rate falls. Thus, the characteristics 
of the third stage are low birth rate, low 


death rate, small family size and low 
growth rate of population. This is the stage 
of incipient decline of population. 

These three stages of demographic 
transition reveal the transformation of a 
primitive high birth and high death rate 
economy into a low birth and low death 
rate economy. When an economy shifts 
from the first stage to the second stage of 
demographic transition, an imbalance is 
created in the economy as a result of falling 
death rate but relatively stable birth rate. 

Death rates can be controlled more 
easily because the measures to reduce 
death rate are exogenous in nature and 
hence readily acceptable to the people 
However, the reduction of birth rates can 
be brought about by endogenous factors 
like change of altitudes, customs, beliefs 
and dogmas. This requires a much longer 
time than the fall of death rate. Birth rate 
tends to fall after a time lag. The second 
stage of demographic transition has been, 
therefore, known as the stage of 
population explosion. This stage is the 
most hazardous period for a developing 
economy. In fact, the decline in death rate 
in the second stage, therefore, creates an 
imbalance which requires a period of 
transition for adjustment. Thus, the theory 
is termed as the theory of demographic 
transition. During the period of transition 
the demographic factors get out of 
harmony. A new arrangement of 
demographic forces is then brought about 
which changes tlae character of society- 
birth and death rates become balanced at 
a lower level as a result of which growth 
rate of population also declines. 

Black Money 

The parallel economy refers to the 
functioning of an unsanctioned sector in 
the economy whose objectives run parallel 
; to, or in contradiction with the declared 
I social objectives. This 'Black Economy' is 
i said to have taken birth during the second 
I world war. 

Black Income can arise from both 
'reportable' and 'unreportable' sources. 
Unreportable Black Income is called so 
because the manner in which it is 
generated is illegal c.g. income from crime, 
bribery, black marketing, wealth 
(jewellery, business assets, foreign 


currency, real estate—especially benmi 
transactions). Reportable Black Income is 
generated through legitimate activities or 
transactions but is suppressed and not 
reported to the tax authorities so as to 
evade taxes that will be levied on it. We 
must remember that black income activity 
not only generates black income but also 
results in black consumption and black 
saving. Black saving when accumulated 
leads to Black Wealth, Unreported or 
under-reported white wealth also forms 
a part of black wealth. 'Black Money', per 
si’, is a part of black wealth—that part 
which is held in the form of money 
(currency or demand deposits in banks). 

The sources of black money are; 

(A) Evasion of Income Tax—This 
could mean both personal income tax 
and corporation income tax. Income tax 
can be evaded bv the following ways: 
(/) suppressing true income (ii) mani¬ 
pulating business expenditures and 
profit*. \iii) misuse of fax exemptions 
and deductions. 

(B) Evasion of Excise Duties (EDs)— 
Excise duties are duties or taxes on the 
domestic manufacture of commodities. 
These arc divided between Union excise 
duties and State excise duties. For the 
Central government tax revenues alone. 
Union EDs are the second most important 
source of revenue, next only to customs 
duties. The most common methods of 
excise duly evasion are: 

(i) suppression of production (ii) 
undervaluation (Hi) inisclassification of 
! goods. 

(C) Ex'asion of Customs Dut'es—The 
methods here >ire broadly the same as 

I those for excise duties. Customs duties 
are duties (taxes) on the flow of goods 
1 traded—both imports and exports of a 
! country Customs duties are levied and 
i collected by the Central government. 

Methods of evasion are: (/) under- 
I valuation and (ii) misdeclaration of goods. 

■ (D) Trade controls and foreign 

1 exchange leakages—Excessive Import and 
; Export Controk also led to several kinds 
I of illegal activities. 

I (E) Smuggling, which refers to the 
; illegal import or export of goods. All 
I factors that are responsible for the growth 
; of black income activities in the economy 
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also encourage the increased smuggling 
of goods in India by creating a demand 
for smuggled goods. 

(!■) IVici' and Distribution Controls 
also lead to black marketing operations, j 

(('.) Industrial licensing—Hxccssive 
licensing over the years had put up 
barriers to the entry of fri'sh capital and 
enterprise 

(H) Other sources are urban real 
estate, leakages from public expenditure 
and property, bribes. 

Black Money in India has been 
estimated at about 49.5 per cent cf GDP or 
approximately Rs 100,000 crores. It has 
been said that reasons for the prevalence 
of black income could be political 
corruption, corrupt business practices, 
deficiencies of the lax system, quotas, 
controls and licenses, generation of black 
income in the public sector. A serious 
repercussion of the existence of black 
money is that it leads to unequal 
distribution of income and wealth in the 
economy. There have been various 
measures to fight black money but 
defective planning and execution of the ' 
measures as well as excessive delay in the 
adoption ol the follow up measures arc 
responsible lor the ineffectiveness of these 
measures. 

The root causes of black money 
should be sought in the rampant 
corruption in our society. Corruption finds 
its roots in all sections ol our economy— 
be it economy, politics, business or even 
the entire value system of our society. 

Agricultural Credit 

Q. Discuss the statement that lack 
of adequate and timely credit is the most 
important impediment in the way of 
further development of agriculture in 
India. 

Ans. (fne ol the lactors of low 
productivity in agriculture has been 
inadequate non-farm services such as 
provision ol tinance and marketing. Very 
often farmeis have had to depend upon 
the village monc) -leader and had to pay 
rates of interest so high that once a farmer 
had bormwed, he was bound to lose his 
land and become a landless labourer. 
Other sources of finance such as the 
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cooperative or the government have 
existed but they've been insignificant. 

Moreover there has been a decline in 
private investment over the years and this 
leads to further problems as far as 
availability of credit is concerned. 

Credit requirements of farmers can 
be divided into two types—productive 
and unproductive loans. The former 
include loans to buy seeds, fertilisers, 
implements etc to pay taxes to the 
government and to make permanent 
improvements on land, such as digging 
and deepening of wells, fencing of land 
etc. All these forms of credit help the 
farmers in their agricultural operations or 
in improving their land. Sometimes, 
farmers could also borrow for 
unproductive purposes such as for 
celebration of marriages, births and 
deaths, for litigation etc. 

Broadly, there are two sources of 
credit available—institutional and private. 
Non-Institutional sources (Private) include 
money-lenders, traders and commission 
agents, relatives and landlords 
Institutional sources consist of the 
government and cooperatives, commercial 
banks including the Regional Rural Banks 
i (RRBs). 

I Institutional sources gain importance 
j because of the weakness or inadequacy of 
! pnvate agencies to supply credit to farmeis. 

I’nvate credit is defective because: it is 
! based on profit motive and, therefore, is 
i exploitative; it is very expensive and is not 
i related to the productivity of land; it does 
I not flow into most desirable channels and 
; to most needy persons. Also, private credit 
! is not available for making agricultural 
j improvements and much of the necessary 
; improvements are not undertaken as funds 
' am not available for long periods at low 
; rates of interest. Moreover, it is not properly 
! integrated with the agriculturists' other 
' needs. 

I Inadequate credit impedes the growth 
I of agriculture. In fact, in India all changes 
j and improvements in the last 30 years in 
I the field of rural credit have failed to make 
! a dent on poverty and provide adequate 
credit to improve the economic condition 
for the bottom 70 per cent of our rural 
i population. The many new institutions 
i created by the govenunent and the vastly 


extended facilities of rural finance 
provided by these institutions have 
generally been appropriated by the 30 per 
cent of middle and affluent farmers in the 
country. Even those credit facilities 
exclusively created for marginal and small 
farmers and for economically backward 
classes get misappropriated by more 
affluent farmers fflrough collusion with 
government officials and politicians. 

Very little is done for the weakest of 
the weak rural population consisting of 
bonded labourers, landless agricultural 
labourers, tribals, scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes etc. These people, about 
25 to 30 per cent of the total rural 
population, continue to be cruelly 
exploited by the high caste money-lenders 
and landlords. 

Sadly enough, the little financial aid 
that is extended by the commercial banks, 
co-operative banks and societies, the 
Regional Rural Banks etc to the weaker 
sections has only propaganda value and 
has not touched even the fringe of the 
problem of credit of the bottom 70 per cent 
of the rural population. Besides, the credit 
offered by these institutions to the small 
., and marginal farmers and other weaker 
sections, does not reach the beneficiaries— 
a good part is misappropriated by corrupt 
bank officials and politicians. 

We must understand that the bask 
need of the Indian farmers is cheap credit 
which should be available in adequate 
quality and at the right time. A large 
percentage of farmers do not get f ny credit 
from co-operatives—those who do get 
credit from the co-operatives, do not get it 
to meet all their requirements. As a result, 
the production process suffers and small 
and marginal farmers approach money 
lenders who charge exorbitant rates of 
interest and who ultimately grab the lands 
mortgaged to them. A basic defect of rural 
credit in india is the non-avaiiability of 
credit in right amounts at the right time 
and at reasonable rates of interest. Absence 
of cheap and timely credit leads to rural 
indebtedness and bonded labour and an 
ultimate negative effect on agricultural 
growth. It has been suggested that to help 
farmers, rural credit should be given in 
kind also, rather than just cash—fflat is, in 
the form of seeds, fertilisers, pesticides etc. 
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Model Paragraphs 


"Heaven is blessed with perfect rest | 
but the blessing of earth is toil." 

/Life is a struggle and the fruit of all ^ 
struggle is sweet success. Though, at 
eyery step there are pitfalls, human 
mind knows how to combat and control 
Us visible as well as invisible enemies. 

In the Kingdom of God, if there is boom 
and boon of bliss that ail religions and 
scriptures talk about, the earth too is 
blessed by the same God with immense 
.wealth, both known and unknown. 
Human beings have to gird their loins 
to sow the seeds. Work hard, 
notwithstanding the vagaries ot nature, 
and live in a state of suspense till 
success falls into their lap. Quite often, 
the tearful toil under very hostile 
conditions does not bear fruit and many 
a mournful face reflects the devastating 
despair that disturbs the psyche imside. 
Man's fate to toil under sun and rain is 
pre-ordained and it is only tlwough 
relentless labour that he or she changes 
and chisels the rough and tough course 
of life. If heaven symbolises rest, earth 
stands for rigorous routine of tortuous 
toil. 

"An optimist sees the rose, a 
pessimist the thorn." 

Human beings, as social animals, 
make a strange spectrum. If some of 
them look at life as rosy and robust, 
others may treat it as a burden of 
intolerable irritation. The cheerful 
spirit prefers to go in for those aspects 
of social milieu as are fulsome and 
fragrant like, the rose. As optimists 
they only find the glass half full of 
water, as meaningful and trust¬ 
worthy. The pessimist, bitten by the 
bug of distrust and defeatist 
mentality, is prone to find the thorn as 


the only reality of life. His eyes prefer 
to see such things as appeal to his 
melancholy sensibilities. The half- 
empty glass is the only fact that 
moves him into the pot-holes of 
criticism, bordering on cynicism. The 
citadel of progress, both personal as 
well as social, rests on positive and 
constructive attitude towards all that 
happens around. There is no room for 
fear or failure for those who catch an 
opportunity like some raw material 
and transform it into something 
artistic, creative and hopeful. 
Ambitions and aspirations draw their 
support and sustenance from the 
fragrance of the rose that the optimist, 
by nature and temperament, lives 
upon. 

"There is more in life than 
increasing its speed." 

—Mahatma Gandhi 
Working under the pressure of 
competition for success, we have 
become more like machines than 
human entities with distinctive marks 
of personality and character formation. 
Lost in the game of chasing dreams 
and making maniac moves to reach the 
goal, we have lost the thrill to stand 
and stare the beauty around. The 
athlete on the track, the player on the 
ground, the business magnate on the 
aeroplane—in short each one of us—is 
hell-ben‘ to increase the speed to be 
the first to pass the goal post. Just as 
we do not live to eat only, similarly, 
the supreme symbol of a person's 
success does not lie in acquiring or 
increasing the speed but in harnessing 
the latent faculties for purposes other 
than physical gratification and 
sensuous sensationalism. Running 
against time may bring excitement and 


! exuberance for a while, but the price 
! that one has to pay in terms of tension, 
trauma, nervous break-down and the 
I like is too high. The significance pf 
I living a full and fruitful life lies in 
' exercising control over fake and futile 
i racing. 

I 

j "Cynicism is humour in ill-health." 

I —H.G. Wells 

j Criticism with comprehension and 

■ cynicism with censure denote the two 
i states of mind which, in turn, 

j delineates whether the mind is sound 
' and stable or is perverse and 
j prejudiced. Cynicism, by its very 
i nature and nuance, pours out venous 
1 words or perverted interpretations of 
others' thoughts .md deeds, little 
Icnowing or realising that such an 
I outburst is nothing short of humour 
' born out of mental ill-health. The cvnic 
; fails to see the normal and straight 
I course of events that happen in life 
j and as a slave of habit or malignant 
I humoui believes that people do not do 
: things for good, sincere or noble 
I reasons, but only for their own 
! advantage. Cynicism rules out any 
i service done to otliers for selfless 
' motives, nor does it admit the elemert 
; of mercy or charity that people practise 
: to sweeten the sour cup of life that life 
I holds out to most of us. Even the 'so 

■ called humour' of a cynic reveals more 
of his morbid mind and less of an 

I earnest effort to spread smiles or 
I laughter around. Since cynicism is the 
i manifestation of an ailing mind that 
I sees nothing but selfishness all- 
pervasive, there is every likelihood of 
such an infection affecting a few 
others, as a result of which the social 
stream may get more polluted and 
become more pungent. 
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Cliche is a French word which means 
stereotype. In German, it means clump, 
claylike mass. Today, it implies an 
expression or idea that has become trite, 
banal or "tired." 

"They know they are in the presence 
of a man who gets down to brass tacks, 
hits the nail on the head, that doesn't beat 
around the bush, a man who means 
business, who is fully aware that although 
we have entered the atomic age, we have 
not yet relinquished the faith of our 
fathers, and who believes that although 
we cannot rest upon our laurels, we must 
not rush in where angels fear to tread Such 
a speaker is a man after our own hearts. 
He has liis feet on the ground. He knows 
the score." These are cliches. 

Iiite words and expressions get that 
way through overuse. Once they were 
novel. I.veryone llien wanted to use them. 
With extended use the novelty wore off. 
Now only lazy or imimaginalive writers 
reach for them. 

The following list, by no means 
exhaustive, presents some of the most 
common cliches—some of the most 
tiresome words and expressions you could 
choose for your writing, 
a pretty penny 
add insult to injury 
alter all is said tind done 
all things being equal 
all work and no play 
almighty dollar 
beat a hasty retreat 
better left unsaid 
bitter end 

bright and shining faces 
burn tke midnight oil 
• by leaps and bounds 
ciJI a spade a spade 
cold as ice 

conspicuous by his absence 
cut down in his prime 


Dame Fortune 
each and every 
easier said than done 
face it 
fair sex 

festive occasion 

few and far between 

fo(xl for thought 

for all intents and purposes 

foregone conclusion 

gala occasion 

goes without saying 

good as gold 

hale and hearty 

heated argument 

hectic weekend 

high on the hog 

hungry as a bear 

last but not least 

let's face it 

method in his madness 
miraculous escape 
Mother Nature 
needless to say 
nippt*d in the bud 
order out of chaos 
on the ball 
on the beam 
other things being equal 
quick as a flash 
ripe old age 
see the light of day 
skeleton in lire closet 
superhuman effort 
supn’me sacrifice 
sweat of his brow 
this day and age 
through thick and thm 
thmw caution to the winds 
too funny for words 
untimely death 
untiring efforts 
weaker sex 

without rhyme or reason 
words cannot express 


While "new cliche" may sound like a 
contradiction and "old clidw " may sound 
redundant, it is true that some words and 
expn.’ssions, now badly worn, only lately 
entered the language mainstream. Among 
them an* these from hippie, hip, bubblegum- 
chewing and Watergate sources: 
at this point in time 
bag 

bummer 

busted 

dig 

do his own thing 
do your own tiling 
far but 
tor openers 
fun idea 

get it all together 

gel it on 

has this thing 

into (mediating, etc.) 

is he for real? 

let it all hang out 

meaningful relationship 

nitty gritty 

no way 

not all that (different, etc.) 

out of sight 

rap 

right on 
split 

the bottom line 
the name of the game 
the 'A'hole bit 
burn on 
uptight 

who's coimting? 
would you believe? 
you better believe it 
you've got to be kidding 
Writing well you will want to avoid 
these tiresome and even embarrassing 
words and phrases and look for fresh ways 
to express yourself. You will not be able to 
avoid them altogether, though. 
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My father was a 1st class gazetted 
officer. Will I be eligible to get an OBC 

certificate? anr » Tr' 

—T.P. Singh, Shillong 

Before you spend iCip 1;\., 

your energies in this I 

direction, ask yourself why you need i 
such a certificate. Apparently, you must ! 
be economically well-off as your father ' 
was in a high post. Secondly, this ' 
certificate would help you only for a ! 
government job. These days, the world \ 
has moved forward and if you are j 
intelligent and hard-working, you can : 
get a lucrative job in computers, ! 
management or even go abroad, lor ! 
these, t)BC certificates are meaningless. | 
Ultimaltly, it is ability and not caste, that 
will be counted. However, if you want 
to work in the government sector you 
may apply for such a certificate and 
obtain it. 

I want to make a world record. Can 
you give me the address of the Guinness 
Book of World Records and the Limca I 
Book of Records? 

—K Ramesh, Solan (Tamil Nadut ! 

We all want to make world records, ; 
but are we ready to put in the time and . 
effort to become the best in the world? ! 
The first step is to buy these books and ' 
read tor yourself the criteria laid down . 
before writing to them to recognise 
your teat. The address tor , 
correspondence is also given in these 
books. Make sure that you have the ' 
ability to set a record, then write to , 
them. The address of the Limca Book i 
of Records is: .^08 Manjusha, 57, Nehru | 
Place, New Delhi - 110 019. 

Docs the legendary snowman I 
actually exist? 

- Soma Karmakar, Bagdogra (W.BJ 

Many mountaineering expeditions to 
the Himalayas have mported encounters 
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with a strange animal. Called Yeti, it is ; 
supposed to be half man, half ape and i 
inhabits tire inaccessible regions of the i 
Himalayas. Though there are many stories j 
about it, there has been no photograph or | 
any pmof about its existence. Hence, there | 
are doubts that the Yeti actually exists. It | 
is possible that the expeditions \ 
encountered some other animals and got i 
so frightened so as to create an imaginary j 
animal. Or that the Yeti is so clever that it . 
escapes detection, liither way, till some ■ 
proof is found, we can only speculate ' 
about its existence. 

Which institute awards the Nobel ! 

•4 

Prizes? i 

—Pankdj Baiaj, Curgaon (Harifaiui) . 

The Nobel Prizes arc annual awards ^ 
given to individuals or institutions , 
judged to confer "the greatest benefit ; 
on mankind". The award of the peace | 
prize is made by a committee of five | 
elected by the Norwegian Parliament, j 
The other priz.es are awarded by the ' 
appropriate learned bodies in Sweden; ; 
the Royal Academy of Science, the ^ 
Caroline Institute and the Swedish , 
Academy of Literature. The prize money : 
comes from the foundation set up by 
Alfred Nobel. 

It has been seen that while prices ; 
of all commodities and manufactured ! 
goods has been going up consistently, j 
the government figures claim that | 
inflation is at a record low. How is this 
possible? 

--M. Anjan Kumar, Vijayawada (A.P) ! 

The inflation rate is calculated on a ; 
basket of commodities. The fluctuations i 


in price of these gtxids constitute the 
inflation rate. While some prices may 
go up considerably, 
ir./'' others may be static. 

' JLAlKV.i When these are 
averaged out, the 
inflation rate may appear less than if one 
compared price increases of individual 
commodities. However, you do have a 
relevant point that actual inflation rate is 
more than the published figures. -The 
official figures have been questioned in the 
past and there are serious doubts about 
the data collection and analysis machinery 
of the government of India. Some ol the 
figures put out (such as only I9"u people 
below the poverty line) appear to be wrong 
and politically doctored. It would not be 
surprising if the mtlation rate too is 
manipulated. 

Can i speak English fluently by 
reading newspapers and books? 

- Moiidiir Ghosh, Howrah (IV. ft ) 
Reading will develop vocabiilaiy and 
usage skills. Conversing requires practice 
and listening. In addition to reading, you 
should start listening to news broadcasts 
on the radio or television. Make a 
conscious effort to speak like the 
announcers. Also practice speaking 
English w'ilh family and friends Constant 
practice will help you speak English 
lluontly 

1 want to do MBA and though 1 have 
the confidence to pass the entrance test, 
1 am not able to express myself. Nor do I 
have any extra qualifications or 
achievements. Please advise me how 1 can 
make myself fit for the course. 

—Kapil Verma, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 
Your problem ls not unique, but quite 
common, because our schools and colleges 
do not adequately train students to express 
themselves. But it can be overcome by your 
efforts. First, get rid of the inferiority 




complex about your extra qualifications or j 
achievements. Most students are on the | 
same level. Second, you should start 
arguing and debating current topics with I 
your parents and friends. Start an informal i 
group or join a coaching centre. Ihe more I 
you debate, the more your fear will be | 
overcome. Read some books on public¬ 
speaking. With time and practice, you will 
find yourself getting better and will face 
any group discussion or interview with 
confidence. | 

Why is the office of the Defence ! 
Ministry of USA called the Pentagon? 

—Aniirnx B/mft, New Delhi j 
The name Pentagon of the Defence ! 
Department in USA comes from the 
j shape of its office building. Built in 
■ 1^41-43, it is the largest office building 
j :n the world. It consists of five 
I concentric pentagons covering a total 
: area of 34 acres. The five-sided building 
! gives the name to the Defence 
I Department of USA. 

When was NASA established? 

—Satindcr Ne>(i, Jliansi (UP) 
The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NAS.\) is the US 
government agency responsible for space 
, exploration. It was founded by President 
Uisenhower in 1958 as successor to the 
National Advisory Committee for 
; Aeronautics fNACA). Its headquarters are 
in Washington. 

! I am a graduate, doing a computer 
coui'se. My problem is that I do not have 
a particular aim. What can 1 do for a good 
; career? 

—Suilesliiin Choiidhun/, CiUnitie 
It IS possible that you did not have an 
I aim and drifted into a computer course. 
Hut since you are already doing it, your 
choice of career is already made up. We 
suggest that you do not waste time in 
, thinking about other things but finish your 
I course and look for a job in the area that 
! you are best qualified in. You have already 
j done your graduation and you will be 
; wasting time in studying for another 
I course. 

I What are the career opportunities 


available after doing Fine Arts? 

— A. Siirenh Balm, Hyderabad 
As such, there is little scope for a 
person who does BA in Fine Arts. The 
idea is to branch out and learn the 
modern aspects of commercial art, 
including designing or computers. A 
number of arts colleges offer such 
training as also the National Institute 
of Design. Once you are on the forefront 
of modern techniques, you have a 
number of career opportunities in front 
of you and also the chance of earning 
good money. Our suggestion is to 
upgrade your skills and try for the best, 
so that you can use your talent 
profitably. 

j 

i What is stagflation? 

I — M.D. Nacjvi, Barrackpore (WB.) 

i Stagflation is a period of time when 
inflation and unemployment are 
simultaneously rising. It was earlier 
thought that such a situation was 
I impossible—the Phillips curve showed 
j that as inflation goes up, unemployment 
I would come down. During the 1970s, 
i however, this was proved wrong, 
i liconomisls have re-assessed the Phillips 
: curve and found that stagflation could 
' exit. 


QUESTION BOX 


is advisable to do this course. 

— Rihi Malik, New Delhi 
Whether a course is advisable or 
not depends on the individual. Since- 
you already seem to have decided on 
I it, perhaps you have already made up 
I your mind, tienerally speaking, it is a 
! comparatively new course and has not 
j established itself yet. You will 
probably be able to get a junior 
executive's job after completing it. To 
get into senior management, you need 
i to do MBA from a good institute, 
j Depending on your objectives and 
! family circumstances, you can decide 
i to do BBA or MBA later on. 

I 

I I am doing M.Sc. (Physics). What 
I kind of jobs can I gel, except teaching? 

1 —M V.K.M. Lakslinii, Vizag. 

I There are three choices open in 
I front of you: a) research, b) job in a 
j scientific institution or r) computers. 

I Depending on your bent of mind, you 
j can chodse any of the three. Finding 
I jobs may be difficult but not 
! impossible. For research, join a 
j laboratory or a company. The third 
I choice is to do a programming 
language and become a computer 
i programmer. 


I I am good in English and want to 
; clear the lOEFl. Please give me 
; information about it. 

— Bbawan Chandra Phall, Rnorkee (LIP) 
TOEIT. is held several limes an 
year. You can take the tests in Now 
. Delhi, where there are three centres. 

; Its scores are required for purpose*' ol 
' admission by more than 2,400 collegt s 
! and universities in USA and Canada. 

It consists of three sections- a) listening 
I comprehension, l») structure and 
written expression, and c) Reading 
; Comprehension The test is not very 
: difficult, especially if you say that you 
■ arc good in English. However, to be 
sure, you can obtain some st udy 
j materials or books and practice from 
them. The TOEFL registration fee is US 
$60. 

I have done my class 12 and want to 
do my BBA. Please guide me whether it 


I am doing class 12 with science. 
How can I become a journalist? 

- Soniiuifh Pal, Midnapore (W.B.) 

Ti> become a journalist, you have to 
do a course in journalism or mass 
c(<mmimications. A number of 
universities offer such courses. D.'velop 
a knack of writing and do a course. Witli 
your background of .science, you may 
become the snence correspondent of a 
newspaper, since there is a shortage of 
people who can write well on science 
issues. 
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1, afer|ic|4te: (a) dany. 

intervene 

00 eondude. ^ 

2,.1nii 0^'(«} opportunity 
f(i)MoinpeHtion (c) selection 
stronghold, ' 

c^GKKis: (a) modoete 
(hHjppiilsive (c) suggestive 
^(ifdiingerous. 

4. dkcy; {a) nervous 
0^ modest (ilijaitl^y (d) confi- 
'd«t. 

5. emssintlnte: («) ideaicen 
(it) strengthen (e) hasten 
(4) interfere. ' 

6. floanderrfa) foil (fa) suc¬ 
ceed (c) shirk (4) shout. 

7. glutfs) scarcity (fa) iden¬ 
tity (c) suiplus (4) import. 

8. hitch-hike: (a) walk 
slow (fa) speak loud (c) run fast 
(4) travel free. 

9. innocuous: (o) opti¬ 
mistic (fa) harmless (c) bitter (4) 
thoughtful 

.10. jinx (n): (s) blessing 
(fa)'admiration (c) curse (4) ro- . 
tatioifi. 

ANSWERS 

1. abnegate: (ii) deny 
oneself, nnounre 

—Quite early in life the 
prince decided to abnegaU' the 
luxuries of life .ind left the 
palace tor gf«td. 

2. bastion: (d) stronghold, ‘ 
fort 

—No political party can 
claim any region as its exclu.sive 
bastion of political mtiuence. 

1. capricious: (fa) impulsive, 
unpredictable. 


^1. k*sJ: (s) fall down 
(fa)4o up^look at (4) drop in. 

. A% Ittlwwaim: (a) jealous 
. (#)^ffiendly (c) indifferent 
/ (4) craay. 

f 13. meteorici (a) steep 
. (fa) average (c) narrowed) sud- > 
den, - 

I denonpaw ii; («) senseless 
(fa) matchless (c) worthless 
(4) endless^ 

15. pell-iRcIl: (e) madly 
(fa) sensibly (c) wrongly 
(4) currently. 

16. ruckus: (a) agreement 
(fa) discussion (c) rehearsal 
(4) uproar. 

17. saiggn;(fl) laugh (b)weep 
(c) mourn (4) motivate 

18. tifh (a) quartvl (fa) inter¬ 
vention (c) interval (4) judge¬ 
ment. 

19. wallopt (a) appreciate 
(fa) thrash'icj discourage (4) ac¬ 
complish. 

20. yap: (a) behave 
properly (fa) finish timely (c) settle 
amicably (4) talk noisily. 

—In politics, such persons 
as are capricious in speech and 
conduct, seldom make 
successful le.iders. i 

4. dicey: (i) risky, 7 
dangerous 

—Continuous.' g for manv 
^^^j»ys made driving a bit dicey on 
the highway. / 

5. emasculate: (a) weaken,-^ 
deprive of strength. 

—By his short-sighted 
vision, he emasculated gover¬ 
nance and willy-nilly created a 
north-south division in his own 


party. 13. meteoric: (4) sudden. 

6i flounder: (a) fail, move / —His meteoric rise on the 

Kailnlacals/ v\r (vewiwavn Ujxu 


helplessly or clumsily. '' 

—Despite stringent laws, 
enforcement of prohibition 
floundered in Haryana, mainly 
due to a sloppy (careless) 
administration. 

7. glut: (c) surplus, excess 
—A glut of foreign-made 
consumer goods in Indian 
markets will surely hit the 
prospects of home industry. 
i 8. hitch-hike: (4) travel 
free. 

—The Scot-turned Indian 
writer, who had hi I ch-hiked to 
India in 1950, has made India iiis 
permanent home novi 

9. innocuous: (fa) 
harmless, in offensive. 

—Abandoned vehicles tind 
unclaimed luggage, though 
innocuous, can cause wide 
spread panic among people in 
the wake of several bomb 
blasts. / 

10. jinx (n); (c) curse. 

—Someone has pul a /iiix 
on this car; it is always giving 
me trouble. 


political horizon has created | 
many a flutter among Ins friends I 
and foes alike. j 

14. nonpareil: (fa) match- • 
less, incomparable. i 

—She has been a nonpareil , 
.singer in the film-world for the ^ 
last fifty years. ! 

1.5. pell-mell: {a) madl^' 
frantically. 

—The children ricshed pell- 
mell down the stairs and ’■ 
shocked the guest present in the . 
hall. 

16. ruckus: (4) uproar, noisv j 
scene. , 

—Ciovernment's delaying ■ 
tactics over the tabling ot 
Commission’s report on 
communal riots created a . iickiis ‘ 
in the State Assembly. 

17 snigger: (a) laugh ; 
(unpleasantly). 

—Most persons .iresent in ^ 
the meeting snigger-d at her ■ 
foreign accent. 

18. tiff: (a) quarrel. I 

—To the great amusement 
^of pressmen, the fijt/’bi*tween the ; 


n. keel: (a) fall down, drop yminister and his secretary has 


like a log. 

—Seventeen persons were 
killed when a six-storey 
bntraTng in suburban Bombay 
keeled over on to a neighbouring 
slum. 

12. lukewarm: (c) in¬ 
different. 

—The guests were both 
surprised and shocked with the 
Itikmwm welcome they got on 
arrival at the function. 


taken a nasty turn. 

19 wallop: (fa) thrash, beat, 
strike. 

- The suspect did not give 
any clue of the crime even after 
hours of walloping by the 

police. LcA 

20. yap: (4) talk noisily/ or 
foolishly. —'TC—^ 

—The chairperSOT coun¬ 
selled the members to stop 
yapping and come to the point. 
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Personality 


S ay the know/edg»- 
aM, “You and your 
personaWyareone' 
and the same thing. 
>bu ate playing with 
words.’But they are 
wrong. Msur person¬ 
ality is not Identical 
with you. Rather, it 
is that part of you which you 
choose to display to the 
world. The root meaning of 
the word personality is the 
best proof of this, it comes 
from two Latin words, per 
meaning ‘through* and 
sonare meaning *to sound*. 
The personality, therefore, is 
the medium through which 
the self~the essential you— 
communicates and deals with 
the world. 

If you meet someone 
you want to please, you 
carefully present yourself as 
the kind of person who will 
win approval. But tills kind of 
conscious manipulation is 
the lowest form of personality 
control. More important areas 
of our personality can be 
brought to the conscious 
level and radically changed— 
if we take the trouble to 
acquire the necessary tech¬ 
nique. 

Most people have a 
vague feeling that it is 'in^n- 
cere' to change their per¬ 
sonalities. They do not rralize, 
that their personalities are 
changing all the time, any¬ 
way. You do not have the 
same personality now that 
you had at sixteen.The 
changes which have taken 
place in it are the result of a 
haphazard jumble of influ¬ 
ences, over which, assuming 
you are like most of us, your 
conscious control was close 
to zero. In many ways, it is no ex¬ 
aggeration to say that your 
personality is something 
which the world has imposed 
on you. 
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We are 
always 
influenced! 
by what 
others 
think we 
are« We 
are not 


what 
others 
think we 


D r Julian Rotter says: "A personality is 
learned. A girl named "B" may be more 
vivacious and gregarious than "M" be¬ 
cause her experience has taught her 
she can best achieve her goals that 
way." 

Persomlity has many meanings. The 
core of all these meanings, however, is a common 
feeling: A person is both unique and important. 

To the Greeks, a person wore a theatrical 
mask which he took on and off as he played dif¬ 
ferent roles. The present, most popular definition 
has shifted the meaning of personality from some¬ 
thing an individual puts on to the way he appears 
to his audience, ’lliis may be called: "The social 
characteristic of commanding notice, admiration, 
respect, or influence through personal character¬ 
istics," 

As actors, then, our personality changes with 
our audience. We have a different personality 
when we are talking U> our mother than, when we 
are talking to our wife, our children, our friends, 
or our enemies. 

We may be admired by our mothers but not 
bv our wives; we may be admired by our friends 
but not by our enemie.s We may be respected bv 
our children but bv no one else. We are always 
influenced by whal others think wc are. We are 
not always what others tliitik we are 

The pure psychologist detines personality 
as the total of a person'.s responses; the way he 
walks, talks, conducts himself, dresses etc. 

In other words, personality is the 
organization of trails that determine the 
individual s unique way of playing his various 
roles. 

This simply slate.s that a person is not whal 
others see him to be. It stresses Ihe units ol 
pcrsonalily ("trails'), the way these units arc 
tilted together and what purpose the trads and 
ihcir organisation serve, which means how they 
determine the individual's unique way ot playing 
his roles. 

A personality may be* eiefined as a distin¬ 
guishable individual 'ho is defined by the traits 
that difterentiale iiim from other individuals. 

It is more important to pay attention to the 
u’holc, rather than the parts, and stress that person¬ 
ality is a dynamic organisation. Individuals are 
living organisms, that organisms are not a sprawl¬ 
ing mass of loosely related parts, but primarily a 
system of structures and activities under c(x)rdi- 




nated control. 

A structure is the arrangement of parts into 
a whole: bricks and cement are parts of a build¬ 
ing. Boldness and meekness are parts of a per¬ 
sonality as introversion and extroversion ate. 

Individuals with equally immature or 
mature personality structures may have quite dif¬ 
ferent traits. Another definition thus could be: A 
personality is a dynamic whole that is defined 
by the distinctive structural attributes of the self. 

How often do wc hear "personality" used in 
one of these ways? "He has a very attractive 
personality, but once you get to know him you 
realize how shallow he is." Here personality 
means personal appearance and manners. 

"He has no pcrsonalily at all." Ihis time per¬ 
sonality covers the lack of forceful, impressive 
charaaeristics that some people have 

Thus, personality may be either something 
we ha\e or something w'e do not. Either .some¬ 
thing we really are or something that conwals 
our real selves 

In a sense, each one ol u.s lives behind a 
mask. Our )ob may require us to be very polite 
and deferential. Or we ma) have to dominate a 
group and maintain discipline. 

Sometimes it goes against oui self to act up 
to our role Our leal feelings ma\ Ix' ver\ ditfer- 
enl. If personality meant this "mask" or "front", 
we would have much less to study and find much 
less variety than when we look behind the m<isk 
Wo think of personalilv as being mui h more than 
the outer .shell of the individual, 

In studying personality our aim is to go 
behind behaviour, to the motive, and even to go 
behind the parficulannotive to some general ten¬ 
dency of the individual 

We ask, "W'hy is he working tor this 
particular goal?" A complete description of an 
individual personality w'ould include .ill his I'un- 
damental tendencies and characteristics, so tar 
as they are in any way revealed in liis behaviour 

There is danger that we take a one-sided 
view by being impressed bv one or two of his 
sinking characteristics, that we overltxik some 
others which combine with the first (o make him 
the person he is. 

Suppose we have observed Mr D s 
behaviour carefully for a week, and have found 
him doing the following things: Every time 
he was called on in class he became confused 
and stammered. 
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The extrovert is thought of as gay, sociable, 
impulsive, and eager for action; the introvert is 
considered to be reserved, sensitive to criticism, 
and inclined to daydream. 

if you try to fit your friends into these two 
classes, you will find it hard to place most of 
them. One will seem an introvert in one situation 
and an extrovert in another. Most of them prob¬ 
ably belong near the middle of the scale. 

The different traits grouped together under 
these terms do not always go together. A person 
who is eager for action may not be sociable, and 
a shy person may really be greatly interested in 
the world outside, including the world of other 
people. 

A person may be gay and lighthearted and 
still like to daydream. Extroversion is not a single 
trait, but a compound of at least two—sociability 
and readiness for activity, which combine in vari¬ 
ous degrees. 

Introversion is a similar compound, one "in¬ 
trovert" being unsociable while another is sim¬ 
ply thoughtful and cautious. Changes in studies 
may come and make iis .shift stands. 

At present, all that can safely be said about 
the "ingredients" of personality is that it is a fabric 
of many interwoven traits, as a rug is sometimes 
woven of many strands of different colours. It is 
not a mere hodgepodge of many strands, but a 
pattern to which all the traits contribute. 

People cannot be clas.sified into two distinct 
groups—those that have and those that do not 
have a rertain trait—for they all have any one trait 
in various degrees, and all traits in some degree. 

Personality is a combination of physiological 
and social forces. Heredity lays physical 
foundations. Environment, including one's home 
and family, friends, school, neighbourhood, com¬ 
munity, and nation, also contribute. 

However, whether the physical or social 
tactors contribute most to personality is the 
subject ol considerable dispute. A controversy 
has raged for long as to whether a criminal is 
born or made by society. 

Louis Berman shows that the glands 
dominate personality. According to him, the "ad¬ 
renal personality" is vigorous, energetic, 
persistent, and efficient. Adrenal women show 
masculine traits and do well as administrators. 

Those short in gland secretions are irritable, 
indecisive, and lack energy. There are two 
personalities; the prepituitary type, caused by 


overactivity of the pituitary which is predomi¬ 
nantly masculine. The postpituitary is excessively 
feminine. 

Napoleon showed marked prepituitary ten¬ 
dencies in his early and mature years. His decline 
and down-fall is attributed to the gradual 
appearance of gland dominance. 

Our full seif includes id, ego, and superego. 
Id is our primitive nature located in the uncon¬ 
scious. Rational self is the ego, which controls the 
id's primitive urges. Moral roncepts are stored in 
the superego. 

The superego and id are in conflict. In a nor¬ 
mal person the conflict is resolved by ego. 

Freud says that the baby's libido is undi¬ 
rected. It is later turned toward himself, and at 
four or five, attached to an external object-r-one 
of his own parents. 

Social factors are important in shaping our 
personality. First comes the family. Parents and 
home conditions mould the child in his early 
years. A congenial home atmosphere, with good 
relations between the parents and between parents 
and child, is e.ssential for a well-adjusted 
personality. 

Conflicts between parents unbalance child'.s 
personality. The child has dost' emotional ties w'th 
pargiits. Hence, their quarrels cause conflict in his 
personality. Often, the conflict leads to anti-sodal 
behaviour. Delinquents often come from broken 
homes or wrecked marriages. 

Excessive parental pampering spoils the child 
and leads to neurotic disturbances. Neurotic 
behaviour results mainly from parents rejecting a 
child, not from excessive li.ve. 

Ross Stagner, a specialist in personality, 
reports that excessive punishment results in revolt, 
or delinquency--Hiutward submission but inward 
revolt. 

It has been well established that stammering 
often comes from excessive harshness and 
punishment or fear of it. Giving the child a bad 
character or poor image actually results in that 
image or character. 

Role of Teachers 

what kind of teachers influence the 
intellectual, emotional, and social growth of the 
young? Unfortunately, most teachers are not 
trained to deal with students' problems. Teachers 
consider sex offences, lying, cheating, 
impertinence, and truancy major problems. They 
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think shyness and withdrawal are unimportant. 

Pattarn 

Personality development is the result of many 
influences. The temperament of an individual— 
his energy and emotional tone is affected by his 
glands, nervous system, and other conditioas. 

However, an individual's personality pattern, 
including traits, attitudes, interests, values, and 
ideals, is largely a product of his environment. 

The home and family ate of great impcrtancc. 
College experience, friends, status in the society, 
and the culture in which he breathes are significant 
factors. Evaluating these forces is difficult. 

By the time one is gr(»wn up enough to know 
how he wemid like to change his personality, his 
ways of reacting to situations are set. Change is 
hard to make. 

If we suppose that you are not in necsi of 
radical personality repairs, there are certainly 
some general things that can be done. Their help¬ 
fulness is closely allied to a better understanding 
of how you form habits and of why you cover up 
your real motives the way you do. 

Others respond to you, and you respond to 
them. This may seem commonplace and is often 
overlooked. Appearance, speech, education, and 
culture as revealed in conversation, opinions, and 
attitudes—all these markedly affect the 
impression you make on others. 

Take the boy who is restless because his 
parents treat him like an infant. Or the girl who 
declines an invitation because she is not sure of 
her table manners. There are many, real or unreal 
i deliciencies that distort personality. One has to 
watch out. 

Observe those who are admired because 
they are successful, or self-assured. By 
choosing proper clothes or correcting speech 
mannerisms, a young person can improve his 
personality. 

A young person can accomplish the same 
result by keeping hair in good trim and shoes 
shined, by improving manners, and by refraining 
from expres.sing offensive opinions. A bad sentence 
can turn a friend into an adversary. The reverse 
is true, too. 

Skills 

Those who can do things are more likely to 
be sought after than those who cannot, or will 
not, or who are alibi-mmded. 


Knowledge of a special subject is a 
personality-plus. Imagine the editor of a 
newspaper or magazine asking you to write a 
special article on the area of your 
specialization. 

Cultivate the art of being a good 
listener. It is flattering to an individual 
to have his conversational partner 
exhibit. Show interest in his activities 
and accomplishments. 

We ha\'e met self-centred people 
who pause in their conversation just 
lung enough to gain breath in order to 
resume. No matter how eagerly you 
are looking forward to your "turn", 
practice being relaxed and interested 
while you wait for it. 

Cut through the smokescreen of 
rationalisations—the reasons you give 
to make your actions acceptable. Du 
not put up a show to protect when you 
are sincere and always show that you 
are prepared to face the consequences 
that arise from your action or state¬ 
ments. 

Most of us respond in a predict- 
iible way to the rocks in our path. We 
complain and we kick them, and hurt 
ourselves. But one can use the obstacles 
in life, including joblessness, as step¬ 
ping stones on our own personal paths 
to success, 




Easygoing, genial, amiable 
Intelligent, Independent, reliable 
Emotionalty stable, realistic, steadfast 
Dominant, self-assertive 
Cheerful, sociable, talkative 
Sensitive, tenderhearted, sympathetic 
Thomhtful, cultured, aesth^ 
Conscientious, responsible, painstaking 
Co-gpeipafiva, carefree. Kind creative 
VOgt^OMS. pereletent, atrongwilled 
l^ipmensltive, wcMabie, 

Friend^ tnJtful, enithusiastlc 


Inflexible, cold, hostile 
Stupid, uneffective, frivolous 
Evasive, emotionally, changeable 
Submtesive, self-effacing, modest 
Unhappy, depressed, sedustve 
Hard-boiled, unemotional, cynical 
Boorkh, uncultured, coarse 
Slipshod, impulsive, irresponatble 
Reaervsd, cautious, aecraiM 
Languid, stack, fnefieciive 
Phlegrhatic, tolerant, cabn, . 
imptttent 

Suspidoue, hosbie, fnntnlKl. 


t 
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Mce Guys Hnisli last 


Pi’lili'mvs f<! lU II ilisroiiiit these days. It : 
IS conimanly said that life is a rat race these ! 
days, and to ^et ahead, one has to Iv ruthi'.ss 
and a^gresswe. The trend ^ains ciedilnliti/ i 
from forcif^n movies and books. Yet, one , 
cannot deny tluit manners and politeness are ; 
a virtue even todiii/ They can help achieve ■ 
tlnii}’- u'liich riidenes!^ cannot Contiiiiii'i\^ . 
our series of debate.^ asked in competitive , 
discussions this yeai, :ve publish this time a 
topic rebicb Inis a meiiniiij; for us in oui 
per’iomil live-^ .'oo 

Mr A VVV livL' in slran>»i.' time,' 

lixiav, nidny of the valncs. of old have 
been diHardt-d. It is a rompolitivo 
world and onl) the daring can git 
ahead in life. Being nice ii.sed to be a 
virtue but not anymore In almost 
ev er) field a person has to be ruthless 
t(' succeed. It vve are nic e, we olten 
cannot achieve anything Take tin casi' 
of catc hing a bus or a train during 
ollice houis. tveryone wants to net in, 
pushing awio the ,itl'ers I! one is nne 
and makes vca\ for othics, one vv.il 
mi.ss the bos. This is a hard tact ol hie 
VVe could be nhe to isieli oilier in tm- 
pasi, but loda\ things ha\e iliaiiged. 
Today, whci has the nine? In a way this 
Iri'nd IS right, since we ha\'i‘ to 
compete in tin workl with iompanies 
which are lieicelv CMmpelilwe b we 
indulge oiiisehes bv showing ui:r 
manners to each other, we lan loigel 
being compilitive. fhat is wli\ 1 sav 
that nice guys linish last; in tact, Ihm 
do not amount to anything in loihiv's 
world Our I’oiinlrv has tV|nca!K been 
\c*rv soft anil that is why we have’ lieen 
pushed down m the inlernationiil 
arc'iia 

MrB Toil are right to some extent, 
but 1 would like tci sav that we are 
aggressixi- tor all tht wrong things. 
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Ha\<^ you si-en how people drive on the 
roads? They lixise their cool if anyone 
overtakes them. Many pc-ople are 
abusive and drive at breakneck speed. 
We push cacli other unneci»ssafily when 
we go to see movies or even when we 
go to buy milk We show heroism 
where none is neixled. On the other 
hand, when it comes to showing our 
mettle, many of us back out .Nobody, 
lor instance, stands up against ev e- 
teasing taking place in a public place, 
becau.se we are all scared Siiddenh, 
our aggressiveness takes le.U'e ot u,'- 
Similarly, have vou ever attended a 
public function when- the chief guest 
arrives late and tin ai idience is made to 
wail indetinitely’ Tti.i: is the time lo 
either leave the funelion or .make the 
organisers start the lunelicm on time. 
Then again, v' c are sot! and nice and 
clap politely when the chief guest 
finally arrives Tinally, we should be 
aggressive .iguiisl bureaucials and 
piitilic s. IVants who mav be delaying 
tiU"'am* .lie rude tovisiiiirs Smee tiie', 
iiie pa'ii tr.MU public liuids, thev shcnild 
ill* ,i..coun1ably lo the public. But tlu*n 
again, we w.ig .'iii tail.s and show talse 
nncpis'i- llval IS why bureaucrats take 
advantage and lorruplion lias increased 
manit.ild in uur ci.ui'irv What is the 
pviint ol being aggressive on the roads 
,ini1 show otf to someone whom von do 
not know and mav never meet again’ 
Why not use it to make a difference lo 
om lues’ 

MrC Iliaf is an interesting 
vii'vvpoint, but trankly, even if we 
aciopl that it is a competitive world, I 
do not rliiiiK that being aggre.ssive is a 
virtue. Very olten we believe in these 
things because they are being repealed 
lime iUid again, without realising the 
harm vve arc doing to ourselves. Take 


an aggressive salesman, lor example. j 
I He may be able to sell some livings one j 
i day. But when he comes again, tlie 
; customer will turn him away because ; 

ultimately the paiduct has to be good. 

• Nobody can sell useless things again i 
; and again. Some time back, certain 
: companies unleashed aggressive 
; salesmen to sell their products As the 
products were new, they were 
. suivesstul, hut when the lompaiiies 
tried to sell other products llie same ; 

, way, lliey became big failures. The 
aggressive salesmen destroyed the 
companies in the long run, even 
I tlumgbi thev vverv able lo succeed in 
the sliort run. .Applying that to other 
spheres, wc find that we may he able 
to achieve more it w'e are polite. If we 
are aggressive, it would i>nly turn 
; people c>tf. That is why young MB.As , 
'• aie not able lo iliTiver results, because 
thev are so arrogant. L'lituitiinately, 
every management s..hi)oi m llie 
',oiml''v teaches that marketing's 
wa't.ue and being aggressive is a 

■ virtue 

MrD What tlu v probably n.eaii is 
I hat one imis! be agile in the 
marketplace and respond to changes 
, instantly, the vuunger geiv'ration 
, translates tins to mean that oni should ; 

be aggres.-:ve This is truly flawed ; 

thinking Many ol our troubles hav e 
. arisen because wi' are needlessly 
militant vvhen a kind word can solve 
; our problems easily. Today, it is a 
fashion to appear mean, lough and 

■ aggressive. 1 think such behaviour 

I lesiills if W'e know' that wt cannot stand ; 
' up lo scrutiny. A person who is good j 

i does not need to be aggressive to make ; 

I people notice him. Our national pride, ; 

unfortunately, has taken a lot of beating. ! 
I After years of colonial rule, our pride j 






was sliattered. (Ither nations took a lead 
over us. Today, we have an inferiority 
complex because we do not amount to 
anything. In many fields, wo have 
been unable to make a mark and to 
meet international standards. This has 
hurt national pride. Instead, we are 
aggressive and think that outward 
aggressiveness will make us look 
better. The same applies to our youth. 
Many of us do not have a worthwhile 
activity and are content in watching 
television or going out with friends. 
Without anything else to identify 
ourselves with, we become show-offs 
and make an exhibition on the roads. 
If there was more emphasis on values 
and the Indian tradition, perhaps we 
would realise that achievement is 
more important that outward 
aggression. 

MrE 1 disagree with what you say. 
If we place too much emphasis on luir 
tradition, which says that our fate 
goN'crns us, wi‘ can never achieve 
anything in life. In that rase, vve can 
afford to be nice guvs. On the other 
Jiand, today's worltl demands mucli 
nn're. We cannot depend on fate and go 
out and achieve things. That calls lor a 
certain amount ol aggiessiveness; w»‘ 
cannot be nici' gu\s any mori. In t.ict, 1 
am i|iiite surprised at our attitude, 
because nobody will come and give iis 
anvtiiing We liave In be demanding 
We vanni'l sit back and wait lor 
scimelhing to hap[>en. I liirse times have 
gone Showing off mav be bail, but 
whai we are discussing here is '■ hetlier 
it is a virtue being a nice guy We have 
ti> aicepl that we aie living in (he 
model ri world where v(>u have to be 
demanding Niue guys are )iist not 
. taken seriously I am not saying that we 
: shoulil be impolite, but that we should 
be firm and polite, so that v.e do not 
■ accept sub-standard work. Being nice 
makes us a soft stale We are imable 
meet world stanilai'ds hevause instead 
‘ of putting in hard work, we tell stories 
j to each other Kxcuses have become an 
j exclusive Ladian trait. There has to be 
j an end to this. We should rather stop 
being nice guys and concentrate on our 


Mr A I agree with you. Our, 
attitude is reflected in all fields. Take 
sports. We have lost out our traditional 
strength of hockey because we are just 
not aggressive enough. In the (''lympics, 
our playeia; were just inlemsted in 
putting on nice clothes and enjoying 
themselves rather than competing. In 
cric ket, our victories are just because of 
one aggressive plaver, Tendulkar. The 
others arc more interested in having a 
nice time. This contrasts with the 
attitude of other teams: they arc so full 
of spirit and the way they bat and field 
shows their commitment to winning. 

This is true in all fields. What is the 
point of being nice guys’ 1 think it is 
much better to play and win It is 
time that we look the initiative in our 
hands rather than let the world take a 
lead over us. You may be right when 
you say tlial we are aggressive for all 
the wrong reasons I think we need lo 
change our attitudes and become 
competitive. We can break the 
complacent thinking ol government 
oflicials if we insist that they do their 
work. If we did not compromise with 
ourselves and reliised to listen lo 
tainted politicians, they would think 
twice before looting the nation. They 
know that we are loo forgiving and 
will win the next elections too and 
that is vvhv Ihev have beeome so 
bni/en about corruplion C>f eoiirse, 
this does not mean that vve lorgel 
being polite to each other. I’olitcne.ss 
is indeed a virtue. Needless 
aggiession will gei us nowhere We 
ean be polite but at the same time, 
reluse to aeeepi nonsense. Onlv then 
can India shake its image ot being a 
solt State. 

MrB [ think vou are right. Nice 
guys do indeed Imish last. We have to 
develop a spirit ot competition, w'hich is 
all the more imperative m lodav's 
world We have to understand lli.il even 
a mother does not feed a child till he 
cries. So we are not going lo get 
anything if we sit and wait for things to 
happen. We have to be outgoing and 


aggressive to some extent. Our concept 
of fate is indeed pulling us down. It is 
lime we took our fate in our own hands 
and stopped blaming others for our 
shortcomings. That is the hard fact of 
life. At the same time, we should not 
lose our basic decency. bi certain areas, 
it is still important to be nice. When we 
have nothing much to lose, for instance, 
a seal in a bus or some other small 
thing, what is tlie harm if vve show 
n’spect for a lady or an old person? 

Our pioblem is that vve carry our 
competitive altitude in our public and 
social life as well. I do not tliink tli.rt 
there is any point in that. We have to 
accept, like people in the developed 
world, that we can be nice and 
competitive at the same lime. The two 
are not mutually exclusive. Being 
competitive on the street is quite 
foolish As somebody mentioned, 
though we take pains lo show that we 
are belter than the other guy, when it 
comes to firolecting the honour ol a 
lady or standing up for something 
wrong, we become docile I.el us be 
competitive in our work, but nice in 
our social dealings. That would 
suggest a possible solution to this 
question. 

Mr C Atler hearing so manv 
arguments, I think we lan comlude 
that being nice is not always a viilue. 
Tlic changing world demands that we 
are .i little mor aggressive in our 
oi.tlonk. Many young people, on the 
other hand, think that aggression is a 
V irliie They are aggressiv e with their 
parents and friends, or they show 
their aggressiveness on tlie roads. 
This IS foolish. While the group 
accepted that we have to change 
altitudes, there are certain areas 
where being niie should still be 
maintained. The group reached a 
consensus that it was important to be 
polite, yet tirni, so that we can be 
tompelilive. Though many concepts 
have changed, politeness is still a 
virtue. 

tAc 'E>Mtz €£- 
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13. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 150 

14. COMPLETE COURSE-MATHEMATICS Rs. 180 

15. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 180 

16. COMPLETE COURSE-LAW Rs. 150 

17. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBUC ADMN. Rs. 200 
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Solutions A Explanations Solved Model Papers 
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The course matenal contains Practical English Grammar Common Errors 
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fundamental rules tips and usage explanations illustrations charts tables 
& specimen papers 

2. DGP Baste English improvement Course Rs. 75 
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3. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs. 120 
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4 Intelligence and Reasoning Improvement Course Rs. 150 
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(forNDA CDS MBA etc Exams) 

Covers Anihmebc Mensuration Algebra Geometry Tngonomelry and « 
Statistics Includes important Formulae Concepts Practical Tips Solved 
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5L PRIYA GUIDE 

FOR $JS.O. CLERKS* GRADE EXAM. Ra. 100 > 

0. DEEP PRIYA GUIDE TO ; 

HOTQ. MANAGEMENT APUSSiON TEST 
fftarAtbnkahnUttfagiaa/D^ilamaiittfdaa) Rt. 195 

7. BANK REORUiTMENT TEST GUIDE Rs. 75 

(For Chrlia, CssMts, $Cwio-7VpMs ets J _ 


DGP Is ths Proud Rscipisnt of 
FEPI AWARD FOR THE BEST TEXT BOOK 


OENERAL KNOWLEDGE DMEGT 


1. The Hindustan Times Medalist in Journalism 
R. DHILLON'S BENERAL KNOWLEDSE DI6EST 

Latest Edithn Pages xvl * 974 Price Rs. ISO 
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Competitive Exams Very useful for GROUP DISCUSSION etiso 
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6 OBJECTIVE ENGUSH—A New Approach Rs. 46 
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through Xyumeda Yoga Acupressure Naturopathy Homaopalhy etc 

6. Know ThysoN Through HANDWRITING Rs. 40 

Writing is a major tool ot learning The pen through our hand becomes 
a tool ol our brain and moves according to tha signals received from 
the brain The reader alter close study of the book and with the help 
ot score charts can unmask his own personality and know Ms physical, 
mantal emotional and spiritual stata Thia book w thus a study ol 
you and helps you to Know Thyself Through Your Handwriting 
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"A gil l's best tricnd is her I 
mutter", says Donithy Parker 1 
kjimvn for her rapier wit. : 

She has herself defined i 
wit which in itself is a telling j 
proof of her wit. "Wil has | 
truth in It. Wisecracking is ' 
simpl) calisthenics with ' 
words " 

Born in New Jersey in 
1893, Doiothy Parker dieil in 
New York in 1%7 She wrote 
critical p.eces for Vogue, ViUiity 
Fair, .u\d 1 he New Yorker She ■ 
also published tour books ol 
light verse and collections of 
short stories such as the 
memorable "Big Blonde", 
collaborated on several 
Broadway plays and a number 
of screenplays. 

Her bright cr.icks were 
publicised in "C onning Tower" 
coliunn and Koiuid labk', the 
informal group tlvU gathered in 
New York to engage in daz/luig 
conversation. 

She lost her mother early 


Donitinrs Dans 


and was brought up by an \ 
unsympathetic step-mother j 
and a couldn't-careless father. : 
To these were added factors j 
like a rather short, unattractive i 
appearance. j 

harly-life unhappiness ; 
can n het one's appetite for it ; 
.ind result m a dazzling 
oulpoLii of humour because ' 
repression fiiivls an outlet 

II you wake uj’ in the ! 
morning with a feeling that ' 
doomsdav is rapidly ; 
approaciiing, are .i morbid, ■ 
morose, introverted, easiK 
depre.ssed gloomy .sad sack oJ ] 
an individual, and you can . 
write, you ace well on voiir ' 
wav to bwnniing a top-notch i 
writer of humour Dorothy ! 
did 

Another woman in her 
place would have lonceah'd \ 
her Irustration.s, pretended a i 
puritan or hated men. Not she. i 
I onelv in her office, yearning ■ 


for the company of the | 
opposite sex, she went out j 
and painted one word on her | 
door: MP.N. Take another \ 
sample. "Salary is no object; 1 I 
want only to keep body and | 
soul iip/ir/." I 

After some years’ ; 
separation, she re-married her I 
former husband Allan , 
Campbell She remarked, i 
"I’eople who haven't talked to 
each olhei for years are on , 
speaking terms again— | 
including the bride and | 
groom." 

She had an acid-dipped ! 
pen for women of whom she I 
said that the good ones were | 
hidden treasures and safe i 
because nobody looked for j 
them. When she was told that i 
a certain I.oiidon actress had I 
broken a leg. "How terrible", | 
she said, "She must have j 
done it sliding down a \ 
barrister." i 




About an acquaintance, ' 
she whispered, "You know, she 
speaks eighteen languages. ■ 
And she can t say 'No' in any 
trf tlumv" 

A young man looking 
loftily around a parly said, ! 
"I'm afraid I simply cannot ! 
beai fcKils" "(.Ibvioiisly, V'our 
mother could", darted i 
Dorothy. 

As a theatre critic, she . 
was harsh, vitriolic, and 
sometimes sluniiingly ■ 
sarcastic. In a review ol 
Katharine Hepburn starer, ' 
Broadway plav she wrote: 
"She runs the gamut ot i 
emotions from A to B." I 

This unprelty petticoat \ 
wit who cairied a hammer in | 
her handbag was a story ; 
writer, theatre critic, doyenne | 
ol light verse and wit who i 
knew’ from experience that j 

„ I . • . * 

brevity is the soul ol i 
lingerie". | 
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THiS MONTH YESTERDAY 


i 

July iBefdre and ARNlndepM I 


i Before Independence 
! Notable amongst the events which 
; occurred during the months of July, 

■ include starting of The Hombm/ 

Siimnchar. Asia's oldest newspaper and 
popular Ciuididti monunger on July 1, 

. 1822, appearance of first him 
advertisement in the Tiniis oj India, 
Bontbay on July 7,1896, lord Ciuv-on's 
announcement of rev ised scheme of 
Bengal partition on July 19, 1905, 
publication of Montagii-Chelmstord 
reforms on July 8, 1918, starting of 
regular programmes by the Madras 
(’residency Radio Club on July 31, 

' 1924, opening of Bombay station of 
Indian Broadcasting Company on July 
, 23, 1927, opening of Madurai 
Meenakshi temple to Harijans on July 
10, 1939, according of Royal Assent to 
Indian Imlepeiulence Rill on July 18, 
1947 and appri.val ol the design of 
Indian Flag by the Constituent 
Assembly ot India on July 22, 1947. 

AlCC Meets 

During lieedoin struggle AlCC 
happened to lake some eer\' important 
di.isions during the months of Jul\. I'or 
i.nslai.'.e, impelled by growing 
repiession, when Indian leaders and 
many people started Sa/yayrii/iii, the 
.'\IC( session at Bombay, trom |ub' 2fs to 
oO, 1921. passed .i resolution lor 
eoncentraling attention 'upon attaining 
eumplete boycott of toreign lioths by 
' heptembci 30'. It also resolved to 
bovrolt the forthconing visit to India ot 
: Prince ot Wales. On July 31,1921, 

. Mahatma Ciandhi made hontire ol 
foreign ck'ths al Parel (Bombay). Later, 
the Committee, at its Wardha meeting 
lield on July 8, 1937, decidid that 
i 'Cnngri'ssmen be permitted to accept 
i office when they are inr’ited thereto'. 

I Then, during Ihe extremely critical 
j situation arising out of Second World 

I 


I War, AlCC session, at its Potma meet on 
1 July 27 and 28, 1940, endorsed the 
decision of Working Committee (taken 
! during its Delhi mcvl from July 3 to 7, 
i 1940) asking 'the British Coyernment to 
I end the deadlock in the country by 
' ai knowledging the right of India to 
i complete independence'. 

I 

‘ March from Singapore 
i After a perilous tliree-month voyage in 
a submarine from (iermain. Subhash 
I Chandra Bose reached Singapiwe on 
i July 2, 1943. Two days later, on July 4, 

; he look over from liash Bihari Bose the 
leadership of Indian Independence 
movement in Past Asia. And, on July 5 
I Siibhash Clhandra Bt>se reviewed the 
Indian National Army's parade and 
: gave the historic call foi- March on the 
Red Port' with a message, " ..let your 
battle cry be to Delhi,.. U) Delhi. How 
' m.mv vif us will indiv idually survive 
■ this war of freedom, I do not know. Bui 
, I d(' know that we would ultimately 
wm.." 

After Independence 
. 'Ihe aivlaimeil evenls vvliiih ov'urred 
; during the months ol July imlude, 
selling up ot Registrar of Newspapers 
for liulia on )uly 1,1956, signing ' I 
Shimla agieement by Prune Minisler 
liiiiir.i liandlii anvl I’resident 7 A 
Bhutto on July 2,1972, Kamesh 
\ Krishnan winning junioi Wimbledon 
C h.impion title on July 7, 1979, 

('ongrt'ss's t'lbluig its lirsl-e\ er no 
. confidence motion against the Desai 
goveinment in ihe l.ok Sabha on July 
11, 1979 and forcing Prime Ministei 
: Morarji Desai to nysign on July 15,1979 
! and KK. Narayanan's taking over as 
i lOth President of India on July 25, 1997. 
; In this sortiirn we shall tocus on Indian 
! economic scene and establishment ol 
i NCC. 


I Economic Scene 
I Some epoch-making events w'ere 
j registered during the months of July on 
1 the Indian economic scene. While July 
i 1,1955 saw the emergence of State Bank 
I of India, tlie montlr al.so witnessed 
I nationalisation of Banking services in 
I India and later clearance of desks for 
I liberalisation of Indian ecivnomy. On 
\ July 19, 1969, by an ordinance, 14 top 
sehixluled banks with deposits 
i exceeding Rs 500 million w'cre 
, nationalised. Nolably, on July 1,1964, 

: while the Unit Trust of India i. 

commenced ils operation, tlie Industrial 
Development Bank of India wms 
j established as a wholly-owned 
subsidiary I'f RBI Later, on July 12, 

' 1982, National Bank lor Agricultuie and 
Rural Development (N.MIARD) came 
, into existence Alter almost si'tting stage 
lor complete government control, there 
; started the process of liberalisation 
' when the lirst Manmohanian Budget of 

■ Naiasiiniui Rao government was 
presented in the 1 ok Sabha on July 22- 
24, 1991. 

NCI' 

Ihe National t'adel Corps came into 
existence on July 15, 1948, under the 
Nt (■ Al l X\X1 ol 1948. Ihe NC'L 
was established to develop ! 

ihar.icter, comradeship, ideal.’ ol | 

service aiivf i.ipacity Ivo- leadeiship 1 

in the youth >>1 the countiv; .is also j 
to build up cl back-up reservoir lor | 
the armed foices Towaivis the 

■ enshrined objective, the activities of 
N( C.‘ are carried out in five distinil 
parts, vi7 . institutional training, 
lommunity devilopment, vouth 

. exchange programme and sports and 
, adventure activities The NCC 
: strength covers about four per cent 
of the eligible student population in 
•he country. 
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Ihe Ten Principles for 
Better Memory 


jRy Ki;y ' 

Cliuaiiliuri/ I 

Rererd holder of j 

Limca lliiok of Kei otd:- | 

I 

I Last month tiv found out how wc may \ 

! discover what type of persons we are. Vfe j 
I noiP move on to learning about ten principles | 
j far a better memory. The first five principles 
I arc being published this month. Look out for 
j tlw rest of these invaluable principles in our 
issue next month. 

j 

In order to remember well and to 
memorise effectively and efficiently, we 
must follow the following ten principles 
conscious!) 

' ! 

j 1) ASSOCIATION i 

; We all know what a line is. If we put 1 
I four lines of equal length together, end to j 
j end, we make a square. If we put six I 
i squares together, the result will be a cube. I 
I lliat is simple, isn't it? But nobexly could ! 
‘ understand the meaning of a cube without i 
'• knowing the meaning of line and square. i 
What is true in geometry is true in ■ 
i every aspect of life We learn and j 
! remember everything that is new to iis ' 
; only by connerting it with something fh.it | 
; wc already know 'there is nc' othei way 
of acquiring knowledge ' 

You will immedialely see the truth of ' 
i this statement if you think of learning : 
Sanskrit In ./rder to learn that water is jal j 
in Sanskrit, we must form a connection ■ 
between water and fal, and only if this ; 
connection or association is strong will it 1 
; enable us to recall the Sanskrit word ^ 
I whenever we need it. 

; CJnce the path between \\ ater and fal j 
j is firmly established in our brain, will we i 
; recall the one or the other word without | 
) conscious effort, and even without our ! 
i will. I 

Up to now, a person may not have i 
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formed such an association consciously. 
Frequently, we arc not even aware of 
forming associations at all. We do it 
subconsciously—just as a child connects 
the word daddy with the perstm who is 
his father without knowing anything i 
about connections and associations. 

However, it is to our advantage to 
form our associations consciously, and to 
form our connections in a way which fits 
our type and requirements. 

2) HAVE FAITH IN YOUR MEMORY 

Have faith in your memory. Commit 
the following sentence fjrmly in your 
memory. MY BRAIN IS BETTER THAN 
BEST COMPUTER OF THIS WORLD. 

If you think you cannot remember 
something, well, you will not remember it. 
You may have met many people making a 
remark, "Excuse me, my memory is pixir" 
The repetition of this statement results in 
making the memory actually bad. 

One of the best ways to improve 
confidence m your memory is by means 
of auto-suggestion or repealing to yourself 
that—"I remember better—1 can 
remember better." 

Just think: how can wc expect our 
memory to give us gtxid service when we 
continually abuse it and tell everyone that 
our memory is bad 

3) CONCENTRATION 

Concentration is nothmg more tlian 
hard thought which is fixed upon ow 
thing at a time. Frase everything else frc>m 
your mind except that which you are 
seeing or hearing Do not permit your 
thoughts lO stray. Finally, see yourself 
physically depositing memory in your 
mental memory bank. When you are able 
to do tins, you are concentrating. We can 
compare concentration to making a 
donkey move. The more you push or pull, 
the more does it resist. Similar is rase of 
our concentration: the more we try to 
concentrate, the more our thoughts stray. 



The trick involved in making a donkey to ; 
move is to dangle a vegetable in front of > 
him and he will follow you wherever you i 
want it to. Thus, to concentrate on a 
particular subject, we must create an ; 
interest in that subject. j 

I 

4) POWER OF SENSES I 

You must clearly sec and hear before ! 
you can make a memory deposit that you 
will be able to withdraw later. Focus your ■ 
sight on the object to bp remembered and * 
see it in your imagination. Hear it, or * 
perhaps, taste or feel it. Allow your senses 
to get into the act. When you permit your 
senses to become involved, the impression 
is always seen and not easily forgotten. 

Try to involve all the following six senses 
while .memorising any thing or learning 
any thing. 

1) Sense of hearing 

2) Stmse of vision 

^ 3) Sense of smell 

4) Sense of taste 
j 5) Sense ol touch 

! 6) Sense of kinaesthesia '.c. 

! awarene.ss of bodily position and 
j movements 

i 

1 5) COLOUR 

] We all dream and sometimes get 
i involved in day-dreaming as well. 
Occupationally, we try to analyse our 
dreams or discuss our dreams with 
friends. But hav'c you ever given a thoughi 
regarding the colour of the dream; whether 
the particular dream was coloured or just • 
black and white. 

Try analysing whether your dream is 
coloured or black and white. If it is black ' 
and white try to sec it again, consciously, ! 
in colour, then try to analyse whether a i 
particular dream is very clear or faded. If ' 
it is faded, try to see it again in the screen ^ 
of your imagination, and whenever j 
possible, try to use full range of colours to j 
make your picture, to make your thinking j 
much more memorable. 
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USAGE 

Rmi the lollowiitf; iciitcmes mrelulhi 
and find out the emir in nnv one imrt of em li 
sentence (t.c a, b. ( iwd di. If there is no 
error in the sentenre. the inisurr leill be i- 

1. Govornmont ,ind miinicipiil 
hospitals m the city(rt) rl■^r£^in In test 
patients for HIV(f;) due to ethkalfi.) and 
fmandal constraints.fd) No crror.lc) 

2. The Oueen agreed(ti) to a 
suggestion by her hosts(b) that she take 
a scheduled tlight(f) for a meeting of 
leaders of the Commoiiwealth. ft/) No 
error.fc) 

\ She saw an tild wonianfu) selling 
tea in a city parkfl’) and noticedfrf a 
resemblance with her i 'wn mother.ft/) No 
error ((’) 

4 1 he house did luotfa) look 
raiisackedl/j) but the almirahsfi) in both 
the rcKims were opened (t/l No crrtn.fr) 

5. The firm will be installing(ti) the 
web ot wires, nets and spikesf/i) which stop 
birds(c) from sitting on the roofs and 
walls id] .No error ((’) 

f). Lt'^spite an inclement weatherf/i) a 
large number of peoplet/’) turned up to 
witnessfc) the ti'^mal i'cremon\-({/) No 
error.fc I 

7. livervonefti) including 
greenhorns likt X and Y(l;) know what 
is wrongfc) with India's environment.ft/) 
No error (cl 

8 I'or the treedom fighterfa) it was 
easier fightingf/') the IVifish regime than 
struggling(c) to get his pension granted id) 
No error (ci 

9.1 was IcIttii) with no other choiref/’) 
but to walk oiitfc) ot the room at this 
stage.(d) No error.fc) 

10. 1 findf'i) actual events(fi) much 
more funnierfe) than contrived humour.fd) 
No error.fc) 


SYNONYMS 

In the folloioiny seiitemcs, for eiicii 
iindeiUned rrord, ilioose the altcrntive tluit 
oi nearest in inennin^ lor the underlined 
loord 

11. She tound his manners toward her 
distinctly hostile . 

frtV^^ive 
“Ifft^^fensive 
vfriunfriendly 
(d) mean 

12. We are alwavs very vora l about 
our rights. 

(a) Inyd- 
fiiy'tisserlive 
fc) aggressive 
(d) selfi.''h 

n Their daughtei's wedding 
reception was sluvr oste ntatio n 
fii) pritfe 

fi^uimility 
(d) selfishness 

14. She seemed ti' be wallowing in 
her grief, instead rif trying to recover from 
the disaster 

(a) siiflering 

(b) crying 

(c) complaining 
{ti>-4.'njoving 

l.'i I'or want of proper planning, his 
business is in a sham bles . 

/ W'^a’ss 

(b) less 
fc) disrepute 

(d) litigation 

ANTONYMS 

In the followiii}^ sentences, for eaeh 
underlined loord, four alternatives have been 
y/r’i’i). Choose the one tlo’t is opposite in 
wcaninK for the mnd underlined 

lf>. It is an economy to buy good shoes 
hecaiisi’ tliey last much long than cheap 
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ones 

fn) folly 
f/i) wisdom 
fcj^implirilv 
Ijfrf) waste 

17 I he children are very Oii^terpus 
today. 

subdued 
il>) disciplined 

(c) submissive 
id) frightened 

18. She affirmed her innoteme in the 
court 

ill) reliised 
ffi) denied 
(c) rejected 
(iD avoided 

l‘i. He made e\erv possible (.'lli'i l to 
appease bis anger 

(c) sliike 
(/’) tire 

fi) provoke 
id) oftend 

20. She for^iye him lor his 
thoughtless remarks 

(a) insult 

(b) retaliated 
(■') forgot 

(d) punished 


COMPREHENSION 

Rend the foihnrini^ pussnefs ciiiefidh! ’ 
and c horse the most siiiinbie nnsieer Ir the ' 
qni'slioii.- y.’ivii behno eaeh passanc ■ 

I 

(fnce considered just a formal dri’ss j 
accessory, the tie lodaj makes a fashion j 
statement in all seasons to suit every ; 
occasion. Cionc are the days when a necktie ^ 
symbolised a salesman. Now a tic-wearing | 
business exudes a rare confidence and I 
personality. An important dress code, a ; 
tie is like a soul in a body and one does i 
not look complete unless he w'ears one. I 




Besides beinj; a fashion statement, a tie is 
also a silent communiralor as it conveys a 
lot about an individual's personality 
without saying a single word. Tie 
companies are now even have design 
banks housing a range of designs from all 
over the world. 

21. How would describe a tie on an 
individual? 

(rt) a passport to success 

(b) an essential part of dress 
(i ) a silent communicator 

. ((/) an imnecessarv accessory 

22. A tie is like a __in the body 

Oi) soul 

(/>! spirit 
(f' mind 
(i/l heart 

2? Ilou’ was a lie lonsidered ona’’ 
ill) an Tnglishman's legar\ 

(M a lormal dress altachinenl 

(c) a show of I'ontiilence 
(r/) none ot these 

24 What does the word ' exude" 
stand lor? 

(fl) express 
(/>) impiess 
tri show 
(./) radial*' 

24 Wlw do people wear a lie’ 

(ii) to look impressne 
(h to look trendy 
|i ) to look smart 
(i/) to look 'onfidenl 
II 

Theie is enough water on the moon 
lo support a human coloiw lor a hundied 
years or iH-rhaps hundreds ot years Ihe 
data transmitted by NASA's lunar 
prospi-'tor robot shinved tinv Hecks ol ice 
deep in shadowy iialers The disciwerv 
of waler on the moon has tri'mendous 
j implications. I he moon was born dr\ The 
' w ater was idded later We are now certain 
; the water is then-. The uncertainl\ is how 
much. Treliminary Jala showed that the 
, moon could hold enough wa.ter to sustain 
a human coioiw foi generations or enough 
] hydrogen to serve as fuel for further 
’ explorations into space. The moon's north 
j pole has twice as much water as the 
■ .south—but that both reserves could be 
i immensely useful. The discover\- which 
scientists said coaid prove crucial to any 
future human colonies, was the first break¬ 
through achieved by lunar prospector, the 

I 


i f)3 million dollar flagship of NAS.A's new ; 
' "faster, better and ilieaper" strategy fi'r ; 
I space explorations. ; 

I 26. For how long can water on the , 
! moon support human rolonii*s? 

’ (ii) one hundred } cars 
' (f>) hundieds of years 

, (c) tCKi early to draw anv definite ; 

conclusion ' 

(li) none of these 
27. The moim was born 
(a) dry 

(!') witli '.nadovvv craters 

(i) with tremendous implic.ilion 
; (rf) as a waterv planet 

2S Ik'sides watei whal else lias been 
transmitted hv lunar prospector robot" 

(ii) \ ague evidence 1.1 lile 
(I'l enough hydrogen 

(r) enough fuel 
ill) enough minerals 
2V One of the following statements 
IS correeb 

((i’l miHin’s surliirc is lit enough to 
grow crops 

(l>) colonisation on moon is a risky 
business 

(c) moon's south pole has no water 
uD moon's north pole has more 
water than the south p'>li 
lO What does ihediscoveiv oi waloi 
on the nioon '•ignifv ’ 

(ii) the first breakthrough in space 
expk’ralion strategy 
(!•) a waste ol piecious resoiiue o! 
the e.iith 

li') man's vidorv oyer nalure 
(f/) an iinexpiTlcd encouragement 
lo scieiilisls 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCF 

III llic lollihriir; viitrihf- -I'l'ii /’li'/' 
filin' k'l II iiimlii’il III' )i'ii iiir i.jiiirri- h h 
arnmyc i 'iu'ik ipiiiN'i lliiii uic i.ibillrii /' ,) 

R iiiiii s ir imiilinr Ihr iinr.l ■.■ ef'"" c 
tl (T) the tigress and a half-grown 
rub (yi fheir tails in the air iR) riisheu 
past ns with (S'l a moment allci wards 
\ii) S P Q U 
(6) S Q R P 
(c) S R P 0 

tii) S P R Q 

.32. (P) all his eggs were ((J) but no 
one could have watched (R) the basket 
more anxiously (S) in one basket 


(fl) P S Q R 
(h) P S R Q 
(c) P Q S K 
(if) S R P Q 

33. (P) how we've developed this 
(0) and eltc'cfive kind of courage (R) it's 
interesting to speculate (S) particularly 
practical. 

(ii) R S P Q 
(h) QVSR 
(i ) R P S Q 
01 ) HOPS 

t4 (P) develop keen (Q) it is pity 
(Rl and accurateohserviition (S) that most 
ot IIS do not 

(ii) Q P S K 
(M g S P K 
fc) P g S R 

(if) g R s p 

.33 (P) and that is the victory that 
loimis (g) nut over himself (R) not only 
o\ er the boor (S) he would hav e had the 
viclory 

111) p g R S 
(M s R g I' 

(.) s R p g 

(;/) S P 0 K 

RESTRUCTURING PASSAGE 

III tilt' fii/fii7i'i)i,\' ilnih. there me six 
iriili'iici’s iiiiirkei! I, n P. g, R iViJ .3 The 
I'Ofilii’ii si’ii/('pj,rs I niui 6 is fixed ii<t Ihe' 
tii'<l 'iiid IthI ■•eiiliiiies ef the piesfl,ifc. Yati 
till' leiy.iimt te mi.iiiyr the sentences market! 
T, 0, R ami b in their niiturnl seijuence. 

’h. 1. It was neiessarv to Ihe success 
.uid even to the salety ot the highway 
man 

(P) and that liis manners and 
appearance should he such as suited the 
m.isier ol ii fine horse 

KV) he Ihereh're held .in ariMocralical 
posilion m the rommunilv ol thieves 

(R) appeared at tasluonable cnflee 
houses and gaming houses 

(S) that he should be a bi'ld and 
skilliil rider. 

6. and belled with men ot c]uality on 
the race ground 
Ol) S P R g 
ff’) S Q R P 
(f) P R g S 

(d) S P Q K 
37. 1. W'hcn 1 grew up 
(!’) it seemed that the one advantage 
of living. 
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(Q) l^ondon's very drawbacks. 

(R) its endless noise and hustle, its 
smoky air 

(S) in London was that nobody ever 
wanted me to come out for a walk. 

6. the squalor ambushed everywhere 
in it—as.sured this one immunity. 

(a) P R Q S 
(h) PQRS 

(c) P S Q R 

(d) S P R Q 

- 38. 1. It is easy to understand his 
distress. 

(P) I remember being deeply 
disappointed in the first lion I saw. 

(Q) something that we had hitherto 
idealized in our imagination. 

(R) most of us have experienced the 
same sense of disillusionment. 

(S) when we have for the first time 
seen with our eyes 

6. Until then I had regarded him as 
the king of Beasts. 

(a) R S Q P 
(1;) R P Q S 
(;) RQPS 
(d) P Q R S 

39.1. At that time it was believed by 
most people. 

(P) which rose from swampy or 
marshy land 

(Q) which can harbour the germs of 
the disease. 

(R) it is now known to be transmitted 
by a certain kind of mosquito. 

(S) that malaria was caused by some 
kind of vapour or miasma. 

6. .ind convey them from one person 
to another. 

(a) S R Q P 
(h) S P R Q 

(c) S Q P R 

(d) Q S P R 

40. 1. Today, thanks to science. 

(P) machines have taken over a large 
part of man's dull and arduous work. 

(Q) all these enemies to man's well¬ 
being have either disappeared. 

(R) and have so increased his output 
of commodities. 

fS) or have been reduced to 
comparative impotence 

6. that a future of unprecedented 
leisure and prosperity opens up before 
him. 


(«) QSPR 
(f>) Q R S P 

(c) Q P R S 

(d) P S Q R 

SELECTING WORDS 

In the following passage, some spaces 
have been left blank. You arc required to fill 
up those spaces with appropriate mrds For 
each blank space, three options have been 
given. 

It is many years since I_ 

41. (a) past 

(b) least 

(c) last 

had an opportunity to see you, and you 
have now become_ 

42. (a) a successful 

(b) proud 

(c) famous 

throughout a considerable part of the 
civilised world. Although circumstances— 

43. (a) beyond 

(b) beneath 
(f) above 

my control have made it impossible for 
me to_ 

44. (a) carry 

(b) continue 

(c) strengthen 

the close association witli you which 1 
en)oyed in my_ 

45. (fl) life, 

(b) youth, 

(c) existence, 

I have followed your progress and read 
your books with great_ 

46. (a) pleasure. 

(b) pride. 

(c) satisfaction. 

Now that you are leaving Port Middlthav, 
I_ 

47. (fl) should 

(b) would 

(c) could 

therefore like io_ 

48. (a) sec 

(b) meet 

(c) thank 

you, on my own behalf and on behalf of 
the inhabitants of this_ 

49. (a) country 

(b) village 

(c) town 


for the pleasure that you have given us, 

and to wish you even_ 

50. {a) greater 

(b) higher 

(c) deeper 

success in the future. 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (b) 'refrain from testing....’ 

2. (e) no error. 

3. (d) 'a resemblance to her own motlier'. 

4. (d) 'in both the rooms were open'. 

5. (b) 'a web of wires, nets and spikes'. 

6. (fl) 'Despite inclement weather’. 

7. (c) 'knows what is wrong'. 

8. (c) no error. 

9. (b) 'with no choice'. 

10. (c) 'much more funny' or 'much - 

funnier'. 


11. (c) 

12. (fl) 

13. 

(b) 

14. id) 

15. (a) 

16. (d) 

17. 

(fl) 

18. (b) 

19. (f) 

20. (d) 

21. 

(c) 

22. (fl) 

23. (b) 

24. (d) 

25, 

id) 

26. (c) 

27. («) 

28. (b) 

29. 

id) 

.30. (fl) 

31. (d) 

32. (fl) 

33. 

ic) 

.34. (b) 

35. (b) 

36. (d) 

37. 

(c) 

38. (fl) 

.39. (b) 

40. (fl) 

41. 

(r) 

42. ic) 

43. (a) 

44 (b) 

45. 

(b) 

46. (fl) 

47. (b) 

48. (c) 

49. 

ic) 

50. (fl) 


fUM' 

■ 
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For answers to these questions 
and many more 
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Combined Defence Services Exam Oct 5,1997 

Questions 7-5.5 had appeared in jtinc, 1998 issue. The balance 
questions alnngwilh ansioers are f;iven below 

56. Given below are two statements., one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A); India has multiparty system. 

Reason (R): Indian Constitution allows parties to be formed 
on the ba.sis of region, religion and caste. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R i!> NOT a correct 
explanation of ;\ 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

.57. DPT vaccination is for immunization against. 

(a) Diphtheria, Pneumonia and Tetanus 
(h) Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus 

(c) Diarrhoea, Pneumonia and Tetanus 

(d) Diphtheria, Pneumonia and Typhoid 

58. A line drawn from the sun to a planet, moving around 
it, sww'ps over a fixed area in a given interval of time. This is 
according to; 

(a) Kepler's law ((>) dun's l.aw 

(c) I enz's l.aw (d) Bragg's l.aw 

59. Along which one of the lollowing parallels would the 
relative iuimidity be found to be the maximum? 

(a) 15- (b) 50" 

(r) 45' id) 60" 

60. The battle of Waihand was fought between; 

(a) Mahmud Ghaznavi and Anandpala 

(b) Mahmud (ihaznavi and Mahipal 

(c) Mahmud lihaznavi and Masud 

(d) Mahmud (ihaznavi and Khokhars 

61. Article 280 of the Constitution of India pnivides for the 
cjuinquennial appointment of; 

■ (a) Planning Commission 

(b) I'iscal Commission 
(f) Tariff Commission 
(d) Finance Commission 

62. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 

1. Insular location Afghanistan 

2. Continental Poland 

.5. Peninsular Saudi Arabia 

4. Littoral Belgium 


Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
Codes; 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 3 and 4 

63 The Turkish armies in early medieval period succeeded 
against the Rajputs because of: 

(a) artillery 

(b) infantry 

(c) cavalry 

(d) armoury 

64. Fundamental Rights in Indian Constitution have been 
taken from the: 

(a) Russian Constitutioit 
{/)) U.S. Constitution 

(c) English Constitution 

(d) Act of 1935 

65. That the World Trade Drganisation (WTO) is a force or 
a flop will depend not on its merits or demerits as a viable effective 
structure but on: 

(fl) educating public opinion in member countries 

(b) introduction of the idea of sustainable development 
in relation to the optimal use ot world's resources 

(c) .securing a better share ol growth in international trade 
for developing countries 

(d) the political will of the member nations 

66. Which one of *he following scientists is credited with 
the successful production of the first "cloned sheep"? 

(ii) Dr Don Wolf 

(b) Dr H.(i. Khorana 

(c) Dr Ian Wilmut 
id) Dr Dolly 

67. The correct sequential order in which one would cross 
the given rivers while travelling from Bangalore to Delhi is; 

(a) Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri, Yamuna, Chambal 
(ft) Kaveri, Chambal, Godavari, Narmada, Yamuna 
(c) Krishna, Godavari, Narmada, Chambal, Yamuna 
{d) Narmada, Kaveri, Godavari, Fapti, Yamuna 

68. Which one ol the following is the correct sequence 
(highest first, lowest last) of the Indian Stales in terms of 
groundnut production^ 

(a) Maharashtra, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 

(b) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra 
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((/) Maharashlrd, (iujarat, lamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 

69. "During the rule of the so-called Slave dynasty the 
empire was divided into provincial units placed under the charge 
of a military officer." 

What was this unit called? 

(a) Manasabadari 
(/') Iqta 
(r) Paragana 
(d) Shiqq 

70. The battle of Talikota destroyed the Mindu kingdom of; 
(fi) Cholas 

(h) Kashtrakiitas 

(c) Bahamani 

(d) Vijayanagar 

71. The greatest contribution of the Romans to the world 
civilization has been: 

(fl) architecture 
(fi) irrigation system 
(r) literature 
(d) ctxio of laws 

72. We have four types of teeth. What is the correct order in 
which they appear in man? 

((/) Premolar, Molar, Canine, Incisor 
(h) Incisor, Premolar, Canine, Molar 
(( ) Premolar. Canine, Molar, Incisor 
(d) Incisor, Canine, Premolar, Molar 
7.3. Avogadro's l aw is olieyed by; 

(<i) solids 
(h) liquids 
(f) gases 

(if) solids, liquids and gases 

74. Which one of the following categories of forests iKcupies 
the largest percentage area in India? 

(a) ( oniferous forests (f)) Deciduous forests 

(c) I'vergreen forests (d) Thorny bushes 

71. Match l ist I with List II and select the correct answer 
from the codes given below the Lists: 

/.(Sf / Lial II 

(The ruler hi whom (The place where the loiiih 
llie lomh relale'i) iras huilt) 

A. Shershah 1. Delhi 

1). Akbar 2 Sahasram 

C. le'iangir ,3. Sikandra (Agra) 

D. Humavun 4. lahore 

Codes: 

A B CD 
(fl) 2 3 14 

(fi) 2 3 4 1 

(() 3 2 14 

(d) 3 2 4 1 

76. The 1997 Magsaysay Award has gone to: 

(a) Siuidar Lai Bahuguna 
(ft) N.C. Mehta 

(c) Kaja Ramanna 

(d) Murlidhar Devidas Amte 


77. Consider the following events: 

1. Nationalisation of RBI 

2. Setting up of Planning Commission 

3. Devaluation of the Indian currency for the second time 

4. Formation of WTO 

The correct chronological sequence of these events is; 

(fl) I, 2, 3, 4 
(ft) 1, 2, 4, 3 
(f) 2,1, 3, 4 
(d) 2, 1, 4, 3 

78. Nutritive value of food stuff is increased by: 

{a) canning 

(ft) enrichment 

(c) fortification 

(d) pasteurization 

79. Which one of the following is the modern tool for 
imaging brain tumors? 

(fl) X-rays 

(ft) Magnetic resonance 

(c) Electron spin resonance 

(d) Ultrasound 

80. Rana Pratap Sagar is associated with: 

(a) hydroelectricity 

(ft) solar energy 

(c) irrigation 

(d) nuclear power 

81. In the sub-continent of India the region frequently 
affected by tropical cyclones is the: 

(a) Gujarat coast 
(ft) Coromandal coast 

(c) Konkan coast 

(d) Malabar coast 

82. Which of the lollowing pairs ol Rulers and the title of 
their autobiography arc correctly matched? 

1. Babur Babur Nama 

2. Humayun Humavun Nama 

3. Akbar Tuzuk-Akbar 

4. jehangir Tu/uk-i-Jehangiri 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 1 
(ft) 2 and 3 
(f) I and 3 
(d) 1 and 4 

83. Who among the following is regarded as the forerunner 
of revenue administration in medieval India? 

(ff) Akbar (ft) Shershah (c) Balban (d) Shahjehan 

84. 1991 to 2000 AD has been designated as the: 

(fl) SAARC Decade of the Girl child 

(ft) SAARC Decade of Literacy 

(c) SAARC Decade of Environment 

(d) SAARC Decade of Poverty Fxadication 

85. A one-man Committee of Justice S.W. Puranik was 
appointed in the wake of corruption charges by a prominent 
social worker against a minister in a Stale government. He also 





went on an indefinite fast to press his charges. The social worker 
in question is; 

(/i) Chhagan Bhujpal 

(b) Anna liazare 

(c) Medha Patkar 

(d) Vyankappa Patki 
86. Debenture is a; 

(<?) certificate issued by a company promising the payment 
of a specified amount at a fixed rate of interest after a 
specified period 

(b) certificate for the investment in shares 

(c) certificate for the preference share 

(d) dividend warrant 

j 87. The State of India with the largest percentage of land 
j area under forest aiver is: 

I (d) Madhya Pradesh 

{b) Arunachal I’radesh 
i (c) Assam 

(d) Orissa 

I 88. Match List I with list II and select the correct answer by 
i using the cixles given below the lists; 

; l.ist I iisl II 

I (Niimr of (Hiiir wlim 

j mitioii) healed I 

A. Indian Institute ol 1 Dehradiin 

I Petroleum 

! li. National Chemic.rl 2. I.iicknow 
Liboratory 

C National botanical .1. I’uni' 

Research Institute 

D bhabha Atomic 4. Bombay 

Research Centre 

“i. Calcutta 

Codes: 

A b C D 

; («) I .4 4 

■ \/i) 1 2 .4 4 

(c) 1 2 4 

(a) 2 4 4 -T 

; 89 Civen below are Iv-o statements, one labelled as 

! Assertion (A) and the otlier labelled as Reason (R)’ 
j Assertum (A): I he rainy tn’pics constitute some ol the largest 

’ blank spaces on the population map ol the world 
I Ri’ii.sdii (R): Rainy tropics havi- enervating climate, dense 
j forest, annoying insects and deadly diseases. 

I In the context ol the above, which one of the following is 
I correct? 

I (ii) Both A and R are true and R is thi- correct explanation 

j ' of A 

j (b) Both A and R are true but R is N't)T a correit 

I explanation of A 

j (c) A is true but R is false 

id) A is false but R is true 

90. Baku is famous for the production of: 

I (fl) Copper 


(b) Iron ore 
(f) Mica 
(d) Petroleum 

91. Which one of the following was NOT a capital town 
during the medieval India? 

(a) Jaunpur 

(b) Ahmednagar 

(c) Allahabad 
fd) Mandii 

92. Consider the following stati*ments: 

The downfall of the Mughal Empire has been attributesj to 

1. social and economic causes 

2. military causes 

X political and institutional causes 
4 religious causes 
Of these statements: 

(d) 1 and 2 are correct 

(b) 2 and 3 arc correct 

(c) 1 and 3 are correct 

(d) 1 and 4 are cornvt 

93 IMF and IBRD were established in: 

(ii) 1919 and 1939 

(b) 1939 and 1944 

(c) 1944 and 1948 

(d) 1944 

94. Dialysis is used in the case of a patient sutfei'ing from 
(«) Mi'arl pri>lilems 
(b) Kidney problems 
(i ) Respiratory diseases 
(d) Neurological disorders 

95 Scientists given in I .ist I have been awarded Nobel prizes 
Iw ice. Match their names with the areas giv en in l.ist II in which 
thev have receivixl two Nobel prizes and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists' 

Hat I Halil 

A. Madame Curie I. Physics aiul Physics 

B. I.inus Pauling 2. Physics and Chemistry 

( . |ohn B.irvkvn 3 Chemistry and Chemi.strv 

D. Frederick Sanger 4, Chemistry ami Pimcc 

Codes: 

A B C D 
(a) 2 4 1 3 

(/•) 4 2 3 1 

(■■) 4 2. I 3 

id) 2 4 3 1 

9f). (liven below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (.A) and the other lebellinl as Reason (R). 

A^aerliiiii (A); The vegetation of a region is a true index ot its 
climate. 

Reaaoii (R) The plants are the natural meteorological 
instruments. 

In the conU'xt ot the above two statements, vv hirh one of the 
following is correct? 

(<i) Both A and R arc true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 
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j {b) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a correct 

I explanation of A 

(f) A is true but R is false 
(d) A is false but R is true 

97. Consider the following four Maratha leaders: 

1. Ahilyabai 2. Nana Phadnavis 

3. Sadashiva Rao 4. Shambhaji 

The chronological order in which they died is; 

(a) 4, 3, 1, 2 (b) 2, 1, 3, 4 

(c) 3, 4, 2, 1 («/) 1, 3, 2, 4 

98. I’ather Panchali, a film by Satyajit Ray, was based on a 
novel by 

(fl) Tarasankar Banerjee 
(/i) Bibhutibhushan Banerjee 
(f) Saradindu Banerjee 

(d) Rabindranath Tagore 

99. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Areas near the equator receive rainfall 
throughout the year. 

Reason (R): High temperature and high humidity cause 
convection rain to fall in most afternoons near, the equator. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is true? 

(fl) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 

(l>) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a correct 
explanation of A 
(r) A IS true but R is false' 

(d) A is false but R is true 

100. Bill Gates is associated with; 

(a) pharmaceuticals 

(fe) iron and steel 
i (c) petroleum 

j (d) computer software 

101. The last Nawah of Awadh was: 

(a) Mohammad Ali Shah 

I [o) VVajid Ali Shah 

j (() Nasir ud-Din 

; id) Nisiniddaulah 

I 102. The dotted line in the given map represents the july 
J isotherm of- 
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(fl) lO-C 

{b) 20T 

(c) 30“C 

(d) 40'’C 

103. Consider the following statements associated with 
Eartti movements: 

1. The Earth rotates on its axis from east to west 

2. The Earth rotates in a tipped-over position 

3. TTie Earth follows an elliptical orbit about the Sun 

Of these statements 

(a) 1,2 and 3 are correct 

(b) I and 2 ate correct 

(c) 2 and 3 are correct 

(d) 1 and 3 are correct j 

104. Given below are two statements, one labelled as j 

Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): j 

Assertion (A): Balanced diet is one which gives us correct j 
proportions of carbohydrates, proteins, fats, minerals and 1 
vitamins to provide enough energy and .’nough material for | 
growtli and other activities of the body. j 

Reason (R): The amount of each substance required depends : 
on age, sex, occupation of the individuals and on the climatic i 
conditions of the place where one lives. i 

In the context of the above two statements, which one ot the | 
following is correct? 

(fl) Both A and R arc true and R is the correct explanation ! 
of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a correct 

explanation of A I 

(c) A is true hut R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

105. Which among the following was NOT annexed by- 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh? 

(a) Peshawar 

(b) Kashmir 

(c) Multan 

(d) Beas-Sutlej territory 

ANSWERS 


56. 

(0 

57. (d) 

58. (a) 

59. (b) 

60. (a) 

61. 


62. (./) 

6.3. (c) 

64. (b) 

65. (c) 

66. 

<X) 

67. (c) 

68. (b) 

69. (c) 

70. (d) 

71. 

(a) 

72. (d) 

73. (c) 

74. (b) 

75. (b) 

76. 

O') 

77. (a) 

78. (b) 

79. (b) 

80. (a) 

81. 

(a) 

82. (d) 

83. (b) 

84. (a) 

85. (b) 

86. 

(fl) 

87. (fl) 

88. (c) 

89. (b) 

90. (d) 

91. 

(c) 

92. (d) 





93. (d) (After governmental ratification the IBRD 

was constituted late in 1945 and the IMF in 
1946) 

94. (b) 95. (a) 96 (a) 97. (a) 98. (b) 

99. (a) 100. (d) 101. (b) 102. (c) 103. (c) 

104. (c) 105. (b) 





OyjrOTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 





QnandtaiivB ApiHude 

West Bengal Cooperative Service Commission Examination, 16th November, 1997 


1. A man sells a watch at 5% profit. If he had sold it for Rs 
12.50 more, his profit would have been 10%. What is the cost price 
of the watch? 

(a) Rs 200 (b) Rs 250 

(c) Rs 220 (d) Rs 190 

2. The sum of the present age of the father and that of the son 
is 88 years. 8 years ago, the age of the father was 3 times the age 
of the son. Find the present age of the father. 

(a) 60 years (b) 64 years 

(c) 62 years (d) 66 years 

3.15 chair*) and 2 tables cost Rs 4,000. Find the cost ot 12 
chairs and 3 tables, if the cost of 10 chairs be equal to that of 4 
tables. 

(a) Rs 4,000 (b) Rs 4,200 

vie) Rs 3,900 (d) Rs 3,600 

4. The sum of nine odd integers is 99. Find the average of the 
greatest and the least of these integer*.. 

{a) 13 (b) 11 

(c)9 W)15 

5. reduced to its lowest term is: 




16 


( 1 . The G.C.M. and L.C.M. of 2 two-digit numbers are 16 and 
480. Find the numbers. 

(nj40,48 (b)60,72 

(c) 61, 80 id) 80, 96 

7. A train travels from Hov. rah to Burdwan at the rate of 
30 km/hr and returns at the rate of 40 km/hr. Find the average 
rate per hour for the whole journey. 

{«) 34 km (b) 35 km 


{c)34^km 


(d) .34’^ km 


8! The girls in a class comprise ^ of the whole class. There 

ate 6 more boys than girls in the class. Find the number of boys 
in the class. 

(a) 24 (b) 18 (c) 21 (d) 28 

9. Spending Rs 1,200 daily for 7 days, I ran into a debt which 
was cleared in 9 days after I reduced my daily expense to Rs 880. 
Find my daily income. 

(a) Rs 1,000 (b) Rs 1,020 

(c) Rs 1,040 (d) Rs 1,025 


1 1 

10. If of a certain number be added to of it, the result 

is greater than half the number by 15. Find the number. 

(n) 180 (b) 140 

(c) 144 (d) 240 ^ 

11. If 50 men can do a piece of work in 12 days, working 8 
hours a day, how many hours a day would 60 men have to work, 
in order to do another piece of work twice as great in 16 days? 

(fl) 10 hours (b) 9 hours 

(c) 8 hours (d)9 2 hours 

12. Find the least number of soldiers that can be arranged 
into 12,15 or 18 rows and can also be arranged in a solid square, 

(fl) 1800 (b) 720 

(c) 600 \d) 900 

13.6 mangoes are bought for Rs 5 and 5 mangoes are sold for 
Rs 6. Find the percentage profit in the transaction. 

(fl) 48% (b) 367o 

(c) 42% (d) 44% 

14. What is the least number which is exactly divisible by 7, 
but when divided by 6,8 and 9 respectively leaves the remainder 

3 in each case? 

(a) 147 (b) 294 

(c) 169 (d) 2.59 

15.5 chairs and 2 tables cost Rs 1,080. The cost of 2 chairs is 
equal to that of a table. Find the cost of 2 chairs and 5 tables. 
(fl)Rs 1,440 (b)Rs 1,480 

(r) Rs 1,380 (d) Rs 1,420 

16. Abox contains a total of 315 coins of 1 rupee, 50 paise and 
25 pai.*5e coins in the ratio of their values 11:9:4. Find the number 
of 25 paise coins. 

(fl) 112 (b) 126 

(c) 78 id) 92 

17. A boy after giving away ^ of his money to one friend and 

4 

g of the remainder to another has Rs 2 left. How much money 

did he have at first? 

(fl) Rs 10 (b) Rs 12 

(c) Rs 15 (d) Rs 20 

18. What day will be April 6,2001 A.D.? 

(fl) Friday (b) Saturday 

(c) Thursday (d) Sunday 

19. In two types of detergent powders, the ratio of soda and 
soap-dust is 2:19 and 1; 11 respectively. If 7 kg of the first type 
is mixed with 4 kg of the second, what will be the ratio of soda to 

JULY -98 COMPETITION MASTER 10M 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


soap-dust in the new detergent? 

(fl) 1 ; 11 (b) I : 10 

(c) 2 ; 19 (d) 2 :18 

20. A fraudulent shopkeeper gains 8% at the time of purchase 
and sells his goods at a profit of 10%. Find his total gain per cent. 


(a) 187., 

(c) 18 ^% 


(b) 18^70 
(( 0182 % 


. 21.5 years ago, the ratio of the ages of a mother and her son 
was 4 : 1, and 3 years hence the ratio will be 16 ; 7. What is the 
present age of the mother? 

(a) 29 years (b) 17 years 

(f) 32 years [d) 30 years 

22. A contractor employs 20 men to complete a job in 10 days, 
but finds it half-finished after 6 days. How many additional men 
will have to be engaged to complete the job in time? 

{a) 9 (b) 8 

(c) 12 {d) 10 

23. The average daily expenditure of a person in the month 
of July of a certain year was Rs 68. The average for the first ISdays 
was 85 and for the last 17 days Rs 51. How much did he spend 
on the 15th of the month? 

(fl) Rs 51 (b) Rs 34 

(f) Rs 41 - (d) Rs 38 

24. The interest of a sum of money at the end of 6 ^ years is 
of the sum itself. In what time will the sum double itself at the 

16 

same rate? 

(a) 16 years (b) 10 years 

(c) 20 years (d) 18 years 

25. In an examination on reading and writing every student 
passed at least in one of the subjects and 150 of them passed m 
both. If 80% of the students passed in reading, and 707, in writing, 
find the total number of students in the school. 

(fl) 400 (b) 300 

(c) 31,'. (d) 4.50 

26. The simplified value ot 


1 > of ^ 4 

2 2 2 


3 1 

27. A person gave of his property to his son, ^ to his 

daughter and the rest (Rs 2,700) to his wife. How much did the 
daughter get? 

(fl) Rs 1,400 (b) Rs 1,200 

(c) Rs 1,500 (d) Rs. 1,600 

28. A, B and C invest capital in a business in the ratio 
A: B = 2:3 and B: C = 2; 5. What will be A's share of a total profit 
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of Rs 1,000? 

(fl) Rs 350 (b) Rs 240 

(c) Rs 160 (d) Rs 180 

29. The number of prime numbers between 10 and 30 is: 

ffl)5 {b)4 

(c)7 (d)6 

30. A train passes a platform 120 metres long in 40 seconds 
and a pole in 24 seconds. The speed of the train is; 

(fl) 36 km/hr (b) 40 km/hr 

(c) 27 km/hr (d) 18 km/hr 

31. A boat takes 2 times as long to row a distance upstream 
as to row the same distance downstream. If the river flows at the 
rate of 1 km/hr, the speed of the boat in still water is: 


(fl) 3 km/hr 
(t) 4 km/hr 

32. The simplified value of 

3.6(3.92x.3.92-1.18x1.1 8) . 
2.74x1.02 

(fl) 12 (b) 14 

(f)18 (d)9 

33. 7 m is.per cent of 40 m. 


(b) 3-^ km/hr 
(d) 4^ km/hr 


34. If Rs 810 is divided among X, Y and Z in such a way that 
Z gets thrice as much as Y does, and Y gets twice as much ns X 
does, then Y gets: 

(fl) Rs 260 (b) Rs 180 

(c) Rs 240 (d) Rs 160 

35. The ratio of wages of 2 workers is 5:6. If the first worker 
gels Rs 11 more than what the sc*cond does, then their total wage 
is: 

(fl) Rs 77 (b) Rs 99 

(c) Rs 121 (d) Rs 144 

36 The ratio of incomes ot A and B is 5 ; 3 and that of their 
expenditures is 8 : 5. If their savings are in the ratio of 2 ■ 1 and 
theii total savings is Rs 3,600, then the income of A is: 

(fl) Rs 12,000 (b) Rs 7,200 

(c) Rs 7,800 (d) Rs 9,100 

.37. Four bells once toll together; then they toll at intervals of 
11 3 

1,1 ^, 1 2 and 1^ seconds. After what interval of time will they 
toll together again? 

(fl) 1 min 40 sec (b) 1 min 30 sec 

(c) 1 min 35 sec (d) 1 min 45 sec 

38. Between 3 O'clock and 4 O'clock, the hands of a clcnk are 
in the same straight line at; 


(c)3-17^ 
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39. In a day Adoes twice as much work as B does. If A takes 
60 days less than the time B takes to complete the work, they 
together will complete the work in: 

(fl) 30 days (6) 40 days 

(c) 45 days (d) 50 days 

40.10% of 15% of 20% of Rs 500 is; 

{fl)Rsl5 (b)Rs 15.50 

(c)Rsl.50 (d) Re 0.15 

41. The missing digit in 1276 * so that the number is a perfect 
square is; 

{«)1 (h)4 

(c)8 {d)9 

42.30% of A's income is equal to 22% of B's income. If A earns 
Rs 660, what is B's income? 

{a)Rs900 (6)Rs440 

(c) Rs 990 (d) Rs 484 

43. If the sides of a square arc increased two-fold, then the 
percentage increase in area of the square will be: 

(fl) 200 (b) 400 

(c) 300 (d) None of these 

44. A watch was sold at a gain of 16%. If the price was 
Rs 20 more, the gain would have been 20%. The cost of the 
watch was: 

(fl) Rs 450 (6) Rs 5(K) 

(c) Rs 550 (d) Rs 600 

45. The least integer which when divided by 12,16 and 20 
leaves remainders 8,12 and 16 respectively is; 

(fl) 244 (b) 230 

(c) 224 (d) 236 

46. Acyclist covering a distance of 40 km would have mached 
1 hour earlier if he had run at an increased speed of 2 km/hr. His 
speed (in km/hr) was; 

(fl)6 (b)8 

(c) 10 (d) 12 

47. The distance between Bandel and Asansol is 100 
km. A leaves Bandel for Asansol and walks at the rate of 
3 km/hr. 3 hours later B starts from .Asansol for Bandel and 
walks at 3.5 km/hr. Find the distance from Asansol when 
they would meet- 

(fl) 51 km (b) 49 km 

(c) 53 km (d) 52 km 

48. In an examination, 7,500 candidates appeared tach of¬ 
fered either Physics or Chemistry or both. If 75% offered Physics 
and 45% Chenaistry, bow many offered both? 

. (fl) 1,000 (b) 1,500 

(c) 1,750 (d) 2,000 

49. If a man takes 2 hours to row 7 km upstream or 15 km 
downstream, what is the speed of the current in kinph? 

(fl)l (b)2 

(c)3 (d)4 

50.1 spent ^tb of an amount on foodgrains and "^of the rest 

on clothes. If I am now left with Rs .300, what was the total amount? 
(fl) Rs 500 (b) Rs 700 

(c) Rs 800 (d) Rs 900 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) let CP = Rs 100, P = 5% S.P. = Rs 100 + 5 = 105 

If P = 10% then S.E = 110 

Difference between two S.P.s = 110 -105 = Rs 5 

If difference is Rs 5, then C.P. = Rs 100 

If difference is Rs 12.50 then C.P. = >^12.25= Rs 250 

2. (c) let father's present age be x years 

son's present age = 88 - x years 
A.T.5. X- 8 = 3 (88 - X - 8) x = 62 years 

3. (c) Let cost of a chair and a table be Rs x and y respectively. 

A.T.S. 15x + 2y = 4000 .... (i) 12x + 3y = ? - 

lOx = 4y .... (li) 

Solving (j) and (ii), x = 200, y = 500 
12x + 3y = 12 x 200 + 3 x 500 = Rs 3900 

4. (b) S = ■|[2x+(9 -1)2] .-.99 = “(2x + 16) .-.x = 3 


11 


9 = x + (9-l)P = 3 + 8 x2 = 19 , 

Average of greatest and least = ^^2 ^ = 
Difference between two consecutive odd integers 

5. (c) 

6. (d) Nos. must be divisible by 16 (G.C.M.) 

Nos may be 64,80 or 80, 9b 
But L.C.M. of 80 and 96 = 480 

7. (c) Average speed = ^ 3 ^ 0 ^= ^7 

8. (fl) Let the no. of girls be x Nt' of boys = x + 6 

AT.S. x = 2 + x=18 

No. of boys = x + b = 18 + b = 24 

9. (b) Let my d.:!ily income be Rs x 

A.T.S. 7(1200 - x) = 9 (x - 880) x = Rs 1020 

10. (fl) Ix?t the no. be x A. + .K = A 4 ^3 ^ x = 180 

3 4 2 

Hours 
8 
x 


li. (fl) Men Days Work 
50 12 1 

60 16 2 

more men less hours 


60; 50 

more days less hours 
16 : 12 

more work more hours 
1:2 


: 8 ; x 
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60x16x1 


X = 10 hours 


12. (d) LCM of 12,15,18 = 180 = 

Reqd. least no. = 2\ 3’x5^ = 900 

13. (d) 1 .et the no. of mangoes be 30 

C.P. of 30 mangoes = ^ ^ 30 = Rs 25 

S.p.= -1x30 =Rs36 

5 

P = 36 - 25 = Rsll P%= •ilxl00*44 
25 

14. (fl) LCM of 6, 8, 9 = 72 

72 X1 + 3 = 75, not divisible by 7 

72 x 2 + 3 = 147, divisible by 7 

15. (fl) .5x + 2y = 1080 .... (;) x = Cost of a chair 

2x = y or 2x - y = 0 .... (it) y = Cost of a table 

Solving {;) and (li), x = 120, y = 240 

2x + 5 y = 2 X120 + 5 x240 = Rs 1440 

16. (fl) IRe 50p 25p 

Ratio of values 11 : 9 : 4 

Ratio of no. of coins 11x1: 9x2 : 4x4=11:18:16 

No. of 15 paise coins ■=-^-x315= 112 

11 + 18 + 16 

17. (c) x-[J+|of(x-|)l = 2 

X -[■J + -|x^l = 2 => x= 15 

18. (a) Complete years 2000 

No. of odd days in 2000 = 0 
in Jan = 3 
Feb = 0 

March = 3 1 

April =ji_ 7 rTF 

12 _7_ 

5 

19. (b) Soap in 7 kg of I type and 4 kg of II 

= —2—x7 + -J“X4 = lke 
2 + 19 12 ^ 

Soap-dust in 7 kg of I type and 4 kg of 11 

^ Iix7 + -lix4 = 10kg 
21 12 ® 

Reqd ratio = 1 :10 

20. (c) Let C.P. be Rs 100. As he gain 8% while buying 

cost of goods = Rs 108, Gain while selling » 10% 

S.P. of goods = 

.•.Net gain = 


21. (fl) Let mother's and son's present ages be x and y respectively 

^ 4 

A.T.S. y _ 5 ~ 1 or X - 4y = -15 .... (i) 

and Xt3 =16. or 7x -16y = 27 .... (ii) 
y + 3 7 

Solving (i) and (ii), we get x = 29 years 

22. (d) Work Days Men 

i 6 20 6 : 4 = X : 20 


Remaining days 
= 10-6 = 4 


Xs: ^^=30 
4 

Inverse variation 


Extra mei\ reqd. = 30 - 20 = 10 

23. (b) Money spent on 15th of the month 

= 85 xl5 + 51 x17-68 x 31 = Rs 34 


PxlOO 


24. (c) R = 


Let P = Rs 100 
A = Rs 200 
.-.S.I. = Rs 100 

j _ SI XIQP _ IQQ . x , IQQ _ 2JJ 
‘ PxR 100x5 

25. (b) Let total no. of students be 100 

n(AUB) = n(A) + n(B)-n(AnB) 

100 = 80 + 70 - n(AnB) .-.n (ApB) = 50 
If no. of students passed in botlt = 150 

then total students = 150. x 100 = 300 
50 

[n (ApB) = no. of students passed in both] 

Total time taken = 7 hrs 15 min + 1 hr = 8 hrs 15 min. 


^ X 2 X ^ 


_l^ixl-l= 

4 2 2 4 


27. (c) X _5x._JJ. = 2700 .-. x = 6000 

10 4 

Daughter's sliare = “ O^iO Rs 1500 

28. (c) A : B : C 

2 : 3 

2:5 
4 : 6 : 15 


A's share > 


4 + 6 + 15 


X1000=R6 160 
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29. (d) Prime nos. between 10 and 30 are 11,13,17,19,23,29 i.e. 

6 . 

30. (c) Let the speed of train be x m/sec 

Length of train = Distance covered in passing the pole 
= Sxt = xx24 = 24x m 

Let\gth of train + Length of platform .. j-JQ 
X " ~ S 

24X + 12Q = 

sec 

X 2 

^ lSxia = 27km/hr 

2 5 

.31. (fl) Let the speed of boat in still water be x km/hr 
Speed downstream = x + 1 km/hr 
Speed upstream = x -1 km/hr 

T = § A.T.S.=2 -^^=>x = 3 
S x-1 x+1 


41. (d) Clearly the reqd. digit is 9 



113 

1 

1276* 


1 

21 

27 


21 

223 

669 


669 


X 


32. (f) — 


2.74x1.02 ■ “ 

[a^ - b^ = (a - b) (a + b)] 

33. (b)x%of40 = 7 .•.-i^~x40 = 7 .-. x = x 7 = 17 

100 40 2 

34. (h) Let X's share be Rs x, Y's share = 2x 

Z'sshare = 6x .-.x + Zx + bx = 810 => x = 90 
Y'sshare = 2x = 2 x90 = 180 

3.3. (f) 6x - 5x = 11 .-.x =11 6x + 5x = llx = 11 x H = 121 

36. (fl) A'ssaving = x3600 = 2400 .-.B'ssaving = Rs 1200 

^ .5Xj r . 24QQ = & =5 X = 2400 

^ 3x-120() 5 

.. A's income = 5x = 5 x 24 = Rs 12000 

37. (d) Rt.|d time = LCM of ^ 

= JJ35. = ]05sec= 1 min. 45 sec. 

HCFofl, 4, 2, 4 1 

38. (fl) 

39. (h) Let time taken by B to do the work be x days 

.-.B's one day's work = ■^, A's one day's work = ^ 

.-.A can do the work in days .-.x - ■^= 60 .-.x = 120 

Wnrk done by both in one day 

1 ^ 2_ _1_, _2__ _3__Jl 

X x" 120"^ 120" 120 "40 

A and B will do the job in 40 days 


42. (fl) 32% of X = 30% of 660 x = Rs 900 

43. (c) I2i]^zJiixl00 = % increase in area = 300 

X2 

44. (b) LetC.P. = Rsl00 

If gain = 16% then S.P. = 116 

If gain = 20% then S.P. = Rs 120 
difference = 120 - 116 = Rs 4 
If difference between two S.P.s is Rs 4, then C.P. = Rs 100 

If difference between two S.P.s L' Rs 20, then C.P. = ^ 

= Rs500 

45. (fl) 12 16 20 LCM of 12, 16, 20 = 240 

8 12 16 Reqd. no. = 240 + 4 = 244 

4 4 4 

46. (b) T = § 4Q—40.- = 1 .-.x = 8, -10 

® X x + 2 

But speed can't be -ve .-. x = 8 km/hr 

47. (b) Let the reqd distance be x 

Alias covered 3 x 3 = 9 km when B started walking 
from Asansol for Bandel. 

Let they meet at C. T = ■^ 
or X = 49 km 

48. (b) Candidates offered in both = (75 + 45 - 100)% = 20% 

No. of candidates offered in both = 20'!'o of 7500 = 1500 

49. (b) Let the speed of rowing in still water be x km/hr and that 

of current be y km/hr 
Speed downstream = x + y km/hr 
Speed upstream = x - y 

A.TS. x + y=^ S=-^ 


2 

x-y= 


li-Z 


Subtracting we get 2y » j “ 2 ^ ^ 

50.(c)x-t^ + ^>'(x-J)l = 300 x*80O 




JULY’S8 COMPETITION MASTER t06B 

. 


liestofReasoniiHi—I 


Qs. 1-8. Find out the missing numbers in the series given 
below: 


(d) 27 


1. 7; 11; 13; 17; 19;.... ^ 

(fl) 21 (h) 22 (c) 25 (d) 23 

(e) None of these 

2. 6; 13; 19; 26;...; 39. 

(a) 29 (h) 31 (c) 52 (d) 34 

(e) None of these 

3. ...; 8; 12; 24; 36; 72. 

(fl) 2 • (6) 3 (c) 6 Id) 4 

(e) None of these 

4. 7; 8; 14; 16; 21; 24;... 

(fl) 28 (b) 26 (c) 30 {d) 32 

(?) None of these 

5. 6; 12; 8; 16;...; 20. 

(fl) 12 (b) 10 (c) 14 (d) 18 

(?) None of these 

6. 13; 16; 22;...; 43; 58. 

(fl) 25 (b) 31 (?) 29 (d) 27 

(?) None of these > 

7. 7; 8; 15; 23;...; 61. 

(fl) 29 (b) 34 (?) 38 (d) 42 

(?) None of these 

8. 3;...; 8; 17; 33; 58. 

(fl) 7 (b) 6 (?) 4 (d) 3 

(?) None of these 

Qs. 9-13. In each of the following series of numbers, one 
of the numbers in each question does not belong to the series. 
Your task is to spot it out. 

9. 84; 91; 99; 105; 112. 

(fl) 84 (b) 91 (?) 99 

(d) 105 (?) 112 

10. 85; 100,121; 144; 169. 

(fl) 85 (b) 100 (?) 121 

(d) 144 (?) 169 

11. 8; 12; 18; 27; 39. 

(fl) 8 (b) 12 (?) 18 

(d) 27 (?) 39 

12. 43; .34; 54; 45; 62; 56. 

(fl) 34 (b) 54 (?) 45 

(d) 62 (?) 56 

13. 181; 175; 166; 157; 145. 

(fl) 181 (b) 175 (?) 166 

(d) 157 (?) 145 

Qs. 14-15. in all the three sets in the following questions, 
the numbers follow the same arrangement. Your task is to find 
out the right number in place of question marks. 


(f) 121 


14. 15(45)6; 3(18)12; 10(?)4. 

(fl) 15 (b) 20 

(?) 18 (d) 16 

(?) None of these 

15. 3(16)5; 1(15)4; 4(9)?* 

(fl) 3 (b) 4 

(?) 5 (d) 6 

(?) None of these 
Qs. 16-22. Find the odd-man out: 


16. (a) DFJ 
(d) TVZ 

17. (a) LJG 
(d) TRP 

18. (a) NMJK- 
(d) MLIJ 

19. (a) CT23 
(d) FP22 

20. (fl) SC13 
(d) UG14 

21. (fl) TM 
(d) ZV 

22. (fl) DZ 
(d) NT 


(b) LNQ 
(?) WYC 
(b) RPM 
(?) CAX 
(b) GFCD 
(?) EDAB 
(b) GK18 
(?) MR32 
(b) VF17 
(?) WT3 
(b) VP 
(?) BZ 
(b) GX 
(?) PR 


(?) BDH 
(?) YWT 
(?) VUQR 
(?) MP29 
(?) RP2 

(?) xs 


Qs. 23, 24 and 2S are based on the figure given below: 


.2 


'CD 


(?) 166 


23. Triangle KLA is related to the triangle EDC in the same 
way as the triangle GHI is related to: 

(a) ABC (b) GFE 

(?) ALK (d) TKJ 

(?) None of these 

24. GE is related to IK as EC is related to: 

(a) KA (b) AC 

(?) IG (d) CB 

(?) None of these 

25. How many triangles are there in the figure? 

(fl) 6 (b) 8 

(?) 10 (d) 12 

(?) None of these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
iout which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


oxD ODx onx onx nox 
xno xno axo nxo nxo 
□ ox Dox Gox 0X0 nxo 


□ ox GOX OGX GOX GOX 

□ ox GXO GOX OXG OXG 

□ XO GXO GXO XGO XGO 


o 






OO CQCCO 
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□ o 
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y w 
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□ O 
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46. 
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Given below are two sets of figures, the problem figures marked I, II, III and IV and the answer figures marked A, B, C, 
D and E. Figures I and If have a definite relationship, you have to find out the answer figure that has the same relationship with 
fig. III. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 



1 

II 

III 

IV 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

56. 

a 

fH 


? 







57. 

fl O 

V 

4 

It' o 

A 

? 


i 

t 

I 

1 

1 

58. 



i 

7 


m 


g 


1^ 

59. 

°)]K° 

ii>y<ii 

3{)E 

7 

1 






60. 

a 

▼ 



7 

1 

m 

i 

m 

i 


81. 

??? 

0 V 
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o o 
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? 

f 

f 

LSU 

T 

f 

62. 

imi 



7 


#§0 

Ogn 




63. 


A 

[o] 

7 


vay 

m 

w 

/A 

\ey 

64. 

o oo 
X o 

O XH 

BOX 
X o 

0X0 

□ □□ 
AO 
□ AO 

7 


O AG 
AG 
□ AG 

OG A 
AG 
□ AG 

OG A 
□ A 
□ AG 

OG A 
AG 
AG A 

□ O A 
□ A 

□ AG 

65. 

Cp) 


)S{ 

? 

J 


X 
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Find the odd-man out; 


A B C D E 


72. 
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V X A 
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+ + + 
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o II o 
O O II 

O O II 


0 



a-5 


1 


IX 














e o 

o 

© © 

□ □ 

□ 

n □ 

■ 

A A 

A 

A A 

■n E=i 

□ 

CH ezi 

O 9 

O 

© © 



V + 
X e 
D 



D 


X -f 
V e 
E 


i 
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Qs. 72-75. In each of the following questions, a figure is 
given. You have to choose from A, B, C, D and E its correct 
water-image. 






ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (it) It i>< <1 series of prime numbers. 

2. (r) Go on adding 7, n, 7, 6 (o numbers by turn. 

3. (if) The numbers are double and IK times of the preceding number by 

turn. 

4. (a) There are two st>ries, 7, 14, 21, 28 and 8,16, 24 ... 

.S. (/i) Make sets of two; the second number is double of the first number. 

6. (!') Go on ad'!; ig (i, <>, 12, 13 .. to numbers 

7. (r) Each number is the total ol its two preceding numbers. 

8. (c) Go on adding 1-', 2-, V, 4- to numbers. 

(i 1 Ought to be 98, the numbers have a difference of 7 

10 (<lj Ought to be 81 The .senes is ‘J’; It)-; 1|-'; 12’ . 

11 (e) Ought to be 40.5. Hach number is IK of the preceding number. 

12 (if) .Make .sets ol two and reverse the digits, hence should be 65 as the 

next .set increases by 11 

13 (O Go on deducting 6,8, 10,12... from numbers hence it ought to be 167. 

14 (h) The arrangement is, the product of the numbers nutsi.ie the bracket 

is divided by 2 for the number in bnicket. 

15. (rl Deduct the square of the number on left from the square of number 
on right to get the number in bracket 
Tor ijin-stieiis 16 In 18, (ktk llir ;x«ifiDii Die (eflrr m the alplwiniiail onicr, for 
19lh. ilJil llh' iiiwilicr of llicir jtosihoii in llw alpfuilvficiil oriln and for 20lli, deduct them. 
For ifuenlioiK 21 and 22, «iv the rrliitmfhip among first and second letters sqxirately. 
16 (h) 17. (if) 18. (c) 19. (f) 20. (ft) 

21 (id 22. (if) 23 (c) 24. (a) 25. (c) 

For ansavriiig the next li/pe of qiiesliomi, keep the follotumg guidelines in 
mind II- llii’i/ might prurr helpful' 
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I. Study each figure independently as well as in relationship with other 
figures 

II. Figures often move accoiding to a set pattern. The movement may be 
clockwLse, anti-clockwise, corner to comer, along certain points, up and down, 
right and left and vice-versa. Different figures in the question may follow 
different paths. It is not necessary for a figure to move at the same pace, it may 
gain or lose a step dunng movement. (Examples, 26, 31, 37, 41 etc.) 

III. Something may be added or dropped from the figure during its 
movement or without movement. (Examples, 33, 40, 44, 48, 54 etc.) 

IV. The figures may tilt, swing, nitate or bend without changing iheir 
place. (Examples, 29, .34, 39, 42, 43, 51 etc.) 

'V. The figures may have certain relationship in sets of two or three. 
(Examples, 32, .55 etc.) 


26. 

B 

27. A 

28. D 

29. 

A 

30. E 

31. 

B 

.32. 

C 

33. C 

.34. E 

35. 

A 

36. D 

37. 

C 

.38. 

E 

39. C 

40. B 

41. 

C 

42. A 

43. 

E 

44. 

B 

45. D 

46. C 

47 

E 

48. E 

49. 

C 

50. 

E 

51. A 

52. D 

53. 

D 

54. B 

55. 

B 

.56. 

A 

.57. E 

58. A 

59. 

C 

60, D 

61. 

A 

62. 

C 

63. C 

64. B 

65. 

D 




66. 

D. The triangies 

should be 

pointing. 

towards one direction. 




67. C. All the others have two straight lines and two curves. 

68. E. The inner figure should have two sides less. 

69 C. The pattern is wrong 

70. A. Same as above. 

71. E. The paftem is wrong. 


; 'i'. I O'. 





















iBsiofReasMdnih-ll 


Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-nuui out: 


1. (a) idli 

(d) sambhar 

2. (d) cricket 
(d) hockey 

3. (fl) Agra 

(d) Hardwar 

4. {a) knee 
(d) palm 

5. (a) groundnut 
(d) cuminseed 

6. (fl) lemon 
(d) ochre 

7. (fl) pearl 
(d) emerald 

8. (fl) white 


(b) dosa 
(e) uttapam 

(b) tennis 

(c) badminton 

(b) Allahabad 

(c) Varanasi 
(b) elbow 
(e) ankle 

(b) mustard 

(c) rapeseed 
(b) mustard 
(e) crimson 
(b) diamond 
(e) granite 
(b) orange 


(c) bhatoora 
(c) foot-ball 
(c) Kanpur 
(c) wrist 
(c) linseed 
(c) chrome 
(c) marble 
(c) yellow 


is to find out the pair that is different from the others. 


(fl) rain : cloud 
(c) candle : flame 

11. circle : sphere 
(fl) triangle : cone 
(c) rectangle : block 

12. Aries ; Zodiac 
(fl) Sunday : holiday 
(c) September: Year 

13. belt; waist 
(fl) watch : wrist 
(c) socks ; shoes 

14. poetry : literature 
(fl) notes : music 

' (c) portrait; painting 

15. bus : truck 
(fl) road : vehicle 
(c) tripod; triangle 

16. pen : write 
(fl) handkerchief: pocket 
(c) children : play 

Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, three out of 
four given pain of words have similar relationship. Your task 


(b) water; flow 
(d) action: thought 

(b) square : cube 
(d) funnel: cylinder 

(b) foretell: horoscope 
(d) shoes ; foot 

(b) shirt; body 
(d) lipstick : lips 

(b) inventions : science 
(d) chess : brain 

(b) Mars ; Jupiter 
(d) chair; president 

(b) science : invention 
(d) axe: chop 


17. (fl) pen : nib 
(c) water: boat 

18. (fl) python ; reptile 
(f) physics : chemistry 

19. (fl) hammer: paper 
(c) curtain ; shirt 

20. (fl) duck ; swan 
(c) oak : banyan 

21. (fl) smile : frown 
(c) cool : warm 


(b) bicycle : handle 
(d) monkey : tail 
(b) gold ; metal 
(d) chair : furniture 
(b) butter : cheese 
(d) brick : pottery 
(b) magazines : newspapers 
(d) dog : whale 
(b) play ; win 


(d) caught: released 
Qs. 22-26. In each question below is given a word followed 
by its coded form. The same code is applied to all the words. 
Your task is to find out the right code for the words enclosed 
in box. 

22. M a[r1 K E T 


(d) red (c) blue 

Qs. 9-16. In each of the following questions, the two given 

(fl) u (b) b 

23. S I M P L[e] 

(c) k 

(d) 0 

(r) f 

(f) y 

items have a certain relationship. Your task is to identify from 
(a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of words that have the same 

(fl) V (b) y 

24.01. I G H T 

ic) q 

(d) d 

(f) b 

(/) Z 

relationship as the words given in the question. 

9. coffee : beverage 

(fl) h (b) w 

25. M A R[^ 1 N 

(•-■)) 

(d) d 

(<’) V 

(/) q 

(fl) medicine : treatment (b) sparrow : bird 

(c) wine ' addiction (d) stars ; sky 

(fl) u (b) b 

26. P RtljN C E 

(f) w 

(d) X 

(f) d 

(f) f 

10. thunder : lightening 

(fl) f (b) V 

(f) y 

id) d 

(0 g 

(/) X 


27. If, according to a certain code, GUjRAT is 'HWMVFZ' 
then IMPHAL in that code would be: 

(n) JOSEFK (b) JOSMGS 

(c) JORKFS /d) jOTMCS 

Qs. 28-29. According to a certain code, 

'bog rog sog tog' means, 'Mohan loves his brothers', 

'wog gog kog rog' means, 'Some brothers are naugtUN ', 
'mog tog pog wog' means, 'Mohan lias some friends' and 
'bog nog mog gog' means 'His friends are sincere' 

28. What does kog mean? 

(fl) some (b) brothers (c) are (d) naughty 

29. The right code for 'sincere brothers' would be: 

(fl) nog gog (b) rog nog 

(c) rog kog (d) kog gog 

Qs. 30-32. In a family of six, there are parents, their 
unmarried daughter and a son who has a wife and a daughter. 
The women are Madhu, Neena, Priya and Renu and the men 
are Rahul and Sunil. 

I. Sunil is not Priya's father. 

II. Neena is married 

III. Madhu is Priya's grandmother. 
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IV. Ri-nu is not Rahul's daughter. 

30. Whrit is thf relationship between Sunil and Renu? 

(a) brother and sister (b) Son and mother 

(c) father and daughter (d) hasband and wife 

(f) none of these 

31. Which of the four given statements superfluous for 
reaching conclusions? 

(rt) I (h) 11 (.) Ill {(f) IV (e) None 

32. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

I. Renu is Rahul’s si.ster. 

II. Necna is Sunil's daughter-in-law. 
in. Renu is I'riva's aunt. 

IV. Sunil is Rahul's sim. 

V. All are correct. 

{II) I (/>) II (c) 111 ((/) IV (c) V 

Qs. 33-35. Given below arc some statements showing the 
position of six villages A, B, C, D, E and F. 

A is 4 km to the south of C. 

F is 3 km to the west ot D which is 3 km to the south of B. 
1i is 3 km to the west of /\ 

B is 3 km to tire west of C. 

33. Which three \'illages are in a line? 

(d) EAC (b) I'DA (c) DBC 

(d) BDE (c) None 

.34. Which two are the farthest? 

(. 1 ) C & E (h) C & F (c) B & A 

(d) r and A (e) Can't say 

.3.'). A person X starts tor a long walk from E to C via D and 
H at 1(1 A.M at a speed ol 4 km per hour. While Y starts from A 
for B crossing C on the wav at ID. Irt A.M at a speed of 5 km per 
hour. At what time will they cross each other? 

(fl)llA..M. (/>) ll.loA.M. 

to 11.3(1 A.M. (d) 11.4.5 A.M. 

(c) lhe\ will not meet. 

Qs. 36-40. Five girls, Janaki, Kanta, Lcela, Madhuri and 
Ncha are doctor, accountant, dancer, singer and nurse by 
prolession but not in the same order. Study the statements 
given below and match the girls with the right profession, 
lanaki ani! ' eela are not jn any medical proh-ssion. 
Madhuri and W ha are not in nursing profession. 

Kinla and lanaki have no knowledge of any fine art. 

1 eela and Madhuri are ncl dancers. 


(c) B & A 


3i' '..mail 
'7. Kanta 
1 eela 

34 Madhuri 
4(1. Nelia 


(di dvKloi 
iM acioiinlaiU 
(c) dancer 
(til singer 
(/’) nurse 

SYLLOGISMS 


In ciKli i]in‘:ilioii lu'loii’ lire y/iv;i lii'O stiitcnwntf fnlloiivd by 
four iimliiriioii'i iiiimbrmi I, II, III mid IV. Vint liiivr to take llie lino 
Kiirti slitlannih In hr inu- cmi ;/ they nvn to he at mrmnee ioitli 
commonly knoirn fm h Kc./il oil the conclii'nonf mid then decide 
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which of the j(iven conclusions logically follow from the two 
statements, disivf(ardinj( commonly kiiouni facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some trees are cups. 

2. All glasses are trees. 

Conclusions: 

I. All frees are glasses. 

II. Some glasses are cups. 

III. Some cups are not trees. 

IV. No cups is a glass. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Either I or III follows. 

(d) Either II or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All citizens arc poets. 

2. All poets are scientists. 

Conclusions: 

1. All citizens are scienti-sts. 

II. All scientists are poets. 

III. Some scientists are neither poet nor cilizens. 

IV. The scientists that are citizens are not pools, 
(d) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only n follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

((f) Only TV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All flowers arc mangoes. 

2. No mango is sweet. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some flow'crs arc sweet. 

II. No flower is swet't. 

III, All things that are not sweet are mangoes 
rv. All mangoes arc flowers. 

(d) Only I follows. 

(b) Either I or II follows. 

(c) Only n follows. 

(cf) Only IV follows. 

((•) Only III follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some players are fat. 

2. Some players are short. 

Giiic/usions; 

1. Some players are fat as well as short. 

II. Every player is cither fat or short. 

III. Half the players are fat and half short. 

IV. Short players are not thin. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some oranges are bitter. 

2. No red fruit is bitter. 






Conclusions: 

Statement: 

1. Somt’ oranges are red. 

4*). The police have arrested a four-member gang eng«iged 

II. Red oranges arc not bitter. 

in the manufacture of firearms and bombs. 

III. All the fruits other than oranges are red. 

Assumptions: 

IV. Some oranges are not red. 

I. For manufacturing such things, a mimimum set of 

(it) Only I follows. 

four persons is needed. 

(I>) Only II follows. 

II. These persons did not have license of pnrducing 

(c) Only III follows. 

such things. 

((f) Only IV follows. 

III. The gang w'as supplying it.« products to anti-s(rcial 

(c) None follows. 

elements and under-world. 

Stiifcmni/s: 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

46. 1. All books are slabs. 

(b) Oily I and III are implicit. 

2. Some slabs are files. 

(c) Only II and III aa’ implicit. 

Conclusions’ 

(d) Either 11 or III is implicit. 

I. Some books are files. 

(c) All am implicit. 

11. All slabs arc books. 

Statement: 

Ill No file is a book. 

50. Both Sanjay and Mona have applied to the court to get 

IV. Some files are not slabs. 

custody of their two children. 

(ii) Only 11 and IV follow 

Assumptions: 

((>) Fithcr 11 or IV follows. 

1. Sanjay and Mona have had a divorce. 

(c) L'ither 1 or II follows. 

II. Tliey love their children ver\ much, hence don't 

(d) Only IV follows. 

want to part with thi'in. 

(c) Only II follows. 

III. The court would give one child to Sanjav and one 

Stttlcmciih’ 

to Mona. < 

47. 1. Some tables are bags. 

(a) Only I and II aie implicit. 

2. Some bags are stools. 

(/)) Only 11 is implicit. 

Conclusions. 

(c) Only Ill IS implicit. 

1 Some bags are not tables. 

fd) Any one ot the three is implicit 

11. Some stools are not bags. 

(e) All the three are implicit. 

Ill r,\'ery stool is either bag or table. 

Statement: 

IV. The tables that arc stools arc not bags. 

,51. The 'bandh', called hy a politic.il party as a protest 

(a) Only I follows. 

against some of the gewernment policies passed olf pe.uefullv. 

(6) Onl)' 11 follows. 

Assumptions: 

(c) Only 111 follows. 

I. Sometime violent incidents take place during 

f.’l Only IV follows. 

'bandhs'. 

(c) None follows. 

II. The 'bandh' was called bv the members ol one of 

Stiilmcnis: 

the opposition party 

4K. 1. A is shorter than D who is not as tall ns B. 

III. The government has decided tc' revise its poliLios 

2. r is taller tlian C but shorter than F. who is not as tall 

against which the bandh was called 

as A. 

{(() Only 1 and 11 are implicit. 

Ci)iir/i(.si()ns' 

(!') Only III is implicit 

1. D is taller than E. 

(f) Either 11 or 111 is implicit 

11. A is shorter than B. 

(d) None IS implicit. 

III. C is the shortest among them alt. 

(c) All are implicit. 

IV. F is shorter than D. 

Statement. 

(fl) Only I, II and III follow. 

52. The prc'sent minister for Information and Broadcasting 

(b) Only 11, 111 and IV follow. 

has underlined the need to rid the films ot vulgarity and obscenitv. 

((•) Either 11 or IV follows. 

Assumplmns: 

id) All the four follow. 

I, Some films cross the limit of decency in their display 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

of vulgarity. 

In each question below is giivn a statement foliotoed by three 

11. The previous ministers for Intormation and 

assumptions numbered 1, If and III. An assumption is something sup- 

Broadcasting did not sirm to mind obscenity on 

posed or taken for granted. You hove to consider the statement and hie 

the silver screen. 

iis.si<m;>fmns and then decide lohicli of the assumptions is implicit in 

111. Vulgarity and obscenity in tilms is a very nxent 

the statement. Then decide which o/ the answers is correct. 

tradition. 
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(n) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(l) Only III is implicit. 

(rf) Any one ot the three is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statmcnl: 

S.'H. In India, 'Monstxm' is considered as a gamble. 
A'isiimptions: 

I. The force of monsoon does not remain the same, it 
may be weak or strong according to its moods. 

II. People lay stakes on monsoon. 

III. It has been called a gamble due to its uncertainty. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only I and III are implicit. 

(e) All are implicit 
Statement: 

M. Sending children to public schools has become quite an 
expensive affair. 

Assumptions: 

I. Only public schools impart good education to 
pupils. 

II. Government schools arc not so expensive as the 
public schools. 

III. Teachers get better salary in public schools as 
compared to government schools. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only lU is implicit. 
id) None is implicit. 

(c) Any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

.S5. At midnight, a car hit tire footpath and crashed into the 
wall nearby killing three persons who were asleep. 

Assumptions 

I. Some people sleep on footpaths. 

II. The driver of the car was drunk. 

III. The driver lost control over the vehicle due to some 
mechanical defect. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(M Only il is implicit. 

(c) •jther I or II is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) Either I & 11 or 1 & III are implicit. 

In each of the following questions, there is a question followed by 
two statements numbered I and 11. You have to decide whether the data 
provided in the answer is sufficient to answer the questions. Mark 
your 

(fl) if th& data provided in statement 1 alone is sufficient to 
answer the question. 

(b) if the data in statement 11 alone is sufficient to answer 
the question. 

(c) if both I and II are necessary to answer the question. 

(d) if either I or II is sufficient to answer the question. 


(e) if neither I nor II is sufficient to answer the question. 
Statements: i 

56. Who is the real husband of Nirmala, a rich heiress who 1 

passed away a few days back? ! 

I. Mahendra has produced a photograph in the court ' 
in which Nirmala is garlanding him. 

II. Suresh has the witness of Panditji who claims that. ; 

he only performed the marriage ceremony. ■ 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ . 

Statements: 

57. What is the actual age of Miss Monica, the famous branch, 
manager of a renowned bank? 

I. Miss Monica passed her high-school examination 
in 1960 when she was 15. 

II. Miss Monica is going to retire after 5 years and the 
bank employers retire at the age of 58. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

58. What has been the total output of company X this ^car 
that makes television sets? 

I. The production of the Company has constantly been 
increasing by 65% per year. 

II. In 1995, the Company had made eight tliousand 
television sets. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

59. Who among B, C, D and E is going to be A's partner in 
badminton tournaments? 

I. B always prefers E as his partner and never dreams 
of deserting him. 

II. C does not have a good opinion of A as a player and 
does not get on well with him hence avoids him. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ •/) □ 

Statements: 

60. How is Mohan related to Shakuntala? 

I. Mohan's wife Kalpana is Shakuntala's husband's 
daughter-in-law. 

n. Mohan's sister's husband is Shakuntala's son-in- 
law. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

In each question below is giivn a statement followed by three 
courses of action numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for follow-up, improvement or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
stated in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three 
suggested courses of action logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

61. The wanton killings of tigers and elephants and the 
rapidly dwindling population of wild animals is quite alarming. 
Courses of Action: 

I. Ihe number of trained personnel for forest vigilairce 
should be increased. 

IL Villages that are located inside the reserve forest 
should be vacated. 


m. Sophisticated arms and ammunition should be 
supplied to the forest guards. 

(ii) Only I and II followed. 

(ft) Only I and HI follow. 

(c) Only n and III follow. 

(d) Eidier 1 or II follow. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

62. Some of the countries still think that we Indians are a 
nation of snake-charmers, guided by sadhus and living in 
primitive style. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Cultural delegations should be sent to these 
countries to make them familiar with our real 
culture. 

II. Exhibitions of our art and craft and our progress 
should be arranged all the world over. 

in. We should stop caring for tlie opinion of others about 
us. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(ft) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only 1 and H follow. 

(f) Only n and HI follow. 

Statement: 

63. The neighbouring countries of country X are acquiring a 
lot of N-weapons. 

Courses of Action: 

I. X should contact U.N.and the World Bank 
requesting them to take proper action and stop their 
aid to these countries. 

II. X should also try to acquire some N-weapons. 

HI. X should come under the wing of some big power 

for its security. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(ft) Only n and III follow. 

(c) t.)nly ni follows. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

64. A viral epidemic has gripped the rural areas of a 
State. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The inhabitants of the area should be advised as 
how to save themselves from the epidenuc. 
n. Medical teams should be rushed to the affected area 
and special camps should be set for the treatment of 
patients. 

in. All the patients should be moved to the city 
hospitals. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(ft) Only II follows. 

(c) Only I and H follow. 

(d) OiUy m follows. 

(e) AU the three follow. 


Statement: 

65. There is a great scarcity of drinking water in some of the 
villages. 

Courses of Action: 

1. The opposition parties should start demonstrations 
against the government with dharnas and gheraos. 
n. Huge tankers of water should be immediately sent 
in these areas. 

III. A pnrper scheme should be planned out to restore 
supply of drinking water to areas which often face 
the problem. 

(fl) Only I follows. 

(fi) Or\ly U follows. 

(c) Only I and UI follow. 

(d) Only I and 11 follow. 

(c) None follows. 

Statement: 

66. Refugees arc pouring into camps as a result of violente 
between two tribes. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The chief of the State and other influential persons 
should try to convince the tribes about the impact 
such violence has on the lives of their families and 
relatives. 

n. The refugees should>not be allowed to stay in camps 
for long. 

III. Voluntary organisations should be contacted to 
provide health and other facilities to the refugees 
along with the help rendered by the government, 
(a) Only I follows. 

(ft) Only n follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 
id) Only I and DI follow. 

(c) None follows. 

In each of the followiii^ questions, an assertion A is folloioed by 
tuKi reasons numbered Rl a:ul Kll. Apply the ’■easons to the assertion 
and see which of the reasons leads to the assertion. Tick-murk your 
answers as follows' 

{a) Only R! is the reason for A. 

(ft) Only RII is the reason for A. 

(f) Both Rl and RII are reasons for A. 

(d) Either Ri or RII is the reason for A. 

(c) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

67. E'veryone waits for a postman. 

RI. The postman always brings happy news. 

RII. Postmen arc very pleasant persons. 

(fl) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

68. After the death of an employee, the department 
foncerntd offers a post to the wife of the deceased. 

Rl. All wives are as much qualified as tlreir husbands. 
RII. * The department feels responsible for the family of 
the deceased and does not want them to starve. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. More and more men and women are going to gyms 
these days. 
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Rl. 


RII. 


(«)□ 


The health consciousness and the desire to remain 
fit is increasing. 

With all the modern gadgets, people hardly strain 
their limbs hence they must go to gynu. 

(b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

70. The habit of book-reading among children and youth is 
constantly on decline. 

Rl. There are so many other activities around that one 
hardly gets time to ait, relax and read a book. 

RII. Books available these days are not upto the standard, 
(tf) □ (b) J (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) This is the only Punjabi dish among South Indian dishes. 

2. (c) All the other games are played with ball. 

.1. (fl) All the other cities are situat^ on the banks of the Ganga. 

4. (d) All the others are joints. 

5. (d) All the others aw oil-seeds. 

6. (c) All the others are different shades of yellow, this one is 

red. 

(fl) All the others are taken out from mines. 

(fl) All the others are colours of rainbow. 

(b) The relationship is that of specific item and of the general 
category to wMch it belongs. 

(d) One follows the other. 

(b) They have the two dimensions and three dimensions 
relationship. 

12. (f) They have specific and general category relationship. 

13. (fl) One encircles the other. 

14. (c) One is a special form of the other. 

15. (b) Both the items belong to the same group. 

16. ((/) One is instrumental in the function of,the other. 

17. (c) All the others have the item and one of its parts 

relationship. 

18. (c) All the others have the specific item and general category 

relationsliip. 

19. (fl) In all the others both the items are made from the same 

material. 

20. (if) In all the others, both the items belong to the same general 

category 

21. (b) All the others arc antonyms. 

I or solvinii the m'xl type of cjuestions, sort out common letters 
in iivrds and match than with common codes. 

22. (r) 23. (b) 24, (e) 25. (c) 26. (d) 

27. (fl) The letters are coded by the following letters in alphabets 

witli gap among letters increasing by 1. 

28. (d) 29. (b) 


7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 


30. (c) 

31. (d) 

32. (if) 


Sunil and Madhu 


Rahul and Naana 

- 1 - 

Prlya 


Ranu 


33. (d) 

34. (b) 

35. (c) 


N 

4- 


(iH —t- 


H—Hg) 




36. (b) 37. (c) 38. (d) 

39. (fl) 

40. (c) 

41 -48. This type of questions are best solved by drawing dia/fiams 
of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool-proof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespcctiiv of its 
size. Here are a few examples. 







48. (d) BDAEFC 


49. (c) 
52. (fl) 
55. (e) 
58. (c) 
61. (b) 
64. (c) 
67. (e) 
70. (e) 


50. (a) 
53. (d) 
56. (b) 
59. (c) 
62. (d) 
65. (c) 
68. (b) 


51. (fl) 
54. (b) 
57. (d) 
60. (d) 
63.- (e) 
66. (d) 
69. (fl) 
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SiimierJolisPiwMe 
long-Teim BeiMits 


Holitiai/s arc wcUviiw hut after 'nwic lime ' who have finished school as well as col- 
tlity beKiu to look verif Ivring. Horn/ sfiiifivifs ; lege and university students. The only re- 
o/ten ask, "What should xoc da?" Enjoifinf; or quireincnt is that the individual fits into 
going out can hr done for a short xohilr only. tlic requirements of the job. Such jobs are 
Theanstivr is to do something useful.!’ii’ouid , typically test marketing of a particular 
be worthwhile to take up a summer job which ■ product, market research, sales and 
will help you earn monq/ and aciiuire canfi , telemarketing, ushers and guides in trade 
dencc. This feature answers same commonly : fairs and public relations activities. While 
asked tjuestions about such jobs and describes ■ some companies may advertise for such 
how to apply for them, as well as what to avoid ' jobs, it is advisable to noake contact with 
in them. We hope that our readers will benefit i such agencies and leave your bio-data so 
from this feature and use their summer vaca- | that they can call you later. 
tions in a useful manner. How to get summer jobs: Contrary 

i to common belief, getting a two-month 
Many young people are confused \ summer job is not difficult. That is because 
about which careers to follow'. One way of ' there are many activities that companies 
knowing oneself is to do a short-term job : want to get a feedback on. These could be 
in your holidays, which will help you earn | short-term projects in the fields of sales 
some pocket money, give you some expe- j promotion or research. Sometimes, com- 
rience to add on your bio-data, and above | panies do not get involved themselves but 
all, help you realise what kind of career I farm out the work to specialised agencies, 
appeals best to you. The summer job is an 1 If you look around, you will be able to 
ideal way to get to know yourself. It will | locate many agencies which habitually take 
result in a much needed confidence and an , up jobs on behalf of companies. Approach 
exposure to different kinds of work. I them and leave your bio-data with them. 
While many student.! waste their holi- j before your vacations, 
days doing nothing, or follow a useless ac- Certain restaurants require people for 

tivity or a computer course, others use the ; short durations to meet the summer rush, 
time to take up jobs and are able to earn Identify these in )our tow'n and approach 


may be employed in banks and companies. 
Make your intentions known and give 
them your bio-data. It is common that a 
clerk or receptiomst of an office may have 
left or taken leave and the office wants 
someone to fill in for a short lime. In such 
j a situation, your bio-data will come iir 
I handy. 

Advantages of summer jobs; Apart 
from the obvious advantages of earning 
pocket money and being busy during holi¬ 
days, summer jobs help in giving a much 
ne^ed confidence to a youngster. Once 
you have done a job or two, you will 
realise whafkind of personality you have 
and what you want to do later in life. For 
example, after having done a market re¬ 
search assignment, you may discover a 
love for it. This will help you choose the 
I course that you want to do and also de- 
! cide on your future career. Moreover, the 
j fact that you have done summer jobs will 
I definitely give you an advantage later if 
! you want to go in for an M BA or a profes- 
i sional course. 

I 3ut this is not all. If you are particu- 
1 larlv talented or show promise in the job, 
I the company will like to offer you a fiill- 
i time job once you finish college. This is no 


some money. The trend always existed in 
developed nations, whore young people 
become independent at an early age, but it 
is slowly but surely catching up in India as 
well. Students abroad can earn enough to 
buy a second-hand car or a ticket to travel 
around tl\e world. In India, salaries for sum¬ 
mer jobs are noi as great, but the job should 
be looked at more for experionce than for 
money. Perhaps, one can earn enough to 
buy a music system that one always 
dreamed of. 

Since summer jobs are short-term as¬ 
signments, basic qualifications are not im¬ 
portant. Companies arc willing to hire those 


them as well. If you want to take part in 
trade rai.rs, meet the organisers of such 
events in your city Summer is the time tliat 
many exhibitions and fairs arc held, and 
the opportunities aie great. Jobs related to 
getting opinions about certain products or 
telemarketing—selling thmgs over the tele¬ 
phone—are gaining popularity as well, 
Usually, the agencies that do this work l\a\'e 
a database of students and call them once 
they get the job from a company So it is 
important to get on the active list of these 
agencies. 

Another way to get summer jobs is 
through relatives cr parents of friends who 




small advantage, considering the fact that 
many college graduates have a tough time 
finding a worthwhile job. So the summer 
job should be taken seriously and should 
be done well. It should not be .seen merely 
as a time-pass. 

The summer job also helps to build 
personality: you are bound to learn the art 
of dressing up and presenting yourself 
when you work with professionals. Often, 
a person who has done part-time jobs can 
be spotted easily from among fellow stu¬ 
dents belonging to the same age group. 
There is the difference in personality that a 
summer job can make. 

JULY'98 COMPETITION MASTER 1081 








CAREER 


What to avoid while doing summer 
jobs: Often, students take up summer jobs 
but get disillusioned when they have to go 
out making sales calls or even when they 
have to be in an office for eight hours. Some 
of the jobs are quite tedious, whether it is 
standing at the counter of a fast food res¬ 
taurant or to go around collecting the opin¬ 
ions of people. One should be well 
prepared for such things and not give up 
when the going gets tough. 

The second thing to avoid is giving 
your friends the addresses of your work 
place. Once you do that,, they will come 
and hangaroimd your office or restaurant, 
which your employer will certainly not 
appreciate. They will also hinder in your 
work. Should this happen, you can not only 
bid farewell to a happy experience at your 
job, but may well be thrown out as well. 

"Wc used to take youngsters for 
counter jobs", says the owner of a fast food 
restaurant. "The world over such restau¬ 
rants are manned by young people. Here, 
we found that the students were misusing 
facilities and getting their friends in. Ulti- 
matelv, we decided not to give them jobs 
anymore." This is an unfortunate outcome 
of irresponsible behaviour. Do not use the 
phones any more than is absolutely essen¬ 
tial. liven if there are no customers and 
you have nothing to, avoid reading maga¬ 
zines. Instead, do a little cleaning or 
organising to make the working place a 
better one. Never be frivolou.s at work. 

It must be remembered that a work¬ 
place is not your home. Many jobs may be 
simply boring. Your performance is con- 
linuiiusly assessed. It you are looking for 
excitement, perhaps you should not take 
up summei joiis at all. But if you arc look¬ 
ing at it as a stepping stone to make a suc¬ 
cessful career, n siunmer job is an invaluable 
experience. 

What to expect: Summer jobs may not 
be x try lucrative, but for freshers it is an 
ideal way to earn a good amount of money. 
Most agencies pay about Rs 150 per day. 
Holidays and Sundays are not paid for. 
Bigger companies may pay a fixed stipend 
of Rs .5,000 per month. That is a lot of 
money for a student without any experi¬ 
ence. 

How to select jobs; Which kind of a 
job should you look for? The first step is to 
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assess what work you enjoy doing. If you 
like to meet people, then sales and public 
relations jobs are for you. In market re¬ 
search too, you will meet a lot of people. 
There will be a certain amount of hard work 
involved in taking appointments from 
people and tracking them down. Often, you 
will have to go around the city in scorch¬ 
ing heat. Add to this the fact diat the re¬ 
spondent may not be willing to speak at 
all, making your trip a waste. If you are 
the impatient type or are not an extrovert, 
such jobs are best avoided. 

Many girls want desk jobs. For them, 
jobs of receptionists and of telemarketing 
are suited well. Of course, one needs to 
have a pleasing personality and like talk¬ 
ing to people in order to make a success of 
it. Fluency in language is helpful. The field 
of computers have opened many opportu¬ 
nities: firms employ data entry operators 
for short durations. You can also help make 
software if you have the capability and are 
able to get on a project. Tlie idea is to as¬ 
sess yourself first and then go about ap¬ 
plying for jobs. Employers will appreciate 
I the fact that you have thought about the 
job you want to do, instead of going to 
them and saying you are willing to do 
anytliing. 

Whichever job you take up, it is 
I good to remember that almost all jobs 
I are tedious and boring to some extent. 
I They are also frustrating sometimes. A 
I young person must not get carried away 


and become over-confident. Reitoettiber 
that the company hires youngsters as 
they have the advantage of not being 
permanent employees. Summer jobs are 
not given because of any intrinsic qual¬ 
ity that you possess. Also, remember 
that being a summer employee means 
that you will probably get a job that no 
one else in the company wants to do. 
Clearly, you cannot dictate terms to the 
company. 

Disadvantages apart, it cannot be de¬ 
nied that summer jobs add a lot to per¬ 
sonality It gives an edge over others, who 
may just be wasting time during the holi¬ 
days. It helps you assess actual work en¬ 
vironments and get attuned to what you 
will be expected to do later in life. It is a 
process of growing up. It should not be 
seen just a means to earn money but to 
collect experience. The hidden advantage 
is that the company may well take a lik¬ 
ing to you and offer you a full time job 
later on. 

The summer job should, thus, be done 
I with care and devotion. It is a great oppor- 
I tunity which will help build your future 
I career. Do not take it lightly, and go be¬ 
yond what is required of you. So, if you 
are not preparing for an examination 
and want to just sit around during 
your summer vacations, consider a 
summer job seriously. What you get 
out of it will be of great value to you 
later in life. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


DEFENCE 

India Tests N'bombs 

0 ^ May 11,1998 India reafhnned its 
nuclear prowess by conduchng diree 
underground nuclear tests, code-named 
Shakli I to III, in the Pokhran range in 
Rajasthan These were followed by two 
more tests on May 11 India, thus, joined 
the club of hve nuclear weapon Slates 
Pnme Minister Alai Behan Vajpayee 
made the announcement of India s nuclear 
tests on May 11 at a hurnedly called press 
conference The tests were descnbed as 
"contained explosions", conducted at 3 45 
p m The tests were conducted with a hs- 
sion device, a low yield device and a ther 
monuclear device "The measured yields 
are in line with expected \alues Mr 
Vajpayee added 

Accordmg to the security experts the 
tests are a positive development Irom 
India's national security interest point of 
view These have also continued India s 
technical capability, leading to better glo 
bil power equilibrium As former Foreign 
Secretary ] N Dixit said ' If India is better 
prepared militarily, there is lesser prospect 
of war breaking out in this part o*^ the 
world' 

Though the tests have in\ ited adv erst 
mtemabonal reactions including sanctions 
majonty ot the experts arc of the opinion 
that India would manage to withstand all 
this parhtularlv when the country has not 
gained anything tor its nuclear restraints 
for last 24 years Rather those flexing 
nuclear muscles—like China Pakistan and 
North Korea—have bet n rewardt'd in somt 
form or the othei 

{Alio lec Special Feature on vaft 1017) 


The Videsh Sanchar Nigam ltd (VENL) 
has floated a separate 100% owned 
subsidiary—VSNL Seamless Services 
Ltd (VSSL)—to handle value added 
services such as internet video 
conferencing and international leased 
lines This is part of VSNLs strategy to 
broaden revenue base as its international 
traffic monopoly will come to an end in 
2004 



Economic News 


Union Budget 1998-99 

ment unveiled Its maiden UHKWBUOoeTisiMl {| 

budget on June 1, 1998 
outlining a target growth 
rate of 6 5 per cent and 
entailing a record of Rs 
8166 crore as additional 
tax collection Amongst 
other features, the budget 

seeks to open up insur- _ 

ance and accelerate di- 7»ei«iin*wwi«M*o« ***?*'*?!?***** I 

fteeMimd IMMiiMlUii I 

vestment programmes in _[_j| 

an effort to maintain conti- w—————— 

nuity in reforms 

While the fiscal dahaH has been pruned to 5 6 per cent of gross domestic producL there 
has been an increase in expenditure by 14 per cent to Rs 2S7,'9Z7 crore, with a large portioa 
being earmarked for infrastructure and social sectors True to its swad^ elements, the 
budget has introduced a special 8 per cent customs levy (over and above the existing special 
customs duty of 5 per cent) in lieu of the local sales tax for select items This, the Fmancs 
Minister has pointed out, is meant to provide a level playing field to domestic manufacturers 
He also announced a special package for the small scale industry 

(For details see page 1021} 

Railway Budget, 1998-99 ' 

The railway budget for 1996-99 was presented in the Lok Sabha by the Railway 
Minister Nitish Kumar on May 29,1998 It proposes an across-the-board hike, averaging 
SIX to seven per cent in passenger fares Freight rates have not been increased but a few 
adjustments have been made involving a slight increase in some cases and a slight 
reduction in others The revised tare and freight rates will come into effect from June 20, 
1998 and yield an additional revenue of Rs 450 crore—Rs 400 crore from passenger fare 
hike alone—during the remaining part of 1998-99 

By hiking passenger fares and not freight rates, railways have begun to reduce the 
cross subsidisation of passenger traffic by freight The cross subsidy, which was Rs 2800 
crore in 1997 ns will now come down to Rs 2400 crore 

The railways propose to fund their Rs 9500 crore plan without any assistance from the 
private sector The 1997-98 budget had pnvate investment worth Rs 2500 crore in a plan 
worth Rs 8300 crores The Railways Minister has managed a higher budgetary support of 
Rs 2200 crore Market borrowings are worth Rs 2900 crore The railways will also raise 
internal resources worth Rs 4400 crore to fund the plan Freight loading target has been 
fixed at 450 mt The railways had loaded 430 mt during 1997-98, despite a slowdown in 
the economy Railway capital investment has shifted focus from unproductive gauge con¬ 
version to network expansion increasing of the wagon fleet electnfication and doubling of 
saturated routes Only three gauge conversion projects remain in the present budget 
Other gauge conversion plans worth Rs 1 0,000 crore, may be frozen 

The railways have also cut contnbutions to retirement fund from Rs 4,000 crore (in the 
intenm budget) to Rs 2 218 crore, because the retirement age has been hiked by two 
years Appropriations to Development Reserve Fund have been increased to Rs 2,473 
crore against the ntenm provision of Rs 1 500 crore 

Railways net expenses aie Rs 28 411 crore Net traffic receipts over working ex¬ 
penses stand are Rs 2,611 crore Net railway revenue will be Rs 2,983 crore With the 
increase in dividend liability from Rs 1,756 crore m the intenm budget to Rs 1,777 crore, 
excess spending will be about Rs 1,206 crore, Rs 450 crore short of plan funds Passenger 
fares have been raised to mop up this shortfall, and balance the budget 
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STATE OF ECONOMY 
Economic Survey, 1997-98 

T he Economic Survey for 1997-98 has 
said that innovative incentive pack¬ 
ages and sector-specific reforms are nec¬ 
essary to induce greater private invest¬ 
ment in infrastructure projects and bold 
economic policy initiatives arc* needed to 
improve the climate for industrial invest¬ 
ment and growth. 

The suney has pointed out that the 
pace of investment had slackened mark¬ 
edly since the middle ot 1996-97. Tliere- 
tore, it calls for fresh reforms in reducing 
the "control mindset" and "inspector raj" 
which still persist. However, unlike in the 
past, the survey has not mentioned any¬ 
thing about the outlook for industry—it 
only maintains that certain factors inhib¬ 
iting industrial growth in 1996-97 were 
seen to persist in 1997-98. Inspite of real 
interest rates falling in 1997-98, corporate 
investment had not picked up. 

Investment declined due to, among 
other factors, a decline in capital goods 
production and a fail in the value of im¬ 
ports of capital goods during 1997-98. De¬ 
celerating growth rates in exports since 
1996-97 also led to industrial expansion. 

The survey also noted that six infra¬ 
structure industries—electricity genera¬ 
tion, coal, crude oil, refinery throughput, 
steel and cement—averaged a giowth of 
4.6 per cent in April-February 1997-98, 
compared willi 3.5 per cent during the 
corresponding period of the pn‘\'ious year. 
As far as social infrastructure was con- 
ccrtied, the government tailed to meet the 
— 

Db Yfiu Know- 

lntli!i has registered one of its lowest over 
experi growth rates of 2.6 per cent during 
1P97 0S T.he total exports tor the year 
lire S3J.97 billion as against S33.10 billion 
in llie nrevious year. Imports are estimated 
at $40.77 billion in 1997-90 registering a 
5.79 per cent growth against the previous 
year figure ol $33.54 billion. With the 
result, the country's trade deficit has 
widened to $6.7 billion as against 5.55 
billion in the previous year. The average 
monthly trade deficit during 1997-98 has 
been $ 567 million. 
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targeted 7,18,550 housing units for the 
weaker sections during 1997-98, falling short 
by a massive 1,40,011 units. Only 2,85,528 
housing units were completed and 2,93,011 
units are under various stages of construc¬ 
tion durmg the period. Total expenditure 
incurnxl upto October 19‘^7 was Rs 463.43 
cron’. The reason for housing and real estate 
sector not getting the required boost is the 
.ibsenc' i if adeciiiate finance uptioas and lack 
ol de<tr cut policy on private investment in 
housing 

The survey also points to certain dis¬ 
turbing trends regarding food availability 
in the country, even as it indicates that ag¬ 
ricultural production will decline 3.7 per 
cent in 19i)7-98 over the previous year. Tlie 
estimate I fall in agricultural productions is, 
likely to be much higher than the earlier 
official of 2 per cent put out in the budget. 
Foodg.Min j)roduclion will drop 2.6 per cent 
owing to a fall in wheat, pulses and coarse 
grains. 

Growth in foodgrain production 
slowed considerablv in tlie 1990s and bar- 


_ ring 19^)6-97—a good agricultural year— 
the average growth in food production has 
lagged behind the growth in population. 

The surv'ey also observed that real 
public investmcnl i7i .igricullure continued 
to either stagnate or decline in the I99fls. 
Some subsidies have improved the terms 
of trade for agriculture and these remain 
more lavournblc to industry. However, this 
has prevented investment in creation of 
assets. On the other hand, such increase in 
subsidies, has spurred private investment 
in agriculture. The survey acknowledges 
that improved incentives for agriculture, 
cs.pc*cially from favourablechangesin trade 
policy, has encouraged private investment 
in asset creation. 

The economic survey has further 
elaborated on reasons tor slow iiidustrial 
production and enumerated these as; ex¬ 
cess capacity built up in some sectors in 
earlier years; tight monetary policy dur¬ 
ing 1995-96 and asscKiated high real inter¬ 
est rates; slump in capital markets which 
hurt fund mobiiisatiem efforts; decline in 
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exports and; uivorUiniy in internaliondl 
arena. It also notes the recommendations 
pf the Disinvestment Commission on 41 
I’SUs and says that Dicsc am itnder vari¬ 
ous stages of implementation. 

One of the move's indiiMlcd to broaden 
economic reforms i.s to open up social ser¬ 
vices sector for private investments in a 
big way including education, health, wa¬ 
ter supply, creation and maintenance of 
sewage and sanitation along with other 
basic minimum services. 

Interestingly, the economic survey also 
shows an outstanding debt of Ks 300 crore 
owed to India by Takistan, a spillover from 
the pre-partition days. This figure has been 
carried over during the last several decades 
and the figure ot Rs 300 crore remains 
unchangal. 

Total outstanding Central government 
debt hits bec'n calciilatt'd at K.s 7,73,541 crore 
at the end of March I W-%. Total outstand¬ 
ing internal liabilities crossed 30 per rent 
of GDP m 1097-98 This has happened 
partly because the government’s liabilities 
overshot in 1997-98 while at the same lime 
the GDP grow th was not as much as ex¬ 
pected. 

Total outstanding external debt ol the 
goc'ernment as a pei cenlage I'l GDP is com¬ 
ing down progressively. For instance, out¬ 
standing external liiihilitics have come down 
from 5 3 per cent ol GDP in 1994-95 to 3 9 
per cent in 1997-'>8. This could he a good 
sign as it gives more scope fc.r Indian com¬ 
panies to borrow from abroad in future, 

FINANCIAL SECTOR 
Narasimham suggests radical 
recast 

T HF. Narasimham C.immittee report, 
the summary of vvhicli was released in 

DlVnKMW. 

On May 2. 1998, Presidents and Prime 
Ministers ot 15 countries making up the 
European Union (EU) assembled in 
Brussels to launch the Euro, the currency 
of Europe which will replace national 
currencies. At present, it will be used in 
11 of the IS countries. 






Govemmant raises retirement ege to 60 years; entry age IAS 
up by 2 years 

The Union Cebinet has decided to raise the retirement age for government emptoyees' 
from 58 years to 60 years, benefiting 3.5 million cMtian employees and top armed forced 
personnet. By raising the retirement age, the govemmant hopes to save about Rs 5»000: 
I crore annually for the next two years by way of deferred retirement benefits. The decision 
applies to civilian as well as armed forces employees. 

As many as 90,000 civliian and 50,000 armed forces employees retire every year. The 
employment opportunilles within the government will be reduced for the next two years to 
this extent. It is to address this problem that the age ceiUng for entry has been raised 
two years. The maximum age for entry into the civil sen/ices will thus be 30 years. 

Regarding the cut-off date tor the new retirement age, officials have said the decision 
will come Into effect trom the dale of notification. 

The decision will have a singificant impact on the composition of the top-level bureau- . 
cracy as the secretaries and other top civii senrants who would have retired in the next 
few months will stay and their Immediate juniors, who have been in the race for top 
positions will have to wait two years. 

The Cabinet also decided that no government employee will be given an extension 
beyond the age of superannuation. However, It 'made a provision Ibr a three-month exton- 
sion for those involved In budget work during the budget session or to members of com¬ 
mittees which are likely to be wound up within three months. 

According to the Cabinet decision, the government mciy consider a two-year exten¬ 
sion on merit for scientific, technical and medical personnol. 

Raising the retirement age to 60 years was one of the recommendations of the Fifth 
Pay Commission, based on whoso report the previous United Front government increased 
the salaries of government emptoyees last year. The UF government did not take a deci¬ 
sion on retirement as there were differences in the Cabinet on the matter. Trade unions had 
opposed the move, arguing that it will block employment opportunities for ydingor people. 
Later, as part of a give-and-take process, the unions had veered around to the view that 
the retirement age may be raised. 


the last week of April, 1998, has made radi- | 
cal suggestions for a systematic overhaul 
of the financial sector. These include re¬ 
moval of RBI directors from bank boards, 
risk wcighlagc for government and ap¬ 
proved securities, dilution of government 
and RBI holdings in banks, and restricting 
inter-bank, call and term money markets 
to banks and primary dealers. Suggestions 
by the committee include. 

■ RBI should witlrdraw from the 91 day T- 
bill market; interbank and call money 
and term money markets should be re¬ 
stricted only to banks and primary ileal- 
crs. 

■ Minimum shareholding by the govern¬ 
ment/RBI in the equity of nationalised 
banks and SBI should be brought down 
to 33 per cent. RBI directors should with¬ 
draw from bank boards. 

■ Five per cent weight risk for market risk 
for govenuneixt and approved securities. 


('■ n ernment giiarantceti advances that 
luu c turned sticky sh«nild be treated as 
.M’As. 

■ Banks should have atLiined a nrinimum 
GAR ol 9 per cent by 20t)fl and 10 per 
cent by 2002. 

■ Arrual of inten-st lor income recogni¬ 
tion should be done in 90 days iiistead 
of 180 days as is the practice now. How¬ 
ever, the .swilcho\ er could be done in a 
phased manner hy 2002. In the case of 
asset classification, RBI should introduce 
a 1 per cent provision even in iln- % ase of 
standard assets. 

■ .Minimum start-up capital n^ds for for¬ 
eign banks should be raised from $ 10 
million to $ 25 million. This capital 
should be brought in one go, and not in 
phases. At another level, foreign banks 
should be allowed to set up subsidiaries 
or joint ventures in India, and these 
should be treated on par with oilier pri- 




JULY '9a COMPETITION MAS ILR lOBii 



CURRENT AFFAIRS 


vatc banks. 

■ Banks chairmen should be given a mini- 
mum of three years at helm. There is a 
need to delink salaries of bank and FI 
chiefe and whole-time directors from the 
civil services pay scale. 

■ All loans in the doubtful/loss catego¬ 
ries should be identified and their 
realisable value determined. These as¬ 
sets could be transferred to an Asset Re¬ 
construction Company, which would 
issue NPA swap bonds to the banks. 

■ SBI's associate banks should be consti¬ 
tuted on the lines of nationalised banks 
with CMD and two wholetime direc¬ 
tors. No need for SBI chairman to be ex- 
officio chairman of these banks. 

■ The start-up requirements of Rs 100 
crore for new private sector banks 
should be increased. Restrictions on 
promoters voting right—currently at 10 
per cent—should be done away with, 
provided the promoter group does not 
hold more than 40 per cent. 

■ The system of Industry-wise negotia¬ 
tions regarding wages should be re¬ 
viewed and bankwise negotiations 
should be adopted. Also, there should 
be right sizing and redeployment of 
surplus staff either by re-training and 
giving them alternative employment or 
by iritruducing a VRS with appropriate 
incentives. 


INDIA-BRAZIL 
President Narayanan’s Visit 

A s part ol nis first visit abntad since 
becoming President, Mr K.R. 
Narayanan visited Brazil on May 5,1W8. 








^ ' S J I* ' f., . ^ 


Disasters may hound India by 2000 ,, 

A whopping 300 to 500 thiilion people are estimated to be affected by nsttitai and. 
man-’made disasters in the country by the turn of the century, Indian Red Ctosa. 

(ICRS) experts warned, at a seminar on ‘disaster preparedness for north eastern S^tei^. < 

India, with its 3.29 million square km geographical area, faced tour types pf;|iatoral. 
disasters—earthquakes, floods, cyclone avalanrmes and droughts. , 

As many as 24 States in the countiy were vulnerable to natural disasters. The 
number of refugees and displaced persons increased from 22 million in 1985 to 38 million 
in 1996. 

More than half of the country, particularly areas in toe northeast, fall in the seismic 
zones of moderate to severe intensity with the Himalayas still pushing toe Tibetan plateau 
backwards. About 40 million hectares of land was prone to annual floods. Available data 
Indicated the frequency and intensity of floods was increasing regularly. 

The Central Water Commission has put the average annual losses due to flood 
damages at Rs 937.56 crore. About 68-per cent of the total sown area was drought-prone 
and States like Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Orissa had pockets which 
experienced regular droughts. 

The eastern coastline ot India was prone to cyclones and about 80 per cent of 
cyclones struck there with the average annual loss amounting to about Rs 400 Crore. 

The three-day workshop, inaugurated by Nagaland Home Minister Neiphiu Rio, is 
eighth in the series of such programmes organised by the Red Cross Society. 


During his visit both the rountrivs 
agreed to miitii.illy b.u k e.ich other tor 
a permanent seat in the United Nations 
Security Council and signed two agree¬ 
ments to deepen diplomatic ties and to 
enhance cooperation on health and 
medicine. 

During his meeting with Brazilian 
President Henriqiie Cardoso, Mr 
Narayanan olfered Indian help in soft¬ 
ware technology and in developing steel 
mills in Brazil. President Cardoso said 
there was a wide spectrum ot areas 
where the countries can further 
strengthen their ties, particularh m 
animal husbandry 

INOIAPERU 

President Narayanan's visit 
further strengthens ties 

P Rl-.SinnNT K.l<. Narayanan reached 
Lime on April 30, 1W8 on a five-day 
official visit to further slreiiglhen tics be¬ 
tween India and Peru. He is the first In¬ 
dian President to visit Peru. 

During tire ceremonial welcome, Presi- 
deht Narayanan emphasised tlie need for 
tackling terrorism in a "dcU'rminod man¬ 
ner". He further added that Peru, together 
with India, can play an important role in 


the United Nations in creating a new and 
more eqiii tabic world order. Mr Narayanan 
further added that India and Peru can be a 
model for cooperation between Asia and 
Latin America. 

Peru sought India's cooperation in the 
fields of compu ter software and setting up 
of steel plants and put emphasis on further 
strengthening of economic and trade ties 
between the two countrie.s. 

President receives World Statesman 
award. F.n-route to Brazil and Peru, Presi¬ 
dent K.R. Narayanan stopped in New York 
to receive the World Statesman Award of 
tlie Appeal of Conscience Foundation, 
rrosidenl Narayanan also had a .^.b-minule 
meeting with Mr Kofi Annan Secretary 
tieneral ot United Nations. President 
Narayanan coveyed to Mr Annan the 
Vajpayee government's resolve to con¬ 
tinue the policy of economic liberalisation 
and to improve relations with the 
neighbours. 

TAMIL NADU 
Bill to curb terrorism 

T he lamil Nadu government intro¬ 
duced a Bill in the Assembly on May 
26,1998, envisaging setting up of a special 
court and providing for a maximum pun¬ 
ishment of death penalty to tiiose convicted 
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for such acts. The Bill is similar to the now 
repealed TADA. Like TADA, the Bill pro¬ 
poses designated courts for trying o&ences 
linder it, places the burden of proof at the 
bail stage on the accused, makes confes¬ 
sions to a police officer admissible as evi¬ 
dence and extends the period of remand 
6om the usual 15 days to 60 days. The Bill 
has been named the "Tamil Nadu Preven¬ 
tion of Terrorist Activities Bill" (POTA). The 
proposed law will remain in force for five 
years. 

The Bill defines "terrorist act" as 
any action done "with intent to strike 
terror among the people or any section 
of the people" or "adversely affect the 
harmony among different sections of the 
people" using bombs, explosive or in¬ 
flammable substances or fire arms, le¬ 
thal weapons or noxious gases or 
chemicals or biological substances. This 
definition varies from the one in TADA 
in dropping the words like "with inten¬ 
tion to overawe the government, but by 
and large, retains the other ingredients 
of the offence. 

in addition to the death penalty or life 
imprisonment, a terrorist act resulting in 
death will also attract a maximum fine of 
Rs 10 lakh, and in the case of one not lead¬ 
ing to death, a fine that may extend to Rs 
1 lakh. The Bill also envisages a punish- 


MVlBNllBIII. 

Independent India's first budget was 
presented by R.K. Shannukham Chetty. 
The others who followed him were John 
Mathai, C.D. Deshmukh, T.T. 
Krishnamachari, Sachindra Chaudhary, 
Y.B. Chavan, C. Subramaniam, H.M. 
Patel, Pranab Mukerjee, N.D.Tewari, S.B. 
Chavan, Madhu Dandavate, Manmonan 
Singh. P. Chidambaram and Vashwant 
Sinha. 

For Sinha, it was the second budget as 
he had earlier presented the interim 
budget in March, 1998. 

The record of presenting the most number 
of budgets goes to the late C.D. 
Obshmukh. He presented 7 budgets from 
February 1951 lo February 1956, 
including one interim budget. 


ment of not less than three years for those | 
abetting, instigabng, attempting, conspir¬ 
ing to or knowingly facilitating commis¬ 
sion of a terrorist act, or 'harbours or 
conceals a terrorist or holds property de¬ 
rived from a terrorist act. Possession of 
fire-arms, bombs or other explosive sub¬ 
stances and devices with 'intent' to com¬ 
mit a terrorist act has been made a separate 
offence. 

Unlike TADA, appeals from orders 
of the designated court under POTA will 
be made to the High Court and not di¬ 
rectly to the Supreme Court. There shall 
be no anticipatory bail in a case under 
POTA, as Sec. 438 has been made inap¬ 
plicable to it. While making it manda¬ 
tory that the court shall be satisfied that 
the accused is not guilty of an offence 
before granting bail, the Bill also allows 
the court to presume that an offence had 
been committed. The designated court 
will be a court of sessions, but will also 
have the power to take cognisance of 
cases without their being committed to 
it for trial. 

NORTH-EAST 
Development Plan unveiled 

P iRIME Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee has 
declared that the government will adopt 
a two-fold strategy for infrastructure 
growth and employment generation for 
the overall development of the region. At 
a meeting of Chief Ministers of the North 
East States and Sikkim, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter also said that the Centre will take nec¬ 
essary action for reopening direct commu¬ 
nication and trade linkages between 
North-Eastern (NE) Stales and 
neighbouring countries, to give an eco¬ 
nomic boost to the region. 

He also underlined the need for a more 
meaningful role of the North Eastern Coun¬ 
cil (NEC). The council, he said, would be 
restructured to include Sikkim as a full- 
fledged member, for which necessary leg¬ 
islation would be introduced in the budget 
session of Parliament. The council would 
be headed by the Deputy Chairman of the 
Planning Commission. 

The Centre is also examining the feasi¬ 
bility of creating a Central pool of unutilised 
resources, for accelerating implementaHon 


of projects in the region. 

The pool will be created from unspent 
funds of Central Ministries from their 10 
per cent resources earmarked for the re¬ 
gion and will amount to Rs 1500 crore 
annually. 

ELECTIONS 

Ail-party meeting agrees on Steite 
funding 

O N May 22,1998, an all-party meeting 
on electoral reforms reached consen¬ 
sus that the poll expenditure should be 
sustained principally by State funding 
of elections and also set up a seven- 
member committee, headed by former 
Home Minister Tndrajit Gupta, to 
concretise proposals in this regard. The 
members also decided that there was no 
need for constituting the delimitation 
commission and that the number of the 
Lok Sabha'seats should not be altered. 
The committee will submit its report by 
August, 1998. 

Since 1996, four meetings on the elec¬ 
toral reforms have been held and 24 pro¬ 
posals were identified for discussion. The 
current meeting was attended by 24 rep¬ 
resentatives belonging to 18 political par¬ 
ties. The meeting was presided over by 
the Home Minister L.K. Advani. Besides 
Mr Gupta, other members of the seven- 
member committee arc Mr Manmohan 
Singh (Congress/, Somnath Chatterjee 
(CI'M), R Mulhiah (AlADMK), Digvijay 
Singh (Samata Parly), Madhukar 
Sarpotdar (Shiv Sena) and V.K. Malhotra 

(BIT’). 

It was also suggested at the meeting 
that age-limit to become a member of the 
Lok Sabha be reduced from 25 ro 21 years 
and that for a Rajya Sabha member, from 
30 to 25 years. 

There was general agreement that 
there should be no change in the exist¬ 
ing law, which allows the candidate to 
fight from two constituencies. On delimi¬ 
tation of constituencies, members felt 
that the exercise could be undertaken 
after the 2001 census. Under the consti¬ 
tutional amendments in 1976, the delittu- 
tation of constituencies was frozen till 
2000 A.D. 


IMS? 
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SUMMITS 
G-15 summit 

L eaders of the 16 developing coun¬ 
tries gathered in Cairo for a three-day 
summit between May 11 and 13, 1998. 
While the highlight of the summit was the 
formation of the Federation of G-15 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the 
leaders also analysed the Asian financial 
crisis and also seek a louder voice for 
emerging economies in world trade ar¬ 
rangements. 

The G-15 endorsed India's proposal 
for coordinated action to resist unilateral 
trade actions, including extra territorial 
applications of national legislations by 
developed countries, and asserted that 
trade differences should be settled within 
the framework of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). India's proposal cau¬ 
tioned that in the context of globalisation 
and liberalisation, developed countries 
were encountering an "unhelpful exter¬ 
nal cn\'ironment as a result of growing 
trend towards protectionism". 

The summit coincided with politi¬ 
cal and economic turbulences sweeping 
several member States, especially Indo¬ 
nesia. It was viewed as crucial as it came 
on the eve of the second ministerial 
meeting of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) in Geneva on May 18, and the G- 
7 summit at Birmingham later in the 
month. 

The G-15 summit also discussed the 
growing menace of cross-border terrorism 
which affected quite a few member coun¬ 
tries of the G-15. The Arab countries, 
among which Algeria and Egypt, both G- 
15 members, are particularly badly af¬ 
fected. 

G-15 ha.s been described essentially 
as a forum through which developing 
countries could express their positions on 
important world trade issues. It is a facili- 
tdtiv for iSlorth-South dialogue and, much 


of the summit was pre-occupied with is- 
sure of international trade. The summit also 
emerged as a vehicle for greater South- 
South cooperation. 

The members expressed confidence 
that the East and South East Asian coun¬ 
tries would overcome the crisis. India's 
offer to host an inter-govemnwntal meet¬ 
ing later in 1998, for identifying ways and 
means of operationalising special and dif¬ 
ferential treatment for developing countries 
in tlio WTG, was welcomed. 

G-8 Summit 

L eaders of the g- 8 ended their annual 
lummit in Birmingham on May 17, 
1998, by announcing an agreement in prin¬ 
ciple to ease the debt burden on some of 
the poorest nations in the world. However, 
their support for a "speedy and deter¬ 
mined" extension of debt relief for these 
countries fell short of the sweeping debt 
forgiveness that many anti-poverty cam¬ 
paigners had demanded. 

The G-8 has also said that it hoped 
that all countries eligible for a programme 
of deep debt relief, overseen by the Liter- 
national Monetary Fund and World Bank, 
would be on course for debt reduction by ■ 
the year 2000. The leaders agreed on spe¬ 
cific measures to lift the debts weighing on 
the highly indebted poor countries. 

G-8 nations have also expressed their 
confidence tliat Asia's stability could be 
restored if International Monetary Fund 
reform plans were fully implemented. 
However, they tempered their optimism 
with a warning against a protectionist back¬ 
lash, both in industrialised countries and 
in the region to tlie Asian financial crisis. 

It was pointed out that the underly¬ 
ing factors that helped Asia achieve im¬ 
pressive growth in tlie past remained in 
the place despite the financial market tur¬ 
moil of the last nine months. The leaders 
expressed concern that the difficulties could 
trigger short-term protectionist forces both 
in the region and in their own countries. 

The G-8 nations have urged tlie af¬ 
fected Asian countries to keep opening their 
markets to investment and trade. They also 
said that the financial crisis in Asia, with 
the collapse of several currencies had tem¬ 
porarily set back prospects for the global 
economy since last year’s G-S summit in 


DS You Know- fected Asian countries to keep opening their assembly in March 199' 

The government has scrapped the Urban markets to investment and trade. They also ended that term in 2(X 

Land Ceiling Act. It has also raised the said that the financial crisis in Asia, with his plans to surrender pc 

retirement age of Central government the collapse of several currencies had tern- fourth most populous n 

employees from 58 to 60 years. porarily set back prospects for the global moil with tanks on the 

economy since last year’s G-S summit in protests. 

toss JULY '96 COMPETITION MASTER 


Denver. Thailand and South Korea have 
adopted rigorous economic restructuring 
programmes in exchange for emergency 
IMF financial aid. Indonesia initially balked 
at the reforms demanded by the IMF but 
has adopted a programme, yet to be imple¬ 
mented. 

The Group condemned India for con¬ 
ducting nuclear tests, but stopped short of 
imposing generalised sanctions. There are 
differences within the G-8 on how to deal 
with India. Europeans in G-8 and Russia 
were opposed to imposition of sanctions. 
But Canada, along witli the USA, wanted 
a stronger expression of opprobrium and 
imposition of sanctions. Britain, as the Eu¬ 
ropean Union (EU) president is trying to 
seek agreement from the 15-member coun¬ 
tries to impose limited military sanctions 
against India. With the exception of Brit¬ 
ain and France, all EU countries who con¬ 
tribute development aid to India have also 
embargoed or reduced their contributions. 
Several EU countries, including Sweden, 
have already placed embargoes on arms 
sales to India. Britain is supposed to have 
suggested to India to enter into talks to¬ 
wards signing the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty. 

INDONESIA 

Suharto quits, Habibie is new 
President 

T remendous pressure by protesting 
students forced President Suharto to re¬ 
sign as President of Indonesia on May 21, 
1998. He asked for "forgiveness for any 
mistakes or shortcomings". Vice-President 
Bacharu-ddin jusuf Habibie, a close 
Suharto ally, was sworn in as the new Presi¬ 
dent. 

Sulinrto was Asia's longest serving 
leader, who came to power in 1966 amid 
social and economic chaos. He served six 
five-year ternvs unchallenged as head of 
State and was reappointed to a seventh 
term unanimously by a loyalist national 
assembly in March 1997. He was to have 
ended that term in 2003. He announced 
his plans to surrender power as the world's 
fourth most populous nation endured tur¬ 
moil with tanks on the streets, riots and 
protests. 








Suharto's leadership was shaken in 
recent months by Indonesia's worst eco¬ 
nomic crisis in 30 years. Over the past few 
days, violence had been spreading across 
Indonesian cities with angry people de¬ 
manding a political revamp. 

Suharto's Indonesia was said to have 
been perverted by cronyism and rank cor¬ 
ruption, although outwardly it obeyed the 
principles of the market. The country has 
been a mutant Asian tiger. Beneficiaries in 
the country include an inner circle of busi¬ 
nessmen, prospering mightily from Gov¬ 
ernment contracts, licenses and pnitection, 
in return for financial support for the re¬ 
gime. The innermost circle, however, was 
the .Suharto family. It would be difficult to 
guess how much his four children have ac¬ 
cumulated. Estimates range from $ 5 bn to 
as much as $ % bn— an amount equal to 
one seventh of the entire economy as mea¬ 
sured in the better times of 1996, when a 
dollar fetched only 2300 rupialr. Now, the 
exchange rate stands at 11,000 rupiah. 

Suharto was born into a devout Mus¬ 
lim family and spent a childhood of great 
poverty. He joint^ the Army in 1942 at the 
age of 21. By 1945, he was fighting to drive 
out the Japanese and by 1949 he had helped 
secure Indonesia's independence from 
Dutch colonial power. He rose steadily 
through the ranks to become commander 
of the strategic reserve in 1962. In 1965, as 
President Sukarno sided with the commu¬ 
nists, came the celebrated but still not fully 
explained coup. The failure of the coup 
toppled Sukarno and in 1967, Suharto be¬ 
came the President—this was the only 
change of regime in the country's modern 
history. During his rule, an unspoken fear 
prevailed—that without the guiding hand 
of the 'Bapak' everything would revert to 
the shambles from which he rescued the 
country. It was his good fortune that tlu> 
first period of his rule coincided with the 

BtYUlBM. 

May 11. the day ol the Pokhran nuclear 
explosion, will be observed as Technology 
Day in the country. The news of the 
successful test flight of the first composite 
indigenous aircraft by the CSfR, the 
successful test firing of theTrishul missile 
and the Pokhran test, had all come on 
this day._ 


growth of Indonesia'.s oil industry. Foreign 
investments came in abundance, lured by 
his anti<ommunism giant piojecte and ex¬ 
travagant patronage. 

However, Suharto underestimated the 
power of democracy. He endowed Indone¬ 
sia with a middle class who, naturally, were 
bound to ask for a say in running things. 
Even when Suharto got a chance to pre¬ 
pare the future with the financial markets 
and the International Monetary Fund, he 
stuftal his government with cronies. Eco¬ 
nomic collapse drained what was left of 
public loyalty. Even as Suharto quit, the 
ongoing economic crisis prevails in the 
country. For one, the US $ 40 billion rescue 
package put together by the Interrutional 
Monetary Fund has been suspended amidst 
the political turmoil. Only swift action by 
a determined new government could see it 
revived. Second, the economic situation in 
Uic cities was already bad before the recent 
riots damaged the ability of the economy to 
function. Foreign investors, businessmen, 
technicians, professionals left Indonesia in 
large numbers and will not quickly return. 
Third, a dire food slwrtage threatens because 
prls are not operating, distribution chan¬ 
nels arc clogged and banks overseas no 
longer accept letters of credit from Indone¬ 
sian banks. Moreover; another cnicial factor 
will be whether or not the Indonesian Chi¬ 
nese resume their role in the economy. 

Mr Suharto'.s resignation has opened 
several issues. The newly sworn-in Presi¬ 
dent Habibie, who owes his rise to Mr 
Suharto must seek to prevent a new round 
of unrest as the country's troubles increase. 
Certain people, especially the opposition, 
tend to distrust Habibie because of his close 
association with Suharto. 

It has also been said that the exit of 
Mr Suharto and developments in Indone¬ 
sia are bound to have its impact on East 
Asian countries. The party of President Kim 
Young Sam in South Korea also lost elec¬ 
tions because of his crony capitalism. Thai¬ 
land and Malaysia are facing somewhat 
similar, though not identical, situations. 


IREUND 

Country votes for peace 

A FTER three decades of bloodshed and 
lot of bickering. Northern Ireland 


and the neighbouring Irish Republic saw 
some relief, as voters voted in favour of 
the historic peace agreement. The 71 per 
cent vote bridged the traditional divide in 
Northern Ireland. In fact, the "yes" cam¬ 
paign won an overwhelming support of 
the catholics, who have always been want¬ 
ing the partitioned territory united with 
the Republic of Ireland, and also of a very 
large section of the Protestants who wanted 
it to remain part of the United Kingdom. 

The novel arrangements envisaged in 
the peace deal will change the political 
landscape of Northern Ireland. In short 
term, the outcome legitimises the British 
State in Northern Ireland but, paradoxi¬ 
cally, gives some hope to those wanting 
ultimate unity with the Irish Republic. This 
could mark Ae end of violent Irish repub¬ 
licanism. 

It was for the first time in more than 
eight decades that the Irish people, both in 
the north and the South of the border, voted 
together. 

The accord is a landmark in the his¬ 
tory of divided Ireland—just like the 
United Irishmen's failed rebellion against 
the British, exactly 200 years ago. Wlwt the 
Britisli troTips, which went into Northern 
Ireland more than 25 years ago, could not 
achieve was secured by the democratic 
pn)Ci‘ss. 

The referendum on the peace agree¬ 
ment is seen as a miracle in subduing nar¬ 
row nationalism and bridging the 
Irauilional divide based on historical sec¬ 
tarian animosities and religious identities. 
The relationship between the warring Ro¬ 
man Catholic and Protestant Communities, 
who voted togetlier, may alter. The former 
voted ovcrwhelminglv for the peace agree¬ 
ment which also attracted a sizable section 
of the latter. 

Inspitf of the high percentage of vot¬ 
ers that voted in favour of the accord, the 
hard-liner Unionists claim that a majority 
of the Unionist community had rejected the 
peace agreement. 

Now, on June 25,1998, elections will 
be held for the 118-inember A.ssembly from 
wliich a 12-member administration would 
be drawn. Although the accord got a record 
high "yes" votes, the next six months will 
be cnicial and trying. It is not easy to for¬ 
get the past; neither can the issue of de- 
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conunissioning of nrms by IRA be easily 
resolved. 


PAKISTAN 

Conducts nuclear tests 

O N May 28, 1998, Pakistan conducted 
five "successful" nuclear tests declar¬ 
ing that it had "evened the account with 
India". These were the country's first-ever 
nuclear tests. The devices were reportedly 
detonated in the Chagai region of South¬ 
western Baluchistan, barely 50 km from its 
border with Iran and Afghanistan. 

Pakistan also said that it was ready to 
fit a nuclear warhead to its newly tested 
long range GImuri missile. The Australian 
Geological Survey Organisation, mean¬ 
while, said that it had registered Pakistan's 
five nuclear tests, with one explosion of 5.0 
magnitude. On May3U, Pakistan conducted 
a sixth nuclear test to complete the current 
series of tests. 

•The US President Bill Clinton ex¬ 
pressed his "disappointment" over 
Pakistan's nuclear tests and announced 
sanctions against the country. Australia 
withdrew its promise of doubling aid to 
Pakistan. Condemnations also poured in 
from Germany, Britain and Russia. How¬ 
ever, China retrained from comment. 
Pakistan's t'fficiai news agency reported 
that the country had taken China into con¬ 
fidence before conducting the tests, .^ppar- 
ently Pakistan had also consultai its other 
friends, including Iran and Sciudi Arabia. 

NATO criticised Pakistan for carrying 
out the tests despite widespread appetils to 
show restraint and not follow India's ex¬ 
ample. The alliance termed the tests as a 
"dangerous development" 

Western defence experts have ex- 


MYraKMW. 

Air India and Indian Airlines have joined 
hands with Abacus India to market 
Computer Resenration Systems (CRS) in 
the country. The new company, Sitar- 
Abacus Information Ltd, will be launched 
by the year-end. The two airlines will have 
51 per cent stake in the company and 
Abacus and Tata Consulting Services 
(TCS) will pick up the rest. 
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pressed fears that Pakistan's nuclear tech¬ 
nology could find its way to terrorist 
groups or rogue nations like Iran and Iraq. 

N uclear experts also said that evidence had 
indicated that the nuclear explosions car¬ 
ried out were of fission devices. This also 
indicated that though the country was ca¬ 
pable of making atomic bombs, it was still 
two to three years away from deploying 
nuclear warheads for missiles. 

Meanwhile, Indian seismological ex¬ 
perts said that Pakistan had conducted rmly 
one nuclear explosion and not five as 
claimed by the country. The experts quot¬ 
ing American intelligence sources, said that 
the explosive power of the Pakistani tests 
was roughly equivalent to 10,000 tonnes 
of dynamite, which was less than half the 
size of the atom bomb the United States 
dropped on Hiroshima. As compared to 
tliis, the yield of the five Indian tests, con¬ 
ducted on May 11 and 13, was equivalent 
to about 60,(X)0 tonnes of dynamite. Ameri¬ 
can intelligence agencies also observed tliat 
the photographs Irom satellite and the LIS 
aircraft showed that Pakistan did not ex¬ 
plode all the live nuclear devices that had 
been placed deep underground shafts. The 
shafts had not even been seali*d with con¬ 
crete, a final step before testing to prevent. 
the escape of radiation. Only seismic cables 
had been attached to measure the power 
of the possible explosions. 

India, however, declared that it was 
not interested in a nuclear arms race and 
that its voluntary moratorium on nuclear 
tests will continue. 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Currency launch in 1999 

F inT.HN heads of governments of mem¬ 
ber of Luropean Union met at a sum¬ 
mit in Brussels in May beginning and 
cleared the path for launch of the common 
currency Euro on January 1, 1999. The 
currency will be adopted by 11 countries 
in tlie first wave. 

From early next year, businesses and 
banks would begin to trade in Euro, al¬ 
though the Euro notes and coins would 
not replace the national currencies until 
mid-2002. Shops will start displaying 
prices, both in Euro and their national 
currencies. Several business houses in Brit¬ 


ain have also declared Bieir plans to start 
billings in Euro although the country 
would not join the monetary union next 
year. 

The countries which have been cleared 
for joining the common currency are; 
France, Germany, Austria, Portugal, Bel¬ 
gium, Italy, Finland, Spain, Ireland, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg. 

Economists are of the opinion that 
these countries would be opting for an ir¬ 
reversible integration of the EU. A few 
terms of Maastricht Treaty have been ig¬ 
nored to let in some countries into the Euro 
fold. The economic derision will shift from 
national capitals. Treasuries and banks in 
the member countries would be unable to 
decide on interest or exchange rates. Thus, 
the social and ecoriwnic effect on indi vid u- 
a|^ would be tremendous. 

Now, a country would not be able to 
run up budget deficits to avoid recession. 
Unfair tax "competition" will also have to 
be avoided. Independence in fi.scal mat¬ 
ters will be effectively over. 

HONGKONG 
Democrats win in polls 

H ong KONG'S varied democratic par¬ 
ties made a come back to the 
territory's Legislative Council (Legco) on 
May 2.5, 1998, as the results of the first 
multi-party election on Chinese soil were 
declared. Several pro-China parties and 
poEticians did better than expected. To¬ 
gether, both would have the power to 
dominate Legco voting, if not its proceed¬ 
ings, during its two-year term, until the 
next elections in 2000. 

More significant is the fact that the 
Hong Kong electorate forever dispatched 
the image of Hong Kong as a place suf¬ 
fused with political apathy, as they turned 
out in record numbers, de.spite appalling 
weather and a China-influenced electoral 
system which aimed to prevent any single 
party from winning a clear majority. China 
had disbanded tlie earlier Legco and re¬ 
placed it by a wholly appointed provisional 
body, wlrich, among other things, passed 
the new electoral system. 

The democrats in the old elected Legco 
were not appointed to the provisional body. 
Fourteen democrats won in the twenty 
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directly elected seats, wherein a curious 
system of proportional representation pre¬ 
vailed. 

The main beneficiary of the election 
was the Democratic Party (led by leading 
lawyer Martin Lee) which won nine di¬ 
rectly elected seats plus about half a dozen 
seats in the functional constituencies. Also, 
the main pro-China party, the Democratic 
Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong 
(DAB), did far better than polls anticipated, 
winning the remaining five directly elected 
seats. 

The electorate made it clear that it 
didn't want Legco to remain an elitist pre¬ 
serve. Voting turnout increased by nearly 
18 per cent from 35.8 per cent in 1995 to 
53.29 per cent this year. 


AFGHANISTAN 
Earthquake claims 5000 lives 

A T least 5000 people were feared to have 
libeen killed by a huge earthquake that 
rocked northeast Afghanistan on May 30, 
1998. The earthquake measured around 7.0 
on the Richter scale and flattened scores of 
villages. 

The epicentre of the earthquake was 
alinost the same as the one that Idlled 4000 
in February, 1998, and which destrx'yed 14 
viUages. According to the US Geological 
Service (USGS) in Golden, Colorado, the 
earthquake struck at 10:52 a.m. local time 
and had its epicentre about 70 km west of 
the town of Faizabad, Afghanistan and 300 
km northeast of Kabul. 

A major rescue operation was 
launched by UN and humanitarian agen¬ 
cies to provide assistance to the homeles.s. 
The UN said that around 30 villages con¬ 
taining 4100 houses had been destroyed. 
Other reports said that 60 villages in an 
area containing 60,000 had suffered '8i) to 
100 per cent' damage. 



PHIUPPINES 
Estrada elected President 

T he Philippine Congress, on May 29, 
1998, proclaimed opposition candidate 
Joseph Estrada, the winner of the May 11 
presidential election. Estrada will be the 
country's 13th President. 

Lawmakers declared Sen Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo the country's new 
Vice-President. Presidents and Vice-Presi¬ 
dents are elected separately. The procla¬ 
mation came 18 days after the vote and 
set a speed record in recent Philippine 
politics. It is the latest sign that the trans¬ 
fer of power to the main opposition parly 
will be far more peaceful than many poli¬ 
ticians expected. Although at least 45 
people were killed in the general elections, 
they were still among the Philippines' 
most peaceful. 

Estrada has said that he would con¬ 
tinue President Fidel Ramos' policies but 
will focus on helping the pour and build¬ 
ing up agriculture. He will be taking cltarge 
from Jime 30,1998. 

v?fo 

Summit meeting calis for free 
trade 

T rade Ministers from 132-member na¬ 
tions of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) attended the biennial meeting and 
called for rejection of protectionism in any 
form. The leaders also decided to work to¬ 
wards a frw trade system. A draft text of 
the joint communique called for an end to 
protectionism in any form and setting up 
an open, rule-bas<.'d trading system to pre¬ 
vent recurrence of any East Asian type fi- 
ruuTcial crisis. The draft also sought im¬ 
proved coherence in economic policy-mak¬ 
ing by Uie world body, besides considering 
ways to improve transparency in opera¬ 
tions. 

The final communique was adopted 
by member nations on the occasion of the 
golden jubilee celebrations of the General 
Agreement on liriffs and Trade (GATT) on 
May 19,1998. Addressing the gathering, 
US President Bill Clinton calltnl for an ever- 
moie-open global trading system and re¬ 
doubling of efforts by countries to "tear 






down barriers to trade" to stimulate 
growth. However, the developing coun¬ 
tries' leaders were of the opinion that Mr 
Clinton only talked about issues that con¬ 
cerned the West, in particular information 
technology and telecommunications, with¬ 
out considering tfiat the majority of the 
WTO's member-countries people carmot 
read or write. 

Significantly, an accord was also ! 
reached to keep trade on Internet duty¬ 
free. Trade negotiators agreed to keep com¬ 
merce over the Internet duty-free from 
duties over the next year as ministers from 
around the globe prepared to pledge to 
push for a world of open markets in the 
next century. 

The meeting also hailed GATT and its 
eight trade 'rounds' for having fuelled the 
motor of economic recovery since World 
War II by slashing customs duties and 
bringing order though agreed rules to in¬ 
ternational commerce. 

ASEAN 

Ministers devise financial 
disaster warning system 

O N April 30, Asian finance chiefs 
agreed to set up a regional surveil¬ 
lance system—christened 'ASEAN Plus'— 
to give an early warning of future finan¬ 
cial crises. The new mechanism is designed 
to boost transparency in Asia by collecting 
micro and macro-economic data to avoid 
the recurrence oi crises similar to the one 
that took place last year. 11 would start with 
Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Viettuim. lire new 
body—ASEAN PLUS—has been described 
as a sort of Asian version of the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, japan would also 
be joining the body. 

The new organisation would be 
monitoring all data— financial data, real 
estate sector, capital market, money mar¬ 
ket. Some bankers had pointed out that 
fuller disclosure in 1997 might have re¬ 
duced the severity of the region's finan¬ 
cial crisis. They fell that lack of 
transparency had disguised the extent of 
I imprudent lending. | 
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AWARDS 

Bhatnagar Awards, 1997 

For physical sciences: Bikas Kanta 
Chakrabarti of the Saha institute of Nuclear 
Pliysics, Calcutta and Amitava Raycluudhiu'i 
of Calcutta University. 

For chemical sciences; Kankan 
Bhattacharya of Jadavpur University and 
Adusumilli Srikrishna of Indian Institutes 
of Science, Bangalore. 

' For biological sciences: Jayaraman 
GowrLshankar of the Centre for CcUular and 
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad and K. 
Wnkata Subba Rau of the International 
Centre for (lenetic Engineering and Biotech¬ 
nology (ICr-EB), Delhi. 

For medical sciences; Vijay Kumar 
of ICGEB and Satish Gupta of National In¬ 
stitute of Immunology Delhi. 

For engineering sciences; Devang V 
Khakhar of Indian Institute of Technology, 
Mumbai. 

B.C. Roy Award, 1998 

D r Devendra D. Patel (jf the Gujarat 
Cancer and Research Institute has 
been awarded the B.C. Roy National Award 
for eminent medical teacher. 

Gandhi Award, 1998 

B angladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has been chosen tor her contri¬ 
bution in promoting religious harmony and 
grassroots democracy in the country. The 
award is given by the Mahatma tJandhi 
Foundation in Oslo. 

Jnanpith Award 

T he 33rd Jnanpith Award was given 
to renowned Urdu poet Ali Sardar 
Jafri. 

I 

Polar Music Prize, 1998 
TNDI A'S Ravi Shankar and American Ray 
ICharles arc the recipients of Prize, re¬ 
garded as the Nobel Prize of music. 


45th National Film Awards 

Swama Kamal for best feature film; 
Kannada film Thai Saheh by Girish 
Kasaravalli. 

Best popular film providing whole¬ 
some entertainment; Oil to Pagal Hat. 

Best director; Malyalee director 
Jayaraj for Kaliyattam. 

Best actor: Balachandra Menon 
(Samaanllianin^^al) and Suresh Gopi 
(Kaliyattam). 

Best actress; Indrani Haider and 
Rituparna Sengupfa (Dalian). 

Best supporting actress- Karishma 
Kapoor for Dil to Payal I hit. 

Best supporting actor Prakash Raj 
for Tamil film, Iruvar. 

Indira Gandhi Award for best first 
film of a director; Malyalam film 
Boothakannadi, directed by Lolitha Das. 

Nargis Dutt Award for best feature 
film on national integration: Border, di¬ 
rected by I.P Dutta. 

Special jury award: Jayamala for her 
performance in Thai Saheh. 

Best music direction; M.M. 
Koeravani for Tclegu film Annaiiiayya. 

Best lyrics: javed Aklilar for Border. 

Best male playback singer. 
I larinaran for Border. ‘ 

Best female playback singer: Chitra 
for Virasat. 

Best non-feature film; Bengali film 
jalancr lanii. 

AVIATION 

Indigenous trainer aircraft testflown 
TNDI A'S first indigenously-built all-com- 
Xposite two-seater trainer aircraft, ifiJHSfl- 
3, was successfully test-flown in Bangalore 
on May 11, 1998. 

The 750-kg aircraft has been designed 
and tested by National Aeronautics Ltd and 
would be produced by NAL's partner 
Taneja Aerospace and Aviation Limited 
(lAAL), at its modem factory in Hosur. 


I NAL said that at least 100 to 150 air¬ 
craft will be sold in India in the next five 
years. Enquiries had been received from 
Australia, Europe and Latin America. 
Hansa will be sold at about Rs 35 lakh, 
about 20 per cent cheaper than compa¬ 
rable aircraft of its class elsewhere in the 
' world. 

i BOOKS 

I Price of Partition 

W RITTEN by Rafiq Zakaria, the bixik 
recollects and reflects the events 
' leading to the partition of India in 1947. 

! CYBERSPACE 

i India's first Internet photo gallery 

T he first Indian photo gallery on the 
I Internet may as well turn out to be the 
■ first of its kind in the world. Third Eye, a 
, web site floated by a Calcutta-based firm 
: "of the same name, was recognised as the 
first of its kind in India by Federation of 
I Indian Photography. 

There is no other such virtual pho¬ 
tography gallery on-line which houses 
; only straight photographs involving no 
I dark-room jugglery. The gallery, catering 
i to photography enthusiasts and publish¬ 
ing houses, exhibits pictures contextu- 
! ally related to festivals, cultural events, 
I famous personalities as also natural ca- 
I lamities. 

: Network enabled virtual reality 

N ETWORK-enabled virtual reality will 
have a huge impact on society by the 
year 2005. 

Faster clock speeds and integrated 
multisensory communication networks 
will promote virtual reality in our every¬ 
day life. 

Its impact will be more than that of 
automobiles. The only limitations may be 
the boundaries of imagination. 

Networks will provide individuals 
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with the ability to tailor how they commu¬ 
nicate with o^ers. Networks will gather; 
manage aikl organise information so it will 
be more accessible and more useful to in¬ 
dividuals than ever before. 

At present, fire hoses ol data bits, 
ceaseless barrages of catalogues, endless 
telemarketing calls, electronic pages, 
metrics and other contents of all shapes 
and sizes compete for the precious seconds 
of attention. 

In future. Networks will be home to 
avatars that represent the interests of cor¬ 
poral individuals. They will pmeide the 
filtering, tuning, adjudication and other 
flow controls on information that will al¬ 
low end users to really benefit from—-and 
not be overrun by—information. 

DEFENCE 

Naval version of Trishul tested 

T he short n'action Trishul SA M was suc¬ 
cessfully tested on June 3, 1998 from 




INS Drimacharya, a naval establishment in 
the Kochi-based Southern Naval Com¬ 
mand. The naval version of the Trishul is 
designed for two roles—as a SAM and an 
anti-missile missile to counter sea-skim¬ 
ming missile launched by an enemy ship 
or aircraft. These missiles arc meant to be 
fitted on indigenously-built Indian war¬ 
ships. 

This was the first naval flight test of 
the Trishul in a scries before it is offered for 
user trials. The missile is being dcvelojjed 
by an int^rated team comprising the DRtXl 
and tliree defence public sector undertak- 
ings-BEL, BHEl and BDL. 

The Trishul forms part of the Inte¬ 
grated Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP) sanctioned 15 
years ago in July 1983. Till June 1993, 
the DRDO had conducted 26 develop¬ 
mental flight trials of the Trishul, in 
addition to two flight tests in the sea- 
skimming role. Although further tests 


j were revived in August 1994, induction 
I of the missile into the Army remains 
I behind schedule. 


DISCOVERY 

6th century city discovered 

A rchaeologists have discovered 

the remains of a 2600-year-old city at 
Sravasti in north-eastern Uttar Pradesh, 
which throws light on town planning, so¬ 
cial, religious and economic activities in 
sixth century B.C. 

Excavations conducted at three ar¬ 
eas in Maheta, formerly called Sravasti, 
the ancient capital of Kosala or northern 
Oudh, on the bank of the Rapti river, 
have also revealed the archaeological 
remains of the Kushan and Gupta peri¬ 
ods. The excavations were carried out 
by the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASl) between January and April, in col¬ 
laboration with the Archaeological Re¬ 
search Institute of Kansai University in 
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COURSE ; Recognised by the Ministry of Education, Government of India as equivalent 
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Osaka, Japan. 

Sravasti is a fannous Buddhist circuit 
in the State. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Satellite maps to assist in 
bio<onservation efforts 

U SING advanced satellite-based Geo¬ 
graphic Information System (GIS), 
WWF-India's Indira Gandhi Conserva¬ 
tion Monitoring Centre (IGCMC) has pre¬ 
pared several databases for 10 major 
protected areas, which will help Govern¬ 
ment and Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) engaged in con¬ 
servation tasks. 

The ten important protected areas 
are:—Buxe Ranthambhore, Periyar, 
Palamau, Pench, Kalakad, Mundanthurai 
and Simlipal tiger reserves and Nagarfiole 
(Rajiv Gandhi), Gir and Great Himalayan 
National Parks. 

GIS is a satellite imagery based in¬ 
formation system in which digitised maps 
of all kinds of relevant data can be "lay¬ 
ered" atop one another on the computer 
to find out the required information with¬ 
out any distortion as happens when con¬ 
ventional maps are superimposed on one 
another. 

EXPEDITION 

First Indian civilian expedition to 
Everest 

e ySHlKESH Yadav successfully led 
he first Indian civilian expedition to 
Mount Everest. The Tata Everest Indian '98 
team had started off the expedition from 
Mumbai on March 12,1998, as part of com¬ 
memoration of 51} years of Indian Indepen¬ 
dence. 

• Tears of joy rolled down the eyes 
of the mountaineers of the 13-member 
squad while recalling the ecstasy ex¬ 
perienced on scaling *he world's high¬ 
est peak on May 18, 1998. The 
excitement overshadowed the travails 
undergone during the lO-week expe¬ 
dition. 

Besides the summiteers, team leader 
Yadav and deputy leaders Kolvankar and 
Tehsildar, the team comprised of Yuvraj 
Chavan (team doctor), Rajesh Padate, 
Parag Sarasbhuddhe, Narendra Keni, 
Moreshwar Kulkami, Mukesh Maseri, 


Abhijit Burman and Gurudayal Singh 
Hiakur. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Rajasthan Atomic Power Station goes 

critical 

"n AJASTHAN Atomic Power Station has 
X\been made critical after successful 
completion of en masse coolant chaimel re¬ 
placement and safety upgradation of the 
plant and equipment. 

Coolant channel replacement of the 
unit was necessitated as the original de¬ 
sign and Zircology-2 material of the cool¬ 
ant channels did not provide originally 
envisaged life. 

The coolant tubes of Zircoiuum-Nio- 
bium, a superior material having longer 
life, was manufactured at Nuclear Fuel 
Complex, Hyderabad. 

The scrond unit of Rajasthan Atomic 
Power Station was shut down in August 
1994, for carrying out detailed in-service 
inspection of tubes for life assessment of 
coolant channels. The remotely-operated 
tools for the purpose were designed and 
built by Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC) and NPCIL, at one-third theinter- 
I national cost. 

PERSONS 
Jafri, Ali Sardar 

A LI Sardar Jafri, the recipient of the 
Jnanpith Award, 1997, was born in 
1913. He began his career with a col¬ 
lection of stories, Manzil in 1938. He 
made his mark as a poet with Parvaz in 
1943. He has so far published nine 
books of verse, nine plays, a collection 
of stories and three collections of criti¬ 
cal essays. 

Mahmood, Talat 

T FF. original f^hazal king, Talat 
Mahmood, who died recently, is re¬ 
membered for his soft romantic songs 
composed under top music directors. 
His songs still continue to be among 
chart busters of golden collections. He 
recorded private ghazals and his collec¬ 
tion of Ghalib Ghazals became very fa¬ 
mous. He had been participating in 
musical concerts ali over the world and 
had composed a few songs himself as 
well. 


Thapar, Sanjay 

E ARIJER an accounts officer in the IAF 
and presently the chief instructor at the 
para-troopers school in Agra, Sq Ld Thapar 
set the record on August 6,1991 when 
he jumped with a parachute carrying the 
largest Indian flag of 2,226 square feet 
at the Hindon Air Force Station. He cre¬ 
ated another record the same year when 
he sky dived 46 times within 3 hours at 
the Sarsav Air Force Station. His name 
figures in the Limca Book of Records 
and is the first Indian skydiver to jump 
at North Pole during the international 
skydiving expedition. He now wants to 
enter the air Olympics to be held in 
2001 . 

PLACES 

Pokhran, India's Nuclear Test site 

May 18, 1974, India conducted its 
first peaceful nuclea r test at Pokhran, 
about 600 km from Jaipur. 

Pokhran was once again in the news 
when India conducted five more nuclear 
tests on May 11 and 13,1998. 

Pokhran is a sleepy village deep in¬ 
side the Thar Desert in Rajasthan. 

MISCELLANY 

Newspapers on the Internet 

O JVIE can get all the news on the Internet 
with the click of a mouse. Even as 
almost all national dailies go 'online', ob¬ 
servers feel that with only about two per 
cent Indians accessing the net at present, 
it is too early for the Internet to pose any 
threat to the print media. It is highly un¬ 
likely that the circulation of newspapers 
will come down because of the Internet. 
Similar fears were expressed when televi¬ 
sion started expanding in a big w ay in the 
country. But, instead of bringing down the 
newspaper circulation, TV rather helped 
increase it. 

The Internet editions, at present, are 
meant for the non-resident Indians who 
want to know what is going on in their 
country. 

However, though the people are re¬ 
luctant to use the net for their daily news, 
it will definitely pick up in the future. Sub- 
saibers who do not get their daily news¬ 
paper in time will also swltcli to the Internet 
editions. 
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BADMINTON 

Thomas Cup '98 

INDONESIA won the title 3-2 with 
doubles pair Candra Wijaya and Budiarto 
Sigit beating Malaysia in the finals played 
at Hong Kong. 

Uber Cup '98 

WORLD champion Ye Zhaoying led China 
to a 4-1 victory over holders Indonesia to 
a record sixth success. 

CHESS 

Tomeo Magistral 

VISWANATHAN Anand of India won the 
Torneo Magistral crown with a 23-movc 
draw against World Number Nine Peter 
Svidler of Russia to bag his third super 
category title. World Number Two Anand 
played with determination in the seventh 
edition of the Madrid tournament and 
remained undefeated scoring 6.5 point« 
from 9 games. 

CRICKET 

New Zeaiand-Sri Lanka Test Series 
PAUL Wiseman and Daniel Vettori shared 
8 wickets to bowl New Zealand to a 167 
run victory over Sri Lanka in the first Test 
played at Colombo. In the second Test Sri 
Lanka defeated New Zealand by innings 
and 16 runs to level the three-Test series 


1-1. The match was played at Calle. j the Netherlands in the finals. 


Coca Cola Cup triangular cricket 
! SACHIN Tendulkar scored his 16th one- 
I day hundred against Kenya to help India 
1 win the Coca Cola triangular cricket 
I tournament with a 9-wickcl victory in the 
■ match played at Eden Garden, Calcutta. 

FOOTBALL 
I European Cup '98 

! REAL Madrid ended their 32-year wait to 
j be crowned European champions for the 
i seventh time when they defeated Juventus 
I 1 -0 in a tough, uncompromising European 
; Cup final played at Amsterdam. 

I 

j National Women's Title '98 
I MANIPUR became the National Women's 
I football champions when they beat Bengal 
I 2-1 in the final played at Barasat. 

I HOCKEY 
i World Cup 

, NETHERLANDS, with an extra-time goal 
j by Teun de Noojier, won the ninth men's 
I World Cup final 3-2 by beating Spam in 
j the tournament played at Utrecht. It was 
I the third World Cup success for 
I Netherlands after 1973 and 1990. 

I Australia retained the women's 
' World Cup hockey title after a 3-2 win over 


TENNIS 

French Open '98 

IN an all-Spanish final, Carlos Moya 
defeated his good friend Alex Corretja to 
win the men's singles title. 

Earlier, Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, also 
of Spain, defeated Monica Seles to annex 
the w(»men's smgles title. 

Italian Open '98 

MARTINA Hingis beat Venus Williams 6-3, 
2-6,6-3 to captiue the women's singles title 
WtUiams had managed to make it 3-3 in the 
final set before tlie World No. 1 went into 
higln gear and won die other three games to 
; claim her title. 

j Marcelo Rios took the men's singles 
! title following walkover by Albert Costa, 
j Inlander Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi 
! won tlie second Supcr-9 title of their career 
, when they beat Ellis Ferreira of South 
j Africa and Rick Leach of the USA 6-4, 

: 4-6, 7-6 to win ihe men's doubles title. 

I World Team Cup 

I GERMANY defeated Czech Republic to 
I win the $ 1,9 million team event played at 
Dusseldorf. It was (Jermany's third 
I triumph in the event following wins in 
! 1989 and 1994. 
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WHO $ WHO 



MAY 

3—Suspected Bodo militants go on a 
killing spree, massacring 13 Santhals 
in Kokrajhar district in Assam. 

11— India conducts three underground 
nuclear tests in Pokhran, after a gap 
of 24 years. 

12— Bihar Governor Sunder Singh 
Bhandari accords sanction for 
prosecution of former Qiief Minister 
Laloo Prasad Yadav, in fodder scam 
case. 

13— India cronducts two more nuclear tests. i 

14— japan imposes tough economic j 
sanctions against India, while the US 
rejects India's contention of 
(;onducting nuclear tests because of 
perceived threats from China and 
Pakistan. 

15— About 200 people are killed as rioters 
set firn to a department store in Jakarta, 

16— USA rejects India's claim as a N- 
weapon State and says that the nuclear 
status is only for the big five powers. 

17— Mayor of Jaffna, Sarojini Yogeswaran, 
is shot dead by suspected LTTE 
gunmen in Sri Lanka. 

19—Indonesian President Suharto pledges 
to hold elechons and step down to end 
his 32-year rule in the country. 

2(1—Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
promises nuclear restraint and says 
But India was ready for a dialogue 


with Pakistan. 

23— Norttiem Ireland votes for the peace 
agreement designed to end 30 years 
of Protestant-Catholic bloodshed. 

24— A Pakistan International Airlines 
passenger aircraft is hijacked by 
Baluchistan nationalists but is 
intercepted by Pakistani Air Force 
and is forced to land in Sindh. 

—Hong Kong begins its first legislative 
council election since its return to 
China. 

28^Pakistan conducts five nuclear 
explosions in Chagai Hills in 
Baluchistan and declares a state of 
emergency as it faces sanctions and 
condemnation from the US and other 
countries. 

29—The Railway Budget is presented with 
proposals for across the board hike 
in rail passenger fares. 

—Pakistan declares iteelf as a nuclear- 
weapon State. 

Sp^Pakistan conducts one more nuclear 
tes«. 

31—An Indian diplomat is seriously 
injured when Ire is brutally assaulted 
in Islamabad. 

—More than 5,IXX) people are killed in 
an earthquake in Ai^hanistan. 

JUNE 

1—The Unioh Budget for 1998-99 
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announces several measures to revive 
fire economy and to encourage NRt 
and foreign Investment. 

2— Suspected Bodo militants blast two 
bridges to disrupt rail and, 
communication liiies. The region is 
cut off from the rest of the country. 

3— The World Bank postpimes two 
loans—$ 130 million for an agri-. 
cultural project and S 76.4 million for 
a health care project—to India as 
sequel to nuclear tests by Ittdia. 

4— Germany's fastest train derails, killing 
at least 100 people. 

—The first private basic phone is 
launched commercially in India in 
Bhopal, by Airtel, four years after the 
new telecom policy was aimounced. 

—US President Clinton calls for a united 
approach by the international 
community to help India and 
Pakistan avoid a dangerous nuclear 
arms race. 

—AlADMK leader J. Jayalalitha's 
movable properties worth Rs 11.59 
crores are attached by a special court 
trying corruption cases against her 
and other leaders. 
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i. Geography 

8. Indian History 

9. Indian Economy 

10. Indian Constitution 
11.100PJ>.onG.K/G.S. 

12. Gcnersl Menisl Ability 

13. Arithmetic 

14. Dictionary of Sdence 

15. Previous Papers 
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RS.1S9/- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Ri.150/- 
Rs. 120/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs.150/- 


1. General Knowledge 

2. G.K. Workbook 
General Sdence 
Geography 
Indian History 
Indian Constitution 
Indian Economy 
General English 
100 M.T.P. en enfllib 

IOl Teel tl Esfliib I.ss|nt|t 

11. Cennsi Erreri is Es|lisbRs. 100/- 

12. Ariunfitstifc Qncsiisis Rs. lOiV- 
13.100 Important Essays Rs. SO/- 

14. Paragraj^ Writing Rs. SO/- 

15. Precis Writing Bs. 60/ 

l&ModdLettcn Rs. 70/- 

IT.Syssnyma k Aatsnymi Rs. 70/- 

18. Idioms & Phrases 

19. Word Power Course 

20. Dictionary of Sdoice 
31.PreTioua Papers 
72. Interviews for All 


Rs. 7<V- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Ra.100/- 


Totajt 


Rs.2660/- 


MBA ENT./GA'r/ 

■MA l/i-AlS/BAJ.Vj/X I -KI. i -T^ '• 
'Tr'"Gener5irEngife3r"~'’*'^. 120/- 

2. 100 M.T.P. on Engliib Rs.l50/- 

3. Ctnsisi Errsn Is Ei{liib Rs. lOfl/- 

4. Test of Eiyliib Lss{sa|t Rs. 150/- 

5. RtsOing CoayrtbcisIsB Rs. 70/- 

6. Fjiglish Vocabulary Rs.l5iy- 

7. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

8. Ariiinrslslltt Qnnllsns Rs. 100/- 

9. Synonyms k Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

10. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

11. Word Power Course Rs.200/- 

12. ObJecUve Maths Rs. 120/- 

13. SHOO QotiUosi os ArttbmclicRs. 160/- 

14. 101 P.r. 01 Nsutritil AbllltyRs. 160/- 

15. Data Interpretation Rs.l00/- 

16. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/-' 

17. Test of Reasoning Rs.l50/- 

18. ill M.T.P. os Rtaisaitg Rs.l50/- 

19. Interviews for All Rs.l00/- 

20. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

21. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs. 140/- 

2X Business G.K. Rs. 40/- 



S.B.L/BANK P.O./ 

RBI 0FFU.'FRS{;i)F..‘P»’ 

KXAM. At Vil.Nf !N ( Kl‘l‘. 
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ItBM KM. EXaM 

1. GenenU Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. 50M.T.P.onG.K. Rs.l40/- 

3. lOOP.P. anG.K. Rs.l50/- 

4. Genend Engibh Rs. 120/- 

5. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 

6. Toot of Esgllsb Lsegasgt Rs. 150/- 

7. Resding Comyrobonoion Rs. 70/- 

8. Csunis Errsn Is Es|llib Rs. 100/- 

9. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

10. Paragraph WriUng Rs. 50/- 

11. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

11 Model I-cUcrs Rs. 70/- 

13. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

14.Synonyms A Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

15. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/- 

16. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

17. Ar|um(ilsllTt Qucilisii Rs. 100/- 

18. HU QstoUsio SI Arllbmcllt Rs. I6<V- 

19.1«g P.P. ts Nsnricsl AblUly Rs. 160/- 
20. Test of Reasoning Rs. 15IV- 

21.111 M.T.P. SI Rcssssisi Rs. 150/- 

22. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/- 


ENGLISH 

IMPROVEMENT/ 

SPEAKING COURSE 

1. English Conversation Rs. 150/- 

2. English Vocahnlnry Rs. 150/- 

3. General English Rs. 120/- 

4. Ctnnts Errsn Is EsiUib Rs. 100/- 

5. Idlonu & Phrasca Rs. 70/- 

6. Synonyms k Aalonymi Rs. 70/- 

7. Word Power Cimrse Rs. 200/- 

8. 100 Important Essays Ri. 50/- 

9. Paragraph Writing Rs. SO/- 
to. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 
11. Model Letters Rs. 70/- 
,12. 100 M.T.P. on Engllsb Rs. ISO/- 

13. Test sf Ei|llsb Ut|ii|t Rs. 150/- 

14. Rrsdisi Csnyrobtisiss Rs. 70/- 

15. Ariuntnisilvt OstsllsssRs. 100/- 

16. Csilsscd A MIstsed Wstds Rs. 60/- 

Total t Rs. 1620/- 

G ROUP 

OiSCUSSlONS/ 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs. 140/- 

3. 100 P.P. onG-K. Rs-ISQ/- 

4. Indian ConsUtutkin Rs. 100/- 

5. General Sdence Rs. 200/- 

6. Geography Rs. 200/- 

7. Indian History Rs.200/- 

8. Dictionary of Sdence Rs. 70/- 

9. Objcclivr Maths Rs. 120/- 

10. SIM Qsntisis si Arlibaelk Rs. 160/- 

11. General English Rs. 120/- 
tZ too M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/- 

13. Ttil of Engllsb Lsagnigt Rs. 150/- 

14. Csiimii Errsn Is Bi|llibRs. 100/- 

15. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

16. Interviews for AH Rs. 100/- 

17. English Convrnalion Rs. 150/- 

18. Word Power Course Rs. 200/- 

Tolal: Rs. 2560/- 


MBBS ENT. 

EXAMS/PMT 


23. Data Iniciprctalian Rs. 104V- 

24. Interviews for All Rs. lOiV- 



Total: 

Rs. 2690/- 
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1. General Knowledge Rs.l50/- 

2. 50M.T.P.onG.K. iUldO/- 

3. 100P.P. nnG.K Rs.lSQ/- 

4. Indian Constitution Rs.lOiV- 

5. English Vocabulary Rs.150/- 

6. SIM Qnaliiii ti Artibncilt Ri.I6(V- 

7. Teat of Reasoning Rs.IStV- 

8. Ill M.T.P. SI Rtassilni Rs.l50/- 

9. Objedive Geography Rs. 60/- 

10. Objective Sdence Ra.100/- 



11. General En^lih Rs.m/- 

12. Teal sf Ei|liih Lai|na|s Ra.lS0/- 

13. 100M.T.P.onEngUsb lb.lS4V- 
14 Csansi Errsn iiEi|llib Rs.100/- 

15. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

16. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

17. Preeb Writing Rs. M- 

18. Modd Letters Rs. 74V- 

19. bilcrrlcws for AB RS.104V- 


Total t Rs.870| Total t Rfc2160/- 


INTKRVIEWS/SSB 


1. Group Dbenssions Rs. 100/- 

2. Inter^wi for All Rs. lOW- 

3. Ariwtslitive QietUsia Rs. 104V- 

4. Quota tians for An Rs. 54V- 

5. EngUsh Conversation Rs. 15<V- 

6. 14M Important Essays Rs. 54V- 

7. Paragraph WriUng Rs. 50/- 

8. English Vocabulary Rs. I54V- 

9. Word Power (^lunc Rs. 204V- 
14). General Knowledge Rs. 154V- 

Total» Rs.1100/- 

1. Audents may buy the compbic 
‘Success Pack’ or any book/lMMAa. 

2. Free Books worth Rs. 20tV- win be 
amt to those studoils only who buy our 
fuD ‘Suoccas Pack’ of any courec mad 
send the full paymmt in advanee. To 
avail of this offer the students may de- 
dud an amount of Rs. 200/- from the 
total eod of the‘Success Pack’as g|vm 
above while sending the amount by 
M.O./Baiik Draft. 

3. For ftec poatage, please send the 
fidl amount in advance by MXUBank 
Draft on the above addhcH. For VJP.P. 
aendib. SOW-by M.O. as advance. 

4 Write yonr name, address and the 
nanw of the ‘Sueecm Pack*, dearly In 
capltd lcllcraontbeM.Oi Coi^ponorin 
the letter. 

















































Improve Your Memory and 
Use More of Your Mind Power 


For Success \n Competitions 


(/<:< 


m / / 10 . 


Dear friend. 

My name is RaJ Bapna. I want to tell you some 
ideas from my new surprisingly powerful course 
*Iliy Bapna's Mind Power Study Dazhniques." 

Why Um Oaly 10 % Miml Oowsr 

\i>gis have always known that each person’s mind 
is very powerful The scientists now say tliat most 
people use only 10% of their mind power, lliat 
upto 90% of mind power remains hidden and 
unused. 

My course teaches you to use part of this 90% to 
snidy better, to improve your memory, and to get 
success in your exam and competition. 

Surprising But True 

Consider this: You have been learning many 
aubjects in schools or colleges for 10, or 12, or 
more years. It is surprising that they do not spend 
even 1 hour to teach you how to use more of your 
mind power for success. 

My powerful, result-oriemed course will help 
you in everything yms want to study: Endtah, 
Flqisics, Accoiuilhag, History, etc. and for IAS. 
PMT. UT. Board Eaama. FO, Bank, UFSC, 

SSC. CA, CS, etc 

Can't Make You Superman. No Magic. 

I want to nuke it clear that my course cannot 
make you a superman or give you success by magic 
if you do not work hard. 

What my course can do is to help you discover 
the hidden talenti and natural abilities of your mind 
such as reading foster and remembering more in 
less time. 

I guarantee that my course will hel|> you towards 
success if you are a sincere and ambitious student 
who studies average or mote, is different, and 
seriously wants to get success. Both toppers and 
ordinary students will greatly benefit. 

Just as a strong foun^tion helps to build a good 
building, this course helps you to make the best use 
of your hard work and sudying/cooching. 

Infirav* Yo«r Maaory Qaichly 

Ybu will team many easy techniques to improve 
your memory in this course. Let me give brief 
suriunary of two such techniques here. 

ibehnique 1: The brain has two memory stares: 
short-term and long-teim. Research shows that 
without revision, after 24 hours we remember only 
18% After 1 month only 5%. It clearly shows 
that we must revise. But, most students do not 
revise systonaucally, so much of their hard work is 
wasted. I teach j'uu the powerful techniques 
‘Syscematic Revision' and “Daily Routine' so that 
you can revise and remember more in less time. 

llEChnique 2: .Sciemific research has proved that 
for better memory, we should lake rest and not 
study continuously for hours. You will learn my 
technique 'Rest Routine' to get maximum benefit 
from the rest. This technique relaxes you, changes 
your brain waves, and puts you in a ‘Iraming state' 

R«a J Faster to levise Faster 

Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, 
SOO or more words per minute. But, many of us 
read only about 100 words per minute. My 'Finger 
ibehnique' will double your speed in 60 minutes. 

\bu may read slowly for these readons: (1) If you 
read aloud or move lips (2) If you hear sounds in 
your mind 0) If you read one word at a glance 
rather than r^ing many words (4) If, without 
being aware, you read some words again and again. 

This couise will help you to overcome these 
habits. The best use trf reading foster is not to study 
new dialers for the fitat time, but to revise again 
and again quickly so that you can remendier more in 
less time. 

What Will Taa laani 

My course helM you in these Critical Success 
iketm: 1. Good increase in your memory & 
concentration 2. Ybur effectiveness w read foster 
and learn will increase greatly 3. Increase in your 
ability to study longer without getting tired (body or 


A Caa Yaa Aofwar ^ 

' Vhasa Qaafriaai ' 

• For belter memory, should you study 
early In morning or lata in nighl? 

• For better mamoiy, should you road 
faslorslow? Should you study oontinu- 
ousiy or taka rest? 

• Do examinarB give you more marks If 
you write more pages? 

• Which vitamins can help your brain to 
lunciton belter and to Improve your IQ? 

m For how many hours must you stoop? 
l • la il good for your IQ to eat Just batore , 
Vw exam? y 


^ Oar Stadaol Sata 

All ladla Maaiory ftKard 

Our aludani Rajiv Chaudhary has 
racantly sat a mamory raoord. 

(Ltmea Book of Raeorda). 

In Inlarviawa to many nawspapors 
ha said, Tha sacrali of my newly davato^ mamory 
are poalal couraat UInd Power Slutfy IMinlquus and 
MAid Power Miisto from the Mfnd Power RaseaicA 
tosMuto, Udmpur’ 

Batore Joining our couriea. ha was an ordlnaiy 
■tudonl and scorad only 52.3% In High School Exam. 

Aak vouraalf: If this eouraa can help someone to sal 
a new memory reooRl, can It also halp you to Improve 
memory and usa more mind power lor luccass? 

Whol Na«npa|ian, Mag ozioas Say 

•'Simple, afladiva, pracHeal techniques to Improve 
overall Inlalligance and mind power. Evan average 
sludeni can aasHy undarsland' — imaaoiimiB 

•’Powerful, practical, easy, h will help at sludenls, « 
bank offldals and others appearing tor leal, exama 
and intenriaws.” — Indian Banks'AasociMnn EluUMtin 

What Stadaiils Say 

•'Your course halpad me to win GOLD MEDAL in AMIE 
exam. II has bean of Immansa help to me.' 

— Harah Widlian Klmma. Guna 

•'I got 84.4% in S.S.L C My previous 9lh std results 
were only 70%. I am very Ihankful tor your help Pre¬ 
viously, I was only 40% in Maths, but now K is 97%' 

• —Mans WiNiadM. ComiittDM, IN 

•*l lopped DAV College Chandigaih. 1 incraaBed my 
roading spaed from 303 to 1000 words par mmuta.' 

- Sanjaav Diait. VancMcula. Hatyana ^ 

•“Vety useful for my BSc and ICWA exams. Within a w 
single day, I ineraasad my reading spaed from 275 to I 
455 vrordt par mlnula' —S Jayapnkaali. Madna. IN 

a'l am vary happy to intom you lhal my son Ravi 
Anand Ineraasad his reading speed from 228 to sur¬ 
prisingly high 1818 words par maiuM. Thank you for 
youroourea.' —oiMLSinaii. ms. Ey«s>nswn.saa' 

a'Unbaliavably, I improved my reading spaed from 75 
to 200 wonts per minute. My son (In ctosa 4) im¬ 
proved his memory. Ha also Improved Ms reading 
spaed from 45 to 100 --Pml M Bhanagat. PM). PoinMiV «■ USA 
•*l worked hard according to your tochniqiias and im- 
provr.'. My parents are v«y happy. I had never ba- 
fore got dislinciion, but now I gol 78% in Maths and 
80% in SctonCB ' _ .-IVnkai Kumar. Nib*. MS 

mind) or feeling sleepy 4. You will experience liiat 
you are capable of adding much more success 
than you currciuly do (even if you are already very 
good) 6. Enhance your intelligence 6, Improve 
writing, spelling, interview skiUs 7. Learn exam 
seciets to get more marks for what you have atudied 
8 , Avoid big miatakes that can cause foiluie. 

YOU Will Also Loam Thoso 
1. Some nujor mistakes of exam days St how to 
avoid them 2. Mote techniques for improving 
memory, concemration, and imeltigence 3. How to 
use time In the classroom for success 4. Mind maps: 
new sdemifle way to take notes 5. PitMiam yourself 
for success using the power of beliefo, Tmagihation, 
and Neuro Lii^istic Progiammiiv 6. Advanced 
memory techniques to rniember 1^ sequences. 


try R.tj /;,)/)/(.) 


ilo-iala ■■■' 

• BE.BITSPlanl. MTaoh,IITKharagpur.NTSE 
achotor. Rank 5 Rd School Board. 

• WortcLIamous author. I pubitehad 3 compular hooka 
in USA Inehidlng a bast taUIng “MS-DOS Maaiare.’ 

«My Am Job as an anginaar pM o<^ Ra 1000 par 
MONTH. JusITyantotar, laamadSOdolarspar 
HOUR In USA aa eompular axpait and wrtlar. 
a At tha paak of suceaaa, I toft USA to do aomathing In 
our own country. Now, I apand ny toll Ama at tha 
'Mmd Powar Raaaarch InsUtuta * 

• I also laarnt Fianch, Sanakril, Karala, Braaklng 
woodan board by hand, many MadftaUons, ale. 

• Expert: Compulen, EngHah, Mftid Power, Study Tach- 

nlquas. Was a mambar of'Sociaty for Accatoralad 
Learning A Teaching. USA* _ 

spellings, md uxiqiUcued things 7. Interview 
techniques for adf-confideiKe & success 8. How 
examincfs correct answer pqiers, and how to uae 
ihis knowledge to get more marks 9. M^a- 
vitamins can increaae your intelligence during 
cxam-dqys 10. How for 2 types of questions, you can 
get mote marks. 

Topp«r% Uniqu* Coihm 
C omMiws Bast of USA aiKl India 
This uniqiK course combines 5000 year old Indian 
techniques with the latest sdendfic discoveries in bmn 
reseaidi, nutrition, psychology, and music in Americt 
and other couttriei. Veudso gel a green poster of 
Baptus’s OfUical Illusion" ncmique for Conrentnuion 
which was inspired by SOOD-yew old symbol of India 
called Sri Ibnira. Thii coune ia piotocted bv ihe 
Copyright Law so nobody can copy this material. 

Mod Powar Matic far Soccats 

Mind Power Music ia based on Kieniific reseaich 
inm how the mind works, how to relax, how to prog^ 
& control it for our success. The Hidden- Meuagex" in 
music bypass yew conaciou.i mind, go to your 
subconscious mind, and change your behaviour/ habits. 
It also has music and sounds irom nature (river, birds) 
For details on how such relaxing music helps to leam 
foster, please read beai-selling American books 
'Superlearning” or “MegaBnin”, or read our book 
“Mnxl Pxm Music”. 

FREE: Bonus Sections In the Course 

BONUS SECTION 2: How lb Get Maximum 
Benefit From Ybur Professional Education Such As 
Engineering Or Medical. BONUS SECTION 3: 
Success In life Beyond School And College. 


i Beyond School And College. 


100% SUCCESS 
GUARANTEE % 

Use Bie course (code 805) for 31 days and il you are f 
not KWSsatiriied, simply return it by Regd Post ^ 
and wbsH refund you Rs 200 by MP 


You Decide... 

It is up to you now. \bu can turn this page as if ^ 
did not even read it, or you can decide to join this 
course to benefit from my hard wort and success. 

Msceaol Pricoi 

The discount prices Ihis month ate given below. 

So, order now widioui mil to lave money and to 
benefit sooner. 


il ftmw StWy Iwtoto—COMW 


aos 220 a 20 


ebaSOHfMPmiwIliaktoeli_ 

I C mS n etUwpilQiiaoi towiiHf latTe 


All couiiea are sent by Ragieeicd Pott only. No VPP. 
1b Older today, go to your bank or post office, and send 
the frill amoumby D.D. or M.O. in Iho nme of 
M.P.R.I. payable at Udatom- l tMag t hea to: 

Dliecior. Mind Power Reaaeich InsWula 
M8, Mind Powar Chambeie, Sect 4 HIghwey 
Udaipur (RNaattian) 313002 

gKOaUlIL IMiaiCAmLMnygwMaw Wtom nM.gsmgD* 
rt|flhoBMslHOImm0)taWWIMl NsPOwHhire*- MwM 
KwiblwiinliriainMimWIWIniNi USSbwHneatis lift Itooaw- 
awriL CapfriaM by MM. 


For PaortB Vtfia Stuflad in Iton-EnalMModtam 



How to Write and Speak 
Simple and Powerful English 


I^car Iriend, 

My name is Raj Bapna. I invite you to read 
this page about my new research-bused powerful 
course “Bapna's English Course”. 

You can use this easy course to learn quickly 
how to write and speak simple, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you hpw to correctly use 
will/shall. We call it Bapna’s™ WiU/iaiaU 
Rule This ruk has two parts: 

For spea king , always use WILL. During my 4 
years in U^. 1 never heard anyone use SHAIJ.. . 

For writing and for exams, use ‘JX like I'll, 
youil. he’ll, she’ll, they’ll. Tlus is a shcwt-cut. 

In this way, your sentences will always be correct. 

UnIqiM Course 

Please note that my course is not at all like 
Kapidex"* or ocher hmks/courses. I shewed you 
the use of will/sliall so easily and quickly. Many 
books may lake 5 to 10 pages to teach it and so it 
takes you many days to learn to use will/shall 
correedy. Do you folly realize now that my 
course is really unique and different? 

Bapna's Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied by other 
books/enurses because tfiis material is based on 
our research, and we own the copyright and 
trademarks. 

Who Will Greatly Benefit 

This course is not for those \vno studied m 
English mediunl. It is for you if you smdied in 
iinn-Englisli medium. You can ereatlv benefit: 

• II you can understand English when others speak, 
bul you ate not sure of correct way to write or 
speak English Or, if you somciimes make 
mistakes or gel confused when speaking English. 

• II you have used grammar or spoken English books 
to learn English, but did not get success. 

• II you are a student, teacher, professor, doctor, 

CA, ICWA, CS, MBA, engineer, technician, 
scieniist. musician, secretary, phone operator, bank 
ofnci'''. clerk, busincssman. 

• If you are highly motivated to learn simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly 

I Was Weak in English 

opie 


America. And, then 1 reuuned to India. 

Ibd^, I am happy to offer you this course in 
Eimlish-my second dream has come tnw. 

My first dream was to teach students *how to 
study and how to use mote mind ptiwer” to gel 
success in exams and competitions That couiae has 
changed thousands and thousands of lives in the last 
few years. I am more proud of my research and 
contributions in India than iny success in USA. 

Our New Research 

In English, there are many to say anything. 
Some ways are easy and some are difficuU and 
confusing. We did research to find which are easy 
ways and which are dilTiculi ways for people from 
non-English medium In this process, we also 
discovert that some of the world's best magazines 
and books use the simple & powerful ways of 
writing Eiulish. This was an unexpected surprise 
discovery for our research team 
For example, we found that part of Reader’s 
Digest uses simple & powerful ways of writing. 

we developed this new course only for people like 
you who studied in non-English medium. We 
believe this is the first and only such course in the 
world. 



Bio-Data 

• B E. BITS Pllanl MTach.HT 
Kharagpur. NTSE scholar. Rank 5 
Raj School Board 

• Wodd-famous author, ipubllahed 
3 computer books In USA Indudtng I 
a bast sailing ‘MS-DOS Mastars.’ 

My first Job at an anglnaer paid 
only Rs 1000 per MONTH. Juat 7 years lalar, I 
aamad 50 doHart par HOUR in USA as computer 
axpart and writer 

At the peak of success. I Ian USA to do something In 
our own country. Now, I spend my fuH Urns at the 
“Mind Power Rasaatch institute.’ 

I also leami French. Sanskrit. Karale, Brealung 
wooden board by hand, many Madllallons, etc. 
Expert. Computers, English. Mind Power. Study 
Techniques Was a member of ‘Soaety (or 
AccalerBled Learning & Teaching USA' 


I wa.<i burn in Rajastlian where people are weak 
in English. 1 snulied m government non-English 
medium schools. Sq. I was also weak in English. 

On my way to Pilani to join B.E., ai Chirawa 
railway station, I met one P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was also going to Pilani to 
join B.E. 

I started speakii^ in Hindi. Mr Reddy said 
“I do not know Hindi". It was a .surprise and 
shock for me that he did not know Hindi. I had 
never talked in English before and I was not 
confident of talking in Engi'.sh. So.,.! said “I do 
not know English". 

My StrugglB to Learn English 

In the first semester in Pilani, 1 was a topper with 
10 out of 10 grade points, but I was not confidcm in 
English So. I was worried about my weak English. 
I bought many books, guides, dictionaries, 
newspapets 

I worked hard, hut improvement was very slow. 
For example, I look one month to read my first 
novel R. K. Narayan's The Guide because I had to 
search so many words In the dictionary. 

I even iboughi of dropping one semester, sitting at 
home, and learning only English. That time I us^ 
to iliink “Why nobody devel^ a research-based 
course to leadi good simple English for non-English 
medium people like me? And someday I’ll try.* 
Dream Comas True 

I continued to work haid. And finally I improved 
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Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surely 
undersuuid my course. And greatly benefit from it. 
Our belief and experience show that it is better to 
leach English through English than through 
translation. Why? Because it helps students to 
learn to think in English. i 

The complete course has 5 parts for easy learning:! 
Rirt 1 : Essential English 
Part 2 : Imponani and Hclpfol Usage 
Pari 3 : HoW to Wrilr in a Bvwcrful. Effective, and 
Result-Oriented Wsqr 
Part 4 ; Advanced Tbpics 
Part 5 ' Mini Spelling Dictionary 
hn 3 is so easy and powerful that, it is worth 
more than the foil price for the complete course. 

.Some of the olhrr topics in the courK are • 

TWo shoft-cuts to powerful English • Leam to use 
these helpfol words• How to write letters* How 
10 enhance meaning • How lu remember spellings 
and increase vocabulary • Common uswe. 
Bonsfitfrom My Mind Power Expertiee 
You may know that I am an expert in the fields of 
Mind Power. Study Techniques, and Computers. 

I have used this knowledge to make the English 
course easy to learn and easy to remember for you 
llbu begin to improve on die very fust day you get 
this course. Ybu leam simple and powerful uiglish 
in two steps: 

Step 1: Study for 1 hour per day. You can 
complete it in 23 to 40 days. 

Step 2; For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per week .After that, for the next 2 months, 
revise it for I hour pet week. In this way, your 
improvement wilt become permanent. 

Pockwt Cards for Faster Learning 
Keep them in your poiteet to revise in school, in 
cbllMe, in bus, in park, in plwground, etc. So, you 
use the time which other p^le watte. No othv 


Improve Fluent 

Beiiv fluem means that you can sty anything in 
English wittewt hesitation. Some judge you 
fnmi how fluent you are in English. ‘lo be fluent, , 
you need to (1) be able to say almost anything in 
Eiulish (2) be sure dial your sentence is correct. 

'This course will inqirove your fluency in both 
these wm. Remember, fluency helps you to get 
belter job or foster promotion, and to apeak 
confidently at parties or with friends. 

Proof of Success 

• “Before joining your course I could understand 

English but I could not speak English. Now, I can 
sp^ powerful English. * — a**** tingx. fw*. mw 

• “In the past, I was not good at writing as well aa 
speaking English. Using your couise, I am able to 
write simple and better English without mistake 
and I can speak English with others without any 
hesitation. I completed your course in 27 d^.* 

- V H PwMlI. Mn^rwgw. MS 

• “Good and unique course. I was ave^e in 

English. Now 1 can write letters in simple 
English. “ ■' AkiiiiaihiiiiA.AF 

• “I want lo thank you for this valuable English 
course. Now I can write & speak English much 
better than before.* —BhwwMiiHiiM.tMk.Ma 

HM^I for Studante 

If a suidem can leam lo write single but cancel Eng¬ 
lish, he can avoid many common mistakes. 

In exims. leachers give marks for conect usage and 
answers and deduct marks for nusiakcs. This course 
iielpa ynu to avoid mislakes and gel more marks. In this 
way. it helps you build foundation in English Ibr 
schml/collega exams and also for IAS, State Adminisin- 
live Services, MBA, GRE, Clerk, Bank PO. etc. 

Cassettes for 
Spokon English 

If you have a upe lecordcr or Walkman, I stron 
lecommLnd you to also order ihe couise Awten AigUsh 
Practice Book (wuh 2 catselles). Tlie book/casseiles 
give words and sentences of common use you need to re¬ 
peal again and again to get a practice in spoken English. 
The same are recorded for easy practice on cassettes in 
male and female voices The course code ii 125 and die 
price IS. Rs 150 4 25 


G 100% SUCCESS 
^ GUARANTEE ^ 

I Use Ihe course (code 851) for 31 days and V 
if you ate noi 100% satisfied, ^ 

0 simply return it by Regd Post and ” 

we will refund ynu Rs 225 by MO 

You Oocicto... 

Are ynu highly motivafod to leam English quickly in 
eav way’’ If your answer is yes, ihen you should order 
this new unique count today. 

Discount Prices 
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Ce—allaiiiM 


PVlteA 

POif 

Bapna'i English CourM 

asi 

249+20 

Spofcsn Gnglith Prsetics Book 24-pSQot 

[•2CHS*UH) 

129 

190+25 


-ns'' 

39S«2« 


English and beemne ■ successful engincer/author in ^ ^ uselwWlw 


How to Order (Not soki in shops) 


All courses are sent by Registered h»t only. No VPP. 
lb order today, go lo your bank or po« office, and send 
the foil amount by O.D. or M.Ol in Ihe name of 
MJBJLL payable at iiiiai|inr-B^(«Hi..« gg: 

Director. Mind Power Research Institute 
MB, Mind Power Chambers. Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313002 
HtEgRUHI.. WrS* ai CAPirai Mn you IWM. aSdnu. HN. eouiu 
cnclial(1|boNBniofMOlDniiOE(l)teDkafDniN. No IPO or ttegrwi 
Alpiir 14 tw>i tar ordw proaming: dilRf pmlili. UdRjpur^mBdcliQo 
ofif CopyrigM by 







Love-Hate 

Triangle 


eading in bet¬ 
ween the lines one wodd think 
that America is concerned 
more vvith Kashmir than 
Pokhran! Relations between 
India and the United States 
had improved after the cold 
war, but they are still spoiled 
by controversies over non¬ 
proliferation. To this has now 
been added the tensions 
generated by five under¬ 
ground explosions in Pokhran, 
Rajasthan. The US President 
has announced "sanctions" 
against India and his proposed 
visit to India hangs in the 
balance—a case of over- 
reaction, unworthy of a self- 
professed leader-nation of the 
world. 

These conflicts result from 
the American perceptions that 
India is vulnerable to 
technology-denying and that it 
can be equated with its 
neighbour, Pakistan. USA also 
views China as a superior- 
status State because it has 
conducted 45 nuclear explo¬ 
sions. The United States sees 
India's continuing opposition 
to signing, what New Delhi 
considers a basically discri- 
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minatory NPT, as symptomatic 
of India's tendency to obstruct 
global amts control efforts. 

It is India's contention that 
the NPT curbs the spread of 
nuclear weapons to non¬ 
nuclear nations, without 
providing adequate guaran¬ 
tees. It also fails to reduce or 
eliminate weapons. India feels 
that the United States unfairly 
singles it out from Pakistan. 
While controversy surrounds 
(he Pakistani nuclear pro¬ 
gramme, Pakistan is on record 
as having the components of 
the same. Ute hawkish Gohar 
Ayub Khan says that his 
country does possess the atom 
bomb. 

Military experts assess 
capabilities, not intentions. 
India's restraint is exceptional. 
China has increased the size as 
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well as the sophistication of its 
nuclear weapons and the 
superpowers continue their 
own buildups. Yet, tongue-in- 
cheek, they deliver sermons to 
others. The American stance 
has been termed "hypocritical" 
at home. 

The US doublespeak to 
equate India and Pakistan, and 
to woo China, continues to 
hurt Indian sensibilities. The 
equations between China and 
Pakistan indicate that China 
views Pakistan as an important 
instrument of its foreign policy. 
China has been providing 
Pakistan inputs while the US 
chose to look the other way. 
The American policy lends a 
hollow ring to its "pious" non¬ 
proliferation pionouncnnents. 
It has pursued a policy of 
weapon-technology laigesse 


without which Pakistan would 
have been a military non¬ 
entity and China economically 
weak. 

America thinks missiles 
as destabilising; it has not 
convincingly spelled out why 
they are more so in India's 
arsenals than in its own or in 
powerful Fives (P-5s). 
American perceptions ot India 
in the nuclear sphere continue 
to be out of step with Indian 
perceptions and peaceful 
pronouncements. Ilie Ameri¬ 
can arm-twisting in this 
regard will further strengthen 
the love-hate relationship 
between the two biggest 
democracies of the m^ern 
world. The US and China 
have, apparently, ganged up 
against India in favour of 
Pakistan. 
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WINDOWS edition of the 
^ri*V a#ttQl \ record-breaking all-time bestseller 

wap/dex Computer Course 





The 5 ini course for 

Windows, DOS, Word, Excel & FoxPro 


Big size, 


640 Pages 


Price; 


Rs. 149/ 


Become a Computer Professional and Earn Higher Salaiy 

• A unique never-before reader-friendly course 
especially designed for Windows-based software 

• A must buy-now aid for students, stenos, 
typists, executives, accountants and other ^ 
computer users Developed after talking to v 

scores of computer users and analysing y 

computer learning problems. , 

• Over 150 practical examples — supported by , 
illustrations, covering drafting and printing of 
letters, preparing reports and labels, making J 
lively graphics and charts. 

• exclusive section on Internet and E-mail ' 

• Expert tips & tricks to 8^nid and tackle errors 
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The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100 00 each. Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue You 
can also e-mail your response to: MtonSeonipalltiaiiiiwstwxoni The decision of the Editor 
will be final 


PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


A MOBEI. FOR QANDHI 

M^tma Gandhi was undoubtedly a towering figure of 
our tiihes. It is a quirk of history that he has not received the- 
Npbd prize. However, before we ask the Nobel committee to 
rectify their mistake, we have to ask what we have done within 
our couitiry. Apart from the gesture of respect cm his samadhi 
on Gandhi Jayanti, have we ever tried to follow his ideals or 
even try to act like him? The nuclear test shows how far from 
his thinking our nation has gone. 

Nikkil S. Damle 
jttbalpur, Madhya Pradesh 

IDEAL FOR CREATIVE PERSONS 

A career i(r*fashion industry will ensure that a 
creative person finds job satisfaction rather than be stuck 
in an administrative or similar job. It is wrong to say 
that fortunes are made only in certain careers like 
management or computers. A talented person could make 
a name and earn a fortune by making a career in fashion. 
We should not limit our thinking but leave the option of 
choosing the career to the person according to aptitude 
and talent. 

S. Karihik 
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 


THE NUCLEAR 
DEBATE 

Nuclear power cannot 
make a country secure. It will 
only make it more insecure, 
as others will do the same. 
We have gone against Indian 
tradition of peace and 
harmony with neighbours. 
By indulging in an arms race, 
we are playing to the designs 
of USA and China as they do 
not want us to develop to 
become into a great power, 
but spend our resources on 
arms. 

Naikivade Pandunmg 
Beed, Maharashtra 

The nuclear test by India 
has created much hue and cry 
in We.stcrn countries but they 
fail, to understand that it was 
essential because of our 
national security. We are 
surrounded by hostile 
neighbours who were almost 
ready with their nuclear 
devices, as subsequent events 
showed The act by India will 
bring more confidence in our 
defence forces in performing 
their duties with more zeal and 
strength. 

M.fC. Chandola 
do 56 APO 

The foreign powers have 
imposed economic sanctions 
on us but we should not fear 
the impending crisis. We have 
faced a similar situation 
before independence when 
Gandhiji gave a call for 


boycott of foreign goods. That 
time India was not as 
industrialised as it is now. We 
can certainly face the 
sanctions now and emerge 
stronger. 

Varun Soni 
Nagrota Gazian, H.P. 

The world has no business 
in criticising our nuclear test. 
We have only tested a few 
devices but other nations 
possess large nuclear arsenals. 
Why should the West dictate 
terms to us? 

Naiji Imam 
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 

MANAGING 

PERSONALITY 

Personality is an 
integration of physical 
strurture, capacities and 
abilities. Anything which 
upsets the harmonious 
functioning of individual may 
disrupt his life organisation. 
Biological, environmental, loss 
of security and crises in life 
disturbs individual's pattern 
of living. 

Ms Paramita Palit 
Bhubutestoar, Orissa 

Personality comes with 
birth. With the passage of time 
it can be groomed and 
polished. It is something 
personal and basically we 
remain the same person 
always. 


FASHION 

PASSION 

Your cover story on the 
fashion industry shows that, 
besides looks and appearance, it 
is also important to develop 
oneself from within. This point 
touched me deeply and I feel that 
we should keep our objective 
firmly before us and not get 
carried away by the glamour 
portrayed in the media. 

Asi/ Ahmad Khan 
Muzaffiirpur, Bihar 


RAGGING 

Ragging is necessary to 
improve the relations between 
seniors and juniors. It i&’light- 
hearted and fun. The few 
cases of brutality occur 
because the new students do 
not cooperate with .their 
seniors. Since you have to be 
tough to survive in today's 
world, I do not see anything 
wrong with ragging. 

Khal^ Mahmood 
Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh 


K.S. Sarma 
Halwara, Punjab 
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SELECTED BOOKS FOP. ALL 


HBAtmAsar 


Natural Healing with Reiki 

SuUideopak Malvai 1(M.00 

Uiiveiluig the Socrets of Reiki 

M. Subramaniam 

195.00 

Wondeia of Magnetotherapy 

Dr. S. K Sharma 

60.00 

Nature Cure for Health & Happinesa 

Dr. Satish Goal 

60.00 

Family Homeopathic Guide 

Dr. S.K. Sharma 

60.00 

Miracles ofUrine Therapy 

Dr. S. K. Sharma 

40.00 

Health in Your Hands 

Dr. S. K. Sharma 

60.00 

Food for Good Health 

Dr. S. K. Sharma 

60.00 

Juice Therapy 

Dr. S. K. Sharma 

60.00 

Be Young & Healthy for 100 Year 

Dr. Puahpa Khurana 50.00 

Pregnancy & Child Care 

Dr. Satiah Goal 

60.00 

Causes & Cure of Blood Pressure 

Dr. Satiah Goel 

60.00 

Causes & Cure of Diabetes 

Dr. Satiah Goal 

60.00 

Ladies Slimming Coui-se 

Dr, Satiah God 

60.00 

Be Your Own Doctor 

Dr. Santa Oupta 

60.00 

Acupuncture & Acupressure Guide 

^.Satiah Goal 

80.00 

The Awesome Challenge of AIDS 

Dr. Puihpa Khuinift 40.00 

Cancer-An Environmental Disease 

Dr Puhpa Khmvto 60.00 

Ladies Health Guide 

Or. S. K. Shanna 

60.00 

Skin Care 

Dr. Bans Gupta 

60.00 

Hair Style 

Dr. Rena Gupta 

60.00 

Beautician Course 

Dr. Rwtt Gupta 

60 00 

Low Calories Diet 

ThhliaaKaul 

96.00 

Reiki Manual (I Degree) 

M. Subramaniam 

100.00 

Reiki Distance Healing Manual 

M. Subramaniam 

100.00 

How to keep Fit 

H. Kumaiia 

20.00 

Causes & Cuie of Heart Ailments 

Dr Satiah Gael 

60.00 

Surya Chikitsa 

Achaiya Satyanand 

60.00 

Sex for all 

Dr. Satiah 

50.00 

Vatsyanana Kamasutra 

Dr. B. R. Kiahore 

26.00 

Manual of Sex & Tantra 

Dr. B. R Kiahore 

40.00 

GENERAL BOOKS 


Remedial Vaastushaatra 

Dr. Bhitjrsi Dwivadi 160.00 

Compreheuive Vaiatuahastra 

PL Gopal Sharma 

60.00 

Sampuran Vaattuihastra 

Dr. Bho/rsi Dwivadi 150.00 

Commercial Voastn 

Dr. Bhojru Dwivodi 

150.00 

Environmental Vaastu 

Dr. Bhojrsi Dwivodi 150.00 

Practical Vaastushaatra 

Acharaya Satyanand 150.00 

Study of Omens 

Dr. Bhi^j Dwivodi 

6000 

ThithofLife 

Veena Malik 

40.00 

General Knowledge Tbday (1998) 

Sanjetv Ainra 

40.00 

The Book of Best Quotations 

Dr. B. R. Kiahore 

30.00 

Nostradamus & Prophecies of the Next Milleninm 

A. K. Sharma 

12500 

Thbassum's Jokes (TVunsloted by) 

B. K. Chaturvadi 

35.00 

India lAlVavel Guide 

Dr. B. R. Kiahore 

250.00 

Famous Iburist Centres of India 

B. R Chaturvedi 

60.00 

Piligi'image Centres of India 

B. R Chaturvedi 

50.00 

Cheiro’s Language of Hie Hand 

Cheiro 

40.00 

Cheiro’a Book of Astrology 

Cheiro 

50.00- 

Cheho't Book of Numberology 

Cheiro 

30.00 

Learn Hindi in 30 days 

Krishna (kipal Vipai 30 00 

Hindi Learning t Speaking Course 

Krishna Gopti Vipal 20.00 

Eve in the India Kitchen 

Mai\jal Kiahore 

20.00 

Famous Tburist Onties of India 

B. R Chaturvedi 

60.00 

Charle't Crosswords Book 

P. Charles 

25.00 

Dances of India 

Dr. B. R Kiihort 

26.00 

Dresses & Costumes of India 

B. R Chaturvadi 

20.00 

Yoga-The Ught of Spiritoal Oiiciplin* 

Acharya Bhagwan Dev 201)0 

Jewellery of India 

B. R Chabrrvtdi 

20.00 

Diamend'a Book of Word Powr 

RChailaa 

20.0p 

Diamond's Dietionaty of Synonyma 

P. Charics 

40.00 

Ecstasy & Agony 

Dr. airing Shah 

30.00 

In the Shadows of (Novel) 

AmitraSahaya 

40H0 

Freedom Struggle of India 

R. N. Sanyal 

20.00 

Homs Decoration 

Dr. Renu Gupta 

60.00 

The Dictionaiy of Antonyms 

P(3iariw 

25.00 

Indian Microwave Cooking 

IhhlinaKaul 

60D0 

Kypnotiim 

AchaiysYipuIRso 

60.00 

S43 Paces of India (Hard Bound) 

HDSin^ 

1600.00 
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Computer Hardwaia Rapalrinr Guido 

Shaahank Jehri 

50.00 

Computer Prepummlng R Opanting OuMi 

ShashankJuhri 

40.00 

Diamondh Vhcabulary That 

PCharlsa 

25.00 

Mathemaliesl Puzxle 

B.R Chaturvadi 

26.00 

Love Letten lor you 

B. R Oiaturvedi 

30.00 

Dyamic Buaineaa Letter Writer 

Dr. R R Kiahots 

80.00 

Everyday Lettera 

Dr.RRKiahora 

35.00 

Numanlogy 

Dr. B. R Kiahoia 

20.00 

Rail Kb Nagme (Romenl 

Dr. B. R Kiaiioia 

50.00 

Cheie for Fteaauia 

Dr. R R Xiabon 

2500 

Chenakya Neoti 

B.R Chaturvedi 

30.00 

Kautilya Aithihaatra 

BR. Chaturvedi 

25.00 

Pteedom In Our Hands 

A. Bomaeundaram 

90.00 

OSEATPEBSONALnY 


Rpjiv Gandhi (In Pieturea) 

Mandakini 

20.00 

Diana, Tha Ptineeaa of Wahi 

Pmkaih Nagaieh 

60.00 

AkbarthaGRit 

B. R Chaturvedi 

35.00 

Ashoka tha Great 

B. R Chaturvedi 

30.00 

YogirpiArvind 

Aihok Kauahika 

20.00 

LordBudha 

B. R Chaturvedi 

30.00 

Ram Krishna Paramhana 

BRKiihon 

20.00 

Maaaiah of Poor Motimr Ihian 

B. R Chaturvadi 

40.00 

PKi.Tnmti 


Mahabharata 

Dr. B. R Xiihore 

30.00 

Ramayana 

Dr. R R Riahoiu 

30.00 

Gods 6 (kiddMaaa of India 

B. R Chaturvedi 

35.00 

Paste k FasUvala of India 

ManiahVhima 

35.00 

Chaliaa Sangrah (Roman) 

iR P Hiugurani 

25.00 

Dutgn Chnliaa (Raman) 

RR Chaturvedi 

26.00 

Srimad Bhagwnt Goote (Banikiit ft BhHiU 

DuyanaadVama 

60.00 

The Hymno ft Orisoni of Lord Shiva (Ramon) 

B. R Qiaturvedi 

26.00 

Sn Hanuman Chaliaa (Roman) 

B.R Oiaturvadi 

26.00 

Rigvada 

Dr. B. R Kiahore 

20.00 

Samvada 

Dr. R R Kiahore 

20.00 

Ypiurvada 

Dr.RRKiihore 

20.00 

Alharveda 

Dr. R R Kiiliiaa 

20.00 

PUgrimaga Cantrea of India 

B. R Chaturvedi 

80.00 

Hinduiim 

Dr. B. R Kiahoia 

30.00 

Sri-Ram-Oiarit Manas 

(Ikanilated By) 8.P Qjha 

120.00 

SAI LITERATURE £ SPIRITUALnY 


The.Divina Glory of Shti Shitdi Sai Baba 

Or.S.P.Ruhela 

150.00 

(Expetienom of Devotees in the Poat-Samadlii Period (1916-1917) 


Siirdi Sai: The Supreme 

Or. 8.P. Ruhala 

80.00 

The Divine Glory of Sri Shirdi Sai Baba 

ChakorAJgaonkar 

40.00 

Communicatioa from the Spirit of 



Sri Shirdi Sai Baba 

B. Umamaheswaia Rao 

60.00 

Sai Baba of Shirdi 

B.R Chaturvedi 

30.00 

Sri Shirdi Sai Bhigaiuyali (In Bomaa) 

Dr. S.P. Ruhela 

9UOO 

Wonhip of Sri Sa^a Sai Baba (In Roman) 

Dr. S. P Ruhela 

90 00 

The Miracle Man: M Sathyn Sai Baba 

B. R Chaturvedi 

30 00 

Divine Grace of Sri Shirdi Sai Baba 

Dr. S.P Ruhela 

160.00 

Thui Spake Sri Shirdi Sai Baba 

U. UmamaJMSwara Rao 

30.00 

The Eteroal Sai 

B. Maaney 

25.00 

Sri Sathya Sai Baba: Undeiatanding 



His Mystery and Eaperienm Hia Icve 

Or. S.P Ruhela 

60.00 

Wtatid Paaea and Sri Sathya Sai Avtar 

Dr. ftp Ruhela 

60.00 

Sri Sathya Sai Baba: A Biography 

B. R Chaturvedi 

126.00 

Divine Revalatlena of a Sai Davotea 

Or, S. P Ruhela 

60.00 

RiahiRamRam 

Ybgi Minocher R Spanear 

100.00 

(hieneaB with God 

Yogi Minocher R Spencer 

100.00 

Quitt TUks with the Master 

Eva Ban Bather 

60.00 

Advanhitai with Evd Spirits 

Joseph J. Ghoah 

80.00 

AChild ftom tha Spirit World Speaks 

RRHakraiti 

30.00 

Realm of Sidhana (What SaiaU ft Mexteia Say) ChakorAkaonkar 

30.00 

Future is in our Henda 

A. Somaundaram 

90.0 
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According to W.H. not require such a rigorous Archipelago and so on. the shadows, may remain an 

Hudson, 'A classic may be posture of body or mind or Anything that is banned for illusion like the mirage in the 

simply defined as a book both and still the reader may some inexplicable reasons, desert, 

which has stood the test of see throi^h the game that ends earns undue publicity, as a The cultural canvas of a 
time, and by its stability and in making a fortune, by the result of which it hopes to civilised society comprises the 

permanence, and the author and his/her publisher become the best seller of the classics in words, colours 

universality and persistency Unlike the best sellers, times, more by default than (paintings), stones (sculpture 

of its appeal, has given whose success is measured by by design. Memoirs of high and architecture), music, 

unmistakable assurance of the money they mint and the ranking public men, that melody and dance, as also the 

immortal life.'. A best seller markets they manipulate, the unravel unknown facts and best sellers that convey the 

may be in tl^''genre o(^ salutary sway of classics is nearly border on 'sensational various achievements of its 

literature like fi^oq; drama evaluated by their impact on disclosures', create a market of people m terms of pelf, power 

or poetry, a travalogiie or an human minds. The galaxy of their own, even before they hit and prestige. In the all- 

adventury story, an classics that will always the stands and sell like hot powerful media world of 
autobiography or a biography, enthuse and enlighten the cakes. Unlike the classics, that today, there are the best-selling 

an exposure of a sex-scandal coming generations, comprise are the elixir of troubled minds artists by a dozen as well as 

of some celebrity or some (to name only a few) Balrniki's and restive hearts, best sellers those in a microscopic 

untold facts of a war or Ramayana, Vyas's Mahabharat, add fuel to the fire of our minority who refuse to 

espionage and the like, the life Tagore's G/fan/fl/i, Aurobindo's curiosity and queer mental compromise their conscience 

of which may not be longer Scnitri, the BiWc (the best seller make-up. for purely commercial 

than the life of a rain-fed as well), Homer's////ad, Dante's "Literature flourishes best calculations. A classic is the 
stream, which splashes with The Divine Comedy, Milton's when it is half a trade and half sonorous saga of man's tryst 

water and comes to life once a Paradise lu)st,Tolstoy's War and an art", said a nineteenth with life's quest, now, before 

while. Peace, and similar other century wit, who made this and after. It is something that 

A best seller delineates creations born out of human cogent comment, perhaps, survives the vagaries and 

the curves and contours of a concepts and their unaware of the bitter vicissitudes of Hme, 

topical subject and creates conceptualisation in words. On realities that were to withstands the jibes of the 

waves across the board and the other end of the spectrum overtake our age. ignorant and remains a 

then succumbs to oblivion or stand out the best sellers that In the old days, the artist precious possession and a 

obscurity and makes way for have held the breath of readers produced the art first then hallowed heritage of the entire 

another money-spiruier (best- from time to tinr.t. The list of looked for somewhere to human race. Between the 

seller). If a classic survives the such books (to mention a few display it. Now the artist buys conscience keepers of 'classics' 

ravages of time, because of titles only) includes detective the display premises first then and the worldly success of 

its inherent strength and fiction by Agatha Christie and orders up the art. Since 'best sellers' stands the 

sublime subject, a best seller Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, commercial considerations . colossus, an outstanding 

is trarvsitory in nature and at Nabakov's Lolita, German! have over-shadowed sensi- genius of all tjmes, 

tines even trivial in substance. Das's The Maharaja, Rushdie's bilities and sensitivities of Shakespeare, who as an icon 

In order to understand a Midnight Children, Atundhati authors and their patroie, one of literature, enjoys the 

classic, we need to lift Roy's The Cod of Small Things, finds best sellers hitting the unique aura of a classic and 

ourselves bodily and become Mydral's The Asian Drama, markets every now and then, the popularity of the best 

a living soul. A best seller may Solzhenistyn's The Gulag but a classic emerging out of seller. 
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US President Bill CHnian's visit to China 
attracted much criticism as the USA appeared 
to appease China endlessly. The Chinese scored 
symbolic and practical victories, capitalising 
on the US policy of "constructive engagement" 
towards it. The two countries lectured India 
and Pakistan about nuclear non-proliferation, 
while the US turned a blind eye on China's 
activities such as helping other nations in 
acquiring nuclear weapons, human rights and 
other long-standing disagreements. This feature 
describes the visit and examines US policy of 
pleasing China at all costs. What are the new 
geo-political realities of this policy and what 
does it mean for India? 

I F diplomatic ties between USA and 
China could be taken as a match, China 
has gained several rounds over the 
superpower. On the visit to China by 
President Clinton, which concluded on 
July 3, 1998, the first by a US President 
since suppression of the democracy 
movement in Tiananmen Square, the US 
conceded several points without contest. 
There were none of the protests about 
human rights violations by China, its 
selling lethal weapons to other countries 
or of its forced abortion policy. Despite 
public announcements in the past on these 
issues, the US was suddenly playing meek 
with a nation that had emerged as a 
superpower; its counter in the world arena. 

China, on the other hand, scored 
psychological and practical points and did 
not concede anytl^g. On June 27, it took 
President Clinton, to Tiaiuirunen Square, 
the venue of an official reception, tlie place 
where it had had a confrontation with pro- 
democracy students in 1989. China, thus, 
won a major political victory and showed 
to the world that it could dictate terms to 
the US, which had strongly protested about 
the episode. 

The US, for its part, has l^n rather 
confused about how it shoulc^eal with 


China. The world's most populous 
communist nation has also become one of 
the most important, with its growing 
economic muscle and influence in the 
region. The Western world decided that 
the policy to deal with it should not be 
one of confrontation or isolation, but of 
constructively involving it, both in trade 
and dialogue. China understands this 
policy only too well, making full use of it, 
dictating terms to the US. So far, it has 
been getting away with it, as no Western 
power has dared to do anything that 
would cause irritation to China. 

Outstanding Issues 

T his is not to say that there are no 
disagreements. For example, the US 
has often raised the issue of human rights 
and the brutal suppression of dissent in 
China. Activists like Harry Wu claim that 
China sells human organs from executed 
prisoners. Tbet has been a long-standing 
issue while US companies claim that 
China's markets are not really open. 

China mostly turns a deaf ear to these 
complaints and, instead, gives a list of its 
own demands. It wants USA to stop 
dealing with Taiwan and stick to a "one 
China" approach. It insists that human 
rights are its internal matter. Yet, if the 
latest visit of the US President raised any 
hope that such issues would be discussed, 
they were soon discarded. What the world 
saw instead was a total acceptance of 
China's ternis and President Clinton 
conceding points to China. 

The Chinese also played their hand 
well as they knew that Clinton would not 
act decisively Faced with problems at 
home, and hds unwillingness to have a 
confrontation, he was willing to go along 
widi what was organised. He, thus, lost a 
chance to show the American public that 
he could be strong when he wanted to. 


Instead, he let China gain advantage. 

The incidents, however, did show die 
Chinese attitude towards Clinton. While 
its propaganda machine churned out 
epithets comparing Clinton to Franklin 
Roosevelt and Richard Nixon, it showed 
little regard for the visiting President by 
continuing to arrest dissidents even while 
Clinton was in Xian. On no occasion was 
the President firm in his dealing with 
China. This, and the statements issued by 
leaders of the two countries, dismayed the 
world and prompted strong reactions. 

Passed Over 

I f was Japan that first reacted strongly 
0 the meeting. The sentiment in the 
country was that Japan was being "passed 
over" by increasing US cooperation with 
China. So strong was the sentiment that 
US Secretary of State Madeline Albright 
rushed to Tokyo on a mission to assuage 
hurt feelings, more so because Clinton did 
not stop there on his way from Chirui. After 
meeting Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, a statement was issued which 
talked of ‘unshakable friendship' between 
the two countries. 

Taiwan had to be similarly reassured. 
US officials had to issue public statements 
that Clinton's visit did not indicate that 
Washington was bolstering China's 
position on reunifying Taiwan with the 
mainland. Clinton had, in Shanghai, 
agreed to the "three no's" policy; no 
support for independent Taiwan, no 
recognition for a separate Taiwanese 
government and no backing Taiwan's 
entry into international organisations. This 
was the first public reiteration of the policy 
by a US President and it ruffled feathers 
in Taiwan. ' 

India too had reason to be offended. 
The joint Sino-US statement demanded 
immediate commitments from India and 
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Pakistan against deploying nuclear 
weapons. Feigning concern for peace and 
stability in South Asia, veiled threats were 
issued to both the countries to sign the 
CTBT unconditionally. The Ministry of 
External Affairs issued a rejoinder and 
termed the Sino-US self-righteous cant 
as reflective of a "hegemonistic 
mentality of a bygone era". The 
hypocrisy was remarkable; despite 
having helped Pakistan make the 
nuclear bomb, and possessing a nuclear 
arsenal of its own, China saw nothing 
wrong in advising India on nuclear non¬ 
proliferation. 

It also became clear that the US did 
not understand, or has ignored, India's 
security threats. Sandwiched between 
two unfriendly nuclear powers who 
share weapons technology, India claims 
it had no option for its act. The USA 
chose to gloss over China's role and it 
joined the proliferator in lecturing 
India on the virtues of non¬ 
proliferation. 

Sheer Opportunism 

W HAT the world saw during 
Clinton's visit was the diabolical 
dimension of polite speeches which 
smothered burning issues and, instead, 
gave in to the interest of companies who 
did business with the Chinese. For 
Clinton, the turnaround was complete. 
In his first nomination acceptance 
speech, he had spoken of "butchers of 
Beijing" while referring to the 
Tiananmen Square massacre. Now, he 
was playing v.p to the same regime, 
following the path of previous US 
governments to go soft on issues where 
the interest of big business was involved. 
The Clinton visit showed that US 
concerns of democracy and human 
rights were only superficial, which gave 
way to sheer opportunism in the pursuit 
of business interests. 

It was because of the business interests 
that the Chinese leadership got 
everything it wanted and gave away 
nothing. The US President did not utter 
a word of disapproval on China's record 
of nuclear and missile proliferation. He 
cduld refer only perfunctorily to human 
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rights and Tibet. It was for others to figure 
out how to deal with this alliance of 
commercial interests of the two global 
powers. 

For India, equations had changed 
suddenly and China succeeded in isolating 
it. The country was right in worrying 
about the US-China-Pakistan axis, even 
though US Ambassador Richard Celeste 
denied it. In fact, India now has to deal 
with covert and overt cooperation between 
Pakistan and China, with the US a silent 
ally of China. In US policy of 
appeasement, India is suddenly 
confronted with a new global reality. At 
least for South Asia, the US role of global 
policeman found an ally in China. In the 
new scenario, nations would have to align 
with one of the two powers. It was no 
wonder that India found itself increasingly 
isolated. 

Challenge before India 

T he challenge before India is to counter 
this growing isolation. Hew it does so 
depends on the skill of our leaders. 
Primarily, since trade is the new language 
of international diplomacy now, India 
must open up its economy so that it 
becomes increasingly attractive for US - 
companies. Once this happens, a lobby 
will automatically be created in the US 
that will want closer relations with India 
In this context, the'efforts in the latest 
budget to protect Indian companies are 
retrograde and would never result in 
better relations with the US. Perhaps, 
India can learn a thing or two from China 
and see the skilful manoeuvring of trade 
interests in dictating terms to the USA. 
The country must realise that if commerce 
is the language that the world 
understands, it must be strong and speak 
that language rather than isolate itself 
further. 

It is also clear that China is emerging 
as a central player in North East and South 
Asia. US policy is being framed keeping 
this in mind. Even though it has 
aggravated the arms race in Asia, China 
now has donned the garb of the global 
policeman. It is seen by the US government 
as a honest broker and the final 
adjudicator. In a world where all ethical 


considerations have been thrown to the 
winds, the role of China will become more 
arrogant. It has already successfully 
swallowed Tibet without even a token 
opposition from the international 
community. What prevents it from 
exercising similar territorial escapades 
with neighbours like India, especially 
since it knows that the world will 
conveniently look the other way? 

A China with USA in its pocket is a 
belligerent China. There is no doubt that 
President Jiang understands the 
implications of the latest visit by the US 
President. The coimtry made sure that the 
world was witness to tire psychological 
points it scored. 

China today has considerable 
economic and military muscle. It also has 
ambitions to dominate South Asia, 'fhis 
is evident from the 1%5 war with India 
and when it took some of its territory 
and has refused to talk about it. Ihc take¬ 
over of Tibet and its helping Pakistan 
with nuclear weapon programme also 
shows the blatant disregard for 
international opinion. The growing 
influence of China indeed causes a great 
threat to India. Like it or not, India must 
j increase its standing with the US in orde, 

!. to get over the US-China-Pakistan axis. 

! Indian diplomacy would do well to 
! concentrate on the US angle in the 
I coming months. 

I This is not a difficult task, since India 
! too has a large market of its own. 

Moreover, it also has a judicial system and 
I weU-established commercial laws, which 
I is not the case in China. If China can lure 
! US investment, India is in a better position 
I to do so. However, China does not have 
I a swadfshi brigade thriving on unjustified 
I national pride. India would do well to 
I grow out of its unnecessary baggage and 
j try to improve its economic situation. So 
! far it has failed to woo the Americans 
who have thus granted undue importance 
to China. It is time that policy-makers tried 
to change this. Whether India has any 
forward-looking bureaucrat or policy¬ 
maker is doubtful, of course, and there is 
no doubt that if things remain thus, India 
will find itself increasingly marginalised 
in the global dance of the two 
superpowers. 
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May 2-3, 1998 would not only be 
remembered for long by the entire Europe, 
but also by the whole world. On this date, in 
Brussels, the Presidents and Prime Ministers 
of 15 European Union (EU) nations took a 
giant and irreversible leap forward towards 
achieving the long-cherished dream of 
adopting a new common currency for its 
eleven members. While economic gains 
expected from this hitoric decision are 
immense, the driving force behind adoption 
of the new currency, called "Euro", is an old 
political deal between the former French 
President Francois Mitterand and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. The move represents 
the strong determination of the member 
countries to move closer to a complete 
monetary union of the region. 

Historic Decision 

N otwithstanding the anticipated 

economic and resultant political gains, 
no country in the world would generally 
agree to give up one of the most dominant 
expressions of national sovereignty—its 
naljonal currency. The very fact that the 
eleven EU members have been able to 
achieve this formidable task despite stiff 
public opinion against it back home, is an 
indicator of their resolve to convert the 
region into a zone of rapid economic 
growth, by dramatically increasing its 
share in the world trade. 

The advent of euro is just the 
beginning of a cycle which would complete 
itself by July, 2002 AD. At Brussels, eleven 
countries including Austria, Belgium, 
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Spain were voted as first time 
members, while Britain, Sweden and 
Denmark opted out by choice and Greece 
was yet to meet the prescri^ economic 
criteria. In addition. Frankfurt-based 


European Central Bank (ECB) was 
formally established, with a Dutchman, 
Wim Duisenbetg, as its head for a half- 
term of 4 years. The EU Summit also 
determined the exchange rates of 
Deutsche marks, French franc, liras, 
guilders, escudos, schillings and pesetas 
vis-a-vis euro. 

The next four-year period would be 
the transitional period, during which 
many landmarks are required to be 
achieved, before the local currencies cease 
to exist and euro becomes the only legal 
tender for the entire Euroland. HU January 
1, 1999, the member countries would 
continue to use their national currencies 
and euro would not be introduced as a 
common currency. They would, however, 
prepare for the impending changes. On 
this day, the ECB would announce 
irrevocable conversion rates between the 
existing currencies and the euro, along 
with cross exchange rates. AU interbank 
exchange rate quotes would be in euro 
and ail interbaiik payments would also 
be exclusively in euro. AU new sovereign 
debt would be in eurobonds. The region 
would come under a common monetary 
poUcy of the ECB and all the wholesale 
payments would be in euro. Upto January, 
2002, national currencies would continue 
to be used intemaUy for retail transactions 
by the common men and introduction of 
euro would only represent an accounting 
measure for external trade, debt and 
interbank transactions. 

The year 2002 would witness a 
complete change-over. In January, 2002, 
Euro notes and coins would be formally 
introduced in the Euroland. Upto end of 
June, 2002, there would be gradual 
withdrawal of local coins and currency 
notes and dual legal tender would 
continue. From July, 2002 onwards, tlie 
local currencies would be completely 


withdrawn and euro would be the only 
legal currency in the region. 

It was a dream come true to many EU 
leaders. Beginning from the Maastricht 
Treaty in February 1992, when all the EU 
countries resolved to establish a European 
Monetary Union (EMU), the path to euro 
has been fairly long. The Madrid Summit 
in December, 1995 decided a time table 
for achieving the dream monetary union 
and also gave the name "euro" to the 
proposed common currency. Since the 
Madrid Summit, the member countries 
tried to achieve the fixed economic criteria, 
mobilised the public opinion and made 
required changes in the monetary 
management, to prepare themselves for 
this historic event. 

Economic Criteria 

M aastricht Treaty had laid down 
certain pre-conditions which all the 
EU countries were required to achieve by 
the end of 1997. This was done with a view 
to ensure that on certain economic 
parameters, all the countries should have 
a degree of uniformity, so that the 
{ monetary union could turn out to be 
I successful. The member countries were 
I required to bring down the fiscal deficit 
I to a level of 3 per cent of the GDP or less, 
and to bring down the public debt to a 
level not beyond 60 per cent of the GDP. 
While the long-term interest rate was 
pegged at a level of 7.7 per cent or less, 
the inflation rate was prescribed to be less 
tlian 3.2 per cent. In addition, the Central 
Banks were to remain independent from 
political authority. 

As most of the countries failed to 
achieve the prescribed level of tlie public 
debt, the target was modified and it was 
now required to be "approaching the 60 
per cent level at a satisfactory rate". After 
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the initial commitment, Britain, Sweden 
and Denmark opted out by choice, owing 
mainly to extremely negative and 
aggressive public opinion, on the one 
hand, and their policy to wait and watch, 
on the other. Greece was leftout as it failed 
to qualify in terms of economic criteria 
laid down. 

With a total population of 290 
million, the eleven countries of the 
Euroland represent about 19 per cent of 
the GDP of the entire world, which is 
almost equal to that of the USA. Japan 
represents less than 8 per cent of the 
world's GDP. The total trade of the EU 
countries is around 19 per cent of the 
world trade, while the share of the USA 
is less than 17 per cent and that of Japan 
around 8 per cent. This represents the 
economic strength of the EU vis-a-vis the 
USA and Japan and no country in the 
world would be able to ignore the euro¬ 
zone in trading. 

There is already a lot of speculation 
in the world about fte strength of euro as 
compared to the US dollar. At present, US 
dollar is used as a hard currency by most 
of the Central Bardcs in the world to invest 
their reserves. Euro would give yet 
another choice to these banks. As per the 
latest figures released by the Internatioiul 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and Bank of 
International Settlements, in the year 1975, 
79 per cent of the official reserves of the 
world were held in US dollars, which 
percentage came down to around 62 per 
cent in 1995. During the same period, 
Japanese yen improved from less than one 
per cent to 7.5 per cent, while the four 
currencies of the Europe (Deutsche 
mark, French franc, Swiss franc and the 
Dutch guilder) improved their share to 
20 per cer*, from 12 per cent during the 
same 20-year period. Now, euro is likely 
to emerge as a strong alternative to the 
US dollar as a reserve currency. 
Moreover, the euro would possess all the 
three conditions of convertibility, 
stability and liquidity, which are 
expected from a strong international 
currency to be used as a reserve 
currency. It is projected that introduction 
of euro would witness a gradual decline 
to the extent of 30 per cent in the demand 


for dollar reserves. 

Developing countries, in particular, 
would prefer to have euro as a reserve 
currency. Most of the countries in the 
world, including India, follow a poUcy of 
pegging their exchange rates against a 
single currency or a basket of certain 
currencies, as per the weights attached to 
them. Both the systems have their 
advantages and disadvantages. In case of 
use of a single strong currency for this 
purpose, short-term stability is there, but 
the exchange rate may fluctuate following 
political, economic and strategic 
upheavals in that country. But such a 
system is more transparent and is 
relatively much easier to operate and 
manage. A basket-peg, on the other hand, 
has the advantage of greater stability and 
resistance from country-specific events 
affecting the exchange rate. This type of a 
system can be further supplemented and 
managed by the market interventions by 
the Central Bank. Most of the developing 
countries prefer the latter system for the 
purpose of stability. Introduction of euro 
and its use as exchange control unit would 
provide the developing countries with the 
advantages of both the single currency as 
well as the basket peg. The reason is that 
while euro would be a single currency, it 
would have the advantage of basket peg 
also, as it would represent the currencies 
of eleven European countries, including a 
few economically strong ones like 
Germany and France. 

Indian Interests 


VC 


a market larger than the USA, 


tremendous opportunities to the partner 
countries. At present, EU is India's largest 
trading partner, accounting for her 28 per 
cent imports and 25 per cent exports. 
Hence, India should be seriously 
concerned at the developments and must 
try to prepare herself to face the new 
economic regime in Europe. A wide 
market would offer cheaper foreign 
currency loans to the Indian corporates in 
a euro-curr«ncy market. At present, Indian 
corporates prefer to issue bonds in liquid 
currencies like US dollars, the Deutsche 
mark and Japanese yen. When euro comes 


into being, it would be more attractive to 
issue bonds in euro, as such bonds 
would cover the entire region and 
would not remain restricted to one 
country. The percentage of Indian 
external debt, denominated in 
European currencies, is also expected 
to go up after the euro transactions 
commence. 

With the total aiuiual value of the 
output exceeding $ 6 trillion, traders in 
any country cannot afford to ignore the 
economic might of the Euroland. Foreign 
exchange departments of many 
international banks are already 
providing quotes on euro forwards 
against dollar, pound sterling and yen. 
With lesser exchange rate risks, euro 
would certainly be very popular with the 
importers and exporters of many, 
countries. Considering the Maastricht 
criteria, the interest rates are also 
expected to fall in the world, reducing 
the cost of finance considerably. 

Before January, 1999, Indian banks, 
custom houses and the RBI have to 
prepare to issue and receive invoices, bills, 
interbank payment vouchers and letters 
of credit in euros. This is essential if the 
volume of trade with the EU is to be 
maintained. Moreover, with lower 
interest rates, the euro-debt may be 
cheaper than the dollars and there may 
be a gradual shift towards euro-debt. 
Indian business houses, the government 
and the RBI must plan to take advantage 
of this and with a view to spread the 
risk, some dollar reserves must be 
substituted by the euro. 

While India and Pakistan are 
locking horns with reciprocal nuclear 
tests and are indulged in the perilous 
arms race, the European countries 
which have witnessed more wars than 
any other region, are striving hard to 
achieve economic cooperation and 
integration, forgetting the past enmities. 
By setting aside all the speculation 
about the failure of this initiative, the 
euro-eleven have set an example to all 
the countries in the world, on how gain 
from regional cooperation and trading. 
It may turn out to be the first step 
towards virtual unification of the entire 
Europe. 
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Is Ponulatian to Btame for ninsP 


Ask anyone to name the most imporliml 
problems fiicinf' India and nry In^li in llir list 
would be that of population. Most of us belieiv 
that unchecked population growth has led to 
India remaining a poor country. It is often said 
that the fruits of economic ditvlopment arc 
quickly eaten away by increasing numbers. This 
month uv debate whether population is really 
a cause of our poverty and enidronment degra¬ 
dation, as is commonly believed. Or does it 
hide other problems that we do not want to do 
anything about? 

Mr A Friends, tlierc can liardly be 
any doubt that India has a very large I 
population. It is now 940 million and 
growing at a phenomenal rate. Soon, wc 
will have more than one billion people 
and in a few years, we would even 
cross China to become the most popu¬ 
lous nation in the world. Such increase 
in population causes great pressure on 
our natural resources. Moreo\’cr, since 
production of food and development of 
infrastructure grows at a rate less than 
the rate of population gnm'th, we will 
successively become poorer. I dread to 
think what is going to happen to our 
countrv. In years to come, things are 
going to become worse than they are. 

My point is that population is indeed a 
major problem which India faces today. 

MrB Tliank you for describing the 
commor.'v held view that our population 
is a great problem lor us. True, nothing is 
being done about it. But there is one 
thing I am unable to understand in your 
argument. And that is: if the production 
of food and development of infrastruc¬ 
ture is really below' the rate of growth or 
population, things should be worse 
today than they were 50 years ago. Yet, 
when we look around ourselves, every¬ 
thing has got better. There are more 
trains, more electricity, more cars and | 
higher per capita incomes, whereas your ' 
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theory implies things should become 
relatively scarce since their production is 
growing lesser than population growth. 
How do you explain this contradiction? 
When wc keep repeating that increase in 
population is to blame for all the ills of 
society, perhaps wc are missing out on 
something else. It is a perfect example of 
passing the buck. If wc think deeply, we 
discover that there may be other issues, 
about which we are not willing to do 
anything about 

MrC I disagree with you. Can't 
you see people everywhere? Natural 
resources suffer because people cut more 
trees to meet their needs. Even Mrs 
Indira Gandhi said once, "Poverty is the 
biggest polluter." It is quite clear that 
the more the people, the more problems 
we have. If we had fewer people, there 
would be fewer queues and more 
facilities to be shared by less people. 
Resources are finite, but the people keep 
increasing. There is a definite link 
between our poverty and the number ol 
people. We have to do something about 
It otherwise we will be in a great mess 

MrD I would agree with you hut 
there are many fallacies in your argu¬ 
ments. First, it is wrong to say that tlie 
fruits of development are eaten away bv 
a rapidly increasing population, because 
most of the people arc poor. Officially, 
PI'Xi of the population is below the 
poverty line. It you add others who arc 
barely at subsistence level, the figure 
would be about 407<i. These people do 
not have enough to eat, they do not 
travel in trains or on planes, they do not 
use any facility provided by modern 
development. The Human Development 
Report says tliat only 29% people in 
India have access to sanitation facilities. 
Their children do not go to schools. 
They are not touched by development, 


1 unless they are to be displaced or ex- 
; ploited. How can we tlien say that the 
I fruits of development are eaten by a 
growing ppulation? 

MrE There was an interesting book 
1 read recently, Hiking Population Seri¬ 
ously. It contradicts commonly held 
views on population and also suggests 
ways how it can be controlled. It says 
that people are poor and hungry not 
because of increasing numbers but 
because existing power structures that 
keep them poor. For example, it is 
commonly believed that forests are being 
destroyed because people do not ha\ o 
1 place to live. The book gives the ex- 
I ample of the Brazilian Amazon—it is the 
I peasants who use the slash-and-burn 
; agriculture that are blamed for destruc- 
: tion. It wc look deeply, we discover the 
j. fallacy of the argument: if land in 
i Brazil were not the monopoly of few, 

' things would be different. It is because 
1% landowners own 60% of the land 
' that the poor peasants are forced to 
. settle in the Amazon, destroying the 
; rainforest. It becomes clear in all this 
that it is not population incrciise bul 
the cornering of resources by flic few 
j that is destroying forests. Much the 
' same is happening in India. As re- 
, sources are cornered by the rich and 
'■ powerful, the poor are forced to eke 
out a marginal existence. To blame 
; them for our ills is wrong. They are 
I too poor and powerless anyway. 

I Mr A Even if we accept your 
i arguments for a while, it seems logical 
; that if a family has a fixed income, and 
more children, tliere would be less to go 
around for each. The same is happening 
to our country. We have made rapid 
advances in many fields, but with more 
numbers, it is obvious that there would 
be less per capita. It is a direct division 






ond it is very difficult to contradict this. 
Don't you think that population is the 
cause of many ills? Our rivets are 
polluted because of human activity, we 
have no means to treat the huge amount 
of sewage and wastes caused % the 
great number of people, many of our 
facilities like electricity and water supply 
are under great pressure. If there were 
fewer people, surely we would have a 
better lifestyle. 

MrB This is not very difficult to 
understand. Ixt me take pollution. If we 
look at the world, we find that even in 
countries where population growth has 
been checked, there are great problems 
of pollution To link pollution with 
poverty is wrong. On the other hand, it 
is the rich who drive cars, liave air 
conditioners and consume the things 
that cause pollution either out of their 
direct consumption or manufacture. 
Emissions of wastes are thus higher for 
the ricli than for the poor. Clearly, it is 
not population but our consumption 
patterns that have led to pollution of our 
land and rivers. In terms of consumption 
and emissions, one rich person may be 
equal to five or six poor people, if not 
more. So it is wrong to blame the poor 
for liaving more children. I would rather 
worry about the population of the rich, 
whicli have caused so many problems 
not only in our country, but in the 
world 

MrC Let me bring you back to the 
topic. It is not on the rich and the poor, 
b<it on the need for population control. 
Whether we are rich or p(x>r, there is a 
need to control the size of our families. 
Nobody can deny that. After all, we 
cannot do anything about the economic 
system and ultimately it comes down to 
numbers. How can tlie < ountry sustain 
such large numbers? Even if we accept 
that a large part of the population does 
not benefit from the development 
process, we need to control our popula¬ 
tion because there are bound to be other 
problems. Poverty may not be polluting, 
but it does generate diseases and misery 
because poor people do not have access 
to doctors and have to live in dirty 


surroundings. Surely, there is a need to 
have fewer children, if only to live well. 

MrD Yes, I agree that something 
should be done to control our increas¬ 
ing numbers, but the point that seems 
to have emerged so far is that popula¬ 
tion is not such a serious problem as it 
is made out to be. Coming to control, 
let me say that the conventional think¬ 
ing of having more birth control meth¬ 
ods is faulty because they would not 
work until we do something about the 
root causes. The poor, for instance, 
want to have more children because 
each child can add something to the 
family kitty by working. More children 
are not liabilities but assets. Further, 
until women are empowen*d, what 
good will birth control methods do? 

The solution is to create employment 
opportunities and education so that 
women can say no to having more 
children. If a family earns enough 
through better opportunities, children 
will not be sent for work and subse¬ 
quently, they would have fewer chil¬ 
dren. We have, therefore to see why we 
have not been able to create employ¬ 
ment opportunities and what prevents 
grassroots development. 

MrE I think you are right And it 
we look deeper, we find that India has 
not made use of its rich population 
resoucc efficiently. We arc following the 
Western model of development in 
which the means of production are 
i concentrated in the hands of the tew 
! and others become dependent consum- 
I ers. That is why people feel helpless 
I against modern dev elopment. Children 
become their security, their insurance 
against old age. 1 think there is an 
urgent need to bring people back into 
the mainstream so that they arc not 
j alienated. Once thev are empowered, it 
I would result in smaller families. You 
also asked why investment in crucial 
social sectors is lacking. The answer is 
three-fold: first, the fact that the State 
has invested in areas which only benefit 
the rich. What, for instance, is the logic 
of the government investing in a car 
project like Maruti? Investments like 


this show that we are following lop¬ 
sided development, which only benefits 
the rich. The government needs to get 
out of such sectors and use the money 
to encourage people at the lowest level. 
Secondly, we all talk about corruption 
but do not do anything about it. For 
example, if we can force the Swiss 
banks to disclose and return the money 
invested by Indians, we would prob¬ 
ably not need any other resources. 

Every single rupee in a Swiss bank 
means that the country is losing capital 
to a foreign country which is develop¬ 
ing at our expense. This is not a far¬ 
fetched suggestion; recently the Swiss 
banks were forced to disclose and 
return the money they had held since 
World War II. The same can be done by 
India Thiai, w'c have to have a less 
exploitative system, something of a 
Gandhian model. That would ensure 
equitable distribution of resources so 
that no part of the population would 
feel marginalised and helpless. If we 
can do all [l\is, the population problem 
will get solved by itself. 

Mr A The discussion has been 
quite interesting and a number of new 
ideas have come forward. We can 
conclude that though population needs 
to be controlled, our focus thus far has 
been wrong. We are following a lop¬ 
sided path ot development that makes 
people so helpless that they look upon 
children as income generators. Our 
focus lor population growth has to 
■shiit from birth control to empowering 
the people, especially women. The 
government also needs to get out of 
areas which benefit only the poor and 
use the funds released for grassroots 
development. In the final analysis, the 
population problem is closely linked to 
education, development and empower¬ 
ment. It cannot be seen in isolation. 
Until the economic thinking in the 
country is changed, there is precious 
little that anybody can do to control 
population. 
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Make it Natural 


How stilled people olteii become ■ 
when they write? Surel\, the art of writing : 
is to be perfectly natural Yet the majority 
of people suddenly acquire a strange and \ 
frigid dignity as soon as they pick up a j 
pen. It is as if their words were going to he 
carved in solid granite for the generations i 
to follow. 

The truth is, of course, that they 
become self-conscious, and the less 
education they have the more stilted and 
pompous is their writing. A letter, for 
example, commences like this- "Dear, I 
visited my father one day during the week, 
and I am happy to be able to tell you that 
he is enjoving very good health." Now' it 
is probable that the writer would have said 
the same thing in a very different way- 
something like this; "I saw the old man 
the other day, and he's pretty fit." 

When you take up your pen—or sit 
at the typewriter—be natural. Don't 
suddenly change your entire personality 
and become a pompous bore Tluency in 
writing will not come unless v'ou relax— 
and that is why so many quite voluble 
people are unable to write an interesting 
letter or essav. 

You need not w rite CMicthi as you talk, 
although the result would probably he 
happier than if you were to write as if 
addressing the local welfare committees 
It IS good jiracticc in fluency to imagine 
that you 're just chatting to somebody— 
to write as if you are sitting and discussing 
this and that with a friend. The great 
essayist Charles l,amh had this informal 
quality, and it will pay you to study his 
work Iry to beg, borrow, or steal a copy 
of Till’ I :.WIi/s of I III) 

When you commence to write, don't 
first say to yourself: "This is a solenm 
occasion. I must be very dignified " Be 
yourself. Or, it nature gaxe you no sense 
of humour, and a deep conv iction that life 
is real and carni’st, for heaven's sake don't 


be yourself. Try to be a craftsman instead 

In "l.ogic for liveryman", A.H. 
Mander writes. "It is the mark of a vague, 
muddled and feeble thinker that he drifts 
away from one point to another, 
wandering hither and thither; never 
settling anything; whereas a clear thinker 
secs the point at issue; recognises exactly 
what it is he wants to know', or wants to 
decide; sets to w'ork to sort out all the 
relevant facts and arguments from others 
wliich are irrelevant; thinks always with 
purpose, keeping steadily in mind the 
question that is to be answered, the 
problem that is to be solvcxl." 

To collect material, you are allowed 
to "mind-wander" as much as you like, 
but, once this operation has been 
performed, resist any temptation to digress 
unless the digres.sion is relevant— i.c., a 
deliberate contrast, or comparison. 

Avoid Euphemisms 

Euphemisms are words used to make 
something unpleasant, .sound pleasant or 
at least acceptable Or, they are words 
meant to add dignity or prestige to w'ords 
that sound only ordinary. 

Advertisers, public relations people, 
trade organizations and jnessure groups 
are among the most faithful users of 
euphemisms. So are educators! 

A used car becomes a "pre-owned car" 
or "a car with previous service". A house 
in the hands ot a real estate agent becomes 
a "home". Noli'xfy sells paints or fabrics in 
ordinalcolours; these things come in 
"decorator colours", rorncgraphic movies 
are movie’s w'ith "adult themes". The TV 
networks don't show you re runs; they 
show you "encore performances". 

The people in education ate given to 
using "depends on others to do his work" 
for "cheats", "can do more when he tries" 
for "lazy", and "exceptional child" for 


"retarded child". A library becomes a 
"learning resources centre". 

Euphemisms have taken over most 
job descriptions. "Engineers" Ls a favoured 
word. You have "maintenance engineers", 
plumbers are "sanitary engineers". 

Expedite: to confound confusion W'ilh 
commotion. 

For your approval: 1 am passing tlie 
buck. 

For your comments: I haven't the 
foggiest it lea. 

For your file; I seem to have an extra 
copy. 

Under consideration: Never heard ot 
it. 

Under active consideration: We re 
looking in the file for it 

The swim suit and bra makers give 
special attention not to fat or bosomy 
women but to women with "full figures". 
The journalists don't give you 
propaganda; they give you "advocacy 
lournalism" I’olilicians backing down 
from previous statements call press 
conferences to "clarify" what they said. 

The elderly become "senior litizcns". 
And when they die they "pass away'. 
'Iheir "loved ones" put themselves in the 
hands ol "griet therapists". Birth control 
becomes"planncd parenthood". And a 
woman doesn't have an abortion; she has 
an "interruption of pregnancy". 

The word "rape" is now generally 
accepted in the mass media, but once it 
was "criminal assault". 

While writers accept any nroper-name 
change, they do not—should not—buy 
terminology changes dreamed up by pixsiure 
groups unless it is obvious that the previous 
terminotogy was wrong or unfair. 

What happens, though, is that over 
the years tlie euphemisms, used over and 
over again, finally become more familiar 
than the words they were intended to 
replace. 
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One Earth. One Solution. 
Conservation. 


Bitter, 


•"I don I sw ;it h nil imv eiiuiiif il's JilTicnU t(» sinrt again." •"ISI pumps arc omK. and any\wi\, wliai diiloi. iill' d^■^,■^ ii inaU- ii> mil 

•"A lilllc hil of pniiiilioii won't do any harm." 


Sweet, 


•"Kegiiliu ciigincluiiin!> gives me mom mileage, smooth starting and no pollution'” •"ISI pumps appliances consiiim Ic.ss loci and sluc m'sn-y!' 
•“Every iitllc bit makes a difference. Even the sea is made up of individual drops ol water!" 

Truths. 

•Idling vehicles at traffic intersections pollute air c.scessively •1.10 lac liters of Petrol and .122 lac liters of Dic.scl worth Rs 245 crores 
are wasted at traffic intersections annually in Delhi alone! • Pollution is tixlay a worldwide problem because each of us thinks 
“It is not my problem'” • Upto 3(E4 of fuel is wasted by the use of sub-standard equipment and appliances! 

Let us make conservation our personal commitment and convert these bitter sweet truVhs into a better tomorrow. 


IN iNDn.snn 


\To itH'rewtt profits 

• Recycle wasic hem in ihe innsimum e.xicnt 
possible 

• Slop .steam leakages and mainluin ^ 
.sleuMi traps earenilly 

• Clean luirnci iio//les and 

(III fillers regularly (jfl 

• Reduce excess aii 

• Use lucl citicieni. low an 
pivssuK' hurneis 


IN \( .UK 1 I I I 


| 5 gw more, egtn mure 

• Keep air-filters of tractoix clean 

• Switch off engine when not in use 

• Use only ISI inaikcd fooivalves. 

pumps, motors, etc O 

• Keep minimum bends and 
linings III water pipes 

• liisiall pumps not moii U l 
Ihnn 10 leet above 

walei l.-vel \yrjl 1 


ON Till, KO.Al) 


sitfer, economical drivinn 

• Oel engine tuned legulaiiy 

• I irive in the appropiiate geni 

• Maintain cnra'cl lyre pressiiies 

• l)s"e e'uleh onlv wlide 
changing gems 

• Drive m the 
rccuinmended speei I 


IN mi : HOMi 


\Cook wisely to itavt 

• Use piessure cookers as fai ns possilile 

• ’ Ise llie riglil aiiiouni of walei for ei'okin'j 

• Use l.SI iiiaikeci high elfuienev 

• Clean tiiniiers legulnil) 

lor LCOiioMiy ' 

• Souk cere.its etc befoie 



Of OiDiCATID SfkVICI 


PETROLEUM CONSERVATION RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 

603. New Delhi House. 27, Bunikhiimbii Rwui. New Delhi - 111)001 
Tel.;37IS228. 33l6.3ti6. Fiix ' .371.3244. E-Niiiil. pcrudG!' dol2. VsnI.net.in 
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BANK P.OyRBI/NABARO EXAMS SPECIAL 

Quesdons on SogM and 
[conomie PfoUems 


Poverty 

Q. How is poverty measured in 
India? Give reasons for the persistence of 
rural poverty in India. 

Ans. Poverty has been broadly 
defmed as a social phenomenon in which 
a section of the society is unable to fulfil 
even its basic necessities in life. In India, 
the generally accepted definition of 
poverty emphasises a minimum level of 
living, rather than a reasonable level of 
living. Two types of standards are common 
in economic literature: the absolute and 
the relative. In the absolute standard, 
minimum physical quantities of cereals, 
pulses, milk, butter etc are determined for 
a subsistence level and then the price 
quotations convert the physical quantities 
into monetary terms. Aggregating all the 
quantities included, a figure expressing 
per capita consumer expenditure is 
determined. The population whose level 
of income (or expenditure) is below the 
figure, is considered to be belov./ the 
poverty line. According to the relative 
standard, income distribution of the 
population in different fractile groups is 
estimated and a comparison is made of 
the levels of living of the top 5 to Kt per 
cent with the bottom to 10 per cent of 
the population. 

There have been various methods by 
different economists to measure poverty. 
As of now, the government uses the 
methodology recommended by the Expert 
Group (Lakdawala Committee) for 
estimation of poverty levels. This places 
the level of poverty (for 1993-94) at 36.3 
per cent, which is more than twice the 
earlier 'official' estimate of 16.8 per cent. 

The Expert Group (EG) methodology 
is anchored in a calorie norm (2400 calories 
in rural and 2100 calorics in urban areas). 
Earlier, in the Planning Commission 
methodology, the consumption basket 
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representing this threshold calories intake 
was converted to a monetary equivalent 
by using all-India price indices, separately 
for rural and urban areas. The 
consumption data used for this is as 
estimated by the NSS. But the Planning 
Commission noticed a laige discrepancy 
between the consumption data as 
measured by NSS and as measured by 
CSO for national accounts purposes. In 
order to establish compatibility between 
the two data bases, the PC methodology 
‘adjusts' tlie NSS estimate by a scaling 
factor equal to the ratio of the two 
aggregate consumption levels. 

The EG methodology differs from the 
PC methodology in two important 
respects: (ii) thr- consumption basket is 
converted to monetary equivalents by .< 
using State specific price indices instead 
of a uniform all-India price index and (b) 
it abandons the NSS-CSO adjustment 
procedure. For the future also, the Expert 
Group has recommended the construction 
of more appropriate State-specific rural 
and urban indices using (n) State-specific 
consumption pattern of the 20-30 per cent 
of the population around the poverty line 
in 1973-74 as the weighing diagram and 
(b) disaggregated relative prices from the 
official rural and urbtin price index. The 
poverty line thus worked out by the EG 
are: 

Rural Urban 
Rs R$ 

1973-74 49.09 56.67 

1977-78 55.39 70.16 

1983-84 87.93 115.25 

1987-88 112.83 162.15 

Tlie World Bank Report calculated, 
on the basis of the National Sample Survey 
(NSS, 38lh Round), the incidence of 
poverty among different categories of 
rural households. According to the report, 
persons in wage-dependent families 


(including those working in non- 
agricultural jobs) comprise 46% of the poor 
in rural areas. Such units account for over 
half of the rural households in States like 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Maliarashtra. 
For agricultural labour households, 64% 
were below the poverty line in 1983 (This 
proportion was over 70')!i in Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh). Self- employed 
households constituted the other large 
block of the rural poor. Nearly 38% of the 
total poor were accounted for by the self- 
employed households. 

The high and persisting incidence of 
poverty among rural labour households 
can be attributed to certain major factors. 
Firstly, there is a considerable degree of 
unemployment and underemploymen' 
.among rural labourers. Incidence of 
unemployment is the highest among 
casual labourers. Even during periods of 
employment, their weak bargaining 
power results in low wages being paid 
to them. The market forces arc so strong 
that minimum wage legislation is 
observed more in breach th.in in 
compliance. 

Another major cause of rural poverty 
is the low asset base of the p<H>r. The top 
10 per cent own over halt of ihe total 
assets, as against the bottoms 10 per t.enl 
owning virtually nothing and the bottom 
30 per cent just owning 2 per cent of total 
assets. 

A large proportion of the rural poor 
remain in poverty, not only because they 
have very few assets, but also because 
most of these assets are in the form of 
durable consumer goods, rather than 
such assets as land, farm implements, 
livestock which increase their productive 
capacity. 

Another major cause of poverty is the 
low educational attainments of the poor. 
These educational differentials are one of 











the main factors for relatively lower levels 
of income among the poor. Poor parents 
are not able to help their children reach 
higher educational levels. 

Infrastracture 

Q. Explain why the development of 
social infrastructure cannot be left entirely 
to the market forces in India at this 
juncture. 

Ans. Over the years, there has been a 
tendency for the share of infrastructure 
investment in GDP to rise from an average 
of about 4.8 per cent to 5 per cent in the 
first half of the 1980s to about 5.5 per cent 
to 5.6 during the second half of the 1980s. 

It is expected that by 2005-06, the 
investment in infrastructure in India will 
go upto about 8 per cent of GDP. Sectoral 
projections have indicated that two key 
areas where the present pattern of 
investment is inadequate are roads and 
urban infrastructure. The shares of other 
sectors as a proportion of GDP correspond 
roughly to the pattern witnessed in the 
last 15 years. 

Social infrastructure—comprising 
water supply, sanitation, roads, other 
urban transport etc—is important for 
improving the quality of life and 
enhancement of the productive efficiency 
of citizens. Most of these services are 
provided by Central, State or local 
governments. However, many States arc 
noiv iiiviting private sector participation 
in the prevision of infrastructure services 
on a more i ost-eftective basis c..if. 
contracting out the management of urban 
services. 

So far, public sector has been 
dominant investor in infrastructure over 


the last 50 years. In the social infrastructure 
90 per cent of the investment is from the 
public sector. We need to debate about 
whether investment can be left to the 
private sector and the market forces, or 
not. 

Firstly, it is important to realise that 
public investment in infrastructure cannot 
be expected to be reduced from the current 
levels as a proportion of GDP. In fact, they 
should rise marginally. Possibly, they 
would increase between 4 to 4.5 per cent 
of GDP over the next ten years. 

Private investment could increase in 
power and telecommunications. Some 
people do argue that nuirket forces should 
not be allowed to interfere in the social 
infrastructure areas as the services would 
then run into the danger of becoming 
ur\affordable for the common naan. The 
crucial aspect, therefore, is to strike a 
balance between the public sector role and 
the private sector participation. The 
amount of investment required is beyond 
the scope of the government alone. 
Therefore, since 1991, the government 
strategy has been attaching high priority 
to the development of efficient 
infrastructure and towards creating an 
enabling environment for private 
participation in the infrastructure sector. 
Besides, public-private partnership can 
also encourage better risk sharing, 
accountability, cost recovery and 
management of infrastructure. 

infrastructure investments arc, by 
their \ ery nature, long gestation activities. 
If private participation has to be 
encouraged to enter the infrastructure, 
there is the need to develop domestic 
capital markets which will make funds 
I available for long periods through long¬ 


term debt instruments. 

Essentially, the role of market forces in 
udrastructurc is looked upon with some 
suspicion because of the possibility of high 
price uwolved for the customer. The solution 
for this is to so allocate the sectoral 
investments that the customer still gets 
value for money. The Expert Group on 
commercialisation of Infrastructure 
Projects has also recommended the 
setting up of an autonomous regulatory 
body for each infrastructure sector, on 
the lines of SEBl, to ensure fair 
competition among public and private 
operators, protect consumer interests, 
particularly the needs of vulnerable and 
weaker sections, ensure public safety, 
environmental sustainability etc. 

There can be no doubt about the fact 
that foe public sector enterprises and the 
government will continue to shoulder the 
major burden of providing critical 
infrastructure services. Some reforms are 
necessary/ to broad-base their 
management, to upgrade their technology, 
to improve their performance and quality 
of services and to generate adequate 
investible resources through 
rationalisation of service charges and 
better recovery of costs. 

Considermg the fact that a majority 
of the people in India are still not in a 
position to pay very high prices for basic 
services, and given the importance of 
serial infrastructure, we can safely say that 
the development of such services cannot 
be left to the market force.s entirely. 
Necessity, importance and need for 
reasonable rates of these ser\’ices, nuikes 
it important to strike a balance letw'cen 
the role of the government and the play 
of market forces. 


GRASP THE INTRICACIES OF LAW AND CLAIM YOUR RIGHTS 

We bring you the nuances of LAW 


R»md ottf* mofitfifjr iff9cfjit0 in s 

LEGAL NEWS AND VIEWS 

(Available only at Social Action Trust) 

Annual Subscription I Rs. 90.00 only; Single Copy : Ra. 8.00 


Send your subscription to 
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ihe Principles iar 

Bener Memonr—II 


III/ ftisunwo/i Kill/ 

It Ciiiimthuri/ 

lii'iiinl liolili’ri'i 

• .'/■ Liiiir/i linpkof Ki'uinl'^ 

Wf /lavr already read about the first 
five principles for a better memori/. We 
ronliiiiie rritli our feature for memonj I 
improvement arid entimcrale the remainiiij( i 
principles. An application of these is I 
beiicficial for improving the leay lee i 
remember things. ! 

Last month we learnt about the first ' 
five principles for better memory. These j 
were, forming associations, having faith . 
in your memory, concentration, using the | 
power of senses and, finally, colour. Let ; 
us now understand the remaining | 
principles which will help us gain a sharp ! 
memory 

6) EXAGGERATION 

It is tile quality of our brain that it takes 
things in exaggerated torm much more 
quickly and also retains that information . 
much longer in our conscious mind. For ‘ 
example, if a person has a hook«>d nose, an | 
exaggeation of that quality helps us to j 
retain his image much better. That is the ; 
technique used by cartoonists too. : 
Jawaharlal Nehru's nose, Mrs Indira ; 
Gandhi's natch of white hair on her i 

• j 

forehead and Inder Kumar Gujral's comic ; 
beard are all in public consciousness as they i 
were enhanced by newspaper cartoonists. , 
The mind remembers these images because | 
they were exaggerated manifestations of a ; 
natural quality. I 

So why not use this clraracteristic in ! 
positive sease? j 

Whenever possible, we should try to j 
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create a mental image in intensified ! 
form of a natural thing. For example, it ; 
would not be difficult to forget a fat ] 
person if we visualise in our minds his : 
belly tor a big pet or his lace for a • 
football. : 

i 

7) PICTURES I 

Another way of improving memory j 
is to make a picture of what we want to ] 
remember. Form a mental image of the j 
date, theory or anything else you want to ' 
remember, because making a mental i 
image makes the memorising process fast, i 
If we can create an image of motion in i 
our minds, the process is simpler. To give i 
an example, if we have an appointment^i 
with a person, we should try to create an ■ 
image of what it would be like to meet ' 
him. How he walks, how he would shake j 
your hand, how he listens to the phone— ; 
these arc mental pictures to help you 
remember. 

I 

8) ODDITIES 

IjjFs say you arc a student and one 
day your teacher delivers tlic lecture with 
his helmet on his head. You will agree tlrat j 
you will never forget that day. Tliis is an ' 
oddity. 

Our brain accepts silly and odd i 
tilings quickly and also retains it for longer j 
duration. We should use this quality for i 
memorising things effectively. Nothing ; 
in life is so dull or serious that it can't be i 
made into something that's fun to j 
remember. When something is 1 
humorous, recollec’ion becomes very I 
easy. 

If you meet someone for the first time, 
for instance, try to identify some oddity 
in his dress or behaviour. A person could 




have a hairstyle like a cartoon character, 
or is fond of repeating certain phrases or 
words. This will help you remember the 
person. 

9) THOUGHTS 

It is very difficult to convert abstract 
thoughts. Therefore it is helpful to 
visualise an image or mental picture that 
immediately recalls to mind the abstract 
idea you want to remember. 

Basically, we cannot deposit 
anything in our memory until we reduce 
it to something we understand, see or 
picturise. Trying to deposit a thought 
without understanding is trying to 
deposit dollars in rupee account. 7o 
deposit a foreign currency in our bank 
account, we have to first exchange it and 
convert it into equivalent Indian 
currency. Understanding is very 
important and key to memory 
improvement. 

Similarly, to deposit an abstract 
idea, first we have to conveit it into 
something which we can understand 
and then to something we can visualise. 
Only then our brain will accept it 
effectively. 

Once we understand the nine 
principles for better memory, we can start 
using them in our everyday life. By a 
careful and judicious mix of one or the 
other, we can create some images in our 
mind that help us to remember a person, 
thing or idea. People who are able to 
remember tliiiigs easily do so by forming 
associations as have been enumerated in 
these principles. Complex mathematical 
formulae can be recalled with these 
techniques. In future articles we shall see 
how the techniques can be used 
effectively. 




Intemaiioiial Caieer & Educadon mir 1998 


After the successful launch of ICE '97 
at Pragati Maidaa New Delhi in October, 
1997, NEC organised ICE '98 
(International Career & Education) Fair at 
Himachal Bhawan, Mandi House, New 
Delhi on June 5-7,1998. 

ICE '98 offered an excellent platform 
to provide under one roof information and 
sale of specific products & services to 
thousands of career conscious youngsters. 

Mr Cuckoo Oberoi, Managing 
Director of NEC Exhibition & Conferences 
Pvt. Ltd, told The Competition Master that 
ICE '98 Fair focused to promote the 
marketing of career and education-related 
services sought by schools, parents. 




students the fast track world of today. 
According to Mr Romesh Sapra, Director 
NEC, the ICE '98 Fair has set the trend in 
bringing to the youngsters solutions to 
sucessful career building. It helped to 
expose them to latest attitudes and global 
trends in career development. 


Some of the major participants in 
the ICE '98 Fair were The Competition 
Master, Centre for International 
Management, NUT, Aptech, Master 
Minds, Skyline Business School, 
Southampton Institute, & CARING 
(Career Information & Guidance). 
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Business GK 

1. Whiit ih d gilt-t’dgod slock? i 

In) A stock backed by a precious j 

metal, such as ;;old ; 

Ih) Hoods issued bv the j’overnment 
wlri'se iiki lii’.uoil of default is effective!) ! 
zero 

u j bloi ks u till h are linked to the in¬ 
flation rate ' 

III) \one ol these j 

2. In which vear v*.as the SliBI cstab- i 

lislied’ 1 

hi)M81 t/i)m3 (c)1085 (d)1988 | 
3 What is the break-even point? 1 
In) the level ot output at which the i 
maii^iOalsi equals incir};inal revenue 
(/>) the point a^ which a firm starts ; 
makine a prolit ; 

u) the liA el ol I'litpiit at which total | 
rev('nue eijiiaJs total cost 

(iD \i'ne ol these ■ 

i. Who IS the current deputy chairman : 
ot the I’lannine Lommission? 

j 

(;!) laswanl Nn^h 

(/I) Macihii IXiudavale I 

(c) A.H. Vajpdvei’ i 

III) \ou(' ol tluse ! 

' Aivoiiliiw; In the bWS-hO interim ! 
K.iiiw.' ''udee; whsli ol the followiiij; 
slaienu'iil is true' 

tfij theie is a delii it ol K.- 763 crore 
(t’j till re Is a sui|’lus (it Rs 1,200 cron' j 
t.' li'e;. IS ,1 detirii ot Rs 1,|()0 crore 
(■''‘h. ■ :s ,i , 1 .;phis ol Rs 7o3 crore : 
!■ Same the ail', ei tisinj; agency that 
piodi" es the tanious.Vinul advertisements 
lealuiing a . artoon character? 

!.'>tll.\ (/’) Datunha > 

1 I Avenues |i/) None of the above : 

7. "the Computer Inside” is the by- j 
line of which company’ ; 

(a) Intel (M Compaq I 

(I 'llHM ('ll) Zenith i 

h. Name the lompany which claims 
to be the world's largest tyre and rubber | 
goods manufacturing company? I 
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(a) MRF (b) Bridgestone 

(c) Ceat (d) Dunlop 

9 Name the apex bank for small in¬ 
dustries’ 

(rt) IDBl (ft) SIDBI 

(c) IRCl ((f) SBI 

10. Name the company which claims 
to be India's largest air conditioning com¬ 
pany? 

(n) Carrier (ft) Fedders 

(c) \folfas ((f) Kclvinator 

11. "The High Perfoimance Thriller" 
is the punchline for which brand? 

(a) Bajaj (ft) Star 

(c) Raymonds (d) Hero Honda 

12. What is India's rank in the Hu¬ 
man Development Index? 

(a) 127 (ft) 130 (c) 135 (d) 138 

13. What is the fiscal deficit as per¬ 
centage of GDP, according to Economic Sur¬ 
vey? 

' (a) 5 (ft) .5.5 (c)6.1 ((f) 6.4 

14. Name the four States from where 
farmer suicides have been reported because 
of indebtedness and poverty? 

(a) UP, MP, Maharashtra, Karnataka 
(ft) AP, Punjab, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

(c) UP, AP, Maharashtra, Kerala 

(if) Maharashtra, Karnataka, AP, 
Punjab 

15. Name the company which had a 
contest in which it offered free World Cup 
'98 tickets as prizes? 

(d) Daewoo (b) Kodak 
(f) Thomson ((f) LG 

16. Name the port that was de¬ 
stroyed recently during a cyclone? 

(a) Vishakhapatnam 
(ft) Kandla 

(c) Jamnagar (d) ^ferawal 

17. Name the person who will suc¬ 
ceed Bhaskaruddu in Maruti, as per the 
terms of an agreement signed recently? 

(d) Y. Saito (ft) S-Kobayashi 
(c) J. Khattar (d) B.Verma 


18. Name the tax amnesty scheme in¬ 
troduced in the Budget this year? 

{a) VDIS-n (ft) Saral 

(c) Samadhan (d) Dhan 

19. Name the place in India where 
former Sri Lanka President Premadasa 
started a housing project? 

(n) Patna (ft) Lumbiiti 

(c) Dwarka (d) Bodhgaya 

20. What is this year's budget defi¬ 
cit, as percentage of GDP? 

((j)5.5 (ft) 5.7 (c)5.9 (d)6.1 

21. What is the interest cost as per¬ 
centage of total revenue of the government, 
as per Budget figures? 

(a) 46.5 (ft) 48.5 (c) 52.5 

(d) None of the above 

22. What is the name of the one page 
income tax declaration form? 

* (a) Saral (ft) Samadhan 

(c) Samagam (d) Sartha 

23. Name the management institute 
I in Mumbai that encourages poor people to 

become entrepreneurs? 

(fl) S.P. Jain (ft)Somaiya 

(c) Bajaj (d) Project Mainstream 

24. The jeaas company; Levi Strauss, 
is celebrating its anniversary tins year. 
Which one? 

[a) 75th (ft) 100th 

(c) 125th (d) None of the above 

25. Name the chairman of VIP Indus¬ 
tries? 

(fl) J. Mistry (ft) Dilip Piramal 
(c) R. Aga (d) None of these 


ANSWERS 


1- (b) 

2. (d) 

3. (f) 

4. (fl) 

5. (d) 

6. (ft) 

7. (fl) 

8. (b) 

9. (b) 

10. (c) 

11. (b) 

12. (c) 

13. (c) 

14. (d) 

15. (d) 

16. (b) 

17. (c) 

18. (c) 

19. (d) 

20. (c) 

21. (b) 

22. (fl) 

23. (d) 

24. (c) 

25. (b) 
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Q. 1. Directive Principles of State Policy are not 
enforceable by the Courts. What is the sanction behind these 
Directives? How can the incorporation of these Directives be 
justified? 

Ans. Directive Principles .ire contained in Article 36 to 51 of 
the Constitution. The State has been assigned the duty to follow 
these principles both in the matters of forming laws as well as in 
administration. One of the important features of the Directive 
Principles is that they do not create justiciable rights in favour of 
any individual. All the courts are expected to keep a fine balance 
bctwwn these Principles and the Fundamental Rights. If the 
government fails to follow these directives, no court can take 
cognizance and direct the State to ensure their implementation. 
Even then these principles have been declared fundamental in 
the governance of the country and it is the duty of the State to 
apply these principles in its day to day administrative and 
legislative functioning. 

According to Dr B.R. Ambedkar, the sanction behind the 
lltirective Principles is neither legislative nor legal, but is political 
in nature. It implies that no popular government can afford to 
overlook these principles .rnd if they do so, they will have to face 
the people and explain their failure. Article 37 defines it to be the 
duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws. 

Notwithstanding the above, incorporation of the Directive 
Principles in the Constitution can be justified on several grounds, 
as under: 

(rt) Directive Principles were aimed to be the moral precepts 
tor the authorities of the State and have an educative value to 
remind those in power of the ultimate aim of the Indian polity. 
These pnncip.es aLso remind the State about the social security, 
better standanls of living, better quality of life and obligation of 
the government towards women, children, backward classes and 
tribal people. These profess the middle wav between the 
individual liberty and public good, and privileges of the lew .ind 
general good of the society. This also implies that Indian policy 
is that of the State intervention to ensure to the citizens social 
and economic justice. These principles have also been called the 
"Ins’truments of instructions for all the governments to come". 

{b) While preparing the policy of governance, no government 
can dare ignore them because of political na ture of sanction behind 
these directives, as these have been declared fundamental in the 
governance of the country. 

(c) After the enforcement of the Constitution, the utility of 
these principles have been amply displayed in courts in certain 
matters. If a lav/ is challenged before a court of law, causing 


infringement of a Fundamental Right, it could be defended by 
the government on the ground that it is proposed to implement 
one of the Directive Principles. Such an act would amount to be 
a reasonable restriction under Article 19 or reasonable 
classification for the purpose of Article 14 of the ('onstitution. 
Wliile dealing with such matters, the courts cannot altogether 
ignore the importance of the Directive Principles, though these 
do not possess overriding effect over the Fiind.unental Rights. 
Despite the fact that these principles are non-justiciable, the counts 
have been issuing directives to the State in certain cases to act in 
such a manner so that these are adopted in the State policy and 
administration. In case of certain Directive Principles, which are 
complementary to the Fundamental Rights and empower the 
government to impose certain duties upon the citizens, the courts 
have supported the acts of the State. 

(d) Indian Constitution ha^ already been amended several 
times to amend the Fundamental Rights suitably, particularly in 
those rases where the State was finding it difficult to effect 
economic, social and agrarian reforms, desired to be achieved by 
the Directive Principles. 

Q. 2. Explain in details the contribution of (ii) Raja 
Rammohan Roy and (/’) Ishwar Chandra Vidya.sagar in arousing 
social and cultural awakening among the Indians during the 
first half of the 19th Century. 

Ans. The British rule in India exposed the Indians to certain 
m*w ideas and western culture. Indian society suddenly found 
that the new ideas ot democracy and miKiern political thoughts 
were not evolved by the Indian society but were the result of the 
British rule in India. While many Indians decided to stick to the 
traditional Indian ideas, there were a tew', who not onlv got 
immensely impressed by the western ideology, but also worked 
actively to share and propagate these ideas among the Indian 
masses Two oi them were Raja Rammi'han Roy and Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar 

(ii) Raja Rammohan Roy: Raja Rammohan Roy is considead 
to be one ot the foremost Indian leaders of the early 19th century 
who worked hard throughout his life for social, religious, 
intellectual and political upgradation of Indian masses. At that 
time, Indian society was dominated by extreme caste system, 
superstitious religious practices, narrow and selfish interests, 
stagnation, gender inequality and insensitivity to the modern 
thoughts and ideas. He represented a confluence of eastern and 
western ideas. While he respected traditional values of Indian 
society, he also welcomed the modem western thoughts. Through 
his Atmiya Sabha, he struggled against many social and religious 






AUGUST '98 COMPETITION MASTER 27 


IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


evils like idol worship, rigidity of castes, unmindful religious 
rituals and many social evils. As a result, he faced a social boycott, 
in which even his family members participated. He was even 
branded as an outcaste. 

hi 1829, Rammohan Roy tounded a religious society, which 
later came to be known as Brahmo Samaj. The purpose of this 
society was to piuify HinduLsm. The purification was based on 
the knowledge given in tlie Vedas and Upanishadas. By adopting 
the good teachings of the other religions, Brahmo Samaj aimed 
at achieving human dignity, freedom from superstitions, removal 
of social evils and arousing religious, social and political 
awakening among the Indians. Rammohan Roy was a strong 
supporter of women's rights. He strongly denounced the 
prevailing ideas that the women were inferior to the men. He 
opposed the practice of polygamy and during those times he 
could think of the idea of giving the right of inheritance and 
property to the women. He fought throughout his life against the 
inhuman custom of Si/fi. He educated the people on the subject 
and used early Hindu scriptures to support his anti-sa/i ideas. 
He organised groups of the like-minded people to persuade the 
Indian masses against Snli and was finally instrumental in 
convincing the British authorities to ban this inhuman practice. 
He supported modern education and also supported the use of 
scientific outlook and temper. Rammohan Roy also caused rise 
of national consciousness in India. 

(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar: Ishwar Chandra 
Vidyasagar can rightly be called a worthy successor of Raja 
Rammohan Roy. He was a great reformer and educationist, who 
devoted his entire lile to social reforms. Hailing from a very poor 
family, he rose to the position of a Principal of a Sanskrit College, 
but his mind was always open to best of the western tlioughts. 
He, thus, represented a synthesis of the eastern and western 
thoughts. Vidyasagar was a great humanist and always tried to 
help the poor, the downtrodden and the oppressed. He was the 
first scholar, who welcomed non-Brahmin students to pursue 
the study of Saaskrit in his college. He also introduced the study 
of Western tlioughts in the Sanskrit college. 

While Rammohan Roy fought for abolition of Sati, Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyas.igar struggled in favour of widow remarriage. 
Supported by immense traditional learning, he initiated an 
agitation in favour of W'idow remarriage in 1855 and was 
successful in getting such a law enacted. He protested against 
the child n arriages and waged a strong battle against the practice 
nt polygamy. Showing his deep interest in the education of 
women, he organised thirty five girl schools. For his drastic social 
and socio-religious ideas, he earned the wrath of orthodox 
Hindus but uiimindfiil, continued to struggle against these social 
evils. 

Q. 3. Write a brief note on various dance forms prevalent 
in India. 

Ans. There are various forms of dances which are prevalent 
in many parts of India. Prominent ones are Bharata Natayam, 
Kathak, Kathakali, Oddissi, Kuchipudi, Mampuri, Yaksha Gana, 
Mohiniyattam etc. Some of the important dances are as under: 


(a) Bharata Natayanu It is poetry in motion. It is believed to 
have been developed way back in 4000 BC, the ascribed date of 
Natya Shastra. It is highly traditional and stylized dance form 
and its p resent form was evolved by Sie Devdasis of South Indian 
temples, later developed by Pooniah Filial and brothers. Rukmani 
Devi and Bala Sarswati are considered to be the queens of Bharata 
Natayam. 

{b) Kathak: It was started in the temples qf Nortli India, 
narrating stories from epics. Later mime and gestures were added. 
During the Muslim rule it was taken to the courts, and Jaipur, 
Lucknow and Benaras became its centres. Binda Din Maharaj, 
Kaikadin, Aachan Maharaj, Gopi-Krishna and Birju Maharaj are 
a few prominent dancers of Kathak. 

(c) Kathakali: Originating from Kerala, Kathakali is also a 
dance depiction of selected stories from epics and mythology, in 
a highly elaborate and scientific form. The Attakathas arc the 
verse texts for Kathakali dance. Stylised hand gestures, facial 
gestures and dance arc the main components of this form. 
Originating from the courts of kings of Kerala, it is one of the 
most difficult dances to learn. Poet Vallathol is said to be the 
father of today's Kathakali. 

(d) Chikarkoothu: Introduced in Kerala by early Aryan 
immigrants, this dance is performed only by the members of 
Chakiar caste. The theatre called Kootharnbaiam, this orthodox 
type of entertaiiunent is staged inside the temples, to be witnessed 
only by high caste Hindus. 

(e) Krishna-attam: This dance presented on eight successive 
nights, narrates the story of Lord Krishna in a style akin to 
Kathakali. 

(/) Koodiyattam: -This is a longer dance stretching to a few 
weeks. It is the Vidushaka's story and provides healthy 
entertainment. 

(g) Kuchipudi: It is a dance drama from Andhra Pradesh. 
With emphasis on animation, it is similar to Bharata Natayam. 
Earlier only males used to take tliis dance, but of late women 
have also ventured into this form. Like Kathakali, it also runs for 
a week. Vedantham Satyanarayana and Vembhatti Chinasatayam 
arc two popular dancers. 

{//) Odissi; Odissi is also based on Natya Shastra and exists 
since 2nd Century B.C. in Orissa. Bhumi Pranam, Ashtpadi, Batu 
and Pallavi are certain forms of Odissi. Smt Sanyukta Panigrahi 
and Kelveharan Mahapatra are two prominent Odissi dancers. 

(i) Manipuri: Depicting the life style of Manipur, it is a dance 
drama form, depending heavily on mythological stories. Drums 
are played and with colourful dresses, the artists perform Ras 
Leela and Lai Haraoba. 

(/) Yakshagana: It is a rural-based dance from Karnataka. It 
means, the music devoted to Yaksha. Its costumes and styles are 
similar to Kathakali. It is about 400 years old. 

(k) Mohiniyattam: Another dance from Kerala, 
Mohiniyattam means a maiden who exerts desire. In this form 
Lord Vishnu takes the guise of a Mohini to kill Bhasmasura. Its 
format is similar to Bharatanatayam and its movements are as 
graceful as of Odissi. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 

This lealure alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations j 
and opportunities, institutes should send us information well in ad¬ 
vance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying—this feature Is not 
a recommendation of any course or institute. ' 

Airline Pilot 

Diploma In Aviation (54 weeks)— Eligibility: Age 17 years with ' 
Maths and Physics in class 12. Training cost; minimum Rs 13 lakh. 
Apply to; Navair International Flying School, 20-22, InternationalTrade i 
Tower, Nehru Place, New Delhi -110 019. ' 

Company Secretary 

Foundation Courae (8 months)— Eligibility; Class 12. Last date: : 
September 30, 1998. Prospectus; Rs 55 by post. Intermediate | 
course; Eligibility; Foundation Course/Graduation. Last date: Au- j 
gust 31. 1998. Prospectus: Rs 80 by post. Apply to; Institute oi : 
Company Secretaries of India. 22 institutional Area, Lodhi Road, i 
New Delhi - 110 003. 

I 

Distance Education 

Diploma Courses in Management, HRD etc (1 year)— ^ 
Apply to: National Council for Labour Management, 25 Mada { 
Church Road, Mandaveli, Chennai - 600 028 with postal stamps : 
of Rs 6. 

Interior Design 

Diploma In Interior Design (1 year)— Course conducted by . 
Exterior-Interiors (P) Ltd in collaboration with Jenson and Nicholson ! 
in Calcutta, Delhi, Bangalore, Kochi, Hyderabad, Chennai, Chandigarh ! 
and Puni$. For details contact Exterior-Interiors in your city. 

t 

Management 

PG Programme in Business Technology— (a) Fashion Apparel i 
Business, (b) Information Technology Business. Eligibility: Graduate. ' 
Apptly to: Centre for International Management, A-231, Okhia Indus- . 
trial Area, Phase-1, New Delhi - 110 020 with a DD for Rs 200. 1 


Short Service Commission—Age: Candidates born between 
2.1.74 and 1.7.79. Eligibility: Engineering degree or Master's in Com¬ 
puter Sciences. Min ht for men: 157 cm and women: 148 cm. Selec¬ 
tion through SSB. Last date: August 5,1998, Apply on the prescribed 
format to; Directorate of Manpower Planning and Recruitment, Naval 
HQ, Room 204 C Wing, Sena Bhawan, New Delhi - 110 Oil. For 
details see advt published on June 23. 

Travel and Tourlam 

Alrlinaa and Travel Bualneaa Diploma (1 year)— Session com¬ 
mences on: October 15, 1998. Apply to: Skyline Business School, 
Hauz Khas Enclave, New Delhi -110 016. 


Instiwte ofAdvertism^ 
& Couininnication 



Reeponding to Industry end students requirements for high 
calibre professional careers, EUPi la associating with leading | 
prateaalonala and organisations to launch careers in || 
AdverVaing A Communications with specific modular focus. « 
Designed to merge the 'creative' and ‘business' side all ■ 
students are to compulsorily do INTERNSHIP through | 
multiple prelects In-llve work environments. ■ 


18 ■ Month Advanced Diploma in 
Advertising & Communication (ADACMj 

(Industry endorsed programme) 

Entry requiroinonts ; 


Grtduitt In my 
ditciplint miy spply. Stisetlon imons tlw 
•llgibit cmdldalM will be mads on the bull 
olmiptHudeteet. 


The Programmi It iddraiud by 
■mlnant licuHy ilongwith extmilva panel of 
viaUing exparta drawn from toading adwitiilng 
agenciu and reputed organliitiona. 


Croalive Rosidetitial Environinent 


Intagrilad Campui environtrwni in South Delhi 
spread over 40 acrn is an ideal locals for 
education. Being an aaieelatc of EMPI 
Buslnau School, all facliniM Mduding the 
modem Computer Centre with MuKImsdla and 
Internet, the well equipped Library, Swimming, 
'Tennla/Squaih and Horse riding and other 
lupportlvs academic snviromant it ivillibla 
for uu of our itudenli. 


Aptitude Testing & Personality Development: I 


Helping Sie applieanta to identify their aptitude 
through aasuament centra methodology by 
eminent psychologists of our Psrsonallty 
Asasaamant S Developmem Centre (MDC) la a 
unique future of the kistltule. The creativity and 
panonaWy taallng conducted in small batciwa. 
Applieanta are raquira to submit their forma atleaat 
a weak before tha achadulad batch they opt for: 


First Batch Second Batch Third Batch 
22-23 June 6-7 July 20-21 July 


Iapplication form and prospectus 


_ Avallabfe 

■t EMPI Cempus/City Contact, New Delhi from Tune 1, 
1998 on payment of Ra. 3SO/- by caah/DD payable "EMPI 
International" at New Delhi. (Add Ra. 50/- for Potting I 
Couriering within Delhi or Re. 75/- for outatetion). 


FOCAL * 
MODULES 

e Digital Prs- 
Prsss: Layout 
llluatration with 
Quark Xpreat f 
Freehand / 
Illustrator and 
Photoshop. 

eNtw Intsractiva 
Madia : 20/3D 
Animation, 
Audio-Viaual 
Production. 

a Event 
Management 

e Product Design 
it Brand 
Management 

e Public Relations 

a Client Servicing 
& Presentation 
Techniquea 

a Media Buying 
and Research 


Ctmpus : 


City Contiet: 

Inaflluta of Advsrtlaing INSTITUTE OF ADVERTISING 
and Communication AND COMMUNICATION 
EMPI Intornational EMPI Intornatlonil 

CSKM Educational Compimi, j. 47, Saket, Strati ■ 32 

Satbiri, Mahrauli.Naw Dalhl -110030 Naw Delhi ■ 110017 
Tal:6805090,6804210Fax;6808084 Tel/Fax ; 68S4S40, 6964138 


NURTURING CREATIVITY 


«rnpi JNGTiTUTf OF AOVT4 c3mMN 















OU^TION BOX 


Jr*‘ 


ASK THE MASTER! 


What i& a website? How is it used? 

How can a person visit the Competition 
Master site? 

- Mcliul Vfiid^a, JIL CJ* IL^ 'TT^JL 
Ahmcdabad JL I 

The Internet 

connects computers across the world, which ^ 

is called the World Wide Web, or web in which are i 
short. Companies or individuals put up public hen 
information on it, which are identified by 
an add ress. Tliis is called the website—it is o^anisatio 

not a physical site but one that exists on Lions Clufc 
the computer. The add ress of the CM site is j can d( 
www.compctitionmastcr.com. You can visit What 

it it you have an Internet connection by doing jour 
typing the address. The site gives tlie latest ~ 

information on careers and has interactive " 

features such as debate and Question Box. ; d 

Instead ot sending letters, you can post your j magazines 
views or ask questions through the i goodjourr 
computer. If you do not have a connection, ! 
you should subscribe and check out each ; '^beck out 
of our issues, which are a comprehensive j * 
collection of information. i What are tl 

I want to do my MBA. Some I 
professors of my college say that there I oj 

would be no scope for MBA after 4-5 j Science ar 
years. Is that right? y®u'‘ bfarl 

—Mitdliav Cliiipni, Hiilula (Pinijnh) ■ *’uch a 
No. People said the same thing about I ^ 
engineering and medicine, but the fact is i *bout the i 
that good engineers and doctors still ' —Vn 

command higli salaries and respect. | ^bc c 

Similarly, an MBA trom a gixxl institute will ! 
always be lespected Of onirse you should ! Sojue t 
be carchil not to do it from private mstitutes j interview 
which have mashnximed in thousands ail | ^ban 5 mir 
o\'er tile country. Co for tire best, and there | *be stud.?i 
will always be plenty of scope for it. I course. 

Is there any institute where we can | ^bat 
devote our whole life for social service? I I 
would like to join such an institute. ^ 

—UniiMi’nli Kiiinari, Lucknow (UP) quality, er 
You should join an institute only if sebieve a 
you want to do a course in social service. impact 
To be a devoted social w'orker, you can Ibal orgai 
either join religious organisations involved • certificatic 
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in this work or other social organisations 
which are active in the field of education, 
public health and so on, depending on 
your area of preference. Many 
organisations like Rotary International and 
Lions Club have social projects to which 
you can devote your life to. 

What are the prospects of a job after 
doing journalism? 

—Rticfii Sriimslavo, Pnhm (Bihar) 
You will not find it difficult to get a 
job after doing journalism. Newspapers, 
magazines and the electronic media, need 
good journalists. For details of institutes, 
refer to our column 'Admission Alert' or 
check out local newspapers. 

I want to do Environmental Science. 
What ate the job prospects of this course? 

—Sanarika Panda, Cuttack (Orissa) 
Job opportunities in Environmental 
Science arc rather limited. However, if 
your heart is in it, you should go ahead 
lor such a course. 

I want to do BBA. Please tell me 
about the entrance test and its interview. 

—Veenu Sardana, Bhiwani (Haryana) 
The entrance test for BBA is usually 
easy, witli questions of the level of class 
10. Some GK may also be included. The 
interview is a short one, sometimes less 
than 5 minutes, to assess the suitability of 
the stud.?nt for a business management 
course. 

What is ISO 9000? 

—Asesli Das, Murshidabad (Bihar) 
Tlic ISO 9000 is a process to improve 
quality, ensure customer satisfaction and 
achieve cost reduction. It can also have 
an impact on management too. It implies 
that organisations getting the ISO 9000 
certification should follow standards that 


ensure these things. By following ISO 9000, 
a company can achieve Total Quality 
Management (TQM). 

I want to do MBA but I have heard 
that good institutes prefer student with 
work experience whereas I have none. Do 
I stand at a disadvantage? 

—C. Kivhava Prasad, Bangalore 
It is true that some institutes prefer 
students with work experience, but a large 
number of freshers arc also taken every year. 
So you do ni’t stand at a disadvantage 
provided your academic scores are very 
g(X)d and that you arc able to score well in 
the written test, GD and interv'iew. 

I invested money in an agro-forestry 
company but it has vanished. How can I 
recover my amount? 

— K.i. Kaplish, Khanna (Punjab) 
Wc arc sorry to say that your money 
is lost for good. You should look at the 
credibility of the company betore 
investing, not after. For futurc, invest only 
in banks or reputed companies. Though 
they may ofter lower interest, the capital 
will be sale. Investors want to be greedy 
and get higher returns, without realising 
how such returns could be sustained by 
any company in the long run. 

I can sing well. How can I make a 
career in it? 

—Aunimesb Kumar, Lldaipui (Rajasthan) 
Ever since satellite television has come 
to India, opportunities for budding singers 
have increased. Look at the popular 
programmes on Zee or Sony and apply to 
them to be included in the programme. 
They may want to take ah audition before 
inviting you. You ca'n also look at similar 
cassettes brought out by music companies 
and write to them for an audition. 







What are the terms AP and FTI found in newspapers? 

—Bhabani Dandasena, Jharsuguda (Orissa) 
These are abbreviations for the news agencies which have 
sent the news reports. AP stands for Associated Press and PTI for 
Press Trust of India. 

I want to join the Indian Army. Please guide as to how i 
should proceed? 

—Bismila Baishya, Tezpur (Assam) 
The Indian Army has a lot of opportunities for girls. Please 
refer to our special issue (CoMPETmtw Master, May '98) for 
details on this. You can also get information from Directorate 
General of Recruiting and we have provided the address in 
that issue. 

You often reply to questions in Question Box by referring to past 
issues. What should a person do if he does not have them? 

—Hemlaltt Shankar, Chennai 
We often give a reference of past issues if the information 
requested has already been published by us. For instance, we are 
asked about addresises of institutes which has been featured in 
'Admission Alert' or certain careers which have been covered in 
detail. You will appreciate that we cannot publish it again— 
what would you think of a magazine that published the same 
information in every issue? If you do not have past issues, the 
best choice would be to subscribe to The Competition Master. 
Many students do so from their schooldays, so that they have 
any encyclopaedia by the time they start preparing for competitive 
exams. That is a wise step. If you do not want to miss out on any 
mformation, subscribe today! 

1 am a student of B.Sc. (catering) and want to do Ph.D. in 
Catering. Where can I do it from? 

—S. Karthegei/an, Pondicherri/ 
As catering is a practical subject, there is hardly any 
scope to write a thesis on it. You would be well advised to 
take up a job rather than follow something just for the sake 
of getting a Ph.D. We are not aware of any university that 
offers Ph.D. in catering, nor should you waste time in 
searching for one. 

What if window dressing? 

—Soma Singh, Mnnsn (Punjab) 
Shops usually make good displays in windows to attract 
customers. Window dressing would thus mean doing up 
something for showing off, or decorating something 
superficially. 
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Fluency 

Developimnl 

Cotfse 


• In 3 months... • By POST..y 

Are you aiming for a posilion.. 
ol auUu^w lafliimice..S 


Are you a person who wont be 
satisfied with the background 
jobs ol liteT And do you want to 
be m a position of authonty or 
influence? 

Then... you need the most 
important attuation manage- 
mani skill there is: The skill of 
speaking English fluently.. • 
Yes.. Smoothly and continu¬ 
ously... Without hesitation... 

A MforU-c/ass course 

Here's a world-class course — 
me one and only. It helps you get 
the fluency power... So you 
can stop speaking English with 
ddficutty.. And start speaking it 
easily... With your words flowing 
out... Freely... Spontaneously... 

Hot an otAloori course 

/Vole (h/s: This is not rn elemen¬ 
tary or intermediate spoken 
English course... Nn. .This is an 
advanced fluency course. It 
concentrates on fluency 
techniques.. 

Fluency tecliniques... 

These fluency techniques help 
you put spoken English to real 
use: • They help you tell 
stories. Narrate events... 
Describe things... Take a stand 
and defend it... And oo a lot of 
fhings... With a Aim flow of 


English. • They help you project 
yourself weW... In career and 
media interviews . Meetings... 
Negotiations.. Discussions... 

!• Pioneers & ieaders... 

We were the lirat to start a cor¬ 
respondence course in spoken 
English in India And the firat 
to design a course in fluency 
development And the first to 
study the role of fluency as a 
situation management tool... 

Yes. We re India's fluency 
apecialista... 

Our learners... 

Wc'ro a nutional-iRvel institute. 
We have learners Irom all parts 
of India.. And Irom abroad.. 

Our past loainors include CMI 
Service officers. Judicial 
officers, Cornmissioniid officers! 
Advocates, Poi:u>rs, Jlurnatists, 
Lxecutives, Businessmen and 
candidates for superior jobs. 

Act now... 

Don't forgot this Peoplu ludge 
your quaiitv and woitli Irom 
how fluently you speak English. 

So don’t just speak English 1 
— speak It fluently, . 

For Booklet & Application ! 
Form, send us Rs ts,- .. by MO 
Ol PO— TODAY.., HURRY... 


lA 


ADULT 

rACULTIES 

COUNCIL 




M - 26C, Devaswam Parambu Road, 
Elamakkara PO, KOCHI - 682 026. 

9 0484 - 345449. 0484 - 331161. Fa*: 0484 - 331161. 

Sttuation-manageineiit through words,,. 










Before Independence 
In the pie-independent history of Indiii 
inontlis of Aiij;iist Iwve been quite 
evenftiil. The wide r.inije ot events 
Avhith occurred during these months 
include Surendr.i Nath Bannerji's 
hoe,ting IVi-Colour—lireen, Yellow and 
Ued, the earliest form ot Indian tri¬ 
coloured flag—in Calcutta on August 7, 
1906, Montague's announcing the 
scheme towards establishing responsible 
Government in India on August 20, 
1917, elections of Indian President for 
the Centra! Legislature Assembly on 
August 22,1925, revolutionaries' looting 
of Kakori train on August 9,1925, 
Ramsay MacDonald's pronouncing his 
'Communal Award' on August 16,1932, 
endorsement of Quit India Resolution 
by the Congress Committee at Bombay 
on August 8,1942, Muslim League's 
observing 'Direct Action Day' on 
August 16,1946... 'birth of Indian 
Dominion' on August 15, 1947. 

In this section wc shall focus on the 
Non-Cooperation Mosement and 
August Offer. 

Non-Cooperation 

After addressing a number of meetings 
communicating the strength of non- 
coopcralion, Gandhiji, on August 1, 
1920, formally inaugurated the non- 
cooperation movement at Bombay. It 
was the Third Khilafat Day and a day 
earlier a message was issued by 
Gandhi)! and Shaukat Ali on Non- 
Cooperation Committee's direction. The 
same day Gandhiji wrote to the Viceroy 
renouncing Kaiser-i-Hind and other 
medals. Notably, after addressing 
Gujarat Political Conference on August 
29, on August 31,1920 Gandhiji took 
the historic pledge to wear khadi for life. 

August Offer 

While Delhi Resolution, 'acknowledging 
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the right of India to complete 
independence and to constitute a 
' provisional National (invernment at tbi' 
Centre' could not elicit a lavourable 
I response from tile British Govcmmcii', 

! the Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, issued a 
statement on August 8, l‘i40 realtiriri'ng 
the promise about Domiiuoii Sialu-. i.; 

I India. In his statement, aftcrward> 

I known as the August Offer, the Viceroy 
made it clear that for any revision of 
I the Constitution 'full weight should be 
i given to the view of the minorities'. He 
I conceded that the British Government 
! could not consider the question of 
j changing India's Constitution 'at a time 
i when the Commonwealth was engaged 
: in a struggle for existence'. 

; After Independence 

i Notable amongst the events which 
; occurred during the months of August 
i include liberation of Dadra and Nagar 
I Haveli by local volunteers on August 
; 2, 1954, approval of Kamraj Plan b\ 
j the Congress Working Committee on 
: August 8, 1963, signing of Indo- 
: Soviet 20-year treaty of Peace, 
Friendship and Cooperation on 
' August 9,1971, Doordarshan 
starting regular transmission in 
' colour on August 15,1982, birth of 
: Harsha, India's first Test Tube Baby, 
on August 6,1986 and Doordarshan 
: entering multi-channels era on 
.August 15,1993. 

I 

I 

, August liills 

I A number of historic bills were passed 
{ in the Indian Houses during the 
j months of August. For instance on 
I August 27, 1953 the House of People 
passed the Andhra Bill. On August 18, 

< 1955 the Rajya Sabha passed the 
{ Negotiable Instrument (Amendment) 

I Bill, seeking to introduce cheque system 
in Postal Saving Bank Scheme on 


experimental basis. Tliis was followed 
In the passing of Banking Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, providing tor 
Social Control over Banks, amidst 
walkout by the entire Opposition 
except by Swatantra Party, in Lok 
babha, on August 6, 1968. Lok Sabha 
pasyd without a dissent vote, the 
Constitutional .-\mendmcnt Bill to do 
! away with some of the changes made 
I in emergency on August 23, 1978. 

I The Anti-Terrorist and Disruptive 
1 Action (Prevention) Bill was passed 
i on August 24, 1987 and the 
, Constitution Amendment for 
I including Konkani, Manipuri and 
; Nepah in the 8th Schedule on 
' August 20, 1992. 

. August Sayings 

few interesting sayings echoed in 
India during the months of August. For 
instance, on August 24,1953, in the 
Parliament while debating on Andhra 
Bill, B.S. Murthy started singing a song 
composed by him in 1937 on the plight 
of Rdyalaseoma. R. Venkatnraman 
reacted by saying, "Wc arc entitled to 
; speak but we are not entitled to sing 
and dance." In 197.3, following a 
Boeing crash, when pressure mounted 
on Karan Singh to resign, on August 9, 
1973 he categorically refused to resign 
! and asserted that—'I do not intent to 
run away from my responsibilities'. On 
; August 22, 1993 Janata Dal leader V.P. 

1 Singh left the Capital by saying that he 
; would not return until 'appointment 
! was made under Mandal Commission 
j Recommendations'. Last but the least, 

; on being conferred with the 'Best 
' Parliamentarian Award', B]P Leader 
' Atal Behari Vajpayee, on August 17, 

' 1994, said that—"Democracy is more a 
■ moral than constitutional or legal 
' system". 







DesGrfpnveQuesiions 


Presidential ve»us parliamentary 
government 

Q. Some people think 'Presidential 
form of government in India' is the need 
of the hour. Give two arguments in favour 
and two against the proposition. 
Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. Having suffered the emasculation 
of successive Prime Ministers conducive 
only to blackmail of coalition politics, it is 
time now to think seriously of changing 
the present parliamentary system to tho 
directly elected chief executive, popularly 
kiyewn as presidential form of 
government, Each frictured mandate, as 
w» all know, lesulti In the marriage of 
compulsion or convenience, or both, by 
parties that had fought eleetlona against' 
eac);. The daily squabbles among the 
ruling groups or parties, push the national 
problems Into the back ground and good 
governance takes a back scat. The drama 
of the absurd becomes too manifest and 
macabre to be a tribute to the 
parliamentary democracy in any form. 
There is more confusion after every 
meeting of the motley crowd, that tries to 
postpone the hard decisions that the health 
of the polity and economy demand. The 
poor Prime Minister has lo pander to the 
fads and fancies of those who share power 
with him and also of those who extend 
outside support to the tottering 
government. 

2. After all what has parliamentary 
democracy given us? Rampant cor.'uption, 
criminaliMtion of politics, horse trading 
and 'floor cronings, besides the rule of 
mediocrity over merit. Heavens will not 
fall if we switch over to presidential form 
of government,,where the chief executive 
is not a captive and dte government is not 

*eun by incompetent hands. No Prime 
Minister under the present dispensation 
can take bold deciskma and avoid leg* 


pulling by friends and foes. ! 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. The advocates of the proposition 

should know that it is dte height of folly 
to throw the baby away along with the 
dirty tub water. If some serious defects j 
and distortions have come about in the i 
present system, they can be corrected. We i 
should not lose sight of the fact that ours | 
is not only a parliamentary democracy, | 
but also a participatory democracy, where | 
the aspirations of all ethnic groups, 
communities, religions and cultures are 
well looked after. Such castes and classes, 
as have remained out of the magic circle 
of power for so long, have become 
assertive and dominant simply because 
parliamentary democracy has given them > 
their due and made tlwm equal partners | 
in the running of State affairs. We cannot i 
afford to reverse the process with one ! 
stroke and create un-called for crisis and | 
chaos. I 

2. There is no denying the fact tlial i 
the present system is at times ; 
excruciatingly selMefeating, in the sense j 
that persons with criminal background, : 
personal agendas and aggrandisement of ' 
self-interests become too powerful to be | 
amenable to reason or argument. With a i 
little foresight and electoral reforms in the ! 
right direction, must of the ills can be i 
curbed and cured. The remedy suggested ; 
by the advocates of the propositiim may ' 
prove worse than tlie disease ilsclt. j 

I 

All censorship is bad in tone and | 
tenor \ 

j 

Q. "All censorship is objectionable." ; 
Substantiate the statement with your 
views based on reading, past experience | 
■ndknoYlqdge. iSj 

Ans| Gbne are the days when | 
i were fed on controlled culture, censored ' 


news and closely scrutinised views. Witii 
the spread of democracy, the pride of place 
has been accorded to right to information, 
freedom of reading and expression: Any 
curbs, well- or ill-intentioned, on 
dissemination of news and views, contrary 
to the ones held dear by the 'powers-that- 
be', is like showing a rag to a btiU. In 
an age where information technology lula 
the roost, it goes beyond one's 
comprehension why some persons take it 
as a personal assault or insult if some 
taboos are broken and new ground rules 
arc introduced as far as freedom of 
expression and right to Information end 
entertainment are concerned. The 
custodial^ nf art and culture, who fbtd 
new mores and methods of expression 
repulsive or repugnsnt to thsir senile 
sensibilities, should better wsit for the 
things to settle. 

Censorship ..curbs are generally 
counte^p^od^ctive. When a crude attrapl 
is made to suppress transparency in news, 
views and reviews, the gossip tnills chum 
uut all types of rumours and stories and 
administer a severe blow to the credibility 
of the official media. In such a situation 
people turn to foreign channels and tnedla 
to know the happenings at home. It should 
be clear that any effort made to feed or 
tool the common folk, on fabricoted facts, 
proriii'-es a fall-out that is contrary lo ail 
expectations of the ruling elite. Even the 
erstwhile 'Command States' failed to 
conceal trutli from their people and fell, 
notwithstanding their iron-curtains and 
steely censorship rules. 

In the cultural world also, creative 
impulses can seldom be coerced Into 
obeying the official dictates. What is 
obscene and pornographic, cannot be 
defined or described by official hand-outs 
or by the outbursts of fundamentalists or 
• eealots. have had a 'Censor Board' in 
the Bollywood for more than five 
decades, but the decay and decline in 
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song and music, costumes, story line, on 
the one hand, violence and vulgarity, on 
the other, are too conspicuous to be 
ignored. No amount of compulsive 
guidelines in respect of cultural climate 
can work unless ^ey are in tune with the 
changing patterns of concepts and 
creative expressions. 

Menace of dowry deaths 

Q. Suggest three effective steps to 
combat the menace of dowry death in 
India. Say how the steps suggested by you 
would be effective indeedi 

Ans. It is only in the sick societies 
that pernicious practices like human 
sacrifice and bride burning take place in 
full public view, and with no remorse or 
willingless to reverse the gory 
happenings. With every passing day the 
menace of dowry deaths, born out of 
greed and crass crudity on the part of 
some, has assumed dangerous 
dimensions, and debased the 
matrimonial alliance to siiuster levels. No 
civilised society can afford to earn the 
dubious distinction of harassing its brides 
to such an extent that they are left with 
no choice but to end their lives. The 
moment a bride is tortured in the name 
of dowry, the very sanctity of marriage 
becomes suspect in the eyes of all those 
who think and feel deeply for the plight 
of such unfortunate creatures. 

The measures that can effectively 
combat the increasing number of dowry 
deaths or dowry-related crimes, should 
comprise positive and preventive steps at 
various levels of action plans. The first 
and the foremost step that will have a far- 
reaching impact on the near elimination 
of the evil is to educate, train and equip 
women in such a manner that they become 
economically self-reliant and consciously 
confident of their rightful place in the new 
family after marriage. Enlightenment- 
cum-empower-ment of women can act as 
a strong bulwark against bullying and 
battering of their identity and personality. 

Special Courts should be set up in 
the States that witness frequent occurrence 
of bride-burning cases. Once such courts 
start delivering quick, fair and just 
decisions, the right message will reach 


home of those who are prone to 
demanding and pestering the newly¬ 
wed brides for bringing mote and more 
dowry. Enforcement of 'Dowry 
Prohibition Act' in letter and spirit 
should become a matter of faith with all 
those who mean to eradicate the evil that 
has brought nothing but shame to our 
polity. 

Women organisations should play 
more active role in this area, because the 
victims are too scared to settle scores with 
the perpetrators of dowry-related crimes. 
The services of social organisations, media 
and other publicity channels should be 
used to wage a relentless war against the 
most inhunum form of exploitation that 
some of our newly-wed woman suffer in 
the name of dowry. 

Disappearance of Diseases 

Q. If all the diseases that afflict 
human beings disappear from the wotl^ 
what would happen? Give three possible 
consequences if such a situation happens 
in the woiid. 

Ans. Of all the trials and tribulations 
that a human being is confronted with, 
falling sick or a prey to some deadly 
disease, is both nagging and nightmarish. 
If by God's grace, ^ t^es of diseases that 
afflict human beings every off and on, 
disappear from the surface of the earth, 
life would undergo a sea change for the 
better. The most conspicuous consequence 
of such a development will be seen in the 
lives of those who suffer from fatal 
diseases. Once the human beings find 
themselves immune from ail types of 
ailments, foey will be able to devote all 
their energies into constructive and 
creative chaimels. The pain and poignancy 
that a disease causes to its victim will 
become a bad dream of yester years. 
Instead of woes and worries, life will 
become a sweet song, free from the 
scourge of physical, as well as, mental 
ailments. 

The second consequence will be felt 
on the popuiatkm front. People dying of 
one disease or dte other will become hale 
and hearty and the over-^U death rate will 
come down coitsiderably. The average 
span of life will go up furfiio', giving fillip 


to the growing population of all 
categories, especially the elderly persons. 

The new development will, however, 
pose a serious challenge as far as the 
problem K)f looking after the aged is 
concerned. World population, which is 
already bursting at the seams, will pose 
much more problems than the ones stating 
us in the face today. Of course, a lot a 
money will be saved as far as health care 
services ate concerned and this money 
could be used for setting up more old- 
age homes equipped with all the essential 
services. 

With the sudden disappearance of 
diseases, hospitals, nursing homes, 
private practitioners, n\anufacturers and 
sellers of medicines will become 
redundant and irrelevant. Except 
maternity homes for the new-borns, all 
other institutions dispensing treatment for 
various diseases will have to down their 
shutters and render millions of trained 
personnel jobless. Naturally, such a 
situation will create highly unpleasant 
social scenario. In short, the 
disappearance of ailments from the face 
of the world carries a mixed bag of cheer 
and chagrin. 


■ 
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Qs. 1-8. Given below are some series of numbers. Your task 
is to find out the missing number in each question. 

1. 97; 94; 88;...; 52; 4. 


(fl) 80 (b) 76 (r) 72 (d) 68 

((’) None of these 

2. .1; 7; 15; 31; 63;... 

(a) 121 (b) 97 (c) 135 (d) 127 

(f) None of these 

3. ...; 24; 33; 36; 35; 48. 

(fl) 12 (b) 18 (c) 30 (d) 31 

(r) None of these 

4. 17; 16; 20; 11; 27;... 

(fl) 2 (b) 8 (c) 19 (d) 29 

({’) None of tlicse 

5. 39; 38; 36; 33;...: 21. 

(n) 31 (h) 29 (c) 28 (d) 24 

(f) None of these 

6. 5.3; 59; 61; 67;... 

(a) 69 (b) 71 (c) 73 (d) 75 

(р) None of these 

7. 21; 28; 36; 43;...; 58. 

{a) 46 (b) 49 (c) 51 (d) 50 

(с) None of these 

8. 2; 8; 3; 27; 4;... 

(fl) 16 (b) 32 (c) 64 (d) 48 - 

(p) None of these 

Qs. 9-14. In each of the following questions, four out of 
the five given pairs of numbers have simitar relationship. Your 


18. 

(fl) HFGE 

(b) NKML 

(c) SQRP 


(d) ZXYW 

(e) VTUS 


19. 

(fl) CRE 

(b) ESD 

(c) GTC 


(d) JUB 

(e) KVA 


20. 

(fl) QZA 

(b) RYC 

(c) SXE 


(d) TWG- 

(c) UVJ 



US, ror eacn or inc loiiunvinij ijumiuiw/ huh 

number/letter that can be placed at the sign of interrogation, 

21 . 19 <«> 26 21 

' 16 56 33 

fa; 15 (b)27 (c)2S (d)13 (9)11 


22 . 






fa;H (b)T (OR (d)K fa^L 


task is to find out the one that is different from others. 

9. (fl) 4 : 8 

(b) 25 :125 

(c) 1 : 1 

(d) 32 :64 

(e)9:27- 


10. (a) n ;9l 

(b) 17: 119 

(c) 1 : 7 

(d) 5 : 35 

(p) 15 : 115 


11. (a) 3: 27 

(b) 2 : 8 

(c) 4 ; 32 

{(/) 6: 216 

(p) 5 : 125 


12. (a) 15 : 51 

(b) 36 : 64 

(c) 27:72 

(d) 43 :34 

(p) .57:75 


13. (a) 18,; 24 

(b) 27:36 

(c) 51 ; 68 

(d) 46 :64 

(e) 24 : 32 


•14. (a) 25 : 36 

(b) 1 : 4 

(c)3;9 

(d) 9; 16 

(e) 49:64 



(a) 9 (b)11 (016 (d)12 (9)19 

Given below is a Venn diagram. In this diagram each section 
is numbered. Answer questions 24 and 25 on the basis of 
information given below: 



15. How many numbtirs between 40 and 80 are divisibk by 7? 

(fl) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 e) Can't say 

Q. 16-20. I^ind the odd-man out: 

16. (fl) GJML (b) BEHG (c) KNQP 

(d) MTtS (e) WZCB 

17. (fl) YWTS (b) Ljriq (c) USPO 

" (d) MKHG (p) IHED 


(i) The square represents doctors. 

(j’O The triangle represents women. 

(Hi) The rectangle represents surgeons. 

(iv) The circle represents married persons. 

24. Which of the following is represented by no. 8? 

(fl) Married women who are doctors but not surgeons. 

(b) Urmurried women who are surgeons. 

(c) Married men doctors who are surgeons. 

(d) Married women doctors who are surgeons. 

(e) Uiunarried men who are not doctors. 

25. The section of married women who are not doctors is 
represented by the number: 

(fl)6 (b)ll (c)10 fel)5 (c)4 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Glvan bilow an two uti of ftguni, tho Frablim Figum and lha Anawir Piguni markad A, B, C, D and E. You hava to find 
out which of tha Anawar Figum would bo lha naxi ono in lha aariaa of Prablam Piguna. 

PROBLEM PIQURI8 ANSWER PIQURE8 
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In each of the following questions, the first two figures have a certain relationship. You have to find out from the answer 
figures A, B, C, D and E the figure that has a similar relationship with Bgure no. Ill and can be put in place of question mark. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 
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Find the odd-man out: 

A B 
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In each of the following questions a pair of figures is given 
which have a certain relationship. You have to find out from 
answer figures A, B, C, D and E, the pair with identical 
relationship. 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) CoondeducUngS,6,12.24,48...fremniunbersmpectively. 

2. id) Each number is double +1 of the preceding number. 

.1 id) There ace two series, 31,33,35... and 24; 36; 48... 

4 (a) The squares of numbers are deducted and added to numbers by turns 
-1'; f2»;-3',M 4’ 

5. (c) Primenumbers, 1,2,3,5,7... are subtracted from numbers by turns. 

6. (ft) It is a series of prime numbers, 53 onwards. 

7. (r) Add 7 and 8 to numbers by turns. 

8. (d The senes is, 2; 2’; 3; 3’; 4; 4’... 

‘1. [dj The arrangement is square : cube of the same number 

10. (cj The second number is seven times of the first number. 

11. (d The second number is the cube of first number. 

12. (f'.l The digits are reversed. 

13. id) The numbers have a ratio of 3 : 4. 

14. (d The numbers are squares of consecutive numbers, t.g., P; P; 1’; 2'- 

15. (d 

Qs 16-18. Ckfd!'.he arrangement with the position oftlwse letters in alphabets. 

16. id) 17. (b) 18. (h) *. 

Qs. 19-20. Compare the position of first letter, e.g., C, E, G,... then second 
letter, K, S, T, U... then third one, £, 0, C, B... 

19. (d) 20. (e) 

21. (d The arrangement is (35 +16) - (15 +19) = 17 

22. (fl) Add the numbers that the letters have in the alphabetical order; e.g., B is 

2'fEis5 + Nisl4-ffi8l0s31. 

23. (d The arrangement is, 2’ + P -t 8 - 21 

24. (if) 25. (b) 

For solving the nat type of tpusUons, keep the fitllowmg guidelhm in mind: 
(i) Study each figuR of each question independently as well as in 
relationship with otlwr figures. 


(It) The tiguces may move around clockwise, anti-clockwise, along 
certain points, zig-zagging, left-right, upside down or vice-versa. The 
different figures in the same question may follow different courses of 
movement. {Examples: Qs. 27,28,33,39,50,52 etc.) 

(ill) The figures may mtate, tilt, swing, change their size and shape at their 
own place or during movement. {Examples: Qs. 28,31,36,41,54 etc.) 

(hi) Something may be added or dropped from the figure, new figures may 
appear and old ones disappear according to a set pattern. {Examples: 34,37, 
43,44,45,46,47,48,53 etc.) 

(v) The figures may interchange places among themselves; there may be 
sets of such figures or ail may be involved. {Examples- Qs. 37,38, 39,40,44,46, 
49 etc.) 

(of) The pace of movement may not be the same for all the figures, 
some may have a uniform movement while some may gam or lose steps 
{Examples- Qs. 27, 29, 33, 52, 55 etc.) 


26. C 

27. r. 

28. E 

29. A 

30. C 

31. B 

32. A 

33. C 

34. D 

35 C 

36. A 

37. D 

38. A 

39. B 

40. D 

41. A 

42. C 

43 B 

44. D 

45. E 

46. A 

47. C 

48. A 

49. C 

SO. D 

51. B 

52. E 

53. B 

54. B 

55. Dj 

56. B 

57. D 

58. A 

59. B 

60. E 

61. C 

62. 0 

63. A 

64. D 

65. A 




66. A. All the others are divided into four equal parts of same shape. 

67. C. Hie pattern is wrong. 

68. E. The figures in cumers should point in the same direction. 

69. A. All the other figures have five lines, this one has six. 

70. D. The two figures should have only one side more than three figures. 

71. C The two figures ou^t to be identical. 

72. C 73. A 74. B 75. E 
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Find the odd-man out: 


1. (fl) canine 

(b) feline 

(c) equine 

(d) bovine 

(c>) ravine 


2. (fl) torrent 

(b) cirrus 

(c) whirlpool 

(d) stream 

(e) cascade 


3. (fl) Sabarmati 

(b) Rajghat 

(c) Yervada 

(d) Porbunder 

(c) Dwarika 


4. (fl) litre 

(b) watt 

(r) mass 

(d) degree 

(c) metre 


5. (fl) insect 

(b) duckling 

(c) caterpillar 

(d) larva 

(c) tadpole 


6. (fl) cruel 

(b) harsh 

(c) gentle 

(d) learned 

(e) affectionate 


7. (fl) Maharashtra 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Pimjab 

(d) Kerala 

(e) Orissa 


8. (fl) Red Fort 


(b) Taj Mahal 

(c) Buckingham Palace 

(d) WhiteHoii.se 


(e) Rashtrapati Bhawan 

In each of the following questions, the two items given 
have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from {a), 
(h), (c) and (d) the pair of words with similar relationship. 
9. balance: weight 

(a) axe ; dig (h) heat: calorie 

(c) seismograph; earthquake 

(d) thermometer: mercury 
10. chef:food 


(a) tailor: clothes 
(c) water:drink 

11. jaggery: sugarcane 

(a) stamp; letter 

(c) prism:glass 

12. mechanic: garage 
(a) farmer. granary 
(c) soldier: war 

13. palaeography: writing 
(fl) history; nation 

(c) aquarium: fish 

14. baiber; scissors 

(a) cobbler; shoe 

(b) astronomer: telescope 

(c) batsman: runs 

15. alertness: lethargy 
(fl) kindle: extinguish 
(e) affection: love 

16 . plague ; epldendc 
(fl) botany: flora 

(c) dictionary; book 


{b) dancer; music 
(d) boatman: boat 

(h) salt: iodine 
(d) tea: coffee 

(h) merchant: trade • 
(d) pilot: cockpit 

(b) cardiology; heart 
(d) transportation: road 


(d) women: fashion 

(b) vigilance: carefulness 
(d) travel; destination 

(b) patient i hospital 
(d) AIDS:death 


The three items in each of the following questions have 
a certain relationship. Match them with items given in (a), (b), 
(c), (d) and (e) on the basis of similar relationship among 
items. The order of items need not be the same. 

17. trot: stride; gallop 

(fl) petrol: vehicle: deisel 

18. square ; figure : triangle 

(b) slap: Idck: beat 

19. carl: ox : horse 

(c) tree : oak : neem 

20. sugarcane: sugar: sugarbeet 

(d) stone: statue: house 

21. fuiiuture: paper: wood 

(e) wool: cbtton : cloth 

In each of the following questions a word is given. The 
letters of the words are given in their coded forms as well, 
each figure representing one letter. Your task is to find out 
the right code for the letter enclosed in box. 


22 . paiIEIt 






(ci)A 

23. N 0 R tIQ 




rtM] 

rejA 

(ci)A 

24 . steloi 

L 





(cm 

TO 

25. HR A 1 

1 N 




TO 

(cJC 

(ci)Q 

26. SHigRK 




TO 

(c)B 

(dm 


27. According to the above codes of signs, what would be 
the code for 'BRISK'? 

r<fjaeABC (6;AHOtI© 
(byaooBO rcs^BBAao 

rejBBcao 

28. If according to a certain code, the woad 
'PAR^^^R'ilQZS 80 DSthen'HUSBANO'inih•teodewouldbe^ 

(fl) HTABME (b) ITTCBME (e) STABME 

(d) ITRBAMC (e) mCBOC 


ao/^ouiT'ee coMFiUTioNMAgTeH 




. 4 ' .• 1 [‘ . y 'y. 






■ y '■■'•"■ ■ ', "^ .’’/|S 


Study the coded message given below and answer the 
questions that follow: 

"baw haw daw kaw' means 'Poachers killed some tigers.' 
'vaw gaw jaw haw' means 'Tigers are brave creatures.' 

• 'kaw taw maw vaw' means 'Some watchmen were brave.' 
'maw jaw naw baw' means 'Watchmen are searching poachers.' 

29. What does 'kaw baw' mean? 

(fl) some watchmen (/?) brave tigers 

(c) brave creatures (if) some poachers 

(c) killed tigers 

30. 'Creatures killed watchmen' would be coded as: 

(a) maw gaw daw (b) maw vaw naw 

(c) gaw kaw daw (if) gaw naw kaw 

(e) daw maw haw 

Four men A, B, C and D and four ladies W, X, Y and Z are 
sitting around a table facing each other. No two men or two 
women are sitting together. 

Z is facing Y while A is facing D. 

W is sandwiched between C and D. 

X is to the right of A. 

There are two persons between W and B. 

Z is not near D. 

31. Who are on the left and right of B? 

(fl) Y and Z (b) X and Y 

(c) X and Z (d) Y and W 

(e) None of these 

32. Which of the following is a wrong statement? 

(a) A is between X and Z 

(b) D is to the right of Y. 

(c) Z is to the left of C. 
id) C is facing B. 

(f) W is to the right of D. 

33. Arun and Vanin are brothers and Sohan and Mohan 
are brothers. If Mohan's daughter is Mirun's sister, how is 
Sohan related to Arun? He is Arun's: 

(ii) cousin (b) father (c) uncle 

(d) brother (e) son 

Six boys .A, B, C, D, E and F are marching in a line. They 
are arranged according to their height, the tallest one being 
at the back and the shortest in front. Read the following state* 
ments and answer the questions that follow: 

F is between B and A. 

E is shorter than D but taller than C who is taller than .A. 

E and F have two boys between them. 

A is not the shortest among them all. 

34. Where is E? 

(fl) Between C and A (b) In the end 

(c) Between B and C (if) Between D and C 

(c) In front of B 

35. Who is the tallest among the boys? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (c) E 

36. If we Stan counting from the shortirst, which boy is the 
third one in the line? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 


id) D (e) V 

Four men Ratan, Surendra, Brij Mohan and Raju live in 
Dehradun, Mumbai, Chennai and Chandigarh and are mar* 
lied to Anjali, Gopi, Meeia and Mamta. 

Read the following statements and answer the questions 
that follow: 

Anjali lives in Chennai but she is not Ratan's wife. 

Brij Mohan is not married to Gopi or Meeta nor lives in 
Mumbai. 

Raju or Brij Mohan arc not Anjali's husband. 

Mamta is not married to Surendra or Raju. 

.'Gopi lives ia Mumbai. 

Raju does not live in Mumbai or Chandigarh. 

37. Which lady lives in Dehradun? 

(fl) Mamta (b) Meeta (c) Anjali 

(d) Gopi (e) Can't say 

38. Who is Surendra's wife? 

(fl) Mamta (b) .Meeta (r) Anjali 

(d) Gopi (c) Can't say 

39. Which of the following is the right couple? 

(fl) Raju and Mamta (b) liaju and (jopi 

(c) Ratan and Mamta (d) Ratan and Gopi 

(f) Ratan and Anjali 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(fl) Ratan stays at Dchrai^un. 

(b) Gopi is not Surendra's wife. 

(c) Meeta does not live in Chandigarh 

(d) Brij Mohan lives in Chandigarh. 

(c) Ratan is Gopi's husband. 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each ciiiestioii Irlow are <;iivu tnv ftaleiiieul< followed by four 
conclusions nuinhrrcd I. II, III and IV You liaoe to take the two f’izrii 
statements to he true eren if lliei/ appear lo he at v.iriaiice with coiii- 
monly knoLcn facts Read all the raiulusions and then decide which of 
the given conclusions logically follow fro.ii the two given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1, All doctors wear red caps. 

2. .No tall person wears red cap. 

Conclusions; 

1. All short persons are doctors. 

II. No doctor IS tall. 

III. Some doctors are tall. 

IV No short person is a doctor. 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Onfy IV follows. 

(c) Fithcr I or IV follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Mountains are higher than clouds but lower than trees. 

2. Glaciers are higher than clouds but not as high as the 
rivers which are low'cr than trees. 

Conclusions: 

1. Trees are lower than glaciers. 
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U. Rivers are higher than mountains. 

Conclusions: 

ni. Clouds are lower than rivers. 

I. Some poets are dancers. 

IV. Among all the given items, trees are the highest. 

D. No dancer Is a poet. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow, (b) Only 11 and III follow. 

in. The musicians that are dancers are not poets. 

(c) Either II or IV follows. 

IV. All poets are musicians. 

(d) Only any one of the four follows. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only U follows. 

(f) Only in and IV follow. 

(c) Only in follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

(e) None follows. 

43. 1. All farmers are leaders. 

Statements: 

2. Some leaders are ministers. 

48. 1. Some shirts are coats. 

Conclusions: 

2. All coats arc jackets. 

1. All leaders are farmers. 

Conclusions: 

II. Some farmers are ministers. 

I. Some shirts are jackets. 

in. No minister has been a farmer. 

II. Some shirts are not coats. 

IV. Some ministers are not leaders. 

m. Some jackets are coats. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Either n or IH follows. 

IV. Some shirts are not jackets. 

(c) Only ni and IV follow (rf) Either HI or IV follows. 

(a) Only 1 and H follow. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(f) None follows. 

(c) Only III and IV follow, {d) Only I and IV follow. 

Statements: 

(e) All the four follow. 

•44. 1. All pillows are sheets. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three as- 

2. All sheets arc beds. 

sumptions numbered 1, IIand III. An assumption is something supposed 

Conclusions: 

or taken for granted. You have to consider the stotemen 1 and the assump- 

I. All sheets are beds. 

tions and then decide which of the assumption or assumptions are im- 

n. All pillows are beds. 

plicit in the statement. Then decide luhich of the answers is correct. 

III. Some beds arc sheets. 

Statement: 

IV. All beds arc pillows. 

49. Most of the serials in the audio-visual media happen to 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II and JV follow. 

have minimal cultural and moral contents and display lurid sex 

(r) Only 11 and III follow, (d) Either 11 or IV follows. 

and violence. 

(e) Only U follows. 

Assumptions: 

Statements: 

I. The peiagns involved in making these serials do not 

45. 1. Some tables arc chairs. 

seem to think of their responsibility towards nurtur- 

2. No chair is a stool. 

ing social values. 

Conclusions- 

II. A few number of serials arc devoid of these evils. 

I. Some tables arc not stools. 

III. No one wants any change in this TV. culture. 

It. Tables that are not chairs are stools. 

(fl) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only ll is implicit. 

III. Some chairs are not tables. 

(c) Only 111 is implicit, (d) Only I and II are implicit. 

IV. Every stool is either table or chair. 

(c) All are implicit. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

Statement: 

(c) Only Ill follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

50. The court order of stopping friends and relatives from 

(e) None follows. 

providing food, water and other basic items to the undertrials was 

Statements. 

met with great opposition and aggressiveness. 

46. 1. Some circles arc squares. 

Assumptions: 

Some squares are triangles. 

I. The aggressiveness was shown by the jail authorities. 

Conc/usKMis 

n. Everyone feels that since the crime of the undertrials 

I. S«ime squares are not circles. 

is not proved, they can't be deprived of foese facilities. 

11. Some triangles are circles. 

m. The undertrials are not satisfied with the standard or 

m. No circle is a triangle. 

these necessary items provided by the prison au- 

fV. The circles that arc not squares are triangles. 

Ihorities. 

(a) Only 1 and IV follow. (b) Either I or II follows. 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

(b) Only II and HI are implicit. 

(d) Either 11 or III follows. 

(c) Only I and III are implicit, (d) AU are implicit. 

(c) None follows. 

(c) Only anyone of the ttuee is implicit. 

Statements: 

Statement: 

47. 1. All ntOsicians are dancers. 

51. The Opposition Party is raising much hue and cry agaiast 

2. Soi^e itiusicians are poets. 

the present government for doing nothing to check contamina- 
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tion of drinking water in a certain district. 

Assumptions: 

I. Last summer, when the present Opposition Party was 
in authority, this district was g^ing perfect clean 
water to drixtk. 

n. The govemmmt does not have means to supply clean 
drinking water in that particular district. 

III. The Opposition Parties do not miss any chance to 
prove incapability of the ruling party and start some 
or the other movement against it. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(C) Only Ill is implicit. 

((f) Either 1 or n is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. Many citizens' groups and other establishments observe 
tlic World Environment Day on June 6, by planting sapling. 
Assumptions: 

I. Individuals do not plant saplings on the Wforld En¬ 
vironment Day. 

II. The only day in the year, when saplings arc planted, 
is June 6. 

III. Planting trees is tlie best way to celebrate the Envi¬ 
ronment Day as trees are tlic best friends of Envi¬ 
ronment. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

((f) Either I or II is implicit 

(e) Either II or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Some units of army were rushed to district X. 
Assumptiims: 

I. There were fierce communal riots. 

II. The district was hit by some natural calamity. 

III. The district lies near the border of the country and 
some invasions from the neighbouring country were 
reported. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(f) Only 111 is implicit. 

((f) All are implicit. 

(e) Any one of the tluee is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. In an industrial area, more and more local people are 
falling prey to asthmatic attacks and infection in respiratory track. 
Assumptions: 

I. There is an increase in the air pollution 

II. The local people do not have enougli resistance to 
fight these infections. 

III. Where there are no factories, no one suffers from 
these ailments. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 
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31. (b) 

32. (ir) The arrangement is 


z 


(c) Only III is implicit. 

(il) Only I and II are implicit. 

(e) Ail are implicit. 

Statement: 

55. Militants often plant bombs in trains and buses that re¬ 
sult in the death of passengers. 

Assumptions: 

I. The authorities have no provision or instructions to 
check the vehicles. 

n. Tliis i.s the only way the militants make their pres¬ 
ence felt. 

111. Militants have no conscious where killing of inno¬ 
cent persons is concerned. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(r) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Either III or IV is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 



33. (c) 

Qs. 34-36 The arrangement is 

Shortest -> BFACED <- Tallest 

34. id) 35. (d) 36. (a) 

Qs. 37-40. Raju + Meeta Dehradun 

Brij + Mamta Chandigarh 

Surendra + Anjali Chennai 

Ratan + Gopi Mumbai 

37. ib) 38. (c) 39. (d) 40. (a) 

Qs. 41-48 The best xvay to solve this type of questions is by draw¬ 
ing diagrams of all the probable relationship and situations and then 
reach a fool-proof conclusion. Let every item be represented by a circle 
irrespective of its size. Here are a few examples 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) All the other terms are related to animals; dog, cat, horse 

and ox. 

2. (b) This is a cloud among the terms related to water. 

3. (e) All the other places are related to Gandhiji. 

4. (c) All the others are units of measurement. 

5. (a) All the others are young ones of creatures. 

6. (d) This is the only acquired quality among terms related to 

a person's nature and behaviour. 

7. (c) All the others have a coast-line. 

8. (b) All the others are or have been used in the past for resi¬ 

dential purpose. 

9. (c) They have the instrument and the thing it measures rela¬ 

tionship. 

10. (fl) They have the maker and the finished product relation¬ 

ship. 

11. (c) One is made from the other. 

12. (d) Tliey have the place ofworking and worker relationship. 

13. (b) They have the study and topic relationsliip. 

14., (b) They have the worker and his main tool relationship. 

15. (fl) They are antonyms. 

16. (c) They have the specific item and the general category re¬ 

lationship. 

17. (b) They are three actions belonging to the same mode, a 

horse's movement and beating. 

18. (c) Two of the items are specific items of a genci. 1 1 category. 

19. (a) There are two types of modes to drive the third item. 

20. (e) One item is made with the other two items mentioned. 

21. (d) One item is used for making the other two. 

Qs. 22-27. Sort out common letters and match than with common 
figures, thus by comparing them with each other, you can make it, e.g., 'K 
is common in qs. 22 and 26 and the only figure common is a circle that 
is half white on your left, hence it is the code for ‘A. 

22. (6) 23. id) 24. (e) 25. (b) 26. (a) 27. (e) 

28. (fl) 29. (d) 30. {a) 
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49. id) 50. (b) 51. (c) 52. ,c) 53. (a) 

54. (a) 55. (c) 
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Quandtaiive Apiiiiiile 

National Defence Academy Exam September, 1995 


1. The value of 


X H- V + Z 


x-'y ' + y '/■ ' + z 'x 


U i is: 


(c) xyz 


(M 

VI xy yz. xz 
(.'0 xy + yz + zx 


2. If X be real and positive, then the value of 

1 

y = X + satisfies: 

(fl) 0 < y s 0.5 (h) 0.5 < y < 1 

(c) 1 < y < 2 {d)y >2 

3. If 2x + y = 3, xy = 1, dien the value of 8x’ + y' is: 

(fl)16 (10 9 (f)4 (i)l 

4. a + b is a factor of: 

(fl) a' (b^ - c^) + b'(c- - aO + c^(a^ ■ bO 

(b) a(b - c)’ + b(c - a)' + c(a - b)' 

(c) (a + b + c)’ - (b + c - a)' - (c + a - b)’ - (a + b - c)’ 

(d) a(b^ - cO + b(c’ - a*) + c(a^ - bO 

5. If X + 2 is a factor of [(x + 1)' + (2x + K)'], then the value 
of 'K' is: 

(fl)l (b)3 {f)4 Id) 5 

6. The remainder obtained by dividing x" - by ax - b is: 


n+1 _ uH-* 1 


n"b" a.b" 

7. HCF of 6x^y (x- y)(x^ + xy + y’), 18xy^{x - y)- and 
12x(x - y)’ is- 

(a) 6x(x - y) (b) 6(x - y) 

(f) 6x (d) x(x - y) 

8. LCM of the polynomials x'y - xy\ x* - 2x'y't y' and 
x*-y* is: 

(fl) xy(x^ - y0(x + y)’(x - y) 

(b) xy(x’ + y0(x - y)^{x + y)^ 

(c) xy(x2 + y=)(x - y)’(x + y) 

(d) xy(x’ - y’){x - yKx + y) 

9. x’ + 4x > 2x + 8 is true when; 

(fl) X > 4 or X < - 2 (b) X > 4 or X < 2 

(c) X > 2 or X < - 4 (d) X - 2 or X < 4 

lA 1C I, a. ^ 4 u taVa w>aa\ l/aliiAC fUAn. 


10. If y. 


x2 + 2x + 4 


(fl) 3 S y S 3 
(c) 5 < y s 7 


where x can take real values, then; 

{&)3<y s5 
(d)7<y s9 


11. Solution for the equations 

X±j 2.+lilies 3 
4 3 

2x-1 

2 4 2 

(rt) X = ~ 5, y = -3 (b) X = - 5, y = 3 

(c) X = 5, y = 3 (d) X = 5, y = - 3 

12. If O)'** = 81 and (81)'' = 3, then the values of x and y are: 


8 '8 


8 ' 8 
8 8 


13. The perimeter of a rectangle whose length is twice the 
breadth is 24 cm. Then tlic area of rectangle is; 

(a) 28 sq cm * (b) 32 sq cm 

(c) 36 sq cm (d) 42 sq cm 

14. If 6 kg of sugar and 5 kg of tea together cost Rs 209 and 
4 kg of sugar and 3 kg of tea together cost Rs 131, then the cost 
of 1 kg sugar and 1 kg tea are respectively; 

(fl) Rs 11, 25 ' (b) Rs 12, 20 

(f) Rs 14, 20 (d) Rs 14, 25 

15. If a, (1 are the roots of the equation ax^ + hx + c = 0, then 


the value of 


16. If x‘ + 7ax 4 40 - 0 and t 2ax - 60 = 0 have a common 
root, then the value of a is. 

(fl) ± 1 (b) t 2 (c) t 3 (d) ± 4 

17. If 14 is the maximum of - 4 >,x + 8, then the value 

of X is: 

(rt)24 (f)-6V3 (d)-12 

18. The expression x' - x - 30 is positive for: 

(fl) no value of x 

(b) all values of x between - 5 and 6 / 

(c) all x (d) x > 6 or X < - 5 y 

... . . . / 

equal to: 


{fl)3’ {b)3^ 

{c)3 (d)tj3 

20. If a = y'’4 2'^’, then 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS “ 


(a) - 6a - 6 = 0 (b) a’ - 6a + 6 = 0 

(c) a’ + 6a - 6 = 0 (d) a’ + 6a + 6 = 0 

21. The solution of 64^“ '’ = 4 x 8* ' is: 

IZ 


(«) ^ (b) f (f) 

22. The value of 


10 


wf 


f 

\+ * 




_ylL 

yj 


(, 


-•! 



xM 


jal to: 





A lb 


(fl) 

JL 


(b) 


,y > 



(c) (xy)'*" 

(d) 




yb 

11. If U = Set of all triangles 

X = Set of isosceles triangles 

Y = Set of equilateral triangles 
Z = Set of right angled triangles 
W = Set of acute angled triangles, 

then Y fi W is: 

(fl)U (b)Y (c)Z (d)X 

24. If X = {multiples of 21 

Y = {multiples of .S) 

Z = {multiples of 10|, 

then X n (Y n Z) is equal to: 

(a) multiples of 10 (b) multiples of 5 

(c) multiples of 2 (d) multiples of 7 

. IS. If S = {|xl + 1 = 0, X real), then S is: 

(rt)fl (b){01 (f)l«l.l (d)^ 

26. If X, Y, Z, I’ arc points on a line, X, Y have co-ordinates 
-7,11 with respect to an origin O on the line and XZ = ZY = PY 
= 9, ZP = 18, then which one of the following is the correct 
sequence? 

(//)X-Z-P-Y (b)Y-Z-X-P 

(f)P-Z-Y-X (d)P-Y-Z-X 

27. A, B, C, D are four points in a straight line. Distance from 
A to B is 10, B to C is 5, C to D is 4 and A to D is 1. Which one of 
the following is the correct sequence of the points? 

(«)A-B-C-D (b)A-C-B-D 

(c)A-D-C-B (d)A-C-D-B 

28. If the sum of ail interior angles of a convex polygon is 

1440“, then the number of sides of the polygon is: 

(fl) 8 (b) 10 (c) 11 (d) 12 

29. One angle of a seven-sided polygon is 114" and each of 
the other six angles is x“. The value of x is: 

V«) 114" (b) 121" 

(c)i3i" (d) isr 

30. Given MJ, CD and EF straight lines intersecting at the 
point 0. If ^a = /c < 45", 



B 


(fl) EF bisects ^ BOD (b) AB bisects / COD 
(c) CD bisects ^ AOF (d) CD bisects / EOB 

31. The angle between the internal bisector and the external 
bisector of an angle is; 

(a) 60" (b)90" {c)120" (d) 135" 

32. AB and CD are parallel straight lines. EG intersects the 
lines AB and CD at F and G respectively. If ^ AFE = 60“ and the 
straight line HI bisects ^ EGD, then z DGI Is- 



(a) 60" (b) 120" (c) 130" (d) 140" 

33. Through the centroid P of a ^ ABC, if a line EF is drawn 
parallel to side BC meeting AB at F, and AC at F, then; 

(fl) AE = EB (b) AE = 2EB 

(c)FC = 2AF (d)Af = 3FC 

34. A passenger is 6 km away from a railway line. If the two 
railway stations A and B are each 10 km away from the passenger, 
then the distance AB would be: 

(fl) 4 km (b) 8 km (c) 11 km (d) 16 km 

35. In a right angled triangle ABC, z 8CA = 90®, CD is 
perpendicular from C to AB. By using the concept of area or 
areas of triangles, which one of the following relationship holds 
good? 


.2 = 


BC^ CA^ 


CD' 


CD^ AB^ CA^ 


(fl) 

(b) 

CD^ ” AB^ ~ CA^ 
CD^ ^ BC^ CA* 
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36. In a quadrilateral PQSR, with a diagoiuil PS, if QS = SR 
and z QSP = z RSP. then consider the following statements: 

Assertion (A): ^QPS = ^RPS. 

Reason (R): Triangles QPS and RPS are congruent. 

Of these statements: 

(a) bodi A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) both A and R are true but R is not a correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(r) A is true, but R is false 
(d) A is false, but R is true 

37. A ABC is congruent to ^ DBF if: 

(a) AB = 4 = DE, AC = 6 = DF, ^ A= 

(h)AB = 4 = DE, AC = 6 = DF, ^B= ^E 

(c) AB = 6 = DE, AC = 4 = DF, ^C = ^F 

(d) AB = 4 = DE, AC = 6 = DF, zC= 

38. If in a quadrilateral the diagonals bisect each othec then 
which one of the following conclusions about the quadrilateral is 
the most appropriate one? 

(a) It is a parallelogram (b) It is a square 

(c) It is a rectangle (d) None of the above 

39. In the given figure, if ALis the bisector of ^ BAC, then AB 


7.5 cm 



B 4 cm L 3 cm 


(a) 7 cm (b) 10 cm (c) 15 cm (d) 22.50 cm 

40. If D, E, F arc the mid-points of the sides BC, CA, AB 
respectively of a ABC, then the ratio area a DBF: area a ABC is 
equal to: 

(fl) 1 : 2 j!) 1:3 (c) 2 ; 3 (d) 1 : 4 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


x +v + z x + y-t-z 

l + l^.l“z + x + y “ 
xy yz zx 


= (x + ^-2) + 2= ^ +2= ; 


2.(d)y = (x + ^-2) 


As is always +ve i.f s 0 .-.y a 2 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


3. (b) 8y-’ + x^ = (2x)’+ y’ * (2x + y)’- 3 x2x xy(2x + y) 

= 3’-6 X 1 x3 = 9 

4. (a) We can easily verify by putting a = - b in the exp 

It becomes zero a + b is a factor of this exp 

5. (d) Let p(x) = (x+l)' + {2x+ K)’ x + 2 is a factor of p(x) 

p (-2) = 0 => (-2 + ir + (2x - 2 + K)’ = 0 k = 5 


6. (fl) Let p{x) = X" - when p(x) is divided by ax - b. 


8. (b) x'y - xy’= xy (x- - y^) = xy(x - y)(x + y) 

x^ - 2xy + y^ - (x’ - y^)’ = (x + y)’(x- y)* 
x^ - y^ = (x - y){x + y)(x' + y') 

LCM = (x - y)^(x + y)Hx^ + y^) 

9. (c) X* + 4x > 2x + 8 or x’ + 2x - 8 > 0 =» (x + 4)(x - 2) > 0 

Either x + 4 > 0 and x-2>0=»x>-4 
and x > 2 =» x > 2 

or X + 4 < 0 and x-2<0 =» x<'-4 and x < 2 => x - 4 
.•. The statement is true when x>2orx<-4 
- 2x + 4 

10. (fl) y = x’(y - 1) + 2x(y + 1) + 4(y - 1) = 0 

As x is real D > 0 i.c. [2(y + l)p - 4 (y- 1) .4 (y- 1) 2 : 0 
or (y + 1)^- (2 (y - l)p 2 0 or {3y -1) (3 - y) > 0 
or (.3y ~ 1) (y - 3) < 0 

Either 3y 1 0 and y 3 ^ 0 -.s y v and y > 3 which 

is not possible 

or 3y - 1 2 0 ant' y-3;. 0=>y_7^ 
and y<3=>'^ <y<3 

IJ. (d) Check the answer by choices x = 5, y = -3 satisfy both the 
equations 

12. (c) y” = 3' .■.x + y = 4..(i) 

(3')‘> = 3 ... 4(x-y)= 1 ..(») 

17 l<i 

Solving ( 1 ) and (li) we get x = ^ , y = 

13. (b) Let B = X .-.L = 2x, P = 2(2x + x) = 24 ... x = 4 

A=2x >:X = 2x' = Lx4' = .32rm' 

14. (d) Let the prices of sugar and tea per kg be Rs x and Rs y 

respectively 

ATS 6x + 5y = 209 ... (i) 

4x + 3y = 131 ... (ii) 

Solving (i) and («) we get x = 14, y = 25 

15. (fl)a + p = - 
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a}i + b 4-aa + b a(a + P) + 2b 

a’«P + abtx + ab(J + b^ “ a-ra(i + ab(a + P) + b^ 

a(-‘’) + 2b 

_ —;— a —-_ .tL 

“ a*.'■+ab( "*^) + b' ac 
a a 

16. (b) Let tlie common root he a. 

(x~ ■*■ ^a(/+ 40 = 0 ... (i) 

+ 2a« - 60 = 0 ... (ii) 

Subtracting {//) Irom (/), ? aut + 100 = 0 =* act = -20 
Prom (0 IK- f 7 (-20) + 40 = 0 ^ « = ±10 
a(± 10) = -20 d = * 2 

17. (rt) Let p(x) = - XX-f xx + 8 = - x (x‘ - x) + 8 

= - X ((X--X + -J;) - ;[l + 8 

--X(x--i)=+'^+8 
For p{x) to be max (x - = 0 i.c., x = ^ 

Max value - 14 + 8 = 14 ==> X = 24 

18. (rf) X- - X - 30 > 0 =5 (x- 6) (x + ,3) > 0 gives x > 6 or x < - 5 

(‘lolvc it by the method of question no. 9) 

19. (h) - 

= f32r+l,/2l-l/: l^l/r = = 3: 

20. (a) a = 2=”+ 2'' ’ 

Cubing, wo got a' = 2-' + 2 + 3 x2='’ x 2''’ (?'’ + 2'''’) 

= 4 + 2 + 3 x2x a 
= 6 + 6a a' - 6d - 6 = 0 

21. (b) Given exp = 2'''-'''’ =■ 2’ x 2' * '■ = 2- ' 

6(2x - 5) = 2 + 3(x - 5) X = 


22. (fl) Given exp = 


^izl x-^ x-A- 
y I y V xy +1J V xy - I 


. / \ii + b 

-L 4 . , „ x’:!l 

= ^.a y 4 = yd • >’ =1 

23. (b) ' ■ 

24 (a) y 0 -'• = Imultiples of 10) 

X f! (>■ n z) = (multiples of 2| p (multiples of 10| 

= (multiples of 10) = y 

25. (rf) x‘ + 1 = 0 x‘ = - 1 

As for no real value of x, x’ is -ve S = (|) 

26. (rf) OX = -7, OY = 11, XZ = 9, ZY = 9, YP = 9, ZP = 18 

Z is tlie mid pt of XY XY = 18 


AD C B 

AB = 10, BC = 5, CD = 4, AD = 1 

28. (b) Sum of all angles of convex polygon = (n - 2) x 180°, 

n = No. of Sides (n - 2)180 « 1440 .-.11 = 10 

29. (c) (7 - 2) X180 = 114 + 6x° .-. x * 131° 

30. (a) za = Zd ^ Zc Zd= Zb 

Zc = Zb 1 '''■O A.) oj Ep bisects ZBOD 

31. (b) Bisectors ut an angle are always at rt z 

32. (fc) ZAFE = ZCGF = 60° (corresp. Zs) ' 

ZEGD = 180 - ZCGF = 180 - 60° = 120° 

.-. ZHGD = 2 f" ' ZEGD 

ZDGl = 180° - ZHGD= 180° - 60° = 120° 

(•.• ZHGD + DGI = 180° 

33. (b) P is the centroid of a ^ ABC AP : PD = 2 :1 

EP II BD ^ = ro “ f 

lyA /Ls kr\ I n o C 


34. (fc)AD= Vio2-62 =8, 

AB = 2AD = 2 X 8 = 16 
In an isosceles ^, 

_L CD bisects the base AB 

35. (d) ar(A ABC)= BC xAC 

=4 ABxCD 




BCx AC = ABx CD or 


" BC X AC 

-l-_ —AB3— _ ACl + .B C ^ _ -L+-L- 
CD^“ BC^xAC^ “ BC^xAC^ " BC^ AC^ 

[-.• In rt A ABC, AB’ = AC’ + BC’] 

36. (a) 37. (fl) By SAS congruence rule 38. (a) 

39. (fc) ALbisects Z BAC=> -^ = I =° AB = lo 

40. (d) F and fc are the mid-pts of AB and AC respectively 

FE II BC and FE = -^ BC or ^ 

.-.iDEF-iABC 

. AliADEEl J2£. rutf. 1 

•• ar(AABC) ' AB^-Iab] "Uj 4 

Requited ratio = 1:4 
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1. aficionado: (a) on- 
thuaiutic (ft) helpless (c) lazy (i) 
wamti 

2. bttnkum: (a) nonsense 
(ft) few (c) poverty (i) pollution. 

3. rharlatSm: (a) scholar 
(ft) fraud (e) pioneer (d) thinker, 

4. defalcatien; (il) mishit 
(ft) misrule (c) misappro- 
priatloa (d) mislup. 

5. exigent: (a) negligent 
(ft) lenient (c) repentant 
(d) urgent. 

6. fizz: {a) loud explosion 
(ft) warm welcome (c) nervous 
breakdown (d) hissing sound, 
j 7. gimcrack: (a) worthless 
! (ft) excellent (e) reasonable (d) 
I doubtful. 

8. hunch: (a) celebration 
\ (ft) information (c) declaration 
i (cl) fraiing. 

! 9. innocuous: (a) glorious 

(ft) shameful (c) harmless 
(d) memorable. 

10. knack; (a) preparation 
i (ft) separation (c) aptitude (d) 
argument. 

ANSWERS 

1. aficionado: (a) en¬ 
thusiastic. 

—in Spain, people are, by 
and large, quite aficionado of bull 
fighhng. 

2. bunkum: (a) nonsense. 

—All the charges framed 

against the progressive writer 
were found nothing but bunkum 
of the most frivolous type. 

3. charlatan; (ft) fraud, 
quack. 

—In the absence of 'opinion 


11. legion: (a) numerous 
(ft) rare (c) religious (d) 
conventional. 

12. mcaly-mouthedr (a) 
intelligent (ft) inventive (c) 
uuinceie (d) indepdt.. 

13. no^^m: (a) over- 
simple measure (ft) over¬ 
confident persori (c) over-^itaff^ 
office (d) over-crowded bus. 

14. piffling: (a) silent (ft) 
trivial (c) bright (d) smart. 

15. rimhunctious: (a) dry 
(ft) wet (c) gloomy (d) 
cheerful. 

16. skulduggery: (a) victory 
(ft) deception (c) restoration (d) 
revolution. 

17. tenuous: (a) insufficient 
(ft) msecure (c) insignificant (d) 
inefficient. 

18. upbraid: (a) approve (ft) 
rejoice (c) simplify (d) rebuke. 

19. wow: (a) insult (ft) 
impress (c) injure (d) ignore. 

20. zany: (a) accentric (ft) 
sensible (r) far-sighted (J) 
wonderful. 

poll' findings, the public was 
at tlie mercy of quacks, 
charlatans and crooks as far as 
the election trends were 
concerned. 

4. defalcation: (c) misap¬ 
propriation. 

— Defalcation of funds by 
officials was detected by the 
crime branch of the State. 

5. exigent: (d) urgent, 
demanding. 

—With streaks of 
arrogance, they looked exciting, 
exigent and expansive 


(unreserved). 

6 fizz; (i) hissing sound. 

—Critics agree that news 
and current affairs in India 
acquire a fizz during election 
times. 

7. gimcrack: (a) worthless, 
badly made. 

—After close examination, 
she decided not to buy gimcrack 
ornaments displayed in the 
show case. 

8. hunch: (d) teeling, 
incling, intuition. 

—He had a hunch that his 
daughter was lying. 

9. innocuous: (c) harm¬ 
less, inoffensive. 

—It is difficult to say what 
started the crisis in South-east 
Asia because the origins of 
financial crisis are often 
innocuous. 

10. knack: (r) aptitude, 
ability, talent. 

—There is ,i knock in 
locking this safe which takes 
quite a while to master. 

11. legion; (e) numerous, 
very many. 

—In some of the Indian 
States, examples of colleges 
named after politicians are a 
legion. 

12. mealy-mouthed: (r) 
k-insincere, evasive. 

—It pays to speak the 
truth rather than indulge in 
mealy-mouthed expressions or 
phrases. 

13. nostrum; (a) over- 
simple measure, quack 
lemedy. 

—If a aruntry in financial 


crisis declines IMF nostrum, it 
goes into default. 

14. piffling: (ft) trivial, very 
small. 

—He got paid a piffling 
sum after weeks of hard 
work. 

15. rambunctious: (d) 
cheerful. 

—As a rambunctious and 
hilarious book, it was a 
sociological picture of an ancietri 
Indian city. 

I 16. skulduggery: (ft) 
deception, cheating. 

—Political skulduggery has 
become a favourite pastime of 
many a politician in several 
Indian Stales. 

17. tenuous: (r) insig¬ 
nificant, weak. 

—Cultural relations that 
have remained tentative and 
tenuous between India and Spain 
were fortified by celebrations of 
India's fiftieth anniversary of 
Independence being held in 
Spain. 

IK. upbraid: (d) rebuke, 
chide. 

—The teacher upbraided the 
students fur making noise in his 
absence. 

19. wow: (ft) impress. 

--The Beauty Queen 

wowed the citizens on her 
first visit to the city of her 
birth. 

20. zany: (a) accentric, 
ridiculous. 

—His books depict his 
typical biting, cynical style 
combined with a zany sense of 
humour. 
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■ he problem is age-old. Parents want 

■ that their children should live 
Jkt, according to what U\ey think is best. 

Everything is dictated, right horn what 
you should eat and wear, to how you should 
behave, what you should study and be. "We 
have the experience, we know better", they 
thunder. Growing children, on the otiter hand, 
want independence. As one grows, one wants 
one's own space. There is growing realisation 
that one is an individual, not an object owned 
by the parents. "I want to break free", they sing, 
but do not have the means to openly rebel 
against parental authority. 

The consequence is that many young 
people are unhappy ai\d have unnecessary ten¬ 
sions. They feel tihat there are too many controls 
and are, many a times, forced to take up fields 
of study in which they have no interest in. After 
struggling for years to become an IAS or de¬ 
fence officer, for example, a youngster may lose 
all confidence and settle down to l^me a clerk, 
unable to realise either his own interests or the 



dreams imposed on 
him. Many who succeed 
arc unhappy doing their 
jobs because their heart 
is not in it: that is 
perhaps the reason why 
we find so many dis¬ 
gruntled employees 
who merely work for a 
living, without contri¬ 
buting to or enriching 
their lives or the lives of 
others. 

For their part, par¬ 
ents feel that control is 
necessary, otherwise 
youngsters will lose 
their way. If the child 
gets a good degree, they 
feel, it is roses all the 
way. Careers, after all, 
are not guaranteed in 
fields like music or 
sports. Some young 
people tend to think 
that they are the next 


Sachin Tendulkars or Amitabh Bachchans, but ffte 
stakes here are too high. In all prd7ability, these 
dreams will not succeed and a life would be 
wasted. Obviously, no parent wants that! 

Different viewpoints, different values, differ¬ 
ent cultures. It is almost as if parents and children 
are from two different planets. The differeiKe of 
perception traitslates into the "generation gap". 
Is the gap real? Indeed it is, looking at the tensions 
in some homes. In many cases, youngsters turn 
to drugs to escape the realities of life. We create 
nervous wrecks, whereas the need is to build the 
confidence of young people. 

BRIDOINO THE GAP 

The problem looks severe, but the solution is 
simple. It just calls for a little bit of love, sympathy 
and understanding. Both parents and youngsters 
have to understand the other's viewpoint. At the 
same time, each must give breathing space to the 
other. After all, no one is absolutely right or 
absolutely wrong. The truth usually lies 
somewhere in between; the only thing is how to 
discover it. 

Growing children often resent being talked 
down to. The gap could be bridged if the demands 
are packaged in a palatable manner so that neither 
side feels bad about the other. Parents can do this 
by giving suggestions instead of orders. The 
youngster should never be ridiculed or made to 
feel small. Even if the idea Is outrageous, .suclr as 
a youngster wanting to become an actor, support 
it. "1 am sure you have it in you. Maybe you can 
start from participating in school plays and slowly 
graduate to films", is a much better approach than 
to convince the child in terms of cold logic. 

Similarly, youngsters need to understand 
what the parents want. Do not make small things 
into big battles. In the long run, whether you had 
a hair cut or not would not matter, butwduit career 
you chose certainly would. While giving in to 
small demands of your parents, negotiate on the 
bigger things of life. Instead of a^uing about a 
career in films, for instance, take peimission to 
participate in dramas and youth festivals while 
you are doing other things. If you are good, you 
can later graduate to f^^. There is no point 
battling with a parent over this, 
brought up. Try to understand ffieir point of view. 
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A PARiirrS VIEWPOINT 

Freaking out crazy dressing habits, loud 
music what is wrong with the present 
generation’ 

Most parent!) are unable to accept the fact 
that a child grows up from an obedient and 
dependent being to an individual having his own 
right and personality Therein lies the problem 
They feel that youngsters still need to be looked 
after and guided Sometimts it becomes an 
obsession a parent wants to control every most 
of the child right from what he eats and what 
kind of friends he should have to choice of ca 
reer Such a tight control and the inability to relate 
to tht youngster as a person creates all sorts of 
tensions 

To get over tht generation gap parents have 
to accept that a child graduates and becomes an 
individual Each demand does not have to 
become a battleground Certain freedoms could 
be granted without much danger -such as not 
msistmg on a haircut tor boys or allowmg a little 
use of make up for girls At the same time, a 
limit must be laid down which is understood by 
both sides—in most homes staymg out late at 
night or havmg friends of the opposite sex may 
be looked down upon Make it clear to the 
teenager what is acceptable and what is not Stop 
bemg cntical curb the nagging habit and do not 
remmd for every small thing 

To make youngsters understand, parents 
have to act more lil« children and avoid bemg 
too hard or chctatonal Very often suggesbons 
work better than orders Try Saymg, ‘You are a 


bright kid, you can become a 
doctor if you want' rather than 
You must study medicme 

Youngsters want respect 
much as anvbody else does 
They do not like to be spoken 
down to Treat them with re 
spect and give them breathing 
space Any teenager however 
difficult he may be, likes to be 
treated as an adult and will 
respond to responsibility with 
out nit picking 

A YOUNGSTER’S 
VIEWPOINT 

Nobody understands us 
the V only give orders and don I 
care about us' 

A youngster s life is a diffi 
cult one Caught betweenexpec 
tations of parents and the 
emergmg personality, one is of 
ten confused Frequent orders 
“nd up demoralising him 
Slowly he starts feeling ne¬ 
glected and feels that nobody 
loves him Sometimes the young 
rebel, m small thmgs such as not 
bemg neat and tidy, to big thmgs 
as disobeymg orders 

Teenagers have to realise 
that It IS important to brmg up 
parents |ust as children are 


Speak I 
■ Out 


How does the generation gap affect 
you? How do you cope up with It? VVhat can 
be done to make parents and youngsters 
understand eadi other? We are sure that 
our readers have something to say but didn’t 
know where to speak their minds Here is an 
opportunity to vent your mind and help othwa 
gam horn your feelings Pen your thoughts 
about the generation gap and sand them to 
us 

Ybur effort might even win you a pnzel 
Liberty Shoes will give pnzes to the three 
best entries recelvwf—Rs 2000, Rs 1100 
and Rs 500, respectivaly There are also 10 
consolation prizes of Rs 100 each to be won 
Entries should not be more than 250 
words long written neafly on one side of the 
paper They should include the complete 
name and address of the writer Also include 
details about your educational background, 
name of your school or college your ambi¬ 
tion, date of birth, hobbies and what you are 
domg at present 

Your entry should be accompanM 
by a cutting of the coupon betow. No pho¬ 
tocopies please Remember to send along 
with your entry a photograph preferably in 
colour, with your name and address written 
at Its back Entnes without any of these 
details will not be considered ^ 

We reserve the nght to edit the entnes 
for reasons of danty or space The last date 
for receipt of entries is August 30,1998. 
The decision of the editor will be final and 
no correspondence in this regard will be 
entertained 

t (.y) It nl t' 0 

The Generation Gap Contest, 

TIm C e m pe BMen Ussier 

126 Industnal Ama Phase I, 
Chandigarh 160 002 


Aiufiutt*9B CowN' Jiufy Cowlwtf 

Entry Coupon 
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COVER FEATURE 


The root of 
many 

generation- 

gap 

conflicts 
arise from 
faulty 

understanding 
of the youth. 




The excessive concern of parents results from love 
and the inability to give up control The solution, 
thus, bes in conunuiucatmg that you love them, 
but at die same hme make them reahse that you 
are grown up and need space to yourself Learn 
to bargain with parents Do they want you to 
dean your room? Negotiate for a freedom else 
where such as the choice of your subjects in 
college Deal with them by boostmg their egos 
and gettmg them to respect your needs 

Talk to them like an adult about things you 
(ionotbke without throw mg tantrums Concede 
to their demands if they concede to yours Even 
if talks do not work initially keep the 
communication channels open 

Most parents are not bad, they just want to 
be obeyed Look at things from their point of 
view basically all parents want that children 
should not go astray Maybe they have a point 
when they do not want you to mix with 
undesirable elements The idea is to allow them 
the luxury of bebevmg they are in control as Iraig 
as you get what you want Small things are best 
conceded the big thing is that they begin to re 
spect you as an mdividual 
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CULTURAL 

CONFLICTS 

If parents say that 
satellite television is 
ruining culture 
youngsters are not too 
wrong m feeUng that 
outdated ideas are 
imjxised on them 

The culture 
debate is however 
quite needless Thmgs 
have to change and 
the media reflects 
these changes 
Whether we agree 
with the societal 
changes takmg place 
or not, maturity lies m 
accepting thorn as 
they arc Listening to 
Western songs or 
wearing modern 
clothes does not mean 
that a person IS gettmg 
spoilt On the amtrary. 
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COVER FEATURE 


if a young person was so enamoured of Indian 
culture and wanted to wear a dhoti to college, 
something would be seriously wrong with him. 
It is advisable, therefore, to accept the changing 
realities because the alternative is to be like the 
Afghanistan Taliban and censor everything. 
Would a young person who lives in a cloistered 
environment be able to face the modem world on 
his own? 

In order to make the youn^ter competitive, 
it is advisable to expose him to the media so that 
he becomes aware of what is going on around 
him. After all, we live in an information society 
and it would be criminal to limit anybody's access 
to information. The idea is to be lilwal and build 
up maturity among the young so that they can 
make informed choices. In any case, it seenrs 


inconceivable that a person will not learn the facts 
of life if he is order^ to watch less television. 

Usually the problem is solved if a youngster 
is helped to allocate his time between studies 
and entertainment. At the same time, youngsters 
have to realise that freedom comes with 
responsibility. 

Parents have to learn to be less critical; it is 
almost a habit among elders to deride music chan¬ 
nels and programmes watched by the young. "We 
do not understand any of it", they claim with 
pride. Parents would do well to change such 
attitudes. Appreciate the interests of the young¬ 
ster, even if they seem far out. To impose the 
morality of the sixties to a youngster of the 
nineties would certainly result in cordlicts and 
tensions. 
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UNOBRSTAND THE YOUNQ MIND 

The root of 
many gene¬ 
ration gap con¬ 
flicts arise from 
faulty under¬ 
standing of the 
youth. The 
media likes to 
portray them 
as some kind of 
geeks— 

adrartisements show them as smart alecks while television 
programme too follow a fixed image of youth given to Western 
culture. The reality is quite different. A survey of Asian youth 
has found the opposite; young people value things like hard 
work, humSity, saving and leunily. The conflicts arise because 
we believe the riiedia and begin to think that all youth are 
somewhat crazy, running around half-dressed and mouthing 
Western slang. 

True, some things are changing. Attitudes to money, for 
instance, may be mudt different than in the past. Today, many 
youth dream of becoming rich quickly and dream of jobs in 
multinational companies. Even this fe not much different from 
values of parents, who vrant their children to do well and push 
youngsters feto high profile careers like computers or man¬ 
agement. Why criticise the younger generation that they are 
too materialistic? If we look cfosely, we Snd that the motiva¬ 
tions of parents in certain things may be much the same as 
that of youngsters, but the way that it is put across is different. 

Usually, parents order the young around with the phrase, 
"We know what is good for you”. This reflects the inability to 


give up control of the child. The young must eat the vegetables 
that parents want them to, respect Indian traditions, see fewer 
movies, have the friends that parents approve, become achiev¬ 
ers. The list is endless. At the root of all this is the inability to 
cut off the umbilical chord. In some cases, the control goes 
right after marriage and parents mmt to dictate how the young 
couple should live, leading to immense problems for both the 
boy and the girl. 

The message conveyed to the young is not that of con¬ 
cern but of nagging. In all this, there is a denial of personality 
and the inability to accept that a child has to grow up. Usually, 
it results from frustration: a person cannot change the system, 
it is much easier to change the child. Since society cannot be 
moulded to your desires, better mould the youngster. A youth 
is dependent on parents and is the easiest target for imposing 
all kinds of conditions on beha^^r. The helpless child becomes 
the vehicle to achieve all that a parent could not. Both the 
young and the elders have to change themselves. They have 
to take steps to understand each other. It is not difficult, if one 
just pauses to think. Often, the problem is solved by putting 
things differently and making the other realise and respect 
your point of view. 

Problems relating to the generation gap are quite 
needless. In developed countries, children become inde¬ 
pendent at an early age and begin to take decisions on 
their own. Our society is slowly moving towards ttrat as 
youngsters are discovering they can be financially inde¬ 
pendent by doing jobs or starting businesses. However, 
unless parents start respecting the needs of the young 
to be their own masters, conflicts will continue within 
families. 
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laHwelslliitHiial 


Another goes on and on and eventually | 
lands a prize, though not necessarily the | 
first one. The important thing is to defeat i 
the defeat feeling and substitute it by the ! 
success feeling. i 

What Lord Beavcrbrook, the biggest ! 
newspaper proprietor, did not know about j 
failure is not worth knowing. He failed at j 
school. Then he failed at everything he | 
undertook—fa iled at sellmg life insu ranee, > 
failt'd at selling sewing machines. Space 
does not allow a full catalogue of his 
failuivs. His contemporaries derided him i 
for his innumerable f.ailurcs. Success j 
eluded him for years, but he kept on j 
kicking. Ultimately, he got on the track • 
that made him a phenomenon in the 1 
newspaper world. i 

William Cowper was fifty years old 
before he accomplished anything worth 
speaking of Completing his studies in 
1754, young William was admitted to the 
Bar. For years, he waited for a client to 
kniKk at his door, but nobody ever turned 
up. He had no alternative but to seek safety 
in writing. He wrote about his hares, 
guinea-pigs, birds, friends and ail that sort 
of rubbish. 

A self-confident person may lose 
ground occasionally and may even fail. 
Yet in spite of set-backs, he maintains his 
self-confidence and esteem. This turns 
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N O failure is final. Whewell has 
summed up this theme admirably; 
"No tempting form of failure or error is 
without some latent charm derived from 
its truth." 

Those who stick on, even in the face 
of failure and setbacks, will iH’ar it out that 
sometimes failure serves them more 
faithfully than a feeble success. 

We loi>k upon success as a "darling" 
and failure as a "devil". This is wrong. 
Success can be often deceptive—a flirt. 
And failure not a devil .is it is made out to 
be. Chance plays some role but basically it 
is the doctrine of tools. 

Some successful people regard failure 
as the most desirable aspect of human 
endeavour It is not a millstone, it's a 
milestone! They could not be more true. 

Failuri*, it properly understood and 
used, carves the finest outlines of human 
character. Bitter and crushing failures often 
have in them the germs of new and 
unimagined sources of success. He who 
wrestles with you strengthens your 
muscles. Similarly, failures lest one's tone 
and tumbler of your character. 

Everyone who has ever achieved 
anything has experienced failure. You need 
never iabt'l yourself as a permanent failure. 
Then you begin to view yourself in 
negative terms. When this happens, you 


{ are doomed and become a loser, And this I 
! is the label you have fixed on your own 
I self. 

j Labelling yourself as a loser keeps | 
I you away from growing. Edison was once ' 
asked how he felt to be a failure after i 
I some 25,000 futile attempts to invent a 
j battery. He replied, "Failure? I'm not a 
j failure at all. I now know twenty-five | 
I thousand ways not to make a battery." | 

! I 

I Dead Past 

I 

W INNINCi is internal. It is the ability 
to think of yourself as a winner. In | 
I order to be a winner your self-worth is j 
j based on an inner rather than, an external | 
I scale whereas losers are anxious, trapped, { 
1 unhappy, without purpose, immobilized. | 
I A loser seldom lives in the present. He I 
I destroys tlie present by focussing on past 
I dead memories. 

Unable to bring the full potential of 
his senses into play, his perceptions are 
incomplete. He sees himself tlvough a 
distortion. There is a powerful logic in it. 
You arc the deciding factor. You are 
autonomous in self-governing, 
determining your own destiny and taking 
responsibility for your own actions, 
j One runner drops out of the race 
1 midway. Can he blame others for it? 






into his steam which tak» him for, taking 
failure in his stride. 

When Raj Kapoor's Mere Noam joker 
failed at the box-office, people maliciously 
said, "Raj is finished". Raj responded; 
"Genius can never be destroyed". 

Confidence 

A self<onfident person does not play 
"helpless". Nor does he play the 
excuse game. Instead he assumes full 
responsibility for his own self. For, he 
know that the real success comes not from 
circumstance but from inner reaches of the 
soul. 

For successful ones, time is 
precious. They don't kill it, they livr* it 
They are alive in the present, and look 
forward to the future. Today is moulded 
into future. 

Their motto is: live well and 
successfully not necessarily long. Time 
misspent is time lost. A successful man 
unfailingly displays one characteristic: he 
is lUHiricious ot time His hunger for time is 
never satisfied! 

A failure, t)n the contrary, displays 
one attribute: in his hands, time lies iineiisy. 
Time makes him a thoughtless and 
wretched fellow. Coffee houses, bei'r bars, 
cinema halls and other places of so-called 
"entertainment", arc filled with people 
w'ho do not know what to do with their 
tune. 

‘'Uidy their life carefully, and you find 
a majority are failures whatever their field 
of work. These cme wash-outs of society. 
A little ki’own Shakespearean adage fits 
them well: "1 wasted time, and how doth 
time waste me." 


Unlock it 

R obert Schuller says, "Success—let's 
not knock it; let's not block it. Let's 
unlock it." 

Think of yourself as a success 
because it is a process. It means bei ng able 
I to grout from a situation in which you have 
failed to reach your goal. It is not merely 
what appears on the score board. 

It involves pushing out the inclination 
to evaluate yourself in comparison with 
others, and permitting yourself to be the 
unique person you arc. You can grow from 
failure as much as from success. Real 
success means accepting your 
opportimitics or in creating where none 
j exist. Then give your best to turn that 
I opportunity into a reality. A grand dream 
is no substitute of a tangible achievement. 

Success eludes you until you actually 
succeed. The high jumper's efforts are not 
rewarded until he clears the mark His 
previous failures finally contribute to his 
I success. Success is discovering and 
! developing your potential. 

I Thus, you must bear in mind that 
I success is a pnKess which ought never stop. 
I New success w'ill bring its own problems. 
■ Face tlrem. Solve them. You grow' further, 
j There is nothing to prevent you from 
I learning from your own failures. Madam 
; Curie's fingers were burnt from numerous 
I unsuccessful experiments but did she let 
I them maul her? Failure is never final. 

1 One begins to feel faded, down and 
I out w'hen one's appetite for success is 
: either dimmed or gone. Many readers will 
i recall when Sunil Ciavaskar announced his 
I retirement from international cricket, he 
I said, "I am retiring because 1 have lost m\' 


appetite for runs." 

But it does happen to failures, the 
wash-outs of society. There is a sound 
philosophy called, "Possibility Thinking". 
Adopt it, even if you are sunk in the dark 
of a dungeon of failure. 

it will begin to shine inside you, when 
you decide to succeed. You may not agree, 
may even frown upon the idea that you 
shun success as it brings res{x>nsibility. 

Unlock the doors for it to enter! When 
"failure" gets the upper hand, tlw doors 
to success are automatically slammed 
shut. Experimentation stops. Projects are 
given up. Dreams are discarded. 
Creativity drives up. 

This is a defence mechanism of the 
brain which closes shop. The reason is 
simple: it does not want to face the 
humiliation of defeat or disappointment. 

Now, just utlei the words, "It is 
possible who knows 1 may succeed." 
These are spurring as well as stirring 
words. They begin to sound a mental 
trumpet inside you. The fogginess of 
failure begins to vanish. The sunshine of 
success begin to dawn. 

This feeling eventually but subtly 
enters the recesses of the mind, challenges 
the power to come to its own terms to 
sliow its real worth. 

iixtinguished sparks sparkle again. 
Buried dreams are resurrected. Darkness 
is replaced by new bright flames. A new 
era of optimism, adventure and expansion 
opens. Prosperity and success walk in 
hand in hand. 

The very quality of success is such 
that we cannot eoiiinuind it but what 
prevents us from deseiving it^ 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 
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1. Indian citizens have .... fundamental duties: 

(fl) six (b) ten (c) eight (if) nine 

2. The Preamble to the Indian Constitution describes India 

as a; 

(a) sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic Republic 

(b) sovereign, democratic, socialist, secular Republic 

(c) democratic, sovereign, secular, socialist Republic 
((f) socialist, secular, sovereign, democratic Republic 

3. The concept of Welfare State is found in the Indian 
Constitution in the: 

(fl) Fundamental rights (b) Preamble 

(c) Fundamental duties 

((f) Directive Principles of State Policy 

4. The Rajya Sabha; 

(a) has a tenure of two years 

(b) has a tenure of five years 
(f) has a tenure of four years 
((f) is a body in perpetuity 

5. 'Baisakhi' is a festival of the State of: 

(a) Punjab (b) Assam 

(c) Gujarat (d) Uttar Pradesh 

6. 'Mohiniattam' is a dance form associated with the State 
of: 

(a) Karnataka (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Tamil Nadu ((f) Kerala 

7. The Nobel Prize for literatures in 1997 was awarded to: 

(fl) Seamus ■Heaney Ib) Dario Fo 

(f) James Kelman (d) Amos Oz 

K. The first talkie movie made in India by A. Irani in 1931 

was; 

(fl) Kaagaz Ke Phool (b) Alam Ara 

(c) Raja Harishchandra (d) Pyar Ki Pyas 

9. Of the five rings in the emblem of the Olyfnpic Games, 
the blue ring represents; 

(fl) Europe (b) Asia (c) America ((f) Africa 

10. Who scaled the Everest most often? 

(fl) Phu Dorji (b) Appa Sherpa 

(c) Nima Rinzi (d) Ang Rita Sherpa 

11. The Men's Singles Title in the U.S. Open Tennis 
Championship, 1997 was won by: 

(fl) Carlos Moya (b) Patrick Rafter 

(c) Pete Sampras ((f) Thomas Muster 

12. 'Guernica' is a painting by: 

(fl) Salvador Dali (b) Vincent Van Gogh 

(c) Pablo Picasso (d) Leonardo da Vinci 

13. Dr Watson is a fictional character created by: 

(a) P.G. Wcidehouse (b) Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
(c) D.H. Lawrence (d) Agatha Christie 


^14. Sm Arundhati Roy won the Booker Prize for her book: 


(a) A Suitable Boy (b) God of Small Things 

(c) Midnight's Children (d) Gandhiji 

^ 15. Mother Teresa died on; 

(fl) 31st August, 1997 (b) 2nd September, 1997 

(c) 5th September, 1997 (d) 3rd September, 1997 

^6. The Prime Minister of France is: 

(fl) Lionel Jospin (b) Alain Juppe 

(c) Jacques Chirac (d) Philippe Seguin 

^17. The cloning of a monkey was first done in; 

*• (fl) USA (b) Scotland 

(c) France (d) Russia 

18. The spacecraft sent to explore the Mars is.named? 

(fl) Columbus (b) Voyager 

(c) Magellan (d) Pathfinder 

19. The rebel group that laid a siege on the Japanese Embaaty 
in Lima is known as: 

(fl) A1 Faran ^ (b) Hamas 

(c) Tupac Amaru * (d) IRA 

Ihe last British Governor of Hong Kong was: 

(fl) Len Madox (b) Chris Fatten 

(c) Luis Armstrong (d) John Nicholson 

^1. 'Bharat Ratna' has been awarded to an Indian scientist 
this year. He is: 

(fl) Prof M.G.K. Menon (b) Prof U.R. Rao 

(c) Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

(d) Prof B.D. Nag Choudhury 

^.. Whicli of the following pairs of letters is different from 
the rest? 

(fl) AZ (b) BY (c) CX (d) DV 
23. Which number will be placed ai the sign of interrogation? 


(b) 2nd Septendier, 1997 
(d) 3rd September, 1997 


© © © (5 

Y Y 


" V 

Y 


(fl) 21 (b) 25 (c) 50 (d) 60 

^4. Which one of the following pairs of words has the same 
relation as Telegraph : Fax? 

(fl) Telegraph : Courier (b) Pager ; Teleprinter 
(c) Letter : Courier (d) Abacus ; Computer 

, 25. The treaty of Bassien was signed between: 

(fl) Baji Rao and Wellesley (b) Ranjit Singh and Mint© 

(c) The Burmese and Amherst 

(d) The Gorkhas and Ochterloney 
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26. Hieun-Tsang came to India during the reign of: 

(a) Chandragupta II ({>) Harshavardhana 

(c) Copaldeb {d) Ashoka 

27. Kabir whose origin is shrouded in mystery, was a disciple 


of; 


(o) Tuka Ram (b) Chaitanya 

(r) Rama Nand (d) Ramanuja 

28. The earliest Muslim invaders of Hindustan were the; 

(a) Mongols (b) Turks 

(c) Arabs (d) Moghuls 

29. Who is said to have fiddled when Rome was burning? 

(a) Julius Caesar (b) Nero 

(c) Petroneus (d) Paris 

30. A heavy dark typical thunderstorm cloud of great vertical 
depth, towering upward is called; 

(fl) Tornado (b) Anti-cyclone 

(c) Cumulonimbus {d) Variable winds 

31. Which one of the following Indian States touches the 
borders of Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and West Bengal? 

(n) Assam (b) Mizoram 

(c) Tripura (d) Sikkim 

/^2. The country which is known as the 'sugar bowl' of the 
world is: 

(a) Brazil (b) Cuba 

fc) West Indies (d) Nicaragua 

Which of the following Ls called the 'Herring Pond'? 
(a) Atlantic Ocean (b) Pacific Ocean 

(c) Indian Ocean (d) Black Sea 

✓ 34. Laksliadweep islands are located in; 

(a) Indian Ocean (b) Bay of Bengal 

(c) Arabian Sea (d) Palk Strait 

35. An electrical conductor whose resistance decreases with 
rising temperature and impurities is a; 

(a) normal conductor (b) semi-conductor 

(c) super conductor (rf) reverse conductor 

*' 36. Niel Bohr was famous for his work in: 

^fl) Biology (b) Physics 

(f) Astronomy (d) Cosmology 

37. FORTRAN is a term associated with: 

(a) medicine (b) mechanical engineering 

(c) computer science (d) bio-technology 

38. The term 'conditioned reflex' is mainly discussed in: 

(a) Anatomy (b) Psychology 

(f) Dynamics (dl Anthropology 

39. A falling drop of rain water acquires spherical sliapt- 
due to: 

(a) gravitational force (b) viscosity 

(c) surface tension (d) atmospheric pressure 

^). The term 'Mach number' is used to measure the speed 
of: 

(a) sound (b) wind 

(c) light (d) aeroplanes 

^41. Stainless steel is an alloy of; 

(rr) iron inti niclcl 

(/») iron, ^.liromium and nickel 


(b) phosphorus 
(d) hydrogen 
with other metal: 
(b) mercury 
(d) silver 


(c) iron and chromium 

(d) iron and manganese 

42. Which is the group of chemical compounds to which 
quinine, nicotine, morphine etc belong? 

(a) Acids (b) Alkaloids 

(c) Bases (d) Alkalis 

'Gobar gas' contains mainly: 

(a) acetylene (b) ethylene 

(c) methane (d) styrene 

J4. Which is the only non-metal which is a good conductor 
of^electricity? 

(a) graphite 
(c) sulphur 

45. Amalgam is a mixture of .. 

(a) copper 
(c) gold 

46. Plant hormone that induces cell division is: 

(a) auxin (b) gibberellin 

(c) kinin (d) dornin 

47. Water and minerals are translocated in plants through 
the: 

(a) parenchyma (b) collenchyma 

(c) phloem (d) xylem 

^ The first person to see a cell under microscope was; 
^ (a) T. Schwann (b) M. Schleiden 

(c) Robert Hooke (d) G.J. Mendel 

49. Patella is the anatomical name of: 

(a) a bone of the arm (b) the thigh bone 

(c) the collar |»onc (d) the knee bone 

50. The changes'in atmospheric humidity is indicated, 
without measuring, by; 

(a) Hygroscope (b) Hypsomeler 

(c) Hygrometer (d) Hydroscope 

Who said or wrote : 'Brevity is the soul of wit'? 

(rt) Kipling (b) Lord Acton 

(c) Dr Johnson (d) Shakespeare 

52. Which country is known as the 'Playground of 
Europe'? 

(fl) Switzerland (b) Germany 

(c) Italy (d) Spain 

ANSWERS 
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1. (fl) 

2. (fl) 

3. (d) 

4. id) 

5. 

(fl) 

6. id) 

7. ib) 

8. (b) 

9. ib) 

10. 

(fl) 

11. ib) 

12. (c) 

13. ib) 

14. (b) 

15. 

(f) 

16. (fl) 

17. (fl) 

18. id) 

19. (c) 

20. 

HO 

21. (c) 

22. id) 

23. (b) 

24. (d) 

25. 

(fl) 

26. (b) 

27. (c) 

28. (c) 

29. (b) 

30. 

(f) 

31. id) 

32. ib) 

33. (fl) 

34. (c) 

35. 

(b) 

36. (b) 

37. (c) 

38. (b) 

39. (c) 

40. 

(fl) 

41. (e) 

42. ib) 

43. (c) 

44. (fl) 

45. 

(b) 

46. (fl) 

47. id) 

48. (c) 

49. id) 

50. 

(0 

51. id) 

52. (fl) 
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Assistant Provident Fund Commissioner’s Exam held by UPSC on March 29,1998 


USAGE 

Spotting Enors (Items 1 to W) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences are given. The sentences are in three 
separate parts and each one Ls labelled (n), 

(b), (c). Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error in any part. No 
sentence has more than one error. When 
you find an error in any one of the parts (a, 
b or c), indicate your response on the sepa¬ 
rate Answer Sheet at the appropriate space. 
You may feel that there is no error in a sen¬ 
tence. In that case letter 'li' will signify a 
'No error’ response. 

(ij) You are to indicate only one re¬ 
sponse for each item in your Answer Sheet. 
(If you indicate more than one response, 
your answer will be considered wrong.) 
Errors may be in grammar, word usage or 
idioms. There may be a word missing or 
there may be a word which should be re¬ 
moved. 

(iii) You are not required to correct the 
error. You are required on/y to mdicate your 
response on the Answer Sheet. Examples 1’ 
and Q have been solved for you. 

P. The young childfa) singedfb) a very 
sweet song.fc) No error.((/) 

Q. We worked(fl) very hard(b) through¬ 
out the season.(c) No crror.(d) 

Explanation: In item P, the word 
'singed' is wrong. The letter under this part 
is 'll'; so 'b' is the correct answer. Similarly, 
for item Q, 'd' is the correct answer, as the 
sentence does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items I to W. 

1. Finishing the work(n) he was al¬ 
lowed rest(b) for half an hour.(c) No error.(d) 

2. The pirates, who had hidden the trea¬ 
sure on the island,(fl) went back again(b) 
because they thought that they can now 
remove it with safety.fc) No error.(d) 

3. In those early daysffl) the West paid 


lip-servicefb) to United Nations.(c) No 
error.fd) 

4. Ten shillings(a) was paidfb) to 
him.(c) No error.fd) 

5. To an amusing degree((i) he was 
addicted to read the jokes in Punch 
aloud(i)) even when he was alone.(c) No 
error.(d) 

6. Why not stop the first man you meet 
next and ask,(n) "Could you tell me(f)) what 
the time is?".(c) No error.{d) 

7. The invention of the internal com¬ 
bustion engine(a) is considenxl to be(b) a 
most unique development.(c) No error.(d) 

8. Put off(fl) the fire{6) quickly.(c) No 
crror.(d) 

9. A fightfs) took place(t>) on the board 
of the ship.(c) No crror.(d) 

10. Hardly the rains startedfa) when a 
child in the corner(f>) sent out a piercing 
wail.(r) No crror.(d) 

Sentence Innprovement (Items 11 to 20) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possible substitutions for the under¬ 
lined part.. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
better than the imderlined part, indicate 
your response on the Aaswer Sheet against 
the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). If 
none of the substitutions improve tire sen¬ 
tence, indicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No improvement' 
response will be signified by the letter (d). 
Examples R and S have been solved for 
you. 

R The young child sung a very sweet 
song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I ha ve a}reft dY ,Bfl.d tb ts.bogk twice- 


(a) I already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) 1 twice have already read this 
book. 

(c) I have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement 

Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a very 
sweet song." 'c' is therefore, the correct 
answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. None of 
the changw suggested will improve it. 'd' 
is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, appropri¬ 
ate word usage or idioms. There may be a 
necessary word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed. 

Nmo attempt items 11 to 20. 

11. Just before the commencement of 
the examination, the invigilator advised us 
from copying or indulging in any other 
malpractices. 

(a) against 

(b) upon 

(r) about 

(d) No improvement 

12. The whole country is disappointed 
over the defeat of the cricket teani. 

(a) on 

(b) above 

(c) by 

(d) No improvement 

13. If he joins the coaching class so 
late, 1 am afraid it will be hard for him to 
catch up with the others. 

(a) speedup 

(b) join up 

(c) get in line 

(d) No improvement 

14. If a definilecure for cancer is dis¬ 
covered in few years it is unlikely that it 
will be a simpler or safer affair than diat of 
diabetes. 


y-t I ■vV'W, 
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(a) in some few years 
(h) in the next few years 
(f) after few years 
(d) No improvement 
‘ 15. The tourists insured their lug¬ 
gage because they assumed it must be 
stolen. 

(a) will be 

{h) was going to be 

(c) might be 

(d) No improvement 

16. By the end of May each year the 
agricultural produce comprising wheat and 
gram goes tp tk,mflrkt. 

(а) to markets 

(б) to market 

(c) into a market 

(d) No improvement 

17. The old man looked with caution 
before he crossed the busy street. 

(а) cautiously before 

(б) at cautiously before 

(c) cautiously when 

(d) No improvement 

18. Make haste lest you should not be 
caught in the storm. 

(o) that you should not be 
(h) you can be 
(r) you should be 
(d) No improvement 

19. The contesting candidates agreed 
to seek a common platform while canvass¬ 
ing for votes. 

{a) have 
(6) share 

(c) find 

(d) No improvement 

20. The new bank clerk kicked off a 
row with a colleague. 

(a) out c. 

(!') onto a 
(f) up a 

(di \o improvement 


VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Hems 21 fo 25) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which arc underlined. 
Ycni may al«o find only a group of words 
which is underlined. For each underlii^ed 
part, four words/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word/phrase nearest in mepn- 
ing to the underlined part and blacken 
the corresponding space on the Answer 
Sheet. 1 


Example E is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(it) verbose 
(It) involved 
(c) lucid 
i (d) witty 

! Explnnatwn: In item 'E' the word "lu- 
I cid" is nearest in meaning to the word 
i "transparent". So 'c' is the correct answer. 
Now attempt items 21 to 25. 

21. It is possible for a writer to be 
copious in his wonds, and, at the saipe time, 
to give the reality of a natural form. 

(ii) scanty 

(b) plentiful 

(c) repetitive 

(d) arrogant 

22. The security arrangements made 
for the visiting dignitary were impeccable. 

(a) flawless 

(b) elaborate 

j (c) grand 

! (d) tight 

j 23. Even today many people are 
i guided by abstruse moral values. 

I (a) dangerous 

I (b) impracticable 

! (c) obscure 

I (d) irrational 

I 24. The workers tried their best to j 
I thwart the plans of the management. ' 
i (ii) embarrass 

I (b) embitter 

I (f) frustrate 

(d) hasten 

25. The prisoners of war signed the 
i document under coercion . 

' (a) compulsion 

(b) con^sion 
! (c) supervision 

(d) security 

Antonyms (Items 26 to 30) 

: Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
i word or a phrase which is underlined in 
i the sentence given. It is followed by four i 
i words or phrases. Select the word or i 
• phrase which is closest to the opposite in 
! meaning of the underlined word or 
! phrase. 

I Example "F" has been solved for you. 

! F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

I (fl) lazy 

; (b) active 

i (c) indecent 


j (d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is near¬ 
est opposite in meaning to die underlined 
word "smart" is "lazy". So 'a' is the c6^ 
rect answer 

Now attempt items 26 to 30. 

26. The proposal was denounced by 
one and all. 

(<i) announced 

(b) pronounced 

(c) appraised 

(d) commended 

27. Where ignorance is sometimes bliss, 
illiteracy is always considered a curse. 

(a) erudition 

(b) experience 

(c) education 

(d) information 

28. The news brought by the maid- 
I servant is authentic . 

j (a) authoritative 

I (b) baseless 

I (c) ridiculous 

' (d) vacuous 

29. The doctor said that there was 
no improvement in the condition of the 
patient. 

(a) depression 

(b) deterioration 

(c) ctiange 

(d) degradation 

30. He plunged into the turbid waters 
of the stream. 

(a) deep (b) muddy 

fc) clear (d) fresh 


ANSWERS 


1 1. (a) 'Having finished the work'. 

! 2. (c) '....thought they could now.....' 

3. (c) 'to the United Nations'. 

4. (b) 'were paid'. 

5. (b)'.addicted to reading.' 

6. (c) 'what is the time'? 

7. (c) 'the most unique development'. 

8. (a) 'Put out'. 

9. (c) 'on board' (of the ship). 

10. (a) 'Hardly had the rains started'. 

11. (a) 12. (c) 13. (d) 14. (b) 

15. (c) 16. (a) 17. (a) 18. (c) 

19. (b) 20. (c) 21. (b) 22. (a)' 

23. (c) U. (c) 25. (a). 26, (d) 

27. (a) 28. (b) 29. (b) 30. (c) 

(Balance tjuestions and answers will ap¬ 
pear in September 1998 issue.) 
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JLndia's longstanding problems of economic sloiodown, poverty and illiteracy were pushed 
in the background when it exploded nuclear dances and slaked its claim into the nuclear club. 
There uws jubilation about the top secret operation but also a nagging question whellwr this was 
the answer to solve our problems. International respect, after all, is earned from economic 
strength and not nuclear weapons. Yet, there was little thinking about economic growth —after 
the confused policy of theprei’ious regime, the BJPgovernment unveiled a most unimaginative 
budget which was unabashedly protectionist. It was almost as if we were going bad to the 
Nehruvian thinking of the 1950s, the idealistic period which ted to the country becoming one 
of the poorest in the world. The rupee's value against the dollar crossed the Rs 42 mark enen 
as multinational companies burnt their hands trying to sell their products in India. The neglect 
of agriculture showed up in suicides of farmers from different States. It ms almost as if the 
country wanted to close its eyes on the real problems and chase impossible dreams. Whether 
India would he able to face up to economic sanctions or the setback in foreign relations, remained 
to be seen. 

The scandals uncovered in the past started fading from public gaze as the accused were 
let off one after another for want of evidt nee. An attempt was made to free the investigating 
agencies but there was little doubt that the guilty would never be brought to book. ^ 

The States witnessed drama as India showed the depths to which politicians could drag 
democracy. If Bihar was out of control, Uttar Pradesh was not far behind: its legislators 
belled each other with microphones and furniture. In Rajasthan, a sex scandal shook the 
government 

In presenting the summary of events in the latter part of 1997 and first half of 1998, 
we give the backgrounders of the events. /Is usual, this compendium of knowledge is essential 
for tlwse wanting a quick look at recent history. 


Mia INS 
NacMi 

On May 11, 

1998, India reaffirmed its J |. 

nuclear orowess by con- 
ducting three under- 
ground nuclear tests, 
code-named Shakti I to III, in the Pokhran 
range in Rajasthan, sending shock waves 
all over the world. These were followed 
by two more tests on May 1.3. The eupho¬ 
ria in the country was short-lived, as Pa¬ 
kistan exploded its own devices on May 
28, 1998. The devices were exploded in 
the Chagai region, 50 km from its border 
with Iran and Afghanistan. Pakistan also 
said that it w0'xeady to fit a nuclear 


warhead on its Gliaiiri missile. There were 
some doubts about Palustani claims but it 
seemed that the sub-continent had entered 
into a dangerous era of one upmaasnip 
and an arms race. The West did not 
appreciate the decision and soon talked of 
imposing sanctions. Condemnation 
poured in from Germany, Britain and 
Russi.. Australia withdrew its promise of 
doubling aid to Pakistan, A state of 
emergency was declared in Pakistan. India 
declared its voluntary moratorium on 
nuclear tests. 


The bumbling government of Inder 
Kumar Gujral was doomed from the 
beginning and the death-blow was dealt 


by the Congress party. The interim Jain 
Commission report had indicted DMK 
leaders in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
and the Congress insisted that the United 
Front government drop the DMK 
ministers from the Cabinet. Gujral refused 
to oblige and the government fell. On De¬ 
cember 4,1997, President K.R. Narayanan 
dissolved the 11th I,ok Sabha, barely 18 
months after the last polls and ordered 
fresh elections to be held before March 15, 
1998. 

The election results were predictable 
but were dreaded by all. Of the 543 seats, 
a party had to get 272 seats to have a 
majority. The Congress party was saved 
. from annihilation and won 167 seats, 
thanks to a whirlwind campaign of Sonia 
Gandhi. The United Front faced a rout and 
was down to 86 scats as the people r'^jected 
the confused policy and ineffective 
government provided by the previous 
regime. 

It was the BJP's turn tliis time. It was 
able to get a huge gain but was still short 
of majority. With its allies, it just had 250 
seats and looked to AIADMK for support. 
It would join the government, but-not 
before its leader J. Jayalalitha tried ta get 
commitments from the ruling coalition. 
The required letter of support came only 
after days of suspense. A 43- member BJP 
coalition government was finally^otn 
in on March 19,1998 and Vajpayee bname 
India's Prime Minister, the first real non- 
Congress person to get die job. On March 
28, the government won the vote of 
confidence, with the Telegu Desam Paryt 
(TDP) taking it to the figure of majority. 

The marriage of convenience 
witnessed tensions right from the first day, 
with Jayalalitha insisting on various 
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things, such as dismissaJ of the 
DMK government in Tamil 
Nadu and insisting that a 
lenient view of the corruption 
cases against her be taken. 
The new Prime Minister, 
Atal Behari Vajpayee, was 
kept on tenterhooks as 
each day saw the coalition 
partner blowing hot and 
cold. The fate of the 
government seemed fragile 
and came to a standstill, but 
Vajpayee ensured his place in 
history with his decision to 
take India to the exclusive 
nuclear club. 

Ml CMMittim Latks 

The fall of the Gujral gov¬ 
ernment was triggered by the 
leaks of the one-man M.C. Jain 
Commission, constituted in 
1991 to investigate into the 
conspiracy angle of assassina¬ 
tion of former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. Its interim 
report found its way in the 


press, leading to the Congress 
withdrawing support to the 
government. The report had 
condemned the role of several 
persons and parties, including 
former government of 
Chandra Shekhar, V.P. Singln, 
the DMK and the Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, K. 
Karunanidhi. It said that 
Karunanidhi and his 
government granted tacit 
support to the LTTE. The 
nature of the security lapses 
and other details were 
described in the report. 

The controversial report 
brought into focus the 
approach towards commis¬ 
sions of enquiry. It was felt that 
tliere were too many of them, 
their reports were often 
submitted very late and that 
nothing ever came out of them, 
Many reports were simply 
forgotten. Experts felt that a 
change of approach to 


commissions was needed. 

Fimm'McMts 

The plight of the Indian 
farmer was revealed as there 
were reports of a spate of 
suicides of farmers all over the 
country. More than 400 such 
suicides took place since 
December, 1997. Heavily 
indebted and exploited by 
moneylenders, farmers in 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Punjab and Andhra Pradesh 
sa.v their crops fail because of 
pests. Unable to repay the 
loans, they took their own 
lives, consunung the pesticides 
bought to fight off pests. The 
suicides pointed to the neglect 
of the agricultural sector but 
no steps were taken by the gov¬ 
ernment. In Andhra Pradesh, 
Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu announced post¬ 
ponement of repayment of 
loans and other solutions. 
Since many small farmers 
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cannot get loans, the measures 
were woefully inadequate. 

The States 


Events in Uttar Pradesh 
showed the depths to which 
Indian democracy had fallen 
to First, the marriage of 
political compulsion between 
the BIF and the BSP collapsed 
on October 19,1997 when the 
BSP withdrew support to the 
coalition government headed 
by Kalyan Singh. He had taken 
over from Mayawati on 
September 20,1997, as part of 
an agreement between the two 
parties, under which 
Mayawati was to be Chief 
Minister for six months, 
followed by Kalyan Singh for 
another six months. 

Kalyan Singh was given 
two days to prove his majority 
in the House. What followed 
on October 21, was a shameful 
act and a blot on Indian 
democracy. As soon as the 
House assembled, the 
members started trading 
blows, hurling chairs, 
microphones and other 
missiles at each other. Several 
MLAs were injured. The 
Opposition staged a walkout 
but Kalyan Singh was able to 
prove his majority by 222 votes 
to nil in the 425-member 
House. The Congress insisted 
on imposing the President's 
rule in the State and the Gujral 
government recommended it. 
However, President K.R. 
Narayanan took a bold step 
and sent back the decision for 
reconsideration. The cabinet 
then fllp'flopped and reversed 
Its earlier decision. 

The triumph for 
democracy waa, however, 
•hort'llved. Kalyan Singh 
armouftced hit 92-mefflbef 
eablntt, the biggeit aver. 


Irrelevant ministries were 
created. In an attempt to please 
all diose who supported him, 
Singh included a number of 
people with criminal 
backgrounds in the cabinet. 
The inclusion of history- 
sheeters exposed the BJP as no 
different from earlier regimes, 
leading to widespread disgust. 

On February 26, 1998, 
Kalyan Singh won the 
composite floor test, which 
had been ordered by the Su¬ 
preme Court on February 24, 
to see which of the contending 
claimants to the office of the 
Chief Minister enjoyed 
majority support. The Kalyan 
Singh government had been 
sacked once again by the 
Governor when support was 
withdrawn by some 
constituents. Loktantrik 
Congress Party leader 
Jagdambika Pal was hastily 
sworn in but on February 23, 
the Allahabad High Court 
reinstated the dismissed 
government. The Stat'e 
witnessed a comedy of sorts as 
both governments insisted that 
theirs was the real government 
and refused to vacate office. It 
was only the Court orders that 
saved further drama in the 
State. 

The Governor, Romesh 
Bhandari, came in for severe 
criticism and even President 
Narayanan expressed his 
displeasure. He had to resign 
and the State got a new Gov¬ 
ernor, Suraj Bhan. 


The BJP stormed to power 
with an absolute majority. 
Veteran party leader 
Keshubhai Patel was sworn in 
as Chief Minister. The BJP had 
come to power in Gujarat in 
1995 with a two-thirds 
naajority but had to bow out 
after a rebellion and a 

_ split' 


The State slid from bad to 
worse. Caste-based violence 
continued. The feuds claimed 
more than 400 lives In 1997. 
The Central government sent 
a team to Bihar to assess the 
law and order situation, but 
Uloo Prasad Yadav claimed all 
was well, 


years. In Meghalaya, the 
Congress-led coahtion headed 
by S.C. Marak was sworn in 
on February 27,1998 but could 
survive only for 12 days. He 
resigned on March 10, and 
United Parliamentary Forum 
leader B.B. Lyngdoh was 
sworn in as the new Chief 
Minister. In Manipur, W. 
Nipamacha Singh was sworn 
in as the Chief Minister of 
Manipur on December 
IHi^ 16, 1997. He 
repla¬ 


T h e 

split group of Rashtriya Janata 
Party (RJP), which had been in 
power for over a year with 
support from the Congress, 
was rejected by the electorate. 

HlmielnlPriiaili 

There was drama in 
Himachal Pradesh as well. The 
Congress was the single largest 
party and was invited to form 
a government in the State on 
March 6, 1998. It lasted till 
March 12, when Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh lost the vote 
of confidence. After higl\ 
drama when rival groups 
paraded MPs before the Raj 
Bhavan, a BJP-Himachal Vikas 
Congress (HVC) coalition gov¬ 
ernment was sworn in on 
March 24, 1998. Prem Kumar 
Dhumal became the Chief 
Minister. The new government 
proved its majoritv on March 
31. 

NorflhEin 

The ruling CPI(M)-led 
Left Front secured an absolute 
majority in the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly. In 
Nagaland, Congress secured 
53 seats in the 60-member As¬ 
sembly, giving Chief Minister 
S.C. Jamil an^tr stint of five 


ced 

Con 

gsess minis- 

t r y headed by R. 
Keishing which was reduced 
to a minority following a split 
in the Congress Legislature 
Party. The installation of the 
coalition government ended 
four years of Congress rule in 
tlie State. 

THiSTMTEOFTNE 

ECONOMY 

There was a slowdown in 
the economy bordering on 
recession. Manufacturers of 
goods were stuck with 
inventories despite attractive 
exchange schemes and even 
the most well-known 
international brands could not 
sustain their business. There 
was a Blackening of investment 
and the stock markets were 
bearish. As interest waned, few 
companies were offering dieir 
shares to the public. Winds of 
economic turmoil in South- 
East Asia affected India too as 
the fuoee took a beating and 
was devalued to touch Its 
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lowest point. Nor did the 
outlook seemed very bright, as 
the BJP government unveiled 
an uninspiring budget, and 
was neither growth-oriented 
nor introduced fresh re¬ 
forms. 

EcommIc Inwi; 19>?-9B 

The Economic Survey 
pointed out that investment 
had slackened considerably 
since 1996-97. There was a 
decline in Capital goods pro¬ 
duction. India registered one 
of its lowest-ever growth rates 
of 2,6 per cent during 1997-98. 
The trade deficit widened to $ 
6,7 billion against $ 5.55 billion 
in the previous year. The 
survey also pointed out 
disturbing trends regarding 
food availability: it estimated 
that food production would 
decline 3.7 per cent in 1997-98 
over the previous year. The 


JUST 

AFTER 

10 


2 


average growth in food pro¬ 
duction has lagged behind 
growth in population. 


The BJP’s hrst budget un¬ 
veiled on June 1, 1998, was 
marked by confusion and in¬ 
eptitude. It was one of the most 
uninspiring budgets in years. 
Dubb^ as swadeshi budget, it 
sought to increase protection¬ 
ism: a special 8 per cent 
custonns levy was introduced 
to make foreign goods less 
attractive. The budget sought 
to open the insurance sector 
and accelerate disinvestment. 
The tax net was sought to be 
widened by adding two more 
aiteria for compuslory filing 
of returns and the extension of 
this to 23 more cities. There 
were no changes in personal 
income tax but the exemption 
limit was raised horn Rs 40,000 


to Rs 50,000. Prices of urea and 
petrol were first raised, then 
reduced, pointing of confused 
thinking. Outlay for agricul¬ 
ture was increased by 50 per 
cent and rural development by 
18 per cent. The defence outlay 
was increased to Rs 41,200 
crore. A package for non¬ 
resident Indians was 
introduced to encourage 
them to invest in the coun¬ 
try. The fiscal deficit was tar¬ 
geted at 5.6 per cent but the 
expenditure increased by 14 
per cent. 


crore plan is proposed to be 
funded without assistance 
from the private sector. 
Many new trains were 
proposed to be introduced. 
The increase in fares was 
criticised by the Opposition, 
which called the budget 
"anti-people". 


Presented on May 29, 
1998, it proposed an increase 
in passenger fares by 6-7 per 
cent. The revised fare and 
freight rates, applicable from 
June 20, 1998, were expected 
to yield an additional revenue 
of Rs 450 crore. The Rs 9,500 


The Voluntary Disclosure 
of Income Scheme (VDIS) for¬ 
mulated by the Gujral 
government netted Rs 10,050 
crore as tax revenue on newly 
disclosed assets of Rs 33,000 
crore. Mumbai topped the list 
of VDIS declarants. -The 
scheme was described as a 
success. 

ftaiKlal Ssetor ■■fwim 

The Narsimham Commit¬ 
tee report, released in April 
1998, made radical suggestions 
for the overhaul of the 
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financial sector These in¬ 
cluded removal of RBI 
directors from bank boards, 
nsk weightage for govemnwnt 
and approved securities, dilu¬ 
tion of government holdmgs ui 
banks and restricting inter¬ 
bank rates 


The rupee crashed to 
more dian Rs 42 to the dollar 
even as the RBI governor 
insisted that everythmg was 
under control The sharp de¬ 
valuation was expected to 
increase the value of oil 
imports by over Rs 2,000 crore 
during the current financial 
year, in contrast to the savings 
of $1 billion in 1997-98 on 
account of low international 
prices and lower than pro¬ 
jected demand growth The in¬ 
ternational debt burden would 
also balloon proportionately, 
as would inflation Imports 
would become more 
expensive 

mmiipiuinii 

The draft Ninth Plan 
document was released on 
March 1,1998 by the then Vice 
Chairman of Planning Com 
mission Madhu Dandavate It 
envisages a plan size of 
Rs 875,0i)0 crore It targets a 7 
per cent rate of growth The 
Plan was unctalistic because 
it did not take into account the 
poor performance of the 
ecotjomy during 1997-98 with 
growth rate at just 5 per cent 

NMiFoniuiTiiim 


badla financing would be 
raised to increase liquidity in 
the stock markets 

mtlMfllMMM 

The government anno¬ 
unced that the Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) would be dismantled m 
a phased manner by mcreas- 
ing the number of items under 
the automatic approval list 
The Reserve Bank of India took 
a first step m this direction by 
allowmg Indian companies to 
accept Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) under the 
automatic approval route 
without its prior clearance 


On April 15,1998, the B B 
Mahajan Committee on sugar 
mdustry recommended total 
decontrol of the sugar pnemg 
system m two years and dis- 
contmuation of sugar supply 
through the PDS 


The Finance Ministry 
dc'cuJed to accept some of the 
recommendahons of the ] R 
Verma Comnuttee on Forward 
Trading {badla system) The 
committee had been appomted 
by the Securities and Exchange 
Bo^d of Thdia (SEBl) The 
reaemmendahons would give 
the stock.markets greater 
stability The existing kmits on 


The India Economic 
Summit was held in New Delhi 
on December 7-10,1997 It was 
organised by the World Eco 
nonuc Forum (WEF) and the 
Confederation of Indian In¬ 
dustry (ClI) Managing 
Director of WEF, Claude 
Smadja, was not optimistic 
about the performance of the 
Indian economy in 1998 He 
estimated that the growth 
would not be more than S 5 per 
cent, with fiscal deficit be¬ 
tween 5 2-5 5 per cent of GDP 
Smadja also brought mto focus 
some hard truths thatpolibcal 
uncertainty would aggravate 
economic problems and that 
ru) major pohtical party was 
committed to hbershsation 

iiMimfi 

According to a survey of 
India's top brands for 1997, 



Mahatnw QandN was ainpiig thatop 20 mjat inAuanilal 
tha20lh century Beteeted by TimematiaziiiB Theottwslntlwtiattntiluaadw 
CtwrM, Hinar.ijenin,GoAectwvai^cth<Mtti«iimgaa«rwvM^ 
six such Hats naming 100 meat influential laadav of the century but 
cpmmittBitablander in ttia first lilt by publhhing a substandard articlaby 
Safmen ftuehcHa on OhuKffii 


The UrilenCsbtAet raised tfWfetirertMmalge lor governments ' 
ptajMifirimi 50 to (Kf)|beis,benefttling 3AmfllionoMlIan employees en^ 
armed toroee pereonael Tils ww one of tfto rscommeiidatlone of |h» < 
Fifth Pay Commitsion, itad# untoha had aarUet th» moueJM 
later accepted It 

wiiMiHnnni 

'Fairy Qoaetf hOe entered the Qumneaa Book World fieoorda ee 
the qldeet working tteam tocomotiva In toe world. The tees tocofflotlwe 
was running as a tourist train batwaeA Alwar and Delhi tlH February')S, ‘ 
1998andlaiwwattoeNatlonatRaliMieeurnatNawOaihi *i 

The government cMtmetfihat irtteb litorecy rate was now 60 per, 
cent, up tmm 52 parneht In tggt.CompamtoiBly, Pekisten artoiaved a ' 
literacy rate of 67 6 par cent, Bangiadeah 6S l, Brazil 33 3 and China ' 
315, The report on'^liufflan davetopment In Bouto Aata, UNT, howaver, 
blamad lack of polltieal commitment tor toe poor rote of literacy in 3te 
country and other parts of Asia 

fwisiCmiir 

The Slate of the Foreets Report t997 pointed oulihatihe country 
lost 5300 square km of forest smoe 1995 The States having toet maxi¬ 
mum forests were Madhya Predekhand Andhra Pradesh white Meharashtn 
added 2300 sq km of torsats 

VaMctos 

A report pubUahed by the Ministry of Planning and Programme Imple¬ 
mentation warned that the ra'inbar of vehicles In the country had mcraased 
froffllt million m 1986 to more toan 30 million in 1995, adding to probtoms 
of air poRutlofl Maharashtra had the highest number of velHCtes (36 lakh) 
followed by Gu|arat (30 2 lakh) and Uttar Pradesh (25 2 lakh) 

iMNartMiyUlliMailt 

Dhitubhai AmbanI and his tamily wme the only blliionsires left in the 
country after the Aslan economic tormoH Aslan biltonaires were haidest 
hit and lost 26 per cant oi their wealth, according to Forbes magazine The 
AmbanI lamHy had Its nat worth $12 billion, the same as in the prevtous 
year 


The naue of insKter trading was brought Into tacUs during the period 
Plrat, Nestle managing director resigned enid eiiegp^ and then 
Hindultan LaMir duecl^ ware In trouble beqtew bfiiiM.deate It wn 
aNegodtoatNimmpenylwduiedlntederteloniy^ An 

Ensi^eccwdtogto6EB(,toa|teteoniyitoiiiB«qtetecfl^^ 
end by toM vittua, has accats to piiee<aeMltotelntorm«iton Inaider treto 
tog tebaimad. * 
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Colgate forfeited its number 
one position, held since 1993, 
to P&G's Vicks. Colgate was 
placed second, followed by 
Reckitt & Cohnan's Dettol at 
number 
three. HLL's 
Rin and \ C 
Close-Up are 
at numbers 
four and five re¬ 
spectively. The 


other brands are 
Pond's (6), Bata 
(7), lodex (8) and 
Doordarshan and 
Horlicks shared 
the number 9 
position. The survey has 
listed upwardly mobile brands 
as Dettol, Rin, Ariel, Dabur and 
Liril. The brands that slid 
down during the year were: 
Amul, Cadbury's, Godrej, 
Lifebuoy and Band-Aid. 



Which are the best States 
to do business in? A survey by 
a business magazine ranked 
India's States on various crite¬ 
ria, including power, physical 
infrastructure, political stabil¬ 
ity, law and order, and so on. 
The top five States to do busi¬ 
ness in, according to the 
survey, are: Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh. Though the first four 
States hold their 1995 ranks, 
Andhra Pradesh has moved up 
and pushed Delhi to sixth 
place. The worst States to do 
business in were Arunachal 
Pradesh, Tripura, .Nagaland, 
Assam, with Bihar occupying 
the last place. 

UnpiMClIlH 

The Gas Authority of 
India (GAIL) had to withdraw . 
iU Global Depoiitory Receipts 
(GDR) Issue In which It wanted 
to raise $ SOO-?!)!) million be* 
cause foreign Investors offered 


a maximum of Rs 110 per 
share against the market price 
of Rs 120. The government 
hoped to revive the GDR issue 
once the conditions in the glo¬ 
bal stock-markets 
improve. 

Miniil-Suiukl 

The quarrel 
over the appoint¬ 
ment of the man¬ 
aging director of 
Maruti resulted 
in Suzuki stop¬ 
ping all technical 
assistance to the 
Indian company 
and stopped de¬ 
veloping the 
technology to enable Maruti to 
meet the emission standards 
by 2000. The government re¬ 
fused to accede to Suzuki's 
demand to remove RSSLN 
Bhaskaruddu as managing 
director. Suzuki went to the 
International Court of Arbitra¬ 
tion. The exit of Industry 
Minister Murasoli Maran 
paved the way for an 
agreement. The new Mini.ster, 
Sikandar Bakht, managed to 
resolve th«) issue by limiting 
Bhaskaruddu's term to 
December 31, 1999, and thus 
saved one of India's most 
successful ventures from dis¬ 
grace. 

Moedysmiaw 

The credit rating agency 
Moody's announced that it 
would review India’s sover¬ 
eign risk with possibility' oi a 
downgrade. Moody's had 
moved India into Investment 
grade in 1994 as reforms had 
been picking up, but by 1997, 
it lost hope and said that it had 
a negative outlook for the 
country. The agency was 
concerned about the 
wonening of trade and current 
account deficit and 
infraatructum bottlenecks. Tire 
news was not received 


favourably by India, as it 
would affect the investment 
coming into the country. 

Ttlc0'tiimicir 

The automobile industry 
witnessed a flutter when Telco 
unveiled its new car at the 
Auto Expo in New Delhi. The 
1400 cc, five door hatchback 
was priced at Rs 2.5 lakli and 
was expected to give 
competition to the Maruti 800. 
Also revealed at the expo were 
cars of other manufacturers. 
Daewoo introduced its small 
car, d'Arls and Hyundai 
showed its Santro. 

Hglitliig piracy 

The Indian music 
industry took the services of 
former police chief Julio 
Rebeiro in an effort to fight 
music piracy. The industry 
loses about Rs 300 crore due to 
piracy, since 40% of the cas¬ 
settes sold in the market are 
pirated. It also planned to 
introduce holograms on the 
original cassettes and wilt 
launch an awareness 
campaign to educate the con¬ 
sumer. 

UW AND ORDER 

The law and order 
situation in the country 
continued to decline. On 
December 1, 1997, 61 people 
were killed in Bathe 
Laxmanpur village in Bihar by 
the Ranvir Sena, art outlawed 
army of landlords. The targets 
were the poor sections owing 
allegiance to CPIfML). This 
was the 
latest in 
a series 
of such 
attacks. 

On 
February 
14.1998, 

At IfAlt 

thirty 
one 


people were killed in a series 
of 12 bomb blasts. One bomb 
exploded at the venue of a 
public meeting to be addressed 
by BJP President L.K. Advani, 
who escaped because he was 
late. 'Fhe bombs had been 
planted in cars parked near the 
venue and in busy areas. No 
group claimed responsibility 
for the blasts though Islamic 
fundamentalist forces were ac¬ 
cused. 

The North-East continued 
to burn. On March 31, 1998, 
Tripura Health Minister Bimal 
Sinha and one of his brothers, 
were killed in an ambush by 
suspected National Liberation 
Front of Tripura (NLFT) 
militants. 

The gangrape of a 27 year 
old girl in September, 1997, 
shook Rajasthan as it 
implicated a number of 
influential persons. The police 
were accused of dithering with 
the case and she was 
reportedly gangraped again in 
May, 1998 The case pointed to 
the increasing crimes against 
women in the country. 

Kashmir continued to be 
in the news too, with frequent 
killings. On April 17, 1998, 26 
Hindus were massacred by 
terrorists in Prankote village in 
Udhampur district. On 
January 25, 23 Hindus had 
been killed in Wandhama 
village and on January 30, nine 
people had been killed in Nava 
Pachi area. 

uoisumoN 

iMiniPi 

Polipy 

T h e 
Telecom 
Regulatory 
Authority 
of Indie 
(TliAI) 

ctliffliAied 

the new 
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Internet policy as invalid and 
stopped Mahanagar Telephone 
Nlgam Ltd (MTNL) from 
providing cellphone services 
in Delhi and Mumbai. Entry of 
private Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) was thus 
stalled in the country. 

iemlca lotos 

Government employees 
cannot flout their service code 
in the name of fundamental 
freedoms. The Supreme Court, 
in a judgement on February 17, 
1998, said that service rules are 
meant for discharge of public 
duties and hence can be 
upheld even if they impinge 
indirectly on some provisions 
of Article 19. 

PitooiMgliti 

Challenged by the 
Basmatl patent issue, the gov- 
crnmeiit drafted the 
geographic appellation Hill, to 
provide for registration and 
better protection of 
geographical indications and 
prevent their misuse in India, 
To be called Protection of 
Geographical Indications Act, 
it is an enabling legislation to 
protect a wide range of agri¬ 
cultural commodities and 
edible products. It awaited 
ratification by Parliament. 

Piitolittiieiiiliumtra 

On March 26,1908, the Su¬ 
preme Court held that in the 
case of a patient who has sut- 
fered due to a hospital's negli 
gence, his family members are 
to be treated as "consumers" 
and will be entitled to compen¬ 
sation under the Consumers 
Protection Act. The judgement 
came in the case of a minor 
child who had suffered com¬ 
plete brain damage at a 
hospital in Noida. It was asked 
to pay Rs 12.5 lakh as damages 
to the child. 


On Novamber 12,1997, 


the Supreme Court upheld the 
judgement of the Kerala High 
Court declaring bandha 
organiied by political partlee 
as illegal and unconatitutlonal. 
The Court said that a bandh 
affects the fundamental rights 
of citizens. 

DimnlJiMlCalUiioAci 

On November 14, 1997, 
the Gujral government 
decided to repeal the Urban 
Land Ceiling and Regulation 
Act (ULCRA). This was done 
to facilitate the development of 
vacant lands in the country. It 
was felt that the current 
legislation had become a 
constraint on urban develop¬ 
ment. TWo State legislatures, 
Punjab and Haryana, gave 
their consent to the repeal. The 
final decision on the Act was 
left for the new government, 

Ifiarvidoiii 

The Supreme Court held 
that the total exclusion of the 
general public and 100% res¬ 
ervation for the backward 
classes was not permissible. It 
said that in making reserva¬ 
tions for the backward classes, 
the State cannot ignore the fun¬ 
damental rights of the rest of 
the citizens. 

IlMiton 

On September 14,1997, six 
l.PG tanks exploded in the 
Hindustan Petroleum's 
Vishakhapalnam refinery, 
killing 70 people. The city was 
covered with thick black 
clouds and about 1.5 lakh 
people living nearby had to 
abandon their homes. 

FOREIGN REUmONS 

The nuclear blasts 
conducted by India resulted in 
deterioration of relations with 
many countries. Japan decided 
to cut off aid and the US 
imposed economic sanctions 
Bgainit India. Thera was wide¬ 


spread condemnaticn all over 
the world. However, prior 
to the biaita, viaiti hid 
been undertaken by Indian 
ministers and fonH^ lead* 
era had also visited the 
country. 

US Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright had 
visited India on Novem¬ 
ber 20,1997 to boost relations 
between the two countries. An 
investment incentive, to pro¬ 
mote and protect US invest¬ 
ments into India, was signed 
during her visit. 

On January 25, 1998, 
France became the first major 
Western country to recogniae 
India as a global player. The 
French President, Jacques 
Chirac, who was the chief 
guest at the Republic Day 
parade, pledged to support 
India's legitimate Intertiti in 
a new world order. 

The Italian Premier, 
Romano Prodl vialted India as 
well, and praised the country'e 
economic policies. Hia visit 
promoted an Indo’Italian 
dialogue in politics, economy, 
culture and science. 

The Greek President 
Constantinus Stephanopouios 
visited India In mid-January 
and wanted the level of co¬ 
operation between India and 
Greece stepped up. At a CII 
meeting on January 14, 1998, 
he said that theie was oppo^ 
titnlty for cooperation in tele¬ 
communications, foodstuff, 
machinery and pharma¬ 
ceuticals. 

On March 26, 1998, 
Canadian Governor General 
Romeo Le Blanc visited India. 
He was accompanied by a 
business delegation and was 
the measure of the marked 
upswing in Indo-Canadian 
bilateral economic relations. 
This was the first-ever visit to 
India by a Canadian Governor 



General. 

India and China 
committed themselves . to 
peaceful resolution of bilateral 
issues at a meeting, held orv 
April 27,1998, between Prime 
Nfinister Vajpayee and Get Ftt 
Quanyotv the Chief of General 
Stafi of toe Chineic People’s 
Army. 

President K.R. Narayaium 
visited Peru and Braell on 
AprU-May, 1998. In Brazil, both 
the countriea agreed to 
mutually back each other for a 
permanent seat in toe UN Se* 
curlty CouneU end signed two. 
agreementi to enhanci. 
diplomatic tiea end 
cooperation In healto end 
medicine. His visit to Peru, the 
first of an Indian President, 
further strengthened ties 
between the two countries. In 
New York, the President met 
Kofi Annan, Secretary General 
of the UN and also received 
the World Statesman Award of 
the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation. 

Indli-lriiilB 

The Queen of England 
visited India on on offical visit. 
Her visit was marred by 
diplomatic blunders and 
rough remarks by the British 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, 
which were later attributed to 
wrong reporting by the media. 
There was also a demand that 
she apologise for the 
Jailiapwala Bagh maBsaere of 
1919 but the closest to that was 
her visit to the memorial in 
Amritaar. 
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mJL fimwasmuchdespairandtornmlmtheworldastlueammicturmaillaokitsM. Peopkmtchedhelplessly 
as they saw their loealth and jobs disappear. The restlessness took the diape of violence aitd rioting in Indonesia and 
introspection inSouth Korea. The trends started in 1997continued to expand toother amntries. japanfimnd itseconomic 
engine sputteri^ to a halt, se^m shivers to the already balten!d regiop, Themrld taptched what shape the crisis 
vmuld 

There was d res^Ji^ th^ecomnic crisists tUtm^ItvSmS^mlfMlulleai^lasts, first by Inda and then by 
Pakistan,asbotha 


( fftc^nomic crisism tlSt^ 
iiEjtecbimsofMgmili 


Paktstan,asbothcomm^gl^,^cbinisofbm^^l^l0S^p^m^^waseuphoriambolhtlKcountries 
but dismay in thi^^^^h^d Ihat^^jm'^^^^^^^^^^i^n^lear one upmanship. The US 

Forits^t, the L^ontinuadito pla yM^ ^ hi^^ j^^^har'^0c^i^^leitrml Imqor to control nuclear 
prol^eration. Athome,il^¥rfsid(mcy^^^^£ld^i^^^^sofsoml^hite!hbuse.imployeesthal theyhadsexual 


relations with the President.. 

Many nations dealt with El Nino weather phenomenon toas very evident across the 

globe, with droughts at some pldoesdl^^iKs in d^l^0)fdistruggled as the nations talked 

ofmys to control global warming "^^'was dist^i^tijic evidence that this'm^^^ seen the rise of average 
global lenrperatures. Our round ^^theworld describes these events, and more. There aW^badcgrounderwitheadi, 
to help readers umierstand the irritant world events. 

' < »i»'>' 




PaUtin 

Pakistan's nuclear explo¬ 
sions as a reply to the Indian 
blasts show^ that its Prime 
Minister, Mawaz Sharif, was 
firmly in control. His stand off 
with President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari had been successful 
and resulted in later's resigna¬ 
tion on December 2, 1997. 
Sharif’s nominee, Rafiq Tarar 
was elected the.new President. 
This ended two weeks of po¬ 
litical crisis tfut had virtually 
crippled Pakistan and had 
prompted fears of a military 
takeover. The crisis had di¬ 
vided the Supreme Court, 
pitted the'Prime Minister 
against the Chief Justice and 
cast ^ powerful Army Chief 
in the role of a ihediator. Nawaz 
9iarif had appointed five new 


judges to the Supreme Court, 
raising the strength from 12 to 
17. This was followed by con¬ 
tempt of court proceedings 
against him and it seemed that 
democracy in Pakistan was 
floundering once again. It was 
because of Sharif's political 
dexterity that he was able to 
emerge stronger from the 
tangle. At the same time, 
troubles brewed for former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 
She was accused of corruption 
and cornering more than $ 1 
billion. Her husband was in jail 
on charges of murdering Mir 
Murtaza Bhutto. 

Sectarian violence con¬ 
tinued in . Karachi and 
-elsewheie, undermining the 
stability of the country. Further, 
Pakistan was ill-prepared to 
face the monomic sanctions 
imposed by the US as a result 


of its nuclear blasts: it was 
already under a state of emer¬ 
gency. It was clear tliat the 
country had challenging days 
ahead and that its new-found 
nuclear status would not solve 
its long-standing probiein.s. 

Despite this, the country 
engaged on a dangerous arms 
race and on April 6,1998, it had 
test fired an Intermediate Range 
Ballistic Missile (IKBM), Ghauri, 
capable of carrying nuclear war¬ 
heads. The missile Ls capable 
of targeting major Indian cit¬ 
ies. 


President Jiang Zemin se¬ 
cured a victory by getting re¬ 
elected to the posts of Head of 
State and Chairman of the Cen¬ 
tral Military Commission on 
March 16,1998. Outgoing Pre-‘ 
mier U Peng was elected Chair- 


siy man of China's Parliament. 
nd Member of the politburo of the 

nic ruling Communist Party, Hu 

«s Jintao, was elected as Vice- 

President. For the post of Pte- 
by mier, China chose Zhu Rongji, 
res a technocrat and the architect 

JS of a far-reaching government 

overhaul. 

ear There was an epidemic in' 
iial Hong Kong as a flu strain was 
discovered which was trans- 
the mitted to humans from birds, 

taf To fight the mysterious and 

ige fatal disease, 1.2 million 

di, chickens were slaughtered so 

diat the source of the disease 
would be eradicated. Family 
flocks as well as commercial 
farms were targeted in the 
massive slaughter of the birds, 
as which began on December 29, 

er- 1997. Uncounted d ucks, geese, 

he quails and other birds were also 

lys killed as suspected carriers of 

nd the flu, H5N1. 

l■lHll■dasll 

jjy On December 2, 1997, 

^ Bangladesh signed an 

agreement with61ianfi Bahini to 
,-g end 22 years of hostilities in 
the Chittagong Hill Tracis. The 
gj. talks had begun after the 

jjg Awami League had come to 

,j(. power in June, 1996. The 

insurgency has claimed more 
than 25,000 lives and more than 
50,000 tribals had fled to 
jg. Tripura in India. The agreement 

jg. paved the way for their return 

pj to their country, 

en- MUaka 

on Sri Lanka celebrated its 50 

're-‘ years, but witli the admission 

lir- that the nation had failed to 
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build itself. A continuing war 
with the LTTE had taken its 
toll and much bloodied had 
taken place. Efforts to rid the 
Island of terrorists had not been 
successful, even as LTTE 
cadres continued to strike at 
will. On October 14, 1997, a 
truck packed with explosives 
exploded near the World Trade 
Centre in Colombo. The five 
star hotels, Galadari hotel and 
Hilton hotel, were severely 
damaged in the blast that left 
18 dead and 104 injured. It was 
clear that the government faced 
a tough battle ahead to free 
itself from the scourge of 
terrorism. 

JUlkmlitaR 

On April 27, 1998, 
Afghanistan's Taliban militia 
and the northern alliance 
adopted a fou^point agenda 
for their crucial pence talks 
which included consideration 
of cease-fire and discussion on 
the contentious Ulema (Isiami 
scholars) commission, to set 
the terms for peace and even¬ 
tual general elections. The ear¬ 
lier talks had failed but the 
breakthrough this time came 
due to the intervention of US 
ambassador to UN, Bill 
Richardson. However, the 
gains were minimal and 
stalemate continued. 




tween the two countries. 

Russia signed a multi- 
billion dollar contract with 
China on December 29,1997, to 
build a nuclear plant In eastern 
Chins. China is seen as a po¬ 
tential market by power 
companies of Wntem nations 
as it plans to build about 15 
reactors over foe next 40 years to 
meet the needs of its 1.2 billion 
people. Russia thus got the 
biggest foreign contract of 1997. 

RlUlt-JiPH 

Russian and Japanese lead¬ 
ers met for an informal summit 
on April 18-19,1998 in their ef¬ 
forts to work towards a for¬ 
mal peace treaty. There is a 
territorial dispute over four 
small islands in the southern 
Kuril chain that Soviet troops 
had seized from Japan in World 
War Q. This was a continuation 
of earlier meetings between 
President Yeltsin and Japanese 
Prime Minister Haihimoto in 
which they had agreed to work 
towards a treaty by 2000. 


China assured the USA 
that all transfers of missiles to 
Iran had been stopped. The US 
was fearful that Iran was 
developing a nuclear weapons 
capability and would use Chi¬ 
nese technology for the 
purpose. China's reassurance 
pleased the US and was a 
pointer of better relations be¬ 
tween the two countries. 


On March 20,1998, the US 
raised restrictions on aid and 
travel to Cuba and on remit¬ 
tances sent to relatives by 
Cuban Americans. This fol¬ 
lowed a plea by the Pope during 
his visit to Cuba, to help the 
Church carry out humanitarian 
and religious activities that did 
not hamper the Communist 
government. 

HIMllBnUl 

On February 26,1998, USA 
announced that It would waive 
sanctions against Colutr^ia for 




OklM-MUll 

On November 11, 1997, ' , 
China .’'nd Russia signed a his- 
toric demarcation treaty, '■ 
ending their 300 year old 
dispute along their 4,300 km >9 
long eastern border. The border 'I 

had been the scene of armed 
clashes at the height of rivalry 
between the two powers in 
1969. The treaty was signed 
during the visit of President 
Boris Yeltsin to China. They 
also decided to boost politicaL 
military and trade relations be- 
so AUGUST'SS eOMPRTmON MASTER 


j-%j^j|gig«,TTTgr0'w^ 

:iMfroonllamflu^ and rIotingpMplaf 


failii^s to fully cooperate in 
fighting drugs. Although 
Cdumbia woum remain on foe 
blacklist of major drug 
trafficking countriea, Freaident 
Clinton decided to grant a 
waiver to recognise improve¬ 
ments. 

RUHrm 

On December 16,1997, Ira¬ 
nian President Khatami sur¬ 
prised the world wheihe spoke 
of making up with the USA. 
This was the first such 
statement since the Islamic 
Revolution in 1979. The Iranian 
clergy remained silent on 
Khatami's remarks. It was seen 
as a big gamble to steer^Iran 
away from the influence of the 
hard line cle^, which has re¬ 
garded the USA as "the great 
Satan". It remained to be seen 
whether the moderate new 
President would be able to get 
his way. 

OMm-lMiili MriM 

South Africa and China 


' _Ijl: 


O0un|y 


tInQ d' whh'KA^J^'o' 





signed an agreement on De¬ 
cember 30,1997 to establish dip¬ 
lomatic relations, thusse\'ering 
South Africa's ties with Taiwan. 
It was a victory for China in its 
effort to isolate the island 
nation. For South Africa, the 
accord symbolises a link with 
a world power. Both countries 
expected expansion of trade 
among them. 

me hiflht and the Iowa 

The period was marked by 
two great successes. Ironically, 
one was all about highs and the 
other about sinking. 

An anti-impotency drug, 
Viagra, went on sale in the US 
in April, 1998. It was poised to 
become the highest selling drug 
of all times and raised the share 
prices for its manufacturer, 
Pfizer. Even the possible sitle 
effects of headaches, vision 
problems, blackouts and other 
things, did not stop the 


American public from 
demanding prescriptions for 
the drug. Some 10,OCX) prescrip¬ 
tions were being written per 
day, according to estimates. 
There was little doubt that this 
was the drug of the future. 

The other great success 
was the movie. Titanic. It 
became the biggest hit of all 
time, earning 11 Oscar awards. 
Director James Cameron's 
mega movie was about the 
Titanic, which sank in 1912 on 
its maiden voyage to New York. 
Cameron constructed a 
model of the ship right to the 
finest detail and used 
computer special effects to 
film the sinking. The romantic 
angle added interest and 
made the film into a big hit 
all over the world. 

Tbs mldills east 

The Middle East process, 
which had acquired a concrete 
shape in Oslo five years ago, 


Algeria 

People continued tt> be butch¬ 
ered in Algeria, in the worse blood 
letting in its six-year old Islamic 
insurgency, assailants hacked 412 
people to death in the first day of 
the Muslim holy monfii, whan they 
vvere breaking their Ramazanfasts. 
The region has been the frequent 
target of file Arrned Islamic Group 
(AIG) which is behind Algeria's 
frequent massacre of dviliens. The 
violence betweenthe government 
and the insurgents has olaimed. 
7S,0p0liyes. 

The fighting had begun after 
tha^y eanceiled the 1992 
eieofik^thatfundamentafis^ par- 
fies WerepoisedlbVAn. $^fi^, 
brueson^ mufdws have been 
peftadiegylaHy. 


ggallng mill 11 
Nino 

El Nino is a mysterious, 
periodic warming of the Pacific 
ocean waters that leads to unpre¬ 
dictable weather and extremes In 
tsmperature. 

It came back during 1997 
and was the worst on record. It 
caused floods in Arnedca, storms 
in China, droughts in Australia 
andforest fires in South-East Asia 
and Brazil. So heavy were the 
fires in Asia that the region was 
engulfed in haze and several a& 
cidente wsire reported^ People 
suflerMi allergies arid br^fifing 
troubles, ; 

DarTBQscausedbythehaze 
was ^^ted fiit $ $ biffiony in. 
marly^^regipns; crops fafiedarti 


started showing signs of 
collapse with its principal 
sponsor, the US, threatenmg to 
withdraw because of the 
stalemate in Israel-Palestinian 
talks. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said that he would pro¬ 
claim an independent Palestin¬ 
ian State in 1999. The statement 
ruffled the Israelis and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyaliu 
said that it would amount to 
breach of accords. 


Tension was escalated sev¬ 
eral times with the refusal of 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to allow UN weapons 
inspectors into the country. The 
US threatened to use military 
intervention after Hussein 
banned the Americans in the 
UN team monitoring Iraq's 
chemical and biological 
weapons potential. For some 
time, US bombings seemed im¬ 


caug«Jmudihipddhip.fiiQOunUtt 
fifomkidc&iesia,Phll|3^^ 
and China, frscfitwatihcrcausdd 
great damage. Canada witnessed 
severe Ice storms. 

B Nino is followed by Lb Nina, 
filename givBntofiie phenomenon 
of cooling of the same Pacific 
currents. Heavy rains could result 
in ateaathatafie parched, causing 
floods and soil erosion besides 
ruining crops. However; 
krKWiedga dbotAthe phenorneim 
is still limited and scieritists are 
only now trying ta unravel the 
mystery behind it. The effect ot. 
gl^ warrhlngi on Q lilliiD was 
mysterytoo, ' ' ‘ ' 

TheUSwal^ 


SPEClAi 


minent, but Russia, which was 
against the use of force, 
managed to broker a deal and 
defused the possibility of 
military action. Under the 
agreement, Iraq decided to let 
UN arms inspectors to return 
to the country and resume 
work from November 20,1997. 
The UN also allowed Iraq to 
sell $ 2.14 billion worth of oil 
for six months, from 
December 6, 1997, in the oil- 
for-food deal, which would 
enable the country to buy food 
and medicine. The USA and 
Britain did not nllnw the 
doubling of the quota ot oil to 
be sold. 

On March 3,1998, the UN 
Security Council endorsed a 
deal engineered by UN chief 
Kofi Annan, to open Iraq's 
presidential palaces to UN 
a?ms inspectors. The UN 
Secretary General had signed a 
deal with Iraq on February 23, 
to allow UN inspectors to visit 


jplw Of global policemen, it 
oontinued Ilf peace efforts in the; 
Middfe East and Afghahtetanrif 
Insisted on Inapecting Iraq's 
weapons infiie face of stiff oppo¬ 
sition,* and if Imposed economic 
sanefions on India and Pakisran 
for tasting nuclearweapons. At 
home, however, President Clinton 
came close to losing his job as 
aflegafions of sexual raiaiions vvilh 
White House employees were 
made. The Paula Jones case was 
dismissed but tireless efforts vrare 
made to implicate him in the 
Mpnioa Lewinsky base. A 
reidritless prosecutor, Kenneth 
Starr, pursued the case but the 
American pt^lc lost interest and 
Clinton survived, a^lnet ialf 
, odds. . ■ 


'i'iTJiiiiirir' ’• '-sife 
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eight Presidential palaces 
which Iraq had placed off 
limits. 




EUROPE 

TkeEirahConliil 

Fifteen heads of govern¬ 
ment of European Union met 
ui Brussels in May, 1W8, and 
cleared the path for launch of 
the common currency, F.uro, on 
January 1,1999. The currency 
would be adopted by 11 
countries in the first wave. 
Trading in Ihe new currency 
would start but Euro notes and 
coins would replace national 
currencies only by 2002. The 
countries joining the common 
currency are: France, Germany, 
Austria, Portugal, Belgium, 
Italy, Finland, Spain, Ireland, 
Holland and Luxembourg. The 
Eiiro would lead them into an 
irreversible integration. 


After three decades of 
bloodshed and violence, an 
agreement was signed between 
the British and Irish 
governments on April 17,1998. 
It lay the foundation of ending 
years of civil conflict. The seeds 
of conflict date back to the 17lh 
century: the Catholics, who 
form a minority in the province, 
never accepted Northern 
Ireland's separation by the 
British from rest of Ireland. 
The accord was accepted by a 
majority (71 per cent) of the 
voters. The referendum was 
seen as a miracle in subduing 
narrow nationalism and 
bridging the traditional divide 
and it was expected that the 
relationship between the 
warring Roman Catholic and 
Protestant communities, may 
alter. 


SUMMITS AND 


iipeghmi 

The 18-member Asia Pa¬ 
cific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) held its annual summit 
at Vancouver from November 
27,1997. The South-East Asian 
economic turmoil dominated 
the agenda but the group said 
it would promote the efforts 
of the IMF. The group endorsed 
an agreement for a free trade 
zone beginning 2010. India lost 
its bid for membership but 
Peru, Russia and Vietnam were 
admitted. 

BtolMl Wamiliig 


On December 1, 1997, 
world leaders convened in 
Kyoto, Japan, for a 10-day 
meeting to negotiate the future 


of the earth. It was agreed to 
cut emissions of six 
greenhouse gases by 5.2 per 
cent below 1990 levels, over the 
years 2008-12. Though this was 
much less than what was de¬ 
manded, it was a first step to 
control the phenomenon of glo¬ 
bal warming, which has be¬ 
come a major threat to the 
surx'ival of the planet. 

lamlmlnas Trsatv 

The treaty to ban 
landmines became a reality on 
December 5, 1997, when 121 
nations signed the accord at 
Ottawa, Canada. The USA, 
Russia, China, India and 
Middle East countries ab- 
slamed, .saying that some need 
for landmines existed. The 
treaty requires signatories to 
destroy their stockpiles of 
mini's within four years and 
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remove deployment within 
10 years. The global 
campaign was spearheaded 
by Jody Williams, who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for her 
efforts. 

6-15 Summit 

Leaders ol IS dc\ cloping 
countries gathered in Cairo lor 
a summit on Mas 11-13, PHS. 
Tlie highlight of the summit 
was formation of the (t-l.'i 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, but the leadc'r- ah ’ 
analysed the .^sian financi.il 
turmoil and seek a louder \ ('ice 
for emerging economies in 
world trade arrangements. The 
group endorsed India's 
proposal for co-oidinated 
action to resist unilateral tr.ide 
actions and asserted that trade 
difleiences should he settk'd 
within ill. Iramework ot the 
WTO. 

G-8 Summit 

Leaders of the C-R 
endeti their .inniial surnmil 
in Birmingham on May 17. 
1998, by announcing an 
agreement to ease the debt 
burden of some of the 
poorest nations ol the 
world. The leaders agreed 
on specific measures for this 
purpose. They urged the 
affected countries to keep 
opening their markets to in¬ 
vestment and trade. India 
was condemned for 
conducting nuclear tests but 
did not impose sanctions. 


Antl-mrrorism tracts 

The international conven¬ 
tion for the suppression of ter¬ 
rorist bombings was signed on 
January 12,1998. Sri Lanka be¬ 
came the first nation to sign, 
t(’gcther w'lth USA, UK, France, 
(loi niany, Russia and Canada, 
it \v('iild remain open for sig¬ 
natures till December ,11, 1999 
and would enter into force 
once 22 member-States ratify 
it. It specific's crimes w hich arc 
c.v'traditable. The signatories 
wi'ulcl develop legal fr.ime- 
works to deal with perpetra¬ 
tors of bombings and help in 
extraditing Ihc suspects. 

(Tn April 1998, Arab 
couiiliie'. signed the first re¬ 
gional anti-terrorism pact. It 
c alls tor Arab countries to deny 
refuge, training and military 
support t(' 'gri'iips lh.it launch 


attacks on other Arab nations 
and to exchange information 
on terrorist groups. It, however, 
exempted militants who target 
Lsrael and those acts aimed at 
liberation and self- 
determination. 

Asla-Euram Summit 

Leaders of Europe and 
ASEAN countries met for a 
two-day meeting in London on 
April 3-4,1998 with a promise 
of European support for the 
economically troubled Asian 
nations. They predicted that 
Asia's growth would con¬ 
tinue in the medium term, 
although there were signs of 
economic crisis worsening in 
Japan. The summit urged the 
Asian nations to follow IMF 
prescription for recovery, 
avoid protectionism and 
establish open, credible finan¬ 
cial systems. 

QIC Summit 

Muslim nations attending 
the summit of the Orga¬ 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Teheran on December 
11-13, 1997, condemned 
terrorism in the name of Islam 
and demanded that Israel slop 
building settlements in 
occupied Arab land. 


mniESS MB 
RNHeE 

Asian currencies crashed 
in 1997. Emerging economies 
dubbed as economic tigers lost 
their status as one currency ^ 
crashed after another. First, 
Thailand crashed and the baht 
fell sending alarm bells ringing 
all over the world. It was 
forced to accept a $ 40 billion 
rescue package from the IMF. 
The Singapore dollar, the 
Indonesian rupiah, the 
Malaysian Ringgit, similarly 
lost 10-30 per cent of their value. 
Japanese economy failed to re¬ 
cover from recession. The Hong 
Kong stock market crashed, 
leading to the worst-ever crash 
worldwide on October 29,1997. 
The crash of Wall Street had its 
impact on Indian stock 
,markets as well. 

The slate of the world 
economy was quite unhealthy, 
with currencies tumbling and 
recession hitting many coun¬ 
tries. One ot Asia's largest in¬ 
dependent investment banks, 
I’eregrine Investments Hold¬ 
ings Ltd, went bankrupt and 
tiled for liquidation on January 
12, 1998, The company was 
thrown into a crisis when a 
Swiss company pulled out of a 
deal to prov idc tresh tunds to 
Peregrine. It had been grappling 
with the economic crisis and 
had laid olf 275 workers in 
November. The Indian 
operations of the company were 
shut down as well. 

Trade ministers from 132 
member-nations of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) met 
for its biennial meeting and 
called for rejection of protec¬ 
tionism in any form. They 
decided to work towards a free 
trade system and to set up a 
rule-based trading system to 
prevent recurrence of the Asian 
crisis. The final communique 
was adopted by member- 


DISASTERS 

A Russian Air Force transport aircraft crashed into 
a five-storey residential building soon after take off in 
the Siberian city of Irkutsuk, killing 46 on board ’nd 100 
on the ground. It was one ol the worst air disasters in 
Russia In recent times. 

At least 5000 people were killed in an earthquake 
that rocked northeast Afghanistan on M.Ty 30, 1998. 
Measuring 7.0 on the Richter scale, it flattened scores 
ot villages. A rescue operation was launched by the UN 
and other agencies. It was estiriuitod that more than 60 
villages h.id suffered severe damages. 
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naliO)is on the ^'.oldpn jubilw 
ccM’r.ilion^ of iiu' GATT on 
M(iy !"•, l''''.S. !..alii:r, in 1 ohm 
ary, a WTO pact to open up 
basic telecom services had 
come into effect in which 58 
countries agreed to open up 
telephone and satellite services 
to competition. ‘\nd in 
December, I'f'-)?, a ;^lobi\l 
agreement was signed to iree 
banking, insurann- and sec nri- 
ties business. The agreement 
was signed in Cieneva and 
would come into force from 
January, 1999. 

On April 30, Asian Finance 
Ministers agreed to set up a 
regional surveillance system, 
called 'ASEAN Plus' to give an 
early warning of future 
financial crises. The new 
mechanism would boost 
tflnsparency in Asia by 
collecting economic data. It 
would start with Thailand, 
Malaysia and Singapore. 
ASEAN Plus was described as 
an Asian version of the IMF 
and Japan would be joining the 
body. 

The annual summit of the 
World Economic Forum was 
held at Davos in February, 1998. 
Intended to deal w'ith priorities 
for the 21st century, the 
summit ended up focusing on 
how to deal with the present 
crisis. Though many views 
were expressed on the Asian 
crisi.s, no clear plans emerged 
on how to deal with the crisis. 
Some economists made 
gloomy predictions about a 
world recession, but others 
pointed out that it would force 
countries to bring about 
urgently needed financial 
reforms. 

The Internet spread its 
importance with commerce 
multiplying because of it. On 
February 19,1998, tlie USA won 
support for a proposal to start 
diKussion in the WTO on rules 




tor rapidly growing trade 
iUros.s the cyberspace. E- 
cominerce was expected to be 
worth at least $ 300 billion a 
year by the turn of the century 
and there was unanimity 
among WTO delegations on 
the need to tackle it. The duty- 
free proposals will not apply to 
hard goods ordered on the 
Internet but sent physically 
across national frontiers. The 
US initiatives were w'elcomed 
by many countries. 




TRANSmON 

In Flong Kong, democratic 
parties made a comeback to 
the territory's Legislative 
Council (Legco) on May 25, 
1998, as results of the first 
multi-party elections on 
Chinese soil were declared. 
Several pro-China parties did' 
better than expect^. 

Opposition leader Joseph 
Estrada wdn the presidential 
elections in the Philippines and 
was appointed the country's 
13th President on May 29,1998. 
Sen Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
became the Vice-President. The 
transition of power to the 
Opposition was far more 
peaceful dian expected. 

Russia's State Duma, 
Lower House of Parliament, 
approved Sergei Kiriyenko as 
Prime Minister on April 24, 
1998. In the earlier voting, he 
had not been able to secure 
enough votes for approval. 
Efforts to stall Kiriyenko came 
with the intention of trying to 
impeach President Yeltsin, who 
had threatened t' dissolve the 
Duma if his candidate was not 
approved as Prime Minister. 

On February 24,1998, Kim 
Dae Jung became the President 
of the Republic of Korea, after 
a political career characterised 
by imprisonment and 
suffering. This was the first 


time that an opposition leader Daniel Arap Mot was declai:ed 

was elected as leader of the the winner. He secured ^ 
country. Outgoing President requisite 25% vote in five but 
Kim Young Sam left office a of eight provinces, giving Mol 
discredited figure. The nation his fifth straight term. In 
was caught in economic Zambia, former President 
turmoil and the new President Keiweth Kaunda was arrested 

pledged to abide by the IMF on December 25, 1997, on 

measures to bail his country charges of participation in the 

out of the crisis. failed coup that took place in 

In Kenya's third multi- October. His arrest was 

party elections since criticised by US and South 

independence. President Africa, 

IMEFS V 

'' 

Thb us; UK and 

fordKl«in|lind(anp^ 


: cbfnrhHl 0 e on thd Indian O^bn Wat stt up in 1972 to Impltment 
‘^pentral Assethbfy resolution fbrtnaMng the ocean a ipne oi 
\ jiteee but the UShad caittdfor Its elimination. US and Britain were 
against the proposal because of ihe laige militaiy presence in the 

y ipOnorntoreetnicWringln'ChlhalsWicto^ 
riebjan^ poor, with eadi a|^ harbourtngoonternpt forthtother.' 

S rnbm'raformMKpectad (ffide'r thWn 

between the mvea and the have-riota la ekpecietHo Inpreaw.' 
already bscbmihg«vid(nt In growing number of didputee. 
DespAegovemrrient.enprts to boost antl>poverty spending, C^lna hb 
notauoceeded in rd^ng pover^ Many parts of China h«« bahn 
left behind in the programmes launched by Deng Xiaoping nearly two 
decadesago. ' 

itoMCrMBbUlty 

.' , Surveys by thafnterhatlonal Press Institute ^vepolrUedto* 

, wantepn increasing lack pS credibility of newspkpers. Egberts have 
pDlrftad out that me<9a credibiliiy is encoing past under Increentirig 
Influence by poKticlaheai^fausinees^coohe. In South Kt^fltere 


;jBa chaebols. lnwj^peunl^«irv'^,'lrcTO 
' Thaiiind, It was fouiid.that people trusted newa(»i>$frsteaa. It was 


devekiping world. 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 



nt General 




m CYBERSPACE 

. As the Internet 

^ caught on, there were 
more and more things 
available in cyber¬ 
space, with the click of a mouse. An Indian 
photo gallery was put up by a Calcutta-based 
firm and was recognised to be the first of its 
kind by Federation of Indian Photography. 
Contemporary Indian art was available at a 
site called Prefect Spear. The All India Radio 
made its news accessible and went live on 
the Internet on February 25, 1998. The site 
was, however, as uninspiring as any other 
government site and it was found that the 
news was not updated daily. The government 
held a vice-like grip over the Internet and in 
many places getting a connection remained 
extremely difficult. The entry of private service 
providers was stalled on some pretext or the 
other, limiting the spread pf the Internet. 
Government, however, periodically issued 
statements saying that it would encourage 
private senricc providers and also had plans 
to open Internet kiosks in the country. There 
was no saying when this would be 
Implemented. 

Jobs were available on the Internet too, 
with over 5,300 employment home pages. A.s 
it took quite long to download images from 
the Internet, computer ship giant Intel 
announced a new technology, Quick Web, 
which could download Images twice as fast. 
It did not require any special equipment, but 
for a monthly access fees, speeds up Images 
as they come through the servers and 
telephone lines. 

To get over the problem of Irrelevant 
information and telemarketing calls, Networks 
gained popularity. With the ability to tailor and 
organise Information, they sav^ much time 




and it was expected that network enabled 
virtual reality would have a huge impact on 
society by 2005. 

Many newspapers and magazines, 
including The Competition Master, went on¬ 
line with their Internet editlone. Most of the 
news and editorial comment could be 
accessed with the dick of a mouse, but with 
only 2 per cent of Indians with Internet access, 
it was too early to say whether it posed any 
threat to their print editions. The Internet, 
however, provided access to people all over 
the world. At the CM site, one could partidpate 
in debates and discussions and send queries 
for its popular feature. Question Box. 

Electronic commerce caught on and 
continued to become popular, it was not 
simply buying and seliing things through the 
Internet, but changed the way in which 
organisations conduct businesses, it led the 
way to paperless transactions and companies 
could be proactive to market needs to 
enhance customer service, while enabling 
them to make the right decisions by providing 
the right information. Electronic commerce 
has unleashed a revolution and may change 
the face of tredittonal commerce. 

Another concept which took shape 
because of the Internet was that of Tele-work, 
which could lead to shrinking offices or even 
their disappearance. Employees can sit at 
home and do the work instead of travelling 
miles to reach their office. Home computers 
would link them with the office and choice 
given to work at one's place and pace. Some 
US companies did away with iradKIonai offices 
by setting up 'Virtual offices”. However, 
teleworking has shown up some social 
problems since people were getting 
Increasingly isolated. On the other hand, 
wives complained of the difficulty of coping 
up with 24-hour resident husbands. 


DEFENCE 

The navaf 
version of the 
THshui surface to air missile was success¬ 
fully tested on June 3, 1998 from INS 
Dronacharya. Developed by the DRDO with 
three public sector undertakings, BEL, BHEL 
and BDL, it forms part of the Integrated 
Guided Missile Development Programme. 
This was the first naval flighi of the Triahul. 

Port Blair in the Andamans was selected 
to become a full-fledgea command 
headquarters of the Indian Navy. The Far 
Eastern Naval Command would becorrra the 
fourth command of the Navy and involved 
setting up of surveiHance and monitoring along 
Ihe 750 km Andaman and Nicobar 
archipelago. The Navy also launched a survey 
ship, INS Darshak. The vessel can carry out 
coastal and oceanic hydrographic survey of 
ports and harbours and also help in 
determination of navigational routes. 
Collection of oceanographic and geographical 
data for defence purposes is a major role of 
the ship. It is equipped with advanced 
computer-based sun/ey systems to gather 
large quantities of data in a relatNely short 
period. 

Warship Betwa was dedicated to the 
nation on February 26, 1996. It was 
designed by Directorate of Naval Design 
and built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 
Engineers Ltd, Mumbai at a cost of Rs 600 
crore. Named after an Important river, 
Betwa Is a guided mlesile frigate and gave 
a new dimension to India's naval defence 
system. 

The country's largest Indigenousiy-bullt 
warship, INS Delhi, was commissioned on 
November 15,1997. Built by Mazagon Docks 
Ltd, tne 6,700 tonne destroyer carries surface 
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to air missiles and electronic warfare systems. 

The first-ever sail training ship, 
Taranglni, was commissioned on 
November 12, 1997. The ship is the first 
one of its Kind to be built in South-east 
Asia and is meant to train naval cadets in 
sea craft, the basics of seamanship and 
navigation. 

The airbase of the Indian navy, INS 
Rajall, became fully operational in a record 
time of five years. 

The submarine INS Slndhu Rakshak 
was commissioned on December 24,1997 in 
Russia. It was the most modern submarine of 
the Indian navy, equipped with the latest 
sensor and weapon systems. 

An indigenous anti<ship missile 
defence system, to track an incoming 
missile quickly, was developed by the 
Institute of Armament Technology, Pune. It 
gets over the drawbacks of the conventional 
system which mkkes detection of sea- 
skimming missiles difficult because of sea 
water and its mist. 

India's multi-barrel rocket system. 
PInaka, cleared the first phase user trials. It 
is an area weapon system aimed at 
supplementing the existing artillery gun at a 
range beyond 30 km. 

DISCOVERIES 

Archaeologists 
discovered the remains 
of a 2600 year old city 
at Sravasti in Uttar Pradesh. Excavations 
conducted on the bank of the Rapti river, 
revealed the remains of Kushan and Gupta 
periods, dating back to the sixth century. 
The excavations were carried out hy the 
Archaeological Survey of India with the 
Archaeological Research Institute of 
Kansai University in Osaka, Japan. 
Sravasti is a famous Buddhist circuit in 
the State. 

Human fossils of the early stone age 
were found by the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASf) along the bank of Narmada in 
Madhya Pradesh. They shed new light on the 
evolution ol man in the region. 

Scientists found fossil embryos in 
China, which could be the oldest known 
remains of creatures. The fossils were about 
570 million years old and came from an early 
stage in animal evolution. About the size of 
sand grains, they date before the time 
animals developed skeletons, shells or 
limbs. 


ENVIRONMENT 

Bloconser* 
vation: Using advanc¬ 
ed satellite-based Geographic Information 
System (GIS), WWF-India's Indira Gandhi 
Conservation Monitoring Centre prepared 
several databases for 10 major protected 
areas, which would help agencies involved in 
conservation tasks. GIS is a satellite imagery 
based information system in which digitised 
maps of different data can be layered atop 
one another on the computer to find any 
distortions as they occur. 

Antarctica: Threats to the fragile 
ecosystem of the Antarctica were becoming 
evident, despite a 50-year moratorium on 
mining. It was feared that expanding scientific 
and tourism activity could affect ocean 
chemistry and lead to a rise in sea-levcl and 
ozone depletion. It is home to 54 species of 
seabirds and 21 marine mammal species but 
nations are eager to exploit the resources in 
the garb of scientific research. 

Dolphin Sanctuary: The 160 km stretch 
in upper part of the Ganga, between Bijnor 
and Narora barrage in Uttar Pradesh, was 
listed under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 and would be declared as a Dolphin 
sanctuary. The species is endangered and 
fast vanishing, with their population having, 
declined from about 5000 in 1982 to half this 
number now. Dolphin population is estimated 
to be declining by about 10 per cent per 
annum. If immediate steps are not taken, the 
species is expected to become extinct in the 
country by 2007. This would be the second 
such sanctuary, the first being in Vikramshila 
in Bihar. 

Bio-degradable plastic: Fully bio¬ 
degradable plastic, which offer great 
advantages as it is not an environmental 
hazard, was developed and the National 
Research Development Corporation (NRDC) 
worked on it to develop it commercially. The 
new plastic degrades after two months. 
Granules made of 10 to 40 per cent siarch, 
low density polythylene and a binding agent, 
are used to make the plastic and the starch 
degrades after some time, as it is organic. 

Protected areas: The Worldwide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) decided to support more 
protected areas for tigers in the country in 
1998. The conservation programme plans to 
check illegal trade in tiger parts, improve 
planning of protected areas and promote 
participatory approaches. 



EDUCATION 



There was a glut ol institutes offering 
foreign degrees in India. Several foreign 
universities set up shop and tried luring 
students through big advertisements and 
flexible programmes. They offered 
international exposure. The courses were, 
however, very expensive and were not 
recognised in India. 

Among other careers that have emerged 
in recent times, was the one of graphic design. 
With ihe need of communication increasing, 
graphic design gained importance. Computer 
institutes offered this course, together with 
multimedia training. 



EXPEDITIONS 

Hrishikesh Yadav 
successfully led the 

_ . p, (irst Indian civilian 

expedition to Mount 
Everest. The Tata 
Everest Indian team had started oft the 
expedition from Mumbai on March 12. 1998. 
as part of commemoration of 50 years of 
Indian independence. They scaled the world's 
highest peak on May 18th. 

A 50-member team of Indian scientists 
left for Antarctica on December 7, 1997. It 
camped at the Indian work-station Maitri and 
planned to stay there till Marcf, 1999. 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 


A Rajasthan Atomic 
Power Station (RAPS), 
Kota was made critical 
after successful com¬ 
pletion of coolant 
‘ channel replacement 
and safety upgradation. The second unit of 
the power station had been shut down in 1994. 
The work was done indigenously and the 
remotely-operated tools were built by the 
Bhabha Atomic Rsearch Centre (BARC) and 
NPCIL, at one-third the international cost. 

India became the seventh country irt the 
world to have nuclear waste management 
technology. The facility was developed indi¬ 
genously at Tarapur. The nuclear plants at 
Trombay and Kalpakkam would switch over 
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PLACES 

' .^O^hati: On March 24, 


\IVe^ Bengal border, kitUftg most' 
'•fijhii*lttirrtK,';f;.; V'. 

nuct^^ . 

R|jil|t^r'i^1^lrbm^^ The 
Tirst nudeer test Was condiK^ on May 
. 18, td74 and five more on May 11 and 

: :,4Uinc8er The port in Qujarat that 
waajcdmpletdy destroyed in a cyclone 
that hit the area in June, 1998. 

to the new technology, which involves putting 
the spent fuel in glass blocks and them storing 
them in two-liner steel containers. 


T,. ,eo 

Hi Konkan Railway line 

was dedicated to the 
Cy nation on May 1,1998. 
The first train was flagged off on January 26, 
1998, from Sawantwadi near Goa to 
Mangalore. Built at a cost of over Rs 3,400 
crore, it is billed as Asia's largest rail line 
Work on the project had begun in October, 
1990. The new line reduces the distance 
between Delhi and Mangalore, Mumbai and 
Mangalore and between Ahmedabad and 
Mangalore. Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Goa are equity partners in the project. 

The Centre for Development of 
Advanced Computing (C-DAC) unveiled the 
new Param-1000 computer on March 28, 
1998 It could reportedly perform 100 billion 
mathematical operations per second. This 
placed India in the league of nations engaged 
in advanced supercomputing. The 100 Giga 
Flops supercomputer was the most powerful 
computer not only in India but the entire 
developing world. Its achievement came 
against the backdrop of the US ban on export 
of high performance computers to India. 

A thrpe-year joint project was envisaged 
between Department of Space and 
Department of Biotechnology, to use data 
received from Indian remote sensing satellites 
IRS-1C and IRS-1 D, to characterise regions 
with rich plant and animal biodiversity. The 
first phase would use remote sensing data to 
characterise the landscape while the second 
would conduct detailed ground studies on 
biodiversity. 


PROJECTS 




RESEARCH 

Scientific 
research continued 
to uncover many 
amazing facts. US 
Scientists discovered the brain's hunger 
hormone. The discovery was likely to start 
hectic research to find medicines that could 
control this substance to help overweight 
people. The discovery was called orexin, 
based on the Greek word for hunger, orexis. 
The research suggested that the brain chums 
out orexin when it senses a need to eat. The 
finding was important in fighting eating 
problems, both lack of appetite and the 
opposite. Smithkiine Beecham, which 
collaborated in the discovery, was 
investigating how this could find practical 
applications. 

German researchers at Daimler Benz 
Aerospace experimented with sensors and 
electronic systems to imitate the sense of 
smell. They developed sniffer computers, 
with an array of sensors which produce 
different response to the substances it 
encounters. Though it may never be possible 
to replace the human nose, the electronic 
systems can test and sort smells, as against 
the nose, which can only decide whether a 
smell is pleasant or not. 

The US Defence Department, Pentagon, 
awarded a multi-million dollar contract to 
develop a fleet of tiny air vehicles, less than 
6 inches long, capable of conducting 
communications and lethal missions. The 
vehicles were being developed to take 
advantage of revolutions in micro-electronics 
and micro-mechanics. 

Indian scientists responded to the news 
of sheep cloning by developing a procedure 
for producing several identical buffalo calves 
from a Single embryo. Dairy scientists in 
Kama! used the nuclear transfer technique to 
clone buffaloes, similar to that used by 
researchers at the Roslin Institute In 
Edinburgh that produced Dolly, the world's 
first adult cloned mammal. However, human 
cloning was banned. The UNESCO adopted 
a declaration on November 11,1997. which 
outlawed human cloning. 

An Indian-born researcher in the US 
developed a smart bomb for cancer. It is a 
potential-guided missile; if cancer-kiHing rkugs 
were used with the technique, they would 
travel straight to the tumour and destroy it. 
The discovery was given to an Illinois 


biotechnology company to test It on humans. 

Following the dream of looking forever 
young, researchers at the University of Texas 
announced that they had found the cellular 
enzyme that causes human cells to avoid the 
normal process of ageing and cell death. The 
finding raised hopes that cells could be kept 
youthful far beyond their normal life span. 

A study found that the origin of the Jaintia 
tribe in Meghalaya, might be traced back to 
Turkey. It said that the matrilineal people of 
the Jaintia area of Lukka had roots in south¬ 
west Anatolia during the first millennium BC. 

SPACE 

The US space- 
craft Voyager*! 
k became the most * 
man-made 

' ^ Tyiy object in the uni- 

^ ^ verse. After 20 

years, it was 6.5 million miles away and its 
signals now lake more than 9 hours to reach 
the earth. It surpassed the distance of the 
older Ploneer*10 spacecraft, which is headed 
in nearly opposite direction from the sun. Both 
spacecraft are powered by nuclear batteries 
which keep them functioning in the freezing 
blackness of space. Voyager-I still sends a 
signal, though its strength was 20 billion times 
weaker than the power of a digital watch 
battery. 

The US space shuttle Columbia, with 
the indian-bom Kalpana Chawla on its crew, 
returned on December 5, 1997 after a two- 
week science mission. The otherwise 
successful mission was marred by a botched 
satellite release which had to be recovered 
later. The space shuttle began another two 
week mission on April 18, 1998, to explore 
how the human brain controlled the nervous 
system. It carried more than 2,000 creatures 
in space, including rats, snails and mice. The 
mission was called “neurolab" and carried 26 
neurological experiments conducted during 
the flight. NASA hoped that the mission would 
provide clues to ailments such as motion 
sickness and insomnia. The shuttle also 
carried Chiaki Mukai, the first Japanese 
woman in space who assisted in the 
experiments along with scientists from four 
other countries. 

After a bad year in 1997, the Russian 
space station Mir was stable. US astronaut 
Michael Foale was replaced with David Wolf 
on September 28,1997. There were reports 
that a Russian film-maker, Yuri Kara, planned 
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THEMILLEMNIUM 

. AntwcmHirybag^oiV^OTuary 1,200&anda9thedatet)«(»imn8arer, the«(f(^ 
pf8|»red1or it. It hid alf«adii| wiVeiied a itKiney spinnar fpr Fncte in tlte adftware businesa' 
it c^arated due to tha codiputer problem known, atttia mlbniilum bug. .Tbe Indiep 
aoftware.ihdustry.Workadt^inietocashlnon'ttiealxblllbndollarbusineasfdrapliMQna • 

: . fo (ha Y;^ or yMr 2000 ^i^m. Most coinp^ers built In thd past carded only the Ipst - 
.tan digits ((Mlm ^ar, hv^p^r to.save bn inamO(y..'n)e midtars.did not realise that by.j 
.dpthg'ad. the. year 2000 wotdd just appear as “OO” on the comiMitera. By default, K would 
^niaan 1900 and. not 2000^.^|(B. insurance companies and ottier businesses laced great 
proUems because of Wiseii^ hished to have them solved. India, with its trained manpower, 
stood to gedn from this oppodunity. 

. TWO rival flmis started idlilng lelevisidn and media rights (or die first sunrise of. 
2000, The first inhabited htod to great the sun on that day will be Pitt Island of New 
Zealand. Companies ofii^ people a chance to be on the millennium island and witness 
j the first sunrise of the new century. 

I On a different note: .the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India 
I started preparatiohstdrthe rtfitlennlum census, to be conducted from March 1,2001. It 
was expected to throw u^ lifistorlc benchmark data on the state of the nation at a point 
I which marks the' bepr^ of the next century. It would provide a unique and vital 
database to chart the.dwi^y of the nation. 


to shoot a (Hm on it, with a budget oi $60 
million. He received permission from the 
Russian space agency for the purpose. 

After the spectacular pictures of Mars 
sent by Pathfinder, the Mars Global Surveyor 
entered the Mars orbit on September2,1997. 
It would map the surface and collect data till 
January 31, 2000. 

Scientists in the USA traced the most 
distant object in ail creation, a young galaxy 
that existed when the universe was in its 
Infancy. The discovery effectively stretched 
the reach of human perception 90 million light 
years farther than it had ever extended before. 
This was considered to be a major goal for 
modern astrophysics. New observations also 
suggested that huge objects can actually 
move space itself, proving Einstein's theory 
suggested 80 years ago. Scientists found that 
spinning black holes and neutron stars make 
the space around them swirl like water running 
down a drain. Einstein's theory of general 
relativity predicted that moving objects 
generate an additional force, which drags 
space around. 

A flutter was caused when NASA 
announced that its Lunar Prospector 
spacecraft had discovered water on the 
moon. This raised hopes that a base could 
be made on the moon and later, a human 
colony. Although the water was frozen and 
buried deep in craters, it was thought possible 
to convert to liquid water to make rocket 
propellant and breathing oxygen. 

The Galileo mission to Jupiter found 
evidence of salts on the frozen moon, Europa, 
boosting the possibility that it had an ocean 
that once hartroured life. Salts like magnesium 
sulphate were found on Europa, which are 
also found in dry lake beds in the earth's 
deserts. 

Many companies joined the race to reap 
the benefits of apace tourism. Efforts were 
on to design a spacecraft that could carry 
passengers to space and back. There was 
also an effort to mine the precious metals like 
gold and platinum frnm asteroids. 

India's first ocean satellite, Oceantat-1, 
is planned to be launched during 1998 as 
part of the celebrations of the International 
Year of the Ocean. It would help in research 
on fisheries and also for oceanographic 
related climate and weather predictions. 

India's satellite programme, however, 
suffered setbacks. On September 29,1997, 
the Polar SatallHa Launch Vehicle (PSLV) 
D-4 was launched to pul the Indian Remote 
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Sensing Satellite IR8>10 into orbit. Everything 
went well but the last stage rocket (ailed to 
put it in a circular sun-synchronous orbit. ISRO 
scientists managed to correct the situation 
but the life of the satellite was reduced 
considerably. In the same week, INSAT-20 
lost its earth-lock and lost its power. 
Communication and trading at the National 
Stock Exchange was affected. After attempts 
to revive it failed, the satellite was declared' 
inoperable on October 5,1997. 

MISCELLANY 

The Indian missile programme resulted 
in many technology spinoffs for the common 
man. Among them; the indigenously 
developed composite material used on the 
nose cone of the Prithw and Agn/missiles is 
now being used as orthopaedic supports for 
polio-affected children. An automated cancer 
detection device, the Cytoscan, was 
developed (or mass cancer screenings. A low- 
cost cardiac stress sytstem was also 
developed by the ORDO, which could be taken 
to small towns and community health centres. 

Defence research came up with an 
external cardiac pacemaker too, which cost a 
third of the imported modela. A Society tor 
Biomedical Technology (SBMT) was formed 
and there ware plans to network medical 
Institutions, civilian laboratories and social 
organisations. 

India would have the maximum number 
o( senior citizens in the world by 2025. 
increased longevity, marked by withdrawal of 


family support and resultant socio-economic 
stress had becoming a challenge, but the 
country had no national policy for the welfare 
of the aged. The National Conference on 
Challenges of Aging was held in Hyderabad 
in March, 1998 and recommended a series ot 
policy measures. At present, about 6 per 
cent of the Indian population comprises 
people over 60 years, which was expected 
to touch 10 per cent by 2011 and 14 per 
cent by 2025. India also had the largest 
number of HIV-infected persons. The 
country had 3 to 5 million HIV-intected 
people, which was the largest HIV-infected 
population than in any other country. More 
than 30 million people are living with the 
virus in the world. 

Finland became the first among the 
185 nations to pay its dues to the UN. 
Member States owed the UN $3.1 billion 
dollars, the major defaulter being US.^ with 
$1 billion. 

The Inter-connected Stock Exchange of 
India (ISE) has been promoted at the national 
level by 14 exchanges across the country. It 
would connect the exchanges so as to enable 
a member ot one exchange to trade with a 
member of another exchange. 

The country's tirat •levatad urban 
train ayatam was inaugurated in Chennai 
on October 17, 1997. The 10.3 km long 
Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) 
between Mylapore and Beach station is 
expected to carry six lakh passengers a 
day. 






Arjuna Awards, 1997: Cricket 
Javagal Srinath; Hockey. A.B. 
Subbaiah, Ashish Ballal; 
Athletics: Ajit Bhaduria, 
Padmani Thomas; Boxinff. Raj 
Kumar Sat>gwan; Carrom: 
Anthony Maria Irudayan; Golf 
Amit Luthra; Judo: Poonam 
Chopra: Kabadd'r. Shriram 
Bhavsar, Neeta M. Dadwe: 
Rowing-. Surender Singh 
Wadia; Shooting: Moraad Ali 
Khan; Tennis-. Gaurav Natekar; 
Swimming. V. Kutralae- 
shwaran; Yachting. Lt Col Kelly 
S. Rao (posthumous). 
Physically handicapped 
category; Badminton: Sandeep 
Singh Dhillion; Athletics and 
cricKet Kalle Gowda. 

Ashok Chakra, 1997: Second 
Lieutenant Punset Dutta and Lt 
Col Shanti Swrup Rana 
B.C. Roy Award, 1998: Dr 
Devendra D. Patel ot the 
Gujarat Cancer and Research 
Institute. 

B.D. Goenka Award, 1997: 
Diren Bezboruah, Edilo' of the 
Sentinel. 

Bharat Ratna, 1998: M.S. 
Subbulakshmi and C. 
Subramaniam. 

Borlaug Award. P. 
Pushpangaden, director of the 
Tropical Botanic Garden and 
Research Institute, Ksrala, V. 
Aninachalam, former head of 
the genetics division on 


Agricultural Research tnstKute 
and Oarshan Shankar of the 
Foundation for Revitalisation of 
Local Health Traditions. 
Bangalore 

CSIR Prize, 1997: The National 
Geophysical Research Institute 
(NGRI), Hyderabad. 

Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial 
Award, 1997; Nani A. 
Palkhivala. 

Oayawatl Modi Award, 1996: 

Ravi Paranjape. 

Ohanvantri Award, 1997: 
Pioneer of nuclear medicine in 
India, Ramchandra Dattatraya 
Lele of Jaslok Hospital. 
Oronacharya Awards; Coach 
of women’s weightlifting squad, 
Pal Singh Sandhu, and the first 
Indian to win World Amateur 
Billiards Championship. Wilson 
Jones. 

G.K. Reddy Memorial Award, 
1997: Chief Editor of the Indian 
Express. Shekhar Gupta and 
Vartha Edilor-in-Chief A.B K. 
Prasad 

G.D. Birla Award tor Scientific 
Research, 1996: Ashoke Sen 
of the Mehta Research Institute 
ot Mathematics and 
Mathematical Physics, 
Allahabad 

Gujar Mai Modi Science 
Award, 1997: Physicist S. 
Ramaseshan. 

Indira Gandhi National 
Integration Award, 1997: The 
Indira Gandhi Centre of Vishwa 
Bharat! University, 
Shantiniketan. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1997: 

For promoting Gandhian 


values outside India: Young 
Seek Choue of South Korea. 
For uplift and welfare of 
women and children: 
Vinobaniketan of 
Thiruvananthapuram. For 
application of science and 
technology for rural 
development S.S. 
Katagihallimath of Bangalore. 
For constructive work: R.K. 

Patil of Nagpur. 

Jnanpith Award, 1997: Urdu 
writer All Sardar Jafri. 

K.K. Birla Awards: Badminton 
national champion P. 

Gopichand, weightilfter 
Kunjarani Devi and 
mountaineer Santosh Yadav. 
Kalinga Award, 1997: 
Dorairajan Balasubramanian, 
director of the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad. 

Kalinga Prize, 1996: Indian 
astrophysicist Jayart V 
Narlikar, with Czech 
astronomer Jir Grygar 
Lohia Award, 199G Neelam 
Mahajan Singh. 

Moortidevi Award: Hindi writer 
Nirmal Verma. 

Outstanding Parliamentarian 
Award: Somnath Chatterjee. 
Padam Shrl: Thespian Zohra 
Segal, hockey star Pargat 
Singh, Dcccan film star 
Mammooty, former tennis star 
Ramesh Krishnan, athlete 
Shiny Wilson, bureaucrat 
Chewang Phunsog, Punjabi 
litterateur Gurdial Singh and art 
historian B,N. Qoswami, are 
among the 32 awardees uf the 


Padam Shii. 

Padma Bhushan: Hindi 
litterateur Bhisham Sahani, 
journalist H.K. Dua, INA hero 
Gurbax Singh Dhillon. former' 
Indian High Commissioner to 
the UK, L M. Singhvi, social 
activist Satya Pal Dang, 
litterateur U.R. Anantha Murthy, 
cardiac surgeon P. Venugopat, 
retired justice V.M. Tarkunde, 

. are among the 18 persons 
honoured with the Padma 
Bhushan Awards 
Padma VIbhuahan: Jurist Nani 
Palkhivala, freedom fighter 
Lakshmi Sehgal, social worker 
Usha Mehta and hero of ANC 
struggle and associate of 
Nelson Mandela, Walter SIsulu. 
Prem Bhatia Award: Harish 
Khare, deputy chief of the New 
Delhi bureau of The Hindu. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
Awards: Educationist Matthew 
Panamkat and dancer Urmlla 
Nagar. 

Rajiv Gandhi National 
Sadbhavna Award: Lata 
Mangeshkar. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Awards: N. Kujarani Devi and 
Leander Paes. 

Saraswatl Samman, 1997: 
Manubhai Pancholi “Darshak”. 
Shankar Puruskar, 1997; 
Krishna Narain Prasad 
‘Magadha’ for his work. 

Vagdevi Saraswati. 

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
Awards, 1997; For physical 
sciences. Bikas Kanta 
Chakrabarti of the Saha 
Institute of Nuclear Physics, 
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Calcutta and Mlava 
Raychaudhuri of Calcutta 
University. For chemical 
sciences: Kankan Bhattacharya 
of Jadavpur University and 
Adusumilli Srikrishna of Indian 
Institutes of Science, 

Bangalore. For bidogical 
sciences. J. Gowrishankar of 
the Centra for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology and K.V. 
Subba Rao of International 
Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and 
Biotechnology (ICGE6), Delhi. 
For medical sciences: Vijay 
Kumar of ICGEB and Satish 
Gupta of National Institute of 
Imihunology, Delhi. For 
engineering sciences Devang 
V. Khakhar of Indian Institute 
of Technology, Mumbai. 
Vaehaspati Puruskar, 1997: 
Rewa Prasad Dwivedi for his 
work, Svalanryasambhavam. 
Vyas Sammani 1997: 

Kedarnath Singh, for his 
collection of poems Uttar Kabir 
Aur Anya Kavitayen. 


NTSRN&nNAL 

AWARDS 

Booker Prize, 1997: Arundhati 
Roy. for her first novel. The 
God of Smali Things. 

Earth Day Award, 1998: Father 
Thomas Kocherry of Kerala, 
Jack Wyland of the Iceland 
Expedition Educational group, 
John Anderson, an 
environment reporter and John 
Todd of Ocean Arks 
Intematbnal. 

Fukuoka Prize, 1997: Historian 
Romila Thapar. 

Gandhi Award, 1998: 
Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. The award is 
given by Mahatma Gandhi 
Foundation in Oslo. 

Gandhi Peace Prize, 1997: 
German social scientist 
Gerhard Fischer. 



Gokiman Envlromtmtai 
Prizes, 1996: M.C. Mehta. 
India: A. Ndyakira, Uganda; 
Albena Simeonova, Bulgaria; 
W.J. Ballantine, New Zealand; 
Edwin Bustillos, Mexico; and 
Marina Silva, Brazil. 

Indira Gamthi Prize for Peace, 
Olsarmamentand 
Development, 1997: US 
President Jimmy Carter. 
Magsayeay Awards, 1997: For 
Environment. Environment 
activist Mahesh Chander 
Mehta. For government 
sen/ice: Thailand's interim 
Prime Minister Anand 
Panyarachun. For international 
understanding: Japan's Sadako 
Ogata, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). For Journalism, 
literature and creative 
communication: Litterateur and 
social activist Mahasweta Devi. 
Mother Teresa Memorial 
Award: Baba Amte and Medha 
Patkar. 


Nobel Prizes, 1997: Paul D. 
Boyer, USA, John E. Walker, 
England and Jens C. Skou, 
Denmark (Chemistry); Robert 
C. Merton and Myron Schotes 
of USA (Economics); Dario Fo, 
an Italian playwright 
(Literature); Stanley Prusiner, 
USA (Medicine); The 
International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines and campaign co¬ 
ordinator Jody Williams, USA 
(Peace); Steven Chu, USA, 
Claude Cohen Tannoudji of 
France and William Phillips, 
USA (Physics). 

Pulitzer PrlMS, 1998: 

For loreign reporting: The New 
York Times. For public sen/ice: 
North Dakota Daily. 
Commentary Award: Mike 
AcAlary of the New York Daily 
News. Breaking news award: 
Los Angeles Times. 

For investigative reporting: 
Gary Cohn and Will 
England of the Baltimore 
Sun. 


Right Livelihood Prize, 199?: 
Mycle Schneider (France) and 
Jinzaburo Takagi (Japan) in 
recognition of their struggle . 
against the storage and 
transportation of ptutoriium in 
their countries; Paseph Ki- 
Zerbo (Burtcina Faso), in 
recognition of his work 
promoting a democratic and 
people-centred vision of 
Africa’s future; Cindy Duehring 
(USA) for her research and 
information work on chemical 
injuries; and Michael Succow 
(Germany) for his 
achievements in environmental 
conservation. 

Templeton Prize, 1997: 

Founder of the Indian spiritual 
movement, Pandurange Shastri 
Athavale. 

UNESCO Gandhi Award: 

Janet Jagan, a Chicago-born 
nurse in Guyana. 

World Statesman Award, 

1998’ K.R. Narayanan, 
President of India. 


Eiifiiniiiiis 

Bimal Roy Award, 1997: Cinematographer Dilip 
Gupta, who imparted visual beauty in Bimal Roy's 
films. 

Rlmfare Awards: Raja Hindustani ms adjudged 
the best film and also earned awanls for heart- 
throbs Amir Khan (best actor), Karishma Kapoor 
(best actress), Nadeem Shravan (best music 
director) and Udit Narayan (best male playback). 
The film had swept the popularity charts and was 
one of the biggest successes in an industry starved 
of hits. Manisha Koirala's petfonnance in Khamoshi 
won her the critics awards for best perfonmance. 
The film also won the critics award for best film 
while Kavita Krishnamurty bagged the best female 
singer award. The film Bandit Quern won the best 
director award for Shekhar Kapur and best 
cinematography award for Ashok Mehta. Lifetime 
Achievement Avmrds were given to Mumtaz and 
Dhannendra. 

Oadasaheb Phalke Award: Raj Kumar, the 
Kannada film actor, producer and singer. 

Panda Award (Green Oscar): Doordarshan’s 
series 'Living on the Edge*. The environmental 
series was produced by Uie brothers Nikhil and 
Niret Alva. 

Grammy Awards: Best msto pop vocaii' Elton John 
{Candekithe Wind). Best ferna/e pop vocait Sarah 
McLachlan. Best new artist. Paula Cole. Album of 
the Year. Bob Dylan. Best mate rock vocal: Bob 


Dylanr Song of the Year: Shawn Colvin. Lifetime 
Achievement Mills Brothers. Best contemporary 
folk album. Bob Dylan. Country female vocal: 
Trisha Yearwood. 

Oscar Awards: Tifan/c won 11 Oscars including 
Best Picture, Best Director and Best Original Song 
(My Heart Will Go On). The Best Actor and Actress 
Award went to Jack Nicholson and Helen Hunt 
respectively, for the movie. As Good As It Gets. 
Kim Basinger won the Best Supporting Actress 
award for L.A. Conhdentlal and Robin Williaim 
the Best Supporting Actor Award for Good Will 
Hunting. 

Polar Music Prize: India’s Ravi Shankar antj 
American Ray Charles. 

National Film Awards: Sweats Kamel tor best 
feature Him: Kannada film Thai Saheb by Girish 
Kasaravaili. Best popular film providing 
wholesome entertainment: DU to Page! Hai. 
Best director: Malyalee director Jayaraaj for 
Kaliyattam. Best actor: Balachandra Menon 
(Samaantharangal) and Suresh Gopi 
{Kaliyattam). Beet actresm tndrani Haider and 
Rituparna Sengupta (Dahan). Best supporting 
ectreas: Karishma Kapoor (or Oil to Pagal Hai. 
Beat aupporting actor: Prakash Raj for Tamil 
film, Inivar. Narnia DuH Award tor beat feature 
Him on national Integration: Border, directed 
by J.P. Outta. 
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People in News 


Balayogi, GantI 
Mohanachandra 

The first-ever Dalit Lok Sabha 
Speaker, Balayogi was first 
elected to the Lok Sabha in 1991, 
He was Minister of Higher 
Education till his election to the 
12th Lok Sabha. Born on October 
1.1951, he IS a post-graduate in 
arts and law. 

Boyer, Paul 

The US scientist in University of 
California, he is one of the 
recipients of the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry. His work showed how 
all living things, from bacteria to 
humans, make adenosine 
triphosphate (ATP), a tiny 
molecule that stores energy 

Chaturvedi, R.S. 

Recipient of the Vyas Samman 
for 199G he has written 21 books 
and made a name in literary 
criticism 

Chu, Steven 

One ot the recipients of the Nobel 
Prize lor Physics, Chu works in 
the Stanford University, USA He 
won the award for developing a 
way to trap atoms. 

Cohen-Tanoudji, Claude 

One of the winners of the Nobel 
Prize lor Physics Born in 
Algeria, he is a French citizen 
and works for the College de 
France and Ecole Normale 
Superieure. 

Devi, Mahasweta 

Winner of the 1996 Jnanpith and 

the Magsaysay award. Her book, 

Nazar Chaurasi Maa, was made 

into a film starring Jaya 

Bachchan. 


Fischer, Gerhard 
Germany's "Ambassador of 
Humanity" is the winner of the 
Gandhi Peace Prize for 1997. He 
retired prematurely from a 
diplomatic career and chose to 
work among leprosy patients in 
India. 

Fo, Dario 

Winner of the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. He is an Italian 
playwright noted for politically- 
oriented comedy. He has written 
several plays and one of the best 
known literary figures to win the 
Nobel Prize in recent years 

Ganesan, Sivaji 

Veteran actor and the recipient 
of the Dadasaneb Phalke Award 
He has acted in the main role in 
285 movies. He began acting at 
the age of six and is a living 
legend in Tamil cinema 

Jafri, Ali Sardar 

Urdu writer, who is the winner of 

the 33rd Jnanpith award tor 1997. 

Jalan, Bimal; 

Governor of the Reser/e P.'ink 
of India (RBI). He has hold 
several positions m the 
government and was India’s 
executive director on the board 
of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

Kalam, A.P.J. Abdul 

Pioneer of India s missile 
programme and scientific adviser 
to the Defence Minister, he is the 
winner ot the Bharat Ralna, i997 
Born on October 15, 1931. ne 
initially worked in ORDO and 
)Oined ISRO in 1953. He has 


been the driving force in the 
country's weaponisation pro¬ 
gramme. 

Kant, Kriahan 

Veteran freedom lighter and 
Gandhian, he is the tenth Vice- 
President of India. Born on 
February 28,1927, he had taken 
active part in the Quit India 
movement 

Khatami, Syed Mohammad 
The President of Iran A 
moderate, he made news by 
appointing a woman minister and 
his election raised hopes that 
Iranian society would gel over its 
obsession with Islamic 
hndamontalisis 
Malik, Gen Ved Prakash 
The Chief of Army Staff. Born on 
November 1, 1939, Gen Malik 
has been involved in all thea'res 
of counter-insuroency rpr'rn- 
tioiis, as well :is the irKF 
operations in Sri Lanka and 
Operation Cactus in Maldives. 
Merton, Robert 
The US economist v/t:o ic or.f- 
the winners of the Nobel Prize 
for Economics this year. A 
professor at the Harvard 
Business School, he helped 
devise a Inr.Tiula that laid the 
basis lor massive growth of 
markets in financial derivatives. 
Narayanan, K.R. 

Hi. IS India's first DaWf President 
Starting his career as a lecturer, 
he .noved to journalism and later 
won a Tala scholarship to the 
London School of Economics, He 
was Ambassador to China in 
1976 and later to USA He 


successfully contested the 
Ottapalam Lok Sabha seat In 
Kerala and senred as minister in 
several ministries. 

Pancholl, Manubhai ‘‘Darshak" 
Recipient of the Saraswati 
Samman, this Gujrati novelist 
was born on November 2, 1941. 
He has authored many books on 
Indian culture, tradition and 
historical perspective. 

Phillips, William 
The US physicist from tho 
National Institute of Standards 
and Technology in Maryland, he 
shares the Nobel Prize for 
Physics this year for developing 
a method to trap atoms 

Pol Pot 

Khmer Rouge leader and lormer 
Prime Minister of Cambodia 
(1975-78). a psychotic tyrant 
resprinsihlo for !hr dr;-ath upif 
2 iniliion Camuuciians. died on 
April 16.1998. He came to power 
in 1975 and set about 
transforming his country i :io his 
vi.S'Ori -in igr.'ir': ■it''';'..! 

Prusiner, Stanley 

Professor of biochemistry at the 
University of California, Prusiner 
discovered a protein that causes 
tho mad cow' d'Sciuse ann other 
brain-wasting conditions He has 
been awarded the Nobel Prize lor 
medicine lor his discovery of 
pnr.ns 

Punchhi, M.M. 

The new Chief Justice of India. 
He started puiclisi.'ig law m 
September, 1955 and became a 
public prosecutor of the Punjali 
and Haryana administration in 
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All, Arum Atflf 
A grait ftmdom flghtar, who had 
hoisted the tricolour at a pubilc 
lunotion In Bombay after a police 
crackdown during the Quit Indie 
movement In 1942, the Bharat 
Ratna awardee died in 1997 at 
the age o( 87 years. 

Anand, Chetan 

One of the stalwarts of Hindi films 
In the 50s and 60s. he founded 
Navketan Productions. Ho made 
several thought provoking films, 
including the country's first war 
film Haqeeqat. 

Karanth, Kota Shivarama 
Noted Kannada writer with 140 
t)Ooks to his credit, who won the 
Jnanpeeth Award in 1978. A 
champion of freedom of 
expression, he had returned his 
Padrmbhushan in protest against 
the Emergency. 

Khan, Uatad Nuarat Fateh All 
A music genius from Pakistan, 
he died on August 18,1997 at 
the age of 49. He perfoimed on 
movie eoundtracks like The Lest 
Temptktion of Christ and Dead 
Min WaHdng. Much loved in India 
as well, lie had provided the 
soundtrack for Bandit Queen and 
the latest hit, AurPyarHo Gaya. 

Kudalkar, Laxmikant 

One of the most popuiar music 
directors of our Hme, who died 
on May 25,1998. He was part of 


the highly successful Laxmikant' 
Pyarelal duo that gave their 
music to over 450 filnw spread 
over 35 years. 

Mahmood, Tsiat 
The original ghazal king, who is 
remembered for his soft romantic 
songs composed under top music 
directors. His songs still continue 
to be among chart busters of 
golden collections. 

Mother Teresa 

Among the most well- known and 
highly respected women of the 
worid. Mother 
Teresa, who 
died on 

September 
5,1997 was 
the founder 
of the 

religious 
order of the nuns, the 
Missionaries of Charity. She had 
dedicated her life to help the poor, 
the sick and the destitute. Her 
seUtess work brought her much 
acclaim and many awards, 
Including the Nobel Peace Prize 
In 1979. 

Namboodirlpad, EMS 
Vetetan CPI-M leader and former 
Kerala Chief Minister, he died on 
March 19, 1998 in Thlruvanan- 
thapuram at the age of 89. He 
headed the first Communist-led 
ministry in Kerala from 1957 to 
1959. 



Nanda, Quiaari Lai 
Twice Interim Prime Minister and 
the architect of India's First Five- 
Year Plan, Gulzarl Lai Nanda died 
on January 15,1998 at the age 
of 99. He was known for his 
simplicity and austerity. After 
Independence, he became the 
head of the first Planning 
Commission. He was awarded 
the Bharat Ratna in 1997. 

Om Prakash 

Veteran actor Om Prakash, who 
died on February 21, 1998, had 
acted as a comedian in many 
movies. He won accolades for his 
roles in movies like Julie, 
Lamris, Sharabi and Namak 
Hatal He had also produced 
several films. 

Robbins, Harold 
Writer of best-selling novels 
describing the life of the rich and 
famous, and one of the most 
popular writers of modern times. 
Many of his books have been 
made Into films. 

Spencer, DIena 

The Princess of Wales died in a 
car crash on August 31. 1997. 
She was married to Prince 
Charles, heir to the British throne, 
on July 29,1981 but the marriage 
ended in a divorce. She was 
Involved in a number of 
humanitarian causes, which 
endeared her to the people. 


1974. He was appointed 
Additional judge of the court in 
1979. He was elevated to the 
Supreme Court in 1989. 

Rana, Lt Col Shanti Swrup 
Born on September 17,1949, Lt 
Col Shanti Swrup Rana has been 
honoured with the Ashok 
Chakra. He was commissioned 
on June 11, 1977 in the Bihar 
Regiment. He destroyed the well 
fortified hideouts of terrorists in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
exhibited exemplary courage 
and bravery. 


Roy, Arundhatl 
Winner of the 1997 Booker Prize 
for her first novel. The God of 
Small Things. She became the 
first Indian to receive the award. 

Scholes, Myron 
A Canada-born professor 
emeritus at the Stanford 
Business School, USA, he shares 
the Nobel Prize for Economics, 
1997. He helped devise a 
mathematical formula that helps 
measure the worth of stock 
options. 


Skou, Jena 

A scientist at the Aarhus 
University in Denmark, he is one 
of the recipients of the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry, 1997. He 
discovered an enzyme in living 
things that works like a pump to 
maintain the balance of sodium 
and potassium in living cells. 

Subbulakshml, M.S. 
Renowned Carnatic vocalist and 
recipient of the Bharat Ratna in 
1998, she has become a legend 
for her rendition of bhajans and 


classical music. She had earlier 
won the Magsaysay award as well 
as the Padma Bhushan and 
Padma Vibhushan. 

Subraminlim, C. 

Winner of the 1998 Bharat Ratna, 
he held many portfolios at the 
Centre. He has been the 
Governor of Maharashtra and 
after 1977, he withdrew from 
active politics. He had heralded 
the green revolution in the 
country during the sixties as the 
Agriculture Minister. 

Tung Chee-Hwa 
The chief of the Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) of 
Hong Kong. A boyhood refugee 
from China, the 60-year old 
Tung is a shipping tycoon and 
represents the colonial elite in 
the region. Under Tung, Hong 
Kong continued with its 
economic freedom but curtailed 
some civil liberties that harm 
the communist system of China. 

Vajpayee, Atal Beharl 

India's 12th Prime Minister. He 
was External Affairs Minister in 
the 1977 Janata Party 
government and later leader of 
the Opposition in Parliament. 
He was born on Christmas Day 
in 1926 at Gwalior and became 
a member of the RSS while a 
student. He has lent a liberal 
and tolerant face to the BJP. 
He was the first-ever Indian 
minister to have addressed the 
UN General Assembly in Hindi. 
An erudite politician, social 
worker, orator, poet and 
journalist. In 1994, he has also 
won the best parliamentarian 
award. A former editor of Veer 
Arjun, he has entered the l.ok 
Sabha for the eighth time and 
has been a member of the 
Rajya Sabha twice. 

Walker, John 

A scientist at the Medical 
Research Council Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology, Cambridge, 
he shares the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry, 1997, for his work 
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on the energy molecule, ATP. 
Williams, Jody 
Campaign co-ordinator of the 
International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL), she is the 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
1997. Due to her efforts, 
attention was drawn to the 
problem of landmines which kill 
and injure thousands of people 
all over the world. Her efforts led 
to a landmark conference in Oslo 
to outlaw anti-personnel mines. 

ACHIEVERS 


Andrew Grove 

Chief on Intel, who was chosen 
ns Time's Man of the Year. 

Annie Thomas 

The Delhi-based model who was 
crowned Miss India-World. 

Chawla, Kalpana 

The first Indian woman to go into 
space witn the US space shuttle 
Columbia, on November 19, 
1997, The Karnal born, 37-y6ar 
old aerospace engineer was part 
ot a 16-day research mission in 
space 


Diana Hayden 

The Indian beauty from Andhra 
Pradesh, who became Miss 
World, 1997. 

Elton John 

The singer who moved the world 
with his tribute to Princess Diana, 
Candle in the Wind, received 
knighthood from Queen 
Elizabeth-ll. 

Gaurav Ghei 

First Indian in recent history to 
qualify for the British Open Golf 

Jamel Balhi 

The French photographer who 
walked 12,000 km from Paris to 
Lhasa, capturing on film the 
images and characters of diverse 
socio-religious landscapes. 

James Cameron 

Director of the Titanic, which 
/bagged 11 Oscars and became 
/the highest grosser of alt times. 

John Glenn 

US Senator and the first 
American to orbit the earth, he 
will become the oldest man in 
space. Glenn, 76, had offered to 
NASA as an in-space subject for 
tests on the human ageing 
process. 

Kamlahasan 

The versatile actor who earned 
accolades and was named Best 
Actor, 1996 by the National 
Feature Film jury, for his role in 
the Tamil film, Indian 
(Hindustani). 

Lymaralna D’Souza 

Trie Mumbai beauty was crowned 


Palmolive Femina Miss India- 
Un'iverse, 1998. 

Mahesh Bhupatl 

The Indian tennis player who 
partnered Japan's Rika Hiraki to 
win the French Open mixed 
doubles title. He became the first 
Indian to make it to the finals ot 
a Grand Slam event. 

Masadur Rahman Baidya 
The first orthopaedically 
handicapped Asian swimmer to 
cross the English Channel. 

Michael Foale 

American astronaut who stayed 
145 days in the Russian space 
station Mir and returned on 
October 7.1997. 

Mikhail Gorbachev 
Former President of the Soviet 
Union, who has signed an 
advertising campaign agreement 
with the American food giant. 
Pizza Hut. 

Radhouane Cherbeb 
The Tunisian, who has been 
recognised as the world's tallest 
person by the Guinness Book of 
World Records. 

Rakeah Gangwal 

He was appointed as chief 
executive of US Ainivays. 

Hrishiketh Yadav 

Leader of the first Indian civilian 
expedition to Mount Everest. 

Ravi Shankar 

Sitar maestro, who was among five 
persons selected for the Paemeium 
Impenale Award given tor lifetime 
achievement in the arts. 


f*ffirAiAi ovanini Futpun 


Richard Seed 

The US scientist, who has 
announced plans to done humans. 
He has been doing research on 
fertility issues for two decades. 
Rupall Repale 

The 16-year old class 11 student 
of Mumbai, who entered the 
Guinness Book of Records for 
becoming the youngest swimmer 
to swim 6 channels in different 
parts of the world, the last being 
Cook Strait in New Zealand. 

Sqn Leader Sanjay Thapar 
The lAF officer, who created a 
world record by sky diving wHh a 
national flag measuring 2,226 
square feet. He is also the first ‘ 
Indian to sky dive at North Pole. 

Surekha Shankar Yadav 

The first lady locomotive driver. 
Tathagat Avtar Tula! 

The 10V,! year old genius, whom 
the court allowed permission to 
appear in all three years of the 
B.Sc. (Physics) examinations 
simultaneously, held by Patna 
University. 

Tom Whittaker 

The US climber, who had tost his 
right loot in a car accident 19 years 
ago, and became the first disabled 
person to scale Mount Everest. 
Vlthika Agarwal 
The Bangalore beauty who has 
been crowned Miss India Asia- 
Pacific. 

Wendy Fitzwilliam 

The Miss Universe 1990 from 

Trinidad and Tobago. 
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A Tryst With Destiny 
Stanley Wolpert’s biography of 
Jawaharlal Nehru alleged 
homosexual encounters and a 
flight with Edwina Mountbatten. 

Accidental Death of an 
Anarchist, MIstero Buffo 

Plays written by Dario Fo, the 
winner of the Nobel Prize for 
Literature this year. 

Baby and Child Care 

Published in 1946 and written by 
Dr Benjamin Spock, who died on 
March 17, 1998, the book 
became a best-seller because of 
its practical theories of child care. 
The book has been translated 
into 39 languages and sold nearly 
50 million copies 
Bofors: The Ambassador's 
Evidence 

B.M. Oza, who was India's 
Ambassador to Sweden from 
1984-88, describes his 
experiences regading the Bofors 
controversy. 

Canvas of Life 

A collection of poems by Mrs 
Sheila Guiral 

Godrej: A Hundred Year 
The story of the family with one 
of the most successful and 
diversilicd industrial empire by B 
K. Karanpa. 

Hijra ek Mard 

Written by Kishor Shanli 8ai Kale 
the novel has bagged an award 
from Ihi' Instiluto lor 

Rose- !’::l'. Sex Ediiration 

Inside the CBl 

Written by former director of the 
CBl Jogindc.r Singh, the book 
gives an iiisicle view of the 
country’s premier investigating 
agency 

Kashmir Diary: Psychology of 
Militancy 

Written by General Agun Ray. 
who was in-charge of the anti¬ 
militancy operations in the 
Kashmir Valley in 1993-95, the 
book heralded an unprecedented 
example of a serving olficer being 
allowed to write about a current 
conflict 


Round-up 



Kurukshetra 

This Gujarati novel has been 
written by Manubhai Pancholi 
“Darshak", the winner of the 
Saraswati Samman for 1997. 

Love and Longing in Bombay 
Written by Vikram Chandra, this 
book of short stories set in 
Bombay won the Best Book 
Award of the Commonwealth 
Writers Prize for the Eurasia 
region. 

Nai Duniya Ko Salam, Pathar 
ki Deewar 

These are some of the books 
written by Ali Sardar Jafri. the 
winner of the Jananpilh Award 
this year. 

Nice Guys Finish Second 

Memoirs of former civil servant 
B.K. Nehru, an account of the last 
50 years. 

Price of Partition 

Written by Rafiq Zakaria. the 
book recollects and reflects the 
events loadinn to the partilioti n' 
India in 1947. 

Pride of India 

The story of Miss Indias and their 
lives, by former beauty queen 
Persis Khambatta 

Rediscovering Ganohi 
Yogesh Chadha's book tried to 
demythify Gandhi but failed to 
add anything new. 

Ritu Ka Pehia Phool 
A collection of poems by Vijendra. 
the winner of the Bihari Puruskar. 

Scenes From a Writer's Life 
The autobiography of English 
writer Ruskin Bond desenbes his 
first 21 years, including going, to 


England, his struggle to find a 
publisher and his yearning to 
come back to India. 

Surviving Men 

Written by Shobha De, it is the 
"smart woman's guide to staying 
on top" and reflects the shifting 
gender relationships in India. 

The Calcutta Chromosome 
A thriller by Amilav Ghosh about 
the quest for a malaria cure, the 
book won the Arthur C Clarke 
Award of the British Science 
Fiction Foundation 
The Dark Side of Camelot 
Symour Hersh's book on John 
Kennedy makes fresh allegations 
about the sexual prdwess and 
links with the underworld. 

The God of Small Things 
Winner of the Booker Prize 
winner Arundhali Roy Set in 
Kerala in the late 60s, it is a 
story of Rahel .’’nd her twm 
brother. Estha The book has 
l,ecn acci.umO'; .’,1 over the 
world. 

The Insider 

Written by former Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. it is a novel 
which provides a window on the 
world of politics 

The Knights of Falsehood 

K P.S. Gill’s Dook provides an 
insight into his way of thinking 
and the basis on which he led 
the Punjab police to one of 
the most spectacular 
victories over insurgency and 
terrorism. 

The Language of Harappans 

Written by Malati J. Shendge, the 


book says that the language of 
the Indus Valley Civilisation was 
‘Akkadian” and not proto- 
Dravidian, as is generally 
believed. 

The Politics of Backwardness 
A collection of papers on caste, 
edited by V.A. Pai Panandiker. 

The Ritual Art of Teywim and 
Bhutaradhane 

Written by Sila K. Nambiar, it 
goes into the practice of men 
acquiring divine powers to voice 
prophecies which common folk 
hear and obey. 

The Thirst for Freedom 
The three-volume epic novel 
written by C.S. Challappa, it 
traces the freedom struggle 
under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi and has Tamil Nadu and 
Madurai as the backdrop. 

Until Darkness 

A memoir ol the mistress of the 
Shah of Iran which exposes her 
tumultuous relationship with him, 
by Parvine Ghafari. 

War Minus the Shooting 
An account ol the World Cup and 
some ol the issues thrown up by 
It, by Mike Marqusee. 

Whispers of the Desert 

A book of poetry by Fatima Bhutto 
dedicated to her father Mir 
Murlaza Bhutto, the brother of 
Benazir Bhutto, who was killed in 
a controversial police shootout 
last year 

Worshipping False Gods 
Arun Shourie's book, which 
created a controversy because 
of its exposure of B R 
Ambedkar's role in the freedom 
movement. 

India's Economic Crisis—The 
Way Ahead 

Written by RBI Governor Bimaf 
Jalan. it is an analysis ol the 
Indian economy. 

The Proudest Day 
Written by David Fisher, it 
describes the events which 
turned Macaulay's dream 
into a "bloody reality" of 
1947. 
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jmiLEncs 

All India Inter¬ 
state aanior 
championahip 

Karnataka won 
the team honours in 
tx>th men and women’s 
sections, followed by Kerala in 
the 37th All India Inter-State senior 
athletics championship held at 
Bangalore B N Sumavathy was 
adjudged as best athlete of the 
meet, while Ajit Kumar emerged 
as the fastest athlete 


I" 


Pune International 
Marathon 

The husband wife team of 
Echchadlimy Tahar and Akarachi 
Zahra of Belgium won the men 
and women sections respectively 
in the 14th Thums Up Pune 
International Marathon Zahra did 
the women s half marathon (21 
km) in a new record time of 
1 16 4? 

World Athletics 
Championships 

The sixth Vvorld Athletics 
Championships were inaugurated 
at the 2300-year old Panathinaikon 
stadium in Greece on August 2 
1997 A show of Greek culture and 
civilisation was staged, escorted 
by tunes of Oscar-winning Greek 
composer Vangelis The country 
also wahted to show that it could 
hold the Olympics in 2004 IOC 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch and mayors of the 
four other bidding cities were in 
attendance at Athens to watch the 
spectacle The stadium had been 
built in 330-329 BC for the 
Panathenean Games 


BJUIMIIITON 

All India Open 
Badminton 
championship 

Pullela Gopi 
ChandandApama 
PopatwontheBPL 
All India Open Badminton singles 
titles held al New Delhi 

National Badminton 
Championships 

Pullela Gopichand retained 
his title in the 62nd Bristol Senior 
National Badminton Champion¬ 
ships held at Hyderabad In the 
women s singles Aparna Popat 
bagged her maiden National 
title 

Men's doubles Vinod Kumar 
andRajeevBagga Laaes doubles 
Madhuimta Bisht and Sinr^u Gulati 
Mixed doubles Vinod Kumar and 
Madhumita Bisht 

Thomas Cup 

Indonesia won the 11th 
Thomas Cup title with doubles pair 
Candra Wijaya and Budiarto Sigit 
beating Malaysia in the finals played 
at Hong Kong 

Uber Cup 

World champion Ye Zhaoying 
led China to a victory over holders 
Indonesia to a record sixth Uber 
Cup success in the match played 
at Hong Kong 

BJLSNETBJIU 

Federation Cup 

R a 1 1 w a y s ( 
emerged women's 
champions m the 14th 
Federation Cup Basketball held at 


Palakkad 

BODY BDIIOING 

National Body-Building 
Championahip 

Railways won the overall team 
rs in the 37th senior National 
Body-building Championship held at 
Hyderabad 

BOXINB 

World Heavyweight Title 

Ruslan Chagaev, winner of the 
1997 World Amateur Boxing 
Championships was stopped off 
his title after being disqualified for 
being an ineligible professional 
Cuba’s Felix Savon was awarded 
the gold medal, his sixth world 
heavyweight title 

CHESS 

Asian Zonal Women's title 
International women master 
Vijayalakshmi Subaraman clinched 
the Asian zonal women ches° title 
defeating her team-niate Swati 
Ghate 

Credit Suisse Masters 

India s Vishwanath Anand won 
the Credit Suisse Masters Chess 
ToumamentheldatBiel Switzerland 
Anatoly Karpov of Russia drew the 
match allowing Anand to win ttie 
tournament 

FIDE World Chess 
Championship 




/ 

/ 


Anatoly Karpov of Russia 
. j defeated Vishwanath Anand and 
I I J retained his FIDE World Chess 
Championship, played In New 
Detil 




international Grandmaster 

Eight times National chess 
champion Praveen Thipsay was 
declared the international 
grandmaster He followed 
grandmasters V Anand and 
Dibyendu Barua in cornering the 
coveted honour 

Torneo Magistral 

Viswanathan Anand won the 
Torneo Magistral crown with a draw 
against World Number Nine Peter 
Svidler of Russia to bag his third 
super category title held at Madnd 

World Chess Championship 

Viswanathan Anand earned he 
second world chess title in the World 
Chess Championship at Groningen 

CBICKET 

Challenger Trophy 

India A lost to the Ajay 
Jadeja-led India Seniors in the 
Challenger Cup played al Mumbai 

Champions Trophy 

England beat West Indies to 
lift the Akai-Singer Champions 
Trophy cnckel tournament played 
at Sharjah India and Pakistan were 
the other two teams which 
participated in the tournament 

Coca Cola Cup triangular 
cricket 

Sachin Tendulkar scored his 
16th one<lay hundred against Kenya 
to help India win the Coca Cola 
triangular endtet tournament played 
at Eden Garden, Calcutta 

Cooch Behar Trophy 

Bengal beat Uttar Pradesh by 
virtue of better run-rate to win the 
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Al Incfia Cooch Behar(u-19) cricket 
trophy, played at New Delhi. 

Deodhar Trophy 

North Zone beat East Zone to 
lift the Deodhar Trophy played al 
Panajl. 

Duleep Trophy 

The DuleepTrophy was shared 
by West and Central zone, with 
West zone winning custodial rights 
for the first six months. The match 
was played at Chennai. 

Independence Cup 

India won the Independence 
Cup beating Pakistan at the Dhaka 
Stadium In Bangladesh. Hosts 
Bangladesh had been earlier 
eliminated in the three-nation 
tournament. 

Irani Trophy 

Mumbai beat Rest of India to 
win the Irani trophy match played 
at Mumbai. 

Pepsi Cup 

Australia won the three-nation 
Pepsi series Cup when they 
defeated India in the final match 
played at Delhi. The third 
participating team was 
Zimbabwe. 

Ranji Trophy 

Karnataka defeated Uttar 
Pradesh in the Ranji Trophy match 
playad at Bangalore. 

Sahara Cup 

India won Ine Sahara Cup 
4-1. played in Toronto. 

Donald's 200 wickets 

Fast bowler Allan Donald 
became the first South African to 
take 200 Test wickets in the second 
and final Test against Sri Lanka 
played at Pretoria. South African 
captain Hansic Cronje slammed the 
second fastest 50 in Test history 
(in 31 balls). 

The Ashes 

England pulled off an amazing 
victory al The Oval, beating 
Australia by 19 runs. 


Vizzy Trophy 

North Zone retained the Vizzy 
Trophy for the second consecutive 
year after beating West Zone in the 
final played at Amritsar. 

Wame’s 300 wickets 

Leg spinner Shane Wame 
became the 13th bowler and the 
second Australian after Dennis Ullse 
to take 300 Test wickets in his 63rd 
Test, played against South Africa 
in Sydney. He is the second 
youngest cricketer to reach 300 
wickets at 28 years, the youngest 
being Kapil Dev, who holds a record 
434 wickets. 

Wills Trophy 

Mumbai beat Board President's 
XI to win their fifth Wills Trophy 
match, played at Lucknow. 

Wisden trophy 

West Indies beat England in 
the sixth Cable and Wireless cricket 
Test played at St John's (Antigua), 
to retain the Wisden trophy they 
have held since 1973. 

Women's World Cup 

Australia beat New Zealand 
by five wickets to lift the Hero 
Honda Cup in the women’s title, 
played in Calcutta New Zealand 
will host the next women's cricket 
Woild Cup in December, 2000 while 
South Africa would host the next 
one in 2004. 

FOOTBJkll 

B.C. Roy Trophy 

Bihar won the B.C. Roy 
Trophy in the 
national junior ^ "■Bill 
football 
championship 
heldatMandi, jjv 
beating 
Assam. \ ( 




Durand Cup 

FC Kochin beat Calcutta’s 
Mohun Bagan in the final of the 
Durand Cup played at Ambedkar 
Stadium in New Delhi. 

European Cup 

Real Madrid became the 
European champions for the 
seventh time when they defeated 
Juventus in the European Cup 
final played at Amsterdam. 

Federation Cup 

Salgaocar Club of Goa beat 
defending champions East Bengal 
to regain the Kalyani Black Label 
Federation Cup at the Salt Lake 
Stadium in Calcutta. 

National Women's Football 

Manipur became the National 
Women’s football champions when 
they beat Bengal 2-l in the final 
played at Barasal. 

Santosh Trophy 

Bengal won the Santosh trophy 
for the fifth consecutive time after 
beating Goa in the final played at 
Guwahatl. ■*- 

South Aslan Federation 
Football Championship 

India outplayed Maldives to 
regain the South Asian Federation 
Football Championship title at the 
Dashrath Stadium in Kathmandu. 






DCM Football 

Cup J 

Mohun Bagan beat the Tata 
Football Academy 2-0 to claim the 
DCM Football Cup for the first time. 
The match was played at New 


National Winter Games 

The National Winter Games 
was organised in Gulmarg by 
X. the Winter Games 
Federation of India and the 
J&K Olympic Association, 
B under the umbrella of Indian 
-Y’ I Olympic Association. The 
next winter games will be 
Br heldinManaiiin2000. 

Winter Olympics 

The 18th Winter Olympics 
were held at Nagano, Japan, on 
February 8-22,1998. Nearly 4,000 
athletes from 72 countnes took part. 


The opening ceremony was maiked 
by a five-continent symphony 
conducted by Seiji Ozawa. 
Germany bagged the maximum 
number of medals: 29, including 
12 golds. 

60LF 

British Open 

Justin Leonard became the 
fifth American in a row to win the 
British Open at Royal Troon, when 
he beat Sweden's Jasper 
Pamevik. 

Hero Honda Masters 

Ted Purdy of the US won the 
Omega Tour's Hero Honda Masters 
beating Gaurav Ghei to claim the 
first place. The match was played 
at the Delhi Golf Club. 

Indian Open 

Feroz Ali won the Classic 
Indian Open tournament played 
in Calcutta. He became the third 
home player to win the Indian 
Open after P.G. Biloo Sethi in 
1965 and Ali Sher in 1991 and 
1993. 

Johnnie Waiker Classic 

Tiger Woods of USA beat 
defending champion Ernie Els of 
South Africa to win the Johnnie 
Walker Classic at Phuket. 
Thailand. 

Mercedes Championships 

Phil MIckelson beat David 
Duval and held off Tiger Woods to 
win the Mercedes Championsip for 
the second time in five years. The 
match was held at Carlsbad, 
California. 

Ryder Cup 

Five of the European team's 
members secured a win over 
America in the Ryder Cup, played 
atValderrama. 

HOGKfY 

Champions Trophy 

Germany beat Australia in the 
gold medal final of the Champions 
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Trophy field hockey logmament held 
at Adelaide Spam beat the 
Netherlands 2-1 for the bronze 
medal and Pakistan beat South 
Korea for fifth place 

Federation Cup 

Services beat National 
Games champions Punjab to regain 
the Federation Cup hockey title at 
Begumpet Stadium at Hyderabad 

Junior World Cup Hockey 
Championship 

In^ were beaten by Australia in 
the Junior World Cup Hockey 
Championship played at Milton 
Keynes 

Wbrid Cup 

Netherlands won the ninth 
men s World Cup by beating 
Spam in the tournament played 
at Utrecht It was the third 
World Cup success for 
Netherlands alter 1973 and 
1990 Australia retained the 


women’s World Cup hockey title 
after a win over the 
Netherlands m the finals 

Akai Cup 
The final of 
the six-nation Akai 
Cup Polo touma ment in New Delhi 
was played in driving ram and had 
to be abandoned after the first 
chukker India and United 
Kingdom ware declared Joint 
champions as the ground 
conditions became dangerous and 
the match had to be abandoned 

SNOOKER / 

National Snooker \ 

Championship 

Dovendra Joshi of Maharashtra 
beat Ashok ShancMiya of Ratoys to 
claim the title in the National Snooker 
Championship held at Calcutta 


World Championship 

John Higgins of Scotland 
claimed the world title by beating 
defending champion Ken Doherty 
in the final match played at 
Shetfield, England 

SQOASN 

Mahindra International 
Challenge 

Peter Nicol completed a 
hat-tnck of title wins in the 
Mahindra International 
Challenge squash tournament 
when he outplayed world no 1 
Jansher Khan of Pakistan in 
kv the final match played at 
- ~ ^ Mumbai 

" ^ National Squash 
Championship 

AkhfBeN from Mumbai became 
the new National Squash Champion 
alter beating defending champion 
Aijun Singh of Delhi in the India 


Cements National Squash 
Championship held at Chennai 
Mekhia Subedar darned her maiden 
singles title in the women's finals 


World Swimming 
Championship 

USA led the gold medal tally 


with 14 golds, including 4 won by 
Jenny Thompson, their best in 20 
years m the World Swimming 
championships held at Perth 
Australia was second with 7 gold 
medals Polish-bom Michael Klim 
equalled Thompson s record of 4 
medals and both were honoured as 
performers of the meet China, 
which had topped in the 1994 meet 
in Rome could get only 3 medals 
Its swimmer Yuan Yuan got a 4- 
year ban when vials of human 
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growth hormone was seized from 
her her coach Zhou Zhewen was 
banned for 15 years 

HNNIS 

Australian Open A - 

World champion Martina ^ • 
Hmgis beat Conchita Martinez ^ I 
to retain her Australian Open ^ 
title played at Melbourne She i 
became the youngest player 
to successfully defend a Grand 
Slam title Czech veteran Petr 
Korda beat Marcelo Rios of 
Chile in straight sets to claim 
his first Grand Slam 
tournament title 

China Open ATP 
Tournament 

Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi won the doubles title at the 
Chna OpenATPtoumamentr Being 

Davis Cup 

India beat Chile in the five- 
match Davis Cup tie Mahesh 
Bhupathi beat Gabriel Silberstein to 
give India a victory in the match 
played at New Delhi 

Dubai Open 

Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi cinched the doubles crown 
in the $ 1 million Dubai Open tennis 
tournament beating Amencan pair of 
Don Johnson andFiansfioo Montana 

Evert Cup 

Martina Hingis won her second 
title of the year with a victory over 
second seuu and defending 
champion Lindsay Davenport in the 
final of the Evert Cup played at 
Indian Weils 

Gold Flake Open 

US Open champion Patrick 
Rafter of Australia beat reigning 
champion Mikael Tillstrom of 
Sweden to win the men s singles 
title of the Gold Flake Open ATP 
world tour championship played at 
Chennai Mahesh Bhupathi and 
Leander Paes retained the 
doubles titlr' by beatinq Oliver 
Delataire (France) and Mat Mirnyi 
(Belarus) 


Grand Siam Cup 

Pete Sampras beat US Open 
champion Patrick Rafter to win the 
Grand Slam Cup played at Munich 

Heinakan Opan 

I N World No 5 Leander 
^*""1 Paes and Mahesh Bhi^thi 
iCr won their sixth doubles title 
by beating Rick Leach and 
7 Jonathan Staikof US m the 

Heineken Open doubles 
tournament held atSngapoie 

itaiian Opan 

Martina Hingis beat 
Venus Williams to capture 
the day court Italian Open played 
at Rome LeanderPaesandMahesh 
Bhupathi won their second Super-9 
title of their career when they beat 
Ellis Ferreira of South Afnca and 
Rick Leach of the USA in the final 

National graascourt tennia 
championahip 

Uzma Khan was crowned the 
National Champion in the women's 
singles final of the National 
grasscourtdiampionships, played 
at Dulijan In the men s final 
German Marcus Hilpert emerged as 
the champion 

National Hard Court Tennis 
Championship 

Vasudeva Reddy of Andhra 
Pradesh defeated Nitin Kirtane of 
Maharashtra in the men s singles of 
the national hard court tennis 
championship held at Mumbai 

Pilot Pen tennis tournament 

Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi won the title in the $ 1 04 
nvllion Pilot Per tennis tournament 
by beating Sebastian Lareau of 
Canada and Alex 0 Brian of the US 

Shriram Open 

Gaurav Ndiekar and Asif 
Ismail both of Maharashtra, were 
declared men’s singles lomt winners 
m the AfTA tour Shniani Open tennis 
championship at New Delhi 

US Open 

Australia s Patrick Rafter beat 
Baton Greg Rusedski to win the US 


Open tMe played in New York. Maitna 
Hmgis earned the nickname of The 
can't mas Swiss” with a win over 
Amencan Venus Williams to claim 
her third major title of the year 

Wimbledon 

Pete Sampras won his fourth 
singles title at Wimbledon and 10th 
GrandSlamtitle beatng Frenchman 
Cedric Ploline Australians Tood 
Woodbndge and Mark Woodforde 
won their fifth straight Wimbledon 
men'sdouble title equalng a record 
set almost a century ago In 
women's doubles, the team of 
American Gigi Fernandez and 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus won 
their fourth Wimbledon doubles titles 
and the'r 14th Grand Slam as a 
team They defeated American 
NK»le Arendt and Manon Boltegraf 
of the Netherlands 

World Team Cup 

Nicolas Kiefer beat Petr Korda 
to help Germany win against the 
Czech Republic in the final of the 
$1 9 million team event played at 
Dussektoif It was Germany’s third 
tnumph m the event following wins 
in 1989 and 1994 

VOIIEYBAU* 

international Volleyball 
Championship 

India won the Rashid 


International Volleyball Cham¬ 
pionship played at Dubai, for the 
third year in a row, when they beat 
hosts United Arab Emirates 

National Voiieybail 
Championships 

Kerala won the National 
volleyball men's title defeating 
Punjab in the final at 
Vishakhapatnam 

Federation Cup 

Punjab Police beat Indian 
Overseas Bank, Chennai, to win 
the men's title The women's title 
was won by Indian Railways who 
defeated Kerala 


Asian Weightiifting 
Championship 

China maintained their 
domination in the Asian Weight 
lifting Championship held at 
Yangzhou Karnam Malleswari 
earned the first gold for India 
alongwith two silvers in the 
women s 59 kg class 

World Weightlifting 
Championships 

China s Meng Xianjuan broke 
the world record in the clean and 
jerk 54 kg class and won 3 golds in 
the World Weightlifting Champion 
ship held in Thailand 
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DEFENCE 

Taskforce okays formation of 
National Security Council 

T he high-level task force set up by the 
Union government has recommended 
the formation of a National Security 
Council (NSC) which, it says, should 
comprise a cabinet committee on national 
security chaired by the Prime Minister, 
with a Cabinet-rank national security ad¬ 
viser. 

The task force's report was presented 
to the Prime Minister on June 25,199S. K.C. 
Pant, former Defence Minister and Finance 
Commission ex-chairman, headed the task 
force. It also had Jaswant Singh, deputy 
chairman of the Planning Commission, as 
a member and Jasjit Singh, director of the 
Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses, 
as its convener. 

The task force said that it met nearly 
230 officials, ex-officials and experts and 
they were unanimous on having a system 
for managing national security in an inte¬ 
grated and coherent manner, e.specially so 
after the May 11 Pokhran nuclear blasts 
and the world-wide reaction that h)l- 
lowed. According to the recommenda¬ 
tions, the national security adviser should 
have three divisions reporting to him. One 
to work on long-term strategic plamiing 
<ind making of strategy; the second divi¬ 
sion to coordinate decision-making and 
monitoring ot policy implementation; and 
the tliird to coordinate intelligence assess¬ 
ment for national security planning and 
management 

Joint boards will examine options and 
integrate the approaches to planning, co¬ 
ordination and intelligence assessments. It 
ij firm on keeping tlie proposed body's size 
"to the barest minimum". The six minis- 



Economic Nows 


Rupee nport credit rste cut te 

Thfl Reserve Bank of India's governor, Mr Bimal Jalan, unveiled the Part C of the 
budget on June 11,1998, announcing a series of measures aimed at taming bear in 
the Indian markets. He sent a welcome signal to exporters by offering them a om-time> 
4.5 percentage point slash in the nipee export credit rate, from 11 per cent to 6.6 per cant 
for all incremental exports over the base year level of 1997-96. He also slashed the export 
refinance rate available to banks from 9 per cent to 4 per cenl He pointed out that the 
sop to exporters was aimed at pushing export growth to the 20 per cent targets set by the 
bu^et. 

The RBI has also allowed Foreign Institutional Investors (Fils) to buy fonward covers 
for their incremental equity investments in the country. The move Is expected to hopefully 
induce Fils, which have turned net sellers on account of rupee depredation, to hedge their 
fresh exposures and not exit with every laH In the exchange rate. 

The aftermath of sanctions and the widening of spreads on Indian debt overseas has 
also crossed the governor's mind. In a move that would push up Indian paper prices 
abroad and puH down spreads on Indian risk, the RBI has allowed financiai instiluHons to 
buy back their own and other Indian paper overseas. 

Banks faced some problem, however, as it was seen that in the new measures 
announced by the RBI, there was no clarity as to how the individual banks would be able 
to determine an exporters’ incremental export for offering rupee export credit at concessional 
interest rate of 6.5 per cent. 


tries concerned with security-related issues 
will continue their existing work; the NSC 
will facilitate the coordination. 

The task force's recommendations 
are based on two decisions. One, national 
security is not just about the military It 
includes the fields of domestic peace, 
economic well-being and financial viabil¬ 
ity, trade policy, technological strength 
and foreign policy. Two, the NSC must 
be "firmly situated in our constitutional 
and political framework... this 
organisation, therefore, should function 
within the government and be answer¬ 
able to our cabinet and parliamentary 
system". 

This is the second high-level attempt 
to have an NSC. When VP. Singh became 
Prime Minister in his govern¬ 

ment announced its acceptance of the 
concept. Hut it didn't do much to trans¬ 
late the concept into action. The four 
successive governments didn't do much, 
eilher. The Bharatiy.) Janata Party had 
promised—in its poll manifesto—to set 
up the NSC. In fact, it had said the NSC, 
when foimcd, would review the nuclear 
option. With India declaring itself a 
"nuclear-weapons State", experts are 
pressing for what are ttimed "sound 
command and control systems". 


USA-INDIA 

US sanctions outlined 

T he United States authorities formally 
outlined the economic sanctions 
against India on June 19, 1998, which 
broadly mean that no official US agency or 
conunercial banks will lend to the Indian 
government, although the Finance Minis¬ 
ter Yashwant Sinha has said that it was not 
clear how the US banks would interpret 
the sanctions. According to the US authori¬ 
ties 'quasi government companies' can 
access money from US banks. This defini¬ 
tion ".’ould mean that Indian public sector 
companies and banks will be able to access 
money from American banks. The US .lu- 
thorities would further detine what is 
meant by 'quasi government billies'. 

Die US authorities have given a real¬ 
istic picture of the impact of sanctions and 
put the economic cost to India at a little 
over $ 2 billion. This is closer to the assess¬ 
ment made by the finance ministry some 
time ago in response to a claim by the US 
government that the total impact would 
be in the region of $ 20 billion. Mr Yashwant 
Sinha has said that India can easily absorb 
the cost of sanctions by finding alternative 
sources of finance. 

The biggest component of the cost of 
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sanctions outlined by the US government 
is the $ 1.17 billion worth of loan propos¬ 
als from multilateral agencies wfiich are 
being postponed with the support of 
other developed countries. Besides the $ 
1.17 worth of loat», the US authorities 
have given details of other areas where 
sanctions will come into force. It says 
pending fmancing proposals worth $ 500 
million by the US exim bank will not go 
through. In short, die following are pos¬ 
sible: 

■ Power Grid Company may be denied 

$ 450 m loan. 

■ IREDA may be deprived of $ 130 
million assistance. 

■ Haryana may not receive a $ 270 
million loan for a highway project. 

■ A diversified UP government com¬ 
pany may be denied $ 130 million 
assistance. 

Moreover, financing for several 
projectsmay be frozen. These include; 

■ $ 500 rnillion from the US Exim Bank 

■ $ 300 million from die Overseas Pri¬ 
vate Investment Corporation (OPIC). 

■ All new commitments by the com¬ 
modity credit corporation. 

A S 6 million greenhouse gas 
programme could also be cut off. US banks 
have been prohibited from extending loans 
or credits to the Indian govenunent. Sanc¬ 
tions could also affect borrowing by the 
Indian telecom industry. The Indian cellu¬ 
lar companies such as BPL-US West, Bell 
Canada and others were planning to ac¬ 
cess the US market to tie up their debt 
pcrdon. The Indian cellular companies are 
caught in a peculiar situation wherein 43 
cellular comfiarues have already begun op¬ 
erations by investing Rs 12,000 crore 
largely through equity infusion. 

liie imposition of sanctions may also 
affect the private power companies. 


NYU Kim. 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) has thrown open for review 
its 16-monlh old take-over code in the 
wake of controversies surrounding recent 
acquisition attempts. The Bhagwatl 
Committee, which had drafted the take¬ 
over code, released a white paper which 
lists issues that need clearer definition 
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Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee hinted 
that India could retaliate if the United 
States rigorously imposed economic sanc¬ 
tions in response to its nuclear tests. Ear¬ 
lier, Mr Jaswant Singh was on a visit to the 
United States where he had several rounds 
of talks with a cross-section of American 
society including UN officials, media per¬ 
sonalities, leaders of trade, industry and 
commerce. Besides, he was on several na¬ 
tional and ethnic television shows. He ex¬ 
plained India's position on world affairs 
in the wake of the nuclear tests on the sub¬ 
continent. He was of the opinion that there 
would be a progressive change in percep¬ 
tion about India. 

Meanwhile, the finance ministry also 
indicated a distinct softening of stand to¬ 
wards India by some developed countries. 
This was reflected in the World Bank clear¬ 
ing a fresh loan of $ 543 million for Andhra 
Pradesh. Of this, $ 242 million is through 
IDA and the rest from tlie IBRD. Three more 
humanitarian loans are expected to come 
through—including one for the women and 
childcare programme and a $ 130 million 
loan from the IDA-IBRD combine for the 
UP agriculture project. Another project 
might be approved for the State health 
projer‘ 


RUSSIA-INDIA 
Deal on Atomic Energy 

E IDIA and Russia signed an accord on 
uclear power reactors on June 20,1998, 
breaching a long-standing western atomic 


energy blockade against India. Under the 
agreement, Russia will sell two nuclear 
power reactors to be set up in 
Koodankulam in Tamil Nadu. This also 
signalled the end of nearly two and a half 
decades of restrictions imposed by the 
western countries, limiting India's access 
to atomic energy cooperation.The deal will 
be carried out under the existing long-term 
Indo-Russian defence cooperation 
programme till 2000, which was extended 
last year by 10 years. 

Under the agreement, Russia will 
build two 1000 megawatt light-water re¬ 
actors of the advanced VVER-type at 
Koodankulam. The reactors are expected 
to boost India's sagging atomic power 
programme and provide an important 
advanced technology market for Russia. 

India and Russia have agreed to put 
the Koodankulam nuclear power station 
under International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) safeguards. The safe¬ 
guards, however, will be limited to this 
station. That is, the international control 
will be "facility-specific" and not 
"fullscope" safeguards, in the sense that 
they will not cover India's entire nuclear 
programme. 

The US has criticised Russia for the 
agreement. The Clinton administration 
opposed the project by arguing that Rus¬ 
sia is violating its international coinmit- 
ment to insist on fullscope safeguards on 
its nuclear exports to non-nuclear S^tes. 
Russia has, however, argued that the rules 
agreed to among members of the scxalled 
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Nudear Suppliers Group do not apply to 
nuclear agreements negotiated prior to 
1992. Discupions between India and Rus¬ 
sia on a nuclear reactor deal had begun 
.way back in 1979 and were finalised in an 
agreement between Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in November 1988. Moreover, 
with the US itself planning to export a large 
number of reactors to China, Russia doesn't 
see why it has to forego its nuclear coop¬ 
eration with India. 

The Koodankulam reactors will use 
low-enriched Uranium as fuel, which will 
be imported from Russia. Although India 
has an enrichment facility in Ratnahalli in 
Karnataka, it is not yet in a position to 
produce the large quantities of fuel required 
for the station. 

BANGUDESH-INDIA 
Visit of Prime Minister Hasina 

T he Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina came on a one-day visit to In¬ 
dia on June 10,1998, in order to further 
bilateral relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. During her meeting with Indian Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, it was felt 
that there was ample scope for promoting 
bilateral trade and investment. In this con¬ 
nection they also decided to re-invigorate 
the Indo-Bangladesh joint economic com¬ 
mission. Both the Prime Ministers referred 
to the coming SAARC sununit in Colombo 
m July and felt that the regional grouping 
should be strengthened to promote coop¬ 
eration among member countries. 

. There was also a discussion on the 
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Indo-Bangladesh Ganga Water Treaty 
signkl in December 1996, with both sides 
agreeing to abide by its provisions. It was 
felt that the treaty was a major landmark 
in the relations between the two countries 
and could become an example for resolu¬ 
tion of bilateral issues. 

Sheikh Hasina also offered Dhaka as 
venue for talks between India and Paki¬ 
stan and said that there was no need ot a 
third party mediation. 

The l^ngladesh Prime Minister's visit 
was the first by a foreign dignitary after 
the BJP-led coalition government came to 
power and subsequently conducted 
nuclear tests. 

PAKiSTAN-INDIA 

Sharif rejects no first-use offer 

P AKISTAN has dismissed the Indian of¬ 
fer for an early resumption of dialogue 
process saying that it would be a "futile 
exercise" without the involvement of a 
third party and claimed that New 
Delhi's intention was to "defuse inter¬ 
national criticism". Pakistani Foreign 
Ministei Gohar Ayub Khan said that 
unless a third party, may be the United 
Nations, the United States, Japan or any 
other country is involved with an as¬ 
surance that India-Pakistan dialogue 
would lead to solutions, the Indian of¬ 
fer of dialogue remains useless. Besides, 
Pakistan Prime Minister has also said 


that India could not retain its control 
over Kashmir any longer. He also virtu¬ 
ally rejected the Indian offer of a "no 
first-use" agreement saying that the 
Kashmir issue must be resolved first. 
Earlier, Pakistan had rejected India's of¬ 
fer for talks on June 22. Pakistan, in¬ 
stead, invited the Indian foreign secre¬ 
tary to Islamabad on June 20. Nothing, 
however, materialised. 

As regards nuclear tests, it has been 
reported that Pakistan's military com¬ 
manders considered pre-emptive nuclear 
strike^, against India. .Apparently, one of 
the senior nuclear scientists was so 
shocked by Pakistan military's first-use 
plans that in protest, he defected with 
four colleagues. He is said to have de¬ 
fected with a list of Indian targets after 
being told to prepare the ground for a 
possible nuclear attack. If true, such re¬ 
ports would show why Pakistan is not 
responding to India's offer of a no first- 
use agreement. The nuclear physicist has 
said that he was present at a meeting 
when the nuclear targets in India were 
being discussed. After the tests, he was 
asked to provide data for explosive yields 
required to attack a number of targets 
and terrain. 

It has been pointed out that the dis¬ 
closure about Pakistan considering first 
use has added a frighteiung new dimen¬ 
sion to the nuclear stand-off in the Indian 
sub-continent. 
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MEDIA 

Uplinking by Indian broadcasters 
allowed 

T he Central government has decided 
to allow Indian companies to uplink 
from Indian soil. As per the decision, the 
facilities would be allowed to Indian sat¬ 
ellite channels which have a minimum 80 
per cent Indian holdings. The company 
should be controlled by Indians. Approv¬ 
als for such facilities would be given on a 
'case-by<asc' basis. 

The criteria on equity structure would 
be crucial for an approval. Also, it has to 
be an existing company which is at 
present uplinked from outside India. 

Earlier, there was no clear indication 
on the programming and advertising 
codes. The Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry has now come out clear that the 
norms will have to be those followed by 
Doordarshan. The decision to go ahead 
with the plans on uplinking and paving 
the way for full-fledged broadcasting by 
Indian companies has now put an end to 
the controversy over this issue. 

The uplinking facility would be avail¬ 
able only through Videsh Sanchar Nigam 
Limited (VSNL). Applications will have 
to be placed their request with the 1 and B 
Ministry. Following a no-objection certifi¬ 
cate, tire final approval and licence would 
be given by the wireless planning advisor 
in the department of teleconununications. 

The government is apparently trying 
to justify its decision which has been con¬ 
sidered as controversial by the (!)pposition. 

In most countries, downlinking is 
regulated, and uplinking is freely permis¬ 
sible. Lut in India, no regulation exists to 
control or regulate downlinking. By allow- 



Natlonal survay on dnig abuse in offing 

The Mlnistiy of Social Juetice and Empowerment ha$ decided to undertake a nation¬ 
wide sunrey toascettain the extent of the drug abuse problem In the country. 

The survey, to be conducted in close coordination with the United Nations Interna¬ 
tional Drug Control Pro^n^e (UNDCP), win Include a survey on the HIV/AIOS Infected 
Intravenous Oiyg Users (IDO) for fadlilating belter planning In futi|re. 7 

No comprehensive 'nationai sun/sy has been carried out In the country so far as a 
resdt bf which poOcymibkers, planners and international agencies, have experienced 
difficulties in formulating at^rppriate strategies. 

The absence of heal^'i^ematives for leisure time, vocadon-Unked educational 
opportunities and absence of adequate employment of^lons have ointrlbuted to the 
youth being led to high risk b^viours in substance abuse hi the country. So strategies 
for prevention, containment and rehabilitation of the addicts would have to be integrated 
with the interventions for sddo-eoonomic welfare programmes to ensure an environment 
in which healthy choices became attractive and accessible. 

Realising that the drug and alcohol addiction among workers in industries is very 
high, the Work-place, Prevention Programme is being given greater importance by 1 he 
Ministry. As a result of the impact of the programme the number of addicts registered in' 
these centres was 3.0S lakh In 1996-97 of which about 1.15 lakh were detoxified. During 
the current year 1997-98 (up to December 1997) about 2.22 lakh drug addicts were, 
registered and 69,818 were detoxified in these centres. 

The Ministry is also making efforts to reach the people for motivation programmes 
by getting films made by reputed film-makers. A film Is being made on how to identify a 
drug addict while a second explores the role of women's organisations In mobilising 
public opinion against drug abuse and alcoholism. 

According to the latest report of the National institute of Social Defence in the 
Ministry, there are an estimated three million drug abusem in India. Of these, 0.5-0.$ 
million are drug dependents. Asubstanti^ number of these users were alcoholic (42 per 
cent) followed by opium (20.46 per cent) and ether opiates including brown sugar, heroin 
and morphine (14.02 per cent) and cannabis (6.20 per cent). 

Drug addiction continues to be found more among men than women but there are 
indications that more women are becoming prey to the drug menace, primarily in big 
cities, the report says. The abuse among women was not coniined to painkillers but 
introduction of non-traditlonal drugs was noticed. 

Though drug abuse in India cut across various occupations, thoss more p'one to the 
habit were the unemployed, students, transport workers, labourers, self-employed, shop¬ 
keepers, agricutture workers, farmers and rag-pickers. 


mg uplinking the government would be 
able to monitor the programme content of 
broadcasters. 

The decision to allow direct uplinking 
facilities from India is being seen as a big 
opportunity by the country's satellite chan¬ 
nels. resides reducing procedural hassles 
and time lag for news programmes, they 
also expect to make a major saving by 
avoiding payment in foreign exchange. 
These channels are currently paying be¬ 
tween Rs 6 and 7 lakh or $ 13,000-$ 15,000 
per month for uplinking facilities in 
Singapore and Bangkok. The rates in Hong 
Kong are slightly Idgher. 

To make uplinking from India cost- 


effective Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd (V^L) 
has agreed to cut rates to match foreign 
centres like Singapore and Bangkok.. Uie 
uplinking rale to be charged by VSNL has 
been fixed at Rs 6 lakh a month. The facil¬ 
ity will be operational by August 1,1^8. 

POWER SECTOR 

Call for end to power subsidy 

E xperts have called for an end to poWer 
subsidy warning that unless subsidies 
are curtailed, and energy thefts chedkfed, 
the situation may grow worse. FrSe' or 
subsidised power to farmers and thefts— 
as high as 50 per cent in some States—hbve 
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resulted in the State Electricity Boards 
(SEBs) incurring losses to the tune of Rs 
10,000 crore. Various reports speak of am¬ 
bitious programmes undertaken by State 
governments to bridge the growing short¬ 
age; but experts have pointed out that 
unless people are made to pay for power, 
its abuse would continue and bleed the 
State Electricity Boards. 

At 360 billion units per year, India's 
power needs fall 10 per cent short of its 
demand for 400 billion units. The country 
is barely able to coirsiune half of its total 
installed capacity of 8,60,000 mw. Most of 
this is due to low power plant efficiency 
and the absence of proper lines linking the 
generating stations wi^ the end consumer. 

In general, it has been said that as a 
rule investment in generation should be 
equal to that in transmission and distribu¬ 
tion, but in India investment in the latter 
has been only 28 per cent of the total. In 
the ninth plan, investment in T and D has 
been envisaged at Rs 58,000 crore. 

The government is also contemplat¬ 
ing a Bill allowing private sector into lay¬ 
ing transmission lines. Distribution, 
however, would be decided by PGCl or 
SEBs. Over tlic years, it is distribution losses 
that have rendered the business of power 
an extremely expensive and non-profitable 
proposition in the country. Most States dis¬ 
tribute power free to farmers trying to 
make good the price by charging the in¬ 
dustrial and domestic consumers. Such 
high prices, essentially meant to discour¬ 
age wasteful consumption, have actually 
led to power theft, which is as high as 50 
per cent in Delhi alone. Distribution losses 
total 40 per cent m Bihar and 33 per cent in 
Haryana. 

For an overall economic growth rate 
of six to seven per cent, the country would 
need 1,43,000 mw of the energy bv year 
2007. With the country's own plants ca¬ 
pable of adding 30,000 mw in the next 10 
years, the balance 16,000 mw can be 


NYhllMW. 

ThiB'govemment rejected the diarge that 
the family weltare programme suffered a 
serious setback and claimed that birth 
rate had reduced from 29.5 per .1000 in 
1991 to 27.5 in 1996. 


achieved if the government can hdp the 
independent power projects that are stuck 
for want of fuel linkage or other problems. 


HOUSING 

Reforms announced 

a l June 20,1998 the Minister for Ur- 
an Development Mr Ram Jethmalani 
atmounced a series of far-reaching reforms 
in the housing and real estate sector to meet 
the government's amiual target of build¬ 
ing 2 million housing units. These reforms 
include land acquisition and development 
patterns, conversion from leasehold to free¬ 
hold property, regularisation of 
unauthorised colonies, transfer of proper¬ 
ties on power of attorney and reforms in 
staiiq) duty laws. 

Signiffcantly, the Minister announced 
the termination of the Delhi Development 
Authority's monopoly on housing devel¬ 
opment in thcCapital. He said that the 1961 
notification which had been quoted as the 
basis for the monopoly had been misinter¬ 
preted by the DDAall these years. Now, all 
private proposals for land development will 
be cleared within a month and any delay 
beyond this period will be reported by the 
concerned department directly to the 
Minister's office. 'The earlier norm was for 
the government to acquire land for 
disbursal to individuals and co-pperatives. 
Now, the private developers are free to 
develop assemblies of 30 acres of contigu¬ 
ous land which conforms to land use as 
per the Master Plan of Delhi, 2001. This is 
expected to circumvent land acquisition 
delays and subsequent litigation. 

Several wealthy householders felt pla¬ 
cated by the Minister's decision to 
regularise all unauthorised colonies pro¬ 
vided they conformed to basic norms of 
sanitation. The High Court has already 
allowed the provision of facilities like wa¬ 
ter and electricity to these colonies and now 
legislators would be allowed to spend their 
development grants in these colonies. 

The government has also decided to 
allow private sector housing and real es¬ 
tate developers to take recourse to Exter¬ 
nal Coirunereial Borrowings (ECBs) route 
for financing housing projects. 

Under dte existing policy ECBs are 
being permitted by the government as a 


source of finance for Indian corporates for 
expansion of existing capacity as well as 
fresh investment. ECBs include commer¬ 
cial bank loans, buyers' credit, suppliers' 
credit, securitised instruments such as 
floating rate notes and fixed rate bonds, 
credit from official export credit agencies 
and commercial borrowings from the pri¬ 
vate sector window of multilateral finait- 
cial institutions such as IFC, ADB, AEIC, 
CDC etc. 


TERRORISM; LAW AND ORDER 
Govt extends ban on LTTE 

T he government has extended the ban 
on Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) in view of the militant group's con¬ 
tinuing activities prejudicial to India's 
unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

The government has declared LITE 
an "unlawful association with immediate 
effect" as its objective for a homeland for 
all Tamils disrupted India's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity thereby falling 
within the ambit of unlawful activity. 

The official notification said that al¬ 
though the LTTE was based in Sri Lanka, 
it had 'sympathisers, supporters and 
agents on the Indian soil". 

Giving various instances, the notifi¬ 
cation said that despite the ban which liad 
been in existence on the militant outfit since 
1992, the LTTE continued to indulge in 
activities prejudicial to tlie country's secu¬ 
rity. 

The seizure of a large qiiantit)' of cya¬ 
nide capsules, an automatic weapon, a 
pistol and ammunition and wireless sets 
in Uchipuli, was a distressing signal of the 
LTTE's objective. The apprehension was 
also strengthened by the arrest of LTTE 
cadre Pandiyam alias Muralidharan and 
Vijaykumar alias Visagarathanam in 
Chennai in 1997 and 1998 respectively, and 
the presence of four more LTTE cadres who 
are still at large in Tamil Nadu. 

It was observed that while most of the 
aiminal cases involvii^ LTTE and pro-UTE 
groups, including die Rajiv Gandhi assassi- 
ruition and Padmanabha murder cases, had 
ended in conviction, the Tamil Eelam con¬ 
cept still remained as a goal among the pro- 
ITTE groups in 'Eimil Nadu. 

It was also pitted out that so long as 
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Sri Lanka continues to remain in a state of 
ethnic strife, torn by tiie demand for Tamil 
Eelam, which finds a strong echo in Tamil 
Nadu, pro-LTTE groups will always try to 
stimulate the secessionist sentiment to 
enhance the support base of the LTTE in 
Tamil Nadu. 

According to the notification, the 
Central government had information of 
various anti-national activities of the LTTE 
in Tamil Nadu and other areas. These in¬ 
clude a racket in Madurai for procuring 
and dispatching supplies to LTTE which 
was smashed in 1996. 

Panel to tackle Naxal menace 

A coordination committee headed by 
the Union Home Secretary has been 
constituted to evolve a common 
programme to deal with the Naxalite prob¬ 
lem in the four affected States—Andhra 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharaslitra 
and Orissa. 

Ti\e committee, comprising chief sec¬ 
retaries and directors general of police of 
the four States, will meet every month at 
Hyderabad. 

This was one of the main decisions 
taken at the conference of Chief Ministers 
presided over by Union Home Minister 
L.K. Advani in Hyderabad on June 15, 
1998. 

The other decision taken was that the 
Union Home Miiaister will hold review 
meetings with theChief Ministers and Home 
Ministers of the four States tvv'icc a year 
The task of the coordination commit¬ 
tee' will be ensure implementation of 
the decisions relating lo development 
plans in the affected areas, upgradation 
of technology for tlie police lorce involved 



in anti-Naxalite operations and tightening 
the legal system. 

The meeting discussed the question 
of banning People's War Group (PWG) in 
the other three States (it is already banned 
in AP) but a decision in this regard has 
been left to the respective State govern¬ 
ments. The States were, however, advised 
to formulate their own laws on the lines of 
the Tamil Nadu Prevention of Terrorist 
Activities Act, 1998, to effectively deal with 
the Left wing extremism. 

POLITICS 

Mulayam, Laloo join hands, form 
front 

S AMAJWADl Party president Mulayam 
Singh Yadav and Rashtriya Janata Dal 
chief Laloo Prasad Yadav have finally 
joined hands and launched a new Rashtriya 
Loktantrik Morcha to fight the BJP. 

Representing major political forces in 
the large nortliern UP and Bihar States, the 
two former Chief Ministers said that they 
would support the Congress whenever it 
tried to form an alternative government at 
the Centre. In a move to trigger fresh piv ■ 
litical line-up against the BJP, the two would 
seek the support of all like-minded parties 
and secular forces. 

Severing his links with the United 
Front, Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, the con¬ 
vener of the new morcha (front), said the 
United Front had become "irrelevant" in 
the fight against the BJP and rising com¬ 
munal forces. The United Front, he said, 
had done injustice to both of them. 

The SP leader said they had come to¬ 
gether because of workers' pressure His-' 
tory would not have forgiven them if they 
had not come together, he said. The former 
UP Chief Minister said the scam cases 
against Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav were un¬ 
justified as he could not be held respon¬ 
sible for adnunistrative lapses. Even he also 
faced Ayurvedic scam cases which were 
nothing but administrative failure cases, 
the SP leader said. 

He also ruled out the new morcha 
joining hands with the BSP. 

While Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav had 
in the past resented ffte manner in which 
his United Front colleagues had treated his 


views, Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav had left ttie 
United Front after splitting the Janata Dal. 
The SP leader criticised ffie Janata Dal lead¬ 
ers but praised the role of the Left Front 
leaders. The Left leaders would be engaged 
in discussions to expand the support base 
of the morcha, the SP leader said. 

Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav said since 
the communal forces posed a serious threat 
to the nation's unity^ the SP and the RJD 
had a great responsibility in fighting such 
forces in UP and Bihar. The BJP's govern¬ 
ment at the Centre, he said, had put the 
future of the minorities, Dalits, backwards, 
farmers, youth and the students in a jeop¬ 
ardy. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 
Absolute majority for Dhumal 
government 

T he Bharatiya Janata Tarty-Himachal 
Vikas Congress secured an absolute ma¬ 
jority in Himachal Pradesh assembly win¬ 
ning four assembly seats. It also won Mandi 
Lok Sabha seat. 

Meanw'hile, former Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh resigned from the lead¬ 
ership of the Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) on June 6. owning a moral respon¬ 
sibility of the Congress defeat in the 
polls. 

The BJP retained the Pragpiir, 
Bhiiimour and Kinnaur scats. TheLahaul- 
Spiti assembly seat in the tribal belt has 
gone in favour of the HVC. 

The Congn'ss suffered a complete rout 
in the poll, losing even in tlie tribal belt, its 
strongest bastion. However, tlie biggest set¬ 
back has come to former Chief Minister 
Virbhadra Singh, whose wife and Congress 
candidate Pratibha Singh lost in Mandi to 
Maheshwar Singh of BJP by mote than 131 
lakh votes. 

With all poll results going in favour of 
the BJP-HVC alliance Chief Minster Prem 
Kumar Dhumal has secured a co^ortable 
majority in the 68-member State assembly. 
The BJP-HVC alliance would now have 
support of 38 members, including three 
from HVC and one Independent Speaker 
Gulab Singh Thakur, though elected on the 
Congress ticket, had resigned from the 
party soon after his election. 
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USA-CHINA 

President Clinton’s visit to 
Beijing 

D uring the visit of us President Bill 
Clinton to China, the two countries 
decided on a landmark agreement on 
peaceful use of nuclear technology, besides 
signing seven contracts wortli two billion 
US dollars. 

One significant aspect of President 
Clinton's visit was a televised debate be¬ 
tween him and Chinese Presider.t Jiang 
Zemin, The issues debated included 
Hananmen and human rights. There has, 
however, been no visible advance or change 
on key sino-American issues such as Tai¬ 
wan, China's entry into the World Trade 
Organisation and human rights. 

Also, for the first time in many years, 
the joint press conference of the two lead¬ 
ers was broadcast live (with lingUsh-Chi- 
nese, Chinese-English translations) over 
Chinese television. Thus, Chinese televi¬ 
sion carried a criticism of the Beijing Mas¬ 
sacre for the first time as President Clinton 
criticised the use of force and the tragic 
loss of life. 

A Sino-American joint statement was 
also issued which conveyed that their 
shared interests in a peaceful and stable 
south Asia, and in a strong global non-pro¬ 
liferation regime, have been put at risk by 
India's and Pakistan's nuclear tests The 
two Presidents jointly condenmed the 'N- 
weaponisalion' of India and Pakistan. In 
fact, USA and fihina joined hands in di*- 
manding that India and Pakistan enter into 
firm commitments not to weaponise or 
deploy nuclear weapons and missiles ca¬ 
pable of delivering them. 

Other issues discussed included tlie 
Taiwan issue, Tibet and the currency crisis 
in South-Fast Asia Regarding Tibet, Presi¬ 
dent Clinton asked Mr Jiang to start talks 
with exiled spiritual leader, tlie Dalai Uma. 
President Clinton became the first US 


MYtaKmw. 

Surinam was declared as one of the 
world's largest and most pristine tropical 
rain forests. 



President to visit China since the 1989 
Tiarianmen massacre. It has been pointed 
out that his visit has not proved to be much 
of a gainer, considering that many of the 
trade deals announced were the ones an¬ 
nounced last year during Mr Jiang's visit 
to Washinton. A number of US compa¬ 
nies expecting increased business were 
not satisfied. 

Clinton, however, argued that despite 
differences, the United States cannot turn 
its back on China, the world's most popu¬ 
lous nation, a growing military power with 
an economy expected to be the largest in 
the world within the next half-century. He 
.said that US relations with China will also 
help to determine W'hether the new cen¬ 
tury is one of security, peace and prosper¬ 
ity tor the American people. 

India amused at US bid to whitewash 
Chinese 'misdeeds': India, on June 26, de¬ 
scribed President Clinton and his Cliinese 
counterpart Jiang Zemin's joint statement, 
carv'ing out a supervisory role for tliemselves 
in South Asia, as "hegemonistic" and "men¬ 
tality of a bygone era". 

According to government sources, 
India's nuclear tests lent only the urgency 
to the US and Chinese governments' al¬ 
ready existing plan to divide the world into 
spheres of influence. That this plan pre¬ 
dated" India's nuclear tests is argued to be 
evident in the 1997 US report on "National 
Security Strategy for a New Century". This 
report suggested that the US would be able 
to maintain its supremacy in the 21st cen¬ 
tury by befriending a powerful country of 
every region of the world. And in this pa"t 
of the world, that country, for PmsidenI 
Clinton, is China. 

One should recall that when President 
Jiang visited Washington last October, 
President Clinton had openly declareil that 
the US needed China's assistance in the 
post-Cold War in promoting security in 
Asia and the world. Thus, the Sino-US 
game plan is not new. It has only been re¬ 
asserted under the pretext of our nuclear 
tests. 

New Delhi has also found it strange 
that the reasons that President Clinton has 
given to his countrymen for befriending 
China are not applied to India. He regards 
China to be important for its nuclear weap¬ 
ons and capacity to control nuclear prolif¬ 


eration, huge markets and massive popu' 
lalion. 


PHILIPPINES 

Estrada sworn-in as President 

J OSEPH Ejercito Estrada was sworn in as 
the twelfth Preisdont ot the Republic of 
e Philippines on June 29, 1998, in the 
Bulacan province, north of Manila, which 
was the cradle ot the unfulfilled revolu¬ 
tion against Spanish colonial rule 1(X) years 
ago. At the same lime, the daughter of a 
former President and former Senator, 
tiloria Macapagal-Arroyo, was sw'orn m 
as the new Vice-President. 

Estrada was sworn amidst full mili¬ 
tary honours, accompanied by outgoing 
President Fidel Ramos. While Vice-Presi¬ 
dent Macapagal comes from Mr Ramos's 
political party, Estrada ran for President 
leading an opposition party—which is now 
fast becoming the majority party, as politi¬ 
cians who previously aligned with Presi¬ 
dent Ramos have opportunistically 
switched their loyalty to President Estrada. 

His oath-taking was a reminder of the 
lime one hundred years ago when the Phil¬ 
ippines, having become the first Asian na¬ 
tion to declare its independence trom a 
Eimipean colonial power, held the Malalos 
CongR'ss which w'mte a (.'onstilution, and 
inaugurated Emilio Aguinaldo as the first 
President of the Philippines. 


NIGERIA 

Gen Abubakar takes over 

career serviceman, Ahdulsalam 
Abubakar became Nigeria's ninth 
military ruler sim e the country gained in¬ 
dependence tmm British colonial rule in 
1960. He l(«ik ovi-r as the President follow¬ 
ing the death of Gen Sani Abaclia. 

Promoted trom Major General to the 
full rank ot General during a ceremony to 
appoint him Nigeria's new head of State, 
Abul^akar, 55, joined the natioivrl political 
scene in 1993, as the late Gen Sini Abacha's 
chief ot staff 

Rismg through the ranks, he became 
a senior officer in the army during the late 
1980s, finally drawing Abacha's attention 
in IW. 

Nigeria's opposition, upset over the 
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appointmenf of a new military ruler, has 
called for a nationwide strike as a first step 
in a rc'newed campaign for democrac)'. 

Nigeria's boistemus Opposition Wove- 
ment, denouncing Abiihakar as nothing 
new, said it planned to cliallenge his ap¬ 
pointment in court. 

The denunciations by an opposition 
tired of decades of oppression, followed 
televised speech by Abiibaktir, who prom¬ 
ised to proceed with a transition to civilian 
rule that Abacha began He gave no details 
on how that would happen 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Amnesty International Report 

I N its annual report n*leised on June 17, 
1198, Amnesty International has said that 
the universal declaration of human rights 
remains all but meaningless for most of the 
world's people, half a century after it was 
proclaimed by the UN (icneral Assembly. It 
said that it had documented cases of sum¬ 
mary executions in at least 55 nations, the 
detention of "prisoners of conscience" in 
87 nations and torture in 117 countries. 

The universal declaration of human 
rights has been called the world's best kept 
secret, despite governments agreeing in 
1948 to actively promote it wherever pos¬ 
sible. Amnesty International has also said 
that many governments have challenged 
the notion of human rights which apply 
equally in all nations. Some Asian and '\t- 
rican nations, for instance, have argued that 
international human rights standards reflect 
western ideas. F-’ven the United Stales, lor 
that matter, h.i;. been reluctant to conform 
to international standards 

The report has also .said that economic 
rights and the rights of women continued 
to be neglected. It says that when govern¬ 
ments fail to protect their citizens from the 
negative consequences of globalisation, tin- 
need to protect and enhance economic 
rights becomes evident. The parallel im¬ 
perative of ensuring that eeonomie rights 
are not divorced fmm othei human rights 


taYwKlMW- 

The international Day against drug abuse 
and illicit trafficking was observed on June 
26, 1998. 


IS shown each time that pc*ople are ha¬ 
rassed, tortured and killed in the name ot 
economic progress. Regarding women's 
rights, the report has said that the 'gender 
blindness' of the international human 
riglils framework has meant in practice that 
gross violations of women's rights have 
often been ignored and structural discrimi¬ 
nation against W'omen has not been chal¬ 
lenged. 


IRAQ 

UN sanctions to stay 

T HI- UN Security Council has decided 
to continue tough sanctions against 
Iraq after cliief weapons inspector te stified 
before the members that tests carried out 
by the American Army left "no doubt" that 
Iraq filled its missile warheads with dead I v 
VX nen'c gas. The decision to continue 
sanctions was taken without vote. 

Iraq, meanwhile, has disputed the re¬ 
sults of the tests and threatened with un¬ 
specified actions against weapons 
inspectors, setting the stage lor another 
serious crisis. The country demanded im¬ 
mediate lifting of sanctions and said that if 
the embargo was not lifted because of "hos¬ 
tility and some of evil parlies", there would' 
be no alternative but to get rid ot the un- 
tair embaigo 


P-5 MEET 

India, Pakistan urged to stop 
N-arms race 

F ORhlUN ministers of the five penna 
neni members of the United Nations 
Security Council (I’-S nations) have urged 
India and Pakistan to meet and discuss 
their problems, and retrain from intensi 
tying nuclear arms race. The ministers 
called for direct negotiations between 
India and Pakistan on issues such as 
Kashmir. They also said that the two 
nations didn't make it into the so-called 
nuclear club, which is restricted to the 
five nations by Nuclear Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty (NPT) signed by 186 nation.s. 
India and Pakistan are not signatories to 
the treaty. 

The P-5 meeting in Geneva was 
aimed to set in motion a process aimed at 


slrcnglhoning peace and stability in South 
Asia; encouraging restraint by India and 
Pakistan; promoting the resolution of out¬ 
standing differences; and bolstering the 
international non-proliferation regime. 
The ministers expressed their concern 
about these aspects and said that they 
were determined to fulfil their commit¬ 
ments relating to nuclear disarmament 
under Article VI of Nuclear Non-Prolif¬ 
eration Irealv. The meeting also stressed 
that both India and Pakistan .should ad¬ 
here "immediately and iiinoiiditionallv" 
to the CTBT, )oin fissile maleiial cul-olt 
convention. 

Before the meeting, India had 
launched a major diplomatic exercise to 
explain to the P-5 members and the G-8 
nations the rationale behind rondiieting 
nuclear tests. 

Prime Minister Vajpayee, howev er, hit 
out at P-5 nations for trving to 
internationalise tlu* Kashmir issue and 
ruled out any third pai'b mediation India 
also accused IheSecurity Council ot "ov er- 
stepping its aiithoritv" 

Meanwhile, Pakistani Prime Minisiei 
Nawaz Sharil also slammed the li\ e per¬ 
manent members ot the UN Secuiity 
CiiHincil for their "double standards" on 
Ihe Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trealv 
(NPT), saving that the world body has 
been used as an instrument li'r acliieving 
narrow strategic ob|ectives ol some coun¬ 
tries. 


ASIAN ECONOMY 

IBRD says Asia entering deep 

recession 

T HI' World Bank has said that Asia was 
plunging into depression <ind called on 
japan to help pull the region out ot its eco¬ 
nomic nose-dive. C oncerns about anothei 
currency crisis in Asia have bei'ii height¬ 
ened by the yen's weakness against the US 
dollar and bv lapan's descent into reces¬ 
sion. Uthcr Asian currencies, including 
.Australia'.s dollar, have followed the yen 
down, helping ti) protect their trade posi¬ 
tions as well as putting more strain on 
domesfie economies. 

Reports by the Japanese government 
have said that Asia's economic woes are 
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the result of speculative iru cstmcnts, over 
reliance on short-term foreign capital and 
poor supervision by financial authorities. 
The problems highlighted include: 

■ Dependence on short-term, indirai for¬ 
eign capital such as bonds as opposed 
to longer-term, direct foreign capital 
like factories. 

■ Preference for high risk investments in 
speculative deals. 

■ Tolerance of corporate strategies lea- 
turing low profit margins, high debt 
loads and relkince on government bail¬ 
outs. 

■ Use of fixed exchange rates which in¬ 
flate the money suppiv. 

■ Weak oversight by tinaniial authori¬ 
ties. 

Asian economies least affected bv the 
regional crisis, such as China, Singapore 
and Taiw'an, are characterised by few of 
these problems. Unlike Mexico, which 
quickly rebounded from a cm rency crisis 
in 1994, the hardest hit Asian nations ap¬ 
pear unlikely to stage a swift recovery 
because an expected surge in exports has 
not materialised. 

Asia had been catapulted into an¬ 
other round of currency depreciations by 
a steady slide in the ven against the I IS 
dollar risks Nearlv all the other Asian 
currencies followed the yen, with the 
Thai baht, the Malaysian ringgit, the 
Taiwan dollar, the Singapore dollar and 
the Philippine peso reporting big losses. 


DeYMKMW- 

The Gold Institute in New York has 
forecast that the world gold production is 
expected to increase by an average of 
one per cent per year over the next four 
years, reaching 83.5 million ounces in 
2001. This is in sharp contrast to the 
1960s when gold production jumped from 
41 to 65 million ounces The world's 
largest producer, South Africa, is hopeful 
of maintaining its annual production 
between 15 and 16 million ounces. South 
Africa, USA and Australia account for 47 
per cent of the world’s gold last year but 
their share is expected to drop to 43 per 
cent, while that of LatinAmerica andAsia 
is expected to increase from 21 to 28 oer 
I cent. 








The worsening outlook had caused fears 
IhiitAsiannations in recession could now 
fall prey to depression. Depression is now 
supposed to be happening in Korea and 
Thailand and Malaysia. Other Asian na¬ 
tions could become vulnerable to depres¬ 
sion within one year if sharp declines in 
property values obliterated inflationary 
pressures while economies remained 
weak. TallingAsian currencies would in¬ 
crease the value ol the Hong Kong dol¬ 
lar and the Chinese \ uan, forcing further 
adjustment in their economies to com¬ 
pensate. It has been observed that the 
fact that most of the rest of Asia is weak¬ 
ening to some extent in concert with the 
yen does lead to greater deflationary 
pressure on China and on Hong Kong. 
The yen's fall has made the price of |apa- 
nese exports cheaper in foreign markets. 
Investors have expressed fears that a 
further drop in the yen will force Japan's 
Asian neighbours, including China, to 
devalue their currencies to remain com¬ 
petitive. 

Japan's biggest problem these days is 
a massix e inventory overhang and the only 
way they can solve that is through an ex¬ 
port drive to the economies of Europe and 
tile United States. 

Meanwhile, the Bank lor International 
Settlements (BIS) said that the world's 
economy is in good shape despite upsets 
in Asia, and that cenlial banks in most 
industrialised nations must be on the alert 
against factors which could prove inflation- 
aiy down the road. Along with the gover¬ 
nors of the(iroiip ol It)((i 10) centra! banks, 
the BIS has i riticised banks and markets | 
for ignoring the signs ol an impending I 
crisis in \sia I'he BIS has s<iid that it will 
publish more dat.i more often on lending, 
including that ol commercial banks to ar- 
ea.s like Asia. 


SUMMITS 
UN drug summit 

T l fF United Nations drug summit ended 
with the adoption of .i global strategy 
setting lO-year targets to eradicate demand 
and supply of illicit drugs and agreed to 
work for a belter judicial coordination and 
fight money laundering. 

The political declaration of the three- 


day 185-nation UN" General Assembly 
special session was iidopted by consen¬ 
sus at the end of the summit on June 10, 
1998. 

The main document of the 'drug 
summit', attended by delegates of 150 
countries, also committed to reducing cul- 
tix ation of illicit crops vvitii provision for 
alternative development in producer 
countries. 

Tile leaders set the target date ot year 
2fK18 to substantially reduce drug trafiick- 
ing. 

But experts have warned that under 
the surface of apparent agreement lie deep 
differences which could derail the entire 
process. 

Besides, no pledges for financial aid 
were forthcoming from developed nations 
to help developing States fight the men¬ 
ace. 

Almost every delegation trom the 
developing nations had made a case for 
financial assjstance. 

Diplomats say the United States is 
little interested in areas other than Latin 
America, contending that drugs are 
smuggled to it from that region only and 
feels problem in Asia is not its concern. It 
wants Asians them.selves, and countries to 
which their drugs are smuggled, to handle 
the situation in the region. 

fin demand roduction, a parameter 
inlrodui-ed for the first time, developed 
nations still had reserx ations. Biside;., the 
suggestion to offer ciiltivalois of illicit 
crops alternatives lo switch ox er Kx other 
crops was paiil only lip servici-. 

Money laundering, which generates 
aioiind one billion dollars ,i da\, to i got 
attention but it was not immi'diately clear 
what strategies would In* tollow'ed lo check 
it. The money is mostly laundered through 
off-shon* banks and major banking sys¬ 
tems. 

Added lo the disagreements among 
the nations w'as the sustained campaign 
by powerful and moneyed lobby groups 
who virtually called for legalis.ilion of 
drugs, saying the war against trafficking 
had failed and was doing more harm than 
goixl. 

As the session closed, one of the 
groups said the drugs summit had failed 
just like xx'ar against drugs. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

MODS: Multi Option Deposit Scheme 

AWARDS 

Dada Saheb Phaike Award, 1997 

K AVI Pradeep, noted lyricist of the pa- | 
triotic song Ac men' walaii kc lo^o..., has | 
been chosen for the prestigious Dada Saheb 
Phaike Award for 1997. 

j 

Jnanpith Award 

U rdu poet ah Sardar JaW is them'ipi- 
ent of the 33rd Jnanpith Award. I 

i 

BOOKS i 

Price of Partition 

W RrrTEN by Rafiq Zakaria, the book 
recollects and reflects the events lead¬ 
ing to the partition of India following in- | 
dependence. j 

CYBERSPACE | 

Paan shop on the Net ^ 

I AISHANKAR Tiwari, who is also known j 
as Muchhad, who has a paan shop in \ 
umbai, has created his own sitd on the 1 
Internet. His site is at www.indiawww.com / j 
muchhad. There is a brief history of the paan ' 
chewing habit, tips on making paan, a . 
Muchhad game and a facility of ordering | 
paan through i mail. He claims to have re- ' 
ceived 2,10 orders in just .1 days, i 

DEFENCE ' 

Extra fast attack craft commissioned ! 

T he Indian Navy inducted the countiA 's 
first extni fast attack craft Injac T-SO on | 
June 24,1998, under transfer of teclinology i 
arrangement with Israel. The 6- tonne craft } 
was built at the (ioa Shipyard Ltd, in collabo- ' 
ration with ILimta, Israel's Aiirarft Industry, | 
at an estimated cost of Rs 19 crore. It is i 
equipped with multi-seasoi guns ^d arma- j 
rmmts and advanced elecho-optic detection | 
system. It can destroy small Ixigh speed ves- | 
sels and engage in light shore defence. | 
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Mi-35s to see in the dark 

F or the first time, India's Mi-35 attack 
helicopters arc all set to acquire night- 
fighting capabi li ly. The Ministry of IXTence 
has selected the State-owned Israeli Air¬ 
craft Industries (lAI) to help equip the 
helicopters with the capability. This is the 
first time that Mi-35 helicopters arc being 
provided with night-fighting capability, 
anywhere in the world. 

The helicopters will now be equipped 
with infra-red sensors, laser range-finders 
and thermal imagers to identify targets in 
the dark. Their cockpit lighting will be 
changed to incorporate night \ision 
goggles and helmet-mounted displays. To 
be "pilot-friendly", these systems will be 
synchronised by computers and the heli¬ 
copters will be fitted with global position¬ 
ing navigation systems. 

Tlie Mi-35, in the 11-12 tonne class.,, 
has tour points for carrying armament with 
an inventory wl\ich includes 57 mm and 
80 mm rocket projectiles, 250 kg/50() kg 
'dumb' bombs, Shtrum (second generation 
command to line-of-sight) missiles and 
anti-tank guided missiles. Besides, the he 
licopter can also ferry eight armed soldiers. 

India working on spy plane 

I NDIA'S aerospace scientists are design¬ 
ing a self-fuelling reusable multi-role 
mini space-plane called Avaliir, which they 
say can put satellites in orbit and also pm- 
vide "Intelligence, Surveillance and Recon¬ 
naissance (TSR)" .services from space. 

As acronym for 'aerobic vehicle for 
adva: :cd trans-atmospheric research'. 
Avatar is no bigger than a jet fighter. 

Powered by tubofan Ramjet engines, 
Avatar will take off like a conventional air¬ 
plane and climb to cruise altitude where a 
scramjet engine will take over. After cruis¬ 
ing at seven times the speed of sound, a 
rocket engine will accelerate it into orbit. 
The mission over, it will deorbit, re¬ 


enter the atmosphere, and land on its own 
power. The plane can be used again and 
again 100 times. 

The liquid oxygen (I,OX) needed for 
tire terminal rocket flight w'ill be produced 
during flight, thereby making Avatar the 
only space plane tliat employs the design 
principle of mass addition in flight. 

The developers estimate that it would 
cost Rs 8000 croro to build Avatar. • 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Additional uranium resources traced 

T he atomic minerals division of the de¬ 
partment of atomic energy traced 2,4.50 
tonne's of additional uranium resources in 
1997-98. Magnetic surveys conducted by 
the division in Andhra Pradesh have indi¬ 
cated fractures and faults which have pos¬ 
sible bearing on uranium. Areas with hea’ y 
mineral potential were also identified in 
Kerala, 

Uranium mineralisation at Chitrial m 
Nalgonda district of Andhra lVad< sh was 
traced for 7 km and premising occurrences 
were located in some other parts of the 
country. 

Columbite-tantalite (an iron black 
mineral), spodumene and beryl bearing 
pegmatites (igneous recks which are prin¬ 
cipal source's of mica, feldspar, gemstones 
and rare elements) were located in 
Jharsuguda in Orissa and Manriya and 
Tumkiir in Karnataka. 

PERSONS 

Jafri, Ali Sardar 

R ECIPIENT of the Jnanpith Award, Jafri 
IS a renowned Urdu poet. Born in 1913, 
he began his career with a collection of short 
stories, Manzil, in 1938 and made his mark 
as a poet with Parvaz in 1943. So far, nine of 
his iKKiks of verse, two plays, a collection of 
stories and three collections of es.says have 
been published. His anthology, Mera Safar, 
was released during the award ceremony. 
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Pradeep, Kavi 

•yHE freedom fighter, lyricist and Hindi 
1 poet, Kavi Pradeep, whose actual 
name is Ramachandra Narayanji Dwivedi, 
has written about 1,E)00 film and non-film 
songs, poems and bhajans. He is the re¬ 
cipient of the Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
for 1997. 

PLACES 

Ceyhan 

T his southern city of Turkey which was 
the scene of the 6.3 magnitude earth¬ 
quake on June 29, 1998, which killed 112 
people. 

Almost half of Ceyhan's 8fl,(K)0 resi¬ 
dents fled town, turning it into a ghost 
town as night approached. 

RESEARCH 

Technology for producing titanium 

I NDIA has perfected a state-of-the-art 
'combined process technology’ for com¬ 
mercially producing titanium. Currently 
the technology tor commercial production 
of titanium is the monopoly of a select 
gmup of developed countriis: Japan, the 
US, China, the UK and CIS. 

. Although .37 per cent of the world's 
titanium minerals reserves are in India, its 
requirements are currently met through 
imports. 

The DRDO had been woikingon the 
dovflopmenl of an integrated technol 
ogy for large-scale production ot tita¬ 
nium sponge, starting from titanium 
tetrachloride, which is produced by high 
temperature chlorination of oxide con¬ 
centrates. 

Initially, DRDO demonstrated the 
technology for development of titanium 
sponge in 2,000-kg batch sire. DRDO 
has now demonstrated state-of-the-art 
combined process technology, wherein 
reduction and vacuum separation pro¬ 
cesses are carried out in a single equip¬ 
ment. 

SPACE 

India to launch Korean, German 
satellites 

r MDIA will launch a Korean and a Ger¬ 
man satellite along with India's IRS-P4 
.satellite on the PSLV-C2, scheduled for 
I launch in end-1998, marking India's cn- 


try into the world market for launch ser¬ 
vices. ' 

According to the 1998-99 report of the 
Department of Space (DOS), commercial 
benefits have started accruing to Ind ia from 
the space programme. 

Indian space capabilities have also 
received internationally recognition 
thnnigh the supply of sateUitc subsystems 
to internationally reputed space indus¬ 
tries. 

Tlie DOS also plans to launch follow- 
on satellites in the IRS series for remote 
sensing of (Keans during 1998, while a re¬ 
sources survey satellite is plarmed for the 
turn of the century. 

Three years of US-Russian Space 
Cooperation 

T he Disawcn/ space shuttle landed at 
the Kennedy Space Centre on June 1.3, 
1998, ending the orbital adventure begun 
by the llnited States and Russia three years 
ago. Discowry brought home US astronaut 
Andrew Thomas, who spent over four 
months in orbit aboard the Russian space 
station Mir, when the shuttle landed af 
ter a 10-day mission Thomas's return 
ended three years ol nearly uninter¬ 
rupted US presence in space and closed 
the first chapter in NASA'.s cooperation 
with the Russian space agency. In nine 
joint missions the shuttle played the role 
ot "space truck", transporting 34 tonnes 
of food, scientific equipment, and other 
materials t(ir the Russian cosmonauts 
and their American guests. The experi¬ 
ence will help in the construction ot the 
international space station, set to begin 
later this year. 

The space trip also carried an experi¬ 
ment by Nobel laureate Dr Samuel C.C. 
Ting—the Alpha Magnetic Spectmmeter 
(AMS) experiment llie AMS experiment 
was the first of a new generation ot space- 
based experiments which used particles in¬ 
stead of light to study the Universe. The 
experiment will help answer questions 
about the creation, growth and future of 
the universe. It will also help probe further 
into questions surrounding the "Big Bang 
theory". 

Researchers will use the AMS detec¬ 
tor to search for both antimatter and "dark 
matter" to answer two specific questions: 


First, if ('qua! amounts of matter and anti¬ 
matter were produced at the beginning of 
the universe as described by the Big Bang 
scenario, and if the galaxies we now see 
are made only ot matter, where has the 
antimatter gone? Second, since the mass 
of a galaxy seems to be greater than the 
visible mass of all its stars, gas and dust, is 
there dark matter of a new kind that has 
eluded discovery? 

This was the first time that Disaroery 
docked with the Mir. The first eight dock¬ 
ing missions were conducted by Atlantis 
and LiidmHiiir. 

During NASA’s nine docking mis¬ 
sions to Mir, 4.3 Americans visited the 
space station and more than 34 tons of , 
equipment and supplies were hauled back 
and forth. 

The seven Americiins who actually 
lived on Mir spent 977 days in space, in¬ 
cluding 907 on the outpost. In all, 101 
people—including Russians, Europeans, 
Japanese and others—visilcxl the space sta¬ 
tion 

The Russians plan to continue fly¬ 
ing Mir through 1999 and then will let 
the aging facility burn up in the atmo¬ 
sphere, 1,3 years after it was launched 
into orbit. 

Until then, all efforts will turn to 
building the new international space sta¬ 
tion Construction is to begin in orbit at 
the end ol 1998. 

Cosmic explosion batfles scientists 

A powerful cosmic explosicm, that 
released hundred times the energy of Su¬ 
pernova or exploding star, has baffled the 
world's rosmologists now unravelling 
principles that led to it. Detected by an 
Italian Dutch Beppo Sax Satellite and 
NASA's Compton gamma ray observatory 
satellite in December, 1997, the gama ray 
burst was as lumnous as the rest of tlie 
universe. 

As the optical object likely to be asso¬ 
ciated with a burster is estimated to be a 
large red shift (an astronomical unit mea¬ 
suring distance between cosmic bodies), 
the total luminosity of the transient was 
really huge. 

The European and American satel¬ 
lites, which detected the burst, detailed 
measurements of its total brightness 
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and precision, enabling' follow up ob¬ 
servations with ground-based tele- , 
scopes and NASA's Miibble Space 
Telescope. j 

Finding such a large energy release ' 
over such briel period of time is unprec- , 
i?dentei1 in astronomy, (‘xcept for thi’ Big 
Bang itself. 

The large amount ot energy has sur¬ 
prised astronomers the world over: most ■ 
theoretical models proposed to explain 
these bursts can not explain this much i 
energy. 

Energy n*least*d in the W-second-long | 
cosmic burst was hundreds of times larger ' 
than the energy given out in Supernova . 
explosions, and it is about equal to the ' 
amount of energy radiated by our entire ‘ 
galaxy over a period ot a couple of centu- ; 
ries. 

I he observations will permit research- | 
ers to choose among competing theories , 
for the origin ot ganuna ray bursts. j 

MISCEILANY 

Automobiles ninth biggest killer 
TN the 100 years after the first man was j 
Xknocked down on the road, automo- , 
biles have killed over 30 million people— , 
equal to the population of K“raia or ' 
Orissa—says the report on world disas¬ 
ters released by the Internatiojial Fed¬ 
eration of Red Cross and Red (Crescent : 
Societies. 

The world's first pedestrian death was 
in ]'8%, the first driver died in 18‘)8 and ' 
four-wheel vehicles have claimed an esti- ! 
mated 30 million lives. 

By IWO, traffic accidents were as- i 
sessed to be the world's ninth biggest ' 
cause of deaths, killing at least 500,000 ! 
people a year. Road accidents are likely to 
emerge as the third largest killer m the 
next two decades, |ust behind clinical ; 
depression and heart disease, but ahead | 
of respiratorv infections, tulH'rculosis, war , 
and HIV. ' , 

In India alone, where the number , 
of vehicles increased by 23 per cent be- ! 
tween 1990 and 1993 to 4.5 million, ' 
about three persons are killed for every i 
1,000 licensed \ eludes. While 75 per i 
cent of those killed are pedestrians, 60 , 
per cent ot road accidents are ascribed | 
to buses and trucks. 








Options to Meet Energy Requirements 

By K.K. Dhingra, Executive Director, PCRA 

Today every country draws its energy needs from a variety of sources, which can 
broadly be categorised as commercial and non-commercial. The commercial include 
fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas), hydro electric power and nuclear power, while the 
non-commercial sources include wood, animal wastes and agriculture wastes. The 
commercial fuels contribute approximately 60% of the total primary energy consump¬ 
tion of the world 

Heavy and constant use of fossil fuels in the developed world, and the irrational use 
of the fire wood in the developing countries, has resulted in environmental degradation. 

In recent years, the main issues of concern have been the environmental degra¬ 
dation due to release of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, deforestation leading to 
serious ecological influences like siltation of rivers and non-productivity of land. 

Besides, the proven oil reserves are limited and are not going to last forever. Thus, 
there is a need to find alternative sources ot energy which can not only be commercially 
viable but also environment-friendly. Biomass, solar energy, mini hydel power, wincf 
power, Geo-thermal energy and Tidal waves cover the spectrum of the known renew¬ 
able resources. The advantage of these resources is that they can be harnessed almost 
everywhere, are economical and environment-friendly. While biomas and solar energy 
have substantial potential to form a dependable resource base to fill the gap that may 
arise with the fast depletion of world petroleum resources, application ot other renew¬ 
able resources can be exploited on small scale levels at remote areas where infrastruc¬ 
ture IS not yet developed. 

Solar energy can be converted into various forms of energy, like electricity, hydro¬ 
gen. chemical and thermal energy. The production of hydrogen by using solar energy 
is especially attractive as it is available in abundance, recyclable, pollution-tree, useable 
as transportable fuel, and a better one. - 

When the fossil fuels reserves are no more available, solar energy with hydro¬ 
gen IS the only alternative for fulfilling the needs for human energy till nuclear fusion 
can become a reality. 

Two other sources ot energy are tidal energy and geothermal energy. In a tidal 
power status, water at high tide is first trapped in an artificial basin and then allowed 
lo escape at low tide. The escaping water is used to drive water estuaries which in turn 
drive electrical generators. The first commercial tidal power station was constructed in 
France in 1965 across the mouth of the La Ranee estuary. In India the three potential 
region identified are Gulf ot Cambay and Kutch, and the Hoogly Estuary. 

Geothermal Energy is the energy coming out of the molten interior of the earth. 
This energy can be used effectively foi generating electricity or space heating. 

The first geothermal power plant was constructed inLarderello in Italy in 1901. The 
largest concentration of geothermal power station is in the Geysers of California USA, 
with an installed capacity of 2212 MW. In India, geothermal resources are known to 
exist in Ladakh and in Himachal Pradesh. 

Under the nuclear option, the two alternatives being studied are the breeder reac¬ 
tor and nuclear fusion. In nuclear fusion, energy is released by joining very light atoms. 
If the current research on controlled fusion through magnetic confinement and laser 
induced fusion is eventually successful, and fusion reactors are built, they could pro¬ 
vide the ultimate solutions to the world's energy problem. 

Tilt a viable alternative to oil is found out it is very important that public is made aware 
that this resource is finite and every effort should be made to conserve every drop. The 
task is gigantic and needs each and every individual’s support and cooperation. 
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SPORIS 

CHESS 

Sparkassen Meet 

VI.ADMIR Kramnik ot Russia retained in 
unbeatable reputation to emerge as 
champion of the meet for the fourth time. 

CRICKET 

South Africa-England Test Scries 
SOUTH Africa won a lO-wirket victory in 
the second Test after getting f> England 
wickets for just II runs. I he match was 
played at Lord's. 

The third Test ended in an exciting 
draw after England tailender batted 
through most of the closing hour. England 
ended on .%S for nine, thus avoiding 
defeat. The match was played at Old 
Trattord. 

Sri Lanka Independence tournament 
IN a nail-biting finish, India managed to 
tiefi'at Si 1 Lanka by six runs to win the tri- 
nation tournament. New Zealand was the 
third participating nation. 

Sachin equals century record 
SACHIN Tendulkar equalled West Indian 
llesmond Haynes' record of 17 centuries 
and alst) reached the 70(XI-run ntark in one- 
day internationals when he hit a cemurv 
ill the final of the Independence Cup, 
played at Colombo, Sri Lanka. Ine little 
champion caught up with Havnes in 


: record 42 matches. 

Sri Lanka-New Zealand 
SR] I .ankii won a IM-run victory over New 
' Zealand in the final Test played at 
; t'olombo and won Ifu^ threc-Test series 
2-1. Muralitharan and Bandaratilake took 
wickets between them to dismiss New 
Zealand for 131 runs. 

FOOTBALL 
The World Cup, 1998 
THE Ihth World Cup opened in France 
with 600 acrobats acting out the planting 
ot a magu garden. Stiltwalkers dressed as 
insects walked among 38(1 green hoppers 
i who brought a rippling, 8,000 square 
metre canvas on to the field. I he Cup was 
founded in France ami inspired by )ules 
Rimet, whose name was on the original 
: trophy for 40 years. Only 7 countries formed 
■ FIFA in Pans, 94 years ago, and if tiKik 26 
years for the World Cup to get ofl (he 
gmund. It was last staged in France in 1938, 
where 16 teams took part in a l.l-day 
competition, knlay, it lias .i mi-mbership 
figure I't 202 countries. There were 64 
matches over .3.3 days, covered by 13,000 
media n'presentatives. With .32 teams ttiking 
part, it was the biggest World Cup ever 
The last food giant, .McDonald's, 
offered a million dollars to a player for a 
' charity proiect it he serwed a hat trick. MFA 


I added a Fast Coal Award to spark 
, attacking play. 

; At the time of going to print France 
j and llra/il liad entered the finals. For France, 

I this was the first enfiy into any World Cup 
! final Ilra/il were defending champioas. 

TENNIS 

: Wimbledon, 1998 

j DEFFNDINCi Champion Pete Sampras 
I overcame Cioran Ivanisevic in a thrilling 
! five-set final to win the men's singles 
title—Sampras' fifth wimbledon title. The 
I victory ended a barren run in the majors 
; after he tailed to advance beyond the 
I quarter-final stage in last three Crand 
' Slams. 

In the women's singles jana Novotina, 
the losing finalist in 19^)3 and 1997, won 
hi'- lirsf Wimbledon title by defeating 
' Nathalie Taii<(ial of France. 

The men's double title was won by 
I jacco I Itingh and Paul Haarhuis of 
' Netherlands They ended the five-year 
. Wimbledon run ol the Australian doubles 
pair ot Tod Woodhridge and Mark 
Woodforde, 

The women's doubles title was won 
! by Martina Hingis and Jana Novotna, while 
, the niixtxl doubles title was won by Max 
, Mirnyi ot Belarus and Serena Williams ol 
■ USA, who defeated Mahi'sh Bhupaliii of 
India and Mirjana Lucie ot Crcxitia. 


SSB INTERVIEWS 

NEXT COURSE NDA/ CDS ENTRANCE TESTS STARTING FROM lOtfi JULY' 98 ONWARD. 


Be A Commissioned Officer In Armed Forces A Career Full of Challenges, Adventure A Quality of Life 

JOIN ALPS AOADEMY Estd.:i979 

A Defence Oriented Institute with a record of over 8 Thousand Successes. 


Director : Lt. Col KD Sc-qan (Retd.) Ex Senior GTO (Posted Twice on Panels ot SSBs) 

Recipient ot Chief of Army Staff's Commendation Card tor Preparing NCC Candidates Fot Selection Bo.ards. 


ALPS ACADEMY CB-IBS, Bing Road. Naralna (Near Petrol Pump) New Delhi, Phone ; 5998067, S698941 
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MfNOISWHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Elected Etc 

Abdulsalam Abubakar President of 
Nigeria 

Andres Pastrana: He is the new 
President of Colombia. 

G P. Gupta: He is the new Chairman 
and Managing Director of IDBI. 

P.J. Nayak: He has taken charge as 
Un Chairman. 

Resigned 

Pramod Mahajan: Political Adviser to 
the Prime Minister. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Maumoon Abdul Gayoom: President 


of Maldives and SAARC Chairman. 

Sheikh Hasina: Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh. 

Died 

Haji Mohammad Alam: The world's 
tallest man. He belonged to Pakistan. 

General Sant Abacho: President of 
Nigeria. 

Nikhil Chakrawrty : Noted journalist 
and Chairman of Prasar Bharati Board. 

Sumati Morarjee: The first 
woman of Indian shipping industry 
and a close associate of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 



JUNE 

7—At least 22 people are killed when a 
powerful bomb explodes in a train in 
Pakistan. 

9—A cycione hits Gujarat, killing over 
1000 people and destroying Kandla 
port. Life is immobilised in many parts 
of the State. 

—The rupee hits an all-time low and 
enwses Rs 42 to a dollar as nervousness 
grips foreign exchange markets. 

12—Pakistan rejects India's offer of talks 
and sticks to its own interpretation of 
what the terms should be. 

19—Militants gun down 25 members of a 
marriage party near Doda in jammu 
and Kashmir, the third major massacre 
since January. 

28— At least UK) people are killed and 1000 
injured in an earthquake in southern 
Turkey. 

29— The government decides to create three 
new States of Uttaranchal, Vananchal 
and Chattisgarh and to accord full 
Statehood to Delhi. 

.'10—Tension escalates in the Gulf as 
US fighter jets strike at Iraqi radar 
site. 

JULY 

1—Two persons arc killed and 25 
injured when Pakistani troops shell 
.civilian areas of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 
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2— A defecting Pakistani nuclear 
scientist, Iftikhar Chaudhry 
Khan, reveals in the US that 
Pakistan had deployed nuclear 
weapons and had decided on pre¬ 
emptive nuclear strikes against 
India. 

—The Women's Reservation Bill is 
deferred and would be referred to an 
all-party meeting. 

—A special court in Patna asks Laloo 
Prasad Yadav to surrender by July 27 
on the basis of another chargesheet 
in a conspiracy case in the fodder 
scam. 

3— Four other nuclear scientists from 
Pakistan surface in Britain and 
confirm allegations of nuclear strikes 
against India made earlier by another 
scientist. Pakistan denies the 
allegations. 

5—Sixteen militants are shot dead by 
troops in Jammu and Kashmir; in the 
border district of Kupwara. 

7— Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
rules out LoC as basis of talks with 
Pakistan. 

8— France and Brazil enter the finals of 
the 1998 Football World Cup. 

—^The United States rejects India's 
contention that it needs a minimum 
credible nuclear deterrent against 
China, saying that such a posture 
would be a "grave mistake" and go 


against Washington's non¬ 
proliferation objective in Soiith- 
Asia. 

—Nigeria's military government is 
dissolved following death, in prison, 
of Nigeria's most pmminent political 
prisoner, Moshood Abcola, that 
resulted in riots in Nigerian capital 
Abuja. 

9—Postal employees launch a nationwide 
indefinite strike to press for their 
10-point agenda. 

—^India and USA hold secret talks on 
N-issue. 

—Dr Najma Heptullah is unanimously 
re-elected as Deputy Chairperson of 
I the Rajya Sabha. 

I —Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
assures the I.ok Sabha that 
reservations for Scheduled Tribes/ 
Castes and Other Backward Classes 
will continue. 


S.R. Rao: The former Surat 
Municipal Commissioner who 
had the city cleaned up after 
the outbreak of plague and 
transformed it. He has entered 
the Limca Book of Records for 
his achievement. 

Arjun Sengupta: The 
former Planning Comrhission 
member, who has been 
appointed to head a high- 
powered UN committee on 
global sanctions. 

Herb Tanner: The W-year 
old former pilot with ardfl^al 
knees, who made a record by 
bec(xr^the oldest 
fo jump from 

' 'hotcRrig' on fo anyone eliw.''''' \ 
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dSa READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


REAO 

IIMS 

HOOKS 



TllK 

RIGHT 

c iioK i: 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14. 
PHONES : 431691S, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsni.iietJii 


NOW liMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Inclutling 3000 Objeellvt Typo EKpacltd OuoMliont) Ra. 
2500 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 
50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(5000 Obloetlw Typo Outatlona for all Exama) Ra. 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEOGEAS.S. Ra. 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Malarial A 5000 Ob/act/va Ouaatlona) Ra. 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(0500 OUaetlua Typa Quaatlona for all Exama). Ra. 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. 
ENGLISH COMPREHENSION (200 Raiding ConrnrahwwIanPaHtgai) Ra. 
COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 

100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EMUS (With Study Malarial) Ra. 
OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NOA/ 

COSE/NTSE EXAMS (With Full Study Malarial) Ra. 

5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Maiarial-Tha Complala Improvamant Couraa) Ra. 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON NUMERICAL ABILITY (Fully Solvad) Ra. 
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 OblactWa Ouaallona With Study Malarial) Ra. 
. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(5000 Obiacllva Typa Quaatioaa lor all Exama.) Ra. 

. VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objaellira Typa Ouaatlona With Full Study Malarial) Ra. 
. DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE »AMS 
(Objaedua Typa Quaatlona With Full Study Malarial) Ra. 

. OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Ob/aeHvaOuaa«ofM; Ra. 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Malarial for all Exama) Ra. 

4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR IIT/JEE EXAM Ra. 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Full Study Malarial A1500 Ouanlom) Ra. 
. 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 
. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 
. CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra. 

. TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Ra. 

. HTTO on Yiftwo-OTgf%«3 (og-Sorf^) irpdm Ra. 

. tiropo siro ■ sooo (og-Sorf^noi) trprtTR Ra. 

wm-o wn - 100 ftffen Ra. 

. HPiPo fiNI - 2600 (oj-Soifcoat) BYohn Ra. 

YTioRi ift ijo nofyiftti n6Min Ra. 

, WOrrif^RT Ra. 




5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 

20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Quaatlon Bank) Ra. 


13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 200/- 

15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 180/- 

150/- 16. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (With Full Study Malarial) Ra. 250/- 

75/- 17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 130/- 

18. 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
140/- INDIAN HISTORY (W/l/iFii//Study MaMf/a/; Ra. 400/- 

1S0/- 19. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Ra. 180/- 

20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

120/- ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 200/- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 300/- 

22. Twrei mw ■ 4000 (wg-Swfiqw) Rfidm Ra. 200 /- 

50/- 23. KIWI MI vfSivra - 3IBHH 1(0 8300 Ot-gft r O HWiRlY Ra. 320/- 

24. y i u i -flia ftiUK ■ aiEqin wnnft i(0 sooo WFiim Ra. 300/-‘ 

' 25. - 4000 Oig^KS HYsflm Ra. 200/- 

120/- 26. mnn - 4700 iiY<6itT Ra. 200/- 

.j27. artYiRH-aiHniK ttikA ^ looo ingftM (oj-Bm&im) uf-iltit Ra. 250/- 
160/- 28. HPiRi MunH ■ 12,000 (og-Soif^m) nT=(l1FI Ra. 300/- 


BOOKS ONIAS, 1^^^ 


1 . GENERAL SCIENCE Ra. 200/ 

2. GEOGRAPHY 

(WORLD A INDIA) Ra. 200/ 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 200/ 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Ra. 150/ 

5. INDIAN CONSTITUTION Rd. 150/ 

5. G.K. WORKBOOK Ra. 200/' 


7. GENERAL HENTALABIUTY Ra. 150/- 

8. CURRENT AFFAIRS Ra. 50/- 

9. WPTIKi Ra. 200/- 

10. ^^rflR (fihm SllY KIWI) Ra. 200/- 

11. KIWI Ml ifilBlW Ra. 200/- 

12. KIWI 811 wnWK Ra. 150/- 

13. KiwftK aiiiaiMmi Ra. 150/ 


2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study Matarial) 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POUTICAL SCIENCE 
SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Full Study Malarial) 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOT/U4Y 
5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 




1. PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 

4. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 

5. ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

6. TRAVELS TOURISM FOR ALL 

7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 

8. PAINTING FOR ALL 
9 BEAUTY FOR ALL 

10. ACCOUNT/MCY FOR ALL 

11. ENGUSH CONVERSATION COURSE (Conlalnlng 200 
Engllah ConvaraaUona On Varloua Topica In Ei^lah) 

12. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS S 
SSB INTERVIEWS (With An Introduction to Inlarvlawa) 

13. ENGUSH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

14. WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

15. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS S ANTONYMS 

16. DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 

17. MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 

18. PARAGRAPH WRITINQ FOR ALL 

19. PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL . 

2(L> )UQDEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Maine « lO^Maaaaa) 

21. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS. 

22. INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

23. IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

24. ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS (CONTAINING 300 SHORT ESSAYS) 

25. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

28. RMS ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (Hlndl-Engllah) 

27. BUSINESS G.KJBUSINESS AWARENESS 

28. WORD POWER (WHh FuH Sanlancaa) 

29. I.A.S. PLANNER (WHh Full Syllabua 

30. PREPOSITIONS FOR ALL (With Full Santaneaa) 

31. CONFUSED S MISUSED WORDS (With FuH Santancaa) 

32. PROVERBS FOR AU OCCASIONS 


Ra. 

150/ 

.V f 


Ra. 

100/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

60/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

40/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

150/- 

Ra. 

100/ 

Ra. 

150/- 

Ra. 

200/- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

SO/- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

00/- 

Ra. 

50/- 

Ra. 

100/- 

Ra. 

100/- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

100/- 

Ra. 

TOh 

Ra. 

150/- 

Ra. 

40/- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

lOOf- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

70/- 

Ra. 

70/- 


For Iraa poataga aand iha full amount In advanco by M.OJBank Draft on lha abova addroaa. For V.P.P. aand Ra. 200/- by MX), aa advanea. 


G.D.: RS. 100/- | I.A.S. PLANNER : RS. 100/- | INTERVIEWS : RS. 100/- 












JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


1 REE^THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OFFEREE 

Management & services 
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ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL DECEMBER 31,1998. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER Rs. 1500/- 


MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 


CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRI ETC. Rs. 1800/- 


I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 
3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSrCS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Each Count 
I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 


Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1800/- 


AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER RS.235Q/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.I./BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM/BANK P.O. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ‘A’/’B’ Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FJC.R.P.FAT.B.P. EXAM Rs.lSOO/- 
L.I.CJG.I.C. A.A.O.’s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES (CDSE) Rs. 1500/- 
INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs.1500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs.lSOO/- 


B.B.SJB.B.A7B.B.M. ENT. EXAM 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM 
NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) 
N.T.S.E. EXAM 

LI.Tyj.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM 
M.B.B.S7P.M.T. ENT. EXAM 
SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 
B.S.F., D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM 
IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’ GRADE EXAM 
BANK CLERKS’/CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 
ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 
INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE 


Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1800/- 


RS. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1200/- 
Rs. 1200/- 
Rs. 1200/- 


R8.1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 


HAPPY NEWS I NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 

• GROUP DISCUSSIONS Rs. 50/- 

» INTERVIEWS Rs. 50/- 

• ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

• INDIAN CONSTITUTION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

• POLITICAL SCIENCE (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 

• INDIAN HISTORY (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. While sending your fee. please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly in capital letters 
on the M.O. coupon or in the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest. Please write your address clearly. 

2. If possible please send your fee by banK draft only by Registered A.D. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M.A. EngllshA Pol. Sc. (Pub.Admn.), P.G. Dip. In Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 
_Send your full fee by Bank Drafl/Money Order immediately to: 



THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18, (II FLOOR). JANGPLIRA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. ; 4316915, 4329106, 4311946, FAX ; 91-11-4313503 
_ E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsnl.net.in 



NOW IIMS COACHING CENTRE AT GUWAHATt (Jayanta Commercial Complex) (Phon.No : saaori) 


NOW IIMS OFFERS IN ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA. 


BECOME IIMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART OF THE MOST REPUTED 
INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM SEND 
Rs. 200/- BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN ABOVE. 
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FOR l^UCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAM$ READ IIMS ^SUCCESS PACKS' 


FREE 

IU)()KS 

\\()l<l II Ks. 201 


rilMS PUBLICATIONSTt 


REfc 


ItOOKS 

‘Kill Ks. -d'l/- 


6ni, JANGPURA EXTENSION (DOUBLE STOREY). NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-14 
PHONES: 4329106, 4316915, 431194< FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimipBbOade.vsal.net.in 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETmVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE 
BOOKS WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON G.DJINTERVIEWS/I^GLISH 
CONVERSATIONHNDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL DECEMBER 31.1998. 


I.A.S. 


(IVe(ims) 

(General 

.Studius 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/> 

2. G.K. Workbook Rc. 200/- 
X 15,000 Questions on 

GenemI Studies Rs. 300/- 

4. S0M.T.P.onG.K. Rs. 140/- 

5. General Science Rs. 200/- 

6. Objective Gee.Scieece Rs. 100/- 

7. Geography Rs. 200/- 

8. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

9. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

10. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 
ll.l00P.P.onG.KyG.S. Rs. 150/- 

12. GeiersIMeatsi Ability Rs. 150/- 

13. Arithmetic Rs. 60/- 

14. Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

15. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 


Rs. 2270/- 



1. BPIPJJ 3IW1R 

2. wm»ei ftBH 

3. 

4. viivn on ijl l o i ei 

5. viRB an vtftHH 

6. MHtflti aiifapFien 

7. wtT'et RH/atutn't 
lOOOfbEvi 

8. BPIFet 
ItelTlfttt 'lUliet 


i.r.h, 

• il.K. /(; O'.IA ) 


Total: Rs.2660/ 


MBA 


iV10i\ FN'r./CAi', 

MA'l ItSiH/UAi VJ/,VLRl, ETt 


TnitffniqiiM:TioFi^a 


Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/. 
Rs. 320/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 150/- 


Rs. 1610/- 


lMM.T.P.oiEs|lish Rs.150/- 
Ceues Efriri is Ei|liib Rs. 100/- 
TeittrEifliibLniMie IU.150/- 
Reiiisi CepitreheiileB Rs. 70/- 
Engllsh Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 
Grmip Discussions Rs. 100/- 
Arimeslitive Qisdins Rs. 100/- 
SyaeayM 6 Aslesyas Rs. 70/- 
. Idioms ft Phrases Rs. 70/- 
. Word Power Course Rs. 200/- 
. ObJccOve Maths Rs. 120/- 
. SMtQanlieisesArilkactltRs.160/- 
. IN P.r. 11 Nsncrlcil AbililyRs. 160/- 
. Data Inlcrpietation Rs.l0Q/- 
. Verbal Reasoning Rs.l20/- 
. Test of Reasoning Rs. 150/- 
. IN M.T.f. es ReiMiiii Rs. 150/- 
. Interviews for Ail Rs. 100/- 
. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 
. 50 M.T.P. on G.K. Rs. 140/- 
. Business G.K. Rs. 40/- 



General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

50M.T.P.onG.K. R8.140/- 

lOOP.P. onG.K. Rs.150/- 

Indian Constitution Rs. 100/- 

Generai Science Rs. 200/- 

Geography Rs. 200/- 

Indlan History Rs. 200/- 

Dlctionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

Objective Maths Rs. 120/ 

i.!IN Qicilisiivs Ariiknctic Rs. 160/ 

. General English Rs. 120/ 
;. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/ 
.Ted orEsglish LiS|aigc Rs. 150/ 
'.CennsB Erreri is Es|lifbRs. 100/ 
L Group Discussions Rs. 100/ 

I. InterWews for All R$.100/ 

’. English ConverHtion Rs. ISO/ 

LWmd Power Course Rs.200/ 


General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 
G.K.Workbo(ft Rs.200/- 
Gencral Science Rs. 200/- 
Geography Rs. 200/- 

Indian History Rs. 200/- 

Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 
Indian Economy Rs. ISO/- 
General English Rs.l20/- 
INM-.T.r.siEaglish Rs.IS0/- 
t.Tesi si Esfliih Lss|Sf|e Rs. ISO/- 
.Connss Errtn Is EsiliibRs. 100/- 
L Ar|ttncitatlvc QseitloH Rs. 100/- 

i. 100 Impwtant Essays Rs. 50/- 
L Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

i. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

>. Model Utters Rs. 70/- 

.Sysosyaif 6 AstsiyBs Rs. 70/- 
Lldiomsft Phrases Rs. 70/- 
'. Word Power Course Ra.200/- 

i.Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 
. Previous Papers Rs. SOI- 
Interviews for AH Rs. 100/ 


MBBS EN! 

KXAMS/i’M'i 


1. 5000 Qucstioai on Physics 100 

2. SINQaedissisaChesiidry 100 

3. 5000 Questhms on Botany 100 

4. 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5. General Science 200 

6. Objective Science 100 

7. 3000 QuesUona on Science 100 

8. Dictionary of Science 70 


S.B,I./BANK P.O./ 
RBI OI'FKERSGDK.'B’ 

EXAM, AC/DSI’ IN CRPIV 
BSF/ITHP EXAM. BB.S/BIIA/ 
BBM KM. EXA.M 


1. General Knowledge Rs. 150/- 

2. S0M.TJ>.onG.K. Rs. l40/-j 

3. 100 P. P. on G.K. Rs. 150/- 

4. General English Rs. 120/- 

5. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 150/. 

6. Tut ef Eafliih Lia|u|t Rs. 150/- 

7. ResdisgCeaiprehcssiftB Rs. 70/- 

8. Cannes ErteniiEi|llil Rs. 100/- 

9. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

10. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

11. Prads Writing Rs. 60/- 

12. Model Utters Rs. 70/- 

13. English Vocabutaiy Rs. 150/- 

14.SyBosynii& AalssyBia Rs. 70/- 

15. Idioms ft Phrases Rs. 70/- 

16. Group Discussions Rs. lOO/- 

17. Ar|uacBlallvcQacitieni Rs. 100/- 
18.SNIQatiliaisaiArllkntllc Rs. 160/- 

19. IN f.f. as Nintiuel Ability Rs. 160/- 

20. Test of Reasoning Rs. 150/- 

21. IN M.T.P. an Rtaseais( Rs. 150/- 

22. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/- 

23. Data Interpretation Rs. 100/- 

24. Interviews for All Rs. 100/- 


Rs. 2690/. 


INSPF-rTORS i W 

CaE./SaTAX, 

!>■’ 'I DP,-i'li!. \U. i 

; ;,\i l \ iM.. 


1. General Knowledge Rs.l50/- 

2. 50M.T.P.onG.K. Rs.140/. 

3. 100P.P. onG.K. Rs.l50/- 

4. Indian Constitution Ks.l00/- 

5. English Vocabulary Rs.IS0/- 

6. SNI Qatillaas as Arilbntlic Rs. 160/- 

7. Test of Reasoning Rs.l50/- 

8. IN M.T.P. as Rcateiisi Rs.l50/- 

9. Objective Geography Rs. 60/- 

10. Objective Science Rs.l00/- 

11. General Englisb Rs.l20/. 

12. Teat ef Esiliab Laa|eagt Rs.150/- 

13. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.150/- 

14. Caamas Erian ia Ee|liib Rs.100/- 

15. 100 Important Emys Rs, 50/- 

16. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

17. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

18. Model Utters Rs. 70/- 

19. Interviews for All Rs.100/- 


Rb.2160/- 


RS.S70I Total 


ENGLISH 

IMPROVEME.NT/ 
SPEAKING COIRSE 


1. English ConverHtion Rs. ISO/- 

2. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

3. General English Rs. 120/- 

4. Cannas Erran la Ea|tlib Rs. 100/- 

5. Idioms ft Phrases Rs. 70/- 

6. Syaoeysia 0 Aatoeyai Rs. 101- 

7. Word Power CourM Rs. 200/- 

8. 100 Important EsuysRs. 50/- 

9. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

10. Precis Writing Rs. 60/- 

11. Model Utters Rs. 70/- 
J2. IHM.T.P.saEeglish Rs. 150/- 

13. TcitafEB|llibLiagaB|( Rs. 150/- 

14. Raa4ia| Canprchanilae Rs. 701- 

15. Arguacalalivc Qatiliasi Rs. 100/- 

16. Caafeiri 6 Misastd Wardi Rs. 70/- 

17. Prepositions for All Rs. 70/- 


Total 


G R (> 1) P 

ds.sci:.ssi,(>!NS/ 

iNi'ERViF^^S.'SSB 


1. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

2. Interviews for All Rs. 100/- 

3. Arianrslativr Qariliau Ks. 100/- 

4. Quotatioiu for All Rs. 50/- 

5. English ConverHtion Rs. ISO/- 

6. 100 Important Esnys Rs. SO/- 

7. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

8. b:ngllsh Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

9. Word Power Course Rs. 200/- 

10. General Knowledge Ks. 150/- 


Total: Rs.1100/' 


1. Students may buy the complele 
‘Success Pack’ or any book/boohs. 

2. Free Books worth Rs. 200/-wHI be 
sent to those students only who buy our 
full ‘Success Pack’ of any course and 
send the fail payment In advance. To 
avail of this offer the students may de¬ 
duct an amount of Rs. 200/- from the 
total cast of the‘Success Pack * as given 
above while sending the amount by 
M.07Baiik Draft. 

3. For frra postage, please send the 
fan amount hi advance by M.O Aank 
Draft an the above addrese. For V.P.P. 
send Ra. 50IV- by M.O. as advance. 

4. Write your name, address and the 
name of the‘Success Pack*, dearly in 
capital letters on the M.O. Coupon or in 
the letter. 


ENGLISH CONVERSATION : Rs. 150/- WORD POWER COURSE ; Rs. 200/- DATA : RS. 100/- 






































The best two letters at the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100.00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue, You 
can also e-mail your response tO' tettaf« ®co t np ttt k » ni na«tfXOnt The decision of the Editor 
win be final 


PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


Economic end popolatliHi mwRfth 

it can be argued that population is a problem because 
economic growth has not h^t pa«» widi its growth. For years 
private eiderprise has been dirotded by outdated laws and controls. 
It is no wonder that today we find population growth outstripping 
our economic achievements. Economic mismanagement may bd 
the cauie of many iOs, which are sought to be justified by rqieating 
the ageoid phrases about population. Today, popu-latton growth 
seems to be dangerous not because of numbers but lack of economic 
growth. 

Hmlfta Shanker 
Chennai 

Improving Personality 

Personality is one of the most important aspect of a person. 
People in India are losing out their confidence and natural flair 
because of corrupt^Tt. For example, if a person knows he is 
dishonest, no outward display will lend him real personality. 
This trait is giving us a bad name in the world and young people 
would do well not to fall in this trap and ruin their personality 

Rupesh Kumar 
Darjeeling, West Bengal 


Generation Gap 

The difference among gene¬ 
rations is age-old. Even our 
parents were different from 
theirs. Unfortunately, they forget 
their own time and try to impose 
their views on the young. This 
leads to conflict. In solving 
generation gap conflicts, parents 
have a greater responsibility as 
they have gone through the 
process of growing up and 
should handle it in a mature 
manner. 

Sanlosh Kumar Baramvai 
Bokaro, Bihar 

Parents should learn to give 
some freedom to their children. 
Due to immaturity, teenagers 
may indulge in some silly things 
but as they grow up they will 
learn to use the freedom in a 
much more responsible manner. 
Children should also realise that 
some things are better learnt 
Ihrougl. experience .ind learn to 
see the point of view of their 
parents. 

Siidhei>Ji N. 

Kamlassankadnvii, Kerala 

A rapidly changing world 
IS causing a great change in 
the young generation. Though 
the young are much more 
aware, parents try to keep 
them under control. Both 
sides must realise the reality 
of the situation and try to 
strike a balance so that the gap 
may not destabilise the family 
and society 

Sflrt/oy Chanda 
Chinsurah, West Bengal 


Slaeping Giant 
Awakens 

When rich countries conduct 
nuclear tests, no sanctions are 
imposed on them but India 
today faces sanctions. This 
shows the hypocrisy of the 
developed countries. It is clear 
that they cannot see nur country 
prosper. The Soviet Union has 
been dismantled and the South 
Asian countries ruined because 
USA cannot bear to have any 
other country getting ahead. 
India needs to counter such 
designs. 

Rohit Thttkur 
Shimla, Himachal Pradesh 

The colossal cost at which 
we have achieved our nuclear 
explosions makes me wonder 
whether they were necessary at 
all. Now that we have entered 
an arms race, a great amount 
of our wealth will go to the rich 
nations who will happily sell 
arms to both India and 
Pakistan. Though many people 
may feel unjustified pride in 
nuclear status, the tact is that 
we have entered a vicious circle 
from which there is no escape. 
We will only continue to 
become poorer. 

Bichii Muttalhara 
Pune, Maharsahlra 

India has correctly exercised 
its nuclear option since our 
neighbours already possessed 
these dangerous weapons. Why 
should USA and China advise us 
about nuclear weapons when 
they are not ready to destroy 


their stiKkpiles? 

Mif/iu Ghosh 
Nagpur, Maharashtra 

Ragging 

Ragging is notat all necessary 
to improve relations between 
seniors and juniors. It is inhuman 
to expect fun by torturing and 
harassing new- comers to an 
institute. Brutality breeds only 
hatred, not respect for the elders. 
Sometimes new-comere are asked 
to smoke and drink in the name of 
ragging, which is no less brutal 
than murdering someone. 1 
strongly believe that those who 
indulge in ragging should be 


severely punished. 

Sunil Kumar Panigrahy 
Cuttack, Orissa 

Populatloninging 

Growing population impo¬ 
ses a great burden on resources. 
The development of infrastruc¬ 
ture is very slow and with the 
result the poor keep becoming 
poorer. This creates a danger for 
our democracy. Increasing 
population is also responsible for 
Increasing corruption. To make 
our nation strong, we have to 
control the growing population. 

Ravi Kumar Doodi 
Jaipur, Rajasthan 
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Sordid Spectacle 


p 


oliticsisdv^last 
lehige goes 

were as to the 

the same was 
ample by 

two famous Yadavs the 

Indian political milieu—I^kx) you become angry, you prove disbelief. In one single act of Two things, among 

Prasad of Bihar and Mulay am Y^ ^'^ve no argument. But the disgrace, he shamed Ae House, others, have emerged from this 

Singh of UP. Both adorn tragedy is that finer points of The less said about the sordid spectacle: the tone and 

Parliament seats. They and personal conduct matter not a conduct of Laloo Prasad, a timber of political leadership 

their followers covered bit to our Yadavs. The next day former Chief Minister of Bihar, in the country has deteriorated 

theimselves with inglorious they apologised in the House, and Mulayam Singh Yadav, a to such an extent that even the 

actions inside the hallowed but the manner in which they former Defence Minister of the most optimistic unholder of 

hall of Parliament. Hooligaas especially the "King of country, the better. But then, demoaacycaimot but bemoan 

who had been active in State Bihar", made a bigger mockery they could not help it. When the fact. Two, the office of the 

assemblies burst into Hoase than the original the two shears of the scissor Speaker, over the years, has 

indecorous behaviour in the offence. operate, they cut into anything suffered serious erosion in 

House, lowering its prestige. sown by that comes in the way. The respect and authority. It 

Their actions also proclaimed "leaders" are reaped by the saddest part of the episode is touched its acme diuring the 

that parliamentary democracy country in lesser evils which that these worthy repre- tenure of Balram Jhakar of the 

was not Indian politicians'cup become bigger sentatives of the world's Congress Party! Now, the 

of tea. When members of t^ttes. Suresh Yadav (yes, yet largest democracy in the Speaker himself thinks he is 

Parliament them.selvesassault another) tried to outdo his world, would have come to weak and ineffective, 

their own citadel, democracy mentor (he belongs to blows and fist-fights. Otherwise, what prevents him 

degenerates into mobocracy. Kashtriya Janaia Dal) and converting Parliament into a from calling in the Marshal 

And what was the prove- swaggered his way to the mini UP or Bihar assembly. The and have the groundlings 

cation? Practically none. They podium, picked some papers hapless Speaker suspended removed physicdly from the 

were protesting (trying to Speaker's table and the proceedings of the House House, if not suspend them for 

prevent) the BJP-led coalition audacity to snaidi a number of times, and in sheer ' the full session? 

government from intitxlucing the copy of the BiU from the shame and "disgust", Democracy is a voyage 

the Women's Reservation Bill, hands of the Union Law adjourned the House for the towards betterment of man, 

They proved what Socrates Minister, while the horrified day—three cheers for our cheer not a harbour to harbour the 

once wisely observed: When House watched in awe and leaders from Bihar and UP! scums of the polity. 
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India has a confused policy towards Paki¬ 
stan. On the one hand, it claims to want Paki¬ 
stan as a friend and continues the charade of 
holding diplomatic talks. On the other, it goes 
about exploding nuclear bombs and political 
leaders routinely issue threats. Pakistan has 
made frill use of this ambiguity by raising the 
Kashmir issue at every conceivable opportunity 
and encouraging terrorist activity in India. In 
the international arena, it has succeeded in iso¬ 
lating Indie by being part of the China-Paki- 
stan-USA axis. 

India must have a coheren I policy towards 
its neighbour, if both countries are not to go on 
a path of ruin. This fixture describes different 
options before the country and triis to answer 
the question as to how it can deal with its 
neighbour and historical foe. 

I NDO-Pakistan relations have been 
marked by ambiguity and hypocrisy. Both 
countries claim to want peace and harmony 
in the region, but have never missed an op¬ 
portunity to cause pin-pricks to the other. 
Domestic politics in both countries demand 
that the bogey of an "enemy across the 
border" be kept alive so that nationalistic 
sentiments can be whipped up whenever 
needed The armies of toth countries are 
kept at continuous alert and firing at each 
other is commo;. There arc also hints of 
subversive acti viti» in each country when¬ 
ever there Ls domestic violence. 

The two countries have done surpris¬ 
ingly little to sort out their differences. The 
biggest diplomatic effort was perhaps the 
Shimla Summit in 1971, when the Prime 
Ministers of both the countries sat across 
the table and finalised an agreement. After 
that, both countries have chosen to adopt 
ambiguous positions. While secretary-level 
talks have continued over the years, and 
the Prime Ministers meet at international 
meets, Indo-Pak relations have remained 
static. Pakistan has continued to raise the 
Kashmir issue and adopted a belligerent 


stance. Both countries have rejected inte^ 
vention of other countries in resolving the 
issue. As a result, no real progress has been 
achieved in resolving differences. 

Former Prime J^nister Inder Kumar 
Gujral found a common Pimjabi-bond with 
Nawaz Sharif and talked of the "Gujral 
doctrine", which never took off. Months 
later, both countries acquired weapons that 
could blast the other out of the ground. 

Short-term approach 

TF there is an element of hypocrisy in deal- 
ling with Pakistan, India's approach has 
also been marked by short-term thinking. 
Successive governments have been so in¬ 
volved in keeping themselves afloat ttwt 
they have not given a thought to foreign 
policy. Added to this is the lack of states¬ 
man on either side, so it is hardly a wonder 
that relations have continued to deteriorate. 

This short-term thinking is evident if 
we look at India's policy; the country is 
just not sure whether Pakistan is a friend 
or enemy. Political leaders sometimes talk 
of magnanimity in dealing with the 
neighbouring country, since India is a big¬ 
ger and powerful neighbour. Ironically, 
they miss no opportunity in threatening 
the other and giving it a "fitting reply" if 
the need arose. It is this confusion that has 
been exploited by Pakistan over the years. 
It has continued to talk of India as the 
enemy, both inside and outside the coun¬ 
try, and has been able to build bridges with 
China and the USA, isolating India. Even 
the ad v ’ntage of having nuclear bombs has 
been frittered away by our country. 

If India was able to decide whether it 
was a friend or enemy of Pakistan, a co¬ 
herent policy could be formulated. This 
could result in a long-term strategy. For 
I example, if the basis of relationship was 
enmity, India should have done all to de¬ 
stroy Pakistan. These could have been done 


by; a) sealing the bordei^ b) giving a fitkng 
reply to Pakistan every time something 
happened in Kashmii; just like Israel does 
with Syria and Lebanon, c) exposing the 
cmmtry in the world as a terrorist State for 
its activities in India and Afghanistan and 
affect a reduction of international aid to it, 

d) lobbying with international trade 
organisations to isolate Pakistan and e) 
making it spend all its income on arms and 
ammunition and thereby ruining itself, like 
the USA did by entering into an arms race 
with Soviet Union. 

If, on the contrary, the basis of the 
relationship was friendship, the country 
could have followed a strategy to mute the 
two countries on the lines of the European 
Union. This could be done by: a) opening 
up trade so that Pakistan was forced to have 
commercial relations with India, b) easing 
restrictions on the border, exploit senti¬ 
ments oi the people to unite the two coun¬ 
tries, similar to breaking up of the Berlin 
Wall, c) being generous and conceding 
small favours to Pakistan, d) opting for a 
third party mediation and encouraging 
talks, like the Middle East Peace talks and 

e) givirig humanitarian aid so that interna¬ 
tional opinion could slowly force Pakistan 
to have better relations. 

Enemy or Friend? 

S O far the country is following a policy 
marked by confusion and imntaturity. 
It claims that it wants to be friends with 
Pakistan, but goes about exploding nuclear 
bombs. It was political naivete to 'assume 
that the neighbouring country would not 
respond or would continue holding talks 
even as we acquired weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. It was no surprise that Pakistan 
gave a Btting reply to India's boinbs and 
refused to talk to it. The secretaiy-lwel talks 
broke down and at the SAARC Summit in 
Colombo, talks between Prime Ministers 
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Vajpayee and Sharif on July 29,1998, could 
not achieve anything. If India's policy was 
to make friends, going nuclear was un¬ 
doubtedly a grave blunder. 

Neither does India accept that Pakistan 
is an enemy country. It makes feeble at¬ 
tempts to continue a dialogue with it, which 
never go beyond point number one: Kash¬ 
mir. It has not taken effective methods to 
stop infiltration from across the border. Nor 
has jt taken Pakistan to international 
organisations showing that it is a rogue 
country, encouraging terrorism. Making 
feeble noises and issuing threats at political 
rallies is hardly a way to deal with enemies. 

This confused policy has cost the na¬ 
tion dearly. Terrorist attacks have contin¬ 
ued and Pakistan has succeeded in making 
Kashmir an international issue to some 
extent. Over the years, it has stuck to this 
one point. Its policy, at least, is much clearer 
than India. Its strategy is to embarrass In¬ 
dia in every available international forum. 
On August 15 this year, it corrunemorated 
the UN resolution passed in 1948 calling 
for a plebiscite on Kashmir. It continues to 
shell border areas and kill Indians regu¬ 
larly. India has been inetfective in deahtig 
with Pakistan but makes frequent noises 
about encouraging talks. 

In the face of mounting Pakistani ini¬ 
tiatives, India has to resolve the basic ques¬ 
tion as to how it wants to deal wiA its 
neighbour. For example, if it is accepted 
that Pakistan is an enemy, India should go 
all out to prove that it is a terrorist State. 
The proofs gathered by Indian intelligence 
agencies should be presented to die United 
Nations and other organisations. At the 
same time, India should give a fitting re¬ 
ply every time a massacre takes place in 
Kashmir. Lessons could be learnt trom Is¬ 
rael, which wastes no time in clamping 
down on Palestinians every time a bomb 
explodes in its cities. So strict is the curfew 
that Arabs can often not go to the other 
side of the Gaza strip for employment. This 
has resulted in turning public opinion 
against the suicide bombers that had cre¬ 
ated havoc in Israel. In the face of Israeli 
counterr,attacks, the Palestinians had to 
agree to peace talks with their sworn en¬ 
emies and could only hope to get back dteir 
occupietjl land if they agreed to behave and 
allowed peace in the region. 


At the same time, the country can also 
follow the strategy used by the USA with 
the former Soviet Union. For years it car¬ 
ried on an arms race with it so that the 
USSR was not able to spend on welfare or 
development. Slowly, the people turned 
against the system that had impoverished 
them and broke it dowa India should make 
use of the tottering economy of its 
neighbour and force it to spend more on 
arms and military, driving it to ruin. 

Cultural Bonds 

O jii the other hand, the country could 
follow the German example. In the af¬ 
termath of the World War, an artificial di¬ 
vision was created and the city of Berlin 
was divided. The bonds between the 
people, however, remained. These bonds 
were exploited and a strong movement 
resulted in the breaking down of the Berlin 
Wall. India, too, was artifidaUy broken in 
1947. The bonds between the people still 
remain. Following such a policy, the coun¬ 
try should ease restrictions on the border 
so that people across the border can see 
the prosperity in India. Using propaganda 
through satellite television, India can show 
how democracy and secularism are much 
better than being a military State. Ihe bond 
between people should be strengthened 
through cultural contact. It would be a 
matter of time before Pakistan too would 
be forced to break down its defences, re¬ 
sulting in breaking up of the artificial bor¬ 
der. This may sound far-fetched at present 
but certainly is not impossible. 

These ate no doubt difficult tasks. But 
parallels can be found in recent history 
which can be readily followed. Of course, 
such a strategy can only be followed if there 
is long-term thinking in India. So far, deal¬ 
ing with Pakistan has been without any 
vision. The nuclear explosions could have 
been used to the country's advantage but 
on the contrary, the US-China-Pakistan axis 
has isolated India. 

I 

I 

Mutual disaster 

TF the policy is not made clear, bodt coun- 
llries will go on a path leading to mutual 
disaster. India may take solace that it is a 
little better than its nei^boiir: Pakistan 


declared an emergency and froze all fo^ 
eign currency accounts after its nuclear 
explosion. Its stock market has plummeted 
and there is widespread discontent in the 
country. Indians like to think that Paki¬ 
stan is a "failed State." 

Little do they realise that India is on 
a similar path. The rupee keeps falling, ex¬ 
ports are down and the economy shows a 
recessionary trend. Corruption and a con¬ 
trolled economy keeps investors out. 
India's credit rating has been downgraded 
and a trade deficit looms large. The coun¬ 
try may be only a shade better than Paki¬ 
stan, but it is hardly strong enough to 
survive economic sanctions, despite the 
political bravado displayed by politicar 
leaders. There is, thus, an urgent need to 
clearly define a policy, failing which both 
countries will come crashing down. 

There is also a need to be pragmatic. 
For instance, it should be accepted that it 
is almost impossible to talk with Pakistan, 
given its ob^sion with Kashmir. Should 
the country, then, not get off its high horse 
and ask for third party mediation? Seem¬ 
ingly, tough problems like the Middle East 
peace process and the Bosnia conflict have 
been helped by international mediation. 
By allowing UN to intervene, India would 
show its sincerity and Pakistan would be 
forced to take part in the peace process. In 
this context, the recent snubbing of Mr Kofi 
Annan's representative, seems hopelessly 
out of place. 

India would do well to send a signal 
to the world community that it is commit¬ 
ted to peace, unlike its recalcitrant 
neighbour. That would be the only way to 
gain lost ground and gain favour with the 
international community. India should 
stop acting as a stubborn child. If it wants 
to really show that it is a "big brother" of 
the region, it has to learn to play accord¬ 
ing to the rules. In fact, it would do well to 
try and regain our moral authority which 
wc have lost. That can only happen by 
being pragmatic and by giving up out¬ 
dated stance. 

Relations between India and Pakistan 
have been in the hands of uninterested 
foreign secretaries and political leaders 
wanting to show unnecessary bravado. It 
is time that changed, if both countries are 
to survive in the 21st century. 
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Hmi Responsilile Isihe Media TodavP 


The media has always tried to 
sensationalise things in the hope of attracting 
customers. Nowhere is this more evident than 
in the USA, where television channels 
compete with each other to report the latest 
murder, scandal or lawsuit. Every once in a 
while this results in a major blunder, as 
committed by TIME-CNN recently when its 
st^ory on use of nerve gas and killing of 
defectors by US forces, was found to be false. 
An apology was issued but a dent was made 
in the already eroding credibility of the 
media. 

In India too the media has been less than 
responsible. In this feature, we examine the 
growing irresponsibility of journalists as they 
create neios that are just not there. 


T he media is one of those fields which 
influences how others tliink and act; it 
enjoys a high level of responsibility, 
enshrined in the freedom of expression; 
and journalists have access to 
information and personalities that no 
other profession docs. Consequently, it 
has a great role to play, a responsibility 
that .seems to be forgotten by many 
media organisations. In luiic, 1998, the 
respected US television channel, TIME- 
CNN, broadcast a story alleging that the 
deadly sarin gas was used by the US 
army to kill defectors in Laos, known as 
Operation Tailwind. These allegations 
were found to be totally false "not 
supported by evidence", said the 
apologetic media giant. 

The apology hid mon? than it revealed. 
How, for instance, wk the story cooked 
up so as to report something which had 
not happened? Why should leading 
journalists indulge in an act of fiction? 

If we try to answer these questions, 
we discover the erosion of responsibility 
in the media, not only in the US, but in 
countries like India as well. In its efforts to 
get more viewers or readers, newspapers 
and magazines frequently publish 
questionable reports. 


News as Business i 

B asic to the erosion of responsibility < 
is the fact that news is increasingly 
treated as business these days. The idea is 
to attract the customer through any means. 
While on one hand magazines are offering 
freebies to get subscribers, on the other 
they are making ffteir contents more and 
more lurid. The CNN story on sarin gas, 
thus, may have resulted from the need to 
catch and shock the viewer. Journalists 
converted the use of tear gas to sarin gas 
and went about proving their hypothesis. 

It is well-known that a journalist can 
colour the judgement of readers by 
varying the way the news is presented. In 
this case, the judgement of the journalists 
over-rode all other considerations. In 
their enthusiasm, they did not realise 
the implications of making false 
allegations. 

This is symptomatic of the pressure 
that journalists are under to produce •' 
stories that will shock the audience. In an 
age in which television channels get 
advertisements only if the programmes get 
good ratings and editorial integrity of 
newspapers and magazines has become 
secondary to commercial considerations, 
it is no wonder that news has become just 
like any other consumer item. As a 
consequence, newspapers have 
increasingly become like any other 
commodity. Increasingly, investigative 
stories are discouraged as they may hurl 
the business interests of the paper. Most 
television channels and newspapers 
merely report events and do not go behind 
them. The press could act as a reporter 
and moral keeper, but it has forgotten 
those functions entirely. 

Parochial Approach 

X TOR has the media encouraged debate. 
iNNewspapers continue to publish 
commentaries by the same set of people 


day after day, most of them retired and 
outdated. Ramly does one find a fresh look 
at issues. In many publications, the 
coverage of the news is too parochial; there 
is an obsession about events in New Delhi, 
as if the rest of the country did not matter. 
Thus, the Uphaar Cinema tragedy 
continues to get media coverage in 
television news and magazines run articles 
on it, even though bigger tragedies have 
taken place elsewhere in India. 

The parochial approach is obvious in 
the coverage of politics, which dominates 
any news bulletin in the country. Reporters 
wait outside offices and thrust 
microphones in the face of leaders when 
they .spot one. They either have nothing 
to say or mumble something which has 
no importance. Still, television channels 
carry the "interview" as if it was a major 
scoop of the night. Every two-bit politician 
in New Delhi becomes important for the 
news reporter, even though more 
' important things may be happening in 
other States. 

It is perhaps no wonder that if we 
look at the national news or television or 
read the newspapers, we get the feeling 
that India extends only to the boundaries 
of Delhi. If you live in a smaller town, it 
is like listening to the news of some foreign 
country. The rest of India may well not 
exist for modern day journalists. 

More seriously, the lifestyles of a few 
people are sought to be passed off as 
national phenomenon. In recent times, 
magazines have published reports of girls 
drinking beer and of male strippers in 
Mumbai. The tone of the reports Is that if 
you do not live in these cities you are in 
the backwaters, and that if you do not 
indulge in such things you are somehow 
backward. The harm being caused to 
society is immense. The Indian media is 
creating lifestyles in a similar way that the 
US media created the story about sarin 
gas. Yet, it never issues any apology for 
creating a false impression among the 
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readers and viewers. 

In its parochial outlook, the media 
has forgotten its social responsibility. It 
does not educate or give importance to 
information that could save lives. For 
example, the damage in the recent cyclone 
in Gujarat could be lessened to some extent 
if the media had broadcast the warnings 
issued by the meteorological department. 
This news should have been the headlines 
in all bulletins and normal programming 
should have been interrupted to tell the 
people of the impending danger. Nothing 
of the sort was done. Instead, the media 
conveniently blamed the government 
machinery for not publicising the 
warnings. 

It is ironic that in this age of satellite 
communication, when news could be 
global and quick, it is becoming narrower 
and obsessed with people who do not 
matter. In dealing with warnings, the 
approach of the media is still bureaucratic, 
despite being privatised. 

Encouraging the mediocre 

K we take a look at some of the so-called 
ational dailies, we find a similar 
obsession with all that is mediocre in Delhi 
or Mumbai. Almost any issue is discussed 
with opinions of models, celebrity families 
and a hair-dresser, who seem to have 
become fixtures in the media Kven 
television programs are hosting the same 
people. Usually, nothing is added to the 
issues being described. It is almost as if 
the papers are sublimating the trivial, 
whidi may stem for the fact that journalists 
are often Ul-informed. It was revealed, for 
instance, that the fashion supplement of a 
major, newspaper was edited by a 
journalist who had no knowledge of the 
fashion industry. It promoted mediocre 
designers and designs that had been 
copied from abroad and passed off as 
creatibns by our own designers. 

Likewise, reams of paper are wasted 
on a personality like Laloo Prasad Yadav. 
Instead of investigatmg the charges against 
him, the media merrily blows up every 
quote obtained horn him and publishes 
pictures of his ^unily and buffaloes. This 
is surely demeaning the role of the press. 
As a result, politicians and others 


today know that the way to get publicity 
is not by achieving something, but by 
creating unnecessary controversies. Some 
people have tried to attain fame by 
criticising Mahatma Gandhi, by 
proclaiming oneself to be homosexual or 
by mouthing platitudes on issues like the 
Women's Reservation Bill. National life is 
marked not by achievement, but by a fresh 
controversy that breaks out every few 
weeks. A lot of people give opinions in 
the media and then the nation moves on 
to the next controversy cooked up by 
someone else. Democracy seems to mean 
the freedom to say anything that will be 
published, in a strange subversion of the 
role of the press. 

Today, television cameras even wait 
outside court-rooms to catch a glimpse of 
the latest criminal. The sandalwood 
smuggler Veerappan has often been 
shown. Perhaps a lesson can be drawn 
from other countries where criminals and 
terrorists cannot be shown on television, 
to prevent them gaining publicity. The 
media has to show responsibility in India 
as well; it should black out news related 
to needless controversies and give up the 
journalism of the sound-bite. 

Gracious clerkship 

E r was V.S. Naipaul who had described 
ndian journalism as a gracious form of 
clerkship. The journalism of the nineties 
seems to have fallen further from that 
level. The .spread of the media could have 
I served a larger purpose in society, but its 
! vision has become seriously myopic. In 
■ many papers, it is possible to have press 
j releases published by bribing th-? 
i journalists. Industrial houses frequently 
I have interviews of their managing 
directors planted in the media through 
such methods. This form ot clerkship, 
i unfortunately, misses the role that the 
media can play in a developing country. 

Apart from educating the people, the 
media can highlight achievements of the 
people so that others can take inspiration. 
It can expose instances of corruption all 
around us. It can help the people by 
warning them on impending disasters. 
Clearly, the media has to move beyond 
mere reportage of utterances of politicians 


and fulhi a greater role. A joumalist can 
be as powerful as any bureaucrat or 
politician, provided the habits of clerks 
are given up. Journalists have to be more 
pro-active, rather than rewrite the press 
releases that come their way. 

In numy ways, the blunder created 
by the US media in Operation Tailwind is 
symptomatic of the malaise in joiunalism 
all over the world. The US media is no 
less when it comes to trivialising issues. It 
has been dominated by Monica l.ewiiisky 
in the recent past. Reports of murders and 
rapes arc higlilighted. Nevertlreless, it does 
investigative stories tw) and the Pulitzer 
prizes honour such stories every year. In 
the UK, the tabloid press thrives on 
scandals but has been forced to tone down 
after the death of Princess Diana. 

In India, the press stood uptn its 
ideals for a brief period during the 
Emergency declared by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. In the eighties and nineties, it has 
been dormant and stuck to its role of 
reporting tmd trivialising issues. TIrough 
corruption and nepotism has increased 
during this time, the media has not been 
instrumental in exposing even a single 
such incident. Nor has it taken up any 
campaign to mobilise people, except 
announcing relief funds whenever natural 
calamities take place. 

The media faces a great credibility 
j crisis today. Commercial interests and 
mediocre talent have made it into a 
business. The ideals of freedom and 
morality have been forgotten. When it 
tri'.'ialises issues, or when it is stuck with 
lifestyles of celebrities, it is little wonder 
i that people do not take it seriously. Today, 

I people accused of corriipticm rarelv take 
I newspapers to court because they know 
! that people either do not bclici c in the 
I allegations or that they would soon be 
I forgotten. That is a sad comment on the 
I credibility of the media. 

I It is time that editors and owners 
I realise the harm that they are doing to 
themselves. Society look up to the media 
fur many things: it is unfortunate that as 
the reach of the media is increasing is 
becoming more and more irresponsible. 
In the long-term interests of both society 
and the media, it must realise the ideals 
that it once had. 
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Inviting a mixed reaction from all sec¬ 
tions, second partofNarasimham Committee 
has put the entire banking sector, particularlif 
the public sector banks, in a sharp focus. The 
Union Budget for the current financial year 
has proposed to thrmu open another sub-sector 
in the financial sector—the insurance sector. 
But the process of reforms in the banking 
sector is still utterly incomplete. The task 
proposed by the Narasimham Committee in 
its second report, submitted in April, is quite 
tough, particularly amidst tiK strong protests 
from various bank employee unions. But the 
prescription appears to be a bitter pill, 
necessary to cure many a disease. 

Radical Proposals 

C ONSIDERING the recommendations 
in the first report submitted by the 
Narasimham Committee, it was expected 
that the recommendations in the second 
report would be more far-reaching and 
long-term in nature. As per the 
expectations, the Committee has 
recommended drastic changes in the 
structure of banking, ownership and 
control, financial and administrative 
supervision, board level appointments and 
prudential norms for the banking sector. 
Recommending complete restructuring of 
the Public Sector Banks (PSBs), it is 
proposed to have 2 or 3 big banks which 
could ha e international set up and 
operation. In addition, 8 to 10 large 
national banks have been recommended 
to be set up to cater to the banking needs 
of the large and medium corporate sector. 
At the third tier, would be a large number 
of local banks looking after the needs of 
local trade, small industry and agriculture. 
These local banks would have good 
business arrangements with larger 
national and international banks. 

All this is proposed to be achieved by 


mergers of banks. It has been recom¬ 
mended to merge strong banks with the 
strong ones. Merger of weaker banks with 
stronger ones has been opposed, as such 
a step would harm die stronger banks also. 
As a result of acquiring weaker portfolios, 
the asset quality of the stronger banks 
would be adversely affected. Terming the 
weak banks as "narrow banks" the 
Committee proposes that such banks 
should be given an opportunity to 
facilitate their revival. But, in case the 
narrow bank approach does not help the 
bank concerned in its revival, closure of 
such banks should be considered, the 
report states. 

In yet another radical move, the Com¬ 
mittee has recommended the lowering of 
government equity in the PSBs to 33 per. 
cent. Currently, the PSBs are supposed to 
have at least 51 per cent of equity with the 
Government of India, while in case of the 
State Bank of India, the percentage of 
equity to be held by the Government of 
India/Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is 55. 
This has been recommended to bring au¬ 
tonomy to the bajnks by taking them out 
of the government control. This also 
implies that the PSBs would lose their 
public sector status. The induction of 
private capital would not only bring 
autonomy but also improvements in 
management and the services provided. 
This would, in turn, bring functional 
autonomy with accountability. The 
reduction in the government equity is not 
proposed by way of disinvestment, but 
by additional subscriptions by the market 
to the enhanced capital of die banks. It 
has further been suggested that the 
Chairman and Managing Directors should 
be appointed by the shareholders. 

Narasimham Committee realised that 
I there was a need for much better supervi¬ 
sion and control over the banking system. 


The present system of supervision by the 
RBI, through the Board for Financial Su¬ 
pervision (BFS), is proposed to be replaced 
by an independent regulatory supervisory 
system. The Conunittee recommends that 
the BFS should be given an autonomous 
status and strengthened by inducting pro¬ 
fessionals and independent part-time 
members from various related fields. In 
cases where BFS is convinced of serious 
violation or deficiency in functioning, it 
may issue a cease and desist order to the 
defaulter bank. 

The report has also touched the Non- 
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). As 
against the presently prescribed net worth 
requirememt of Rs 25 lakh, the minimum 
amount of net worth required for regis¬ 
tration of NBFCs with the RBI has been 
raised to Rs 50 lakh. It is reconunended to 
■"be raised progressively to Rs 2 crore. An 
integration is proposed between the banks 
and NBFCs. With complimentahty and 
linkages between banks and NBFCs, as 
per the report, consumer hire purchase 
and equipment finance can be taken over 
by the NBFCs and the banks can take 
advantage of large network of agerits and 
branches of such finance companies. The 
Committee has, however, advised against 
deposit insurance for NBFCs. Main 
argument is that the banks arc more closely 
monitored and regulated and if deposits 
of such companies are insured, it may lead 
to blurring of distinction between the 
banks and NBFCs on the one hand, and 
adverse portfolio selection, on the other. 

There are a few other recommenda¬ 
tions. To remove the cloak of secrecy over 
the banks, the panel has recommended 
that die banks should be required to make 
public disclosures. Half yearly disclosures 
should include overall performance, capi¬ 
tal adequacy information, credit rating and 
any other actions taken recommended by 


12B SEPTEMBER'98 COMPETITION MASTER 




ARTICLE 


die supervisory authority. In addition, a 
phased hike of capital adequacy to 10 per 
cent, by 2002 AD, has been proposed, 
alongwith tightening of the definition of 
die Non-Performing Assets (NPAs). The 
Committee also mandated that the gov¬ 
ernment guarantee should be considered 
at par with other advances for risk weight¬ 
ing. Moreover, gross NPAs are to be 
brought down to 5 per cent by 2000 AD, 
and further to 3 per cent by 2002 AD, with 
net NPAs being reduced to 3 per cent and 
zero per cent, respectively, by the above 
dates. 

Many of these recommendations ap¬ 
pear sensible, visibly aimed at revamping 
the entire banking system. But it has at¬ 
tracted strong criticism from various trade 
unions of the staff as well as officers. Term¬ 
ing the report as being "provocative", 
many union leaders have described the 
recommendations to be anti-PSBs and anti¬ 
employee. These leaders say that out of 
Rs 45,000 crore NPAs, Rs 35,000 crore arc 
owned by the big industrial houses and if 
these are recovered, the PSBs would 
automatically become healthy. 

Other Recommendations 

"POLLOWING the Narasimham Commit- 
f tee recommendation, another Commit¬ 
tee under the Chairmanship of A.T. Paimir 
Selvam, who is also Chairman of Indian 
Bank’s Association, submitted its report. 
Known as Committee on Non-Performing 
Assets, the Committee has made wide 
ranging recommendations on NPAs. The 
banks have been advised to divide their 
NPAs under hardcore NPAs and soft 
NPAs. While the hardcore NPAs would 
consist of decade-old loans which are 
difficult to recover, the soft NPAs are of 
recent origin with adequate securities. Por 
reaching a compromise settlement on 
hardcore NPAs, a flexible approach is 
recommended by laying down certain 
factors to be considered while deciding 
the quantum of concession to be given to 
the loanee. Considering the antiquated 
legal system to be the single largest factor 
responsible for the growth of NPAs, the 
Committee has recommended that the 
option of compromise must be kept open 
even in the matter of cases which have 


been filed or decreed for recovery. 

Selvam Committee has also recom¬ 
mended that the fresh inflow of NPAs 
must be arrested. For this, credit 
appraisal and credit monitoring have 
been recommended to make sure that the 
advanced amount does not turn out to 
be sticky in future. For reducing the 
existing NPAs, recovery i.ells and task 
forces are recommended to be set up in 
the banks. The recommendation of the 
Narasimham Committee to set up an As¬ 
set Reconstruction Fund for NPA Man¬ 
agement has been accepted and adopted 
by Paimir Selvam Committee. In another 
recommendation, this Committee sought 
a change in the definition of a sick unit 
to a unit which defaults in repayment. 
The existing definition of 100 per cent 
erosion of net worth, makes it difficult to 
ensure revival of sUth units in future. 

These recommendations may help the 
banks to reduce their NPAs as per the 
targets laid down by the Narasimham 
Committee. Though there has been a small 
decline in the gross NPAs, as compaa’d to 
1 the previous year, the share of net NPAs 
I to net advances of the PSBs has gone up 
from 8.90 per cent in March 1996, to 9,18 
per cent in March 1997. Despite all these 
sincere efforts, it appears highly unlikely 
that with the existing high level of NPAs, 
net NPAs would come down to zero per 
cent in the year 2002 AD. 

Yet another Conmiittee on Agricul¬ 
tural Credit has discussed the functioning 
of banks in the field of agriculture. 
Headed by Mr R.V. Gupta, the Committee 
recommended that the commercial banks 
should be free to fix lending rates of all 
the amounts lent at their own, with th« 
expansion of subsidy- finked credit being 
a purely commercial decision. In 
addition, the banks must offer a 
composite credit package to the farmers, 
to satisfy all their short-term credit needs, 
rather than having 18 per cent target for 
agricultural lending. Finally, the service 
branch concept has to be modified, 
allowing the borrower to go to any 
branch. These recommendations put ad¬ 
ditional burden on the managerial exper¬ 
tise of banks, which needs to be 
strengthened to achieve most of the 
norms laid down for their future func¬ 


tioning. Even die new monetary policy 
outlined by the RBI recently, puts 
additional responsibility over the 
shoulders of bank managements at the 
macro as well as micro-level. Banks are 
now free to offer different rates for same 
duration of maturity on term deposits, 
on the basis of quantum of amount 
deposited. Banks are also free to fix their 
own penal rates for premature 
withdrawal of term deposits. 

Future Prospects 

A ll the recommendations by various 
panels clearly indicate at least one 
thing—tlie Indian banking sector needs 
certain subde reforms to become efficient, 
competitive and profitable. The 
emphasis, obviously, is on more 
independence to the bank managements. 
The entry of private banks in India has 
already revolutionised the concept of 
banking in India and to survive in the 
market in*lhe long run, the PSBs have to 
modify their working by bringing in 
more customer-orientation, on the one 
hand, and by becoming more profitable, 
on the other. PSBs appear to be standing 
at such a crucial juncture of history, 
where if they do not adopt the modern 
concepts of banking, they may have no 
alternative but to perish. 

Despite over six years of reforms in 
the banking sector, things have not yet 
staned looking up. Barring a few banks 
earning net profits year after year, many 
continue to be in red. The NPAs are 
exceptionally high, which need to be 
remedied at the war-footing. All the banks 
were supposed to achieve the capital ad¬ 
equacy of 8 per cent. But, today when the 
RBI is thinldng of jacking up the capital 
adiKjuacy norm to 10 per cent, many banks 
are yet to got to a level of 8 per cent, even 
though the time-limit prescibed for this is 
already over. Mergers were earlier tried 
to salvage the weaker and loss-making 
banks, but the latest recommendation of 
the Narasimham Corrunittee on mergers 
is to strengthen the strong banks only. It 
now depends upon the government as to 
how many recommendations it could 
accept in view of stiff opposition from 
trade unions. 
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T hough a password for 
human emancipation and 
poverty alleviation, develop¬ 
ment is a double-edged 
razor, treading on which 
requires utmost prudence 
and planning. If the cynic 
looks at all development as 
an instrument of destruction 
of natural, social and 
cultural environment, the 
optimist finds it as a definite 
deliverance from the 
conspicuous cobweb of 
poverty, illiteracy, disease 
and destitution. For fear of 
some unpleasant fallout of 
development in future, no 
thinking person can afford to 
sit cross-legged and allow 
the opportunities and 
challenges go untapped and 
unbeaten. In a highly 
competitive world which 
witnesses phenomenal ups 
and downs taking place 
every moment, no one in his 
senses can sit back and flaunt 
only caution over concrete 
action. 

The remedies for the ills of 
development are seen to lie 
either in more development or 
in an edited version of it. 
Gradually, development 
becomes a way of life that helps 
other ways of life to die a 
natural or unnatural death. In 
our case, economic 


development, a euphemism for 
liberalisation, is not an end in 
itself. It is supposed to correct the 
mistakes of our earlier policies, 
but not necessarily change their 
objective, which was 

development and growth with 
.social justice, removal of poverty, 
unemployment and social 
deprivation and regional 
disparities. 

If the resultant pains of 
development, like widespread 
pollution, deforestation, dis¬ 
placement of people from their 
ancestral homes and lands, and 
the like are palpable to the 
perceptive eye, its profits too 
are candidly clear in the most 
efficient means of transport and 
communications, provision of 
comforts and conquest of 
monotony, deadly diseases, 
epidemic et al. Economic 
development, pushed forward 
as market-friendly pheno¬ 
menon of liberalisation-cum- 
globali-sation, carries in its 
wombs the seeds of many 
upheavals like the erosion of 
moral values, rise of unbrioled 
consumerism, dangerous 
display of ecological 
insensitivity and the crudities 
of middle class mass culture. 
Development also results in 
the weakening of human ties, 
disintegration of joint families, 
lack of care and concern for the 


aged, weak and vulnerable, 
commercialisation of art and 
literature, and an uninhibited 
contempt for all taboos, 
restraints and traditions. 

"Development stinks 
because it is incompatible with 
social justice and cultural 
survival. Development is 
contaminated by its origin in 
the model of repression built 
by colonialism and the 
systematic desanctificatidn of 
nature by Baconian science. 
The response recognises that, 
whereas the older forms of 
oppression have w'eakened 
due to changes in human 
consciousness and institutions, 
new justifications for 
dominance and exploitation 
have been built on 
contemporary keywords like 
national security, socialism, 
science and development, 
some of which could he once 
considered emancipatory. 
Like organised religion and 
nationalism in earlier times, 
development can now be 
used to justify imposition of 
unequal sacrifices on the 
weak by impersonal agencies 
like the market and the 
State." 

(Gustavo Esteva) 

The coercive realities of 
ev'eryday life force men and 
women the world over to 


decide in one go whether to 
develop or disappear, to 
survive or submit' before the 
pulls and pressures of 
development that are hard arid 
heartless. Economic develop¬ 
ment, whether lop-sided or 
wide-spread, can be measured 
in terms of goods and services, 
per capita income, annual 
growth rate and the like. 
Human development, on the 
other hand, offers no such 
ready-made barometer to 
assess the extent of 
improvements as far as 
people's access to quality 
education, health care 
facilities, job opportunities, etc. 
are concerned. Thus, true 
development is the 
development of tren and 
women. And this does not take 
place as an accident; it occurs 
only when the instruments of 
development are placed in 
their hands. In the words of Dr 
Verghese Kurien: "Markets are 
not noble. They do not allocate 
resources on the basis of 
justice, but simply on the basis 
of price. Development does not 
mean ensuring plentiful 
supplies of luxury goods for 
our affluent elite. No civilised 
society entruste its destiny to 
the market; yet today we seem 
to be moving rapidly in that 
direction." 
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Genenl Studies Scam 


Expactod Questions 

Q. 1. Answer the following; 

(a) When was the system of open competitive examination 
in the Indian Civil Service introduced? Analyse the growth of 
Indian Civil Service till the passing of the Government of India 
Act, 1919. 

(b) Trace the emergence of Indian nationalism till the foun¬ 
dation of Indian National Congress, (About 150 words each) 

Ans. 1. (a) Lord Clive was the first person to regulate the 
Civil Service of East India Company when he forced the servants 
of the Company to enter into new covenants with the Company 
to bind themselves not to enter into trade or accept presents. 
Hence, known as the Covenanted Civil Services, these underwent 
drastic changes during the time of Lord Cornwallis, He believed 
that by their birth and superior training, only the Europeans 
were fit to hold higher public 

services, while the Indians were --.. 

offered only subordinate jobs. This feature has been spec 

He prohibited private trade by candidates of Civil Services fW 
civil servants, but at the same type of questions that are askee 

time raised their salaries sub- the way these questions are lobe i 

stantially. ' 9 j) issues will also carry expect 

Upto the year 1806, the send us any specific topic or q 
young civil servants from Brit- include in this feature. 
ain were trained in a training 
college at Calcutta for a period L-— 
of 3 years and were required to 

study Indian languages, law and history. However, the Directors 
of the Company set up a college at Hailcybury, where the potential 
civil servants were nominated by the Directors and after 
completing 4 terms at this college, lliey were declared fit to join 
service in India. Tlie Charter Act of 1853, howe\'er, ended the 
authority of the Directors in this regard and threw open the 
Covenanted Civil Service to a competition for all the "natural 
born subjects of Her Majesty". The aim was to select the best 
young men for the service. As per the Charter Act, theoretically 
there was no bar on the Indians to join the service. However, this 
provision was only on paper as the examination was based on 
the subjects of honours schools of the Universities of the Great 
Britain, and as such it was not possible for the Indians to 
successfully compete in this examination. 

Indian Civil Service Act was passed in the year 1861, under 
which a competitive examination was held every year in London. 
The maximum age limit was 22 years, which was reduced to 21 
in 1866 and further to 19 in 1878, making it almost impossible for 


could make it to the Covenanted Civil Service. Later, Lord 
Lawrence established 9 scholarships of the value of $ 200 a year 
each for three years, to enable intelligent but poor Indians to go 
to England to study for other professions or civil service. 

The Act of 1870 provided for appointment of natives of 
India, who had not passed the Civil Services Exammatiem, to the 
Service, subject to the rules to be framed. The rules under the Act" 
were framed after 9 years and Indians of good family and social 
standing could be appointed to the extent of one-sixth of total 
seats, by the Secretary of State in England. Aitchison Conunission 
was appointed by Lord Dufferin in 1666, which rejected the popu¬ 
lar demand of holding simultaneous examination in India and 
England. The Commission recommended the division of 
Covenanted Civil Service into tha>e distinct classes—Inqrerial 

Services, Provincial Services 
.'H and Subordinate Services. 
This feature has been specially prepared to help the aspiring f” i893, the House of 

candidates of Civil Services (Mains) examination have an idea of Commons by a resolution 

type of questions that arc asked in the General Studies paper and allowed the holding of 

the way these questions are to be answered. October '98 and November simultaneous examinations in 

'98 issues will also carry expected questions. Readers are invited to England and India, but no 

send us any specific topic or question that they would like us to action was taken by the 

include in this feature. Government of India on it. It 

was left to the Government of 

——— . . . India Act of 1919 to increase 

the number of Indians in the 
Civil Services, holding of simultaneous examination of Civil 
Service in India and England and recruitment of 33 per cent 
vacancies in India. 

Ans. 1. (b) While the establishment of Indian National 
Congress in 1885 became one of the milestones in the emergence 
of Indian National Movement, there were many other events 
prior to that which awakened the Indians and made them aware 
of their glorious history and nationality. One of the most im¬ 
portant factors was the foreign domination. The alien rule made 
every Indian realise that a handful of foreigners were ruling 
them. As the Britishers promoted their own national interests, 
it also perpetuated the economic backwardness. All round ex¬ 
ploitation and oppression of the Indians aroused them against 
the foreign rule. The foreign imperialism certainly impaired 
the lives of Indians and it became one of the foremost causes 
for discontentment. 

In addition, the administrative unification of the country 
which was splintered into very small princely States, gave the 


the Indians to compete. As a result, upto 1870, only one Indian Indians the required identity of belonging to this great country. 
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Increased economic activity brought many regions together. In¬ 
troduction of Railways, Postal Services and Telegraph Services 
further resulted in integration of India. Spread of modem edu¬ 
cation and thoughts during the 19th century resulted in increased 
awareness among the Indians. New ideas of scientific thinking, 
secular ideas, democratic knowledge and dioughts against im¬ 
perialism encouraged the newly educated Indians to inugiiie an 
independent India. 

Many social and religious movements like Brahmo Samaj, 
Ramakrishrut Mission, etc, and contributions of social reformers 
like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, re¬ 
formed not only the existing religious practices but also tried to 
reform various scxial evils like Salt and Child Marriage, on the 
one hand, and introduction of socially healthy practices like 
widow remarriage and education of women, on the other. In 
addition, rediscovery of India's glorious past, achievements of 
the rulers like Ashoka and Chandragupta Maurya and rich 
cultural heritage of ancient and medieval times made Indians 
proud. All this, supported by the feelings aroused by the racial 
arrogance by the Europeans, made Indians determined to live 
upto their past glory and rise as a nation agairu^t the British 
imperialism. 

The revolt of 1857 and its aftermath helped the Indian na¬ 
tionalism. The revolt, though suppressed by the Britishers with 
an iron hand, convinced the Indians that the Britishers were not 
invincible. Moreover, the inter-State organisation of the mutineers 
brought various parts of the country close together. It helped 
them understand people of various regions intimately. The 
changes after the revolt clearly brought out the British policy of 
divide and rule, which further brought Indians closer, rather 
than dividing them. 

A few Associations of educated Indians also had their im¬ 
pact. East India Association, set up in London in 1866 by Dadabhai 
Naoroji, helped to influence the public opinion in England about 
India. The branches of this association were opened in many 
Indian cities. Naoroji, fondly known as "Grand Old Man of India", 
attracted the attention of the world towards the poverty in India 
and attributed it to the British exploitation. Am.ther such Asso¬ 
ciation was Indian Association of Calcutta which, under the lead¬ 
ership of Surenderanth Banerjee, propagated the issues of wider 
public interest among the educated Indians. 

Q. 2. Answer the following: 

{Ansiver to each question should be in about 150 words). 

(a) What is intensity of rainfall? Discuss its importance to 
Indian farmers. 

(b) What is drip irrigation? Why it is considerid to be the 
most efficient method of irrigation? 

Ans. 2. (a) In India, agricultural production is largely depen¬ 
dent upon the rainfall as majority of the area under cultivation 
is dependent heavily upon raias for irrigation. Hence, Indian 
agriculture has rightly been termed as a gamble against monsoons. 
' But there are areas where it rains with higher intensity for lesser 
period of time, while in other cases the intensity of rainfall may 
be low but the total rainfall spreads over to the larger number of 


days. In both these cases, the average rainfall may be the same 
for the entire year. 

To describe the term intensity of rainfall, it would be better 
to understand four possible types of raii^all. 

(a) High-intensity spread over to the lesser number of days 
is one category. Here rainfall is spread over lesser nunnber of 
days. Such areas may be flood-prone in rainy days, and drought- 
prone in' days without rain. 

(b) Low-intensity rain spread over larger number of days is 
the second category and is considered good for agriculture, with¬ 
out fears of floods or droughts. 

(c) Low-intensity spread over the lesser number of days is 
the third broad type of rainfall and it creates drought-like con¬ 
ditions. Such a type is visible in highly drought-prone and 
desert areas. 

(d) High-intensity spread over larger number of days is also 
good for agriculture, but such zones are highly flood-prone and 
the floods may damage the farm crops. 

Hence, the intensity of rainfall is very relevant and important 
to the Indian farmers. While low-intensity rains spread over larger 
number of days are considered ideal for agriculture, even high- 
intoasity rains for longer and shorter years may be good for 
some particular crops. But high-intensity rain-prone areas are 
also flood-prone, which may cause extensive dantage to the 
agricultural crops, low-intensity rains for lesser number of days 
in a year, result in droughts and tlie farmers must have alternate 
arrangement of irrigation in such areas, if they want to reap 
good harveste, one after the other. Since such areas are in plenty 
in India, the government must develop good irrigation system., 
by mainly using greamd water to ensure that Indian agriculture 
does not remain dependent on rains. 

Ans. 2. (b) In a country like ours, where over 70 per rent of 
the population is engaged and dependent on agricultine, and 
where agricultural sector contributes over 25 per cent of the GDI’, 
irrigation assumes enormous importance. Since independence, 
many major and medium irrigation schemes have been planned 
and implemented. Of late, emphasis is also 'neing laid on minor 
and micro-irrigation systems. These systems have their own ad¬ 
vantages. These can be adopted at local level with a \'iew to rater 
to the local needs. Moreover, volume of water required is low, 
requirement of fluids is relatively low and the gestation period 
is much lower. 

Drip irrigation, along with sprmkler system of irrigation, is 
the latest innovation in micro-irrigation system. Under the drip 
irrigation system, water distribution pipes are laid in such a 
manner that they reach each and every plant. Near the stem of 
the plant them is a system which releases water at the rate of a 
few drops every minute. Tliis dripping water can be mgulated 
depending upon the need of a particular plant and varying 
requirement due to weather condition. As the water drops fall 
dot at the bottom of the stem, the need of water is minimum and 
efficiency of such irrigation is much higher. The only constraint 
is relatively higher initial investment. 

Drip irrigation today is considered to be the most efficient 
system of irrigation. This system has greater acceptability among 
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the farmers, particularly in the areas with water scarcity. By the 
year 1991, an area of 16,000 hectare was covered under the drip 
irrigation with concentration on Maharashtra. Though this area 
is almost negligible as compared to the total area under 
cultivation, yet the users have experienced that at an average, 
yield increases by 60 to 70 per cent. In addition, lire cost of inputs 
like fertilizers, wecdicides, pesticides, power and irrigation have 
also been noted to decrease by about 30 per cent. The Eighth 
Plan laid adequate emphasb on use of this micro-irrigation system 
and also introduced certain subsidies for this purpose. The Ninth 
Plan, which is awaiting finalisation, must take a pragmatic view 
and continue to support drip irrigation system during the Ninth 
Plan period upto FY-2002. 

Q. 3. Nanate the last phase of India's freedom movement, 
especially from the beginning of 1947 till the attainment of in¬ 
dependence. {About 250 zivrds). 

Ans. 3. The events after the second world war hastened the 
exit of the Britishers from the Indian scene. Though there was no 
major movement or Sah/agraha after 1945, yet the events took 
place very fast, as the British had made up their mind to give 
independence to India. The trial of INA officers made it amply 
clear to the British that the entire country was now aroused against 
them and average Indian wanted to set' India an independent 
country. The heroism and determiniition shown by the Indians 
shook the confidence of the Bi itish. In addition, there were several 
strikes and agitations all over the country during 1946, including 
in the Princely States, which gave clear signals to the British tliat 
this was time for them to leave India. 

Arrival of the Cabinet Mission of India to workout the terms 
of transfer of power to Indians in March 1946 sent clear signals 
about the plans of the British. Though the recommendations of 
the Cabinet Mission were acceptable to both the Congress and 
the Muslim League, yet there was no agreement on the interim 
government. Later, the differences on basic recommendations 
also surfaced. During this period large-scale communal riots 
marred the climate due to apparent confusion over the future of 
the country. On February 20, 1947, the British Prime Minister 
Clement Attlee declared that the British would leave India bv 
June 1948. 

Lord Mountbatten came to India as Viceroy in March 1947. 
By deliberations with the Congress and Muslim League lenders, 
he worked out a formula for Indian independence. Both the 
Congress and Muslim Ijcague leaders agreed to the partition of 
the country and creation of Pakistan This was done with a view 
to avoid large-scale blood-bath and communal riots. Thus, areas 
havuig more Muslim populations, including Punjab, Bengal and 
Assam, were to be partitioned. 

The formal statement about the independence and partition 
of the country came on June 3, 1947 and a plan called the 
"Mountbatten Plan" was announced. The decision whether or 
not the States of Punjab and Bengal were to be partitioned, was 
left to the Legislative Assemblies of these two provinces meeting 
in two separate parts. The first part was to represent Muslim 
majority districts, while the other, the rest of the province. Both 


parts of the Assemblies were then required to approve the plan. 
A referendum was proposed in the North West Fronffer Provinces 
and the district of Sylhet on whether they would Join India or 
Pakistan. The plan was approved and the referendum was also 
in favour of merging with Pakistan. On July 26,1947, a separate 
Conatituent Assembly was set up for Pakistan. In the meanwhile, 
Indian Independence Act was introduced in the Parliament on 
July 4 and was given the Royal assent on July 18,1947. 

On August 15, 1947, India was declared independent. A 
new State of Pakistan was created The Constituent Assemblies 
of both the States had the Power to adopt any Constitution and 
repeal any old laws. 

Q. 4. Answer the following (Amzm to cnch (fuestion should be 
in about 150 mnds). 

(a) Discuss the powers of Indian President regarding the 
Scheduled areas. 

{b) "The Planning operations of India have led to erosion of 
federalism." Discuss. 

Ans. 4. (a) The Constitution of India has certain specific 
provisions regarding Scheduled Areas and gives certain powers 
to the President of India for proper administration of these 
areas. The President of India has the power to declare any area 
as the scheduled area. These are the areas inhabited by the 
Tribes specified as Scheduled Tribes in the States other than 
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. In pursuant of this 
power, the President of India has made the Scheduled Area 
Order of 19.50. In addition U> this power to declare any area as 
the scheduled area, there are several powers available to the 
President of India, with respect to these area.s. some of which 
are as undei. 

(a) As per the 5th Schedule of the Constitution, the Union 
Executive can give directions to the States concerned regarding 
the administration of the Scheduled Areas. All the Governors of 
those Stales where such areas exist, are require'd to submit the 
reports to the President ol India regarding administration of these 
areas, every year or after such an interval, as may be required by 
the President 

(b) As per the 5ih Schedule, the States are required to set up 
Tribal Advisory f ouncils with a view to give advice on such 
matters as welfare and ailvancement of the Tribes. 

(c) The Pre.sident ol India is empowered to approve such 
acts of the States as directing that any Central or State law shall 
not apply to the fCheduled Areas. 

{(/) The President may also approve the actions of the 
State governments to prohibit or restrict transfer of land by or 
among the members of the Scheduled Tribes, regulate all 
allotment of land and regulate the business of money lending 
in these areas 

(c) The President of India is empowered to appoint a Com¬ 
mission at any time to report on the administration of Scheduled 
Areas and the Welfare of the Scheduled Tribes in the State. A 
Commission under this provision was appointed by tlie President 
of India, under the Chairmanship of Sri Dhebar in 1960, which 
submitted its report in i961. 
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(/) Schedule 6 of the Constitution provides for creating au¬ 
tonomous districts for the administration of Tribal Areas of the 
States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

Ans. 4. (b) There are several bodies and conferences which 
are not expressly provided for in the Indian Constitution but 
have been set up to achieve coordination with the State 
government by the Union and also between the States. One of 
such extra-constitutional institution is the Planning Commission. 
"Economic and Social Planning" is one of the items in the 
concurrent list and under this provision, the government of India 
set up a Plaruting Conunission in 1950 by the resolution of the 
Union Cabinet, with the Prime Miruster as its Chairman. No 
legislation was eruicted to set up this non-statutory body which 
acts as an advisory body to the Union Government on the matters 
of econontic planning and social development. 

After it was established for a specific objective, gradually 
the activities of this institution have extended to the other areas 
of administration, excluding defence and foreign affairs. A critic 
has even called it the "economic cabinet of the country", which 
is slowly encroaching upon the authority of the Constitutional 
bodies like the Finance Commission, without being responsible 
to the Parliament for its acts. It is, therefore, said that the Plan¬ 
ning Commission and its operations in India have led to the 
erosion of federation in India. The power to prepare plans has 
further increased the control of development/plan funds 
making the States weaker before the Union. As per the original 
functions, the direct function of the Commission with respect 
to the States is only advisory in nature, but over the years, the 
Planning Commission has exerted a lot of indirect influence on 
the States. In theory, the States are free to implement their plans, 
but in ca.se the conditions laid down by the Planning Commis¬ 
sion are not fulfilled in utilising some grant or assistance, the 
States would find it extremely difficult to get further assistance. 
The Planning Commission not only is an extra-constitutional 
agency, but has also sot up another such institution called the 
National Development Council (NDC). 

Formed in 1952, NDC is also an extra-constitutional and 
extra-legal body. By requiring that all the plans must be discussed 
and approved b\ *he NDC before implementation, amounts to 
further encroachment on the sphere of activities of the States. 
But, at the same time, the Planning Commission has also 
strengthened the spirit of federalism by ensuring that this body 
comes to the rescue of those States who, due to financial crunch, 
find it difficult to find their own development plans. 

Q. 5. (a) What is artificial intelligence? What is its current 
scenario and what are its prospects? (About 250 nvrds). 

(b) Give a brief account of major achievements in the realm 
of biotechnology in India. (About 250 nmrds). 

Ans. 5. (a) Computerisation has revolutionised the infor¬ 
mation, communication and data processing technologies in 
India. Based on the technology used, their size, speed of 
processing and capacity of storage, the computers are classified 
in various generations, starting from first generation to the most 
advanced fifth generation computers. The fifth generation 
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computers have entered the areas of intelligence and hmee are 
also referred to as "artificial intelligence". In addition to Hie 
intelligent Operating Systems which can fetch inforiiiiition on 
their own and are full-fledged multi-tasking working on SS’-bit 
mode, there are certain fifth generation computers with ih-built 
expertise of an expert. ’• 

During the 70s development of artificial intelligence i^eived 
a boost and two popular languages called PROLOG and USP 
were evolved. These languages enable Hie computers to becbihie 
"intelligent", with the help of an information and knowledge 
base. For applications like Robotics, where computer performs 
repeated tasks, at times under hazardous conditions and Vtiribus 
obstacles, the intelligence plays an important role. The micro¬ 
processor actually works as a controller as per the programme 
fed into it. Artificial Neural Networks and Expert Systems are 
presently available as software support. 

With the assistance of a well-developed software, the com¬ 
puters with the artificial intelligence provide thousands of options 
to the architects to choose their designs from. Not only options' 
are given, but the chosen one is also drawn within seconds. 
While intelligence of a labourer is available in a Robot, there are 
computers which, if fed with correct symptomatic data, can also 
diagnose a disease and recommend medicines. In the years to 
come, the artificial intelligence would make inroads into several 
other areas, bringing perfection and speed in many aspects of 
human life, thereby facilitating an easy and better life for the 
human beings. 

Ans. 5. (b) Biotechnology is a multi-disciplinary subject 
evolved from the integrated use of life sciences, chemical sciences 
and engineering scienifei. Developed mainly in 70s by an ad¬ 
vancement in molecular and cell biology, biotechnology is today 
helping the mankind in many ways. Biotechnology includes re¬ 
combinant DNA technology (genetic engineering), protoplast 
fusion, hybridoma technology, embryo transfer technology, fer¬ 
mentation, enzyme and protine engineering. This subject can 
broadly be classified between Microbial Biotechnology, Plant Bio¬ 
technology and Animal Biotechnology. 

Many achievements have been made in the field of biotech¬ 
nology even in India in the field of agriculture, horticulture, 
forestry, medicine, health, chemical industry, food industry, pol¬ 
lution control and environment. 

In the field of agriculture, horticulture and forestry, this 
technology has helped in developing engineered plants through 
genetic engineering, development of better seeds, development 
of food plants with increas^ nutritional value. It also helps in 
developing resistance in plants against pests and viral diseases. 

Development of better and Reaper drugs, better vaccines, 
better antifertility agents, hormone production through geneti¬ 
cally engineered bacteria, vaccines for cancer and prevention of 
genetically transmitted diseases are some of the applications of 
bio-technology in the medical science. One of the most impor¬ 
tant areas is tiie new-found ability to manipulate the DNA to 
cure the hereditary diseases. In the field of animal husbandry, 
embryo transfer technology offers opportunity for fast multi¬ 
plication of better livestock. 
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, In the fields ofindustry and environment, through nucrobial 
processes, fine chemicals can be produced from the agricultural 
w^s^. Production of antibiotics, vitamins, steroids etc from the 
waste are some other uses for industry at present. Biogradation 
of chemicals like plastics, polymers and synthetic material is a 
breakthrough in the field of environment protection. Management 
of pesticides, treatment of industrial effluents and sewage 
and indicators of pollution are certain other such 
achievements. 

Q. 6. (a) What usually is meant by the expression—an un¬ 
derdeveloped economy? What, according to you, are the basic 
causes of underdevelopment in India? (About 250 mrds). 

(b) Discuss the measures taken in the Five Year Plans to 
mitigate rural poverty. (About 250 words). 

Ans. 6 (a) Any economy which has not developed fully to 
its potential due to a host of reasons, is called an underdevel¬ 
oped economy. The features of underdevelopment are many. 
To discuss a few, such economies are characterised by low 
incomes of individuals as well as the GDP levels, dominance of 
primary (agriculture) sector in the occupational structure, poor 
levels of technology upgradation, higher population growth 
rate, poor infrastructure, low productivity levels and poorly 
developed social sectors like health, education, social develop¬ 
ment and socio-economic equality. In addition, such economies 
have higher levels of absolute and disguised unemployment, 
less investment and savings rate, lesser foreign investment, lesser 
imports and exports, poor foreign exchange reserves and in¬ 
stable currency. 

A close observation would reveal that Indian economy 
possesses most of these characteristics and can rightly be called 
an under-developed economy with extremely low income 
levels, dominance of agriculture, dichotomy of development 
in rural and urban areas, poor productivity levels, relatively 
poor foreign sector, high population and unemployment. As 
Indian conditions are better than many African and Asian 
nations, she can, more appropriately, be called a developing 
economy. 

There are several causes which have resulted in 
development still eluding India. First and foremost is the 
unusually high rate of population growth and moderate fruits 
of development are eaten up by teeming millions. Second 
important factor is the poor base for initiating economic 
development. Centuries of foreign rule had resulted in 
exploitation of Indian resources and extremely poor 
development of industries. .Another cause is slow speed of 
technology import and industrial development. Without a good 
industrial base, it is not possible for any country to develop 
rapidly. India has been no exception in this regard. Last, but 
not the least, mmimum employment of capital in agricultural 
sector, as well as use of primitive technology has hampered the 
overall growth rate as well as general development of the 
country, which has resulted in our economy remaining 
underdeveloped. 

Ana. 6. (b) Right from the beginning of the planning process 


in 1951, eradication of poverty has remained one of the most 
important planning objectives. Successive Five-Year Plans have 
introduced several schemes aimed at redistribution of 
economic resources among the people. Even the system of 
progressive direct taxation aims at imposing higher taxes upon 
the people earning higher incomes and spending this amount 
on general welfare of the poor and backward sections of the 
society. 

Sweral measures have been taken in the Plans to mitigate 
the poverty rate in India. As a result of these efforts, the percentage 
of people living below poverty has come down from over 50 per 
cent at the time of independence to less than 30 per cent at 
present. One approach towards poverty reduction is creation 
of several rural and urban employment guarantee schemes. 
There are many schemes which have been introduced from 
time to time and a few latest ones have been National Rural 
Employment Programme (NREP), Rural Landless Emptoyment 
Guarantee Programme (RLEGP), Jwahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY), 
Nehru Rozgar Yojana (NRY) etc. In addition, there have been 
certain self-employment schemes such as Self-Employment 
Programme for Urban Poor (SEPUP), Prime Minister Rozgar 
Yojana (PMRY), Self-Employment for Unemployed Youth 
(SEUY), Training Rural Youth for Self-Employment (TRYSEM) 
etc. 

Upto Fourth Five-Year Plan, the economic planning 
mainly relied on the "Trickle Down" theory which presumed 
that with overall economic development, the fruits of 
development and economic well-being would trickle down 
to the lowest level. But it was observed that despite reasonable 
levels of overall economic development in the country, the 
benefit of development failed to trickle down to the lowest 
level and the percentage of people living below poverty line 
was almost the same as at the time of the onset of planning 
process. Hence, an innovative programme was devised during 
the Fifth Five-Year Plan, which was aimed at making a direct 
frontal attack on the rural poverty. Known as Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP), it was designed to identify 
the rural poor and provide them with a loan-sub»idy package 
to enhance their family income. Under this package, the ben¬ 
eficiary was assisted in buying an income generating sset to 
boost up his family income, thereby helping him to cross the 
poverty line. Despite certain leakages, its target orientation, 
cases of subsidy misuse and malpractices in selection of 
beneficiaries and purchase of assets, the general achievements 
of the programme have been good and have helped in reducing 
the incidence of poverty. 

A number of other schemes have been in operation which 
aim at socio-economic upliftment, reduction in gender bias, 
empowering the women, securing the well-being of women 
and children and also the welfare of the backward classes, 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Development of Women 
and Children in Rural Areas (DWCRA) and Integrated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS) are a few examples of this type of 
programmes. 

Another set of schemes is aimed at improving the rural in- 
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frastructure. A few such schemes also had a component of em¬ 
ployment generation. 8th Finance Commission has earmarked 
certain funds for construction of Primary School buildings, 
upgradation of jails and other administrative buildings. Another 
scheme called the "Operation Blackboard" was aimed at 
strengthening the infrastructure and basic facilities at the existing 
schools, mainly primary schools. A scheme called "million Well" 
Scheme is aim^ at providing personal well for irrigation purpose 
to a needy beneficiary. Housing .scheme of "Indira Awas Yojana" 
aims at proving a dwelling unit to houseless poor families. In 
addition, landless people in almost all the States were provided 
with some land out of surplus land available with the government. 
All these measures prov^ instrumental in mitigating poverty in 
India during the Five-Year Plans. 

Q. 7. {a) Point out the mistakes or ambiguities in the follow¬ 
ing statements and give correct answers: 

(0 The average cost of production of a commodity was Rs 
1.5Q in 1985 and Rs 1.75 in 1986. So the factory has become 
inefficient. 

(it) A person goes from station X to station Y on a cycle at 
20 KM per hour and returns at 24 KM per hour. His average 
speed is 22 KM per hour. 

(b) The average weight of 10 persons was recorded as 52 kg. 
Later it was found that the weight of two persons was wrongly 
recorded as 48 kg and 52 kg instead of 38 kg and 67 kg respec¬ 
tively. Calculate the correct average. 

Ans. 7. (a) (») It is wrong to say that just because the 
average cost ol production increased by 25 paise in one 
year, the factory has become inefficient. Per unit average 
cost may increase due to a host of reasons including the 
inflationary effect on the inputs and factors of production, 
less production in a given year or even more capital cost or 
increased interest rale. But at the same time, this may also 
happen due to increased inefficiency. Hence, with the given 
data, it is not possible to say with certainty that the inef¬ 
ficiency is the only cause of increased average cost per unit 
of production. More information is required to give correct 
answer. 

(li) The above answer is incorrect It is based on the average 
of speed between the two stations. But in calculatmg the speed, 
distance factor has been ignored. Speed is the measure of distance 
covered ii a given period ol lime. Hence, without considering 
the distance factor, the average of speed calculated is wrong. As 
in a given distance, the total time taken at different speeds would 
be different, the average of 22 KM per hour is wrong and the 
correct speed would be 21 82 KM per hour. 

Ans. 7. (6) 

Average weight of 10 persons = 52 kg 

Total weight of 10 persons = 520 kg 

Mistake in reporting weight of first person = t 10 kg 

Mistake in reporting weight of second person = - 15 kg 

Hence total adjustment required = 520 + 5 = 525 kg 

Average weight of 10 persons = 525 -f 10 = 52.5 kg Ans. , 

Q. 8. (a) A lady was told (hat for her height, her weight is 
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above average. She claimed that for her weight, she should have 
been taller. Which of these two statements would you support? 
Why? {Not more than 2 sentences) 

{b) A newspaper announces that its circulation per week is 
increasing by leaps and bounds and substantiates the claim by 
the following diagram: 



Is the diagram appropriate as a basis of the claim? Justify 
your answer. 

Ans. 8. (fl) Tile first statement has to be supported as beyond 
a certain age, heiglit becomes a constant and docs not increase. 
Moreover, as a general rule, weight is considered with respect to 
a given height and not vice-versa. 

Ans. 8. (h) The given diagram is not an appropriate basis of 
the claim made by the newspaper. Firstly, the claim is made that 
the circulation per week is increasing by leaps and bound.s, but 
the diagram depicts increase in circulation over three years and 
has not been given v\'eek-wise. In addition, oven if the annual 
increase is considered4n terms of average annual growth rate, it 
represents an increase of 1000 and 2f)00 respectively, which comes 
to about 2 per cent and 4 per cent per annum respectively, while 
llie weekly figures have not been given. And even if these figiu’es 
are taken and converted into weekly average of the entire year, 
the claim tliat the circulation is increasing by leaps and bounds 
cannot be substantiated. The diagram, therefore, is not -in appro¬ 
priate basis of the claim. 
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A job v'ith the United Nations (UN) is 
one of the most sought after. It has status and 
prestige, with lucrative emoluments. In this 
issue, ive describe the various opportunities and 
how to apply for jobs with the UN. Wt* have 
also provided addresses from where o.tditional 
information can be obtained. 

The United Nations plays many vital 
roles. More than ever before, member States 
are seeking assistance of the UN and 
entrusting it with an unprecedented set of 
new responsibilities. In many areas of 
conflict and humanitarian assistance, it is 
the only institution that can tackle pressing 
global challenges. 

This challenge is met by a global 
Secretariat of 14,H()0 staff drawn from 160 
countries and many more civilians serving 
with peacekeeping operations. The United 
Nations Secretariat needs dedicated staff 
who are competent in a multitude of fields. 
Some of the occupational groups which 
are required by the UN are listed below 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 

Administration: Positions in 
administration provide a variety of day- 
livday support services for the substantive 
activities of the UN. Staff in this 
occupational group are involved in the 
planning and management of human and 
material resources, in recruitment and 
training of staff and in administration. 
They liaise with programme managers and 
financial planners, as well as secure goods 
and sorvices required by the United 
Nations. 

Economics; This includes a wide 
variety of specialisation, such as designing 
and conducting research in various 
economic areas; development of economic 
models for long-range forecasting and 
development strategies; and planning, 
developing and monitoring technical 


assistance projects. A prominent area of 
activity is the field of sustainable 
development and capacity building. 

Electronic Data Processing: Positions 
relate to a wide range of assignments in 
data processing, telecommunications and 
infrastructure support. These assignments 
consist of feasibility studies, systems 
analysis, systems development and 
implementation, local and wide-area 
network implementation and support, 
electronic messaging, setting of haidware 
and software standards, and operations 
support. 

Finance: Accounting, auditing, 
financial analysis, and treasury personnel 
are required. Staff in the accounting field 
perform accounting functions for the 
regular budget as well as the peace¬ 
keeping budget of the United Nations and 
trust funds. Auditors arc responsible for 
audit functions for all UN activities. The 
UnitcHi Nations Treasurer is responsible 
for managing and investing the United 
Nations Pension Fund. Financial analysts 
I provide information and advice, and 
I respond to inejuiries on financial matters 
' to the major bodies of the United Nations 
1 and to Member Slates. 

I Language and related work: Positions 
I in this occupation group arc found in the 
I following areas: Translation, 

! Interpretation, lidding. Verbatim 
1 Reporting, and Proof-reading in the six 
I official languages which are: Arabic, 
Chinese. English, French, Russian and 
Spanish. The services of interpreters are 
needed in the mcetmgs of all UN bodies. 
Proficient in at least three official 
j languages, interpreters are put lo the test 
every day as they quickly and accurately 
convert statements from one language to 
another, often without lire benefit of tire 
written text. Translators are also required 
to be proficient in tlirce languages and 
work on reports, resolutions and official 


communiques in social, political, 
technical, financial and other fields. Teams 
of verbatim reporters prepare written 
records of meetings of the most important 
UN organs. Editors ensure the accuracy 
and conformity of documents and 
publications to UN style and form. 
Terminologists establish and ensure the 
application of UN terminological 
standards, while copy preparers and 
proof-readers are responsible for 
typographic processing and accuracy. 

Legal: A specialisation in law is 
required. The following activities are 
conducted under this area: preparation of 
opinions and studies on the interpretation 
of the UN Charter and the rules of 
international law; progressive 

I development, codification and 

harmonisation of international law; 
providing advice on commercial matters 
dealing with claims of an international or 
a private law character; re.sponding to the 
needs of the Member States in dealing with 
legal, political, economic, scientific, 
teclinical and environmental aspects of the 
law of the sea and marine affairs; 
representation of the Secretary-General 
! beff're the International Court of justice 
I and in the settlements of claims. 

! Library: The services provided 
I include management of an archival 
I collection of United Nations documents 
I and publications and in-house production 
and processing of data. This Liformation 
is us«i by delegates, permanent missions, 
staff members and researchers. The UN 
libraries also support the world-wide 
network of depository libraries, which 
assist in disseminating United Nations 
information. 

Public information: Positions in the 
field of public information involve making 
of UN press releases and information 
materials, both in print and on-line. The 
assignments may include providing 
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official coverage of United Nations 
meetings, conferences, and programmes 
for delegations, the media and Non- 
Governmental Organisations; the 
production of thematically-integrat^ 
publications, radio, television, video, and 
photographic products. Other major 
activities comprise the handling of 
promotion campaigns and media coverage 
of international conferences and 
observances, special events, conducting 
public tours and responding to public 
inquiries. 

Social development: Crime 
prevention, criminal justice, narcotics 
control, institutional development and 
popular participation, social integration 
and welfare, promotion of equality of men 
and women, rural development, as well 
as issues of importance to youth, the 
ageing, and the disabled, are part of the 
social development activities undertaken 
by tile UN. Demography and population 
science are other important areas in this 
field. An increasingly prominent area of 
activity is the field of environmental 
protection. 

Statistics: Positions in this field 
provide for increasing the availability and 
use of relevant, timely and reliable 
statistics for national and international 
planning and action. They also contribute 
to the development, expansion, 
improvement and maintenance of cost- 
effective statistical capabilities through the 
formulation and the improvement of 
statistical methodologies. Furthermore, 
assignments in this area are responsible 
for enhancing the collection and 
dissemination of statistics in numerous 
fields, promoting the co-ordination of 
international statistical work, and 
producing the international statistical 
series, which includes national accounts, 
prices, international trade, population, 
social indicators, environment, industry, 
energy, transport, and housing. 

SALARY AND BENEFITS 

The United Nations offers attractive 
remuneration packages and benefits. 
Starting salaries are based upon academic 
and professional qualification, as well as 
ti\e level of the post. The base salary scales 


are set by the General Assembly. There is 
also a post adjustment element based on 
the cost of living and the rate of exchange 
of local currency and the US doUar at each 
duty station. ' 

i 

RECRUITMENT THROUGH i 

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS | 

Junior profe^ionals and professionals 
are recruited through National 
Competitive Recruitment Examinations. 
The examinations are organised as a matter 
of priority in countries that are 
inadequately represented among the staff 
of the secretariat. 

For junior professional positions, a 
candidate must possess a first level 
university degree and be 32 years of age 
or younger. For senior positions, a 
candidate must possess an advanced 
university degree, four years of 
professiotuil experience, and be 39 years 
of age or younger. Fluency in either 
English or French is requited. All those 
who meet these criteria and believe in the 
purposes and ideals of the United Nations 
are encouraged to apply. Interested 
candidates should contact; United 
Nations Examinations and Tests Section, 
Division for Staff Development and 
Performance, Policy and Specialist 
Services, Office of Human Resources 
Management, Room S-2590, NY 10017, 
USA. 

LANGUAGE EXAMINATIONS 

Examinations are held to establish a 
roster of qualified candidates from which 
to fill language positions. The frequency 
of the examinations varies according to 
the needs of the UN. Interested candidates 
should co.ntact: United Nations Language 
Examinations Division for Planning, 
Recruitment and Operational Services, 
Office ^f Human Resources Management, 
Room S-2555, NY 10017, USA. 

PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS 

In order to fulfil its primary peace¬ 
keeping role, the United Nations is 
involved in a number of operations 
established in different regions of the 


world, known as United Nations Peace¬ 
keeping Operations. Aside from the 
widely known "blue helmets", which are 
military forces provided directiy by the 
member States of the United Nations, 
these operations also rely on civilian staff 
for a wide variety of functions ranging 
from monitoring the observance of human 
rights to managing human or material 
resources. 

Positions are offered in the following 
fields: political affairs, legal affairs, human 
rights, election monitoring, humanitarian 
assistance, public information, general 
administration, procurement, logistics, 
civil engineering, and electronic data 
processing. 

Interested applicants may obtain an 
application form and submit their 
curriculum vitae to the following address: 
United Nations Personnel Managetnent 
and Support Service, Field Administration 
and Logistics Division, Department of 
Peace-Keeping Operations, S-2280, NY 
10017, USA. 

UNITED NATIONS 
HEADQUARTERS INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMME 

The United Nations Headquarters 
Internship Programme is offered to 
students enrolled in graduate school, 
with a view to promoting a better 
understanding of major problems 
I confronting the world and giving them 
an insight into how the United Nations 
attempts to find solutions to these 
problems. The programme consists of 
three two-month periods throughout 
the year: mid-January to mid-March, 
mid-May to mid-July, and mid- 
September to mid-November. .As the UN 
has no provision in its budget to pay 
interns, all costs connected with 
internships must be borne by the 
students concerned or by their 
sponsoring institutions or governments. 
Interested candidates should contact: 
United Nations Internship Programme, 
Division for Staff Development and 
Performance, Policy and Specialist 
Services, Office of Human Resources 
Management, Room S-2580, NY 10017, 
USA. 
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MANAGEMENT 


Business GK 


1. Name the person who headed the 
expert group appointed to advise the 
Industry Ministry on the matter of 
improving the patent infrastructure? 

a) Dr Raja Kamanna 

b) Dr M.S. Swaminathan 

c) Dr H.V. Krishnamurthy 

d) Jaswant Singh 

2. Name the committee set up to 
review the Forward Contracts Act, 1952? 

a) Jaswant Singh 
N.N. Mookerjee 

c) B.R. Verma 

d) None of the above 

3. The new anti-impotcncy drug, 
Viagra, has been launched by which 
company? 

a) Novartis h) Sandoz 

c)(ilaxo d) Pfizer 

4. The famous car company. Rolls 
Royce, has been taken over by which 
company? 

a) General Motors 

b) Volkswagen 

c) Daewoo 

d) Ford 

5. Name the founder of the Ranbaxy 
group 

a) Parvinder Singh 

b) Bhai Mohan Singh 

f) Anaijit Singh 

d) Gurbax Singh 

6. What is the name of the car that j 
Hyundai is planning t(^ launch in India? 

a) D'Arts b) City 

c) Santro d) Mint 

7. Where has Hyundai set up its 
factory in India? 

a) Hyderabad h) Bangalore 

c) Mumbai d) Chennai 

8. Where has Microsoft set up its 
factory in India? 

a) Chennai b) Bangalore 

c) Mumbai d) Hyderabad 

9. Name the authors of the best-selling 
management book. In Search of Excellence? 

a) Tom Peters and Peter Drucker 

b) Peter Drucker and Robert 
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Waterman 

c) Tom Peters and Micliael Hammer 

d) Tom Peters and Robert Waterman j 

10. The automobile company, 
Daimler Benz, has merged with which car 
company? 

a) Ford 

b) Volkswagen 

c) General Motors 

d) None of the above 

11. Name the first Indian to have 
purchased five US newspapers; 

a) Manu Chhabria 

b) Swaraj Paul 

c) Vijay Mallya 

d) None of these 

12. What is Iridium? 

a) a new metal used in nuclear tests 

b) a new powder coating for kitchen 
utensils 

c) satellite-based mobile services 

d) a new company in tele- j 

communications j 

13. Name the company which has j 
launched India's first private telecom 
network. 

a) Bharti Telecom 

b) Siemens 

f) Modi Telecom 
d) Spice 

14. Name the bank that is offering 
credit cards with pictures of your loved 
one's on them. 

a) Hong Kong Bank 
h) Visa 

c) Citibank 

d) Standard Chartered 

15. The British group. World 
I Development Movement, is campaigning 
j against i proposed port in India. Where 
j Ls the port to be set up? 

I a) Gujarat b) Goa 

j c) Maharashtra d) Karnataka 

I 16. Which country was the recipient 
of the maximum foreign aid during 1997, 
according to World Bank figures? 

a) Cliina b) Mexico 

r) Brazil d) India 


17. Which company is the market 
leader in ice-cream in India? 

a) Kwality Walls 

b) Amul 

c) Milkfood 

d) Vadilal 

18. According to World Bank figures, 
what percentage of the world's poor live 
in India? 

a) 19 b) 27 c) 36 d) 45 

19. Which industrial group is setting 
up a refinery in Jamnagar in Gujarat, the 
first in the private sector? 

a) Tata b) Essar 

c) Ambani d) Birla 

20. What was the level of India's trade 
deficit during 1997-98? 

a) $ 5.4 billion h) $ 6.8 billion 

c) $ 8.6 billion d) $ 9.2 billion 

21. The pesticide brand, Hexit, was 
recently bought over by which company? 

a) Hindustan Lever 

b) Cipla 

c) Hoechst Schering 

d) Godrej Hi Care 

22. Name the company that has taken 
over Raasi Cement Ltd: 

a) India Cements Ltd 

b) ACC 

c) JK Cement 

d) Binani Group 

23. The leaner in the market for zinc 
chloride batteries is. 

a) Duracell b) Novino 

c) Eveready d) Energizer 

24. Name the committee which was 
set up to make recommendations on the 
management of hazardous wastes: 

a) PK Ramaswamy 

b) MGK Menon 

c) R. Parthasarthy 

d) B.N. Goswami 

25. The car that advertises that 
Feeling is Believing"? 

a) Honda City b) Mercedes 

c) Cielo d) Ford Escort 

26. What is Six Sigma? 
a) A brand of tyres 
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b) A quality control programme 

c) A management concept 

d) An econometric model 

27. Name the chairman of Vicco 
Laboratories: 

a) Swami b) Vajskar 

c) Pendharkar (/) Godbole 

2«. What is Goldman Sachs and Co.? 
n) an international securities firm 

b) an international merchant banking 
firm 

c) an international credit rating 
agency 

tf) an international financial deri¬ 
vatives firm 

29 Name the two companies against 
which the US government is taking action 
because of alleged monopolistic practices: 
n) Microsoft and AT&T 
li) Mic rosoft and Intel 

c) Intel and AT&T 

d) Intel and Du Pont 

30. Which company advises you on 
"how to make love to your wife"? 

a) Kelvinator 

b) Moods 

c) Kama Sutra 

d) BPl. 

31. Hindustan Lever and Tatas are 
tying up to make a huge infrastructure 
project. Where is this project to be s(“t up? 

a) Nagpur b) Kochi 

c) Jamshedpur d) Nagarhole 

32. Xerxes Desai is the chairman of a 
tamoiis company. Name the company: 

ii) Titan b) BPL 

c) Thermax d) Voltas 

33. The white goods division by Voltas 
has been taken over by which conqiany? 

a) BPL b) Mahara)a 

<) Electrolux d) Samsung 

34. Who is the author of "Inside 
Intel"? 

(1,1 Andy Grove ft) Tim Jackson 
c) Jones Sharp d) John Walker 

35. Name the world's third largest 
.steel producer: 

a) SAIL ft) nSCO 

c) Essar d) L.N. Mittal 

36. Which company is setting up a 
factory in Silvasa to manufacture CFC-free 
refrigerators? 

fl) Voltas b) Samsung 

c) Carrier rf) Fedders Lloyd 

.37. Which country has got the lowest 


credit rating by the international credit 
rating agency, S&P? 

a) Pakistan b) India 

c) Indonesia d) Thailand 

38. Who is the chairman of the 11th 
Finance Commission? 
a) Raja Chelliah 
fi) Madhu Dandavale 
Khusro 

d) None of the above 

.39. What was the Dhanuka committee 
set up for? 
a) Taxation 
(i) Insurance 

c) Banking 

d) None of the above 

40. What was Mincing Street in 
London famous for? 

a) it was the world's oldest stock 
exchange 

h) it was the world's oldest tea 
auction centre 

f) it was where stock brokers had 
their offices 
d) none of the above 

41. The "Resurgent India Bonds" 
have been launched by which of the 
following? 

fl) IDBI li) ICICI 

c) Central Bank d) State Bank 


l>) Dhirubhai Ambani 
c) Kumar Birla 
<0 K.B. Dadiseth 

46. Who has written the book, Godrej: 
A Hundred Years? 

a) A.K. tiodrej 
f') Gita Piramal 

c) Behram Contractor 

d) B.K. Karanjia 

47. The Mass Rapid Transport 
System (MRTS) in New Delhi is 
proposed to be built with the help 
from which of the following 
countries? 

a) Japan b) Canada 

r) USA d) Franre 

48. The Indian Railways recently 
organised an "Exhibition on Wheels". 
What was exhibited in it? 

a) .50 yeais of India's independence 

b) achievements of Indian Railways 
f) achievements of Indian economy 
d) none of the above 

49. Where is the summit of G-15 
gnnip of developed nations scheduled to 
he held? 

a) Egypt b) Jamaica 

c) Brazil d) USA 

.50. Where was the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) meet held 


42. How much amount is expected to I recently in June, 1998? 


be tapped by the above bonds? 

a) $ 2 billion b) $ 3 billion 

f) $ 4 billion d) $ 5 million 

43. The World Bank has cleared a 
multi-sectoral and innovative 
humanitarian loan of $ 543.,30 million 
recently despite US sanctions. Which Stale 
IS the recipient of this loan’ 

.i) Maharashtra 

b) Andhra Pradesh 

c) Tamil Nadu 

d) Kerala 

44. A major US auto-maker is facing 
a strike these days on alleged health anti 
safety violations. What is the name of the 
company? 

fl) Chrysler 

b) Ford 

c) General Motors 

d) none of the above 

I 45. Which Indian industrialist has 
recently been honoured by the Wharton 
Dean's Award? 

a) Ratan Tata 




a) Rome 
r) Geneva 


b) Now York 

d) Vienna 


ANSWER.S 

2, (6) 

3. (d) 

4. (fr) 

6. (c) 

7. (d) 

8. (d) 

10. id) 

11. (c) 

12. (f) 

14. (d) 

15 (c) 

16. (fl) 

IK. (.’) 

19 (c) 

20. (b) 

22 (fl) 

23. (c) 

24. (b) 

26. (10 

27, (r) 

28. (fl) 

.30. {(/) 

31. (10 

.32. (fl) 

34. (10 

35. (d) 

36. (d) 

38. (c) 

.39. (d) 

40. (h) 

42. (fl) 

43. (6) 

44. (c) 

46. (d) 

47. (n) 

48. (b) 

50. (c) 




! IJa) 

' s.ffc) 

; 9.(d) 
j 1.3. (fl) 

I 17. (fl) 
i 21. (d) 

! 25. (d) 
; 29 (h) 
I 33. (c) 
i 37.(rt> 

' 41 (d) 
i 45. (I.) 
1 49. (b) 


SCORE 

45-50 correct: excellent 
40-44 correct: fair 
below 39; poor 
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In its role of Career counselling spanning last five decades 
DPCC counsellors have seen that every era has had its own area 
of Pot of Gold. 25 years back it was Engineering. Then it was 
Medicine. Then there was the era of CAs. But what symbolises 
the era of 1990s is the field of MARKETING. Specially with 
opeiung up of our economy this field is most in demand today. 

The A&M-ORG-MARG survey published in May, 1997 issue 
of A&M magazine, on Status Symbols, clearly showed a surge in 
the importance of MBA degree's status, with more than 42% 
voting MBA degree to be the most prestigious professional degree. 
And, of course, in MBA degrees, the knight in shining armour 
remains the I.I.M. (Indian Institute of Management)—MBA which 
is achieved through the CAT (Common Admission Test), making 
CAT one of the most coveted exam to clear. 

Though a lot has been said and written about the CAT 
constituents and their preparation, it remains somewhat of a 
Arabian mystery. Rich, exotic and elusive. Who gets through it 
and why? We at DPCC started researching this angle for MBA 6 
years back. We realised that more than the knowledge, CAT has 
been a battle of the attitudes. Moreover, the study for CAT has 
to be different because the emphasis has to shift from Cramming 
to Concept Clarity. This is the reason why many of the more 
scholastic-minded students have failed to clear it, whereas many 
comparatively average students with a correct attitude and clear, 
what i/ou call, fundas have been able to clear CAT with flying 
colours. 

The reason CAT is so difficult is because it is fearsome. When 
somethmg becomes so important and decisive to your career 
that it can make or break your rntirc life, you get tense while 
appearing for it The magnitude becomes so large for you that 
you are just not able to give out your best, inspite of good 
knowledge. So we have to remove this Iwwaoa of the CAT from 
your minds to make you come out with your best. 

What is this winning attitude which has made the all 
important difference between victory and defeat? For this we 
have to look at what are the qualities a management insticute 
w'ill be looking for. You will all agree that the qualities will have 
to be the ones which go into making of a highly successful, globe 
trotting manager. 

Let me enumerate them briefly: 

1) Ruthlesa killer initincf: It is required because the most 
difficult task in the world is to get the work done from others. 
Just for comparison, the quality most commonly associated with 
a doctor is compassion, i.c., having a soft comer for his patients. 
On the other hand, an army person should have the heart to 


fight. What you require to become a good Manager is something 
of a combination of these two. 

2) Goal obsession: i.e. do you have a maniacal focus on 
your goal and the attitude to go after your goal with single track 
devotion. No effort, no hardship, no sacrifice is too bi^(^ stop 
you from achieving your goal. How much are you ready to 
sacrifice to succeed often decides how high a CAT score you will 
get. 

3) Judgement and Hawk's vision: which is able to 
distinguish between the right and the wrong; between the wanted 
and the unwanted; and, between the genuine and the fake. In 
your career this judgement is going to be crucial. This SPLIT 
SECOND DECISION MAKING will be on test when you start 
tackling CAT paper. 

4) Quick Starter: Remember, in management the person 
who is First off the block wins, because he grabs the right 
opportunity. Moreover, CAT is designed in such a way that it 
just can't be mastered by a 2-month dash in the end; nor can 
you keep on slogging seven days a week. It requires a lot of 
DIGESTION and ASSIMILATION of data, with concept clarity. 
Specially in the Data Interpretation and Data Sufficiency part. 
That is why the DPCC's CAT SPECIAL has been designed on 
scientific platform of three Days/Week classes to give you 
adequate breathing and assimilation time; and then testing what 
you have learnt. 

5) Ambitiousness; Hie contended types who are happy with 
whatever God gives them may live longer than most of us, reach 
nearer to God, have fewer heart attacks and stomach idcers, but 
definitely are unsuited to the profession of MBA. If you are one 
of those who believe contendedness is a virtue, this is not the 
line for you. 

6) Professionalism and Organising power You have to be 
rational, deliberate planner to come to terms with the 
extraordinary demands of CAT. Mudi before you sit down for 
CAT, you should have your schedule ready. Plan out the whole 
thing well in advnnce, every minute, every second. This attitude 
comes through rigorous practice. 

7) Last, but the most important, is Confidence. Like all 
difficult situations, CAT becomes docile in front of a 
confident man. In fact, one of the reasons deserving 
candidates fail to make it in CAT is their panic during the 
exam. This is the point which we hold paramount in our 
CAT special and remove through true to life simulations in 
our MOCK TESTS. 

DPCC's CAT: Special courses have been designed to give 
maximum advantage to CAT aspirants. The course not only gives 
maximum breathing space to students, it also is planned to give 
them adequate chance to adjust their Time Management, 
Moreovei^ regular tests and mock tests remove the fearsomeness 
of CAT. 
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BANK P.07RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Quasilans OB Social and 
Econondc Prabtams 

Q. Write a short note on Panchayati at the village, block and district levels, participation. The assumption was that the 

Raj. This Act came into effect on April 24,1993. proper functioning of the Panchayati Raj 

Ans. The introduction of the In this, it was stipulated that ail the States would result in creating a co-operative 

Panchayati Raj was a step in the direction (excluding Jammu-Kashmir, Meghalaya, commonwealth assuring social and 

of ensuring greater democratic Mizoram, Nagaland and certain economic justice to the rural masses, 

participation of the people. The fact that Scheduled Areas of some other States) Experiences have shown that a lot of 
the leaders have to approach the people should either make new laws or suitably these lofty declarations have not 

and be in close touch with them has sowed amend their existing laws so as to bring materialised. Quite often, the panchayats 

the seeds for greater democratic them in conformity with the provision of become an arena for the play of power 

participation. Panchayati Raj has tended this Amendment Act To facilitate quick politics and there is an oligarchic control 

to make rural politics a more continuous action by the States, the Union Ministry by the rural elite under the garb of party 

occupation as local political leaders of Rural Development circulated a model struggle. Most of the Panchayats are 

mobilise voters not only for the occasional bill prepared by the National Institute of dominated by big land-owners, money- 

election to a far removed legislative body Rural Development, Hyderabad. This w’as lenders, merchants etc. These are the 

but also to share in the day to day achieved by April 24, 1994 and thus the | groups which stand to gain most from the 

Panchayat decisions and development | task of granting constitutional status to Panchayat's activities, especially when 

problems effecting their constituents. The | the institutions of Panchayati Raj was there is a question of increasing land 

Members of Legislative Assembly of States ! accomplished. The State governments productivity (by irrigation and by sinking 

give importance to PaiKhayat leaders to adopted the envisaged system by having | wells) or of improving marketing facilities 

gain their elective and political support, their own Election Commission and j (for instance, by toad construction). These 

Due to this, the decision-making power in Finance Commission, | soci.il groups look after their own interests, 

the local political system also shifts After this process, denipcracy and the i which are often very different from the 

gradually. Formerly, the decisions about powers transferred to the Panchayats are i rest of the population's interests. In certain 

the development of the district were taken nowapartof the Constitution of India. A | places, people feci that introduction of 

at the State-level by ministers and Panchayat can now be neither suspended j Panchayati Raj has assisted the ris" of new 

bureaucrats having a strong urban ' nor dissolved. Nobody has the right to i elites usually described as neo¬ 
background. These were implemented by I withdraw the powers, responsibilities and j traditionalists rather than modernising, 

an impersonal administration lacking in I financial resources transferred to the ; composed of the younger and better 

development consciousness. With the Panchayat. j educated members of those middle castes 

introduction of Panchayati Raj, the Panchayati Raj has been a bold I who benefitted both from land reforms of 
decisions are taken by representatives of experiment in democratization and i the 1950s and from the Community 

the rural masses at the district and lower modernization of rural India. By giving | Development schemes themselves, 

levels. These new decision-makers are decision-making power, initiative and I One of the main factors responsible 
firmly rooted in rural setting and are adequate resources it was assumed that for weakening the Panchayati Raj 

sufficiently conscious of the the Panchayati Raj institutions would institutions is the inadequate financial 

developmental needs of their areas. bring about a revolution in the mental resources. In fact any level of government 

According to the Seventy-third make up of the rural masses. It was also is as autonomous as its independent 

Constitution Amendment Act, the conceived of, as an institution for financial sinews arc. Local authorities in 

structure of Panchayati Raj is required to development, with decentralised India are generally very reluctant to levy 

be a three-tiered one with elected bodies administration and voluntary popular more and more taxes to improve their 
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financial viability because that would 
make their chances of winning the next 
election slender. Their success more or less 
depends on their equation with the State 
government. 

The functioning of the I’anchayati Raj 
also suffers from the friction between the 
elected arid the appointed. The elected 
leaders look to the Panchayati Raj as a 
naechanism of power while the bureaucrats 
feel that the institutions could be utilist'd 
as administrative agencies of the self- 
government. 

Panchayati Raj bodies do not work in 
vacuum but in the social and political 
milieu of the region. Being local bodies, 
evils of society can also appear in a 
magnified fashion in the village where no 
one can enjoy the life of obsecurity. 
Perhaps, the leadership should be allowed 
to pass into the hands of disadvantaged 
sections of the community assisted by 
committed officials. 

On the whole, the system of 
Panchayati Raj is an asset in the society 
and if allowed to function in its true form, 
would be a boon to the functioning of 
democracy in the country 

Q. Do you agree with the view that 
the manner in which the industrial sector 
opened for international competition 
will stand in the way of development of 
Indian entrepreneurs? Give reasons for 
your answer. 

Ans. The industrial sector witnes.sed 
many changes, from the \enr 1491 
onwards, which have been responsible for 
shaping the governmental policy. Changes 
were seen after the Industrial Policy of 
1991. This policy, under the guidance ol 
Mr Narasimha Rao and the then Finance 
Minister Mr Manmohan Singh, was 
intended to charter a new strategy with 
emphasis on privatisation and 
globalisation. The two major change.; 
introduced at that iime were that first, 
areas hitheito reserved for the public 
sector were opened to the private .sector 
and second, the private sector was allowed 
to set up industrial imits without taking a 
license. Regarding foreign investment, the 
governments decided to grant approval 
for direct foreign investment upto 51 per 
cent in high priority areas. No permission 
would be required for hiring foreign 
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technicians or foreign testing of 
indigenously developed technologies. 

After years of protection, the Indian j 
industry has been opened up to foreign i 
investment and competition over the last I 
six-seven years. There are a number of i 
people who feel that the manner of j 
opening up the industrial sector was tex) | 
sudden and that this would be detrimental 
to tlic grow th of the industry. It is generally 
felt that there has been a blatant attempt 
to woo foreign capital. All this has been 
done with the view that direct foreign 
investment is crucial to our development 
However, critics base their judgement on 
past experiences. They feel that once 
foreign capital is permitted free entry, the 
distinction between high priority and low 
priority industries will gradually 
disappear over time and all lines of 
production will be opened to facilitate 
foreign investment. l‘or example, critics 
point out that permitting Pepsi Cola in the 
least priority area is an example. Neither 
did the project lead to export of processc'd 
agricultural products, nor did it generate 
employment on a significant scale But at 
the time of introduction of the project, the 
government sold the idea of the project 
on the plea that it will bring about a 
agricultural revolution in the State. 

Another criticism is that by 
permitting free entry of multinational 
corporations in the consumer goods sector, 
the interests of the small sector engaged 
in the production of consumer gcxxls have 
been hit. There is a danger ot labour 
displacement in the small sector it 
unbridled entry of multinationals is 
followed. Moreover, by facilitating 
imports, the government has been opening 
the import window too wide and 
consequently, the benefit of rising exports 
are more than offsel by much greater rise 
in imports leading to a large trade gap. 
Thcrclore, it has been felt that the 
indiscriminate entry of multinationals 
should be checked more especially in the 
consumer goods sector and in areas in 
which domestic capabilities are already 
developed. 

Perhaps a major problem with the 
policies fi)llowed over the past few years 
has not been that we seem to go one step 
forward and two steps backward. There 


has been a well-defined policy clearly 
stating the goals to be achieved. The 
Industry has often complained of not 
being on a "level playing field" with the 
foreign investors. One of the problems in 
the opening up of the Indian industry has 
been that, under the policy of 
liberalisation, we first went about inviting 
foreign investment and then woke-up to 
the fact that many of our industrial units 
were not geared up to face competition 
even from within, leave alone from 
outside. Hence, too frequently, the 
industry has complained of being put on 
an unequal platform. Specifically, 
although industrialists in general agree 
to the need of toreign investment for 
building infrastructure, tlicy do point out 
that restrictions should be placed on 
consumer goods sector investment. 

How'ever, all this docs not go to 
suggest that the basic development of the 
Indian entrepreneur will be hampered. 
The saving feature has been that both, the 
government and the industry have 
realised soon enoiigli that they need to 
gear up and set their own house in order. 
The problem with the entry of the fomign 
investment has been not only its 
■ suddenness spread over too many seclors 
hut also tlic lact tliat entry was allow'ed in 
various sectors where Indian Industry had 
not, as yet, ventured fuliy Theie are 
factors that can be taken cart'of. Althougli 
the government cannot go back on the 
steps announced earlier, it can definitely 
take corrective measures to see tlvit the 
Indian entrepreneur receives his share of 
chances ot entering various sectors. 

On the whole, however, it would not 
be prudent to assume that the initiative 
ami innovative spirit of the Indian 
entrepreneur would be quashed because 
of indiscriminate entry oF fmeign 
investors. We still have a long way to go 
on the route to developing our economy 
into one of the best in the world and 
Indian entrepreneurs definitely have the 
advantage of being on the 'home ground'. 
They can still make use of their knowledge 
about various aspects of the Indian market 
and if they work quickly enough to 
establish a foothold in the market, they 
can succeed. In that the government needs 
to act judiciously so that it can make the 
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most of the foreign investment without 
quashing the interests of its own 
players. 

Q. Is it true that Small Scale 
Industries face a number of problems 
which affect their performance. What are 
some of the steps taken to help these 
industries? 

Ans. The Small Scale Sector in India 
has been facing a number of problems, 
predominant of tlrcse is a shortage of raw 
materials. Marketing facilities are 
inadequate in the country Moreover, 
transptrrt facilities are very expensive and 
not very timely. 

Certain problems creep in through the 
basic infrastructure also. For example, 
power cuts are a major problem. l.iibour 
problems prove to be a major hindrance. 
Capital is by and large inadequate. There 
arc hejrvy interest charges on loans given 
by the financial institutions. These 
problems are further accentuated by the 
excessive control and harassment by 


inspectors. Bureaucracy also often 
indulges in corrupt practices. 

The Small Scale Sector also has to face 
the impact of recessionary pressures, fiscal 
retrenchment and the government's tight 
monetary policy. 

Over time, various governments have 
taken steps to solve these problems. For 
example, MRTP clearances were 
abolished. Reforms were also initiated in 
the Public Sector. Foreign investment up 
to .SI per cent eijuity was provided for. 
Policies were also provided for automatic 
approval for foreign technology 
agreements. The aim of such policies has 
been to unshackle Indian industry from 
the myriad administrative and legal 
controls which have now become 
unnecessiiry in the changed national and 
global economic environment. There were 
four major objectives listed: employment 
generation, reduction of social and 
economic disparities, removal of poverty 
and attainment of self-reliance. 


Several items have been reserved for 
the Small Scale Sector. There are efforts to 
promote industrial and agro-industrial 
employment. It has also been felt that a 
lot of emphasis has to be laid upon more 
agriculture-based and forest produce- 
based Small Scale Industries. The aim has 
to be to ensure optimum utilisation of our 
limited resources through Small Scale and 
Ancillary Industries. 

The development of Small Scale 
Industries has been given high priority, 
This has been done keeping in mind the 
advantages in terms of low investment 
and high potential for employment 
generation in rural and semi-urban areas. 
Investment, for promotion and 
development of village and small 
industries, has been laid stress upon in 
both, the Kighth and Ninth Plans. This has 
been done keeping in mind the immense 
potential of this sector in gencrahon of 
productive entry employment and earning 
foreign exchange. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


Model Paragraphs 


"When the going is tough, it is the 
tough who get going." 

There is no denying the fact that 
life is neither a bed of roses nor a sweet 
song. It is a different matter that some 
are bom with a silver spoon in their 
mouths. But the majority has to wage a 
relentless war against forces, both 
natural and man-made, that are inimical 
and irksome. During the strenuous 
struggle that each one of us has to carry 
on for survival and success, no cries or 
complaints bring us succour as much as 
Stamina, strength and steadfastness of 
our character. In the face of rough and 
tough weather of life, some begin to sec 
nightmares and thus yield before the 
unfolding scenario that may be neither 
very encouraging or inspiring. Since a 
man's destiny is pre-ordained, it is but 
natural that one should face the odds 
with equanimity and try to get over 
upsets and upheavals with all the 
toughness of nerves, unbending 
deternunation and unyielding 
conviction. Life without a crisis may be 
a blank page that no one cares to look 
at. Such an existence, as exhibits kicks 
and knocks administered by the fleeting 
time and cruel clu umstances and still 
stands erect, earns all the Kudos, now 
and forever. 

"Charity begins at home." 

Just as sporadic charity is bad both 
for the one who gives and the one who 
receives, similarly a person with a 
charitable view of life, serves the cause 
of charity only when he feels inclined to 
help and care for his own family. Only 
having served the needs of his kith and 
kin, a person should render selfless 
service to the society. Love, compassion 
and charity are such traits of a human 


personality as are spontaneous and 
spiritual in tone and tenor. Those 
suffering from the itrania of serving 
odrers by throwing one's blood relations 
to their fate, are neither indulging in 
charity with consideration nor 
benevolence as a boon. Those who ignore 
their home and set out to improve the 
lowly lot of others, miss the moot point of 
charity. The moving spirit beliind all acts 
of charity should aim at bettering the 
living conditions of tliose who are 
dt^rived of their basic requirements and 
in order to achieve this glorious goal, no 
place is as good as home. 

"Time and tide wait for no man." 

The only truth and reality that men 
of vision and wisdom have to teach the 
generations to come is that no one can 
delay the passing of time. As such no 
one should put off a favourable 
opportunity when it knocks at one's 
door. Those who fail to catch the 
opportunity by the forelock, hesitate to 
turn and twist it to their advantage, arc 
most likely to miss the bus forever. 
Sometimes even a single chance is good 
enough to change the course of life and 
bring about revolutionary rewards in its 
train. Those who are physically and 
mentally awake, always reach their 
destination, which in every age has 
been success and more success. Since 
the people at large admire only those 
who have carvea a niche for themselves 
in various walks of life, the 
unsuccessful persons are the lonely 
ones, for whom no body cares or shows 
any concern. There is no point in 
repenting over tlie wasted lime. There 
is no consolation, whatsoever, in 
blaming the stars for one's lethargy and 
passivity because time and tide wait for 
no one under the sun. 


"Two great talkers will not travel far 
together." 

—George Borrow 
The saying 'birds of a feather flock 
together' may be true in most cases and 
situations where people of the same sort 
are found together. But as far as great 
talkers are concerned, the less said the 
better. Used to beating about the bush . 
or blowing their own trumpet for want 
of responsive listers, the two talkers 
seldom make an ideal company to walk 
and talk together for long. In case they 
set out on a journey, their travel 
becomes their travail because of their 
tendency to speak to the other till they 
are too bored to bear with each other, 
like two poets sitting together and 
itching for a listener, both end up as 
Rivals and soon fall apart or fall out 
never to meet again. Just as iron cuts 
iron, in the same vein, persons suffering 
from identical urges or bent of mind, 
rarely put up with their ilk, either in 
conversation, debate or discussion. 

Since people travel for business or for 
pleasure, they seldom relish the idea of 
being subjected to constant confusion or 
being talked at all the time. The two 
great talkers, how'cver erudite and 
enlightened their views and opinions 
may be, seldom find themselves m 
happy company when either of them 
tries to impress—rather depress—the 
other with such tales or anecdotes that 
are highly personal or peevish. Since 
discretion is tlie better part of valour, 
between the two talkers, it is the sense 
of propriety and consideration for each 
other's sensibilities that are awfully 
missing. While travelling together, the 
first few moments or minutes can be 
exciting but soon they find themselves 
irritable to the other and hence a source 
of annoyance. 
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MakeitReadahlB 


What we write about has a profound 
effect on its readability. So we try to pick 
a subject that wins a compliment—that is 
it's read from headline to last para. 

In some situations, as in e.'camination, 

I we are assigned a subject, and it may be 
j inherently weak in appeal. In such a case, 
j we have to do everything we can to inject 
j life into the essay. 

• In any case, we can exploit the appeal 

• of a subject only up to the ceiling imposed 
! by the element of accuracy. So, at best a 
i witcr with integrity has only partial 
, control over his .subject matter. 

I There are two vital components of 
; readability over which we can exercise j 
virtually complete control. They are i 
. composition and organisation. 

By composition wc mean the 
! composing of readable sentences into 
' meaningful paragraphs. By organization 
. we mean the putting together of 
paragraphs into an effective whole. 

Principles of Readability 

If there is any magic formula which 
we can apply to tiirn unreadable prose into i 
readable writing, it is yet to be discovered. | 
C>n the other hand, there arc certain I 
: basic principles of readable writing whicJi ■ 
can be applied by anybody with telling effect, j 
The difference between a formula and | 
a principle is well worth emphasizing. The i 


former is mechanical; the latter calls for j 
the exercise of judgement and feeling. 

There is no arbitrary formula, for 
example, which will dictate the attack 
formation to be used by a battle-group 
commander in a particular combat 
situation, but there are principles of land 
warfare which guide him in the selection 
of a sound arrangement of his forces. So it 
is in writing. 

The principles that underlie good 
writing arc the principles of learning that 
underlie any teaching situation. 

OBJECTIVE. The No. 1 principle in 
achieving readable exposition is simply 
this: Keep your eye on the objective. Your 
objective is to get an idea across, to be 
understood; and not necessarily to be 
appreciated for your command of the 
language, your depth of feeling, or your 
rhetorical agilities. 

We arc, in short, trying to write for a 
reader, and not merely for self-indulgence. 
Consequently, the question to keep 
I uppermost in mind is, "What exactly are 
I we trying to say?"—and then say it. ' 
.MOTIVATION. To fix our avder, we j 
have to motivate him to be interested in ! 
what we arc driving at. That means w'e | 
have to appeal to his basic impulses. | 
BACKGROUND. Once we have our ; 
reader's attention, we inform him by j 
starting where he is—not when* we are. ■ 
We move from the known to the unknown, j 


from the familiar to tlie imfamiliar, from 
knowledge possessed to knowledge desired, 
from the easy to the difficult, from old 
experiences to new. 

IX)ING. And finally, to clinch our 
points, we show how our facts apply in 
real-life situations, preferably by helping 
the reader visualize their application to 
his own needs. 

There is nothing new abofit these 
principles of instruction. We have 
experienced them in countless situations. 
Tlieonlytrickis to apply them tnour writing. 
With tliem we can achieve that clarity of 
purpose and clarity of expression which are 
the sine qua non of readable writing. 

Putting these broad strategic 
principles of readability to work will come 
easier if we familiarize ourselves with 
certain tactical guidelines. 

Conciseness is the soul of clarity. 
"There must be no superfluous word", 
Sinclair I.ewis once said to aspiring 
writers. "Your success will depend on how 
well you can decidt* what is important to 
the reader." 

Most of us get into trouble on tine 
concisj-ness count because we try to show 
oti our knowledge. We try to appear 
super-intelligent and arty and we wind 
up being wordy. 

"Don't try to be arty, but write so that 
in artlessness your script will be art. In 
simplicity it will have true artistic v.nlue." 
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These days there are many 
advertisements by foreign universities 
offering degrees in India. 

Is there any use of doing 

such courses? Are they Ink 

recognised? Can we 

get good jobs after such degrees? 

—Pwbal Dutia, North 24 Par^anas (YiB) 

It is true that many foreign 
universities have been advertising heavily 
in India. Most of them are not recognised 
in India. As for your question about the 
use of such degrees, it is quite doubtful 
that they will be equal to a degree from a 
prestigious institute of India or abroad. 
One may be able to get jobs alter such 
courses, but whether such universities 
will be able to otter quality education 
remains m question because they will 
be trying to control through remote 
control. The education would be 
conducted by local partners, who would 
must likely be Indian businessmen, not 
educationists. Moreover, the possibility 
ot fraud is quite high, since unknown 
foreign universities may open offices 
here trying to lure students by the greed 
of a foreign degree. 

Our advice is to pursue your studies 
from a g(xid Indian university. If yt)u want 
a foreign degree, go abroad, rather than 
do a correspondence course of an 
unknown fon*ign university. 

Wnat will be the effect of ozone layer 
depletion on the earth? 

—Prarthna Cliataniy, Caiij^lak (Sikkim) 

The ozone layer protects the earth 
by shielding out harmful ultraviolet 
rays. Due to ozone layer depletion, these 
rays can have harmful effects on humans 
through increase in skin cancer and eye 
disease. It will also have a harmful effect 
on marine life, crops and forests. Fur 
more details, see our cover story on 
Global Warming in our February '98 
issue. 





My father wants me to become a j 
doctor but I want to be a pilot. How can 1 ; 
resolve the dilemma? j 

—Mccnu Pandcy, Allahabmt (LIP) ' 
These are two entirely different j 
things. Becoming a pilot is a good option, | 
but you must consider how you arc going 
to finance your training. A commercial 
pilot license may involve expeases of more 
than lis 10 lakhs. You should think ut it 
only it you are financially well off. 
Otherwise, settle tor a less glamorous 
profession. If you do not want to become 
a doctor, talk to your parents and tell them 
the reasons why you are against it. 
Convince them ot your point ot view and-* 
chix)se what you want to be. 

From the beginning I was never 
serious in studies, but now I am feeling 
guilty. I want to do engineering from IIT 
now. Can I succeed? 

—Gayatrec Nanda, Bhiibancslnm (On.^sa) 
Like all competitive exams, the IIT- 
JFl: too calls for a high level of 
commitment and hard work. You are sure 
to succeed provided you put in a ke. of 
effort If, however, you say that you are 
not serious in studies, how can anyone 
help you? If you are willing to change 
yourself, you can be successful. 
Otherwise, it would remain an impossible, 
dream. 

I want to start an export business. 
How can I do so? 

—Sukhdev Singh, Paridkot (Punjab) 
There are two ways of getting 
knowledge about the export business; (a) 
do a diploma in foreign trade (b) learn 
fmm someone who is already in it. For the 


first, there are many institutes which otfer 
good training. For the second, look among 
your friends and acquaintances who can 
help you. 

Which subjects should I take for the 
IAS examination? 

—Krishna Mai, Past Singhbhum (Bihar) 

We are often asked this question and 
the answer is very simple, take the subjects 
which you have studied before, or in 
which you have interest in. It you force 
yoursijit to study some new subjects which 
others suggest, do you think you can 
succeed? 

1 want to be a VJ or TV presenter. 
How can I succeed? 

—Aniiana Nath, Mivrnl (U.P.) 

First, take some training in the visual 
medi.i by doing a course at a film or 
television institute. Then, write to the 
television channels. They may take an 
audition and if you succeed, you will find 
yourself on television. 

Why is Chandigarh called the 
planned city? 

—Saritim D., Lrnakidam (Kerala) 

Unlike many cities in India which 
grew fwm a market or a cluster of homos 
and expanded in any direction, the city of 
Chandigarh was designed from a scratch. 
The French architect, Le Corbusier and his 
team, planned out the city by providing 
proper places for homes, industries, parks 
and institutions. The city has not grown 
in a hap-hazard manner. Even kxlay, the 
growth is in a planned manner. Tfiat is 
the reason that Chandigarh is called a 
planned city. 
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I ain keen to earn some money in my 
spare time. I am very good in designing 
dresses. Can I contribute my designs to 
magazines? 

—Neha IMak, lliansi (M.P.) 

If you are good in dress designing, 
you can open a small boutique in your 
home and design clothes for people. Once 
you have established yourself, you can 
contribute your designs to magazines. 
Before that, it is quite doubtful that 
magazines will be interested in your 
designs, unless of course, they arc 
exceptionally good. 

I want to become a bank manager. 
How can I achieve this goal? 

—Maninder Kaur, Mega (Punjah) 

There are two ways you can achieve 
your goal. First, if you want to get into a 
nationalised bank, prepare for the Bank 
Probationary Officer (PO) examination 
after preparing well for it. Second, if you 
target foreign or private banks, you need 


an MBA degree from a very good institute. 
Decide your goal and prtKecd to prepare 
for it diligently. 

Which books and magazines should 
I follow to prepare for CAT? 

— K. Madlitmma, Kiirnoal M.P.) 

Since CAT calls tor high-level of 
awarenes.s, it is important to read as many 
books and magazines as you can. Read 
biHiks on current affairs and be aware of 
the issues. Tm; CoMiiTino.N Masti-r is an 
ideal magazine since we cover debates and 
features which have been asked in CAT in 
the past. Also, our management section is 
helpful for understanding what is required 
of managers. For preparation, it is better 
to study from a course designed 
specifically for management tests. 

1 started learning words from a 
dictionary but I can never remember them. Is 
there any other way of building vocabulary? 

—Kapil Tank, Jabalpur (M.P.} 


QUESTION BOX 


One can never learn words from a 
dictionary. The only effective way to build 
vocabulary is to make vocabulary cards. 
Buy some cards and put the words on one 
side. On the other, list down words and 
phrases which help you remember that 
word. These are not exact meaning, but 
"word associations". Carry the cards with 
you all the time and utilise your spare 
time referring to them. If you do this 
regularly, you will find your vixabulary 
increasing. 
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Reasoning Ability 
Verbal and Non-Verbal Series 
Verbal Analogies 
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IMPROVING MEMORY-Vl 


me Chain Method 


/!y Biitmroop Roy 
Chowdhury 
Record holder of 
Umca Book of Records 

, We continue with our memory feature, 
which helps students to improve their retention 
powers. In the previous issues we coveted the 
basics of improving memory. Notv we present 
some tested methods Readers will greatly 
benefit if they do these exercises. 

We now know the principles of deivloping 
memory We can use these effectively to 
memorise paragraphs and other things. This 
time, we learn about the chain method, which 
is the most basic method of all the mnemonic 
devices. With its help, we can memorise 
shopping lists and even large paragraphs. 

While using this system, we should keep 
in mind the following W principles: 

1) Association 

2) Confidence 

3) Concentration 

4) Colour 

5) Exaggeration 

6) Thoughts 

I 7) Visualisation 

I 8) Oddities 

i 9) Itcx 

! 10) Sensuality 

j I e> us start with just ten items. 'Hrkc a | 
i I(H>k at the lol lowing list. 1 will demonstrate 
j h(w to use the chain methcxl in memorising 
this list. 

1) Bulb 

2) Potato 

3) Pencil ] 

4) Table { 

5) Sweater 

6) Bucket 

7) Fan 

8) Water 

9) Book 

10) Car 


The principle of the chain method is 
to connect each of the object with its 
neighbour, finally making a story out of 
the given sequence. 

While connecting the items try to 
connect it illogically because illogical 
things are remembered much better. 

Ixt's start by visualising the bulb as 
being held by a potato instead of a bulb- 
holder. Next, visualise in your mind that 
you are balancing the bulb with a potato 
at the tip of a pencil. Try to picturise the 
whole scene. Then visualise that in the 
process of balancing the bulb held by the 
potato on the pencil, that it falls on the 
table. Try to visualise it in motion. You 
can connect the table with a sweater 
Blinking that a dirty sweater was lying 
on the table. Then wc put the sweater in 
the bucket to wash it and then put it under 
the fan to dry. Now we are noting the-* 
time taken by the sweater to dry up, with 
the help of a watch. But the watch docs 
not give the right time so you refer to the 
book called "How to mend a watch". 

I mally, see yourself putting the book in 
the car. 

When you have finished the fantasy 
close your eyes and run back through tlic 
visualised story you have just completed. 

1 repeat, make sure you are visualizing 
the things, not just pronouncing them in 
your mind. 

Now fill in the blanks the ten items 
you have just memorised. 

1 ) 

2 ) 

’) 

4) 

5) 

6 ) 

7) 

8 ) 

9) 

10 ) 

If you remembered the story, you 



r 


could easily have got all the items in the 
list. Many people are able to get at least 8 
of the 10 items correct. If you have not j 
been able to get this score, go back and 1 
read the principles for better memory once i 
again. Also understand the chain method. | 
ITie idea is to visualise the whole thing in ! 
motion, which will help you remember • 
the items. { 

We have given an example of a story, t 
Try the same thing with a list of ten other ! 
items. Build an absurd story around it. 

The funnier the story, the better are the | 
chances that you will visualise it better. 

Once you have mastered the chain 
method, you will find that 
remembering even big lists is not 
difficult. This is the technique used by ; 
many successful people who are 
known for not forgetting things. 


■ 
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For answers to these questions 
ami many more 
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ISO SEPTEMBER'Se 


Y OU are in a room, 
with some of your 
best friends. They 
have managed to get 
a pack of cigarettes or a bottle 
of bt>er and are now pressing 
you of try out your first 
smoke or drink. There is no 
doubt about it—there is a ce^ 
tain thrill in doing the first 
forbidden act of grown-up 
life. Schoolboys and school¬ 
girls have gone on an inde¬ 
scribable high when they do 
such things. The same hap- 
peas while trying out a for¬ 
bidden drug. If there are any 
doubts in your mind, your 
fnends make fun of you and 
say that you are "backward". 
They assure you that nothing 
will happen and that it is only 
for the sake of some fun. 

They couldn't be more 
wrong. I^ether it is an act of 
defiance, fun or the need to 
appear modern with your 
peers, partaking of any of the 
addictive substances alters the 
chemistry of your body. To 
maintain the changed levels 
of chemicals in the body, it 
becomes necessary to con¬ 
sume more drugs. That is how 
addiction starts. 

It has been found that all 
such substances increase the 
levels of a common chemical 
in the brain: dopamine. 
Nicotine, found in tl» com¬ 
mon cigarette, has the same 


effect on dopamine levels in 
the brain as a hard drug like 
cocaine. Try out the drugs for 
just a few times and the body 
begins to demand more intake 
so that the increased levels of 
dopamine are maintained. 
This means that your body 
becomes a slave to substances 
like alcohol, cigarettes or 
drugs. One major US compa¬ 
ny has already admitted that 
tobacco is addictive in the 
same way as any harmful 
drug is. - 

Companies, of course, 
have hidden such information 
and well-meaning educated 
people have harped on the 
individual's right of free 
choice when they defend the 
right to smoke and drink. 
What the advocates of democ¬ 
racy do not realise is that lives 
are wasted and crimes are 
committed by people to fulfil 
tlieir urge to consume any¬ 
thing that will raise the 
dopantine levels in the brain. 

Smart or stupid? 

A dvanced countries 
have enacted laws 
to regulate the 
intake of addictive 
substances. In 1997, a court in 
tlie US ruled for the first time 
that tobacco should be regu¬ 
lated as a drug and dgaietj^ 
are now recognjiwd ’ as 
drug-deliver/ devices. 


Though cigarette compand 
do not admit it, their growth 
strategy over the years has 
been to get teenagers hooked 
so that they become long¬ 
term customers. In India, dg- 
arette companies frequently 
sponsor sporting events 
which are watched by the 
young. 

I^ile strict laws are 
being enforanl all over the 
developed world, ironically, 
the habits are getting more 
and mote glamorised in coun¬ 
tries like India. The Indian 
society is blindly taking to 
addictive habits. Qimbing the 
social ladder today mean& 
consuming harmhil sub¬ 
stances. However, it cannot be 
denied that it is just dumb to 
experiment with your body. 
People in other countries are 
turning away from such false 
notions of smartness. For 
instance, cigarette smoking 
has become increasingly trou¬ 
blesome in the West. 

Perhaps we need to con¬ 
sider before trying any addic¬ 
tive substance, whether we 
are acting intelligently by 
allowing ourselves to be 
manipulated. 

Beyond Tobacco 
and Alcohol 


T hough tobacco and 
alcohol represent die 
manipulative power 
of the media and 
peers, drug abuse is equally 
serious. It sucks an mdividual 
into an unending abyss, caus¬ 
ing suffering and hardship to 
the victim and those around 
him. At the macro level, it 
causes enormous loss to soci¬ 
ety in terms wasted man¬ 
power, aeddents and crime., 
lliat is why drugs cannot be 
argued as a matter of person¬ 
al choice, as some people mis- 
taketdy do. Secondly, it has to 
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treatment Cer^ 
ofthePo^- 
graduate 
institute of 
Medical 
Research and 
Education 
(PC5IMERI 
Chandigarh, 
says,'Like time 
and space, drug 
abuse cuts 
across social 
and financial 
strata. Starting 
from the dally 
labourer and 
rickshaw puller, 
ft aflame rich 
and the poor. 


ondthe 



be understood that th»e is no 
such thmg as a harmless trial 

Drugs alter one's mood 
and arbhaally induce plea¬ 
sure After a few tunes, the 
body begins to demand these 
drugs, not to mduce pleasure, 
but to reduce the discomfort 
that anses from their absence 
This IS called die withdrawal 
syndrome 

The World Health 
Organisation has listed the 
loliowmg categones of drugs 
alcohol, opioids such as opi¬ 
um, heroui, morphme, pethi¬ 
dine, cannabis includmg gan- 
ja, bhang and charas, s^a- 
bvc-hypnotics consisting of 
tranquilisers, cocaine, stimu¬ 
lants which include cafhene 
such as tea and coffee, hallu- 
anogens such as LSD peyote, 
tobacco solvents such as 
kerosene, gasoline etc 

Who gets addicted? 
"Anyone' says Dr Anil 
Maihotra of the Drug de- 
addiction and treatment 
Centre of the Post-graduate 
Institute of Medical Research 
and Education (I’GIMER), 
Chandigarh "Like time and 
space, drug abuse cuts across 
social and hnamial strata 
Starting from the daily 
labourer and nckshaw puller 
it affects the nch and the poor, 
the unemployed and the 
industrialist, the housewife 
and the student No one is 
immune' 

Many people believe that 
It affects other people only 
and they can handle occasion¬ 
al use of the drug^ This is 
wrong thinking A person 
may get addicted without 
even knowing that lie is 

In the booklet, Pnmer of 
Addiction, published by the 
PGIMER, the prevalence of 
drug abuse has been 
desoibed The common drugs 
abused mdude tobacco, alco¬ 
hol sedatives and ampheta- 


imnes Males usually out¬ 
number females Drug depen¬ 
dence now has become a 
classless phenomenon, cut¬ 
ting across soaal strata Non- 
traditional drugs arc now 
spreadmg to the rural areas 
With many people using 
cough syrups and stimulants 
along with mjections of seda¬ 
tives, the true extent of drug 
addiction may not be known 
Students are the most vulner¬ 
able group, with some addicts 
being barely 10 years old 

The spread of drugs 

T he reasons why a per¬ 
son begins to take 
drugs may be 
because of pleasure 
seeking or expenmentation 
Sometimes it may be econom¬ 
ic factors that lead a person to 
try and c'seape from reality, 
while others may want to get 
rid of depression Whatever 
the causes, there is little 
doubt that drug abuse is 
spreading in our society like 
never before Easy availabili¬ 
ty has also resulted in wide¬ 
spread use 

I he World Drug Report 
points out that the onset it 
drug abuse often incurs dur 
ing adolescence or young 
adulthood a period of transi 
tion commonly charactensed 
by stress and anxiety Links 
are sometimes made between 
drug use and children who 
have grown up in homes 
affected by divorce separa 
tion or bereavement but 
research does not substantiate 
a causal effect 

Research also shows that 
illiat consumption declines 
from die late 20s onwards In 
the US a study found that the 
penod of highest nsk for initi¬ 
ation into manjuana was gen¬ 
erally over by age 20, widi a 
peak at 18 The risk for 
cocaire initiation appeared to 


peak at ages 21-24 and tap^ 
off by 30 

Most studies of drug 
dependence suggest that 
th^ IS a correlation between 
problematic or dependent 
drug use and age of initiatioa 
the earher illicit drug use of 
any kmd begins, the more 
likely it is that the individual 
will take odier types of dn^ 
and will consume them more 
frequently 

The problem is not limit¬ 
ed to )ust addiction As Asia 
entered the HIV/AIDS epi¬ 
demic in the 1980s, intra-' 
venous drug users have 
become a frequent source of 
infection, and mjecting drug 
use IS now the second most 
frequent type of exposure to 
AIDS 

* Even if one does not get 
AIDS, one may be forced into 
a life of crime to keep up the 
habit Researchers in Italy 
have elaborated on a possible 
environmental' link between 
cocaine use and enme, where¬ 
by the relationship is symbiot¬ 
ic or mutually reinforcing 
rather than one of cause and 
effect 

Drugs are, thus, a gate¬ 
way and a deadly cocktail of 
illness, disease and crime 
When your friends want you 
to try out |ust a few doH-s to 
show your macho-spint, they 
are actually taking away your 
life Bit by bit 

Spotting and 
helping an addict 

F amilies need to keep a 
close watch on any 
changes in b^viour 
to spot whether a per¬ 
son IS takmg drugs Sudden I 
changes of mcxid, lack of 
interest m daily routme and 
loss of appetite are early 
warning signs A person may 
also have puffiness of eyes, 
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The powor to say NO 

What om neads to accept is that you gat ^ body k) your 
IIMbne. You cannot change or replaoe it Do you mitt It to become a 
slave of sonw haimful chemicals, juat for the sriB-el keeping your 
friends happy or for kicks’sake? 

It also needs to be recognieed that smoking and (Miking are not 
harmleas ae compared to drugs, as Is commonly MHeved. Since 
research has shown that all addictive substances havdihe same effect 
on the braki, It must be understood that each is as harmful as a dose 
of, say, brom sugar. What dHfers Is just the potency. 

Just take a look at someone who smokes, drinks or takes dmgs. 
fto wHI have less energy and will need frequent breaks to recharge. 
Smokere also have a musty, stale small about them. Think whether you 
want lo be in such a situation in exchange for a few moments of 
appearing smart and sexy. 

Your friends may argue that every drinker does not end up in a 
de-addIction centre. Nor does every smoker die of cancer. This may be 
true, but It hides the untold misery of people who may not think that 
they are addicted, but In tat are. Th^ live like cripples, dependent on 
their does at all times, if they do not get it, they rm^ have headaches 
or may be restless ttH their c^ng is saUsM. 

Qlven the way the sodety is progressing, an individual may be 
confronted with a situation where friends press you to accompany th«n 
on their misadventuiss. The way to hande such a situation is to firmly 
say'NO'. They may laugh at you and tease you by saying that you are 
backward, but the Idea is to be firm. Soon, you win be^ to understand 
that they are not actually your friends. Ofta, people push youngsters 
Into dnj^ In order that they may selt the substances once they are 
addictad. Friendship is used as an excuse to make you try drugs lor a 
few times. 

— Steer away from people who want you to try out different things. 
Let them think that you are backward. After all, your life Is your own. 
Let not anybody btakmaH you emotionally and give you a habit which 
you cannot shake off later on. 


siurriness of spiH'ch, needle 
marks on the body, nausea 
and drowsiness. 

I ook out also for things 
which may be missing from 
the home, bc'cause addicts 
usually need money lo pay 
tor their daily fix. Never go by 
promises but understand that 
the addict is helpless. When 
the body demands a dose, no 
promises are remembered or 
adhered to. The solution then 
is to approach a de-addiction 
centre. There are 60 centres 
run by the Ministty of Health 
and another 350 run by the 
Ministry of Welfare all over 
the country. In addition, there 
are self-help groups sudi as 
Narcotics Anonymous and 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Help 
can be obtained in a prof^ 
sional, confidential way at 


these centres and a family 
need not worry about social 
stigma. 

The process of de¬ 
addiction targets the drug 
abuser, his family and the 
society at large. The drug 
abuser is first motivated and 
engaged in treatment. He is 
then detoxified. Medicines 
may be given at this stage to 
counteract the ill effects of 
drugs. A long-term plan is 
drawn out keepmg the ad 
diet's biological, psychologi¬ 
cal and socio-environmental 
aspects. The latter may com¬ 
prise individual counselling, 
cognitive or behavioural ther¬ 
apies, yoga and meditation. 

The family of the addict 
is counselled as well, for pro¬ 
viding emotional support, 
psycho-education, clarifying 


family conflicts and guiding 
the family throu^ diflerent 
phases of treatment and reha¬ 
bilitation. Family groups may 
be formed where related and 
conunon issues are discussed 
and mutual support is gener¬ 
ated. 

Controlling the 
Narcotics Trade 

I f the substances are so 
harmful, why are they 
easily available? The 
answer is the huge 
amount of money in the nar¬ 
cotics trade, which makes the 
drug mafia stronger than 
governments. Nations across 
the world have made drug 
dealing a non-bailable crime 
with very strict penalties. 
Very often the law enforcing 
agencies are bought over or 
intimidated into subversion. 
That is the reason that the 
trade thrives across the 
world. 

In India, too, the penal¬ 
ties for drug dealing are strin¬ 
gent. The Narcotics Control 
Bureau frequently intercepts 
shipments, sent to and from 
the country. However, so 
huge is the problem that 
many drug dealers and push¬ 


ers still escape tlw law. It is 
believed that drugs in the 
country come from Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, but some of 
it is undoubtedly grown in 
the country as weU. 

The job of controlling the 
deadly trade is clearly that of 
the government and the soci¬ 
ety at large. A lesson can be 
learnt from other societies: in 
the Philippines, drug dealers 
evade arrest and make use of 
the law which says that a per¬ 
son should have at least 200 
grams of narcotics to be 
denied bail. Frustrated by 
such provisions, Manila 
Mayor Alfredo Lim started 
spray painting signs in front 
of the houses of suspects. 
"Drug pusher-do not toler¬ 
ate", said the signs, resulting 
in a drop by 70% of drug deal¬ 
ing, Ironically, the Commi¬ 
ssion on Human Rights 
moved court to stop such 
methods. 

The strategy to control 
the drug traffic are two-fold: 
reduction of demand, on the 
one hand, through less con¬ 
sumption and reduction of 
supply through control and 
law enforcement. Supply 
reduction strategies concen¬ 
trate on measures to break the 
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cycle of drug production from 
source to consumer. Urey 
include crop eradication, sul^ 
stitution and alternative 
development, detection of 
illicit laboratories, interdiction 
of drug consignments and of 
chemicals used in their manu¬ 
facture; market disruption 
strategies aimed at disman¬ 
tling criminal organisations; 
and financial strategies such 
as asset-tracing and confisca¬ 
tion measures aimed at 
depriving the crimitul of ill- 
gotten gains. 

The efficacy of supply 
reduction measures, however, 
is critically dependent upon 
international cooperation. 
Legal incompatibilities bet¬ 
ween countries often allow 
criminals to walk free. To 
combat this and other prob¬ 
lems, the United Nations 
General Assembly held a spe¬ 
cial session on the world drug 
problem, on June 8 10, 1998, 
in New York, trying to get 
governments to agree to 
increase judicial cooperation 
so that more drug criminals 
can be brought to justice. 

The international drug 
control system is governed by 
a series of treaties adopted 
under the United Nations 
which require that govern¬ 
ments exercise control over 
production and distribution 
of narcotic and psychotropic 
substances, combat drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking 
and maintain the nece.ssary 
administrative machinery. 

The existing treaties are: 
the Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs, 1%1, whidt 
established the International 
. Narcotics Control Board 
(INCB); the 1971 Convention 
on Psychotropic Substances, 
and the 1988 United Nations 
Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
j Psychotropic SubstaiKes. 


The United Nations 
Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs (CND), a treaty body, 
is the main policy-making 
body for all matters of inter¬ 
national drug control. The 
International Narcotics 
Control Board strives to 
restrict the availability of 
drugs to medical and scienti¬ 
fic purposes. All United 
Nations drug control activi¬ 
ties are co-ordinated by the 
United Nations International 
Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCP), which was estab¬ 
lished in 1990. It serves as the 
world-wide centre of exper¬ 
tise and information on inter¬ 
national drug control. 

The Impossible 
Task 

espite the efforts by 
the UN and 
national govern¬ 
ments, there is a 
sustained growth in interna¬ 
tional drugs trade. In situa¬ 
tions of armed conflict, illicit 
drug revenues—or the drugs 
themselves—are regularly 
exchanged for arms. Where 
there is strife, drugs become 
the currency to acquire arms 
and supplies. 

The three main sources 
arc opium, coca and synthetic 
drugs. The production of opi¬ 
um puppy has mure than 
tripled since 1985. Global hec- 
tarage devoted to illicit opium 
poppy cultivation expanded 
to about 280,000 hectares by 
19%, says the World Drug 
Report. Almost 90% of the 
world's illicitly produced 
opiates originate in the two 
main production areas—the 
Golden Crescent (Afghara- 
stan, Iran, Pakistan) and the 
Golden Triangle (Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand). A%ha- 
nistan and Myanmar are the 
two main countries of illicit 


opium poppy cultivafion. The 
illicit production of opium 
gum (worldwide) was 
thought to have reached 5,000 
tonnes in 19%. About a third 
of the total is believed to be 
coiuumed as opium. More 
than 300 tonnes of herojn are 
thought to have been pro¬ 
duced annually in the 1990s, 
mostly for export. 

Most of the world's cixa 
is gn)wn in the Andean coun¬ 
tries—Peru, Colombia, and 
Bolivia—which together 

account for 98% of world 
cocaine supplies. Half the 
global cultivation of approxi¬ 
mately 220,000 hectares takes 
place in Peru. Estimate’s of 
global illicit production of 
coca leaves suggest a dou¬ 
bling of production over the 
1985 to 1994 period. 

Sina* the mid-1980s the 
world has faced a wave of 
synthetic stimulant abuse, 
with approximately nine 
times the quantity .seized in 


1993 than in 1978, equivalent 
to an average annual increase 
of 16%. Ihe principal syndie- 
tic drugs manufactured clan¬ 
destinely are the ampheta¬ 
mine-type stimulants (ATS). 
In contrast to the localised 
outbreaks of abuse in distinct 
countries in the past, amphet¬ 
amine-type stimulants are 
now consumed in practically 
every region of the world. 

Drug abuse is increasing 
in India as well. The fight has 
to be multi-pronged: ^e law 
enforcement agencies must be . 
made more accountable and 
powerful. At the same time, 
society has to fight the men¬ 
ace by being more vigilant 
and active. Individuals, of 
course, must exercise their 
choice and refuse any 
offers of drugs. At the 
same time, families and 
society must enrich the 
lives of the youth so that 
they are not led by un¬ 
desirable elements. 


i BEOO8!»l0ACOUIISEliOR 

I So great is the problem of drug abuse that trained counseNore are 
I required all over India The bask: degree is M.A. in Psychology, which la 
i offered by universities, or the Masters In Social Work (MSW) offered by 
f universitiM and institutes suet, as Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
I (TISS), Mumbai. 

After the baisc degree, it would be advisable to do the PQ Diploma 
f in Medical and Social Psychology, offered by Ihe National institute of 

i * Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore. A similar 
study can be done in Ranchi as well In other places Ilka the PGIMER, 
Chandigarh, training is offered, but not on a regular basis. 

I The scope for trained counsellors is increasing as more and more 
I hospHala aw opening de-addidion centres and alcoholics wards. Since 
I traiiied counsellors are lacking, these centres would welcome anyone 
with professional training. 

Job opportunities exist with vofuntary social groups also. 
Altamately,'a counsellor can join a private hospital or even set up private 
practice. The latter would be difficult to cany on, because of the social 
stigma attached to drugs which would prevent people from visiting a prf- 
vats practitioner. In smaHer places, where government hospitals do not 
exist, a private practice could perhaps be established. One can also seek 
afflliaffon with schools and ooReges in order to help young people svofd 
contact with dregs. 

Itfflu8ibeundet8toodthalthoughlhesoopelsgrsat,ltlse8sentlel- 
Iysocialwoikandthe 80 opemaklngloisolnwneymeynolaxist.lnhoe- 
pilals, oounsellota are paid just Rs 2J2aO per month. A vWtlng psyehlatrlet 
may gat Rs 2,500 per morffh. Voluntaty agendee may even pay leas. The 
job of a counseflor, thus, is not very lucrative, Bllsast In India. Abroad the 
pays ate very handsome though. 
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Should Donadons IM ai Rellglois nr 
Social BasisP 


AH over the world, there is a tacit 
understanding^ that the rich must be 
philanthropic and nive generously for society. 
VIherever ineijualitics have grown 
dramatically, society has been threatened and 
revolutions hatv taken place where the rieh 
haiv met their gory end. Yet, in India, though 
the rich have grown richer, there is little that 
isgiivn to charily. On the other hand, religious 
donations run in rrores of rupees which are 
used to make huge buildings for religious 
trusts, doing nothing far society. In this issue, 
loe debate whether donations should he on 
religious or social basis. Does it lead to a 
homogenous society? Is society served in any 
way 'lirnugh religious chanty^ 

Mr A Friends, the topic given is 
quite interesting and points to a 
paradox in oui society. While Indians 
give crores of rupees in places ot 
Mirship, they are miserly when it comes 
to paying for education, health or 
upiiftmcnt of society. One can aigiie 
that the money given in religious places 
is sometimes indiiectly used for good ot 
society, but it is not the Siime as giving 
directly for a social cause. The social 
expenditure is conveniently left to the 
government, while we pray to our gods. 
It is no wonder that our country lags 
behind in hygiene, education, public 
health and rural development. The 
government is unable to fulfil these 
functions while private money lies 
locked up with religious trusts or ends 
up enriching the priests. At the same 
time, because of the capitalist system, 
inequalities are gmwing. These 
inequalities can have serious 
consequences- take a look at Russian 
history where concentration of wealth 
toppled the entire system and resulted 
in revolution. It dinitroyed the autocratic 
t/arist regime and culminated in the 
establishment of a commiuust State. A 
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similar thing happened in China. The 
American system, on the other hand, 
has looked after the poor through 
public policy and philanthropy; that is 
the reason it has been stable thus far. In 
Europe, there is a system of social 
security. What lessons are there for 
India? Do wo need to redefine the 
meaning of charily? 

MrB There is truth to what you 
say. But giving money in places of 
worship is also a way of charity. In 
India, religious organisations manage 
schools and colleges, thus contributing 
to education for the society. They also 
have programmes for the under¬ 
privileged. In many places of worship, 
food is served regularly and tlie poor 
often make use of this facility. It is thus 
wrong to compare ourselves with otlier ' 
countries. Our religious places are 
ser\'ing the cause of social philanthropy 
as well. You are right when you say 
that large amounts of money are given 
away in places of worship and this lias 
servt'd the objective of equalising 
society. Our large industrial families are 
known to be deeply religious and give 
generously. It is a way of recycling the 
wealth and routing it to the poor. That 
is why there has not been a revolution 
in our country. Our culture takes care 
of philanthropy while other countries 
have to depend on artificial methods of 
wealth redistribution. 

Ml C I do not think your analysis 
is correct. For one thing, religious 
donations do not serve the cause of 
social philanthropy. Have you seep the 
way that religious places function? 

Most of the money is unaccounted for 
and goes to fill the’pockets of the 
priests. Religious places also do not do 
things for the whole society as such but 


for their own communities. I am sorry 
to say that this does not lead to a 
homogenous society, but introduces 
divisions where none should exist. 
Moreover, take a look at some religious 
places such as masjids, gurudwaras and 
temples. All the money seems to go in 
expanding their buildings, which have 
increasingly become more and more 
opulent. This does not serve any soicial 
cause. It is no wonder that our literacy 
levels and way of life are pathetic. 
Nobody seems interested in helping the 
poor but want to make a show of their 
religion. True, a revolution has not 
resulted in our country, but take a look 
at the crime levels. Tixlay, there are 
kidnappings and murders galore, and it 
seems that no one is safe. The rich have 
to live in well-guarded houses. It seems 
that the unwritten social contract is 
slowly breaking down. Over- 
dependence on religious donations is 
also leading to differences among 
communities. Is this a healthy trend? 1 
tiunk the government would do well to 
take control over religious donations 
and use them for the .social good rather 
than let them invest in real estate and 
for the opulent lifestyles of religious 
charlatans. Social donations should be 
encouraged instead. 

MrD Let me add why religious 
donations may actually be anti-social 
and may not be doing any good for 
society. People give money to religious 
places out of guilt or respect, thinking 
that the money goes for a good cause. 
The truth is that the money may well be 
used for questionable purposes. Do you 
remember the time when terrorism was 
rampant in Punjab? The money offered 
I in gurudwaras was known to be 
I diverted for those activities. The police 
I used to have a tough time when 
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criminals would take shelter in places of 
. worship. They had no shortage of 
money or fcsouix'es. Similarly, the fight 
against terrorism in Kashmir may 
indirectly be aided by good people who 
i give money in religious places. Even if 
, the money does not go in the hands of 
j anti-social elements, one may well ask 
! what purpose it has been used for till 
, date? And the answer is that nothing 
i social has ever been done. The 
! temples of Vaishno Devi and 7'irupati, 

! for instance, are frequented by lakhs 
j of people hut the temple authorities 
I did nothing for the general public for 
; years on end. In Vaishno Devi it was 
i the f & K Governor at that time, 
Jagmohan, who took it upon himself 
■ to make things better. One may well 
I ask what happened to the crores of 
• rupees received by the shrine which 
. were never used for any social cause. 
The same is the story with other 
religions. 


Mr A 1 agree with you that 
religious places do not do much swial 
work. They run schools and colleges for 
profit, not for general well-being of 
society. Have you ever heard of any 
religious place of any community 
giving money for the relief of 
earthquakes, cyclones or floods? Has 
any priest gone out of his temple to do 
anything for the poor? We hear of 
starvation deaths in Kniahandi and 
certain places in Bihar where extremely 
poor people live. Yet, not one 
community has done anything for those 
people. When it comes to do something, 
people shrug their shoulders and say 
that It is the government's 
responsibility. I would thus say that the 
amount given in religious places Ls a 
total waste. It is iropic that people do 
not want to do anything to improve life 
in this birtli but give money to religious 
places hoping that they wiU have a 
better life in the next birth. It would be 
so much better if people gave for social 
purposes instead. 


MrB I am afraid that you are 
unaware of the facts. People usually 
give money.to Non-Government 


Organisations (NGOs) engaged in social 
activities. Such donations are exempt 
from income tax and voluntary 
organisations no doubt get huge funds 
because of this. Yet, most of the money 
seems to go to enrich the NGO leaders. 
Many of them are known to be corrupt 
and have been blacklisted by CAPART. 
Even those who haven't, have luxurious 
offices, wliich has given credence to the 
saying that it is profitable to talk about 
the poor these days. They jet in and out 
for international conferences. Even for 
these so-called social workers, 
starvation deaths in Kalahandi are 
meaningless. So why blame religious 
organisations alone? Let us say that 
nobody really cares about the poor. 
Even if you pay for social causes, tire 
money is certainly going to be used for 
some other purposes. Similarly, if you 
pay to the government through income 
fax, the money gets eaten away by a 
bloated bureaucracy and corruption. 
After all, you cannot change 
sentiments of the pwple and say that 
there will be no religious donations 
from tomorrow. Let us find ways to 
ensure that the religious trusts plough 
I the money back for the good ot the 
I society. 


iMrC You are right. Sentiments 
j cannot change overnight. Perhaps 
i society has a long way to go before it 
; begins to accept that chanty is a part of 
; life. Till then, the religious trusts will 
I have to take over the ta.sk of looking 
i after the less privileged in .society. It i.s 
! part of the social contract. If tlris 
' contract is broken, anything can 
I happen. In fart, it is becausi’ some 
! people find themselves so 
I disadvantaged that they lake to a life of 
■ crime. Society must have means to look 
I after the poor and ensure that wealth Ls 
! redistributed to some extent. This is the 
i only way to avoid social tensions. 

I Religious donations do not serve that 
purpose. Already the Indian society has 
been fractured to a very great extent. 
When religious trusts spend money to 
build huge places of worship, it only 
serves to alienate other communities. 
Not only do religious donation.4 serve 


no social purpose but they are divisive 
as well. Perhaps a lesson can be learnt 
from America. The rich in that 
country--the Rockfellcrs imd the 
Vanderbilts—were denounced as 
"robber barons" but they were higlily 
philanthropic. Rockfellec for instance, 
is estimated to l\avc given away $ 5i50 
million in his lifetime. Even today, 
Amcricaas give generously to charity, 
though not for religious purposes. This 
helps the society to maintain a balance. 
In India, we have to reduce our 
dependence on mligious donations and 
move towards social good. This can 
come through government policy and , 
also making social organisations more 
accountable. Tdl that time, it is upto 
the donors to insist that the money 
they give to religious places be used for 
social purposes. 

MrD Well, friends, we have 
discus.sed ahumher of points. I think 
we all realise that religious donations 
j ;wr s<' do not serve any social purpose. 

; Much of the money may, in fart, be 
j misused. We all also accept that money 
1 should be used for social purposes and 
i for the general good of society, not 
1 particular communities. It is a tricky 
i task to get religious organisations to 
' understand the harm that they do to 
i society as a whole when they do not 
! put the money rec(.*ived to good 
: social causes. Till society matures and 
j starts contributing towards the 
' welfare of the under-privileged, it i.s 
i the religious trusts that must take up 
I responsibility and part wdth majority 
1 of their money for social purposes. 

I They must realise that religion does 
not simply mean building bigger 
places of worship. It is, of course, 
difficult to change their thinking 
immediately. One way could be to 
make them accountable, as has been 
done in Vaishno Devi. It is time that 
society took responsibility and 
thought of ways to prevent the social 
contract from breaking. 


tAe “Ddf^te 
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Control ihe Tart Tongue 


/^OD has given man two fyos,tw,'o ears, ! 
i Vjbut only one tongue. The implieation I 
I being th.il man should see twice, hear 
I twice as much as he talks. However, many I 
I violate this unlaid golden principle and j 
I let the tongue tattle, causing them and ; 

! others around unpleasantness and j 

• misery. 

• When Ihe tongue unleashes its fury, 
j there is no holding it. It causes disasters, 

I even deaths. Tliat is why it is said that the i 
; wounds caused by the sword can be healed ' 

; hut not the wounds caused bv the tongue. | 

' When we advance in life, we find that 1 
, the tongue of man creates nearly all the | 
i mischiefs in the world. ! 

! Fhe chamoicc.n, who is said to feed 
' upon nothing hut air, has ot all animals ' 
1 lh<' nimbk'st longue! 

, The sharp tongue must he kept under ] 
! control hec<iuse this is one weapon which i 
' grows sharper with every use It is only . 
' three inches long but can "kill" a man of 
: sw ft'et. 

"We dig our graves with our teeth." 

I We might add that socially we dig our 
, graves with our longue. j 

J Wc talk too much, explain too much, [ 
! and divulge loo much to tivi many. Wc j 
: let our tongues run aw'ay with our brain. ; 
; We tell people our most secrets, and then i 
■ we are annoyed when others talk about I 


them. 

Too much talk can be disastrous. The 
results are often unpleasant, unhappiness, 
feelings of guilt and regret. And still more 
talk trying to get out of conversational 
mess. 

"Must you sit like a dummy and say 
nothing for fear of putting your foot in 
your moulli—or weigh every word you 
say?" asked a friend who had talked 
neither wisely nor well. The answer is 
"No". The tongue can he controlled, and 
here are the ways to do it. 

There arc times when the urge to pour 
our troubles into a sympathetic car is 
overpowering and we feel wc must get it 
off our chest. Tell your story' to a .stranger, 
not to someone you know well. 

One reason why it is best to confide 
in a stranger is that a friend is likely to 
question you further about the problem 
when vou would rather forget about it, 
whereas a stranger can't. 

If yo . are the sort of person who can't 
talk to a stranger, a good way to get a 
problem off your chest is to discuss it 
hypothetically with a friend, or tell your 
story as though it had happened to 
someone else. 

The friend to whom you tell it may 
suspect that it is your own experience, but 
he or she will never be sure. In that way. 


! you will not be committing yourself. Ycair ' 

I friendship will be safeguarded. There will 
I be no complications. '■ 

j There are people who are lar too ; 

I frank, far too curious, far too friendly and , 
i far too helpful in conversation. One ot 
I the best ways to lose a friend is to give a j 
I trank opinion, even when you are asked ' 

' for it. 

I A friend was acquainted with a girl 
who fancied herself as a great singer. "1 
■ want you to hear my voice", she said. 

, "And please tell me frankly what yon ' 

; think of It." 

My triend heard her voice and told 
; her frankly what he thought ot it and she 
I never spoke to him again. ' 

When people ask for honest advice, , 

' it is usually best to tell them what tlicy ■ 
i want to hear, not wliat you think is best ' 
i for them. "Advise me, but advise me the i 
way I want to be advised", says an old i 
Ciorman adage. If advice is not asked for, | 
it is best not to give it. 

Conversational good manners 
I include giving the other pt'rson a chairce 
to speak—"He loves the sound of his own • 
voice—I can't .get a word in", is a well- j 
known complaint about the gabbier who j 
goes on and on nd infinitum. I 

: Conversational etiquette also | 

I includes holding your tongue until the 
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other person has finished speaking, and 
being tactful. 'If you sec that someone is 
too busy to listen to you, or bored or 
annoyed by the subject you are discussing, 
or uncommunicative or reluctant to 
answer, control your tongue and retreat." 

While you are at it, refrain from 
putting words in a person's mouth, such 
as interpreting his remarks to others and 
acting as his mouthpiece. He is capable of 
speaking fur himself. 

When someone tells you something 
in confidence, keep it to yourself. It is 
almost sure that the man who v ows he is 
confiding in you alone will lose control of 
his tongue and tell it to others, too. If the 
secret does come out, let it come from 
someone else. 

Keeping a confidence is the supreme 
test of tongue control and requires tact, 
since othere who suspect that you are 
guarding a secret will try to pry it out of 
you. 

There are curiosity swkers who are 
in control of tlveir own tongue not to come 
out directly and ask for information. 
Instead, they will shoot a question in the 
dark in the form of a statement such as, "1 
understand B is having an affair with Miss 
M" when they did not have a faint idea of 
such a possibility, wanting you to confirm 
or deny it. 

If you are smart, you will play 
ignorant. If you are not, you will fall into 
a trap and before you know it, you will be 
decontrolling your tongue and revealing 
more than you should. 

Another device to guard against is the 
seemingly kind remark thrown out in 
order to have you pick up the gauntlet. 
"M is a lovely girl, isn't she?" someone 
will ask, when everyone knows tlvat M is 
a witch. 

The question is merely a comc-on to 
a malicious conversation about M. The 
questioner is playing it safe, hoping that 
you will be the one who will tear M to 
pieces conversationally. It is wise to play 
it smart and agree that M is a "lovely" 
girl. 

Often we possess information which, 
though not told in confidence, is best 
withheld. Instinctively, we feel it would 
be unwise to disclose it, even though 
there seems to be no harm in revealing it. 


If your instinct tells you to hold your 
tongue, hold it; 

B lives in a hostel. When he first 
moved in, he was intrigued by all the 
stories he heard about others. "I liked to 
listen to the gossip", he admitted. 

But gossip is contagious, and soon 
he began to tell titbits of his own. Before 
long, the gossip began to backfire. Some 
of the stories he told went back to the 
people he talked about, and he lost a lot 
of friends. 

"1 began to stay away from the 
gossips", he said. "I realised that I was 
becoming just as bad as the others, and 
I didn't like mysell for it. Now 1 listen 
quietly to the talk around me, but I have 
learned just to listen to it and keep 
still." 

Even well-meaning biisybodies can 
do more harm than good. K, a bachelor, 
moved to a house and was soon on 
speaking terms with a lovely young lady 
who lived on his floor. He showed the 
girl some attention, and soon the 
busybodies in the house were 
matchmaking. 

They began to e<lol the girl's virtues, 
telling him she would make a nvndrrful 
wife. K, who had no intentions of 
manying, took fright and. like live Arabs, 
folded IvLS tent and shot aw.ny. 

It is also wise not to reveal certain 
informalion even when you think it may 
be helpful. IVivple who carry tales or feel 
it is Iheir duty to warn others about 
something or someone are sticking their 
necks out and arc likely to find themselves 
in a mess. Instead of being thanked for it, 
they will probably be resented. It is much 
safer to let people find things out for 
themselves 

Many people, in order not to appear 
conceited, will humble themselves witlv 
their tongues. "1 am the laziest man alive", 
a friend always told others. 

When a dre.s5 was admired he would 
say, "Oh, it's last year's." He would relate 
incidents which put him in an unflattering 
light, and was always apologising for 
saying or doing something which, if he 
had kept quiet, would have caused no 
biting comment. 

Instead of ingratiating himself with 
others, he was amazed to find that they 


took him so literally tlvat they spoke to 
him and of his sneeringly. Finally, he 
learned to control his tongue and slopped 
disparaging himself. 

One of the most disliked man I know 
is one who uses such vile language that 
even evil men are afraid of him. 
Remember that your language, like your 
clothes, proclaims your breeding. 

If vour tongue is naturally sharp, try 
to lone it down. When a nasty remark 
about something or sometvne comes to 
your lips, swallow it, or you will be 
regarded as a bitter, cynical, critical 
person—all unflattering personality 
marks. 

TIvc best way to control your tongue 
is to remember that: you don't feel sorry 
for wlial you didn't say. 

If you cannot think of something 
complimentary to say, it may be better to 
say nothing at all. You cannot gel people 
to improve by drawing attention to their 
faults. • 

Instead lixvk for their goixl qualities 
and speak well of these People like to 
fci'l that they aiv appreciated, even when 
they themselves are aware of their 
shortcomings. 

If you can emphasi-se the belter traits 
in your thinking about other people, this 
will tend to divert your attention from 
tlie more unpleasant quirks of their 
character. 

f.veryone lias his faults and foibltsi 
but the person who can lake kindly to 
l)"ing reminded about them is rare. It is 
usuall> better to avoid the risk of 
offendmg, even if your intentions are 
goixl. 

It may be your aim to help the other 
person to ovenome some fault, but he 
himself may not look upon it in tlvat way. 
He may interpret your kindly interest as 
no more than interference, and he will 
n’.seivl it if you seek to call his attention to 
the worse side of IvLs nature. 

Talk about the better side of peivpie— 
or hold your tongue. This is an infallible 
way to avoid putting your foot in it when 
you open your mouth. 

Another simple but highly effective 
way to bridle the tongue is to keep ever 
in mind is the formula; when in doubt 
(about anything), hold your tongue. 
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ACHIEVERS 


I dearad the CAT examlnatnn last year, thanks to your help 
and guidance I received several caHs from lop management 
institutes and have finally joined Management DevelopmenI 
Institute (MDI), Gurgaon I started my aubscnption to The 
Competition Master while m college, and found its 
management section extremely useful The down-to-earth advice published 
by you Is much better than the so-called career guidance published in 
various newspapers In fact, 1 was quite at a loss what to do after finishing 
myBSc from M^MDAV College. Chandigarh and a computer course and 
It was your magazine that showed me the way for CAT I was helped m my 
efforts by joining a professional institute in Chandigarh I am grateful to 
CM tor being a help and launching me on this career 

Richa Sethi, Ku/u (Himactal Pradesh) 

I started my preparabons for CAT last year while I was doing 

E myBCom mCfiarKlgarh It seemed a tough goal but I decided 
to put in my best after reading your article on CAT in one of 
your issues I received calls from some institutes and have 
nowpned the Nirma Institute of Management, Ahmedabad 
The subscnption to The Competition Me^erms a gift from 
my teacher, which was the most valuable gift I have ever received It 
helped me at every stage of preparabon for CAT The management feature 
Is the best published anywhere and offered pracbcal advice, as opposed 
to the theoretical advice and hype created by other publnabons 

My advice to students Is to work hard and follow all the bps in CM, 
as well as learn the Business GK It played a great role in ri^ ulbmate 
selection 

Shaveta MIglanI, Kaithai (Haryana) 

||HHH I wish to thank The Competition Maaterlor helping me to get 
selected in SBI Associate Bank PO Examinabon I have been 
allotted State Bank of Saurashtra The most puzzling part of 
pHpi^ the paper is the reasoning secbon and I was lucky I followed 
' The Competition Master Its explanabons appeal to mind and 
make one satisfied In the descnpbve paper and interview too, its features 
helped me a lot I became conscious of the issues and was able to make 
up my own mmd after reading them The articles are all distinguished and 
learned, which really helped me a lot 

Of course there is no success without hard work Equally important 
IS the belief that we can do it In this context, I have found CM to be the 
Ideal guide and helping hand My advice is to coltect all the issues and do 
the tests in examination condibons Only after the attempt should the 
answers be referred to 

Deepeah Kumar, Miaaffarpur (Bihar) 

I have been a regular reader of The Con^tition Master 
■9 Since two years I cleared my MBA and CDS examinations 
with Its help The matenal published by you is brief and to- 
^ the-point which helped me save much time The answers and 

■ explanations were also very lucid Students often waste bme 
going through irrelevant material which is added to make a book appear 
bulky I can say that The Competition Master has been a Inend and guide 
to me and helped me achieve success 

RIteah Mago, Pune (t^harashtm) 

I have cleared my CDS Examinabon In college I started 
yTSf reading The Competition Master A regular reading of its issues 
has increased my communicabon power, besides helped me 
. dear the examination Its fnendly language has made me 
understand many issues which are not adequately explained 
in newspapers I hnd that the CM is written from the point of view of the 
young and that is why it is able to present viewpoints m such a dear 
manner I thank The Competibon Master tot my success 

Vlnaet Saxena, UOiam Singh Nagar (Uttar Pradesh) 
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The CotWEimoN Master has stood ¥rith youi^ people for over 39 
ye^, helping them through competitive examinations and preparii^ 
them for life, it has, throu^ the years, introduced innovative addK 
dons, encouraged reader participation and provided* forum for the 
youth aspiring for higher goals. As a result, it has continued to gain 
the trust of people ail over the country. 

We now announce our first National Fellowships for our read¬ 
ers. Five fellowships aX the value of Rs. 10,000 each will be award¬ 
ed to encourage young people and to enable them to pursue an 
activity of their choice. In addition, they can look forward to 
national recognition through the pages of The COMPErmoN Master. 

She coupons will b« published in issues of the magazine, from 
August 1998 to January 1999, each containing three questions. You have to 
collect ail the sbe coupons, answer the questions on them, and send them all together, after 
December 15, 1998. Your entry should reach us before January 31, 1999. You also have to write an essay 
of 300 words on a topic to be announced in January 1999 issue. 

Entries will be evaluated by a panel of judges appointed by the Editor, The Competition Master and fellowships will 
be awahded on the basis of all-correct answers on the coupons as well as the essay. The decision of the judges wUI 
be final and no correspondence will be entertained. 

Rules and Regulations 

I. Thar* ii no entry fa*. 2. Incomplete or Illegible entrlei shall be disquaMed. 3. The winners shall be deckled by a panel of judges appointed fay the EdMor, The 
Competition liasear, whose decision will be Anal and binding. 4. No correspondence or queries In this subject will be enAnalned. S. The essay shall become die 
property of The Competition Master who shall be free to use it in any manner that It d ee m s fit without any obligation or rights to anyone. 4. The names of the 
winners will be publlihad in the March 1999 issue of The CompatMon Master 7. The amployeet ind relativas of The Competition Mestar, ihalr agana and ffaml. 
lint shall not be eligible to participate. 8. Any dispute arising on account of this conteii are subject to Chandigerh Jurisdiction only. 9. The fellowship programme la 
open to all Indian residents in age group of 14-24 years. A cartHiate from school/college certifying age and dais studying In will be required to be sent along whtl 
the entry. 10. The esny can be written In English or Hindi. 11. A colour passport size photograph with name written on the back is required to be sent alongwMi 
the entry. 12. The word limit for essay Is 300 words. This could be typed or written neatly on one side of paper. 13. AH the six coupima, urMi wieweri fap 
questions on them, ekmgwlth the Essay, photograiih and cartificBta of age have to bo rocohrod togothar by January 31, 1999, 14. Uia only origi¬ 
nal coupons jxiblished m The Compatition Master issues dated August 1998 to January. 1999. Photocopies, hx or typed coupons are invalid. I!. All antrlet ahouM 
be aant to! Fallowihip Rrogramme, The Compatitien Matter, 124, InduatrlaM, Chandigarh.140 002. 14. The Competition Master will not ba ratpon- 
slWe for any postal delays or loss In tnnslc 


MnQy^^ 



Q1. What isttie Frendr word that means ^stereotype"? 


HVRITE M BLOCK IfTTERS 




6 2. Who is the editor of The Con^ietition Master? 


... 


'(MntirterRfoddeo? 


•■aeeaBpeOttaaqoadSMdMdbooeeoOoMtliseOaaiMoeoaos* 


tootroekirioWaEwntSBwiB, ■ ■ ‘ 


Coupon m was printed in August 199S Issue. In case you missed out you can get your copy by sending 
Rs 20.00 by Money Order or Bank Draft to THE COMPETITION MASTER, 128, Industrial Araa-1, Chandigarh 160 002 
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A relishing itch is followed 
ly a teasing irritation 
which quickly expands as if a 
; caged bird is taking to wings, 
i Tension mounts, eyes water, 

' time stops, for a fle<?ting whi !e, 
I you struggle at the edge of an 
abyss, then comes an 
I explosion. You feel relieved, 
j You have sneezed. 

I Sneeze is a sudden, 

I spasmodic expiratl^'n through 
! the nose, caused by irritation 

! of nasal nerves. A reflex action, 
it frees the nose of extraneous 
' matter that irritates it. 

! The dictionary defines 

j it: to make a sudden and 
' involuntary expiration 
preceded by inspiration, the 
fames being generally 
closed so that the current of 
air is directed through the 
nose. 

I Fits of sneezing may be as 

j much the result of cloggt*d cold 
i as of repressed emotions. 


Sneezing fits are an outward 
expression of repressed anger 
resentment and irritation. 

If you suffer from 
sneezing enjoy it as each 
explosion allows you to protest 
loudly and to express your 
feelings of anger and 
! dysphoria! 

j Sneeze is shrouded in the 
I mist of superstition and 
j folklore. From the hoary past 
I it has come down as an omen 
I of good and evil. Even today, 
I when science has dispelled 
; some superstitions, the ones 
concerning sneezing linger 
on. 

Sneeze means good luck 
1 or bad. The history of sneeze 
! can be traced back to the times 
of Aristotle who had a theory 
regarding it that a man's soul 
was located in the head. 
Therefore, a violent thing like 
a sneeze meant a psychic 
I disorder. 


The English always say 
'God Bless you' when one 
sneezes. This stems fmrff a fear 
that one's soul is taking a 
momentary flight. Some 
contend that the incantation is 
uttered to ward off evil spirits 
that try to rush in the sneezer's 
gaping mouth! 

An ancient German 
superstition has it that sneeze 
is an evil-omen. If a 
bridegroom sneezes during a 
wedding ceremony, the 
marriage is sure to founder on 
rocks of bickerings and 
misunderstandings. 

An English nursery 
rhyme has it that a sneeze on 
Sunday is a potential danger 
for the sneezer will be 
possessed by the Devil all the 
week. 

In Scotland the sneeze of 
an infant is a good omen. The 
infant, it is believed, is free 
from the influence of fairies. 


They also hold that it is a sign ! 
of strength and vitality'. Even 
today some doctors slap a 
new-born baby on the back 
and the baby a.ssures them ot ! 
his vitality by responding with - 
a sneeze. 

In India a sneeze just after | 
one's meal portends danger to 1 
one's livelihood. Similar !y, one | 
at the commencement of a j 
journey is inauspicious. | 

Sneezing has interesting | 
folklore in India. If one sneezes i 
on the left side of a person who 
is undertaking some important 
work, it is an auspicious 
beginning. 

If the housewife sneezes 
just after cooking meals she 
can expect guests. Two or 
more sneezes in a row 
indicate that the sneezer is 
being affectionately 
remembered by some dear 
and near one. A sneeze is 
nothing to sneeze at! 
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DesGripUHe Qwsiloiis 


I Loss of humour 

I Q. If human beings lose their sense 
I of humour. What would happen? Give 
j three important consequences ii such a 
' situation arises in the world, 
i Ans. Besot with a host of stresses and 
strains, and tossed by a number of trials 
! and tribulations, human beings are re- 
' lieved of their tensions and traumas only 
. when they fully join the stream of humour, 

. in books and journals, meetings and social 
gatherings, through the media, both print 
' and visual, hi fact, humour in life is like a 
• safety valve that allows the pent-up emo- 
: tions and highly charged ner\'es to feel a 
’ much needed healing touch that only 
humour can provide. Humour, whether 
; subtle or sharp, is a boon, both for an 
individual as well as for the society be¬ 
cause its presence, expression and full 
diffusion indicates that the social order 
still retains its basic moorings. God 
forbid, if human beings lose their sense 
of humour, for some reason or the other, 
the world will not remain the same as it 
is today because, without exception, the 
entire human race will have to learn to 
live with th" following canse(]uences 
A world without humour will look 
something like hell where fear and fe¬ 
rocity rule the roost. The ability or qual¬ 
ity of being amusing or comic; to 
appreciate things that are comic or amus¬ 
ing, is a rare gift that we are born with. 
The moment we are deprived of this 
natural-instinct world will become a 
haunted place where bleak social atmo¬ 
sphere and blank human faces will be¬ 
come an all-pervasive reality. In a 
, humourless world, people of all hues 
and hypes will become poor as far as 
their innate faculty "to sweeten the bitter 
cup of life with humour" is concerned. 

The loss of humour among human 
beings will deal a severe blow to all such 


I literature, both folk and printed, that 
has thrived on the inborn impulse or 
sense of humour. Without humour as 
their most potent possession of 
! expression in words and symbols like j 
i cartoons, the creative human minds will 
pine like a fish out of water. 

No doubt, the very thought of living 
in the world where humour has gone out 
of reckoning or recognition, sends chilling 
1 shivers down the spine Besides the writ- 
I ere who excel in humorous writings and 
use their pen to express the most harmless I 
I and yet the most hilarious concepts of their 
I imagination, the owners of printing 
• presses, journals and magaTiines, whose 
I business sustains itself on churning out 
: 'humour or comic literature', will be the ! 
worst hit. In short, the loss of humour 
will mean a barren, boring and boorish 
experience, the end of which may not 
: appear or seem emerging. 

I 

j 

' Career consciousness versus other 
values 

i 

Q. "Too much emphasis on career- 
j making among the youth in homes and 
educational institutions, poses a serious 
threat to other values of life." Substan¬ 
tiate the statement with your views based 
on knowledge, reading and present-day 
realities. 

Ans. There i.s no denying the fact that 
. homes and educational institutions are the 
places where our perceptions and prefer¬ 
ences are formed. Agam, it is there that 
I the seeds of our distortions and 
i distractions are sown During the past few 
' years how things have changed beyond 
; recognition, in the content of our aims and 
I objectives, ends and me.ms, is a matter 
I that calls for deep introspection and 
i remedial action. From the 'hippie culture 
to the yuppie culture' it may be an 
advancement of no mean significance for 


parents and teachers as far as our youth is 
concerned, but in the mad race to reach 
the top of the world, what we have lost in 
terms of socio-economic values, family 
and human relations, is a matter that 
.should make us sit up and ponder. Crass 
careerist in passion, competitive 
consumerist in pursuit and completely 
callous towards social obligations as a re¬ 
sult of both, the siKial scenario that has 
emt'rged is really abject and alarming, to 
say the least. 

Too much emphasis on career- 
making, an^l too little concern for other 
values like courtesy, compassion, restraint, 
miKieration, res|H’ct to elders and the like, 
may turn out successful professionals, but 
such ii lop-sided view of progress and 
i prosperity iloes not indicate health or 
i happiness or both among the elite, whom 
I we label today the 'succcssful men and 
women in the pi i me ot Iheir lives', f laving 
1 become oblivious to the sayings "when 
1 wealth aLCiimulates, men decay" and 
' "when civilisation advances, poetry 
declines", we are not a moving upright 
I on the road ahead. Having failed to instil 
, or iniulcatc the feelings of cooperation, 
charity, brotherhood, compromise', serv ice 
; and sacrifice, both homes and eduruliunal 
■ institutions may be promoting (he 
personal inleresi of their kith and kin and 
i wards, but tliey are also contributing their 
’ bit, though unwittingly, in making some { 
; youtli mere monsters, both in concepts and j 
concrete actions. ! 

Utterly ignorant of their cultural heri- j 
tage, rich traditions, constructive conven- I 
; tions, sublime scriptures and other assets i 
I that enable a civilised society to survive | 
; the onslaught of time and turbulence, 
j apathy and anti-pathy, the youth is being | 
deliberately deprived of such tools of men- i 
lal health and emotional solace. Too much 
i neglect of the elderly persons, and 
excessive violence in our milieu, broken 
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I homes, and fractured relations are a cruel 
[ consequence of 'career-consciousness 
i taking precedence' over toleration, 
adjustment and respect for parents, 
teachers and others, who help shape the 
lives of the youth and enable them to en¬ 
joy the fruits of their pelt and position, 
status and stature. 

Improving supply of drinking 
water 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to improve the supply or availability of 
drinking water in rural and urban areas. 
Say how the steps suggested by you 
would be result-oriented? 

Ans. Water, the elixir of life, still 
eludes thousands of Indian homes, despite 
pro-poor plans, high-sounding slogans 
and pompous promises. Water, a free gift 
of nature, is a luxury for a vast population 
and its availability for bare minimum re¬ 
quirements of daily life remains a mirage 
despite more than fifty years of indepen¬ 
dence. The hard fact is that our planners, 
policy-makers and field workers have 
failed to ensure drinking water supply to 
all Indians. Since such a sordid situation 
carmot be allowdcd to continue forever, 
the following measures, if adopted in the 
right earnest, can prove quite effective in 
tackling the problem. 

I The first and the foremost measure 
that can be taken in hand is to conserve 
water whenever it becomes surplus dur¬ 
ing the rainy season. This can be done by 
building small dams, lakes, tanks, etc. and 
the water thus collected can be used for 
j drinking purposes after due processes of 
j cleaning. Such a measure can cater to the 
I needs of ti^ose places, where the rain water 
! flows down the ravines, streams and 
I drains and is thus wasted. 

1 Wastage of water in our homes, at 
i public places, like bus-stands, railway sta¬ 
tions, hotels, restaurants, street comers, 
public parks, etc., should be avoided with 
prudence and public service awareness. 
Often public taps keep leaking and even 
the users of such a precious liquid show 
highly harmful unconcern for their own 
interests. Every effort should be made to 
make people aware of the consequences 
of water becoming a scarce conunodity. 


In an age of high-technology, such taps 
can be manufactured as are extensively 
effective even if there is none to operate 
them, at least in public places. 

A Planning Commission study has 
revealed that the number of no-source 
villages has burgeoned to 65,000, 
primarily because of sources drying up 
and system break-downs. The demands 
on water has been skyrocketing. The wa¬ 
ter policy experts are of the opinion that 
we are fast approaching a point of abso¬ 
lute .scarcity and crisis on this front. In 
order to stem the rot, we must curb the 
siphoning of ground-water because it is 
the source for 85 per cent of rural drink¬ 
ing water and 55 of urban drinking water. 
Dependence increases as surface water 
sources, mainly rivers, are sullied by sew¬ 
age and industrial pollution. 

I 

Privatisation of social services 

Q. Some, people feel that 
privatisation of essential social services 
is the only remedy of our social ills or 
problems. Give two arguments in favour 
and two against the proposal. 

Arguments in favour of the proposal 

1. Having enjoyed a near monopoly 
over dispensation of essential social ser¬ 
vices like provision of drinking water, 
electricity, road transport, sanitation and 
health services etc, for more than five 
I decades now, it is no exaggeration to say 
j that the State has miserably failed to de- 
I liver the goods. After piunping millions 
j of rupees into these humanistic services, 
the results have been anything but 
satisfactory. It is time now for the State 
and its various agencies to wash their 
hands off from handling these essential 
services, and to hand them over into the 
I private hands, for better results and 
! timely completion of projects. 

I 2. The age of nationalisation—rather 
bureaucratisation of all social services— 
is over and there is no point in flogging 
the dead horses. By transferring the man¬ 
agement and dispensation of essential 
social services to the private sector the 
State can use its time, energy and funds 
into some more urgent areas that have 
lagged behind schedule for want of 
funds. Gone are the days when 


ownership of all services by the State was 
a sure remedy of the socid ills. In fact, 
the State handling of essential services 
have only created vested interests, 
delays, inefficiency, corruption, shortages 
and the like. The earlier these services 
are privatised, the better for the polity. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. The advocates of the proposition 
should know that it is not the State that 
has failed in its laudable objectives but 
the persons who were supposed to rise to 
the occasion and discharge their respon¬ 
sibilities befitting a civilised society. To 
throw away the baby along with the dirty 
water, is a myopic approach conceived in 
haste and talked about without caring for 
the harmful consequences that 
privatisation of essential social services 
can entail. Such a thoughtless step can 
render thousands of employees redundant 
and workless. 

2. No doubt, the results of huge in- 
I vestments in such social services like 
I drinking water, power, etc have been tar 
I from satisfactory, but the remedy of 
j short-falls and shortcomings does not lie 
I ■•in handing over these services to the pri- 
I vate sector on a platter. Privatisation is 
j no panacea for the failiire.s that have oc- 
j rurred on these fronts. The cure lies in 
] correcting the aberrations rather than 
1 condemning the entire exercise. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 


Sepumilier: Before and After Inde^ 


Before Independence 
The events which surfaced prominently 
in the pre-independence of India 
history, during the months of 
September, include Sikh Battalion's 
heroic battle at Saragarhi on September 
12,1897, British Government's 
annoimccment of Bengal partition on 
September 1,1905, execution of Kartar 
; Singh Sarabha on September 13,1915, 
j Annie Besant's founding of Home Rule 
i league at Madras on September 21, 
j 1916, Legislative Assembly's passing 
j Child Marriage Bill—prohibiting 
I marriages of boys under 18 and girls 
j under 14—on September 23, 1929, 
j signing ol Poona Pact, providing for 
\ reservation of scats for untouchables in 
I the general elections on September 24, 

' 1932 and formation of Interim 
i Government under Jawahar Lai Nehru 
on September 2, 1946. 

In this section we shall focus on the 
developments in Non-Cooperation 
movement and commencement of 
Government-controlled Indian 
Broadcasting. 

1 

I Non-Cooperation 

: Agonised by Jallianwala Bagh tragedy, 

' Lrdian masses geared-up to lake on the 
. challenge of Britishers. After about a 
year of relentless efforts to communicate 
; creed of 'non-cooperation' G.uidhiji 
moved the resolution on non¬ 
cooperation, at Congress Subjects 
Committee meeting on September 5, 

! 1920. On September 8 the resolution 
; was carried by majority and All-India 
’ Muslim League also passed the 
! resolution. And, eventually on 
; September 9 Gandhiji spoke about the 
. action on non-cooperation resolution at 
I the A.I.C.C. meeting. All tlris happened 
: during the Special Session of Indian 
National Congress held at Calcutta on 
' September 4-9,1920. 


Indian Broadcasting 
The roots of Government-controlled 
broadcasting in hxdia can lx- traced to 
the signing of agreement on September 
13, 1926, by Indian Bir^adcasting 
Company, with the Government, for 
Broadcasting in British India. The 
agreement was signed on stamp 
paper of one rupee. Incidentally, it 
was also in September 1929 that 
'Betar Jagat', programme journal in 
Bengali, published its first number 
from Calcutta and in September 
1939 the centralisation of news 
bulletins in all languages 
commenced at Delhi. 

After Independence 
The long array of events which 
dominated the post independent history 
include Major General Choudhry's 
taking over as the Military Governor of 
Hyderabad on September 18, 1948, 
(.iovernment of India receiving formal 
communication on the abduction of 
Maharaja Hari Singh of Kashmir on 
September 22,1952, introduction of 
first STD route in India, between Delhi 
and Jaipur, on September 8, 1964 and 
crossing of Indian troops into West 
Pakistan in Lahore Sector on 
September 6,1965. 

In this section wc shall focus on some 
epoch-making developments in the field 
of Indian education and from the World 
of SporG. 

Education 

Role of examinations and evaluation 
system in an education system can 
never be undermiived. Constramts by 
multifarious limitations thereof, the 
University Grants Commi.ssion (UGC) 
appointed a committee to make an in- 
depth study on the issue. On 
September 12,1973, a 20-pagc report 
was finally submitted which suggested 


a new 'grading system' to assess answer 
scripts. Towards its implementation, the 
UGC selected 12 uiriversities for the 
examination reforms. Amongst others, it 
also included the Panjab University, 
Chandigarh. Incidentally, it was also in 
September, precisely on September 27, 
1947, that the East Punjab government, 
promulgated an ordinance to set up 
East Punjab University. Another event 
in education field pertains to the 
renaming of College of Engineering 
and Technology Delhi as Indian 
Institute of Technology, by an 
Act of Parliament, on September 13, 
1963. 

World of Sports 

The wide variety of sports event 
which occurred during the months 
of September include Mihir Sen's 
becoming first Indian to cross the 
English channel on September 27, 
1958, Kumari Arati Saha successfully 
swimming English Channel on 
September .30, 19.59, inauguration of 
firs! Commonwealth Youth Festival 
in Delhi on September 2, 1969, Vijay 
Amritraj’s win over Gw'en Davidson, 
7th seeded, to enter the last 8 in the 
Wimbledon, on September 30, 1973, 
Kapil Dev gelling into Indian Squad 
for the Pakistan tour on September 
19, 1978, Prakash Padukone's win 
over Mort.^n I'rosl Hansen to become 
World Open Badminton Tournament 
Champion at Royal Albert Hall on 
September 22, 1979, hi.sloric end of 
India-Australia Madras Test in a tie 
on September 22, 1986, Vijay pal 
Singhania creating a record with 
his marathon microlight solo flight 
from London to Delhi on 
September 9, 1988 and Rajiv 
Gandhi declaring open the Reliance 
Cop Cricket tournament on 
September 30, 1987. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH lANGUAGE 

Assistant Provident Fund Commissioner’s Exam held by UPSC on March 29,1998 


Questions 1-30 had apfwared in August, 
1998 issue. The balance questions alonnwitli 
answers are i^ivcn Mow: 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In the following sentences, at certain 
points you are given a choice of three 
words—one of which Ls most apprcipriate. 
Choose the host word out of the three. Mark 
the letter, viz, 'h' or 'r' relating to this 
word on your Answer Sheet. lixamples 'K' 
and 'L' have been solved for you. 

K. The river has been 

(d) rising (b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 

L. We built the raft 

(fl) Kk) strong (h) very strong 

(f) strong enough 
to hold us. 

Explanation. Out of the list given in 
'K' only "rising" is the correct answer be¬ 
cause a river cannot be raised, it rises on 
its own. So 'a' is the correct answer for 
item 'K'. lor item '1,' , 'c' is the correct 
answer. In order to solve these items you 
have to first read the whole passage and 
tlien decide what the most appropriate 
word is. 

Now attempt items il / to 40. 

, It is one of the tragic inmies of our 
I age that the rocket, which could have been 
! the symbol of humanity's aspirations for 
I the stars, htis become one of the weapons 
i threatening to destroy civili/ation. This 
’ state of affairs has 

f 

f 31. (fl) produced b) caused 

i (c) presented 

j a difficult moral problem to 

32. (fl) those ((>) others (c) men 
wishing to take an active 

33. (fl) part (fr) position 
(c) interest 

in the development of astnrnautirs, 

.34. (fl) when (<>) for (c) where 
almost all research on rockets 
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.15. (a) was (ft) are (c) is 
now carried out by military 
36. (fl) establishments 

I (ft) officers (c) centres 

i and is covered by various 
1 37. (fl) secret (ft) security 

I (c) defence 

1 classifications. The technical problems in- 
I volved 

I 38. (n) in (ft) with (c) for 
' designing long-range guided missiles are 
j 3*^. (fl) hardly (ft) never 

(c) practically 

identical with those involved in the 

40. (fl) launching 
(ft) construction (c) deployment 
of reconnaissance rockets. 

COMPREHENSION 

(Items 41 to 55) 

Directions: 

I In this Section you have four short 
I passages. After each passage you will 
j find several questions based on the pas- 
I sage. First, read Passage I and answer 
' the questions based on it Ihen go on to 
the other passages. 

Examples 7' and 'fare solved for i/mi 
I Passage 

1 In our approach to life, be it prag- 
{ matic or otherwise, a basic fact tliat con- 
I fronts us squarely and unmistakcniy is the 
I desire for peace, security and happino.ss 
^ Different forms of life at different levels 
i of existence make up the teeming denizens 
! of this earth of ours. And, no matter 
: whether they belong to the higher groups 
! such as human beings or to the lower 
: groups such as animals, all beings prima- 
j rily seek peace, comfort and security. I .ife 
j is as dear to a mute creature as it is to a 
! man Even the lowliest insect strives for 
j protection against dangers that thw'aten 
I its life. lust as each one of us wants to live 
i and not to die, so do all other creatures. 

! I. The author's main point is that 
(a) different forms of life arc found 
I on earth 


(ft) different levels of existence are 
possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are die chief 
goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

I. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(fl) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

' (ft) The will to sun’ive of a creature 
is identified with a desire for 
peace 

I (f) All beings arc divided into 
j higher and lower groups 

I (d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain and 
I death 

! Explanation. 

1. The idea which represents the 
' author's main point is 'peace and security 
I arc the chief goals of all living beings', 
j which is response (c). So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 

\ J. The best assumption underlying 

the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (/')• So 'ft' is the 
correct answer. 

: Now attempt items 41 to 55. 

I Passage 1 

! A faint picture of a maiden s life is 
: reflected in the characterisation of Usha, 

I the goddess of dawn, who has been de- 
j scribed iii many places as a maiden. In tlie 
I earliest Mandalas, Usha is described as a 
I pure and simple phenomenon of nature, 
sweeping away the darkness of night. 

41. In this passage, Usha has been 
described as 

I (fl) a spinster (ft) a broom 
; (c) a gloomy maiden 

i (d) the symbol of ushering in of 
light 

42. The expression 'a pure and 
simple phenomenon of nature' implies 
that 'Usha' is 

(fl) a threat made by nature 


I 


! 


I 


i 

I 

i 


I 

! 

! 


( 


i 

I 

I 

t 

! 


; 


HI 




(b) the beauty of nature 

(c) a portent of nature 

(d) nothing but a benign aspect of 
nature 

43. The function of Usha is to 
(ii) meet darkness and light 

(b) preside over day and night 
(f) remove darkness from the face 

of the Earth 

(d) counter light with darkness 
Passage II 

And then Gandhi came. He was like 
; a powerful current of fresh air that made 
' us stretch ourselves and take deep 
! breaths, like a beam of light that pierced 
; the darkness and removed the scales from 
1 our eyes, like a whirlwind that upset 
I many things but most of all the working 
' of per'ple's minds. He did not descend 
. from the top; he seemed to emerge trom 
; Ihe millions of India, speaking their 
I language and incessantly drawing 
, attention to them and their appalling con- 
; dition. Get off the backs ot these peasants 
and workers, ho told us, all you who live 
by their exploitation; get rid ot the system 
lhat produces this poverty and misery. 

44. Ciandhi came like a powerful cur- 
^ rent of fresh air and 

' (a) awakened us to the plight of the 

masses in the grip of the oppres¬ 
sors 

■ (b) made us patriotic 

< (c) emboldened us to attack and 

; destroy the oppressors 

■ (d) praised our culture 

45. Tlie rise ot Gandhi 

(a) shocked people 

j (b) made India powerful 

! (c) imtde the condemnation of the 

j exploiter final 

i (d) made women feel secure 

; 46. Gandhi fought the 

J (a) rich (b) oppressor 

! (c) apathetic masses 

! (d) unjust system 

47. The conspicuous role ot Gandhi is 
that of a 

(a) father (b) reformer 

(c) teacher (d) liberator 

Passage ill 

A great deal of the world’s work is 
neither producing material things nor al¬ 
tering the things that Nature pnxluces, but 
doing services of one sort or another. 
Thoughtless people are apt to think a 
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brickmaker mote of a producer than a clcr 
gyman. When a village carpenter makes a 
gate to keep cattle out of a field of wheat, 
he has something solid in his hand which 
he can claim for his own until the farmer 
pays him for it. But when a village boy 
makes a noise to keep the birds off he has 
nothing to show, though the noise is just as 
necessary as the gate. The postman does 
not make anything.... The policeman does 
not make anything .... The doctor makes 
pills sometimes; hut that is not his real 
business, which is to tell you when you 
ought to take pills, and what pills to take, 
unless indeed he has the good sease to tell 
you not to take them at all, and you have 
the good sense to believe him when he is 
giving you g(XKi advice instead of bad. Tlu' 
lawyer does not make anything sub¬ 
stantial.They are all in service. 

48. Thoughtless people think a 
brickmaker more of a producer than a cler¬ 
gyman because- 

(rt) a clergyman is an idler 

(b) a brickmaker produces some¬ 
thing solid which he can keep 
with him till he gets its price 

(c) a brickmaker, being physically 
stronger than a clergyman, can 
naturally produce more 

{d} he cannot understand the philo¬ 
sophical lectures ot the clergy nuin 

49. According to the author of the 
passage, a large number of perserns 

(it) an- producing material things 

(b) are altering the things that Na- 
tun- produces 

(f) arc doing nothing in particular 

(i/) ofter services 

.50. The writer thinks that 

(a) both the doctor and the patient 
arc sensible when one makes 
pills and the other buys them 

(b) the doctor is sensible and the 
patient is insensible 

(c) the doctor is insensible and the 
patient is sensible 

(d) both the doctor ami the patient 
make sense when one offers and 
the other receives a service 

51. The writer's description of the 
doctor's 'business' 

(a) strengthens the main argunnent 
of the passage because the 
doctor's business is to make pills 

(b) is irrelevant to the main argu¬ 


ment of the passage 

(c) weakens the main argument of 
tlie passage 

(d) illustrates the difference be¬ 
tween producing something 
and offering a service 

Passage IV 

One of the bad effects of bad news is 
over the years the readers lend to be less 
and less shocked. No wonder lhat we have 
taken in our stride the brutal news of a 
mob invading a snake park and lynching 
most of its denizens. The ancient Romans 
believed that snakes died of shock if they 
saw naked men. Now we have proved 
the theory to be true in a special sense. It 
was the most shameful kind of human 
nakedness-minds stripped of all 
humanism—that confronted the 
surprised snakes and caused them a 
paint III death. 

52. ()ver a period of time, the effect 
of bad news on readers is that they become 

(rt) *’ynical about lite 

(b) tnghu-ned of living 

(c) apathetic to h.ippenings around 
them 

yd) aware of the outside world 

53. The author ilcscribes "lynching" 
as 'brutal news' because 

(n) brutal denizens wen- killed 

(b) tlu- mob was not stopped by the 
authorities 

(i) the snakes had become a men¬ 
ace to the publii 

id) the act ol the mob was brutal 

54. What does the writer mean by 'It 
was the most shameful kind of human 
nakedness’? 

(a) Nudity has no place in a 
civilised society 

[b) People arc no dillerent from 
snakes if they go naked 

(i) People are no longer ashamed 
ot their mindless brutality 

(d) Shameless naked men were al¬ 
lowed to kill snakes 

55. What diK-s the enti it- p<issage n-flect? 

(a) The helplessness of snakes 
against a mob of killers 

(b) The author's righteous indigna¬ 
tion at the killing of snakes 

(f) The similarity between ancient 
Romans and the modem men 

(if) The inhuman attitude of the 
authorities towards the outrage 
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RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

(Urns 56 to 60) 

Directions: 

In itpms 56 to 60, there are six sen¬ 
tences marked S,, S,^ P, Q, R, S Tlic posi¬ 
tions of S| and are fixed as the first and 
last sentences of the passage. Yon are le- 
quired to choose one ot the four alterna¬ 
tives given below every passage which 
would be the most logical sequence of the 
sentences in the passage. 

Mark your response on the Answer 
Sheet at the appropriate space. 

Example X has been solved for you. 

Example X 

S,: A poor peasant went off early one 
morning to plough, faking with him for 
his breakfast a piece of bread. 

S^: He lifted the coat, but the bread 
was gone! 

P: After a while, when his horse was 
tired and he was hungry, the peasant 
stopped ploughing. 

Q: He hid it under a bush and sfartixl 
work. 

R: He went to get his coat and his 
breakfast. 

S: He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) S Q P R (b) Q P R S 

(f) P R S Q ill) R S Q P 

r.xplanahiin. The proper setiuence in 


by freedom from government. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) R Q S P (b) Q R P S 
(i.)QRSP ((f)RQPS 

57. S,; In some early attempts by psy¬ 
chologists to describe the basic learning 
process, the terms 'stimulus', 'response' 
and 'reinforcement' were introduced. 

S,_: If the response is incorrect, the 
bond is w'eakened and reinforcement is 
negative. 

P: In an educational setting, these 
terms could be defined as follows. 

Q: When a teacher gives an instruc¬ 
tion, or sets a problem, or asks a question, 
the pupil responds in some way, and the 
teacher then tells the pupil if he has re¬ 
sponded correctly. 

R; The teacher's first action is called 
the stimulus and the pupil's action, car¬ 
rying out the instruction, or answering 
the question, or solving the problem, is 
known as the ri-sponse. 

5; When the teacher tells the pupil if 
his ri'sponse is correct, the bond between 
the stimulus and the response is strength¬ 
ened and reinforcement is positive. 

The proper sequence should be 
((7) P R Q S (li) P Q R S 

(c) P Q S R ((f) P R S g 

58. S,: This world is today a mad¬ 
house where individuals exaggerate 
their racial superiority, religious pride 


functional and productive and related to 
the needs and aspirations of the 
community. 

P: Therefore, non-formal approach 
will have to be made. 

Q; This is possible only through part- 
time courses at such convenient hours that 
the children are free from their domestic 
work. 

R; For this purpose the rigid system 
of the formal school cannot be used. 

S: There is need to provide them fa¬ 
cilities so that they may complete their 
education upto primary and junior high 
schtxil level. 

The proper sequence should be 
((7) Q S R P (h) S R P Q 

(f) S Q R P (f/) S Q P R 

60. S,; The principle which distin-’ 
guishes democracy from all other forms 
of government is that in a democracy the 
opposition not only is tolerated as consti- 
tutional but must be maintained because 
it is in fact indispensable. 

S,; That means that its measures must 
take account of the minority's objections, 
and that in administering measures it must 
remember that the minority may become 
the majority. 

P: I'or, in making the great experiment 
ot governing the people by consent rather 
than coercion, it is not sufficient that the 
party in power should have a majority. 


this example is; S Q P R which is marked ; 
(a). Therefore is the correct answer. ' 
Now atfcnipl (/ems 56 lo 60. 

56. S,: The ultimate goal of Sarvodaya 
is freedom from government. 

S^: Asociety frex* from govemmentdcK’s | 
not mean a society without order, but if I 
I means an orderly society, one in which ad- . 

I ministrativ authority rests in the villages. 

! P: That kind of absence ol govern- 
i ment is not our ideal. i 

Q: Absence of government can be ■, 
seen in a number of societies whose* affairs i 
arc all at sixes and sevens, where no order i 
is maintained, and where anti-social ele- ■ 
ments do as they please. ; 

K : Notice tliat 1 use the words 'free- j 
Jom from government' and not 'absence ; 
of government'. 

S . Absence of government must be ; 
replaced by good government, and after- j 
wards good government must be replaced i 


or national igotism. 

S' After all, W" have the same in- 
(> 

stincls, lei'lings, aspirations and faiths as 
real brothers and sisters have. 

P: The answer to this madness is the 
growth of df'ceiicy and compassion. 

Q. They have become the victims of 
moral and spiritual blindness. 

R: We have to view the world as one 
whole, a single community, a fellowship 
of human beings across the globe. 

S: Violence, which is a cowardly es¬ 
cape fn3.;i the rule of reason, is rampant all 
around. 

'1 he proper sequence should be 
(e) Q S R P (f>) S Q R P 
{f)S0.PR (i/)QSPR 

.59. S.i In India there arc millions of 
drop-out cluldren in the age group of six 
to fourteen vears. 

Non-formal education 
programme will have to be made 


, Q: The democratic system cannot be 
I operated without efic'clive opposition. 

R: It is just as noce.s.snry that the party 
, in power should never outrage the minor- 

, iiy- 

I S: That means that it must listen to 
! the minority and be moved by the 
, criticisms *)f the minority 

The proper sequence shoula be 
i ((7)SPR(:| (/;)QP5R 

! (c)SPQR (d)QPRS 

ANSWERS 


31. (a) 

.32. (a) 

.33. (a) 

34. (c) 

35. (c) 

36, (a) 

37. (r) 

38. (17) 

39. (a) 

40. (c) 

41. (d) 

42. (d) 

43. (c) 

44. (a) 

45. (c) 

46. (h) 

47. (d) 

48. (b) 

49. (d) 

50. (d) 

51. (if) 

52. (cl 

53. (d) 

54, (c) 

55. (c) 

56. (b) 

57. (a) 

58. (d) 

59. (c) 

60. (d) 




16« SEPTEMBER '98 COMPETITIOIV MASTER 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


QuanUiative Apmiiile 

National Dafanca Aeadamy Exam Saptambar, 1995 

Questions 1-40 had appeared in August, 1998 issue. Questions 41 
to 90, alongwith answers, an given below. Balance will be given in 
October '98 issue. 

41. Match List I with List n and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 

List 1 List II 

(Set of lines) (Intersection points 

of the set of lines) 


A. Median lines 

B. Altitude lines 

C. Bisectors of angles 

D. Perpendicular 
bisectors of the sides 


Codes 


A 

(a) 3 

(b) 4 

(c) l 

(d) 2 


B 

4 

3 

2 

1 


C 

1 

2 

3 

4 


1. circumcentre 

2. incentre 

3. orthocentre 

4. centroid 


D 

2 

1 

4 

3 


(«)f 


(Of 


ld)f 


42. The medians AL, BM and CN of ^ ABC intersect at P. If 
AL = 5, then the length of AP is: 

(fc)f 

43. If in a parallelogram PQRS, the bisectors of ^ P and S 
meet at the point A, then PA is: 

P O 




(a) perpendicular to PQ (b) perpendicular to SA 

(c) equal to SA (d) equal to PS 

44. The area of a rhombus is equal to: 

(p) product of its diagonals 

(b) half of the product of its diagonals 

(c) twice die product of its diagonals 

(d) none of the above 

45. If a square and a rhombus stand on the same base, dien 
the ratio of the areas of the square and die rhombus is equal to: 

(11)2 (b)l (c)^ (d)^ 

46. If ABCD is a parallelogram and E, F the centroids of 
triangles ABD and BCD respectively, then EF equals: 



(fl)AE (b)BE (c)CE ((i)DE 

47. The line segments AB and BC are perpendicular to each 
other. If AB = 4 cm and BC = 3 cm, then radius of the circle passing 
through A, B, C will be: 

(a) 3.5 cm (b) 2.0 cm (c) 2.5 cm (d) 4.5 cm 

48. The diagonal of a cyclic square is a: 

(a) diameter (b) radius (c) tangent 

(d) chord not necessarily tke diameter of the circle 

49. IWo circles of equal radii r, are at a distance d apart such 
that 2t < d. Pairs of tangente are drawn to the circles from different 
points on the plane of the circles. If all the tangents are equal, then 
all such points will lie on: 

(a) a circle 

(b) a straight line equidistant from the circles 

(c) a straight line bisecting the distance d 

(d) none of the above 

50. The locus of the centres of the circles passing through two 
fixed points A and B is: 

(fl) the circle whose diameter is AB 

(b) the circle with a diameter perpendicular to AB 

(c) the perpendicular bisector of the line AB 

(d) none of the above 

51. If each aide of an equilateral triangle be increased by 2 cm, 
its area is increased by 2^3 sq. cm. The length of each side of the 
original triangle is: 

(a) 1 cm (b) Va cm (c) 3 cm (<0 Vs + 2 cm 

52. A circular area having a radius 20 cm is divided into two 
equal parts by a concentric circle of radius 'r'. The value of 'r' will 
be: 

(a) 5 cm (b) 10 cm (c) 5^ cm (d) 10^2 cm 

53. If the length of each side of an equilateral triangle is equal 
to the radius of a circle of area 154 sq cm, then the area of the 
equilateral triangle is: 

(fl) sq cm (b) sq cm 

(c) 35 sq cm (d) 49 sq cm 

54. A plot of ground is in the form of an isosceles triangle. The 


N 
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cost of the triangular land is Rs 50,000 at the rate of Rs 125 per 
square metre. If the length of the base is 40 m then the length of 
equal sides is: 

(fl) 20^3 m (b) 22 /j’m (c) 22 ni (d) 20 ^2 m 

55. A square and an equilateral triangle have the same 
perimeter. If the diagonal of the square is 12^2 cm, then tire area 
of the triangle is: 

(fl) 64^3 cm- (b) 32^3 cm^ 

(c) 24^3 cm ’ (d) 24 V 2 cm^ 

56. A horse is tied to a vertex of a field having the shape of 
an equilateral triangle with a rope, the length of which is half of 
the length of a side of the triangle. The percentage of the total area 
of the field over which the horse can graze is approximately: 

(fl) 20 to 22% (b) 25 to 27% 

(c) 30 to 32% (ct) 48 to 50% 

57. In a right-angled triangle, the lengths of the sides contain¬ 
ing the right angle are a and b. With the mid-point of each side as 
centre, three semi-circular areas are drawn outside the triangle. 
The total area enclosed is: 

(fl) ■J(a- + b^) + J (a + b)’ 

(b) (a’ + b-) + -^ab 

(c) ^(a^ + b^)+ J (a + b)^ 

(d) -J (a4b’)+-^ab 

.58. P and Q arc the mid points of the sides AB and AC respec¬ 
tively of a triangle ABC. A 



(a) 2.0 m’ (b) 2.15 m’ (c) 2.16 m’ (d)2.2m’ 

62. A wall 4 meter long, 3 meter high and 13 cm thick is made 
up of bricks each measuring 20 cm x 12 cm x6.5 cm. The number 
of bricks required is: 

(fl) 500 (b) 1000 (c) 1500 (d) 2000 

63. The section of a right circular cone by a plane through its 
vertex perpendicular to the base is an equilateral triangle of side 
12 cm. The volume of the cone is: 

(fl) 72^3 n cm’ (b) 71J 3 n cm’ 

(c) 70^2 n cm’ (d) 69 cm’ 

64. Consider two cones, the curved surface area of one being 
twice that of the other and the slant height of the latter being 
twice that of the former. The ratio of the radius of the latter cone 
to that of the former is: 

(fl)l:4 (b)l:2 (c) 2:1 (d)4:l 

65. A right pyramid stands on a rectangular base whose sides 
are 24 cm and 18 cm and each of the slant edges is 17 cm. The 
height of the pyramid is: 

(fl) 8 ems (b) 10 ems (c) 12 ems (d) 15 ems 

66. A pyramid is formed by cutting off a corner of a cube 
whose edge is two meters by a plane which bisects its three co¬ 
terminus edges. The volume of the pyramid is: 

(a)lm' ( 8 ) 2 "'’ (c)'^m' (d) 

67. Consider a hollow cylinder of inner radius r and thick¬ 
ness of wall t and length 1. The volume of the above cylinder is 
given by: 

{a)2nl{f-^P) (b) 2 nr/t(^+l) 

(c) 2nl (r’ + P) (d) 2nTl (r + t) 

68 . A sphere has the same curved surface as a cylinder of 
height 4 cm and diameter of base 8 cm. The radius of the sphere 
is: 

(fl) 2 cm (b) 3 cm (c) 4 cm (d) 6 cm 

69. A sphere of radius 'r' is inscribed in the cylinder such that 
the curved surface of the sphere touches the cylinder aii shown in 
the given figure. 


B C 

The ratio of the area ol the trapezium PtjCB to the area of the 
triangle APQ is: 

(fl)l (b)2 (c)3 (d)4 

59. If tile numerical value of the surface area .if a cube is 
equal to the numerical value of the volume of the cube, then the 
numerical value of area of each face of the cube is: 

(fl)l (b)6 (c)12 (d)36 

60. Acuboid has a vlumeof 64000 cm-'. If the ratio of its sides 
are 1 : 2 : 4, then the largest side is: 

(fl) 40 cm (b) 60 cm (c) 64 cm (d) 80 cm 

61. If three cubes of metal whose edges are 30 cm, 40 cm and 
50 cm respectivelv a.rc melted .md formed into a single cube, the 
total surface .uea ui me MUgle neve cube is: 
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The area of curved surface of cylinder is: 

(fl)|iir’ (b)4jtr’ (c)nr’ (d)2 7 tr’ 

70. Two circular cylinders of equal volume have their heights 
in the ratio 1:3. The ratio of their radii is: 


(fl) 4: Vi 


(b) 3 :2 Vi 





OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 




(c)2:V3 {d)3:S 

71. The value of 

sin’ 60“ cos’ 225° + tan’ 210° is: 


(«0^ 


72. The principal values of e satisfying the equation 
2 sin’ 0 - 3 sin 0 + 1 = 0 are; 

/^\ Sl JL /l\ JL JL i.A JL M. /j\ JL JL 
(«) 2' 6- 3' 4 4' 2 4- o 

73. The value of 

3 sin’ 60” + 2 sec 60“ tan’ 30° + -^sin’ 4.5“ tan’60° 


31 ... 2L M ^ ^ 

^ 12 ^ 12 ^ 12 ^ 12 

74. llie value of 4 cot’ ^ + sec’ - sin’ ^ is: 

(«)',' (10 f (C)f (rf)f 

75. The value of tan’ 30" + tan’ 45" + tan’ 60“ is: 

(a) 4 -^ (6)3^- (c) 2 -^ (J) 1 ^ 

76. lor which angle between 0“ and 90° (both inclusive) is 
sin X = tan x? 

(rt)90‘' (6)60° (c).30" (£.’)0“ 

77. li tan’ 45“ - cos’ 60“ = x sin 45“ cos 45” tan 60°, then the 
value of X is: 

(«)-/3 (10 i (c)^- (d)^ 

78. If cos 0 = ^/ then the value ot tan 0 is: 


79. If the angle a lies in the first quadrant and 
tan a + cot rx - 2 , then the value of VtaiTa + ■Jd'tt a is' 

(a) -4 (10-2 (c)2 (d)4 

80. If tan A - tan B = x and cot B - cot A = y, then the value 
of cot (A - B) is: 


(a) X - y ( 6 ) X + y (c) 


1.1 ,..U1 


of the triangle is: 

(a) 12 cm* (b) 6^2 cm* 

(^) ^cm’ ((f)6cm’ 

84. The value of tan 225° + cot 135° Ls: 

(fl )-2 (f.)-l (c )0 (d)l 

85. The value of cos’ 0“ + cos’ 30° + cos’ 45° + cos’ 60°+cos’ 90° 


86 . A man looks from the top of a vertical tower 30 metres 
high at a marked point upon the horizontal plane on which the 
tower stands. The angle of depression of this point is 30°. The 
distance of the marked point from the foot of the lower is: 




(») n» 


(c) 30 m (<f) 30^3 m 

87. A man observes the elevation of a tower to be 30°. After 
advancing 11 m towards it, he finds that the elevation is 45°. The 
height of the tower to the nearest metre is; 

(fl) 10 (b) 15 (c) 20 (d) 22 

88 . A rope of length 5 meter is tightly tied with one end at the 
top of a vertical pole and other end to the horizontal ground. If 
the rope makes an angle 30° to the horizontal, then the height of 
the pole is; 

(a) -I m (b)-^ m (c) 5 /£ m (d) 5 m 

69. AB is a straight toad leading to C, the foot of a tower. A 
is at a distance 200 meter from C and B at 75 meter from C. If the 
angle of elevation of the tower at B be double the angle of eleva¬ 
tion at A, then the height of the tower is: 

(a) 125 m (b) 120 m (c) 115 m (d) 100 m 

90. Class intervals in a irequency distribution are (3 - 6 ), 
7 - 10), (11 - 14), (15 -18) etc. The actual upper limit of the class 
interval (7 - 10) is: 

(a) 10 + ^ (11 - 10 ) (l)) 10 - -^ (li - 10 ) 

(c) 10 + ^ (11 + 10 ) (d) 10 - ^ (11 + 10 ) 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


81. Which one of the following is not correct? 


(.sinA +sinB)_ 2 

(sinA-sinB) “ tan^"^ 

(b) sin’ A - sin’ B = sin (A + B) sin (A - B) 

(c) cos A - cos B = 2 cos cos ® 2 ^ 

(d) cos’ A - cos’ B = sin (A + B) sin (A - B) 

82. The expression cos^ 0 - sin^ 0 + 2 sin’ 0 has the value: 

(a) 0 (b) sin’ 0 (c) cos’ 0 (d) 1 

83. In A ARC, a = 4 cm, b = 6 cm and ^ C = 30°, then the area 


42. (d)AP:PL = 2:l AP: AL = 2:3 =» AP = 

Al.fxS.f 

43. (b) V PQ 'I SR ZQPS+ZPSR = 180° 

or ^ ZQPS + ZPSR = 90° 

or ZAPS + ZPSA =90° .•.ZPAS=90° .-.pA XSA 

44. (b) 45. (c) 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


46. (a) Diagonals of a II gm bisect each other 

.-.AO = OC,OE- ^ AO, OF= ^ OC 

Now EF - OE + OF ^ AO + ^ OC 

= 1 ao+^ao-|ao 
2 

EF s AE (•.■ A£ «AO, centroid divides each median 
in the ratio 2 : 1 ) 

47. (c) AC = ^32 + 42 =5 In a rt ^ ABC, hyp = 5 cm 

The centre of the circle passing through A, B, C is the mid- 
pt of hyp Radius = * 2.5 cm 

48. (a) Angle in a semicircle = 90® [ ^ } 

49. (c) 50. (c) ^ 

51. (fl) ^ (a + 2)* - ^ a» = 2 V 3 => a = 1 cm 

52. (d) jir^ = n (20)* r = 10V 2 cm 

53. (b) itH = 154 =* r = 7 side of an equilateral A = 7 cm 

... arof A = ^ (7)* = sqcm 

54. (d) Area of a= 

^BCxAD = 400 

AD=^^“Jf^= 20 m / \ 

BD=-^x40 = 20 D C 

= ^ 20 ^ + 20 * = 2 OV 2 m 

55. (a) Let the side of a square be a and that of an equilateral 

A® * .. 4a = 3x 

Diagoital of a square » .^a s 12^2 a > 12 
3x * 4 X 12 .’. X ■ 16 ar of A ■ ^ x 16* ■ 64^3 cm* 

56. (c) Area of field « ^ x* 

4 A 

Area grazed by the horse 


Reqd. %age = - 7 ^ x 100 - 30.2% 
V3,,2 


AC= 

Reqd. area 

X-^jiAi + ln Jzi \ 

2 4 2 4 f b I 

ab 

= -J(a*+b*)+^ab 

58. (c) In A ABC, P and Q are mid-pts 

of AB and AC respectively A 

.-.PQ II BC A 

ZA= ZA P A \ Q 

Z 1 = Z 2 (corresp zs) A \ 

.-.AAPQ-AABC b c 

ar (AAPQ) AP* ^ _arAAJPQ_ . 

ar A ABC “ AB* ar A APQ f ar trap PQCB 

/APw _ -1- 

'AB* '2* 4 

x+y 4 X 1 

[ar A APQ = x, ar trap PQCB = y] 

59. (d) 61*= P 1 = 6, area of each face of a cube = 1* = 6* = 36 

60. (d) Let the sides be x, 2x, 4x 8x* = 64000 x = 20 

Largest side = 4x = 4 x 20 = 80 cm 

61. (c) P = 30’ + 40-’ + 50’ => 1 = 60 S = 61* = 6 x60* 

S = 21600 cm* = 2.16 m* 

62. (b) No. of bricks = = 1000 


57.(d)AB = b,AC = b 


V., .w. - 20 X 12 X 6.5 " * 

63. (a) radius of the section of right circular 

plane = 6 cm 

OA = >/l2*-6* = 6 V 3 1 

V=|nx6*x6V3 ^ 

* 72 VT Jt cm* ® 

64. (d) c, * 2c,, /, a 21,, jtr, I, = 2)ir,l, 

J1=2(2=2:^ = 1 ,.r : r, = 4 ; 1 
rz li_1^ 1 ’ ' 

65. (a) BD ■ ^24* +18* “ V900 = 30 

OD= -jBDalS 

QD = 17, ^1 = 900 
OQ* a 17*- 15* a 64 
...OQ = 8 - 


a 1000 
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67. (&) \fol of the cylinder = w (r + t)^ xl - 

= KJ(r* + t* + 2tr-/») 

= it/(t» + 2t') = 27c/tr{^+l) 

68. (c) 4jti^ = 2itR (R+h) = 27 c x4 (4 + 4) = 647t 

...t“ = 16 =*r = 4 

69. {b) Height of cylinder * Diameter of a sphere, h = 2r 

C.S.A. of a cylinder = 2iirh = 2jtr.2r = 47ir^ 

3 

70. {d) Ttr,^ h = jtrj^Sh ^ or r,: rj = Ja : 1 or 3: 

71. (c)(J^)' + (-;^)’ + (;^)’=i}| 


(cos 225 = cos (180 + 45) = - cos 45 = - 

tan 210“ = tan (180“ + 30“) = tan 30 = -^ 
72. («) 2 sin^ 0-3 sin 0 + 1 = 0 

2 sin’ 0 - 2 sin 0 -sin 0 + 1 = 0 
=» 2 sin 0 (sin 0 - 1 ) -- (sin e - 1 ) = 0 

(2 sin 0 - 1) (sin 0 -l) = O=> sin 0 = ^or 1 


.-.e^Jorf 

7.3. (a) \ x2 f x(;^)'x ^ 

74. (b)4(;^)^(;^)^-(;^)^=f 

75 . (fl) (;^)' + i-+(V3)2=4^ 


76. (d) sill X = sinx cos x = sin x or sin x (cos x -1) = 0 

cos X 

sin X = 0 or cos X = 1 = cos 0 
sin X = sin 0 x = 0 

X = 0 


77. (c) 1’ - = x.^x ^ xVa orx=^ 

78. (d)Mp= 

= vrr 



79 . (c) tan a + cot a = 2 0 5 

Lei Vtaiia + -J^a ® x 
Squaring, tan a + cot a + 2 Vtanocoto s x* 




or2 + 2 ax’orx’ = 4.-.x = 2 


80.(i0cotB-cotA = y tanB-tanA^y 


-X- 

tan A tan B ^ 


3E^ 


tanA-tanB ^ 
tan A tan B 
cot A cot B = 


y 


cot(A-B)» 


catBcotA 1 1_ 
cotB - cot A 



1^-L 

xy X y 


81. (c), ((f) (c) and ((Q both are not correct 

cosA-cosB = -2sin ^ 2 ® .sin 
cos’ A - cos’B = - sin (A + B). sin (A - B) 

82. (d) cos’ e - sin’ e + 2 sin’ 0 

= (cos’ e + sin’ e) (cos ’0 - sin’ 0 ) + 2 sin’ 0 


= 1 (cos’ 0 - sin’ 0 ) + 2 sin’ 0 
= cos’ 0 + sin’ 0 = 1 


83. ((f)ar ^ABC = ^ absinc = '2 x4 x6. sin 30 = 12 x "^=6an’ 

84. (c) tan 225“ + cot 135“ = tan (180 + 45) +cot (180 - 45) 

= tan 45 - cot 45 = 1 - 1 = 0 

85. (c)l’ + (j|^)’ + (;^)’+(^)’ + 0=f 

86. (d) ^ »cot30“= J3 

X = 30^3 m 

87. (f()^ = tan45 = l h = x 



30 


i tan 30“! 


i3 


11 + X 
VT b = 11 + X = 11 + h 


Vsh - h = 11 =* ( 
_ -IX /I fy^r 


1) h = 11 


^■1 
3 + 1 

^ (1.732 + 1) 
or h = 15.026 = 15 (approx.) 



-11 



89. (d) AC = 200 m, BC = 75 m 

AB = 200 - 75 = 125 
ZADB+ ^BAD= ZBDC 
-dADB + 6*26 
<(^ADB » 26 . e * 6 
^ADB-^BAD ABC 

"BP .-.BP • 125_ 

DC» /bD^-BC* = Vi 25*-752 =100m 

90. (a) 
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We are grateful to Sarvshri T.S. Salij of Nagpur, Rajiv Ranjan of 
Ranchi, and Rajiv Verma of Delhi for sending this question paper to us. 

1. Match List-I with List'll and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 


List-I List-// 

(Characteristics) (Regions) 

A. Ruhr of India 1. Mahadeo-Maikal region 

B. Mineral museum 2. Chhattisgadr plain 

C. Rice bowl 3. Chhotanagpur plateau 

D. Radial drairuige pattern 4. AravaUi ranges 
Codes: 


2. Four important rulers 

1. AdUShah 

2. Allauddin Bahman Shah 

3. Krishna Deva Raya 

4. Chand Bibi 

ruled over provincial kingdoms at one time or the other. The chro¬ 
nological order in which they appeared is: 

(fl)4,3,2,l (b) 1,3, 2,4 

(c) 2,4,1,3 (d) 2,3,4,1 

3. Which of the following pairs of Articles of the Constitu¬ 
tion of India and the relevant provisions/subjects dealt with by 
them are correctly matched? 


1. Article 352 

2. Article 356 


Proclamation of emergency 
Failure of constitutional 
machinery in the States 
Financial emergency 
Administrative Tribunals 


6. Which of the following pairs of deserts and their loca¬ 
tions are correctly matched? 

1. Mohave N. America 

2. Atacama . S. America 

3. Kalahari . S. Africa 

Select the correct answer using tlie codes given below; 

Codes: 

(a) 2 and 3 ' (b) I and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

7. Four persons. A, B, C and D had fruits from an open-ai r 
fruit stall. 'A' took grapes and pineapple; 'B' ate grapes and or¬ 
anges; 'C' took orange, pineapple and apple; 'D' ale grapes, apple 
and pineapple. After taking fruits, B and C were taken ill. The 
most likely cause of illness of B and C is the consumption of: 

(fl) apple (b) pineapple 

(c) grapes (d) orange 

8. Match List-1 with LLst-II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 


List-I 

A. Gonds 

B. Lalungs 

C. Andamanese’ 

D. Oraons 
Codes: 


Lisl-ll 

1. Dravidian 
2 Proto-Australoid 

3. Mongoloid 

4. Negroid 


3. Article 360 .... Financial emergency 

4. Article 323A .... Administrative Tribunals 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 3 

4. The Vice-President of India is elected by: 

(a) the members of the Rajya Sabha 

(b) the members of both Houses of Parliament 

(c) the members of both houses of State legislature 
and Rajya Sabha 

(d) an electoral college consisting of elected members 
of the Parliament and State legislatures 

5. The Finance Minister during the Mughal rule was: 

(a) Emperor (b) Sadr 

(c) Diwan-i-Ala (d) Mir-i-Bakshi 


9. Mahatma Gandhi gave up hir 'Fast unto deatli' he had 
imdertaken to protest against the Communal Award because. 

(a) The British Government withdrew (he offer ot Com¬ 
munal Award 

(b) the depressed classes refused to accept the concessions 
awarded to them by the government 

(f) the Congress agreed to fight against the award, till it 
was withdrawn by the government 

(d) The Poona Pact was ratified by the Hindu Mahasabha 
and accepted by the government 

10. The correct chronological order iii terms of geological 
sequence in which the given parts of India were form^ is: 

(a) Himalayas, Peninsular India, Indo-Gangetic plain, 
Thar desert 

(b) Peninsular India, Himalayas, Indo-Gangetic plain, 
Thar desert 

(c) Peninsular India, Himalayas,. Thar desert, Indo- 
Gangetic plain 
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(d) Himalayas, Indo-Gangetic plain, Thar desert. Penin¬ 
sular India 

11. Consider the following statements about B.R. Ambedkar: 

1. Though an impoverished village boy, he was able to 
study abroad through a scholarship from the then 
Maharaja of Baroda 

2. He was the founder of the Republican Party of India 

3. He passed av/ay in late 1956 

4. Before joining national politics, he served as the fi¬ 
nancial advisor of one of the then princely States 

Of these statements 

(fl) 3 and 4 are correct (b) 1, 2 and 3 ate correct 

(c) 1,2 and 4 are correct {d) 1, 2,3 and 4 are correct 

12. Consider the following statements: 

Islam became popular in India due to; 

1. its ideals of common brotherhood. 

2. the missionary zeal. 

3. its simplicity. 

Of these statements 

(fl) 1 and 2 are correct (b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 alone is correct (d) 1,2 and 3 are correct 

13. The correct sequence of the given planets in increasing, 
order of their distance from the Sun is: 

(a) Mercury, Mmus, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter 
(h) Vfenus, Mercury, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter 
(c) Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 
((f) ^fenus, Mercury, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn 

14. Two one-rupee coins are placed flat on a table. One coin 
'A' is rotated around the periphery of the other coin 'B' without 
slipping, till the original point of contact between the coins re¬ 
turns to its initial position. The number of rotations made by coin 
'A' in a fixed direction is: 

(a) 2 (b) 4 (c) 3 (d) 1 

15. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 

List-I List-II 

(Mining areas) (Minerals) 

A. Dhalli-Fajhara 1. Iron ore 

B. Mandla 2. Bauxite 

C. Kolhapur 3. Manganese 

D. Jhunjhunu 4. Copper 

Codes: 

A B CD 

(а) 4 2 3 1 

(б) 1 2 3 4 

(c) -4 3 2 1 

((/) 1 3 2 4 

16. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 

1. Surya Sen .... Chittagong armoury raid 

2. Rabindranath .... Raksha-Bandhan festival 

Tagore 

3. Sir Syed Aiunad .... Aligarh movement 

Khan 

4. Lord Lytton .... Ilbert Bill 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 


Codes: 

(a) 2,3 and 4 (fi)l,2and4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 3 

17. Which of the following statements about the Jurassic 
period arc correct? 

1. Many large dinosaurs lived then 

2. Evidence of first birds and mammals has been found 
in fossils of this period 

3. It saw the emergence of many forms of primates 

4. This period related to what the Earth was 200 to 250 
million years ago 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below; 

Codes: 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 3 

18. Five persons, a professor (A), an IAS officer (B), an engi¬ 

neer (C), a politician (D) and a doctor (E) live in five flats. The flats 
are buUt in such a manner that one is on top of another, as one 
would see in a five-storey building. 'A' has to go up to meet his 
friend 'B'. 'E' is friendly with everyone and has to go up as fre¬ 
quently as to go down. 'C' has to go up to meet his friend ‘O' 
above whose flat lives 'A 's' friend. From the ground floor up¬ 
wards, the correct sequence of the location of the flats of these 
persons is: « 

(a) C, A, B, E, D (b) A, C, E, B, D 

(c) B, C, A, E, D (d) A, C, E, D, B 

19. Which of the following provisions under different Ar¬ 
ticles exist in the Constitution of India? 

1. Prohibition of forced labour 

2. Prohibition of employment of children under 14 years 
of age in any capacity in any industry or trade 

3. Right to just and humane conditions of work and 
maternity relief 

4. Workers' participation in management 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below; 

Codes: 

(o) 1, 2, 3 and 4 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) 1, 3 and 4 

20. In the colonial period of India, which one of the follow ■ 
ing was a consequence of the other three? 

(u) Reform movements of the 19th century 

(b) Rise of the middle classes 

(c) Spread of education (d) Missionary activity 

21. The main advantage of crop rotation is: 

(a) Less need for irrigation (b) Eradication of weeds 

(c) Preservation of soil fertility 

(d) Facility of growmg more than one crop in the same 
piece of land 


ANSWERS 


1. id) 

2. (d) 

3. id) 

4. (b) 

5. (d) 

6. (d) 

7. Id) 

8. (d) 

9. (c) 

10. (d) 

11. (d) 

12. (c) 

13. (c) 

14. (11) 

15. (d) 

16. (c) 

17. (b) 

18. (d) 

19. (c) 

20. (c) 

21. (d) 
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1. abdrase: (a) simple 
{() dull (c) profound (d) rough. 

2. biowbeal: (a) convince 
(h) assure (e) bully (d) drown. 

3. cyiwsurcf: (a) centner of 
attraction (b) bone of contention 
(e) Scene of accident (d) dignity 
of labour. 

4. dementia: herbism 
{b) madness (c) cowardice (d)ai^ 
bitration, 

5. exacerbate: (a) improve 
(h) approve (c) deny 
(d) worsen. 

6. fishy: (a) doubtful 
(h) useful (c) careful (d) 
harmful. 

7. grotty: (a) unreal (b) un¬ 
known unpleasant {d) un¬ 
easy. 

8. huddle: (a) harass (h) 
crowd (c) scatter (d) console. 

9. incursion: (a) profession 

(b) passion (e) possession 
(d) encroachment. 

10. jaek*boot: (a) tyraimy 

(b) kindness (c) charity (d) re- 

ANSWERS 

1. abstruse: (c) profound, 
subtle, obscure. 

—Some ideas or concepts 
are too abstruse to be understood 
readily by the reading public. 

2. browbeat: (c) bully, 
frighten, intimidate. 

—Neither sanctions nor 
political pressures can browbeat 
India into signing an unfair 
treaty like the CTBT. 

3. cynosure: (a) centre of 


Improve Your Word Power 


jection. 

U-keen: (a)oondcde(b)lBment 

(c) collect 

12. loony: (a) sensible 

(b) thoughtful (c) sublime 

(d) crazy. 

13. mendacious: (a) un- 
repoitant (b) unhealtl^ (c) un¬ 
truthful (d) ungrateful. 

14. naHjnr (a) neat (b) soft 

(c) hard (d^ igmrant. 

15. obfet^ detain (b) in- 
tetfere (c) ignore (d) contain. 

16. polepslc; (a) imagi¬ 
nation (b) flight jc) debate 

(d) determination. 

. 17. reckon: (a) deceive (b) 
create (c) destroy fd) con¬ 
sider. 

l&stinl (v): (a) expand (b) 
restrict (c> conspire (d) rule. 

19. trucdlenf: (a) silent (b) 
defiant (c) obedient 
(d) helpful. 

20. unl^miag; (a) impure 
(b) imperfect (c) improper (d) im¬ 
mature. 


attraction. 

—The historical build¬ 
ing was all dressed up to 
become the cynosure of all 
eyes again. 

4. dementia: (b) madness. 

—The fanatic shows a 

worst kind of dementia when he 
thinks his ideas have religious 
sanctions. 

5. cxaceriiate: (d) worsen, 
aggravate. 

—Her mother's inter¬ 
ference exacerbated the 


difficulties in their marriage. 

6. fishy: (a) doubtful, 
suspicious 

—The management sus¬ 
pected something/isfty going 
on in the closed-door 
meeting called by Union 
leaders. 

7. grotty: (c) unpleasant, 
unwell. 

—It was shocking to find a 
grotty little man living in a grotty 
little room in a grotty part of 
town. 

8. huddle: (b) crowd, 
gather. 

—One often finds cricket 
fans huddling around S radio or 
television set whenever one-day 
series are held. 

9. incursion: (d) en¬ 
croachment, inroad, invasion. 

—The attack was sudden 
and the enemy was able to 
make deep incursions into our 
territory. 

10. jack-boot: (a) tyranny. 

—Under the jack-boot of a 

dictatorial regime, all human 
rights are violated with 
impunity. 

11. keen (v): (b) lament. 

—The poor widow keeps 

keening over her murdered son 
all the time. 

12. loony: (d) crazy, 
eccentric. 

—In a democratic set-up, 
the State ought to put down its 
loony characters or direct them 
in a more constructive 
direction. 

13. mendacloui; (c) 


untruthful, lying. 

—No tragedy makes a 
sensitive human being vain¬ 
glorious, insolent and 
mendacious. 

14. natty: {a) neat, clever. 

—flc was able to find a 

natty solution of the problem 
after long deliberations and 
discussions with his 

colleagues. 

15. obtrude: (b) interfere, 
thrust, force. 

—He persisted in obtruding 
himself despite our efforts to get 
rid of him. 

16. polemic: (c) debate, 
contention, discussion. 

—He launched a fierce 
polemic against the government's 
economic policies. 

17. reckon: (d) consider, 
believe. 

—In the world of 
journalism, the press barons 
reckon her among the best 
reporters. 

18. stint (v); (b) restrict, 
limit. 

—She stinted herself of food 
in order to let the children have 
enough. 

19. truculent: (b) defiant, 
aggressive. 

—He became very truculent 
and started arguing with me 
angrily. 

20. unbecoming: (c) 
improper 

—The conduct of the officer 
in the meeting was not only 
unbecoming but also 
unreasonable. 
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TestofReasonlniM 


Qs. l-S. Find out the missing number in the following 
series of numbers: 

1. 16; 18; 22; 30;... 

(fl) 36 (b) 40 (c) 46 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

2. 37; 36; 32; 23;... 

(fl) 16 (b) 13 (c) 7 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

3. ...; 20; 19; 21; 21; 22; 23 

(fl) 17 (b) 18 (c) 22 (d) 16 

(e) None of these 

4. 7; 10;...; 28; 52; 100 

(fl) 14 (b) 16 (c) 20 (d) 22 

(e) None of these 

5. ...; 10; 31; 94; 283 

(fl) 2 (b) 1 (c) 5 id) 3 

(e) None of these 

6. 13; ...; 26; 34; 43; 53 

(fl) 19 (b) 16 (c) 21 (d) 17 

(e) None of these 

7. 81; 100; 121; 144;... 

(fl) 158 (b) 163 (c) 169 (d) 182 

(c) None of these 

8. 51; 17; 42; 14;...; 16 

(fl) 28 (b) 32 (c) 40 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

Qs. 9-12. In each of the following questions, the numbers 
follow a certain anangement. Your task is to find out the 
missing number: 

9. 16 10 9 

7 14 ? 

12 11 12 

(fl) 8 (b) 14 (c) 10 (d) 13 {<-) 9 

10. 1 2 4 

8 16 32 

64 ? 256 

(fl) 96 (b) 204 (c) 104 (d) 128 (e) 132 



(fl) 11 (b) 19 (c) 16 (d) 9 (f) 13 

12. 4 (100) 6; 2 (81) 7; 5 (64) ? 

(fl) 4 (b) 8 (c) 1 (d) 3 (e) 6 

Qs. 13-16. In questions given below, one of the numbers or 
set of numbers is different from others that have a common 


quality. Your task is to find this odd-man out: 

13. (fl) 256 (b) 1 (c) 9 (d) 89 (r) 100 

14. (fl) 53 (b) 63 (r) 43 (d) 73 (c) 23 

15. (a) 16 : 14 (b) 24 : 21 (c) 40 : .35 (d) 32 : 27 

(e) 56:49 

16. (fl) 4 : 64 (b) 6 ; 216 (c) 2 : 16 (d) 1 : 1 

(c) 3 :27 

Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, find out 
from (fl), (b), (c), (d) and (e) the set of letters that does not follow 
the same arrangement as the other four. 


17. (fl) FED 

-(b) LHJ 

(c) XSU 

(d) VRT 

(e) NJL 


18. (fl) SRUP 

(b) HGJE 

{.:) NMQK 

(d) WVYT 

(e) TSVQ 


19. (fl) BAE 

(b) HGK 

(f) WVZ 

(d) QFT 

(c) TSX 


20. (fl) FdbH 

(b) )fvtZ 

(c) RpnT 

(d) QomS 

(«’) JhfM 


21. (fl) tRUq 

(b) jHKg 

(r) vTRw 

(d) dBEa 

(cl yWZv 



Qs. 22-23. Each of these questions is based on the key-word 
'EXPERIMENT'. Four out of five given words are related to the 
key-word in the same way while one is different. Find this odd- 
man out: 

22. (fl) PERMIT (b) EXPIRE (c) PRINT 

(d) RETIRE (r) EXPERT 

23. (fl) PRIN1T.R (b) RETAIN (c) METER 

(d) PRICE (t) PRETEND 

Qs. 24-25. Questions 24 and 25 are based on the diagram 
given below. In this diagram, the circle represents rural 
children, the square represents school going children and the 
triangle represents the children who work for their livelihood. 
Study the diagram and answer the questions that follow: 



24. Which number represents the children who work but do 
not live in rural areas? 

(fl) 4 (b) 3 (c) 6 (d) 7 - 

(e) None of these 

25. Number 3 represents: 

(fl) Rural school going children who don't have to work, 
fb) Rural working as well as school going children. 

(c) Urban working as well as school going children. 

(d) Rural working non-school going children. 

(e) None of these 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

A B C D E 

"v O O V A ol V o a| o □ o v1 o 

26. 
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In each of the following questions, the first two figures, I and II have a definite relationship. Find out from A, B, C, D and 
B the figure that has exactly the same relationship with Figure III. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


n? o 


V V 
A A 


'■ c ? 



□ □ 

□ □ 






O O 


63. tD EJ (i 
IS A ^ O ^ 


ANSWER FIGURES 
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□ cD 
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Find the odd-man out: 


A 



V 0 ^ 


□ A 

«r. voo 
yg 

6S. 


U X MAY 
S 

X S N M 


c 9 ‘ff 


^ S ^ 


l_ ^ 




□ -tj 0^7 o 


In each of the following questions, the pair of figures given 
in problem figures are related to one another in a definite way. 
You have to find out from A, B, C and D, the pair of figures with 
similar relationship between them: 


PROBLEM 

FIGURES 


AMSWER FIGURES 


|OD|^|pgj 

B C 


B C 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) Go on adding 2,4,8,16... to numbers respectively 

2. (c) Goondeductingl’, 2^3’, 4^.. from numbers respectively. 

3. (a) There are two series, 17, ’.9,21,23... and 20,21,22,23.. 

4. (b) Go on adding 3,6,12,24... to numbers respectively. 

5. (d) Each number is three times +1 of the preceding number. 

6. (a) Goonadding6,7,8,9,10... to numbers respectively 

7. (c) The arrangement is 9^; 10^-IP; 12'; 131.. 

8. (d) Make sets of two; first number is three times of the second /nc. 

9. (b) The total of numbers columnwise and linewise is 35. 
h). {d) The numbers double themselves line-wise. 

11. (el The arrangement is P + 4’ = 17; 5' + 6’ = 61 and 2' + 3* = 13 

12. (d) The numb« in bracket is the square of total of numbers cm its left aird 

right. 

1 13. (d) All the others are squares of certain numbers. 

14.(8) All die others are prime numbers. 


15. (d) The ratio among all the other sets is 8:7. 

16. (c) In all the others the second number is the cube of the first. 

17. (c) 18. (c) 19. (e) 20. (f) 21. (c) 

22. (d) In all the others, all letters are from the nnain-word, this one has an 

extra 'R'. 

23. (c) All the others, except this one have one letter which does not occur 

in the key-word. 

24. (d) 25.(8) 

26. B. All figures move along difierent points, one clockwise, two anti¬ 

clockwise. 

27. D. line and petal are added alternately and the pattern changes too. 

28. A. The inner pattern reverses itself and one dot is added altemately. 
2^. C. Black dot has a one-two steps movement, circle gains a step wi^ 

each movement, others have a regular pace. 

30. C. Pattern shifts in duee steps, arrow goes up and down, the dot 

covers edges. 

31. A. The three figures change places and direction according to a set 

pattern. 

32. B. The dot and small circle move in opposite directions at a regular 

practice. 

33. D. Base changes alternately, a line is added right and left altemately. 

34. B. Arc and pin change direction by turns and after four steps, 

interchange positions. 

35. A. One block is added and a dot disappears after one step. 

36. C. The edges change with a set pattern, so do the upper and lower 

figures. 

37. A. Three figures at a time intercharge positions and then the whole lot 

moves a step anti<lockwise. 

38. C. The right figure moves to extreme left, when one figure repeats its 

position at left, it changes. 

39. H. Main figure revolves and the circles, disappear and appear. 

40. E The lowest figure goes to the lop, a new figure replaces the old 

altemately. 

41. D The figure moving around clockwise gains a step each time. 

42. A. The figures interchange places according to a set pattern. 

43 E. Half step is added and the arc changes side, one disappears when 
they come down 

44. B. One amiw and one pin turns upside down by turns 

45. D Circle goes round, a line is added and the inner line has three 

positions. 

46. A See how patterns interchange positions 

47. C. Figures at comers interchange position anc then tlx- whole thing 

moves anti-clockwise. 

48. A. Iruwr pattern changes alternately, part of leaf is added by turns. 

49. D. Set of three figures has a definite relahonslup. 

50 E. Figures at the edges interchange places according to a set pattern. 
51. B. Study the movemeni of each leg and arm separately 
52 C. Lines arc added lo the skirt, one at a time, study the movement of 
anns. 

53. C Cross has a regular' lockwisc movement, dot covers one quarter 
extra with each stop anti-clock wise. 

.54 B. One curve up then one down change by turns. 

55. A. Dot has three movements. The three parallel lines have extra lines 

which form the figure and change according to a pattern. 

56. C 57. A 58 C 5“. D 

60. B 61. E 62 A 63. C 

64. E 65. D 

66 D. The two figures ought to have difference of one side. 

67. C In ail the others the figures are in proportion of 2; 2; 3. 

68. C. In all the others the figures are identical. 

69. B. In all the others one figure has two sides more than the other one. 

70. D. In all the others, there are two arcs and one straight line. 

71. E. In all the others the sides have difference of one. 

72. B 73. E 74. A 75. D 
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Find the odd-man out: 


1. (a) Sri Lanka 

(b) Bangladesh 

(c) China 

(d) Iraq 

(e) Pakktan 


2. (a) donkey 

(b) yak 

(c) sheep 

W pig 

(e) bear 


3. (a) unlawful 

(b) nefarious 

(c) incredible 

(d) wicked 

(e) evil 


4. (a) church 

(b) pagoda 

(c) pyramid 

(d) temple 

(e) Gurudwara 


5. (a) affectionate 

(b) courteous 

(c) rude 

(d) polite 

(e) cultured 


6. (a) vertebra 

(b) pelvis 

(c) femur 

(d) skull 

(e) pancreas 


7. (a) spanner 

(b) pliers 

(c) shovel 

(d) hammer 

(e) chisel 


8. (a) legs 

(b) biceps 

(c) shins 

(d) thighs 

(e) ankles 



In each of the following questions, the two given words 
have a certain relationship. Your task is to find out from the 
options (a), (h), (c) and (d), the pair with similar relationship. 


9. dagger: sword 

(a) bullet: pistol 

(b) pool: lake 

(c) room; house 

(d) tumbler; glass 

10. language: punctuations 

(a) speech : intonation 

(b) music ; rhythm 

(c) traffic : speed-breakers 

(d) career: promotion 

11. gold : brass 

(a) potato: brinjal 

(b) jewels: ornaments 

(c) silk : dress 

(d) cement: brick 

12. youth: adolescence 

(a) death : life 

(b) winter: summer 

(c) morning : dawn 

(d) happiness : pleasure 

13. approve : discard 

(a) refrain : abstain 

(b) control ; discipline 

(c) violate : break 

(d) fertile: barren 

14. volcano : lava 

(a) earthquake : devastation 

(b) fire ; flame 

(c) glacier: snow 

(d) geyser • hot-water 

15. grass ; graze 

(a) bread ; bake 

(b) betel; chew 

(c) height: climb 

(d) drink: bottle 

16. room: house 

(a) island : ocean 

(b) boat; ship 

(c) pocket; coat 

(d) tree: plantation 


In each of the following questions, three out of four pair 
of words have similar relationship. Your task is to find out the 
pair that is different from others: 


17. (fl) pen : write 
(c) crane: lift 
(a) gun : barrel 
(c) ^irt : sleeve 
(a) Mars : Jupiter 
(c) mosquito: malaria 
(a) lion : roar 
(c) cat: mew 

21. (a) Negro : Africa 

(c) pygmy : Australia 

22. (a) cry : weep 
(c) leak: burst 


18 


19. 


20 


(b) spade : chop 

(d) brush ; paint 

{b) violin : strings 

(d) trousers : belt 

(b) emerald : diamond 

(d) rice; wheat 

(b) elephant : trumpet 

(d) horse : bray 

(b) Eskimo : Tundras 

(d) Maori ; New Zealand 

(b) pat: slap 

(d) smile : laugh 


Words given in the following questions are followed by 
their codes, each code letter representing one of the letters in 
the code. All words follow the same code. Your task is to find 
out the code letter for the letter of the word enclosed in box. 


23. B A® D I T 


(a) y (b) X 

24. D R 1 N jg S 

(c) h 

(d) g 

(<’) u 

(/) m 

(a) q (b) z 

25.0 R A N C E 

(c) y 

(d) u 

(c) f 

(0 X 

(a) m (H -u 

26. S P R F, a[0 

(0 q 

(d) h 

(f) V 

if) w 

(a) V (b) m 

27. D E N TraL 

(c) y 

(d) q 

(f) 0 

if) f 

(a) u (b)V 

(f) m 

(d) V 

(p) y 

if)) 


28. If ‘KASHMIR’ is coded as 'LCVLROY', then GUJRAT 
would be: 

(a) HW'NVGZ (b) HWNUGZ (c) HWMVFA 

(</) HWI.UEY (c) HWMVFZ 

Four women A, B, C and D and four men E, F, G and H are 
sitting around a round table facing each other. No two women 
or men are sitting together. Now read the following statements 
and answer the questions that follow: 

(i) A is to the left of F 
(it) D is between G and H. 

(Hi) B is facing A. 

(iv) G and E have one person between them. 

29. B is between....? 

(a) E and F (b) F and G (c) E and G 

(d) H and E (c) None of these 

30. Who is to the left of H? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) Can’t say 

31. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(a) E is between C and B (b) F is facing G 
(c) E is facing H (d) G is not near A 

(e) B is to the right of G. 
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Read the following infonnation and answer the questions 
that follow: 

A started from his house, went two kms soudi then turned 
right and went one km where he met his friend B who was 
coming from the opposite direction. 

B started from his house, went 1 km south, turned left went 

1 km, turned right went 1 km and again turned right and went 

2 km. He saw his friend A coming from the opposite direction. 
Both met exactly at 9.30 A.M. 

32. How far is A’s home from B's home? 

(fl) 2 km west (b) 1 km south (r) 3 km east 

(d) 1 km east (e) 1 km north 

33. If B walks at 6 km per hour, at what time did he start 
from his home? 

(a) 9 AM. (h) 8.15 A.M. (c) 8.30 A.M. 

(d) 8.40 A.M. (e) 8.50 A.M. 

34. If both started at the same time, what approximately is 
the speed of A? 

(a) 4 km p.hr. (b) 3.6 km p.hr. (c) 4.2 km p.hr. 

Id) 4.4 km p. hr. (c) 3.2 km p.hr. 

35. A box contains 108 balls of three different colours. The 
number of red balls is half of the number of blue balls and the 
green balls arc one and a half more than the red balis. How many 
green balls are there? 

(a) 36 (b) 24 (c) 28 (d) 42 (c) 30 

Five drama artists, Abhay, Bhishma, Chandcr, Dhruv and 
Govind played the role of five pandavas, Yudhishthir, Bhim, 
Arjun, Nakul and Sahdev. Match the artists with the role they 
played on the basis of information given below: 

Chander did not play the role of Yudhishthir or Bhim 
Nakul's and Sahdev's roles were not played by Bhishma. 
Abhay and Dhruv did not act as Arjun or Yudhisthir. 
Sahde\ 's role was not played by Abhay or Chandcr. 
Bhishma did not play Yudhishthir's role. 

Bhim's role was not played by Abhay. 

.36. Abh-iy (a) Yudhishthir 

37. Bhishma (b) Bhim 

38. Chander (c) Arjun 

39. Dhruv {d) Nakul 

40. Govind (e) Sahdev 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are j^ioen luw statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered 1,11, III and IV. You have to take the two 
}{iven statements U> be true even if they seem to be ut variance with 
commonly knaivn facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts 
- Statements: 

41. 1. Some cups are glasses. 

2. All spoons are cups. 

Conclusions: 

I. All cups are spoons. 

II. All spoons are glasses. 


m. Some spoons are glasses. 

IV. No glaK is a spoon. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only n follows. 

(c) Either I or II follows (d) Either m or IV follows 

(e) None follows 
Statements: 

42. 1. All monkeys are reptiles. 

2. Some birds are reptiles. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some monkeys are birds. 

B. Some birds are not reptiles. 

ID. Every reptile is either monkey or bird. 

IV. Some monkeys are not reptiles. 

(fl) Only 1 follow. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some garments are curtains. 

2. Some curtains are red. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some garments are red. 

II. Some curtains are not garments. 

III. All red things are curtains. 

IV. No garment is red. » 

(a) Only I and HI follow. (b) Only H and IV follow, 

(c) Either I or IV follows. (d) Either 11 or III follows. 

(f) None follows. 

Stutments: 

44. 1. All houses are palaces. 

2. All palaces are cottages. 

Conclusions: 

I. All houses arc cottages, 

n. Some cottages are palaces. 

III. Some cottages are houses. 

IV. Some palaces are houses. 


(a) Only 1 and 11 follow. (b) Only 11 and III follow, 

(c) Only I and IB follow. (d) Only III and IV follow, 

(r) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some can are buses. 

2. Some scooters are buses. 

Conclusions: 

1. .All buses arc cither cars or scooters. 

n. Some buses arc neither cars nor scooters. 

III. Some buses are cars as well as scooters. 

IV. The buses that are scooters are not cars, 

(fl) Either I or II follows. (b) Either III or IV follows. 

(c) All the four follow. 

(d) Only ^y one of the four follows. 

(p) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some books are cards. 

2. All cards are magazines. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some books are magazines. 
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n. All magazine are cards. 

III. All cards are books. 

rV. The cards that arc books are not magazines. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only D follows. 

(c) Only ni follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Stalments: 

47. 1. Milk is cheaper than eggs but more expensive than 
curd. 

2. Pastries are more expensive than biscuits but cheaper 
than toffees which are not as expensive as curd. 
Conclusions. 

I. Eggs are the dearest among all. 

II. Pastries are cheaper than milk. 

III. Biscuits are less expensive than curd. 

IV. No item among these is cheaper than biscuits. 

{a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and III follow, 
(c) Any one of the three follows. 

Id) Only I, in and IV follow, (e) All the four follow. 
Statements: 

48. 1. All schools are dens. 

2. Some dens are hotels. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some schools are hotels. 

II. All dens are hotels. 

III. No hotel is a school. 

IV. The dens that are schools are not hotels. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only UI and IV foUow. 
(c) I'ither I or 111 follows. (d) All the four follow. 

(c) None follows. 

In each question below is f(iven a statement followed by three 
assumplians numbered I, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions are 
implicit in the statement Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement- 

49. Although Mr X is an excellent administrator, the staff 
feels that he is unable to take his own decisions. 

Assumptions: 

1. The staff overestimates Mr X. 
n. Mr X is unable to satisfy his staff, 
n. There are certain people who do not allow Mr X to 
have a free hand regarding policy decisions. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(r) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement 

50. Kohit aUvays arrives late in his office. 

Assumptions: 

1. Observing punctuality is not a regular feature of 
the office. 

n. The superiors don't seem to mind if Rohit arrives 
l.ite. 

III. Rohit gets caught in the traffic-jam everyday. 


(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit, 

(c) Only in is implicit. (d) Either II or IE is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. In recent years, irutitutions providing tutorials and 
coaching classes to aspiring students preparing for competitive 
exams, have sprung up everywhere like mushrooms. 
Assumptions: 

I. The students feel that only class-room teaching is 
not enough for appearing in competitive exams, 
n. All these institutions provide ready-made material 
to students. 

in. The teachers employed by these institutions are 
better qualified Aan those who arc employed by 
regular institutions. 

(a) Only I is implicit, (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit, (d) Either I or II is implicit. 

(e) Either II or ni is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. Some of the businessmen often adopt illegal practices 
but they are usually saved by politicians. 

Assumptions: 

I. Business ioby is generally backed by politicians, 
n. Businessmen cannot flourish without adopting 
illegal practices. 

m. Businessmen are good politiciai\s. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only n is implicit, 

(c) Either I or 11 is implicit. (d) Only III is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. According to a report received from one of the States 
the ministers were using officials to mint money. 

Assumptions: 

I. Bureaucracy does not mind adopting wrong 
practices to please the ministers. 

II. Most of the ministers of the said State are corrupt, 
m. The officials don't get caught because they have 

Godfathers to protect them in the ministry, 

(a) Only I and n are implicit. 

(b) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(c) Only n and HI are implicit, (d) All are implicit. 

(e) Only any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. Hazari Lai, an ordinary vendor, has just become the 
owner of a departmental store. 

Assumptions: 

I. He came into an unexpected fortune through 
heredity or some lottery, 

n. He took loan from the bank, 
in. He toiled through life and saved enough to realize 
his dream. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only H is implicit. 

(c) Only ni is implicit. 

(d) Either I or IE is implicit. 

(e) Any one of the three is implicit. 
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statement: 

55. In case of deaths in accidents, the membeis of the family 
are not allowed to take the body unless it is gone through dw 
process of post-mortem. 

Assumptions: 

I. The police wants to be sure that the death was 
caus^ by the accident. 

n. The cunning criminals often commit murders and 
make them appear like accidents, 
in. The ordeal of post-mortem is very painfui for the 
dead. 

[a) Only 1 is implicit. 

{b) Only I and II are implicit. 

(c) Only n and III are implicit. 

(d) Only I and III are implicit, (e) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
courses of action numbered I, 11 and III. A course of action is a 
step nr administrative decision to be taken for follow-up, 
improvement or further action in regard to the problem, policy 
etc. on the basis of information given in the statement. You have 
to assume everything stated in the statement to be true, then 
decide which of the three suggested courses of action logically 
follmv for pursuing. 

Statement: 

56. Although power-cuts in some parts have been extended 
from hours to days and trickling taps remain functioning for a 
few minutes only, there is no concession in electricity and water 
bills for the helpless customers who have to make extra 
arrangements for obtaining water and light. 

Courses of action: 

I. Special concessional bills should be prepared for 
such areas. 

n. The authorities should try to improve their supplies 
so as to fulfil atleast minimum requirements of the 
residents of those areas. 

III. There should be a sort of limit for those who 
consume too much w'atc and power so as to 
maintain a uniformity in supplies. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only I and n follow 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) Only I and III follow. 

(р) All the three follow. 

Statement; 

57. Most of the trees, that were planted on both sides of 
highways appear rather sickly. 

I Courses of action: 

i. The departments concerned with environment 
should take special care of these trees, 
n. Traffic should be stopped on these highways for 
some period, as smoke from vehicles harms plants, 
in. Trees can take care of themselves as they are 
basically tough, hence much attention should net 
be paid if they appear a bit sickly. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(с) Only m follows. (d) Either I or U follows. 


(r) Either II or HI follows. 

Statement: 

58. Most of the dwdleis of an industrial area are suffering 
from respiratory problems. 

Courses of action: 

I. A special laboratory should be established in the 
area to check samples of drinkirtg water and the 
amount of pollution around. 

n. It should be compulsory for the industries to have 
anti-pollution plwts. 

m. A proper arrangement should be nude to dispose 
off foe waste material so that it does not pollute 
drinking water or fields where eatables grow. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(r) Only 1 and III follow. (d) All the three follow. 

(e) Only any one of foe three follows. 

Statement: 

59. The historical monuments, situated in small villages and 
remote places are going to rack and ruin. 

Courses of action: 

I. The local people should be made aware of the 
importance of these monuments and should be 
involved in projects to save them. 

n. These places should be auctioned to private bidders. 

ni. An office of archives should be opened in each of 
these monuments to save them from ruin. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Oi\ly II follows. 

(c) Only m follows. (d) None follows. 

(e) Either I or III follows. 

Statement: 

60. Some incidents of encounters with crocodiles have 
recently come to light from a lake, where pi*ople generally go for 
bathing and swimming. 

Courses of action: 

I. A prize should be announced for persons who 
would kill the crocodiles and make the lake safe for 
bathing and swimming. 

n. A team of specially trained persons should be called 
to catch the crocodiles and send them to some 
crocodile farm or zoo. 

HI. Till the lake is free from crocodiles, swimming and 
bathing in it should be baniu'd. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(ci Only III follow", (d) Only I and II follow. 

(e) Only 11 and lU follow. 

In each of the following questions, an assertion A is Allowed by 
two reasons numbered Rl and RH. Apply the reasons to the assertion 
and see which of the reasons leads to the assertion. Tick-mark your 
arwwers as follows: 

(a) Only RI is foe reason lot A. 

(b) Only SlI is foe reason for A. 

(c) Bofo Rl and RII are the reasons for A. 

(d) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

(e) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

61. A. All heavenly bodies seem to move from east to west. 
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RI. The earth rotates from west to east. 

Rll. The earth is inclined at an angle of 231^°. 

(a) □ (b) 0 (c) Cl (d) a (e) □ 

62. A. Some persons supersede their seniors and get 

promoted to higher posts out of turn. 

RI. They are very capable and are promoted on the basis 
of their extraordinary merit. 

Rll. They keep their superiors pleased through back¬ 
door entry or contacts with big-wigs hence get 
promoted out of turn. 

(fl) O (b) a (c) O id) 0 (e) □ 

63. A. Emotions and politics do not go together. 

RI. Emotional persons get carried away by their 
emotions and can't take shrewd decisions as are 
expected from politicians. 

Rll. Politicians are devoid of all emotions. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) n 

64. A. Money sanctioned for different projects is generally 
not utilized as it should be. 

RI. The money is never enoi^. 

Rn. The projects are not properly planned. 

(fl) a (b) □ (c) O (d) □ (e) n 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (d) All the others are our neighbouring countries. 

2. (e) All the others are useful domestic animals. 

3. (c) All the others refer to illegal negative practices. 

4. (f) All the others are places of worship. 

5. (fl) This is the only natural quality among the cultivated ones. 

6. (r) These are the otdy glands among bones. 

7. (c) Thisisagardener'stool,alltheothersaretoolsofacarpenter. 

8. (b) Biceps are muscles of arms, all the other terms are related 

with leg. 

9. (b) They have the size (small: big) relationship. 

10. (c) The relationship is that of stopping, pausing or going slow. 

11. (a) Both are items of the same general group. 

12. (c) The second one automatically gets converted into first one. 

13. (d) The terms are antonyms. 

14. (d) The second one oozes out from the first. 

15. (b) One is the special way of eating the other item. 

16. (c) One is a part of the other. 

17. (b) Tliey have the equipment and function relationship. 

18. (d) Tliey have the whole and part relationship. 

19. (f) They are different items of the same group. 

20. (d) Horses neigh not bray. 

21. (c) 'Pygmy' also belong to Africa. 

22. (fl) All the others have relationship of magnitude, lesser: 

stronger. 

Qs. 23-27. Sort out common letters in wards and match them 
with common code letters, c.j?. 'DEA' occur in 26 and 27 but only 'D' 
is there in 24, hence 'y' is the code for D. 

23. (c) 24. (b) 25. (d) 26. (c) 27. (c) 

28. (c) The codes are following letters in alphabets while the 
gap increases by one. 
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29. (C) 

30. (d) 

31. (c) 

32. (fl) 

33. (d) 

34. (b) 


^( 0 )® 


A B 

.nj, 


35. (fl) red balls—24; blue balls—48; green balls—36. 

36. (d) 37. (b) 38. (c) 39. (c) 40. (fl) 

The next type of questions are best solved by drawing diagrams 
of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool-proof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its 
size. Here are a few examples. 
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49. (c) 50. (e) 

55. (b) 56. (c) 

61. (fl) 62. (d) 



51. (fl) 

52. 

(«) 

53. (d) 

54. (e) 

57. (fl) 

58. 

(d) 

59. (fl) 

60. (e) 

63 (fl) 

Mssm 

64. 

tilMMI 

BHWflfB 

(e) 

HHI 
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Spedil MoKie to b<4it 

Ckirmnm^lMitorRamBMiiin^moainnflpi^^ > 

of promotional measurss and pro(»dunltitnpncalioi^for ravival wtndia’ii axporta, MfiM 
have suffered an 8 fwi cent slimp iRiNffifiit qiuiter of the curreht flmndal year. 

The padrage bwluded lowering of tfiterMl regi on pre^hipin^ 
export cr^, to 8 per cant from 11, as a ‘Apodal tomporaiy Itelllty” to be availed frbm 
September 1,1996 to Match 31,1999. 

Other highlights of the package are: 

■ Interest to be paid K duty dmwback or refund of terminal excise dues are delayed 
by two months. 

■ Manufacturer-exporters with more than one year of unblemished record to 
get legal undertaking facility instead of bank guarantees for duty-free 
Import of raw materials. 

■ Tax holiday for EoUs/EPZs extended to 10 yearn. 

■ EoUs to be permitted subKsntracting facility In domestic tariff area. 

■ Private softmre technology parks to be grtmted EPOQ benefits. 

The package seeks to imprwe India's export competitiveness, which has suffered in 
recent months because of a variety of internal as well as external factors. An analyds of 
export data shows that while nearly two-thirds of India’s export Hems reported poaiHve 
growth, about 30 major export items, constihjting 25-30 per cent d total exports, have 
shown a substantid decline. 


BUDGET 1998 
Excise and export 
concessions announced 

N July 17,1998, the Lok Sabha com¬ 
pleted the budget exercise of pass¬ 
ing Ae Finance Bill, 1998 after Finance 
Minister Yashwant Sinha announced 
direct and indirect tax concessions 
amounting to Rs 253 crore. 

Among other things Mr Sinha 
restored the excise duty exemp¬ 
tion on branded ghee, skimmed 
milk powder, butter and cheese. 
Excise duty imposed on sweet¬ 
meats and namkcen has also been 
withdrawn. Branded spices will 
now be free from excise. Major 
concessions were also announced 
for the textile industry. 

For the Information Technology (IT) 
sector concessions include duty-free 
import of software and 100 per cent 
income tax exemption to software export 
earnings. The government also 
announced that customs duty on IT 
products will be brought down to zero 
by year 2003. 

While signing the Information 
Technology Agreement (ITA) under 
the aegis of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), India had 
agreed to lift import duty on IT 
products by the year 2005. 

The Finance Minister also with¬ 
drew the proposal to tax gifts as 
income of the recipient. Since he had 
already abolished gift tax on the 
donor of th'' gifts, as part of his bud¬ 
get proposals, this withdrawal effec¬ 
tively means that gifts made on or 
after October 1, 1998 shall be free 
from anv tax, either on the donor or 
donee. 

Total abolition of gift tax may lead to 
leakage of income tax by opening avoid 
ance^‘avenues However, the misuse 
woiAd be stopped to some extent by 
other existing sections of the Income Tax 
Act, such as Section 40A(2), Section 64 
and Section 15. 


Do You Know... 

The' World Population Day was observed 
onJbly 11,1998. 


INDIA-PAKISTAN 
Agree to talk but reach 
nowhere 

N July 29,1998, Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee and his Pakistani 
counterpart Nawaz Sharif met in 
Colombo during the SAARC summit and 
agreecj to resume the stalled Foreign 
Seaetary level talks to resolve outstand¬ 
ing issues. This resulted in the Foreign 
Secretaries of the two countries to meet at 
Colombo itself, to finalise the modalities 
for the resumed dialogue. 

The talks, however, stumbled over 
the Kashmir issue. India slammed 
Pakistan for its obsessive and neurotic 
focus on the single issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir and said no forward movement 
was achieved to resume the stalled bilat¬ 
eral talks. 

During the discussions India 
stressed that a specific, substantive and 
broad-based dialogue will only provide a 
timely opportunity for a meaningful dis¬ 
cussion on confidence building measures 
and peace and security. India drew 
Pakistani attention to the dangers inher¬ 
ent in a narrow and constricted approach 
which will only highlight differences and 
vitiate the atmosphere and, thaefore, 
likely to disrupt and jeopardise the entire 
process. 

Pakistan referred to Mr %aitf's pro¬ 
posal in his address during dte inaugural 


ceremony of the SAARC sununit, that 
Islamabad was willing to resume talks on 
the basis of an understanding arrived at 
in Islamabad bn June 23,1997. It said die 
Indian Foreign Secretary, however, did 
not agree to restore th(»e understand¬ 
ings. Thus, no basis existed on the 
resumption of a dialogue on account of 
India’s refusal to honour the klamabad 
agreement. 

NUCLEAR INDIA 
Vajpayee propounds doctrine 

N August 4, 1998 India for the first 
time revealed elements of its evolv¬ 
ing nuclear doctrine. The doctrine was 
enunciated by Prime Minster Vajpayee 
while participating in a debate in the l,ok ^ 
Sabha. 

The nuclear doctrine has three main 
elements. The most important is that 
India will maintain "a minimum but 
credible nuclear deterrent". For main¬ 
taining credibility to this deterrent India 
does no longer require any nuclear test¬ 
ing. India has already announced a vol¬ 
untary moratorium and expressed will¬ 
ingness to move towards its de jure for¬ 
malisation. 

.Another element of the nuclear doc¬ 
trine is that India will not be using 
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear 
weapons countries and that it will not be 
the first to use nuclear weapons against 
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Economic News 


Software exportt up 67% in rupee tirmt 

The software Industry m India has grossed a revenue of more than Rs 10,000 crpre 
In 1997*98, according io a study conducted by the National Association of Software ahd^ - 
Service Companies (Na»com), the apex body of the software Industry in India. 

Out of the total revenue, software industry exports accounted for the chunk with . 
earnings of Rs 6,530 crore and the domestic market fetched a total of Rs 3,510 crore du^ 
ing 1997-98. The software Industry as a whole registered an overall growth of 58 par cent 
during the year. 

Significantly, the software exports in 1997-98 recorded a 67 per cent growth in rupee 
terms and 55 per cent in dollar terms over the last year’s exports. In spite of the visa and . 
the non-tariff trade barriers, Including sanctions, software exports from India during 1998- 
99 are expected to grow by more than 50 per cent to Rs 10,000 crore or US $ 2.7 billion. 

The study indicates that this year, about 73 companies have exported more than Rs 
10 crore worth of software. In 1992-93, only eight companies exported more than Rs 10 
crore worth of software. 

Out of the total software exports of Rs 6,530 crore from India during 1997-98, almost 
59 per cent was to the USA, 22 per cent to Europe, five per cent to South-East Asia, four 
per cent to Japan, two per cent to West Asia and six per cent to the rest of the world. 


nuclear weapon countries. With this 
armouncement the burden of preventing 
nuclear escalation has shifted entirely to 
Pakistan. Chiru already has a no-first use 
policy. 

India to have strategic nuclear 
force: According to the Defence Minister 
George Fernandes, India win soon have a 
strategic nuclear force to be used as a 
"strategic deterrence", rather than tacti¬ 
cal weapons, under an exclusive new 
command that would be given shape by 
the about-to-be-constituted National 
Security Council. "We are working 
towards a nuclear command and control 
system over which the overall authority 
will rest with the executive. The effective 
exercise on command and control has to 
be political", he said. 

INDIA-USA 

Constructive talks to improve 
relations 

I N the third round of talks, held in New 
Delhi on July 11,1998, India and USA 
managed to narrow down the differences 
on "security, disarmament and non-pro¬ 
liferation matters". The talks were held 
between Mr laswant Singh and US 
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott. 

D^ribing it as a follow-up round to 
the Washington and Frankfurt parleys, 
the US diplomat said it was "constructive 
and on-going". Asked whether the talks 
had resulted in anything tangible, he 
said: "It is very important to restoring 
Indo-US relations to a level and full 
spirit and substance that both countries 
deserve. 1 don't want to go into any fur¬ 
ther details." 

Meanwhile an official source said 


Do You Know... 

The most valuable company in the world 
is General Electric (GE). It became the 
first US company to be worth more than 
S300 billion. Based on its closing slock 
price of $92.62 o shore on July 8,1998, 
its market value worked out to be 
$301 .8 billion. The second most valu¬ 
able company is Microsoft, worth about 
$266 billion based on its closing stock 
price of $107.93 on the some day. 


that New Delhi made it dear that its 
demand for building a minimum nuclear 
deterrent was not negotiable. 

While the talks continued to 
improve relations USA, in pursuance of 
the sanctions imposed to deny Lidia any 
possible scientific aid for its nuclear, mis¬ 
sile and military programmes, asked 
.seven Indian scientists working in US 
laboratories and institutions to return 
home. USA also denied visa to Atomic 
Energy Commission chairman R,, 
Chidambaram. 

The move has been described by 
India as "unjustified and unwarranted". 
According to some analysts the US has 
become paranoid. History is proof to the 
fact that such actions do not help prev ent 
transfer or development of technology, 
Walls separating Russian and Chinese 
scientists from the West, during the Cold 
War era, did not materially affect their 
respective programmes. It is even more 
difficult today, in the Internet age. Lidia 
had been under dual technology embar¬ 
go sinc” 1974. That did not prevent the 
scientists trom conducting a senes of 
nuclear testr. 

TERRORISM 

J'K ultras strike in Himachal 

N August 3, 1998, Kashmiri mili¬ 
tants massacred 34 people in two 
different incidents in remote areas of 
Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh. 
The killings in Chamba came a week 
after militants, suspected to be banned 


Hizb-ul-Mujaheediii, i^ot dead 17 Hindus in 
two vilLigps adjoining Doda district of Jammu 
and Kadimir, on July 28. 

The entire Tissa sub-division of 
Chamba district shares a thickly forested 
boundary with the militancy-prone Doda 
district of J & K. The thick forests serve as 
a safe refuge for Kashmiri militants on 
the run form security forces. Though 
there had been reports of movement of 
Kashmiri terrorists in Himachal Pradesh, 
no incident of killing had taken in the 
past. 

Acairding to sources the mUitant 
strikes in the Himachal areas border¬ 
ing [ & K was waiting to happen 
because there was no coordination 
between the two States. Frequent warn¬ 
ings to Himachal police, that militants 
were hiding in Chamba forests, were 
ignored. 

The militants targeted the labourers 
working on Bhadewah Chamba road 
which, when completed, would be an 
alternative road-link between J & K and 
rest of the country 

Offensive against the proxy 
war 

T Hb; Army has launched a new three- 
pronged offensive to defeat the proxy 
war in Jammu and Kashmir. The main 
features of the new strategy are: heavy 
deployment on tiie Line of Control 
(LoC), drafting of troops for offensive 
action and the gradual setting up of vil¬ 
lage defence committees. 

According to the Army authorities. 
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the new strategy, which was in line with 
the 'pro-active' approach, has already 
started paying dividends and the 
Amamath Yatra was a testimony to this 
fact. 

The heavy concentration of troops 
on LoC had resulted in checking infiltra¬ 
tion from across the border in a big way 
and thus made the task of security forces 
in J & K that much easier. In total contrast 
of the previous situation, troops were 
now continuously on the lookout for mil¬ 
itants and kept up the pressure, without 
waiting for definite information. 

Setting up of village defence com¬ 
mittees, with ex-servicemen in the fore¬ 
front, was a gradual process which 
would take its own time, but was expect¬ 
ed to pay rich dividends in the long run. 

JAIN COMMISSION REPORT 
Report tabled in Parliament 

T he final report of the Jain 
Commission, that probed the con¬ 
spiracy aspect in the assassination of 
Ra)iv Gandhi, was tabled in the 
Parliament on July 31, 1998. Besides 
indicting the LTTE, the commission has 
concluded that the shadow of suspicion 
over controversial godman Chandra- 
swami, Janata Party chief Subramaniani 
Swamy and the Tamil Nadu Chief Minis¬ 
ter M. Karunanidhi persists. 

As a follow-up action, the govern¬ 
ment stated in its Action Taken Report 



Economic News 


HLL acquitted of insider trading charges 

In a landmark judgement, the appellate authority of the Finance Mkiietry has dis¬ 
missed the Securities and Exchange Board of India’s (SEBI) order to proeecute 
Hindustan Lever Limited and five of its directors on chargee of InaMef trading. 

Qiven that this was the ffrti time that SEBI had sought to try a company on chwgse 
of insider trading, the deeWon represents a clear setback for the lawrmjter and enfotoar 
for the capital markets of India. Equally Important, tha appeHale airihortty'e dedelon is 
expected to go someway in shaping the contours of the law relating to Insider tradng. 

SEBI had charged that HLL, as In 'Insidei', had purchased eight lakh shares of 
Brooke Bond Upton India, from UTI, on tha basis of unpublished prlce-sen^e Infofma- 
tion, before ttie announcement of merger of the two companies, which shared a common 
parent in Unilever pic, UK. This, it was alleged, had placed UTt at an unfair disadvanti^ 
vis-a-vis HLL, thus depriving It of the increase In market price arising out of the merger. 

The authority's decision rested on the fact that Ihaie was persuasive evidence 
which points towards market knowledge and widespread speculation about the possibili¬ 
ty of merger, before the purchase of shares in question by HLL from UTI, which weakens 
the crucial aspect of the charge on Insider trading*. 


(ATR) the decision to set-up a high pow¬ 
ered, Multi-Disciplinary Monitoring 
Agency (MDMA) to monitor movements 
of all accused in the case who were still 
absconding and undertake further probe 
into activities of pciwns against whom 
doubts have been raised in the final 
report. 

The report, however, gives a clean 
chit to former Prime Ministers P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, Chandershekhar and 
V I’. Singh, concluding that "all the three 
occuiiicd the high office of Prime Mini.s 
ter and by no stretch of imagination it 
can be said that any one of them enter¬ 
tained any such intention to be in any 
way connected w'ith the conspiracy". 

The government has also decided to 
examine, Ihroagh the Ministry of Fxler- 
nal Aftairs, Home Ministry and intelli¬ 
gence agencies, the involvement of exter- 
n.il agencio- being behind the I.'TTE fol¬ 
lowing the observation by the commis- 
siiin Ihiit the "possiliility of foreign hand 
cannot be ruled out, rather it is strength- 
enc'd" 

The final report has placed the pre¬ 
sent Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. 
Karunanidhi in the 'doubtful' category 
and considers his interrogation, which 
was never done, as relevant. The ATR in 
Its conclusions states that the commis¬ 
sion had made serious observations on 
the role of Mr Karunanidhi in its interim 
report. "Taking such obsen'ations in the 
interim report into consideration, 
together with the misgivings expressed 
in the final report, the government has 


decided to entrust the MDMA with the 
responsibility to decide how to proceed 
further in the matter." 

Meanwhile Mr Karunanidhi has 
charged the BJP government with com¬ 
mitting a "m^ior fraud" in its ATR. He 
criticised the Centre for restoring to 
"fraudulent manipulation" to malign 
him and the DMK under "mindless pres¬ 
sure" from AlADMK. Mr Karunanidhi 
said that the ATR had "cunningly" 
included his name under the heading 
"role of suspects", w'hile the final report 
had rclcrred to him only in one place. 

GOA 

Change of ministry 

D r Wilfred de Souza was swom-in as 
the new Chief Minister of Goa on 
July 30,1998 after Ihe dismissal of the belea¬ 
guered Ranc government, which was 
ixxiiiced to minority after 10 of the 23 
Congress Icgislaton. deserted Hie party and 
announced the formation of Goa Rajiv 
f’ongress Outgoing Chief Miruster 
IVatapsinh Rano labelled the decLsion of toe 
Governor, Lt On J.F R. Jacob, as illegal. 

MEHGALAYA 

Opposition and ruling parties 
join hands 

T he political scenario in Meghalaya 
took a dramatic turn on July 27,1998 
following the resignation of the 139-day- 
old B.B. Lyngdoh ministry to pave way 
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for installation of a new ministry under 
him, comprising his United Democratic 
Party (UDP) and the Congress. UDP and 
Congress have agreed to hold the post of 
Chief Minister by rotation, for the rest of 
the tenure. 

The coming together of the ruling 
and opposition party seemed to be the 
only way to have political stability in the 
hill State. The other option was 
President's rule. 

Stability, however, was not the only 
reason for UDP and Congress to come 
together. There was also a need to give 
Garos a greater representation in the 
ministry. In the earlier UPF ministry 
Garos hardly had any representation, 
although they comprise a substantial 
chunk of the people of the State. 

In the ^member Assembly UDP 
has 20 members and Congress 25. 

JUDICIARY 

President seeks SC opinion on 
appointment of judges 

O N July 27, 1998, President K.R. 

Narayanan made a reference to the 
Supreme Court on the "consultation 
process", as laid down in a 1993 judge¬ 
ment of the apex court, for the transfer 
and appointment of judges in the 
Supreme Court and the High Courts. The 
reference has been made under Clause 
(1) Article 143 of the Constitution. 

The reference came in wake of 
reported differences of opinion between 
the liiw Mini.shy and the Chief Justice of 
India, over the procedure followed by 
latter while making recommendations 
for filling the vacant slots for judges. 

While making the reference-in pub¬ 
lic interest, the President noted that 
doubts have arisen about the interpreta¬ 
tion of the law laid down by the Supreme 
Court and that the said doubts needed to 
be resolved. He referred the following 


Do You KflOWL.. 

Hong Kong closed its Kaitok airport and 
opened o new one, Chek Lop Kok on 
July 5, 1998. Large equipment was 
removed by rood and barge to the new 
airport, which opened amid confusion 
and chaos. 
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Population dock ticks dvay to 100 cr mark 

Reaching 97,98,60,411 at seven o'clock in ihe morning of July 14, the population,,, 
clock in India keeps ticking away towards that awesome 100 crore mark, adding on aii. 
average, 30 people every ndnute and 43,000 each day to Hs already bulgirig mass of' 
teeming millions. I,'. 

With only 2.4 per cent of the land area and 16 per cent of the world's population— ] 
projected to reach 1,264 million by year 2016—this mass of humanity keeps putting' 
increasing pressure on infrastnicture. economy, environment, primary health care and^ 
nutrition in the country. 

Despite the fact that India was the first country to formulate an official population pol-^' 
icy as early as in 1952, the country’s population went up from 345 million at the time of 
Independence to 846 million in 1991. 

The last 100 million has been added in less than six years, while before 
Independence, it took 42 years to add 100 million. 

Not only our population Is large but we are also continuing to have unacceptably high 
rates of growth, says Dr K. Srinivasan, executive director of the Population Foundairon of 
India. 

That is because of a few.factors, the main reason being that the family planning pro¬ 
grammes are not implemented qualitatively. Secondly, programmes <or educating women. 
are non-existent in many States while in others, they are not implemented properly. 

Thirdly, ttiere is no political commitment in many States, resulting in the disparity in 
the success level of the schemes. 

However, the government maintain that given Ihe qualHied inputs that have been 
available for the (family planning) programme, the achievements have been quite signifi¬ 
cant, as may be seen from the change in the family welfare indicators brought about dur¬ 
ing 1951-1998. 

According to the government's latest (June 1998) note on the family welfare pro¬ 
gramme, infant mortality rale has been brought down from 146 (1951 -61 ) to 72 (1996) per 
1000 live births and crude death rate from 22.8 to nine. Life expectancy at birth (years) 
has also gone up from 37.1 in case of males and 36.1 in case ol females in 1951 to 62.4 
and 63.4 for the period 1996-2001. *. 

Awareness of the small family norm and of contraceptive methods is close to 100 per 
cent among women in the reproductive age group, as shown by the National Family 
Health Survey (NHFS), 1992-93. In 1992-93, the contraceptive prevalence rate was 41 
per cent as per ttte NHFS. 

However, lack of funding remains one of the main obstacles in successful imple¬ 
mentation of family welfare schemes. 

To compound the problems more, the already long-delayed national population pol¬ 
icy has reportedly been further postponed as the Health Ministry was seeking more inputs 
from eminent persons on the draft policy submitted in 1994 by an experts team u.iderj|^e 
chairmanship of Dr M.S. Swaminathan. _ 

The new draft would be approved by the Cabinet and is likely to be tabled in the 
Winter Session of Parliament. 

However, while the tabling of the policy gets stalled and other problems crop up; the 
rising population continues to put pressure on infrastructure, public health and nutrition 
and employment. 

Hi^ rate of population growth has eroded the beneficial affect of much of our devel¬ 
opment efforts both in the urban and rural areas. India, with a per capita income of US $ 
340 in 1995, remains one of the poorest countries in the world. The social conflictsYnd 
vlolenca we see day-to-day in our country are to a large extent attributed to our popi^la- 
tton explosion, says Srinhrasan. ''' 

Another asp^ Qf the population problem causing much debate at the policy-making 
level Is the gross disparity between States in controlling the growth ot population. '''' 

While the population of the States of Kerala, Orissa and Tamil Nadu will increase'by 
15 per cent to 19 per cent during 1998-2016, in the States of Bihar, Madhya Pradi^, 
RajMthan and Uttar Pradesh, the population would increase by over 40 per cent;')he 
hi^iasl anildpated increase being in Uttar Pradesh with 55 per cent. 

UP'S population will cross a mind-boggling figure of 24^8 mllTion by 2016. 
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questions for foe Court's consideration; 

—Whether foe expression 'consulta¬ 
tion with foe Chief Justice of India' in 
Articles 217(1) and Z22(l) requires con¬ 
sultation wifo a plurality of Judges in the 
formation of the opinion of ^ Chief 
Justice of India or does foe sole individ¬ 
ual opinion of foe Chief Justice of India 
constitute consultation within the mean¬ 
ing of foe said articles; 

—Whether foe transfer of Judges is 
judicially reviewable in the li^t of the 
observation of the Supreme Court in the 
aforesaid judgement foat 'such traasfer is 
not justiciable on any ground' and its fur¬ 
ther observation that limited judicial 
review is available in matters of traiufer, 
and foe extent and scope of judicial 
review; 

—Whether Article 124(2) as inter¬ 
preted in the said judgement requires the 
Chief Justice of India to consult only two 
senior-most Judges or whether there 
should be wider consultation according 
to past practice; 

—Whether the Chief Justice of India 
is entitled to act solely in his individual 
capacity, without consultation wifo other 
Judges of foe Supreme Court in respect 
of all materials and informations con¬ 
veyed by foe Govenunent of India for 
non-appointment of a Judge recom¬ 
mended for appointment; 

—Whether the requirement of con¬ 
sultation by the Chief Justice of India 
with his colleagues, who are likely to be 
conversant with the affairs of the con¬ 
cerned High Court refers to only those 
Judges who have that High Court as a 
parent High Court and excludes Judges 
who had occupied the office of a Judge or 
Chief Justice of that Court on transfer 
from foeir parent or any other court; 

—Whether in light of the legitimate 
expectations of senior Judges of the High 

Do Yoii KflooiL.. 

The foundation stone for India's first pri- 
vota port at Dharma, in Orissa. The Rs 
1,200 crore projad h to ba executed by 
International Seaports He Ltd of 
Singapore, a joint venture company pro¬ 
moted by Larsen and Teubro (L&T), SSA 
International of USA and Precious 
Shipping Company of Bangkok 


Court in regard to their appointment to 
the Supreme Court referred fo in foe said 
judgement, the "strong cogent reason" 
required to justify the departure from foe 
order of the seniority has to be recorded 
in respect of each such senior Judge, who 
is overlooked, while making reconunen- 
dation of a Judge junior to him or her; 

—Whether the Government is not 
entitled to require that the opinioits of 
foe other consulted Judges be in writing 
in accordance with the aforesaid 
Supreme Court judgement and that the 
same be transmitted to the Government 
of India by the Chief Jusitce of India 
along with his views; 

—Whether the Chief Justice of India 
is not obliged to comply wifo the norms 
and the requirement of the consultation 
process in making his recommendations 
to the Government of India; 

—Whether any recommendations 
made by the Chief Justice of India with¬ 
out complying with the norms and con¬ 
sultation process are binding upon the 
Government of India? 

Judges salary more than 
trebled 

A s per the Bill passed by the Lok 
Sabha, the salary of the Chief Justice 
of India will be increased to Rs 33,000 per 
month, from Rs 10,000, and judges of the 
Supreme Court will get Rs 30,000 instead 
of Rs 9,000. The Chief Justice ot a High 
Court will get an increased salary of Rs 
30,000 instead of Rs 9,000 and judges of 
High Court wiU get Rs 26,000 instead of 
Rs 8,000. 

The new salaries will be with effect 
from January 1, 1996. The Bill replaces a 
Presidential Ordinance issued on April 
24,1998. 

LEGISLATION 
Transmission Bill approved 

T he much-awaited Power Trans¬ 
mission bill was passed by the Lok 
Sabha cm July 23, 1996. This is expected to 
pave the way for larg^ private investment in 
the transmission sector. 

Private companies will now be 
allowed to bid for transmission lines, 
through a mandatory competitive bid¬ 


ding process. Companies participating in 
transmission activities will thus be 
allowed to build, maintain and m^ 
available transmission lines for evacuat¬ 
ing excess energy from surplus to deficit 
areas. 

The Bill, which is a modification of 
the one moved by the UF government, 
emphasises foe need to bring in the bid- 
ding procedure to determine foe rate of 
return. In its earlier version foe Bill had 
proposed an assured 16 per cent rate of 
return. 

The Bill also seeks to define trans¬ 
mission as a "distiiKt" activity under the 
Indian Electricity Act, 1910, and the 
Electricity Supply Act, 1948. It will also 
empower the Central Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (CERC) to grant 
transmission licence for inter-State trans¬ 
mission of energy. 

Lokpal Bill introduced 

O N August 3, 1998, Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee introduced foe 
Lokpal Bill in the Lok Sabha. The Bill 
seeks to check corruption in high places, 
including the offices of the Prime 
Minister, the ministers, ministers of 
State, deputy ministers and MPs, by 
bringing them under foe purview of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. 

The Bill also seeks to make special 
provision for discouraging frivolous, 
vexatious and false complaints. It also 
provides for annual declaration of assets 
and liabilities by MPs and foeir family 
menfoers. 

As per the Bill a committee headed 
by the Vice-President will recommend 
names for appointment of chairperson 
and two other members of the institution 
of Lokpal. All the three members will be 
from the judiciary and will have a fixed 
tenure. The Bill also provides that the 
chairperson or the members shall not be 
removed from office, except by an order 
of President, on the ground of proved 
misbehaviour or incapacity. 

The Lokpal shall have all the powers 
of civil court and foe proceedings before 
it shall be deemed to ^ judicial proceed¬ 
ings under the provisions of Indian Penal 
C^e. 

This is foe sevenfo legislation of this 
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type, with similar measures inU-oduced 
in 1968,1971,1977,1985,1989 and 1996, 
having failed to take off. 

Money Laundering Bill 

F inance Minister Yashwant Sinha 
introduced on August 4, 1998 the 
twin Bills—Foreign Exchange 

Managenwnt Bill (FEMA) and Money 
Laundering Prevention Bill (MLP)—in 
the Lok Sabha. FEMA seeks to repe^ the 
25-year-old FERA and replace it with a 
liberalised foreign exchange regime. 
MLP will help checking laundering in 
black money, including that earned 
through offences like drug trafficking 
and illegal arms trade. 

FEMA brings all foreign exchange 
violations under civil laws, inviting only 
monetary penalties. Under MIJ* money 
laundering becomes a criminal offence. 


WATER DISPUTES 
Tht many waters of discord 

E ven as the Centre races against time 
to meet the Supreme Court deadline 
to resolve the Cauvery conflict, several 
similar disputes on river water sharing 
are simmering in other States. 

Jammu and Kashmir, for one, wants 
compensation for foregoing its harness¬ 
ing rights on Chenab, Jhelum and Indus 
rivers following the Indus water treaty 
with Pakistan. 

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka are 
locked in a dispute over the height of the 
Almatti dam across Krishna river, 
notwithstanding the Bachawat award on 
the sharing of Krishna waters among 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. Karnataka has also main¬ 
tained that it was given a raw deal by the 
1976 award. 


Do You Know... 

The total spending on information tech¬ 
nology for 1997-98 was R$ 18,419 crore 
against a projected spending of Rs 
19,300 crore. Software contributed the 
maximum with Rs 8,771 crore while 
hardwore occounted for Rs 6,288 crore 
and the balance Rs 3,360 crore wos 
brought by senrices. 
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Even the multi-billion Sardar 
Sarovar Project, billed among the 
best conceptualised ones on sharing 
of benefits between States, has seen 
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat lock 
horns over the height of the Sardar 
Sarovar dam. 

While little has been heard 
from Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, since 
the Yamuna accord was reached 
four years ago. 

But whatever may be the reasons for 
discord over river waters, the answer, 
experts say, lies in political negotiations 
among user States and not connotation 
in courts. 

V^Oiile there are no hard and fast 
rules on resolving river water disputes, 
the national policy for water contains 
draft guidelines and general principles 
for water allocation, which are expected 
to be useful in guiding the process of 
talks, arbitration and adjudication for 
inter-State disputes. 

Solutions, have to be reached at 
three levels—political, administrative 
and technical. 

The most important is the one at 
political level—whereby the will or chan-" 
nets of communication for resolving the 
disputes are opened. It is the politicians 
who are best placed to judge and settle 
for maximum benefits by disturbing as 
few communities as possible. 

While the administrators would 
work out modalities on how to go about 
resolving such disputes, at the third rung 
come the engineers who execute and 
implement tiie accords. 

There are precedents in the country 
indicating that most of the disputes 
resolved so far were a result of political 
participation: the planning of Narmada 
or execution of Damodar Valley 
Corporation to minimise floods in Bihar 
and West Bengal, as also generate elec¬ 
tricity, stand testimony to good plan¬ 
ning, backed by political will. 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
Situation grim 

T he Home Ministry has painted a 
grim picture of the country's internal 
security, stating that 210 out of 535 dis¬ 


tricts, are affected by insurgency, ethnic 
conflict, extremism, caste clashes and 
other crises. 

This observation was made by Hjotne 
Secretary B.P. Singh before the parlia¬ 
mentary standing committtee on Home 
Affairs. said ^t out of 69 districts of 
the north-eastern region, as many as 48 
are affected by insurgency and ethnic vio¬ 
lence and 10 districts of Jammu and 
Kashmir by militancy. 

The situation in Assam is worse 
because 23 of its districts are badly affect¬ 
ed by violence. 

In the north-east, while the situation 
in Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Meghalaya was comparatively peaceful, 
Nagaland was somewhat uneasy. 

Similarly the law and order situation 
in Tripura was a matter of deep concern. 
Speaking with regard to Manipur, the 
Home Secretary mentioned the unrest 
caused by the Nagas, Kuki and Meitei 
outfits. 

Referring to Jammu and Kashmir, he 
said Pakistan had now shifted its focus 
towards Nepal, a porous border. Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) agents in 
Kathmandu and Dhaka have been 
imparting training to youths, particularly 
on the Indo-Nepal border. The intercep¬ 
tions have revealed that not only funds, 
but unwanted elements also come in 
through that route. 

The security forces arrested 4,397 
Pakistan-trained militants and intercept¬ 
ed 711 gangs from the border during 
1990-98. They killed 1,501 terrorists and 
arrested 1,031. Also, 2,820 militants of 
various outfits surrendered to the author¬ 
ities. 

The Home Secretary stated that the 
situation in Uttar Pradesh was marked by 
communal violence while Bihar was char¬ 
acterised by an increasing growth of 
crime and the activity of organised crimi¬ 
nal groups. 

In Tamil Nadu, three factors 
have adversely affected the internal 
security. These are influence of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), growth of Muslim fundamen¬ 
talist organisations and caste clashes. 
He also reported that the movement 
of anti-social elements in Delhi had 
intensified. ' 
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JAPAN 

Hashimoto quits; Obuchi new 
Prime Minister 

T KE ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
laced a setback when it could win 
only 44 out of 126 seats contested for the 
Upper House, thereby making its objec¬ 
tive of obtaining a majority a distant 
dream. Taking full responsibility for the 
debacle. Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto resigned on July 13,1W8. 

On July 30, LDP leader Keizo Obuchi 
was endor^ as Japan's Prime Minister 
by the country's Ixjwer House of 
Parliament, bagging 268 of the 494 valid 
votes. The endorsement cleared the way 
for Mr Obuchi to take over the 
Premiership despite his failure to get a 
majority in a subsequent Opposition- 
dominated Upper House. 

Mr Obuchi was the I-'oreign Minister 
in the Hashimoto government. He takes 
over the reigns at a time when Japan is 
suffering its worst recession since the end 
of World War 11, with record-high unem¬ 
ployment and spiralling bankruptcies. 
He alsLT faces divisions in his own party 
and the growing threat of an increasingly 
popular Opposition. 

Prime Minister Obuchi has slaked 
his political life on saving Japan's econo¬ 
my in two years, with $ 111 billion m lax 
cuts and extra spending as a life belt for 
the finance st'clor. 

CAMBODIA 

Hun Sen victorious in polls 

liL ruiing (Zambodian People's Party 
(CPP) of goverrunent leader !lun St>n 
claimed a convincing victory in elections 
held on July 26, 1998. However, the 
opposition leaders said that their appar¬ 
ent defeat was due to fraud and that they 
will boycott the new Parliament and 
organise protests. Opposition boycott 
would mean that the new government 
would not be able t(> form, due to a 
Constitutional requirement that it be 


Do You KnowL.. 

Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of 
6.48 crore illiterates followed by 4.22 
crore in Bihar and 3.11 in Andhra 
Pradesh. 


endorsed by two-thirds of the 122-niem- 
ber National Assembly. 

Election observers, including a team 
from the United States, said the 
Opposition would have to produce con¬ 
vincing evidence of irregularities if their 
claims were to be taken seriously. 

PAKISTAN 

SC restores fundamental 
rights 

AKISTAN'S Supreme Court, on July 
28, 1998, upheld proclamation of 
emergency imposed in the aftermath of 
country's nuclear tests, but restored fun¬ 
damental rights, declaring their suspen¬ 
sion as "ultra vires". The Inhere bench of 
the apex court ruled that there was no 
"legal justification" in suspending the 
fundamental rights. 

Ndivd/. Sharif government had 
imposed emergency on May 28, 1998, 
when Pakistan had conducted nuclear 
tests. Consequent to the emergency, all 
fundamental rights were suspended and 
government froze all foreign accounts. 

USA 

Clinton empowered to lift 
sanctions for one year 

NDER a legislation approved by the 
Senate, President Bill Clinton can lift 
economic sanctions against India and 
Pakistan lor one year. 

In another vote, senators also 
approved exemptions from all current or 
former US unilateral sanctions for fcxid, 
medicines and medical equipment, 
except for a handful of terrorist or totali¬ 
tarian countries. 

When passed by the House of 
Representatives and signed by the 
President, the amendment will allow 
USA to lift sanctions on Exim bank loans 
and Overseas Private In/cstment 
Corporation and trade and development 
agency fundmg. 

It will also enable the US to vote for 
all loans by the World liank and other 
international financial institutes, and 
allow the President to remove the 
remaining Prcssler Amendment restric¬ 


tions which efiect Pakistan. 

The amendment, however, does not 
permit waivers for US government sales 
of defence articles, design and construc¬ 
tion services and Ucimces for export of US 
munitions list items. It also does not 
waive foreign military financing under 
the Arms Export Control Act. 

According to the chairman of the 
Senate foreign relations sub-committee 
on near-east and south, Mr Sam 
Brownback, (he amendment is not meant 
to be cure-all for the long-term problems 
posed by India and Pakistan's nuclear 
testing and the resulting sanctions. It is 
intended to provide the administration 
with the flexibility to waive sanctions for 
12-month period, during which some 
semblance of economic stability, particu¬ 
larly in Pakistan, can be restored. 

Them is a crisis in soutli Asia and the 
USA is disengaged. Sanctions policy is 
well-intentioned, and has served us well 
in discouraging other countries from test¬ 
ing nuclear weapons, but now is the 
prime impediment to our re-engaging in 
this vital region, he said. 

SAARC 

10th summit held in Colombo 

HE 10th SAARC heads of govern¬ 
ment summit was held in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka on luly 29-31, 1998. A declara¬ 
tion issued at the end of the summit did 
not directly refer to the nuclear tests by 
India and Pakistan, but criticised major 
nuclear powers for maintaining huge 
arsenals of nuclear weapons, despite a 
stated commilmenl to disarmameni. 

The SAARC leaders also called upon 
all nucleai weapons Suites, whether parly 
to NPT or not, to engage constructively 
through a transparent and credible 
process ot negotiations at the Conference 
of Disarmament. 

The leaders also expressed concern 
about shortcomings of the internatioiuil 
monetary and financial system and its 
tardiness in anticipating impending 
financial market crisis. 

They also called for setting up an 
early free-trade regime in South Asia and 
for eradicating poverty by the year 2002. 

The document emphasised the need 
for greater cooperation between SAARC 
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and individual States outside the region. 
It also called for fostering good neigh¬ 
bourly relations, relieving tensions and 
building confidence within the region. 

The leaders also stressed the need for 
collective strategies to promote a rule- 
based, non-discriminatory and equitable 
world trading system, in which the inter¬ 
ests and concerns of developing countries 
would be fully safeguarded. 

The summit also accepted the pro¬ 
posal of Indian Prime Minister for an 
annual conference of governors of central 
banks, to discuss ways of warding off 
adverse consequences of globalisation 
and liberalisation. 

However, the SAARC leaders decid¬ 
ed to postpone the signing of a regional 
convention on combating trafficking in 
women and children until the next sum¬ 
mit, to be held in Kathmandu in the 
second half of IW. 

During the summit, India 
announced that from August 1, 1998 it 
would lift restrictions on import of 2000 
products from SAARC countries, thereby 
substantially increasing opportunities 
and access for SAARC countries to the 
Indian nrarkel. 

This commitment was announced by 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in 
his address at the inaugural session. He 
offered SAARC countries a new mantra: 
"Let us grow rich together.” 

Mr Vajpayee also tried to remove 







apprehensions that the recent nuclear 
tests could cause a setback to the 
SAARC process.''Let me categorically 
reaffirm that India continues to seek 
good relations with all its neighbours 
and to work with them to build on our 
commonalities and shared aspirations 
for development." He, however made 
it clear that SAARC, in keeping with its 
charter, should not be burdened with 
bilateral concerns. 

Imports of consumer goods, includ¬ 
ing textiles and farm products, by India, 
will effect the domestic industry in short 
run, but is seen as a positive measure. It 
would prepare the ground for expanding 
trade in the region that could eventually 
benefit Indian producers. 

Another striking feature of the 
summit was Pakistan's determined 
bid to get the assembled heads of 
State to formally and collectively dis¬ 
cuss the pressing question of South 
Asian security, which Pakistan 
argued, SAARC could ignore only at 
own peril. Pakistan was sure that the 
nuclear issue will not be seen as a 
bilateral issue and hoped that the 
fears of Indian hegemony would help 
rally the nations round it. However, 
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister made it 
clear that the charter gave no scope 
for political discussions dividing the 
members. At any rate, the Colombo 
summit was to be an economic sum¬ 
mit, he said. 

UNITED NATIONS 

First war crimes court set up 

O N July 18, 1998, UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan signed a treaty 
in Rome, giving the world its first per¬ 
manent international court to try war 
crimes. 

While the United States opposed 
the treaty to set up the court, along- 
with Iraq, China and Libya, for what 
they said was the failure to keep the 
new International Criminal Court 
(ICC) on a tight leash, India 
abstained for the treaty's failure to 
include use of nuclear weapons as 
war crimes. However, India did not 
oppose the treaty because it upheld 
the basic principles of ICC. 


Rest of the world voted overwhelm¬ 
ingly to create the ICC which will operate 
out of the Hague in Netherlands and will 
bring individuals to justice for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, war crimes and 
aggression. 

The new court would take about five 
years to become operational. It will be 
independent of UN and will be able to act 
even when the international community 
is divided, as was in the Balkans and 
Africa. 

Under the guidelines, a case can be 
initiated at the ICC by the prosecutor, 
with the' approval of a pre-trial panel of 
judges, by a country or by the UN’s 
Security Council. India failed in its hid to 
keep the Security Council out of tlic deci¬ 
sion making loop. PcTmission from the' 
nation where the alleged crime was com¬ 
mitted is enough for a court to go forth 
with a case. 

The US wanted the treaty to give it 
the option to veto the prosecution of any 
American citizen. With troops deployed 
in hot spots around the world, 
Washington fears they could become 
easy targets of politically-motivated 
charges. 

■ Some definitions of crimes during 
war are: 

Genocide: This means killing with 
intent to destroy national, ethical, raJal 
or religious groups. The definition also 
covers causing serious bodily or mental 
harm on members of that group, forcing 
them to live in conditions designed to 
destroy them, preventing births or 
forcibly transferring children to another 
group. 

Crimes against humanity: 
Murder, extermination, ensla\ ement, 
deportation, imprisonment, torture, 
persecution, enforced disappearance 
and other inhumane acts as part of a 
widespread or systematic attack 
directed against any civilian 
population. 

Gender crimes: Forced pregnancy, 
defined as a crime for the first time in 
international court. It refers to deliberate 
rape and intent to force the consequences 
of pregnancy on a woman—something 
that happened in Korea's "comfort 
women" ordeal, in Bosnia and in 
I Rwanda. 
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IRAN 

Missile test confirmed 

N July 25,1998, Iran confirmed that 
it had successfully tested a "long- 
range" missile and insisted drat it had 
developed the weapon without foreign 
help. 

Iranian Defence Minister Ali 
Shamkhani said that the 1300 km range 
missile test was conducted in order to 
"heighten the country's deterrent force". 

Accordding to United States, its spy 
satellites had detected the launch of 
Slmhah-3 missile which, according to 
them, utilises North Korean technology. 
US President Clinton warned that the 
nnissile test could destabilise the troubled 
region. 

The missile test and the transfer of 
technology from North Korea have once 
again made a mockery of the non-prolif¬ 
eration regime that US has been so seri¬ 
ously trying to impose on rest of the 
world. China and North Korea have 
focussed on the Gulf region for their pro¬ 
liferation activity, since the US is the most 
vulnerable there. If China and North 
Korea continue to get away with their 
proliferation, the Russians and other 
nuclear and missile powers will be tempt¬ 
ed to join in. Can the propagators of non¬ 
proliferation brush aside the breakdown 
of the regime? 


Symbolic of the reform, the about 
eight lakh people of Fiji, after 28 years of 
infighting, have finally agreed on a name 
for then»elves, in their multi-racial soci¬ 
ety. Hencefortli, indigenous Fijians, as 
well as the descendants of Indian, 
Chinese and European labourers and 
traders will all be officially known as "Fiji 
islanders". 

The new document ends an interna¬ 
tionally condemned system of govern¬ 
ment which was installed after two mili¬ 
tary coups in 1987. I he official name for 
the 360 island archipelago has also been 
changed to the Republic of the Fiji 
islands, from the Sovereign Democratic 
Republic of Fiji. 

Since gaining independence from 
Britain in 1970, indigenous Fijians, a 
Mehinesian people strongly influenced 
by Polynesian culture, who form just over 
half the total population, had opposed 
the use of word Fijian to describe the 
nationality of de.scedants of sugar planta¬ 
tion workers and traders from India. 
China, Europe and other countries. They 
argued that this undermined their hLs- 
toric primacy. 

The new Constitution follows inter¬ 
national criticism and is condition of Fiji's 
re-entry into the British Commonwealth. 

WlPO 



FIJI 


New Constitution abolishes 
discrimination 


L ONG-held grievances that had split 
the country for decades tended on 
July 27, 1998 when a new constitution 
abolishing discrimination against non- 
indigenous Fijians came into force. 


I 


Do You KnouL.. 

Th« 1082 MW Bhadmwati power project 
of the ispert group received a counter 
guarantee from the Central government 
after years of negotiations. The SI .4 bil¬ 
lion project is promoted jointly by GEC 
Atsthom and EOF of France in collabora¬ 
tion with the Ispat group in 
Maharashtra. 


India elected first chairman of 
IPR body 

I NDIA has been elected as the first 
chairman of a new standing committee 
on information technology related to 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). 

The new committee replaces World 
Intellectual Property Organisation's 
(WIPO) earlier permanent conmtittce on 
industrial property information. 

The committee will be responsible in 
setting WII’O's $.20 million global infor- 
mation network (WIPONET), to link 300 
patent offices around the world. 

To reduce the increasing rate of bio¬ 
piracy in foe developing world, the new 
international body will also assist coun¬ 
tries to create their national databases 
containing indigenous and traditional 
knowledge. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


WORLD ECONOMY 

Asian recession may end in 

1999? 

A CCORDING to a senior Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) offi¬ 
cial foe entire Asian region would Uft 
itself out of recession in 1999, and emerge 
fitter and stronger from its sudden finan¬ 
cial meltdown. 

The financial sector and other struc¬ 
tural reforms are already paying divi¬ 
dends, with falling interest rates and 
more stable exchange rates, although 
japan still remained vulnerable. 

Tlic tackling of the crisis has been 
made easier by the fact that Europe and , 
foe US had been enjoying a cyclical boom, 
and foe crisis had the unforeseen knock- 
on benefit of restraining American and 
European markets and averting damag¬ 
ing interest rate crisis. 

The prognosis was markedly more 
upbeat than the one presented by World 
B^k, that clamed that Asia was headed 
for depression. 

Y2K PROBLEM 

Asia far behind in meeting 

deadline 

A sia win be the first and possibly 
least-prepared region of foe world 
to face foe dreaded millennium bug and 
its associated computej chaos. It has been 
an uphill battle for Asian governments 
and companies to beat the clock and fix 
the software glitch m which many aim- 
puters are expected to misread foe year 
2000 as 1900. 

The countries that are expected to 
survive the bug threat are Hong Kong, 
India, Singapore, Taiwan and the 
Philippines. The ones at greatest risk are 
Indonesia and China 

.According to estimates, solving the , 
millennium bug problem is estimated to ' 
cost $ 300-600 billion worldwide. 

Without the remedy, computer 
parts, running everything from house¬ 
hold products to complex aviation sys¬ 
tems, would be unable to recognise the 
year 2000, resulting in a myriad of prob¬ 
lems, including breakdowns, spewing 
out of wrong data or a total shutdown. 
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CORRENT BEMERU KHOWEBBE 


ABBREVIATIONS 

B(XDST: Build, Own, Operate, Share 
and Transfer 

FMCT: Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty 
RIB: Resurgent India Bonds 

AWARDS 

Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavna Award, 1997 

F n,M star and former Congress MP Sunil 
Dutl has been chosen for the award. 

Magsaysay Awards, 1998 

For public service: Sophon 
Suphapong, President of the Bangkok 
Petroleum Ltd. He helped rural 
cooperatives and community organi¬ 
sations by making them distributors for 
his company's products. 

For government service: Adibul 
Hasan Rizvi, the Pakistani doctor who 
provides free modern medical service to 
poor people. He is director of Karachi's 
Sindh Institute of Urology and 
Transplantation. 

BOOKS 

Canterbury Tales 

A first edition of Geoffrey Chaucer's 
Canterbury Tales, printed by William 
Caxton in or 1477, was auctioned 
by Christie's in London for $ 7..‘i3 
million, becoming the most expensive 
book over sold. The previous highest 
auctior price for a book was $ .S..3 
million paid at an auction at New York 
in 1987 for a Gutenberg Bible printed 
in 1455. 

Your Other Passport 

C OMPILED by Lajo Gupta, this is a 
hand bonk to help people migrating 
to Gulf countries in search of work and 
better life. It has been translated into more 
than 10 languages. It is full of advice (»n 
visas, behaviour and even the kind of 
clothes one should take. 
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Best Novels of the Century 

J AMES Joyce's Ulysses, the epic story 
about one man's journey during a single 
day in Dublin, Ireland, has been 
unanimously selected by a panel as the 
best English novel of the century. The list 
also includes most recently published 
book.s like Ironwisd by William Kennedy, 
Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie 
and Sophie's Choice by William Styron. 
The best ten English books out of the 100 
best books of the century, according to the 
panel, are given below: 

1. Ulysses, James Joyce 
2. The Great Gatsby, F Scott Fitzgerald 
3. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young 
Man, James Joyce 
4. Ix)lita, Vladmir Nabakov 
5. Brave New World, Aldous Huxley 
6. The Sound and the Fury, William 
Faulkner 

7. Catch-22, Joseph Heller 
8. Darkness at Noon, Arthur Kocstler 
9. Sons and Divers, U.H. Ixiwrence 
10. The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 

CYBERSPACE 

Internet School in Bangalore 

G lobal computer giant IBM and the 
Karnataka State Electronics 
Dei'elopment Corporation (KliONICS), 
are setting up a school of Internet studies 
in bangalore. This exclusive school will 
be the first of its kind in Asia. Being set 
up at a cost of Rs 3.5 crore, the school will 
otter six different courses. 

IBM will provide course materials of 
international standards apart from the 
company's state-of-the-art hardware and 
software on special terms. 

The courses proposed to be offered 
include Internet fundamentals, 
introduction of Java, application 
development, WVbsite design, business 
applications and Lotus education 
courses. 


DEFENCE 

Russian carrier for India 

R ussia has outlined a US $ 700 million 
defence package to India for sale of 
modernised 44,500-tonne aircraft carrier 
Admiral Gorshkoi’, equipped with 24 
vertical take-off new MIG 29K fighters. 

Under the proposal, the Russians 
have offered to convert the air capable 
heavy cruLser Admiral Gorshkav into a short 
take-off, but arrested recovery (STOBAR) 
carrier. The sales package would also 
include a new carrier capable variant of 
the MIC-29 fulcrum multi-role fighter, KA- 
I 28 antisubmarine and KA-31 airborne 
early warning helix helicopters. 

Admiral GorMov was commissioned 
into the Soviet northern fleet in 1987. The 
warship combines a heavy armament on 
its forward section, including 12 surface 
4 Uvsurface missiles. 

EDUCATION 

Gemology as a career 

G EMOLOGY includes gemstone 
identification and diamond 
technology, to jewellery manufacturing 
and appraising. 

The increase in India's gem and 
jewellery exports, from Rs 20 crore in 1960- 
61, to Rs 15,000 crore in 1997-98, has 
pepped up the demand for skilled 
workers. The Indian Institute of Gemology 
in New Delhi offers 'gemology courses', 
fulfilling this demand, offering a lucrative 
career—ranging from setting up one's own 
export business in gems to specialising in 
various aspects of jewellery designing. 

These courses are also becoming 
popular because of the growing awareness 
among the designers to make the whole 
process more scientific. 

Hie industry, till some time back, was 
dominated by worksman who used 
traditional methods. It took a lifetime for 
a worker to learn the tricks of the trade 











and the skills were always inherited. i 
But now, with the "scientific" 
methods and knowledge imparted by 
these courses, the process has not only 
become easier but the time taken to learn 
the basics has also lessened drastically. 

Physiotherapy emerging as a career 

P hysiotherapy, besides extending a 
rehabilitative hand to many, today also 
offers a challenging career opportunity. 
According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), one physiotherapist 
is needed for every 10,000 people, but in 
India there are only 5,000 qualified 
physiotherapists, meaning a shortage of 
95,000 tc» meet our population needs. 

In countries like the US and Australia, 
no patient is discharged before going 
through the hand of the physiotherapist. 

In India the importance of this 
therapy is yet to be realised. 

Physical therapy is basically a health 
profession dealing with therapeutic 
management of body dysfunction by 
physical modalities. 

It has acquired a high degree of 
specialisation in not only the fields of 
sports medicine but also in post-natal care, 
pre- and post-operative care and cardio¬ 
vascular treatment. Bachelor and diploma 
courses in physiotherapy an? offered by 
around 18 collcgi's recognised by the All 
brdia Pysiotherapist Association including 
the University of Madras, (iuru Nanak 
Dev University, Amritsar and the Institute 
of the Physically Handicapped, New 
Dt'lhi. The Rehabilitation Council of India 
conducts a joint entrance test for students 
desirous of pursuing the course. 

Centre to study Indian business 

T he London Business School is 
plaiming to launch a centre to study 
Indian business. It aims to become a centre 
for strategic thinking, management 
education and research on issues of 
corporate management in India. 

To be called the Aditya Birla Centre, 
it would be the first Indian centre to be set 
up at a leading business school. Schools 
in the West have studied Japanese and 
Southeast Asian management practices at 
lengtlt. But little attention has been given 
so far to successful businesses in India. 


The Birla group has provided a 
generous amount for setting up the centre. 
Prof Sumantra Ghoshal, of the London 
Business School, is leading the moves to 
set up the centre. The school aims to offer 
a broadbased, practical research 
programme of initiatives in the UK and in 
India that will investigate India’s role in 
the global economy. The centre plaas to 
develop close links with domestic, 
multinational and Non-Resident Indian 
(NRli businesses. 

PLACES 

Hyderabad becoming Cyberabad 

W ITH the creation of a new hi-tech 
citv, Hvderabad may soon become 

I -f' J 

! the country's 'Silicon Valley', where 
i information technology giants like Oracle, 
j world's second largest softwan* company, 
j plan to set up shop. Being developed in 
; about 63 hectares of land at Madhnpur 
; village, the hi-tech city offers stale-of-thc- 
j art comprehensive facilities needed for the 
I launch and development of IT-related 
i industries. 

I 'Ihe first phase of project was 
' inaugurated on August 15, 19*18. 

; The citv is being promoted by L&T 
j Infocity, a joint venture company ot Larsen 
i & Ibubro Limited and Andhra Pradesh 
i Industrial Infrastructure Corporation 
; Limited (APllC) with L&T and its 
' associates having 89 per cent slake and 
AITIC 11 per cent. 

; Considered to be the largest 
information technology park, the hitech 
i city IS equipped with modern 
j communication links including a satellite 
i earth station, uninterrupted power and 
i water supply essential for the smooth 
I lunctioningolsoltware related industries. 

I The citv will otter a one-slop solution 
; to hi-tech companies for tJieir business 
; activities and social neixls 

! PROJECTS 

j World's Highest Observatory 

T he world's highest observatory, 
which is to be set up at Hanle in 
I Ladakh, will be remote-controlled from 
j Hoskote near Bangalore via satellite link, 
j The project has been undertaken by the 
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IL\) and 
will be commissioned in 1999. Compact 


in design and equipped with state-of-the- 
art instrumimts, this highest ground-based 
observatory in the world will be capable 
of imaging the entire universe. The first 
of its kind in the trans-Himalayan region, 
it will be located at an altitude of 4^17 
metre above sea level. At present, the 
highest observatory in the world is at 
Maunakea, Hawaii. 

One of the main objectives of setting 
up the observatory is to follow up on the 
discoveries of radio telescope, which is 
being set up in Pune. 

First Private Fort in Orissa 

E IDIA's first private port would be built 
I Dhamra, about 170 km from 
Bhubaneshwar in Bhadrak district. Its 
foundation stone was laid on July 15,1998. 

The Rs 1,200 crore project will be 
executed by the Singapore-based 
International Seaports Ptc Ltd. (ISP), a 
joint venture company promoted by 
Larsen and Toubro (L&T), India, SSA 
International Inc, Seattle, USA and 
Precious Shipping Public Company Ltd., 
Bangkok. 

Dhamra is located on the 
confluence of twc' rivers, Bramhani and 
Baitarani, close to the Bay of Bengal. 
The ISP plan envisages exjiansion and 
development of an existing port, 
presently used as a jetty by fishing 
trawlers, into an all-weather and multi¬ 
user port. 

Initially, the pors will have a capacity 
lO handle 10 million mt ol cargo from 
which the State government is expected 
to earn a revenue ol Rs 26 crore per annum 
' without investing anything. 

The income lor the government 
' mav rise to Rs 122 crore subsequently, 

■ ’hen the port's capacity is expanded 
' to 2.5 million mt in phases at an 
; additional investment of nearly Rs 
I 2,500 crore. 

I 

I SPACE 

I Hubble finds baby stars 

T he Hubble space telescope has 
discovered a cluster of big, baby stars, 

! the youngest-cver observed in a galaxy 
I close to ours, 

I The huge and embryonic stars, 
■ enveloped in a thick cloud of luminous 
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gases, are located in a small galaxy some praised for their 
200,000 light years from Earth, known to wanted to do soi 
astronomers as Magellan's Little Cloud. do well, so as to 
The images captured by Hubble give looking smart. C 
astronomers a unique window on the kids who were p 

creation of the universe some 15 billion not intelligence 
years ago. tracking heavy elements, these perform a chall 
young stars behave similarly to those could learn soir 
formed by the helium and hydrogen In course o 

created by the big bang. that after a failui 

The images sent back by Hubble also told they were 
show that these stars are grouped in a persistence, les 
violent environment rocked by stellar performance tha 
winds and powerful shock waves, group who hac 
according to USA. efforts. 

1NSAT-2DT becomes operational Per capita pulse 

E ISAT-2DT, the in-oibit satellite acquired ' | 'HE per cap: 

y the Department of Space from the X the major 
Arabsat, has become fully operational. Indians, has 
The satellite, which was acquired independence, r 
consequent to the loss of INSAT 2-D in the Women and 
October last year is working well and some The publica 

of the transponders had been put to use Dietary Guidelii 
by the Doordarshan for its regional service, despite India’s s 

the average per 

MISCELLANY has not chan 

Praise children for hard work, not Independence, 

smartness While the [ 

U S psychologists have completed a foodgrains was 
study on child motivation and feel 1951, it had risei 
that parents and teachers should to 498 grams p« 
congratulate children on working hard. While the < 

instead of praising them for their ! inched up fron 
cleverness or smartness. 464 grams, tha 

The widely-held belief among parents fallen from (i).7 
and teachers is that praise for ability is 1 34 grams per d 
likely to motivate a child to perform better. The report 

However, psychologists have discovered r-—————— 

otherwise. They argue that children 
praised for their intelligence might get the 
idea that high scores are more important 
than actually learning and mastering 
something new. In course of the study, the y 
gave 412 children ot around 10 years of 
age a task which they performed well. 

After watching the performance of the | 
children, some of them were praised for j 
their scores and smarbiess. thus giving these 
kids an impression that they were clever. 

The second set of children were 
praised for their hard work, an indication 
that they were being congratulated for 
working hard and not for their high score. 

Among the children who had been - 
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praised for their intelligence, the majority 
wanted to do something they were sure to 
do well, so as to ensure that they keep on 
looking smart. On the other hand, of the 
kids who were praised for their efforts and 
not intelligence, 90 per cent wanted to 
perform a challenging task where they 
could learn something. 

In course of the study it was found 
that after a failure, children who had been 
told they were intelligent displayed less 
persistence, less enjoyment and worse 
performance than the children of the other 
group who had been praised for their 
efforts. 

Per capita pulses availability falls 

T he per capita availability of pulses, 
the major source of proteins tor 
Indians, has fallen by half since 
independence, reveals a report released by 
the Women and Child Department. 

The publication entitled "Food Based 
Dietary Guidelines for Indians", states that 
despite India’s success in food production, 
the average per capita availability of food 
has not changed appreciably since 
Independence. 

While the per capita consumption of 
foodgrains was 394.9 grams per day in 
1951, it had risen only by about 100 grams 
to 498 grams per day in 1996. 

While the availability of cereals had 
! inched up from 334.2 grams per day to 
464 grams, that of pulses had actually 
fallen from 60.7 grams per day in 1951 to 
1 34 grams per day in 1996. 

I The report ascribed the "alarming 


growth in India's population" as a major 
cause for the poor availability of 
foodgrains, despite the country’s self- 
sufficiency in production. 

Describing malnutrition as a 
continuing health problem in India, the 
report said that chronic under-nutrition 
was stunting children’s growth. According 
to a survey by the Department of Women 
and Child in 1995-96, stunted growth was 
reported in 56.5 per cent of the children in 
the age group of one to five years. 

Twenty per cent children were found 
'wasting', while 49.2 per cent were found 
to be underweight. 

Asia's first-ever floating museum 

I MDIA’s best-known warship and first 
aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant, is all set to 
become Asia's first-ever floating museum. 

In a giant leap for a project bogged 
down by a year of bureaucratic indecision, 
the Mumbai Port Trust on July 17,1998, 
cleared two sites near tlie Gateway of India 
to permanently berth the ship. In the 1971 
war Vikrant enforced a naval blockade in 
the Bay of Bengal, even as its aircraft 
pounded military installations in Easi 
Pakistan, preventing an evacuation of over 
90,000 Pakistani troops, culminating in a 
decisive military victory. Because of its role 
in the 1971 victory, the navy submitted a 
proposal to the government to permanently 
berth Vikrant in South Mumbai. As a 
maritime museum, the Rs 76-crorc project 
would make India only the second country 
in the world, after the US, to pnest'rve an 
aircraft carrier. 


Most Comprehensive and Up-to-Date 
Books on General Knowledge 


GENiRAl 




Ever Latest Gmeni Kimiilelgs 


Prestigious Publications of 




(PUBLISHING DIVISION OF CHANDIKA PRESS LTD) 

126, Industrial Area-1, Chandigarh - 160 002 







:^[Tk 


ATHLETICS 

Asian Athletic Championships 
INDIA struck gold at the 12th Asian 
Athletic Championships held at 
Fukuoka, Japan, winning the team's 
4xl00m relay on the final day. Gulab 
Chand (5000m), Neelam J. Singh 
(women's discus) and the women's relay 
quartet won silver medals to help India 
finish sixth behind China, Japan, Qatar, 
Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka. The quartet 
of Saraswati Dey, Rachita Mistry, F.B. 
Shyla and P.T Usha chased the Chinese, 
who finished ahead but were disqualified 
for cutting lanes. 

P.T. Usha returned to the Asian stage 
by winning one of the five bronze medals 
for India while male quarter-miler Paramjif 
Singh clocked 45.95 seconds in the 400m 
to come fifth. 

New World Record 

MOROCCO'S Hicham cl Guerrouj has set 
a new 1500m record of 3 min 26 seconds, 
breaking the previous best of 3:27;.37 set 
by Algerian Noureddine Morccli in July, 
1995. 

BADMINTON 
All India Open Badminton 
PULLELA Gopichand and Apama Popat, 
both of Indian Oil Corporation, scored 
convincing victories in the BPL All India 
Open Badminton tournament held at 
Bangalore. Gopichand beat team-mate 
Nikhil Kanetkar 15-7,1.5-9 while Aparna 
beat Neelima Chau4l)a(y,;ilTL 11-5 in the 
finals. 

BILLIARDS 
Pool Title 

ASHOK Shandilya beat Gect Sethi 8-4 in 
the final to win the first Centre Billiard 
Point nine-ball pool tournament held at 
New Delhi. 


I Boxing 

I Light Heavyweight title 
i 12-iound decision o\ er Lou del Valle and 
i became the World Boxing Association light 
1 heavyweight champion, in the fight held 
i in New York. 

I 

i CHESS 

Chess Oscar 

INDIA'S Viswanathan Anand has been 
awarded the Chess Oscar for his 
outstanding performance in 1997. He is the 
I first non-Russian to receive the award, 
j awarded by the Russian chess magazine, 

I Chess Keviciv. 

I 

I CRICKET 

! England-South Africa Test series 
j MICHAEI Atherton and Alec Stewart 
I helped Engalnd win a series levelling 
■ victory over South Africa in the fourth Test 
j at Trent Bridge. England wen 108 for 1 
j chasing a target of 247 and eased to 
i success by 8 wickets to square the Test 
I scries 1-1. 

I FOOTBALL 

! World Cup 

I FRANCE became the first host nation to 
; win the World Cup m 20 years as thev 
I beat defending champions Brazil 3-t) in 
I the final at the Stadc de France, for their 
I maiden Cup title. Zinedine Zidane was 
j the kev playmaker for France. Davor 
; Suker installed himself as the 
I tourn,imcnl's top marksman and led 
j. Croatia to third place in their first World 
I Cup finals with a 2-1 win over 
I Netherlands. 

i FIFA Fair Play Award; France and 
j England have been jointly awarded the 
j FIFA Fair Play Award during the World 
I Cup held in France. Both teams averaged 
; 828 points, based on a scale which rewards 
j good sportsmanship and a positive 
I approach to the game. Norw'ay finished 


third with 822 points. 

Golden Bool Award; Croatia's Davor 
Suker won tlio Golden Boot Award as top 
scorer of the World Cup with six goals. 
Gabriel Batistuta of Argentina and Chris turn 
Vieri of Italy, each scored five goals. 

GAMES 

Goodwill Games 

THE 1998 Goodwill Games were held in 
New York on July 19-August 2. Showcase 
of 15 most popular sports, 1500 athletes 
from 60 countries competed for the $ 5 
million prize money, the largest purse in 
multi-sport event history. First held in 
Moscow in 1986, the Games have re¬ 
focused their attention to benefitting 
children. The earlier Cioodwill Games have 
been held in Seattle (1990) and St 
Petersburg (1994) and the next Games will 
be held in Brisbane. 

! GOLF 

I British Open 

I MARK O'Meara has become the oldest 
: player to win two major titles in one year 
i and the first to win me British Open Ciolf 
j title and Masters in the same year. 

i 

! SQUASH 

j Asian Squash Championship 
PAKISTAN retained the Asian Squash 
' Championship men's team title by beating 
I Malaysia 2-1 in the Hnal held at Kuala 
Lumpur. 

TENNIS 

Hall of Fame title 

INDIA'S Leander Paes won his first ATP 
singles title beating Neville Godwin of 
South Africa 6-3, 6-2 to claim the Hall 
of Fame tennis championships at 
.Newport. He became the first Indian to 
win the tournament since Vijay 
Amritraj in 1984. 
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WHO'S WHO 



Appointments Etc 


Appointed, Elected Etc 

Jamil Mahuad: He has been elected 
as President oE Ecuador. 

Keizo Obttchi: He is the new Prime 
Minister of Japan. 

Nttjma HeptulMi: She has been re¬ 
elected as Deputy Chairperson of the 
Rajya Sabha. 

A.N. Khusro: He has been appointed 
Chairman of the 11th Finance 
Commission. 

Wilfred De Souza: He has been 
appointed Chief Minister of Goa. 

Lain Mansingh: Secretary in the 
External Affairs Ministry, he has been 
appointed India's High Commissioner to 
the United Kingdom. 

Bhaskar Kumar Mitra: He has been 
appointed India's Ambassador to 


Uzbekistan. 

Resigned 

Ryutaro Ha:Mmoto: Prime Minister 
of Japan. 

Pratapsingh Rane: Chief Minister of 

Goa. 

Died 

Alan Shepard: The US astronaut 
who, in 1961, became the first 
American in space. He was also the 
fifth person to walk on the moon. 
He died in Washington at the age 
of 74. 

Mahbub-ul-Haq: The Pakistani 
economist, who started the Human 
Development Report in 1990. 

Bhattiprolu Krishna Murti: 
Noted Telegu poet, playwright and 
novelist. 


EVENTS 


JULY 

9—The US Senate votes to lift agricultural 
sanctions against India and Pakistan, 
but leaves the harshest economic 
penalties intact. 

—Australia ratifies the Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, becoming the 
1.5th nation to do so. 

10—The Union government announces 
that the Union Territory of 
Pondicherry would be accorded 
Statehood status along with Delhi. 

12—Pakistani troops shell 16 Indian 
positions and civilian areas along the 
International Border and the Line of 
Control. 

14— Union Cabinet gives its formal 
approval to the Lok Pal Bill. 

—The introduction of Women's 
Reservation Bill is deferred in 
Parliament after objections are raised 
by different parties. 

15— The eight-day old national strike by 
postal employees is called off, 
following talks between 
Communications Minister Sushma 
Swaraj and the striking unions. 

17—Pakistan rejects India's offer of the no- 
first use. of nuclear weapons 
agreement, describing it as self- 


serving. I 

18— A massive tidal wave crashes into the 1 
north coast of Papua New Guinea, 
wiping seven villages and leaving up- -* - 
to 1,000 people dead. 

19— Israel and the Palestinians agree to 
hold a series of talks, ending a 16- 
month impasse in the West Asia peace 
process. 

23—USA su.spends scientific ties with 
India and asks seven Indian scientists 
to leave the country, as punitive 
action agaiast India's nuclear tests. 

27—Militants strike in Doda d istrict in J&K 
and gun down 16 people. 

29— India and Pakistan agree to resume 
talks. 

30— An Indian Airlines Domier aircraft 
cra.shes minutes after take-off in 
KiK'hi, killing nine people. 

31— ^Talks between the Prime Ministers of 
India and Pakistan fail to take off at 
the SAARC Summit in Colombo. 

—Pakistani firing on border areas in 
north Kashmir kills 21 people. 

AUGUST 

3—Suspected Kashmiri militants kill 35 
persons in Chamba district in 
Himachal Pradesh, the first-ever such 


incident in the State. 

—India successfully test fires the 
indigenously-built multi-target 
surface-to-air missile Akash from 
Chandipur-on-Sea in Orissa. 

4— Inter-gang rivalry among terrorists 
results in the death of 20 people in 
Poonch district in J&K. 

5— Continued heavy shelling and firing 
by Pakistani troops along the Line of 
Control kills 11 persons. 

7— The Chief Ministers of the Cauvery 
basin States—Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Pondicherry—achieve a 
major breakthrough on the 
implementation of the contentious 
interim award of the Cauvery water 
tribunal. 

—Monica Lewinsky confesses her sexual 
affairs with President Clinton, to the 
grand Jury. 

—Explosions rock US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania, killing more 
than 250 people and injuring more 
than a 1000. 

8— Nagasaki in Japan observes 53rd 
anniversary of nuclear bombing. 


L.N. Mittal: His take-over of j 
Inland Steel of the US has made hiin i 
.the world's third largest steel | 
jMOducer. j 

Dhirobhai Adibaiii; Chairman ! 
of Reliuifs, he is the hist indium to I 
be awarded the Dean's Medal Yrom I 
Wharton School of University of! 
Pennsylvania. 

iUlanSealy:.HeWasconfeiieda - 
rare honour As the Booker jury J 
summoned his latest noy^ Tk^ j 
Everest Hot^ for considecatidltw w&t \ 
though it had not hgm ehteied by 
the pubMiers. :.< 
Bfll GaktSi MSerd^rhiBiman, j 
he has topped die Fhibes, fiat trf tl^ i 
world's ri^^i industrhdii^ifci^. die 

■.fourthxeajrkarpj*:'. I 
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Focus Your Efforts on the 
Most Rewarding Career of Today!! 
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And Let Us Show You The Way. 


SNPTC’s superior teaching methodology and rich past experience helps you succeed even 
in the toughest MBA entrance tests. This has been made possible through our assiduously 
prepared course curriculum, study material and Very Similar Tests, which give adequate 
stress on the various critical sections for MBA entrance, viz. Reading Comprehension, 
Verbal Ability, Data Interpretation, Quantitative Aptitude, Test of Reasoning and General 
Knowledge. In addition to your thorough preparation for written tests, we also prepare 
you for GDs and Interviews to make sure that you finally embark on a journey to a 
successful corporate career. 









Complete Coverage For 

ComTion Admission Test (CAT) for IIMs and other Management Institutes (MDI Gurgaon, XIM 
Bhubaneshwar, IISWBM Calcutta, TAPMi Man-.pal, MICA Ahmedabad & IMDR Pune) # XLRI, 
Jamshedpur # FMS Delhi/BHU # IMT Ghaziabad # S.P.Jain Institute, Mumbai # Symbiosis Institute, 
Pune # Narsee Monjee Institute, Mumbai # Management Aptitude Test (MAT) of All India Management 
Association, New Delhi, and many others 

H.O.: 29- CM. SOUTH PATEL NAGAR 
NEW DELHI-110 008. 


Phones : 5783399, 5788182, 5787080, 5788070 
Fax: 9M1-5748070 
e-mail: sachdeva@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in 


SACHDEVA 
COLLEGE 
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JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


BECOME AN IIMS FRANCHISEE 


FRANCHISE 


NOW IIMS OFFERS 
TO RUN COACHING CENTRES IN 
ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA. 


With an experience of 17 years in the field of Education, IIMS now 
offers Franchise to run Coaching Centres for classroom coaching for the 
various Competition Courses in all State capitals, major cities and towns 
of India. So, if you are a dynamic entrepreneur preferably with some 
previous experience in the field of education or related business, willing 
to invest a minimum of Rs. 3 lacs and have access to 1500 sq. ft. area 
at a prime location in your city or town, get in touch with us immediately. 
Write to us today, with your resume giving details of location, city/town 
of interest and previous experience in business. 

BECOME AN IIMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART 
OF THE MOST REPUTED INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE 
BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM SEND RS. 200/- BY BANK 
DRAFT/M.0. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW. 




FHE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION (DOUBLE STOREY), 

NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHM10014. 

PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-011-4313503 
E-Mail : iiiiispub@nde.v8nl.net.in 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 
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6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14 
PHONES ; 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : uiiispub@nde.vsnLnet.in 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


ISgENTIAL BOOKS FOR ACL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETmVE EXAMS 


13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOQY 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 
IIS. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 


R4. 100/- 
Rs. 20IV- 
Ra. 180/- 


flnetudliM 3000 OUKtlvt Type emcltiiaimHont) Ra.1S0/- 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMCSIWWiFuV Study MMwM) Ra. 250/- 

2500 EXreCTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 7S/- 17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDMN HISTORY Ra. 13(V- 


3. SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 


18. 12,700 OBJECm^ TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 


(SOOOOUecUye Type Queetlont tor ell Exeme) Ra.140/' BIDIAN HISTORY/Wfifi Fuff Sluf/yMalar/aO 

100 PRAC^E PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEOGEra.S. R8.1S0/- IS- PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUE 


Ra. 400F 
Ra. 180/- 


18. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTIONBANK Ra. 180/- 
20. 10JXW OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIESKIENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 200/- 

L TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 21. 1S,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ctive Type Queeilone tor eHExeme). Ra.150/- ON GENERAL STUDIESKIENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs.300/- 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE Ra. ISO/- 22. WRIOI mw ■ 4000 VwMhi (Nl-BvfPrai) BTilW* Ra. 200/- 

a coMrenTKiii esS!!7s for all jJJ; 23 . Rim an fflisin - soth biriSI m 8300 aagftw Ra. Slot- 

VtSm^CFon^'iKkmmt.swdyMe.eri,,) K: fo/I ^ vwiMYRa. 300 /- 

E MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 25. ■ 4000 RigftiO (Rg SwIPlRl) Ra. 200/- 

26. ato RTiraR - 4700_ RigPlRI (RS-8Rrf»IM) 1^ Ra. 200F 

trIel-The Complele Improvement Couree) Ra. 160/- 27. aPlinm-aiHPn BIRIn IFI 4000 VMITC (RR-SvlPni} naiin Ra. 250/- 

CEPAPERSONNUMEIWALABIUTY(Fu«y'Sa/l«d) Ra.160/- .. —l»nno snrfilBi leeO^Oam'i uwJtm ttm aniu. 

INTELLIGENCEH^EST OF REASONING FOR ALL WRIpni) BTRIWf Ra. SOOF 


5. OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Mtderlel A 5000 Ot^eetlve Oueetlone) 

6. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(8500 Obleetive Type Oueetlone lor ell Exeme). 

7. 100 PRACTICE PAreRS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

8. ENGUSHCOMPREHENSIONIJOORMttiaCanyKaAwittanPHMgM) 

9. COLLEGE A COMP^KIN ESSAYS FOR AU 

10. 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 

11 . OBJECnVEARRHMEnCFORALLEXAMS/HffHlStliOyMaMrW/ 

12. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 
CDSEffrrSE EXAMS (With Full Study Uaterlel) 

13. 5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Meterlel-The Complete Improvement Couree) 

14. 100PRACTICEPAPERSONNUMEmCALABIUTY(Fu«^Sa/i«dl 

15. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS t4700 Ot^tive Oueetlone With Study Materiel) 

16. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(5000 Directive Type Oueetlone for ell Exeme.) 

17. VERBAL REASONMG FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(ObleeUve Type Oueetlone With Full Study Materiel) 

18. DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Obleetive Type Oueetlone With Full Study Meterial) 

19. OUECTIVEGENERALSCIENCE/40OOOt^/vBOuas(/ons> 

20. 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE /W/lfi Sfu^ Materiel for aff Exeme) 

21. 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR IIT/JEE EXAM 

22. INDIAN CONSTITUnONIFuffS/udYMalar/a/a ttOOOueetloa^ 

23. 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

24. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

25. CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 

26. TEST OF CLERI CAL APT ITU DE ^ ^ 

27. Vim an {aj-Sai&uB) BT’itfR 

28. BIVFB fHV - 6000 qigR-o 

29. wvM 8ir-i ■ 100 llften ilvif 

30. Bimvi - 2600 aigftis (aj-llai^ins) omHir 

31. flivrJi ija nalfil^ vflwv 

32. •Rgftvi araroMii 

1. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 

2. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 

3. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 

4. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 

5. 20.000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 


Ra.1S0/- 


Ra.12(V- 

Ra.10a/- 
Ra. 100/- 


STUDIES F0111AS,iFS, PCS, ETC 
SANK) 


gd^.tC9,E0R-AtJt- 


Ra.100/- 
Ra.100/- 
Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 

Ra. 60/- 1. principles OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 
Ra. 50/- 2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL 
Ra.160/- 3- PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 
Q. lani 4. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 
_ *• ADVERTISING MANAIKMENT FOR ALL 

Ra. 60/- 6. TRAVEL a TOURISM FOR ALL 
Ra.150/- 7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 
Rs.150/- 3- PAINTING FOR ALL 
9 BEAUTY FOR ALL 

10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 

11. ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing 200 
Engileh Convereatlorte On Venoue Toplee In Engileh) 


rlT-- 

Ra.100/- 


R9.10a/- 12 . GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS a 
Ra. 100/- SSB INTERVIEWS (WHh An Introduetlon to Intervlewe) 

Ra.100/- 13. ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
14. WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM./OiwaffonBanlr; Rs.350/- 15. DICTIONARY W SYNONYMS a ANTONYMS 

16. DICTIONARV OF QUOTATIONS 




1. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 

2. 6000 OBJECTIVE TVre QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 

3. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

4. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study Meterial) 

5. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

6. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Full Study MeterM) 

7. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
*• 4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
>■ 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
10. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 

11- 2400 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 


17. MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 

18. PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR ALL 
Ra. 80/- 15. PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL 

Ra. 200 /- 20. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS/For Maine a 70*2 clataaa; 
R, SOL 21. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGUSH FOR ALL EXAMS. 

22. INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETTTIVE EXAMS. 

R. 900/ 23. IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 
B.'^ 24. ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 
Ha. aw- ECONOMICPROBUMSIContaffiffioSOOSlionEaaaM) 

B. -UM 28. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR iLLCOMPETTn^EXAII 
26. UMS ENGUSH SPEAKING COURSE (N/nc7/-£naffaA) 

Ra. 80/- 27. BUSINESSQ.il/BUSINESSAWARENESS 
Ra. 200/- 28. WORD POWER (WlHi Fuff Sanfaneaa) 

Ra. 100/- 29. ULS. PLANNER (Wlffi Fuff Syf/alHia) 

Ra. 200/- 30. PREPOSITIONS FOR ALL (imFij//Sanianeaal 
Ra. 80/- 31. CONFUSED a MISUSED WORDS (WItfi Fuff Sanianeaal 
Ra. 200/- 32. PROVERBS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Ra. 10<V- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Rt. 40/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 

Ra. 150/- 

Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 150/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 70/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 70L 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 100/- 
Ra. 70/- 


Ra. 100/- 
EXAMS. Ra. 70/- 
Ra.15Q/- 
Ra. 40/- 
Ra. 70L 
Ra.10Q/- 
Ra. 70/. 
saa) Ra. TOh 
Ra. 70L 


12, 5600 OB,IECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY_Ra. 200/- 


For fm poataga oond the fult amount in advance by M.a/Bank Draft on the above addreaa. For V.P.P. aend Ra. 200/- by ILO. aa advance 


G. D. : RS. 100/- I.A.S. PLANNER : RS. 100/- INTERVIEWS : RS. 100/- 
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The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a pri^e of 
Rs 100.00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered In this issue. You 
can also e-rnal your response to twttw^comp wtW omiwtWMOHi The decision of the Editor 
will be final 


THE MENACE OF 
DRUGS 

Young people take to drugs 
to escape from reality or to 
appear modern among their 
friends. But if we think seriously, 
we find that this disease is 
curable if there are friendly 
relations with the family. It is up 
to parents to provide a healthy 
atmosphere at home so that 
young people begin to shun 
drugs. 

Shuvta Das 
Allahabad, ll.P. 

The cover feature on drugs 
helped me know the actual 
reality behind these harmful 
substances. 1 had tried to get the 
information from various 
places but could not get it. It 
was your magazine which 
helped me know how drugs 
work and how addiction takes 
place It also helped me know 
the actual state of affairs. It is 
sad that the menace is 
spreading and the enforcing 
agencies are unable to do 
anything about it. 

Rajeev Singh Solaria 
Pathankot, Punjab 

Many people are getting 
trapped in drugs. Use of drugs 
leads to crime and is responsible 
of a lot of accidents. Even 
sportsmen use drugs to enhance 
their performance. Youngsters 
start taking them for the sake of 
fun. Though there are enforcing 
agencies, ultimately it is up to 
the will power of a person 
himself that can prevent him for 


becoming an addict. 

Vaibhav Grover 
Solan, Himachal Pradesh 

MANAGING 

PERSONALITY 

Personality is used to 
describe everything a person 
does. It means all that a person 
is and is trying to be. It is the 
integration of all the traits which 
determine the role and status of 
a person in society. We can, 
therefore, say that personality is 
social effectiveness. 

Arpila Singh 

Kanpur, U.P. 

DEALING WITH 
PAKISTAN 

It is true that our leaders are 
in a dilemma whether to 
consider Pakistan as a friend or 
enemy. It is time that we gave up 
our pretensions and recognised 
it as an enemy country which 
encourages terrorism and deal 
with it accordingly. We should 
also become belligerent and 
expose Pakistan in the world 
community for what it stands for. 

Satish Kumar 
New Delhi 

It is up to .lur leaders to 
sort out issues with Pakistan. If 
that country is making Kashmir 
such a big issue, India should 
liwk for diplomatic help from 
other countries. There is no need 
to be sticky on this. If Middle 
East type talks take place, peace 
can reign in the sub-continent. 

R.S.R. Krishna 
Secunderabad, Andhra Pradesh 


ARMS OF THE DEm 

Drugs are a scourge which have ruined millions of lives. 
They can be compared to the tentacles of an octopus. Even when 
they appear to be giving relief, they hold a person in their deadly 

grip- 

Gandhiji rightly said that drugs and drinks are the two 
arms of the devil with which he strikes helpless slaves into 
stupehiction. Drugs are degrading. They are the slow poison in 
our society. 

Ragini Mishra 
Patna, Bihar 

RELIGIOUS DONATIONS 

Religious donations do not serve our society. They just go 
to fill the pockets of priests. One solution would be to make the 
places of worship as social trusts so that the money goes towards 
some social causes like medical or education facilities. Till the 
time that people start donating for social causes, it is up to 
religious organisations to take up social causes, irrespective of 
caste and community. 

Reel Kumar Doodi 
Jaipur, Rajasthan 


India should adopt the 
policy of Israel and deal with 
Pakistan like they deal with 
Palestinians. Some people 
understand only the language of 
power. It is doubtful that the 
two countries can come together 
as Germany was able to unite, 
because there the basis of 
division was political, while in 
India the basis of division was 
religion. No country created in 
Islam has ever reunited. On the 
other hand, they have created 
divisions among themselves 
and take to violence and repress 
their own people. 

Wdya Sagar 
Delhi 


ECONOMIC 

TOPICS 

I am new to commerce and 
find it difficult. Your articles, 
however, help me know all that 
is happening in the economic 
and business field, through ea.sy 
to understand examples. Your 
point that India can gel 
international respect only 
through a strong economy is 
absolutely correct. 1 only hop 
that the feaders understand this 
and give up their adventurism 
in other fields Which serve no 


purpose. 


Aiash Dhar 
Jabalpur, M R 
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S. CHAND'S BOOKS FOR VARIOUS 
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 


R. S. Aggamal 

Advanced Objec^e Genoal Kncwvledge 
Question Bank in General Studies 
CS. Bedi & R.S. Aggarwal 

S. Chand's General Studies 
for Central Civil Services 
Mani Ram Agganval's 
General Knowledge Digest and 
General Studies 


LANGUAGE 


A.N. Kapur 

S. Chand's Dictionary of English & Hindi 
Usage and Technical Terminology for 
Competitive Examinations 
General English for Competitions 1 
antoifiTo anting w lirf^an annniT 
trglro 1 

R.S. Agganval Sc Monika Agganval 
Objective General English 1 


T. Saran 

Precis Writing and Drafting 
do TO 
WTO dST 


REASONING 


R.S. Aggarwal Ra. 

Advanced Non Veibal Reasoning for 
Dank Recruit Test 65-00 

Advanced Non Verbal Reasoning (Hindi) 70.00 
A Modem Approach to Verbal Sc Non 
Verbal Reasoning 200.00 

(Also available in two parts) 
aiRodio dk? 

TOR TO TO 0^ Titmr lf1«T 110.00 


COMPLETE GUIDES 


K.L. Kumar Rs. 

Your Interview 95.00 

G.D Maheshwaii 

A Complete Guide to Career Planning 75.00 
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ontemporary 
Indian political scene reveals 
two disturbing trends; the 
paralysed system is lurching 
from crisis to aisis, and there 
is a steep decline in 
institutional management. The 
worst affected is democracy, 
which is assuming frightening 
dimensions as demon-cracy. 
The riff-raff of this "cracy" are 
in full cry which may 
eventually plunge the country 
into chaos worse than 
confounding. This will nip in 
the bud the emerging coalition 
culture—the hope, however 
faint, of our democratic way 
of life, lire era of one party rule 
ended with the disintegration 
of the Congress. There is little 
hope of this Party revitalizing 
into a vital political force, with 
an aenemic leadership at the 
helm at present. 

From the days of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who 
projected himself and the 
country at the international 
level, we have descented to 
regional, local and now 
personal politics. It is this 
narrow approach which 
direatens to sound the death- 


CitfOnfliig Coalition 
Cultwe 



knell of coalition culture. If the 
ruling BJP-led coalition suffers 
from inherent soft-belly (of 
having 17 partners), it is 
further handicapped by their 
myopic outlook. If the Akalis 
thundered threats on Udham 
Singh Nagar issue, the 
"fabulous" lady from the 
South is constantly doing it on 
issues which look of national 
importance to her feverish 
imagination. At the bottom of 
demands from various 
coalition partners is veiled 
threat; give us our pound of 
flesh or face fatality. Imagine a 
House of 580 suiting such 
indignities at the hands of 
parties having strength of 20 
or less. Added to this are the 


weight political weather cocks 
have put on. Mr Buta Singh, 
once a member of the present 
Cabinet, was a former darbari 
of the Dynasty. He is now one 
with the Yadavs. The 
"honourable" Mr Sukh Ram of 
the crores in bed-room fame, 
is now a BJP supporter—which 
had paralysed the functioning 
of Parliament for three weeks 
on his issue. The lady in cloak 
is knee-deep in corruption and 
court tangles. The Bihar 
Bohemian, blotched by fodder 
scam, alongwith UP stalwart, 
is now with Sonia if she forms 
the next government. 

The pointer is significant: 
we are living in a political 
environment in which 


"anything goes". The days of 
consensual politics are over. 
The political parties have 
turned into shameless 
instruments of exploiting the 
national exchequer. The 
solution lies in safeguarding 
the coalition culture. Ihis can 
be done in two ways. One, by 
barring all the corrupt entering 
Parliament. Second, and more 
importantly, it should be in the 
book that a coalition 
government cannot fall unless 
one-third of its own total 
strength withdraws support 
and notifies die Speaker of the 
House. Pre-poll agreed upon 
coalition is not rnily a matter 
of convenience. It should be 
one of political conviction. 
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Hw WMld Ecnmiiv In CiMs 


Whatever that goes up must came down. \ 
Economists thetmrld oivr are discovering the 
truth that this law of physics applies to 
economics as well—at first it was just South 
East Asia, but noio the contagion is at the 
doors of China and Japan. Eivn USA faces a 1 
slowdown as a result of the economic crisis j 
which shou>s no sign of abating 

In this feature we examine the causes of 
the crisis and its effects. Wc also look at the 
theory of economic cycles and see Tuhethcr the 
sophisticated models can predict such 
meltdowns in the future. India has not so far 
faced a similar situation but can it remain to 
be insulated for long? We also question whether 
free capita! flows are such a boon as they are 
made out to be. 

T he decade of the nineties—at least the 
first half—will be remembered for rapid 
change and great technological advances. 
Economies were opening up, socialism had 
been discarded and living standards were 
looking up, not only in the developed 
world but in some poor countries as well. 
There was rapid growth in countries 
described as "Asian tigers", and 
eennonrists extolled the virtues of Asian 
values which were responsible for such 
growth. It was felt that, thanks to free 
movement of information and resources 
on the globe, the world was rid of economic 
cycles. In other words, economics which 
had gains in productivity could look 
forward to years of growth and high 
standards of living. 

There was also the confidence that 
economic crises could be fixed, thanks to 
cjuick bailouts by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). The world had, after 
all, responded quickly to the Mexican crisis 
which erupted in 1995 and managed to fix 
the wounded economy. 

Life, however, was not that simple. 
Business cycles were indeed alive and well. 
Thailand slumped in 1997 and it seemed 
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that the economic miracle was over. One j 
after another, Asian countries tumbled: ' 
South Korea, Indonesia, Singapore and 
Malaysia. Then, it was Russia, Japan and 
Hong Kong. Slowly, it began affecting 
every country of the world. The IMF 
prescribed its strong medicine but that did 
not seem to be working. The world was 
in the middle of a downturn that would 
cause poverty, unemployment and great 
hardship to many people. The worst was 
that nobody knew what had happened 
and u hat should be done. 

What really happened? 

E ' is easy to blame it all on excess supply, 

$ some economists suggested. Asian 
countries had made gains in productivity 
and were producing goods in great 
volumes and at a fraction of the price that 
the West made. Multinationals made a 
beeline to open manufacturing facilities 
in countries like Thailand and China 
Basic laws of economics suggest that if 
there is excess supply, the prices would 
fall, leading to deflation. 

Though plausible, the theory ignores 
the fact that there is great demand for 
cheap products in Western countries. 
Countries like USA have kept their 
inflation levels low because of cheap 
imports from Asian countries, including 
China. Even today, there is great demand 
for such products. The question of excess 
supply, Aerefore, appears to be wrongly 
placed 

To understand what really happened, 
one has see how the economies were 
growing in the past years. The Asian 
countries that are on the mat now had 
seen high growth rates for many years. 
Money flowed in from all over the world. 
Banks arranged low-interest loans for 
domestic companies, often disregarding 
financial propriety. Loans in these 


economies were given on the basis of 
political contacts: leaders in these 
countries ensured that loans were available 
to their children, relatives and friends. This 
is what came to be known as "crony 
capitalism". Over a period of time, it was 
natural that the banks would accumulate 
bad debts, or loans which were simply not 
recoverable. 

The second thing that happened was 
that money flowed into glamorous 
projects. In Thailand, it was real estate and 
in ^uth Korea tlie mega corporations, the 
chaebols, and loans were given just to 
satisfy their expansion into unknown 
areas. It would not be wrong to describe 
the situation to an inflated balloon, 
because the basis of these huge loans was 
not productivity but politics. How long 
can you sustain an economy when the 
'money goes into bricks and cement? After 
all, loans have to be paid back out of 
earnings, but were locked up in 
unproductive assets. 

The combination of weak banks, bad 
debts, highly indebted companies, 
imperious bureaucrats and politicians who 
encouraged the bad loans, had to take its 
toll sometime or another. In times of high 
growth, these weaknesses remain hidden. 
The high debt and doubtful debts, 
j however, made the banks and companies 
highly vulnerable to even a slight change. 
This happened in the form of exchange 
rate fluctuation. The first sign of a 
fluctuation, and it suddenly became 
uneconomical to service the huge loans 
that had been taken by the banks. 

Japan and Russia 

O J^CE the slide began, it was difficult 
to stop it. Foreign capital s^ted 
moving ouk As currencies started b^ng 
value, the countries tried to prop th«n up 
and ended up spending their foreign 
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exchange reserves. Moreover, the collapse 
of a batik in one country had its effect on 
other countries as well, a result of cross 
holdings and global links. The economies 
could be described as skittles, falling on 
top of each other. 

The troubles have not eased. The 
region's currencies may have stopped 
plunging for the moment, but real 
economies are getting weaker. Hong Kong 
has announced that its economy shrank 
2.8% in the first quarter of 1998, its worst 
recession since World War II. Economists 
predict that hidonesia's GDP will fall an 
astonishing 15% this year, japan has 
announced that in the first quarter or 1998, 
its economy has actually shrunk, the first 
economy-shrinking for almost 25 years. It 
also turns out that Japan's bad bank debt 
is not $ 550 billion, as previously reported, 
but a whopping $ 1 trillion. 

Russia's economic plight is worse 
than Japan's. The government has 
defaulted on loan repayments. Prices have 


begun to rise. There Ls a run on the banks. 
Ultimately, Russia was unable to avoid 
default because its government had failed, 
over many years, either to pursue market- 
oriented reforms consistently or establish 
its fiscal credibility. 

The underlying crisis was in the 
public finances. The federal government's 
revenue was 11.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product in 1996,12.0 per cent in 
1997 and only 10 9 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1998. Yet, its spending in these 
periods was far higher: 19.4 per cent, 19 
per cent and 15.5 per cent of GDP 
respectively. 

The problem was partly the result of 
the interest burden. This amounted to 5.7 
per cent of GDP in 1996, 4.5 per cent in 
1997 and 5 per cent in the first quarter of 
1998, largely because of the very high 
interest rates on rouble borrowing, 
imposed to drive down inflation. Many 
of Russia's banks had speculated in the 
! market for the government's short-term 


rouble liabilities, by borrowing dollars. 
They had also made large commitments 
in the forward market for foreign 
exchange. As a result, most are now 
bankrupt. 

Russia's reforms were oji the 
presumption that once the bulk of the 
country's industrial enterprises had been 
privatised, the trade regime liberalised, 
and macroeconomic stability achieved, 
gnnvth would automatically follow, just 
as it had in Poland, Hungary and the 
C/ech Republic. It had worked in eastern 
Europe. Maybe, it the oil price had stayed 
at $ 20 a barrel, and the Asian crisis had 
never happened, Russia might have 
followed die path mapped out for it. But 
that did not happen. 

The legacy of 74 years of Communist 
rule meant that large sections of the 
economy were seemingly immune to 
market disciplines. "Privatised" 
companies^continued to be run like Soviet- 
era qua.si-ministries, subtracting rather 
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than adding value to their inputs. They ' 
failed to pay either taxes or tlieir workers' | 
wages. Loss-making indiistrie.s reverted to ^ 
barter trade, plunging workers into a ! 
largely non-cash economy. 

Today, Russia's credit rating is below ■ 
Indonesia's. The si/e of its economy is 1 
smaller than Swit/<‘rland's. And its stock ' 
market is worth less than the UK w'afer ' 
industry. I 

Is the World Safe? 

j 

D EVELOI’FD countries may take 
solace in the fact that economies are j 
plunging in other countries But are 
they safe? Economies are intertwined 
now' and it is wrong to say that what 
happens in one country may not affect 
another. 

In recent months, the South African 
rand has tumbled. The Australian dollar 
was pushed to a 12-year low of US $ 
0.5B in June, 1998. Since most of its 
exports go to Asian countries, it was 
natural that if would be hit badly. Across ' 
the globe, countries are facing a negative ; 
impact. China will suffer the same late, i 
as 40% of its exports are to Asia. Its i 
growth rate has fallen from a peak of ; 
14% in 1992 to 8% in 1997. There are | 
real fears that the country may devalue , 
the remnibi, which will take the US ■ 
dollar along with it. 

Multinationals arc facing the pinch 1 
of the slowdown in Asia. Many have rut : 
back oil expansion plans. The US now ; 
faces a real prospect ol trouble—its trade , 
deficit ballooned to $ 13.8 billion in May, ' 
1998, as exports to Asia fell Industrial 
production fell to Ob";, in lime larmers 
in USA are reeling under the twin , 
problems of overproduction and falling ; 
demand in Asia, since over of farm ' 
products are exported. The shrinking of . 
the Asian markets is not w ithout costs for ' 
the USA. , 

This is not all. There are tears that , 
USA has the .same problems that plagued ' 
Asia. Share prices are soaring, as are ■ 
property prices, and economists fear that i 
America is developmg a bubble economy ; 
which may burst if the Asian crisis , 
continues. If that happens, there will be a ' 
global reccssiim and shrinking of i 
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economies. 

A global recession 

I S there a global recession? The world 
economy today is described as a jet 
aeroplane which has lost two of its four 
engines. It is anybody's guess when it 
might go down. Some countries have 
already seen shrinking of their economies 
and others are facing a slowdown. 

It is reckoned that world GDP will 
grow by just 2‘‘<. in 1998, which is about 
the same in 1975,1982 and 1991, the years 
in which there was a global recession. 
Then, it was the developed economies that 
suffered, now the emerging markets have 
taken a beating. If Europe and USA follow'. 


I the world economy could suffer its worst 
peacetime setback since the depression of 
the 1930s, according to economists. Two 
giants, China and Japan are already in the 
doldrums. Reckless investment in Asia also 
puts the US economy at risk. 

The secret lies in recovery. So far 
nothing seems to have worked. The Asian 
flu has refused to go away. Global recession 
is just a sneeze away. All hopes now rest 
in the ability of Wall Street to weather the 
storm. 


IMF Strategy 

T hings would have been worse if the 
IMF had done nothing. However, its 
strategy went like this: (u) Lend the 


A jungle of ferocious beasts 

Most economists argue for a free flow of capital. In India too, people have 
clamoured for capital account convertibility, meaning that restrictions on the flows 
of capital be eased. The global village concept that has come in vogue, envisages 
a world where resources and capital enjoys free movement. After all, if free trade 
allows movement of goods, why should capital be restricted? 

The East Asian crisis raises distinct questions on this logic. Capital mobility 
is all very well, but it has the quality of moving out at the first signs of difficulties. 
A small economic problem will be exac^ated if capital is withdrawn suddenly. 
There are also speculators, who will have a free hand in dealing with the country's 
currency. Thus, the policy of the IMF to open economies to free flows of capital 
seems to be misplaced. On the other hand, if capital is restricted, how will poor 
countries ever attract foreign money? 

Growing number of economists are now saying that some restrictions on 
capital are in order. Jagdish Bhagwati of Columbia university says that the benefits 
t'orn capital flows may be doubtful and finds some reason to think that it may 
actually make things worse. He gives the example of China and Japan, which 
achieved high growth without allowing free capital flows. Another economist, Dani 
Rodrik, has analysed almost 100 countries between 1975 and 1989. By linking 
free flows of capital to growth and investment, he found that free capital mobility 
had no impact on the economies. 

Free flow of capital also includes international hot money. That is money of 
speculators who invest in markets looking for short-term profits. As long as things 
are stable, this money will stay, but if there is a minor fluctuation, they will withdraw 
quick'y. sometimes causing a foreign exchange crisis. If things look too rosy, more 
money will tlow in that can be put to use productively. It will be put in risky ventures, 
paving the way for economic collapse. This happened in Asian economies. 

The dilemma before developing countries is how to make use of foreign money 
without falling victim to hot money. In order to get the money and protect economies, 
countries must liberalise domestic financial systems and enforce strict regulation 
and supervision of banks. That is the only way to survive in the global financial 
system, which Malaysia's Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad has described as 
a “jungle of ferocious beasts". 
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afflicted countries money to help tide 
them over the crisis, (fr) As a condition for 
the loan, demand that they reform their | 
economies, eliminating the worst excesses I 
of crony capitalism, (c) Require them to i 
maintain high interest rates to entice | 
capital into staying in the country, (d) Wait j 
for confidence to return. 

This strategy had worked the last time ! 
around. In 1995, Mexico experienced a 
crisis that, in its early months, seemed 
worse than the Asian debacle. This time, 
however, something seemed to be wrong 
and IMF attracted a lot of criticism for its 
actions. A rescue plan of $ 4,^ billion for 
Indonesia and $ 57 billion for South Kon'a 
did not helped these countries. The 
biggest failure was Russia. Part of the IMF 
strategy does make sense, but its 
advocating of indiscriminate opening up 
of economics does not. Faced with 
shrinking economies and falling exchange 
rates, the loans offered by it become 
burdens. That is why economists arc 
wondering whether IMF intervention is 
required at all. 

This gives rise to the criticism that 
the IMF-World Bank is actually working 
with a hidden agenda of the USA to 
dominate the world. Si>me theorists say 
that the USA has systematically destroyed 
Russia, and now Asia, in order to maintain 
its hegemony. The IMF then becomes the 
tools of the USA to achieve its policy. Part 
of this may well be true, since 
multinational companies can now buy 
companies and businesses in the 
affected countries cheaply. In effect, it 
means that the productive assets in tliese 
countries will either be mortgaged to 
the West or even owned by it. Though 
economists debunk this, there is a 
growing belief that there may be a 
hidden hand behind the economic crisis 
the world is facing today. 

It isalso open to question why should 
IMF step in to pay for the faults of 
profligate banks. Why should the 
countries be bailed out when they did not 
do anything about them? If the companies 
were allowed to collapse, at least the 
countries will not be burdened by the huge 
debts obtained from the IMF. However, 
faced with a situation of dwindling foreign 


exchange, coimtries have no option but to 
take the loans and with them, the 
economic policy that is being severely 
questioned all over the world. 

Can India be affected? 

F or many years, bureaucrats and 
politicians have behaved that nothing 
can affect the country. Each devaluation 
is claimed to be an "adjustment". The fact 
is that no one seems to know what is 
happening and how India will be affected. 
In many official pronouncements, the 
government may even try to mislead the 
people, as is becoming evident now. 

The Indian economy is not integrated 
with other Asian countries and that is why 
it has avoided the disaster so far. However, 
the rupee has fallen and the economy has 
slowed down. Projects worth Rs 85,000 
crore have been shelved and foreign 
capital has slowed to a trickle. In such a 
situation, the government should have 
tried to improve business confidence. 
Instead, all its efforts have been directed 
to save face. First, it was the VDIS that 


was touted as a success and now it is 
the Resurgent India Bonds. None of 
these help economic growth. The RIBs 
are, in fact, liabilities because they have 
been taken at high interest rates and 
have to be returned at today's exchange 
rate. The country needs $ 120 million in 
foreign exchange annually to service 
them. 

Instead of improving business 
confidence, the government is doing all it 
can to throttle economic activity for petty 
reasons. Maruti has barely been saved, but 
the government has succeeded in 
destroying Tata Airlines. 

Today, economy faces a severf 
demand shortfall. Only a few sectors, 
like electronics and software, have done 
well. If the government continues to stop 
industrialists, how can the economy 
look up? The Finance Minister's claims 
that things will become better by 
December, seems quite ill-informed. 
India may Have survived the Asian crisis 
with some damage, but will it be able to 
survive its bureaucrats and policy¬ 
makers? 


Can economic cycles be predicted? 

With so much hardship and instability arising from the global economic crisis, 
it would be reasonable to ask what economists are doing and whether they could 
have predicted what happened. There are, after all, sophisticated computers and 
models available and the world has more data ‘han at any other time. 

The answer, to put it simply, is that they have no idea at all. Predictions in 
economics remain what they always were; the science of telling how the future 
could have been forecast, after the events have occurred. 

Economists are not alone in this predicament. Smart MBA types who run 
international banks and credit rating agencies are equally in the darL Some of me 
tools that are available are the Emerging Markets Risk Indicator by Credit Suisse 
First Boston, the Event Risk Indicator calculated by J.P. Morgan and the Currency 
Jump Probability by Lehman Brothers. Then there are credit rating agencies such 
as Moody s Investors Service, Standard i Poor's, and Duff and Phelps. They are 
supposed to provide early warning systems for investors. Even these agencies 
were slow to react to changes. These models are only helpful in predicting past 
crises rather than future ones. 

The problem is that national currencies depend on a host of factors and no 
mode' can possibly take all of them into account. Nor is it possible to get quality 
data, for example, what percentage of a bank’s loans are based on political 
considerations. 

Predicting economi.? cycles is a difficult and thankless job. No country will like 
it if an economist or agency goes to the newspapers with news of impending 
disaster. That is why the models must remain what they are: models. 
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iHeiidira SwndosM wlih lUifH^ 


BJP government took the reins of the 
country at a time when a downward slide had 
already set in the economy. Growth rate and 
productivity, both were on the decline. The 
economic problems were compounded with 
economic sanctions imposed by several 
countries, including the USA and Japan. It is 
not certain whether Pokhran-ll has been able 
to dissuade the political opponents of the 
government, but it has certainly resulted in 
decline in foreign aid. Under these 
circumstances, it nm expected that the rinance 
Minister would come out with fonvard-looking 
and hold budget proposals. But the Union 
Budget for 1998-99 failed to live up to the 
expectations and rather took a U-turn in 
matters like excise and custom duties. >\s 
apprehended, the economy is already showing 
the signs of gradual hut continuous slide. 

Gradual Decline 

T he economic indicators for the last 
financial years do not offer any cheers 
to the economy. The growth rate of tJie 
GDP had fallen down to 5 per cent, with 
foodgrain production taking a dip, from 
199 million tonnes in 1996-97, to 194 
million tonnes in 1997-98. Another 
disquieting trend was visible in the 
industrial growth rate which slackened to 
4.2 per cent. As a direct consequence, the 
export growth rate in dollar terms tixik a 
beating and came down to around 2.5 per 
cent. Capital market remained in doldrums 
and lack of infrastructure continued to 
plague the economy. Fiscal deficit was 
much higher than the budget target, at 6.1 
per cent of the GDP. 

Fully aware of the state ol the 
economy, Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee unveiled a 90-day, 1.5-point 
action plan to re\'italisc the economy, when 
he was inaugurating tlic annual meeting 
of the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(ClI) on April 28.1998 in New Delhi. The 
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action plan to move the economy on a 
healthy trot included measures like 
mobilising idle investible funds, achieve 
30 per cent savings target, overhauling of 
Company's Act and Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act (FERA), National Housing 
Policy within 60 days, drawing up of 
export promotion schedule upto the year 
2005 AD, adopting transparent, non¬ 
discretionary and non-discriminatory 
policies governing Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI), deciding FDI proposals 
within 60 days, appointing a Task Force 
within .30 days to formulate draft National 
Informatics Policy and appointing a 
commission to review administrative laws, 
rules and regulations governing industry. 

Despite the assurance given by 
Congress Chief, Mrs Sonia Gandhi, who 
was also present at the function, that she 
would support the said economic agenda, 
nothing much has so far been done to 
translate the above agenda into reality. The 
Prime Minister had assured that he was 
committed to broaden, deepen and speed 
up liberalisation, and would adopt a 
carefully calibrated approach in respect 
of globalisation. The subsequent 
developments in the economy proved that 
the announcements of the Prime Minister 
were merely a politico-economic rhetoric 
and the government departments hardly 
look any tollow'-up action. 

First few' months of the current fi.scal 
year also do nrst offer any cheerful news. 
Infdct, the economy has deteriorated. 
Economic sanctions imposed by many 
countries have started to affect the 
economy. Growth rate, of the GDP is likely 
to be less than 5 per cent this year. Export 
growth rate, which was sluggish during 
the previous year, was negative during 
the first two months of the current 
financial year. Less production in most of 
the sectors has started increasing the 
pressure of demand. This, coupled with 


the bane of political uncertainty, has 
skyrocketed the price level of essential 
commodities and the rate of inflation is 
already around 8 per cent. If the current 
trends continue, the economy may well 
be heading towards a phenomenon called 
"stagflation", characterising stagnation in 
the economy, coexisting with higher rate 
I of inflation. Effect of higher inflation rate 
are already visible In the falling value-of 
rupee against US dollar, which is at its all 
time low. This would, in turn, make the 
capital imports more expensive, further 
fuelling the inflation. It appears that the 
government is busy in managing its own 
political survival and hardly has any time 
to pay attention to the management of the 
economy. 

Budgetary Blues 

A nnual budget is the reflector of 
economic policy followed by any 
government. Any economy which finds 
itself at the crossroads, has to carefully 
select the direction of its policy. Since 1991, 
the successive governments had been 
following a deliberate policy towards 
globalisation. But the Union budget for 
1998-99 seems to have adopted no 
direction at all. While excise duties were 
raised in many cases, these were proposed 
to be reduced in case of a few products 
and resultant gain of Rs 5009 crore was 
proposed. Except in case of certain 
commodities on which proposed 8 per cent 
hike in excise was withdrawn at the time 
of passage of the budget, most of the 
proposals have been adopted. At the same 
time, policy pertaining to custom duties 
was revers^. By these actions, it is not 
clear whether the emphasis are on reforms 
or simply on revenue generation. 

Another aspect which needs attention 
is the growing fiscal deficit. The, budget 
proposals pegged fiscal deficit at 5.6 per 




cent of the GDP and in absolute terms it 
was Rs 91,025 crore. But the fiasco on 
proposed one-rupee per kg hike in Urea 
prices, which was aimed at reducing the 
subsidy, has put an additional burden of 
Rs 600 crore. In addition, the cotdusion 
regarding withdrawal of the prices of 
motor spirit did not present a clear picture 
regarding lesser collection of revenue. 
R^uction in the excise duty of items like 
branded ghee, skimmed milk powder, 
sweets, namkcetis, packaged tea upto 100 
gms, fireworks, glazed newsprint and four 
specified dru^ for the treatment of AIDS, 
announced on July 17 at the time of 
passing the budget, would result in 
revenue loss to the tune of Rs 263 crore. 
There would also be slippages in other 
revenue targets. As a result, the fiscal 
deficit would certainly go beyond 6 per 
cent. It also implies that nothing much 
has been done to contain the fiscal 
deficit. 

A.S a smdeshi feature, undue reliance 
has been placed on the Non-Resident 
Indians (NRI) as a potential source ot 
investment in India. Knowing fully well 
that there may be a significant drop in the 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDl), and 
encouraged by the positive response by 
the NRIs to the nuclear tests, the Finance 
Minister has considered the NRIs to be a 
huge untapped potential for India's 
development. At present, NRIs are allowed 
to purdiase shares in the secondary market 
subject to a limit of one per cent of the 
company's total equity for individual 
NRIs. This limit was 5 per cent for 
aggregate NRI/OCB investment in a 
Company. The budget has enhanced the 
individual limit of NRI investment from 1 
per cent to 5 per cent and the aggregate 
limit for all NW investment in a company 
from 5 per cent to 10 per cent. In addition, 
procedures for NRI investment in the 
capital 'market are also proposed to be 
eased. A new scheme would soon be 
announced by the Unit Trust of Lidia (UFl) 
which will be open for subscription by 
NRIs, only in dollars, and would, in turn, 
be invested in the shares of Indian 
companies. 

The government expects to make up 
the fall in FDI from enhanced NRI 
remittances. To keep this source alive for 


future also, it has been decided to draw 
up a scheme for issuance of Persons of 
Indian Origin (PIO) cards for those Indian 
living abroad and having foreign 
passports. PIO card holders would also 
have the facilities like visa-free regime and 
certain special economic, educational, 
financial and cultural benefits. It has nut 
been estimated as to how much investment 
is proposed to be tapped from the NRIs 
this year. The experience has been that 
NRIs shy away from investing in India, 
concerned by cumbersome procedures and 
bureaucratic delays. It remains to be seen 
as to how successful this swadeshi card 
proves in enhancing the foreign 
investment in the county. 

The Ninth Plan Draft proposes to jack 
up the savings rate from current 26 per 
cent to the ambitious, 30 per cent. At the 
CD bash in New Delhi, the Prime Minister 
reiterated this objective, including it in the 
proposed 13-point action plan. But the 
Union budget failed to take any steps 
whatsoever to push up the savings. Going 
by these declarations, it was expected that 
the investment limit for exemption under 
Section 88 C of tlie Income Tax Act would 
be raised to at least Rs one lakh, 
encouraging the tax payers to save more. 
But there is no incentive to the tax payer 
1 to save anything beyond Rs 60,000. 
Moreover, no new schemes of small 
savings have been announced and there 
is no improvement announced in the 
existing ones. It is not understood as to 
how the saving rale would shoot up 
from the existing 26 per cent to 30 per 
cent. 

Uncertain Alternatives 

W HILE the previous efforts towards 
globalisation have come to a 
grinding halt in the garb of smdeshi, new 
miintras appear to be internal liberalisation 
and privatisation. The government has 
recently thrown open oil sector for oil 
exploration, terminating the monopoly of 
the government owned companies. 
Infrastructure, Insurance and hiformation 
Technology are three unportant sectors 
specifically identified for the privatisation. 
The Insurance sector has now been opened 
to competition from private Indian 


companies, with the proposal to convert 
the Insurance Regulatory Authority into 
a statutory body. The concept of Indian 
companies was, apparently, encouraged 
by the sioadeshi sentiments, but the recent 
indications are that the government may 
allow upto 26 per cent foreign equity in 
such private Indian companies. This 
sudden change in the direction of policy 
from swadeshi to “quasi-swadeshi" is also 
puzzling. 

One thing which goes to the credit of 
the government is its clear and bold stand 
on the PSUs. As a departure from the 
earlier policy of partial disinvestment of 
the government equity, it has clearly been 
stated by the government that except in 
case of strategic PSUs, the government 
equity would be brought down to 26 per 
cent. Even in the case of Indian Airlines, 
the government shareholding is proposed 
to be brought down to 49 per cent. The 
budget proposals also outline the 
improved Voluntary Retirement Scheme 
(VRS) to ensure that the retrenched 
workers get more attractive compensation. 
Whether this issue would be transferred 
to the Disinvestment Commission, or the 
decision of the government is final, is not 
clear as yet. 

In nutshall, the buzz word of 
privatisation alone may not work. The 
economic indicators of the economy are 
discouraging on all the fronts, exasperated 
by the rising inflation rate. A clear policy 
has to be adopted by the government to 
improve economic performance. The 
current pt»licv appears to ha^•c swamped 
between the privatisation and 
globalLsation. When most of the countries 
are moving towards globalisation, the 
protectionist policies in the guise of 
swadeshi may not bear fruits. To compete 
with the world, comparable and 
compatible policies have to be adopted. 
Globalisation is an irreversible process 
and had to be pursued vigorously to 
achieve the desired results. It is high time 
that the go\ernment accords high 
priority to its economic agenda, rather 
than remaining engrossed with political 
manipulations and survival. Afterall, 
economic performance is the true 
indicator of any government's overall 
performance. 
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ScHHiiisis vs Humanlsis 


There was euphoria in the air when the 
news came of India exploding its nuclear 
bombs, fust a few months later, that rapturous 
mood has turned into a critical one. The fact 
that Pakistan gai>e a fitting reply and India 
was ill-prepared for the consequences, showed 
that the decision was made out of political 
considerations, forced by over-enthusiastic 
scientists. No thought had been given to the 
morality of going nuclear. Then came a 
compelling essay by Booker Prize winner 
Arundhali Roy in which she questioned the 
wisdom of nuclear weapons. Nuclear scientist 
Abdul Kalam responded by asking people like 
her to protest against the nuclear powers 
instead 

This month, we debate both the sides of 
the question. There arc no winners in the 
nuclear debate, but the process of questioning 
shows the democratic nature of our country. 

Mr A India explode’d its nuclear 
bombs on May 11, 1998. There was 
jubilation in the air and newspapers 
reported that the average Indian had 
started holding his head high. There 
were pictures showing people dancing 
in the streets. All too siidilenly, the 
euphoria has turned into criticism. The 
country is isolated and docs not have 
any idea about how to deal with a 
sullen Pakistan: there has been border 
shelling, resulting in the death of many 
Indians living in border villages. In 
foreign policy, the country has gone on 
a huge damage control exercise but has 
failed. Ministers in the government have 
taken pains to show that the economic 
sanctions will not hurt us, yet there is 
no explanation as to why the rupee has 
crashed and why prices are going up by 
the day. The veil of morality that the 
country could lay claim to because of its 
non-violent tradition, has been shorn off. 
The Prime Minister felt compelled to 
reply to growing criticism when he had 


to justify the derision of going nuclear 
in his independence day speech. The 
words, however, rang hollow: if the 
bombs are never going to be used, what 
was the need of having them in the first 
phice? Should the country have not 
spent resources on modern trains and 
electricity plants, rather than opt for a 
50-year old technology, which tlic rest 
of the world was trying to get rid off, 
albeit unsuccessfully? 

MrB I know we arc facing 
problems, but 1 would like to .say that 
nuclear explosions have made the 
average Indian proud. We are 
surrounded by enemies and face a 
giave security risk because of the 
China-Pakistan axis. The bombs were 
needed for deterrence. Wo have shoivn 
the world that even India can do things« 
if it wants to. We cannot be pushed 
around any longer. Moreover, we have 
exposed the hypocrisy ot the world 
powers because tlicy have insisted that 
we sign the CTBT ’fhis means that only 
a select tew nations have the monopoly 
ol going nuclear. We hiive broken that 
monopoly I think India can now hold 
its head high We ha\ e alst) expt'sed 
Pakistan's nuclear designs and their 
link with China. This is hypocrisy at its 
worst—the world is unwilling to 
censuiv China for nuclear prolifi'ralion 
but has condemned India. So 1 think 
that the bombs were necessary'. 

Ml C I disagree completely with 
what you have said. Let us lake a look 
at your contentions one by one. The 
nuclear bombs have not made us more 
secure, but we are less secure today. 

They have not deterred Pakistan. If 
there is a war with that country, it can 
now blast our cities and cause immense 
destruction, which was not the case 


earlier. Even if India uses its bombs, 
they are going to have an impact on 
ourselves as well. So what security arc 
we talking about’ Arundhati Roy is 
right when she says that a nuclear war 
is a war against ourselves. It is a war 
against the earth, the very elements that 
keep us alive. Coming to what the 
average Indian feels, a nuclear bomb is 
nothing to feel proud about. 
International respect today is earned not 
by bombs but by economic strcngtli. We 
do not have that. Our performance in 
education, public health and similar 
fields is pathetic. Yet, we are supposetl 
to feel proud about somelliiiig which is, 
for all practical purposes, worthless 
because we will never use it. Third, let 
us lake the claim tliat the bomb is 
somehow a vicloiy for Indian science'. 
That IS really a myth, because nuclear 
technology is easily available today. 

MrD Comparing the two sImcs ot 
the picture, 1 teci that Arundhali Roy's 
is a voice of humanism. She h,is spoken 
what ordinary Indians feel, since 
npbody in the government ha>. cared to 
educate Indians about the conpulsions 
ol going nuclear. No official has tried to 
assuage the fears we feel about nuclear 
tests and radiation, except for such 
foolish advice as taking iodine pills. On 
the other hand, Abul Kalam has 
defended the decision to go nuclear by 
giving the usual arguments about 
strength, pride and perceived tlireats 
from across tlie border. His is the 
official voice. The Prime Minister and 
the President have also given llie 
official versions that India is committed 
to peace and will not use the nuclear 
weapons first. Which voice carries more 
wei^t, the official one or the human 
one? One ignores the individual 
altogether. The other ignores security 
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threats, both actual or perceived. 

Mr E i would say that the voice ot 
hunnanism certainly carries more 
weight. The official versions sound very 
unconvincing indeed. If we take the 
argument tliat Indui is committed to no- 
first-use, it implies that we will use the 
nuclear bombs after somebody else uses 
them on us, that is, after we are 
destroyed. So the no-first-use is 
practically a useless philosophy, apart 
from being highly unconvincing. If we 
take the argument that nuclear bombs 
were needed to deter the enemy, well, it 
has not deterred Pakistan Now, we 
must live in constant fear that some 
fanatic in Pakistan may choose to use 
the bomb. Remember that Pakistan has 
started wars in the past and even now 
is pmvoking India. The country is 
economically bankrupt and has 
declared a slate of emergency. Pushed 
to the brink, an army general may well 
start a w'ar once again to divert 
attention fmm the real issues, further 
fanatics can hardly be said to be 
deterred by anything. Suicide bombers 
have proved that some people neither 
care about thcm.sel\ es, nor about others. 

Mr A Let me say that I am one of 
those w'ho felt proud ot India going 
nuclear. But after reading both 
viewi»oinls, 1 am inclined to say that 
the decision to go nuclea’’ was taken 
w'ilhout considering what we might 
have to fme. Whether it was tlie 
economy, relations with neighbeuring 
countries, or foreign policy, nothing was 
considered. For instance, when 
economies around us are crashing and 
the country is itself facing a slowdown, 
did it make sense to go on nuclear 
adventurism? If we say that sanctions 
arc not hurting us, why air* prices 
increasing? The ordinary Indian, instead 
of feeling proud, has to bear the burden 
of misguided nuclear policy. There is no 
pride anymore because the struggle for 
existence is much greater. What do tlie 
scientists have to say about increasing 
prices? On the contrary, Mr Kalam has 
been critical of the voice of humanism. 
"Protest against the nuclear arsenals of 


the nuclear powers", he says, implying 
that Indian scientists should be left 
alone to do whatever they want to. This 
borders on scientific fanaticism. It 
shows that we are not very different 
fmm anyone else. It should be accepted 
that in a democracy, a debate is 
necessary, especially if it is a decision 
tliat affects everybody. Yet, wc are told j 
to shut up. I think that there are 
important issues which nobody wants 
to talk about One niggling doubt 1 
have is whether the nuclear bomb was 
tile most important thing on the BJP 
agenda. There is so much to be done in 
India. Yet, instead of addressing the 
many issues facing India, nuclear 
bombs are exploded. The message that 
the government .seems to be sending is, 

"If you don't have fcKid, eat bombs!" 

MrB Mavbc the nuclear bombs 
were not the most important thing, but 
I would say that they had their own 
importance. We ha\'e shown to the 
world Ih.iil we cannot be bowed down 
I bv pressure. We have successfully 
ehalletiged their hegemony. In the 
unipolar world that we have today, 
even this was essential. The US has 
become a global bully and thinks that it 
can dictate its own terms. Our nuclear 
explosions have shaken ail that. True, 
we are taeing some liardships today, but 
as patriotic Indians, wc should bear it, 
Today, India can hold its head high 
because v\c ha\e advanced technically 
without the help of any country. So we 
should not i ondemn scientists. After all, 
the country does need defence also A 
rich country would be an anomaly if it 
were open to attacks. We also have to 
accept that the changed world realities 
demand that we be well-prepared for 
all consequences. Whatever you may 
sav, China and Pakistan will think twice 
before attacking a nuclear State. Today, 
it seems to be a fashion to protest about 
anything. The Miss World contest had 
attracted many protests, now we are 
protesting about nuclear bombs. I think 
we should stop protesting and start 
doing something constructive. 

MrC You cannot, however, wash 


your hands of debate. True, India has 
exposed the hypocrisy of the Western, 
world and of US bullying. But at what 
cost? For a poor country, it does little 
credit to attack windnyills in otfier 
countries, it is also not correct to say 
that people are critical of nuclear tests 
for the sake of being critical. It is all 
very well to say that we should criticise 
the West but do tw'o wrongs make one 
right? If the Western powers are bad, 
would it serve any purpose by 
following them? Mr Kalam wants us to 
become a thief to catch a thief. That is 
surely wrong. The idea is clearly to 
mislead the people. I do not think that 
shows responsibility on their part. On 
the other hand, they are critical of those 
who raise a contrary viewpoint. 

MrD Well, viewpoints have been 
raised on both sides of the quesrion. It 
also has (p be accepted that debate is 
an integral part of democracy. Instead 
of criticising the voice of humanism, we 
should understand that it arises from 
human concerns, not simply to criticise 
the scientists. The nuclear bombs have 
not deterred anyone, nor will they 
deter Pakistan. There is no attempt to 
face the issues seriously. Almost all 
claims sound hollow; for example, 

India can still not claim to be a nuclear 
Slat". For that we have to go in for 
nuclear weaponisation and it is 
estimated that it will cost more than Rs 
40,000 crore. By exploding a few 
devices, we arc not strengthened in any 
way. One commentator was right when 
he said that India is a polytechnic 
claiming to be <i university. Given these 
realities, we do not have any reason to 
feel proud. Instead, we face giave 
dangers which have not been 
addressed. It is hoped that scientists 
and politicians realise these and try to 
make the world a .more secure place 
rather than make it a mission to 
expose the hypocrisy of the world, 
while self-destruction stares us in the 
face. 
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Choosing a career is a difficult matter, in 
the best of times. Add to this opinions of friends 
and parents, and the young person is caught 
up in a confusing situation where making a 
decision is almost impossible. VJe give here a 
model which can help young people to choose 
a career, gain competencies required for it, make 
decisions, set goals and take action. The decision 
for each individual is different, since everyone 
is a distinct individual. This model is helpful 
not only for freshers but also throughout one’s 
life. 

Choosing a career is a multi-step 
process. It involves gathering information 
on a number of things, the first being 
yourself. In the first step, therefore, gather 
information about yourself. You should 
develop an understanding of yourself, 
including your values, interests, aptitudc-s, 
abilities, personal traits and desired life 
style. You must also become aware of the 
relationship between self and occupational 
choice 

In the second step, individuals 
investigate the world of work in greater 
depth and narrow a general occupational 
direction into a specific one through an 
infoimed decision-making process. In the 
third step, individuals evaluate 
occupational ihoices and gain practical 
experience through internships, co¬ 
operative education, relevant summer 
employment, volunteer work and campus 
activities. In addition, more specific 
decisions about occupational choices are 
made. 

After this, an initial occupational 
choice is made in Step lour. Individuals 
prepare for and begin conducting a job 
search, or apply to graduate or professional 
schools. 

Self Assessment 

This step involves gathering 
information about yourself to make a 
decision about a career. By developing an 
understanding of self (values, interests, 
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aptitudes, abilities, personal traits, and 
desired life style) you should become 
aware of the inter-relationship between 
self and cKCupational choice. 

One can start by (a) Learning interests, 
abilities, skills, and work values, {b} listing 
accomplishments, (c) Understanding 
physical and psychological needs, (d) 
Assessing aspirations and motivation 
level, and (?) Deciphering personal traits 
and characteristics. 

As you begin to develop a better 
understanding of yourself, you will gain 
self-awareness, improve self-confidence, 
understand the importance of time 
management and also develop personal 
as well as professional management skills 

Some ways in which self assessment 
can be done are described here. For 
example, one can take exploratory classes 
or attend workshops for study skills, or 
join activity clubs or professional clubs. 
One must be careful that one should allow 
regular time for leisure, hobbies and 
friends and not get involved in work all 
the time. 

One should identify one's personality 
style and see wlwt one is best suited to. 
Also identify work values and gain a 
positive attitude. For instance, one should 
develop interpersonal skills in expressing 
feelings and ideas and interact with 
people. Self-defeating behaviour should 
be got over with. 

Academic and Career Options 

After you have completed your sclf- 
assessiuent, you must identify academic 
and career options available. This step 
allows you to investigate the world of 
work, narrow a general occupational 
direction into a specific one througii an 
informed decision-making process. You 
will begin to identify potential careers, 
gather information about those careers, 
and match the career information with the 
results from your self-assessment. 


Once this is done, one should learn 
about academic and career entrance 
requirements. Explore how and where you 
can get the education and training 
required. Identify institutes where you 
want to apply. Also assess job market 
trends and have a second plan ready, 
consisting of academic and career 
alternatives. 

Competency Areas 

It is important to improve 
competency all the times. One must gain 
research and investigative skills, practice 
decision-making, develop problem¬ 
solving skills and take up critical thinking 
exercises. 

One must also increase 
understanding of how abilities, interests, 
and values match career/academic 
requirementi 

To gain competency, one should 
interact with professionals, meet academic 
advisors and career counsellors, discuss 
with professors, or attend courses and 
workshops in areas where one can learn 
skills. Skills that can be thus acquired are; 
conununicalions, computer knowledge, 
foreign languages and international 
studies. A youngster must make it a point 
to attend job and career fairs, participate 
in the Study Abroad programme, or take 
up a part-time job. Students abroad are 
known to start small busmen’s in order 
to enhance their skills. 

The next step helps you to evaluate 
occupational choices and gain practical 
experience through internships^ co¬ 
operative education, summer jjobs, 
volunteer work and campus activities. You 
will begin to make more specific decisions 
about occypational choices. He(^ too, 
increase your competency level? by 
learning communication , and 
interpersonal skills. Confidence-building 
is very important .at this stage-.^Time 
management techniques should also be 



picked up. 

At this stage too, one should 
participaU! in the Alumni programmes of 
your college, work part-time or during 
sununer to acquire now skills and practice 
public speaking in classes or in 
organisations, tutor students in various 
subjects, or join a professional 
organisation. 

Ideal Life Style Inventory 

Mark each item that best describes 
how important these things are to you. 
This inventory is designed to help you 
identify values. It is not scored. 

Live in a House: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Live in a Rural Area: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Entertain at Home: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Spend Money: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Frequent Travel: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Have Many Possessions: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Have Lots of Money: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Live Close to Recreation: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Live Near Cultural Centres: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Access to Movies, Restaurants: Very 
Importiint Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Active Member in Community: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Time Alone: Very Important 
Moderately Important Not Important 
Access to Education: Very Important 
Modera'tely Important Not Important 
live Near Place of Work: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

Work Only for Money: Very 
Important Moderately Important Not 
Important 

’Once you have answered the 
questions above, you will be in a good 
position to select the job you want. Of 


course, it is not always possible to get a 
job that perfectly matches what you have 
in mind. 

Allow yourself to dream, fantasise, 
and have fun. Project yourself into the 
future, five to seven years from now. 
Imagine in a two-day time span what you 
would ideally be doing. Talk about where 
you would be living and who else might 
be there. Use as much detail as possible in 
your fantasy; the weather, lifestyle, co¬ 
workers, leisure .ictivities, responsibilities, 
etc. 

Meet professionals 

Now start finding out about your 
occupational prospects. Find out about 
the major duties and responsibilities 
involved, products made or services 
provided by this occupation, 
specialisation within the occupation and 
the tools used in the occupation. Find 
out also about the education, training or 
experience needed for the occupation. 
Match personal qualifications, skills, and 
abilities required for the occupation and 
fill in the gaps where you do not have 
such skilLs, such as typing or computer 
knowledge. 

Assess whether you like the working 
conditions: some jobs may require odd 
hours of duty or frequent travel. Are you 
up to facing these? Find out about future 
prospects and outlook for the occupation. 

I The normal methods of entry into the 
! occupation will bo found in newspapers 
j and magazines. Observe the people in 
j the occupation and see the personality 
! characteristics of typical people working 
j in it. Sales jobs, for example, require 
' extroverts and you should be able to 
j match your personality with what you 
j observe. 

I Make an informational interview 
questionnaire and talk to people in the 
occupation. The following questions could 
act as a guide. 

a) How did you get iitto this occu¬ 
pation/organisation? 

b) How did you become interested in 
this occupation/organisation? 

c) What entry-level jobs might qualify 
a person for diis field? 

d) What is the progression of jobs from 
the beginning to Ae top? 


CAREER 


p) What responsibilities and duties do 
you have in your work? 

f) Who are your customers? Who are 
your competitors? 

.i?) What essential abilities are needed 
to do your job well? 

h) What preparation, education, 
training, or background is required 
entrance into this field of work? 

i) What is the guiding philosophy 
of the organisation? 

/■) What personal traits, values, and 
interests are nece^ary or to succeed and 
advance in this (Kcupation/organisation? 

k) What are the major frustrations, 
annoyances, or sources of in the 
occupation/organisation? 

l) How much time do you spend at 
work? 

Meeting professionals helps a lot and 
clarifies many doubts in one's mind. 
However, it is necessary to know someone 
for honest answers. If you do not know a 
person, chances are that you will not be 
able to get honest answers. 

Matching skills with requirements 
The basic idea of the above model 
is to match one's skills with what is 
required for the job. Once an 
assessment is made, one will be better 
I able to know one's personality and 
I choose a career according!)-. Very often, 

' this is not done. Thus, people find 
I themselves in jobs in which they have 
I no interest in A person who has been 
I involved in books ail his life, is 
j suddenly asked to de,il with customers 
I or a person who has been an extrovert 
' may find himself in a banking job 
j where all he has to do is keep ledgers, 
j It is to avoid this kind of a thing that 
building inventory helps. 

At the same time, the model helps you 
assess the skills needed to work in certain 
careers. If you want to do management, 
for example, it is advisable to take up jobs 
so that one acquires confidence and also 
knowledge about the industry. This will 
also help in selecting the kind of industry 
that you want to work in. 

The model is not perfect, but gives 
invaluable pointers about one's 
penonality and indicates how to choose 
a career. 
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Model Paragnphs 


"Life, like poverty, makes strange 
bedfellows." 

—Bulwar U/tton 
Life, as we all know, is both 
bizarre and baffling. While performing 
our roles on the stage of this world 
many strange things happen. Our 
encounters with events and human 
being are as surprising as they are 
stimulating. One of the most 
memorable happenings of life that 
almost each one of us comes across, is 
a chance meeting or acquaintance with 
persons that are completely unknown 
to or unconcerned with our moorings 
and movements. Like poverty, life 
makes strange companions, that are 
both exciting as well as inexplicable. 
Since the future course of life is in 
nobody's hands, it is always difficult to 
predict or portend what the future I 
holds for most of us. Of all the i 

imcertainties that make the sum total | 
of life, making friendship or sharing | 
one's toys or sorrows, experiences or j 
anxieties with strangers, in the course i 
of life's journov or in some similar j 
situation, is n tact of life that we i 

cannot afford to repudiate. If poverty | 
is known for making queer friendships | 
or acqu intances, life in its splendour j 
and spectrum, shocks and surprises, j 
betrays much more unpredictable 
combinations and permutations. The 
beauty of life lies in its suspenses 
and the way we react to them. 

Many things that overtake us by 
surprise, add interest to life and 
make it an adventure of a rare type. 
Planned or pre-meditated friendship 
or association may be enjoyable but 
a companionship that takes shape 
without any effort or forethought, 
justifies the dictum that 'life makes 
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Strange bed fellows'. 

"Self-trust is the essence of 
heroism." 

— Emerson. 

Heroism embodies courage and 
conviction in a character that have their 
roots in self-trust and selflessness. 

Nothing stands by us through thick and 
thin as the asset of self-confidence that 
an individual possesses and displays 
when the opportunity arises to catch 
the bull by its horns. With self-trust as 
the most constant companion ot a man, 
he can embark upon the journey of life j 
witii success staring him in the face. 

Just as sun-shine is essential for growth 
and an all-round natural beauty and 
bounty, similarly self-trust is the most 
precious possession of a person's j 

personality. The essence of truth is j 
godliness and beauty in myriad 1 

manifestations and ^e essence of | 

human heroism lies in self-trust, that 
remains steadfast and supreme even in I 
the face of botli torture and temptation. | 
The heroes of life, now and in the past : 
are and have been men of sterling | 
character with self-confidence shining j 

like the light-house when persons i 

around are caught in the maze of | 

confusion and consternation and need | 
guidance from a clear head and 
contc.''.''plative conscience. Persons 
endowed with the supreme gift of self¬ 
trust are guided by the voice of their 
inner strength that confidence gives 
them. Those who depend upon their 
self and its self-propelling power of 
confidence, can tame the rivers and 
turn the tides in their favour. With self¬ 
trust, half the battle of life is already 
won by the fighter. 


"In adversity a man is saved by 
hope." 

—Menander 

Life is more a trying test than a 
tasty dish. Man's fate is written more in 
trials and tribulations and less in 
rewards. In adversity when a person-is 
caught in a state of uncertainty and all 
avenues seem closed the silver lining of 
hope not only removes the hall of 
gloom, but also offers a new lease of 
stamina and strength. The drooping 
spirits of a man in moments of adverse 
happenings are lifted and raised to new 
horizons by the hallowed touch of hope 
that sustains life. Without hope, mam's 
existence would have been an awful 
experience in all situations, good or 
bad, stimulating or sorrowful. Hope is 
such an anchor that steers clear the mist 
that overwhelms our emotions and 
unnerves our faith that adversity 
spreads around us. The saying 'hope for 
the best and prepare for the worst' is 
the only panacea that man needs to 
remember and practice all the time. 
There is nothing as friendly and 
fruitful as the instinct of hope that 
enables us to 'drink the bitter cup of 
life' and yet survive with hope as the 
most resilient resource of support and 
succour. When every other prop seems 
failing a man and even his own 
shadow appears deserting him, hope, 
like an invisible angel, appears and 
helps him overcome the dark clouds of 
adversity. To the cynic hope may 
appear a dupe and fear or failure a 
reality but to an ordinary mortal, Hope 
in life, is as pragmatic a possessip]f;as 
walking on legs and looWng into the 
future, both with excitement and 
expectation. « 
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Are you a person who won't be 
satisfied with the background 
jobs of life? And do you want to 
be in a position of authority or 
influence 

Then... you need the most 
impoftant altuatlon manage- 
mant skill there is: The skill of 
speaking English fluently... 

Yes... Smoothly and continu¬ 
ously.. Without hesitation... 

A worU-dass course 

Here's a vmrld-class course — 
the one and only. It helps you get 
the fluency power... So you 
can stop speaking English with 
difficulty... And start speaking It 
aaally... With your words flowing 
out... Freely... Spontaneously... 

Hot an onf/jiar]r course 

Nolo this- This is not an elemen- 
taiy or intermediate spoken 
English course... No...This is an 
advanced fluency course. It 
concentrates on fluency 
techniques... 

Fluency tecliniques... 

These fluency technlquaa heip 
you put spoken English tc real 
use: • They help you tell 
stories... Narrate events... 
Oescriba things... Take a stand 
and defertd it... And do a lot of 
things... With a fine flow of 


English. • They help you protect 
yourself weH... In career and 
media interviews... Meetings... 
Negotiations... Discussions... 

R: Pioneers ft Isaiiers... 

We were the Ural to start a cor¬ 
respondence course in spoken I 
English in India... And the first 
to design a course in fluency 
development.. And the ffrsf to 
study the role ol fluency as a 
situation management tool... 

Yes. We're India's fluency 
speelallata... 

Our learners... 

We're a national-level institute. 
We have learners from all parts 
ol India... And from abroad... 

Our past /earners Include Civil 
Service officers, Judicial 
officers. Commissioned officers. 
Advocates, Doctors, Journalists. 
Executives, Businessmen and 
candidates for superior tabs 

Act new... 

Don't forget this: People judge 
your quality and worth... from 
how Buently you speak English. 

So don’t just speak English 
— speak it fluently... 

jS^ For Booklet S Application 
Form, send us Rs. 15/-... by MO 
or PO-TODAY... HURRY... 
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Hw cnr Ready RedHHMr 


The Common Admission Test (CAT) 
conducted by the IIMs, attracts thousands of 
aspirants from all over the country. Fuelled by 
dreams of sky-hif^h salaries and comfortable 
jobs in multinational corporations, graduates, 
engineers and those working in organisations 
apply hoping to get admission. As there are a 
number of questions and doubts in the minds 
of readers spread all over the country, we 
publish here a CAT Ready Reckoner which gives 
all the essential information about the 
examination and answers somefrequently asked 
questions Keep it as a ready reference if your 
aim IS to join a management institute now or 
sometime in the future 

The Common Admission Test (CAT) 
conducted by the Indian Institutes of 
Management (IIMs) is one of the most 
coveted examination for people hoping to 
do management courses. Its importance 
has been growing over the years: with the 
opening of the economy, a large number 
of companies came into the country, 
pushing up salaries to mind boggling 
levels. Media hvpe has added to the 
popularity of the examination. 

The examination is conducted for 
admission to the IIMs, but a large number 
of other institutes too grant admission on 
the basis of scores obtained in CAT. The 
number ot such institutes has been 
increasing ove»' the years. Of course many 
institutes conduct their own tests, but if 
one is able to clear CAT, it means that one 
is eligible for a number of institutes. It may 
be kept in mind that not all institutes 
coming imder CAT are the good ones, so 
it is important to be selective while 
applying. 

Venue and Dale: CAT is conducted on 
the second Sunday of December every year. 
This year, the test will be held on December 
13, 1*198. It is held in the major cities of 
India, and the centres announced this year 
are: Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Bhopal, 
Bhubaneshwar, Calcutta, Chandigarh. 
Cheimai, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Jamshedpur, Kochi, Lucknow, Mumbai, 


Nagpur, New Delhi, Patna, Uruchirapalli 
and Vijayawada. The test is necessary for 
the PGDBM programmes fpr the six IIMs 
(Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Calcutta, Indore, 
Kozhikode and Lucknow) as well as the 
Fellow Programme conducted by the IIMs 
Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Calcutta, 
which is equivalent to Ph.D. 

Forms: The forms are available from 
August 24,1998 to September 26,1998 for 
Rs 800 at branches of State Bank of India 
all over the country. In exceptional 
circumstances, the CAT Bulletin can be 
obtained from In-charge Admissions, 
Indian Institute of Management 
Bangalore, Baimerghatta Road, Bangalore 
- 560 076 by sending a DD for Rs 850, 
latest by September 30, 1998. The 
completed application form should reach 
HMs by October 12,1998. 

Eligibility: The minimum eligibility 
criterion for admission to PGP is a 3 years 
Bachelor's degree or equivalent, in any 
discipline, recognised by the Association 
of Indian Universities/AICTE as eligible 
for post-graduate studies. There is a PGP 
with specialisation in agriculture at QM 
Ahmedabad for which the eligibility is 
Bachelor's or Master's in Agriculture. 
There is a computers programme, 
PGDCM, at IIM Calcutta for which 
shortlisted candidates have to take an 
aptitude test in Mathematics. 

Scholarships: Substantial need-based 
scholarships are available at IIMs. Some 
IIMs help in obtaining loans from financial 
institutions or banks. 

Other institutes: A number of other 
institutes shortlist candidates on tire basis 
of CAi' scores. Some of these institutes 
are: Management Development Institute 
(MDI), Gurgaon, Nirma Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad, TA Pai 
Management Institute, Manipal, Goa 
Institute of Management, and so on. If you 
want to apply to these institutes, you have 
to tick the box in the CAT form that asks 
you whether you want your scores to be 


sent to other institutes. You also have to 
purchase the application form of the 
respective institutes and submit them. 
CAT will only send the scores and IIMs 
have no part to play in the selection 
procedure of the institutes or in running 
of the programme. The quality of the 
institute should also not be judged by the 
fact that it accepts CAT scores. For that, it 
is advisable to go by the rating of the 
institutes on a scientific basis. One has to 
be selective in applying, because one has 
to pay each institute. It you apply to all 
the institutes, you may have to spend well 
over Rs 20,000! 

Plan of the Examination: The 
examination consists of objective-type 
questions. There are four sections: 
Mathematics, Comprehension, Verbal 
Ability and Data Interpretation. The level 
of Maths and English is of class 10. There 
is a fair amount of Reasoning in the pape., 

. so one must be well prepared. There are 
175-180 questions and the time limit is 2 
hours. One has- to attempt as many 
questions as one can. One gets one nurrk 
for every right answer but there is negative 
marking too in which 1/4 to 1/3 mark 
may be deducted for every wrong answer. 

What is the ideal score? The test calls 
for two things: speed and accuracy. On 
the basis of past experience, it can be said 
that one has to achieve a net score (after 
deducting negative marks) of about 120 
to get a call from the IIMs. This means 
that the number of attempts should bo 
about 140, giving less than a minute to 
solve every question, on an average. If 
there are too many wrong answers, the 
score is scaled down accordingly. It is also 
expected that for CAT-Allied institutes, the 
score may go down to about 100, though 
sometimes calls arc received if one is 
averaging about 90 or so. However, to be 
on the safe side, one must target a net 
score of 120 to be sure of a call froifitlMs 
and 100 for other institutes. 

When to start preparing? How early 
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you should start preparing depends to a 
large extent on your background. If you 
are good in maths and have been an avid 
reader, a six-month preparation has found 
to be enough. However, if you are an arts 
student and are out of touch with maths, 
a two-year preparation is required. Ideally, 
one should start preparations in the third 
year of engineering or second year ot 
graduation. One has to develop an 
analytical mind, which takes a long time. 
Engineers, on the other hand, have to 
concentrate more on English and Verbal 
sections. All aspirants should develop 
an outgoing personality as high scorers 
with bookish personality are usually 
rejected, no matter how high marks they 
may have. 

The Selection Process; The written 
test is just one hurdle that one has to cross. 
If one clears the test, one is called for a 
group discussion and interview. Tliis is a 
test of personality and one must be well 
aware of current issues. The preparation 
of this must start simultaneously and one 
must not wait for the call to start preparing. 
Many students do that cU)d fail in the last 
stage. Developing communication skills is 
of great importance if one is looking for 
admission to a good institute. 

How to prepare: One has to do the 
basics thoroughly. These can be done from 
Class 10 books. Candidates should 
develop a very good vocabulary and go 
through English granrunar. After getting 
fully conversant with the basics, one 
should do a number of two-hour, lull 
length tests. Follow instructions and arrive 
at scores which will give you a fair idea 
about where you stand. If one is not able 
to keep up tlie discipline of rcg\tlar tests, 
it is advisable to join some coaching 
classes. The addresses ol some of the belter 
known books and institutes arc given 
below; 

Books: A number of books for MBA 
preparation are available, though many 
have not been prepared witli due care. 
Students should refer to The C(WErrrK)N 
Master's Guide to MBA, to be published 
this year, which contains a quick review of 
cOjOcepts, a word-list and six tests 
containing actual questions asked m 
nwnagement entrance tests in the past 
years. It also contains a coupon for advice 


and interaction with maiuigement experts. 

Correspondence courses: 

1. Brilliant Tutorials, 12 Masilamani 
Street, T. Nagar, Chennai - 600 017. 

2. IMS, 1/45 Tardeo AC Market, 
Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 O.'W. 

Classroom coaching: 

1. DPCC Manchanda, with several 
branches in New Delhi. 

2. Mastermind, 1029 Sector 46 B, 
Chandigarh 160 047. Postal guidance, and 
a two-year programme is available. 

3. Brilliant Education, with branches 
in New Delhi and Chennai. 

Apart from these, a number of 
institutes have been started which offer 
"magic formulae" for success in CAT. 
These institutes have little credibility or 
success. Others claim to employ "IIM 
Professionals" in which some IIM 
graduates get together to offer part-time 
or full-time training. Usually, the teachers 
are fresh graduates, since it is doubtful 
that a person in a senior position in a 
multinational would give up his job to 
start a coaching centre. The success rate 
of such institutes is usually very low. It is 
better to visit an experienced teacher 
rather than a novice. The mushrooming 
of such institutes has, however, added 
an unnecessary hype to MBAs, since 
newspapers frequently write about 
them and their marketing is also 
aggressive. 

Develop your personality: Coaching 
classes are necessary because they help 
maintain discipline. At the same lime, it 
is important to realise that personality 
matters in the final selection. One is 
advised to read a lot, in terms of 
magazine:., books and journals. Manj 
students who have passed the CAT have 
written to us that- Tin- Compeiitidn 
Mastik was very helpful in their 
preparations, since it published regular 
Business GK. The management section 
is helpful to know the trends and the 
Question Box feature answers many 
doubts of students all twer the country. 
A regular reading of The Competition 
Master will certainly raise the level ot 
business awareness in a student, because 
it also carries regular features on business 


and economy. 

Do only engineers get taken? It is a 
fact that a high percentage of engineers 
apply and get selected in management 
institutes. However, it is not a rule that 
only engineers get taken. A good amount 
of arts and commerce students do 
manage to get admission too. There is a 
trend that people with some work 
experience are preferred over fresh 
graduates, so it may be advisable to work 
for an year or two after graduation. 
Again, freshers do get taken and it is not 
a rule that everyone with work 
experience will be chosen. 

Beyond CAT: It is good to aim high 
but one should also be realistic. Assess 
your capability on the basis of scores 
obtained. If you are not reaching close to 
100 despite your best efforts, start looking 
at other institutes which are equally 
reputable. These institutes conduct their 
own tests. In any case, it is advisable to 
spread risks and apply to a number of 
institutes just in case you cannot get 
through IlMs. Many institutes make tall 
claims and say that they are AICTE 
approved. One should be wary of such 
claims, because the AICTE lag is 
meaningless today. Among the better 
known iirstitutes for which one can aim 
for are; 

1. Narsee Monjee Institute of 
Management, Mumbai. 

2. Faculty of Managenwnt Sciences, 
University of Delhi. 

3. University Business School, 
Panjab University, Chandigarh. 

4. Rajasthan Managemert Ad¬ 
mission Test, for institutes in Rajasthan. 

5. Delhi School of Economics, Delhi. 

6. A few institutes under 
Management Aptitude Test (MAT) 
conducted by AIMA. 

7. Common lintrance Test (CET) for 
institutes in Maharashtra. 

Finally, it may be remembered that 
clearing the CAT is achievable, but calls 
for a lot of practice. Improvement of 
scores takes long hours of work and 
figuring out short-cuts. All sections are 
equally important. It is advisable to 
concentrate on maths but equal time 
should be spent on comprehension and 
verbal skills. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming 
examinations and opportunities. Institutes should send us 
information well in advance to be included here. Readers are 
advised to assess their own suitability and that of the institute 
before applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any 
course or institute. 

Communications 

PG Programme in Communications (2 years)— Eligibility; 
Graduation. Written test; CAT on December 13. Last date; 
December 15,1998. Apply to; Admissions Office, Mudra Institute 
of Communications (MICA), Shela, Ahmedabad - 380 058 with a 
DD for Rs 700. Also apply to CAT. 

Distance Learning 

1 . BA/B.Com/BBA/BCA/B.Sc/MA/M.Com— Eligibility; Pass 
in 10+2 and graduation for Masters course. No formaLqualification 
required under open university system. Apply to; Director, institute 
of Correspondence Education, University of Madras, Chepauk, 
Chennai ■ 600 005 with a DD for Rs 70. 

2. BBA/Bachelor of Mass Communication— Eligibility; 
Class 12 with minimum 45% marks. Last date; September 30, 
1998. Apply to; Registrar, GJ University, Hisar with a DD for 
Rs120. 

Management 

1. Common Admission Test (CAT) for 6 IIMs— To be held 
on December 13, i998. Eligibility; Graduation. Last date; October 
12.1998. Forms available at SBI branches on payment of Rs 800. 
Forms also available under exceptional circumstances from; In¬ 
charge Admissions, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore, 
Bannerghatta Road, Bangalore - 560 076 with a DD for Rs 850. 

2. PG Diploma In Management— Eligibility; Graduation with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test; CAT on December 13,1993. 
Last date; November 15,1998. Apply to: Admissions Oriice, Goa 
Institute of Management, Ribandar, Goa - 403 006 with a DD for 
Rs 600. Also apply to CAT. 

a PGDBM (Full time 2 years, part time 3 years)— Eligibility; 
Graduation with minimum 50% marks. For part-time, 5 years 
experience is required. Written test; January 3,1999 conducted 
by XLRI. Last date: December 15, 1998. Apply to; Admissions 
Office, Xavier institute of Management, Bhubaneshwar • 751 013 
with a DD tor Rs 800. Also apply to XLRI for test. 


4. PGDBA (Full time, 2 years)— Eligibility; Graduation. 
Written test; CAT on December 13,1998. Last date: December 5, 
1998. For admissions in campuses at Mumbai, Bangalore, 
Chennai, Warangal, apply to; Institute for Technology and 
Management, Post Box 5, Nerul, New Bombay - 400 706 with a 
DD for Rs 200. Also apply to CAT for test. 

5. PGDBM— Eligibility: Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% 
marks. Written test; CAT on December 13, 1998, Last date: 
December 11, 1998, Apply to: Chief Administrative Officer, 
Management Development Institute (MDI), Mehrauli Road, 
Sukhrali, Gurgaon - 122 001 with a DD for Rs 750. Also apply to 
CAT. 

6. PGDBM— Eligibility: Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% 
marks. Written test; CAT on December 13, 1998. Last date: 
December 31, 1998. Apply to: Admissions Coordinator, TA Pai 
Management Institute, Manipal • 576 119 with a DD for Rs 800. 
Also apply to CAT. 

7. PGDM— Eligibility: Graduates with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: CAT on December 13. Last date: December 1.1998. 
Apply to; Kirloskar Institute of Advanced Management Studies, 
Yantrapur, Harihar - 577 602 with a DD for Rs 750. 

8. PGDBM— Eligibility: Graduation. Written test: CAT on 
December 13. Last date: December 5,1998. Apply to: Institute of 
Integrated Learning in Management, Lodhi Institutional Area, Lodhi 
Road, New Delhi -110 003 with a DD for Rs 450. 

9. PGPM— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: CAT on December 13. Last date: January 15,1999. 
Apply to: Programme Director, International Management Institute. 
B-10 Qutab Institutional Area, Tara Crescent, New Delhi -110 016 
with a DD for Rs 700. 

10 PGDBM— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: CAT on December 13. Last date: January 15,1999. 
Apply to; Admissions Officer, Nirma Institute of Management, 
Chharodi, Sarkhej Gandhinagar Highway, Post. Ognaj, 
Ahmedabad • 382 421 with a DD for Rs 500. 

Essay Competition 

Essay Competition on 50th anniversary of Universal 
Deciaratlon of Human Rights— Open to secondary and higher 
secondary students. Word limit: 3000 words. Prizes; Rs 5000,4000, 
3000 and 5 consolation prizes of Rs 1000 each. Last date; October 
15, 1998. Apply to: Head, Department of Education In Social 
Sciences and Humanities, NCERT Sri Aurobindo Marg, New 
Delhi-110 016 
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BeiwndSiuilies Scene 


Expected Questions for forthcoming Mains examination 

Q. 1. Answer the following (Ansmr to each question should be v 
in about 150 words). tl 

(<i) Discuss the importance of the independence of judiciary a 
in a democracy. c 

(fc) How is the Governor of a State appointed in India? Does 
the manner of his ^pointment ensure his independent i( 
functioning? * ii 

Ans. 1. (a) In a democratic system, there has to be separation a 
of all functions of the government including legislative functions, r 

executive duties and judicial functions. As different from « 
monarchy, where all the three . . . .. . ... ■■■■!— 


functions used to emanate from This feature has been spec 

the monarch, in a democracy, candidates of Civil Services (h/ 
there is a clear demarcation of type of questions that are askec 
three functions and different the way these questions are h 
agencies are prescribed to previous issue incorporates the 
discharge these duties. The issue will also carry expected qu 
legislature is responsible for us any specific topic or questioi 
enacting various acts as per the in this feature. 
needs of the State and is 
comprised of members of 

Parliament at the Centre and memebers of legislative assemblies 
in the States. While the legislature frames the Acts, it is the duty 
of the executive to enforce and execute these laws. Pxixrutive 
comprises of the Council of Ministers and entire bureaucratic 
set-up working for them. The executive has not been provided 
^ith unbridled powers to enforce tlie laws and has to execute the 
laws in true spirit of the legislation. To keep a check on the 
enormous powers of the executive, separation and independence 
of judiciary is a pre-requisite in a democratic set-up. 1 he judiciary 
is supposed to interpret the lawj whenever there is any dispute 
and such interpretation of the judiciary is considered to be the 
final. 

Legislature has certain objectives in view while making any 
enactments. The executive authority, at times loses sight of true 
objectives and may try to execute tlie laws in a whimsical manner, 
which may infringe upon any individual's or group's rights. 
Since the judiciary has to interpret all the laws, in case the action 
of executive authority is challenged, it is imperative that the 
judiciary is allowed to fuiKtion in an independent manner, 


without any control of the executive or the legislature. In addition, 
there are many aspects on which the Acts arc silent. Such issu^ 
are left to the courts for interpretation, keeping in view the spuit 
of such legislations. 

In the modern democratic set-ups, judiciaries are usually 
kept independent. But the practice even in India, where judiciary 
is considered to be most free and independent, indicates that 
absolute independence of judiciary is difficult to be achieved, 
notwithstanding the provisions \nade in the Constitution to 
ensure it. Role of the government in appointment, promotion 

.... > 1 and transfer of *e judges of 


This feature has been specially prepared to help the aspiring 
candidates of Civil Services (Mains) examination have an idea of 
type of questions that are asked in the General Studies paper and 
the way these questions are to he answered. This issue like the 
previous issue incorporates the expected questions. November '98 
issue will also carry expected questions. Readers are invited to send 
us any specific topic or question that they would like us to include 
in this feature. 


y prepared to help the aspiring the High Court and the 

is) examination have an idea of Supreme Court lays serious 

the General Studies paper and limitations on the 

c answered. This issue like the independent functioning of 

oected questions. November '98 the judiciary. Other than this, 

ions. Readers are invited to send the judiciary in India is fairly 

lat they would like us to include independent. 

Ans. 1. (b) Under Article 
1.S8 of the Constitution, the 
Governor of a State is 
appointed by the President of India and holds his office during 
the pleasure of the President. A person to be appointed 
Governor of any State needs to be over 35 years of age and be 
a citizen of India. A person so appointed should not hold any 
office of profit and should neither be a member of Parliament 
nor a member of State legislature. But if a member of 
Parliament or Stale legislature is appointed as a Governor, he 
ceases to be the member on appointment. There is no bar on 
any person to be appointed as Governor for more than one 
tenure of five years. 

There are varying opinions about the manner of the 
appointment of Governor, vis-a-vis his independent functioning. 
Ihe arguments favouring an appointed Governor are: escape 
from unnecessary election, avoidance of conflict between the 
Governor and the Chief Minister, ensuring an outsider as a 
Governor in a State and retaining the control of the Centre over 
the States. But at the same time, there are reasons which favour 
an elected Governor, An elected Governor would know the State 
better and would be able to contribute more; and if the ruling 
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party at the Centre is different, there is usually a conflict between 
the Governor and the Chief Minister. In addition, when we have 
an elected President, we should also have an elected Governor. 
Moreover, the system of nomination of Governor is against the 
spirit of true federalism. 

The above systems have their advantages and disadvantages. 
Experience has shown that being a nominee of the Union 
Government, tl\e Governor may have to act as per the wishes of 
the Centre, which may hamper his own judgement and 
independence of opinion. Moreover, the Power of the President 
to recall or shift the Governor further strengthens this belief. But 
one major advantage accrued due to the Governors being 
outsiders is effective check over the disruptive and separatist 
forces. All facts considered, it appears that the present system of 
appointment may not be allowing independent functioning of 
the Governor but, at the same time, the system adopted by the 
Indian Constitution appears to be the best possible alternative 
under the existing circumstances. 

Q. 2. (a) Identify and analyse a few major management 
problems which the Indian public enterprises are facing today. 
In the light of your analysis, would you advocate privatisation 
of some of our public enterprises? (About 250 umds). 

(b) What is the rationale for decentralized planning in India? 
Discuss the obstacles that have stood in the way of such planning. 
(About 250 words). 

Ans. 2. (n) Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) arc very 
important part of Indian industrial Sector. Launched with the 
process of planning in the country, upto seventies these 
enterprises played a very crucial role in the economic and 
industrial development of the economy. The situation started 
changing gradually in the eighties. Prior to this period the 
performance of the PSEs was viewed alongwith their social 
objectives and social responsibility. But, with gradual decay 
and growing financial crunch, the government started 
evaluating their performance purely on commercial lines. 
During these years the problems faced by the management of 
PSEs also came to the forefront. 

Today PSEs are facing many problcnas. One of the problems 
is overstaffing, fhough employment generation was one of the 
objerlivcs of PSEs, yet, over the years, most of the PSEs have got 
plagued with the problem of cxces.** manpower. Ihis problem, on 
the one hand, is costing heavily to the PSEs, on tlie other, is also 
breeding inefficiency and lethargy. Financial crunch is yet another 
problem. The government is wary of providing huge doses of 
budgetary support to the PSEs. These enterprises have been 
asked to generate their own resources for day to day expenses, 
as well as expansion and marketing plans. Undue delays in 
decision-making is yet another managerial problem. 
Government enterprises are supposed to follow prescribed 
rules and procedures in their business operations. There are 
laid down levels at which particular decisions could be taken. 
In many matters, after the approval of the Board of Directors, 
approval of the Administrative Ministry or the Finance 
Ministry is required, which results in undue delays. Another 
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problem is lack of properly-trained and professional 
manpower. Even in case of technically and professionally 
trained manpower, lack of concurrent training has made them 
obsolete. 

The government, from time to time, has been taking steps to 
solve the management problems of the PSEs. While a system of 
MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) was introduced a few 
years ago, disinvestment of government equity or privatisation 
has been resorted to as a measure to bring effectiveness in the 
management. It was expected that the induction of private equity 
would ensure private control and management of PSEs, which 
would, in turn result in more efficiency in business operation 
and managerial decision-making. The concept of public sector 
was introduced at a time when their presence was essential for 
the development of the economy. But, under the present 
circumstances the government has rightly decided to privatise 
the PSUs. The present government has gone one step ahead by 
announcing that the government equity in non-strategic PSEs is 
to be reduced to 26 per cent. Under the highly competitive world, 
it is essential that every enterprise should either be able to sustain 
itself or it has no right to exist. Hence, the policy of PSE 
privatisation is a welcome step, which would strengthen Uiese 
enterprises in the long run. 

Ans. 2. (b) After the independence, Indian policy-makers 
adopted the policy of five-year plans and an apex body in the 
form of Planning Commission was set-up to execute and monitor 
the process of economic plannuig in the country. Till recently, the 
Plans were prepared at llic national-level and were given to the 
States for execution. But during the previous decade, the concept 
of decentralised pl<aining came to the fore. It was realised that 
local needs must be considered while making development plans. 
Hence, the States were asked to frame their own plans, considering 
tlie resources available and felt needs. During the past one decade, 
the concepts of district and block-level planning have been much 
talked about. While the block level planning is still at the infaiKy 
stage, many States have adopted the district-level planning. The 
rationale behind such decentralised planniiig is that no plan is 
responsive if it does not take into accoimt the felt needs at the 
IcKal level. While in one district, more funds may be required for 
providing sate and potable drinking water to the people, in other 
district the problem may be that of road communication and 
.more funds may be required for this purpose. Decenlraiised 
planning also provides flexibility of changing the sectors or 
schemes at the Iwal level. 

There are, however, several obstacles in the way of 
decentralised planning. First and foremost is the Lack of will at 
the Union-level to dispense with their authority. As a basic human 
tendency, no one likes to delegate the powers held by him. The 
same logic is a main hurdle in the decentralized planning process. 
Secondly, while there arc small planning departments in every 
State, there Ls hardly any planning cell at the districts, what to 
talk of the block headquarters. Even when planning has been 
decentralised to the district-level, not many districts in the country 
resort to preparation ot a proper district-level plan and allocations 
are made to the development schemes by the District Collector 
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at his own level. At the block-level, in most of the States, not a 
single planning expert has been posted for preparation of a block- 
level plan. Lack of requited funds is yet another obstacle. While 
the needs are many, the financial resources are limited and it is 
not possible at the district level to make judicious allocations to 
the priority sectors. In addition, there are political pulls and 
pressures at the local-level, which do not allow the district-level 
planning machinery to function independently and in a fair 
maimer. 

Notwithstanding these obstacles, the local-level 
decentralized planning has caught the fancy of the people and 
politicians. Decentralised plaiming is here to stay and with the 
passage of time, the obstacles and problems of decentralised 
planning are bound to be removed and this aspect is going to 
emerge as one of the most important disciplines of the entire 
planning process. 

Q. 3. Answer four questions from Group A, three from Croup 
B and three from Group C. (Answer to each question should be in 
about 25 VKirds). 

Group A. 

(a) Name the direct and indirect taxes levied by the 
Government of India. Which of these yields the highest amount 
of revenue? 

(b) What is the minimum wage? Is there any such provision 
in India? 

(c) What are lead banks? 

(d) What is shifting cultivation, and where is it carried on? 

Group B. 

(c) What do you understand by "Zero Hour" in the conduct 
of business in Parliament? 

(/) Why is India called a Republic? 

(?) State the privileges of the members of the Parliament. 

Group C. 

(//) Wliat are the harmful consequences of excessive noise? 

(/) Advances in bio-lechnology have led to creation of new 
micn)-organism.s previously unknown in nature. What are their 
uses? 

(/) What is ozone depletion? 

Ans. 3, (fl) While income tax (including personal and 
corporate tax) is the main direct tax levied by the goveriunent of 
India, indirect taxes are the custom duties and exci.se duties. 
Indirect taxes, particularly the excise d uty forms the highest yield 
of revenue to the government of India. 

(f>) "Minimum wage" is the minimum daily wage payable 
to any person by his employer. Such wage is statutorily required 
to be paid. While wage above the minimum wage can be paid, 
no wage less than the minimum wage can be paid. In India, there 
is a provision in the Directive Principles of the State Policy that 
the State should strive to provide minimum wage to workers. 
Miiumum Wages Act prescribes payment of minimum wages to 
the worke{;5 and provides for penal clauses in case of failure ot 
the employer to do so. 


(c) In every district of the country, one of tire nationalised 
baidcs are designated as the lead banks. Lead bank, as the name 
suggests, is supposed to cater to most of the banking needs of the 
district, draws up the credit plan for the district, coordinates 
with the other banks operating in the district and closely associates 
with the development administration. 

(d) Also called "Jhoom" cultivation, shifting cultivation is a 
concept of agriculture where, after cultivation of a particular 
piece of land for a particular period, the cultivation is shifted to 
die other place to get best out of the fertility of land. This type 
of cultivation is resorted to by the tribals in the north-east, 
particularly in the State of Assam. 

(f) Zero hour is one-hour period after the question hour 
when the members of the Parliament may raise any issue of 
national importance ih the Parliament. This hour starts at 12 
O'clock at noon during the parliamentary session. 

(f) India is callcri Republic because source of all authority 
under the Constitution is the people of India and there is no 
subordination to any external authority. In other words it means 
government by the people and for the people. 

(?) Privileges of the Members of Parliament are freedom of 
arrest in Civil cas»s, freedom from attendance as witnesses and 
freedom of speech for anything said within the walls of the 
Parliament. Collectively as a House, the members have the 
privileges like right to publish deflates, right to exclude others, 
right to regulate the internal affairs of the House, right to publish 
Parliamentary misbehaviour and riglit to punish members and 
outsiders for breach of its privileges. 

{/() Excessive noise is also referred to as noise pollution. 
Noises beyond 60 decibel causes pollution and in the long run 
may result in impaired hearing. Noises beyond 100 decibel can 
cause severe loss to the hearing capability of human beings. 

(i) New Micro-organLsms of biotechnology can be used for 
embryo transfer technology, hormone production, development 
of vaccines, gene therapy, better preservation of food, production 
of chemicals from agriculture wastes, biodegradation of man¬ 
made chemicals etc. 

(I) Ozone is a form ot Oxygen that is present in earth's 
atmosphere in small quantities. Lrx-ated about M) km above the 
surface of the earth, it provides a shield against the lethal ultra¬ 
violet rays of the sun. The Chlorine contained in Chloro Fluro 
Carbons (CFCs), used as propellants in aen>sols and as refrigerants 
and coolants in airconditioners, are mainly n*sponsible for ozone 
depletion. 

Q. 4. Answer the following in about 150 words each: 

(a) What were the main features of the Act of 1935? What 
was Jawahar Lai Nehru's reactions to the Acf^ Why did he contest 
the elections of 1937 and with what effect? 

(b) Trace the progress of women's education from the early 
days of British Rule to the year 1947. 

Ans. 4. (a) The Government of India Act of 193.5 liad several 
features, which were later adopted by the Constituent Assembly 
with slight modifications, while there were others which were 
excluded. One of die important features was establishment of an 
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all India Federation. The Federation was to be based on a union 
of provinces of British India and Princely States. There was to be 
a bicameral federal legislature in which the States were given the 
disproportionate representation. Representatives of the Princely 
States were not to be elected by people, but appointed by the 
rulers. Resultant voting right was given only to 14 per cent people 
of the country. The Central legislature was not given any real 
powers and Defence and Foreign Affairs remained outside its 
control. Governor-General retained special control over many 
subjects. The Governor-General and the Governors were to be 
appointed by the British government. Provincial Autonomy was 
announced for the States. The powers of State assemblies were 
increased and they could control all the departments in the 
province. But even in the States, the Governors enjoyed special 
powers and could strike down any Act of the State legislature. 
Individual judgement and discretion granted to the Governor- 
General and the Governors denied any real power to the people 
and the Act could not satisfy the aspirations of the nationalist 
leaders. 

Indian National Congress, in particular, criticised the Act 
severely for its rigidity, lack of anything new to offer and failure 
to provide dominion status. In line with the stand of the Congress, 
Jawahar Lai Nehru also criticised toe Act for the special powers 
granted to the Governors and Governor-General on the one hand, 
and lack of real powers with the people and legislative assemblies, 
both at the Centre as well as in the provinces, on the other. He 
described it as "a machine with strong brakes and no engine". It 
was condemned as "totally disappointing". Although the party 
was fully opposed to the Act, yet it decided to contest elections 
in 1937, with the aim of showing to the people as to how defective 
toe Act was. Federal part of the Act was not implemented and 
elections took place for the provinces only. The Congress swept 
the poll and got clear majority in most of the Provinces. Initially— 
the number of provinces with Congress governments was six, 
which later rose to seven. These governments remained in place 
upto 1939, but after the break-down of second World War, 
Congress Ministries resigned due to the differences with toe British 
government. 

Ans. 4. (b) For centuries, women in India were a depressed 
lot and were subordinated to men. Various religious and personal 
laws under them consigned women to a status inferior to that of 
men. Traditional view glorified status of women as wives and 
motoerr but as individuals they were subjected to a lower social 
status. Their talents were not allowed to flourish in the traditional 
Indian society and the benefit of education was denied to most 
of them. Many individuals and reform societies tried hard to 
spread education among the Indian women. During the 19th 
century, the education as such was very inadequate in India. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, during the first half of 19to century, did 
a lot of spadework for restoring better status for women. He 
initiated the process for enrolling toe women in schools. But it 
was left to the worthy successor to Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar 
Chander Vidyasagar to accomplish toe unfinished task in the 
latter half of toe 19to century. 

Due to great deal of prejudices against women's education, 
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earlier efforts in 1821, made by missionaries, towards women's 
education had not been very successful. Similarly, Bethune School 
also faced many problems in enrolling women for studies. Many 
a times the parents of the school-going girls were subjected to 
social boycott. Similarly, student's Literary and Scientific Society 
also tried hard in this field. In 1851, Jyotiba Phule and his wife 
started a school for women in Pune and later many other schools 
came up. Later, Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi also 
championed the cause of gender equality and worked towards 
women education.. 

Q. 5. Answer the following: (Answer should be in about 150 
mrds). 

What was the rationale of the Mahalanobls Strategy of 
economic growth? 

Ans. While the First Five Year Plan was basically a 
rehabilitation plan for resettlement and rebuilding of the nation 
due to the aftermath of the Second World War and partition, the 
real planning actually started with the Second Five Year Plan. 
The then Prime Minister, Jawahar Lai Nehru, was highly 
impressed with the five-year plan model adopted by the erstwhile 
USSR, laying significant emphasis on heavy industrialisation. 
Eminent economist Mahalanobis prepared the model of the 
second Five Year Plan which, like the USSR model of planning, 
placed emphasis on industrialisation and more particularly on 
heavy industrialisation. ITus concept of industrialisation also 
came to be known as Nehruvian Model of economic de\'elopment. 
Since the private capital was not coming forward to invest in toe 
projects which needed heavy capital investment with very long 
gestation periods, tois gave rise to the concept of public sector 
investment and gave birth to the concept of mixed economy. 

The rationale behind the Mahalanobis strategy of economic 
growth was that the industrial sector is known to have higher 
growth potential and heavy doses of public investment in 
heavy industrialisation would result in higher growth rate of 
the economy. Higher capital investment would also result in 
high degree of multiplier and accelerator effect in the economy, 
multiplying the income generation manifold. Moreover, heavy 
doses of investment would also stimulate the other sectors 
like agriculture, service sector, transport and infrastructure. ^ 
As a result the growth rate of the economy is expected to be 
quite high and there would be a general increase in the income | 
levels. I 

Q. 6. Answer the following: (Ansuoer should be in about 150 
mrds). 

What measures have been taken by the government of India 
to attract direct foreign investment, as part of the new strategy 
of industrial development in India? 

Ans. After the adoption of the process of structural reforms < 
in India in 1991, one of the priority areas has been the external ' 
sector. It was believed that unless the extemalsector was reformed, 
it will not be possible to implement the new econonuc policy 
vigorously. One of the pre-requisites to achieve toe targets set 
was to have higher rate of private investment in toe economy, 
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more particularly the foreign direct investment. Foreign 
investment has several advantages over private investment. Being 
an external source of investment, it adds significantly to the overall 
economic activity in the country. In addition, it facilitates 
induction of state-of-the-art technology and improves the 
productivity, and at the same time opens new avenues for higher 
exports, particularly in case of export-oriented units and joint 
ventures. 

Several measures, over the years, have been adopted by the 
government to attract such direct investment as pari of industrial 
development policy. One of the major steps was the introduction 
of full convertibility of Indian rupee on the current account. In 
addition. Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), now 
proposed to be replaced by Foreign Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA), was amended and made less stringent with a view to 
rase the procedure for foreign exchange traiwactions. Taxation 
laws have been amended and tax rates have been reduced to 
bring them at par with the international standards prevailing 
elsewhere in the world. Licencing requirements for many 
industries were done away with and procedures relating to foreign 
investment and joint ventures were eased significantly. The 
government is working hard to remove the existing infrastructure 
bottlenecks and the area of infrastructure development has been 
accorded a very high priority in recent times. 

Foreign direct investment has really paid dividends and 
during the past about three years, tlte average investment per 
yeaiji^s been around $ 2.5 billion every year. When compared 
to the foreign investment in other Asian countries like China and 
South Korea, the amount may appear to be very less, but 
nevertheless, this type of investment is an important source of 
funding to fill the gaps of domestic investment. 

Q. 7. The following table gives the distribution of scores 
obtained by 500 students in an examination. 

Score No. of Students 

0-9 20 

10-19 28 

20—29 52 

30-39 86 

40-49 128 

50-59 76 

60-69 59 

70-79 26 

80-89 17 

90-J00 8 

Calculate (assuming that the number is uniformally 
distributed within each interval): 

(i) The score below which lie the score of half of the total 
number of students. 

(ii) The passing score if 20 per cent of the students fail, 
(itf) The percentage of first ^visioners (getting score of 60 or 

more). 

Ana. Before calculating the given questioiu, we have to re¬ 
draw the table with cumulative frequency for 500 students as 
under: 


Score 

No. of students 
(F) 

Cumulative 

frequency 

0-9 

20 

20 

10-19 

28 

48 

20-29 

52 

100 

30-39 

86 

186 

40-^9 

128 

314 

50-59 

76 

390 

60-69 

59 

449 

70-79 

26 

475 

80-89 

17 

492 

90—100 

8 

500 

(0 The score below which lie the score of half of the total of students: 

Total students 

500 

• 

Half students 

250 


186 students got upto 39 score 


Interval of 40 to 49 has got students 

No. of students required to make 50% = 

= 150 - 186 a 64 

As 64 is just 50% of the students in interval = 40 to 49 


These students got the score of hglf the interval = 44 
Hence half of the total number of students got a score of 
44 or below. Ans. 

(ii) Passing score if 20 per cent students fail. 

20 per cent students = ?Q = 100 
100 . 

As per the cumulative frequency, 100 students got upto 29 marks. 
Hence all the students getting upto 29 marks failed. 

Thus passmg score is 29 + 1 = 30 marks. Ans. 

(lii) Percentage of first divisioners getting score of 60 or more. 
As per the cumulative frequency 390 students got upto 59 
marks. 

Hence the students gelling 60 or more marks 
500 .390 = 110 students 
Thus the percentage of such students 

= 10*^ = 22 per cent Ans. 

500 ^ 
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Before Independence 
The long array of events which took 
place during the months of October, in 
the pre-independence history of India, 
include: release of stamps for half anna 
and one anna on October 1,1854, 
passing of Benaras Hindu University 
Act on October 1,1915, pronouncement 
of death sentence on Bhagat Singh, Raj 
Guru and Siiklidev in I^hore 
Conspiracy case on October 7,1930, 
inception of Air Force (RIAF) in India 
on October 8,1932, introduction of 
School Broadcasting as a regular service 
by the AIR on October 3, 1938, decision 
of the league to join Interim 
Government on October 15,1946. 

In this section, we shall focus on 
Mahatma Gandhi's Pre-RTC meets and 
dates with Broadcasting. 


Pre-RTC Meets 

In October 1931, Mahatma Gandhi had 
a hectic schedule of meetings in I.ondon 
before participating in the Round Table 
Conference. For inslancc, on October 1 
he met Aga Klian and other Moslem 
delegates to disi'uss communal 
settlement. On October 2, his 63rd 
Birthday was celebrated at Kingsley 
Hall and the same day he presided over 
informal Minorities Committee meeting 
at St James Palace. On October 8, at the 
nintli meeting of the Minorities 
Committee, Gandhiji confessed failure 
to secure an agreed solution of 
communal quretion. Bi'sides, Gandhiji 
trxrk every opportunity to address 
various bodies to share his vision. 
Notable has been his address to the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
at Chatham House on October 21. In his 
address, Ciandhiji stressed that the 
foremost thing the future State of India 
would do would be to cut down 
expenditure on civil as well as military 
accounts. 


Crises in Broadcasting 
The fear expressed about financial 
viability of Indian Broadcasting 
Company surfaced prominently in 
October 1928. The five senior most 
members of staff had been demanding 
an increase in their salaries. Their 
demands included salary of £ 2(XX) a 
year for the General Manager, Rs 2000 a 
month for Chief Engineer, besides 
increase in car allowance, free medical 
attimtion. On October 1,1928, 
resignations were forwarded by Joint 
Presidents of the Programme Advisory 
Board Calcutta on account of 'lack of 
funds' for running programmes. Later, 
on October 10, the top fives in IBC also 
submitted their resignations. 


After Independence 

The months of October had its due 
share of epoch-making events in the 
post-independence history of India. 
Prominent amongst these include; 
establishment of direct Radio link 
between India and Indonesia on 
October 5, 1950, inauguration of Vivid 
Bimrti programme on October 3,1957,6 
Sikh Light Infantry's winning the Battle 
of Kalidhar on October 5, 1965, Atal 
Behari Vajpayee addressing the UN 
General Assembly in Hindi on October 
4,1977, Rajiv Gandhi escaping an 
attempt on his life at Raj Ghat on 
October 2,1986, launching of Project 
Biosphere 11 on October 2,1991. 

In this section, we shall focus on 
Accession of J & K and some epiKh- 
making events from the 'world of 


Accession of J & K 

Initial reservation and indecisiveness on 
the part of Maharaja of Jammu and 
Kashmir led to the signing of Stand-still 
Agreements. Pakistan did sign the 


agreement but with an ulterior motive. 
On October 15,1947, new Prime 
Minister of J & K, Mr Justice Mehr 
Chand Mahajan complained to the 
British Prime Minister that the 
Government of Pakistan had broken the 
Agreement. On October 18, a protest 
was sent to the Governor-General and 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan against 
breach of Agreement. Notably, in his 
reply the Governor-General of Pakistan, 
Mr M.A. Jinnah, protested against the 
tone and language of the 
communication. Then, an all-out 
invasion of Kashmir started on October 
22, and on October 24 the raiders 
captured tlie Mahura Power House 
which plunged Srinagar in darkness. 
Compelled by the critical situation. 
Government of India received an 
appeal from Maharaja of J & K on 
October 24. Following hectic 
negotiations on October 25 and 
October 26, Indian Cabinet agreed to 
accept the accession of the State ind 
sent the army on October 27 to defend 
the State. 

Women Era 

Indian women registered some 
epoch- making events during the 
months of October. For instance, on 
October 5, 1953 a 50-year old Jain 
woman Jawalbcn died on the 130th 
day of 'self-purification fast'. On 
October 2, 1963, Sucheta Kripalani 
was sworn in as Chief Minister of UP 
and she became first-ever woman 
head of any State in India. On 
October 17,1979, Mother Teresa was 
awarded Nobel Peace Prize. On 
October 5, 1989, Kuntari Meer? 
Fathima Beewi, retired Judge of 
Kerala High Court, was appointed 
Judge of the Supreme Court and she 
became the first woman, th^t too 
after retirement, to be appointed 
Judge of SC. 
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Deafening Decibels 


W EBSTER defines noise 
as "a sound... that lacks 
agreeable musical quality or 
is noticeably loud, harsh, or 
discordant." 

"Silence" is normally 
around 25 decibels. Pain is 
inflicted (depending on the 
quality and pitch of the sound) 
at about 120 decibels. Severe 
pain and temporary loss of 
hearing are inflicted after only 
a few minutes at 140 dec ibels 
or a few seconds at 150 or 
more decibels. 

Daily, in cities, one hears 
horn blasts, squealing tires, 
screeching brakes, numbling 
trucks and trains, blaring 
television sets and transistor 
radios, the roar of automobile 
engines and jet planes the 
throaty growl of motor-cycles 
and blaring loudspeakers. 

Noise has indeed become 
omnipresent. And as millions 
more crowd into the world's 
sprawling urban areas - 
wherc the problem is 
greatest—noise pollution 
threatens to escalate rapidly. 

The subtle physiological 
and psychological side effects 
of noise are drawing special 
attention now. Probnged high 
intensity noises have been 
found to result in loss of 
hearing and even total 
deafness. Ulcers, severe 
headaches, stomach upset, 
aggravation of allergies and 
asthma and heart conditions. 


insomnia, and emotional 
breakdown arc, in certain cases, 
attributable to too much noise! 

A sudden door slam has 
been shown to raise man's 
blood pressure four times, 
higher than the reacticm from a 
shot ot morphine. The quantity 
of blood pumped by the heart 
may double imdcr the stimulus 
of even the sound ot a baby- 
crying. The increased oxjgen 
consumption that comes with 
rising blood pre.ssure rc'sults in 
exhaustion and nervousness. 

The cumulative cttect of 
noise may cause increasing 
irritability, anxiety, or a sudden 
emotional outburst. The latter 
reaction is typified by the man 
who comes home after a tcn.se, 
harrow'ing dav in a noisy office. 
The home, he finds, is also 
noisy, with the television 
turned up loud and the 
children running around, 
alternatively laughing and 
crying. 

The harried man 
impulsivelt reacts in wrath at 
Ihe accumulated lacket The 
evening meal is subsequently 
very unpleasant. 

Prolonged subjection to an 
unpleasant noise, or even a 
pleasant sound which is too 
loud or which comes at the end 
of harrowing day, can lead to 
mental disorganisation. 

Experts also blame noise, 
in part, for the increased 
consumption of alcohol, drugs. 


tranquilizers and sleeping pills 
in advanced nations. These 
people are turning to-these 
escape commodities, in part, as 
an attempt to drown out or 
"turnoff" the noises they don’t 
want to hear. 

Noise has steadily 
increased even inside the 
home. Background noise 
reaching into the home from 
the outside environment has 
risen from 20 to 45 decibels in 
the past forty years. 

Add to this the 
introduction of new appliances 
and labour-saving machinery 
used in the modern home. Well 
furnished modern hon\c may 
have as many as 10 gadgets 
that make noise. 

The noisiest place in the 
home is the kitchen. Today's 
automated kitchen often 
reaches a decibel level ot 80— 
the same as the noise level 
made by lieavy iratfic. With a 
tan, grinder and juicer going 
all at once, the decibel level 
nuiy go to 1(X). 

No wonder the average 
housewife often feels "on 
edge", jittery, fatigued and 
frustrate 1. 

Young people may 
disbelieve it, but highly 
amplified rock 'n' roll music is 
damaging to their hearing. The 
young who either play or listen 
to KKk 'n' roll music at high 
intensity levels may pay a price 
in terms of eventual r^uction 


of hearing. 

At teen-age rock parties, 
they complain afterward'of 
ringing in their cars. And 
ringing in the cars is a 
warning sign of potential 
hearing loss. 

"It is quite possible", says 
an expert "that due to modem 
amplified rock 'n' roll music 
we are raising a nation of teen¬ 
agers who will be hard-of- 
hearing before they reach what 
they consider old age (30)." 

The mushrooming noise 
pollution problem has 
spurned some attempts to 
control it. Many industries are 
working on toning down the 
clamorous sound of their 
operations. Some cities are 
developing noise abatement 
devices, particularly in relation 
to the regulation of aircraft 
(light pallerns or the location 
of airports. 

As long as man continues 
to push production, to 
industrialise, to worship the 
gross national product, there 
appears to he no human 
solution to the mountmg noise 
pollution crisis. 

It is dear that the basic 
problem is essentially 
incurable; noise is an 
unavoidable price we must 
pay for a machine civilization. 
It is one more facet of the 
awesome environmental crisis 
threatening to overwhelm 
mankind. 
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Best AU to Sood Willing 


“Poetry is creative expression, prose is 
constructive expression." 

—Herbert Read 

If you cxspirc to write, you have often 
found yourself stuck for want of words. 
You have the idea but you cannot clothe it 
properly and you torment yourself into 
proper expression. 

On other occasions, you find 
yourself in a similar predicament for a 
different reason: you have the 
"meaning" but you do not have the'right 
word for it. 

In both the cases, the result is 
frustration and wastage of effort. Your 
talent fails to fructify. You give up. In the 
former case, tlie idea goes abegging and 
is finally dropped. In the latter, you dress 
it up in wrong words and earn poor 
marks. 

This is avoidable. You have to explore 
the fascinating world of words. Words are 
the vehicles through which you express 
your ideas. A rich vocabulary comprising 
words of similar and dissimilar shades of 
meaning is yours for the asking. All it 
requires is a strong will and an unflinching 
effort in that direction. 

With every effort, your argosy of 
words gct= richer and your self-confidence 
increases. Your power of expression 
improves. Effective communication is a 
power in itself. And herein comes the 
handy dictionary. 

Open it and you can learn how a word 
has come down to us. Look up the word 
"clerk", for instance. You can follow it from 
clerc, clericus, cleric, clerk and priest. 

The earliest meaning of the word 
then, was a "clergyman", and this meaning 
is given first place in the list of meanings. 
The meaning with which we are most 
familiar, "one employed to keep records 


or accounts", came later. 

The dictionary can provide many 
different meanings for the same word. 
Have you had the experience of coming 
across a familiar word used in a way that 
makes you realize the author knows more 
about the word than you do? Suppose you 
read; "The umpire gave him out. It was a 
nice decision." 

"Nice" in what way? You look up the 
word "nice" and you find that one 
definition is: "demanding close 
discrimination or treatment; calling for 
minute analysis." "Nice" meaning 
"pleasing, agreeable" is only one of several 
definitions. 

The dictionary gives you synonyms. 
Synonyms are words that mean almost the 
same thing. Look up the words that you 
overwork and see if some of the synonyms 
will do the same job. 

English is so rich in synonyms that a 
good game can be made of finding three 
synonyms for an adjective and assigning 
them to "I", "you", or "he". The idea is to 
use the most flattering variant of the word 
for "I" and work down to the most 
insulting for "he". For example: I am 
determined, you are stubborn, he is pig 
headed. 

The dictionary tells you about foreign 
expressions what they mean and how to 
pronounce them. Are you really sure of 
ad hoc and sang froid? Why not look up 
the dictionary? 

You can lind abbreviations in the 
dictionary. In writing abbreviations such 
as ibid, n.d., et seq., all may be used. You 
can find most abbreviations in an 
unabridged dictionary; shorter 
dictionaries carry only those most 
commonly used. 

You can look up names of people- 
real or imaginary. Many first names 


appear, too, with original meanings. 
Dictionaries also carry place names, 
too, and some information about the 
places. The location and size of cities, 
rivers, and countries arc yours for a bit 
of effort. 

New words are constantly finding 
their way into the dictionary. Samuel 
Johnson and Webster, the two best 
known dictionary-makers, considered 
that one duty of a dictionary editor was 
to maintain the purity of the language 
by excluding sub-standard or slang 
words. 

Words can go out of the dictionary, 
too. They are admitted on probation, so 
to speak. They may be put in a separate 
.section or they may be added to the 
general list but tagged slang or colloq. 
If they survive for several years the tag 
is dropped. If not, the words are 
dropped. 

An unabridged dictionary gives you 
more words, more meanings per word, 
and more synonyms and antonyms than 
does an abridged dictionary. Unabridged 
dictionaries contain over half a million 
words, while abridged dictionaries run 
from about 125,000 to nearly 150,000 
words. 

The advantage of an abridged 
dictionary is that it is easy to handle and 
keep on your desk or take with you to 
college. Good abridged dictionaries are; 
Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary 
(Merriam), Thorndike Barnhart 
Comprehensive Desk Dictionary 
(DoubIcday), Webster's New World 
Dictionary, College Edition (World) and 
the American College Dictionary (Random 
House). 

The best aid to "constructive 
expression" is a dictionary. Get used to 
using it. 
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IMPROVING MEMORY- 


Ihe Number Memod 



By Hiswanop Roy 
Chmvdhury 
Record holder of 
Limca Book of Records 


Last month we featured the chain 
method, a way of building stories and 
connecting objects in order to recall them. 
This time we learn how to remember 
numbers through two methods: the shape 
method and the pronunciation method. 

A number can be given a code in 
accordance to its shape or according to its 
pronunciation. First, we discuss the shape 
method. 

1. The Shape Method 

The number 1 has a shape like a stick. 
Si stick is the code for 1. 

Tlu' number 2 has a shape like a duck. 
Si the code for 2 is duck. 

We can compare number 3 with heart. 
Si let the code for 3 be heart. 

The shape of the number 4 is like that 
of a yacht, so 4 should make us recall a 
yacht. 

The shape of the number 5 could be 
compared to the shape of a hook so let the 
code of 5 be hook. 

The shape of the number 6 is similar 
to the shape of a closed umbrella sii the 
code of 6 is a closed umbmlla. 

We can compare the shape of the 
number 7 with a hockey stick. 

Number 8 could be compared with 
an old sand clock. 

Number 9 can be associated with a 
badminton racket and thus the code for V 
is badminton. 

Number 10 can be seen as bat and ball 
thus the code for 10 is bat and ball. 

Now test yourself mentally by 
running through the numbers from 1 to 10 
in order. As you come to the number. 


mentally associate it with the number- 
image you have selected. Make sure you 
actually visualise the thing in your mind. 

Now you are leady for yet another 
test. Test yourself by asking someone else 
to give you name of 10 items. Do not allow 
yourself more than 7 seconds to associate 
each of the 10 items with number shape 
images. 

2. The Pronunciation Method 

In this method, we take help of the 
pronunciation of the number to decide its 
mental images. 

U'l's start with the number one. One 
is similar in pronunciation to the word 
like sun or nun. 

Similarly, think of something that 
rhymes with two. It is essential to make 
the memory image as imaginative, as 
colourful and as bright as possible. Kc'ep 
in mind Ihe ten principles of better 
memory while making images. 

For example, for the number 2, we 
can imagine something similar in 
pronunciation like /oo. Our mental image 
for three can he tree or knc'e. The other 
rhyming words can be thought of as 
follows: 

I'oui—Door 
Five— Hive or Dive 
Six—Bricks or Stick 
Seven—Heaven or Lemon 
F.ight—Oate, Mate 
Niiu—Wine, Line, Fine 
Ten—Liun, Hen, Pen, Den 
Choose your own similar 
pronunciation images which suit you best. 
Write down the ten mental images in the 
space provided: 


Now you are prepared with 10 more 
mental lockers to store the items of your 
need. You can remember first ten by the 
number shape method and next 10 by the 
number pronunciation method. 

Go through these 20 mental images 
once and when prepared appear for the 
following test: 


Memorise the given 20 items in 
sequence in 4 minutes: 

1.1 jmp 

2. Book 

3. College 

4 lahle 

.3 Chair 

6. (.iarden 

7. Newspaper 

8. House 

9. Toy 

10. Shop 

11. Telephone 

12. Chair 

13. Spectacles 

14. Medicine 

15. Dikir 

16. Curtain 

17. Flectrii Wire 

18. SciHiter 

19. Cold Drink 

20 Stars 

L'se the above two methods to 
memorise the first half and second half of 
the list, respectively. Now write the list 
on a piece of paper, in the same sequence, 
without referring to the above list. A little 
practice can help you achieve excellent 
results. 
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Which language or what type of a 
computer course should one do to get a 
good job? One gets 
puzzled because there 
are so many computer *35' JTV 

centres, each with 
differing claims. 

—Vtkiis Arora, Amrititiir (Puniab) 

We agri*c with you tliat there arc a 
number of institutes. Tl»e hard-sell is 
evident tmm their aggressive campaigns. 
Many young people join them as a good 
"time-pass", But if job is your concern, 
you have to have clarity. 

To get a lower level job as data entry 
operator all you need <ire typing skills 
Ask a triend to tell you some basic 
functions such as .saving the work or 
opening files. You don't need a computer 
course for this. 

It di^k-top publishing be your aim, 
all you need to learn are some programmes 
like Tagemaker and C'oml Draw. It you 
know these, you can operaU- any similar 
programme. These packages arc easy to 
learn and i.an be mastered in a month or 
two. 

If you will be working on a Pt. it is 
gotxl to know Windows This can be learnt 
in one day by going in the 'explore' mode. 

ITease note that vou do not need 
programming skills tor an\' of the above. 
I'or W'i> of the |obs, it is important to know 
the package you are going to use. Since 
computer programs are interactive and 
friendly, they can be learnt by practice and 
one need not join an extended training 
programme. 

If, however, you need to go into 
software development, you will need to 
learn about UNIX and some programming 
languages like C++ These arc ideally 
learnt by doing an MCA liom a reputed 
institute. Many popular computer 
institutes do not have the technical 
capability to turn out software 
professionals. 
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Choose a course that best suits your 
ultimate goal. Too many students join 
computer institutes hoping to pick up 
something useful. Such trainmg is usually 
a waste. If your objectives are clear, you 
can ask them to teach you exactly what 
you want, which will help you find a job 
of your choice, 

1 want to appear in Indian Forest 
Service Examination. From where can I 
know the subjects and the syllabus? 

• Pm'iulri Mundrawal, Ultarkaslii (U.I’.) 

The detailed syllabus and subject 
requiiements of the IFS examination is 
published in the notification issued by the 
Union Public Service Commission. This is 
usually published in newspapers in 
lanuary every year and the exam is held 
in luly, You can locate the notification in 
a library for a detailed answ'er to your 
question. 

Is the combination of Commerce and 
Public Administration allowed for mains 
examination of Civil Services? 

- --Manjnidi’r Ktiiir, Ludhiana (PiinjiW) 

The combination of Commerce and 
Public Administration is allowixl for the 
mains examination. For further 
clarification of doubts on the Civil Services 
Examin.ition, please refer to the feature 
"Civil Services Ready Reckoner" 
published in Compltition Masii.k, January 
'98 issue. 

What is the difference between BBA, 
BBM and BBS courses? What is the future 
after doing such courses? 

—Anand Kumar Mishra, Patna (Bihar) 

Tlie BBA, BBM and BBS courses are 


essentially the same, the only difference 
being the name. As to their prospects, 
all tlnat can be said is that they offer a 
graduation degree. It is doubtful that 
one can get a high-level job after BBA— 
all that one may be fit for is a junior 
executive post, which can be got even 
after a B.A. For senior level managerial 
positions, one would still require an 
MBA from a reputed institute, hnstitutes 
have started such courses to cd.sh in on 
the cra/e f;jr a management degree. 
Their utility still remains doubtful. In 
our opinion, the BBA, BBM or BBS 
courses are almost as good as doing a 
B.A. 

I want to become a tennis player but 
my parents are against it. How can I 
realise my ambition? 

—Maiimha Sinfjh. Patna (Bihar) 
Convince your parents that both 
studies and sports arc essential for the 
development of personality. Try to join the 
lawn tennis association in your city. If you 
begin to show pmnuse, perhaps you can 
play for your school and later for college. 
Once you start winning prizes, we are sun? 
that your parents will be happy and get 
arotuid. 

What is more paying for jobs in the 
long run—B.Sc. in computers or B.C.A.? 

—Anchal fain, Ambalu (Haryana) 
Please remember that both the 
degrees are essentially the same. They are 
basic graduation degrees. If you want to 
make a career in software, you must do 
MCA from a reputed institute. That would 
certainly be more paying in the long run 
than BCA. 
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I want to become a tourist guide. 
Please tell me how should 1 proceed? 

—R. Mutku Chidambaram, Kani/akumari 

(T.N.) 

The Ministry of Tourism grants 
licenses to three categories of tourist 
guides; regional. State-level and 
monument guides. This is a three-month 
course followed by a test, after which the 
license is granted. You should find out 
details from Ministry of Tourism in your 
State. However, many guides operate 
without a license as well and you could 
seek affiliation to a tourist agency if you 
have knowledge about a particular area 
or monument. 

How can S.C candidates apply for the 
Nobel Prize? 

—D. Shekhar, Malibubnagar (A.P.) 

The Nobel Prizes are given on the 
basis of work done by a person which adds 
to the knowledge of mankind. Wo are sorry 
to say that they are not given based on 
reservations for certain caste or 
communities. 

I would like to know what arc the 
basic qualifications for becoming a pilot? 

—Rahul Mai, Sonepat (tiari/ana) 

The basic qualifications for becoming 
a pilot is class 12 with Physics, Chemistry 
and Mathematics. 

1 am doing M.Sc. in Botany. What 
kind of jobs can I get except teachin^nd 
research? 

—Mill Sinha, Muzajforpur (Hiliar) 

Apart from teaching and research, 
there would be no opportunities for a 
person with M.Sc. in ^tany. If you do 
not like either, may be you would have to 
look at options in computers or 
management, but that would mean 
additional training. 

Which is the prominent institute for 
learning export'management? 

—Sanjeev Mishra, Singhara (Bihar) 

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, New 
IJelhi. 

I am preparing for PMT exams but I 
have no hope to get admission anywhere. 
I do not want to do B.Sc What should I 
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do? 

—Anju Pathak, Kailhal (tlarifana) 

There is really nothing to worry as 
you have many opportunities open to you. 
You can join B. A. or any vwational course. 
If you are creative, join a dt'signing course. 
Options are open in computers, fashion, 
fine arts and so on. Just assess your 
personality and decide what is best for 
you. 

1 want to do journalism. What 
preparation should I do in advance? 

—Prii/anka Mukherjee, Birbhum (W.B.) 

If you are looking at journalism a few 
years from now, develop a good 
expression. Read a lot of boolcs and learn 
the art of writing. If you want to become 
a TV journalist, you should be able to 
speak well and have a good personality. 
You can develop these qualities before you 
finally lake up the journalism course. 


Is it necessary to join a coaching 
institute for success in MBA entrance 
tests? 

—Arvittd Akash, Giridih (Bihar) 
Not everyone who makes it into MBA 
goes tlirough coaching institutes. Many 
students are able to study on their own. 
However, if you cannot do so and require 
the discipline of classes, it would be 
advisable to join coaching classes. 
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^ON’T LET YOUB CAREER DANq^ 

PLAN YOUR CAREER IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
PLAN WITH FIIB—YOUR BESTCOUNCELLOR 



A SCENE FROM FIIB CAMPUS 

FIIB is the first institute in indie In private sector which offers PGDBM exciusiveiy in internationai Business and Hei 
in placement with reputed organisations. 

IF YOU WANT TO BE A GLOBAL PLAYER FOR DOING INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS WITH VAST EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES BOTHI 
INDIA & ABROAD THEN FIIB IS THE INSTITUTE TO JOIN FOR TWO YEARS PGDBM FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS. 

01. The PGDBM Programme equivalent to MBA in International Business carries approval of the AlCTE. I 
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The New Face ef 
Global Terrorism 



-v' ■;:>- ■ ■ 


flme Mk^w ttMOiKme hUk< 

i/wr G^Gfr wWGIw N^kWNWW 

ingpi of US buiMihc^ ond 1h* rosuMant crir ilt%M ag o lo il linWtAi liiw e Ryt 
dowwtk; ond intemotiond terroriwn and has wipfiortod tho US odioa. Wo d o i c fA wi kowdi in fnH n > Btlo f>a t 
contravoray over humon rights, cmd descnbe why torrorisni thrives doepHierii o obhOrrorMo if goneroles 


i n a sense, the strike 
against tenonst bases 
was long overdue On 
• August 7, US embassies 
in Nairobi in Kenya and Dar 
es Salaam m Tanzania were 
bombed by terrorists, kiUmg 
257 people Normally, such 
an attack would have been 
toUowed by statements con- 
demiung die act and cosmehc 
threats This bme, however, 
the US deeded to retaliate It 
ordered air strikes agamst 
alleged terrorist camps m 
A^jnaittshm and a chemical 
plmt in Sudan which was 
said to he producing lethal 
biokMNml weapons 

One could cnbdie the 
attaefc g on grounds t^ the 
US W^hduvoig like a gh>hid 
hal^.* duit President 
CldM woe dhwrttng atten* 
tkm fromt'k murky affair 


which had hit the headlines 
But there was no denying the 
fact that the war against ter 
ronsm had to start sooner or 
later Across 
the world 
terrorists 
spread 
murder and 
mayhem 
with seem¬ 
ing ease 
People in 
many cities 
live m con¬ 
stant fear of 
being killed 
as bombs 
explode m 
shopping 
malls and 
bu^ build¬ 
ings Suiade 
bombers are happy to die 
only if they are able to 



take some people along mth 
them 

Though terronsm looks 
like an at^l way to achieve 
ends, many 
groups feel 
compelled 
to take up 
violent 
paths There 
would be no 
way to over 
throw a 
despotic 
leader, for 
instance, but 
for creating 
a wave of 
terror and 
maecunty A 
lot of inno¬ 
cent people 
get killed 
but if die movement succeeds, 
the tenonst groups attam die 


legitunacy of fighting for free¬ 
dom Indeed, some countnea 
which now are part of the UN 
owe their existence to terrorhft 
movements 

If the movement does not 
succeed—and there are many 
violent groups aU over die 
world—It |ust degenerates 
into a bun^ of pet^ crum- 
nals who use extortion and 
threats to justify dieir exis¬ 
tence Needless killings only 
i^ult in decreasing ptdrifo 
support for the cnae. 

The many £aces of 
terrorism 


P eople sedong ^len- 
tion, however, are not 
the onfy ones who kdl 
for di^ oaUM. there 
are lebgious fanitta who are 
: mtoler^ofpeapleafallodi- 
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er religions and think that the 
world would be a better place 
if everyom else was killed. 
People owing allegiance to 
Islam, for example, talk of 
conducting a holy war or 
jihad against those they do not 
like. They hate the Jews and 
the Western civilisation that 
allows women to wear skirts. 
According to them, the world 
would be a better place if 
there were no movies or 
music, if women were cov¬ 
ered and if everyone else was 
killed. In Algeria, they slit 
throats of people who dis¬ 
agree with them. In Turkey 
and Pakistan, Islamic gangs 
are out for blood. In many 
Islamic countries, people of 
other religions are barely tol¬ 
erated and do not have equal 
rights. 

It is ironical that no reli¬ 
gion teaches killing people, 
but every fundamentalist 
moremenl uses religion to 
convince others that their 
cause is right. Despite the con¬ 
tradiction, many people join 
the militants. So great is the 
religious fervour that it brain¬ 
washes everyone about the 
legitimacy of the movement. 

Strong teachings brain¬ 
wash young people and give 
birth to highly motivated 
individuals willing to do any¬ 
thing; they even become sui¬ 
cide bombers. In the Middle 
East there is no shortage of 
suicide bombers willing to die 
in a jihad against Israel. 
Almost 200 Israelis have died 
as a result of suicide attacks 
since the Oslo accords of 1993. 
India lost a Prime Minister, 
killed by a suicide bomber, 
and such attacks have taken 
place in many other countries. 
It would be naive to think of 
these suicide bombers as just 
fanatics. Gitegorising the 
actions of suicide bombers as 
just blind following of a spiri¬ 


tual leader underestimates the 
dioices diese suicidal leiror- 
ists make on their own. These 
suidde bombers live a faith 
that gives an outlet for the 
passions it encourages. These 
outlets may be devotional or 
political. 

The modern world has 
also seen groups having 
bizarre ideas about the end of 
the world that they are wiUing 
to kill just to be proved right. 
Religious thought is merrily 
distorted to support violence 
and murder. There was, for 
instance, the Aum Shiiuikyo 
sect in Japan which unleashed 
the nerve gas, Sarin, in a 
Tokyo subway in March, 
1995, killing 12 people. The 
group was later found to be in 
possession of enough Sarin 
that could kill millions of peo¬ 
ple. The beliefs of such people 
border on the insane. Under 
the garb of religion, such 
groups today have the power 
to kill recklessly. -. 

Then there arc people 
whose main aim is to fight the 
Western civilisation. They do 
not want to prove any point, 
or if there is something thal i.; 
to be proved, it is too esoteric. 
The Unabomber in the US 
was found to be a reclu.se with 
a grudge against civilisation, 
and sent bombs to unsuspect¬ 
ing targets. It is extremely 
doubtful that killing people 
would stop the spread of 
modem civilisation, but the 
fight is carried on regardless 
of the voio! of reason. 

The faces of international 
terrorism are many. From 
separatist movements to 
fanatics, violent groups make 
life increasingly insecure for 
the common man. The prob¬ 
lem is compounded by the 
fact that obtaining arms and 
weapons of mass destruction 
has become relalivdy easy. 

A new threat has been 


added with die qmad of the 
Internet. Cj^r-terrorism is 
unfamiliar, but may have as 
disastrous consequences as a 
nuclear oft^ienut^ attack. If a 
group could unleash comput¬ 
er vkuseS and Was able to tar¬ 
get key installations of a coun¬ 
try, the military, telecommu¬ 
nication and ecottomic system 
of a country could well be 
halted. The US government 
has already been looking at 
this and plans to develop pro¬ 
tection for key computer net¬ 
works in the country. 


The Vicious Cycle 

T he separatist terrorist 
movements usually 
start from a small his¬ 
torical error and con¬ 
tinued neglect of an ethnic 
problem. People in a State 
may feel neglected or let 
down by the nation State of 
which diey are a part. One 
can argue that in a democrac} 
every group has a right to bo 
heard, but this often does not 
work. Self-centred as they 
are, elected leaders arc unable 
to bring the legitimate 
demands of a region into the 
national mainstream. Lip ser¬ 
vice is paid to the aspirations 
of the people—in India, 
Prime Ministers are pho¬ 
tographed wearing tradition¬ 
al dresses and caps when they 
visit different areas, but have 
historically failed to do any¬ 
thing about development of 
distant regions. 

Slowly, this changes into 
distrust and rumblings of dis¬ 
content begin. The State then 
uses brute force to suppress 
the ptxiple. Irmocent people 
are harassed and 


atrocities may also 
be committed by 
the armed forces. 
Some stories of 
exploitation may. 
be imapnaiy, oeat- 
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ed by folklore; but others are 
real incidents. In recent times, 
the Indian security forces are 
alleged to have committed 
acts of horror in Kashmir, 
Uttarkashi and other places. 
The Israelis frequently ^t 
blamed for committing atroci¬ 
ties on die Arabs. In devel¬ 
oped countries like the USA, 
policemen are often indicted 
for similar offences. 

This results in a feeling of 
revenge against the unfeeling 
Slate. The neglected commu¬ 
nity wants freedom from the 
oppressors and long for their 
separate country, hoping that 
it would solve their problems. 
Local fighting groups are cre¬ 
ated, whose sentiments are 
exploited by hostile countries. 
Often, neighbouring countries 
provide arms and training for 
such movements, which 
attract youngsters because of 
lack of employment opportu¬ 
nities. Terrorism also attracts 
the common thug, who realis¬ 
es that easy money can be 
made by threatening people. 
Extortion and kidnappings 
have usually accompanied 
insurgency movements all 
over the world. 

As a result of this, the 
state uses more force. More 
people are brutalised. The 
rebels are frustrated when 
security increases and start 
hitting at soft targets; iimo- 
cent people, trains and market 
places. These acts are done to 
create insecurity as also to 
remain in the news. 
Sometimes the level of des¬ 
peration is so high that people 
tie bombs mi themselves and 


kill themselves along with 
many odiers. 

A small histori¬ 
cal error thus 
zesulte into a full- 
fledged terrorist 
movement. The 
problem is sometimes 


the result of regional aspira- of the Islamic terrorism diat 

tions and at other times may comes from the area is a result 

be created by countries to of fighters who had come to 

destabilise oUiers. But there is Afghanistan to fight the 

no doubt that the problem Russians, but now have 

starts with callous leaders nowhere to go and continue 

who are so self-centred that with their fight. TTw targets 

they fail to see larger prob- are immaterial to them. They 

lems. The vicious cycle has no have fought wars in the 

end. It can be ruthlessly put world's trouble spots such as 

down as countries like China Bosnia, Chechnya, Kashmir 

are known to do. Or it is and Tajikistan, 

hoped that people will get Similarly, Hamas, the 
sick of the continued violence Islamic movement in 

and stop supporting the sepa- Palestine, was once helped by 

ratisl movement. Israel as a counter to the PLO. 

The Muslim Brothers in Egypt 
Web of deceit were helped by Anwar Sadat 

T he vicious cycle is as a counter to Egyptian left- 
supported--and ists. Closer home, the LTTE 
sometimes even was created by India and is 
encouraged—by now a major problem in Sri 
countries supposedly against Lanka, while Pakistan 



terrorism. Take the case of allegedly uses its ISI for ter- 
Islamic terrorism, which finds rorisl activity in India, 
so much space in newspapers The web of deceit doi's 

and was the cause of the not end there. Most countries 

recent bombings by the US in which arc supposedly against 

Sudan and Afghanistan. It is terrorism, including the USA, 

easy to condemn Islamic also have unrestricted arms 

organisations for terrorist markets, inviting anyone to 

acts, but today's Islamic ter- join the club. Terrori.st groups 

rorist may well turn out to today have virtually no prob- 

have been created by the lem in obtaining weapons of 

West itself. mass destruction. The coun- 

Many of the Islamic ter tries arc unwilling to do any- 
rorists in Afghanistan, for thing about the arms trade as 

instance, have been trained by it helps their economies, 

the USA itself, to fight the There is China, known to 

Russians during their occupa- manufacture cheap but dead- 

tion of the country. The latest ly automatic rifles and 

target of US ire, the Saudi nui- grenades. There is Russia's 

lionaire Osama Bin Laden, chaotic arms bazaar, where 

was on tlK side of the US the weapons of former com- 

throughout the 1980s. Much munist States arc easily avail¬ 


able. Thae is the arsenal of 
the Warsaw pact countrfes i 
including explosives and 
automatic rifles f&e 
Kalashnikov.s, have found 
dieir way in the international 
arms market. Russia's formor 
national security chief, 
Alexander Lebed, has stated 
that some 100 mini nudear 
weapons have gone missing 
from the country. 

How can terrorism be 
fought when countries 
encourage it indirectly? 
Morally, out-of-use arms' 
should be destroyed. When 
the same arms are used 
against the countries them¬ 
selves, everybody cries about 
terrorism. It is this hypocrisy 
that encourages groups ail 
over the world. Clearly, if the 
world does not restrict arms 
sales, terrorist activity is 
bound to incTease all over the 
world. 

The challenge for coun¬ 
tries is great, since terrorism 
and crime are closely linked. 
International drug trafficking 
is linked to terrorism, as is 
extortion and kidnapping. By 
encouraging terrorism in one 
country, therefore, the coun¬ 
tries are creating global 
headaches in more ways than 
one. 

International 

hypocrisy 

S ince many countries 
explicitly or implidtly 
encourage terrorism, 
the fight against terror¬ 
ism has not been a concerted 
effort. For years countries 
have struggled with terror¬ 
ism. It was only when US 
embassies were bombed that 
the US chose to take action. 
India has tried to get die focus 
on terrorist activities in 
Kashmir for many years. 
Some years back, a number of 
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foreigners were kidnapped 
and killed, but it fail^ to 
evoke any international 
response. It is felt that if only 
action had been taken at that 
time, the substHjuent attacks 
«iuld have been avoided. 

The international hypo¬ 
crisy is evident in the action 
which has been taken now. 
llte US President has said that 
American lives are not 
expendable. The statement 
immediately implies that the 
lives of people in the rest of 
the world are expendable. In 
fact. Western nations threaten 
to browbeat nations with 
human rights violations if 
they take similar action 
against known terrorists. Nor 
have they indicated a war 
against terrorism irrespective 
of the nationality of the vic¬ 
tims. The USA has also said 
that it opposes similar action 
by India against terrorists in 
Kashmir, implying that only it 
has the right to defend its citi¬ 
zens, It is evident that the US 
hiis no interest in fighting ter¬ 
rorism but will take action 
only when it feels thieatencd. 

Vet, it cannot be denied 
that fighting terrorism is an 
integrated opproach. The 
international terrorist has no 
country. He is linked with the 
rest of'the world through 
drug traffickers and other 
criminals. A terrorist in 
Afghanistan, for instance, can 
create nui.sancc in Asia or 
Africa and even elsewhere. 
Osama Bin Lad«.n signifies 
such an individual. Having 
no country, he moves from 
placx' to place, using his for¬ 
tune to wage a war against 
those it regards as his ene¬ 
mies. The US action has, at 
the very least, exposed such 
people who hold equal threat 
to India as tliey do to the 
USA. It would do well if to 
form an international 


strategy to fight terrorism on 
a multilateral basis rather 
than bomb targets every time 
an attack takes place against 
its citizens. 

Human Rights and 
Terrorism 

t is clear that die fight 
against terrorism is a 
fight again.st cold blood¬ 
ed murderers. However, 
from Punjab to Jerusalem, the 
question of human rights gets 
invariably linked to human 
rights violations by security 
forces. Nations often attract 
criticism by Western coun¬ 
tries on this account. Human 
rights organisations fight 
legal cases against those who 
have taken part in the fight 
against terrorism. In Punjab, 
this was highlighted by the 
suicide of a police officer, Ajit 
Singh Sandhu, an officer who 
was on the forefront of the 
fight. 

There are several issues 
involved with this. First, 
should we talk about the 
human rights only of the ter¬ 
rorist—-what about the human 
rights ot the victims? Second, 
is it possible to fight cold¬ 
blooded murderers by 
remaining strictly within the 
law? Third, how can anyone 
be proved to be a terrorist, 
since proof is difficult to gath¬ 
er in these cases? 

Human rights activists 
also ignore the fact that the 
legal process takes a long 
time. As cases linger on in 
courts, the hope of seeing a 
terrorist ever getting punish¬ 
ment arc generally dimmed. 
Often, a soldier is forced to 
sec a person who killed his 
colleagues walk away scot 
free bKause of lack of evi¬ 
dence. In many cases, terror¬ 
ists have political connections 
too and the security forces are 



asked to release the people 
who they may have captured 
at risk to their lives. Can the 
security forces be blamed for 
forgetting the law on certain 
occasions? 

Imagine the state of the 
soldiers who goes to a hostile 
village which is harbouring a 
murderer and nobody is will¬ 
ing to cooperate. On the con¬ 
trary, children may throw 
stones at them and taunt them 
in other ways. Moreover, it is 
a question of survival: nobody 
can be sure from which house 
gunfire may start, killing (he 
soldiers on the spot. Given 
orders to locate a dreaded ter¬ 
rorist, the security forces 
sometimes go beyond what is 
strictly legal. They sometimes 
bum houses down or kill 
innocent people. This is not to 
defend the activities of the 
security forces. There is little 
doubt that atrocities commit¬ 
ted by them exacerbates the 
situation as it gives rise to 
people seeking revenge 
against the State. The human 
rights question is thus a tricky 
one and cannot be resolved 
without arousing passions on 
both sides of the issue. 

The Role of the 
Media 


B oth in India and the 
West, the media plays 
a dubious role and 
helps the cause of ter¬ 
rorist groups by giving undue 
importance to their acts. That 
serves their purpose, since 
the objective is to create a 
sense of insecurity and to get 
publicity for their cause. 
More h^fiil than 


this is the portrayal* 
of the terrorist in J 
the media: they ■ 
are ^own to be 1 
heroes, victims ^ 
or incorrigible 
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romantics wedded to a cause. 
This not only generates sym¬ 
pathy for them, but encour¬ 
ages youngsters to join mili¬ 
tant outfits. 

The movie Maachis illus¬ 
trates this. The terrorist is 
shown to be a victim of cir¬ 
cumstances. The movie makes 
the statement that the security 
forces were to blame for much 
of the terrorism that was pre¬ 
sent in Punjab some years 
back.. It docs not cate to look 
at the role played by Pakistan, 
of which there was unmistak¬ 
able proof. It does not show 
cases of extortion or the fear 
that law-abiding citizens lived 
with during the time. Nor 
does it analyse why the prob¬ 
lem arose in the first place, or 
how could it have been so 
completely finished. The 
movie succeeds in generating 
sympathy for the terrorist and 
anger for the security fora's. 
This is the theme of many 
movies of this genre. 

Yet, the temuisls are nei¬ 
ther romantics nor heroes. 
They are just cold-blooded 
murderers, many of them 
brain-washed by propaganda 
from aiross the border. They 
are not fighting a cause but 
joined because of easy life and 
easy mone). The way that 
people are killed by terrorists 
shows that they do not have 
any respect for any aimmuni- 
ly; extortion and crime is ram¬ 
pant. In Punjab it was shown 
subsequently that terrorists 
committed most irreligious 
acts in places of worship. 

The media thus gives 
only one side of the picture, a 
picture that appeals to die¬ 
hard romantics. When 
newspapers publish 
their pictures, they 
unwittingly 
become allies of 
the terrorists. The 
fact that the terrorist 


America's Now Enemy 

By bombing terrorist targets, the US has found a 
new enemy: Osama Bin Laden, a Saudi million¬ 
aire, who was allegedly linked to the bombings of 
the US embassies. The son of a construction 
magnate, Osama went into Afghanistan to fight 
the Russians. He used his money to build guer¬ 
rilla training centres and bases in the country. 
Many Egyptians, Lebanese and Turks joined in. 
Throughout the 1980s he was on the side of USA against the Russian occu¬ 
pation. After the Russians withdrew, he turned against the secular and mod¬ 
ern USA which, according to him, was as much against Islam as the 
Russians. He was stripped of his Saudi 'citizenship in 1994 for “irresponsi¬ 
ble behaviour”. He was in Sudan for a while but was forced to leave the 
country in 1995, a result of Western pressure. 

He is a shy, married man. His worth is estimated to be about $300 mil¬ 
lion and about 3,000 Islamic militants are on his payroH. He has the support 
of the Afghan Taliban. He has helped form the World Islamic Front for jihad 
against the Jews and the West, by getting together two Egyptian militant 
groups, two Pakistani groups and one Bangladeshi group. 


is media-hungry is revealed 
by the fad that newspapers 
have oficn been forced to pub¬ 
lish. They help in getting 
rcCTuitment of idealist young¬ 
sters for whom fighting for a 
cause may become a romantic 
ideal. Once they opt for it, 
they are drawn into a life of 
crime and become fugitives. 
Of course, the movies did nol 
tell them that the fight for 
freedom would be laced with 
kidnappings and murder of 
innocent people. 

The fight against 
terrorism 


T he faces of terrorism 
are many, yet most 
countries are ham¬ 
strung in their 
response to the threats. 
Nations, in fact, do not have 
any means to oiunter the 


threat except for tightening 
security or to respond with 
more oppre.s.sion. In the long 
run, these methods are 
counter-productive. More¬ 
over, if the groups are roli- 
gious freaks w'ho arc neither 
fighting for a separate coun¬ 
try nor for a cause, it becomes 
all the more difficult In have a 
coherent policy towards 
them. 

With so many different 
sections having a grudge 
either against the State or the 
modem society, terrorism is 
well a part of modem sodety. 
All over the world, legions of 
poor and disadvantaged are 
being created by the modem 
development process. Lands 
are taken away from those 
who have lived in certain 
areas for years, to make way 
for dams, roads and railway 
lines. Traditional livelihoods 


are bt'ing destroyed. 

The bizarrc religious 
sects too are <i re.sult of dismay 
with the modem world which 
plan's too much emphasis on 
consumjition and too little on 
porsimal or spiritual values. 
Lilher wav you look at it, vio- 
lontv sirms to bt' llie only 
way that an individual can 
hope to attract attention, if 
only lor a fleeting moment. 
Sina* modern civilisation can¬ 
not be changed, the world has 
to learn to live w'ith such indi¬ 
viduals or groups. Till we 
become more compassionate 
and less self-centred, have 
more consideration for the 
individual and his legitimate 
needs, terrori.sm will continue 
to haunt us. The US may 
respond by bombing a few 
bases, but unless the fight is 
fought concertedly, there is 
little hope of it succeeding. 
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"TO cultivate kindness is a valuable part 
of the business of life", says Samuel 
Johnson. The words of the literary dictator 
of the 18th century have as much relevance 
and value today as they had at the time of 
their coinage. The reason is simple: they 
luive a kernel of eternal truth in them. 

Many young men and women, in 
search of green pastures of life, often tend 
to overlook the importance of the habit of 
the soft-word. They become abrasive and 1 
offensive in language. They use harsh , 
words, hurting others, making enemies 
and then wondering why people are 
hostile or indifferent to them. 

The habit of the soft-word is, 
therefore, of utmost importance to the i 
young and the go-ahead men and women. ' 
Whereas hostility, anger and violence tear 
at the fabric of life, the soft word acts like 
a golden chain by which society is bound 
together. The soft word blunts the edge of 
the harsh word of others. 

Iho soft word pnxluces its own image 
in mind. It serves as a balm and comforts 
the hearer. It .shames him out of his sour 
feelings. 

Thinker Locke has put it like this: soft 
words prevent a good deal of that 
perverseness which rough and imperious 
usage often produces in generous minds. 
Win hearts and you have people’s hands 
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and purses at your disposal. 

ITiere are other adviuitages. Some 
people never seem to grow old. They have 
the lix)k of youth. We wonder what their 
.secret is. When we ask diem we get ail I 
sorts of replies, "Oh, plenty of sleep. I 
Careful eating. No smoking or drinking, j 
U)ts of exercise", and so on. I 

j 

Ever Young I 

T heir secret is actually never divulged, 
simply because they are probably 
unaware of it themselves—for it's really | 
the reflection of their inner response to j 
life. Such people are kind and happy and | 
it is their kindness which illumines their 
features with what seems to be perpetual 
youth. We envy them because whatever 
our ago and sex, we prefer to look younger 
than older. 

lliere is really no need to envy tiiem. 
Once we realise it is the happiness that 
springs from a soft heart which is their 
"secret", Eor if we are truly kind 
something more of the life force within us 
is released and not only do we look 
i younger but we feel younger too—mbody 
and spirit. Such an attitude to life sets the 
tone of one's whole character and creates 
harmony in our lives. 

In a wayl it is a secret, but everyone 


can unlock it for himself. Some have i 
already done it simply by the way they 
live, and without knowing it. The rest of 1 
us can fathom it for ourselves if we so ; 
wish. I 

Once we have done so and have, as it - 
were, reoriented ourselves, people are 
drawn to us, since as persons we have . 
become more attractive. 

Our friendships will thus be enriched 
and business contacts will improve and 
multiply. This is good for us, provided wc 
keep our balance, because it adds to our 
seit-confidence— and that in turn impart*- , 
extra ability to do whatever we wish to 
do. Wc may find ourselves doing things 
we have previously fought shy of, for we 
have become fuller and more developed 
personalities than before. 

We realise more of our potentialities, : 
at home and at work. Others seek our i 
advice and guidance, thus opening up for j 
us channels of good psychological scope j 
We find mental doors opening and ! 
experience a keener understaiKling of the I 
true meaning of life and living. | 

When we genuinely wish to help i 
tliosc around us, in whatever way, power 
to do so comes to us. It may come 
spontaneously m after a little meditation- 
or perhaps aftec an appeal to our | 
subconscious minds. I 

-I 







Reservoir 

T he response to such an appeal may 
come in the form we need it, or we 
may be iiaspired to consult certain books 
or to seek those better informed than 
ourselves. In some way, however, it will 
come, as all true knowledge comes from 
within. We may not be able to get just 
what we want at once, but as we practise 
the art of "looking within", the more we 
shall realise the real existence of this 
hidden reservoir. 

We are told today that we have never 
"had it so good", but that is an incomplete 
and misleading axiom. It has also been 
applied where it does not really apply at 
all, for even if we had all the things we 
wanted they could not in themselves 
create that inner core of happiness which 
results from a genuinely kind outlook, the 
feeling of at-one-ment with the essence of 
life. 

"Essence of life" may seem just 
another loose-sounding phrase, 
incapable of definition and therefore 
meaningless. In some degree this 
response is inevitable because words, at 
best, arc largely symbols, and when it 
comes to abstract states they can only 
be interpreted according to the degree 
of understanding we have already 
attained. 

liach one of us has his own idea of 
, what this "essence" is, but fundamentally 
all our definitions will point to the same 
; end. 

■ Mind's Power 

W HAT we desire intensely and 
continuously we help to bring about. 


since all real attainment takes place in the 
mind. 

Desire alone, however, is not enough. 
We must work too. Desire and effort must 
join hands in a faithful partnership. 
Perhaps we could say that iit thus seeking 
the essence of life we are really trying to 
expand our consciousness of it, to sec it 
more clearly by adjusting, as it were, nur 
mental telescope. 

Teachers and writers have told us of 
the existence of this timer heaven. Various 
books on yoga, occultism, cosmic 
consciousness and mysticism reveal many 
things which can help us along the road 
to greater understanding. Some of their 
authors have themselves reached a state 
of perfection so that they speak with 
authority. 

How can we begin this journey 
ourselves? Well, we can read and study 
some of these subjects or just be content to 
practise, say, simple kindness and 
courtesy, whenever we can. A combination 
of both methods is best. 

As a practical start, lei us try for 
one whole day to seek out every 
opportunity of showing kindness and 
courtesy to all. It will be test enough of 
their magic and of the salutary effect on 
ourselves. 

Good Manners 

L ife has become almost too much of a 
rush for the showing of courtesy A 
"thank you" or a moment's pause for some 
I small act of kindness may cause us to miss 
I our bus or train. There seems to be no time 
I for these'lincries. 

i But there is. Just try it and see. If 


occasions for goodwill occur which mean 
missing our trains or comforts, dien let us 
miss them but not the opportunities 
presented. Even today, people are 
impressed by such acts. Like all sweet 
words or gestures, they can travel a long 
way and have effects. Not with all, 
perhaps, but with many. It is worth trying, 
even for just the few, for as you give so 
you receive—abundantly, though perhaps 
in different ways. 

Such is the magic power of good 
deeds and words that it gives our features 
that ".secret" liwk of youthfulness—the 
outward and visible expression of an iimer 
union with all life. 

The charm of it attracts those in need' 
of our help—and that, after all, is the true 
work of the world. All the rest is largely 
commentary and confusion. 

In the intercourse of social life, it is 
by little acts of watchful kindness 
recurring daily and hourly and 
opportunities of doing kindnesses if 
sought for are forever starting up—it is 
by words, by tones, by gestures, by looks, 
that affection is won and preserved. He 
who neglects these trifles, yet boasts that, 
whenever a great sacrifice is called for, 
he shall be ready to make it, will rarely 
be loved. The likelihood is, he will not 
make it; and if he does, it will be much 
rather for his own sake than for his 
neighbour. 

Life is made* up, not of great .sacrifices 
or duties, but of little things in which 
smiles, and small obligations, given 
habitually are what win and preserve tlie 
heart and get comfort. Small courtesies 
arc the hallmark of a devch>ped 
personality. 
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duster of “Stars” 


H AVK you ever thought 
that Indian (read Hindi) 
film Stars and our politicians 
have many things in common. 
First, like comedians, both the 
categories take thcm.selves Ux) 
seriously, thus providing a lot 
of humour to the people.’Their ' 
actions and utterancts, be it a j 
"megastar" or a "superstar", or i 
a "phenomenon" provide the ! 
Viewers with comic relief more | 
than do the "professional" 
comedians. The latter do it 
because' they an' scripted for the 
role. Tire former binrause they 
play them.selve.s, not the role j 
allotteil to them in the film. 

Our readers will perhaps 
agree with us on one count: 
have they ever seen a police or 
a military officer in imiform 
with his hair flowing down his 
mane? In many films AB and 
the now ex-superstar have 
played such roles. But, please | 
do not laugh. Just smile. They 
are, like politicians, "stars". 

The careers of both are 
marked with glorious 
uncertainties. A politician can 
be thrown out of the cabinet 
unceremoniously. Buta Singh, ' 


please do not mind. A film star 
can be dropped from the cast 
as one ex-superstar found for 
himself, film after film. His 
own home production, 
starring his wife, has remained 
unsold. 

A politician, even after he 
wins an election, can be 
unseated after an election 
petition against him. Indira 
Gandhi is a capital example. 
The film star, even if he gives 
a good account of himself, can | 
be dropped by the pn)ducer | 
from his next film. Thus, both j 
sail in the .same sandy storm. | 

Politics, they say, is the ! 
last refuge of a scoundrel. The ! 
film industry is alleged to be a 
cess-pool of amorality and a 
happy hunting ground for the 
footloose. The former 
expression we ha\t taken from 
AB, very close to the ruling 
dynasty of India It is money 
which makes the filmi and 
political "mares" neigh! 

The politician is in clover 
because the "Janata" weighs 
him in coins or in currency 
notes, garlands him and puts 
him on a pedestal which is 


likely to be demolished after 
his death. 

Besides, he gets perks and 
benefits which, as an elitist 
ruler, he thinks he is entitled 
to. Free bus travel (who travels 
by bus), house at subsidised 
rate of rent which he*docs not 
pay nor the other bills. 

The film star signs a 
contract for a small amount 
but gets wads of currency 
notes under the table. So does 
tlie politician for work which 
he gets done for the public. 

Where do both of these 
categories keep these heaps is 
a matter of guess by the 
country. Some are baffled at 
suitcases others at the 
bedsheets. We are baffled at 
neither! 

Both are professional Don 
Quixotes followed by fawning 
Sancho Panm. The politician 
wields at imaginary wind¬ 
mills like Cerventes' hero, and 
promises the voter a land of 
honey and milk in the next 
century when he would not be 
alive. 

The film hero takes the 
common man to a conducted 
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tour of a make-believe world 
in which even an entire cabinet 
of ministers can be shot dead 
in the name of justice. 

Him stars claim the right 
of priority in aeroplane travel j 
even when their seats arc not j 
booked, hike politicians, they i 
t(X) want planes or trains to be j 
delayed to please their whims i 
and fancies. A former dacoit is 
no exception. • 

That the two categories ■ 
are getting a kin to each other 
is proved further from the fact ; 
that many film stars arc joining 
politics for obvious reasons. 

The two are equal to each . 
other now in yet another | 
respect. Like pigs in George ! 
Orwell's Animal Farm, they j 
violate their Constitution. The ' 
Pigs re-wrote the code of ethics 
enshrined in their Seven-Poin t 
"Constitution" because they | 
considered themselves above ' 
the law. "All animals are equal, ' 
but some animals are more ' 
equal than others." You cannot 
raid houses of some film stars. 
Nor can you prove the i 
recovery of ill-gotten wealth 
from politicians' houses. , 
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(lotKoldhon Prixfis 

Someara Hal is 
doing her BJt 
bi New Delhi. 
She is fond of 
pointing and 
r: ceramics, and 
wonts to be a 
successful 

designer. 

My parents hove tried their 
best to move with the changing 
times. However, tliey do foil to 
understand our modem style of 
living. AAaybe we demand too 
much from them. We expect 
them to change their lifestyle and 
thoughts according to vrhat we 
think is right. Most parents, for 
instance, are against late-night 
porties and dating. Even if they 
give permission, we know they 
will be sad and worried. If we 
understand this and restrict our¬ 
selves, there would be less fric¬ 
tion. 

The problem arises because 
there is little interaction between 
the old and the young. If there 
was more interaction, the two 
generations could find a common 
platform to share ideas. 

Vanin SonI ho 
■tvdent of CloH 
10 In Sulnipur 
nra, MmadMl 
Pradeih.He 
dreams of 
becoming an 
US officer. 
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Pqrents wont their children 
to do well in life. To this end, they 
impose restrictions, which result 
in the exoct opposite of what is 
intended. In this age of competi¬ 
tion, 0 person should hove o 
complete personolity, which 
comes from interaction and 
exposure. Parents too want that 
their children should be smort 
and intelligent but this end can 
never be ochieved if there are 
controls at eve^ step. How con o 
person become smart if there is 
constant criticism of whatever 
new and innovative he plans or 
does? 


Shuchi Void Is 
doing her BCA 
in Shimia and 
would like to 
do MCA after 
her gradua¬ 
tion. 

The best escape from the 
generation gap is my hostel. 
Parents often lecture us on the 
importance of simple living ond 
moking do without fashionable 
shoes and jeans, but they never 
inculcate the idea of high-think¬ 
ing by personal example. In 
many cases, they are as enam¬ 
oured of the modern life as we. 
They fail to realise that nobody 
wonts to listen to lectures, espe¬ 
cially hypocritical ones. 


J. Premkumar 
b doing his 
B.Scat 

Palayamkottoi 
In Tamil Nadu. 

There ore many faults in the 
Indian way of life. The first is reli¬ 
gion. The older generation is 
more pious but the younger gen¬ 
eration has learnt that rituals are 
meaningless. So it becomes o 
point of criticism. The culture 
argument is used to browbeat 
the young and to restrict them. 
The second is lack of interaction 
in the family. Even without televi¬ 
sion oikI modern lifestyles, it is 
impossible to communicate with 
porenb without them ordering us 


to do something or the other. 
Parents should only provide 
guidelines and leave rest to the 
children. 


Sheetol kal b 
from MoHgara, 
Darfeellng. She 
Is doing her 
■.Com and 
wanb to do her 


I never faced the problem of 
generation gap as my parents 
have been quite understanding. 
Instead of ordering, they give 
suggestions which I find ore usu- 
olly very practical. I understand 
that they are my loving parents 
and do not want their child to get 
into any problem. 

But there are other families 
where this problem is very 
severe. I think that porents 
should change their approach 
and not be seen to be giving only 
orders. No one is absolutely right 
or wrong. If understanding is 
built up, the problem will be 
reduced to o very greot extent. 

Manlsho Negi 
has dene a 
joumalbm 
course in New 
Delhi and now 
wants to 
appear in the 
, Civil Services 

examination. 

The worst form of genera¬ 
tion gap exists in middle class 
families. The factors that aggra¬ 
vate it are; limited incomes, aver¬ 
age academic record, narrow 
sotiol interoction ond outdated 
ideas of morality While the high¬ 
ly competitive era is recognised, 
the necessity of healthy interoc¬ 
tion and discussion is not. A 
youngster cannot expand his 
horizon without inviting criticism 
from parents. 

For 0 girl it is worse. 
Everything in her life is dictated 
and she is discriminoted against. 
It is agonising when patents 
claim a free hand in trivial mat¬ 
ters os dioosing her friends. In 
the name of 'Indian culture', par¬ 
ents norrow down her limib to 


the home, to a few approved 
friends and few course books. 
Her zeal to be successful and 
populor is considered immoral. 
No matter how much we do, it is 
impossible to make porenb see 
reason. 

A catering 
graduate, S. 
Karthegeyan 
werfce bi a 
French restau¬ 
rant In Pondi¬ 
cherry. He 
now wants to 
do his MBA from a top man¬ 
agement school. 

Parental love con often be 
constricting. In a competitive 
world, it is important that the 
individual be exposed to the 
world, but porenb continue to 
protect their children. They, thus, 
hinder their growth. Accepted < 
that porenb love us, but they 
need to be open to the needs 
and wishes of children. 
Otherwise they will push them 
into careers in which they ore not 
interested in. There con be noth¬ 
ing more criminal than this. 

Namrata 
Chhibber has 
finished her 
doss 12 and 
wanb to join 
an engineering 
college. She 
lives In Durg In 
Madhya Pradesh. 

After finishing my exoms I 
wanted to spend some time with 
my friends. My porenb refused to 
let me go. I was getting bored sit¬ 
ting at home and desperately 
wanted to go out. One evening 
they allowed me but on the way 
back, my vehicle had a puncture, 
so I got late. As a result, every¬ 
body stopped talking to me and 
thought that I had done some¬ 
thing wrong. I was able to solve 
this by talking to them and set¬ 
ting their minds at pence. I 
realised that they were worried 
for their doughter and that was 
the reason for their reaction. As a 
result of the talk, they began to 
respect my feelings and I feel 
more close to them now. I sug¬ 


gest that everybody who goes 
through these kind of tensipra, 
should be frank and talk with 
porenb. 

Prtyonk Verma 
bdotnghle 
B.Scin 

Computenfai 
Jabalpur and 

WIHIH IQ QQ 

MBA after hb 
graduotlan. 

Generation gap is the most 
delicate problem which a youth 
has to kice today. CkishM of 
mindset may figure in every field, 
be it academics, extra curricdlar 
activities or their doily chores. It n 
importont to get over this other¬ 
wise these moy create unwanted 
obstocles in their quest for suc¬ 
cess. Adaptation is Hie key to this 
problem. Porenb must put them¬ 
selves in the child's shoes and 
view the world accordingly. H is a 
psychologicol problem but net 
without solution. 

K. Chandra 
Sekhar it doing 
hit engineering 
from Kumool 
in A. P. Hb 
ambition b to 
become an IPS 
officer. 

Parents occupy a central 
place in the life of o child. But 
wheii there is too much control, it 
may affect the relations between 
the tvra. So they must leom to 
give youngsters o breathing 
space By imposing resrrictions, 
parents actually hinder the per¬ 
sonality of the child. Instead, they 
should encourage children to 
have hobbies and some amount 
of liberty. 

For their part, children 
should be responsible enough to 
earn their freedom. They should 
have a specific oim and work for 
it. The temptations are great to 
waste time or foil into bod com¬ 
pany, but this should be avoided. 


I TkaikiNiMMlbyNr 

t SiMMnfiwivffliifaMfM 

I tolkiNdliiM, 
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1. acuity: {a) sharpness 

(b) foolishness (c) sickness (d) 
nervousness. 

2. broadside: (a) back¬ 
biting (b) armed attack (c) veiled 
threat (d) wordy attack. 

3. cagey: (a) careless 

(b) secretive (c) aggressive 
{d} heroic. 

4. dally: (a) deliver 
{b) deceive (c) conceive (d) delay. 

- 5. evince; (a) repeat (b) cheat 

(c) show (d) meet. 

6. flippancy: (a) simp¬ 
licity (b) thoughtlessness (c) bri¬ 
bery (d) seriousness. 

7. galore: (a) with pleasure 
(b) in sorrow (c) in plenty (d) in 
desperation. 

8. hush-hush: (a) hard 
working (b) superior (r) exciting 

(d) confidential. 

9 ingratiate; (a) simplify 
{b) verify (c) satisfy (d) flatter. 

10. jammy {..) easy (b) diffi¬ 
cult (c) slow (d) fast. 

11. loggerheads: (a) praying 

ANSWERS 

1. acuity: (a) sharpness, 
acuteness. 

—Even the worst critics of 
the minister acknowledge his 
intellectual acuilif and com¬ 
mitment to the assignment. 

2. broadside: (d) wordy 
attack. 

—Broadsides of inter¬ 
national outcry are likely to be 
fired on scientists who try to 
engineer physical and genetic 


j. A-'i-'] 

-/lJ 
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(b) quarrelling (c) discussing 
id) competiKig. 

12. mii^b: (a) generous 

(b) confident (c) obstinate 
(d) delicate. 

13. ncttie: (a) annoy (b) settle 

(c) govern negotiate. 

14. opprobrium: (a) appro¬ 
val (b) denial (c) disgrace 

(d) submission. 

15. pow-wow; (a) meeting 

(b) departure (c) arrival (d) acci¬ 
dent. 

16. quidpiD-quaE(a)something 
shameful (b) something in return 

(c) hard-hitting speech (d) warm 
welcome. 

17. rubbish (vk (a) manage 

(b) spoil (c) split (d) criticize. 

18. skulk: (a) hide (b) reveal 

(c) argue (d) .achieve. 

19. upbeat: (a) senseless 
(b) cautious (r) lively (d) cri¬ 
tical. 

20. vertiginous: (a) causing 
injury (b) causing giddiness (c) in- 
suiting remark (d) cordial relation. 

characteristics according to the 
needs of society. 

3. cagey: (b) secretive, 
cautious. 

— He IS very cagey about 
office matters; therefore the 
officers rely upon him very much. 

4. dally: (d) delay, prolong. 
—She da/fo over her work 

and rarely finishes it. 

.5. evince: (c) show, 
manifest. 

—Foreign buyers evinced 
keen interest in Indian products 



on display in the recently held 
Industrial Fair. 

6 flippancy: (b) thought¬ 
lessness, frivolity, impertinence. 

—His flippancy makes il 
difficult to have a decent 
conversation with him. 

7. galore: (c) in plenty. 

—The dog's loyalty to his 
master is proverbial and there 
are stories galore about the 
canine's noble qualities. 

8. hush-hush: (d) confi¬ 
dential, very secret. 

—^The job of an 'intelligence 
agency' officer is qiiit^iish-bu.sb 
and as such he avoids meeting 
people of all types. 

9. ingratiate: (d) flatter, 
please to charm or to gain 
favour. 

—Some bureaucrats can 
always think of ingenious 
methods of ingratialing them¬ 
selves with the 'powers-that-be'. 

10. jammy: (a) easy. 

—This is one of the jammiesl 

jobs I’ve ever had. ' 

11. loggerheads: (b) quar¬ 
relling, disagreeing. 

—His father's will set 
him at loggerheads with his 
brother. 

12. mulish: (c) obstinate, 
stubborn. 

—Talks between the 
management and workers failed 
due to the mulish attitude of 
trade union leaders. 

1^. nettle: (a) annoy, 
irritate. 

—My free and frank 
opinion nettled many a member 


present in the meeting. 

14. opprobrium: (c) dis¬ 
grace, shame 

— His arrogance as a 
minister has incurred or excifed 
opprobrium of the people. 

15. pow-wow: {a) meeting. 

—The Finance Minister 

holds a series of pow-xooms 
with industrialists, eco¬ 
nomists and trade-union 
leaders before preparing the 
annual budget. 

1 6. quid-pro-quo: (b) some¬ 
thing in return. 

—The poor farmer 
offered the u.sc of his cottage 
to the driver as a qnid-pro-tiiio 
for giving him free lift in the 
taxi. 

17. rubbish (v): (it) criticize. 

—Despite the fact it was a 

big budget film, it was rubbished 
both by critics and viewers 
alike. 

18. skulk: (a| hide or move 
(as if planning something bad). 

—The notorious don 
boarded a mid-night flight 
and skulked away from the 
country. 

19. upbeat: (c) lively, 
cheerful. 

4 

—Havit^ conducted under¬ 
ground nuclear tests successfully, 
the whole of India was in an 
upbeat mood. 

20. vertiginous: (b) causing 
giddiness, dizziness. 

—4Vhi]e coming down the 
steep hill, the mountaineer felt 
a strange feeling of vertiginous 
descent. 


2SOCX:TOBER 98 COMPETITION MASTER 






ARGUMENTATION 


Quesdans M Social and 
Ecanondc PiaUonis 


R.BJ.S.B. (B>DR) Grade B (Main Exam) held on May 24,1998 


Q.l. (a) Examine India's population | 
policy since 1975. I 

(b) Discuss the causes of high rate | 
of population growth in India. j 

Ans. (tf) One of the major problems ] 
that India faces is of massive population 
growth. The significance of the growth in 
population can be judged from the fact that 
during the decade 1981-91, there has been 
an increase of about 161 million. By 21100 
A.D., population growth tan be expected 
to cross 1000 million. The alarming rate of 
population growth makes it necessary for 
i!S to have a suitable population policy, 
i For the first three plans, we cannot sav 
: that there was an effective population 
' policy followed. After the Fc'urtlt Plan, the 
government went ahead with a systematic 
metltod of family planning, as well as a 
well- planned overall population polie\. 

In India, population policy was based 
on a "cafetaria approach" i c. making use 
of all scientifically approved contracep¬ 
tives. During the emergency, family plan¬ 
ning wa« carried on at a very enthusiastic 
pace. The government proposed legiski- 
tions to raise the age of marriage to 18 tor 
' girls and 21 for boys; there were special 
measures to raise the level of temale edu¬ 
cation in all States. Population policy also 
raised monetary compensation to encour¬ 
age adoption of family plamiing methods. 

Soon after the time of emergency, the 
government took advantage of the situa¬ 
tion i\nd went in for a massive drive for 
compulsory sterilisation. This also led to 
. certain problems because the targel-ori- 
■ ented approach prompted the family plan- 
! ning staff to work in an indiscriminate 
I manner, and a high proportion of people 
; sterilised did not belong to the reproduc- 
tive age group. Second, the family plan¬ 
ning programme was speeded up at the 
, cost of general health services; consc- 

' qiientlyptovinon of normal health services 


suffered in hospitals. 

Population policy didn't receive much 
attention from the Janata government in 
1977. The Sixtli Plan laid stress on the fam¬ 
ily planning programme but there were a 
few shortcomings responsible lor the .short¬ 
fall in achievements c.g. lack of 
infrastructural facilities, less than optimal 
use of available resources, political, eco- 
I nomic and cultural restraints, high infant 
I mortality rate. Due to the shortcomings in 
i the Sixth Plan, the government tixik a more 
! realistic view of the situation and revised 
i its health policy stating that instead of at¬ 
taining a net reproduction rate of 1 by the 
1 year 2000 A.D., it will now be possible to 
■ reach the goal only by the period 2006- 
; 2011. Thegovemmentalsorealisixl that the 
i family planning programme can succeed 
j only if child survival rale in our country is 
, enhanced. The main thrust of the Seventh 
! Plan wa.s, therefore, cm reduction in infant 
[ mortality as well as matcrn.il mortality 
rates. The family planning programme was 
rtmamed family welfare programme and 
the focu'- now shifted to maternal and child i 
health programmes. 

At the time of the Eighth Plan, the ’ 
; National Development Council stre.ssed 
tile need for an effective population policy 
' The National Health Policy (1988) targetted 
, to achieve a Net Reproduction Rate of unity 
bv the year 2000 A.D. This w’ould mean, 

; achieving a birth rate of 21 per thousand, 

' death rate of 9 per thousand and natural 
> population growth rale ol 1.2%. Realising 
; that reduction in birth rate is tlie impera- 
' live need for the success of family plan- 
j ning, the government stepped up the 
allocations to family welfare programmes. 
The Eighth Plan (1992-97) allocated a total 
outlay of Rs 6500 crore for family welfare 
prograituncs for the entire plan period. 
However, inspite of a number of steps 
taken there has been a virtual stagnation 


in sterilisation programme. 

Although the present population sce¬ 
nario is grim, a strong political will and 
sustained administrative support, coupled 
with imaginative programmes of popula¬ 
tion limitation, can help to achieve the goal 
of reducing population growth rate. 

(b) Causes of high rate of popula¬ 
tion growth 

The basic cau.se for high rate of popu¬ 
lation growth is that while the death rate 
has been decreasing rapidly, the birth rate 
has been njore or less the same. Therefore, 
the cause.s of high population growth can 
be identified as (1) those that have led to 
! high birth rate and (2) those that have led 
to low death rate in India. 

Causes of high birth rate 
I (;) Early and Universal Marriage —In 
; India, early and universal marriage is 
I prevalent and about 80 per cent girls are 
; married during the most fertile period of 
i 15 to 20 years of age. 

(li) Joint family si/.steiH—This encour¬ 
ages young couples to have children evert 
though they themselves might not be in a 
position to support them. This is expecially 
so in rural areas of the country. 

(lii) Widespread Poverty —In Ir.dia per 
capital income i.s very low as comjiared to 
other advanced countries. Nearly 38 per 
cent of the population is below the pov- 
1 erty line. Even those who are not below' 

I tlie poverty line, are denied nutritious food 
! and other amenities of life, 
j (ii>) SHpfrsfifio«.s—Children are con- 

I sidered as the gift of t'.od and people often 
■ consider themselves lucky if they have 
; more children. 

(r>) Lack of Education is a big hin- 
i drance because it hampers changes in the 
j attitude of the people, particularly in re- 
I sped to family, marriage, birth of a child, 
j (r;) Predominance of agriculture— 

I Besides the fact that agriculture donainates 


I 
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the CM Cupational pattern in India, what is 
also important is that people iii agriculture 
tend to feel that a greater number of chil¬ 
dren would be beneficial to their profes¬ 
sion. 

Causes of Low Death Rate 

(i) Decline in Epidemics 

(ii) Uibanisation of population—-with 
development of medical facilities also. 

(lit) Late marriages—which helps con¬ 
trol the death rate of young girls during 
childbirth. 

(/i>) Spread of Education and a change 
in habits of people. 

(v) Decline in social evils. 

2. (a) What are the defects of agri¬ 
cultural marketing in India? 

(f>) What are the solutions to ove^ 
come the defects? 

Ans. (a) Hie position of agricultural 
marketing is quite bad in India. The In¬ 
dian farmer is poor, illiterate and ignorant. 
Facilities for storage the produce are not 
easily available. 

Secondly, the average farmer is poor 
and indebted and he is in no capacity to 
! wait for better prices. He is forced to sell 
j his output to the moneylender or to the 
trader, so as to clear his debts. These kind 
1 of distress sales weaken the already miser- 
j able position of the average Indian farmer. 

I Third, conditions in the nmndis are 
j such that the former may have to wail for 
I some time before he may be able to dis- 
! pose o! his produce. The farmer may not 
1 haveproper warehousing facilities to keep 
j his stock while he wails. The method of 
transaction is generally against the inter¬ 
est of the farmer. In the maiidis, the farmer 
I makes use of a broker to sell his output. 
1 The price which is settled is generally to 
1 the advantage of the broker and not the 
I farmer. 

I Fourth, the transport conditions m 
rural areas are so bad that even richer fa rm- 
ers who have large amounts of surplus, 
may not be interested in going to the 
mandis. 

Fifth, the number of intermediaries 
and middlemen between the farmer and 
the final consumer of his produce is too 
many, and the margin going to them too 
large. 

Finally, taribcrs do not ordinarily get 


information about the ruling prices in the 
big markets. As a result, farmers have to 
accept whatever price is quoted to them 
and have to believe whatever the trader 
tells them. 

(b) Solutions to overcome defects 

The government has been taking vari¬ 
ous steps to improve the conditions of 
agricultural marketing. It set up the All 
India Warehousing Corporation to con¬ 
struct and manage a whole network of 
warehouses in all towns and mandis 
j To promote warehousing in villages 
1 the co-operative societies are given neces- 
I sary financial and technical facilities. Co- 
j operative marketing and processing 
i societies have been started to market the 
I agricultural goods of the farmers. Co-op¬ 
erative marketing is meant to assure rea¬ 
sonable prices and remove all exploitation 
of the farmers by dalals and arhaliyas. The 
government also takes steps to give im¬ 
portance to rural transport under the Five 
Year Plans. Besides, regulated markets have 
been started and the interests of the farm¬ 
ers have been well safeguarded in tliese 
! markets. After the recommendations of the 
Agricultural Prices Commission, the gov¬ 
ernment is also taking steps to stabilise 
foodgrain prices. The government also 
markets agricultural produce through the 
Food Corporation of India (FCI) and the 
Cotton Corporation of India (CCl). 

I In order to remove the negative im- 
j pact of the defects of the agricultural mtu - 
I keting system, the government can have a 
comprehensive and rapid expansion of tlie 
I regulated marketing system having organic 
I links with primary market. There should 
j be an establishment of linkage with major 
' consuming centres and regulated markets 
i should be utilised for the generation of 
resources of levying a surcharge and asso¬ 
ciating Panchayats in the task. 

A! 10 , standard weights should be used 
and people in the rural areas should be 
provided with adequate finance. Interests 
of consumers as well as producers should 
be protected. Moreover, the producers 
I should have perfect knowledge of prevail- 
j ing Rurket prices so that they may get 
benefits of efficient marketing system. 
There is also a need for marketing research, 
education, extension, market inspection 
I and occasional surveys of market which 


can go a long way to identifying problems 
and finding solutions for efficient market¬ 
ing system. It is important to investigate 
marketing methods, changing demand, 
cost and prices also, in order to achieve 
efficiency. 

3. Examine the role of the private 
sector in developing infrastructure in 
our country, with special reference to 
power and telecommunications. 

Ans. The government of India has, 
over the past few years, realised that in¬ 
frastructure need not be a public sector 
monopoly. In the past, the responsibility 
for providing infrastructure services was 
vested with the government—because of 
I heavy capital investments, long gestation 
I periods, externalities, high risks and low 
I rates of return on investment. However, 

I the inefficiency of the infrastructure sys- 
I tern and the huge gaps between demand 
I and supply have made it necessary for the 
i private .sector to step in. Besides just en- 
I couraging the private sector, the govern- 
I ment also wants to encourage 
public-private partnerships. Some of the 
important steps taken in the direction of 
■ encouraging investment in infrastructure 
I are- 

(a) The government has set up in Janu¬ 
ary 1997, the Infrastructure Development 
I Finance company, under the Indian Com- 
j panics Act, with an authorised capital of 
: Rs 5000 crore. 

(h) The government has anj’ounced a 
' tax holiday to companies developing, 

! maintaining and operating infrastructure 
facilities, such as roads, bridges, new air¬ 
ports, ports and railway projects and also 
those dealing widi water supply, sanita¬ 
tion and sewerage projects. 

(c) The government has permitted 
income tax exemption on dividend, inter¬ 
est or long-term capital gains earned by 
funds or companies set up to develop, 
maintain and operate an infrastructure fa¬ 
cility. 

(d) The government has raised the 
coqius of the National Highways Author¬ 
ity of India Ltd (NHAI) by Rs 200 crore to 
enable it to leverage funds from the do¬ 
mestic and international capital markets. 

(e) The government has enhancwl tax 
rebate limits for investments in shares and 
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I 

I debentures offered by infrastructure com- 
i panics; this is to channelise domestic sav- 
j ings into such investments. 

Infrastructure investments arc, by their 
very nature, long gestation activities. If 
; private participation has to be encouraged 
j to enter the infrastructure, there is the need 

■ to develop domestic capital markets which 
I will make funds available for long periods 
I through long-term instruments. 

An important decision on the part of 
I the government has been to encourage 
! private investment in power generation. 

The private sector is not allowed to sell 
; power directly to the consumers, it has to 
I sell it to the State Electricity Hoards (SEB). 

There could be certain problems that the 
; private sector could face—risks in con- 

■ structing power plants. The private sector 
, is expect^ to compensate for the lack of 

mobilization of resources on the parts of 
the State Electricity Boards (SEBs). 

The telecommunications department 
IS also important. The application of 
1 modern telecommunications technology 
is an extremely important ingredient in 
the rapid growth of India's economy. In 
this sense, telecom is viewed as an es- 
. sential "factor of production", which is 
part of the process of transforming the 
efficiency of utilisation of India's labour 
and capital. 

The private sector can also play an im- 
. porlaiit role in the telecomo sector. The 
major consideration here is the cost to the 
; customer. Private players in the telecom 
sector arc expected to provide more effi¬ 
cient services. It could perhaps be possible 
for the government to allow entry of the 
: private sector into the telecom sector, w ilh 
: the assurance that price charged is suitable 
for the customers. 

In India, whether it is power or tele¬ 
communications, in both the sectors, it is 
important to have a combination of public 
and private sectors because various scc- 
• tions of society have to be able to afford 
these services. 

I 

I 4. Analyse the effects of economic 
; reforms on reducing the extent of pov- 
I erty in India. 

I Ans. Poverty alleviation has been on 
{ the national policy agenda for more than 
1 fifty years. The importance of reduction in 


poverty and provision of other basic needs 
has been emphasized in all the Five Year 
Plans. The government has a two-pronged 
approach, i.v. promoting economic growth 
and direct action towards poverty allcvia- 
I tion. Poverty ratios during the l^ROs were 
' distinctly lower than in the 19fi0s and 1970s 
■ and the period upto the early 70s was 
! characteriseii by fluctuations in the pov- 
I erty ratios, with no clearly discernible trend 
I over time. Since the economic reforms in- 
! troduced in 1991, there has been a lot of 
j talk about the possible adverse impact on 
i the poor. 

' In luly 1991, a wide-ranging process 
I of policy reforms was initiated. 'The reform 
I process had two components. One, stahili- 
j zation of the macro economy aiming at 
j controlling fiscal and balance of payments 
j deficits and controlling inflation through 
! the appropriate interest rate, and exchange 
rate and fiscal and monetary policies. The 
second, structural adjustment which aims 
at removing controls in domestic economy 
I and opening up of the economy to interna- 
j tion.ll trade and investment. These mea- 
I surcs are expected to increase efficiency in 
1 thewonomy. 

i In the post-reform period, rural pov- 
I erty increased significantly in the first two 
j and half years of the reforms (Wl, 1992 
j and PRl). In 1992, it was .iround 46% hul 
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declined to around 40'/o in 199%94. As 
compared to 1990-91, (pre-reform period), 
rural poverty w.is higher in 1993-94. Ur¬ 
ban poverty increa.scd in 1992 and 1993 
before declining significantly to 3r’'I. in 
1993-94. We can thus say, that rural pov¬ 
erty increased by about two percentage 
points, while urban poverty dcclinixi by 
four percentage points. 

Rural poverty experienced a rise* in the 
post-rctorm period mainly due te thrw 
factors—stabilization measures, poor agri¬ 
cultural performance and increase in food 
prices. 

In 1993-94, there was a decline in ru¬ 
ral pc»verty. 'Ihis could have been caused 
by lower inflation, relaxation of fiscal com¬ 
pression, and significant increase in expen¬ 
diture on employment programmes. 

There has been significant increase in 
employment under anti-poverty 
programnws in 1993-94. However, as com¬ 
pared to the pre-reform year 1990-91, there 


has not been much change in the severity 
of poverty. Better management of food 
economy would liavc further improved the 
situation in 199.3-94. 

Urban poverty declined significantly 
in 1993-94 as comparwl to any year of pro- 
or post-reform period. A mon* moderate 
rise in urban poverty in the first two years 
of reform period, and a significant decline 
in 1993-94, was attributable to the slower 
pace of reforms in the industrial and pub¬ 
lic sector, along with the n'laxation of fis¬ 
cal contraction. 

When we question the effect of eco¬ 
nomic reforms on poverty, we have to dis¬ 
tinguish between stabilisation and 
structural adjustment-related reforms. The 
stabilization measures, such as n'duction 
in public investment and expenditure on 
anti-poverty programmes, could be re¬ 
sponsible for increase in rural povert)'. 
There were apprehensions that economic 
reforms would increase urban poverty. 
Surprisingly, urban poverty increased only 
moderately till 1993 and declined signifi¬ 
cantly in 1993-94. The stabilisation mea¬ 
sures led to contraction in economic 
activity and negative or low growth in 
the first two years of the reform period. 

I The reform related measures, such as re- 
! moval of domestic and trade controls, 
might not have been responsible for in¬ 
crease in poverty. Changes in poverty were 
, m lie duo to agriciiltur.ii performance. 

; management of the food economy, mclud- 
; ing food prices, and stabilisation measures 
j rather than the structural ad|ustment. 

I However, in the first few years, it was 
I difficult to distinguish between some of 
j the stabilisation measures and structural 
j adjustment-related reforms, 
i Another aspect that one has to con- 
j sider is what would have been the silu- 
I ation without reforms. With balance of 
j payments crisis and problems in Central 
: and State finances, the fiscal contraction I 
i would have been inevitable. Therefore, 
j it would hr wrong to blame economic 
I reforms for everything that happened af- 
I ter July 1991. We should remember that 
I although the reform-related measures 
1 may cause transitory problems to the 
i poor, poverty would be with us for quite 
i some time, with or without economic 
I reforms. 
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Descriptive Questiens 


Chec)(ing price-rise 

uQ- Suggest three effective measures 
to check price-rise of essential com¬ 
modities. Explain how the steps sug¬ 
gested by you would produce the 
desired results. 

I Ans. Witli the spectre of iinprece- 
I dented price-rise of essential commodi¬ 
ties staring us in the face and making big 
holes in tlie piKkets of all, it is time the 
'powers-tlial be' both it> the Statc*> as well 
as at the Centre woke up and tinrk some 
stern and serious steps to stem the rot. 
There is no gainsaying the fact that the 
worst affected segments of six^iety are 
those with fixed incomes, daily wage 
earners, migrant labourers and the like. It 
nei>ds no reiteration to state that once the 
prices start going up, they just refuse to 
obey the law of gravitation. Under the 
prevailing situation that seems going out 
of hands, the needle of suspicion points 
towanis those traders, middlemen and 
hoarders who work in tandem and create 
atlificial scarcity, panic buying, and fast 
erosion of the valui* of money. If pas.ses 
i every thinking man’s comprehension 
j how the things have been allowed to 

: reach the present pass, where every one 

I who matters is trying to pass the buck 
j and evade any responsibility for the 
i mess on thr> price-rise front. IJeftire it is 
i t(K) late to mend the matters, the follow- 
t ing measures, both short-term as well as 
! long-term, should be taken without any 
I furtlier delay. With every increase in 
inflation, prices tend to soar up and vice 
versa. Short-fall in prcHluction of tssen- 
tial comnuxlities, coupled with an abnor¬ 
mal rise in money supply, aggravates the 
price situation. The only way out to 
check the spiralling prices is to adopt a 
twrvpronged strategy. Going in for 
imports in the short-run and augmenting 
production on a long-tenn basis, along- 
with a scrupulous ban on wasteful and 
unproductive expenditure, can certainly 
have a salutary effect on the run-away 
p'ice-rise. 


Strong political will to bcxrk all those 
who indulge in hoarding and black-mar¬ 
keting ran prove the Ixma-fides of the 
governments, both at the Centre as well 
as in the States. That the government of 
the day means business should he seen 
on the ground and not promised only in 
tall talks and silly statistics. Revamping 
of the Public Distribution System, intro¬ 
duction of mere mobile shops for weaker 
and vulnerable sectioas of society can go 
a long way in arresting die menace of 
price rise. 

Political stability, fear of law enforc¬ 
ing agencies, aided by strict enforcement 
of anti-hoarding laws by the Slate gov¬ 
ernments, can help curb the rising graph 
of price-rise. All said and done, the real 
solution of the problem lies in more pro¬ 
duction of essential goods and less pop¬ 
ulism, elimination of middle-men and 
remunerative prices to the producers. An “ 
ostrich-like approach to the burnmg 
issues will not do the trick. 

Loss of Memory 

Q. If human beings the world over 
lose their memory, what would hap¬ 
pen? Give three possible consequences 
if such a thing happens. 

Ans. Memory is a priceless posses¬ 
sion with which almost all normal 
luiinan beings are boni. just as other t.il- 
ents and aptitudes differ from peison to 
person, similarly the gift of memory, as 
an inseparable part of human psyche and 
personality, is neither uniform in 
strength nor alike in expression and exhi- 
bitioi.. Some persons are born with 
exceptional memory is as true as some 
others with failing or short memory. The 
strength nr weaimess of memory in a 
persiin helps or handicaps, is a fact of life 
that we leani to live with. Having lived 
and enjoyed the fruits of memory since 
time immemorial, if human beings the 
world over, suddenly lose this precious 
possession, the consequences of such a 
dubious development will be anything 


but pleasant. 

With the lo^ of memory in life, the 
chances of utter confusion-cuni-chaos 
overtaking every aspect of human activi¬ 
ty and interaction will be as stark as the 
prevailing smooth-sailing when memory 
is the main-stay of our day-to-day life. 
The applecart of life on this planet will 
be so much upset when memory disap¬ 
pears that it is unnerving and unsavoury 
to visualise Ihe future. Oirr daily chores 
will be so much affected that it may not 
be possible to bring derailed life back on 
rolls without the inborn support of mem¬ 
ory. In short, the entire pattern of routine 
life, both at home and outside, will go 
topsy-turvy. 

Most of our mundane activities are 
carried out with the help trf memor)-. 
Many business transactions are condud- 
ed and honoured through the word ot 
mouth, because those entering into ver¬ 
bal agreements have memory as their 
potent weapon to remind, renew and 
refresh what had transpired eaiijer. ll 
will he a sad day if human beings are 
forced to carry on (heir persons the 
unnei essary paraphernalia like pen, pen¬ 
cil and paper so that everything that is 
talked about or agreed upon, even casu¬ 
ally, is put in black and white and then 
got authenticated with signature or 
thumb imprt*ssion. What an awful devel¬ 
opment as a result of memory’s loss ih 
human life! .Students will not be able to 
give any exams. Scientists will not 
remember any formulas. One will not 
even remember names and faces of near 
and dear ones. With no one remembering 
anything, life will come to stand-still. It 
will indeed be a sorry state of affahv. 

For forms of government let fools 
contest 

Q. "For forms of government let 
fools contest" is a saying that means 
much to the common people. 
Substantiate the suin and substance 
contained in ttte saying with your views 
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based upon reading, knowledge and 
present-^ay realities. 

Ans. With governments falling like 
sandy walls and good governance 
becoming a distant dream, it is futile to 
pin many hopes only on a particular 
form of government and condemn others 
to the dust-bin. We may suffer from the 
frailty of our memory Wng short-lived, 
we cannot completely forget the once- 
promised 'a government that works' and 
a recent rosy garden shown in the form 
of 'able leader and stable goveninient', 
having become bitter experiences of bad 
governance and the resultant unstable 
political scenario. If in desperation or 
some fond hope of something better 
turning up in future, people begin to sub¬ 
scribe to the view that only f(K)ls waste 
their breath over the forms of govern¬ 
ment and wise men judge them by their 
work and worth, irrespective of their 
form, formal and formulation, the latter 
deserve the kudos for theii practical 
approach. 

Since democracy has come to (kcii- 
py the pride of place ui people's peicep- 
tions, proclivities and practices, it looks 
anachronistic and amoral to denigrate it 
and uphold the virtues of other forms, 
that still prevail along the political map 
ot the world. 

The telling troth that only 'that gov¬ 
ernment is the best that administers the 
best' has sUhmI the lest of timl^. Common 
people seldom ask for the moon from 
their respective governments. They only 
crave for security of life and political sta¬ 
bility, rule of law, provision of the basic 
services like water, power, roads, com 
munications, education, health care and 
sanitation, job opportunities and, alrove 
all, availability of t*ssenlial gtxids at rea¬ 
sonable prices. If the government tails to 
perform and deliver tire gixnls, it resorts 
to expediency, gimmickery and cheap 
rhetorics to divert people's attention to 
stay in office. If even these tactics fail, it 
tries to hixtdwink people by offering 
some sops. When such a situation arises, 
the only alternative seems is either 
change of government or a change in the 
form of government. Die-hards and ideo- 
logues may whip the dead horse and 
harp on the advantages of the prev'ailing 
mess, the need of the hour b to go in for 


a new system of government that ensures 
speedy redressal of peirple’s grievances, 
establbhment of responsive and respon¬ 
sible government and the like. 

The History of the World b rqjlete 
with instances of governments being 
overthmwn once they lost the omfidence 
of the people and became irrelevant due 
to their inefficiency, corniption, repres¬ 
sive nile and a host of other ills. 
Whenever people found themselves at 
the end of their tether, there was a coup 
d'etat. When tired of being duped contin¬ 
uously by the rulers of different hues, the 
poet Pope could not help expressing the 
heart feelings of the people by making 
the above saiil observation that has 
become an axiom now. 

Development versus destruction 

Q. Some persons or environmental¬ 
ists feel that all development is destruc¬ 
tive. Give two arguments in favour and 
two against the opinion held by some. 
Arguments in favour of thv opinion 

1. One nml not be an earntst envi¬ 
ronmentalist or an aggressive human 
rights activist to pin point the all round 
degradation that hapha7.<ud and mind¬ 
less development has brought about in 1 
the entire socio-economic structure of 
our polity. Whether rich or poor young 
or old, the ill effects ot pollution, wlielher 
in the almosphc're oi in the water, at 
home or oiiLside, are going to affect one 
and all williool mercy. The daily intake 
of poison by each living being is a writ¬ 
ing on the wall and if the present 
momentum of degeneration and di'stiiic- 
tion of the eco-syslem is allowed to con 
linue in the name of development, the 
day is not far olf when most of us will 
have to wear masks and carry on inir 
persons containers of fresh air. 

2. The way development has ren¬ 
dered piMiple homeless in their own 
country is a sad commentary on the 
duhious development that we boast of by 
freely flaunting facts and figures about 
annual growth, fattening of foreign 
exchange earrings and the like. Who can 
deny tlw fact that we have played havcK. 
with our landscape, denuded the forests, 
poisoned the rivers and displaced mil¬ 
lions of human beings from their ances¬ 
tral homes for the sake of big dams. 



smoke bulging factories, erection or con- 
stnictum of concrete jungles and so on. 
With millions still living below the 
poverty line, slums spreading likesewes, 
cultural etlus crumbling, violence and 
vulgarity becoming everyday nightmare, 
no further proof b needed to decry the 
foul fallout of development and agree 
with the opinion expressed by some 
thinkers on development. 

Arguments against the opinion 

1. The critics of development seem 
to Iwve developed an inveterate preju¬ 
dice against the very name and nature of 
devek’pment. No doubt, all steps ferc- 
ward on the road to development result 
in some disturbance or dislocation in the 
established order. But can we afford to 
become static and suffer the handicaps 
that our forefathers had to liear for want 
of projier develojunent of infrastructure, 
siKial services, industrial-cum-agricul- 
tural revolfilion and the like? There b no 
gain without pain in life. A rose without 
a tliorn is just not pixssible. Hence the 
critics of development siiootd give up 
lh(>ir myopic attitude towards develop¬ 
ment. 

2. Having enjoyeil the fruits of 
development, it is sheer hypocrisy on tiie 
part of env ironmentalists and thinkei’s to 
deiUHiiu e and declare all development as 
deslriKtive. Where would they be if there 
is n. 1 power, Iran.sporf. tommuniialiun to 
air their views and indulge in all sorts of 
criticism or protest against development? 
Do they wish us to go back a t(*w cen¬ 
turies and become a laughing stock of the 
world? Tertainly not! 

TOPICAL ESSAYS 

(For candidates appearing in I.A.S., 

P.C.S. and other higher grade Exams.) 

I’}/ 

A Panel of Experts 

KHANNA BROTHERS 

(Publishers) 

(Piiblishinci Division of Chandika Press bmited) 

126, Industrial Area. CHANDIGARH 


OCTOBER '98 COMPETITION MASTER 255 



The questions given below were set in the Assistant Provident 
Fund Commissioners' Fxiim held by the UPSC on March 29,1998.21 
questions of this paper were published in the Sept '98 issue of the CM. 

1. In the human body, rotator cuff muscle is to be found in 
the: 

(fl) shoulder (b) hip 

(c) wrist (d) ankle 

2. Consider the following statements regarding cars parked 
in a parking lot: 

1. All the Mariiti cars parked here are white. 

2. Some of these cars have radial tyn-s. 

.'1. All Maruti cars manufactured after 1986 have radial tyres 

4. All cars are not Marutis. 

Which one of the following mferenccs can be drawn from 
the statements given above? 

(a) Only white cars are parked here 
tf)) Some white Maruti cars w'ilh radial lyres are parked 
here 

(c) Cars other than Maruti do nut have radial tyres 

(d) Most ot the Marutis parked here were manufactured 
befort* 1986 

.1. As per the 1991 census, the largest percentage of 
Scheduled Castes population is in: 

{a) Bihar (fc) Uttar Pradesh 

(f) Punjab ((/) Arunachal Pradesh 

4. The code of conduct of political parties during elections 
is prescribed by the: 

{a) President of India (6) Union Cabinet 

(c) lil«:tion Commission 

(d) Speaker (ol Ink Sabha) in consultation with all the 
rerogni/.ed political parties 

5. Prions which have been reported to cause* mad cow's 
disease, Alzheimer's disease etc, are: 

(rt) Proteins (b) a class of bacteria 

yc) fungi (d) as yet unidentified viruses 

6. The monthly income ol a family is Rs .3000. 20% of it 
is spent on rhildwn's education. ()ut of (he balance, 15% is 
spent on house rent and from what is left, 50"/!. is spent on 
procisions. Ihen which of the following statements would be 
true? 

1. The amount spent on children's education is Rs 600. 

2. The amount spent on house rent is Rs 450. 

3. The amount spent on provisions is Rs 1020 

4. The family has Rs 1020 per month for other expenses 

Select the corn*ct answer using the codes given below; 

Codes: 

(a) 1, 2, .3 and 4 (b) 1, .3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4 {d) 1 and 3 
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7. The intcr-State dispute for a better share of waters of the 
Parambikulam-Aliyar project involves: 

(a) Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 

(b) Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala and Karnataka 

(d) Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

8. The quotation, "India is to me the dearest country in the 
world, not because it is my country but because I have discovered 
the greatest goodness in it...." is attributed to: 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Rabindranath Tagore 

(d) Mother Teresa 

9. Four political parties, W, X, Y and Z decided to set up 
a joint candidate for a forthcoming Parliamentary election. The 
formula agreed to was that the candidate must be acceptable to 
most of the parties. Four aspiring candidates. A, B, C and D were 
in contention for the ticket and approached the parties for the 
ticket. The position turned out to be: 

'A' was acceptable to W but not to Z 

'B' was acceptable to Y but not to X 

'C' was acceptable to W and Y 

'U' was acceptable to W and X 

While 'B' was preferred by W and Z, 'C was preferred by X 
and Z, 'U' was not acceptable to Y and Z, and 'A' was acceptable 
to X but not to Y In the end who got the ticket? 

(fl) A (b) B 

(r) C (d) D 

10. Which of the following features show that the Indus 
Valley people had a certain pattern of tt*chnical iinif irmitv? 

1. Use of standardised brick sizes 

2. Use of irrigation canals 

3 Use of a standard range of copper and bronze tools. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given belov.: 

Codes; 

(«) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 3 

11. Match List-I with LLst-lI and select the correct answer 
using the crxles given below the lists; 

List-1 l.ist-ll 

A. Rajendra II Chola 1. Battle of Kalinga 

B. Skandagupta 2. Battle of Manimangalam 

C. Narasimhavarman 3. Battle with Pushyamitra 
I Pallava 

D. Chandragupta 4. Battle with Seleucus Nikator 
Maurya 

5. Battle of Koppam 






Codes: 
A 
(fl) 5 

(b) 5 

(c) 2 

(d) 2 


B 

4 

3 

3 

3 


C 

2 

2 

5 

5 


D 

1 

4 

1 

4 


12. Which one of the following types of forests occupies the 
maximum land area in India? 

(fl) Mangrove forests 

(b) Temperate evergreen forests 

(c) Tropical deciduous forests 
id) Tropical evergreen forests 

13. There are six villages A, B, C, D, F. and K 
F is 1 km west of D 

B is 1 km east of E 
A is 2 km north of F. 

C is 1 km east of A 

D is 1 km south of A 

Which of these villages are in a line? 

(fl) A, C and B (f>) A, D and E 

(c) C, B and F (d) E, B and D 

14. Match List-I with List-ll and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 

List-I List-II 

A. Special Drawing Rights 1. Resen'e Bank of India 

B. International Development 2. International Monetary 
Agency 

C. Issue of one-rupee 

currency note 

D. Control of Non-Bank 
Financial Companies 

Codes: 


Fund 

3. World Bank 

4. Government of India 


A B C D 

(ii) 2 3 4 1 

(b) .‘241 

(c) 2 3 14 

(d) 3 ? 1 4 

15. Match List-I with List-II .ind select the correct answer 
u.sing the codes given below the lists; 


List-I 


List-II 

A. Rigv'eda 

1. 

Magic, tantric rituals etc 

B. Yajurveda 

2. 

Composition of music 

C. Samaveda 

3. 

Different yajnas and their rituals 

D. Atharvaveda 
Codes: 

4. 

Hymns relating to natural deities 

A B 

C 

D 

(fl) 3 4 

2 

1 

(6) 4 3 

1 

2 

(c) 3 4 

1 

2 

(d) 4 3 

2 

1 


16. Darjeeling and Dharamsala would be the right places to 
visit if one wanted to get a clear view respectively of 
(fl) Kanchanjur^ and Dhauladhar ranges 
(1>> Nandadwi and Dhauladhar ranges 
(c) Kanchanjunga and Nandadevi 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


(d) Nandadevi and Nanga Parbat 

17. Consider the following statements; 

1. A primary group is relatively smaller in size 

2. Intimacy is an essential characteristic of primary group 

3. A family may be an example of primary group 

In the light of the above statements, which one of the 
following inferences can be drawn? 

(fl) All families are primary groups 
(fl) All primary groups are families 

(c) A group of smaller size is always a primary group 

(d) Members of a primary group intimately know each 
other 

18. Cataract, a disease of the eye is due to 
(fl) lens turning opaque 

(f>) damage to cornea 

(c) tearing of retina 

(d) dislodgement of the retina 

19. Which of the following are said to be the causes of the 
decline of Mauryan Empire? 

1. Tire revolt of provincial governors 

2. The Hun invasions. 

3. Asoka's pacifism 

4. Brahminical resentment’with Asoka’s pro-Buddhist 
policies 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) 1, 3 and 4 

20. In the ficures 1, 2, 3 and 4 shown, the two symbols 

and t change their positions in a particular 
siqucpce. In figure number 5, tliese two symbols will appear as in; 




ANSWERS 


1. (fl) 

2. (f>) 

3. (ci 

4. (c) 

5. (d) 

6. (b) 

7. (d) 

8. (a) 

9. (c) 

10. (d) 

11. (b) 

12. (c) 

13. (b) 

14. (fl) 

15. (d) 

16. (fl) 

17. (r) 

18. (fl) 

19. (b) 

20. (c) 
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QuaniiBiiiiK Apniiile 

National Defence Academy Exam September, 1995 


Questions ]-40and questions 41-90 were published in August and 
September, 1998 issues respectively. Balance questions alongwith an¬ 
swers are given below: 

91. The given graph shows the petrol consumption of a coun¬ 
try in millions of tons from 19.S2 to 1962. 



0 52 54 56 58 60 62 

Year 

The approximate percentage increase on the 1952 figure over 
the next ten years will be: 

(fl) 25% (b) 40% (c) 60% (d) 85% 

92. The age-specific death rates for a town are given in the 
following table: 


group (Ymrs) 
0—1 
1-5 
5-15 
15 — 25 
25 — 40 
40 - 50 
50 — 60 
60 — 75 
75 and above 


Specific death rate 
85 
46 
20 
12 
18 
24 
33 
40 
76 


The curve drawn between ages and specific death rates will 
be: 

(a) an increasing curve 

(b) bell-shaped curve 

(c) J-shaped curve 

(d) U-shaped curve 

93. If f, is the frequency of the variable x, and x is the arith¬ 
metic mean,- then always; 


(«) i f(x,+ x) = 0 Mx,-x) = 0 

(c) £ f(x-tx)^ = 0 f,(x,-i)^ = 0 

94. The mean yearly salary of an employee of a company 
was Rs 20,000. If the mean yearly salaries of male and female 
employees were Rs 20800 and Rs 16800 respectively, then thfe per¬ 
centages of males and females employed by the company are 
respectively: 

(a) 80% and 20% (b) 70% and 30% 

(f) 55% and 45% (d) 50% and 50% 

95. If the arithmetic mean of n numbers of a series is x and 
sum of the first (n -1) numbers is k, then which one of the follow¬ 
ing is the nth number of the series? 

(a) X - nk (b) nx - k 

(c) kx - n (d) nkx 

96. The set of all natural numbers is closed under: 

(a) addition and subtraction 

(b) multiplication and division 

(c) addition and multiplication 

(d) addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

97. Let S| be the set of natural num^rs represented by nu¬ 
merals ending in 5. S, the set of natural numbers less tlian 1000 
and S, the set of natural numbers represented by numerals ending 
in 0. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) is closed under addition 

(b) is closed under multiplication 
(f) 5j and S, are closed under addition 

(d) S, and S, are closed under multiplication 

98. The number obtained by simplifying 

^+2^ .1. f(7-2.-5i)^ 22J--el0x-5-l—i u. 

5 9 ■ " 12 4 • 2 18 5 

(a) negative and an integer 

(b) negative but non-integer 

(c) positive and an integer 

(d) positive but non-integer 

99. Wliich one of the following is correct? 

(a) The set of integers is closed with respect to subtrac¬ 
tion 

(b) The set of natural numbers is closed wi^ respect 
to subtraction 

(c) The pixxluct of any two rational numbers is not al¬ 
ways a rational number 
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(d) The sun of any two irrational numbers is always 
an irrational number 

100. Which one of the following is not correct? 

(ij) Square root of 5184 is 72 
{h) Square root of 15625 is 125 
(f) Square root of 1444 is 38 
(d) Square root of 12% is 34 

101.1 ascend a mountain with a speed of 3 kilometres per 
hour. Then I immediately return from the summit <ii\d run down¬ 
wards with a speed ot 6 kilometres per hour Ihen my average 
speed for the round trip is. 

(rt) 3.75 km/hour (/j) 4 km/hour 

(c) 4.3 km/hoiit (i/) 4.75 km/hoiir 


102. The value of 2.164 t- 16.032 + 8 . | is: 


(<i) 26.2 96 


(fi) 26.2s) 6 


N K 


n^ t oo K 
{b) iK 


lOUJLN _I_ 

R 100 N R 

108. The value of a machine purchased for Rs 2,00,000 depre¬ 
ciates at die rale of lO^i every year. The cost of the machine after 
tluee years will be; 

(a) Rs 60,000 (b) Rs 1,40,0(H) 

(c)Rs 1,45,800 (d) Rs 2,66,700 

]f)9. A person borrowed a sum of Rs 1600 at a simple interest 


of 4.5% p.a. and invested it at an interest of 5% p.a. compounded 
annually. At the end of the third year, he earn<^ a proHt of: 

(fl) Rs 56.60 (b) Rs 47.50 

(c) Rs 36.20 (d) Rs 31.75 


110 If a : b : c = 2 ; 3 : 4, then the value of 


■2a±J?- 

2c - 3a 


(f) 26.308 (d) 26.3 08 

103. A 50 metre long and 35 metre wide pond was dug by 250 
labourers in 18 days under the food for work progiamme. The 
number of days in which a 70 metre long and 40 metre wide pond 
having same depth can be dug bv 300 labourers, is: 

(a) 32 (li) 28 (il 24 (d) 20 

104.2 pipes A and H can fill a cistern indix idually in 20 min¬ 
utes and 30 minutes respectively. A third waste pipe ( can omplv 
the cistern in 1 hour, If both the pipes A and B and the waste pipe 
(? arc opened sin»ultaneously and initially the cistern is empty, 
then the cistern will be filled up in: 

(a) 15 minutes ( 6 ) 14 minutes 

(c) 13 minutes (d) 12 minutes 

105. An examination was held in 3 subjects namely Phvsics, 
Chemistry and Mathematics. If 2.5"'ii candidates failed in Physics, 
30"'!. candidates failed in Chemistry and 20 "/., candidates tailed in 
Mathematics, then the percentage ot candidates passing the ex¬ 
amination in all the 3 subjects must be between; 

(a) 25 and 70 (fc) .30 and 60 

fc) 40 and 70 (d) 50 and 80 

106. A fruit-seller sells mangoes at the rate of Rs 50 for 10 
mangoes. The number of mangoes purchased bv the fruil-seli< i 
tor Rs 50 in order lo get a profit of 60"/!., is: 

(a) 8 ( 6)12 (r)16 (d) 20 

107. If the simple inieresl -1, the period in years ^ the rale 
of interest per cent per amuini = K, then the principal P is gh'en 
by: 


(a)-^ (b)j (c)2 (d)^ 

111. For a village club, the ratio ot the target nuoiber of mem- 
hership to the collected number of membership is 5 ; 6 and the 
ratio of the target number of membership to the number of villag¬ 
ers is 1: 50. If the collected number of membership be 708, then 
the number of villagcre is: 

(a) 32,600 (b) 29,500 

(c) 28,IM)0 (d) 25,400 

112 . It we divide a given number N by 2 ,3,5, the lemamdeis 
are 1, 2, 3 resprelivcly. If we divide tlie same number by 30, the 
remainder will be; 

(a) 11 (fi) 17 (c) 23 (d) 29 

113. In onler to test whether a given natural number N is 
prime, it is .sufficient to test the non-divisibility of N by: 

(a) all primes less thaq 

(h) all primes less than or equal to ,/n 

(c) all primes less than 

(d) all primes less than or equal to 

114 Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer 
using the codes giv en below the lists: 


li<tl 

11)4607 

4225 

8228 

135.3 


Lis/ II 

1. Divisible by 11 
2 Divisible by 4 

3. Divisible by 5 

4. IDivisible bv 9 


Codes: 

A BCD 
(a) 4 2 1 3 

(;■) 4 3 2 1 

6)1 3 2 4 

(d/ 4 2 .3 1 

115 It n be a p.isilive even integer, then the last two digits of 
the niiinhei 18 )^'’ - ( 6 )’" are; 

(a) 00 ( 6 ) 0 i (c) 10 (d)ll 

116 If the HCF and LC M of two numbers are respectively 12 
and (>00 and if one number is 24, then the average of the two 
numbers is: 

(a) 214 (h) 183 (c) 162 (d) 106 

117 The theorem 

(HCF of a set of natural numbers) x (LCM of the same set of 
natural numbers) = product of the same set of natural numbers, 
is true if and only if the l ardinality of that set is: 

(a) 1 ( 6 ) 2 

(f) 3 (d) any natural number : 

118. When we apply the Euclidean algorithm on two natural 
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numbers m and n, we obtain: 

(fl) the HCF of m and n 

(b) the LCM of m and n 

(c) the quotient and remainder obtained on dividing 
m by n 

(d) the quotient and remainder obtained on dividing n 
by m 

119. If log,„ 7000 = 2.8451 and if log,,, 823 = 2.9154, then which 
one of the following is correct? 

(a) nr'’'* = 8.33 

(l») log,,, (49’ X 8.23) = 5,9860 


= 0.8.541 


id) log,, 5761 = 3.6605 
120. Log,, {a'b) equals; 

WijOogu)**) Oofeio 

(b) (log,,, a)/i + (log,„ b)/j 

(c) i log,, a + j log,, b 

(d) alog„i + blog,„j 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

91. (c) %age increase = >: 100 = 607o (approx.) 

92. (d) 93. (b) 

94. (a) By the method of alligation 

Males Females 

20800 16800 

'^ 20000 '^ 

3200 / '^800 


807<. and 207. 


95. (b) X = 


XI I X2+.- .H 


or nx = k + X => x = nx 


98. (d) j + [(f|-^) - i 


Z + 21 ^ , 2 a M ^ 2 S, 

"5 9 ■ ' 12 2 9 J 


_2 + 22^ ,2Qx-2.^2£,_i 
~ 5 9 ■ 112 45 9 * 5 

2^22. r_2L^25, A 
= 5 9’ '27+ 9 I - 5 

2 + 22,77 .1 2^22x2Z_l 2 + .a_l 14 
"5 9 " 27 .S “ 5 9 77 5 *5 7 5 " 35 

which IS +vt' but not an integer 


99. (a) 

100 . (d) Vi 2 % ■- 86 

101. (b) Average speed .= 


2xy 2x3xh 


= 4 km/hr 


96. (c) Addition and multiplication of natural nos. is natural nos. 

but subtraction and division of natural nos. is not a natu¬ 
ral no. 

97. (d) S, = 1.5, 15, 25, 35 ...j, 

Sj= 11,2,3,4,5,... 10. 15. 25, .., 999| 

S, = (10, 20, 30,... 1 

(a) is not true as 5+15=20 «S, 

(b) is not true as 60 x 30 = 1800 e S, 

(c) is not true as 500 + 600 = 1100 e Sj. 

. S 3 is closed under addition as 20 + 30 = 50 «S,. 

S, and S., are closed under multiplication. 
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102. (c) 2.164 + 16.032 + 8.1 


~ ^ 901) 99Q 9 

_, 163 J2. 1 

■ 99Q 990 9 . 


= 26 + ^=26 + ^^= 26.308 

103. (f) A, = 50 X.35 = 1750 m= 

A, = 70 x 40 = 2800 m' 

Are.i Libo’irers I 

17.50 m^ 250 

2800 m* 300 

more area moje days 

1750 ; 2800 I 

more labourers less days | 

300 : 250 ) 

18x2800x250 ,. , 

1750X300 =24ddys 

104. (ii) Part of the cistern filled in 1 minute 


18 : X 


_L ^ __L 

20 30 60 '15 


•. Tlie cistern i.s tilled in 15 minutes 

105. (d) 

106. (c) C.P. ot 10 mangoes = = Rs 

In Rs , mangoc.s bouglit = 10 


Mangoes bought in Rs 50 = 10 x 50 x :j^= 16 


107. (fl) 


108. (c) Reqd cost = 200000 (1 - :j^)’ = Rs 145800 


109. (c) S.I. = 


= Rs216 


C.I. = 1600 [(1 + -j^)* - 1 ] = Rs 252.20 
Profit = Rs 252.20 - Rs 216 » Rs 36,20 
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110. (d) Let a = 2x, b = 3x, c = 4x 

.2a .tb _ 4x + 3x _ 2 
2c-3a 8 x- 6 \- ~ 2 

111. (h) Collected Target 

no. of no. of 

membership membership 

6 5 


No. of 
villagers 


.-. Collected no. of membership : no, of \ illagers 

-• h; 2.^ 

.-. No. of villagers - 708 x = 29500 

112. (c) Three divisors are d| = 2 | d,-3, d^ = 5 

Remainders r, = 1, = 2, r, = 3 

According to rule remainder = d d^ r, + diC.+r, 

= 2 x3 X 3 + 2 X 2 + I = 23 

113. (a) According to a rule. 

114. (b) 

115. (a) 8^" - 6 " = (8^T - (6T = 64" - 36’’ 

As n is a +vc even integer 
.■. 64 + 36 i.e. 100 must be a factor of M" - v36'’ 


116. (c) Other no. = 

= =300 

Average of two nos, = 162 

117. (1.) 

118. (fl) 

119. (1.) log,,700 = log,„ (7 X 100) = log„7 + log,,100 

= log,„7 log,,10' = log,7 + 2 log,,10 = log„7 + 2x1 
= log,„7 + 2 = 2.8451 log,„7 = 0.8451 
log,„823 = log,„8.23 x 10' = log,,8.23 + log,„10' 

= log„8.23 + 2 = 2.9154 =» log„8.23 = .9154 
log,„?ft=log,„7 = 0,8451 ^0.8541 
log„(49'x 8.23) = log,„49' + log„8.2.^ 

= log„7'- + log„8.23 = 6 log,„7 +0.9154 
= 6 X 0.8451 + 0.9154 = 5.0706 + 0.9154 = 5.9860 

120 . (c) log„(a' b') = log,„a' + log„^b' = i log„a + j log,„b 

[log mn = log m 4 log n, 
log m" = r. log m 
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USAGE 
Spotting Errors 

In theJblIowin}( sentences (1 to 10) there 
is an error in one pari of each sentence. Read 
the sentences carefully and find out the error 
In case you don't find the error, the ansuvr 
will be (5). I 

1 ■ Above all he is one(1) who has re- j 
acted to(2) contemporary social and po- 1 
litical qucstions(3) in plain ghazals.(4) No j 
error.(5) j 

2.1 started wondering(l) if there were j 

anything at all(2) logically wrong with(3) : 
Western fiiins.(4) No error.(5) I 

3. The artists(l) face the same prob- ! 

lems(2) in their day-to-day livcs(3) as do | 
anyone clse.(4) No error.{5) ! 

4. Rarely does any party(l) bother to j 
attack any importance(2) to the economic | 
problems afflicting the economy(3) let i 
alone acknowledging thcm.(4) No error.(5) | 

5. The only alternate(l) was to take : 
an auto-rickshaw(2) and bring hclp(3) from : 
the nearest service station.(4) No crror.(5) i 

6 . Hard ly had the speaker! 1) finished ! 
spcaking(2) than the light went off(3) and ■ 
there was a pandemonium.f4) No crror.(5) j 

7. Though he is too clever(l) to miss | 
the irony of the situation(2) he is also too • 
blase(3) to suffer any anguish on this | 
score.(4) No errjr.(5) 

8.1 have not been{l) a regular inhab- | 

itant of(2) the town nor I ha vc(3) remained | 
thoroughly rural.(4) No ermr.{5) i 

9. Total indifference shows(l) lack of | 

: awareness(2) sensitivity and interest(3) | 
with one's work.(4) No error.(5) i 

10. They behave(l) as if an apology(2) ! 
will cost them(3) their jobs.(4) No error.(5) | 

Synonyms 

In the following sentences (11-15), for 
each underlined word four choices are given. 
Choose the correct one and that will be your 
answer. | 

11. No wonder confidence is his jai!: ! 


ing card. 

(a) beautiful 

(b) professional 

(c) dutiful 

(d) plentiful 

12. On the ubiquitou s television sets, 
India was thrashing Australia in the tri¬ 
angular cricket series. 

(a) latest 
(I?) public 

(c) omnipresent 

(d) urban 

13. He knows he has no shortage of 
salvos to fire at his enemy. 

(a) mild praise 

(b) sufficient goodwill 

(c) bitter feelings 

(d) wordy attacks 

14 After an initial flurry, the pr()jec^ 
was aborted. 

(fl) intense activity 

(b) extentive research 

(c) costly publicity 

(d) inauguration 

15. She is meticulous in her presenta¬ 
tion of facts 

(a) very proud 

(b) extremely careful 

(c) extremely careless 

(d) highly emotional 

Antonyms 

In the following sentences (lb-20) a word 
in each sentence ts underlined There are four 
choices under each sentence. Select the word 
which is closest to the opposite in meaning ol 
the underlined word. 

16. He is ruthless in using his media 
clout tv. promote a political agenda. 

(fl) demote 
(b) discourage 
(f) frustrate 
(d) destroy 

17. He was oblique ly inspired by the 
poetry of leading Bengali poets. 

(fl) suddedy 
(b) directly 


(c) remotely 

(d) secretly 

18. He was blown for I 


manners 

(fl) offensive 

(b) impolite 

(c) faulty 

(d) crude 

19. The information office is located 
in the city centre. 

(fl) displaced 

(b) replaced 

(c) demolished 

(d) retained 

20. Posterity will remember him a 
truly great man. 

(fl) history 

(b) future 

(c) golden age 

(d) ancestry 

. Idioms 

Read the following idioms (21-2b) and 
.select the enrurt meaning. Tour choices are 
given for each idiom 

21. To make no bon es 
(r) Be trank 

(b) Be aggressive 

(f) Be humble and polite 

(d) Be punctual and subrrussive 

22. To raise on e' s eyebrows 
(fl) To show' disrespect 

(b) To show disdain or surprise 

(c) To show impatience or into'eK.nce 
((/) To make quick decision 

23. 1b play ducks and dr.ikes 
(fl) To tell lies 

(b) To speak the trutli 

(c) To spend money in a careless 
manner 

(d) To make noises over trifles 
24. To put somebody in the dock 

(fl) To accuse somebody of .doing 
something wrong 

(b) To put somebody to hard work 
and no wages 

(c) To struggle hard and succeed 


.MU OCTOBER'98 COMPETITION MASTER 






OBJECTiVE-TVFE QUEST-Gr>iS 


(rf) To help somebody in distress 

25. To pull one's socks up 

(fl) To get ready to depart 

(b) To start a new business 

(c) To in^tove one's financial con¬ 
dition 

(d) To improve one's behaviour 

Comprehension (26-35) 

Read the following passages carefully 
and choose the most appropriate ansnvrs to 
the questions given below each passage. The 
questions are based on the contents of 
passages. 

Passage 1 

But to make any big change in social 
affairs will not be possible unless the right 
sort of ideas arc widespread in the popu¬ 
lation. People must be prepared for 
change; they must be willing to think 
about social affairs in a scientific way, 
without violeht feelings and prejudices, 
so that they can decide impartially what 
sort of change would be bad and what 
would be good. They must learn that 
science is not merely something that deals 
with physics, and chemistry or with the 
way plants and animals live; science can 
also deal with human life, and the 
scientific spirit is just as important in 
human affairs as in the laboratory or the 
workshop. 

26. Wliat is the most important factor 
to bring about a big change in social af¬ 
fairs? 

(a j by compelling population to ac¬ 
cept the authority of science. 

(b) by spreading right kind of ideas 

(c) by removing prejudices with an 
iron hand 

(d) by spreading science with force 

27. What do people need the most? 

(a) change in social matters 

(b) knowledge of science 

(f) cultivation of scientific temper 

(d) violent feeling and prejudices 

28. VVhere does the importance of sci¬ 
ence lie the most? 

(a) in the field of physics and 
chemistry 

(b) in research and new inventions 

(c) in dealing with human life 

(d) in dealing with plants and 
animals 

29. How does science help us in social 
affairs? 


(a) by curbing violent feelings and 
prejudices 

(b) by providing comforts and con¬ 
veniences 

(c) by making life smooth and pleas¬ 
ant 

(d) by dispelling ignorance and 
illiteracy 

30. Which is the most appropriate 
place of scientific spirit? 

(a) human life 

(b) the laboratory 
(f) the workshop 
(d) all of these 

Passage II 

Do not strive to create an 
impression. Forget about yourself, think 
only of the reader, and write natural, 
avoiding self-consciousness. If you have 
something interesting to write about and 
can express it clearly, simply and with 
the human touch, it is sure to appeal to 
some classes of readers. But if you 
deliberately try to copy a style which is 
not your own, this will quickly become 
obvious to the reader, he will feel that 
you arc not sincere, and he will not go 
on reading what you have written. As 
you read more and more works written 
in a particular style, your own will 
gradually change; but this will be a natu¬ 
ral process and your new style will be 
yours, because it comes up from your 
unconscious, unlike a style which you 
arc deliberately copying. 

31. How docs the new style of writing 
come up in a writer? 

(a) by an unconscious effort 

(b) by reading to many books 

(c) by copying well-known writers 
{(<) None of these 

32. A writer need not try to create... 

(a) an impression 

(h) a vast market for his books 

(c) an artificial style 

(d) an atmosphere of self-impor¬ 
tance 

33. While writing, what should a 
writer try to aim at? 

(a) to tell interesting things 
{b) to avoid self-consciousness 

(c) to enlighten the reader 

(d) to display his scholarship 

34. What are the qualities of good 
writing? 

(a) making appeals to some classes 


of readers - 

(6) changing one's style quite often 

(c) expressing oneself clearly and 
impressively 

(d) showing clarity, simplicity and 
sincerity 

35. Why does a writer write? 

(fl) to convert people to his point 
of view 

(b) he has nothing else to do 

(c) to express his ideas and feelings 

(d) to change the social scenario 

Re-arranging of words in a sentence 
(36-40) 

In the following sentences, some parts 
have been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts that arc labelled P," 
Q, R and S to produce the correct sen¬ 
tence. 

36. (P) The stranger (Q) you do with 
children (K) and swings him like (S) lifts 
him up. 

(a) P R Q S 

(b) PSRQ 

(c) P Q S R 

(d) P R S Q 

37. (P) The red-faced dealer (Q) to 
my surprise and horror (R) of life (S) gave 
no sign. 

(fl) Q R 5 P 

(b) Q P S R 

(c) P S Q R 

(d) S R P Q 

38. (P) One of those extremists 
(Q) have a vehicle to every destina¬ 
tion (R) 1 am not (S) who must 

(0) R 0 P 5 
(6) P Q S R 
(f) S P g R 
(d) R P s g 

39. (P) Though the pennies (g) have 
not yet faded (R) do not come so easily 
(S) as of old the dreams. 

(fl) R S P Q 
(h) P K g S 
(f) P R S Q 

(d) Q P S R 

40. (P) By not expecting too much 
(Q) the wrong thing and (R) only by not 
expecting (S) we can avoid disappoint¬ 
ment. 

(a) SRQP 
(h) P Q R S 
1 (c) S P Q R 

I (d)SQPR 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Filling up the blanks: (41-50) 

Slaves to custom, they were born 

41. (fl) poor, 

{b) ignorant, 

(c) old, 

yet they were without the old culture. 
Modern 

42. (a) a philosophy 
lb) thought 

(c) science 

attracted them, but they lacked its inner. 

43. (a) content, 

(b) meaning, 

(c) purpose, 

the modern, social and scientific con¬ 
sciousness. Some tried to cling 
tightly to the dead norms of the past, 
seeking 

44. (a) relief 

(b) peace 

(c) satisfaction 

from present misery in them. But there 
could be no relief there, 

45. (a) thus, 

(b) for. 


(c) far, 

as Tagore has said, we must not encourage 
in our 

46. (a) minds 

(b) brains 

(c) hearts 

what is dead, for the dead kills. Others 
made themselves 

47. (a) miserable, 

(b) stupid, 

(c) pale, 

unsuccessful copies of people in the West. 
So like 

48. (a) aimless 
y (b) drifting 

(c) kicking 

survivors of a shipwreck, desper¬ 
ately seeking some foothold of se¬ 
curity for body and mind and 
finding 

49. (a) none 

(b) any 

(c) every 

they floated ainUessly in the dark and 
troubled 


50. (a) waters 

(b) waves 

(c) streams 
of Iiulian life. 

ANSWERS 

1 1. (1) '....he is the one'. 


1 2. (2) 'if there was anything at all'. 

3. (4) 'as does anyone else'. 


i 4. (4) 'let alone acknowledge them'. 

5. (1) 'The only alternative'. 


1 6. (3) 'when the light went off'. 

7. (5) No error. 


8 . (3) '...nor have T. 


9. (2) 'a lack of....' 


10. (5) No error. 


11. (b) 12. (c) 13. (d) 

14. (a) 

15. (b) 16. (c) 17. (b) 

18. (c) 

19. (a) 20. (d) 21. (a) 

22 . (b). 

23. (c) 24. (a) 25. (d) 

26. (b) 

27. (c) 28. (c) 29. (a) 

.30. id) 

i 31. (a) 32. (a) 33. (b) 

34. (d) 

; 35. (c) 36. (b) 37. (b) 

38. (d) 

I 39. (c) 40. (a) 41. (c) 

42. (b) 

1 43. (a) 44. (a) 45. (b) 

46. (c) 

i 47. (c) 48. (b) 49. (a) 

50. (a) 


Most Comprehensive and Vp-to-Date 
Books on General Knowledge 


Ever latest 6eneral Knewledge 


Prestigious Publkations of 



rr 

L 

flu 


uT^n wrr 


rsl 


(PUBLISHING DIVISION OF CHANDIKA PRESS LTD) 

126, Industrial Area-1, Chandigarh - 160 002 
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lost of Reasoning—i 


Qs. 1-8. In the following series of numbers, find out the 
missing number 

1. 126; 129; ...; 147; 171. 

{a) 132 (b) 145 (c) 141 (d) 135 

(e) None of these 

2. 49; 64; ...; 100; 121. 

(fl) 72 (b) 81 (c) 88 (d) 92 

(e) None of these 

3. 46; 45; 88; 261; .... 

(fl) 856 (b) 1040 (c) 782 (d) 996 

(e) None of these 

4. 21; ...; 22; 36; 23; 37. 


(fl) 7 (b) 9 (t) 10 

(d) 11 (e) None of these 

Qs. 14-18. Numbers in each of the following questions have 
a similarity. Match the questions with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) 
according to this common property: 

14. 132; 560; 336; 408; 96. 

(a) They are cubes of certain numbers. 

15. 216; 228; 744; 540; 108. 

(b) They are divisible by 9. 

16. 64; 216; 343; 1000; 512. 

(c) All are prime numbers. 

17. 97; 101; 83; 107; 79. 


(a) .35 (b) 32 

(f) 21 

(d) 22 

(d) They 

are divisible by 6. 


(c) None of these 



18, 153; 207; 162; 414; 351. 


5. ...; 16; 20; 11; 27; 2. 



(e) They are divisible by 4. 


(a) 22 (b) 15 

(f) 17 

(d) 14 

Qs. 19-23. Find the odd-man out: 


(f) None of these 



19, (a) 97 

(b) 8/ 

(c) 67 

6. 2; 3; 6; 18; ... 



(d) 57 

(e) 47 


(a) 108 (b) 96 

(c) M 

(d) 46 

20. (a) CAF 

(b) MKP 

(c) HEK 

((’) None of these 



(d) WUZ 

(e) USX 


7. 3; 12; 4; 20; 5; ...; 7. 



21. (a) MKH 

(b) GDA 

(c) YWT 

(a) 24 (b) 28 

(c) 30 

(d) 35 

(d) RPM 

(<•) HFC 


(e) None of these 



22. (a) BD 

(b) CF 

(c) DH 

8. 16; 24; 36; 54; .... 



(d) EJ 

(c) FM 


(a) 64 (b) 72 

(c) 76 

(d) 81 

23. (a) KZL 

(b) MYN 

(c) OXP 

(e) None of these 



(d) QUR 

(e) SVT 



Qs. 9-12. Numbers in each of the following questions follow 
a certain arrangement pattern. Your task is to find out the missing 
number 

9. 13 4 11 

7 9 12 

? 15 5 


11 . . 



(b) 8 


(c) 16 (d) 6 

(c) 3 

8 

9 



11 

6 



2 

6 



(b) ^ 


(c) 4 (d) 3 

(a) 12 

1 


(fl) 14 (b) 6 

(c) 20 


Qs. 24-2S. In the diagram given below: 

The triangle represents men. 

The rectangle represents women. 

The square represents educated persons. 

The circle represents persons having government jobs. 
Each section of the diagram is numbered. 

Study the diagram and answer the questions that follow: 




d 

=L=£±i 



(d) 18 (e) 8 


(fl) 2 (b) 4 (c) 7 

(d) 1 (e) 8 


13. How many prime numbers are there between 20 and 60? 


24. Number 11 represents: 

(a) Educated women who do not have govt jobs. 

(b) Uneducated women who have government jobs. 

(c) Uneducated women who do not have govt jobs. 

(d) Educated women who are in government service. 

(e) None of these. 

25. The section of educated men who are in government jobs 
is represented by the number? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 9 (e) 10 
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NON VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures should be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 
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ANSWER FIGURES 
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*3. □ ® ® ° S ® e ° 5 ® 

O-tt X^4.^-H + 

54. ^ 3"^ 
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+ ;; ° 
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S'' Sb si S^ S^ S^ 9^ 9^ ^ 


Find the odd-tnan out: 

A B 


B 



, V 

C7 

00 D 
0 

'CIA 

737V 

A 

0 V 

V 0 

A 

□ □□ 
V 

0 
□ 0 
□ a 

0 

□ □ 
0 0 

U 

23 

ZE 

i 

I- 

0 

(§) 

23 


^ [|- 


^ '9 
* A 





In each of the following questions, one quarter of the square 
is missing. The missing parts are marked A, B, C and D. Your 
task is to match the missing part with the figure from which it 
is missing. 


^ ^ 



1 ^ w TinrsinrTi]) 







63 . 00 a 1 ro id aA 


In each of the following questions, Problem Fig. I has a definite relationship with Fig. II. Your task is to find out from 
Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E, the figure that has the same relationship with figure III. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 
II III IV 


ANSWER FIGURES 
BCD 


70. O V 

o 


o o c o □ n 
o o o o u c 


4.4.40 4.4 

yninciciyycnQ 

cnoyyiiDincy 
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PROBLEM FIGURES 
II III IV 


ANSWER FIGURES 


o ^ □ , 

V o 

c r V o 0 

73. X + ? 

A J + D T _ 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (d) Go on adding 3, 6, 12, 24 ... to numbers respectively. | 

2. (b) The series is 7^; 8’; 9^; IIP .... j 

3. (b) The scries is, (46 x 1) -1; (45 x 2) - 2; (88 x 3) ~ 3; : 

(261 x 4) - 4; 1040. 

4. (a) There are two series 21, 22, 2.3 ... and 35, .36, .37 ... , 

5. (c) Go on subtracting and adding V', 1% .3‘; 4’... to i\umhers ; 

respectively. 

6. (a) Each number is the product of its two precedmg numbers. ; 

7. (d) Each alternate number (12, 20, 35...) is the product of ; 

numbers on its left and right. 

8. (d) Each number is 1V4 of its preceding number. 

9. (b) The total of numbers, linewise and columnwise is 28 

10. (c) Here the total of numbers, linewise and columnwise, is , 

21. 

11. (c) The anti-clockwise arrangement is (7^ - 5‘) -2 = 12; 

(6' - 4^) -s 2 = 10; (6’ - 2^) + 2 = 16; (5- - 3=) -2 = 8. 

12. (c) Here the numbers are to be .studied clockwise; 

.5^ - 3* = 16; 8= - 5^ = 39; T ■ 6' =- 13 and 9^ - 4' = 65 

13. (b) 23; 29; 31: 37; 41; 43; 47; 53 and .59. 

14. (e) 15. (d) 16. (a) 17. (c) 18. (b) 

19. (d) All the others are prime numbers. 

20. (c) Study the gap among the letters. 

21. (b) Same as 20. 

22. (e) The first letters of pairs are B, C, D, li, 1’ and tlie second ; 

one has gap of one letter, D, V, H ... 

23. {d) First and third are consecutive letters, the second one is : 

alphabets in reverse order. 

24. (d) 25. (a) j 

For solving the next type of cfuestions, study each figure of each \ 

question individually, independently, as well as in relationship with ; 
other figures. The follomng guide-lines might prove helpful in spotting ' 
the right choice: i 

I. The figures shift their positions and move in straight lines, ! 


clockwise, anti-clockwise or along certain points according to a 
set pattern. Different figures may follow different path at a 
different pace. The pace may be regular or they may gain or lose 
a step during their movement. The figures may rotate, turn upside 
down or tilt during the movement. (Examples: 27,32,40,43,45 
etc.) 

II. The smaller figures attached to the big figures move or 
interchange position according to a set pattern. (Examples: 36,37, 
39 , 42, 49 , 54 etc.) 

III. Something may be added or dropped from the figures in 
next steps. (Examples: 26, 29, .34, 35, 38, 40, 47, 55 etc.) 

IV. Old figures often drop and new ones appear in their 
place. (Example: 48) 

V. A set of two or three .^teps has certain relationship and the 
same relationship continues for the next .set. (Examples: 46, 52 


etc.) 

26 11 

27. B 

28. C 

29. C 

30. B 

31. 

B 

32. A 

.33. E 

34. B 

35. D 

36. C 

.37. 

A 

.38. C 

39. B 

40. r; 

41. A 

42. U 

43. 

D 

44 A 

15. C 

46. B 

47. I- 

48. D 

49. 

B 

50. A 

51. C 

52. 1-: 

53 B 

54. C 

55 

B 


56. C. In all the c'ihC'S are one figure is full, half and a quarter. 
.57. D. In all the others tlie similarity has a ratio of 2 : 3. 

58. C. The smaller figure ought to turn upside down. 

59. E. The pattern is wrong. 

60. A The bigger arms should point in the same direction. 

61. B. The numbers are wrongly placed. 

62. E. The pattern is wrong. 63. B . 'F' is wrong. 

64. E. The figures cutting the big figures are half of them. 

65. 1 .'. Arms ought to be in opposite positions and legs in similar 

one 

66. C 67. A 68. D 69. B 70. B 

71. D 72. A 73 E 74. C 75. E 
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Find the odd-man out: 


1. (a) Ajanta 

(b) Ellora 

(f) Elephanta 

(d) Kliajuraho 

(c) Kanheri 


2. (a) cow 

(f) horse 

(c) goat 

(d) antelope 

(c) bison 


3. (a) summon 

(b) bail 

(f) prosecution 

(d) post-mortem 

(c) judgement 


4. (a) trousers 

(f) coat 

(c) skirt 

(rf) pyjamas 

(e) petticoat 


.5. (a) Shakespeare 

(b) Tagore 

(c) Bernard Siaw 

(d) Kalidas 

(e) Ramanujam 


6. (a) canal 

(b) valley 

(f) water-fall 

(d) volcano 

(e) coral-reef 


7 (a) album 

(b) zoo 

(c) temple 

(d) library 

(e) museum 


8 (a) sneeze 

(b) hiccup 

(c) breathe 

(d) whistle 

(e) snore 



In each of the following questions is given a pair of words 
having a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from 
given choice (ii), (h), (c) and (d) the pair with identical relation¬ 
ship. 


9. shoe : fool 

(a) book: knowledge 

(b) shirt: garment 

(c) ring: finger 

(d) helmet: head 

10. thorn: pricks 

(n) fire: burns 

(b) water: flows 

(c) rose: blooms 

(d) stars: shine 

11. Kerala : Tamil Nadu 

(a) .America: Australia 

(b) Egypt: pyramids 

(c) France; Cermany 

(d) England : Britain 

12. asteroids: sun 

00 moon : earth 

(b) Mars: jupiter 

(c) sun : galaxy 

(d) cosmos: space 

13. ship ; boat . 

(a) bus: truck 

(b) air-bus: helicopter 

(r) road : traffic 

(d) train : engine 

14. spade: shovel 

(a) hammer: nail 

(b) iron : gi Id 

(f) stone: cement 

(d) Pepsi: Coca-Cola 

1.5. monkey : baboon 

(a) milk: butter 

(b) beverage: tea 

(t) cow; goat 

(d) fish; shell 

16. cloth: dress 

(a) synthetic: plastic 

(b) brick;house 

(c) water:river 

(d) wood: furniture 


Each question below has three items, inte^related to one 
another in a certain way. Match them with items given in (a), 


(b), (c), (d) and (e) on the basis of similar relationship: 

17. counterfeit: forgery : fabrication 

(a) cake; biscuit: bread 
16. python: cobra : reptile 

(b) child : Imy : man 

19. curtain: shirt: handkerchief 

(c) banyan: eucalyptus : tree 

20. U.P.: Taj Mahd : Agra 

(d) veracious ; candid; frank 

21. crescent: gibbous; full moon 

(c) skin; bone : muscles 

Each of the following questions has a word. The word is 
written in code as well. Find out the right codes for letters 


22. {p]a S T R Y 
(a)k (b)d 

23. T 0 R B A N 

W g 

id) q 

(c) f 

(/) u 

(") V i^) g 

24. R0N SOM 

(c) m 

id) u 

(e) f 

if) c 

(a) m (b) u 

25. A C UfpE N 

(c) k 

(d) w 

(c) h 

(Og 

(«) X (Fh 

26. S T R I P[I] 

(c) I 

■(d) g 

(e) m 

(0 j 

(«) c _(b) 1 

(c) d 

id) b 

(e) u 

if) k 

27. P Ej^M I T 




(fl) 1 (b) b 

(c) c 

(d) h 

(c) d 

if) u 


28. According to a code CHARITY is DJDVNZF. Which word, 
according to the same code, would be IQOSZX? 

Qs. 29-32 ate based on the word 'RETROSPECTION'. 

29. How many letters from the alphabets have been used in 
the word? 

(a) 7 (b) 8 (c) 9 (d) 10 (c) 11 

.10. How many sets of two letters have as many letters be¬ 
tween them (left or right) as they have in the alphabetical order? 
(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 (e) 6 

31. Which word is different from the rest in its relatiotuship 
with the main word? 

(a) SCORPION (f») RECIPIENT (c) RESENT 

(d) PROTECT (c) REPORT 

32. Which word is different from the others? 

(a) SECTION (b) RESPECT (c) OPTION 

(d) EROSION (c) SECRET 

33. The product of the ages of three brothers, the eldest A, 

the second one B and the third one C, is 70 and the total, of their 
ages is 14. What is the age of B7 .. 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 (e) 8 

34. Two balls, the black one and the white one are moving 
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in opposite directions, covering the j y 

numbered space in the same time. •/yv\* 

You have to find out the numbers • 

between which they'll cross each 

other. ‘ 

(a) 5 and 6 (b) 4 and 5 (r) 3 and 4 

(d) 7 and 6 (?) 1 and 2 

35. A fruit-seller has 56 apples packed in four baskets A, B, 
C and D in such a way that B has two apples less than A, while 
C has two pieces less than B and two more than D. How many 
apples are there in basket A? 

(a) 14 (fi) 15 (c) 16 ((/) 17 (c) None of these 

36. A tourist starts from point X and goes 1 km south, he 
turns left and goes 1 km, turns right and goes 2 km, he again turns 
right and goes 2 km, then again turns right and goes 3 km. How 
far is he from X and in which direction? 

(a) 1 km west (b) 4 km south (c) 3 km cast 

(d) 2 km west (e) He is back at X 

37. In a family, one old couple has two married sons, one son 
has a son and the other one a daughter. There are four men. A, B, 
C and D and four women, E, F, G and H. On the basis of the state¬ 
ments given below, find out which two in the family are cousins: 

B is H's son and E is D's sister in law. 

A is G's father-in-law. 

C is E's son. 

F is H's grand-daughter 

(fl) C and G (h) D and F (r) C and F 

(d) AandH (e) Can't say 

The following statements tell about the height of five 
persons J, K, L, M and N and the games played by each, 
which are football, hockey, cricket, tennis and badminton. 
Read the statements and answer the questions that follow: 

I. is taller than J but not as tall as N. 

The shortest person plays badminton. 

J and L do not play tennis. 

M is shorter than J and neither of them plays football. 

The tallest person does not play cricket or tennis. 

K is not as tall as M. 

N and J do not play hockey. 

38. Who is the shortest among the five? 

- (a) J (b) K (c) L (d) M (f) N 

39. Who plays cricket? 

(a) J (b) K (c) L (d) M (c) N 

40. Which game is played by the tallest person? 

(a) football (b) hockey (f) badminton 

" cricket (e) tennis 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each question below are given tuH) statements followed by four 
conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV. You have to take the two given 
staterrtents to be true even if they appear to be at variance with com¬ 
monly known facts. Read all the (inclusions and then decide which of 
the given conclusions logically follow from the two given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 


Statements: 

41. 1. All farmers arc illiterate. 

2. All farmers are superstitious. 

Conclusions: 

1. All illiterate persons are superstitious. 

II. Illiterate persons need not be superstitious. 

III. A big section of superstitious persons is illiterate. 

IV. No educated person is superstitious. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (Ii) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (if) Only IV follows. 

(e) Either III or IV follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some ministers are governors. 

2. All governors are presidents. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some ministers are presidents, 
n. All pix'sidents are governors. 

III. No president is a minister. 

IV. The presidents who are governors are not ministers, 

(a) Only 1 follow. (h) Either 1 or 111 follows. 

(f) Either 111 or IV follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows 

Statements. 

43. 1. All chairs are mirrors. * 

2. All mirrors are books. 

C«/i( lusions: 

I. All chairs are books. 

II. All books are chairs. 

III. All mirrors are chairs 

IV. Some chairs are not books. 

(al Only 1 follows. (h) (.Inly II follows 
(r) Only 111 follows, (d) (>nlv IV lollows 
(c) None follows. 

Statements' 

44. 1. Some trains are buses 
2 Some cars are buses. 

Conrliiswns. 

1. Some buses are car as well as traiit. 

II Every bus is either train or car. 

III. Some buses an* neither car nor train 

IV. The buses that are cars am not trains. 

{a) Only 1 follows. (/>) Either I or II follows 

(f) Either il oi III follows, [d) Either III or IV follows. 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All gardens are lakes. 

2. Some lakes are lorests. 

Conclusions: 

I. All lakes are gardens. 

II. Some forests are not lakes. 

III. Some gardens are forests. 

IV. No garden is a forest. 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only II and HI follow. 

(c) Either II or III follow. (if) Either 111 or IV follow. 

(e) Only I and III follow. 
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In each question below is given a statement fallowed by three as- I 
sumptions numbered I, IIand III. An assumption is something supposed 
ort^n for granted. You have to consider the statement and Iheassump- 
tions and then decide which of the assumption or assumptions are im¬ 
plicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

46. Science fiction, comics, fantasies and TV serials, although 
based on pure imagination, are popular among all age-groups. 
Assumptions: 

I. We like to read about or see the things that are far 
removed from reality. 

II. We arc bored with the stereotype stories and stunts. 

III. The reader or viewer thinks he is peeping into the far 
future or is getting to know how far science can go. 

(a) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

(b) Only III is implicit. 

(c) Only II and in are implicit. 

(d) Only I and HI are implicit. (e) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

47. If a river flows through two States, a water dispute gen¬ 
erally crops up resulting in much hue and cry by different political 
parties. 

Assumptions: 

I. Such rivers do not have plenty of water for two States, 
n. Political parties are always prowling for the smallest 
dispute that they can turn to their advantage. 

III. These disputes can never be settled. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (6) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ni is implicit. (d) Either 1 or HI is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

48. Popular music in India has always been typified by Hindi 
film music hence it dominates the music market. 

Assumptions: 

I. Market is always dominated by popular products, 
n. No other type of music can compete with Hindi film 
music quality-wise. 

III. Other regional films lack good music. 

(fl) Only i is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement 

49. Although the State government of Himachal Pradesh re¬ 
ceived warnings and reports from various quarter: regarding the 
activity of Kashmiri militants along the State's border, proper steps 
were not taken and several innocent persons lost their lives when 
the militants attacked a village near border area. 

Assumptions: 

I. The security in Kashmir is so tight that the terrorists 
ran away from there to hide in Himachal Pradesh, 
n. The State government of Himachal Pradesh does not 
have proper security arrangements to protect the 
State from terrorists. 
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HI. The State government was rather careless in not 
paying heed to the reports regarding activities of 
militants. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(c) Only II and III arc implicit. 

(d) Only II is implicit. 

(e) Only I is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. The urban middle class in India usually prefers to bank 

with nationalised banks instead of private sector banks. 
Assumptions: * 

1. The private sector banks are mostly patronized by 
the upper class. 

II. The staff of nationalised banks is more efficient than 
the employees of private banks. 

III. The urban middle class is not very sure of the stabil¬ 
ity of private banks hence has faith in nationalised 
banks only. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or II is implicit, (d) Only Ill is implicit 

(c) None is implicit. 

In each of the following questions, a situation has been irqdatiwd 
in two statements numbered 1 and 2, and is fallowed by ttoo conclusions 
drawn from it and numbered I and If. You have to find out which of the 
conclusions follows from the situation. Mark your answers. 

(fl) if only I follows. (&) if only II follows. 

(c) if both I and II follow. 

(d) if either I or II follows. 

(e) if neither! nor II follows. 

Statements: 

51. 1. The movie, 'Titanic', which is the story of a sinking 

ship, bagged several Oscar Awards. 

2. Some years back, the movie 'The Towering Inferns' 
also won many Oscars which was the story of a multi¬ 
storeyed building that caught hre. 

Conclusions: 

1. Oscar Award goes to those movies only which dis¬ 
play human suffering caused by accidents or calamities, 
n. No other movie got any of the Oscar Awards this 
year. 

(fl) □ [b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

52. 1. The railway fare between the stations X and Y is Rs25M 

and the train takes 14 hrs. 

2. A fast train now crosses the same track in 11 hrs but 
the fare is Rs 320 for the same class. 

Conc/Msions; 

I. The faster is the train the more the fare. 

II. The fast train goes, by a short cut. 

(fl) □ m □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

53. 1. The Border Security Force posted on Rajasthan border 

uses camels as means of transportation. 

2. Camel is known as the ship of desert. 




Conclusions: 

1. There is a long stretch of desert in that area of 
Rajasthan which forms the border of the country 

n. Camel is useful along all the borders of our country 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

54. 1. Comics meant for children are packed with super¬ 

natural creatures and adventures. 

2. Programmes for children also have supermen as he¬ 
roes who fight against evils. 

Conclusions: 

1. Children are entranced by superhuman heroic 
deeds. 

II. Children are basically dreamers hence imaginary 
things attract them. 

(rt) □ (l>) □ (c) □ (d) J (e) □ 

Statements: 

55. 1. In a class of 50,60% students got distinction marks in 

Maths. 

2. 70% students got distinction marks in physics. 
Conclusions: 

I. No student in the class was declared unsuccessful in 
the examination. 

II. Some students got distinction in both the subjects 
mentioned in statements. 

(a) J ib) □ (f) U (d) □ (e) □ 

F.acb question jfiimi bclmv consists of a question folloived by tiw 
sliitrincnls numbered J and II. You have w decide whether the data 
•mn'ided in the stalemenfs is sufficient to answer the questions. Mark 
iioiir aiisiirrs ns under: 

(a) The data provided in 1 is sufficient to answer the question 
while the data pnwided in U is not sufficient to answer the question. 

(/)) The data pmvidi'd in 11 alone is sufficient to answer the 
question while the data provided in 1 is not sufficient to answer 
the question. 

(r) If both I and II combined provide answer to the question. 

id) If either I alone or II alone is sufficient to answer the 
question. 

(c) 11 neither I alone nor II alone and nor both combined are 
sufficient to answer the question. 

Question. 

56. Who w'ill be the next Principal of this college’ 
Statements: 

I. There is a tradition in the college to promote the 
Vice-Principal a.s Principal when the post falls vacant. 

II. At present, Mr D K. Gupta is the Vice-Principal of 
the college. 

(a) □ [b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Question: 

57. Why do we first see the flash of lightning among dark 
clouds and hear die thunder a few seconds later? 

Statements: 

1. Eyes are more sensitive than ears. 

n. Light travels faster dian sound. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


Question: 

58. How far is Mr Lai's office from his residence? 

Statements: 

I. Mr Lai goes to his office in his car and he drives his 
car at an average speed of 40 km per hour, 
n. It takes him 20 minutes to reach Ms office by car. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Question: 

59. Which new product is the firm X going to launch? 
Statements: 

1. Firm X has been very famous during the last few de¬ 
cades for its cosmetic products. 

D. The firm conducted a survey regarding soaps and 
shampoos being used by the women of metropolitaas. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Question: 

60. Who has requested the shop-keepers to observe a 'bandh' 
against price-rise in essential commodities? 

Statements: 

I. The mendiers of opposition party want such demon¬ 
stration against the government and they want to 
paralyse normal life. 

II. 'Ihe decision to observe 'bandh' was taken by the 
local trade union. * 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

In each question below is given a statement followed bi; three courses 
of action numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a step or admin- 
isiralive decision to be taken for follow-up, improvement or further 
action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of the infbrmatioii 
given in the statement. You have to assume everything stated in the 
statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested courses of 
action logically follow for pursuing. 

Staiement. 

61. India dws not have literary agents like abroad to take 
care of the pre and post-publicity of a book, which results in low 
sale of even the best books. 

Courses of action. 

I Publishers should appoint special staff for the f'ur- 
pose mentioned above. 

II. The authors and publishers should contact the agents 
in other country to come to India and take care of 
matters. 

III. The authors should not write books if thev can't 
handle publicity. 

{a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only Ill follows. (d) Either 1 or II follows. 

(e) Either II or III follows. 

Statement: 

62. The government realizes that the judiciary functions 
in the same hackneyed way and is not aware of new develop¬ 
ments. 

Courses of Action: 

I. A panel of experts should screen the judges at regu¬ 
lar intervals. 

R. If the judiciary is not found abreast with the latest 
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developments and reforms, strict action should be 
taken against them. 

HI. National seminars should be held at proper inter¬ 
vals to focus on key issues ot judiciary 
(fl) Only 1 follows. (h) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. 

(d) Only any one of the three follows, (c) None follows. 
Staiment: 

6.'^. The two major problems making it dilficuU for the masses 
to make the two ends meet are inflation and unemployment. 
Courses ofAclion 

I. Tile present government should be changed as it has 
not been able to cope with problems 

II. The government should increase expenditure in 
public works so as to create mom jobs instead of 
increasing number of ministers. 

in. A new economic policy should be devised. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only 1 and II follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

Staiment: 

64. The infant mortality rates in India are 7.2 per cent and 
malnutrition is claiming about 1..S million children below the age 
of five annually. 

Courses of Actum: 

I. Women should be made awan’ of the role they have 
to play in bringing up children. 

II. An awareness of nutrition programme should be 
arranged through medias. 

III. A network ot mother and child care units should be 
established throughout the country 

(H) Only I and II follow. (6) Only II and 111 follow. 

(i') I'.ither II or III follows. (</) Only 1 and III follow.'. 

{(■) All the three tollow. 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. ((/) All the others are ca\es, this one is a temple 

2, (|i) All the others have horns. 

.1. ((f) All the other terms are related to courts. 

4 (fl) All the others cover the below waist part of body. 

.“i. (.) lie is a mathematician among literary figures. 

6. (fl) Canal is man-n\ade, all the others an* naluial teatuivs. 

7. (r) All the others have collectiors. 

8. (if) All the Olliers are natural uncontrollable actions. 

4. (d) They have the protectiv e covering and limb relationship. 

10. (fl) They have the item and its natural function relationship. 

11. (c) They are neighbours. 

12. (fl) One circles the other. 

13. (h) They have the bigger and the smaller si/.e relationship. 

14. ((f) Both belong to the same general category and are used 

for the same function 

15. (b) They have the general category and specific relationship. 

16. ((f) One is made from the other. 

17. ((f) The terms present different shades of the same quality. 
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18. (c) One is a general category, the other two its members. 

19. (fl) All are made from the same material. 

20. (e) They have the inside and outside relationship. 

21. (/») They are different phases of the same thing. 

Qs. 2?-27. These tjuestions are solved by sorting out common let¬ 
ters and matching them with common code-letters. 

22. (fj) 23. (,'j 24. (/) 25. (b) 26. (b) 27. (/) 

28. HONOUR 

29. (c) 30. (c) RT, EO, TP, ON, OT and 10. 

31. (/>) In all the otliers, all the letters are from the main word; 

this one has an extra T'. 

32. (c) In all the others, letters picked up for the formation of 

word do not change order. 

.33. (b) The ages are 7, 5 and 2. 

34. (10 I r 

35. (d) I 

.36. la) ^ 


37. (f) 

38. (b) 39. (a) 40. (aJ 

Qs 41-45. These lyieshons are best aimvred by drawing diagrams 
of all the probable situations and then reaehing the fool-proof conclu¬ 
sion. Here are a few examples. 


..(C, f (I (^^ si 1 ^ 


41 (Ml 1 
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46. fc) 

47. (b) 

48. (fl) 

49. (b) 

50. (d) 

51. 

(e) 

52. (fl) 

53. (fl) 

54. (c) 

55. (b) 

56. (d) 

57. 

{{-) 

.58. (c) 
64. (e) 

59. (c) 

60. ((f) 

61. (fl) 

62. (c) 

63. 

(c) 
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Economic TJews 


RBi’t Annual Rteqrt, 1997^ 

With the dark douw of the general stow down endihe Soiidiieast Aefen boom¬ 
ing large over the economic horizon, the Re^tvcTBank of indie i[rai}, He ^mdal report' 
tor 1997-98, has listed four areasr-downtum in industrial output, rising inflation, wldei^ 
fiscal deficit and slow down in export growth—that need to be addressed quickly. 

Projecting a higher GOP growth of 6.5 .per cent in 199a-99,1hs RBI has also wamKl V 
the government against borrowing more than the targeted amount and suftported the ' 
existing restrictions on the capital account convertibility. 

RBI also maintained that strong fundamentals of the economy alone caiitwt prop up. ..' 
the rupee and the ‘contagion effecf of the South-east Asian crisis posed.a eenwa ohdienge' . 
for exchange rate management in 1997-96. 

The report makes special mention of addressing the issues like reduction of subsidies, 
expenditure prioritisation and widening of the tax base, and the need to give appropriate sig¬ 
nals to the market regarding government's commitment to fiscal deTicIt reductbn. 

The report is critical of the failure of tire States to meet their growing expenditures in view;, 
of Insufficient collection of taxes. - T / 

The RBI, however, Is confident of Industry showing a higher rate of growth than in prew^ -' ' 
ous year, in view of expected stimulus from the rural demand and the parmad hrltlithW 'in' 
regard to infrastnjcture developmeht. ... ; 

On the export front, the report said that growth in 1998-99 hinges npt only earinBdrO’pi^ . 
cies, but also on micro-policies that ease internal and industry-spec^ic constrBlnUibgrov|lth . 
exports. The RBI has advised constant monitorinp of external current account cMfilt pqsl^i 
since this is perceived as an important variable, h^ng a bearing on international Isonfidericei ^ ' 

On capital market front. RBI has expressed concern over the continued sluggiehness,' ' 
considering the fact that long-term prospects for sustained industrial development are critical^ ; 
dependent on revival of the primaiy market It has advised tlist the recommendations of. the 
informal group on capital markets, under chief economic advisor Shankar N. Achatya, should' 
be implemented exp^itiously to ensure revival of the primary market. 


Short Notes 
on 

NodonolNows 

CAUVERY WATERS 
Major breakthrough at last 

FTliR seven years of intransigence 
among the southern riparian States, 
a broad accord was finally achieved on 
August 7, 1998, on the contentious 
Cauvery water issue. The breakthrough 
' came about as Karnataka compromised 
I on the constitution of a Cauvery River 
Authority to enforce the interim award 
of the tribunal. The Authority will be 
chaired by the Prime Minister and com¬ 
prise the Chief Ministers of Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Pandicherry. 
Differences still persist on the powers to 
be delcgatt*d to the monitoring commit¬ 
tee of officials, with Tamil Nadu pressing 
for full powers ,ind Karnataka insisting 
that it be given only an advisory role. 

The monitoring committee includes 
the desigiuted officiiils of the State gov¬ 
ernments concerned. 

The agreement assumed particular 
significance because it was reached ahead 
of the Supreme Court's August 12 dead¬ 
line 

Taking birth at lalacauvcry in 
llhagamandala in Kodagn district in 
Karnatak.i, the 802 km river traverses 
mainlv through Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu and had been the bone of con¬ 
tention between the two States for well 
over a century now 

The dispute tvas first referred to an 
arbitrator in 1910, In the 80s, several 
rounds of talks were held between the 
two States to find an amicable solution. 
They met for the final time in February 
1990, vn the direction of the Supreme 
Court. But, the meeting yielded no result 
and the Centre told the Supreme Court to 
decide on the issue Following the 
Supreme Court's direction, the tribunal 

Do You Know... 

Kronli Diwos was observed on August 9, 
1998. 


1 


was constituted in June 1990, headed by 
Mr Justice Chitatosh Mukherjee. The tri¬ 
bunal directed Karnataka to release 205 
TMC ft of water to Tamil Nadu. 

According to the experts, the real test 
of the accord will come if and when the 
monsoon in Karnataka fails. If the mon¬ 
soon badly lets down the river's catch¬ 
ment areas in Karnataka, the State will 
not be able to release 205 TMC ft of water. 
In such a situation, tlic newly created 
Cauvery River Authority (CRA) and the 
monitining committee of officials will 
have to |udiciously play their assigned 
roles to make sure that the dispute does 
not re-siirtace. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
PM’s visit to Oman and 
Namibia 

RIMF. Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
left for a foreign trip on August 29, 
1998. On his first stop, at Oman, Mr 
Vajpayee appealed to the country to help 
fight terrorism, He expressed India's 
anxiety on the spread of sectarian funda¬ 
mentalism and terrorism during bilateral 


discussions with his host, Sultan Qaboos 
Bin Said. Besides, they also discussed the 
situation on Afghanistan and its fallout 
on the security environment of the 
region. 

The Prime Minister's visit to Oman is 
an indication of the special relations the 
two nations have developed since 1993 
and the recognition of Oman's role as 
India's friend in the Culf. Among the 
Arab countries, Ciman has shown the 
most understanding of India's nudear 
tests and has not openly criticised it. In 
the Gulf, where the Pakistani nuclear 
tests were welcomed as an Islamic feat, 
the friendship of even a small State Ls 
valuable. 

India’s special ties with Oman had 
begun when Narasimha Rao initiated 
economic reforms. Mr Rao's visit to the 
country in 1993 had liegun a process of 
greater economic interaction, culminat¬ 
ing in initiating a number of important 
projects. Two of India's largest joint ven- 
tuies abroad, worth over $ 2 billion, are 
with Oman. The Bharat-Oman Refinery 
Project and India-Oman Fertiliser Project 
have been in the pipeline and have now 
been cleared by the present government. 
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Economic News 


Steps to halt Rupee dip 

On Aggust 20,19w, the Re^e Bank of India took steps to .resusottata the rupee 
by announcing measures that include, draining out excess liquidity froiti ^e money mar¬ 
ket coupled with a large dose of direct intervention in the fbrex market. 

Highlights of the announcemnt are: 

■ CRR temporarily hiked to 11 pc from 10 pc from August 29. 

■ Daily fixed rale repo hiked to 8 pc from 5 pc. 

■ Fils allowed forward cover tor 15 pc of equity investments as on June 11 in addi¬ 
tion to incremental investments. 

■ Importers banned from rebooking cancelled forward contracts. 

■ Corporates not allowed to split forward commitments into spot and forward. 

■ Use of EEFC funds extended to domestic business as well. 

■ RBI warns of reduction in EEFC limits for exporters wilfully holding back forex. 

■ Authorised dealers will report day end and peak intra day positions to RBI. 

The RBI announcement was coupled with direct intenrention In the foreign 
exchange market. These measures came at a time when the general market sen¬ 
timent was bearish on the rupee. At the same time, liquidity is fairly easy with 
credit yet to take off. 

The RBI has also warned exporters of reduction in entitlemems in Exchange Earners 
Foreign Currency (EEFC) account in cases of wilful delay in repatriation of export pro¬ 
ceeds. At the same time, it has told exporters that the EEFC funds can be used for 
domestic businesses also. 


After his Omai\ visit the Prime 
Minister went to Namibia. President Sam 
Nujoma of Namibia is an old friend of 
India and has visited the country several 
times. It has been felt that as member of 
Southern African Development and Co¬ 
operation Coimcili a^roupin^;^ of several 
important African States, Namibia can 
help in getting across India's viewpoint 
on nuclear and other Issues. India is also 
aware that Namibia will be chairing the 
United Nations General As.sembly 
Session scheduled to begin in New’ York 
in October. 

During the visit, five economic pacts 
were signed. The pacts aim at boosting 
bilateral economic ties in the agriculture, 
technical cooperation and foreign office 
consultations. Prime Minister Vajpayee 
also announced a five million dollar line 
of credit to facilitate imports of Indian 
capital goods into Namibia. 

Namibia also assured India of its full 
support in bid for a permanent seat in the 
UN Security Council. 

India-Pakistan agree on talks 
modalities 

N September 3, 1998, India and 
Pakistan agreed on the modalities 
for resumption of foreign secretary-level 
talks. Tlie meeting was held at Durban m 
Soutli Africa during the NAM summit. 
The final instruction will be given by the 
two Prime Ministers w'hen they will meet 
in New York on September 23,1998. 

The talks had bogged down our 
modalities centred on Kashmir 
Islamabad had consistently stressed that 
Kashmir was the main issue and talks 
without first tackling this core problem 
were a waste of time. India has been 


Do You Know... 

The 5th Nationol Games will be held on 
October 4-14, 1998 at Imphal. Over 
5,500 sports persons, 2,500 officials and 
1,000 media persons will come to the city 
for the gomes. There are 27 events along 
with demonstration of 2 traditional games 
and colourful cultural events. The State of 
Monipur is getting ready to hold the 
games with enthusiasm. 


equally persistent in demanding that 
all outstanding issues between the 
two countries, including Kashmir, 
can be taken up simultaneously. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS 

India joins Paris Convention 

I NDIA has decided to join the Paris 
Convention and will now be a signa¬ 
tory to the Pioteclion of Industrial 
Property and the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty under the convention. The deci¬ 
sion to join the convention has put India 
on the global map ol intellectual proper¬ 
ly protection, having now joined h,mds 
with 1.50 countries. 

The main advantage ot the treaty is 
that now Indian entrepreneurs can avail 
of the 'right of priority'—which would 
give automatii. priority in the queue tor 
patents rights in all member States. 

The Paris Convention is the broadest 
possible multilateral treaty, covering all 
forms of intellectual property such as 
patents, trade marks, copyrights, designs 
and related rights like trade secrets 
among others. It is a nodal treaty, allow¬ 
ing a member to reap advantages from 
various other treaties on specific subjects 
of intellectual property. 


Indian entrepreneurs, till now, were 
supposed to apply for a patent in all 
countries simultaneously. This was creat¬ 
ing a problem because no individual or 
even a company could afford to apply in 
various places at one go. So, if an Indian 
inventor applied for a patent in India and 
a few other countries, his patent could be 
exploited in tlic other countries. Even if a 
person could afford to file for a patent in 
few more countries at a Inter stage, the 
person would not be entertained since the 
patentable technology was already 
known. 

The restrictive patent regime in the 
country had made things worse for 
Indians. According to the law, an Indian 
resident should first file for a patent in 
India before filing elsewhere. Thus, major 
software giants employing Indian soft¬ 
ware professionals could not apply for 
patents on technology developed by 
Indians. Even when applied in India first, 
they could not avail of the one year grace 
period under the Paris Convention. 
The new decision has come as a boon 
for Indian inventors. Now India can 
avail of common rules, equal treat¬ 
ment and right of priority in most 
countries. Before signing the conven¬ 
tion, India had an understanding 
with only 78 countries. The number 
now has gone up to 150. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


AVIATION 

Tatas withdraw airline plan 

T HREE-and-a-holf years after it first 
submitted a proposal to be allowed to 
fly India's domestic skies, a frustrated 
and bitter Tata Industries Limited, on 
September 1,1998, said that its proposal 
has been withdraw. 

The group, which ironically started 
India's first airline in 1932, "had enough" 
of civil aviation ministry's "dithering" on 
the subject—^which led to five deferred 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) decisions in recent months. 

The decision evoked surprise 
and dismay in corporate circles. Most 
industrialists were critical of the way 
the government had dealt with the 
whole issue and said that this will 
send wrong signals to the interna¬ 
tional business community The 
Tata's case has been described by 
many as liberalisation being thwart¬ 
ed by pre.ssure tactics of competition. 

MEDIA 

Ordinance on Prasar Bharat! 

O N August 29, 1998, the Prasar 
Bharati ordinance was finally pro¬ 
mulgated by President K.R. Narayanan. 
All India Radio Director General O.P. 
Ki?jriwal took over temporarily from 
Prasar Bharati CEO S.S. Gill. His 
assumption of charge was provided in 
the statute itself. 

The o.^'dinance also restores the 22- 
member Parliamentary Committee and 
14-member Broadcasting Council. 

Reiteratmg that accountability was a 
must for a public broadcaster. 
Information and Broadcasting Minister 
Sushma Swaraj said that the restoration 
of original Act would help usher in trans¬ 
parency and efficiency, with ‘ subjective 
judgements" being replaced by decisions 


Economic News 



PUBLIC SECTOR: Radical privatisation proposed 

The finance ministry has prepared a radical proposal to privatise Public Sector, 
Enterprises (PSEs), including blue chip navratnas, which together hold a little over 50 per 
cent of the country's GOP in assets. 

The privatisation proposai differs from previous disinvestment attempts in that it visu¬ 
alises setting up a Specialised Corporate Vehicle (SPV)—whose only objective would’be 
to hold and sell PSE equity until government ownership comes down to 49 per cent in' 
each PSE. 

The proposal, titled 'Privatisation: A Fast Track Strategy’, lists ten navratnas, six top 
public sector banks and the biggest financial Institution, IDBI, as sell-off favourites.' 
According to the proposal, the government would retain 49 per cent stake, and transfer • 
the rest to the SPV to sell to private Investors. That will pl^ equity, (Hirrantly valued 
around Ps 47,481 crore by the market, at the disposal of the SPV for sell-off. Once the 
surplus government stake is hired-off to the SPV, PSEs would effectively become prj- , 
valely-owned Public Enterprises (PEs). 

Speed is now seen as the key factor. The country's lengthy disinvestment 
programme has managed to achieve only 10 per cent of targets in the last three 
years. 

During the period from transfer of equity in these 17 PSEs, to their ultimate privati¬ 
sation, the SPV would hold more than Rs 47,000 worth of stocks and an annual dividend 
stream of about Rs 2265 crore. These assets would be used as collaleral for guarantees 
on major infrastructure projects. * 

The SPV could either privatise through direct sales of equity to private investors, or 
Issue bonds on SEs that are later converted into equity. 


taken in "collective wisdom" in the 
board. 

COMMISSION 

Vittal is Chief Vigilance 

Commissioner 

P UBLIC lintorprises Sclwtion Board 
Chairmtin N Vittal has been appoint¬ 
ed as the Chief Vigilance Conunissioner 
of the powerful anti-corruption bodv, the 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). 

Tlirough an ordinance, the govern¬ 
ment has lorm.ilh notilied the setting u)i 
of the CVC. Tliis will have a hearing on 
the appointments of chiefs of the 
Enforcement Directorate anti the CBI. In 
the Iwii'iiln case verdict, the Supreme 
Court had indicated that the C VC will 
play a ri>le in appointment of the two offi¬ 
cials. 

The Commission will monitor and 
exercise control over the CBI. The ordi¬ 
nance empowers it to order enquiries, 
either on its own, or by agencies like the 
CBI and the Central vigilance officers of 
various departments. Tlie Commission 


can ahio call for reports from any depart¬ 
ment and advise them on tackling cor¬ 
ruption. 

It will also advise the government on 
anti-corruption measures. The CVC Chief 
will have a four-year tenure. 

'the ordinance also lays down that 
the CBI chief will have a minimum tenure 
of t’/.’o years. The CBI director will be 
selected by an independent committee 
comprising the CVC Chief, the Home 
Secretary and the Personnel Secretary. 

MAHARASHTRA 
Joshi government rejects 
Srikrishna report 

O N August 6, 1998, the Maharashtra 
government rejected the findings of 
the Srikrishna Commission on the 1992- 
93 Mumbai riots and serial bomb blasts, 
dubbing it as "biased and anti-Hindu". 

The two-volume report, rutuiing into 
more than 200 pages, had blamed the 
Shiv Sena and its Chief Bal Thackeray for 
the "organised attacks" on the minority 
community in January 1993. 
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Communication becomes costiier 

On August 27,199S, the government announced a steep hike of upto 150 per cent 
in postai charges with effect from August 31, to mop up an additional Rs 180 crore dur* 
ing the current financial year. Although ordinary postcards and inland letters have been 
spared, letters, competition cards, money order forme, parcels and registered letters are 
affected. The tariff on post covers, compelion postcards and letter cards have also gone 
up by 50 per cent each, while parcel and insurance charges have been increased by 25 
per cent and registration charges by 20 per cent. 

As per the revised rates, competition postcards and letters weighing upto 20 grams 
would cost Rs 3 each. Letter cards, on the other hand, would cost Rs 1.50. The maximum 
increase in tariff is lor nwney order form which would now cost 25 paise, instead of 10 
paise. 

The increased postal .tariff would lead to an additional annual revenue of Rs 270 
crore, still leaving an uncovered postal deficit of Rs 695 crore. 


Referring to the December 92 riots, 
the report says that the immediate causes 
were the demolition of the Babri tnasjid; 
the aggravation of minority community 
sentiments by the majority community 
with their celebration rallies; and the 
insensitive and harsh approach of the 
police while handling the protesting 
mobs which initially were not violent. 

The report also indicted the "effete 
political leadership" in the State (a refer¬ 
ence to the then Congress Chief Minister 
Sudhakarrao Naik) for political "vacilla¬ 
tion" and "conflicting orders issued to the 
Commissioner of Police" (S.K. Rapat). 
"Four precious days were lost for the 
Chief Minister to consider and issue 
orders as to effective use of the army for 
controlling the riots", the report notes. 

Mr justice Srikrishna also comes 
down heavily on the Mumbai police for 
their "built-in bias" against the minority 
community and for "their reluctance to 
firmlv put down incidents of violence, 
looting and arson". 

As per the ATR, the State govern¬ 
ment was (tf the view that some of its 
(commission) conclusions were one-sided 
and biased and arrived at with a view to 
indict a particular person or community. 
Fearing "old wounds re-opening after 
five years", the government cannot agree 
with the conclusions of the commission. 

Some of the recommendations which 
have been accepted by the Sena-BJP State 
government pertain primarily to admin¬ 
istrative matters like police reforms and 
the "effete political leadership" during 
the riots. In iu ATR, the State government 
has expressed the view that one of the 
most important reasons for the riots flar¬ 
ing was the efforts of one-upmanship 

Do You Know... 

There was an outbreak of dropsy in many 
Stales, caused by consuming adulterated 
mustard or edible oil. It is identified by the 
collection of fluid in the body or odemo. 
Argemone mexicono, commonly known as 
pharorthgi dhatura, is commonly used to 
adulterate mustard oil. It grows naturally 
with mustard and has yellow seeds similar 
to mustord. It contains a chemical called 
Songuinorine, which triggers a reaction in 
the body. 


between the then Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Sudhakarrao Naik and the then 
Defence Minister Sharad Pawar. 

SCANDALS 
Securities scam: Two 
convicted 

I N its first judgement, since 1992, on the 
multi-crore securities scam, the special 
court, on August 14, 1998, convicted^ 
stock broker Hitcn Dalai and a former 
high ranking bank official S. Mohan, on 
charges of siphoning off Rs 33 crore from 
Canara Bank Financial Services 
(CANFINA), wholly owned sub¬ 
sidiary of Canard Bank. Both con¬ 
victs have been sentenced to seven 
years of rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs one lakli. 

The court rejected Dalai's contention 
that the offence for which he was being 
convicted was purely technical and not 
an economic offence. 

The judge, however, observed that 
the offence was of "grave nature and time 
has come to pass on the message to every¬ 
one »hat there may be delay but justice 
will certainly follow'.'. 

Fodder Scam: CBi raids house 
of Rabri Devi 

O N August 21, 1998, CBI raided the 
official residence of Chief Minister 
of Bihar, Ms Rabri Devi, in connection 
with a disproportionate assets case 
against her husband and RJD president 


Laloo Prasad Yadev. 

The raid followed filing of the case in 
the court of CBI-designated Judge, as an 
offshoot of the fodder scam in which Mr 
Yadav is one of the main accused. 

This was perhaps the first time that 
such raids had been conducted at the offi¬ 
cial residence of a Chief Minister, 
altliough liie case is against her husband 
and immediate predecessor who slays on 
the same premises. 

The case was filed after an extensive 
review of investigations by CBI into the 
fodder scam, by its joint director L'.N. 
Biswas. 

SC allows Jaya’s prosecution 
in TANS! case 

Hi; Supreme Court, on August 21, 
1998, allowed a Chennai special coui l 
to proceed with a case against former 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Ms 
jayalalitha and her aide Sasikata 
Natarajan, for defrauding Tamil Nadu 
government of over Rs three crore by 
buying Tamil Nadu Samll Industries 
Corporation (TANSI) land at throw away 
prices. 

It is alleged that Ms jayalalitha 
bought the land on May 29, 1992, on 
behalf of a firm owned by her—Java 
Publication—violating a 1969 govern¬ 
ment rule which prohibits the Chief 
Minister from buying any govermpent 
land. 

Investigators probed into the allega¬ 
tions and filed a comprehensive 
chargesheet accusing Ms Jayalalitha, Ms 
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N. Sasikala, former chairman-cum-man- 
aging director of TANSI T.R. Srinivasan, 
former Tamil Nadu rural industries min¬ 
ister Mohammed Asif and another, of 
their involvement in the land scam. 

TELEPHONY 

Decks cleared for satellite 
phones 

O N August 26, 1998 the Union 
Cabinet cleared the proposal for tlie 
Global Mobile Personal Communication 
by Satellite (GMPCS), paving the way for 
hand-held satellite telephony in India. 

Through satellite phones, sub¬ 
scribers arc able to communicate from 
any point on earth with a single number, 
irrespective of their location. 

Significantly, there will be no restric¬ 
tion on the number of players in the sec¬ 
tor and the licences will be issued on 
'first-cum-first ser\'ed basis'. Before the 
licences arc granted the spectrum avail¬ 
ability will be kept in view before 
granting the licences. The rights on the 
spectrum will be internationally coordi¬ 
nated. 

The private companies will be 
allowed to set up gateways but within 
India and their operation and mainte¬ 
nance would be by a government-desig¬ 
nated authority. 

In a departure from the past prac¬ 
tices, the government has decided to 
implement a revenue-sharing regime. 
There will be a two-tier structure for the 
licence fee, with a fixed component and a 
variable component as a percentage of 

Do You Know„. 

The three biggest corporate tax payers in 
Mumbai are; State Bonk of India, Life 
Insurance Corporolton and Videsh 
Sanchpr Nigam Ltd. The next two are 
Indian Oil and HPCL, followed by IDBI at 
the sixth place. Hindustan Lever is at 7, 
while Bajaj Auto, Tata Electric ond Bank of 
America ore at 8-10 positions respective¬ 
ly. The first six are public sector organisa¬ 
tions. Only two companies, Hindustan 
Lever and Bojoj Auto are from the manu¬ 
facturing sector while the rest are from the 
services sector. 



NATIONAL NEWS 


EconoiTiic News 


Resurgent India Bonds mop-up $ 4.16 billion 

The Resurgent India Bonds (RIB) Issue of the State Bank of India (SBI) has broken 
all records in debt mobilisation by any Indian entity, by mopping up over $ 4.16 billion. The 
issue also destroyed the myth that the United States has to be largest contributor. 

A total of around 70 per cent of the collections have come from the Middle, Far and 
South East Asia, while the remaining 30 per cent has come from Europe and USA. 

The resources generated will be used for upgrading critical infrastruclure of the 
Country. 


revenue of GMPCS operators. 

The foreign equity of the GMPCS 
operator will be limited to 49 per cent. 
Iridium, Icon and Ascon have been given 
the licpnce.s subject to the procedures. 

BLOOD BANKS 

Draft national policy released 

O N August 11, 1998, the gi>vcrnmenl 
released a draft national blood 
policy aimed at total voluntary blood 
donation and discouragement of 
commercial blood banks to ensure 
supply i)f safe and adequate blood 
and its products. 

Major guidelines issued in the policy 
include reorganisation of transfusion ser¬ 
vices witJi the National AIDS Control 
Organisation (NACO) coordinating the 
blood sedcly programme, encouragement 
of voluntary donations, discouragement 
of c(5mmercial hlocxl bank'- and revision 
of the drugs and cosmetics rules to ensure 
proper inspection and licensing of blood 
banks. 

Other key features of the policy <ire 
inclusion of blood transfusion scrv'ices j 
and haematology in medical education to 
create more awareness, donor motivation 
programmes, and avoiding wasieful and 
risky practices ot translusion of whole 
bkxid by cncouiaging ust’ ot blood com¬ 
ponents lUid products. 

The draft policy will be circu¬ 
lated to Stale blood translusion 
councils, medical institutes and 
media which have two months' 
time to offer comments and sug¬ 
gestions. Their suggestions W'ill 
be examined and suitably incor¬ 
porated in the policy before it is 
sent for Cabinet approval. 

The draft policy follows a 1996 
Supreme Court directive on revamping 


the country's blood transfusion services. 

GOVERNMENT SECURITIES 
Cabinet clears Act 

O N August 26, 1998, the Union' 
Cabinet appren'ed a finance ministry 
proposal to simplify laws relating to gov¬ 
ernment securities and its management 
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
besides improving customer services by 
treasuries. 

The hvv relating to government 
securities and its management by RBI is 
laid down in the Public Debt Act of 1944 
and over the years a number of rigidities 
had been noticed in llie rules. 

Procedures prescribed were 
time-consuming and some of the 
provisons have ceased to be of 
relevance in the present context. 
The public was also put to incon¬ 
venience due to archaic proce- 
diir'“ in the Act. In the wake of 
sharp rise in volume ot public 
debt, the RBI, agency banks and 
treasuries were handicapped in 
improving customer services. 

I'lirther, the Act dates back to pre- 
indopcndence days when marketable 
debt witli which the iiiles deal made up 
the entire borrowing of the government. 
This is no longer valid. 

Undvr these circumstances, the 
finance ministry felt that the public 
debt act would give a wrong impres¬ 
sion that it encompassed ail aspects 
of government borrowing The new 
law would consolidate and revise 
laws relating to government securi¬ 
ties, the spokesman said. The Cabinet 
also approved the signing of an 
agreement with Maldives govern¬ 
ment for cooperation and mutual 
assistance in customs matters. 
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on 
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TERRORISM 
US embassies in Kenya, 
Tanzania bombed; US 
retaliates with air strikes 

O N August 7, 1998, simultaneous 
bombs exploded outside the US 
embassies in the Kenyan and Tanzanian 
capitals killing at least 175 people and 
injuring more than 4000. A shadowy 
Islamic group claimed responsibility and 
issued a list of demands calling for US 
forces to leave Saudi Arabia and for the 
release of detained Islamic militants. 

The group said that it had taken 
inspiration from fatv'as from contempo¬ 
rary Muslim theologians, including 
Sheikh Ossama Bin Laden, a Saudi-hom 
nullionaire who now lives in exile in 
Afghanistan. 

On August 21, the US retaliated by 
launching Cruise missile strikes against 
alleged terrorist camps in Afghanistan 
and a chemical plant in Sudan. 27 people 
were killed and more than 50 wounded 
in the attacks. President Clinton said that 
the action was taken to counter an 
"immediate tlireat" of more terrorist acts. 

The air strikes in Afghanistan were 
aimed at six sites which made up, what a 


Do You Know... 

An official study scys that poverty in both 
rural and urban India has come down 
between 1987-88 to 1993-94, It soys 
poverty has reduced by 6.25 to 6.83 per¬ 
centage points whether it is based on 
Official Poverty Line (OPL) or Expert-group 
Officiol Poverty Line (EOPL) or Alternate 
Poverty Line (APL) It soys that incidence of 
poverty in the country reduced from 47.09 
per cent to 40.26 based on OPL and 
39.72 to 33.47 per cent on EOPL and 
35.12 to 26.75 per cent on APL, 


senior inteliigence officer called, the 
largest and "most extensive Sunni 
Muslim terrorist university" in the 
world. 

The Zhawar Kili Al-badr camp, 94 
miles south of Kabul, and about one mile 
from the Pakistan border, included a 
base with a command and control opera¬ 
tion, a support and supply camp with 
weapons and ammunition and four 
training facilities, the Pentagon said. Up 
to 600 people had been observed using 
the complex at one time, according to 
Pentagon and senior US intelligence offi¬ 
cials. 

The El Shifa pharmaceutical plant in 
Khartoum, said by Sudanese officials to 
be a manufacturer of antibiotics, was 
believed by the CIA to produce the key 
ingredient in the deadly nerve gas VX. 

Reaction to the US strikes varied, 
with US allies supporting the action. 
Pakistan said that the strikes were in vio¬ 
lation of the recognised principles and 
norms of inter-State conduct and a dan¬ 
gerous precedent. 

Russian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, 
expressed outrage over the attacks. "I 
condemn these bombings", he said. 

In Sudan, the attacks provoked an” 
outburst of anti-US sentiment. Protesters 
stormed the empty US embassy com¬ 
pound in Khartoum, throwing stones 
and shouting "Down, down USA". 

Sudanese President Omar el-Bashir 
warned that his country "reserves the 
right to respond to the American attack 
using all necessary measures". 

The Arab League denounced the 
US military strike against Sudan as 
an aggression against an Arab coun¬ 
try It urged Washington to refrain 
from any further actions which may 
arouse "Public Outrage" in the Arab 
World. 

tndia reacted guardedly, 
focussing instead on its role as a vic¬ 
tim of cross-border terrorism. 
Although refusing to criticise the US 
action outright, India said interna¬ 
tional consensus on dealing with the 
scourge of terrorism was important. 
Prime Minister Vajpayee disagreed 
with a view that unilateral US action 
amounted to an act of State terror¬ 
ism. 


NON-AUGNED MOVEMENT 
12th Summit at Durban 

N September 2,1998, the 12th NAM 
Summit was inaugurated by 
President Nelson Mandela of South 
Africa, who took over as the Chairman of 
113-country NAM. It was a moving 
moment for the father of South Africa's 
freedom struggle as he took over the 
chairmanship of the body which played a 
key role in the international campaign 
against apartheid in Iris homeland. 

However, the start of the siunmit 
became controversial when President 
Mandela, in his inaugural address, 
referred to Kashmir and said that NAM 
was willing to lend "all the strength, we 
have" to the resolution of the Kashmir 
issue. The fleeting reference was per¬ 
ceived in diplomatic circles as a snub to 
India, since Kashmir issue had never 
been raised at NAM meet earlier. India, 
however, was quick to reject airy outside 
interference in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
termed Mr Mandela's reference to 
Kashmir as "unacceptable and totally 
uncalled for". 

Mr Vajpayee took up lire issue again 
during his speech at the NAM Summit 
He said the concern by some countries 
that the recent developments in South 
Asia, an obvious reference to the nuclear 
tests by India and Pakistan, raised the 
sceptre of an arms race, was utterly mis¬ 
placed. 

India, he added, continues to 
seek good relations with its neigh¬ 
bours and believes that differences 
should be resolved in a rati.inal man¬ 
ner through bilateral negotiations. 
"The Shimla agreement, which both 
India and Pakistan have ratified, 
provides an agreed mechanism fos 
resolving these differences amicably 
among ourselves. Let me say this 
loud and clear: there is no place for 
any third-party involvement in this 
process, however well-intentioned", 
Mr Vajpayee said. 

The brief sabre-rattling between 
India and South Africa, however, came 
to an end when Pretoria apologised for 
the faux pas over J & K. ^uth Africa's 
Deputy President and heir-apparent 
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Thabo Mbeki met Prime Minister 
Vajpayee and expressed apology over 
the incident. He explained that it was not 
President Mandela's intention to refer to 
the Kashmir issue and that he would 
clarify the position while addressing the 
closing ceremony of the NAM summit. 

Following the apology and the clari¬ 
fication, India consideti^ the chapter 
closed. However, it could not be 
explained why the reference was made in 
the first place. 

During the summit, issues of cross- 
border terrorism, global disarmament 
and relevance of the Non-aligned move¬ 
ment, in the ^ra of economic globalisa¬ 
tion and post-Cold war scenario, domi¬ 
nated the discussions. 

The issue of terrorism assumed 
heightened importance in wake of the 
missile attacks by United States on Sudan 
and Afghanistan, after the US embassy 
bombings in Kenya and Tanzania. 

The summit ended with a call for a 
universal, non-discriminatory nuclear 
regime and adopted India's proposal for 
an international conference in 1999 to 
work for the complete elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The declaration also endorsed 
India's proposal for an international 
summit to formulate a joint global 
response to terrorism, but opposed 
"selective and unilateral action that 
violated the United Nations charter". 
It also rejected any third-party medi¬ 
ation in bilateral disputes. The 
Durban declaration stressed the sig¬ 
nificance of universal adherence to 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) by nuclear weapon States, 
including India and Pakistan. 

The NAM also highlighted the need 
for a "constructive" dialogue between 
the developed and the developing coun¬ 
tries to ensure better trade cooperation 
and establishment of an equitable inter¬ 
national economic order. 

The NAM leaders also called for a 

Do You KnoiML.. 

The lOSth birth anniversary of the late 
Hindi litterateur Acharyo Sheopujan Schoy 
was obsenred on August 9, 1998. 


dialogue to review the role of global 
financial bodies like the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank 
and the World Trade Orgarusation in the 
developing nations. 

The summit once again brought-up 
the issue of relevance of NAM. 
According to some experts NAM has 
made little impact on world affairs and is 
losing its relevance. 

Confusing and ambiguous norms 
for membership (^1 non-aligned move¬ 
ment have pmved to be one of the great¬ 
est demerits of the grouping, they say, 
suggesting that it should be selective in 
awarding membership and unite to meet 
new economic challenges in world trade. 

Partly because of ambiguity and 
partly because NAM functions on con¬ 
sensus, rather than vote, it has not been 
able to assert itself and have a desired 
say in world affairs. 

Any nation aspiring for NAM mem¬ 
bership should follow the policy of co¬ 
existence, should not have military bases 
outside its territory and should also now 
allow foreign troops on Its soil. 

Such criteria being vague and dif¬ 
fuse, many a nation have been given 
membership even though their policies 
have been distinctly in favour of some 
Western nations. As many as 18 franco¬ 
phone countries in Africa, that arc mem¬ 
bers of NAM, are aligned with France 
militarily or ea)nomically. 

But, there are others who say that 
NAM's limitations should in no way be 
used to undermine its relevance. It 
remains an additional foreign policy 
choice for many countries. Dr V.R. 
Panchmukhi, Director, Research and 
Information Systems for Non-Aligned 
and other developing countries notes 
that NAM was designed as a philoso¬ 
phy..." it should never have been expect¬ 
ed to be a cogent group". 

USA-RUSSiA 
Summit meeting 

P RESIDENT Bill Clinton visited Russia 
on September 1, 1998 for a two-day 
summit meeting with President Boris 
Yeltsin. Despite a poor outlook for mean¬ 
ingful agreements, Boris Yeltsin declared 
"Russian-American relations are devel¬ 


oping successfully". 

Yeltsin tried to put the best face pos¬ 
sible, greeting the American leader 
inside the Kremlin with a bear hug and 
handshake in the presidential study. 

Clinton urged Yeltsin to stop mili¬ 
tary cooperation with India and warned 
that nuclear rivalry in South Asia could 
lead to a "direct war" between the two 
nuclear super powers. 

The two-day summit ended with lit¬ 
tle to show but declarations of mutual 
support and cooperation on security and 
arms control. 

Clinton promised to back new inter¬ 
national financial aid to Russia to help, 
pull it out of a deep economic crisis, but 
only if Moscow pushed ahead with mar¬ 
ket reforms. Yeltsin responded by saying 
Russia needed moral, not financial sup¬ 
port, but pledged to continue the reforms 
and win a battle with his defiant parlia¬ 
ment over approval of a new Prime 
Minister and government. 

Both countries also declared their 
commitment to lighten rules of nuclear 
supplies from the five recognised nuclear 
powers. 

Besides, the two leaders signed 
agreements to provide tip-offs on world¬ 
wide missile launches and reduce pluto¬ 
nium stockpiles, even as Moscow con¬ 
veyed its opposition to NATCTs east¬ 
ward expansion and sought America's 
politkal support to help it out of finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

United Slates arid Russia also decid¬ 
ed to work together to persuade India 
and Pakistan to "give up their arms 
race". They also agreed not to recognise 
the two as nuclear powers and urged all 
countries to sign the C'omprehensi ve Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

RUSSIA 

Yeltsin brings Chernomyrdin 
back as Russian economy 
fares from bad to worse 

O N August 24, 1998, President Boris 
Yeltsin recalled Viktor Cherno¬ 
myrdin to head the government as Prime 
Minister, in an attempt to tackle Russia's 
burgeoning financial crisis and restore 
political and economic stability. 
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The appointment came one wet>k 
after the Russian government effectively 
devalued its national currency, the rou¬ 
ble, and annoimced that it would restruc¬ 
ture the short-term debt of the country. 

Aithough Qiemomyrdin is general¬ 
ly respected in political iind business cir¬ 
cles, the sudden change seemed likely to 
further undermine confidence in 
Yeltsin's leadership and did nothing to 
pick up the spirits of Russians. 

In a televised address President 
Yeltsin named Mr Chernomyrdin as his 
succes.sor for Presidential elections in 
year 2000. The main motive behind the 
move, he said, was to ensure "continuity 
of power in year 20(X)". 

Despite several compromise deals 
between President Yeltsin and the 
Communist-dominated Duma, the lower 
House of Russian Parliament,, the 
appointment of Mr Chernomyrdin was 
rejected twice. 

The rejection for the third time will 
lead to President Yeltsin dissolving the 
Duma and calling for elections in three 
months time. Yeltsin, in tliat case, will 
rule by deaee during the interim period. 
Face-off between President Yeltsin and 
the opposition-dominated Duma also 
meant that crucial weeks were wasted in 
political hanglings, and the government 
got little time h' devote to the economic 
woes of Russia. 

Meanwhile, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned Russia 
that it faces "disaster" if it rolls back 
reforms. IMF' also said that there will be 
no financial aid to Russia if it abandons a 
strict monetary policy 

The IMF and other lenders had 
pieced together a 22 billion UvS dollar aid 
package f ir Russia in July, 1^8. The sec¬ 
ond instalment of the package was due 
OR September 15, Bui, the aid package- 
failed to stare off a financial crisi.s, partly 
triggered bv the economic problems of 
Asia. 

IRELAND 

Car bomb kills twenty one 

car Iximb killed 21 people on August 
15, 1998, in a crowded market of 
Omagh in Ireland. This was perhaps one 
of the worst atro»;ities in three decades of 


conflict in Northern Ireland. 

The attack came on the 29th anniver¬ 
sary of the deployment of British troops 
in Northern Ireland and 17 days before 
US President Bill Clinton was scheduled 
to arrive to salute the province's peace 
agreement. 

The Irish National Liberation Army 
(INI.A). a small but vicious anti-British 
gang opposed to the peace agreement 
claimed responsibility for the attack. The 
blast came just three months after voters 
in both parts of Ireland overwhelmingly 
approved plans for a new Northern 
Ireland government with power shared 
between its majority Protestants and 
minority Roman Catholics. 

On August 22, 1998, however, the 
INLA announced a cea.sefirc and apolo¬ 
gised tor killing innocent people. The 
statement came as a .significant boo.st to 
restoring confidence in Northern 
Ireland's search for peace. 

PAKISTAN 

Law to create new Islamic 
Order 

HE Nawaz Sharif government, on 
August 30,1998, got the Islamisation 
bill through a parliamentary standing 
committee, despite walk-outs by the 
opposition and minority community 
menrbers. Mr Sharif, however, asserted 
that the move would help convert 
Pakistan into a "welfare and peaceful 
State". 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
emphasised that the Koran and the 
Simmh shall be the Supreme law of the 
land. The bill that he introduced seeks to 
implement, in a way. General Zia's objec¬ 
tives of 1985. Effectively, this would give 
the pKecutive of the day the authority to 
supersede, when necessiiry, the coastitu- 
tional law of Pakistan. 

Pakistan, thus, seeks to repudiate 
totally the legacy of its founder 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah who wanted 
Pakistan to be a secular democracy, as he 
had spelt out to the Pakistan constituent 
assembly on August 11,1947. Once the 
Bill is passed, Pakistan will join the ranks 
of Saudi Arabia and Taliban ruled 
Afghanistan. These two countries do not 




have a written constitution, while 
Pakistan has. 

The name of Pakistan itself indicates 
that it was established for asserting its 
Islamic purity. Despite that it has not 
succeeded, until now, in establishing a 
well defined and universally accepted 
national identity. With the .sole exception 
of field Marshal Ayub Khan's 
Constitution of 1962, all Pakistan's suc¬ 
cessive constitutions since 1956 have 
asserted that it is an Islamic Republic. 
However, not everyone has been able to 
see what the precise implications of the 
Islamic character of this State would 
entail. 

Nawaz Sharif's announcements 
could well be a continuation of the 
legacy that he inherited from his mentor. 
General Zia-ul-Haq. 

Sharif's move got wide rondemna- 
tion, both in Pakistan and in other coun¬ 
tries. While the Pakistani media 
described it as a "misuse of Islam", oth¬ 
ers have questioned the Pakistani 
Premier's sincerity in implementing 
Islamic laws. Chairperson of the Human 
Rights Commission ot Pakistan, Asma 
Jehangir, said that, true to the past pat¬ 
tern, Mr Sharif had made a straw ol 
Islamisation to save himself from drown¬ 
ing. 

Indian Prime Minister, Mr Vajpayee, 
also categorised the move as a 'step back¬ 
ward'. 

The decision prompted the Mohajir 
Quami Movement (Atlaf Hussain), the 
Awami National Party, the Baluchistan 
National Party and the jamhoori Watan 
Party, to pull out of the ruling alliance. 
The opposition Pakistan Peoples Party 
also decided to resist the attempt to 
impose dictatorship in the garb of 
Islamisation. 

USA 

President Clinton admits to 
sexual liaison 

I N a four-hour testimony on closed-cir¬ 
cuit television on August 17,1998, that 
was linked to the federd court house and 
watched on television monitory by 23 
federal jurors, Mr Clinton contradicted 
his earlier sworn statements in the Paula 
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Jones sexual misconduct law suit by 
admitting to a sexual liaison with Ms 
Monica Lewinsky. 

The President unambiguously stat¬ 
ed now the matter was between him and 
the two people he "loved the most—his 
wife Hillary and daughter Chelsea and 
our God." Mr Clinton added; "1 must put 
it right. I am prepared to do whatever it 
lakes to do so." He said he now intended 
to "reclaim" his family life for his family, 
adding bluntly, "It's nobody's business 
but ours. Even presi4ents have private 
lives." He then appealed to the large con¬ 
stituents of Americans who feel this mat¬ 
ter ought to be put behind, saying, "It is 
time to stop the pursuit of personal 
destruction." 

Although owning responsibility for 
his "lapse in judgement", Mr Clinton 
emphasised that at no time did he ask 
anyone "to lie, to hide or destroy evi¬ 
dence or take any other unlawful 
actions". He admitted his public com¬ 
ments and silence about the Lewinsky 
matter may have created a "false impres¬ 
sion" and "misled people, including 
even my wife". He added he "deeply" 
regretted that. 

Mr Clinton said his actioas were 
motivated by a desire to protect himself 
for "embarrassment of my own con¬ 
duct." He added: "1 was aLso very con¬ 
cerned at protecting my family." He said 
the fact that these questions were being 
asked by a "politically-inspired lawsuit", 
which had .since been dismissed, was a 
factor too. 

Earlier, on August 6, 1998, in six 
hours of testimony, Ms Monica 
Lewinsky had told grand jurors her first¬ 
hand account of numerous sexual 
encounters with the President inside the 
White House. 

She abo told grand jurors she dis¬ 
cussed with Clinton ways of concealing 
their relationship but was never instruct¬ 
ed to lie under oath. The account, a rever¬ 
sal from her own sworn affidavit, direct¬ 
ly conflicted with the President's sworn 
testimony in January, that he did not 
engage in sexual activity with Lewinsky. 

President Clinton became the first 
sitting US President to appear before a 
crimij^ grand ju^. However, he is by 
no mfeans the first US President to have 


had an extra marital affair. Infact, 
American hbtory is liberally sprinkled 
with sexual adventures by the highest- 
ranking men in the country. What is new 
is the huge news media fuss generated 
thb time. 

While John F. Kenney, for example, 
had quite a reputation as ladies' man the 
press maintained a discreet silence on the 
bsue while he was alive. 

For years, Thomson Jefferson, who 
was President between 1801-1809, 
allegedly had an affair with his slave 
Sally Hemings after the death of his wife 
Martha. Sally was just 16 the first time 
she became pregnant, and contempo¬ 
raries said that at least one of her sons 
bore a striking resemblance to the 
President. 

James Garfield, who briefly served 
as 20fh President of the United States in 
1881, also had problems on the domestic 
front. A man of profoundly religious 
beliefs he had a short affair in the fourth 
year of his marriage, until his wife 
Lucretia found out. 

Grover Cleveland who held the 
office from 1885-1889 and 1893-1897 was 
the only President to marry in the White 
House. However, he nearly failed to win 
office because of an earlier affair, which 
caught up with him during the election 
campaign 

In 1871, Mr Cleveland began a rela¬ 
tionship with Ms Maria Halpin, who 
gave birth to a son three years later. Ms 
Halpin married another man, and the 
boy was adopted by a respectable family 
in New York 

MYANMAR 

Despite world attention, 
democracy still eludes 

A LTHOUGH protests by foreign 
activiste and renewed challenges to 
military rule by opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi have brought Myanmar's 
political deadlock back to the world's 
attention, there's no sign that democracy 
is on the country'sagenda. 

Suu Kyi's National I,eague for 
Democracy (NLD) won a landslide 
victory in a 1990 general election but the 
military never allowed the winning law¬ 


makers to take ffieir seats. Instead, it 
jailed dozens of them on political charges 
and sent others fleeing into exile. 

The Generab, who have ruled the 
country since suppressing mass pro¬ 
democracy demonstrations 10 years ago, 
have shown time and again they will not 
be pushed around by anyone, be it Suu 
Kyi, US Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright or the United Nations. In early 
August they rejected a request from UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan tltat his 
special representative be immediately 
allowed to visit Myanmar, also called 
Burma, saying there was no reason to 
rush. 

Myanmar's neighbours in the 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), who previously maintained a 
no-criticbm policy, particularly since 
Yangon joined the group last year, have 
added their voices to those urging the 
Generals to ease their rule. 

Experts>and scholars have said that 
inspitc of different observations by the 
ASEAN and the West, Myanmar still 
remains an isolated country. They also 
point out that only a three-way dialogue 
between the government, Suu Kyi's 
democracy movement, <.md the ethnic 
minorities, who have easily been part of 
the Burmese State since independence in 
1948, can break the deadlock. 

JAPAN-NORTH KOREA 
Japan cuts aid as Korea tests 
missile 

O N September I, 1998, an enraged 
Japanese government halted food 
aid and other assistance to North Korea, 
and suspended normalisation talks, after 
a ballistic missile test-fired by North 
Korea, overshot Japanscse air space. 

Moving quickly to defuse the crisis, 
Washington, a key mediator in the 
region, called upon Pyongyang to exer¬ 
cise restraint, while Russia and China 
expressed concern and called tor talks to 
resolve the issue. 

The missile launch renewed worries 
over security in Asia and raised serious 
questions about the adequacy of Japan's 
mi*ile detection and anti-missile Sys¬ 
tems. 
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ABBREVIATIONS I 

GMPCS: Global Mobile Personal i 
Communication by Satellite. | 

NACO: National AIDS Control i 
Organisation. 

RIB: Resurgent India B(md. 

RTV: Rural Transport Vehicle. 

AWARDS 

Arjuna Awards, 1997 

T WIiNTY persons have been given the 
Arjuna Awards for 1997. They arc: 
Reeth Abraham, i7/Wrt/f.s;AshokShandilya, j 
billiards; Ajay Jadeja and Saurav Ganguly, 
cricket; Brahamanand Shankhwalkar, foot¬ 
ball; Harmeet Kalilon, golf; Harmik Singh 
and Surinder Singh Sodhi, hockey; Randhir 
Singli, kabaddi; Satendar Kumar and M.S. 
Shilpi Singh, shooting; Misha Grcw<d, 
squash; Chelan Baboor, table tennis; Asif | 
Ismail, tennis; N- l.axmi and Paramjit I 
Sharma, weightlifting; Jagdish Singh and i 
Sanjay Singh, wrestling. ! 

Handicapped category: N. Mahadeva, j 
athletics and cricket; Naresh Kumar i 
Sharma, shooting. | 

Dronacharya Award, 1998 ! 

N ATIONAI junior coach Jogindcr j 
Singh Saini is the recipient of the ; 
Dronacharya Award lor 1998. ! 

I 

Maulana Abul Kalam Trophy 

G uru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, | 
is the recipient of the Maulana'^bul ; 
Kalam Trophy for 1996-97. Panjab Univer- : 
sity finished .second and Delhi University | 

was third. ' 

I 

I 

Rajiv Gandhi Manav Sena Award i 

A NANTRAI K. Shah, a scKial worker, i 
has been awarded the Rajiv Gandhi j 
Manav Sena Award for 1998 for his contri- | 
bution towards the cause of children. He is I 
associated with the Ankur school for men- | 
tally retarded children in Bhavnagar. i 
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Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 1997 

S ACHIN Tendulkar has been chosen for 
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 
for 1997. He is the first cricketer to receive 
the award. 

CYBERSPACE 

Internet Users Suffer from loneliness 

I N a study of the social and psychologi- i 
cal effects of Internet use at home, re- | 
searchers at Carnegie Mellon University j 
in Pittsburg have found that people who j 
spend even a few hours a week online, | 
experience higher levels of depression and j 
loneliness than they would have if they 
used the computer network less fre- j 
quently. | 

Those participants who were lonelier | 
and more depressed at the start of the hvo- | 
year study, were not mote likely to use the I 
Internet. Instead, Internet use itself ap- j 
pcared to cause a decline in psychological j 
well-being. j 

Research on the effects of watching | 
television indicates that it tends to reduce ' 
social involvement. But the new study, 1 
titled "HomcNct”, suggests that the in- , 
teractive medium may be no more social ly i 
healthy than older mass media. It also | 
raises troubling questions about the na- | 
ture of "virtual" communication and the j 
disembodied relationships that are often | 
formed in cyberspace. ! 

People usually use e-mail and Internet ' 
chat more than they' used passive informa¬ 
tion. But there was a decline in interaction 
widi family members and reduction in their 
circles of iricnds. 

DAYS 

International Day of the World's 
Indigenous People 

T he International Day of the World's 
Indigenous People (August 9) was cre¬ 
ated in the context of the International 
Decade for the World's Indigenous People 


(1995-2004). Both were proclaimed by tl\c 
United Nations General Assembly in 1994. 
The date of 9 August was designated as the 
day because of its significance as the anni¬ 
versary of the first meeting in 1982 of the 
working group on indigenous populations. 
The international decade constitutes a times- 
frame for United Nations, governments, 
non-governmental organisations and others 
to commit themselves to the promotion aiid 
protection of the human rights of indigenous 
peoples. 

DEFENCE 

Strides in Arms Development 

E IDIA has made huge strides in the in- 
igenous design and development ot 
conventional weapons. 

Notable among the technologies suc- 
, ccssfully developed by the DRDO are: 
Fuel Air Explosive (FAE), PZT material 
smart weapons, propellants and explo¬ 
sives. 

The latest bn'akthrough on the tech¬ 
nology front achieved by the DRUG is the 
development of 'smart weapons’. 

The DRDG has succe.ssfully dem¬ 
onstrated several technologies for the 
development of 'smart munitions' hav¬ 
ing the capability to defeat the armour 
of any military vehicle from its vulner¬ 
able top. 

The system can also be suitably de¬ 
veloped for launching from various 
types of platform. The technology has 
been validated for 120 mm mortar. It 
can also be adopted for platforms like 
high calibre field guns, multibarrel 
rocket systems, Pritlwi missile and air¬ 
craft carrier bombs. 

For meeting the present-day tactical 
requirement of the Army, of a light weight, 
compact and better fire power small arms, 
a family of small arms in 5..56 mm calibre 
(INSAS) and its family of ammunition have 
been developed. 











ENVIRONMENT 

Global Wanning has arrived 

T he year 1998 is all set to be the hottest 
year of this millennium. 

Thousands of readings from satellites 
and weather stations across the globe have 
confirmed that the world has been warmer 
this year than at any time since 1880, when 
Britain's meteorological office collected the 
first reliable measurements of global tem- 
peratiues. 

According to scientists, this bel ief may 
be further reinforced by the fact that so far 
each month has broken previous global 
temperature records. In fact, scientists who 
have estimated temperatures from past 
centuries, by the growth of tree rings, said 
this spring may have been the hottest in a 
thousand years. 

So far, the world is 0.25 degrees 
warmer than in 1997, which is the warm¬ 
est year on record. Scientists said the in¬ 
crease, though small, is enough to suggest 
global warming, rather than errors. 

PUCES 

Colombo 

T he capital of Sri Lanka, it was the 
venue of the 13th SAARC summit held 
on July 29-31, 1998. 

Durban 

I N South Africa, it was venue of the 12th 
NAM summit held on September 2-3, 
1998. 

Imphal 

I MPHAL is the venue of the 5th National 
Games—India's National Olympics to be 
held on October 4-14, 1998. A mega 
sports event with over 5500 sports per¬ 
sons, 2500 expert officials, almost a 1000 
media persons and miliions of specta¬ 
tors over 11 days. Live actions of 27 
events, along with demonstration of two 
traditional games and fascinating 
colourful cultural events will be high¬ 
light of the games. International stan¬ 
dard stadia and venues spread along the 
length and breadth of Imphal valley are 
replete with all the facilities—comput¬ 
erised scoreboards, imported and indig¬ 
enous equipments and all modern basic 
amenities are available. 


Kala Pani 

T he Cellular Jail in Andaman and 
Nicobar islands, which stands as an 
eternal symbol of the country's freedom 
struggle, has been replicated in Chennai to 
provide the backdrop for the closing cer¬ 
emony of the celebrations of the Golden 
Jubilee of Independence. 

The replica of the three storeyed jail, 
evokes memories of the sufferings of the 
revolutionaries who had challenged the 
might of the British. 

The jail, built on the islands shrouded 
by the profound mystery under the nairu* 
of Kaln Paul, for decades was condemncHl 
as a forbidden land in the Bay of Bengal. 11 
has in all, seven wings comprising 6% cells. 

Though the prisoners were released 
after Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath 
Tagore launched an agitation in the early 
1930s, several of them perished in custody. 

The Andaman Cellular Jail had been 
built with the forced labour of about 600 
revolutionaries. Some of them were later 
incarcerated in the dingy cells. The jail, 
constructed to crush the country's quest 
for freedom, is now a national memorial. 

Malpa 

T HF. ill-fated Malpa village in 
Pithoragarh district, which lies buried 
under a 15 fc*el high debris of a landslide, is 
located in a highly glaciated and landslide- 
prone area of the upper 1 limalayan region. 

It was in the news recently when more 
than 200 people, including pilgrims to 
Mansarovar, were killed in landslide. 

Though the falling stones and minor 
landslides are quiet common in this thinly 
populated area, the last major landslide in 
the area was reported in Gharbayan \’il- 
lage, ]? kms from Malpa in mid-19.50s. 

On the basis ot the studies condurtcil 
so far, the landslide was apparently caused 
by incessant rains that flooded the Malpa 
rivulet, which sharply falls straight from a 
height of5,000 meties to 2038 metres within 
a seven-km distance. Malpa village is lo¬ 
cated at the junction of the Malpa rivulet 
and Kali river 

Udham Singh Nagar 

T he prosperous district in Uttar 
Pradesh, which was in the news when 
it was included in the new Uttaranchal hill 




State. Hie residents, however, want that it 
Andaman and should remain part of Uttar Pradesli. 
ch stands as an 

iintry’s freedom PROJECTS 
ed in Chennai to Baghliar Hydro-Electric Project 
the closirig cer- ' i HR prestigious900 MW-Bagliliar hydro- 
s of the liolden electric project on the river Chenab has 

biw allotted to a Canadian consortium by 
rce storeyed jail, j & k government, 
sufferings of the Baghliar dam is 144 metre high 

challenged the and will involve placement of two million 
cubic metres of concrete. The head race 
slands shrouded tunnel will be of two km length and 10 
under the name metro wide in diameter. An underground 
was condemned power house with an installed capacity of 
Bay of Bengal, it 45 Q j^roe units (150 MWs each)* 

iprising 6 %cclls. y^,j|| generate over 2600 million units of 
:s were released energy each year. The power house alone 
id Rabindranath yyj|| meet about one-third of the total en- 
tion in the early requirement of |ammu and Kashmir 

ished in custody. Bv the year 2003-2004. 
lar Jail had been | 

uir of about 600 j indo-Ccrraihn collaboration for deep 
them were later j 5^, mining 

y cells. The jail, j A N Indo-German collaborative, inte- 
country s quest , /^grated mining system is to be tested 
[ional memorial, j in India at the deptli of 500 metres. 

I Seabed mining has never been at- 
I tempted successfully before, except for a 
pa village in j Brief period in the i980s when some Ger- 
ivhich lies buried , rnan-Frcnchconsortiumsminedabout.300- 
> of a landslide, is | 400 tonnes of polymetallic mxlules from the ] 
[xl and landslide- | But then froze the whole technology, 
imalayan region. *udia had been allocated 1.50 lakh 

ently when more | s,pjjn? kilometres of area outside its Ex- 
ling pilgrims to ; cliis'^'e Economic Zone—near Shagos Is- 
in landslide. 1 Di^g^ CJarcia in the Indian 

tones and minor t>cean—by the International Seabed Au- 

non in this thinly | tBority. It was one of the first registered 
\ajor landslide in pioneer investor in this sector, besides 
1 (iharbayan vil- , Russia. Japan and France, 
in mid-19.50s. jBc aroa is full of polymetallic nixl- 

udie,s conducted which arc ellipsoidal concretions of 

pparently caused ferro-manganese hydroxides rich in iron, 
xided the Malpa ; epper, manganese, nickel, cobalt and 
Is straight from a : other elements. 

338 metres within , pstimated that 380 million tonnes 

ilpa \ illage is lo- | nodules, that could yield three million 
he Malpa rivulet | tonnes each of copper and nickel in addi- 
; tion lo 80 million toiuies of manganese and 
I 0.5 million tonnes ofcobalt, could be mined. 

strict in Uttar | Atomiser for LCA engine developed 
in the news when | Bangalotc-based Gas Turbine Re- 

V Uttaranchal hill 1 search Establishment (GTRE) has de- 
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vcioped a refilming type of airblast 
atomiser for "Kaveri" engine being made 
indigenously for the Light Combat Air¬ 
craft (LCA). The atomiser is a part of the 
combustor, which splits the fuel into finely 
divided particles for mixing with the air 
entering into the combustion chanrber 
The atomiser has been designed, 
manufactured and tested for its perfor¬ 
mance evaluation and successfully inte¬ 
grated in all the "Kaveri" engines. 

A special feature of this atomiser is 
the incorporation of a pintle having swirl¬ 
ing slot which reduces soot formation in 
the combustion chamber. 

SUMMIT 

World Junior Summit 

P reparations are on for a unique 
"world junior summit" of children be¬ 
tween the ages of 10 and 16, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in November, 1998, when 
they will adopt a "charter of their rights in 
die digital age" and form a "world bank" 
with a minimum seed money of $ 1 million. 

An on-line forum will bring together 
about 1,000 children from 136 countries 
through the Internet, enabling them to 
speak to each other in their native lan¬ 
guages. They will be provided translations 
online so that there will be no problem in 
communicating with each other. 

About 90 children from India are also 
participating in the on-line forum begin¬ 
ning in September. These children belong 
to Delhi, Pune, Kodaikanal, Chennai, 
Udupi, Bangalore and Mussoorie. They are 
divided mto 19 teams and the Bangalore 
team will moderate the Indian group. 

MISCELLANY 

Chandigarh is costliest city 

T ilt Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
Delhi in july 1998 was 20.6 per cent 
higher than in the same month of 1997, the 
highest increase in the country after 
Chandigarh 

The all-India index went up 13.1 per 
cent in July 1998, compared to the same 
month last year. 

The index for Delhi, which stood at 
281 points in July 1997, shot up to 339 
points in July 1998, reflecting the sharp 
increase in price's of essential commodities. 


From June to July 1998, it went up 31 
points or almost 10 per cent. 

Only Chandigarh, with a 24.4 per cent 
increase measured July-over-July, seems to 
have been hit worse than Delhi by the re¬ 
cent increase in prices of essential com¬ 
modities. 

In Bangalore, the July-over-July in¬ 
crease was 12.3 per cent, Hyderabad (11.6), 
Visakhapatnam (13.6), Patna (14.8), 
Ahmedabad (13.5), Srinagar (16.2), Bhopal 
(16 4), Pune (15.3), Jaipur (11.6) and 
Lucknow (13.2), were among those where 
the index grew slower than the Capital. 

Indian surgeons score a first 

E sIDIAN surgeons have recorded a world 
irst by besrowinga heart-bypass technique 
to save a woman's leg from amputation. 

The operation carried out at a 
Jalandhar hospital, involved removmg the 
radial artery from the left arm and using it 
as a bypass graft for leg which had turned 
pre-gangrenous from lack of blood circula¬ 
tion. 

So far, surgeons have relieved blocked 
arteries in the leg by using bypasses made 
of veins reinovcd from the leg itself in the 
same way they would a graft intended for ^ 
cardiac bypass. 

How parents behaviour affects children 

A study has found that behaviour of 
hildren is directly influenced by the 
behaviour of parents. Child psychologists 
sav that the behaviour and nature of par¬ 
ents has a direct bearing on the personality 
of children. 

Parents, siblings, relative and friends, 
all have a role to play in determining what 
a child is going to be in future. 

Treating the children as an individu¬ 
als, participating in their activities and 
knowing their friends can go a long way in 
the healthy development. 

Rapid Growth of elderly persons and 
adolescents 

T he world win witness rapid growth of 
two generations of elderly persons and 
young adolescents—which will challenge 
societies' ability to provide medical, social 
and financial care to them, says the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 
Thanks to the efforts of the past 30 


years, the momentum of global population 
growth is slowing, says a UNFPA report 
on the state of world population. But past 
high fertility rates have led to current rapid 
increase in numbers, resulting in die larg- 
est-ever generation of young people in 
every continent, except Europe. 

At 1.05 billion, today's is the biggest 
ever generation of young people between 
15 and 24. 

At the same time, older populations 
are expanding "at an unprecedented rate" 
in both developed and developing coun¬ 
tries, due to improved health care that has 
increased longevity. 

More than one billion jobs need to be 
created between now and 2010 to accom¬ 
modate young workers entering the labbur 
force and to reduce imemployment. 

UNFPA projects that the number of 
people over 65 will grow by about 21 mil¬ 
lion per year in 2050. 

By then, 97 per cent of the growth of 
older populations will be in developing 
regions, with more than one-quarter in 
India 

In developed countries, the proportion 
of elderly people over 65 is expected to 
reach 25 per cent by 2050. 
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ATHLETICS 

Rath Marathon 

BHAIRAV Singh Lone and Sharda 
Chandcl won the men's and women's title 
respectively of the Rath Indian Open 
Marathon, held at New Delhi. 

BASKETBALL 
World Basketball Title 
YUGOSLAVIA regained the world 
basketball title held at Athens, beating 
Russia in the finals 64-62. The criuntry won 
the title in 1990 but were prevented from 
defending it four years later because of 
international sporting boycott. 

CRICKET 

England'Sri Lanka-South Africa 
Triangular Series 

MARYAN .Atapattu hit an unbeaten 112 
as Sri Uinka beat England by 5 wickets to 
win the triangular tournament at Lords. 
Chasing England's 256 for 8, Sri Lanka 
met their target with 17 balls to spare. 

England-Sri Lanka One-off Test 

SRI Lanka convincingly beat England by 

10 wickets, in the match played at Lords. 

Muralitharan completed his fifth best 
match haul in Test cricket history of i6 for 
222 to spin Sri Lanka to their first Test 
triumph in England. The other higlilight 
was a double century by Sanath 
layasuriya. 

England-South Africa 
ENGLAND beat South Africa in the fifth 
and final Test at Headingley to clinch their 
first five-Test series in nearly 12 years. 
England clinched the series 2-1. 

GOLF 

PGA championship 

VIJAY Sin^ of Fiji beat Steve Strieker to 
win the 80th US PGA championship for 
his first major title. He was awarded the 


] vitor's Wanamaker tmphy and a check for 
I $ 540,000. 


SAILING 

BPL Laser International Open Regatta 
Championship 

NITIN Mongia of Naval Sailing Club, 
Mumbai, with II penalty points, won the 
! Laser Class Association of India Trophy 
plus a cash prize of Rs 50,000 in the BPI, 
I.aser International Open Regatta 
Championship, held at Hyderabad. 

j TENNIS 
I Canadian Open 

i AUSTRALIA'S Patrick Rafter won the 
I $2.45 million du Maurier Canadian 
j Open with a 7-6, (7-3), 6-4 victory over 
i Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands, 
j The championship was held at 


Toronto. 

National junior hard court tennis 
championship 

VIJAY Kannan of Delhi and Uzma Khan 
of Andhra Pradesh breezed past their 
rivals to retain the boys and girls singles * 
titles, respectively, in the MCC-lOB 
National junior hard court tennis 
championships, held at Cheimai. 

ATP Championship 

PATRICK Rafter of Australia won his 
second straigjtt title, beating Pete Sampras 
j 1-6, 7-6, (7-2), 6-4 in the ATP 
j Championship held at Mason in Oliio. It 
I was the fourth victory for Rafter, the 1997 
I US Open Champion. He became the first 
[ Australian to win four titles in a year since 
i Rod Laver in 1975. 


TEST OF REASONING 

For ample practice in 

Reasoning Ability 
Verbal and Non-Verbal Series 
Verbal Analogies 
Statistical Data Representation 
Syllogism 

Quantitative Aptitude 

A Prestigious Pubiication of 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBUSHERS) 

(Publishing Division of Chandika Press Limited) 

126, Industrial Area. Phase 1, CHANDIGARH 
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IMHO S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


ArroiNTED, Elected Etc 

Andres Pastrana: He has been 
appointed President of 
Colombia. 

Viktor Chernomyrdin: He has 
been appointed Prime Minister of 
Russia. 

Faj/ez Tarawneh: He has been 
appointed Prime Minister of Jordan. 

P.S. Subramaniyam: He has been 
appointed Chairman of the Unit Trust of 
India (UTI). 

Vijay Kelkar: He has been appointed 
as the Finance Secretary. 

Jawd Choudhury: He has taken over 
as the Revenue Secretary. 

N. Vittal: He has been appointed as 
Chief Vigilance Commissioner. 

Om Prakash Gupta: He has been 
appointed as India's envoy to 
Jamaica. 


Resigned 

Ernesto Samper: President of 
Colombia. 

Sergei Kiriyenko: Prime Minister of 
Russia. 

Abdel Sabm Majali: Prime Minister 
of Jordan. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Rear Admiral Richard Urn: Chief of 
the Singapore Navy. 

Died 

Persis Khambatta: Miss India 1965, 
supermodel and actress. She had acted 
in the Hollywood movie. Star Trek. 

Protima Bedi: Famous Odissi dancer. 

Shamshad Begum: Noted singer of 
yesteryears. She was a rage in the 1940s, 
till the 60s. 

Bharathan: Well known Tamil and 
Malayalam film director. 


IVDIIS 


AUGUST 

ll~Tho Central government formally 
notifies the revised scheme to 
facilitate implementation of the 
award ('f the Cau very water tribunal, 
against stiff opposition from the 
AlADMK. 

12—Gunmen kill 14 people in different 
parts of Assam, in stepped up 
violence before independence day. 
ULFA rebels also destroy a major oil 
storage depot of the Indian Oil 
Corporation at Thekeraguri near 
Nagaon. 

15—Militants kill 12 people in Assam and 
Tripura, amidst a call for a bandh by 
the ULFA and boycott of the 
Independence Day celebrations by 
six undeiground outfits of the North- 
East. 


16—A car bomb explodes in Omagh in 
Ireland, killing 26 people and 
wounding over 200. This was the 
worst terrorist crime in the 29-ycar 
history of sectarian strife in 
Ireland. 

18—In an extraordinary televised address, 
US President Bill Clinton admits of 
inappropriate relationship with 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky. 

- At least 180 people, including 60 
Kailash Mansarovar pilgrims and 
eight ITBP personnel, are killed in a 
landslide in Pithoragarh district of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

20—US bombs terrorist targets in 
Afghanistan and a pharmaceutical 
unit in Sudan thought to be 
making chemical weapons for 


terrorists. 

30—A Cuban plane bursts into flames 
during take-off, killing 78 
people, including nine on the 
ground. Some 15 people survive 
the crash. 

SEPTEMBER 

1— Tata Industries withdraws its Rs 1,762 
crore airlines project in view of the 
obstructive attitude of the Civil 
Aviations Ministry. 

2— ^The NAM summit opens in Durban, 
South Africa. 

3— All 229 passengers and crew on board 
a Swissair plane are killed when it 
crashes into the Atlantic ocean, off the 
Canadian coast. 

5— ^The 26-day old teachers' strike is called 
off following negotiations with the 
government. 

6 — ^Flood fury continues unabated in U.P., 
Bihar, Assam and Bengal. Thousands 
of villagers are displaced. 

9—The government reinstates M.K. 
Bezboruah as director 
enforcement after the Supreme 
Court observes that the posting 
was "arbitrary". 


Dday Mahadeo Talwallcar: 
An Indian in Moscow, who 
entered the Guinness Bo.ok of 
World Records hy making a huge 
portrait of Lata Mangeihkar;by 
type-writer.- , 

B JL Qnpia: hloM 
who has been given i^.iifhtiaae 
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Home IENDULKAR 



India’s Best Selling English Cricket Magazine 


SAVK RS. 50 
ON ONi: 
VKAK ISSI K 



Would you not like to 
know your stars off field 

Admire the best of photos 

Find out the inside story 

Sneak into their accounts 

Look at the best of figures 

WIN ATTRACTIVE PRIZES 


I I would like Ihe subscriplion lo coniincncc with Tlii^ 



SA\ i: KS. 125 \\ lHI 
\ I \\()-\ KAR 
SI ltS( Kin ION 


How to Suhscribe ; 

SHh.srrihina o cii.w. 

By Post: tiilhei use ihe order lottii below iind return it wilh 
yoiii puynienl. oi ulternatively (raiislei llie subscription details to a 
letter or eatd aiul reiuin it with yoiii payment lo 
DKWAN PIIULK'ATIONS PVT. I.TD.. L-l. Kanchan House, Coiniii. 
(■'omplex, Na/al'garh Road, Near Milan Cinema, New Delhi-110015 
fl:ului it'suintls <mlv ran iiw IRi.l-.l’OSTutUhess) 

& By Telephone : Simply call OIWI II 519117.5 oi 54.5 jm4 

. By Fax : Simply lax yoiti stibscripliDn oider with 
paymcnl detail to 1)091 11 5469.581 


Subscription Kates: 
inland (One Year) 

( Two Ycai) 
Airmail Worldwide 


Please send Hie magazine to: 

Niime;... ... 

Address: 


Rs 250/- 
Rs. 47.5/- 
'i.(lJ,S)40/- 


_Post Code_ 

Contact Telephone number: 

Payment DetaiLs: 

I enclose payment of Rs._by draft, (payable 

to Dewan Publications Pvt. Ltd., Delhi.) 

AM re'is : 

DEWAN PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD.: 

L I. Kanchan Hause. Comm. Complex. Nazafgartt RoaJ. 
Rear Milan Cinema, New lirlhi-lIlKIIS 
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LICtNCrn TO POST WITHOUT PRE-PAYMENT 


Chandigarh Division /10/9f 
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Do You Know ? 

^ M.&na.geiiar:ni C.Jr&<dua.ie o&rns 4 limes more 
tha,n iha.i of &ny other Gr&Ju&te. YeSf th&t^s 
true - Ai. lifetime e&rning of & M.a,na.gement 
Cjra,4u&te f&r exceeds any other Cjira.duia.te, He 
manages « He orders =' He is i^onsuited - He 


takes major aecisions - iJle is always part oi 
policy making committee. He owns a car ^ A 


- He 


let'.en 

t House in a 

decent 

locality 

fhed » 

’ He is cream o 

f the 

society. 

team 

I Its there 

in 

You 

as well 

pain 

to come to 

us 

and 

res t we 


'ic care 






CORRESPONDENCE COURSE ALSO AVAILABLE 


SACHDEVA'tfirCOLLEGE 

H.O.: 29-CM. SOUTH PATEL NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110 008. 

Ph.: 5783399, 5787080, 5788070, 5788182: Fax : 91-11-5748070 
e-mail: sachcleva@glasdl01.vsnl.net.ln 

OWCUtntBMMTl • AORA Stniay PliCA • ALIOARH Mirril Rtf • ALUAHABAD PsnAA Lai Rtf • AMBALA NIchollonRtf • AMRITSAR RanlKaBlBIt BANOUL Amalapada 
• BALASORE Azimabatf Squara* BAREILLY KBUaah Puram • BARIPADA Naar Roay CInanu a BEOUSARAI Slallon Rtf • BERHAMPUR Naw Bua Stantf Rtf • BHAORAK 
NavabazarRtf •BHATINDAPowarHoutaRtf aBHILAI Naw Civic Cai-iraaBHIWANIHaar Bua Siantf • BHOPAL MaiviyaNqr a BHUBANESHWAR SahaatfNoi • BOKAROSac 4 
a CALCUTTA Rail Ahmad Kltfwal Rtf a CHANOlOARH Sac 2JC a COCHIN Ttiammanam a CUTTACK Link Rtf f Chantfi Chhek a DARBHANGA Maiaeur Rtf a DEHRADUN Rlipul 


a MEERUV Baqum Bntfoa Rtf a MORAOABAO CHULinai a HUZAFFARNAOAR SatfarBazar aMUZAFFARPUR ChandralDk Chowli a PANIPAT Matfal Town a PATIALA Laala 
Bhawan a PATNA NayaTola a BoilnoRil apuRIChaivlonHNuilRd a RAIPUR RatfiantfliaMaalan a RANCHI ShanaotfCnpwkaROHTAKSonaoalSiantfaSAMBALPURComiiuilno 
Houta a BONEPAT a Mana a SRINAOAR Rai Baoh Enin a UDAIPUR Suhhaah Ngr a VARANASI Lahuraoa t BHi Enclava a Gilai Bazar 

He Leads, Because We helped him Cross the First Hurdle ! 

MmicRlAtic Ahn Pnr : Enaa. A Umdelal Ent. Bank PO. NDA. CDS A Other ComDetitiVe ficams. 


















BANK P.O. EXAM. 


no YOU NEED TO HAVE A VERY HIGH I.Q. 
TO QUALIFY IN THE BANK P.O. EXAMS? 


L 


I 



YES, BUT THERE ARE 
OPTIONS! 

OPTION - / - 
You have to have a 
think-tank of eggheads 
to advise you. 

OPTION - II - 
Straight enrol at NSB 
and he among the 
winners! 

JOIN NOW AND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWARDING CAREER. 

I'Or tfriaih of vafonries, applualion forms 
and our special HANK RhCRIIITMHNT 
VROHATIONARY OI-hICER (HRHOi 
COl'RSE, please cnntarl personally or write 
today with Rs. 10/- P.O./M.O. to . 


The Director, 


NSB 


National 
School of 
Banking 


Indian lidiicalion 'society Campus, 

Ash iMne, Hahrekar Mare, 

Off (lokhaie Road (Nortli), 

Dadar, Miiinhai - 400020 

fax : (022) 4440192. 

f-mail : rkthakurli'>iiiashmOI.vsnl.net.in 


BRANCUf.S / VHOM: Nos.: Dadar 
4466200, 44699.10, fort-204i,4l6, 2046436 
(iirgaum-3695904, Thane-5421905. 

Anaheri, Horivli-OOOhl 36, Domhivli 
(911)475727, l'une-.1226l 5, 3222.14 

Knlhapur-523616, Nagpur-529400 
Aurangahad-353110, Nasik-574943, Sangli 
Margao-732063, Relgaum, Hyderabad 
3201246, 3201015, Viiaywada-47S872 
Visakhapatnain-541620, Tirupati-275C. 
Patna-231727, I.ncknow-309505, Kanpui 
Allahabad, Jaipur-301051, Kota, Hangalori 
5593477, Chennai-4343329, Madura- 
Cochin-361563, Thinivanthapuram-4621l( 


We have helped over 60000 students to secure jobs in Banks as Probationary 
Officers and Clerks. We can definitely help you. 


JOIN NOW AND PREPARE YOURSELF FOR 
550 NEW PROBATIONARY OFFICER VACANCIES | 
IN STATE BANK OF INDIA (exam to be held in feb. 1999 j 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA £1^ 


riiMS publications! 


6A8, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI • 14 
PHONES ; 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX ; 91.11-4313503 E-maii ; iiinspub@iidc.TOnl.net.in 

NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL. 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 



QENEBAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(kteludlng 3000 Oblteilvo Typo Expoetod OiMOtlano) 

2600 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(5000 OUoetivo Typo Ouootlono tor oil Exomo) 

100 PRACTICE PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/Q.S. 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGUSH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(FM Study MotorME 5000 Obj^llxo Ouootlono) 
too MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(5500 Oldoetlvo Typo Ouootlono lOr oil Exomo), 

100 PRACTICE PAffiRS ON TEST OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

ENQUSHCOMPREHENSION(2aaflMdnoCoin»NMMtonPMM9l< 

COUEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 

100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (mil Study M^riol) 

OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA Ein., NDA/ 

COSE/NTSE EXAMS milb Full Study Molortol) 

6000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (¥/lth Full 
Study MotorM-Tho Comploto tmprovomont Couroo) 
100PRACTICEPAPERSONNUMERiaVLABIUTy(FiillFSofMK4 
GENERAL INTELUGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS MWO Obioetlvo Ouootlono WHh Study Uotortol) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REATONINQ 
(5000 Objoetlvo Typo Ouootlono for oil Exomo.) 

VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(OO/actf tw Typo Ouoodono With Full StudyMolorIM 
DATA INTEFIPRETATION FOR ALL COMPCTITIVE EXAMS 
(ObjoeUvo Typo Ouootlono With Full Study Uotortol) 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCEIJOOOOt/KlIlwOlMMtom) 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With StiOy Uotortol tor oil Exomo) 
4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR IITAIEE EIMM 
INDIANCONSTrrUTIONIFunStiMfrMtfaf/alAtMOOlwaMcMM) 
1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTTIUTION 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 
CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 
TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 
MiTO wi YifttiH (xj twfp'ixi) wnhR 

WU’ll Bn 6000 XTgftxS (XJ SbDuW) Ul^fl4 
RIXPX »TX 100 ftftra #4X1 
ffllHI-X 2600 X tt^ft « 6 (X| Sxif^) XT^XIX 

xxxpx ijx nxCxifSn xflwi 

xx^nivi 3 ixnif#ra 


Ra.1S(V- 
Rs. TSt- 

Ho.lAOt- 

RS.160/- 

Rt. 120/- 

Rx.150/- 
RS.1S0/- 
Rt. 70L 
R«. 50/- 
Rx. 50/- 
Rx. 60/- 


R6.16a/- 

Rs.18a/- 

Rs.150/- 

R6.150/-I 

Rx.120/- 

RrlOO/- 

Rx.100/- 

Rx.100/- 
Ra.100/- 
R«.10IV- 
Rt. 60/- 
Rs. 60/-I 
Rs. 60/-' 
Rt. 60/- 
Rt. 50/- 
Rt.10Q/- 
Rt.140/- 
Rt. 60^ 
Rt.1S0/- 
Rt.1S0/- 


13. 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rt. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rt. 200/- 

18. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rt. 100/- 

16. 4000QUESTIONSONECONOMiCS|HfWlFll«8llil^liMtrMi) Rt. 250/- 

17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Rt. 130/- 
16. 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

MDIEHHmOByjWIthFullStudyUalOrtol) Rt. 400/- 

10. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH Ql/ESTIONBANK Rt. 180/- 

20. lOJHXi OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rt. 200/- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rt. 300/- 

22 . xixra xnxx ■ 4000 xigPixi (xj-Oxrf^ro) ri4Ixix Rt. 200 /- 

23. xiXR xn iRloixi - aicxxx xnxft iix ssoo xxgAxi nx^flnx Rt. sso/- 

24. XK44lf)l fSinx - RuixH xnxiil iix 5000 xxyf^w ui-iltix Rt. 320 /- 

26. ■ 4000 x i gPP B (xs-OxrfNv) swAm Rt. 200 /- 

26. xAxi H (11X14 ■ 4700 (Xg-Sxrf^TV) RfAxiX Rt: 200/- 

27. apffnxx-anxxx xnxA iix 4000 xxgl^ xx^Rt. 250/- 

28. xmrxi aBnix - 12,000 xxgfAw (xs-l«8x<x) xtAxr Rt. soo/- 




1. GENERAL SCIENCE Rt. 200/- 

2. GEOGRAPHY 

(WORLD S INDIA) Rt. 200/- 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Rt. 200/- 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY ' Rt. 150/- 

5. INDIANCONSTTTiniON Rt. 150/- 

0. Q.K. WORKBOOK Rt. 200/- 

7. GEWIULIENniLABILnY Rt. 150/- 

0. CURREy AFFAIRS Rt. 50/- 

0. xnxpq Aim Rt. 200 /- 

10 . (Afx afix xixx) Rt. 200 /- 

11. xixn xn ffiinxi Rt. 200 /- 

12 . XIXXI Ml xiA^ Rt. 150/- 

13. xixAx apNaxwi Rt. iso/- 




5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rt.100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY R8.100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rt. 100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rt. 100/- 

20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Quoodon Bonk) Rt. 350/- 


2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBUC ADMINISTRATION 
4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBUC ADMINISTRATION (WHh Study Uotortol) 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE n*. wi- Ra Xl 

PW-mCAL SCIENCE ^ ^ O^fwiSSwOF MIE^ ^ 

r » »*® ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE (HIndl-aigIloh) Rt. II 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rt. 60/- ft, WHB RiBwa xi xmfX«NF S8 AWA Og»w^ Rt. I 

4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rt. 2001/- 88. WORD POWER(ll//tfi Fuff StnIXnctt) Rt. 1 

2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rt. 1M/- 88. LA A. PLANNER IWIIfi Fuff SWMmi) Rt. 1( 

5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rt. 20IU^ 30. PREPOSmONSFORAaitEWiFU/Sanltnct^ Rt.; 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rt. 80/-31. CONFUSED* MISUSED WORDS (WHA Fuff StnlafWM) Rt. 1 

56 00 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY _ Rt. 20a/-i»- PROVERBS FOR AU OCCASIONS _ Rt. 1 

Forfrtt^ttagt6tn<lihtfullainounlinBdvanctbyM.OJ8ankOfaftonlhtaiiovtaddr6tt.RirV.P.P.86ndRt.2INV-byM.O.a8Wlv8net 


Rt. 80/- 
Rt. 200/- 
Rt. 80/- 

Ra. 200/- 
Rt. 80/- 


Ra. 300/' 
Rt. OOL 
Rt. 80(U- 
Ra. 100/- 
Ra. SMI- 
Rt. 00/- 
Rt. 800/- 


PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Rt. 100/- 

COMPUTERS FOR ALL Rt. 50/- 

PUBUC RELATIONS FOR/UJ. Rt. 60/- 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL Rt. 60/- 

ADVERTISINO MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Rt. 50/- 

TRAVELS TOURISM FOR AU. Rt. 50/- 

INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL Rt. 40/- 

PAINTINQ FOR ALL Rt. 60/- 

BEAUTY FOR ALL Rt. 50/- 

ACCOUNTMICY FOR ALL Rt. 50/- 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Combining 300 
Engiloh ConoorooHono On Vortouo Topleo In EnglMi) Rt. 150/- 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS S 
SSB INTERVIEWS (Mth An Introduction to Inlorvlowo) Rt. 100/- 
ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPEITTIVE EXAMS Rt. 160/- 
WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rt. 200/- 

DICnONARY OF SYNONYMS A ANTONYMS Rt. 70/- 

DICnON ARY O F QUOTATIONS Rt. 50/- 

MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL Rt. 70/- 

PARAQRAPH WRITING FOR ALL Rt. SO/' 

PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL Rt. 60/- 

MOOEL SCHOOL ESSAYS IFbrMMite 8 flMc/itaat; Rt. 80/- 
COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLI SH FO R ALL EXAMS. Rt. 100/- 

INTERVieWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE E XAMS . Rt. 100/- 

niOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPEimVEEXAItS. Rt. 70/- 
ARGUIIENTATIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMICPROBLEMSICailMHtMaOOSffoNEttiM Rt. 100F 

DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Rt. 70/- 


Ra. 100F 
Rt. 70/- 
Rt. 160/- 
Rt. 40/- 
Rt. 70/- 
Rt.100F 
Rt. 70/- 
Rt. 70L 
Rt. 70/- 










ilpl JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1998-1999 COMPETmVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE 


\1 UK M \^S1 III 
WOK III KS ,KI/- 


MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 




VI 1)10 I vssl 1 1 1 
W < IK 11: KS =11 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1998-1999 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECUL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. TSOI- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL DECEMBER 31, 1998. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER Rs.1Sllll/-CAr/MAr/FMSIXLRIETC. Rs. 1800/- 


I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITiCAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBUC ADMINISTRATION ud. 

I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.IJBANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS' EXAM. GRADE ‘ATB’ Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F7C.R.P.F7I.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

L.I.C7G.I.C. A.A.O.'S EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 
(I.M.AyC.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 
EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUOITORSAJ.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 
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The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100.00 each. Readers am invited to send us their views on topics covered in this 
issue You can also e-mail your response to- MtwsOMnqMtitlaniiiastar.aain. The 
decision of the Editor will be final. 


TERRORISM 

The strikes by USA against 
terrorist bases in not a long-term 
solution to the problem of global 
terrorism. Since many countries 
face this problem, all the 
countries of the world should 
form an organisation under the 
UN to deal with the menace. In 
this way, terrorism could be 
controlled globally and not in a 
piecemeal manner. 

Rajender Venna 
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh 

Religious fundamentalism 
creates hatred and ill-will, 
resulting in terrorism. Perhaps, 
education can solve this 
problem, because people will be 
able to see how they are 
exploited by false ideas. 
Secondly, corruption has to be 
checked, so that money is not 
able to reach terrorist 
organisations. Third, jobs must 
be created so that pmple do not 
become terrorists due to 
unemployment. This could be a 
three-pronged .strategy to solve 
the global problem of terrorism. 

Alka Sami 
Ambala, Haryana 

Terrorism is a worldwide 
phenomenon and yet there is no 
internationally accepted method 
to deal with it. Terrorists know 
no national frontiers, they res¬ 
pect no laws and can strike 
anywhere. Persuasion, discus¬ 
sion and conviction are not 
methods to make them see reason 
-Satyam Prasad 
■ Sheikhpura (Bihar) 
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Youngsters are no doubt 
affected by the affidavit mania, 
which is a joint production of the 
system and the people. It is a 
shame for an independent 
country like ours. There are ways 
to control frauds, but to control 
them, we have made life almost 
impossible for the honest person. 
Ironically, despite affidavits, the 
dishonest person can get things 
done by bribing his way through, 
while others are caught in the 
web of affidavits. In such a 
scenario, it is heartening to know 
that there is at least someone who 
thinks about such issues which 
we take for granted. 

Anjimi Kumar Trivedi 
Muzaflarpiir, Bihar 

HABIT OF SOFT 
WORD 

just a day before reading the 
article, "Habit of the Soft Word" 
in Ortober issue, 1 was tempted 
to use harsh language in a 
frustrating situation. This almost 
ruined the situation. The next 
day, I came acro.ss your article 
and decided never to use harsh 
words. When 1 approached the 
work again, 1 was able to 
accomplish it with soft language. 
I realised thai harsh language 
often spoils things, whereas soft 
language achieves much more 
than intended. 

Krishan Kumar Gael 
find, Haryana 

I would like to make a 
confession. Without realising, I 
found that I was not using soft 

MASTER 


RBUQIOIIS 0OIIATIONB ARE 
lEAmo 

' V , ' 

Our society looks for short cuts and we hope that God will 
be happy if we give money in religious places, without realising 
-that it is mostly misused by the priests and hardly used htruny 
public good. 

Shraddha Das 
Deogarh, Orissa 

THE MENACE OF DRUGS 

/ ' - 

In colleges we find young people smoking cigarettes atvd 
eating paan masala. These things are advertised openly, thereby 
mfluencing young minds. It is a great challenge to be able to go 
through school or college without getting these bad habits. 
Society has to take steps so that such things are not portrayed 
glamorously iniHte media, so as to prevent our youngsters to 
go astray. 

Sarika Srivaslava 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 


language and thus lost many 
friends. Then I read the article 
on the importance of using soft 
words. Now I know how to 
cultivate kindness and the art 
of soft words. Such articles will 
really help young people across 
the country. 

Devendri MundramI 
Utlarkashi, Uttar Pradesh 

PERSONALITY 

BUILDING 

Personality is an art that 
builds one's career. It is used to 
describe everything about a 
person. If one learns small' 
courtesies, they add to one's 
personality and will go a long Wciy 
in the development of a person. 

—Rajeev Singh Solaria 
Muradpur (Punjab) 


CONTROL THE 
TART TONGUE 

There is so much malicious 
gossip, scandal and betrayal. 
Even efficient and gixxl persons 
are victims of wagging tongues. 
The importance of controlling the 
tongue should never be under¬ 
estimated. 

M. Louis Rajanayagam 
Madurai 

CM FEATURES 

The Essay Writing feature 
has been very helpful as it guides 
the student in this art. Many 
people lack expression and your 
feature is greatly helpful for 
them. 

—Swatantra Kumar 
Jabalpur (M P > 
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t has been for 
long a stand¬ 
ing "joke" that 
the news (views) bulletins 
telecast on Doordarshan were 
more of ofBdal gazettes. Hie 
same was said of news 
bulletins on Akashwani. 
Objectivity and fairplay were 
the most frequent casualties as 
those who handled these 
departments were overseen 
either by bureaucrats or 
politicians whose itching 
fingers always muddled in the 
delicate matter. With the 
"birth" of Prasar Bharti, it 
came to be talked about that 
the meddling mandarins 
would be consigned to the 
dustbin. But the appointment 
of Mr 5.S. Gill, a former 
Secretary of Information and 
Broadcasting, who knew ins 
and outs of broadcasting, 
brought matters to worse in a 
different direction. He was 
zealous in his zeal and also 
thought he was beyond the 
readi of audiority. The late Mr 
Nikhil Chakravarty, the 
Qiainnan of the Board, was 
too mild and unwdl to stop the 
stamping CEQ in his tracks. 


Prachar Bhartil 






who created a personal 
fiefdom. 

He invoked the ire of the 
ruling B}P. Also, he allowed to 
go on to the air news and views 
which created enemies for the 
ruling party. No wonder, many 
started targetting for him 
during the 12th Lok Sabha 
elections. Thus, it was a matter 
of time to bring DD and AIR 
back under the control of 
politicians in power. Prasar 
Bharti had to become 
"Prachar" Bharti. We are back 
to square one. Mr Gill may 
knock at the gates of die Apex 
Court but his age (72) is against 
him. 

The new dispensation 
means the revival of 22- 


member parliamentary panel. 
This is bound to create 
confusion and contradictions 
as the constitutions are bound 
to pull in opposite directions, 
like wayward colts. In any 
case, politicians ot various 
hues seldom flock together. 
The new CEO (or 
Chairman) will often find 
himself in the unenviable- 
position of exercising his 
veto power. Thus, he will 
earn more brickbats than 
accolades. 

In order to ensure 
professional integrity and high 
calflne, die members will have 
to be drawn from the upper 
crust of broadcasting and 
journalism world. Neiys and 


interpretations are not petty 
politicians' cup of tea; some of 
them have not seen even the 
inside of a newsroom! Here 
too, caution is needed: 
politicians are known to 
establish invisible contacts 
with key media persons. By 
and large, the autonomous 
Corporation on the pattern of 
the BBC is already a dead 
dodo. People have many 
channels providing them 
with hourly news bulletins, 
high quality analysis and 
• other news features.The 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting may cling and 
clutch at its "still-bom baby" 
and may as well call it 
"Prachar Bharti". 
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The Roto of On OpposMon hi a 

DomoGiacy 


What is the role of the Opposition in a 
Jemocracy? Is it to oppose everything, as our 
poliliems believe, or should it be something 
bigger? In recent times, we have seen the 
Opposition voting against everything, 
sometimes even preventing the government 
from functioning at all. Being an MP today 
implies that one can behave like uncouth 
school-children, bullying and beating up 
others luhile holding up the nation. This is 
sad, because the Opposition could well play a 
very important role if it only was constructive. 
In this feature, we examine whether our 
^ Opposition has been fidfilling a responsible 
role and what its role should be in a mature 
democracy. 

F rom the day that BJP formed a 
government in March, Prime Minister 
has been struggling to hold on to power. 
Managing coalition partners, on one hand, 
and a belligerent Opposition, on the other, 
he may well say that he never got a 
lioneymoon period. The Opposition had 
made a mess of the country and was 
rejected by the voters. Should it now not 
give a chance to someone else rather than 
oppose everything the government tries 
to do? 

Democracy implies a convergence of 
diverse views and the politics of consensus. 
In mature democracies, the role of the 
Opposition is not merely to oppose tliose 
who are in power, but to become the con¬ 
science-keeper of a nation, to provide con¬ 
structive criticism and to help arrive at 
workable, solutions acceptable to most 
people. 

Now take a look at the way the 
Opposition behaves in India. It opposes 
everything, even what everybody accepts 
desirable. This can hardly be said to be 
the role of an the Opposition in a 
democracy. Having lost the elections, party 
members should accept gracefully that it 
must sit on Opposition benches. Doing 


that, they should push forward those 
issues which are in the national interest 
and on which government attention is 
missing. There are many things that are 
wrong in the country—child labour, 
crimes against women, corruption—and 
attention is usually lacking till disasters 
(Kcur. Should an Opposition party not take 
up such issues on behalf of the people? To 
do this, of course, a party has to rise above 
narrow, sectarian tliinking and give up its 
natural instinct of toppling the 
government 

If the ruling politicians are small men 
compared to our founding fathers, the 
Opposition leaders are even smaller in 
comparison. This is in deep contrast with 
leaders of the past. Moratji Desai was a 
respected leader of the Opposition for 
man'y years and he was sometimes called 
upon to assist in government matters. 
Even Atal Behari Vajpayee was called 
upon to aid tine ruling party when he was 
an Opposition leader: he was sometimes 
.sent as an emissary to foreign lands. The 
reason that this happened was that these 
people were believed to stand by the 
national interest despite the fact that they 
were not in the ruling party. 

One is hard pressed to find such a 
person in the present political landscape. 
Mrs Sonia Gandhi, Harkishen Surjeet or a 
l.aloo Yadav can hardly be imagined to 
fulfil any meaningful role in India or 
abroad. Each pursues a narrow agenda; 
one would have to look very closely 
indeed to find even a single instance that 
any of them have done something 
constructive for the country. All that they 
are good for is to cater to lumpen elements, 
make wild allegations and criticise 
everything that the government does, 
which is not much, in any c-ise. 

This is sad, because there is so much 
that is wrong in the country. No consensus 
is needed, for instance, in matters as the 


hijacking of the polity by criminal 
elements. Or in stopping crimes against 
women, which are increasing by the day. 
Or even making an elected Chief Minister 
like Laloo Yadav to provide some 
minimum governance. The Opposition 
should teach the people that instead of 
relying on the government for every small' 
thing, they can organise themselves to 
solve local problems. 

Despite the fact that everyone agrees 
on these matters and talks about them, 
nothing ever gets done. The social fabric 
of the country is deteriorating at an 
alarming rate Law and order agencies are 
becoming ineffective while criminal 
elements are taking over the country. 
While this happens, the Opposition 
spends its time plotting. There is an 
obsession to pander to vote banks, to the 
detriment of everything else. There is no 
example we can quote which would point 
to their having ever done anything 
constructive. Would it not be better if the 
Opposition united with the ruling party 
and forced it to pass a law that prohibited 
criminals from contesting elections? The 
fact that nothing has been done about this 
despite the Vohra Committee report, 
shows the hypocrisy of all leaders, 
irrespective of their party. 

Consensus but no action 

T here are other matters on which 
consensus is easily achievable. For 
years Indians have to make do with 
lethargic public services. Anybody who 
has dealt with tht Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC), nationalised banks or 
State electricity boards knows that they 
are marked with ineptitude. To improve 
them, tliere is need to change labour laws 
so that inefficient employees can be 
sacked. Already, there is talk of privatising 
the insurance sector. But whenever it 
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comes to doing anything, outdated ideas 
of socialism are raised by Opposition 
leaders which n'sults in more mechanisms 
being created to protect the lazy 
government employees As a result, 
Indians have to waste thousands of man¬ 
hours doing routine things when they 
should be doing something better. In 
Europe or USA, such jobs could be done 
over the telephone By preventing 
modernisation of the economy, the 
Opposition can be said to stand in the path 
of India's development. 

Instead of having a consensus on 
tliese obvious things, there appears to be 
a well-defined agreement to hold up 
anybody who wants to do something. Eor 
example, all MPs, irrespective of party 
affiliations, united to thwart the Tata 
Airlines project as if it threatened the 
security of the country. The Internet, which 
is largely recognised as tlie medium of the 
future, is the monopoly of the MTNL. Its 
spread in the country has been limited 
wheteaj the ri^sl of the world is wiring 
up. Such examples abound, which just 
shows that the Opposition is as short¬ 
sighted as our policy-makers. Given a 
responsive Opposition, it could force the 
government to open up. Bureaucrats and 
the ruling party would think twice before 
exhibiting a closed mind on issues that 
impact on the development of the country. 

Ironically, the only time that MPs have 
united irrespective ot party affiliations was 
to give lhemsel\ es substantial raise of pay 
and perks' 

Shirking responsibility 

SUAM.Y, the Opposition shirks its 
responsibility by saying that it is 
powet ie,ss to do anything, since real power 
lies in tlie hands of the ruling parly. This 
argument ignores the tact that though the 
party may have lost elections, the 
individual Ml.A won from his 
constituency. If he turns around and says 
that he can do nothing, it is a fraud on tlie 
voting public. This is because given 
political will, even a single worker can 
influence national decisions. In any case, 
an MP holds a position in Parliament and 
can legitimately bring the problems of the 
constituency in focus. Attef all, he has not 


been sent by the people to Parliament to 
vote for his own pay increases. Again, the 
fact that he can increase his own pay does 
prove that he is not so powerless after all 
and gets things done if he wants to! 

Our Opposition leaders could well 
learn some Icssoas from the USA and UK. 
The system in UK is similar to that in 
India. In the USA, though the President 
enjoys wide-ranging powers, he has to go 
through the Senate. Rarely docs one hear 
that the leaders in these countries had to 
face embarrassment when their bills were 
not passed, even though there are some 
such cases. Though the Opposition in these 
countries opposes the things it considers 
wrong, it supports what is in the public 
interest. That is why the countries have 
been able to progress so much. 

It is a pity that the Opposition parties. 


despite having huge organisations spread 
across the country, are unable to do 
anything for the people. For every small 
thing, the people look to the government, 
whether it is making a small road, making 
a school or discouraging the sale of liquor. 
How much better would it be if the 
concerns of the people reached those in 
power through the local MLA. Or, if the 
people could be organised to do things 
for themselves? 

That would be the better—and long¬ 
term-approach to get the hearts of the 
people. Otherwise, we will see the 
spectacle of changing governments every 
few years, games of political expediency 
and meeting of narrow objectives. With 
so many naysayers, both within and 
outside, is it any wonder that nothing’ever 
gets done in the country? 


What the Opposition should do? 

The Opposition does not exist for opposing government only. It can serve the 
citizen and play an important role in responsible governance, even without being 
in power. Here are some things it can do: 

Corrupto/v-Government attempts for controlling corruption are severely 
blunted. The Opposition can bring to light instances of corruption by public servants 
and make the government act on them. For doing this, it should establish a cell 
to monitor complaints and stop making wild allegations which lead nowhere. 

Social issues—Governments usually respond to child labour or crimes against 
women when there is a crisis. The Opposition can ensure that such issues remain 
in focus so that the objective of improving them never gets lost, it can assist the 
government in finding solutions to these problems which are increasing manifold 
in our country. 

Get interactive—1\ is quite difficult to get things done from government offices. 

I Whether it is to get an insurance claim or a driving license, the common people 

I have to go around in circles. The Opposition will earn the gratitude of people if 

; it sets up helplines and forces a recalcitrant government official to do his job. 

I Push for effic/ency—The Opposition parties can push for efficiency in public 

^ services like banks, communications and essential services by raising their 

I shortcomings in the Vidhan Sabhas so that the government is forced to improve 

I them. 

I When disaster sfr/te5—If there is a natural disaster or an accident, some 
government aid is given but the people are by and large left to cope by themselves. 
The OpposKion parties can mobilise their workers and offer assistance to the 
affected people. 

i There is much more that the Opposition parties can do. The thousands 
I of political workers spread across the country can, in fact, help the common 
people. By doing so, the parties will be able to provide a government where 
none exists: in backward and poor areas, the district administration is 
notoriously inactive. They will thereby garner the votes of the people and 
pave the way for coming back to power. That would be a better way of 
gaining power rather than indulging in shenanigans and holding the country 
to ransom. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


me NAM Sumnit 


The 12th summit of the non-aligned 
movement (NAM) coiuiudcd in Durban on 
September 4, 19‘tli It is the largest forum of 
the developing nvrid. ti'if/i d membership of 
114 countries. However, it has increasingly 
become irrelevant in a world which has 
changed considerably The end of the Cold 
War made the concept of non-alignment 
meaningless: the member countries hare not 
been able to build it into a voice of the Third 
World thereafter. 

In tins feature, we describe the NAM as 
it exists today, the reasons why it is defunct 
and its future We also describe its latest 
summit, where a flutter was created when 
South .Vrican President Nelson Mandela 
mentioned Kashmir. 


promise was, however, never fulfilled. 
The NAM nations never seemed 
united enough to speak in one 
language^^any of them were poor. 
Since the post-war world respected 
economic strength, the NAM nations 
could never achieve the status of being 
taken seriously. To the West, they were 
ideological misfits who wanted to 
exercise influence without really 
amounting to anything. 

Yet, NAM had some relevance in the 
past. Today, the 114 nations which are its 
members would be hard placed to answer 
the question, "non aligned with whom or 


N on alignment was an idea that was 
important in the l‘),S()s and 1‘>W)‘'. .M 
that time, the world was dominated by I wo 
superpowers, USA and USSR, and they 
tried to expand their reach liy bringing 
smaller ic'unlries into one or the other's 
influence Those were the days of the Cold 
War. This left out those countries which 
did not wan* to be in either camp, and 
wanted to maintain their independent 
stands Since the politics ot the time did 
not favour individual Stales holding out 
on their own. some' world leaders thought 
that it would be ideal to unite all such 
countries iincier a single banner ol "non 
aligned movement’" or N.AM. These 
leaders were visionaries like Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Indonesia's bukarno, Fgypt's 
Nasser and Yugoslavia's Tito. The 
movement could well be the voice ot the 
Third World. 

NAM presented an alternative to the 
big power rivalry that existed at that time. 
The leaders sought to create a third centre 
of political and economic power which 
consisted of the emerging nations. There 
were hopes that the movement could 
become a third force in world politics, since 
it represented much of humanity. That 


world order. Already, questions are being 
raised among its members about its 
relevance. Nor is there any unity of 
perceptions, as the members have diverse 
interests. African nations do not agree with 
Asia on economic and social issues. Latin 
American countries want to focus on debt, 
which is not on the agenda of other 
countries. 'The Islamic nations arrived with 
a grudge, as USA had recently bonjbed 
suspected terrorist targets in Afghanistan 
and Sudan. Even items on which there is 
a consensus, such as the drug trade, 
international terrorism and nuclear non¬ 
proliferation, NAM has not been able to 


what"? The 
world is 
unipolar and 
the poor 
nations do not 
amount to 
anything. They 
remain rooted 
in oiitdaled 


engiish 


ideologies 


Apart from 
having their 
annual 
summits, the 
NAM nations 
have achieved 
precious little, 
either for 
themselves or 
for the world 
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Marginalised 


NEW Unique 



T he 12th 

summit 
held at Durban 
did not lead to 
any redefinition 
of objectives of 
the movement 
the new 
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How to Write and Speak 
imple and Powerful English 

(for people who studied in non-English medium) 


Dear friend. 

My name is Bapna. I invite you to read 
this page about my new research-based powerful 
course “Bapna's English Course”. 

You can use this easy course to team quickly 
how to write and speak simple, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Fre* Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/shall. Wb call it Bapna’s"' Vnil/ShaU 
Rule. This rule has two parts; 

fnr «pMMnB always use WILL . IXiring my 4 
years in USA, I never heard anyone use SHALL . 

For writina and for exams, use ^LL like rii, 
you’ll, he'll, she'll, they'll. This is a short-cut. 

In this way, your sentences will always be correct. 

Unique CourM 

Pleai^ote that my course is nm at all like 
Rapidex"* or other books/courses. I showed you the 
use will/shall so easily and quickly. Many books 
may take S to 10 pages to teach it and so it takes you 
maiiy days U) learn to use will/shall correctly. Do 
you fully realize now that my course is really unique 
and different? 

Bapna's Will/Shail Rule and other material in this 
course cannot be copied by other books/courses 
because this material is based on our research, and 
we own the copyright and trademarks 

Who Will Greatly Benefit 

This course is not for those who studied m 
English medium. It is for you if you studied in 
non-English medium. You can gready benefit. 

If you can understand English when others speak, 
hut you are not sure of correct way to write or 
speak English. Or, if you sometimes make 
mistakes or get confused when speaking English. 

If you have used grammar or spoken English books 
to learn English, W did not get success. 

If you are a student, teacher, professor, docurr, 

CA, ICWA, CS. MBA, engineer, technician, 
scientist, musician, secretary, phone operator, 
bank OlTicer, clerk, businessman. 

If you are highly motivated to learn simple and 
powerful Engli^ easily and quickly. 

I Was Weak In English 

I was born in Rajasthan where people are weak in 
English. I studied in gwernment non-English 
medium schools. So. I was also weak in English. 

On my w^ to Pilani to join B.E., at Chirawa 
railway station, I met one P V Reddy from Andhra 
Pradeah who was also going to Pilani U) join B.E. 

1 started speaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said 
“I do not know Hindi”. It was a surprise and shock 
for me that he did not know Hindi. I had never 
talked in English before and I was not confident of 
talking in English. So, I said ”1 do not know 
English”. 

My Struggle to Learn English 

In the first semester in Pilani, I was a topper with 
10 out of 10 grade points, but I was not confident in 
English. So, I wss worried about my weak English. 

1 bought many books, guides, dictionaries, 
newspapers. 

1 worked hard, but improvement was very slow, 
For exanwle, I raok one month to read my first 
novel R. K. Narayan’s 7h« Guide because I had to 
search to many words in the dictionary. 

I even thought of dropping one semester, sitting at 
borne, and learning only Eiigllah. That time I used 
10 think ‘Why nobody a lesearch-bued 

course to teara good slnqile Bngliih for non-Bngllah 
medium people like me? And aomeday I'll try.” 

My Drsam Comss Trus 

I continued m work hard. And finally I improved 
Engliah and became a luceeiaful onglnaer/auihor In 
America. And, then I returned to India. 

Ibdqy, I am ha|^ to offbr you this courie In 
BtigiiiiMny leoand dream hu come tnie. 

My fliit dream was to teach ttudenu ‘how to 


study and how to use more mind power* u> get 
success in exams and cmnpetitions. That course has 
changed thousands and thousands of lives in the last 
few years I am more proud of my research and 
contributions in India than my success in USA. 

Our N«w Resoarch 

In English, there are many ways to say anything. 
Some ways are easy and some are difficult and 
confusing. We did research to find which are easy 
ways and which are difficult ways for people from 
non-English medium. In this process, we also 
discovered that some of the world’s best magazines 
and books use the simple & powerful ways of 
writing English. This was an unexpected surprise 
discovery for our research team. 


this course. You learn simple and powerful English 
in two steps- 

Step I: Study for 1 hour per day You can 
complete it in 25 to 40 days 
Step 2 For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per week. After that, for the next 2 months, 
revise u for 1 hour per week In this way, your 
improvement will become permanent. 

Pocket Cards for Faster Laaming 
Keep them in your pocket to revise in school, in 
college, in bus, in park, in playground, etc. So. you 
use the time which other people waste. No other 


you who studied in non-English medium. We 
believe this is the first and only su ch course in the 
world. _ 

Bio-Data ^ 

B E, BITS Pilani MTech, IIT j 

Kharagpur. NTSE scholar. Rank . 

5 Raj School Board 
World-famous author I published 
3 compuwr books in USA 
induding a best sailing ‘MS-DOS 
Masters 

My first Job as an engineer paid 

only Rs 1000 per MONTH JusI 7 

years later, I earned SO dollara per HOUR in USA as 

computer expert and wrilar. 

At the peak of success, 1 left USA to do something in 
our own country. Now, l spend my full time at the 
'Mind Power Research Institute' 

' I also leami French, Sanskrit. Karate, Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many Madltatkms. etc 
Expert. Computers. English, Mind Power, Study 
Techniques Wss a member of ‘Sodety for 
Accelerated Learning 4 Taaching, USA' 


MONEY-BACK 

GUARANTEE 

I am 100% sure that my course will benefit you 
greatly, so I offer you this unique guarantee. 

Use the course (code 851) for 31 days ,ind if you 
are not 100% satisfied, simply return it by Regd 
Ifost and we will refund you Rs 225 by MO No 
questions asked- you be ihe Judge. 

Ask vtHirself . Why is this the only course in this 
magazine that offers you money-back guarantee'’ 
Why others do not, give such gurantee’’ 

Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surely 
understand my course And greatly benerii from it 
Our belief and experience show that it is beucr to 
teach English ihrou^ English than through 
translation Why? Because it helps .students to 
learn to think in English 

The complete course has 5 pans for easy learning 
nirt I: Essential English Fart 2 Important and 
Helpfol Usage Bart 3; How to Write in a Bowerful, 
Effective, and Resuit-Oriented Way PMI4; 
Advanced Ibpics Ftirt 5: Mini Spelling Dictionary 

Fart 3 is so easy and powerful that, it is worth 
more than the full price for the complete course. 

Some of the other topics In the course are: 
IWoshon-cutsMjpowerfuI English Lesrntouse 
these helpfol words How to write letters How u> 
enhance mesniiu How to remember spellings and 
increase vocabuuuy Common usage. 

Bemflt from My Mind Powor Exportloo 

Vbu nay know that I am sn expert In the fields of 
Mind Power, Study Tbclmiques, and Computers. 

I have used this knowledge ki make the English 
course easy to team and easy to remember for you. 

\bu begin to improve on the very first day you get 


course gives you such useftil pocket cards. 

Improvo Ffuoncy 

Being fluent means that you can say anything in 
English without hesitation Some peopie judge you 
from how fluent you are in English 'To be fluent, 
you need to (1) be able to say almost anything in 
Eiwlish (2) he sure that your sentence is correct. 

'This course will improve your flueicy in both ' 
.these ways Remember, fluency helps ^ to get 
Ibetter job or faster promouon, and to speak 
iconfldciitly at parties or with friends 

Proof of Succoss 

I- 'Before joining your course I could understand 
Engli.sh but I could not speak English Now, I can 
speak powerful English. * — somu sinoii. Pmw. amw 

.. - 'In the past, 1 was not good at writing as well as 

( speaking English. Using your course, 1 am able lo 
write simple and better Englisii without mistake 
and 1 can spAik English with otliers without any 
hesitation I completed your course in 27 days ' 

- - V H PBfdPthi. AhrratdnagBi. MS 
’ 'G(xid and unique course I wa.s aveiagc in 
English Now I can write letters in simple 
English ' Skills Snmvss. AP 

“I want to thank you for this valuable English 
course. Now I can write & speak English much 
better than before " - bmnss, Aninssh m. nswi. mb 

Helpful for Students 
If a student can learn to write simple but corieci 
English, he can avoid many common mistakes. 

In exams, te.-icltcrs give marks for correct usage 
I and answers and deduct marks for mistakes Tnis 
course helps you to avoid mistakes and get more 
marks. In this vvay. it helps you build foundation m 
English for scluxil.-'callege exams and also for IAS. 
State .\dnimistrativc Seivites, MBA, GRI'', rierk. 
Bank PO. etc. 

Cassettes for 
Spoken English 

It you have a tape recorder or w^nian, I strongly 
recommend you to also order die course Spoken English 
Pruclice Hook {with 2 rasselieM The book/casj';lles ' 

. give words and sentences of common use you need to re¬ 
peat iLiiaiii and again to get a practice in spoken English 
The same are recorded for easy practice on easseites in 
male and female voices The course code is 12.k and ihe 
price IS Rs I50-i'25 


Discount Prices: Save This Month 


The discount prices dies month are given hclow. Or- 
to nqw wiihoul dcl^jo_savr aiid to hcncl.l sooner^ 

f r-...,.. iCouraa, Pric* * 

couiM Ntmaa 


t mVas I 


Bspna’t Fnglifth Couris 

Spoksn Engliah Practice Book za-peges 

___ 

|8oDt tt>e EwfH^sh eourMs above 


How to Order 

This course is not so ld In arjy sliop s because they do 
not give guanuuee. 

VM: KiKt all courses by Registered Post only. No VPP. 
lb order today, go to your hank or post office, and send 
the foil amount ^ D.D. or M O in the name of 
M.r.R.1. payable at Udalpui-BulMthan io. 

Director. Mind Power Research Institute 
M-t 1, Mind Power Chambers, Sector 4 
Udaipur (Rqjasthan) 313002 

IMPOSTAMT WiM In CAPITAL lilltri you: n«iM. idlliSM, PIN. ooiirai 
flods «(1J boanm ol UO form OR fl) Saek of O'sll No IPO, Mlogfom oi 
tpeed F^( MO Allow ua 2 J waek» order p'ocaiiing, dtiay povibig 
UdetpurjurMleiton TM-lradtinarii CopyngM ey MPRi 
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achieve anything. 

This erodes the credibility of the 
movement as an instrument to further the 
p«)litical and economic interests of its 
members. Unless NAM redefines its terms 
of reference and chalks out a strategy to 
counter US influence on the world, it will 
remain marginalised and irrelevant. It 
should have charted out its plan in the 
post-Cold War period, but has failed to do 
so. The three summits held since the end 
of the Cold War--in Jakarta in l‘}92, 
Cartagena in 1996 and now Durban in 1998 
—have failed to devise any concrete plan 
which would ensure its continuing 
relevance in the changed world order. The 
summits have thus been cosmetic in 
nature. 

The Durban declaration 


T he NAM summit came out with a 
dc' laration which deals with nuclear 
non-pioliferation, disarmament, si*curity, 
development, human rights, environment 
and transfer of technology. However, there 
was no agreement on issues like good 
governance, creation ot saleguards for 
human rights and problems related to 
international trading arrangements being 
enforced through the WTO. India and 
Pakistan came in for criticism as a large 
number of members were not in favour of 
their having gone nuclear. 

The declaration suffered because 
there was no consensus on many issues, 
like sanctions on Irai) and Cuba. The 
global role of bully played by the USA 
did not feature in it, though individual 
members have often mentioned it 
separately. It lell out criticism of the US 
action on Sudan, as demanded by the 
Khartoum government. The subject of 
UN reform or its peacekeeping role, was 
absent too. Cienerally speaking, the 
declaration touched upon issues of 
shared concern but fell short of affirming 
unity of purpose. Like the earlier 
declarations, the Durban summit loo 
remained a paper exercise. 


The Kashmir flutter 


T he Indnn camp 
Nelson Mandela 


Kashmir. The passing reference was blown 
out of proportion. Prime Minister Vajpayee 
was so perturbed by it that he berated the 
South African President at an official 
meeting, 

Depending on individual points of 
view, the reference to Kashmir and its 
subsequent rebuttal, were diplomatic 
blunders or victories. From the episode, it 
does appear that Pakistan's tirade and 
unceasing attempts to internationalise tlie 
Kashmir issue has borne .some fruit. 
Secondly, India's response has been 
inadequate. Rather than clarity its 
stand on the issue, it chose to throw a 
tantrum and made Mandela retract the 
statement. 

India's energies were ihus lost for a 
small cause. It could instead have played a 
bigger role by lobbying for NAM support 
to the proposed Nuclear Weapon 
Convention. Since tlie US strikes in Sudan 
were fresh in memory, it could have also 
lobbied for the fight against terrorism, 
which would have snubbed Pakistan. The 


was dismayed when 
made a reference to 


Durban incident showed that India must 
have a broad-minded and proactive foreign 
policy rather than countering Pakistan 
every time. 

Future of NAM 

W ITH die emergence of trading blocs, 
the cohesion among the non- 
aligned has eroded. At the Cartegena 
summit in 1996, Columbian President 
Pizano said that NAM should serve as an 
effective instrument of economic 
cooperation. But this seemed far-fetched, 
since the 114 nations arc hardly 
homogenous. One serious deficiency of 
the NAM is that it docs not have a 
secretariat to follow up on decisions taken. 
What is decided thus remains on paper 
and is unable to do anything between the 
summits. This must he sorted out, 
otherwise it will only give the politicians 
of poor countries a chance to travel abroad 
every two years, wilhoutany achievement 
for the movement 


Why NAM Is defunct 

1. Outdated ideology. For years NAM has been trying to get rich nations give aid to the 
poor nations It wants that rich nations commit 0 7% of theii GDP as aid. This figure has not been 
met, except by a few countries. The foreign aid figure of $ 850 billion has been declining at about 
10% annually. Instead of relying on aid, NAM members have to get more priwite investment into 
their countries. 

2. No economic pragmatism: Many of the economic ideas which were in vogue in the past 
are outdated today. However, many NAM members are rooted in ideas of socialism and State- 
control, ideas popular at the time of Nehru and Nasser This has made them impossible to move 
forward. They continue complaining about the IMF and the WTO but lack the muscle to do 
anything. Rather than complain about the new trade regime, the countries must adjust to changing 
realities and learn to derive strength from them. 

3. No action- At its best, NAM is like a club and all it does is to have summits. It 
has not taken any action ever. Nor does it have a mechanism for mutual cooperation 
among countries. World leaders use the summit to make speeches which aie seldom 
followed by any conciete action. In any case, the members are too diverse to have any 
impact. 

4 Duplicacy. NAM today competes with G-7, ASEAN and the Commonwealth, which are 
similar groups of nations. The other groups are more effective, as they deal with economic and 
trade issues NAM does not do that, nor does it take up any diplomatic initiative. It has no position 
even on issues like human rights, child exploitation and gender issues As a result, its membeis 
have to follow the Western dictates in (his regard 

5. Leadership: The statesmen who started NAM had a vision, today NAM has 
none. There is no leadership on global issues, and there are also disagreements among 
the members. As a result, the organisation has no direction as to the path it should 
take. 

6. lacfr of issues: Nor does NAM have real issues. It could have provided some leadership 
on things like nuclear non-proliferation, child labour, poverty and terrorism, besides ottier social 
and economic issues. NAM desperately needs new issues and themes to focus so that it can 
play a meaningful role in world politics in the future. Otherwise, it will be another meaningless 
meetings. 
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ARTICLE 


Saming Enmis: Causes and Measores 


India's external sector, which has been a 
priority area in the process of reforms 
launched mvr seven years ago, appears to be 
in doldrums. During the past two years, the 
performance of this sector has been wry poor. 
While Foreign Direct Investment (FDD has 
remained stagnant, the foreign assistance 
from international donor agencies and 
countries has also been threatened after 
India's recent nuclear explosions. Value of 
the rupee in terms of foreign currencies is at 
all time low. To add to its woes, the export 
growth rale continues to be a serious cause of 
concern for the country. 

A fter recording smart growth upto 
1995-96, Indian exports have 
continued to be sluggish thereafter. During 
the years 1996-97 and 1997-98, as against 
the ambitious target of 20 per cent growth 
in dollar terms, the growth has been 
dismally low, in the single digit. But 
surprisingly, during these two years, no 
government or political party paid serious 
attention to this issue. Imports, on the 
other hand, have contmued to rise. A 
key assumption of the Indian 
globalisation has been belied, which 
presumed that increasing volume of 
imports would automatically help the 
exports to rise exponentially. As a result, 
the trade deficit in the first quarter of 
the current financial year was $ 2.4 
billion, which is a billion dollar more 
than the.gap in the corresponding period 
last year. 

As per the latest data, released by 
the Commerce Ministry in August 1998, 
during April-June 1998, the exports have 
fallen by 7.94 per cent to $ 7488.69 million, 
as against $ 8134.85 million during the 
same period last year. For the month of 
june alone, exports stood at $ 2345.91 
million against $ 2660.11 million during 
the same month last year, recording a 


decline of 11.81 per rent for the month. In 
rupee terms, however, the volume of 
exports increased by 4.85 per cent to Rs 
30,546.45 crore, from Rs 29,133.09 crore, 
thanks to virtual devaluation of die bidian 
rupee to its all time low exchange value. 
Imports, on the other hand, for the 
same quarter, went up by 3.75 per cent 
to $ 9889.42 million, against $ 9532.3 
million during the previous year. 

Before the new package was 
announced by the Commerce Minister, to 
boost up the exports during the remaining 
part of the year. Finance Ministry had 
serious differences with him, with regard 
to the cause of decline in export growth 
rate. Commerce Ministry firmly believed 
that it was the high cost of finance to the 
exporters which prohibited the exports. 
But, the Finance Ministry was of the vjew 
that the exporters already had access to 
foreign exchange loans at 6.5 per cent, a 
rate equal to the going international rale. 
The Finance Ministry also believed that 
reduction in the export credit rates may 
prove to be counter-productive and the 
banks may not be keen to finance the 
exporters at a lower rate, when they were 
gelling 15 per cent for their other lendings. 
Each one percentage point lowering meant 
a loss of Rs 300 crore to the banking 
industry, it was argued. Both the view¬ 
points may be corrwt to some extent, but 
the squabbling reflects the callous 
approach of the system towards export 
promotion, an area of so-called, "national 
priority". 

Multiple Causes 

T here are many reasons which, at a 
particular period of time, determine 
the export performance of a country. State 
of the world economy and the trends 
elsewhere in the world greatly influence 


the export performance of a country. As 
the world economy does not offer any 
cheers to the exporters, the export 
performance has to be subdued. Another 
important factor is exchange-rates and 
domestic inflation levels. Both being" 
interlinked, the present situation is against 
the interests of Indian exporters. Inflation 
level is the highest for the past 136 weeks, 
at over 8 per cent, and the international 
value of rupee is at its all-time low ebb. If 
this factor is favourably controlled, it 
would certaiply have some positive impact 
on the export growth rate. Another very 
important factor is the ability to compete 
with other products in the w'orld market. 
This ability depends upon certain 
parameters like quality of the products, 
market research and marketing 
capabilities. Average manufacturers in 
India have no great concern for the 
quality of products and it is not possible 
for many products to compete with high 
quality products available in the world 
market. Even the quality of packaging 
of many Indian products is not 
comparable to the international 
standards required. 

One of the specific causes of 
dwindling export*, ha*, been the gradual 
decline of the farm products' share in the 
total Indian exports during the past two 
years. According to the Monthly Review' 
of the Indian E.conomy, for June 1998, 
released by the Centre for Monitoring the 
Indian Economy, the share- of agriculture 
and allic'd products, which was 20.5 per 
cent in 1996-97, fell to 18.8^ per cent last 
year and is likely to come down further to 
18,3 per cent during 1998-99. In absolute 
terms, these exports may have gone up by 
j about two per cent. Exports of three major 
I items under this category, including the 
I non-oasmati rice, marine products ancl tea, 
I have been falling in relative terms during 
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the past two years and the trend is likely 
to continue this year also. Larger 
dependence on agricultural products is 
also responsible for poor performance 
of exports, as shortages of farm 
products within the country, at times, 
triggers the choking of supplies for 
exports. 

Conventional economic wisdom lays 
down that with the process of higher 
economic development, the share of 
agricultural products in the composition of 
exports should come down and the 
manufacturing sector should grab the major 
share. But a close look at the export 
performance of the coimtry during the past 
one decade reflects that the share of 
manufactured products has continued to 
hover around 75 per cent of the total 
exports. Gems and Jewellery and 
readymade garments, which together 
constitute about 25 per cent of our total 
exports however, have not shown any 
growth during the past two years and their 
relative share has continued to be 
stagnant. 

Yet another cause has been the failure 
of the top business houses to contribute 
adequately to the exports. As per the 
figures available with the Commerce 
Ministry, India's top 22 companies, with 
an annual turnover of over Rs 2000 crore 
each, have a combined export turnover 
amounting to only around 9 per cent of 
their total sales. This performance 
needs lo be improved and only if these 
corporates are able to export upto 20 
per cent of tiieir total production, the 
export growth rate would get a sudden 
fillip. 

Infrastructural bottlenecks are also 
major tactors responsible for poor export 
performance. Many multinationals are 
wary of investing in India, mainly due to 
the tact that poor infrastructural facilities 
act as serious impediments for their export 
efforts. While the facilities at tlie ports are 
poor, the lines of communication in the 
form of n^ad and rail communication are 
extremely wanting. While the 
telecommunications have improved 
considerably during the past one decade, 
these are still nowhere near the 
international standards. This is a long¬ 
term problem, needing a solution to be 
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implemented in the long-run. The short¬ 
term causes have been, severe damage to 
Kandla port in Gujarat recently and 
disruption in cargo handling at the Indira 
Gandhi International Airport due to strike 
by certain custom house agents. 

Laid-back Approach 

W ORST fall of export growth rate in 
recent times was recorded during 
May, 1998, when the growth rate 
nosedived by 17 per cent when compared 
to May 1997. This acted as a shock- 
treatment to the hitherto complacent 
Ministries and suddenly, the Finance and 
Commerce Ministers decided to meet to 
dicuss and announce sector-specific 
package to put the exports back on the 
road to recovery. On August 5, 1998, 
Commerce Minister Ramakrishna Hegde 
announced a package of promotional 
measures and procedural simplifications 
for revival of Indian exports. One of the 
major measures announced was reduction 
of interest rates on pre-shipment and post- 
shipment export credit, from 11 per cent 
to 9 per cent, as a special temporary facility 
available upto March 31,1999. Responding* 
quickly to the announcement, the RBI 
acted swiftly and cut down the export 
refinance rate to 7 per cent, from 9 per 
cent, facilitating the banks to charge the 
new rates. 

In addition, the government decided 
to pay interest to the exporters in case of 
delay beyond two months in release of 
export incentives like duty drawbacks and 
terminal excise duty refund. Treating 
exports as "National Priority", Export 
Oriented Units (EOUs) and the units in 
Export Processing Zones (EPZs) have been 
given an extended tax-holiday of 10 years, 
instead of B-year holiday upto now. In 
addi'ion, sub-contracting facility in the 
domestic tariff area by EOUs is permitted 
and EPZ units are allowed to export 
through couriers. The Commerce Minister 
also granted permission to manufacturer- 
exporters, with a record of specified export 
performance, to use a legal undertaking 
instead of a bank guarantee to be given to 
the customs as a security for the import of 
duty-free raw material. This would reduce 
the cost of exporters, on the one hand, and, 


on the other, increase the availability of 
working capital. 

With a view to give boost to the 
export of processed products, 
horticultural and floricultural products, 
duty on mobile cooling equipment and 
other equipment required for the cold 
chain is proposed to be reduced. Private 
software technology parks can now take 
the benefit of Export Promotion Capital 
Goods (EPCG) Scheme, which is a duty¬ 
free window for import of machinery and 
hardware, subject to export obligations. 
The Commerce Minister also declared that 
a special package for electronic hardware 
exports would be announced soon and 
measures to simplify procedures would 
also be adopted. In additi'on, 
manufacturer-exporters of a specified 
turnover would be permitted clearance 
of goods on the basis of self-certification. 
Prior to these measures, the Revenue 
Department in July 1998, had notified a 
new scheme, called Export Warehousing 
Scheme, lo reduce red-tape problems for 
the super-star and star-trading houses, 
having exports over Rs 300 crore per 
annum. The goods would be allow'ed to 
be "exported" from India to private 
excise-bonded warehouses without 
payment of duly. The intention is to enable 
the buying houses abroad to steie tlieir 
purchases in the country itself. Physical 
transportation out of the country lakes 
place at the convenience of the buying 
hou.se and in tire intervening period, the 
transporter can also use the facility for 
aggregating cargo for bulk transportation 
later. 

The new export promotion package 
has generally been welcomea. But, most 
of the measures are short-term in natum 
and are aimed at stemming the rot on 
immediate basis. No long-term 
measures aiming at improving facilities, 
infrastructure, etc have been 
announced. Moreover, hardly anything 
has been attempted to simplify the 
procedures. No measures have been 
taken to improve the quality of 
products, enabling them to compete 
internationally. Easing of credit and 
short-term concession may only help to 
lead the proverbial horse to water 
without forcing it to drink. 
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Like the character in Oliver Tivisl, those 
employed in government services never tire 
asking for more. The irony is that they are 
mostly well paid and do little work. 
Disregarding the inconvenience caused to the 
common man, they frequently go on strikes, 
trying to blackmail the government into 
acceding more and more monetary benefits 
every year. Quite often, they succeed, but is 
their action justified? This month, we discuss 
an issue which touches us all—whether it is 
the post office, the banks, the doctors and 
nurses, or the teachers that go on strike. Is 
there any limit to the demands of employees? 

MrA Friends, we in India are used 
to frequent strikes. Every few months 
we see some department of the 
government or the public sector go on 
strike. The working of the entire 
government was held up when 
government employees were agitating 
for implementation of the Fifth Pay 
Commission recommendations. Liter 
we have seen strikes by doctors and 
nurses, public transport, post offices 
and so on. Bank employees go on 
strikes every few months to demand 
something or the other. Then teachers 
went on a strike, not caring about the 
career of the students. There is a 
malaise in our society, where everyone 
thinks that it is all right to blackmail 
and arm-twist the authorities into 
granting more and more. The employees 
do not care about the people dependent 
on services but adopt a very narrow 
and selfish approach. Further, it is not 
that they are paid poorly—government 
jobs are very lucrative these days, with 
good salaries, a large number of 
holidays and very less work or 
accountability. On the other hand, you 
could argue that in a democratic set-up, 
people have a right to express 
themselves. What are they to do if their 
needs are not fulfilled? We are here to 
discuss a topic that affects us all and to 
decide whether frequent strikes are 
i i'istWed. 


MrB Frankly, I agree that the 
government employees are not on firm 
grounds. They have gone on strikes in 
the past demanding more money and 
perks, often comparing private sector 
salaries. As a result, the salaries of the 
IAS and c>ther officials have increased 
manifold in tlie past few years. 

However, there has been no attempt to 
accept accountability, which is the 
cornerstone of private sector. 
Government employees do little or no 
work and hinder everyone who wants 
to do anything. It is no wonder that 
inflation is increasing because we have 
to feed a larger and more expensive 
government machinery every year. For 
many youngsters, a government job is 
all they need to live happily ever after. 
The harm on the fabric of the nation is 
immense, since we have highly paid 
government employees on one hand 
and extremely poor people working in 
the disorganised sector, on the other 
hand, creating enormous inequalities. 
Since everyone looks at only the perks 
that one can get, we have nurtured a 
selfish society which does not spare a 
thought for those who are less 
■ privileged. The utter contempt for work 
: is evident from the fact that employees 
' of essential services make no effort to 
i safeguard the lives of people whose 
lives may be dependent on their 
I services. When they go on strike, the 
I attitude is "We don't care". I think this 
: is very callous and irresponsible. 

I MrC You are forgetting that 
! employees are also human beings. How 
I can they make their voice heard, when 
I nobody is willing to hear their 
I grievances: If everybody continues 
{ doing their work, the authorities think 
i that things are hunky-dory, that 
! everyone is happy. Very often, lower 
i level employees have no access to the 
j management. Nobody cares about their 
I conditions of employment. The LAS 
i officers who manage government 


services, are typically bad leaders and 
managers, only interested in their own 
well-being. When the employee has no 
voice and when he sees Aat every'one is 
looking after his own self interest, lie 
has no option but to go on strike, which 
will ensure that the authorities will 
listen. A strike is thus a tool in the 
hands of the employee to make sure 
that others will listen. So why grudge 
him that? When you speak out against 
strikes, you are only seeing one part of 
the story. You also have to look at the 
conditions of the employee and his 
utter neglect by everyone. 

MrD I disagree with you entirely. 

By no standard is a govenunent 
employee exploited. Most are overpaid 
for the work they are doing. If you 
want to see real exploitation, you 
should see children working in the 
unorganised sector as bonded labour. 

The exploitation is just a story created s 
by conununist-type union leaders who 
have nothing better to do than fight 
with their employers. Take the example 
of West Bengal: at one time, it was the 
' hub of industrial activity but today, 

I most companies are unwilling to invest 
! there. The State is a ghost of what it 
once was. Some famous groups have 
relocated to other places. As a result, 
there is very less employment and th' 
state is stagnating. The downfall has 
undoubtedly been brought about by an 
' irresponsible labour movement, thriving 
(.n stories of exploitation. So we cannot 
. say that the unions are responsible. 

They are not only short sighted but also 
do not care about the long term interest 
of tlie worker. I feel that the 
government would do well to ban 
strikes, at least in the organised sector 
where people arc'paid well. There is no 
j justification when employees of an 
I essential service go on strike, but nor 
arc workers in other places justified to 
I take to the roads at the slightest 
i opportunity. After all, when one invests 
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in plant and machinery, one is taking a 
risk. If workers do not like the 
conditions of service, they should not 
join in the first place. It is certainly 
wrong to accept the terms of 
employment initially and then hold the 
investor to ransom for giving them 
more. The same applies to government 
employees. 

MrE I do not think that democracy 
is served in any way if employees go on 
strike at the drop of a hat. They are 
misusing democratic structures to 
blackmail the authorities or the investor. 
Take the case of a patient who has to 
visit a hospital for dialysis. If the 
doctors or nurses are on strike, he can 
will lose his life. Surely, the employees 
have better ways to register their 
protest than putting somebixly's life at 
stake. Similarly, when teachers go on 
strike, it means that careers of students 
arc placed on stake. When public 
transport is not working, the lives of the 
people who are dependent on it may 
be similarly jeopardised. Who gives the 
right to unions to play with the lives of 
others? This has to be condemned in 
the most .severe way In such cases, the 
union leaders should be made 
personally liable for any harm that 
may result from their actions. Then, 
perhaps, they will realise the enormity 
of their decisions. If you think about 
social responsibility, it is clearly absent. 
In the name of socialism, we have 
given too much power to union 
leaders, to the extent that they can 
hold everybody to ransom if their 
dema ids are not met. 

Mr A There is a great responsibility 
on the essential sen-ices, as you have 
rightly pointed out. But that does not 
mean that those who work in factories 
should be allowed to go on strike. As 
you rightly said, democracy is not 
served in any way by strikes. At the 
same time, we cannot ignore the fact 
that while those in authority continue to 
give themselves hefty pay increases, 
they do not give half a thought for their 
subordinates. We have already seen that 
MPs have given themselves increase of 
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pay and such bills are usually passed in 
a hurry. Likewise, the IAS lobby has 
airnered many of the perks in the 
government and the public sector. 

Those lower down have no means of 
getting anything till they protest. The 
frequent strikes are natural to a great 
extent. Till the decision-makers 
themselves show restraint, how can we 
expect the subordinate employees to 
restrict their strikes? If you say that the 
strikes are unjustified, it would simply 
mean that those at the top will keep 
getting rich while those at the bottom 
will continue to suffer. This is patently 
unfair. Even the armed forces are now 
paid comparatively less, even though 
we expect the men to lay down their 
lives for the country. riU we have 
greedy legislators and bureaucrats, I do 
not think we can preach to anyone that 
going on strikes is bad. If you look at 
why people have gone on strikes in the 
recent past, you will find that they have 
just been demanding parity with other 
services. 

MrB I would just like to say that if 
dll classes of employees frequently go 
on strike and are able to get additional 
benefits, there should be a system of 
accountability as well. Teachers may be 
given additional perks but when the 
result of a particular class is bad, the 
teacher should be sacked. Similarly, 
when the results of a public sector 
unit are bad, the bureaucrat heading 
it should be sacked. At present, all the 
punishment that they can ever get is a 
transfer, while lecturers in colleges do 
not teach because they think they 
have a right to lifetime employment. 
Any teacher found doing tuitions 
should similarly be thrown out. 
Untortunately, there is no 
accountability in any government job. 
That is why the strikes and their 
getting additional sound so 
unjustified. Basically, it appears that 
everyone has a nice time in 
government service, without any 
responsibility. If the accountability 
existed, perhaps there would be fewer 
strikes. ^ the solution is not banning 
strikes, but introducing accountability. 


MrC It is a sad fact that none of 
the unions have ever gone on strike to 
improve the society. No factory union 
has ever struck work to highlight the 
work of child labour. No teacher or 
student union has ever gone on strike 
for better education or facilities in a 
college. No doctor or nurse has ever' 
gone on strike to highlight the poor 
state of medicine in rural areas. AU of 
them have only one point on their 
agenda: more money. This is what takes 
public sympathy away from their cause. 
Bank employees ace the most pampered 
lot. They have very good service 
conditions and salaries. Yet, they 
succeeded in delaying bank 
computeri^tion for many years and 
went on strikes for frivolous reasons. 
Such strikes should certainly be 
banned. Of course, strikes have 
increased in India because the laws are 
such that it is not possible to throw 
anybody out. So employees are free to 
stop work whenever they feel like. This 
must stop. 

MrD Well friends, we have 
discussed many issues. I think we are 
in agreement that frequent strikes do 
not serve any purpose. There was a 
suggestion that strikes should be 
made illegal and also that 
government employees have to be 
made more accountable. Everyone 
agreed that democracy was not being 
served in any way by the right to 
strike work. At the same time, those 
in power have to be more responsible 
so that others have proper avenues 
for grievance redressai rather than 
strikes. The laws relating to firing of 
workers have to be changed so that 
employees do not feel free to strike. 
There is a responsibility in those who 
manage essential services, but even 
for others going on strike should be 
the last resort and not what we have 
in India, where strikes are too 
common a feature. 
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Caners in taumiaiioiial Business 



By C.N. Gandhi 
Executive Director, FIIB 

With the opening of the cconomif, our 
country is inc-reasingly being exposed to 
international business. Our companies have 
to compete with multinationals while there 
is also an opportunity to expand (^rations 
in other countries. This has opened immense 
ojrportunities and many companies have taken 
up the challenge. As a result, job 
opportunities have multiplied in this area. 
Not only do companies want trained 
managers for their global business hut 
muUinationals coming into the country arc 
looking for them as well. 

To fulfil the rcquirements, there are 
two institutes which provide world class 
training: the Indian institute of Foreign 
Trade (IIFT) and the Fortune Institute of 
international Business (FIIB). While IIFT 
caters mostly to the government sector, 
llIB has been providing trained 
maupoower largely to the private sector. 
The unique selling proposition of 
graduating from FIIB is the depth and 
intensity, the self-discipline and 
analytical thinking, the skills and the 
confidence of the students to counter the 
challenges and emerge as leaders of the 
21st century. 

Today, science and technology have 
shortened distances so that the world 
appears to be a global village. The success 
and achievements of this village have 
become issues of study for all constituting 
It With an eye on the future, the FIIB is 
an institute set up with the prime 
objective of meeting the challenges of 
business competitiveness on the global 
plane. 

It offers a two-year Post Graduate 
t)»ploma in Business Management 
I (PGDBM) with specialisation in 
International Business. Several new 


features have been added, which 
include; 

I specialisation of a chosen region 
(ASEAN/EU) 

I learning a foreign language 
(Chinese/German) 

I a specially designed 'Import 
Management' Course 

■ in-depth studies in products having 
export/import potential, as also in the 
region of specialisation chosen by the 
student in particular 

I a course on 'Entrepreneurship 
Development' in International 
Business 

■ study-cum-business tour (optional) to 
select countries of the region for 
testing negotiating skills and also for 
exploring employment prospects 
FIIB has its own highly qualified 

and experienced core faculty. It also 
draws experts from institutes such as 
the IIFT, Delhi University and JNU as 
also from among senior government 
officials and experts from trade and 
industry to act as course co-ordinators 
and guest faculty 

The institute is supported by Fortune 
International, a Star Trading House, and 
other export houses. FIIB enjoys 
advantage of its close links with the trade 
and industry which are directly involved 
in International Business. It has got a 
beautiful campus in picturesque 
surroundings in Bijwasan, New Delhi, 
with fully equipped library and computer 
centre. 

FilB's PGDBM programme has been 
recognised by the AICTE as equivalent to 
the MBA degree. It covers 30 courses, each 
having an average of 30 sessions. The 
Foundation Stream (July-December 

1998) , the Focused Stream (January- 
April 1999), Summer Training (May- 
June 1999), Consolidation Stream (July 

1999) , Launching Stream (January 2000) 
and Placement (January-February 


2000 ). 

During semesters III and IV, the 
student has to choose elective majors in 
the following areas; Regional Studies, 
Product-Oriented Studies, Foreign 
Language, Import Management, 
Entrepreneurship in International 
Business and Study of Multinational 
Corporations. Students are also exposed 
to the ambience of shop-floor activity- 
during the course of the programme. 
Visits to national organisations are 
undertaken, su:h as the Exim Bank, 
custom clearing houses, RBI, foreign 
exchange dealers, India Trade Promotion 
I Organisation, seaports, shipping 
1 companies Fjec Trade Zones and others, 

: in Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai. 

During June and July, students are 
attached for six to eight weeks of practical 
training to various export/trading houses 
to understand details of international 
business in operations. Computer training 
is also imparted. Students ran also go 
abroad for a business-cum-study tour, 
j They carry samples of prcxiucts which they 
i select for marketing. They can use the 
opport'initv to find employment abroad, 
i Admission to FIIB is through the 
I Management Aptitude Test (MAT) 

I conducted by AIM A. For NRIs, a GMAT 
i score ot 550 is required. The eligibility 
! lor applying is graduation in any 
! discipline 

i Many reputed companies come to 
FIIB for campus recruitment and the first 
batch has been w'cli-placed with leading 
industrial houses. The Diiector, Students 
Affairs, works with the students in 
preparation of resume, training in 
! interviewing techniques and points out 
i career opportunities. The institute 
provides employment assistance and 
referrals to all students. 

For more information; Fortune 
Institute of International Business, Krishna 
j Farms, G-22, Shahi Road, Bijwasan, New 
i Delhi - 110 061. 
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Match the companies with their CEOs. 


Company 

Cliilirnian/Cn) 

1. ABB ‘ 

1. Ratan Tata 

2. ACC 

2. Dhirubhai Ambani 

3. Apollo Tyres 

3. Kumar Mangalam 
Birla 

4. Arvind Mills 

4. Keshub Mahindra 

5. Asian Paints 

5. Rahul Bajaj 

6. Bajaj Auto 

6. Keki Dadiseth 

7. Bajaj Tempo 

7. S.D. Kulkarni 

8. Ballarpur 

8. Y.C. Deveshwar 

Industries 

9. Blow Plast 

9. Shashi Ruia 

10. Bombay 

10. lamshcd ]. Irani 

Dyeing 

11, BPL 

11. PS. Mistry 

12. Britannia 

12. A.C. Muthiah 

Industries 

13. Cadbury 

13. VenugopalN.Dhoot 

India 

14. Castrol 

14. Rajan Nanda 

15. Ccat 

15. L.M. Thapar 

16. Cipla 

16. M.L. Mittal 

17. Colgate 

17. Azim H. Premji 

Palmolive 

18. Dabur 

18. K.N. Shenoy 

19. Daewoo 

19. Ajit G. Nambiar 

20. DCM Sriram 20. Onkar Singh 

Lidustries 

Kanwar 

21. Duncan 

21. Par\'inder Singh 

22. Dunlop 

22. Harsh Vardhan 
Goenka 

23. Eas* India 

23 Ratan Jindal 

Hotels 

24. Eicher 

24. Arvind N. Laibhei 

25. EID Parry 

25. M.M. Thapar 

26. Escorts 

26. K.M. Mammen 
Mappillai 

27. Essar 

27. S.M Datta 

28. Godrej Soaps 28, Viren J. Shah 

29. Grasim 

29. G.P, Goenka 

30. HCl. 

30. BrijmohanL. Munjal 

31. HDFC Bank 

31. M.V. Subbiah 

32. Hero Honda 

32. Karsanbhai K. Patel 

33. Hindalco 

33. M.S. Verma 

34. Hindustan 

34. G.P. Gupta 

Lever 
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35. ICICI 

35. DeepakParekh 

36. IDBI 

36.P.V.Narasimhan 

37. IFCI 

37. Arvind Pande 

38. Indian Hotels 

38. Bikash Chandra 


Bora 

39. Indian Rayon 

39. Ashwin C. 


Choksey 

40. Ispat Industries 

40. Abhay Firodia 

41. ITC 

41. Dilip G. 


Piramal 

42. JCT 

42. Nusli Wadia 

43. Jindal Strips 

43. Nusli Wadia 

44. Kinetic 

44. C.Y. Pal 

Engineering 


45. Larsen and 

45. Y.K. Hameid 

Toubro 


46. Mahindra and 

46. S.A. Lister 

Mahindra 


47. McDowell 

47. M.R. Chhabria 

48. Modi Rubber 

48. V.C. Burman 

49. MRF 

49. Bansi Dhar 

50. Mukand 

50. S.K. Bhargava 

51, Nestle 

51. S.H. Park 

52. Nirma 

52. Shiv Nadar 

53. ONGC 

53. S.P. Godrej 

54. Philips 

54. M.S. Oberoi 

55. Ranbaxy 

55. D.N. Ghosh 

56. Raymonds 

56. A.R. Aga 

57 Reliance 

57. Ratan Tata 

58. SAIL 

58. Vijay Mallya 

59. SPIC 

59. Arim Firodia 

60. State Bank 

60.Ki]marMangalam 

of India 

Kila 

61. Tate Exports 

61. Syamal Gupta 

62. Tata Steel 

62 KumarMangalam 


Krla 

63. Telco 

63. Vijaypat 


Singhania 

64. Thermax 

64. C. Donati 

65. Videocon 

65. B.K. Modi 

66. Wipro 

66. K.V. Kamath 

ANSWERS 

1. 18 2. 11 

3. 20 

4. 24 5. 39 

6. 5 

7. 40 8. 15 

9. 41 


10. 

42/43 

11. 

19 

12. 

42/43' 

13. 

44 

14. 

27 

15. 

22 

16. 

45 

17. 

46 

18. 

48 

19. 

51 

20. 

49 

21. 

29 

22. 

47 

23. 

54 

24. 

50 

25. 

31 

26. 

14 

27. 

9 

28. 

53 

29. 

3/60/62 30. 

52 

31. 

35 

32. 

30 



33. 

3/60/62 

34. 

6 

35. 

66 

36. 

34 

37. 

36 

38. 

57 ■ 

39. 

3/62 

40. 

16 

41. 

8 

42. 

25 

43. 

23 

44. 

59 

45. 

7 

46. 

4 

47. 

58 

48. 

65 

49. 

26 

50. 

28 

51. 

64 

52. 

32 

53. 

38 

54. 

55 

55. 

21 

56. 

63 

57. 

2 

58. 

37 

59. 

12 

60. 

33 

61. 

61 

62. 

10 

63. 

1 

64. 

56 

65. 

13 

66. 

17 






1. Which ind ustry has been delicensed 
recently by the government? 

a) electronics h) software 

c) sugar d) coal 

2. Which is the fastest growing 
company in the consumer durable 
segment? 

a) BPL b) Videocon 

f) Whirlpool 

d) Baron International 

3. Name the person who has 
revolutionised the electronics market in 
India? 

a) K. Mulchandani 

b) B.P. Nambiar 

c) S.P. Godrej 

d) Shiv Nadar 

4. What is Evergreen Fund? 

a) A fund that provides capital for 
new compaiues 

b) A fund tlut is self-renewing 

c) A fund that is set up for 
environment regeneration 

<0 none of the above 

5. Which famous newsmagazine in 
' the US is owned by the Washington Post 
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company? 

a) Tune b) Fortune 

c) USA Today d) Newsweek 

6. What is a Yankee Bond? I 

fl) A bond issued in North-West I 

America 

b) A bond issued in USA by a foreign { 
borrower 

c) A bond for international expansion , 

d) none of the above 

7. What is a Slush Fund? 

a) A fund for bribery and corruption 

b) A fund for political donations j 

c) A fund for discreet payments to i 

influential people ! 

d) none of the above 

8. Which city is known as Silicon ! 

Valley of India? ■ 

a) Bangalore b) Mumbai I 

c) Hyderabad d) Chennai i 

9. What is the meaning of limited I 

liability? j 

a) the liability of the employees is I 
limited and they cannot be ! 
prosecuted 

b) the liability of the shareholder is 
limited only to the unpaid value of 
the share 

c) the liability of the owners is greater 

than that of the shareholders 

d) none of the above 

10. What is laissez faire? 

a) non-interference of the govern- | 

ment in economic affairs i 

b) "let the buyer beware" 

c) "everything remaining equal" 

d) none of the above 

11. What is centralisation? i 

a) companies having one head- i 
quarters 

b) centralisation of decision-making ; 
powers in a company 

c) having a federal structure | 

' d) none of the above j 

12. What is zero base budgeting? i 
fl) Making a budget keeping the j 

historical data into account | 

b) Making a budget with base zero ; 

c) Making the budget from zero year | 

d) Making a budget where variances ! 
are zero 

13. Which industry leader has recently 
celebrated his 100th birthday? 

fl)S.P. Godrej fc)G.D.Birla 

e) M.S. Oberoi d) S.S. Ruia 


14. Which State has abolished octroi | 

from August 1,1998? I 

(?) Haryana b) Punjab 

c) Rajasthan ! 

d) Himachal Pradesh 

15. Which bank has been adjudged to . 
be the best bank for 1998 by Euromoney? ■ 

a) Hong Kong Bank 
h) State Bank of India 

c) HDFC Bank 

d) ANZ Grindlays j 

16. What is the name of the small car i 

to be launched by Tata? i 

a) Mint b) Indica | 

c) Mercart d) Tata ■ 

Q. Nos. 17-19 refer to Fortune 500, the | 
list of the world's largest corporations { 
published recently. | 

17. Which company is the world's ! 

largest corporation and heads the list of j 
Fortune 500? | 

a) General Motors h) Mitsubishi | 

c) Microsoft d) Mitsui ! 

18. Ranked at no. 287, which is the j 

only Indian company to have figured in j 
the list of Fortune 500? I 

fl) Hindustan Lever i 

b) Reliance ' 

c) Telco d) Indian Oil | 

19. Of the largest corporations, which ; 
of the following has the maximum number 1 
of employees? 

fl) General Motors 
h) US Postal Ser\'ice 
c) Unilever 
(/) Toyota 

20. Which is the largest bank in the ' 
world, in terms of revenues? 

fl) American Express 

b) Deutsche Bank 

c) Credit Suisse 

d) Lloyds 

21. In which cities does MTNL want , 
to start mobile phone serv'ice? 

fll Bangalore and New Delhi 

h) New Delhi and Mumbai I 

c) Bangalore and Mumbai | 

d) Chennai and Bangalore ' 

22. Hyundai is a MNC from which ; 
country? 

fl) Japan 6)5. Korea 

c) Taiwan d) Tliailand I 

Q. Nos. 23-25 relate to the Survey of | 
India's most valuable companies published ^ 
recently. 


23. Which is the most valuable PSU, 'j 
according to the Survey of India's most ?! 
valuable companies’ 

fl) Indian Oil />) SAIL 

b) BHF.I. li) ONGC 

24. Which is India's most valuable 
company? 

(i) Hinilu'.l.in I.ever 
/’) lelco 

I) Reliance d) Indian (.lil 

25. Based on sales and profits, which 
company is the largest Indian company? 

fl) Hindustan Lever fi) Telco 

c) Reliance d) liidian Oil 

26. Name the world's largest direct 
selling company manufacturing cosmetics^ 
for women. 

fl) Avon b) Revlon 

c) Elizabeth Arden 
(/) none of the above 

27. Which company has launched 
Legend scooters? 

fl) LML b) Bajaj 

i) Kinetic d) TVS 

28. Which company has acquired 
Captain Cook brand? 

fl) DCW Home Products 

b) Hindustan Levers 

c) Corn Products Co 

d) none ot the above 

29. What ari' 'A' shares? 
n) preference shares 

b) shares with restricted or no voting 
rights 

c) shares with voiing rights 

d) shares w hi h are sold first 
?.0. What is 'churn'? 

a) to buy and sell shares frequently 

b) a kind of a broker 

c) a container which outstanding 
shares are stored 

d) none of the above 


ANSWERS 


1. C) 

2. d) 

.3. fl) 

4. fl) 

5. d) 

6. h) 

7. c) 

8. fl) 

9. b) 

10. fl) 

11. b) 

12. W 

13. c) 

14. f) 

15. d) 

16. c) 

17. fl) 

18. d) 

19. b) 

20. c) 

21. b) 

22. b) 

23. d) 

24. fl) 

25. c) 

26. fl) 

27. b) 

28. f) 

29. 6) 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examina- 
tions and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well 
in advance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess 
their own suitability and that of the institute before applying—this 
feature is not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Correspondence Courses 

Diploma in Export Management (4 months)— Eligibility; 
Class 12. Apply to: Indian Institute of Export Management, PB 
No. 7531, 1953(1) 9th Cross, 4th Main, New Thippasandra PO, 
Bangalore - 560 075 with a self-addressed envelope. 

Engineering 

1 . Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE-99)— To 

be lield on February 14.1999. Eligibility: B.E.. B.Sc or integrated 
Master's Degree. Last date: November 20.1998. Form available 
at SBI branches or apply to; Chairman, GATE, lISc Bangalore - 
560 012 or IITs at Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur Kharagpur, Chennai, 
with a DD for Rs 800. 

2. Common Entrance Examination for Design (CEED- 
99)— Eligibility; Bachelor's degree in Engineering, Architecture 
or Fine Arts. Examination Date: February 7, 1999. Last date; 
November 20, 1998. Apply to; Chairman, GATE, IIT Bombay, 
Powai, Mumbai - 400 076 with a DD for Rs 200. 

Forestry 

Post Graduate Programme in Forestry Management (2 

years)-Eligibility Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% marks. 
Written tesf CAT on December 13. Last date: November 30, 
1998. Apply to- Coordinator. PFM Admissions, Indian institute of 
Forest Management. Post Box No. 335, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal - 
462 003 with a DD for Rs 400. Also apply to CAT. 

Management 

1. PG Programme in Rurai Management (2 years)— Eli¬ 
gibility; Graduate with minimum 50% marks. Written test; Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1998. Last date: November 13,1998. Apply to: Admissions 
Co-ordinator, institute of Rural Management, Post Box No 60, 
Anand - 388 001 with three 8x10 cm self-addressed slips. 

2. Master of Management—Eligibility: Bachelor's degree in 
engineering with first class or PG degree in science with first 
class. Written test; December 19,1998. Last date; November 6, 
1998. Apply to: Admissions Coordinator, School of Management, 
IIT Borpbay, Powai, Mumbai - 400 076 with a DD for Rs 700. 


3. PG Programmes in Business Management/Personnel 
Management— Eligibility; Bachelor’s degree with minimum 50% 
marks. For part-time programmes, a two-year experience is re¬ 
quired. Written test; January 3,1999. Last date: November 30, 
1998. Apply to: Admissions Coordinator, XLRI, CH Area (E), 
Jamshedpur - 831 001 with a DD for Rs 600. 

4. Masters Programme in International Business— Eligi¬ 
bility; Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% marks. Written test: 
January 17, 1999. Last date: November 9, 1998. Apply on the 
prescribed format to; Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (11^ B-2T, 
Qutab Institutional Area, NewDelhi- 110016withaDDforRs 100. 

5. Management Aptitude Test (MAT)— To be held on De¬ 
cember 6,1998. Last date; November 8,1998. Apply to: All India 
Management Association (AIMA), Management House, 14 In¬ 
stitutional Area Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110 003 with a DD for 
Rs 400. Forms also available at lOB branches. 

6. PGDM— Eligibility: Graduation. Written test; CAT on De¬ 
cember 13. Apply to; Amity Business School, PB 503, Sector 44. 
Noida, UP with a DD for Rs 650. Also apply to CAT. 

7. Master of Finance and Controi (MFC)— Eligibility; Gradu¬ 
ation with minimum 507o marks. Written test: February 7,1999. Last 
date: December 14,1998. Apply to; Admissions Coordinator, De¬ 
partment of Financial Studies. University of Delhi South Campus, 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi - 110 021 with a DD for Rs 300. 

8. MBA/MBA in Pubiic Systems Management— Eligibility: 
Graduation with minimum 50% marks for arts. 55% for sciences 
and 60% for maths. Written test: January 10, 1999. Last date; 
November 30, 1998. Forms available in SBI branches or apply 
to: Faculty of Management Studies (FMS), University of Delhi, 
Delhi - 110 007 with a DD for Rs 500. 

9. MBA— Eligibilitv; Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: January 31,1999. Last date: January 8.1999.ApDly 
to: Admissions Chairman, Bharathidasan Institute of Manage¬ 
ment, Post Box No. 12, BHEL Complex, Tiruchirapalli - 620 014 
with a DD for Rs 700. 

10. Post Graduate Programme in Management— Eligibil¬ 
ity; Graduate in any discipline. Written test; January 17, 1999. 
Last date: December 7,1998. Application form available at In¬ 
dian Bank branches or write to: SP Jain Institute of Management 
and Research. Munshi Nagar, Dadabhai Road, Andheri (W), 
Mumbai - 400 058 with a DD for Rs 725. 

11. Post Graduate Programme in Industrial Manage¬ 
ment-Eligibility: First class bachelor’s degree in engineering. 
Written test; January 24,1999. Last date: December 21,1998. 
Apply to: Assistant Registrar (Academic), NITIE, Vihar Lake, 
Mumbai - 400 087 with a DO for Rs 600. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 


NowemlHH': Befdra and ARw I 


Before Independence 
Predominant in the long array of events 
which took place during the months of 
November in the pre-independence 
history of India include, arrival of 
Annie Besant on her first visit to India 
on November 16,1893; Kanailal Dutt 
becoming one of the earliest Martyrs for 
Indian ft^om on November 10,1908; 
Lord Hardinge succeeding Lord Minto 
as Viceroy of India on November 22, 
1910; organisation of Gadar Party in San 
Francisco on November 1,1913; starting 
of Non-Brahmin movement on 
November 20,1916; British Cabinet's 
announcement on the setting up of a 
Reforms Commission under the 
chairmanship of John Simon on 
November 8,1927; Subhash Chandra 
Bose's election as President of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
on November 21,1927; commencement 
of First Round Table Conference at 
London on November 15,1930 and 
begiiming of I.N.A. Court Martial in 
Red Fort on November 5,1945. 

In this section we shall focus on Mahatma 
(^aiKlhi's record arrests of 1913's, and 
Civil Disobedience. 

Record Arrests 

In South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi 
created a sort of record on being 
arrested and rearrested three times 
during a period of four days in 
November 1913. Firstly, on November 6, 
1913, Gandhiji was arrested at Palmford 
while he was leading the 'great march' 
from Charlestown. It was a march to 
demonstrate against the breach of 
Botha-Smuts pledge. He was released 
on bail furnished by Kellenbach. While 
marchers had continued their journey, 
the next day Gandhiji was released on 
bail. And after travelling by motor, 
Catrdhiji joiired the marchm. Then, at 
Standerton, he was again arrested and 
released on recognizances of $ 50. Later, 
on November 9, charged with inducing 


strike, Gandhiji was arrested at 
Teakworth. It was Gandhiji's sixth and 
last arrest in South Africa. 

Civil Disobedience 
The All India Congress Conunittee, in 
its meeting at Delhi on November 4 
and 5,1921, authorised 'every province 
on its own responsibility, to undertake 
Civil Disobedience including non¬ 
payment of taxes'. For this, conditions 
were that in the event of Civil 
Disobedience the individual must know 
I hand-spinning and must have 
{ completely fulfilled that part of the 
programme which is applicable to him 
or her, for example, he or she must have 
entirely discarded the use of foreign cloth 
and adopted only hand-spun or hand- 
woven garments; must be believt-r in 
j Hindu-Muslim unity; must believe in 
non-violence as absolutely essential for 
the redress of Khilafat and Pui^ab wrongs 
and the attainment of Swaraj. 

• After Independence 
I Some of the celebrated events of the 
j months of November in the post- 
: independence history of India include, 
Constituent A.ssembly approving the 
: Indian Constitution on November 26, 

1 1949; French Government transferring 
i Pondicherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam 
I to India on November 1,1954; formation 
of Haryana and Union Territory of 
Grandigarh on November 1,1966; 
demonstration of Colour Television 
transmission from an exhibition studio at 
the lAagati Maidan, New Delhi, on 
November 17,1981; commissioning of 
India's highest TV tower at Peetampura, 
New Delhi, on November 7,1988; by 
taking catcli of Hudson, Md. 
Azharuddin's becoming third cricketer in 
foe world to take lOU catches in one- 
dayers, on November 7,1996. 

In this section we shall focus on the 
developments in Indian Broadcasting 
and recap some of foe inaugurations in 


the months of November. 

Indian Broadcasting 
At the time of independence one of 
Saidar Patel's nuiin concerns as Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting was 
rapid expansion of All India Radio. To 
meet the immediate need of million of 
Punjabis who were coming over to Last 
Punjab as refugees, sotting up of 
Jalandhar radio station was accorded top 
priority. On November 1, 1947, the 
Jalandhar station was inaugurated in a 
small improvised building. Besides 
events like opening of Bangalore station 
(1955) or Inder Kumar Gujral taking over 
as Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting (1973), November is known 
for two millenniums in the Indian 
I broadcasting as well. First, launching of 
i Commercial Service on November 1, 

I 1%7 and, second, being coverage of 
I Ninth Asian Games from November 19, 

I 1982 to December 4, 1982, which bidia 
, undertixik at short notice. 

I Inauguration 

1 The months of November witnessed 
i some ep.'ich-making inaugurations. For 
instance, on November 1,1950, Dr 
^ Rajendra Prasad inaugurated the 
i Chittaranjan Locomotive Works. On 
I November 2, 1953, Dr S. 

Radhakhshnan, the then Vice-Pmsident, 
inaugurated the Institute' of Tcte- 
! Communication F.ngineering in New* 

I Delhi. Pi Nehru formally inaugurated 
i the Heavy Electrical f*lant at Bhopal on 
November 6,1960. On November 14, 
1969, the then President V.V Ciri 
inaugurated the Jawaharlal .Nehru 
University in New Deli\i. On November 
10,1979, the then President Sonjiva 
Reddy inaugurated India's First 
' International Trade Fair in New' Delhi. 
On November 8,1986, Rajiv Gandhi, 
the then Prime Minister, inaugurated 
coimtry's first National Cultural 
Festival, 'Apna Utsav’, at Delhi. 
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Imlan Ybudi and the Nmk 
N leniiiiin 


Y outh is both a Wiss and 
a blessing since the taste 
of pudding lies in its eating. 
Since times inunemorial, it is 
the youth that has been in the 
vanguard to draw the outlines 
and shape the contours and 
colours of human civilisation. 
Without exception, each age 
has witnessed the Herculean 
efforts that the youth put in to 
tame the turbulent rivers of 
trials and tribulations and 
registered vibrant victories 
over forces hostile, to progress 
and prosperity. 

If the youth during the 
French Revolution found itself 
in a heavenly state of 
existence, the Indian youth 
waiting to enter the new 
millennium (21st century) will 
be no less proud and 
privileged to play the robust 
role of chiseling and changing 
India's destiny for the better. 
Armed with vision and 
valour, vigour and vivacity, it 
was the Indian youth that had 
taken the bull bv the horns, 
challenged the mighty British 
Empire and did not rest till 
the Empire collapsed and 
finally disappeared from the 
map of the world. There is 
nothing under the sun that 
the Indian youth cannot 
accomplish once its imagi¬ 
nation is fired by causes 
dearer to its heart. But before 
it embarks upon the tanta¬ 
lising task of shoping India 


that fits into the global 
framework, it has to give up 
many an obsession like self- 
aggra-ndisement, blind 
aping of the West, career¬ 
hunting devoid of all other 
concerns and human consid¬ 
erations el al. 

Standing at the cross¬ 
roads, where both chances and 
challenges are staring, once 
again it is the Indian youth that 
is being looked upon to become 
the harbingers of rapid 
economic development, 
scientific and technological 
tenacity, socio-political har¬ 
mony and, above all, the 
paragon and paradigm of a 
new social order in the 21st 
century. Blessed with the 
pristine powers of head, heart 
and hands, the Indian youth 
can transform the face and fate 
of India by coordinating their 
physical, emotional and 
intellectual faculties. In the new 
millenmum, the Indian youth 
can render a yeoman's service 
to the country by fearlessly 
fighting against the filthy forces 
that have divided us in the 
name of caste, community or 
religion. In order to carve a no¬ 
ticeable niche for India, and to 
enable her to occupy its 
legitimate place among the co¬ 
mity of nations, the youth will 
have to rise above parochial 
sentiments, think and act like 
the torch-bearers of peace for 
all, progress for those at the 


lowest strata of society and for 
each and every region that 
makes India not only a land of 
'unity in diversity' but also a 
college of many colours and 
cultures. 

With more than fifty years 
of Independence behind, and 
the next century beckoning, 
India is going to make yet an¬ 
other tryst with destiny. When 
technological developments 
are changing the face of the 
world so rapidly, any country, 
much less a country of India's 
size, population and strategic 
importance, can Hardly react 
ostrich-like to the ongoing 
process. In the midst of 
stupendous strides in some 
areas of development or 
advancement, and an equally 
mind-boggling mire of misery 
and morbidity prevailing 
among masses, the role of 
Indian youth to reconcile these 
contradictions is going to be 
unique and unambiguous. 
Those in power may set the 
agenda for execution, but it 
will be the youth that will soil 
India through all weathers. 
The many deviations and 
distortions, like mass illiteracy 
and poverty, population 
explosion, dowry deaths, child 
marriages, rampant corrup¬ 
tion, criminalisation of politics, 
mindless imitation of the West 
and the like, that have caused 
many a scar on India's face, 
will have to be faced with guts 


and grit till they arc rectified 
or removed in the new nuUen- 
nium. 

"There is not to reason 
why but to do and die" and 
"miles to go before I sleep" 
will goad and guide the 
instincts, impulses and ideas 
of the Indian youth and no ex¬ 
cuse or alibi will come in their 
way to thwart their thoughts 
and actions. 

Undoubtedly if India is 
to insulate herself from 
natural calamities, the youth 
will have to give prime 
priority and preference to the 
preservation and protection 
of the grcen-cover that has 
been dwindling in size and 
quality over the years. Both 
poachers and cncroachers 
will have to be dealt with 
firmly so that oar flora and 
fauna do not fal; a victim to 
the greed of some. 

The Indian youth, 
inspired by idealism, moved 
by (new) ideas or innovations 
and motivated by scientific 
temper, will neither shirk their 
responsibilities nor ask what 
the country can do for them. 
Instead, they will re-dedicate 
themselves to the great causes 
and goals that lie ahead and 
chant with pride and pleasure 
'what they can do for the 
country' in the new millen¬ 
nium that is eager to usher in 
a new dawn of India's glory 
and greatness. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

GawiISluilesStiHn 

Expected Questions for forthcoming Mains Examination 


Q. 1. "The decision to go nuclear was a national misad- i 
venture." In light of this statement discuss pros and cons of ! 
India's decision to go nuclear. 

Ans. 1. India stunned the world when in May 1998 she con¬ 
ducted five underground nuclear tests in Pokhran While the 
timing of the tests is seriously questioned, the secrecy of so-called 
"Operation Shakti 98" took even the US intelligence agencies by 
surprise. Many have described it as an attempt by the government 
to gamer more public support with political motives, rather than 
any strategic reasons behind it. The initial euphoria, however, 
vanished soon with the announcement of the US, Japan and many 
other developed countries to slap economic sanctions. The edge 
gained over Pakistan also slipp^ away when, during tlie same 
month, Pakistan retaliated by conducting underground tests. j 

The decision of India to go 
nuclear has its plus and minus 
points. The pros arc as under: 

(<0 India is surrounded by 
Pakistan and China and both 
these countries are known to 
have nuclear weapons. While 
China is a known nuclear 
power, believed to have about 
500 nuclear warheads, 

Pakistan's covert nuclear capa- 
bilities were also known to the entire world. To counter the threat ; 
perception from these two neighbours it was essential to restore ! 
the balance of power and negotiate on e<]ual footing. j 

{&) The pressure of USA; as well as other western countries, j 
was mounting on India to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty i 
(CTBT). It was better to sign the CTBT after getting the status of | 
being a nuclear power, as was done by France and China. \ 

(c) The nuclear scientists had made progress in this regard ; 

long ago, but in absence of political clearance, it was not possible j 
for them to test their achievements and make any amends, if re- i 
quired. | 

(d) If India wants to become a world power in the years to j 
come, it must have Hie nuclear capability. No countiy can dream | 
of becoming a world power without having strategic str^gth of 1 
international standards. After becoming a nuclear weapon State, | 
India has now to achieve economic strength to get that status. 

(c) Nuclear testing has done every Indian proud. Even the 
Indians living abroad, including the NRIs, have felt that they be¬ 


long to a great nation called India. 

On the other hand, there is a darker side of the picture too. 
The disadvantages of nuclear testing are as under: 

(a) India has been singled out by the world community for 
condemnation. The principle of world peace cherished by our 
great leaders in the past was demolished and India was brandki 
as the villain of the peaep^ 

(b) While the problems of poverty and providing basic mini¬ 
mum services to the citizens is still a far cry, exorbitant expendi¬ 
ture on nuclear weapons clearly indicates the upside down 
priorities of the government. 

(c) It was apprehended that after nuclear tests, the USA as 
well as many other donor counh ies of the West would impose 

stringent economic sanctions 
on India. This aspect was over¬ 
looked by the government and 
no effort was made to gather 
support from the international 
community for her nuclear 
programme. 

(d) Threat perception 
which led Hie government to 
choose the said timings has not 
been made known to Hie citi¬ 
zens as well as to the interna¬ 
tional community. The decision to conduct nuclear tests, by an 
instable government within its first two months in office, clearly 
reflects that the tests were guided by the political motive of ga^ 
ncring support from euphoric populism. But, even this oojective 
has not been fulfilled. 

(e)Even after India's nuclear tests, India's military supe¬ 
riority over Pakistan and China is not proved. China already 
possesses much better military and nuclear capabilities than 
that of India. Pakistan, assured of Chinese support in case of 
a conflict with India, is no way behind India in nuclear capa¬ 
bilities. The temporary advantage was neutralised after Paki¬ 
stani tests. 

(/) I'he relations with China and Pakistan, which were taking 
a turn for better for past few years have taken an irreversible turn 
for the worse. 

(g) It is not posiiible for the Indian economy to grow rapidly 
under the shadow of nuclear tests. Sanctions by various countries 
and hesitant FDI augurs badly for the economy. 


Thif fcnliin' Iws been specially prepared to help the aspiring 
candidates of Civil Serviciv (Mains) examination hove an idea of 
type of questions that are asked in the General Studies paper and the 
way these questions are to he answered. This issue like previous tm 
issues incorporates topics which our experts feel might he asked in 
the forthcoming examination. 
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Q. 2. (d) What is CTBT? Should India sign it? What are 
the risks involved in signing this treaty? 

(h) What is going to be the effect of economic sanctions 
on Indian economy? What measures have been adopted by 
the government to tackle the problems arising out of the sanc¬ 
tions by the USA and other countries of the world? 

Ans. 2. (a) For years, India has been opposing the CTBT 
(Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty). Main grounds of India's 
opposition were its discriminatory provisions a^inst non-nuclear 
powers and its failure to ensure destruction of existing nuclear 
weapons available with the nuclear powers. After the conduct of 
nuclear tests by India, the issue of signing the CTBT has once 
again come to the fore. 

Apart from the definition of a nuclear weapon State in Ar- 
ticle-IX of the earstwhile NPT, clauses 1 and 4 of Article-Ill bind 
non-nuclear weapon States to accept International Atonuc Energy 
Agency (IAEA) safeguards and verifications over all peaceful 
nuclear facilities, with the purpose of preventing diversion of 
nuclear energy from peaceful uses to nuclear weapons or other 
explosive devices. These "safeguards" apply only to the non- 
nudear States, with no such obligation on part of those States 
who have already developed nuclear weapons or conducted 
nuclear explosions. CTBT also adopts similar clauses. Although 
CTBT was adopted by the UN General Assembly on Sept 10, 
19S^, it is yet to come into force. India and Pakistan are listed in 
the list of 44 countries who must sign the Treaty before it comes 
into force. 

A debate is once again on whether or not India should sign 
the CTBT. India has always been opposed to signing of NPT or 
CTBT. Though there is no material change in India's stand, yet, 
after the nuclear tests by India in May 1998, the issue has once 
again come alive. It was believed that after the explosions, India 
may agree to sign the CTBT with a view to turn some of world 
opinion in her favour. But the Pakistan's retaliation by conducting 
six nuclear tests has altered the position. Pakistan has rejected the 
idea of signing tlie CTBT. India had kept her options open but 
after pressure from the USA and considering Pakistan's stance, 
India has also hardened its stand and decided not to sign the 
CTBT unless the conditions considered necessary by India were 
not included. In view of the existing scenario, Indian stand ap¬ 
pear to be quite appropriate . 

Clause I of Article V of CTBT authorises the Conference to 
redress arul remedy any situation which contravenes the provi¬ 
sions of the Treaty, by resorting to tlie measures prescribed in 
clause 2 and 3. These clauses authorise the Conferc nee to restrict 
ot suspend the defaulting State from exercising its rights and privi¬ 
leges under the Treaty. India has already suBe^ a lot after nuclear 
tests, in the form of US-sponsored economic sanctions. Unless the 
clauses are eased and India is given the status of nuclear power 
State, it may not be in India's interest to sign the Treaty. These 
punitive clauses also provide for collective sanctions against the 
defaulters. The risk of collective, authorised and legitimate sanc¬ 
tions would continue to loom large over India, if she signs the 
CTBT without getting some amendments in it. 


Ans. 2. (b) One of the first reactions to Indian nuclear tesip 
from the USA was her decision to order economic sanctions against 
India. In addition, a few more counbries like Japan also followed 
suit and slapped sanctions on India's face. Main US sanctions 
include $ 1.17 billion in International Financial Institution (I|^ 
lending for India, prohibiting the US banks from extending loans 
and credits to the government of India, toughening the existing 
control for government military entiti^, termlnatir^ S 21 milliqn 
in economic development assistance, suspending $ 6 million green¬ 
house gas programme et^4n addition, the USA also decid^ that 
$ 500 inillion in pending financing in India will not go forward 
and Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) support 
worth $ 300 million per annum was alw suspended. Further, all 
military-related aid and credit was suspend^. 

Indian government had anticipated the reaction of the world. 
But, it is a fact that more than India getting affected by the US 
sanctions, the interests of the USA are likely to sufier. If India was 
looking for foreign investment for rapid economic development, 
the US companies and investors were targetting India as a high 
potential and lucrative market to expand their business. The ef¬ 
fects on inflation rate, export growth rate, foreign investment and 
Indian capital markets are already visible and Indian economy is 
passing fiuough a difficult phase. Indian economy is relatively 
more resilient and may cope up with the phase of sanctions in 
much better manner than the Pakistan economy, which is already 
in doldrums. The most important area for Indian economy is block¬ 
ing of institutional borrowing from the World Bank and the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund (IMF). To combat the situation, the 
government has already initiated certain measures. Playing the 
Swadeshi card, reliance is placed on anticipated higher level of 
investment by the Non-Resident Indians (NRIs). Moreoveii the 
government is trying to allure more investment from the coun¬ 
tries which have not imposed sanctions on India. Further, foreign 
I investment proposals arc being cleared by the government rap- 
1 idly. The government is also holding talks with the USA to exptore 
I the possibilities of lifting of sanctions in the event of India signing 
I the CTBT in near future. In any case, it is expected that sanctions 
are temporary in nature and may go in due course. 

Q. 3. What is FIFA World Cup? Give historical background 
of FIFA World Cup. Where and when was the first Worid Cup 
held and who won it? Also give details of the latest FIFA 
World Cup. 

Ans. 3. FIFA World Cup is associated with football and is 
awarded to the team which wins the world championship 
organised by FIFA every four years. It was in the year 1928 that 
FIFA decided to organise an international championship of soccer 
and the championship was planned to be organised in Ae form of 
a Worid Cup championship, to be played every 4 years by top 
football-playing countries of the world. The first championship 
was organised in Uruguay in the year 1930. 

The task of designing the trophy was assigned to a French 
sculptor named as Abel Lafleur. Lafleur created a 30-cmhighgold 
! statuette weighing 4 kgs. The trophy was named after die Aen 
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FIFAPi'esident and called Jules Rimet Cup. Jules Rimet remained 
aJ Ae hekn of affairs of FIFA from 1921 to 1954. The trophy was 
made 6f Sterling silver with gold plating. After the Jules Rimet 
Cup became Brazil's property in 1970, FIFA decided to replace it 
with fiFA World Cup. New trophy is 36 cm high and weighing 
4.97 kgs, is made of gold. Unlike the Jules Rimet Cup, the FIFA 
Cup cannot become anyone's property even after winning three 
titles artd remains permanently in the possession of the interna¬ 
tional'governing authority. The winner is given a replica which 
only has gold coating. 

First World Cup was held in Uruguay in 1930 in which 13 
teams participated. Final match was held Iretween Uruguay and 
Argentina and the hosts, after trailing 2-1 at the half-time, won 
the first World Cup 4-2. The latest FIFA World Cup was held in 
France during June-July 1998. In this 16th World Cup, 32 teams 
from all over the world participated and included four Asian teams. 
The event began with the opening match between Brazil and 
Scotland on June 10, which was watched live on TV by 37 million 
people worldwide. About 2.5 million spectators watched the 64 
matches of the World Cup at 10 venues. The final match took 
place on July 12 at Saint Denis between Brazil and hosts France. 
Against all expectations, France stunned 4-time holders Brazil, 3 
goals to rul, with skipper Zinedine Zidane scoring two brilliant 
goals. Defending chan^ions Brazil looked dejected throughout 
the match due to pre-match illness of their star player Ronaldo. 
The first-ever World Cup win for France resulted in euphoric 
celebrations all over the country. Brilliant striker Davor Suker, 
from exalted new-comer Croatia, won the golden boot by scoring 
maximum number of six goals in the championship. Croatia put 
up a brilliant performance by reaching the semi-finals in its first- 
ever entry in the World Cup. 


Q. 4. It is often stated that India should abandon the cu^ 
rently adopted Parliamentary system and adopt US-type of 
Presidential fonn of government. After discussing pros and 
cons of this suggestion, give your own views on the issue. 

Ans. 4. The past decade has been turbulent for Indian de¬ 
mocracy. Since 1984, Indian electorate have not given clear major¬ 
ity to any single political party. During the past nine years, India 
has witnessed four general elections. Coalitions have become the 
way of life and instability of successive governments has prompted 
many to consider whether India should review its existing system 
of parliamentary democracy. There are diverse views on this is¬ 
sue. There are many who strongly support this philosophy while 
the other school of thought is staunchly in favour of the existing 
system.' 

Those who advocate the switching over to the US-type of 
Presidential system argue that the country cannot afiord the cost 
ot elections after every now and then. Moreover, the present sys¬ 
tem of coalition government is resulting in unstable governments 
who are unable to do anything constructive and are mostly busy 
in planning their survival. In addition, the present system is en¬ 
couraging the growth of regional parties, giving rise to the prolif¬ 
eration of political parties and eiuiangering the umty and integrity 


of the country. The economic policies of the country are also ad- 1 
versely affected by the instable governments. 

The other school of thought, on the other hand, feels that the 
system which has survived for the last about five decades, camtot 
bo abandoned. The Supreme Court of India has held that no amend¬ 
ment can be carried out to the Constitution which alters the bask 
character of the Constitution. Snee parliamentary form of gov¬ 
ernment is the basic feature of our Constitution, even if the gov¬ 
ernment wants, it may not be allowed by the watch-dog of Indian 
Constitution to do so. It is also felt that unlm the of corrup¬ 
tion is rooted out of our system, the Presidential form of die gov¬ 
ernment would merely result in installation of irresponsibility md 
dictatorship. Would we be able to get a 'clean' President, is a moot 
question? Despite a series of unstable governments in India, dte 
present system and Indian democracy have come out as wiiutar 
and since the system as such has not cdlapsed, it would not be . 
advisable to blindly switeh over to a system which has never been 
tried out in the political history of the country. 

Considering the above, it does not appear logical that a sys¬ 
tem which has served our democracy for abnost half the century 
is abandoned in favour of a new system, suitability of which has 
not been tried in a multi-lingual and multi-religious country like 
ours. Indian ethos, its diversities, the administrative system and 
village system appear to be better suited to die parliamentary 
democracy. Moreover, even the USA is finding it difficult to have 
a smooth run of the government with the Presidential system. 
Since 1982, at least on nine occasions die US government has 
faced crisis when the Congress refused to endorse the budget and 
fiscal bills proposed by the President. As a result, (he government 
, was denied any funds for its routine ways and means. If such a 
system is adopted in India, such a situation is likely to occur more 
often than in the USA and the problem in India would be much 
more difficult to handle. Hence, it would be wrong to presume 
that the Presidential system would prove better for India. 

Q. 5. (a) What are the main features of the Dnft Ninth 
Five Year Plan? What are the projections on the front of pov¬ 
erty eradication? 

I (b) Comment on the recent decision to privatise die field of 
I oil exploration in India. Aiso give details of contracts concluded 
I by the government. Do you think that this decision would help 
India in s^ing the oil problem in the yean to come? 

Ans. ^ (a) In Marr h 1998, the Planning Commission finalised 
the draft Ninth Five Year Plan. The Plan document proposes a 
plan size of Rs 8,75,000 crore, which is about 51 per cent higlier 
than the actual expenditure incurred during the Eighth Five Year 
Plan. The document projects various growth rates and its features 
are as under: 

(i) The Plan Document projects the growth rate of the GDP at 
7 per cent, with anticipated industrial growth rate of 9.3 per cent, 
export growth rate of 14.5 per cent and import growtit rateof 12.2 
per cent. The primary sector is projected to grow at 4.2 pet cent 
during the plan peri^. 

{«■) The domestic savings are projected to grow at the rate of 
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26.2 per cent witli the rate of investment of 28..’^ per cent of the I 
GDP. j 

(Hi) Current account deficit is projected at 2.1 per cent of the | 
GDP The fiscal deficit is proposed to be brought down from 5 per | 
cent of the GDP in 1W-98 to .15 per cent of the GDP in the ! 
terminal year of the Plan. 

(jz») The Sectoral outlay for the agricultural sector is pegged j 
at 19.4 per cent, as against 26 per cent during the Pightli Plan, i 

(v) High priority has been accorded to infrastructure, with ■ 

energy sector getting 25.4 per cent and transprt getting 14.2 per : 
cent. i 

(vi) Science and Technology is to get 3 per cent of the outlay, j 

for the first lime. j 

(vii) Social sector has been allocated 20 7 per cent of the out- ! 

lay during the Ninth Plan. | 

(vHi) Poverty rate, which was projected to be 29.1 per cent ! 
during the beginning of the Plan, is to be brought down to 17.98 i 
per rent at the end of the Plan j 

So far as poverty eradication is concerned, the draft pre- ] 
diets the total poverty rate to come down from 19.18 per cent in 1 
1996-97 to 17.98 per cent in 2001-02 AD. Poverty rate in rural I 
areas is expected to come down from 30.55 pgr cent to 18.61 > 
during the plan, while the same in urban areas would come i 
down from 25.58 per cent to 16.46 per cent. The Planning Com- i 
mission has also proposed to amend the Lakdawala formula of | 
measuring poverty im State-level basis, rather than a national i 
poverty rate. A strategy has been worked out to ensure higher ! 
employment in the rural areas to ease pressure on land and j 
check migration to urban areas/^ ' 

Ans. 5. (li) After the independence, India has remained heavily i 
dependent on import of oil to meet its demands. After the v )NGC ■ 
was set up, hopes were raised with its several successes in oil j 
exploration. The initial promise of becoming self- dependent in 
production of oil was replaced by stagnation in oil production, i 
between 30 to 35 metric tonnes, after mid-eighties. Since then, ! 
while the production has remained almost stagnant, the domestic ; 
consiunption has increased by leaps and bounds. As a result, to- ■ 
day the domestic prod uction is able to meet only about one-third j 
of the total demand and the country is heavily dependent on | 
import of crude oil. Under this background, the decision of the 
government to break the monopoly of the ONGC and privatise ■ 
the oil exploration field is a welcome move. During the past few ! 
years, China has also adopted the policy of privatisation ot oil ex- ' 
ploration and has reaped a rich harvest. As a result, the oil deficient 1 
China has not only become self-reliant in production of crude oil, ' 
but has also become an exporter of this product. With the Same ’ 
policy, if India is also successful, it would .solve many of its external ! 
sector problems. I 

The government of India has already awarded six oil blocks, | 
covering an area of 20,970 sq km, for exploration to seven national ! 
and global nil firms. It was also declartxi that 12 more blocks i 
would be awarded to the private explorers soon. These six explo- ! 
ration bkx'ks are spread over Raja.sthan, Gujarat, Eastern Coast, | 
Gulf of Cambay, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The investment | 


in these six blocks is expected to be about $ 20 million. In all, 18 
blocks w'ere approved for award of contracts during 1994-96 and 
the government is running behind schedule in this regard. ONGC 
has joined hands with certain domestic and foreign parties in 
several cases to form consortiiuns and joint ventures in signing 
these contracts. Other oil companies like OIL have also teamed up 
with foreign partners. 

The decision to give the oil exploration to the private par¬ 
ties is a pragmatic decision and may result in solving the oil 
problem in India. The demand for oil in the year 2000 AD is 
expected to be 115 million tonnes, while domestic production at 
that time would be between 37 to 40 million tonnes. For the 
Ninth Plan period, the target of oil exploration has been raised 
by 100 per cent, which means that by the year 2002 AD, the 
domestic crude oil production should double, owing to the pri¬ 
vate oil exploration contracts awarded this year. As per one 
government communique, by the end of Ninth Five Year Plan, 
India Plans to stop imports of value added petroleum products, 
as some new refineries would be set up by then. Further, for 
increasing the domestic crude production, the ONGC would 
survey additional 32,000 sq km of the area during the Ninth 
Plan period. It is, therefore, expected that the new policy of 
privatising the oil exploration may solve the oil problem ot the 
country in a decade. 

Q. 6. What were the main causes of non-cooperation 
movement? Why it is also called the Khilafat? Why was it 
called off? 

Ans. 6. By the year 1919, Mahatma Gandhi had established 
himself as a leader of masses after the Champaran Satyagraha and 
Ahmedabad Mills case. Politically conscious Muslims were critical 
of the treatment meted out of the Ottoman or Turkish empire by 
Britain and its allies. Muslims also felt that the position of the Sultan 
of Turkey, who was regarded as a Caliph or the religious head of the 
Muslims, should not have been undermined. Soon a Khilafat Com- 
mitlc*c was formed and a countrywide agitation was organised 
Meanwhile, the Indian National Congress had demanded aniuil- 
ment of the obnoxious Rowlatt Act, which was opposed tooth and 
nail by all sections of Indian society. Another reason which trig¬ 
gered the non-cooperation movement, were the atrocities commit¬ 
ted on Hindus and Muslims in Punjab when in Artu'itsar, Hindus 
and Muslims were handcuffed together, forced to crawl together 
cuid drink the water togetlier. This official repression brought both 
the communities together. Moreover, subsequent constitutional re¬ 
forms of 1909 and 1919 had failed to satisfy the aspirations of the 
Indians. The Congress decided to launch a non-cooperation move¬ 
ment till Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were removed and the de¬ 
mand of Swaraj was met. 

Hie movement is also called the Khilafat movement, as the 
Khilafat Committee had decided to join hands with the Congress 
in non-cooperation with the government. Congress leaders viewed 
the Khilafat agitation as a golden opportunity to btipg Hindu.'' 
and Muslims together and adopted lOiilafat as part of-non-Coop- 
eration movement. Mahatma Gandhi declared in 1920 thalKhilafat 
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question overshadowed that of the constitutionaJ reforms and 
Punjab wrongs. He emerged as a prominent leader of the Khilafat 
movement. 

As part of the movement, people surrendered their titles 
and honorary offices. Gandhiji returned the title of Kaisar-hHind 
to the government. As part of the movement, people decided to 
boycott foreign goods, boycott elections to the councils, boycott 
the British Courts, withdraw their children from the govern¬ 
ment-run or aided schools and avoid government functions. The 
government came down heavily to suppress the movement. 
Certain violent incidents also took place. The worst happened at 
Chauri Chaura, a police station 15 miles from Gorakhpur in 
Uttar Pradesh in February, 1922. There the police opened fire on 
a mob of peasants. Later, the furious mob attacked the police¬ 
men and burnt the buildiitg, which resulted in death of 22 po¬ 
licemen, Disturbed by the incident, Mahatma Gandhi suspended 
the movement. Mahatma Gandhi was later arrested, charged 
with spreading dissatisfaction against the government and was 
imprisoned for six years. 

Q. 7. (a) State whether the following statements arc true 
or false. Give reasons for your answers. 

(/) 99 per cent of those who drink liquor die before reaching 
the age of 100 years. Therefore, drinking is bad for longevity. 

(li) The average income of a factory proprietor and the em¬ 
ployees is Rs 5000 per month. Therefore, the employees are being 
fabulously paid. 

(ill) In a report on consumer preterence it was given that of 
500 persons surveyed 410 preferred variety A, T80 preferred vari¬ 
ety B and 270 persons preferred both the varieties equally 

(b) The audited financial results of a Company for the 
years 1991-92 and 1992-93 are given below: 


1991-92 

1992-93 

(Rs III Mb) 

(Rs ill Mb) 

1873.80 

4383.08 

247.99 

505.04 

412.36 

730.48 

1091.29 

2797,50 

207.21 

645.14 

18,33 

10.00 


1. Income from operahoas 

2. Other Income 

3. Expenditure 

4. Interest paid 

5. Depreciation 

6. Provision for Taxes 


Calculate the net profits and their percentages of total 
income earned by the company in each year. 

Ans. 7. (rt) (i) The statement is false. No comparison has 
been given with those who do not take liquor and what per¬ 
centage out of them die before reaching the age of 100 years. 
Moreover, in such a comparison, generally, the average age 
should be taken as a landmark and not an exorbitantly high 
age like 100 years, by reaching which, 99 per cent of persons 
die in any case. 

(ii) The statement is wrong. Firstly, the average of Rs 5000 
per month cannot be considered to be a fabulous salary in 
modern times by any standards. Moreover, the average income 
includes the income of a proprietor, which may be extremely 
high, thereby distorting the average unduly. In addition, the 
distribution of the employees befwccn the workers and offic¬ 
ers/managers is not known and hence the given conclusion 
cannot be drawn. 

(i/i) The statement is wrong. While it is stated that 500 per¬ 
sons were surveyed, the total number of persons preferring vari¬ 
eties A, B or b{itli comes to lObO. 

Ans. 7. (b) For calculating the net profit for both the years, 
profit and loss account tor both the year.s has to be drawn as 
under: 



int for the year 1991-‘12 

Profit and 1 oss accoun 


Dr (Rs in lakh) 

Cr (Rs in lakh) 

Dr (Rs m lakh) 

Cl (Ks in lakh) 

To expenditure 412.36 

To interest 1091,29 

To Depreciation 207.21 

To provision 18..33 

for taxes 

To net profit 392.60 

Pv income from 1871.80 

operation 

By other income 24794 

To expenditurre 730.48 

To interest paid 2797.50 

To depreciation 645.14 

To provision for 10.00 

taxes 

To net prolit 705.00 

By income horn 4383,08 

operation 

By other income 505 04 

2121.79 

2121.79 

4888.12 

4888.12 


Hence the net profit for the year 1991-92 = Rs 392.60 lakhs 
Net profit for the year 1992-93 = Rs 705.00 lakhs 

Percentage of net profit to total income earned for 1991-92 = ^^^21.7^!^^ ~ ^ 
Percentage of net profit to total income earned for 1992-93 = ~ 
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luesdras M SocM and 
Eeonondc Prabtams 

R.B.I.S.B. (B-DR) Grade B (Main Exam) held on May 24,1998 


Q. IWte short notes: 

(a) Reservation Policy 

The caste system in India is a predomi¬ 
nant feature of the social structure of In¬ 
dia. It is known for controlling and defining 
all social, economic and political relation¬ 
ships for the individual. There has been a 
lot of debate on the reservation policy in 
' India. Pro- reservationists have argued that 
the superiority of the Brahmins and the 
other upper castes and the low social rank¬ 
ing of the backward castes and the shudras 
are ideas tooted in the Hindu scriptures. 
They fwl that members of the backward 
castes should be compensated for their age- 
old social handicap by giving them better 
representation, better opportunities and 
better facilities. Reservation policy, as a 
whole, is meant to fulfil a larger social 
purpose than merely to benefit a few indi¬ 
viduals. The larger purpose is to elevate 
individuals from historically disadvan¬ 
taged and exploited commimities to levels 
of high visibility where they serve as sym¬ 
bols of hope and of a new order. 

Pro-reservationists have also argued 
that to run the administration efficiently, 
one doesn't need to be a genius. Common 
intelligence is sufficient, if it is coupled with 
a high degree of honesty and capacity to 
take decisions. According to them, merit of 
an individual is the product of the socio¬ 
economic condition of one's family. The 
socio^onomic conditions of the backward 
castes have not improved. Therefore, they 
are entitled to reservation. Reservation 
doesn't lead to any decline in administra¬ 
tive efficiency. 

There are those who have, however 
pointed out that reservation must be on 
the basis of economic conditions and not 
on caste basis. They say that reservation 
creates a vested interest in perpetuating 
backwardness; it becomes a convenient tag 
whereby tnore and more sections of the 


community try to comer concessions avail¬ 
able. Moreover, the benefits do not perco¬ 
late down to the broad masses of SC/ST 
people and other backward communities. 
Therefore, only a tiny elite is created. This 
elite creates a gap between it and the less 
fortunate sections of its own community 
and apes the manners and life styles of the 
forward communities. 

This leads to a process called 
"Sanskritization". The whole rationale of 
reservations is that over a period of time, 
the backward communities should be given 
an opportunity to come upnf par with their 
more advanced brethren. Under the reser¬ 
vation policy, injustice is caused to many. 

No one would grudge certain reser¬ 
vations on the basis of economic factors, 
whereby automatically many of the back¬ 
ward castes and communities would Te 
helped. But to say that merit is virtually 
irrelevant and that, recruitment, promo¬ 
tions and higher education facilities will 
be available on the basis of three thousand 
and odd castes is strange. If reservation 
has to be maintained then there could be 
certain modifications in the scheme c.g. 
reservation could be limited to one gen¬ 
eration in a household; only one member 
of the family be allowed to avail of them; 
households with earnings above a certain 
level be excluded from the scheme or res¬ 
ervations should apply only to entry and 
not to promotions. 

(t) Coalition Government 

The term 'Coalition' as it is generally 
used in political science, is a direct descen¬ 
dant of the exigencies of a multi-party sys¬ 
tem in a demcKratic set up. It is said to be 
a phenomenon of a multi-party govern¬ 
ment where a number of minority parties 
join hands for the purpose of running the 
goveriunent. A coition is formed when 
many splinter groups in a House agree to 
join hands on a common platform by sink¬ 


ing their broad difierences and form a ma¬ 
jority in the House. 

The system of coalition has certain im¬ 
portant implications. Firstly, coalitions are 
formed for the sake of some reward mate¬ 
rial or psychic. Second, a coalition implies 
the existence of at least two partners. Third, 
the underlying principle of a coalition sys¬ 
tem stands on the simple fact of temporary 
conjunction of specific interest. Fourth, coa¬ 
lition politics is not a static but a dynamic 
affair as coalition players and groups dis¬ 
solve, and form new ones. Fifth, the key 
note of coalition politics Is compromise and 
a rigid dogma has no place in it. Sixth, a 
coalition government works on the basis 
of a minimum programme, which may not 
be ideal for each partner of the coalition. 
Seventh, pragmation and not ideology is 
the hallmark of coalition politics. Last, the 
purpose of a coalition adjustment is to seize 
power; it may seek to slake its claim foi 
the formation of a Ministry or lor pullin;; 
a Ministry down. 

Quite often—in India also—coalitions 
are formed to prevent a common enemy 
from capturing power. In this context, the 
coalescing parties Iraving ideological dit 
ferences are compelled to come to an un¬ 
derstanding, as they have to choose the 
lesser of the two evils. A coalition devoid 
of ideological moorings survives till the 
enemy is humbled. Once the euphoria vic¬ 
tory is over, differences come to the sur¬ 
face and the structure collapses like a pad 
of cards. If power is the only motive be¬ 
hind joining a coalition, realigniAent will 
be a regular feature. 

(c) Competitiveness of Indian banks 

The working of commercial banks 
over the years has been such tiiat it is not 
easy to vouch for their competitiveness. 
Commercial Banks in India are faced with 
many difficulties that affect their Competi¬ 
tiveness. Banking system in India ii'as such, 
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unbalanced in terms of development. There 

are only certain parts in the country where 
banking has been well-developed. More¬ 
over, the paid-up capital and reserves of 
most of the commercial banks in the pri¬ 
vate sector are inadequate, so much so that 
they cannoteven run theirbusmcsson prof¬ 
itable lines. 

The majority of the commercial banks 
in the country have invested a major pr- 
tion of their surplus funds in government 
securities, the reason being that the funds 
invested in such securities are not only safe, 
but also liquid in nature. The commercial 
banks have generally neglected to invest 
their funds in bills and hundis. 

Another hurdle in increased competi¬ 
tiveness of the Indian banks is that they 
generally have incomptent and inexperi¬ 
enced directors and an inefficient Bank 
staff. A majority of the directors have little 
training in the ^eory and practice of bank¬ 
ing. For example, most of these directors 
were in the habit of earning maximum 
profits through investment of bank funds 
in speculative activities. As a result, the 
banks were confronted with a series of cri¬ 
ses which gave a rude shock to public con¬ 
fidence in banking. 

The inefficiency of the bank staff also 
hinders any competitive feeling in the 
banks. Not only is the staff often found 
wanting in efficiency and competence, 
there is a lot of corruption also prevalent. 

Of late, the number of bank fra uds has 
been on the increase in our nationalised 
banks. This is a matter of serious concern 
both for the public as well as the govern¬ 
ment. 

Critics have pointed out that nation¬ 
alized banks have little decision-making 
pwer left with them. They merely func¬ 
tion as extensions of the Union Minrstry of 
Finance. By and large, commercial bank-s, 
in their functioning have not given much 
proof of their comptitiveness. 

(d) Status of women 

The status of women has been de¬ 
scribed by Linton as "the position of 
wonum as an individual in the social struc¬ 
ture defined by her designated rights and 
obligations." Status has also been defined 
as a woman's access to various resources— 
material (food, income, land etc.) and so¬ 
cial (knowledge, power, prestige). Status 


of women is usually measured both in 
absolute terms and relative to men. 

From 1971 onwards, there has been a 
marked change in the status of women. 
This is attributable to improvement in in¬ 
fant mortality, total fertility rate, gross re¬ 
production rate, child-woman ratio and 
life-expectancy. Various schemes under¬ 
taken for rural development also influ¬ 
enced such changes. Schemes initiated had 
dual effects—on the one hand, uplifting the 
socio-economic conditions of women and 
on the other hand, solving the problem of 
overpopulation. 

At present, tlie status of women is 
better than before. Women get reservation 
and priority in speial employment oppor¬ 
tunities and women seem to be making a 
mark in male-dominated areas like Defence 
Forces. In terms of access to material and 
social resources, women in India enjoy a 
better status than their counterparts in 
other South Asian and African countries. 
However, within India also, there are a 
number of variations. The overall female 
literacy rate being 39.29, variations present 
themselves as the rate being 86.2 pr cent 
in Kerala and 20.4 per cent in Rajasthan 

The problems faced by women are 
many—poverty, malnutrition, fenuale in¬ 
fanticide being the major ones. According 
to the UNDP Human Development Rcprl, 
India has a maternal mortality rate of 460 
(per lakh live birtli). The school enrolment 
ratio for women is only 46 (Male = 100) 
and the percentage of economically active 
girl children is 11. Moreover, the UNDP 
report ranks India 99th on a list of 1300 
countries for the GEM (Gender Empower¬ 
ment Measure) which reflects disparities 
between men and women. In India, women 
earn only 19 per cent of the national in¬ 
come because % per cent of them work iii 
the unorganised sector for low-pay or no¬ 
pay jobs. Women workers arc, by and large, 
an undervalued lot. The poorest families 
are most depndent on women's economic 
productivity and at least .35 per cent house¬ 
holds (mostly rural) are headed by women. 
In the agricultural sector, women's work 
goes unpaid and home-based workers are 
not covered under labour laws or the Fac¬ 
tories Act. The literacy rate for women re¬ 
mains lower than that for men. Thus, while 
the status of women has improved over 
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the years, a lot remains to be done. 

i 

Q. What lessons India can liiilh out 
of the recent South Cast Asisn eiiais? I 

Ans. The Asian financial is an 
importantexampleofhoW'afrisisl^eyen || 
the most successful developing economies p 
in the world. This has prompted the bug* | 
estfinancialbailoutsinhistory.1nfiKt,ffis 
the sharpest financial crisis to hit the 
veloping world since the 1982 debt crisis. . | 

The apparent culprits within Asia are j 
a corrupt and mismanaged banking sys- ' 
terns, lack of transparency in corporate 
governance and the shortcoming of State* < I 
managed capitalism. The crisis has also 
been a testament to the shortcomings of \. 
under-regulated international capital ihar* 
kets and their ability to aUocate global 
savings on a reliable ba.sis. 

The Asian crisis, in fact, was not an¬ 
ticipated by market participants. Every in¬ 
dicator sjtows this to be the case: market 
risk premia on loans to Asia remained low 
until the crisis erupted; flows of new loans 
remained strong in the months leading up 
to tlie crisis; credit-risk agency and invest- > 
ment bank projections remained optimis* i' 
tic until the crisis arrived; and IMF re\^ews 
of the region continued to paint a rosy pic- ^ 
ture. 

The key factor leading to the Asian 
crisis was a sharp increase in capital in- ; 
flows into East Asia, provoked by a combi- ^ 
nation of capital marlwt liberalisation in the ^ 
EastAsian developing countries; policies of 
pegged nominal exchange rates; low inter- f ■ 
est rates and expansionary credit in the US 
and Japan; and the Liberalisation of capital - 
outflows in the advanced economies. The 
large capital inflows had predictable conse- ; 
quenres: currency appreciation, a widen- 
ing current account deficit, a shift of ij 
production towards tradeable goods, a it 
sharp increase in credit in the bankmg sys- 
tem, and a shift in the bank financing to j, 
non-traded goods projects, especially real '-j 
estate. The capital inflows were used 
mainly for investment, ratlier than con- : 
sumption. Still, they increased tfip finan- 
cial fragility of capital-importing 
economies. 

The Asian countries, to overcome the 
crisis, are supposed to take the following 
i steps: emei^cy injections of capital in = 
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the banking sector; collective roll overs of 
short-term debt and their conversion into 
longer-term debt; conversions of debt to 
equity in highly leveragised enterprises 
such as the Korean Chaebol, and reform of 
the domestic financial system to make it 
more compatible with the international 
market place. IMF remedies of tight credit, 
bank closures, and fiscal tightening should 
be reconsidered under the current circum¬ 
stances, lest they add to the massive defla¬ 
tionary force now being felt by the East Asian 
economies. 

These lessons are relevant for Indian 
economic and financial policy. They include: 

■ The commitment to flexible exchange 
rates 

■ The commitment to capital adequacy 
standards even more stringent than the 
Basic Standards tiiough implemented 
gradually in order to avoid a sharp 
credit squeeze. 

■ Prudential control and limits on short¬ 
term capital inflows from abroad, es¬ 
pecially into the domestic banking sec¬ 
tor and other leveraged financial 
institutions. 

■ The general determination to avoid a 
reliance on short-term foreign capital, 
whether for the budget, public enter¬ 
prise, private enterprise, or the bank¬ 
ing system. This includes avoidance of 
over-reliance on the kind of NRI ac¬ 
counts that nearly caused a balance of 
payments crisis in IWl. 

■ The attraction of foreign branch banks 
into the domestic economy, to reduce 
the chances of a sudden cut off of lend¬ 
ing from foreign investors. 

■ Improved standards of financial mar¬ 
ket disclosure. 

■ The dev jlopment and strengthening of 

the non-banking sectors of the finan¬ 
cial system, in order to relieve the 
chances of a banking panic. 

■ Clear and appropriate standards tor 
deposit insurance. 

■ A redesign of IMF programmes, to re¬ 
flect realistic approaches to financial 
market crisis. 

Q. What is meant by Human Re¬ 
sources Development? Explain its im¬ 
portance in the context of education and 
health. 
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Ans. The concept of Human Resource 
Development has gained importance over 
the past few years. This recognition of the 
concept came about with realisation tliat 
the 'individual' or the human being was 
not being given due importance. There was 
an awareness that there was a need to 
emphasise on the overall development of 
human beings—their education, health, 
well-being. 

Human Resources Development is the 
process of increasing the knowledge, the 
skills and the capacities of all the people in 
a society. Human resources can be devel¬ 
oped in many ways. Firstly, by formal edu¬ 
cation. Second, through systematic or 
informal training programmes in employ¬ 
ing institutions i.c. "on the job" training. 
Thirdly, self-development as individuals 
seek to acquire greater knowledge, skills 
or capacities through preparation on their 
own initiative. HRD involves viewing 
population not just in terms of numbers 
but in term of its production capabilities. 
This is because in ultimate analysis, all 
production is transformation of inputs 
into output brought about by the labour 
force (manual, intellectual, management 
entrepreneur) with or without the ma¬ 
chines. Trained manpower can definitely 
enhance the productivity level of the 
country 

Education and health are considered 
important 'promoting' factors for an 
individual's performance in his work area. 
Education and health can be seen to be 
valuable to the freedom of a person in at 
least five distinct ways; 

(1) Intrinsic importance; Being edu¬ 
cated and healthy are valuable achieve¬ 
ments m tliemselves and the opportunity 
to have them can be of direct importance 
to a person’s effective freedom. 

(2) Instrumental personal roles: A 
person's education and health can help him 
or her to do many things—other than just 
being educated and healthy—that are also 
valuable. They can, for instance, be impor¬ 
tant for getting a job and more generally 
for making use of economic opportunities. 
The resulting expansion in incomes and 
economic means can, in turn, add to a 
person's freedom to achieve functionings 
that he or she values. 

(3) Instrumental social roles: Greater 




literacy and basic education can facilitate 
public discussion of social needs and en¬ 
courage informed collective demands (e.g. 
for health care and social security); these 
in turn can help expand the facilities that 
the public enjoys, and contribute to the 
better utilization of the available services. 

(4) Instrumental process roles: The 
process of schooling can have benefits even 
aside from its explicitly aimed objectives, 
namely formal education. For example, tire 
incidence of child labour is intimately con¬ 
nected with non-schooling of children. 
Schooling also brings young people in 
touch with others and thereby broadens 
their horizons, and this can be particularly 
important for young girls. 

(5) Empowerment and distribu¬ 
tive roles: Greater literacy and educa¬ 
tional achievements of disadvantaged 
groups can increase their ability to re¬ 
sist oppression, to organise politically, 
and to gel a fairer deal. Better educa¬ 
tion also helps in reduction of gender- 
based inequalities. 

The important thing is that these in¬ 
fluences not only work for the person who 
receives education or health care. There 
«iuld also be interpersonal effects. One 
person's educational ability can be of use 
to anotlier and ultimately the entire com¬ 
munity may develop. 

Through these various interconnec¬ 
tions, there can be a lot of political gam 
also For example, a community may ben¬ 
efit generally from the civic attention it 
receives through the educated activism of 
a particular group within that community. 
There can be similar interconnections in 
matters of health. Expansion of health and 
education can have influences that go 
much beyond the immediate personal 
effects. 

Education and Health can contribute 
in a major way in improving the quality of 
'human beings' in their capacity as 're¬ 
sources' for any productive organisation. 
The whole emphasis, therefore, is on im¬ 
proving the qualitative status of human 
beings. The iihportance of education and 
health is undoubtable in this context. They 
contribute towards improving the mental 
and physical well-being of human beings, 
which in turn improves the quality of indi¬ 
viduals. 
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Model Paragraphs 


'The existence of poverty is proof 
of man's failure." 

Religions may extol the virtues of 
poverty and convince the poor that they 
are the blessed ones to tread this earth. 
Ixwking at the ground realities and the 
pitiless plight of the poor, one can't help 
coming to the conclusion that poverty is 
a curse and the poor are the most vul¬ 
nerable creatures of this world. Man, 
with his intelligence, ingenuity and 
intuition, has conquered space and put 
his foot on the moon, but the powers at 
his command have miserably failed to 
obliterate the taunting and teasing traces 
of poverty that continue to afflict vast 
areas of the globe. Gifted with copious 
capabilities, man has failed to deliver the 
gwds as far as the scourge of poverty i.-. 
concerned. His scintillating successes in 
varied walks of life pale into insignifi¬ 
cance when he finds himself confronting 
poverty on a massive scale. His role to 
improve the lot of the poor across the 
length and breadth of this planet is a 
palpable proof of his failure as an ear¬ 
nest agent of poverty alleviation. The 
existence of pounding poverty mocks at 
man's intentions and actions. The irony 
ol Ins failure becomes all the more 
poignant and painful when he finds 
himself caught between the arms race 
demanding billions and the removal of 
poverty occupying a secondary place in 
his calculations. 

"Chanrts strike the sight but merit 
wins the soul." 

There are certain beauties that 
captivate human attention and create a 
sensation on other senses too, though 
flying and fleeting in experience. There 
are intrinsic merits of a person, like 
compassion, selfless service, high think¬ 
ing and noble living el al, that stir and 


win human soul. There is no denying j 

the fact that human sight and other ; 

i senses are impressed by the charms that | 
I are physical in nature and nuance and | 
j provide momentary feast of colours and : 
; variety of rapture. But inside the human | 
! personality the custodian of our exist- i 
I ence and Ae watch dog of our character 1 
i is our soul that is not easily swayed by 
I things worldly and temporal. Like a 
j hard taskmaster, it is always after 
' excellence that only meritorious head, 
i hand and heart can provide. It is 
! pleased only when goodness manifests 
] itself through human thoughts and 
' actions. In order to stir and stimulate 
! human soul, no short cut carries convic- 
: tion, but only sustained struggle and a 
sense of dedication to a cause can win 
I its appreciation and appmval. Thrill is 
j for the senses like sight and touch but 
subriety and subtle satisfaction are the 
■ expressions ot soul al peace. 

: "The fruits of sin are sour." 

* Human beings ought to be familiar 
with the outcome of all sinf^il life that 
i results in natural nemesis. It we sow 
; wind, we are bound to reap the whirl¬ 
wind, which is both harrowing and 
! horrible. Those who commit sins in 
their lives and yet boast of their 
' misdemeanour, suffer the pricks of 
; conscience and go thrc'ugh the night- 
I mares of hallucinations and hellish 
! howling. T.ven a person like Dr Faustus, 

! who could not help tailing into the 
! temptation of becoming a superman, 

! had to taste the bitter fruits of his 
! sinful acts and experience tlie nerve- 
I wrecking and soul-repenting aftermath. 

I The fruits ol sin are sour is valid 
I ohscr\'ation in more than one sense. 

! The consequences of a life full of foul 
! spots and questionable deeds are not 
! only corrosive in effect but also coer¬ 



cive in thoughtful moments, and restive 
when forced to bear or live with them. 
None in his or her senses should ever 
gloat and gloss over gross acts of moral 
turpitude. The end result of all mis- 
dei^s, born out of sins committed 
consciously aided and abetted by greed 
or arrogance or both, is the sad 
realisation in self-damnation and regret. 
A sin may be thrilling for a while, but 
I its long-term effects are sour in sum 
I and sordid in substance. 

I 

I "The gulf that once separated the 
: civilian population from the 
! military is virtually gone." 

Gone are the days when civilian 
population was spared the agony and 
anguish ot armed attacks or aerial 
; bombings. Now a davs, the axiom, 'all 1.1 
i fair in love and war', is practised with 
1 vengeance. The distinction bi'tw’cen 
; civilian areas and army barracks stands 
virtually erased in the modern method- 
ology of war and its strategics. In the 
I present world, where armed conflicts are 
: as much a part of our existence, civilian 
I population is equally .vulnerable to 
death and destruction like the armed 
I forces comprising infantry, navy and air¬ 
force. Sometimes, civilian population 
, sutlers casualties as a result ot hasty or 
I compulsive oft-loading of bombs or 
misdirected/misfired missiles. Quite 
often, civilian population is sub|Ctted to 
both extensive and intensu e bombing 
; with a view to creating panic and 
j forcing the 'pow'ers-that-bc' to surrender 
1 or agree to a highly unjust ceasefire. In 
. order to cripple the life line of an enemy 
; country, its civilian installations like 
I refineries, power-houses, dams, etc are 
i meticulously taigetcd. After the war is 
I over, what is left for the civilian popula- 
! tion is to mourn its dead and the 
: maimed. 
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DesGrtmiin lussiloiis 


Improving Civic Services 


Q-'^he civic services are in a 
shammes." Suggest three effective mea¬ 
sures to improve civic services in urban 
India. Say how the steps suggested by 
you would prove result-oriented. 

Ans. We cannot afford to wait for 
another plague-like situation to develop 
and stir our sensibilities and cajole our 
conscience to do something drastic and 
dramatic as far as the pathetic state of our 
civic affairs is concerned. The indifference 
that has overtaken our sense of responsi¬ 
bility towards others, and ourselves as well, 
needs to be got rid of without any further 
excuse. It is time now that both the public 
at large and the civic authorities gave up 
their apathetic attitude towards the fast de¬ 
teriorating civic services and took the fol¬ 
lowing measures seriously, to make our 
urban areas free from the heaps of garbage, 
choked drains and sewerage system, 
unpassable roads, increasing encroach¬ 
ments of municipal lands and the like 

The saying 'cleanliness is next to god¬ 
liness' should become a way o^ life and 
not just remam a hoarding put up at road- 
crossings. Co' ie are the days when keep¬ 
ing the towns and cities clean and 
worth-living was the sole responsibility 
of civic authorities. With these arm-chair 
authorities handicapped in many ways, 
people must come forward and lend a help 
ing hand to sa/ai karmcharis of municipal 
comntittees or corporations, in keeping their 
areas of habitats >n as frt*e from garbage, dirt, 
stagnant water , i ,j;, a^ pos.sib1e. Hie once 
all-meaningful rule of 'accountability" 
should be strictly enforced on municipal 
employees. 

Quick collection md disposal of gar¬ 
bage, removal of encroachments, de-si!t- 
ing of drains and sewerage pipes, should 
become a matter of daily action and not 
mere contemplation or futile deliberations 
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or discussions by our elected representa¬ 
tives on these bodies. It should be drilled 
into the minds of ail urban dwellers that 
the very survival of healthy life in urban 
areas would become a question mark if 
civic services are not improved on a war 
footing. Our callousness towards matters 
of our own existence can cost us dear. 

The use of plastic in many forms and 
polythene bags has become a part and 
parcel of our routine life. The problem 
arises only when they are discarded and 
thrown away, to be picked up either by 
rag-pickers or driven into the drains. Un¬ 
like paper or card-board, they rot but do 
not perish. Their disposal is a real chal¬ 
lenge. Ways and means should be found 
to minimise the harm that they cause to 
the urban life, once they become useless.^ 
The example of an enginecr/scientist who 
has recently shown how the discarded 
polythene bags can be gainfully used for 
metalling roads can be further explored 
and exploited. 

Banning trade union^ 

Q. If trade unions are banned or 
dispensed with all over the world what 
would happen? Give three important 
consequences if a situ.ition arises in 
future. 

Ans. Trade unions have played a very 
significant role in asserting the rights of 
workers, both in industrial imits and white 
colla* L'd establishments. Ever since Indus¬ 
trial Revolution began to change the con¬ 
tours of socio-economic and cultural 
canvas of the world, the emergence of trade 
unions and their growing clout became a 
reality which neither a ruling elite nor the 
industrial tycoons could afford to ignore. 
The slogan 'workers of the world unite to¬ 
gether ' became such a captivating coin that 
even the most powerful despots or dicta¬ 
tors had to acknowledge it. 'Ihe rule of the 


'prolebuiat' after dte Russian Revolution 
in 1917, bestowed not only a unique re¬ 
spectability to labour movement across the 
world, but also converted trade unions into 
other centres of power in nation States that 
were fast adopting industrialisation as the 
only raison d'etre of their relevance in the 
changing world. If under the compulsions 
of modern realities all trade unions across 
the globe are banned, the following coase- 
quences would follow. 

First of ail, atmosphere in work places, 
will improve dramatically with the threat 
of strikes or work stoppages becoming al¬ 
most negligible. Work culture that has be¬ 
come subordinated to wage-culture will 
begin to assert itself and the output, both 
in factories and other work places, will reg¬ 
ister an upward trend, boosting the econo¬ 
mies beyond expectations or even targets. 
The negative approach or bullying tactics 
that trade' union leaders liavr acquired will 
get a nose-dive and they will become irrel¬ 
evant and ineffective. 

The tendency to hold the societies to 
ransom and put the socio-economic life out 
of gear as a result of strikes, work stop¬ 
pages, handhs etc will become a thing ol 
the past. Man days lost during strikes will 
no longer taunt us about our irresponsible 
behaviour In short, work ethics will once 
again occupy the pride of place in various 
walks of life and production of goods and 
services will go up by leaps and bounds. 

No doubt banning trade unions will 
put a curb on the unreasonable demands 
of workers and clip the wings of their lead¬ 
ers, it will also give unbridled powers to 
industrial houses, trade and business mag¬ 
nates, governments and corporations to 
exploit the new' situation to the hilt and 
thus bring back those dark days when 
workers were not treated as human beings 
but as beasts of burdens. Any attempt to 
stifle the voice of workers and suppress 
thdr genuine grievances will put the clock 


back by three to four centuries and n ullif y 
all progressive measures adopted durine 
this period. 

Religitras/moial education in 
schools 

Q>4n view of gnnving materialism- 
cum-violence, compulsory religious/ 
moral education in schools is the dire 
need of the hour. Substantiate your views 
on the proposal based on knowledge, 
everyday happenings and experience. 

Ans. If the world at large is the stu¬ 
pendous stage where we, as grown up 
human beings, arc supposed to play our 
roles, homes and schools are the natural 
nurseries that mould our malleable minds 
as children and thus make imperishable 
impressions on our mental make-up. We 
used to learn the initial lessons of life at 
the feel of our parents/grand-parents and 
treat teachers as our ideals. But the way 
things arc moving today, both the family 
as well as social scenarios are undergoing 
far-reaching changes, that are likely to 
send very wrong signals to children in 
their must impressionable period of lives. 
Burdened as they are with the load of 
books on the one hand, and charmed by 
violence, vulgarity, glitter and glamour as 
being churned out by television and other 
visual media, on the other, children no 
longer find any interest in legendary he- 
rws, virtues in being obedient and orderly. 
Recent studies by child psychologists, and 
happenings like shoot-outs by some 
school-going American children and sui¬ 
cides by Japanese children over their poor 
performances, are highly revealing and 
disturbing. Nearer home, we find children 
becoming both assertive and agressive 
besides being more demanding and rest¬ 
less, for no obvious reasons. 

Too much consumerism and pamper¬ 
ing. and too little concern for other hu¬ 
man considerations like charity and 
compassion are playing havoc with the 
lives of children. The role of grand-moth- 
ws to influence—rather enlighten~the 
minds of children with religious stories 
and quotes from scriptures and epics is 
•ilmost absent in the nuclear families. It is 
high time that we introduced religious or 
moral (or, both) education in the school 



curriculum as a compulsory subject, the 
passing of which becomes a "must". The 
task or responsibility of imparting such 
education should not be entrusted to semi¬ 
literate persons or fanatics because of the 
nature and nuance of the subject and the 
composition of the class rooms that in¬ 
clude children from all communities and 
religious groups. 

just as politics without morality is 
highly dangerous, similarly education de¬ 
void of all moral and broad religious out¬ 
lines and outlook, is one-sided and 
incomplete. In order to instil the virtues of 
restraint and discipline, non-violence and 
non-aggression, tolerance, concern, cour¬ 
tesy and compassion for others and the like, 
among children, it is imperative that we 
introduce the teaching of moral /religious 
education in the schools without delay so 
that some of the ills foat afflict our society 
now, are properly taken care of by the new 
generations. 

Journalists and politics 

Q. "journalists, like judges, should 
not join politics." Give two arguments 
in favour and two against the proposi¬ 
tion. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. To the silently sufforing public, poli¬ 
tics that used to be the last resort of a scoun¬ 
drel, has become his first priority and an 
easy passport to pelf, power and prestige. 
I If, litre the legendary Ali Baba, the Indian 
i icnirnalists keep a watchful eye over the 
j misdemeanour of our practising politicians 
i and shun the temptation of joining poli¬ 


tics, the heavens will not fall. 

2. journalists is a class committed to 
upholding certain values that politicians 
consider impractical or inconvenient, and 
should voluntarily stay away from the 
mud and mire of politics to keep tliose 
indulging in unholy alliances or nexus 
with dons and criminals, on their tenteri 
hooks. The glitter of power politics is too 
strong to resist but with courage of con¬ 
viction, journalists can rise to the occa¬ 
sion and stem the emergence of a culture 
of sycophancy and death of qualitative 
and investigative journalism, by reli¬ 
giously sticking to their rigorous role of 
being 'a watchdog' rather dian becoming , 
a suspect of people's trust. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. Nobody in his senses can debar any 
section of the polity hnm joining politics. 

If Gandhi and nfoers, including many jour¬ 
nalists then and now, could and still can 
keep themselves above board like Caesar's 
wife, why shouldn't we encourage them 
to join politics. In fact, genuine journalists 
in politics are better equipped and in¬ 
formed than others and can, if they so w'Lsh, 
rid it of many flows and foul faces that it 
has acquired over the years. 

2. By singling out journalists as a tribe 
to be kept out of the arena of politics, is 
like casting doubts and aspersions on their 
integrity before the test or trial. No doubt, 
Indian politics and politicians have earned 
the duoious distinction of being opportu¬ 
nistic. unscrupulous and immortal, heav- 

i ens will not fall if journalists arc also 

I allowed to join them to see if they can de- 
liver the goods better. 
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ter. The country seems to be a 
large open air toilet, since 
every unused path and 
stream is used as a place for 
defecation. Even at the 
remotest places one will find 
the litter generated by visitors 
—empty mineral water bot- 
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ties, plastic bags and other 
waste. Coasider what might 
happen to our land if the 
tourist traffic increased ten¬ 
fold. It will evidently result in 
destroying our tourist stations 
and making them virtually 
unliveable! 

There is truth in both 
arguments. To earn foreign 
exchange, the country must 
encourage tourism, but at the 
same time it must safeguard 
its natural resources. Other 
countries, which have larger 
inflrrws of people, have done 
it, so why is India unable to 
do the same? Hie aaswer to 
this question reveals the sad 
story of neglect and callous 
disregard, of foolish govern¬ 
ment initiatives and of 
destruction of beautiful desti¬ 
nations. 

Empty slogans 

S uccessive ministers of 
tourism aqd the army 
of bureaucrats manag¬ 
ing tourism develop¬ 
ment boards and corpora¬ 
tions have merely focus^ on 
schemes to get more tourists 


into the country. Many of 
these schemes are plainly 
foolish and show dieir des¬ 
peration. Take the l 0 masha 
attached to welcoming the 
one-millionth visitor, when a 
pretty girl puts a tilak on a 
confused and tired passenger 
alighting from an air-plane 
and garlands him. News¬ 
papers faithfully carry the 
picture but it is unlikely to do 
anything to encourage 
tourists. Likewise, Indians 
like to believe that their cul¬ 
ture is somehow unique, but 
it is anything but boring for a 
visitor who has come to enjoy 
a holiday. The claims of being 
a friendly and hospitable peo¬ 
ple evaporate in thin air when 
everyone, from the waiter in 
the hotel to the taxi driver, 
wanbi tips or to cheat you. 

Other countries stress on 
the facilities for travellers and 
how one may enjoy there. In 
comparison, India only offers 
history. Frequent power cuts 
and shortage of water ensure 
a harrowing holiday; there is 
also a struggle for every small 
thing. From hiring taxis to 
catching flights, one 
must go through an 
ordeal of waiting and 
rudeness. 

The less said about 
domestic touri.sm the 
better. A large part of it 
is foroid tourism, con¬ 
sisting of people work¬ 
ing in government 
offices availing their 
Leave Travel Concession 
(LTC). Given half a 
chance, they would pre¬ 
fer to save their money 
and stay at home, but 
their ofhee wants a valid 
receipt of money spent. 
The noveau riche race to 
tourist destinations in 
their new cars and spend 
time drinking alcohol 
and watching video 
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or the sunset anywhere in 
India without someone trying 
to sell you something. Goa 
has been a favourite tourist 
destination but is today 
marked by ugly concrete 
blocks. The best beaches have 
been taken over by five star 
hotels and the others are erod* 
ed and polluted. In Puri- 
Konark, 576 acres of forest 
land was destroyed to make 
way for hotels and a golf 
course. In Nainital, one can 
see the golf course made by 
destroying forest land, while 
commercialism is evident in 
Kovalam to Mussoorie. 

Hill stations and beaches 
are ecologically fragile, but 
are overrun in the summers. 
Mahableshwar, Manali, 
Darjeeling and Ooty are the 
popular destinations, which 
accommodate more than 
eight times their capacities in 
summer months. This 
undoubtedly plays havoc 
with their resources and ecol- 
ogy, given the fact that State 
governments have never tak¬ 
en any trouble to meet the 


rush in the season. The Agra- 
Alwar-Jaipur route, the 
biggest foreign exchange 
earner, too, is marked by 
degradation and commercial¬ 
ism. 

Given the scale of this 
enormous degradation, there 
is a great challenge for State 
goveriunents to increase 
tourist traffic while also to 
protect the environment. Both 
things can be done, though it 
requires a will to do that. The 
damage has already been 
done in many towns, but if 
the governments are able to 
stop the degradation and 


commercialism, the country 
can look forward to increased* 
tourist flows in the future. 

Government 

lethargy 

A s in other fields, 
government 
response has beat 
inadequate and 
smacks of insincerity: First, it 
set up its India Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(ITDC) in 1966. The idea was 
to promote tourism, but it 
merely built luxury hotels 


movies. They are aggressive 
and are not interested in any¬ 
thing but their enjoyment. 

1 Showing utter disregard for 
nature, they go about throw¬ 
ing garbage everywhere, 
thinking that it is their right, 
since they are so rich. 

Degraded 
destinations 

T he basic premise of 
modern tourism is 
that nature is a com¬ 
modity like any other 
and must be consum^. It is 
not something to be enjoyed. 

Thus, people rush to tourist 
destinations to consume some 
of it, as they would a cold 
drink, discarding the bottle 
when it is finished. It is no 
wonder that nature has borne 
the brunt of tourism. 

Many of our beaches and 
hills have been taken over by 
developers to build five star 
hotels and resorts. Crass com¬ 
mercialism greets every visi¬ 
tor. For iastance, it is not pos¬ 
sible to sit and enjoy the beach 

Tourism 
abroad 

Go to any tourist place in India and 
one IS likely to be mobbed by touts and other 
cheats. Authentic information is just not available 
though tourist offices have been set up by the 
government, the concerned persons are always 
missing from their seats. And, those who are 
available are disinterested babus, more Interest¬ 
ed in chatting among themselves than give infor- 
rnatioh to a visitor. 

Consider the situation in Europe, which 
attracts tourists from all over the world. The 
tourist destinations are so geared to meet the 
needs of the travelleiB that a person does not 
have to depond on touts and cheats. Directions 
are dear «id easy to understand. Even if one 
(foes not know the/tocal language, one will never 
really get into mojor problama. 

The governments these countries realise 

lhat tourism is a bread-earner and they do every- 
ihlng to encoQrags b. If you have woridered why 

. ‘t ' »' 


many Indian movies are shot abroad these days, 
the answer lies in the fact that it is much easier to 
shoot abroad than in tndlal A film maker will nat¬ 
urally prefer to go to a country like Switzerland 
even though it is expensive, because it may well 
turn out more effective and even cheaper in the 
end. In India, he will hmre to take government per¬ 
missions which may be given most reluctantly or 
not at all. 

Go to any Swiss city and right at the airport 
or railway station, you will find a large display ot 
hotels and facilities available, with prices. A free 
telephone is available so that one can call and 
find out II a room is arv'ailable. Once you gat a 
room to fit your budget, you can make a reserva¬ 
tion from the telephone. Clear instnictfons are 
faxed to you instantly so lhat you can reach the 
destination easily. 

The people al the bank, post office and the 
railway ticket counter are polite and patient. The 
railway stations have counters with people who 
can speak several languages, so that a traveller 
can dispel his tears. Facilities exist for all class ot 
tourists. One does not have to wait tor more than 
a few rninutes to gat a train-aitpotls and railway 


stations are connected in most European cities. 
One can pick up primed guides at railway plat¬ 
forms free of cost. Never will you be approached 
by a tout or people warning to sell you something. 

There is also the matter of cleanliness. 
People seem to respect their land and do not Ut¬ 
ter or spit openly. Everything Is spic and span— 
the railway plat^m could wen be your drawing 
room! Given the enormous tourist traffic in 
Switzerland, it is remarkable that there is little 
environmental degradation; the lakes and the 
Alps are still pristine. Never will you find a poly- 
Ihene bag or empty bottle in the hills. We often 
say tttal the West is too commercial, but adver¬ 
tising Is limited to only a few bUtboards. No 
posters or signs mar the,natural beauty of the 
country. 

TTw reason that other countrfes have done 
so wen is that they have realised the impoitiince 
and exploited the potential of attracting tourists, 
white protecting theif aray.Of.iife. Conskfef the sit¬ 
uation in India, where a tourist is easy game for 
taxidriversandhoteltouts.N6wonderlheooun- 
tiy has not been able to enooumge either domes¬ 
tic or international tourisml 
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Showing utter 
disregard for nature, 
Indian tourists go 
about throwing 
garbage everywhere, 
thinking that it is 
their right. 


which were badly run. Many 
of diese are in losses. 

Not to be left behind, the 
States too ,set up their tourism 
development corporations, 
whidi made more hotels. It 
remains a mystery what social 
objective the government was 
fulfilling by running luxury 
hotels, but that was perhaps 
one of the contradictions of 
India. The corporations failed 
in their objective of develop¬ 
ing tourism in any State. 
Foreign travellers were happi¬ 
er with private hotels which 
looked after them better, 
while domestic tourists found 
the government hotels too 
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expensive. The ITDC and gov¬ 
ernment hotels found a use 
for themselves: they enter¬ 
tained bureaucrats and offi¬ 
cers of public sector undertak¬ 
ings, either ft: free or at dis¬ 
counted rates. Tliat could be a 
reason why government 
hotels have not b^ sold oft 
despite making huge losses. 

When it came to develop¬ 
ing the infrastructure that 
would ultimately attract 
tourists, the government has 
been more than lethargic. 
How can we say diat the gov¬ 
ernment is serious in develop¬ 
ing tourism, when it treats 


every venture with distrust? 

Gearly, the government 
should get out of the hotels 
business and must invite oth¬ 
ers to invest in infrastructure. 
It also has to understand that 
the selling of culture and his¬ 
tory is outdated. It will only 
attract the history professor. 
A tourist, on the other hand, 
while visiting exotic plac^, 
wants few problems. Nobody 
will go to any country which 
claims to have a rkh culture 
but at the same time offers 
him no facilities for comfort¬ 
able travel and stay. 

Tourism is now the 
largest industry in the world, 
accounting for 11 per 
cent of the world's 
GDP. India earns only 
about Rs 14,000 crore 
a year from it. It is 
hardly any surpri.se 
that its share of global 
tourism has dropped 
from 0 . 72 !*per cent to 
0.46 per cent in the 
last decade. What 
India gets are people 
coming for cheap hol¬ 
idays. The affluent 
traveller goes to Kong 
Kong or South Asian 
countries.Kathcr than 
depend on this type of 
mass tourism, India 
must compete with other 
countries and try to get the 
affluent traveller as well. 

What can be done 

H ow can the decay 
of our tourist 
resorts be stopped 
and traffic in¬ 
creased at the same time? 
Ibis is not an impossible task 
but quite achievable. If other 
countries can get touri.sts 
many times that of India, and 
still protect their environ¬ 
ment, surely our awntry can 
do the same. 

Today, the basis of the 


tourism industry is high 
prices that rich tourists can 
afford to pay. Expensive 
hotels are built up for them, 
disregarding the local culture. 
Local people find that the 
resources that they once had 
control of, are now cornered 
by the hotels for exclusive use 
of their guests. For the middle 
class traveller and the local 
people, only dteap and bad 
hotels are left. Nobody has 
any stake in protecting the 
land for future use. 

One way is to give local 
people control of the tourism 
business. The government has 
failed anyway, so why not 
give people a chance? The 
idea is that if the kx;al popula¬ 
tion benefits from it, it will do 
everything to protect local 
livelihoods. Tlnis will stop the 
land from getting degraded 
and also ensure that tourists 
arc not aggressive with their 
property. Once, one could 
have a cheap but authentic 
meal in Goa in a beach shack. 
These were shut down 
because the five star hotels 
could not compete with them. 
When such things happei 1 , the 
people lose control of their 
livelihood and nurse a grudge 
against the tourists. Crime is a 
natural consequence of this. 

' Can five star hotels exist 
among seething discontent¬ 
ment of local populations? 
How can islands of prosperih’ 
exist among oceans of pover¬ 
ty? Many of the ills associated 
with travel have arisen 
because of the imbalance in 
the system. Once local people 
own the resources much of 
the negative effects can be 
avoided. They will protect the 
tourists and also provide ser¬ 
vices that are most required. 

Oily when the country 
can offer world class facilities, 
will tourists be interested to 
come to India. 
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Mind: A Concentiailng Machine 


"WH'i' can’t I concentrate?" There was a 
note ot near-despair in the voice of the man 
who asked the question. 

Had he but known it, this was one of 
the reasons of his deficiency. His attitude 
of mind pre-disposed him against 
concentration. His very anxiety made him 
increasingly unable. Unconsciously, if not 
consciously, whenever he took up a task 
that demanded concentration he felt that 
his mind was going to wander. 

The first step in impnw ing our pt)wers 
v)f concentration is to develop a healthy 
and hopeful attitude. Let us remind 
ourselves first that it is in the very nature 
of our mind to be able to concentrate. The 
mind is so made that it can only deal with 
one thought at a time. In this sense it is, so 
to speak, a "concentrating machine". 

It is true that there arc exceptions tt; 
this. Occasionally on the stage, for example, 
we see a man with two blackboards on one 
of which he works out a complicated 
mathematical problem, while writing out 
a piece of poetry on the other. 

At the same time he answers, verbally, 
questions put to him by members of the 
audience. But these are not simultaneous 
acts of the mind at work at different tasks, 
but a very rapid alternation of functions. 
The mind can only do one thing at a time. 

This piece of knowledge ought to help 
us to forrrt a confident attitude of mind 
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with regard to the business of 
concentrating. We have the necessary 
apparatus for doing the thing we want to 
do. Ail we have to do is to learn to use it 
correctly. 

Wlrat then, is the answer to the person 
who asks "why can't 1 concentrate?" tK^ 
first answer may be "Perhaps you have 
never tried." This will be indignantly 
refuted, of course, but it may well be true. 

I Merely to have picked up a technical book, 
tried to read a paragraph, sighed, and put 
it down in despair, is not to have made a 
serious attempt at concentration. 

I Our ideal is to make concentration 
a habitual and natural procedure, rather 
than a stem effort of the will. But if our 
mind-wandering is fairly serious, the 
process will probably have to begin with 
such an effort of will, practised and 
persisted in for some little while. 

Consequently, some self-imposed 
exercises in concentration are advisable. 
Once an exercise of this kind has been 
followed out successfully, one's morale 
about this business of concentration will 
have been immeasurably improved. One 
will have proved to one's self that it can 
be done, and that is half the battle won. 
There is a great truth in the words of the 
old hymn "Each victory wiU help you. 
Some other to win." 

Here are two possible exercises, and 


both should be tried. First of all, take some 
piece of prose or poetry with which you 
are perfectly familiar—for preference, 
something which you arc in the habit ol 
repeating frequently. Repeat tlie words 
slowly and aloud. Try to realise as you 
I say the words their full meaning. If you 
1 find yourself repeating a phrase without 
I thinking about it, break off and go back tc' 

I the beginning again. You may find at first 
i that this apparently simple exercise is 
I surprisingly difficult. For example, you 
! will probably pass over a word withoul 
consciously giving it any meaning 
Persevere in this exercise until you can 
repeat the whole verse or prayer, giving 
conscious and definite meaning to cacli 
word. 

For the second exercise, take some 
unfamiliar passage on a subject which is 
unknown or distasteful to you. For some ; 
it may be a company report in the ; 
newspaper, for others a scientific article, : 
or a passage from a religious magazine ; 
Tackle it in the same way that the familiir | 
passage was dealt with, trying to give | 
meaning to ei ery word (a'nd taking the | 
trouble of looking up the nieaning of an) | 
unfamiliar ones in the dictionary). If your | 
mind wanders, go back resolu^y to the 
beginning; Determine that this passage, 
howeve, difficult, shall not master you— 
you will master it. 





At first, exercises like these will 
probably need a stern effort ot will, but 
they will gradually become easier, and that 
is a step towards our ideal of making 
r concentration a habitual action. 

The relationship between con¬ 
centration and interest is obvious. We find 
it very much easier to concentrate on a 
subject in which we are initially interested 
It, hcjwever, we follow that line of least 
resistance, we shall never read anything 
or do anything except the tliinj^s which 
immediately attract us. That is thoroughly 
bad, both for the growth of our knowledge 
and the growth of our character. 

Unless we can discipline ourselves to 
tackle uninteresting and uncongenial 
tasks, character will inevitable suffer. 
People who arc troubled by inability to 
. concentrate, are apt to suppose that 
interest is involuntary. If they are not 
[ initially interested in a thing, they assume 
that they are never likely to be. But that is 
not true. 

Distraction 

A transistor was blaring. Nina was 
sprawled on bed with a book in her 
hand. 1 said, "How is your preparation 
tor the examination going on?" She almost 
burst into tears. "Oh, (jod knows what 1 
will write over there. 1 have been 
poring over this chapter for the last two 
hours and not a single word have 1 
learnt. I simply cannot concentrate," 
I she wailed. 

It was, of course, too late to advise or 
apprise her of effective ways to 
cona'ntratc. I simply said a few words of 
encouragement and left. 


Most of us, like Nina, find it difficult 
to concentrate. We lack mental stamina. 
The more wc try, the harder it becomes 
for us to hold our attention on to a 
particular task. 

It is because wc do it in a wrong way. 
That is, we devote our full attention not to 
the job but to tlie very act of concentration, 
which itself becomes a distraction as it 
takes our attention aw'ay from the subject 
on which w'e want it to be focused. 

The most important thing which 
enables us to concentrate is interest in 
what we arc doing. When we are fully 
interested in a thing, w'c effortlessly 
concentrate on it. A child, for example, gets 
totally immersed in play because he is 
interested in it. 

Concentration means persistence as 
well as mental absorption. We must 
persist in what we are doing, day after 
day, which will establish a routine and 
facilitate the habit of getting mentally 
absorbed in our work. 

The two very important factors which 
prevent digression from the specific issue 
arc; right motivation and systematic 
approach Motivation comes with a goal. 
We must have an aim and a clear-cut 
notion ot what we ultimately warn to 
beiome 

II we can \ isualise our life after the 
goal has been reachwl, it will provide all 
the necessary motivation. Those whose 
minds keep wandering away from the task 
in hand, do not have the needed 
motivation to gain their end. 

They somehow fail to use their 
imagination effectively. 

Most of us lack a disciplined mind 
which is a must for concentration. We 


must learn to do one thing at a time, to 
be able to tackle it nicely. That is, we 
should be systematic in our approach. 
Everybody has known a time when 
there seemed too many things to do. 
Sometimes, we try to do them ail at 
once. The result is that not a single task 
gets completed and we arc inclined to 
end up with nothing. If there are too 
many things which demand our 
attention, we must first choose the most 
urgent mailer and totally immerse 
ourselves into it. The less important 
ones can be postponed for the time 
being. 

Concentration can be increased easily , 
it we plan oiir w'ork and chalk out a 
programme accordingly. A task may be 
difficult to w’ork according to a prepared 
schedule, but it will scum develop into a 
habit. 

Another thing to remember is that 
distraction apd concentration are the two 
opposite extremes. We simply cannot 
concentrate if there are distractions 
around. Many of us study w'ith a radio 
on; or w'ork in a place where there is too 
much noise or other activities going on. 
The n'sult is poor concentration. Our place 
of work, as far as possible, should be a 
quiet, secluded corner where we can w ork 
uninterruplcdly. It may be a little trying 
at the start but the more w'e know of a 
sub|cc^ the greater we will get involved. 

Concentration is not something 
innate. It has to be accjuired through 
perseverance. It has been put forth so 
aptly by Lorel Thomas, "Almost anything 
can be accomplished if you want it badly 
enough and are prepan’d to work hard 
enough for it!" 
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Sltaiming sans Tears 


Y ou have tried many 
"miracle" diets but always 
ended up losing patience rather | 
than weight. Finally, you | 
resigned yourself to your thick- | 
layered self. You need not ! 
despair. j 

After years of painful \ 
dieting and experimenting on I 
my system, 1 have devised a i 
fool-proof formula which | 
enables one to throw into the i 

I 

dustbin the entrenched theories i 
of low-calories and high- i 
protein. i 

What you shovel into your ^ 
mouth determin''s your : 
weight. Drugs, pills and potioas j 
are as ineffective as "hay" diet, i 

i 

My research, lasting years, | 
has led me to the discovery of i 
a new principle: stuff yourself i 
slim. : 

You simply supply each j 
body cell with sti much fuel— | 
fuel that will be retained and ! 
not hastily burnt away—that j 


heat will build up and up, until | 
finally the cell walls 1 
themselves will burst, 
releasing and melting the 
excess fat until it flows away 
in the blood stream. 

It works like the boiling 
of water. When H.O (water) j 
reaches 212 degrees, it I 
explodes, literally. And it | 
simply vanishes in the form of | 
steam. Now, just imagine that ! 
water to be your fat. The hints \ 
that follow will help. You have | 
nothing to lose except your i 
outmoded theories on fat and \ 
fatality. ! 

Two square meals a day 
are for those siruggling to 
emerge from the twilight of 
low middle-class existence. 
Have more than four meals a 
day. The aim is to ensure an 
unfailing supply of food to the 
system. 

Eat in bed—preferably in 
a reclining posture. There is a 


logic in it. After you have 
stuffed yourself well, you need 
a nap. Why not put yourself 
in that comfortable, position 
even before you gobble the 
goodies? 

It saves exertion after the 
eating. You simply slump in 
bed—a deflated bag. Indolence 
is bliss. 

Take at least three glasses 
of water after each meal. 
Water is stored in your body. 
In any case, you know that 
human body is about 90% 
water. 

Stuff yourself only with 
food rich in bulk and calories. 
The latter arc importance 
because you need food as well 
asheal. And calories, you know 
arc heat. 

Pay more attention to 
sweeties. If you have a sweet 
tooth, exercise it to the full. 

Avoid exercise. It pre¬ 
supposes that the human body 


has no bones in it. It is 
dangerous as it is likely to 
cause pains and aches wher“ 
you had supposed there 
were neither bones nor 
muscles! 

CIo on and on. Put pressure 
on the citadel of your physical 
life-stomach. 

When your movement 
becomes laboured and slow. 
You arc near your des¬ 
tination. The slower the 
better! 

The last stage comes when 
you find movement totally 
unwelcome you have fallen in 
love with an easy chair. If it is 
the bed, excellent. 

Stuffing yourself slim 
works wonders. Every cell, 
its wall stretched to a 
critical thinness, will burst. 
You will find yourself 
perspiring profusely. Take 
heart. It's no attack! It's fat 
melting. 
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Thb CoMKTTnoN MASTER hu Stood with youRg people for over 39 
years, helping them through competitive examinations and preparing 
them for life It has. through the years, introduced innovative addi¬ 
tions. encouraged reader participation and provided a forum for the 
youth aspiring for hi^r goals As a result it has continued to gam 
the trust of people all over the country 

We now announce our fir^r National Fellowships for oui read¬ 
ers Five fellowships of the value of Rs 10.000 each will be award¬ 
ed to encourage young people and to enable them to pursue an 
activity of their choice In addition, they can look forward to 
national recognition through the pages of The CorffenriON Master 
Six coupons wiil be published in issues of the magazine, from 
August 1998 to Januau 7 1999, each containing three questions You have to 
collect all the six coupons, answer the questions on them, and send them ail together, after 
December IS, 1998. Your entry should reach us before January 31,1999. You also have to write an essay 
of 300 words on a topic to be announced in January 1999 issue 

Entries will be evaluated by a panel of judges appointed by the Editor, The Competition Master and feRowshIps wHI' 
be awarded on the basis of all-correct answers on the coupons as well as the essay The decision of the judges wUI 
be final and no correspondence will be entertained 

Rules and Regulations 

I There is no entry fee 2, IncximpleM or lll<pble entries shill be daquUlHed 1 TheMnners shell be decided by i pinel of |iid|es ippointed by the Editor 'Ria 
CompetMon Master vidiese decision will be final and bindinp. 4 No comepondence or queries m ihu subfect will be ent q tt i lned S The essay shall become Um 
property of The Competition Master who shall be free to use it in any manner that It d ee m s fit without any obUpeilon or r||hti to anyone 4 The names of fhd 
wmners will be pubbthad hi the March 1999 Issue of The Competition Master 7 The amployaas and ralativas of The Competition Master thair afents and femt* 
lies shall not bo all|lbln to partieipata. S Any dispute anting on account of this contest are tub|act to Chandfprh Jurisdiction only 9 The fellowsiMp progranimd la 
open to aH Indian residents m age group of lb 24 years A certificate from school/colfefa cartifeliv qa and dast studying m will be required to be tent along wfth 
the entry lb The assay can be written in English or Hindi 11 A colour passport size photograph whh name written on the back It required to be tent a longwidi 
the entry 12 The word limit for essay is 100 words This could be typed or written neatly on one side of paper 13 AH the star cotipana, with aiw««r* te 
quosUona on them, alongwIththoEaeay, photograph and ceitIHeaeo of age have to be rocaiaod together by January II. im 14. Uaa only ar|p. 
nal coupons published m The Competition Master Issues daud August 1998 to January 1999 Photocopies fax or typed coupons are Invalid IS All antrtoP e h e t il d 
be sent to FeHowihlp Progremma, The Compatitlan Master, 124, Industrial Area • I, Chandlfaffa-140 002 14 The Competition Master will not be 
responslUa for any postal delays or loss in transit. 



Coupon 91 #2 and 93 wort prinlea in pnivious three issijos (r rabf* yon n sstO oui you rui your copieh by w iding 
Rs 20 00 per issue by Money nrdt r t r Bank Draft to THE C OMPETItlON H 1 6 It rfi *-t | Am 1 1 f onndiqarh 160 00,' 

















The eenaraaon Gap- 
Selected View Pelnts 


w 

WWW pwBMn iwrv Miiiv ffiwiQBHi vivlipoiim iiwn our cQfmw Pit HIP Qpnpiwipfi pBip* mqhj pfinipi wpfw ipcpivpp pnp pnip vpnnpiw 

hovt ot w ody batn un noiiiictd In our Odobor Iwuo. Sinco It is a proMoR tlifd fouchos Iho younp pooplo« osid Iws nwny RMuiliBSlolionSr 
wo hswo d i os sH lliott dow p oints that woro dHfoMni or hdorostbiB. Somo moro of Ihoso vim will bo publiihcd nod month. 


onpinooring at 

S'‘- SlkUrn. * 

Change is inconvenient but 
inevitable. Basically, both gener- 
olions ore unable to cope with 
change and this creates prob- 
loms. Blind tradition kills the ini¬ 
tiative of the young. Enjoying 
oneself once in o while, or mixing 
with girls, is no longer considered 
bod, but some parents ore stuck 
in outdated ideas. They connot 
digest the changing scenario ond 
stick on to old times. The moment 
they understand that a child must 
grow up and become an individ- 
uol, perhaps they can cope better 
and help their children. 



It has been said thot we 
spend the first half of our lives 
trying to understand the older 
geiwration, and the second half 
in trying to understand the 
younger generation. This is noth¬ 
ing peculiar to the modem age, 
since the problem has existed 
from time immemorial. When the 
criticism becomes too great, 
some youth fall victim to drugs or 
foil into bod company. 

The young should be treat¬ 


ed with understanding and need 
some omount of freedom. If they 
ore never given a chance, how 
con they chonge the world? 


will continue to widen and homes 
will become battlegrounds. How 
much better would it be if we 
were financially independent so 
that we were not subject to 
unnecessary restraints? 



Amll Gupta is 
dalng his 
Engineering in 
Assam. He is 
also preparing 
for his MBA. 


Parents should look into 
their past with a flexible mind so 
that they understand the needs 
and desires of the youngster. 
Children do not want to be patro¬ 
nised but wont to be treated like 
adults. They also want to be 
independent. When the first con¬ 
flict arises, porents should realise 
that it's time to chonge. They will 
then get a friend for life. If they 
do not do that, they will lose the 
respect that they want so badly. 

warts to be a 

successful 

designer. 

We are restricted in many 
things—we cannot attend par¬ 
ties, are stopped from freaking 
out, make friends with boys and 
even to choose our career. As a 
result, we feel tensions and grief. 
We fcwl deserted. As o response, 
we become aggressive and rude. 
If things ore not checked, the gap 



Aishwatya Roj 
studies in Class 
9 and lives in 
Ranchi. She 
wonts to 
become a doc¬ 
tor. 


Though parents sITould be 
concerned about their children, 
they soon appear to be dictoting 
or pampering. The child will 
either grow up to be timid and 
stupid or vulgor and disobedient. 
This is tragic, as over-protection 
and meaningless loyalty to 'our 
culture" is ruining the lives of 
many young people across Indio. 
It must be understood that a 
youngster cannot be dependent 
all his life, nor can parents pro¬ 
tect the children all their lives. Sa 
why not let go at the right time 
rather than wait for something 
drastic to happen? 



llvM in Cochin. 


Jayan J. has 
dam his MJL 
In Philosophy 
and wants to 
go in for higher 
study in the 
subject. He 


Man lives for but a short 
time. We should not use this time 
for anger or hate. Instead, we 
must t^ to understand others. 


Youngsters often get corried 
away by what is portrayed in the 
medio ond want to fieok out and 
have fun. Life is much more than 
that. For their part, parents must 
realise that allowing a little bit of 
fun does not mean thot a person 
is getting spoiled. 



Anjano Dhimon 
is a student of 
BJk. in Shimio 
and is doing a 
computer 
course. She 
vrants to work 
with a multinational company. 


Children ore the main tar¬ 
get of the generation gap. 
Parents impose their wishes and 
the poor children have to obey, 
resulting in frustration and ten¬ 
sion. The children's viewpoint is 
not given importance. To rebel, 
they sometimes take to bod 
habits. The atmosphere of the 
home is spoiled as children fail to 
understand the hypocritical atti¬ 
tude of parents. 

The problem con be solved 
if both sides are honest and try to 
convince the other rather than 
impose their ideos. Nothing can 
be forced these days. What is 
required is a mutual respect. 



Sorju Bella Is 
from Imphai 
and Is currently 
doing hor M Jc. 
In Zoology at 
Pemjab 
UnivorsHy, 
Chandlgoifi. 


A few years back, I never 
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IhoughI ih* ganeralian gap onsled. 
% parenh ware proud baonne I 
was among die toppois in my doss. 
Unforiunotel/, I was unable to deor 
my PMT. I was hurt but my pain mul¬ 
tiplied whan I saw my pare^'hopes 
shottarad. It was after some time that 
thay moonded to dw and gem me 
support to do somalhing else in Ida. 

The generation gap arises 
because of lack of understanding 
between parents and their chil¬ 
dren. Both hove to learn to listen 
to each other without giving 
judgements. Porents should not 
be strict unnecessarily. They 
should learn to give space to 
their children. 


0 an engineer in 

become a com¬ 
puter expert. 

A youngster's first complaint 
is that parents do not understand 
him. Parents take undue interest 
and interfere in his day to day 
life. This may couse some young¬ 
sters to rebel. Even at the profes¬ 
sional level, this gap raises its 
head. Friends, dresses and music 
could be other reasons of dis¬ 
cord. Parents should take part in 
the interests of the young so that 
it is not felt that they only criticise 
ond pass orders. 



IAS officer. 


Monavpraet 
Kenir is in her 
Cioss 11 and 
Ihros in Ropor, 
Pun|ab. She 
hoa set her 
alghtaon 
becoming on 


Parents often omr-estimate 
their child's potential and demand 
high academic performance but 
somalinies this may not be met. 
Further, they do not wont dxldrsn to 
moke fnends with the opposite sax. 
haenls must learn to be reolislic and 
stop pushing the child beyond 
limits. They should also urider- 
stond that friendship with the 


opposite sex is as natural as 
growing up. They should give us 
the freedom and mark the limits. 
This will lead to congenial atmos¬ 
phere in homes. 


lahunlang 
Chyne is doing 
herMA in 
Economics in 
Shillong ond 
wonts to be 0 
successful 
designer. 

The most common mistake 
committed by our elders is that 
they compare the individual to 
others, this gives an inferiority 
complex to on otherwise normal 
person. Due to changes and eco¬ 
nomic development, the world is 
not the some os it was. The older 
generation must odapt to the 
changing environment in 
order to understood the 
young people. If they do not 
do this, there will be tensions 
in families which will remain 
unresolved 




Srlnalh H. R. is 
doing his B.Sc. 
in Electronics in 
Bangalore. He 
wants to be o 
Computer 
Network 
Engineer. 


Porents feel that the 
young do not respect them 
while the youngsters feel that 
the parents do not understand 
their needs. The world has 
changed. How long con we 
live on outdated concepts? 
True, we must live within our 
means but elders loo must 
understand that the younger 
generation is o chonged lot. 
What they may have done in 
their young age is not rele¬ 
vant any longer. 

Anondon B. te 
studying for his 
engineering 
degree in 
Trichy, Tamil 
Nadu. He likes 
to debate. 



New ideas will always be 
resisted. Though the younger 
generation is belter informed, as 
a result of living in the informa¬ 
tion age, the elders ore still 
caught up in outdated ideas. 
Clinging to o conservative life 
with a so-colled golden past is 
foolish. Yet, one can say thot it is 
teamwork that can see us 
through, We need both the real¬ 
istic opproach of the elders and 
the enthusiasm of the young to 
succeed in life. 


Hlmanshu 
Pande is doing 
his M.Sc. in 
Physics in 
Haldwani in 
Uttar Pradesh. 
He wants te 
become an IAS 


We youngsters feel thot par¬ 
ents do not pay heed to our prob¬ 
lems or needs. On the other 
hand, parents feel that we do not 
respect culture and traditions. 
They castigate our views os a 
symbol of fake modernity, while 
we blame them for being staunch 
conservatives. Sometimes, the dif¬ 
ferences con be sorted out, but at 
times they are not Advice should 
be coated so that it is occepted 
willingly. 



officer. 



fteeiM Rant 
Sharma is 
doing a diplo¬ 
ma in office 
monogement 
in Sangrur, 
Punjab. 


I am unable to cope with 
the generation gap, nor con I 
make my parents understand 
that thev need to change their 
attitude. Perhaps one reason is 
poverty, because of which they 
cannot devote their time for their 
children, or else are unable to 
meet their demands. Unable to 
reason with the child, they scold 
and force their viewpoint. They 
never realise the impact of their 
behaviour on the children. 

It is wrong to say that 


youngsters just want to enjoy. If 
they do not get love, they lose 
their way and foil into bod com¬ 
pany. I request parents not to 
ploy with the feelings of their 
chiMren but understand them. 


H|||||HH|| PronoySoed, 
from Potamper 
inHimcKhal 
Pradesh, has 

K ^. ,v Ji finished his 
Ctou 12. Hie 
ambHton is to 
^ do MBA. 

I am very obedient but iqy 
parents think that I am disobedi¬ 
ent because of my dress and 
hobbies. They say that no one 
can achieve anything by hobbies. 
There ore so many restrictions, 
about the clothes, talking to the 
girls in my class, going outside 
, late. Most of the time I hove to 
submit to what they want me to 
do. Some of the things are ridicu¬ 
lous, but I just ennnot help it. if 
they continue to take my itoci- 
sions, how will I ever become 
independent? 



N. Sounyo lives 
in Delhi, where 
she la doing 
her B.Ceffl. She 
wonts to be a 
Company 
Secretary. 


I am the only daughter in 
my fomily. My father is very strict 
and very much concerned about 
me. He does not want me to 
freak out, wear Western clothes 
or mix with boys. He wants me to 
be a simple and troditionol girl, 
focused only on studies. Do I 
have no right to enjoy myself? 
Sometimes I am able to convince 
my father about my point of 
view, but ot times it is impos¬ 
sible to talk to him. If parents 
are not open obout the young, 
they will give the impression 
that they do not love them. 
Parents should give a chance 
so that children can over¬ 
come their limitations and 
shine in any field. 


i 
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What is devaluation? Why does it 
occur? 

—Smpna Kmmri, 

Hyderohad J^. 

Devaluation of Jui 

currency is a method 
employed by governments to reduce the 
official value of a currency. It is aimed at 
reducing imports and stimulating exports, 
which become cheaper as a result of de¬ 
valuation. For example if $ 1 = Rs .30, then 
a product which is sold for Rs 120 will 
fetch $ 4. When currency is devalued to 
$ 1 = Rs 40, the same product will fetch 
$ 3. By becoming cheaper, it is hoped that 
the exports will become mom competitive 
in the world markets. Likewise, the cost 
of imports.goes up. 

Devaluation occurs when there is a 
balance of payments crisis, or when the 
country does not have foreign exchange re¬ 
serves. If a currency is overvalued, there 
would be a black market in dollars. To earn 
more foreign exchange, countries are forced 
to reduce the value of their currencies. 

How do stock exchanges play a role 
in revealing the state of the economy? 
Could you publish a special feature on 
stock exchanges? 

—Nitin Piitnw, Paltala (Piiiijah) 

The activity in a stock market is a n*- 
flcction ('f confidence in a country: more 
new companies are being floated or exist¬ 
ing companies put up new projects. People 
arc interested in buying shares. All this is 
reflected in the trading that takes place. If 
prices are up, it means a large number of 
players are in the market. Though a stock 
market index is not a direct indicator of 
the health of the economy, it is believed 
that higher prices add to shareholder 
value, besides showing business 
confidence. If markets are down, it shows 
less business activity, which is not healthy 
for an economy. 

We have already published a cover 
338 NOVEMBER '98 COMPETITION MASTER 





K MJt 


story on stiKk exchanges. Please see Tm. 
CoMi’KTmoN M.\sirR, April 1996. 

Can 1 start a mail order business or 
ad-paper from the home? 

Smpna Sundari, Hyderabad 

Many people start mail order busi¬ 
nesses, papers or newsletters from home. 
You would first have to see what you want 
to deal in, and what people would be in¬ 
terested in buying through the nuiil. Such 
businesses usually fail if they cannot pro¬ 
vide quality goods or fail to live up to the 
expectations of customers. Moreover, you 
must have a product which is not avail¬ 
able in shops. The advertising cost would 
also be high. 

To start an ad-paper, you must have 
the time to go and collect advertisements 
from clients, as also develop a distribution 
channel lor your paper. Both these things 
will require considerable time and effort, if 
you can do it, there would be great scope 
for that. Some people have, on the otlier 
hand, started small papers fur pen-friends 
and hobbies, which can also be considered. 

Why arc cold drinks called soft 
drinks? 

S'anasb Datfa, Guwalmli 

A!, oholic beverages arc called hard 
drinks, as opposed to non-alcoholic bev¬ 
erages, which are called 'soft drinks'. 

Japan excelled in technology and also 
became an industrial nation. How did 
they achieve it with limited resources? 

—T. Srikanlh, Vishakhapalnam 

Japan is a small nation, almost de¬ 
stroyed in the Second World War. After 
the war, its technology was primitive and 


quality deplorable. But they had great 
national pride. Some industrialists took it 
upon themselves to make world class 
products at lower costs. The Sony 
transistor is a result of that approach. This 
thinking helped them make cars and other 
goods too much more efficiently than any 
other country in the world. A sharp 
business acumen with top quality took 
them to the path of success. For the full 
story, read some books on Japan, such as 
"made in Japan" by Akio Monta, which 
will help clarify your question. 

What is the eligibility for joining the 
institute of Chartered Accountants? 

—Indrajit Pal, Coach Beliar 

You can join the foundation course of 
the ICAI after your class 12. They are usu¬ 
ally held in November every year. For 
more information, please write to: Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of India, 
Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi - 110 002. 

I want to do a professional degree so 
that I can look after my family. 1 belong to 
the scheduled caste. Can this help? 

—Rnjesh Dluinak, Delhi 

Many institutes offer special treat¬ 
ment toi Scheduled caste students. Not 
only can they join without fulfilling 
minimum eligibility criteria, but you can 
apply by paying less fee. As such you arc 
in an advantageous position compared to 
other students who have to get in on merit. 
You now have to decide what you want to 
do and apply for it accordingly. You will 
surely be able to get a professional degree 
so that you can look after your family. 

I have cleared the CDS examirution. 




What docs the SSB selection procedure 
consist of? 

—Visital Kumar, lilwbuiuvIntMr 

The SSB interview is a test of person¬ 
ality. Group exercises, tests and group 
tasks are given. For full details about the 
procedure, please refer to our cover story 
on the Armed Forces published in our 
May, 1998 issue. 

1 want to become a genetic engineer. 
Since my family is not very educated, will it 
be a hindrance in my becoming a scientist? 

—S. Chattyopadliyay, Dur^^apui (WB) 

Genetic and heredity factors may 
play a role in certain professions but this 
is not certain. How would one explain the 
emergence of actors, scientists, engineers 
and computer experts even though their 
parents had different professions? You are 
unnecessarily concerned about such 
issues, since entering any career requires 
hard work and perseverance. We are sure 
that, given your efforts, you will be able 
to achieve your dreams. 

What are the prospects after doing a 
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course in Master in Finance and Control 
(MFC)? 

—Chelan Sliarnw, Rohlak (Haryana) 

The market for finance professionals 
is not very good these days, as there is a 
slow down in the market. Many foreign * 
investors and institutions have left the 
country. As such, the prospects for the 
MFC in the short run arc not very bright, 
since CAs and MBAs would be preferred. 
However, if you arc willing to rough it 
out, the prospects may well improve once 
the downturn in the economy is reversed 
in a few years. 

How can I become an air hostess? 

— Suij^dlia Das, Katidi (West Ben^^al) 

To be an air-hostess, you should have 
a good personality and fluency in English. 
The preferred height is 5'-10". Lcxrk out 
for advertisements in newspapers for 
recruitment of air hostesses. Mostly, 
private airlines recruit on the basis of 
interview. If you know a foreign language, 
you can apply to international airlines as 
well. You can also join a personality 


QUESTION BOX 


development institute in the meantime to 
enliance your skills. 

1 have a degree in accountancy. I come 
from a poor family and now I do not know 
what I should do. Can you help me? 

—Malay Bliallacharjce, Deganj(a (W.B-l 
Since you have already completed 
your degree, there is nothing to think 
except that you should take up a job. Since 
you belong to a poor family, higher study 
may not be possible. Maybe if you work 
for a few years, you can save something 
and acquire higher education, if you so 
dcsia'. 


Now You Can Post 
Your Questions At 

http://wnvw.competitionma8ter.com 

And also look for 
Answers to your 
Queries ‘ 








Makfaig the *Net Work for You 


This Month's URL List 
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hitp://www compeiittonmaslar.corTt 
Our very own! 

Entarfoinmenl 

http.//www,minet.cam 

Sony's official site of the 'King of 

Pop'. 

Corporate 

hftpV/www.chialdat com 
The leading advertising 
company and a path-breaking 
site. 

Indio 

hnp://www.punjabtrauma.prg 
An in-your-faee look at the 
troubled 80s in Punjab. 

Outrogoous 

http://www.givemedollar.cam 
A Beggar's home on Cyberspace* 


"Any sufficiently advanced technology is indis- 
tinguishMe from magic." 

. g —Arthur C. Clarke 

iVlagic Indeed. 

Picture this. A new kind of video phone. 
Using which, not only could you talk and sec but 
you could also send written messages, which the 
other person can get whenever he or she con¬ 
nects the phone. And if you were a research stu¬ 
dent, you could keep all your technical data 
stored inside the phone and let odiers see it 
whenever they dialled your number. Or if you 
were the executive in a company, you could put 
all the brochures and information about your 
company stored inside your phone and anyone 
could dial your number and look at that infor¬ 
mation. Wouldn't it be wonderful? 

Or better still someone could actually navi¬ 
gate through your documents moving directly to 
a page of relevant information, using written or 
vocal commands. 

Well, there is such a system in place. And 
that is what we call the Internet. Although the 
analogy of the video phone network given above 
is not factually correct, but in terms of function¬ 
ality, that is what the Internet enables you to do. 

Everyone you meet seems to have some¬ 
thing to say or wants to know something about 
the Internet. What is the Internet, really? What 
can it do? Who is it for? How can I benefit from 
it? The Internet has registered an explosive 
growth since its inception, fmm a few hundred 
computers on the 'net in the early 1980s to sever 
al million by the 1990s. 

The phenomenal growth of the Internet has 
opened up vistas in every avenue, be it educa¬ 
tion, entertainment, or business. On an average 
day, you will find professionals and laymen, 
executives and children, students and experts, 
actually about every imaginable kind of persoa 
using the Internet. You will find people employ¬ 
ing the Internet for business transactions, for 
research, for games, for mail, for fun, for chatting 
with friend.' The entire world is at your finger¬ 
tips. And of course, we at Competition Master, 
are only too well aware of this growing trend, 
and want to enable you to use the Internet and its 
associated technologies to your optimal benefit. 

Starting this issue, and on every subsequent 
issue, we shall take a comprehensive look at all 
aspects of the Internet. From answering basic 
questions, to dealing with specific technologies, 
it shall be the endeavour of this column to not. 
only make you familiar with the technology but, 
most importantly, to help you use it for eriianc- 
ing your career prospects, in whatever is youf 


chosen held of activity. 

As we have seen, the Internet leaves nobody 
unaffected. But the most important usage group 
for it is the student and the professional commu¬ 
nity. Today, it is almost imperative that one must 
know how to use a word-processor or a spread¬ 
sheet on a computer to get into almost any job, a 
fact which was unthinkable only about ten years 
ago. The Internet usage is moving petty much in 
the same direction, albeit, much faster. People 
with Internet usage skills are much more in 
demand in most professions. Also, if you intend 
becoming a professional or a businessman on 
your own, effective u,se of Internet becomes not 
only a necessity but a vital competitive edge. 

The focus of this column will be to help you 
maximise using not only the World Wide Web (a 
common manifestation of which is in the ubiqui¬ 
tous browsc'r), but also getting the most out of E- 
mail (perhaps the single biggest use of the 
Internet), Newsgroups (the definitive source for 
hard to find information), and other such under¬ 
used but powerful .systems. Of oiurse, we shall 
also be taking a look at the most interesting and 
useful sites to visit, and importantly, under- 
^standing how to search for relevant information 
through billions of documents on the World 
Wide Web As with any major technological shift, 
it is always the student/research community 
who begin the initial foray. Then the technology 
is fine tuned for a periixi of few years. But, final¬ 
ly, these are the business organisations which 
actually help in exploding use of the new u;ch- 
nology. The Internet has been no different. The 
only unique factor being that the growth has 
been accelerated many times over because of 
adoption by even the smaller businesses and 
professionals. 

For each one of you, who are looking to 
either break into a new career, or are ready for a 
career change, there is only one thing to remem¬ 
ber. The business environment is being trans¬ 
formed irrevocably as you read this. The flow of 
information, its end use from accounts to strate¬ 
gy, from the shop-floor to the glass offices is 
becoming vital to a healthy organisation. We wel¬ 
come you to explore and glimpse the future, 
which is coming sooner than we thought! 

"They were apes only yesterday. 

Give them time." 

“Once an ape—dmys an ape."... 

"No, it will be different....Comc twek here in 
an age or so and you shall see...." 

The gods, discussing the Earth, in the motion 
picture version of H.G. Wells' The Man Who 
Could Work Miracles (1936) 
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ESSAY-WRITING 


Sbng: Taboo Words 


Those aspiring to write good English, 
striving to acquire the tools ot effective 
communication, can ill afford to overlook 
the hidden bylaws of the English language. 
Slang is one. 

There is a staggering variety in slang 
which may vary from country to country. 
It is said, "Dialect is a matter of geography 
but slang is nationwide." 

It is important to understand slang, 
what it stands for, its shades and meanings, 
l)erause we, in this country, follow what is 
known as the King's (or Queen's) English. 

The American English, with its new 
spelling, may not be frowned upon but it 
has yet to be given formal recognition. For 
instance, how many writers, journalists or 
dictionaries spell colour as "color", 
programme as "program"? 

Many talented young men and 
women unwittingly use slang words and 
earn red marking on their writing, losing 
credit. They defend their selves saying: 
"Well. This Is my style." Of course, they 
overlook that style must conform to a 
universal standard and conviction, not 
individual caprice. 

borne think that only poor and less 
educated people use slang. This is largely 
untrue. A bit of slang is used by everybody. 

Slang is a departure from standard, 
accepted language, but it may easily turn 
into standard language if it meets with 
large favour. Or it may fade out without 
trace. 

"Ain't" is one of our oldest slang 
words. It started in Britain and was given 
currency by King Charles II. But slang is 
tar older than that and quite international. 
In Latin, the word for "head" was caput, 
from which we get a large number of 
words, "cape", "capital", "capitol" and 
"captain" among them. 

The Romans were not satisfied with 
their regular word for "head". They began 
to use in its place testa, which meant "jug". 
This slang use became so widespread that 
hy the time Latin turned into French and 


Italian, we find the descendants of testa 
used as frequently as those of caput with 
the meaning of "head". In Italian, both 
testa and capo arc used today, but French 
prefer tete, while caput, which became 
"chief" in Old French and then passed 
on to English (what is a chief, but a 
headman?) later on and developed into 
chef in France (the man who is at the 
"head" of an enterprise particularly a 
kitchen). 

If we explore further back, we find 
that ancient Sanskrit used a word that 
meant "pot" as a slang, term for "head", 
which reminds us of "crackpot". "To get 
someone's goat" may strike you as typical 
twentieth-century American slang, yet 
we find this expression, with the same 
meaning, in the writings of sixteenth- 
century French writers, 

One feature of slang is its creation of 
many words for the same thing. "Dollar", 
for instance, will appear as "buck", 
"simoleon", "iron man", "toadskin", 
"smacker", and a dozen other expressions. 
The very tact that there are so many words 
contending for the s,ime meaning weakens 
most of them so that they fall by the 
wayside. 

Slang is picturesque and appeals to 
the imagination. The slang current in 
other languages works the same way. 
French, for instance, has words that 
literally mean "camel" or "calf" to indicate 
that a person is stupid, and the "bill" that 
the waiter brings you at the end of your 
restaurant meal is known as "the 
sorrowful one". Spanish calls a pest a 
"calamity", and uses "to scalp" or "to take 
the hair off somebody" in the sense of "to 
kid someone along". "Chicken" is used 
for a handsome, dashing young man. 

Two other items that call for attention 
are cant and jargon. Jargi'n is a form cf 
speech current in a given class or 
profession and hardly understood on the 
outside. 

Cant, the language of the 




underworld, is a variety of jargon. A 
French poet of the fifteenth century, 
Francois Villon used in mai\y of his poems 
a type of Paris underworld cant that 
caimot be understood today. 

American and British cant has been 
mysterious in the past, but today large 
segments of it are known, having been 
spread by detective stories, and many of. 
its expressions have become general slang 
and even regular language. "&wbuck" for 
"$ 10" and "grand" for "$ 1,000" are 
generally understood and uised, though 
they are not the best langitage in the world. 
There arc, however, many others like 
"quizmaster". 

Diere is a form of slang which consists 
of cutting down and abbreviating long 
words or using their initials, as when one 
says "math" for "mathematics", "eco" for 
"economics", or "G.S." for "general 
science". 

These forms arc somewhat frowned 
upon but many similar ones are fully 
accepted, in fact, in a great many cases the 
original longer form is forgotten. "Cab", 
for instance, comes from "cabriolet", an 
originally French word meaning "little 
goat" and applitHf to a conveyance that 
leaped and bounded over the 
cobblestones; "mob" is an abbreviation of 
mobile vulgus, Uitin for "fickle crt'wd". 

I In both these words, it is the initial 
I part that was selected; but in 'van" from 
I "caravan" and "wig" from "periwig" it is i 
the ending; while in "Flue" from j 
"infli'cnza" and "skeet" from mosquito” i 
it is the middle part. "Bus" comes from 
omnibus, a Latin word that means "for 
everybody". 

I Once in a while abbreviations lead to 
confusion. When you say "gas", do you 
mean the gas from your kitchen range, or 
are you abbreviating the "gasoline" that 
is used in the tank of the car. 
i I..anguage goes by custom rather than 
j by reason. Why "Xmas" for "Christmas"? 
liie X is not in the word at all! 
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Improve Your Word Power 

(Fonlgn words commonly used In everyday English) 


1. alter ego (Lat): (a) 
intimate friend (ir) sworn enemy 
(c) ugly face (d) blissful peace. 

2. Mte noire (Fr); (a) object 
of admiration (b) ceasefire (c) 
ghastly figure (d) object of hate. 

3. coup d'£tat (Fr); (a) 
evolution (b) revolution (c) 
reputation (d) dramatif! 
appearance. 

4. d4jb VH (Fr); (a) already 
seen (b) death blow (c) lost 
chance (d) already discussed. 

5. extempore (Lat): (a) dull 
(b) bright (c) offhand (d) 
suggestive. 

6. faux pas; (a) brilliant 
idea (b) mean fellow (c) false 
step (<0 deadly disease. 

7. grand prix (Fr): (a) cheap 
argument (b) grand festival (c) 
victory procession (d) first prize. 

8. haute couture: (a) noble 
profession (b) high fashion (c) 
selfless service (d) personal 
promotion. 

9. ibidem (Lat): (a) out of 
sight (b) near the goat (c) out 
of place (d) in the same place. 

10. joie de vivre (Fr): (a) 
depression (b) excitement (c) 

! celdiralion (d) enthusiasm. 

I 11. lapsus linguae (Lat): (a) 

I slip of the tongue (b) tip of the 
( ice-berg (c) end of the journey 

- - -— . . 

I ANSWERS 

1. alter ego; (a) intimate 
friend. 

—He is my alter ego —we go 
everywhere together. 

I 2. bite noire: (d) object of 
I hate or dread. 

j —In politics, today's hlir 


(d) rule of law. 

IZ magnum opus (Lat): (a) 
exhibitiim (b) explanation (c) 
criticism (d) masterpiece. 

13. nouveau riche (Fr): (a) 
newly constructed (b) newly 
rich (c) newly married (d) 
tastefully decorated. 

14. obiter dictum (Lat): (a) 
old reference (b) rich culture (c) 
poor diet (d) passing nemark. 

15. persona non grata (Lat): 
(a) pleasant personality (b) 
rough weadter (c) unacceptable 
person (d) economic 
development. 

16. quid pro quo (Lat): (a) 
something wrong (b) misplaced 
trust (c) wrong conclusion (d) 
something in return. 

17. raison d'ltre; (a) reason 
fur being (b) mode of transport 
(r) justification for loan (d) 
reason for being harsh. 

18. sine qua non (Lat): (a) 
something intolerable (b) 
something indispensable (c) 
hasty decision (d) social justice. 

19. tite-b-titc (Fr): (a) 
private conversation (b) secret 
negotiations (c) timely 
intervention (d) chance meeting. 

20. volte-face (Fr): (a) 
refusal (b) regret (c) reversal (d) 
rehearsal. 


noire of a particular politician 
can become his bed-fellow 
tomorrow. 

3. coup d'ltat: (b) revo¬ 
lution or sudden change of 
government (unconstitutional). 

—The army staged a coup 
d'etat in a small African country 
and put behind the bars all its 
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elected leaders. 

4. d4jb vu: (a) already seen 
or experienced. 

—The latest grouping of 
political parties for power 
sharing is like a sordid scene d^/b 
vu on the Indian political theatre. 

5. extempore: (c) offhand, 
without preparation or notes. 

—The chief quest made an 
extempore speech on the 
occasion. 

6 faux pas: (c) false step, 
indiscreet remark. 

—A faux pas by the head of 
the State or government can land 
the country in an embarrassing 
situation. 

7. grand prim.(d) first 

prize. 

—The film 'Titanic' has 
bagged many a grand prix in film 
festivals. 

8. haute couture: (b) high 
fashion 

—Wearing jeans both by 
males and females is a sign of 
haute couture among the youth. 

9. ibidem; (d) in the same 
place or book previously 
mentioned. 

—The points that you are 
raising are already ibidem (in the 
book that you are reading). 

10. joie de vivre: (d) 
enthusiasm. 

—Unlike the youth in the 
West who are full d joie de vivre, 
for most of our young persons life 
is a struggle for bread and buttec 

11. lapsus linguae: (a) slip 
of the tongue. 

—A lapsus linguae on the 
part of a Prime-minister or 
President seldom goes 
unreported by the media. 

12. magnum opus (d) 
masterpiece. 


—'Gitanjali' was the 
mngnum opus by Rabindra Nath 
Tagore. 

13. nouveau riche: (b) 

newly rich, snob. j, 

—The nouveau riche (class) 
has appeared on the Indian 
social scene with a bang but 
without a balanced behaviour. 

14. obiter dictum: (d) 

passing remark, or comment. i- 

—An obiter dictum made by 
the learned speaker, though 
inadvertently, created a storm of 
protest among the audience. 

15. persona non grata: (c) 
unacceptable person. 

—He was declared persona 
non grata and forced to leave the 
country. 

16. quid pro quo: (J) 
something in return 

—As a quid pro quo foi 
outside support to the minority 
government ail enquiries against 
the supporting p?rty were 
shelved. 

17. raison d'flre: (a) reason 
or justification for being nr 
existence. 

—Nothing else but work 
seems to be her raison d'itr^. 

18. sine qua non: (b) 
something indispensable or 
essential condition. 

—Patience is a sine qua non 
for a good teacher. 

19. t#le-b-tltc: (a) private 
conversation. 

—^Even the recent lite-a-tite 
between the Prime Minister of 
India and Pakistan failed to break 
any ice over the Kashmir problem. 

20. volte-face: (i) reversal. 

—Her latest speech , 

represents a complete valte-fbce 
in goverrunent thinking. 







\Ne arc grateful to Sri Pradip Kumar Routh of P.O. Kalna (Dist. 
Burdwan), West Bengal for supplying these questions set in a clerical 
cadre examination. 

1. Identify the berak which is not a part of \4:daN: 

(a) Rig (b) Sam 

(c) Upanga (d) Atharva 

2. Gautama Buddha died in: 

(a) Kapilavastu (h) Kushinagara 

(c) Magadha (d) Pataliputra 

3. Identify the name who did not l)clong to the Slave 
Dynasty; 

(a) Qutb-ud-dinAibak (b) Iltutmish 

(c) Raziya (d) Malik Kafur 

4. The Sultan who belonged to the Tughlak Dynasty is; 

(a) Kaikobad (h) Azimusshan 

(f) Alauddin (</) Finiz 

5. The third battle of Panipat was fought in; 

{a) 1526 (b) 1556 

(c) 1557 Id) 1761 

6. Akbar died in the year: 

(a) 1605 (b) 1606 

(c) 1607 (</) 1608 

7. Find the odd name in the list below: 

(a) Clive (b) Hastings 

(f) Cornwallis (d) Caroy 

8 The permanent settlement of land revenue was intro¬ 
duced in the year: 

(a) 1786 (b) 1791 

(c) 1793 id) 1805 

9. The Thaggis were suppressed during the (Jovernor- 
Gcneralship of: 

(a) Bentinck (b) Ripon 

(c) Lytton (d) Curzon 

10. The name of tlie British Prime Minister in whose time 
India became independent is: 

(a) Mtmro (b) Waxell 

(r) Moundjatten (d) Attlee 

11. ’Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was the president of the 
Congress session at: 

(a) Calcutta (b) Bombay 

(c) Nagpur (d) Tripuri 

12. The name of the British official sought to be killed by 
Kshudiram is: 

(a) Rand (b) Kin^ford 

(c) Simpson (d) Tegait 

13. The name of tfje revolutionary who died while observing 
fast for 63 days in the British jail is; 


(a) jatindra Natli Bandyopadhyay 

(b) Jatindra Nath Mukhopadhyay 
(r) Jatindra Nath Das 

(d) Jatindra Mohan Sengupta 

14. The Quit India movement started in: 

(a) April, '42 (b) May, '42 

(c) July, '42 (d) August, '42 

15. At the Arctic Circle the sim remains below the horizon for 
an unbroken period of: 

(a) one day (b) one week 

(c) three months (d) six months 

• 16. The winds blowing from sub-tropical high pressure re¬ 
gion to the equator are called: 

(a) Westerlies (b) Trade Winds 

(c) Northerlies (d) Monsoons 

17. Who are believed to be tUte oldest inhabitants of India? 

(fl) Mediterraneans (b) Negritos 

(rj Nordics (d) Mongoloids 

18. Which of the following land-locked States is economi¬ 
cally most prosperous? 

(n) Haryana (b) Delhi 

» (f) Punjab (d) U.P. 

19. The highest Gravity Dam of India is the: 

(fl) Bhalva (b) Nangal 

(cj Hirakud (d) Panchet 

20. The world's largest exporter of rice is: 

(fl) Thailand (b) China 

(c) U.S.A. (d) Myanmar 

21. Which one of the following is a great circle? 

(fl) Tropic of Cancer 

(b) Tropic of Capricorn 

(c) Lquator 

(d) Polar Circle 

22. What is the International Date lane? 

(fl)‘ It is the eriuator 

(b) It IS the 0 degrce longitude 

(c) It is the 90 degree cast longitude 

(d) It is the 180 degree longitude 

23. The rebel group Tupac Amam laid a siege on the 
_embassy in Lima; 

(fl) Russian (b) U.S. 

(c) Japanese (d) Portuguese 

24. The spacecraft sent to explore the planet Mars is; 

(fl) \byager (b) Soyuz 

(c) Pathfindei (d) Discoverer 

25. Mother Teresa died on_, 1997 

(fl) 31st August (b) 4th September 
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(c) 5th September (rf) 6th September 

26. Hong Kong came under Chinese rule in; 

(fl) April, '97 (b) June, '97 

(c) July, '97 (d) August, '97 

27. Mobutu Sese Seko, who has recently died of prostate 
cancer, was tire ousted President of: 

(fl) Nigeria (f») Rwanda 

(c) Zaire-Congo (d) Mozambique 

28. The refinery blaze which claimed more than 50 lives 
towards the middle of September, 1997 occurred in: 

(n) Maharashtra (h) Gujarat 

(c) Assam (d) Andhra Pradesh 

29. ULKA is an outlawed organisation which operates in: 

(a) Assam (b) West Bengal 

(c) Myanmar (d) Sriliinka 

30. Nadecm, one of the accused in the Gulshan Kumar 
murder case is a: 

(a) Film Actor (6) Film Producer 

(f) Music Director (if) None of these 

31. The current decade has been declared by SAARC as a; 

(a) Decade of Farmers 

(b) Decade of Shelter 

(c) Decade of the Girl Child 

(d) Decade of I’nvimnment 

32. The Jain Commission of inquiry was set up to: 

(fl) probe the growing nexus between crime syndicate, 
bureaucrats and politicians 

(b) review the controversial Tehri Dam Project 

(r) probe the conspiracy behind the assassination of Rajiv 
Gandhi 

(d) review the Sardar Sarovar Dam Project 

33. Rabindranath Tagore was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
literature in 1913 for: 

(fl) Gora (b) Naukadubi 

(c) ChokherRali (d) Geetanjali 

34. The Magsaysay Award is conferred for outstanding con¬ 
tributions to: 

(rt) Public service (b) Journalism 

(c) Literature (d) All of these 

35 "Dr Watson", a fictional character, was created by; 


(rt) PG. Wodehouse (b) A. Conan Doyle 

(c) T.S. Eliot (d) Agatha Christie 

.36. "Great Expectations" was written by; 

(fl) Charlotte Bronte 

(b) Charles Dickens 
(r) Boris Pasternak 

(d) Emily Bronte 

37. Sarojini Naidu was a: 

(fl) Poetess (b) Novelist 

(f) Dramatist (d) Short story wi 

38. The Indian government is modelled on that of; 

(fl) the United Kingdom 

(b) The United States 

(c) Switzerland 

(d) Ireland 

344 NOVEMBER 98 COMPETfilON MASTER 


(b) Novelist 

(d) Short story writer 


39. Which one of the following is not a condition for becom¬ 
ing a citizen of India? 

(fl) Birth (b) Descent 

(f) Acquiring property (d) Naturalization, 

40. Who is competent to amend Fundamental Rights? 

(fl) President (b) Supreme Court 

(c) LokSabha (d) Parliament -* 

41. The idea of Fundamental Rights is derived from: 

(fl) American Constitution 

(b) British Coastitution 

(c) Soviet Constitution 

(d) Swiss Constitution 

42. The Directive Principles cover Articles: 

(rt) 29 to 50 (b) 36 to 50A 

(f) 36 to 51 (d) 29 to 51 

43. Proclamation of emergency must be submitted to the 
Parliament for approval within; 

(rt) one month (b) two months 

(c) six months (d) one year 

44. The Vice-President acts as the President of Lidia when 
the President is: 

(fl) unable to discharge his functions 

(b) ill 

(f) absent 

(d) all the three given cases 

45. Who chooses the Speaker? 

(fl) The LokSabha (b) The President 

(c) The Prime Minister 

(d) The opposition parties in Lok Sabha 

46. Who is world's highest test-cricket run-getter? 

(n) Gavaskar (b) Border 

(c) l^ra (d) Sobers 

47. Who won the W'omen's Singles title in the French Open 
Tennis Championship 1997? 

(fl) Marlma Hingis (b) IvaMajoli 

(c) Steffi Graf (d) Monica Sclts 

48. Summer Olympics 2000 will be held in: 

(fl) London (b) Tokyo 

(f) Berlin (d) Sydney 

49. Commonwealth Games are conducted: 

(fl) every two years 

(b) every four years 
(f) every five years 

(d) every year 

50. Anatoly Karpov plays: 

(n) Football (b) Tirnnis 

(c) Hockey (d) Chess 

• 51. Titan Cup is associated with: 

(n) Hockey (b) Football 

(c) Cricket (d) Billiard 

52. Brazil won World Cup football: 

(fl) two times (b) four times 

(c) five times (d) six times 

53. 'Dronacharj'a' award is mean for: 

(fl) players (b) coaches 
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(c) nnanagcrs (if) club officials 

54. Sanjukta Panigrahi, who died recently was a famous: 

(a) Kathakali dancer [b) Odissi dancer 

(c) Kathak dancer (d) Manipuri dancer 

» 55. A well-known name in the Indian classical music has 

recently made an appearance in a film called 'Saaz'. Name the 
fterson: 

(a) Zakir Hussein (6) Parveen Sultana 

(c) Amjad Ali Khan (d) Bhimsen Joshi 

56. A little ether on the palm gives a cooling sensation be¬ 
cause ether: 

(fl) is a cold liquid 

(b) evaporates 

(f) enters the pores of the skin 

(d) condenses on the palm 

57. If a body is taken from the eartli to the moon; 

(а) its mass will be different but weight will remain the 
same 

(б) both mass and weiglit will be different 

(c) its mass will remain the same but weight will be 
different 

(d) its mass and weight will remain unchanged 

58. Atmospheric pressure is measua*d with a: 

(fl) Hydrometer (b) Baremelcr 

(c) Hygrometer (d) Altimeter 

S'J. Food is cooked faster in a pressure cooker because: 

(a) heat cannot escape from the cooker 

(b) steam is hotter than the boiling water 

(c) high pressure raises the boiling point of water 

(d) in the cooker, water starts boiling a* a lower tempera¬ 
ture 

60. A solar eclipse occurs when: . 

(a) the moon comes between the sun and the earth 

(b) the earth comes bctw'een the sun and the moon 
(f) the sun comes betw'een the earth and the moon 

(d) the sun, the moon and the earth are not in the same 
> line 

' 61. The threc> primary colours arc: 

, (a) blue, green and red 

(b) blue, yellow and red 

(c) yellow, orange and red 

(d) violet, indigo and blue 

62. The device used for converting mechanical cnerg\' into 
electrical energy is called: 

(«) a cell (b) a transformer 

(c) a dynamo (d) an electric motor 

6.3. Hard water does not lather well with soap because: 

(fl) it contains carbonates of calcium and magnesium 

(b) it is highly coloured 

(c) it contains suspended impurities 

(d) it contains sodium chloride 

64. The atomic number of an element Is equal to the; 

(a) number of neutrons in its nucleus 

(b) number of protons in its nucleus 

(c) relative atomic mass 


(d) number of electrons in its outermost orbit 

65. Common salt is: 

(a) sodium chloride 

(b) sodium bicarbonate 

(c) magnesium carbonate 
(cl) calcium chloride 

66. Ozone is important to mankind because it: 

(fl) releases hydrogen in the atmosphere 

(b) maintains the temperature of the earth 

(c) creates a protective coverage against ultraviolet rays 

(d) releases oxygen in the air 

67. A mixture of two or more metals is called: 

(a) an amalgam 

(b) an alkali metal 

(c) a noble clement 

(d) an alloy 

68. In refrigerators, the liquid used as refrigerant is; 

(a) liquid carbon dioxide 

(b) liquid nitrogen 

(c) liquid ammonia 

(d) super-cooled water 

69. The acid present in lemons and oranges is: 

(a) acetic acid , 

(b) hydrochloric acid 

(c) citric acid 

(d) oxalic acid 

70. Taxonomy is a science dealing with the: 

(a) classification of all living organism 

(b) classification of plants 

(c) identification, nomenclature and classification of all 
living organisms 

(d) structure and function of living organisms 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (c) Llpanj^a is a name for any collection of scriptvires, tradition¬ 

ally confined to the philosophical systems of Nyaya and 
Mimansa, the Dharma-sutras, the Puranas and the 
Tantaras. 

2. (b) 3. (d) 4, (d) 5. (d) 6. (tt) 7. (d) 

8. (f) 9. (a) 10. (d) 11. (d) 12. (a) 13. (c) 

14. (d) 15. (d) 16. (b) 17. (d) 18. (c) 19. (<j) 

20. (b) 21. (c) 22. id) 23. (c) 24.-(c) 25. (c) 

26. (c) July 1, 1997. 

27 (c) 

28. (d) Hindustan Petroleum Refinery in Visakhapatnam. 

29. (rt) 30. (c) 31. (c) 32. (c) 33. (d) 34. (a) — 

35. (b) 36. (b) 37. (a) 38. (a) 39. (c) 40. (d) 

41. (a) 42. (c) 43. (a) 44. (d) 45. (a) 46. (b) 

47. (b) The 1998 title has been won by Arantxa Sanchez Vievio of 

Spain. 

48. (d) 49. (b) 50. (d) 51. (c) 52. (b) 53. (b) 

54. (b) 55, (a) 56. (d) 57. (c) 58. (b) 59. (c) 

60. (a) 61. (b) 62. (c) 63. (a) 64. (b) 65. (a) 

66. (c) 67. (d) 68. (c) 69. (c) 70. (a) 
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neUSH UUNHUUSE 


USAGE 

Spotting Enors (1 to 10) 

Read thefollowing sentences to find out if 
there is an error in each sentena. If there is no 
error in the sentence, the answer will be (e) 

1. Everyone stands to gain(a) by It and i 
the sooner(b) it is given a legal shape and 
stTucture(c) tiie better.(d) No error^c) 

2. In urban society(a) the social circle 
is limited by the family(i)) but in the 
village(c) it encompasses the entire 
village.(d) No error.((’) 

3 The market is so(fl) conservative to 
ab8orb(b) different kinds(c) and styles of 
film-making.(d) No erior.(e) 

4. She finds astrology interesting(a) 
occasionally relevant and reassuring(b) but 
in no way at all(c) the dominant motiva¬ 
tion for her life.fd) No error.(e) 

5. The elementary principle of 
justicefa) is that it shouid(b) not only be 
done{c) but also to see to be done (d) No 
error.(e) 

6. Women workers workffl) as hard or 
even harder(b) than their male 
counterpartsfc) but they are paid much 
less.fd) No error (e) 

7. It IS ratherfa) strange that none(f)) of 
the story(t) are experimental m form.(d) No 
error.(c) 

8. He said(a) he had evidencefb) in his 
possession(c) to prove what he had 
stated.(d) No error (e) 

He IS a research scholarfa) that lias 
been working(b) in South Gujarat(r) for I 
about two decades.fd) No error.fe) 

10. rhere seems no doubtfn) about the 
fact that(b) with the setting down of 
galleries(c) things are easier for artists.(<f) 
Noerior.(c) 

Sentence Improvement (11 to 15) 

Below each sentence arc given three pos¬ 
sible substitutes for the underlined part, if one 
of them (a), (b) or (c) is belter than the under¬ 
lined part, indicate your response or answer 
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against the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). 
If no improvement is required, the answer will 
be(d). 

11. To be frank with you, I tWnk your 
son has little chance of passing the exami- 

I nation. 

(a) off passing the examination 

(b) in passing the examination 

(c) to pass the examination 
(iQ No improvement 

12. His indiscretions gave to his en¬ 
emies a handle to use against him. 

(a) gave his enemies 

(b) did gave his enenues 

(c) gave up his enemies 

(d) No improvement 

13. His style is a bit too literary to my 
taste. 

{a) too literary with my taste 
(b) much literary for my taste . 
(r) too literary for my taste 
(d) No improvement 

14. He IS decorating the house with a 
view to sell it. 

(a) with the view to selling it 

(b) with a view to selling it 

(c) with view to sell it 

(d) No improvement 

15. Tlie surprise party turned up as 
flat as a pancake. 

(a) turned out 

(b) turned oft 

(c) turned into 

(d) No improvement 

I Synonyms (16-20) 

In the following sentences, some word or 
group of words are underlined. For each un¬ 
derlined word or group of words, four options 
are given. You are required to choose the option 
that IS nearest in meaning to the underlined 
part of the sentence 

16.1advised him tobe diplomatic with 
people. 

(a) clever 

(b) tactful 

(c) friendly 


(d) polite 

17. Ow flight was held up by fog. 
(d) delayed 

(b) postponed 

(c) blocked 

(d) cancelled 

18. He contemplated what the future 
would be like without the children. 

(a) examined 

(b) tiiou^t 

(c) guessed 
((0 reflected 

19. A sheepish smile on her face wel¬ 
comed us. 

(a) innocent 

(b) dignified 

(c) foolish 
(<0 cowardly 

20. My knowMge of German is rather 
patchy. 

(a) unreliable 

(b) workable 

(c) poor 

(d) incomplete 

Antonyms (21-25) 

In the following sentences, a ward is un¬ 
derlined in each sentence. For each underlined 
word, four options arc given You are reqiiin'd 
to choose the option that is opposite in mean¬ 
ing to the underlined word. 

21. He is rather a neutral character 

(a) unfriendly 

(b) unfair 

(c) partisan 

(d) minor 

22. At forty, he was in his prime and 
full of vigour. 

(a) weariness 

(b) boredom 

(c) dullness 
(<Q bankruptcy 

23. We rqmced ^t the war was over. 

(a) regretted 

(b) disliked 

(c) hated 

(d) lamented 
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24. Her article brilliantly demolishes. 
his argument. 

(a) helps 

(b) upholds 

(c) survives 

(d) opens 

25. The new bill passed by Parliament 
has received President's assent. 

(a) displeasure 

(b) rebuke 

(c) dissent 

(d) disagreement 

Comprehension (26*35) 

Ron/ the following passages car<fully and 
select the most appropriate answer to the ques¬ 
tions given below aich passage. For each ques¬ 
tion, four options arc given. 

I 

The urbanisation process creates yet 
another problem for developing countries. 
Since the creation of shanty towns rein¬ 
forces the cleavage between modernized 
and traditional sectors, political integration 
becomes more difficult^ as does economic 
integration. The move away from rural 
towns and villages to the primary capital 
cities may also inhibit the growth of mar¬ 
keting and communication channels be¬ 
tween the two sectors. The favouring of 
the cities in the development process often 
leads to peasant resentment and may in 
part be responsible for their unwillingness 
to supply sufficient food for the cities, a 
situation apparently prevailing in some 
countries in recent years. Peasants, wary 
of a national government of which they 
feel no part or benefit, are unwilling to give 
up scarce food supplies which may be 
needed in a poor crop year. 

26. What are the two sectors men¬ 
tioned in the passage? 

(a) modernised and traditional 

(h) developed and underdeveloped 
^ (c) rural and urban 

(d) peasants and others 

27. What happetis when cities are 
favoured in the development process? 

(a) It leads to more migration to 
capital cities 

(b) It leads to peasant resentment 

(c) It leads to food shortage 

(d) It leads to creation of shanty 
towns 

28. What does the word "cleavage" 


mean in dw passage? 

(a) cc^ct 

(b) division 

(c) confusion 

(d) gap 

29. Why are peasants wary of a na¬ 
tional government? 

(a) because they are not consulted 
in development matters 

(b) Because Aey feel dtey are not a 
part of the govenunent 

(c) Because they do not hope to ben¬ 
efit in a poor crop year 

(d) None of these 

II 

Media and surroundings are often 
blamed for misbehaviour among children, 
but parents seldom realise that their own 
behaviour is the root cause of the prob¬ 
lem. Parents must understand that their 
moral respottsibility is not only to disci¬ 
pline their children but also adopt ad¬ 
equate parental care such as continuous 
awareness of a child's needs, familiarity 
with his activities, acquaintance with his 
associates and adequate overall supervi¬ 
sion. Media exposure, concede psycholo¬ 
gists, is affecting and greatly itvfluencing 
the behaviour of children and shaping 
their values. 

30. Who is mainly responsible for 
misbehaviour among children? 

(n) Associates 

(b) Surroundings 

(c) Media 

(d) Parents 

31. What does moral responsibility 
mean? 

(<i) Awareness of children's needs 
only 

(b) Enforcement of disc4>line among 
children only 

(c) Adoption of adequate parental 
care of children's needs 

(d) Strict supervision over children's 
activities 

32. What do psychologists concede 
regarding children's behaviour? 

(a) Only media exposure aBects chil¬ 
dren 

(b) Only media exposure influences 
children 

(c) media exposure largely shapes 
and affects children's b^viour 

(d) only media exposure shapes and 
sharpens children's behaviour 


III 

Given the projected growth of inter¬ 
national tourism and its potential as a 
source of foreign exchange, it must figure 
prominently in the dev elopment strategies 
of poor countries. In addition to earniiig 
much-needed foreign exchange, tourism 
is a labour-intensive industry and thus a 
means of alleviating the rising unemploy¬ 
ment plaguing most poor coimtries. Many 
poor countries have great potential for 
attracting tourists with their scenic attrac¬ 
tions, adundant wild life and recreation 
facilities. Properly managed, these natural 
amenities can be converted into foreign 
exchange, jobs and a higher standard of' 
living. 

33. Why does international tourism 
figure prominently in the development 
strategies of poor countries? 

(n) Because it has become a big 
source of foreign exchange earn¬ 
ing 

(b) Because it helps to develop 
home industries 

(c) Because it brin^ countries closer 
to each other 

(d) Because it enhances cultural 
exchanges among countries 

34. International tourism helps 

to_ 

(fl) establish infrastructure by earn¬ 
ing foreign exchange 

(b) alleviate tlie problem.s of unem¬ 
ployment 

(c) project tlie real image of poor 
countries 

(d) to tap the only source of gener¬ 
ating income 

35. Attracting foreign tourists means; 

(a) Utilisation of recreational facili¬ 
ties 

(b) Exploitation of tourLsm jy ilcntial 

(c) Exposure to native scenic attrac¬ 
tions 

(d) More jobs and a higher standard 
of living 

Re-arranging Sentences (36-40) 

In the following sentences, wu are w- 
quired to re-arrange (re-order) parts cf each 
sentence (a, b, c and d) in such a manner that 
the sentence becomes natural and readable. 

36. At the site of(o) all this is 
happening(b) of sea turtles in the world(c) 
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the Largest congregation((f). 

(a) c a b d 

{b) bade 

(c) bacd 

(d) aedb 

37. Effort are also being made(fl) es¬ 
pecially from government departments{fc) 
imusuaily lengthy international calLs(c) to 
keep a track on(d). 

(fl)cabd 

(b) a d b c 

(c) a c d b 

(d) adeb 

38. In touch with people(fl) e-mail is 
widely used(h) a cheap and practical way 
of staying(c) in exchanging notes and trans¬ 
acting business(d). 

(a) cabd 

(b) c a d b 

(c) c d b a 

(d) c b a d 

39. That it has a large role to play(a) 
she is also quite open and warm to the 
media and admits(b) when funds are hard 
to comeby(c) in focussing attention on pov¬ 
erty at a time(d). 

(fl) bacd 

(b) bade 

(c) b c d a 

(d) bdac 

40. Neither a certificate of death(fl) nor 
has her body been found for cremation(b) 
only this time(c) could be issucd(d). 

(a) ebad 

(b) c b d a 

(c) c a d b 

(d) cab d 

Filling in the blanks (41-50) 

Read the foUowin(( passage carefully and 
fill in each blank with the most appropriate 
word, for each blank space, three words are 
given 

For years wildlife 

41. (fl) officials 

(b) specialists 

(c) experts 

have been crying hoarse 

42. (fl) at 

(b) over 

(c) upon 

the turtle population sinking towards 

43. (fl) extinction. 

(b) destruction. 

(c) death. 


And for years, the Environment and For¬ 
ests Ministry has laughed 

44. (fl) off 
(b)at 
(f) over 

the forebodings. But of late 

45. (fl) holes 

(b) chinks 

(c) gaps 

have appeared in that armour of indiffer¬ 
ence. One way to look at this 

46. (fl) indifference 

(b) cruelty 

(c) change 

of heart is that ministry officials were 

47. (fl) surprised 

(b) shocked 

(c) staggered 

at the large number of deaths and the tact 
that no 

48. (fl) selective 
(b) mass 

(f) timely 

nesting lias taken place for two years in suc¬ 
cession at the Gahirmatlia beach. The other 

49. (fl) way 
(b) side 


(c) end 

to look at it is through the tinted glass of 

50. (a) water. f i, 

(b) lucre. 

(c) milk. ■ I. 

ANSWERS 

■ " - . 'C ---— 

1. (c) No error. 

2. (b) 'limited to the family’. 

3. (fl) 'The market is too'. 

4. (d) '....motivation of her life'. 

5. (d) 'but also be seen'. 

6. (b) 'as hard as or even harder'. 

7. (r) 'of the stories' 

8. (c) No error. 

9. (b) 'who has been working'. 

10. (c) 'the setting up'. 

11. (d) 12. (fl) 13. (f) 14. (b) 

15. (fl) 16. (b) 17. (fl) 18. (d) 

19. (r) 20. (d) 21. (r) 22. (fl) 

23. (d) 24. (b) 25. (r) 26. (fl) 

27. (b) 2«. (b) 29. (f) 30. (d) 

31. (f) 32. (c) 33. (fl) .34. (b) 

.35. Id) 36. (b) 37. (d) 38. (a) 


36. (b) 
40. (c) 
44. (fl) 
48. (b) 


41. (c) 
45. (b) 
49. (fl) 


38. (fl) 
42. (b) 
46. (c) 
.50. (b) 
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Quantiiative Apdiuile 

West Bengal Public Service Commission Clerkship Examination, Nov. 23,1997 


1. The simplified value of 1 ^ +2^ of is: 

(n) 2 (b) 1 (r) Rs 2 (cl) Rc. 1 

2. The greatest number of 3 digits which when divided by 

8,16, and 24 leaves remainder 5 in each case is; 

(a) 055 (b) 965 (c) 975 (li) 085 

3. If 58-^ % of A = 83^ 7o of B, then A : B will be: 


(a) 201 ; 140 
(c) 18 : 5 


(li) 27.4 
(il) 180 : 263 


4. The sum ot the greatest and least amongst 


12 1 


, V Jii It / > Z ,,.11 

(rt) 2] ^45 ^ 15 

5. The average age of father and son is 25 years and that of 
father and mother is 38 years. The mother is older than her son by: 

(a) 24 yrs (b) ?6yrs (c) 28yrs (d) 20 yrs 

6. The perfect square nearest to the greatest number of 3 
digits is: 

(a) 96! (10 1000 (c) 1016 (d) 1024 

7. The price of 3 pens and 4 pencils together is Ks 44 and 
that of 4 pens and 3 pencils is Rs 54 The price ot one pencil is: 

{ci)Rsl.50 tli)Rsl75 

vc) Rs2 (i!) Rs2.50 

8. A number on bemg divided by 5 and 8 successively leaves 
remainders 3 and 4 respectively, but when divided by 40 will 
leave remainder: 

(fl) 12 (b) 28 (r) 15 (,/) 23 

9. If the cost price of 15 articles be equal to the selling price 
of 12 articles, the percentage of profit will be; 

(fl) S'l (b) 12^ (c) 20 (cl) 25 

10. A man covers a distance of 21 l.ms of which 5 kms at 4 
kms/hr, 10 kms at 5 kms/hr and the remaining 6 kms at 8 kms/ 
hr. His average speed (in km/hr) for the whole journey is: 


(") si 


(h) si' 


(c) f’i' 


(d) b-i, 


11. 10 men can complete a work in 8 days working 7 hrs a 
day, If 8 men want tc' complete the same work in 14 days, then 
each will have to work per day: 

(fl) 4 hrs (b) 5 hrs 

(c) 3 hrs .30 mins (//) 6 hrs 

12. Rs 4000 is invested at a fixed deposit scheme for 5 ym at 
16% p.a. (simple interest) and the same time Rs 6400 in a Bank for 


4 yrs. If at the end of the respective periods the interest in both the 
cases be the same, tlie rate per cent p.a. in the case of tire Bank is; 

(a) 10 (b) 11 (c) 12 (d) 12^- 

13. The simplified value of (2 - .^3 (7 + 4 is: 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 2S (d) 3 

14 In a question paper there are 100 questions to be an- ' 
swered each carrying 1 mark. But there is a negative marking 
1 

(- 2 ) for each question answered incorrectly. A student aruwer- 

ing all the questions gets 56, tlie number of questions correctly 
answered by him being: 

(fl) 76 (b) 72 (c) 67 (d) 65 

15. A garrison of 1800 men has provision for 10 weeks. The 
nmnber of men tliat can be maintained for 20 weeks on the same 

provision if the daily provision per man be reduced by th is: 

(a) 900 (b) 950 (c) 1000 (d) 1050 

16. Two pipes A and B separately can fill an empty cistern in 
16 mins and 8 mins respectively. Both the pipes are opened to¬ 
gether to fill an empty cistern. If after 4 mins the pipe A is closed, 
then B could fill the remaining part in: 

(ii) 1 mm (b) 1.5 mins 

(c) 2 mins (d) 2.5 mins 

17. A man can row 4 2 kms/hr in still water. If he takes 2 

times as long to row a distance upstream as to row the same 
distance downstream, the rate (m kins./hr.) of flow of water is: 

(n) 1 (h) 1^ (c) ij (d) 2 

18. In a class 55% students read Physics, 52% read Chemis¬ 
try and \T/n read both the subjects. The percentage of students 
who study neither Physics nor Chemistry is: 

(n) 20 (b) 15 (c) 10 ' (d) 5 

19. Three numbers are in the ratio of 5:7:9 and their L.C.M. 
is 1260. The greatest of them is- 

(<i) 63 (b) 56 (c) 45 (d) 36 

20. A cyclist running uniformly at a speed of 4 kms/hr reaches 
the office 5 mins late but if he would run 6 kms/hr he would reach 
there 5 mins earlier. The scheduled time to reach the office is; 

(n) 30 mins (b) 25 mins (c) 24 mins (d) 20 mins 

21. A and B can finish a work in 1 days, B and C in 3 days 

and C and A in 2 days. If Rs 540 be paid for the work, then C will 
get his share as; 

(a) Rs40 (b) Rs44 (c) Rs45 (d) Rs60 
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22. A trader marks his goods 14% above cost price but he 
allows a discount of 8'^ % on the marked price to his customers. 
His profit per cent is; 


(fl) 6^, (b) 5 (c) 4-^ (d) 4 

23. A mixture of 56 litres of liquid contains spirit and water 
in the ratio of 5; 2 by volume. The number of litres of spirit to be 
added to the mixture so that the ratio becomes 3:1 is: 

(rt) 6 (b) 8 (c) 9 (d) 10 

24. A thief seeing a policeman 50 metres away starts running 
with a speed of 4 kms/hr and the policeman gives immediately a 

chase with a speed of 4*^ kms/hr and the thief is overtaken. The 

distance traversed by the thief is; 

(a) 250 m {&) 300 m (c) 400 m (d) 500 m 

25. A mail-train passes over a platform 240 metres long in 21 
secs and a railway bridge on a river in 35 secs. If the speed of the 
train be 54 kms/hr the length of the bridge is; 

(fl) 400 m (b) 425 m (c) 450 m (d) 500 m 

26. In a race of 200 metres B can give a start of 10 metres to 
A and C can give a start of 20 metres to B. C can give to A a start 
of; 

(fl) 20 m (b) 22 m (c) 25 m (d) 29 m 

27. Rs 146 is to be distributed among A, B, C such that the 
ratio of shares A and B = 3; 4 and that of B and C = 7:6. In this 
case A will get: 

(a) Rs 40 (b) Rs 42 (c) Rs 44 (d) Rs 45 

28. The perimeters of two square fields are 96 metres and 28 
metres. The perimeter of the third square field whose area is the 
sum of the areas of tlie (above) two square fields is: 

(fl) 90 m (h) 92 m (c) 96 m (d) 100 m 


29. The simplest value of 


2.55X.045 


respectively, the average-percentage of passing is; 

(fl) 80 (b) 81 (c) 82 (d) 85 

34. Ihe greatest integer of 3 digits which is a perfect squtire 
and which is exactly divisible by 4,6,9 is: ' (' 

(fl) 900 (b) 936 (c) 962 (d) 981 , f; 


35. The simplified value of 


263 


when Js = 1.73 is; 


(fl) j (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 4 

30. A rupee is devalued by 12^ % to buy the same articles 
as before, the buyer has to pay more by: 

(fl) 8^% (b) 12-^% (c) 14^% (d) 18^% 

31. The railway-fare is increased by 25% and thereby the 
number of passengers is reduced by 20%. The percentage change 
in the total income stands as; 

(a) 4% gain (b) 4% loss 

(c) 2*^ 7a gain (d) neither gain nor loss 

32. in a boarding house if 2 students occupy one room then 
5 rooms fall short, but if 3 students occupy one room then 2 rooms 
become excess. The number of studente is: 

(fl) 40 (b) 42 (c) 44 (d) 48 

33. In two successive years 104 and % students of a school 

appeared at the Final Examination and 757 a and 87*^70 passed 


(fl) 0.45 (b) 0.46 (c) 0.47 (d) 0.5 

36. The product of two numbers is 221, one of which is greater 
than the other by 4. The smaller one is: 

(fl) 13 (b) 17 (c) 23 (d) 27 

37. The total cost of a chair and a table is Rs 1000. The chair 

is sold at a profit of % and the table at a loss of 7n but there 

is no loss or gain. Hie original price of a table is: 

(fl) Rs 500 (b) Rs 550 

(c) Rs600 (d)R5 650 

38. Two trains move side by side in opposite directions in 
parallel rails with the same speed of 54 kms/hr. The length of the 
1st train is 150 metres. A passenger on the first train observes tiiat 
the second train crosses him fully in 6 sees. The length of the 
second train is: 

(fl) 160 m (b) 165 m (c) 180 (d) 195 m 

39. 2 men and 5 boys can do of a piece of work in 5 days 

while 3 men and 4 boys can do rd of it in 3 days. The number 

of days that 5 men wilT take to do it is; 

(fl) 10 (b) 9 (c) 8 (d) 5 

40. The product of 2 numbers is 168 and their difference is 2. 
Their sum is: 

(fl) 39 (b) 36 (c) 29 (d) 26 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

3 4 “ Rs 6.60 3 4 660 3 6 

2.(b)LCMof8,16,24 = 48. 

Greatest no. of 3 digits = 999 
999 when divided by 48 leaves remainder 39 
Greatest no. of 3 digits which when divided by 48 leaves 
remainder 5*999-39 + 5 = 965 
Reqd no. * 965 (A no. which is divisible by 48 is also 

divisible by 8,16,24 


3 (a) -^x-^x A - 23 &x-1-Bs:»-A.=32S.x-2- = .2Q1 
3 100 ^ 4 100 B 4 175 140 

4 . ( c )^*. 333 ..., I =.4, 1=.428, A *.444... 

Sum of greatest and least * 

5. (b) Let the ages of son, father and m^er ^ x, y, z resp.*^ 

"-2-25 -A 
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.•.x+y»50.... (/) 
y-»-z>38x2a76.... (ii) 

Subtracting (i) from (it) z - x > 26 

6 . (d) Greatest no. of 3 digits » 999 

^ 31* <999 <32* i.e. 961 < 999 <1024 

999 - 961*38, 1024-999 = 25 
Reqd no. = 1024 

7. (c) l,£t the price of a pen be Rs x and that of pencil be y 

A.T.S 3x + 4y = 44 ... (i) 

4x + 3y = 54... (ii) 

Solving (i) and (it) we get y = Rs 2 

Let the last quotient be 1 
Reqd. no. = 5 (8 x 1 + 4) + 3 = 63 


8.(d)_5. 

63 

8 

12-3 


1-4 


63 when divided by 40 gives remainder = 23 

9. (d) Reqd % profit = 100 Let CT of 1 article be Re 1 

= 25% C.P. of 15 » Rs 15 

S.P. of 12 = Rs 15 
C.P. of 12 = Rs 12 
Gain = 15 - 12 = Rs 3 


10. (a) Total time taken “ 4 ”'’ g" 
= 4 


CT-f) 


A,«.ge speed - = 5 I km/hr 


11. ( 6 ) Men days his 

10 8 7 

8 14 V 

Less men more hours 

8 ; 10 


more days less hours 

14 : 8 

Zxia&A - 5 

8x14 


} 


,, e . MflQAiSJLi - il0Q(L>Ll.fi.xi 

100 .,100 

... x= 12^% 

13. (a) (2-V3 )* (7 + 4 V3) = (4 + 3 - 4 V3) (7 + 4^3) 
*(7-4V3)(7 + 4V3) = 49-48 = l 

(a-b)*»a* + b*-2ab 
(a - b) (a + b) = a* - b* 

U. (c) Let the no. of questions correctly answered by him be x 
A questions answered incorrectly 100 - x 
ATS * X1-4-(100-x)* 56 =» x = 67 


15. (c) Hme Provision 

(in weeks) 

10 1 

20 

more weeks less men 
20 : 10 

less provision more men 
■ 1 

10 ■ ‘ 

laO Qxl Ox x-m 


Men 

1800 


n 

} 


; 1800; X 


x = 


20 


1000 


16. (c) (A and B)'s 1 mins' work = ^ ~ 

Their 4 mins'work = 4^ 

3 1 

Remaining work = 1 - 4=4 

B could fill the remaiiung part in = 8 = 2 mins 

17. (b) Lei the rate of flow of water be x km/hr 

Speed of rowing downstream = -S- + x km/hr ■ ■ 

Speed of rowing upstream = ~ * 

T = ^ A.T.S. = 2 .-^ =» X = 1 ^ km/hr 
2 2 

18. (c) n (AuB) = n(A) + n(B) - n(AnB) 

Students who read either physics or chemistry or both 

= 55 + 52 - 17 = 90 

Reqd. % of students who read neither physics nor 
chemistry = 100 - 90 = 10 

19. (d) Let the nos. be 5x, 7x, 9x LCM = ( 5 x 7 x 9 )x = 315x 

315x = 1260 x = 4 

Greatest no. = 9x = 9 x4 = 36 

20. (|i) Let the distance be x km 

ATS ■?---^ = ^+-^=»x = 2ktn 
4 60 6 60 

Reqd. time = A._ = (2. _ .S.) 25 minutes 

4 60 4 60 


21. (d) (A + B + C)'s one day's work = ' 2 ^ 3 '^ 3‘'‘^^"4 
A's one day's work = ^ ^ 

B's one day's work = 4 ~ ^2 ~ "J” 

C's one day's work = ^”3 

Ratio of their one day's work = ^’' 4 't^“ 5:3:1 
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C's share =-^- x 540= Rs 60 


5 + 5 + 1 

22. (c) C.P. = Rs 100 M.R = Rs 114, Discount = 

m.^nm-25.) _ r . 2i2i 

3 2 


. cp xii-xHOO- 
■ • 100 


P% = 


. p = 2Q9_ 100 = -2. = 4-1- 
"2 12 

23. ( 6 ) Quantity of spirit = x56 = 40 litres 

Water = 56 - 40 = 16 

A.T.S. = l ^ X = 8 litres 
16 1 

24. (c) Let tlie time taken by policeman to overtake a thief be 

X hrs .■ A.T.S. -5^ + 4x = — X D=Sxt 

1000 2 

=* X = -1- hr • Distance traversed by tliief = 4x 
JO 

= 4 X io lcm = 4^xl000 = 400m 


10 


Length of train = 75 m 

A TC 75 +Length of bridge ,, 4 ^_ 5 . 

A.I.&. 

Length of bridge = 450 m 

26. (d) WhUe B covers 200 m, A covers 190 m -^ = ^0 

£. = 2011 
B 180 
£. = 2QQ 
A 171 

C can give to A a start of 200 - 171 = 29 m 

27. ( 6 ) A : B : C 

3 : 4 

7 : 6 


A B 190 180 171 


21 


28 


24 A's share = 


2J+28+24 


= Rs 42 


For Rs 100, the buyer has to pay 

_ 2 Sx-i-xl 00 = 14i% 
2 175 7 

31. (d) I,et the railway fare be Rs x and no. of passengers be y 

.-.Total income = Rs xy 

New income = d2S x x y = xy Neither gain nor loss 
100 100 ^ ’ ^ 

32. (li) Let the no. of students be x 

If 2 students occupy 1 room then 5 rooms fall short 
I.C. 10 students cannot occupy any room 

= 42 

33. (b) Average ‘!i>dge of passing 

104 X 75 + 96 X 175 

=-100—IQO-2_x100 = 8 l 


No. of rooms = -7 => x 


200 


34. (fl) 

35. (b) 


7^-3 _ 2>lLZ1:z2 ^ 


= 0.46 


2 + j3 2-V3 4-3 1 

36. (a) X (x + 4) = 221 =? x= + 4x - 221 = 0 

x-’ + 17x - 13x ■ 221 = 0 (x + 17) (x - 13) = 0 

X = -17, 13 X 17 X = 13 

.37. (c) x + y = lUOO ... (/) 

V 


_x_ 225. + _z_ X 
100 2 * 100 


1000... (ii) 

Solving (/) and (ii) wc get y = Rs 600 
38. (c) Relative speed = 54 + 54 = 108 km/hr 

= 108 = 30m/sec 


30 


= 6 => X = 180 m. Lengtli of Ilnd train = 180 n*. 


39. (b) 2 men + 5 boys can do ^ of work in 5 days 


28. (d) S| = Side of Ist square = 24 m, = "^ = 7m 

A, = S,* = 24* = 576m*, A^ = 7* = 49m* 

Total area = 576 + 49 = 625m* .'. S, = ^625 = 25 m 

Perimeter of third square = 4 x 25 = 100 m 

, (1.32)2-{1.23)2 (1,32+ 1.23)-(1.32-1.23) 

2.55xaM5 - 2.55x0.045 

■ 2.55X.045 

30. (c) Arupee is devalued by 

... Value of Rs 100 = Rs-^ 

Foi Rs ■^, the buyer has to pay more = Rs 
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2M + 5B can do the whole work in 10 days 
or 20M + 50B can do the work in 1 day 

3M + 4B can do of work in 3 days 

3M + 4B can do whole work in 9 days 
or 27M + 36B can do the work in 1 day 
20M + 50B = 27M + 36B or IM = 2B 
SOB = 25M 20M + SOB = 20M + 25M = 45M 

45 men can do the job in 1 day 

45 

5 men can do the job in ^ = 9 days 
40. (d) xy = 168, x - y = 2, (x + y)* = (x - y)* + 4xy = 2* + 4 > I"'’ 
(x + y)' = 4 xl69 .■.x + y = 2 xl3=;26 


(Balance questions and answers will appeal •" 
December 1998 issue) 



Test of Reasonlnii—I 


Qs. 1-8. Find out the missing number in the series of 
numbers given below: 

1. 6; 8; 7; 10; 12; 11; 14; ...; 15. 

(fl) 13 (b) 15 (c) 16 (d) 17 (e) None of these 

2. 13; 17; 23; ...; 41; 53. 

(fl) 26 (b) 29 (c) 31 Id) 33 (e) None of these 

3. ...; 43; 47; 53; 59. 

(a) 39 (b) 41 (c) 40 (d) 42 (c) None of these 

4. 6; 13; 27; 55; .... 

(a) 87 (b) 91 (r) 99 (d) 111 (c) None of these 

5. 6; ...; 3; 21; 7; 28; 4. 

(a) 18 (b) 9 (c) 14 (d) 12 (e) None of these 

6. 400; 441; 484; 529;.... 

(a) 548 (b) 555 (c) 563 (d) 576 (e) None of these 

7. ...; 13; 24; 26; 25; 39; 26. 

(a) 9 (b) 23 (c) 15 (d) 21 (e) None of these 

Q 1. 1. in. ifiQ. 

'(a) 876 ’(b) 1288 (c) 1728 (d) 1834 

(f) None of these 

Qs. 9. Find out the missing numbers: 

9. 36 

16 ? 

7 9 11 

3 4 5 6 


(d) FghE (e) TuvS 

19. (a) FK17 (b) HP24 (c) BZ28 

(d) EW29 (e) MQ30 

20. If all the letters in alphabets were written in reverse order, 
the third letter to your right of 17th letter from your left would be: 

(a) M (b) G (c) H (d) N (c) F 

Qs. 21 and 22. Each of the following questions has a lead 
word followed by five other words. Four of the five given words 
are related to the lead word in a similar way while one is different. _ 
Your task is to find out the word that is different from others: 

21. PERSUADE 

(a) DEAR (b) PARADE (c) DRAPE 

(d) SUPER (e) PADRE 


(a) DEAR 
(d) SUPER 
22. COMBINATION 
(a) COMBINE 
(d) RATION 


(a) COMBINE (b) RCTION (c) AMBITION 

(d) RATION (e) MANSION 

Qs. 23-25. Each of these questions is based on the diagram 
given below. In this Venn diagram: 

(j) the triangle represents physicians. 

(ii) the circle represents rich persons. 

(Hi) the square represents surgeons. 

(iv) The rectangle represents greedy persons. 

Each section in the diagram is numbered. 


(b) 18 (c) 14 

7 


(d) 21 (c) 20 


11 8 (39) 5; 11 (105) 4; 12 (.?.) 7 


16 

15 31 

(c) 1 (d) 8 


(f) 101 


(a) 10 (b) 9 (c) 13 (d) 5 (e) 11 

13. How many numbers between 31 and 50 are divisible by 3? 
(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 (e) 8 


(«) 72 

(b) 56 


(~) 83 

6 

12 

7 


11 

6 

8 


8 

7 

7 


(a) 10 

(b) 9 


(c) 13 


14. 

(a) KMP 

(b) 

WYB 

(c) 

RTX 


(d) CEH 

(e) 

NPS 



15. 

(a) HFEG 

{b) 

TQPR 

(c) 

ZXWY 


(d) MK]L 

(e) 

VTSU 


KLNQ 

16. 

(a) XYAD 

(b) 

GHJM 

(c) 


(d) STVY 

(c) 

QRTX 



17. 

(a) DwBy 

(b) 

HsFu 

(c) 

NmLo 


W JqHr 

(e) 

ShQj 

(c) 

KlmJ 

18. 

(a) QrsP 

(b) 

ZxyW 


M2 6 

10 13 "'^ 


23. Number 2 represents: 

(a) physicians who are surgeons and are rich. 

(b) rich greedy surgeons who are not physicians. 

(c) greedy physicians who are surgeons as well. 

(d) rich and greedy physicians who are not surgeons. 

(e) rich and greedy persons who are neither physicians nor 
surgeons. 

24. Which number represents physicians who are surgeons 
but are neither rich nor greedy? 

(a) 12 (b) 5 (c) 10 (d) 14 (e) 8 

25. Which two numbers represent the same category? 

(a) 5 and 14 (b) 9 and 11 (c) 2 and 10 

(d) 11 and 14 (e) 7 and 9 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. Your task is to 
find out which of the answer figures would come next in the series of problem figures. 



PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 



O O 



OAD □ AO 

28. A □ 

_O_ A O □_ 

“ J7 Jr -Jf 

O O O Y Y 

HY Y^' Y<^ooon 

ADADDAArtAn 

CnC □□□ 3UC □□□ □□□ 

31. un cn CD nD nu 

□ UC Due Due Due CUC 


□ 

0 A 

□ 

0 A 


* 

Y 

□ 0 

n A 

Y 

0 □ 

r» A 

□ U □ 

□ u 
c n c 

1 

□ u c 
□ u 

C c 





□ 

oV 

oVd 


’it 

< C 

-c 

□ 0 

□ 

Y ^ 

0 A 

□ u □ 
u n 
c n c 

□ n □ 
□ u 
c n c 





A 


O ^ SO 


00 ^ o 


V ? 


cp O O 



36. 




0 

0 

V s 

0 

V 

s 

^ 0 

G) 

a 

% 

0 

\ 



V „ V i 

p 

r\ O 
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-'i i. ^ 




O < > o 


IZ> 




^ eg l> ^ 


o X OA □ o 

AX p □ A X 

□ OA Ox AD 


^ ^ c=> 

/•^-i 







I I I I 

• ^il ^ ^ 


■ 

I 












AX 

O ° 

XV 

o □ 

X DO 
< 


o' i,^ 




>[^ 






h~ 




A X 











nnn 

niiP 

lOTj 







V^ 

lIL 

nnp 

nun 

UULJ 

nbu 


■ ^ 



O A V O 


'O o o o o 

■ g> ) 4 > )# )t 

A V V A V A o 
































































































A O V 
□ 

o 

A A 
® □ 

O 

A© V 
□ 

® 

AO A 

□ 







V 

V o 
(§) □ 

@ O 
A V 
□ 

o 

A V 
® □ 

o 

AD 

V© 

o 

A V 
© □ 









Find the odd-man out: 




-Ixl-f x-fx 


A 

58. 


\ O 


^ Oq 

u o 


» ■ ^ IX ^ B 



0 

D 

0 


'A' 

0,7) 


m 



Q 


\EJ 

A 

A 

V 




M 

71 

V 


il 

cc 

e 6 

{ } 

>< 

) ) 

DC 

C D 

>> 

CC 

DD 


[^°a I mVi 

w 


In each of the following questions. Problem Figure I has a definite relationship with figure II. You have to find out from 
the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E, the figure, which has an identical relationship with figure III. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

B 




fo] @ A 




■0 0 


rrn 

i! 



^ U r? 


ODO 


°v? nvo 

° Q O V o 


^ $ 


ft 




-I- = -I- 
XXX 






























































































71 . <^ 



72 Da nu o o 

■ c □ □ c o o 


>■ o 



^ ® 0 
o a ^ 


s n 






o o 
o o 

o o 
o o 

o o 
o o 









ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Make sets of three and mark how scries is formed. 

2. (c) Go on adding 4, 6, 8, 10.. to numbers ronsecutively. 

3. (b) They are prime numbers. 

4. (d) Each next number is double +1 of the preceding number. 
5 (fl) Each alternate number, (second, fourth...) is the product 

of numbers on its left and right. 

6. id) The numbers are 20'; 21'; 22'; 23'; 24'... 

7. (b) There are two scries, 23, 24, 25.and 13, 26, 39.... 

8 (:1 The arrangement is 3 x 1'; 3 x 2' = 12; 12 x 3' = 108; 

108 X 4' = 1728. 

9 (I’l Each number is the total of two numbers below it, ej^. 

3 + 4 = 7; 4 + 5 = 9; 9 + 11 20. 

1(1 (W Just as numbers in question number 9 arc totals, here, 
subtract the number to the lelt from each number; c.^. 
31 -15 = 16; 15 ■8 = 7, 9-3 = 6. 

11 (d) Subtract the square of the number on the right of bracket 
from the square of the number on the left, c8' - 5' = 3‘*; 
11'-4'= 95. 

12. (a) The total of numbers, line-wise and column-wise is 25. 

13. (cl 

I'oransuvrinf^ questions frrni 14 to 19,wnfi’tliealphah1sand mimlvr 
than from A to Z and Z to A. It uvnld bi'Vi-ry casi/ foi i/oii to iimkcout the 
Ptttcni of letters. 

14(0 1S.(W 16.(0 17. (d) 18. ((>) 

1^ (d) Add the numbers given to letters. 20. (b) 

21 (h) In other words, ail the letters are from the lead word, 

1 this one has an extra 'A'. 

22- (c) In all the others, one letter is from outside, this word 
has ail the letters from the lead word. 

(d) 24. (a) 25. (b) 

hot answering ttunexth/pec^questionSiOiViy minute and cttniidstud}i 

’’njidred. The following guide-lines might proiv helpful in solving them: 

(0 Study each figure individually as w ell as in relationship 


with the other figures. ’ 

(if) borne figures may move right to left, up and down, 
clockwise or vice-versa. All the figures needn't move in the same 
direction or at the same pace. Some may move along definite 
points also. (Examples: Qs 26, 27, 28, 34, 41, 52 etc) 

(Hi) Some figures may change in size, may tilt, swing, rotate 
or turn upside down during their movement. (Examples: Qs 28,34, 
42, 52 etc.) 

(iv) Something may be added and dropped from the figures 
according to a set pattern. (Examples: 26, 29, 36, 38, 48 etc.) 

(lO Some sets of figures may Iwe a relationship among them 
and same relationship may follow m the next set (Examples: 32; 40 etc) 
(I’f) All the figures needn't change position at the same time. 
(Examples: 31, 32,39,51 e*c.) 

26. C 27. E 28. A 29. E 30. B 31. A 

32. C 33. B 34. D 35. D 36. A 37. D 

38. E 39 B 40. .A 41. A 42. D 43. B 

44. B 45. E 46. E 47. C 48. C 49. B 

.50. A 51. D 52. B 53. A 54. E 55. B 

56. C. The pattern is wrong. 

57. D. The shaded circles are set in a different way. 

58. B. In all the others the sides of three figures increase by 1 

59. E. One of the figures should only have one side more than 

the other, this one has two. 

60. D. One of the sides should have only one more figure. 

61. B. The arrows are wrongly placed. 

62. D. All the otliers have three straight-line figures only. 

63. B. The big figure in the upper corner should not turn upside 

liown. 

64. A. The inner figure should have only one side less. 

65. E In one of the sets, figures should be facing each other. 

66. A 67. E 68. C 69. B 70 B 

71. D 72. C 73. A 74. E 75. C 
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Test of Reasoning—II 


Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 

1. (fl) Gurudwara [b) Temple 

id) Monastery (c) Mosque 

2. (fl) shell {b) octopus 

(d) snail (c) shark 

3. (a) Sri Lanka (b) New Z( 

(d) Java (e) Korea 


{b) Temple (c) Church 

(c) Mosque 

(b) octopus (c) jaguar 

(c) shark 

(b) New Zealand (c) Cuba 
(e) Korea 


4. (fl) mustard (b) turmeric (c) groundnut 

(d) coconut (c) sesame 

5. (fl) bow (b) helmet (r) turban 

(d) cap (c) hat 

6. (o) lx)ndon (b) Harare (c) New York 

(d) Beijing (e) Canberra 

7. (fl) lira (h) dollar (c) paste 

(d) rouble (e) dinar 

8. (fl) gratitude (b) forgiveness (c) thankfulness 

(d) gratefulness (c) obligation 

Qs. 9-16. Given below in each question are two words that 
have a certain relationship between them. Your task is to find 
out from (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) the word that has a similar 
relationship with the next word (the third one) given in each 
question. 

9. dynamite : explosive ; : dettol; ? 

(fl) injury (b) wound (c) cure 

(d) protect (e) anti-septic 

10. allopathy ; Ayurved : : gun : ? 

(fl) shoot (b) pistol (c) bullet 

(d) kill (e) firearm 

11. May ; August: : Friday ; ? 

(fl) Sunday (b) Monday (r) Week 

(d) Tuesday (c) Saturday 

12. elocution : speech : ; recitation : ? 

(fl) music (&) rhythm (c) rhyme 

(d) poetry (f) contest 

13. time : clock : : distance : ’ 

(fl) tape (b) space (c) miles 

(d) kilometre (e) steps 

14. limerick : humour : : tragedy ; ? 

(a) death (b) horror (c) pathos 

(d) comedy (c) drama 

15. thumb ; wrist: : toe ; ? 

(fl) instep (b) foot (c) heel 

(d) aidde (c) calf 

16. butterfly : caterpillar : : flower : ? 

(fl) plant (b) petals (c) bud 

(d) smell (e) colour 

Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, three out of 


four pair of words have similar relationship. Your task is to 
find out the pair that does not have the same relationship: 

17. (fl) mule : horse (/») rose ; jasmine 

(c) physics : chemistry (d) glass . drink 

18. (fl) Arjun ; Pandava 

(b) Vishakhapatnam; Harbour 

(c) Devegoda : Presidrait (d) Geeta : book 

19. (n) spade : digging (b) thread : stitching 
(c) gum : pasting (d) ointment; applying 

20. (fl) elation : depression (h) death ; life 

(c) success ; failure (d) attempt; progress 

21. (fl) break : hammer (b) laugh : joke 

(c) chew : teeth (d) sweep : broom-stick 

Qs. 22-27. In each of the following questions, a word is 
given followed by its code. Each of the small figure represents 
one letter from the word. Your task is to find out the right code 
for the letters enclosed in box: 


22. 

PLAGUll 
(a}0 (b;A 

(0)0 

(d)B 

W A 

(i)A 

23. 

SHgEK 

Ca)0 (b)H 

(c)A 

fcO® 

foj C 


24. 

galloED 

WA (b)A 

(c)9 

(o!)© 

(«) o 

(OA 

25. 

stBipe 

(alB 

(c)A 

(d)D 

felB 

(n9 

26. 

TRANg^ 

(a)« (t))© 

(c)Wi 

(diB 

I'ej A 

dja 

27. 

[HIermit 
raiA (b)A 

(c)0 

(d)0 

,'e; B 

(t)K 


28. If according to 

a code, 

'ORANGE' 

is 'PPBLHC' 

then 


(c) heel 


'RASPBERRY' in that code would be: 

(fl) SYTNCCSPZ (b) SYTNCGSPZ 
(c) SYVNCCSPZ (d) SYTNZCSPZ 
(f) SYTNCGSSZ 

Qs. 29-30. Given below is the code along with the message. 
Your task is to find out the right code for the right word and 
answer the questions that follow: 

'po ho ro bo' means, 'Some minister is coming'. 

'lo ko jo ho' means, 'All VIPs are coming'. 

'bo yo to ko' means, 'Some Vlft need security'. 

'ko ro mo jo' means, 'All security is arranged'. 

29. What would 'bo lo' mean? 

(fl) security minister (h) some minister 

(c) all VIPs (d) some VIPs 

(c) None of these 

30. What would be the code for 'minister wants security'? 
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(fl) CO fo [X) (b) jo fo ro (c) co fo ho 

(d) po fo mo (e) mo fo co 

Qs. 31>32. During an election, 125 candidates from four 
di^rent parties contested from 40 constituencies. 

Samriddhi Party had B more candidates than Sashakta Party. 

Pragati Party had 4 more contestant than Samriddhi Party. 

Samanta Party had 1 more candidate than Sashakta Party. 

31. Which party had the least number of candidates? 

(a) Pragati (b) Samanta (c) Sashakta 

(d) Samriddhi (e) Can't say 

32. How many candidates from Pragati Party were 
contesting? 

(a) 39 (b) 36 (c) 32 (d) 38 {,-) 40 

Q. 33. Six persons A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting on six 
chairs, three are in the front row and three are just behind 
them in the following way: 

A is to the left of D. 

F is behind C. 

C is to the right of E. 

Now find out which of the following statements is wrong? 

(a) B is in front of A. 

(b) F is to the right of D. 

(c) D is in front of E. 

(d) F is not near A. 

(c) B and C have one person between them. 

Qs. 34-36. Two elderly persons decided to go for a long walk 
from point A to B and back. They started from A at 6..30 A.M. at 
a speed of 6 km per hour but as B was at a height and they were 
growing tired, after every kilometre, their speed lessened by 1 
kilometre per hour, till they reached B. However, during their 
joUmey back from B to A, they maintained their speed of the last 
kilometer they had covered between A and B. They had started 
from A towards east then turned right after one km. Again after 
1 km they turned right and again after going 1 km they turned 
left and after covering 1 km they reached B. They rested at B tor 
15 minutes, they started their back journey. 

34. How far is A from B as the crow flies? 

(fl) 1 km (b) 2 km (c) 3 km (d) 4 km (c) Can't say 

35. At what time did they reach B? 

(fl) 7.27 A.M. (b) 7.29 A.M. (f) 7.31 A.M. 

(d) 7.30 A.M. ((’) None of these 

36. At what time did they reach A iftcr completing their 
walk? 

(fl) 8.54 A.M. (b) 9.02 A.M. (r) 8.47 A.M. 

(dy 9.13 A,M. (c) 9.17 A.M. 

Qs. 37-40. Four persons A, B, C and D live in Agra, Baroda, 
Calcutta and Delhi and are accountant, businessman, collector 
and doctor by profession. Read the following information and 
answer the questions that follow; 

The first letter of the person's name, city and profession was 
not the same. 

A is not a collector nor lives in Delhi. 

D IS not a businessman. 

C and D do not live in Baroda. 

B does not live in Delhi. 


37. Who is the doctor? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) Can't say 
.38. Who lives in Calcutta? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) Can't say 

39. Where does B live and what is his profession? 

(fl) Agra—collector (b) Calcutta—accountant 
(c) Agra—doctor (d) Calcutta—doctor 

(e) Baroda—collector 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(fl) The doctor does not live in Agra. 

(b) C is not an accountant. 

(c) D is a businessman. 

(d) A is not a doctor. 

(c) The accountant lives in Delhi. 

SYLLOGISMS 

in cflcb ifucslion belmo arc j^ven two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV. You have to lake the two 
given statements to he true eivn if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some cats are dogs. 

2. All dugs are goats. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some goats are cats. 

II. All goats are dogs. 

III. No cat is a goat. 

rv. Some dogs are not goals. 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only III and IV follow, 

(cj Either I or ID follows. (d) All the four follow, 

((’) Only III follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All flower.*: are pink. 

2. All pink articles are bitter. 

Conclusions: 

1. All flowers are bitter 

n. All pink articles are flowers 
in. All bitter things are pink. 

IV. Some flowers are not bitter. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Only UI follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some bulbs are lamps. 

2. Some candles arc lamps. 

Conc/u.<iion.s; 

I. No lamp is a candle as well as bulb, 
n. Every lamp is either a candle or a bulb. 

III. Some tamps are candles as well as bulbs. 

IV. All lamps are bulbs. 

(fl) Either I or Ifl follows. (b) Either n or IV follows, 
(c) Only any one of the four follows. 
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(d) None follows. (i’) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some curtains are doors. 

2. Some doors are windows. 

Conclusions: 

1. No window is a curtain. 

II. Some curtains are not doors. 

III. Some doors arc not windows. 

IV. Every window is curtain as well as door. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only IV follows. 

(c) Only I and II follow, (d) Only II and III follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All doctors are engineers. 

2. Every engineer is either teacher or contractor. 
Conclusions: 

I. Some doctors are teachers as well as contractors. 

II. Some doctors are teachers, 
m. Some doctors are contractors. 

rv. All doctors are either teachers or contractors. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) Either II and III or IV follow. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some books are poems. 

2. All poems are tragedies. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some books are tragedies. 

D. Some books are not tragedies, 
m. All tragedies are poems. 

IV. The tragedies that are poems are not books. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows 
Statements: 

47. 1. C is taller than D but shorter than B. 

2. r IS taller than E but shorter than D who is taller than A. 
Conclusions. 

1 B is tallest among all. 

II. E is the shortest among all. 

III. C is taller than A. 
rv. A is shorter than F. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (el Only I and III follow. 

(c) Only II and I\' follow 

(d) Only I, III and IV follow (<’) All the four follow. 
Statements: 

48. 1. All cups are plates. 

2. Some plates are glasses. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some glasses are cups. 

II. All plates are cups. 

III. Some glasses are not plates, 
rv. No cup is a glass. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. (b) Either I or III follows, 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) Either I or IV follows. 


(e) Only H and III follow. 

In each question below is gitvn a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions are 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Although the Lower Court, the High Court and the 
Supreme Court gave their verdict against Mr X and sentenced 
him to death, he received the President's pardon. 

Assumptions: 

I. The President's verdict is always against the courts. 

II. The President is empowered to pardon an accused 
who has been punished by law. 

III. If an accused is acquitted by the Court, the President 
has powers to punish him. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ni is implicit, (d) Either I or II is implicit. 

(c) Either II or HI is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. It is not easy to leave the habit of taking drugs, once a 
person gets addicted to them. 

Assumptions: 

I. Getting rid of an addiction is extremely difficult. 

II. Addiction to drugs is not an easy process. 

III. Some persons take drugs but don't get addicted to 
them. 


(a) Only I is iwplicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) Either II or III is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. In a certain hospital, lots of belongings of patients in 
different wards have been stolen. 

Assumptions: 

I. The hospital staff is involved in these tlicfts. 

II. Some of the patients are thieves and pinch the 
belongings of fellow patients. 

III. Thieves come as visitors of patients and steal things 
whenever they get an opportunity. 

(fl) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only n is impEcit. (c) Either I or III is implicit. 

(d) Only ni is implicit. (e) None is impUcit. 

Statement: 

52. Over 1600 people have been killed and more than 14 
million have been displaced by floods in our country during this 
year. 

Assumptions: 

I. The weather conditions, specially the rains have 
been very unpredictable and fierce this year. 

II. The toll goes that high every year. 

III. The authorities maintain the statistics of the persons 
falling victim to calamities. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only n is impEcit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

(d) Only I and III are unpEcit. (e) All are impUcit. 
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statement: 

53. Nuclear weapons have piled up in almost all the 
countries of the world. 

Assumptions: 

I. All the countries have developed nuclear technology 
and have used it for making weapons. 

II. Nuclear weapons are being acquired by countries 
from nuclear nations. 

in. Nuclear technology is proliferating directly or indirec- 
from big nuclear nations to the smallerones. 

(a) Only I and n are implicit. 

ib) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Either I or III is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

In each question below is given a stalemcnt followed by three 
courses of action numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a step or 
administrative decision to be taken for follow-up, improvement or further 
action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the basis of information 
given in the statement. You have to assume evenithmg stated in the 
statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested courses 
of action logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

r4. As 90% area of the Kaziranga sanctuary is submerged in 
flood-water, animals fighting for their life arc falling an easy 
prey to poachers. 

Courses of action: 

I. The help of army should be sought to protect the 
animals from poachers. 

II. Special outlets should be made so that the water 
recedes fast. 

III. Helicopters should keep a watch for the animals 
escaping from the forest into nearby areas so that they may be 
protected 


la) Onh 1 and II follow. (b) Only 11 and III follow. 

(c) Only Ill follows. (d) All the three follow. 

(c) None follows. 

Statement: 

55. Autopsy of aii injured person who was stabbed by a 
neighbour revealed that he did not die due to injuries, but the 
cause of death was wrong treatment. 

Courses of action: 

I. The neighbour of the person should not be charged 
with attempt to murder. 

U. An enquiry should be made to lind out which 
doctors treated the patient. 

III. The doctors should be punished. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. (b) Only II and III ioUow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. (d) Only I follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

56. In spite of great efforts by the govemmwit and the non¬ 
government organizations, the literacy rate is alarmingly low. 
Co««es of action: 

I. Some attractive incentives should be announced for 


the volunteers working in this field, 
n. No facilities should be givoi to persons who are not 
literate. 

111. Illiterate persons should not be allowed to cast their 
votes. 

(fl) Only I follows. (fc) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

57. The number of persons suffering from dropsy, caused 
by adulterated oil, is increasing in State X. 

Courses of action: 

I. Samples of oil should be checked from all the leading 
shops. 

n. The brands, having adulteration, should be banned. 
III. All the brands having adulteration should be seized ' 
and destroyed. 

(a) Only I and II follow (b) Only 11 and III follow. 

(c) Only 1 and III follow. (d) All the three follow. 

(c) Only any one of the three follows. 

Statement: 

58. Video piracy is creating a great financial crisis for the 

film-world. » 

Courses of action: 

I. All video-shops should be closed. 

II. All persons who are in possession of video cassettes 
should be asked either to destroy them or to 
surrender them to the authorities concerned. 

III. The persons involved in video-piracy should be 
heavily penalized and punished by law. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

In each of the following qiistions, an assertion A is followed by 
two reasons numbered Rl and RII. Apply the reasons to the osserfion, 
and sec which of the reasons lends to the assertion. Tick-mark your 
answers as follows: 

(a) Only RI and not RII is the reason for A. 

(b) Only RII and not RI is the reason for A. 

(c) Both RI and RII are the reasons for A. 

(d) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

(e) Neither RI nor RIT is the reason for A. 

59. A. The government gives compensation to the families 
of those deceased who die due to consuming poisonous illicit 
liquor. 

RI. The government is very sympathetic towards the 
drunkards. 

RII. It is the responsibility of the government to supply 
good liquor to public. 

(fl) a (b) □ (c) G (d) 3 (c) 0 

6u. A. Most of the students always use English for 
conversation. 

RI. Hindi and other mother-tongues lack vocabulary 
for right expression. 

RII. Due to western influence, English has come to be 
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regarded as the language of the upper sophisticated 
class—the chic people's language. 

(a) n (b) n (c) □ (d) n (c) n 

61. A. There are special schools for physically handicapped 
and mentally retarded children. 

Rl. If such children study with average children, they 
develop an inferiority complex. 

RII. The educationists have deviced some special 
methods for teaching such children hence there are 
special institutions and specially trained staff for 
them. 

(fl) n (b) n (c) n (d) n (e) n 

62. A. India has been labelled as a country with under¬ 
developed economy having poor productive levels. 

Rl. Our income per capita is considerably low. 

RII. The speed of technology import and industrial 
development has been rather slow. 

(o) n m n (c) □ (d) n (c) n 

63 A. No country these days can boast of being absolutely 
self-dependent in this era. 

Rl. The citizens of countries do not want to learn ways 
that would help them to be self-dependent. 

RII. Needs have increased so much that it has become 
impossible for a country to grow and produce all 
that it needs. 

(a) n (t) n (c) n {d) □ (c) n 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. {d) This is where monks live; all the others are places of worship. 

2. (c) All the others are basically water creatures. 

3. (e) All the others are islands. 

4. (6) All the others are used for making oil. 

5. (a) All the others are headwears. 

6. (c) All the others are capitals of countries. 

7. (f) This is the only food-item among currencies. 

8. {b) It is a different quality among other emotions. 

9. (e) They have the item and the category relationship. 

10. (b) Both belong to the same general category. 

11. (b) Both have gap of two, June, july/Saturday, Sunday. 

12. {d) They have the delivery and the type oi literary item 

lelatinnship. 

13. (fl) They have the item and the device to n.easure reLitionship 

14. (c) One is concerned with the other. 

15. (d) They have the same type of connection. 

16. (c) One is the later and final stage of the other. 

17. (d) The others are two things belonging to the same category 

18. (c) Second one explains the first, Mr Devegoda was Prime 

Minister. 

19. (d) Others have the item and its function relationship. 

20. (d) All the others are antonyms. 

21. (b) In all the others, the first action is performed by the second 

word. 

Qs. 22-27. Sort out the common letters in uwrds and match them with 
common figures e.g. questions 22 and 23 have 'E' and both have a black 
triangle as one of the codes, hence the black triangle is the code for £. 

22 (ft) ij) ?! Ic) 2'^ (.’) 26 (./) 27. (ft) 

28. {aj Write the alphabets and compare letters I, 3, 5, 7 .. and the 


remaining ones with the codes separately. 
29. (d) 30. (fl) 31. (c) 32. (c) 

33. (c) R <- F D A L 

CEB 


,, a.3o ••0* 

34. (ft) ^ 

35. (fl) i 1 

7.07 I - 6.52 -* 8.22 

36. (ft) J I 

(B) 7.27 ® 7.42 

37. (fl) 38. (d) 39. (a) 40. (e) 

Qs 41-48. The best way to solve these questions is to draw diagrams 
of all firobablc situations and then reach a fool-proof conclusion. Let each 
item be represented by a circle, irrespective of its size. Here are a feio 
examples: 





43.(«) B 


c 



8 c 


. (d) [ w) D )c lc4o! 



c K«) c 


45. (a) r D 


ID m) ^ 


-CD • 


■? T ?Y? 

B C O F E 


4fl.(d)fcT o P C a p (ciG IcI ic^ 





49. (ft) 50. (fl) 

fft) 56 (fl) 

61 . (c) 62. (c) 


51. (c) 52 (d) 53. (d) 

57. id] 58. (c) 59. (e) 

63. (ft) 


54. (d) 
60. (ft) 
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Economic News 


iralta to INI iiKM populout by 2050 

ItxSa is Hl^ to face food, water shortage, as its populelion is sal to increase to a 
phenomenal 1,535 million by 2050 making It the most populous nation on earth, accord¬ 
ing to WorldWatch Institute report. 

The B9-p^ report, tWed Beyond Alaitous, by Lester Brown, president of the Non- 
Governments Think Tardr, projects India’s population to increase to 1,535 mfUion against 
China's 1,517 million by 2050 AO from the present figure of 976 mlilion against China's 
1,255 mHlion. . 

Pakislan, whose population is now 148 million, making it the Sixth largest bn the 
world, will become the third largest in 2050 with a population of 357 mMlon. It says the 
population explosion is certain to be chedted. The issue is only whether It will come about 
by design or through disease and death. 

If that is flowed to happen, says Worldwatdt, India, Pakistan anrl some other court-, 
tries like Ethiopia, Iran and Nigeria wHI have ^Inland of less titan one-tffirth of a hectov 
by 2050. India's grain avallabHiiy Is less than 200 kg a year agatost China's 300 Jcg, 
Pakistan's peaked at 188 kg ki 1981 and It has since then been defining at 1 per cent a' 
year. With aquifers being depleted in most of Chbta and India, that together dominate the 
world's irrigated agriculture, substantial cutbacks in irrigation water tie ahead. Half tiie 
world's people now lack access to sanitation and nearly as many--2.73 billion people-- 
have no reliable source of safe drinking water. Housing for the poor is equally 
non-existent. 

WorldWatch warns of India's impending stoep cutbacks in irrigation water as the 
country’s population approaches the one bte mark and faces the addition of another 
600 million by 2050. The rbsultlog cutbacke to irrigation could reduce India's han/est 
25 per cent. They could also drop food supplies beiow the survivai level, creat¬ 
ing a national food emergency. * 


Slum Notes 

OB 

NodonolNows 

BIHAR 

Govt snubbed as President 
sends back recommendation 
to impose Central rule 

O N September 25, 1998, President 
K.R. Narayanan returned the 
Cabinet's recommendation on Bihar for 
reconsideration. The detailed Ptesiderv-tial 
oommunique—the first of its kind—raised 
many Constitutkxul issues of significance. Mr 
Narayanan based his suggestion fat reconsid- 
eratirai on three counts: 

(a) The condition precedent for the 
invocation of Article 356—failure of the 
Constitutional m-achinery in the State— 
was not adequately made out by the gov¬ 
ernment. 

(h) It would be imprudent to take 
action under Article 3.56 when prelimi¬ 
nary steps such as warning, directives 
and eliciting explanation from the State 
had not been taken by the Union. 

(c) The fact that the government 
headed by Mrs Rabri Devi enjoys majori¬ 
ty support in the Legislative Assembly 
has to be borne in mind, as per the 
Sarkaria Commission report cited in the 
Bommai judgement. 

President Narayanan further point¬ 
ed that "ultimately, Bihar and other 
regions afflicted by the kind of malaise 
described by the Governor needs a 
restorative combination of political, 
social, economic and administrative 
measures. The imposition of 
President's Rule, essentially short¬ 
term as It is, cannot, to my mind, sub¬ 
serve that larger end. 

What has emerged clearly from the 
episode is that law and order has become 
a flimsy excuse on which to rest imposi¬ 
tion of Article 356. Legal opinion believes 


Do You KnowL.. 

The World Tourism Day was observed 
on September 27,1998. 


that the Indian Constitution has several 
checks and balances imder Article 256, 
257 and 355 to ensure law and order with¬ 
out resorting to Pieisdent's rule. 

On September 26, the Union Cabinet 
decided against sending back the recom¬ 
mendation lor reconsideration. Sending it 
back would have meant a direct con¬ 
frontation between the government and 
the President, for the President would 
tlicn have been constitutionally bound to 
accept the advice. 

Also, in the event of a second 
attempt and a subsequent acceptance by 
the Presidenl, the Bihar government 
would have definitely appealed to the 
Supreme Court A stay by the apex court 
would have been a iiugc embarrassment 
lor the Central government. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
President Narayanan visits 
Germany, Portugal, 
Luxembourg and Turkey 

RESIDENT K.R. Narayanan's fort¬ 
night-long visit to Germany, 
Portugal, Luxembourg and Turkey con¬ 
cluded on September 21,1998. The visit 
helped give a new thrust to India's trade 


with European countries. 

Apart from the economic gains, Mr 
Narayanan succeeded in convincing the 
leaders of the four nations that India's 
recent nuclear tests did not pose any 
threat to world peace and were ronduct- 
cd in view of the deteriorating security 
environment in its neighbourhood. 

The focus of the visit, however, 
remained on economic ties and Indian 
officials expressed satisfaction, saying it 
would help India in the long run. 

During Presidenl Naravanan's visit 
to Turkey, tlirce agreements were signed 
on promotion and protection of invest¬ 
ments, science and technological cooper¬ 
ation and development of commercial 
and export infrastructure. Tlie two sides 
also .'iigned an agre(*menl to jointly com¬ 
bat illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs. 

During his visit to Luxembourg, 
Prc-sident Narayanan held extensive talks 
with his counterpart lo bixist economic 
ties between the two countries. 
Luxembourg promised its support to 
India's candidature for a permanent 
berth in the UN Security Council and 
expresscH.! opposition to any kind of sanc¬ 
tions against India lor conducting the 
nuclear tests. 

The economy of the Grand Duchy of 
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Luxembourg, a small country widt an 
area of 2J5% sq km and a population of 
421,000, is dominated by trading in goods 
and services. 

It is already a member of the 
European Union and will be a partner to 
Euro, the single currency for Europe 
being introduced in January. 

Germany, meanwhile, conveyed that 
it will not r«ume aid to India till India 
agreed to sign the CTBT. Mr Narayanan, 
however, clearly told the leaders of 
. Germany that India will not buckle under 
pressure and will not sign the treaty as 
long as it was discriminatory. 

Indo-Portugal bilateral trade got a 
shot in the arm with the signing of a con¬ 
vention for avoiding double taxing. 

The convention seeks to provide a 
fresh impetus to the mutual flow of 
investments, technology, trade and ser¬ 
vices and th's was the first such conven¬ 
tion signed between the two countries. 
The agreement covered areas including 
income tax and surcharge thereon in tl\e 
case of India and provided for lower rate 
of taxes in the case of interest, royalties 
and fees for services. The capital gams 
arising on alienation of immovable prop¬ 
erty and movable property forming part 
of permanent establishment as well as on 
alienation ot shares of a company, wili be 
1; taxable both in the countrv of source and 
■ the countrv of residenc' 

India and France to step up 
political dialogue 

O N September 30, IWS, India and 
h'rance agreed to intensilv political 
dialogue and high-level military consul¬ 
tations and identify areas for long-term 
defence cooperation. This was decided at 
a meeting between Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee and French Defence 


Do You Know... 

The United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) has decided to observe June 
16, 1999 os the "doy of the six billion", 
which is the estimated dote by which the 
vrarld will hove six billion people. The 
world will hove added a billion people in 
c period of jusl 12 years, twice what it 
hod in 1960. 


EcDnoinu; New. 


kimr Ci«cm Card 

the flKich-dale^ Mthwiw to.piti«lda oiacllt ctftki to fahniia to NplNim laacftiiM 
agricultural Inputs Kto aaada, MHsariandpaatieldaa, and dtawoaWt-lar SwIrproducfiQn 
needs, has finaHy 

The Kisan Credit Cardeadteida, fornadatedby die NadonalBankfer AgrteuHuritaKl 
Rural Developntent, will now ba btfiplenHmted by cornmeicialliafika, reload ruml banks 
and cooperative banks. 

Underthe sdtema, bankewUl provide ersdit oardstothpaa vvhfrai9:allglble<dr.iiinB* 
tion of production credit of Re 0000 Md above. 

V Benefictaries wHI be iiafied wMi a cradit oard and paaabodk incorpontOnglha naimi, 
adckwss, particulars of land holding, borrowktg inlt atkf vall(% porloi 

The credit extended wlH be m the nalurt of a revolving cash credb arid provide (or 
ar^ riurnber of drawals and repayminti vdihin the M. 

Such as approach would provide the much-needed ftixttrHfiy lo Ihb farmerbi ohbb|- 
ing Ste appropriate tirne to repay hie loan and reduce the interest btadin. 

The cards wffl be valid for ttiree years aubjact to arwual review based otv perfor¬ 
mance. One d the condltione b that no drawala in the acoexmt ehould remain outotand- 
ing for more than 12 months. 

The scheme will be of immenss benefit to the farmere In an envlrortment 
where they have been forced to turn to private money-lenders who charge exor¬ 
bitant rates of interest. 

unable to repay the dues because of failure of crops last year, hundreds of farmers 
had committed suicide In Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharsahtra, Punjab and other 
States of the country. 

This scheme will go a long-way to help farmers because d low intsreet rales 
charged by banks. 


Minister Alain Richard. 

During the meeting Vajpayee and 
Richard exchanged views on a wide spec¬ 
trum of defence cooperation. France has 
been an important source for India's 
deloncc procurements. 

While France has several items in 
, which Indian armed forces are interested, 
India has conveyed to tlie French side 
that long-term :ooperation in various 
potential areas is possible. 

In l‘f82, both sides signed a memo¬ 
randum ot understanding relating to 
cooperation in procurement, licence pro¬ 
duction and transfer of technology on a 
range ot equipment of interest to the 
Indian Army, 

At present, India has a fleet of 
French-built Mi.age-2000 fighter jets and 
France is keen to sell its 'Alpha' advanced 
jet trainei aircraft for the Indian Air 
Force 

Official,, said Indo-Frcnch ties have 
been multi-faceted in nature involving 
close cooperation in political, commercial 
and teclwological fields. In the past, how¬ 
ever, interaction was focussed on com¬ 
mercial and technological elements. 

Politically, France shares India's 
\ icw on tlae need to see the emergence of 
a truly multi-polar international system 


and in recent months has been vocifer¬ 
ously campaigning against what it sees as 
tl^e domination of the US. 

' For India, it is important to develop 
closer ties with France, which is a perma¬ 
nent member of the UN Security Council 
and is at the forefront of the European 
Union, which is rapidly emerging as one 
of the major influenemg factors in the 
international system. 

President Chirac has strongly reiter¬ 
ated France's commitment to developing 
stable long-term relations with India and 
agreed to have a strategic dialogue with 
New Delhi encompassing the entire 
gamut of bilateral issues. 

Economically and commercially, 
France remains one of the two main dri¬ 
ving forces in the European Union, which 
is bdia's largest trading partner, and a 
source of investment, technology and aid. 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 
UK reports confirm Pak hand 
in terrorism 

CCOKDING to British media 
reports foreign mercenaries trained, 
armed and financed by the Pakistani 
army have hijacked the secessionist 
movement in Jammu and Kashmir apd 
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Minister Babanrao O^oiap, for maldng unsubstantiated i^m^itibn ehir 9 as,iigiir«^ 
him, 

Hazara itfiot to fame in October^Novtmiber T996 when he went on a flBHiiiftO' 
death at his village Hafegan Siddi in Atenednagar ({istrict demarvSng tttigiuiiry ' | 

against the then Agriculture Minister Shashikant Sutar and then trrigetlail MIroiaer i 

Mahadev Shivartrar. I 

Hazara called off hie fast after Joshi announced an inquiry Mo ttte corup^ 1 ! 

charges by a rMtred H|^ Court Jud^ Justice S.W. Puranik end divested M I 

Sutar and Shivahiter of their respective portfolios. M 

The pane) which made e praMnary inquiry, absolved Shivankar of alt Charges i 
of corruption but held SiAar prim tecle guilty and recommended another Inquiry, v 
Aithough Hazara had beeri making accusattons of corruption against advil^. ^ 
ministers from time to timet he hss never been able to substantiate char^ of 
ruptlon by providing evidence thus making the cases in courts of enquiry weak, 
line of action is that It Is very difUcuit to provide evidence that can be held godd ' 
under the present law sy^em. He says that his cnisade against cornMion wHt tranv; 
tinue, evidence or no evidence. ’ 


signs of dte rising tide of fundsmortal* 
ism are starting to be felt across die 
region. 

"There are no longK effective 
Kashmiri militant groups left in the 
Valley and foreign mercenaries are firmly 
in control", The Times warned that the 
near-conquest of Afghanistan by the 
Taliban was adding to the zealotry of 
Islamic militants in Kashmir. 

It said India, with a well-equipped 
Army presence in the State, was capable 
of repelling any direct assault by the 
Taliban or any mercenary force, but 
added that access given to these elements 
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir by the 
Pakistani army could fuel tension among 
the local population. 

Tlie infusion of these battle-hard¬ 
ened mercenaries by Pakistan signals that 
the country's army and intelligence net¬ 
work were raising the stakes in Kashmir 
and that there could be bigger flare-ups 
in the region. 

The lane's Defence Weekly, in one of 
its latest issues, said the Pakistani army, 
besides helping the Harkat-ul- 
Mujahecdin and the l,ashkar-i-Toiba, had 
raised a new mercenary fromation called 
Harkat-ul-Jehad Islamee Tanzeem and 
that all these mercenaries had "disarmed 
local Kashmiri insurgents". 

The weekly said that after divesting 
local Kashmiri youths of arms, they have 
been confuted "to menial non-combative 
tasks". 

In a special report on Kashmir, tlie 
Weekly said thut Harkat-ul-Jehad terror¬ 
ists had been earmarked for Poonch and 
Rajouri regions where they were now 
permanently perched on the Indian side 
of the Lino Of Control (Ix>C), directing 
Pakistani artillery fire. 

The Jane’s said Pakistan's Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) was also paying 
huge compensation to the next of kin of 
the mercenaries killed in Kaslunir and 
had so far spent between $ 14 million 
to $ 19 million for this alone. 


Do You Know... 

Th« Langpui airport at Aizawl is to be 
inaugurated soon by Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, which is the State's 
liMine with the rest of the country. 


ELECTIONS 

Law panel proposes major 
reforms 

nr law Commission, headed by 
justice B.P. leevan Keddy, has priv 
posed far-reaching electoral reforms, 
including a total ban on splits and merg¬ 
ers ot political parlies during the term of 
the Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly 

In the draft proposals, the 
Commission has recommended addition 
of 1.18 more seats to the l.ok Sabha to give 
a more accurate representation ol peo¬ 
ple's mandate 

This moans that the "list svsiem" has 
been suggested bv tlie I'omniission in 
addition to existing "lirsl-past-thc-posl" 
system. 

"Tliese 138 seats, which will be ailot- 
cd to various States after classifying them 
as territorial units, will be distributed 
among the political parlies immediately 
after a general election proportiona'e to 
the percentage of votes secured by them 
in that election". Justice Reddy said. 

To discourage non-serious persons 
from contesting elections, the Corn-mis¬ 
sion has recommended a steep ten-fold 
hike in the deposits of independent and 
non-recognised party candidates. 

To strike at tlie root of criminalisa- 


tion of politics, (he Commission has sug¬ 
gested that a person should be disquali¬ 
fied from contesting elections to the Lok 
Sabha or an .Assembl\' if a court has 
ordered framing of charges in respect of 
oflencc’s listed in the Representation of 
People Act, lOSL 

On the issue of poll expenses, the 
Law Conrmission has suggested that "all 
recognised political parties should be 
obliged to maintain accounts showing in 
full ilet.il the amounts received and 
spent by tlrem. Such accounts should be 
audited rvery financial vear and submit¬ 
ted to the Idection Commission within 
nine months of the relevant financial 
vear. 

riiese accounts, the working paper 
says, should he duly published by the 
Hlection Commission .ind made available 
for inspection by the public on payment 
of a niimiiial tee. 

Tlie Conunission has .ilso lavoured 
State-funding of elections but this would 
only be available for recognised political 
parties. The gox’ernment has been 
advised to ".supply free ot cost to candi¬ 
dates (if rccogni.sed political parties such 
number of copies of electoral roll, diesel 
or petrol for vehicles" to be used for elec¬ 
tioneering. Microphones and other 
equipment, the Commission said, should 
also be supplied by the government. 
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: Parties can be deHrecognised 
for poll boycott, rules EC 

D ONT boycott elections or else you 
shall lose your recognition—tliis Ls 
the Election Commission's message to all 
political parties. 

The order follows the de-recogni¬ 
tion of Nagaland People's Council 
(NPC) for boycotting both the 
Parliament and assembly elections 
held in February Because of the 
boycott, the party failed to meet the 
conditions tor recognition, as pre¬ 
scribed by the bymbols order. Also 
the party, neither returned the 
required number of candidates, nor 
garnered the requisite percentage of 
votes polled. 

The Commission's order said that if 
a party opts to boycott an election, the 
Commission "cannot encourage any such 
move", and the party "has to suffer the 
consequences which legally flow". 

The NPC had argued that its non¬ 
participation was not wilful, it was due to 
inevitable and compelling circumstances; 
it would have been totally unwise to con¬ 
front the Naga Ho Ho and other NCOs, 
who had given the boycott call; the 
results should not be taken into consider¬ 
ation as the elections were boycotted by a 
majority of the people as also by the BJP 
and National Democratic Movement in 
the State. 

The NPC was told that 'the 
Commission was fully aware of the history' ot 
Nagaland and it has its full sympathy for 
the people of the State, but at the same 
time, it is duty-bound to establish a 
democratic system in the Slate of and 
make it vibrant'. 


Do You Know... 

The Madhya Pradesh government's 18- 
month old Education Guarantee 
Scheme, which has ensured a daily 
average opening of 40 primory schools 
in that time, has been awarded a gold 
medal for innovative government pro¬ 
grammes in Commonweolth countries. 
The scheme was chosen from among 
121 projects from 24 countries by the 
Commonwealth Association for Public 
Administration and Management. 


TELECOM SECTOR 
Sweeping changes In tariff 
proposed 

I N a bid to make telecom tariffs in sync 
with global practices, the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India has rec¬ 
ommended sweeping changes in tariffs 
for local, domestic long distance, interna¬ 
tional and mobile telephone calls. 

TRAI released its proposals in a vol¬ 
ume, titled Consultation Paper On 
Framework And Proposals, whose high¬ 
lights arc a slash in international and 
domestic STD call rates, waiver of 
charges for in-coming calls for mobile 
phones, and a simplification of the multi¬ 
slabs system for local calls by proposing a 
twoslab system—free calls and paid calls. 

The complicated multi-slab system 
for local calls under which subscribers 
have to pay varying rates for increasing 
number of calls is proposed to be junked. 

On the fair assumption that sub¬ 
scribers should not be penalised for using 
telephones more, TRAI has proposed n 
number of free calls and, thereafter, the 
same charge for calls, irrespective of their 
number. 

The same philosophy of encouraging 
people to use telephones appears to have 
guided TRAI to propose a sharp reduc¬ 
tion on the rates for leased lines. This was 
also proposed by the IT Task Force and 
TRAI has now suggested new rates. 

To make mobile phones for accessi¬ 
ble to the people, TRAI has proposed to 
make in-coming calls free, both from land 
and mobile telephones. However, TRAI 
has proposed to hike the rental charges of 
mobile phones from Rs 156 to Rs 600. 

This should help the operators, espe¬ 
cially in metro cities, because the pro¬ 
posed rates would discourage the low 
users while encouraging high users. 

A measure of the proposed reduc¬ 
tion in SfD and international calls can be 
had from the fact that STD tariffs are 
sought to be reduced by as much as 52 
per cent, while international (ISD) calls 
are sought to be reduced by as much as 57 
per cent. 

However, local tariffs may go up to 
by 62 per cent at the upper-hnut. The 
upper ceiling on the telephone rental is 
proposed to be fixed at up to 140 per cent 


higher than die existing roital. 

ECONOMY AND PLANNING 
Pact on regulating NBFCs, VAT 

T he Stale Chief Ministers have arrived 
at a consensus to regulate Non- 
Banking Financing Corporations 
(NBFCs) through regulatory and legisla¬ 
tive measures. Mr Yashwant Sinha 
announced the setting up of a committee 
of State Chief Ministers to make a time¬ 
table for CST phaseout, VAT introduc¬ 
tion and formulate the criteria to define 
backward areas. The committee will 
comprise Chief Ministers of West Bengal, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Orissa, and 
Arunachal Pradesh and will submit its 
report on November 15, WB. 

The terms of reference of the com¬ 
mittee include: (a) to formulate the imple¬ 
mentation schedule for uniform floor 
rates for sales tax. 

(h) to finalise the schedule to phase 
out sales tax-based incentive schemes. 

(c) to formulate the criteria for defin¬ 
ing backward areas w'hich arc eligible for 
incentive schemes including the maxi¬ 
mum quantum of such incentives. 

- (d) to suggest a time frame for the 

introduction of VAT and the reduction of 
Central sales tax. 

The Chief Ministers decided to adi'pt 
a comprehensive set of preventive and 
regulatory norms, including arriving at 
an agreement to adopt a legislation pat 
terned on the Tamil Nauu .Act for the pro¬ 
tection of depositors' interests. They have 
also decided to make unauthorised 
deposit ttiking by NBFCs would be made 
a cognisable offence. 

The States have decided te tighten 
registration for NBFCs and also monitor 
these corporations. The Chief Ministers 
also decided that the requisite legislation 
would be moved for the speedy attach¬ 
ment of assets and for the winding up of 
defrauding NBFCs. 

A general concensus was also 
reached upon among the States on the 
introduction of VAT. Some States and 
Union Territories, however, expressed 
the view that arrangements would have to 
be made to compensate them for any pos¬ 
sible loss of rev enue in the tiansitian period. 
The State governments have also 
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At« children going to become rare commodity in Kornto? 

Children will become a rare commodity in Kerala if recent trends in fertility and 
mortality rates in the State are anything to go by. 

As statistics point to a drastic decline in Kerala's population growth, industries cater¬ 
ing to the needs of children are going to have a bleak firture. Already many schoois are 
empty but a worse situation should be expected, warn demographers. 

Fertility has been on a strict declining trend in the State during the past 20 years. 
Crude Birth Rate (CBR) per thousand population, estimated as 43.9 during 1951-61, 
declined to 28.1 during 1971-81, whereas the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) per woman has 
declined from 5.6 children to 3.4 during the same period, says a study undertaken by the 
Centre for Development Studies (CDS). 

Over a period of 40 years Kerala has reduced its child population by 13 par cent. The 
proportion of children has declined marginally from 42.6 per cent in 1961 to 40.3 per cent 
in 1971 and has experienced a tremendous decline of 35.0 per cent in 1981 to 29.6 per 
cent in the latest 1^1 census. 

As a result of past declines in fertility there has been no growth in the population of 
school-going children during the 1970s and 1980s, yet more resources were pumped into 
the educational sector. 

The number of students emoled in ttie schools has shown a tot of lluctuatian during the past 
20 years, but beginning 1992-93 the actual number of enrolment has oofTte down, he said. 

School teachers have increased from 1.42 lakh in 1971 to 1.91 lakh in 1992. The 
student-teacher ratio has come down from 34 to 31 during the same period. 


recognised the need to regulate the sales 
tax wars and the incentive wars 
unleashed Iwtween States in the race to 
attract maximum investments. 

As a foUow-up of the conference, the 
Prime Minister announced, on September 
16, that he would set up a committee of 
Chief Ministers to end the tax "rate war" 
and "incentive warfare" among the 
States. The Committee wilt have two 
months to come up with appropriate rec¬ 
ommendations so that they can be incor¬ 
porated in the State budgets next year. 

I The first meeting of the committee is to be 

i chaired by the West Bengal Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu. Chief Ministers of 
Gujarat, liaryana, Karnataka, Orissa and 
Arunachal Pradesh are the other mem¬ 
bers of the committee. 

CYBERSPACE 

Cyber law likely in winter 

session 

HE Union Government is likely to 
introduce the much-awaited informa¬ 
tion technology bill, aimed at checking 
computer crimes and legalising electron¬ 
ic transactions, in the winter session of 
the Parliament. 

Once passed, tlie Information Tech¬ 
nology Act (ITA) 1998, would be the fii'st 
step towards Information Technology 
(IT) security in the country and will strive 
to improve the concept of electronic gov¬ 
ernance and c-commercc. 

The proposal, in 15 parts with 79 sec¬ 
tions, defines computer crimes and data 
protection to check computer piracies 
and related offences as recommended by 
the national IT Task Force. 

The legislation will ensure security 

Do You KnowL.. 

A naval flofillo led by INS Delhi, the 
Navy's latest guided missile destroyer, 
took pprt in the Internationa! Fleet 
Review hold in Korea from October 12- 
17, 1998, as part of the Indion govern¬ 
ment's "look East* policy. Accompanied 
by INS Rajput, Khanjar and tanker Jyoti, 
these warships are paying visits to ports 
at Singapore, Ho Chi Minh city, 
Chinhae ond Manila, to showcase 
India's technical prowess and capa¬ 
bility in ship-building. 


and easy access of electronic data to facil¬ 
itate better electronic communication to 
promote e-cotimierce thereby recognising 
electronically transacted documents valid. 

Tlie bill will empower all government 
departments to accept as well as to issue 
electnmic dcxruments. Similarly, payments 
can also be availed, strictly abiding by die Act. 

Today, several departments in gov¬ 
ernment do not recognise such docu¬ 
ments and insist on attested or original 
certificates prepared manually. 

To have a check on illegal and unau¬ 
thorised practice of electronic data trans¬ 
actions, the law proposes to set up a con¬ 
troller of certification and authorised 
licensing officers. 

The bill will also confer legal recog¬ 
nition to electronic records by stating that 
any information will not be denied legal 
validity for the documents in the form of 
electronic records. 

The law further s«ys that it has taken 
efforts to minimise forged electronic con¬ 
tracts and recommends amendn.ent to 
various acts to result in a smooth deal. 

The recommendations include suit¬ 
able amendments in the Indian Evidence 
Act 1872, the Indian Penal Code 1860, the 
Reserve Bank of hrdia Act 1934, Bankers 
Book Evidence Act 1891 and the General 
Clause Act 1897, with moderate changes 


in Indian TeIbgraph Act 1885, the Indian 
Post Office Act 1888, Wireless Telegraphy 
Act 1993 and Indian Evidence Act, 
besides advocating stringent measures to 
deal with computer crimes. 

Cyber law committee has recom¬ 
mended stiff penalties tor computer 
crimes which range from Rs 2 lakh penal¬ 
ty to seven years' imprisonment. 

The territorial scope of offences will 
also be made crystal clear to underline 
that oli crimes will be considered as 
committed in India wiiatever nnay be his 
nationality and where the crime took place. 

The bill further states that cyber 
crimes could be tried by a district magis¬ 
trate, additional district magistrate or 
executive magistrate. 

The proposals also brook no offence 
committed by students in a university or 
a college. The Central or State govern¬ 
ment is required to include computer- 
related crimes as violation of student con¬ 
duct policies and subject him or her to 
"disciplinary sanctions" including dis¬ 
missal from the institution. 

It .specifies punishable ofences like devis¬ 
ing or executing scheme or to artifice to 
d^ud, deceive, or extort or wrongfully corv 
trol or (itain money, property, or data as a 
legal ruse to keep the hackers and "com¬ 
puter thieves" at bay. 
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WORLD ECONOMY 
Financial critis drags down 
the economies 

N ot since the early 1980s have so 
many countries been in recession. 
As the global financial crisis has spread, 
the economies of more and more coun¬ 
tries have been dragged down, with a 
few possibly skidding into a damaging 
depression. 

The turbulence that began more ttum 
a year ago in the currency and stock mar¬ 
kets of South-East Asian nations has since 
spread to Russia and is now threatening 
Latin America. Only North America and 
Western Europe have so far been spared. 

The causes of the crises are as varied 
as the countries themselves. But some of 
the common problems are heavily indebt¬ 
ed banking systems, overvalued curren¬ 
cies, lofty government spending and 
excessive reliance on foreign loans. 

Some countries, heavily dependent 
on commodity exports, have been bat¬ 
tered by sharp declines in the prices of 
such raw goods as crude oil, copper and 
grains. Some have been caught up in die 
turmoil because of close trading ties with 
a country in distress. And still odiers 
have been i! taken because of investoV 
worries about putting money in any 
developing country, healthy or not. 

Meanwhile, United Nations confer¬ 
ence on Trade and Development (UNC¬ 
TAD), in its 1998 report, has suggested 

Do You Know... 

Lhtar Pradesh has become the first State 
in the country to set up a dedicated road 
fund for development of roads. The rood 
fund has been created by increasing 
sales tox on petrol and diesel from 12 to 
20 per cent. The fund is expected to rake 
in Rs 450 crore every year. 
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mHnivi KliVMfNMm nwpwijp IMM 

1lit UPK3P1000 Hymm Dav^p^nssA N>9N hw m 
174 oountriaa. M«lght)ouirB Myanmar (131) Pai^ (13^ rWttoM In 
Humn DavaioiMieRi: InU^ 

Tha laport InOHl M 139 kt fisnclm^saiatad Dfva^^ c Hfi 

wpaeiaricy M birOt of 014 tor famalBB and 01.4 for ma^ iwi aduKlltarat^ 
par oent to (amaiaa Bnd 6S.S par cant lormaiaa; oomtiirMd fbabaacoiuMhlrd^oviri proia 
arHnlmantTB9oof404p«re«alor1amalaaand{p0.1 par cant 1orfna|«i,pa)oiRlBt|ftd 
atarad lix»ma baloo 25,4 per cam for ienwlai aind 744 par cant tor flWlM and a SD) 
vahiaoiO^SM. 

Tha lop tm. In ordOr, ara (^nada, FiBne», Nonway, U&A loalaind. Pinland, 
Naihariimda, Japan, NawZaWand eiKl Swadan. Ch^ 

UNDiP^a 1^ raport aiiaanlriaa oonsumpifon ftom tha pahtpadlva of human devel- 
opmant. R oonoiudaa thtidoapRs a drami^ surge In consunnfition In many oquntrlea, all 
li not wall. Mora than 4 bHADn the opporunity to eonautne In wtipi Rm would allow 
tham to matf ttwt moM bt^naidB. 

HOP Mitaa tliM donaMihptioh has grown at an 'uni»<aoadahiod paoain tha zOto can- 
tory, raaching loitia 024 btUon ih 1999, but toatgrowth has undairnlned imapects of 
auaialnabto human dawMb^^ 

A ehfld bom to thaindustila) world adds more to coMurnptton and pQRuRon over his 
or her ie4ma than do 3(Hi0 oMklren to devetoping counMw. 20 per cent of wortcTs pop- 
uMon to the NgtHnooma oOuniftoa account for 99 per cent of total private coneum^lon 
while tha poorato 20 p«r cent aOBounl tor a mere 1.3 per cent. 

The richeet 20 per card paopto »count for 53 par cant carbon dioxide emissions 
whito ifw pooiato Sito tto a rnsre 3 per cent, 

Otoce 1060 todusMoRaiwi ttountites have accounted for mora than half the Increase 
to raiiource use. 

ConsumiMlon levela in poor countries have been too low to meet the basic needs of 
more than a bUHon people. 

tt states that stret^ chofoas of rich countries as then world's dominant consumers 
wRIbecrttictdtodatemdnlr^theyure. 

Qktoto warmtog from carbon dioxida emissions will be devastating for many poor 
countrtaa. Bangledash ooukt see Rs tend area shrink by 17 per cent. 

Poor people vid poor countries pay the price of over-consumption. 

An esHmatad 2.7 million deaths ocoa each.year from air poHulion 2.2 million are 
from indoor poRutlon. 90 per cent of the victims are rural poor in developing countries. 

Of the 4.4 bitikm people in developing countries, nearly three-fifths lack 
basic sanitation. 


that the debtor developing countries, fac¬ 
ing a speculative attack on their curren¬ 
cies, should have the right to impose uni¬ 
lateral standstill on capital transactions. 
This should be in line with unsafeguard¬ 
ed actions permitted under the WTO 
rules. 

'’"he report has estimated the current 
East Asian crisis at about one per cent of 
global output or about $ 260 billion this 
year alone. 

It said these crisis do not follow a 
single pattern but some recurrent fea¬ 
tures are there. Banking crisis is often 
linked to speculative bubbles. Currency 
crisis is often preceded by sharp increas¬ 


es in capital inflow, attracted by a combi¬ 
nation, of interest rate differentials and 
stable exchange rates. 

UNCTAD has cautioned the policy¬ 
makers not to go in for financial reform 
when the economy is in the throes of an 
economic crisis. When the currency tur¬ 
moil is associated with financial difficul¬ 
ties, raising of interest rates over an 
extended period simply worsens the 
problem, by causing widespread corpo¬ 
rate and bank insolvencies. The curren¬ 
cies should not be left to float and sink, 
while international rescue funds are used 
to bail out international creditors. 

The report's detailed analysis of 







world econonuc perfornuince and 
prospects shows that developing coun¬ 
tries as a group have so far bera hdt more 
severely by the consequences of the crisis 
than developed ones, although there are 
important'iegional variations. 

It said for the first time in many 
years, growth in the developing world 
will fall below that in the developed 
economies, to less than 2.5 per cent, half 
of that of 1997. The slowdown has also 
reached Qiina, where growth is unlikely 
to be much above 6 per cent. 

On India, the report has forecast 
an optimistic outlook for 1998, pre¬ 
dicting the overall economic growth 
to be higher than the 5 per cent level 
of 1997. 


I 


in a gathering of top financial 
officials of G-7 countries, on October 
4, 1998, Japan was urged to share up 
its fragile financial sector through 
infusion of public funds, to keep its 
financial system stable. 

A collapse of the Japanese financial 
system could risk sending the global 
economy into a deflationary spiral and 
worsen the credit crunch. 

Japanese Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said that his country would 
provide loans worth $ 30 billion to neigh¬ 
bouring countries suffering economic tur¬ 
moil. ITie aid is earmarked for Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand. 

Fifteen billion dollars are to go 
towards short-term swap agreements 
which are to help ease trade. The other 
$ 15 billion are to be disbursed as long¬ 
term loans. 

Mr Miyazawa also said Japan would 
take all necessary measures to get its 
economy moving and to reform the bank¬ 
ing system. 

G-7 meeting, however, failed to 
produce a concerted effort to boost 
the global economy. 


Oo You Know.,. 

The Tutas hove named their smalt cor 
'Indica*, from the phrase 'India's cor'. 
Indico was popularly referred to as 
'Mint' since it was unveiled at the Auto 
Expo in 1997. 


Indit hM largest QNP m world 

Based on puictia^ power parity terms, India has the fifth largest Gross National 
Product (GNP) in the world, according to a World Bank report. 

GNP is a tough measure of what a nidion produces in goods and services in a year. 
The calculatioh is made in two ways. 

The convendonal mettiod is to assess the value in local currency and convert It into 
dollats. A more reli«d)le mediod is called Puchasing Power Parity (PPP), i.e. the GNP Is 
rou^ly valued in AmetieOT prices for a proper comparison. 

India's GNP in PPP terms in 1997 was $ 1,587 billion (per capita in PPP $ 1,650). 

India is behind the US (GNP $ 7,690.1 billion), China ($ 4,362.5 billion), 
Japan ($ 2,950.7 billion} and Gemtany ($ 1,748.3 billion) but ahead of the four other G- 
7 members—France ($ 1,280.3 billjon), UK ($ 1,220.2 billion), Italy ($ 1,152.1 bflHon} and 
Canada ($ 861.6 bHIion). 


UNITED NATIONS 
53rd UN General Assembly 

ECRETARY-General Kofi Annan 
opened the general d^ate of the 53rd 
General Assembly, the largest annual 
gathering of Presidents, Kings, Prime 
Ministers and Foreign Ministers, on 
September 21, 1998, obliquely criticising 
the US for using missiles to combat ter¬ 
rorism and expressing concern over the 
nuclear tests by India and Pakistan. 

Painting a bleak picture of the world, 
he said that conflicts in Afghanistan, 
Kosovo and Congo showed the impor¬ 
tance of nations in ridding the globe of 
the scourge of war. 

The Secretary-General also con¬ 
demned the network of terrorism iind 
said that this global menace clearly calls 
for glolial action. "Individual actions by 
member-States, whether aimed at State or 
non-State actors, cannot in themselves 
provide a solution. We must meet the 
threat together", he said. 

Non-proliferation, terrorism, curren¬ 
cy crisis in South-East Asia and regional 
conflicts in Africa and Afgiianistan domi¬ 
nated the agenda. 

In his speech. Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee assured the international 
commonity that India was prepared to 
join the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT), banning nuclear tests globally, 
subject to lifting of sanctions against it. 
Mr Vajpayee projected India as a respon¬ 
sible nuclear weapons State, which was 
willing to cooperate with the global 
nuclear order to pursue nuclear disarma¬ 
ment. 

While Pakistani Prime Minister 


Nawaz Sharief had accused India of con¬ 
tinuing "the nightmare of the Kashmiri, 
people" in his speech, Mr Vajpayee 
showed remarkable restraint on Pal^tan- 
inspired terrorism in Kashmir, referring 
only to the fact that India has "had to 
cope with terrorism, aided and abetted by 
a neighbouring country, for nearly two 
decades. 

Significantly, while not rejecting the 
globalisation of national economies, Mr 
Vajpayee came out harshly against "an 
unbridled free market system" arguing 
that it could not be allowed to "aggravate 
existing economic and social disparities". 
He lashed out against the pre-mature lib¬ 
eralisation of capital markets and the 
povror of "virtual money" which had 
destroyed national economies (ref s«Hilh- 
cast Asian economil's) as their regulatory 
mechanisms could not cope with the 
rapid in and out movement of currencies. 

AUSTRALIA 

Conservative party wins polls 

P RIME Minister John Howard's Con- 
scrvativ'c government was re-elected 
in elections held on October 3, 1998, and 
claimed a mandate to reform the nation’s 
tax system despite a diminished grip on 
the Parliament. 

The main opposition liibour Parly 
won a big haul of votes away from the 
government, but not enough to deliver 
them a majority in Parliament's House of 
Representatives. 

The Conservatives held off a strong 
challenge from the far right-wing One 
Nation Party, which attracted about 8 per 
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cent of file nationa] vote. 

One nation leader Pauline 
Hanson, who exploded onto the 
political scene about 18 months ago 
with proposals to freeze Asian immi¬ 
gration and cut welfare programmes 
for aborigines, appeared not to have 
been re-elected, calling into question 
the party's ability to continue. 

About 12 million registered voters 
cast their ballots at thousands of polling 
booths in public buildings, from the 
nation's desert outback to its tropical 
north and in its modern, bustling cities in 
the southeast. 

GERMANY 
SPD wins polls 

OCIAL Democratic Party, led by Mr 
(ierhard Schroeder swept the polls 
held on September 28, 1998, thus 
ending a 16-year reign of Mr Helmut 
Kohl. This was the first time that a 
change of government had been through 
an election. The last two changes in 1969 
and 1982 were because of some araiition 
partner detecting. 

Kohl's Christian Democrats man¬ 
aged just 245 seats (a loss of 49 .scats) as 
against 298 won by the SPD (a gain of 59) 
of Schroeder in the Bundestag which has 
a total of 669 seats, including 13 
members who get in because of sup¬ 
plementary mandate. The CIreen 
Party which is regarded as the natur¬ 
al partners of the SPD has got 47 
seats which means a strength of 345 
for the SPD and Creen coalition. The 
CDU/CSL''s partner in the Kohl 

Do You Know... 

According to the "World Communi¬ 
cations Report” brought out by 
UNESCO, The Times of India figures 
among the top 30 dailies in the world in 
terms of circulation. The doily recorded 
a sale of 9,78,000 copies in 1996, the 
highest in the country, of its editions 
combined. Ten Chinese, nine Japanese 
ond one South Koreon newspapers are 
the other dailies from Asia figuring in 
the list. The report says that 67 newspo- 
pers per 1,000 inhabitants are sold in 
India, up from the 1991 figure of 21. 
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Government, the liberals (FDP) have 
got 44 which gives the three a total of 
289 only. 

USA 

Teary Clinton says he sinned 

N September 11,1998, President Bill 
Clinton sought forgiveness from his 
country and family for his transgres¬ 
sions. 

"1 have sinned", Mr Clinton said 
plainly in a wrenching speech at the 
National Prayer Breakfast meeting the 
White House hosts annually. 

Earlier, the 445-page Kenneth 
Starr report was presented to the 
Congress in which at least eleven pos¬ 
sible grounds for impeachment of 
President Clinton, for his cover-up of 
the Monica Lewinsky affair, were cit¬ 
ed. They included perjury, obstruc¬ 
tion of justice, witness tampering and 
abuse of power. 

The Starr report also contained lurid 
details of about a dozen sexual encoun¬ 
ters between Prt*sident Clinton and Ms 
l.ewinsky. 

During his August 17 testimony, 
taped from the While House, Mr Clint^p 
had told the grand jury that whilst he 
acknowledged a physical relationship 
with Ms Lewinsky, he did not believe the 
definition of "sexual relations" included 
their activities. 

On October 7, after a day-long 
debate marked by repeated refer¬ 
ences to the Constitution and the 
nation's founding fathers, the 37- 
member House Judiciary Committee 
voted to open a formal inquiry into 
whether President Clinton deliber¬ 
ately tried to conceal his sexual liai¬ 
son with Monica Lewinsky. 

The impeachment investigation 
has been set in motion for only the 
third time in American history. The 
steps taken in the House are similar 
to the ones taken 24 years ago against 
Richard Nixon. 

The Judiciary Committee's vote 
was split strictly along party lines; 21 
Republicans approved an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry whilst 16 Democrats 
vigorously opposed it.' 




RUSSIA 

Duma okays Primakov as 
Prime Minister 

T he Russian Duma overwhelmingly 
approved, on September 11, 1998, 
Yevgeny Primakov as Prime Minister 
after he called on all political factions to 
unite behind his government and tackle 
the country's economic crisis. The Duma, 
the lower chamber of Parliament, voted 
315-63 to confirm Primakov, in a major 
show of support for the new govern¬ 
ment. 

Earlier, after the Duma had rejected 
Chernomyrdin for the second time. 
President Yeltsin had also been threat¬ 
ened with impeachment. Inspite of heavy 
expectations, Yeltsin did not send 
Chernomyrdin's name for the third’time. 
Primakov's name had been proposed by 
the leader of the Liberal Yabloko Bloc, Dr 
Grigory Yavlinski, at the negotiations 
with Yeltsin. If Chernomyrdin's name 
had been rejected the third lime, Yeltsin 
would have been free to dissolve the 
House, something that he could no\ 
afford since the country is sliding 
towards the repetition of the Indonesian 
economic scenario. 

Primakov, 68, a former Soviet for 
eign policy expert, is seen as a technocrat, 
not ideologically linked to any political 
faction. He has, however, been critici.sed 
in the West for taking a less liberal line on 
foreign relations. He was named Foreign 
Minister in January P)96, and has been 
praised by most of Russia's political fac¬ 
tions for doing a g<xid job. In December 
1991, he was named head of the Russian 
Foreign Intelligence Service after years ol 
working in Soviet government agencies 
and political think-tanks. Former Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev had picked 
him as one of his closest aides during th(‘ 
reform period of the 1980s. In i989-i‘’9(t 
he worked as a speaker of one of the 
Houses of the Soviet Parliament. In 1990, 
he became Gorbachev's special advisor 
for foreign policy issues and in 1991 
became widely known in the west for his 
efforts to avert the Gulf War, by dirat 
negotiations with Saddam Hussein. 

Prime Minister Primakov said he 
will launch a new economic course to 
"correct the mistakes of the past" but will 





not scuttle refonns or return the conunu- 
nists to power as his aitics are charging. 

Responding to claims by liberals that 
his government will be a Trojan Horse 
f Riled with hard-line Communists, Mr 
t^rimakov said he intends to choose only 
solid professionals and will not tolerate 
any political partisanship. 

Mr Primakov hinted he might print 
money to pay govermnent debts to public 
sector workers, pensioners and the army. 
He also suggested tliat he might move to 
protect Russia's domestic industries from 
foreign competition, and use State funds 
to revive agricultural production. 

TREATIES 

Landmine treaty now 
international law 

T he international treaty eliminating 
production, use and stockpiling of 
anti-personnel landmines has become 
international law after it was ratified by 
40 countries. 

The convention's entry into force 
would have far-reaching implications for 
both mine-affected and mine-producing 
countries. It will provide the internation¬ 
al legal framework upon which govern¬ 
ments that bind themselves to the con¬ 
vention will be required to take measures 
to break the chain of anti-personnel land¬ 
mine use. 

The West African State of Burkina 
Paso became tlic 40th State to ratify the 
treaty on September 17, 1998. Some 120 
States had signed the treaty in (Htawa in 
Drcember 1997. 

The treaty will force countries to 
destroy all stockpiles within four years, 
remove mines from the ground within 
ten years and bind governments to com¬ 
pensate their victims. 

Major mine-producing countries 
which are yet to ratify the treaty include 
the United States, Russia and China. 

The treaty establishes a mine affect- 

Do You Know!.. 

Sun TV became the first private Indion 
television channel to hove a direct satel¬ 
lite uplink after permission was granted 
by the government. Earlier, the uplink 
vnis from Singapore. 


ed State's right to seek international assis¬ 
tance and acknowledges the UN as a 
principal source of help for countries 
dealing with landmines and their effects. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
Eight nations move to 
intensify global disarmament 

coalition of eight UN members has 
docidi'd to intensify its initiative 
aimed at creating a world free of nuclear 
weapons. 

The nations—Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Sbvenia, South 
Africa and Sweden—will jointly sponsor 
a UN resolution soon, urging the 185- 
member Cicncral A.sspmbly to finalise an 
agenda for the achievement of nuclear 
disarmament, possibly within a specified 
timeframe. 

It will be the first time tlial the 
Assembly considers a move to eliminate 
the world’s nuclear arsenals. The propos¬ 
al IS expected to draw strong opposition 
from the world's five major nuclear pow¬ 
ers—the US, France, Britain, China and 
Russia. India announced it would sup¬ 
port the proposal for disarmament. 

PAKISTAN 
Army Chief resigns 

OR days there were rumours of Army 
take over in Pakistan. Then on 
Octobi'r 6, 1998, Chief of Army Staff, 
General Johangir Karamat, while 


addressing the officers in Lahore, 
advocated establishing a national 
security council to institutionalise 
the decision-making to avoid any 
political instability in the country. 
He emphasised the need for 
strengthening the national institu¬ 
tions through professional leader¬ 
ship. 

On October 7, Cicneral Karamat 
took the nation by surprise by 
announcing his resignation, which 
followed after serious differences 
with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief, 
over the October 6 speech. Besides, of 
late he had become publically critical 
of the way the Sharief government 
was functioning. 

Nawaz Sharief government quickly' 
announced the appointment of Lt Gen 
Parvez Musharraf as the new Army 
Chief. The new Chief is a Mohajir and has 
been chosen over Gen Ali Kuli Khan, a 
Pathan, the assumed choice for the job. 
Gen Khan was poised to take over from 
Karamat, as per the army tradition. But, 
according to obser\’ers, Gen Musharraf 
has been brought in because he is a weak¬ 
er candidate and is expected will not pose 
a challenge to the Prime Minister. 

The resignation of Gen 
Karamat is seen to have strength¬ 
ened Prime Minister Sharief's 
position. It also indicates that the 
powerful military establishment 
approves of the policies of Sharief 
government 
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AWARDS 

Dayawati Modi Award, 1998 

H NDI poet and scholar Ramdarash 
lishra has been selected for the 
award. 

Gandhi Peace Prize, 1998 

T he Ramakrishna Mission is the recipi¬ 
ent of the Gandhi Peace Prize for 1998, j 
for its pioneering role in social and po- ■ 
litical transformation through non-vio- ' 
Icnce. 

Indira Gandhi Award, 1997 

D r A.P.J. Abdul Kalarn, India's top 
nuckar scientist, is the recipient of the l 
award j 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1998 | 

For constructive social work; Acharya ■ 
Ramamurti (Bihar) | 

Tor promoting Gandhian values out- i 
side India: Kiimari jharondhara Qioudhary 
(Bangladesh) i 

For application of science and tcch- 
nologif lo rural development; DrUevendra 
Kumar (Maharashtni) 

For espousing the cause of women and 
children: Social worker Dr Rajammal P. , 
Devdas (Tamil Nadu) 

Kabir Puruskar, 1998 I 

CANTANU Deb Bnrma of Tripura has : 
Obeen selected for the Kabir Puruskar for ' 
her role in preventing violence during j 
ethnic riots in 1997. 

Tagore and Nehru Literacy Awards, 

1998 i 

M AHASWETA Devi is the recipient of 
the Tagore Literacy Award for | 
1998 for her contribution towards cdii- i 
eating tribal women, while Dr D.P. i 
Patnaik is the recipient of the Nehru j 
Literacy Award for his role in adult | 
education. 
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AVIATION 
Saras to fly by 1999 

T he fourteen seater multi-role, 
indigenous aircraft Saras will have its 
first flight before the end of 1999. 

60 per cent of the aircraft is indigenous, 
with only the engine and some equipment 
being bought from Britain, France/Canada 
and other European countries. 

BOOKS 
Across Borders 

F ormer foreign secretary J.N. Dixit 
traces fifty years of India's Foreign 
Policy, in this book, and says that the coun¬ 
try has managed its foreign policy with 
practicality and good sense. 

River of Fire 

Q URRATUL-Ain-Haider's novel, 

Ka Darya, which won her the Sahitya 
Akademi and Jnanpitli Awards, has beef! 
translated by the author into English. It is 
a historical novel which starts from 
Chandragupta and ends in the post-inde¬ 
pendence era in 1956. 

Selective Memory 

S HOBHA Dc writes reminiscences and 
stories from her life in this autobio¬ 
graphical work. 

Spies from Space: The ISRO Frame-up 

I . Rajasekharan's book about die ISRO spy 
scandal raises questions about the au- 
cnticity of the scandal and traces the 
story as to how it started. 

The Tunnel of Time 

T he autobiography of the famous car- 
t(X>nist, R.K. Ixixman. 

CYBERSPACE 

Indian Army on the Internet 

T he Indian Army is now on the world¬ 
wide web to counter more than 100 e- 


mail services and websites geared to 
"internationalise" the Kashmir issue. 

Launched on August 20, 1998, 
www.armyinkashinir.com is updated e\'- 
cry fortnight to counter what the Army calls 
propaganda on violence in Kashmir, by 
putting forward its views on contentious 
I issues like human rights, encounters, and 
\ atrocities by militants, 
j The Army's Internet site is the brain- 

I child of Lt Gen Krishan Pal, the 15 Corps 
] Commander. 

! The website is high on political argu¬ 
ment and statistics. It exposes the role of 
foreign mercenaries, accusing them of 
murder, loot and rape. 

DAYS, YEARS 

Visit India Year 

1 999-2000 is lo be ob.scrved as "Visit 
India Year". 

I 

: DEFENCE 

; Systems to fight nuclear exposure 

T HIi Nuclear, Biological and 'v.hcmic>il 
(NBC) systems, successfully designed 
. and developed by the scientists of the 
I Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), can function eftcc 
! lively in a contaminated area and remove 
I the deadly effects of weapons of mass di- 
> struction. 

With the indigenously-built sys- 
! terns, India joins the select band of coun- 
i tries like the United States, Russi.i, 
i China, Israel and the NATO inember'^ 
' who possess similar protective mecka- 
I nisms. 

I The NBC Collective Protective 
System (CPS) can provide protection 
even against a nuclear blast. It is a 
pre-fabricated galvanised steel struc¬ 
ture, with two main living modules 
that can shelter 60 people for 96 hours, 
I and a utility module, all connected by 
' vestibules. 







Defence Software Park 

T he Army, Navy and Air Force have 
joined h^ds to come up with a se¬ 
cured, high-speed, multimedia-based, 
national network to handle voluminous 
data. 

The Wide Area Network (WAN) 
would transmit voice, data and video 
across it. It will also have indigenous 
firewall security system to protect it from 
hackers. 

Indian Army also plants to set up an 
Indian Institute of Information Technol¬ 
ogy (HIT) in Hyderabad, to exclusively j 
train Army-personnel. j 

Successful exploitation of new IT tech- ; 
oologies like data mining would provide I 
the commanders with superior decision- 
taking capability througli analysis of data 
fmm different perspectives, which was im¬ 
possible with existing tools. 

The technology could answer ques¬ 
tions like why a gun was misfired or a 
missile did not hit the target, and pro¬ 
vide solutions accordingly. Army is also 
working on a new Operational Informa¬ 
tion System (OIS) for faster sensing, col¬ 
lection, recording and processing of 
informations for speedy decisions and 
executions. 

DISCOVERY 

Rare insect discovered in Antarctica 

S cientists have discovered a rare fam¬ 
ily of polar insects in Antarctica during 
extensive research operations at tiangotri, 
the Indian Research Station (IRS) in the 
iev continent. Indian zoologists, studv- 
ipg existence ot animal life in the sub¬ 
zero climate, hit upon the peculiar fam¬ 
ily of "springtails" during research op¬ 
erations. 

In their six and half months of inves¬ 
tigations in the uninhabited continent, 
during 1990, the team zeroed in on 17 
species of protozoa, 10 nematodes 
(worms) and two species of springtails, 
of whicli one belonged to a rare family. 
Scouting about 58 sites, located over 36 
freshwater lakes and swampy areas in the 
polar region, the team found an enormous 
wealth of living species braving the un¬ 
bearable chill. 

The scientists fished out a peculiar 
microscopic animal resembling a miniature 


bear, from the icy waters of the 
Priyadarshini lake. The microfauna, be¬ 
longing to the taidigrada family, has been 
nicknamed "water bear". 

PERSONS 

Anand, Adarsh Sen 

T he new Chief Justice of India, he suc¬ 
ceeded M.M. Punrhhi on October 9, 
1998. Horn on November 1, 1936, he was 
appointed additional judge of the J&K 
High Court in 1975 and confirmed as per¬ 
manent judge the following year. He was 
i the first Indian to be awarded the fellow- 
[ ship of the University College, London. 

; He was also unanimously elected as hon- 
I orary bencher of the society of Inner 
; Temple in 1997. 

I 

! Bi, Fatima j 

S ARPANCHofKalvavillageinKurnool j 
district in Andhra Pradesh, she is the | 
: recipient ot UNDP's "Race Against Pov- 1 
, erty" award. She transformed a backward i 
village into one w'herc women have become 
self-reliant, ever since the UNDPC'* 
launched its poverty alleviation scheme 
; there. She persuaded the women to join 
the Poddupu I.akshmi si^heme and the 
. savings under it helped liberate the women. 

! Women wen* given trainmg in tailoring and 
embroiderv, adoloscent girls were enrolled 
in night schools and a creche was started. 

' ,\s a result, the village has prospered. 

' Choudhury; Kumari Jharanadhara 

R ECIPIEN r of the lamnalal Rajaj Award, 
1998, Ms Choudhury has promoted 
tinndhian vakics in Bangladesh, where 
she runs Candhi .Ashrams in 28 villages, 
covering 48.000 people. 

Devdas, Rajamnfal P 

A home science graduate from Madras 
University, she was among the first 
persons to receive a Ph.D. from the USA. 
She was one ot the pioneers of the school 
lunch programme in Tamil Nadu, which 
feeds about nine million children today. She 
is one of the lecipicnts of the Jamnalal Bajaj 
i Awards, 1998. 

I Kumar, Devendra 

I IP ECIPIENT of the Jamnalal Bajaj Award 
i x\for application of science in rural de- 




velopment. Dr Kumar was associated 
with the Quit India movement and later 
with the All India Village Industries 
(AIVI). He successfully experimented 
with utilisation of groundnut cake ifor 
edible purposes, improvement of bulioci^ 
driven oil press, and simple processes oSf 
soap and paint-making. He has been in¬ 
volved in the integrated development of 
villagers, and has been on the expej’l 
panel of the Planning Commission in, the 
seventh plan. 

Ramamurti, Achatya 

R EClPIENTof the Jamnalal Bajaj.Awald, 
J998, for social work, Acharya 
Ramamurti gave up his lecturer's job for - 
social work. He undertook a padyalra for 
a whole year on an appeal from Acharya 
Vinoba Bhave an ! covered over 3,500 vil¬ 
lages in Munger district. He has helped 
reconstriicl 30 villages to uplift Harijans 
and other disadvantaged communities 
Under his leadership, the rural people 
learned improved methods of agriculture, 
health and hygiene. He provided them 
with spinning machines and successfully 
weaned them away from the habit of 
drinking. 

j RESEARCH 

' Scientists di.scover how proteins arc 
; transported 

I NDIAN scientists studying thcstnicture 
Lif living cells have discovered tiny rafts 
! on their surface, transporting a class of 
proteins the way boats carry people across 
the river. 

The phenomenon of "rafting", ob¬ 
served for the first lime in living cells, viay 
lead to new methods of preventing trtins- 
mission of infectious diseases. 

This important discovery by Rajat 
; Varma and Satyajit Mayor of tire National 
Centre for Biological Sciences in Banga- 
; lore has been reported in the prestigious 
' infernationai science journal Naltm. 

! The cell membrane is a dynamic 
! structure made up of a variety of sub- 
• stances called lipids. Within this "sea of 
] lipids" the scientists found "micro do- 
I mains which act like moving platforms, 
i or rafts, transporting proteins presient on 
j the surface to their destinations inside the 
1 cell." The rafts also act as relay stations 
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for the transduction of signals through the 
cell. 

SPACE 

Satellite network without earth stations 

A satellite network for data transmis- 
ion, devoid of conventional terrestrial 
relay stations, will uwadc the sky by 2003, 
to increase transmission speed. 

The network, comprising several 
hundred Low Farth Orbit (LEO) satel¬ 
lites, will handle data for mobile tele¬ 
phony, multimedia, radio and television 
services. 

The new satellites, capable of commu¬ 
nicating with each other upto distances of 
45,000 km, through laser beams, arc being 
developed by the German Aerospace De¬ 
velopment Agency (DLR). 

The satellites will orbit the earth 
at a height of about 350 km, communi¬ 
cating with each other as well as with 
geostationary satellites at a height of 
36,000 km, which will serve as refer¬ 
ence points. 

Unlike current satellite systems, the 
planned network will allow bi-direc¬ 
tional communication without earth re¬ 
lay stations, that serve as the media 
between users and satellites at present. 

Earth receives massive radiation from 
distant star 

A burst of radiation from a distant star 
mashed into the earth's upper atmo¬ 
sphere in August, 1998, with enough en¬ 
ergy to power civilisation for a billion bil¬ 
lion years. 

The immimse wave of energy, the most 
powerful ever recorded from beyond the 
sun, caused at least two satellites to shut 
down briefly, but it reached the earth's 
surfat e at a strength equal only to a typi¬ 
cal, single dental X-ray. 

The burst of gamma and X-ray radia¬ 
tion struck the earth over the Pacific Ocean 
on August 27,1998 and was so powerful 
that it temporarily ionised the upper at¬ 
mosphere, just as the sun does in the day¬ 
time. 

Seven scientific satellites detected the 
massive eruption. 

The energy was largely absorbed by 
the upper atmosphere and only a minus¬ 
cule amount of radiation reached the 
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earth's surface. 

The eruption came from a neutron 
star, called SGR1900R14, in the con¬ 
stellation aquila some 20,000 light 
years away. Astronomers said it is 
extremely rare for such a distant stel¬ 
lar explosion to have any effect on 
earth, attesting to the immensity of 
the energy release. 

MISCELLANY 

Corporate business school in 

Hyderabad 

T he Indian Schcx)l of Business (ISB)—a 
world class business school, is to be set 
up at Hyderabad. 

Ihe ISB will enjoy affiliation with lead¬ 
ing business schools like The Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania 
and the J.K. Kellogg Graduate School of 
Management at Northwestern University. 
The ISB is scheduled to open in the year 
2000 - 01 . 

UNICEF's programmes on South 
Asian girl child 

T hanks to the united Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) a 
regionwide series of Meena TV 
programmes, highlighting the issues 
special relevance for girls, have been 
launched. 

The Meena series deals with problems 
that confront girls in particular and chil¬ 
dren in general. 

Meena leads as ignoble a life as a real- 
life girl-child in countries of sub-continent 
do. She longs to attend school like her 
brother but her parents see no reason to let 
her go. 

This is where Meena becomes a role 
model. For, instead of suppressing her fierce 
desire for education, she gets help from 
her pet parrot Mithu and with her inven¬ 
tive mind, working overtime, she succeeds 
in convincing her parents to allow her to 
join s«.hool. 

The Meena series features full anima¬ 
tion, music, sound effects and dialogue in 
English, Urdu, Nepali, Bengali, Hindi and 
13 other Indian languages. 

Tigers facing new threat to survival 

D espite the WUdlffe (Protection) Act, 
1972, which extended total legal pro¬ 


tection to tigers in India, poaching poses 
a new threat to the big cats, as tigers are 
killed for skin, bones and other (pody 
parts. 

The last decade has seen a rise in com¬ 
mercial demand for tiger parts, for use in 
traditional Chinese medicine in South Asia. 

A report by a London-based international 
conservation organisation says "poaching 
for Chinese medicine, which has a lucra¬ 
tive market in the West, is responsible for 
death of at least one tiger in India every 
day". 

The tiger population was less than 
2,000 when the first census was imdertaken 
in 1972. The figure in 1993 was 3,750. 

The species would have been closer 
to extinction in the country had it not 
been for Project Tiger. However, accord¬ 
ing to a World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) report, after an initial rising 
trend there has been a decline in tiger 
numbers, which is now of major con¬ 
cern. 

India faces terminator gene threat 

S cientists ate working on methods to 
detect plant material containing the 
deadly terminator gene, when it comes lO 
India. 

The technology, developed and pat¬ 
ented bv the US firm Delta and Pineland, 
has stirred a controversy because it geneti¬ 
cally modifies a plant to prevent its seeds 
from germinating. 

This effectively means that farm¬ 
ers cannot save part of the harvest seed 
for sowing in the next session, as it is 
traditionally done, but need to buy 
fresh seeds from the company each 
season. 

Delta and Pineland have obtained 
a patent for cotton and tobacco and 
commercial production is expected to 
begin by 2002. The concept involves 
altering a sequence of three crucial 
genes to ensure that the embryo within 
a seed is killed and the seed does not 
germinate. 

Several scientists and non-govern¬ 
ment organisations at home and abroad, 
fear the technology may be extended to 
self-pollinating crops that include impor- ^ 
tant cereals such as rice, wheat and 
maize. 
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GAMES 

New dates for National Games 

THE Indian Olympic Association has 
decided to conduct the fifth National 
(lames in Imphal from April 25 to May 5, 
1999. The Games were earlier scheduled 
from October 4 to 14, 1998, but were 
postponed as the infrastructum was not 
ready. 

Commonwealth Games 
THE first Commonwealth Games in Asia 
were held in Malaysia from September 11 
to 21, 1998. The second biggest sports 
festival in the world after the Olympic 
(lames, it had over 4,000 competitors fwm 
70 countries and regions. 

Australia finished tlie games with 80 
gold medals, off its record of 87 four years 
ago, while England was second with 36, 
Canada had 30 and Malaysia was fourth 
with 10. India finished seventh. 

Final Medals Tally ifirst ten) 

Cminfn/ G S B 

Australia 80 60 58 

England 36 47 53 

Canada 30 31 .38 

Malaysia 10 14 12 

S. Africa 9 11 15 

New Zealanu 8 7 19 

India 7 10 8 

Kenya 754 

lamaica 4 2 0 

Wales 3 4 8 

Some of the important Indian 
achievements were: 

Mansher Singh and Manavjit Singh: 
gold in pairs Trap event. 

Jaspal Rana and Ashok Pandit: gold 
in men's centre fire pistol pairs. Rana won 
an individual gold in mm's centre fire pistol. 

Roopa Unnikrishnan: gold m 
women's sport rifle event. She scored 590 
■and eclips^ the previous Games mark of 
589 points set by Elsa Kotzeof South Africa. 

Satish Rai: set a Commonwealth 
record in snatch and won silvers in clean 
and jerk. 


Arumugam Pandian: gold in the 65 
kg category. 

Dharmaraj Wilson; gold in clean and 
jerk with 140 kg and silver for his total 
effort of 242.5 kg. 

ATHLETICS 

Rath Marathon 

; BHAIRAV Singh Lone won the 16th Rath ■ 
j Indian Open marathon held at New Delhi. 

BILLIARDS 

World Professional Championship 
GEET Sethi won the Florsheim World 
professional billiards championship, 
j beating Mike Russell 1400-1015 in the final 
1 held at Ahmcdahad. 

I CRICKET 

I Irani Trophy 

I RANJI champions Karnataka lifted the 
i Irani I'rophy for the fourth time by virtue 
. of their first innings lead, as their fivc- 
i day match against Rest of India ended in 
' a draw. The match was played at 
; Bangalore 

i Hcaly breaks world record 
. IAN llealy broke Rodney Marsh's wi»rld 
record of 355 dismissals when he had 
; I’akistan's Wasim Akram wickcl in the first 
cricket Test between Pakistan and 
: Australia played at Rawalpindi. Healy 
was playing in his 104th Test and got 355 
wickets in 96 Test matches. 

I Zimbabwe-India One-day series 
; INDIA beat Zimbabwe in the second 
I one-dayer played at Bulawayo to wrap 
! the three-match series. India had beaten 
! the hosts by 8 wickets in the opening 
I match. Zimbabwe prevented a sv/eep 
I and beat India by 38 runs in the third 
I and final one-dayer played at Harare. 

1 

i Sahara Cup '98 

' PAKISTAN won the Sahara Cup 4-1. India 
I won the first game but lost out all others. 


Pakistan-Australia Test Series 
AUSTRALIA registered their first Test win 
against Pakistan in 39 years in the first 
Test played at Rawalpindi. Pakistan 
started the last day's play at. 137 for 9, 
trailing by 107 mas on the first innings. 
Australia were able to get the last man out 
I in'3.5 overs to win the match. 

i FOOTBALL 

I Subroto Cup 

! DELHI'S Modern School beat Christ 
I Collegiate School in the tie-breaker to lift 
I the Subroto Cup football tournament held 
1 in New Delhi. 

I Federation Cup 

I MOHUNBagah lifted the KBL Federation 
i Cup football title held at Calcutta, 
i defeating East Bengal 2-1 in the finals. 

I SWIMMING 

i National Aquatic Championship 
j KARNATAKA retained the overall title 
i and Police team finished second ui the 
53rd National Aquatic Championship, 

' held in Bangalore. 

; TABLE TENNIS 
I Asian Table Tennis Championship 
. WANG Liquin beat Seiko Iseki to win the 
' men's singles title in the championship 
held in Osaka. China also won the 
. ’.vomen's team title, the men's doubles 
tmphy through Ma Lin and Liu Guoliang, 
and the women's suigles crown through 
world number two Li Ju. 

; TENNIS 

i US Open, 1998 

i Mi'ii's singles. Patrick Rafter 

i (Australia). 

j Women’s singles: Lindsay Davenport 

' (USA). 

i Federation Cup, '98 
I SPAIN defeated Switzerland 3-2 to w'in 
i their fifth title. 
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WHO’S WHO 

Appointments Etc 


AmwmD, Elected Etc 

Gerhard Schroeder: He has been 
elected as Chancellor of Germany. 

Yevgeny Primakov: He has ap¬ 
pointed Prhne Minister of Russia. 

Pandeli Majko: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Prime Minister of Att>ania. 

A.S. Amnd: He has been appointed 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

M.K. Bezbaruah: He has taken over 
as Enforcement Director after the gov¬ 
ernment revoked his transfer order. 

Ranendra Sen: He has been 
appointed Ambassador of India to 
Germany. 

Novak Tudormc: Ambassador of 
Bosnia to India. 

Dago Tshering: Ambassador of King¬ 
dom of Bhutan to India. 


Lt Gen Parvez Musharraf: He has 
been appointed Army Chief of Pakistan. 

Resigned 

Patos Nano: Albanian Socialist Pre¬ 
mier. 

Gen Jehmgir Karamat: Army Chief 
of Pakistan. 

Distinguished Visitors 

figme Singhye Wangchtdc: King of 
Bhutan. 

Laurent Fabius: President of the Na¬ 
tional Assembly of France. 

Died 

Akira Kurosawa: Japan's most fa¬ 
mous film director 

Florence Griffith Joyner: American 
sprinter who had shattered world 
records in both the 100 m and 200 m 
events in the Olympics. 



SEPTEMBER 

6—President K.R. Narayanan leaves for a 
fortnight long State visit to Germany 
Portugal, Luxembourg and Turkey. 

11—The Russian Parliament Duma con¬ 
firms Yevgeny Primakov as new Prime 
Minister of Russia. 

15—At least 23 people are killed and scores 
injured as 400 houses are burnt down 
in an outbreak of ethnic violence in 
Assam's Kokrajhar district. 

22—^Thc Union Cabinet recommends dis¬ 
missal of the Rabri Devi government 
in Bihar. 

25— The BJP government suffers a loss of 
■ace as President K.R. Narayanan re¬ 
turns its recommendation of dismissal 
of Bihar government, saying that there 
is no evidence to show a constitutional 
breakdown. 

26— The Election Commission notifies 
November 25 as the date on which 
Assembly elections in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi and 
Mizoram would be held. 

27— German Opposition leader Gerhard 
Schroeder unseats Chancellor Helmut 


Kohl in Germany, ending a 16-ycar 
era, in a landmark election, and 
brings a Lcft-Ied government back to 
power. 

OCTOBER 

5— The stock markets crash in India, los¬ 
ing 224 points to close at a 17-month 
low of 2878.07, due to fear of ensuing 
heavy redemption pressure on Unit 
Trust of India (UTI). 

6— US House of Representatives 
Judiciary committee votes to launch 
an impeachment inquiry against 
President Bill Clinton. 

—At least 12 people, including the fam¬ 
ily members of a surrendered mili¬ 
tant, are killed in a car bomb 
explosion in Pulwana district in 
Kashmir. 

8—Iranian forces clash with Taliban 
militia in the first major clash 
since the bitter rivals began build¬ 
up of forces on fhe Iran-Afghan 
border. 

—The House of Representatives of USA 
approves launching of a formal 


I 


impeachment inquiry against 
President Bill Clinton, only the 
third such investigation in US 
history. i 




-warixr 

cmmiption 



fii^ to fiiliMi a bic^ ci fe 
'bat was bter reieited ofi the 
intervoitfira of. (he . StklA 
jgovmtnmerft. - ^ . . ■ '' . * 

Sheldtit Kapw: Bhn 

director, whose iMot film, Fisad/etk, 
dm Bie life olQfieeit 1, ^ot 

a standing at Vntice 

Fihn Feetiv^ and }s eaicdng »ve 
reviews hoML the aiticsw 

Bahaan Raahdk; Aufiiot df the 
Satanic Verses, who was given a 
relieve by the Iranian government, 
which said (hat die aodvir was m 
longer on its hit list. 

Fatima Bl; The saipanch of 
Kalva village in Kumool dhtrief who 
transformed her viRage through 
poverty alleviation schemes, the 
UNDP honoured her at a funetkm tn 
NewYorh. 

Wiaalet: Ihe cektoted 
st^ of the Ihame, who in t^ 
EJeOii recendy to shoot Ife^ a hew 


■I 


movie, 


Sabaifa Byaai: I^EOih^ of die 
ptograntmd/lnlta^s V^^d, 
vhidi teUait ,on jlii;, 
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JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1999-2000 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICE^ 


\i 1)10 ( Assirn I 
WOK 111 K.S 50/- 


\l 1)10 ( ASSK 11 I 
WOK III KS 50/- 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1999-2000 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID llLL MARCH 31, 1.998. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER Rs. 1500/-CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRI ETC. Rs. 1800/- 


I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Each Cpuim 

I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.I7BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ‘ATB* Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.F7C.R.P.Fyi.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

L.I.C7G.I.C. A.A.O.’S EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

(LM.AJC.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


• B.B.S./B.B.A7B.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) Rs. 1500/- 

• N.T!S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• M.B.B.S7P.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

« SUB-INSPECTORS OF PUlICE, 

B.S.F., D.P.. C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• bank CLERKS’/CLERKS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1200/- 

• ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 

• GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE Rs. 1200/- 

• GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE Rs. 900/- 


HAPPY NEWS! NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH IIMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 


GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
I INTERVIEWS 


Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 


Rs. 1500/- s ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


• INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

• POLITICAL SCIENCE 

• INDIAN HISTORY 


(I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
(I & 11) Rs. 50/- each 
(I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE : 1. While sending your fee, please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly in capital letters 
, on the M.O. coupon or in the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest. Please write your address clearly. 

12. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.D. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M. A. EngiishA Pol. Sc. (Pub. Admn.), P.G. Dip. in Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 
I Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to: 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

6/18, (II FLOOR), JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946, FAX : 91-11-4313503 
E-mail ; iimspub@nde.vsnl.net.in 


IIMS COACHING CENTRE AT QUWAHATI (Jayanta Commercial Complex) (PhoneNo.; 52407i) 
NOW IIMS COACHING CENTRE AT SRINAGAR (J & K) ALSO—OPENING SHORTLY 


NOW IIMS OFFERS IdsFilgMSIMJ IN ALL MAJOR CITIES OF INDIA 
BECOME IIMS FRANCHISEE IN YOUR CITY AND BE A PART OF THE MOST REPUTED 
INSTITUTE OF INDIA. FOR FRANCHISE BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORM SEND 
Rs. ZOOh BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. IMMEDIATELY ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN ABOVE. 
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MORE THAN 25% 
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FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS READ IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ 



FREE 

BOOKS 

WOK III ns.zm- 




6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHM4 
PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : Umspub@nde.vsni.net.in 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK’ TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS 
WORTH RS. 200A PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENG LISH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VAI.ID TILL MARCH 31.1W9. 


A«Si 


(Prelims) 

General 

Studies 


VIOM ENT./CAT/ 

Mft f/FMS/BA.) A J/XLKi. LTC:. 


General Kowledge Re. ISO/' 

G.K. Workbook Re. 200/ 

15,000 Queatlona on 
General Studies Rs. 300/ 

50M.T.P.onQ.K. Rs. 140/ 

General Science Re. 200/' 

Oblective Gen. Science Rs. 100/' 


Gebgrephy 
Indian History 
Indian Economy 
. Indian Conatllutlen 
.100P.P.onQ.K./G.S. 


Re. 200/ 
Re. 200/ 
Rs. 150/ 
Rs. 150/ 
Rs. 150/ 


.General Mental Ability Rs. 150/ 


. Arithmetic 
. Dictionary of Science 
. Previous Papers 
. lA.S. Planner 


Rs. 60/ 
Rs. 70/ 
Rs. 50/ 
Rs. 100/ 



ll. 

cinn-41 diunR 

Rs. 300/. 

2. 


Rs. 200/. 

'3. 


Rs. 200/' 

'4. 

’nm un ^ fiTFnn 

Rs. 320/' 

■5. 

'TRi! an 

Rs. 150/' 

■6, 


Rs. 150/' 

;7. 

■’IITHIWJ YIR/3TI2RR 
lOOdfiKRi 

Rs. 140/ 


uniFij ^ 

Rs. 150/ 


Rs. 1610/- 






IVIBBb ENT. 

EXAMS/PMT 


Re. 

1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2. 5000 Questions on Chemistry 100 

3. 5000 Questions on Botany 100 

4 . 5000 Questions on Zoology 100 

5. GsnarsI Sclanea 200 

6. Objoetivs Sclsnce 100 

7. 3000 Questions on Science 100 

6. Dictionary of Science 70 


S.B.liBAK'K PO./ 
RBI OPFi’CCHS GDK. 

EXAM. AC/nSS-’ Pj CHI-fV 
BSF/!TBF EXA.M. SB 
BBM EN T. EXAM 


Qsnaral Kimwladge Rs. 150/ 
60M.T.P.onQ.K. Rs. 140/ 
100 P.P. on G.KJG.S. Rs. 150/ 
General English Rs. 120/ 

100 H.T.P. on English Rs. 150/ 
Testof Eng.Langusgo Rs. 150/ 
RaarHng Comprehension Re. 70/ 
Common Errors In English Rs. 100/ 
100 hnpartant Essays Rs. 50/ 
'.ParagraphWriting Rs. 50/ 
Precis Writing Rs. 60/ 

I. Model Letters Rs. 70/ 

I. English Vocabulary Ra. 150/ 
I. Synonyms A Antrmyms Rs. 70/ 
i. Idioms A Phrases Rs. 70/ 
I. Group Discussions Rs. 100/ 
'.ArgumentativeQuestions Rs. 100/ 
1.5000 Qussllons on ArHhmsOc Rs. 160/ 
1.100 P.P. on Numerical AbWIy Rs. 160/ 
I. Test of Reasoning Rs. 150/ 
. too M.T.P. on Reasoning Rs. 150/ 
!. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/ 
I. Data Interpretation Rs. 100/ 
I. Intervlsais for All Rs. 100. 


!NSPEC7T)RS OF 

it: n Y 

:.'i ‘rii : r . ■. ... ■ 

I XAM. ^ ■ 'M- 

uftAiir.. ' x.'.r/ 



ENGLISH 

tiyiPROVEMENT/ 

SPEAKING COURSE 



1. Students may buy the complete 
'Succeas Pack' or any book/books. 

2. Free Books worth Rs. 200/-will be 
ssnt to those students only who buy 
our full ‘Sucetsa Pack' of any course 
and Band the full payment in advance. 
To avail of thia offer the etudaiite may 
deduct an amount of Ra. 200/-ft'om the 
total coat of the ‘Suecese Pack' ae 
given above while aendlng the amount 
by M.O JBank Draft. 

3. For free poetaga, plaaae aand the 
full amount In advance by M.O./Bank 
Draft on the above addraas. For V.P.P. 
send Re. 500/- by M.O. aa advance. 

4. Writs your name, addrasa and the 
iwme of the 'Succaea Pack', clearly In 
capital letiere on the M.O. Coupon or 
In the latter. 


'NGLISH C( 
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Tile tiesl two Intlers ol the itionili, appearing in the box, have been awarrJecI a pri^n of 
FTs 100 00 each Readers are mviUid to send us their views on topics covered in this 
issue You can also e-inail your response to l•tter■®eempatitionln■at•r.eelll. The 
decision ol the Editor will be final 


PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


DISCONTENT BREEDS TERRORISM 

Discontent, when exploited by some foreign power, takes 
the shape of terrorism. It is nothing but a proxy war against 
another country. Sooner or later, it recoils on the host country 
itself. This is because causes get worn away and what is left in 
their place is simply lust for power and easy money. In India 
we have seen this thing happen in Punjab and the North-East, 
where terrorism turned into extortionist movements. People 
must realise that terrorism serves no purpo.se. Only when there 
is peace can there be prosperity 

Parminderjil Kfiiir 
Cba)idij(nrlt 

HUMANISTS AND. SCIENTISTS 

f was inspired by the views of the scientists and humanists 
in the nuclear dejjate in vour magazine. Reading both sides of 
the discussions, 1 find myself impressed by the humani.sts more. 
It was rightly said that by exploding a few devices we are not 
strengthened in any way. By claiming a nuclear status, we are 
like a polytechnic pretending to be a univer.sily Thus, we d(' 
not have any reason to feel proud. Instead, we face grave dangers 
today, which have not been addressed by the short-sighted 
government or even the scientists. The path of peaw is much 
better, but we are on a never ending arms race now 

Sf.Dbil Sintm 
Alii^arh, Ultiir PradNi 


HOW TO 

ENCOURAGE 

TOURISM 

A helping hand, smiling 
face and co-operation among 
those who are directly or 
indirectly involved in the 
tourism industry will encourage 
domestic and international 
tourists. Otherwise, this 
industry will not be able to 
develop. Government attempts 
are pathetic and they cannot 
encour.ige tourists. 

Rniw'sh Ch Panda 
Khajiiriiiada, Oii.ssa 

Tourism is an important 
sinirce of foreign exchange and 
is bound to progress it the 
government allows it to. 
Infrastructure is necessary, so bus 
and rail services have to be 
augmented There should be 
propel information centres and 
hygienic eatables should be made 
available .it all places. Above all, 
we must learn to keep our 
siinounding. clean, otherwise 
tourism will not be sustainable. 

Sac hill Sdhi 
Kiirnal, llan/aiin 

MEETING THE 

TERRORIST 

THREAT 

India has been facing 
teriorism for the past many 
years Separatists and religious 
fanatics threaten to de..<troy our 
democracy. Mostly aided by 
Pakistan, they find clandestine 
support among our own leaders, 
as the links in the haicala scandal 
showed. To get rid of the 


problem, the government should 
tighten .security. That is the only 
way that the threat from Pakistan 
ran be controlled. 

SrikanI 

Kalyaiii, West Bengal 

SORDID 

SPECTACLE 

Politics must be considered 
as the greatest scourge of the 
nation. Perhaps no other country 
teems with so many hangers-on 
who will do anything to get into 
power. Intellectuals, bureaucrats, 
workers, students, all cherish 
political ambitions. Showing 
political leanings is one thing, but 
getting into the quagmire is quite 
another. What we need is clean 
politics. Once we get power, we 
should live up to the ideals that 
vve have grown up with rather 
than make compromises. 

Iiiti Cliaiiyiiiai 
Inrlial, Ai^'^aiii 

STRIKES LOSE 
THEIR MEANING 

l iequenllv used, strikes lose 
their meaning and cause 
unnecessary hardship to people 
Thev make th* task of 
development all the more 
difficult. We can siy that 
employees of b aks, offices and 
institutions aie actually a 
hiriderance to our country. What 
an irony it Is that very people 
opting for strikes complain about 
the failure of the whole system 
at tea-stalls, coffee houses and 
clubs! 

Copal Kumar 
Miaaffarpiir, Bihar 


THE WORLD 
ECONOMY 

The turmoil of South-East 
Asian countries is gradually 
affecting the world. It could 
well have been the hidden 
agenda of some developed 
countries but the working of the 
economies is also to blame. 
Though India has been saved 
this time, how long can it 
survive the misdoings of 
politicians? If in the future our 
country collapses, it will not be 
bi*cause of other countries, but 


because of dishonesty .imonc 
ourselves. So we should not 
blame other countries all the time 
Vito /IreM 
Amritsar. Piiir.M' 

CM FEATURES 

The tests published by f'" 
CoMi’ciiiiON Masiik are realh' 
helpful. Ifwekeep doing these le'-t' 
regularly we do not ni’ed to stud'' 
from any book and can qu.iht' 
many competitive examination- 
Bhavna Agnd" "' 
Shimla, Himachal Prad ‘'h 
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Management Coui 


a 


•iuBt any Managemant qualifleation 
la not anough. You naad world 
ciaaa aducation to face the 
exciting challengea ahead. 

Ail India Management Aaaociation 
(AIMA), the Apex body for 
Profaaalonal Management 

Development in India la the 
harbinger of the atate-of-the>art 
global management practicea Into 
the country alnce 1957. 

In 1976, AIMA atarted India’a firat 
ever Diatance Learning Programme 
In Management. 

Today, AIMA-CME’a highly 
acclaimed, international atandard 
programmea are aupported by ita 
nodal centrea throughout India. 

Wortd CUm» MMagtmsHt 

O tfW 

• By Distance Learning Mode 

• Flexible, suits your own 
learning schedule 

• Nodal Centres in 50 cities 
around the country 

• Courses conducted intensively 
by interactive tele-teaching, 
regular personal contact 
programme, constant interaction 
with AiMA-CME's core faculty. 


US’ AIMA-PGDM: Poet Graduate Diploma iu Management 
AlCTE approved comprehensive management programme at par 
with MBA for improving managerial abilities and enhancing upward 
career mobility. 

0^ AIMA-PGDITM: Punt Graduate Diploma in Information 
Technology and Management 

Keeping in view the fast changing world of Infonnation Technology, the 
programme is designed to facilitate and enhance knowledge and skills in 
Management, IT, Tele-communications and Electronic Commerce. 
Programme is approved by AlCTE and is much more than MBA (Information 
Systems). 

U^ONE YEAR PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMMES IN 
COLLABORATION WITH AMERICAN MANAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATION, USA. 

• Marketing & Salas Management 

• Quality Management 

• Finance & Accounting Management 

• Manufacturing & Operations Management 

These Programmes equip you with the best of practical and theoretical 
knowledge in your specialised field. 

ONE YEAR PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMMES ARE 
ALSO OFFERED IN THE AREAS OF: 

• Human Resource Development 

• International Business 

• Information Systems 

MANAGEMENT OF SMALL & MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISES (MaSME) 

Meant (or budding entrepreneurs and sons & daughters of businessmen to 
help them to run family business, efficiently This programme is of one year 
duration and provides comprehensive knowledge of all the functional 
areas of management. 

UNPROFESSIONAL PROGRAMMES IN ELECTRONIC 
COMMERCE IN ASSOCIATION WITH DEAKIN 
UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA 

Unique programme aimed at creating a new breed of global managers at 
home with electronic commerce technologies. 



Pioneers in Distance Education 

For more details and further information, please contact: 

ALL INDIA MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
CENTRE FOR MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 

Management House, 14 Institutional Area. Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003. 
Tel. Nos.: 461 7354/55, 46l 7002, 469 7651, 461 8107/27 
Fax No.: 91 -11 -4626689 E-mail: Info.aimaOaxcess.net.in 
Visit our home page at: iittp:/www.aima-ind.org 






The lane in Bhar 



isualizeaKhadi- 
clad, rustic- 
Icx'king ex-Chicf 
Minister of a 
State who proudly proclaims 
himself as a king-maker, making 
his way to the CBI office in a 
rickshaw. This is not a scene 
from an unreal istic Hindi masala 
film, it is drama in real life. 
The dignitary in the rickshaw 
is none other than Mr Laloo 
Prasad Yadav—former 

strongman and CM of the 
blighted, poor Bihar. His mis¬ 
rule, now being dutifully 
carried out by his illiterate wife, 
was marked by a spectacular 
"achievement"—Rs 1000 crore 
fodder scam. Raids have been 
carried out on his official and 
non-official premi-i^'s. The CBI 
claims that it has irrepulable 
proofs of Mr Yadav having 
amas,sed wealth beyond his 
visible meaas of income. The 
floor Mr Yadav laments that all 
this is a "conspiracy", and to 
endlessly fling mud at his 
reputation. One wonders if he has 
any! The comedy of going in a 
rickshaw proves one thing: Mr 
Yadav is an ace actor who can 
outshine anybody in a farce! 

The public simmering, 
wide mis-rule notwithstanding, 
the fodder scam and other acts 
of commission and omission 


point to only one-thing; 
disorder is the only order that 
prevails in this hapless State. 
The government at the Centre, 
a coalition led by the BJP, 
posted a governor in Bihar who 
gave a report that the 
administration (if any) in the 
State was being run by mafia 
dons and the constitutional 
machinery was being honoured 
more in the breach. The Cenlrt' 
thus recommended to the 
President the dismissal of the 
State government while 
keeping the Assembly in a state 
of animated suspension. The 
President took his own time, 
pondered over the matter, 
consulted legal luminaries and, 
in his wisdom, returned the 
government's recommen¬ 
dation. Thus, article 356 of the 
Constitution was not applied 
as it could be deemed 
legitimate only if it was brouglit 
in as a last resort, rvnother 
obstacle was that the wily 
Yadav had mustered a majority 
in the assembly. Ihus, 
technically speaking, Rabri 
Devi's government could not 
be dumped. Yet another legal 
(read technical) plea advanced 
was; did the Central 


government, at any stage issue 
instructions to the Bihar 
government which were 
flouted or not followed? 

Ilie President, a stickler, 
has obviously gone by the 
"letter" of the Constitution, 
ignoring the spirit of it. He has 
won applause of the media, 
and sections of the 
population of the oountryj^ 

Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav 
and his parroting 
wife, have put on the 
mantle of political 
pundits for a while. 

Yet, the problem 
remains uasolved. 

People continue to 
suffer. The 
disgusting farce 
goes on 

Mr Yadav is 
a rich gold mine 
of catchy, 
ritualistic 
words. He is 
"loquacious" 
and may be 
compared to 
an unbraced 
drum which 
can beat even 
a wise man 
of his wits! 






R. S. Aggarwal 

Advanced Objective General Knowledge 
Queatlon Bank in General Studies 
C.S. Bedi it R.S. Agganval 

S. Chand's General Studies 
for Central Qvil Services 
Mani Ram Aggarwal's 
General Knowledge Digest and 
General Studies 


A.N. Kapur 

S. Chand's Dictionary of English & Hindi 
Usage and Technical Terminology for 
Competitive Examinations 
General English for Competitions 

R.S. Aggarwal A Monika Aggarwal 
Objective General English 


80.00 

150.00 


T. Saran- 

Preds Writing and Drafting 


R.S. Agganval Rs. 

Advanced Non Verbal Reasoning for 
Bank Recruit Test 65.00 

Advanced Non Verbal Reasoning (Hindi) 70.00 
A Modem Approach to Verbal & Non 
Verbal Reasoning 220.00 

(Also available in two parts) 

Sfffo^o 

RIRPr HR (W iRS VlfliT Vtof 110.00 


K.L. Kumar Rs. 

Your Interview 95.00 

G.D Maheshwati 

A Complete Guide to Career Planning 75.00 
R.S. Aggarwal & Deepak Aggarwal 
A Comprehensive Guido for M.C.A. 
Entrance Examination 145.00 


R.S. Aggarwal 

Ra.. 

Mathematics for M.B. A. Entrance 
Examination 150.00 

Mathematics for B.B.A. Entrance 
Examination 135.00 

Quantitative Aptitude 115.00 

An Advanced Approach to Data 
Interpretation 45.00 

Arithmetic (Subjective and 
Objective for Competitive Exam.) 1 OO.tX) 
Objeebve Arithmetic 110.00 

Mathematics for C.D.S. Entrance 
Examination 120.00 

Mathematics for N.D. A Entrance 
Examination 120.00 

R.S. Aggarwal & Deepak Aggarwal 

Mathematics for M.C.A Entrance 
Examination 105.00 


J.N. Curtu. R. Kapur, 

V.B. Rana, A. Kapur 

Numerical Chemistry 

J.N. Gurtu, R. Kapur, V.B. Rana 

I I.T. Chemistry 

Mahesh Jain 

Objective Physics 


H. Kaur 

Objective Chemistry 
V. Venkateshwar Rao ctl. 
EAMCET Mathematics 
R.S. Aggarwal 

I. I.T.-JEE Mathematics 


Rs. S.R. Singh Rs. 

325.00 Objective Botany 150 (K) 

Vinay Kumar 

Biology for lYe-Medical/Pre-Dental 
Entrance Examination 2^>() 00 

P.S. Verma & P.C. Shrivastava 
225.00 Objective Zoology (In Press) 


INDIAN ADMINISTRATION 

'Wshnoo Bhagwan & Vidya Bhuaan 
A comprah€Misiv« and updated book 

CONTENTS : Evolution of Indian Administration * Environmental Setting • Central Political Executive • Structure of 
Administration • State Administration • Centre-State Relations • Public Services • Machinery for Planning • Public 
Undertakings • Control of Public Expenditure • Administration of Law and Order • District Administration * Panchayati 
Raj • Urban Local Government * Administration for Welfare ■ Issue Areas in Indian Administration ' Appendices • Index. 

17163 Rs. 120.00 


UniAN 

VjMiMSKAIiON 


S. CHAND & COMPANY LTD. 

RAM NAGAR. NEW DELHI-110 055. PHONE : 7772080-81-82 Fax: 91 - 11 - 7777446 
internet: http://www.schand.ccm; E-Mail: schand^' schand.com 


l<' irich":. Bnnrjr'lori' ■' i.):i | (’h 
Ci’.cnriai I'Ii m) 'i, 

!' Ii 'll I : . .liil.mdlinr-M 1 ii'n.'' Kt>(;lii ( it 
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’,’(..''.0 L!; Calcuttn-7(;() OK' fMi I'ti/MiK), :'7:Vil4: 
Guv'i/.ahati 7;i1 ooi Kh o:':’Ki'., Hydorabad-MOO 195. 

(..'.■'o I'll. .'M'lK'MO, Lucknovi/-7'.'o 0 1 M I'li l.'rMHIO, 296801, 
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Kosovo—JUndierliale of Hunian 
Misory 


The world's latest trouble spot ts Kosow, 
a province that lies between Serbia and Alba¬ 
nia. Once an autonomous federal unit of Yugo¬ 
slavia, it has been stripped away of its autonomy 
by the Serbian government. The struggle for 
independence has resulted in brutal oppression 
and killings by the Serbs. More than 2,60,000 
people have been driven from their homes. The 
deal struck by US envoy Richard Holbrooke, 
on October 13, 1998, may have prevented 
NATO strikes, but the problem remains. In this 
feature, we describe the background of the con¬ 
flict and the situation in Kosovo, which almost 
brought NATO forces to its door. 

T IUI news from south-eastern Europe 
has been disquieting. Li Albania, two 
rival groups struggle for power, bringing it 
close to civil war. Ultra-nationalists have 
been gainmg power in Bosnia, where the 
mcxlerate President Biljana Plavsic has been 
voted out. Sandwiched in this region is 
Kosovo, where Serbian security forces are 
ruthlessly trying to suppress the ethnic- 
Albanian rebellion and the Kosovo Libera¬ 
tion Army (KLA). The Serbian authorities 
have closed Albanian language schools in 
tlie region, dismissed Albanians from State- 
owned enterprises and suspended 
Kosovo's leg.il parliament and government 
Presently, there is a sy.stematic oppression 
of the Albanian population in Kosovo by 
the Serbian government. Hundreds of 
people have lost their lives and many oth¬ 
ers have had to flee their homes. 

The Albanians of Kosova had held free 
elections in which they had chosen their 
leadership and expressed their determina¬ 
tion for the independence of Kosovo in the 
1991 referendum. The Kosovar parliament 
has declared the independence of Kosovo, 
first from Serbia, then from the Yugoslav 
federation, after its disintegration. They 
have formed a parallel government and 
have found means of continuing Albanian- 
language education outside of occupied 
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premises and providing health care, which 
had been suspended by the Serbs. 

Many analysts, including the US gov¬ 
ernment, have warned that Kosovo is a 
potential powder keg, and may ignite a 
war spreading beyond its borders, with 
consequences far worse than those of the 
war in Bosnia. It is feared that Albania 
could well be drawn in the Kosovo war if 
former President Sali Berisha returns to 
power. Berisha is known to be a friend of 
the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). 

Background of the conflict 

K OSOVO borders Serbia in the north 
and its population is around two mil¬ 
lion, 90 per cent of which are ethnic Alba¬ 
nian. In 1989, Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic took away Kosovo's autonomy. 
Street violence erupted when the Kosofo 
assembly approved the measure. In 1990, 
violent clashc’s between police and ethnic 
Albanian demonstrators continued. In Feb¬ 
ruary, Yugoslavia sent troops, tanks, war¬ 
planes and 2,000 more police to Kosovo. 
Later in the year, in July, ethnic Albanian 
legislators in the province declared inde¬ 
pendence. Serbia dissolved the Kosovo 
assembly even as strikes and protests con¬ 
tinued. In 1991, neighbouring Albania's 
parliament recognised Kosovo as an inde¬ 
pendent republic. The next year, writer 
Ibrahim Rugova was elected president of 
the self-proclaimed republic after an elec¬ 
tion held in defiance of Serbian authorities. 

Though talks were held between Serb 
and ethnic Albanian leadeis in Kosovo, the 
conflict has increased. In 1995, a Serbian 
court sentenced 68 ethnic Albanians for up 
to eight years in prison, for allegedly set¬ 
ting up a parallel police force. The Serbian 
authorities settled several hundred 
Croatian Serb refugees in Kosovo, draw¬ 
ing protests from ethnic Albanian leaders. 
In 1996, Serbia signed a deal with ethnic 


Albanian leaders to return Albanian stu¬ 
dents to mainstream education after a six- 
year boycott of State schools and colleges. 
By this time, the separatist group, Kosovo 
Liberation Army (I^A), had emerged and 
claimed responsibility for a series of bomb 
attacks. 

The suppression of the etIinic-Albanian 
rebellion and the KLA continued in 1997. 
Bottii attacks and the number of guerrilla 
incidents increased, while clashes also con¬ 
tinued sporadically between police and 
peaceful protesters. In 1998, the situation had 
geme out of control. Dozens were killed in 
Serbian police operations against suspected 
Albanian separatists in the Drcnica region of 
Kosovo. Houses were burned down and more 
than 250 villages destroyed, displacing 
2,60,000 people. Teas of thousands protested 
in the Kosovo capital, Pristina, against the 
violence, and street clashes erupted. 

Disregarding Western calls for com¬ 
promise, Kosovo Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova demanded outright independence 
for Kosovo. Ethnic Albanians voted for a 
president and parliament in elections 
wliich are considered illegal by Belgrade. 
In April, 95% of Serbs voted against inter¬ 
national intervention in Kosovo, in a refer¬ 
endum. The Contact Group for the Former 
Yugoslavia agreed, with the exception of 
Russia, to impose new sanctions against 
Yugoslavia over Kosovo. 

Averting NATO strikes 

I N May, 1998, US envoy Richard 
Holbrooke began a round of shuttle 
diplomacy and succeeded in getting etfvnic 
Albanian and Setb negotiators to start talks 
in Pristina as fighting continued. In June, 
NATO allies threatened Milosevic wi^ air 
strikes unless he halted his attacks on the 
Albanians. Howevec the UN Secretary Gen¬ 
eral, KofiAnnaa warned NATO that it must 
seek a Security Council mandate for any 
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military intervention in the Serbian province. 

France and Britain too tried to defuse 
the crisis and drafted a UN Security Coun¬ 
cil resolution to try and bring about a 
ceasefire. But the attacks by the Serbian 
police carried on. The UN called for a cease¬ 
fire but the Serbian army continued to at¬ 
tack villages in the Drenica region of 
Kosovo. The UN warned the Yugoslav 
government of "additional measures" and 
NATO took the first formal steps towards 
military intervention. Heavy fighting con¬ 
tinued despite Serbian assurances. By Oc¬ 
tober, things had worsened and Western 
nationals were advised to leave Yugosla¬ 
via, as NATO gave the go-ahead for mili¬ 
tary action against Yugoslavia if President 
Milosevic did not comply with UN resolu¬ 
tions on Kosovo. 

At the last moment, on October 13, 
1998, US envoy Richard Holbnx)ke emerged 
with an agreement with Milosevic and 
NATO strikes were avoided. Yugoslavia 
agreed to allow a 2,000-strong monitoring 
force into Kosovo to ensure that it complied 
with UN demands. Mr Milosevic agreed to 
let unarmed foreign observers monitor the 
withdrawal of Serb troops from Kosovo, and 
lake part in political talks that would re¬ 
store greater self-rule to the province. 

Though Mr Milosevic went on televi¬ 
sion to tell his people how' he had saved 
them from NATO's bombs, the deal was a 
capitulation. Now, Mr Milosevic has had 
to commit himself to an intense regime of 
verification and compliance that will bring 
2,000 monitors, under the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in F.urope 
f('SCK), into the country—and allow non¬ 
combat overfliglits by NATO aircraft. 

Although they will be unarmed, the 
conspicuous deployment of OSCE moni¬ 
tors may well help 50,000 or so refugees 
still camped out in the open in Kosovo to 
feel safe enough to return to their homes, 
or some kind of shelter. In that sense, the 
objective of averting a humanitarian ca¬ 
tastrophe this winter may be achieved. 

Doubts remain, however, over 
whether OSCE monitors, roaming over 
Kosovo without guns, will be able to stop 
tresh fighting between remaining Serb 
troops and remnants ofthe fractious Kosovo 
l iberation Army (KL A), which wants inde¬ 
pendence. For now, both sides say their 


cease-fire declarations hold—and indeed the 
fighting may stop for the winter, as it oftm 
does, only to resume next spring. Ethnic- 
Albanian leaders in Kosovo would still pre¬ 
fer armed monitors to keep the peace, and 
to keep Milosevic to his word. 

An Unending Tragedy 

H OLBROOKE'S intervention may have 
defused the immediate crisis but is un¬ 
likely to be the end of the problem. The 
immediate problem is to get the refugees 
into some kind of shelter, given the sub¬ 
zero temperatures in the mountains. 
Milosevic will not yield to the demand for 
a separate State for Kosovo. He has agreed 
on 11 principles for a political solution 
which include holding elections within 
nine months, leading to broad self-rule for 
the Kosovars, local control of police forces 
and amnesty for those who fought in the 
conflict. However, there were many loop¬ 
holes in the agreement. 

For one, the West does not want to see 
I Yugoslavia disintegrate further. It, thus, 
i ne^s to control the extremist KLA. That is 
why it does not want Milosevic to with¬ 
draw the Serb police completely. This leaves 
room for the kind of humanitarian crimes 
that have been conunitted in the region by 
the Serbs. It is hoped that the presence of 
the 2,000 OSCE monitors may stop this 
from happening. On the other hand, the 


V^fest could have only put 2,000 potential 
hostages in the area who may be held by 
the Serbs to ward off future NATO threats. 

Airother loophole is that it does not 
mention precise numbers for permitted 
Serbian troop levels in Kosovo. Mliosevic is 
not expected to keep his word, but e\'cn tire 
partial withdraw'al of the Serb police may 
cause KLA to take advantage. Hvnt will make 
it difficult to arrive at an agreement which 
gives Kosovo autonomy but not freedom. 

Nor is the KL Agoing to be quiet. After 
the brutal suppression, they may adopt hit- 
and-run guerrilla tactics, which may de¬ 
stroy the fragile peace. At the same time, 
the Serbs may feel disgruntled as wcjl 
because they feel that too many conces¬ 
sions have been given to the Kosovars. 
There were many pitfalls in the peace deal, 
including the fact that Milosevic has a his¬ 
tory of not honouring his deals. The win¬ 
ter may see slowing of hostilities but they 
may well flare up next year. 

This itiay not be the last that Kosovo 
is in the news. Whether it unfolds into a 
larger human tragedy or whether some 
solution can be found out, remains to be 
seen. Balkan reconciliation, which the Day- 
ton accord had tried to achieve in Bosnia, 
j and the present Kosovo deal, are in dan- 
! ger of going into reverse. The rest of the 
I world watches with bated breath, hoping 
I that peace will prevail, without the threat 
I of NATO intervention. 


I Kosovo 

I Official name; Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija. 

! Capital: Pristina 

Kosovo is fife facto a province of Serbia. Its parliament and government were 
j illegally (in accordance with Yugoslav law of the time) suspended by Serbia. The 
I Albanian dominated government which is seeking international recognition func- 
I tions in parallel wiffi the Serbian regime, although its rule is limited due to the 
I overwhelming presence of Serbian police and military forces. 

Kosovo’s international status has not been determined, as neither the Repub¬ 
lic of Kosovo nor the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia are internationally recognised 
States. 

Independence declared- July 2nd, 1990 
ConitHutlon; Septembei 7th, 1990 
Area; Territorial area covers 10,867 sq km. 

Bordera: Montenegro to the northwest, Serbia to the north and northeast, 
Macedonia to the south, Albania to the west and southwest. 

Population; 2,100,000 (1993 estimate) 

Ethnic Composition; Albanian 90%, Serb and Montenegrin 8%, Others 2% 
(Turks, Romani, etc.) 
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The Pesky V2K Bug 


Talk to any computer expert or read a 
computer magazine, and you will get the im¬ 
pression tlwt something terrible is going to 
happen on January 1, 201)0. That is the day 
that computers using a two-digit numeric field 
shenoing the year, will simply show "00What 
may happen thereafter is a matter of conjec¬ 
ture. On the Internet, where ei>eryone is hyper, 
people say that it will be the end of civilisation 
as we know it: malfunctioning computers all 
aver the world will cause air-planes to drop out 
of the skies, trains to crash into each other and 
banks not knowing what they owe to whom. 

That may be a little too far-fetched. But 
there is no denying that the millennium bug is 
a greaf problem faced by the UKirld. In this fea¬ 
ture, we explain the nature of the problem, its 
consequences and what if means for India. 

B y any accoiuU, the "Year 2000 problem" 
is unique. Never has the world faced a 
situation when the date of a disaster is 
known with certainty. There is enough time 
to correct the situation. Yet, there is a frenzy 
and solutions arc hard to come by since 
there are millions of computers in use ev¬ 
erywhere. The Y2K problem is thus not one, 
but millions of small and big problems 
spread all over the world. That is why it 
requires millions of man-hours to sort it 
out, wherever computers or microproces¬ 
sors are used. In the end, the world may 
have spent $600 billion (Rs 25,80,000 crore) 
in sortii.g out theY2Kbug, as estimated by 
the Gartner Croup. 

The trouble has arisen because early 
programmers condensed the century date 
to two digits, because computer storage 
space was costly. TTras, 1998 becomes 98. 
Tlus is all right for this century, but what 
happens when the century changes to 2000’ 
The computer shows "00" and will inter¬ 
pret the date as 1900 instead of 2000. Even 
if this is overcome, their programmes may 
make them fail to see that the year 2000, 
unlike most centennial years, is a leap year. 


According to our calendar^ every fourth full 
century is a leap year and 2000 is the first 
such year since the development of com¬ 
puters that will be a leap year. 

One may well ask how humans could 
be so short-sighted. After all, computers 
began to be used in the sixties and it may 
be argued that any programmer worth his 
salt should have been able to see the con¬ 
sequences forty years in the future. No¬ 
body did. For the simple reason that in the 
days of the first computers, it was difficult 
to foresee how computers would come to 
invade every aspect of our lives. In the 
initial years, no computer scientist could 
have foreseen that every department store, 
every business or scientific establishment 
would be using computers the way we do 
today. Now that we use computers for al¬ 
most everything, the seemingly small prob¬ 
lem has become very big indeed. * 

Embedded Systems 

O NE must discount the fears of the com¬ 
puter experts, who have an inherent 
interest in exaggerating the problem. It also 
found place in the G-8 communique ear¬ 
lier this year. Ministers worry about how it 
may affect nuclear power stations, while 
nuinagers worry about the banking and in¬ 
surance systems going haywire. Econo¬ 
mists have even forecast a recession be¬ 
cause of the Y2K problem. Visa, a credit 
card company, for instance, had to stop 
issuing credit cards with expiry dates in 
2000 as it feared they would be rejected. 

The fact is that nobody knows how 
widespread die problem is. For one, the 
problem is not in computers only. A range 
of products today use microprocessors. 
These carry custom built software which 
may have been updated over years. Each 
such adjustment buries the date codes 
deeper. A switch or a control system may 
have such softvJare embedded in it, which 


is not only difficult to locate, but may be in 
a critical installation. These "embedded 
systems" carry threats and thus the anxi¬ 
ety related to them. 

The problem of solving the Y2K tangle 
becomes three-fold: first, finding the sys¬ 
tem, which is a huge task in itself. Embed¬ 
ded systems may be impossible to locate 
and detect. Second, locating the date codes 
in lines of programming, which may be 
buried very deep. And third, finding a way 
to fix it. So, while softw'are may be adjusted, 
embedded systems arc a major problem. 
We do not know how many ways the prob¬ 
lem could show up. If it is in the matter ot 
public safety, such as a malfunctioning train 
signal, it could cause disaster 

Consequences for India 

T in- Y2K problem came as a boon for 
Indian software companies. Foreign 
companies could get skilled but cheap pro¬ 
grammers here and the advent of the 
Internet made communication easy. Many 
foreign companies came for body shop¬ 
ping: they would hire the brightest people 
in the industry and send them abroad to 
work on the Y2K problem. OtF ers opened 
offices in Bangalore. The software indus¬ 
try boomed. In fact, at a time when the 
economy had slowed down and most sec¬ 
tors were doing badly in India, only soft¬ 
ware companies showed an increasing 
trend. The first quarter results tor 1998 
show that the aggregate net profit of 17 
infotech companies recorded a 116 per cent 
growth over the same period last year. The 
Y2K problem, thus, came as a boon for In¬ 
dian programmers. 

Within the country, the Y2K bug is 
not much of a problem. Having started 
computerisation only in the 1990s, indus¬ 
try is not severely exposed. Many depart¬ 
ments in companies are still not fully 
computerised. In much of the government 
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and the public sector, computers are used 
merely to play games and critical func¬ 
tions are still done manually. 
Computerisation in nationalised banks 
I was delayed due to threats by bank unions 
and it started only a few years ago. For 
these systems, the Y2K is not a problem at 
all, or should have been corrected by now. 
The problem is much severe in other coun¬ 
tries, where computerisation started many 
years back. 

In other companies, computers are 
still used for basic applications, such as 
printing payroll slips. Only in large com¬ 
panies where computerisation has gone 
ahead, will there be a problem. Some of 
these companies have already undertaken 
steps to tide over the impending crisis. 
The auto sector started computerisation 
5-6 years ago, while engineering, oil and 
steel companies did so in the 1990s. Such 
companies should have built Y2K com¬ 
pliant systems by now. Of course, the 
danger of employees messing things up 
exists if only to get some extra holidays— 
in nationalised banks, for instance, com¬ 
puter faults are often said to blame for 
poor service. The poor Y2K bug will thus 
get blamed for at least some of the human 
mistakes in India. 

While India—and other poor countries 
—have stuck to outdated technology and 
may escape the full impact of the Y2K prob¬ 
lem, some critical installations within these 
countries must be fully converted or may 
lead to disaster. Among 30 countries with 
Ihc largest repairs to undertake, ten are 
developing countries. But they face differ¬ 
ent problems: sometimes their software was 
pirated and at others they received the 
equipment as aid. The money to get the 
systems repaired may just not be tliere, 
especially now, since many economies have 
collapsed. The poor countries are, thus, at 
a disadvantage when it comes to getting 
help from vendors and donors. For ex¬ 
ample, the World Bank has financed many 
large projects in poor countries, but has 
little money to help the recipients get over 
the Y2K bug. 

Future of the software industry 

jNi'DIA faces anotlier threat: what will our 
-iRs 11,800 crore software industry do af¬ 


ter January, 2000? True, they are not wholly 
dependent on the millennium bug and 
some projects may continue well beyond 
this date. Unfortunately, once the problem 
is fixed, it will not require upgrades. The 
Y2K has been a one-time opportunity and 
software companies have to thir\k beyond 
the year 2000. 

It is estimated that out of the software 
exports of Rs 8,000 crore last year, at least 
Rs 3,000 crore, or 38 per cent, were due to 
the Y2K problem. This part of the business 
is almost certain to be wiped out. The soft¬ 
ware industry could well see a decline or a 
crash in years to come. New systems will 
be built keeping the new century as the 
base and will thus not have the need for 
programmers. The only market left will be 
for applications software. 

Worse, there are also indications that 
the revenue growth in the computer indus¬ 
try would peak in 1999 and then sharply 
decline in 2000, ending 17 years of indus¬ 
try growth, A report by Forrester Research 
of USA says that computer industry is 
bound to slow down. "By the time compa¬ 
nies complete their year 2000 remediation, 
a i\ew class of simpler and cheaper Internet 
appliances will keep the PC market from 
ever gaining its 1990s glory", the report 
says. 

The impart will be that many of the 
software engineers who have gone 
abroad at astronomical salaries, may well 
find themselves jobless. Foreign compa¬ 
nies will prefer to have their problems 
sorted out communicating through the 
Internet, rather than move programmers 
from here. At least partly, the software 
industry could find itself deflated after 
January, 2000. Some IT companies have 
restricted their exposure to the Y2K prob¬ 
lem, but those which are doing just this 
work, may well find themselves crushed. 
For the industry as a whole, lean times 
are forecast. 

Riding on the crest of the Y2K wave, 
Indian IT companies should start con¬ 
centrating on developing systems and 
gradually reduce their dependence on 
the Y2K problem. Of course, other op¬ 
portunities could arrive, such as the 
switchover to the Euro, which will re¬ 
quire inter-currency transactions and 
software that helps it. This is estimated 


to be another $80 billion market. How¬ 
ever, the industry should be well pre- 
I pared to meet new opportunities, while 
j reducing their Y2K dependence. 

Human failure 

T O some, the Y2K problem may be a 
symptom of our over-dependence on 
automation and machines. Some people 
may well say that it is a revenge of the 
machines. It is nothing of the kind. When 
1 technology is used, it results in advances 
and great leaps of productivity and effi¬ 
ciency. The computer is one such tool that 
has transformed our lives. Used correctly, 
it helps do things faster and saves a lot of 
time. Countries like India should not be 
too happy that they have been saved from 
the Y2K problem. It just shows their re¬ 
luctance to change and the utter disre¬ 
gard for people, who have to suffer de¬ 
lays for small and big jobs. Surely, prob¬ 
lems in technology can be corrected. It is 
hardly an* excuse to go slow on 
modernisation. 

Counting one's savings because we 
I do not need to spend on rectification of 
i the problem is not a wise thing. It would 
I be better, instead, to count the wastages 
i we encounter everyday: the long queues 
] for booking seats or depositing bills, the 
. endless wailing at banks and so on. Many 
; of these things can be sorted out by the 
correct use of computers. Compared to 
' productivity jumps, the cost of rcctifica- 
i tion of the problenr is but a small frac¬ 
tion Countries like India should. 

, therefore, go in for more computerisation, 

: not loss. 

What will January 1, 2000 really 
bring? Will there be air and train 
crashes, as has been predicted? Since 
we already know of the problem, surely 
we can do something about it. It is good 
; to remember that the computer is only 
i a tool. It has to be used by humans, 
{ who can use their intelligence to get 
I over the limitation of machines. A little 
i care by those who manage such systems 
will surely avert disaster. If at all some¬ 
thing terrible happens on the new 
yeir’s day in 2000, it will be more due 
to human failure. Let us not blame the 
computer. 
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iMna and Russian Monotary'niiiioil 


Steep fall in the imiue of rouble during 
August 1998 does not only indicate the mon¬ 
etary crisis faced by Russia. If also connotes 
multiplicity of economic problems, including 
danger signals to the world economy, 
jeopardised capitalism in Russia, advent of 
global recession and last, but not the least, fail¬ 
ure of the prescription of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). The slide of rouble has 
also sent danger signals to the world economy 
about the impending recession. Although in 
monetary terms the monetary system of Russia 
appears to he in danger, yet in oz’erall scenario, 
it is the entire free-markel economic system of 
Russia and most of the stock-markets in the 
iivrld that are under cloud. 

Deep Plunge 

A ITF-R protecting the rouble for weeks, 
the Russian government finally deval¬ 
ued rouble by 34 per cent on August 17, 
1998. While official rate was 6.‘)9 rouble 
per dollar on August 19, it rapidly devalu¬ 
ated thereafter and within two weeks came 
down to about 18 roubles to one dollar. 
The sudden slide sent danger signals to the 
entire world and most of the stock-ex- 
changes suffered severe setbacks Fearing 
a free-fall in the value of the rouble, sev¬ 
eral inuncdiaii measures were taken by 
Russian government. At political level, five- 
month old Prime Minister Seigei Kiriyenko 
was dismissed by the President Boris Yeltsin 
and was replaced by acting Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin who was rejected 
twice by Duma, the lower House of Rus¬ 
sian Parliament, finally to be replaced by a 
communist-backed candidate, Primakov, 
On economic front, several measures 
were announced. Russia announced halt¬ 
ing of repayments by banks and compa 
nies with respect to certain foreign debts 
for a period of 90 days. Government also 
barred foreigners from investing in short 


term treasury bills. The IMF and other 
donors promised an aid package of $ 22.6 
billion and hectic activities were under¬ 
taken to persuade the IMF to release the 
entire package in one go. 

The crisis was so deep that many gov¬ 
ernment employees, including nuclear sci¬ 
entists and a few classes of armed forces, 
did not get their salaries for several months. 
From $ 15.1 billion on August 14,1998, the 
foreign exchange reserves came down to $ 
13.4 billion by August 21. And even these 
reserves were sufficient enough to sustain 
only for two weeks, if the IMF assistance 
was not released immediately. In addition, 
a debt restructuring plan was announced. 
It included restructuring of $ 40 billion in 
short-term debt, including more than $ 11 
billion held in bonds by the foreign inves¬ 
tors. The investors were required to invest 
in much longer denominated papers in 
roubles or dollars. Investors opting for* 
maturity in dollar were offered much lower 
yielding coupons. The restructuring of debt 
had a twin objective of stemming the im- 
I mediate demand for dollar, on the one 
I hand, and postponing the repayment to a 
I longer maturity period, on the other. 

1 Russian rouble has had a chequered 
I history. In 1947, Stalin introduced a cur- 
i rency reform under which old rouble was 
I exchanged in the ratio of 3 : 2 to 10 ; 1, 

I with newly introduced n.uble, out of the 
; savings kept in the banks, resulting in 
I cleaning out the pockets of million of 
people already suffering from the after- 
math of second world war. In addition the 
entirr population was forced to spend con¬ 
siderable amounts of their salaries to buy 
20-year government bonds. Again, in 1969, 
N. Khrushchev carried out another "re- 
I form" vide which one new rouble was ex- 
I changed for 10 old roubles. In 1992, after 
j Russia emerged as an independent coun 
j try in the CIS, lifting of price controls re¬ 


sulted in an immediate price rise of 25 per 
cent, affecting adversely the disposable 
incomes with people. In 1993, at a very 
short notice, people were asked to spend 
all the roubles printed during Soviet times. 
But, thereafter tlie rouble remained fairly 
strong till the recent turmoil. 

IMFs Folly 

T here are many who feel that the IMF 
is to blame for the current mess in 
Russia. One of the issues inviting strong 
criticism is that IMl’ has always advocated 
liberalisation, followed by borro vings, 
without going into country specific prob¬ 
lems. In other words, IMF worked as a 
mouth piece of the USA to advocate tree 
market economies and without rea.son, 
believed in the superiority of this prescrip¬ 
tion. Immediately after the fall of commu¬ 
nist USSR, the IMF came to the rescue of 
Russia with its aid alongwith economic 
agenda outlined. It recommended 
privatisation of the economy, switching 
over to the principles of capitalism, imme¬ 
diate opening up of imports, followi*d by 
iiitcinal and external liberalisation. The 
economy which had remained closed to 
external and internal liberalisation for ovei 
four decades, was suddenly exposed to 
extreme economic conditions. It resulted 
in virtual destruction of domestic industr), 
which needed protection from external 
competition at least for some years. 

The results were disastrous. IMF and 
the other donor countries and agencies 
continued to bail out Russia of the finan¬ 
cial crisis from time to time. External trade 
was persistently in red, with huge deficits 
caused by huge volumes of imports. Bud¬ 
get deficit was also regular and Russia 
started defaulting on account of debt-re¬ 
payment. The industry suffered a setback 
with the killing of domestic and privatised 
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industry by un-hindercd imports. All these ! 
resulted in declining output, dwindling tax 
collections and skyrocketing of budget 
deficit. External debt also started mount- 
f ing due to frequent bailouts by the inter¬ 
national donor agencies. 

Russia today finds itself in a financial 
mess mainly due to the IMF-sponsored 
reforms. Now the IMF wants Russia to go j 
in for foreign investment to tide over the | 
crisis. Economists, however, have serious j 
doubts about this prescription too, as this I 
would result in shifting of the ownership 
of domestic industry into the hands of for¬ 
eign investors. 

Rejection of Chernomyrdin as the 
Prime Minister of the country by Duma 
reflects the disillusionment of Russian lead¬ 
ers with the experiments with capitalism. 
Choice of communist-supported Prime 
Minister may be a cause of worry to the 
USA and IMF, but it indicates the willing¬ 
ness on part of Russia to introduce certain 
checks and controls on economic activity 
in the near future. If the current policies 
are reversed by the Russian government in 
the days to come, it may get some time to 
revive the domestic industry, on the one 
hand, and tone up tax administration, on 
the other. Rejection of pro-capitalism 
Chernomyrdin as Prime Minister may 
mean rejection of pure capitalism and fu¬ 
ture few months may prove difficult for 
President Yeltsin too. With the changed 
diagnosis, if IMF does not alter its prescrip¬ 
tion, it may be the beginning of slide for 
fund-starved IMF also. 

In the meanwhile, the Russian leader¬ 
ship has shown full awareness to the 
tougher days aliead. President Clinton has 
reassured Russia of full economic support 
of the US during this hour of crisis. Boris 
Yeltsin would still like to continue with his 
policy of market reforms if the international 
community continues to support him fi¬ 
nancially. But that does not seem very likely 
The financial crisis, which was earlier faced 
by Thailand, Japan and Hong Kong, is 
likely to spread to most parts of the world 
by the end of this year. 

Economic stability of Russia is of ut¬ 
most importance to the world peace. Dur¬ 
ing the days of strong USSR, the balance of 
power between the USA and the USSR 
helped in maintaining the world peace. 


Most of the developing countries foimd a 
caring world power in the USSR. But due 
to economic instability, Russia no longer 
enjoys that status, as it is dependent for 
economic assistance on the West, includ¬ 
ing the USA. It is due to weakening of 
Russia that the USA could take so-called 
"punitive" measures against Iraq, Sudan 
and Afghanistan. Due to its position of a 
permanent member of the Security Coun¬ 
cil at the UN, and haul of nuclear arsenal 
it possesses, Russia even today has the 
potential of becoming the second world 
power and keep due check on the military 
expoits of the USA. 

Indian Interests 

E JDIA is keenly interested in the devel- 
pments taking place in Russia. In the 
past also, the erstwhile USSR had been a 
close friend of India, and always supported 
Indian cause at international fora. During 
1971 Indo-Pak war, Soviet support to In¬ 
dian action was a strong moral booster to 
India. Despite her deep economic crisis, 
Russia recently dismissed the US sugges¬ 
tion that Russia should reconsider its 
friendly rektioas with India. Even on Kash¬ 
mir issue, Rassia has always supported 
Indian stand. Even at the time of nuclear 
explosions at I’okhran in May 1998, Rus.sia 
did not utter a single word against Indian 
action. 

Economically also, Russia has been 
very special for India. After 1970, Indian 
trade with the t‘rstwhile USSR was 20 to 25 
per cent of her total trade Even after the 
collapse of USSR, Russia remains a very 
important trade partner to India. Impor- 
I tance o! India to Russia is also not less. 
Indian defence preparedness largely de¬ 
pends upon the assistance from Russia, 
under a scenario where Pakistan was al¬ 
ways supplied state-of-the-art weapons by 
the USA. India is the biggest customer of 
I Russian arms in the world and Indian or- 
I ders averaging $ 2 billion per year arc very 
I vital for the cash-starved Russian economy. 

I Delhi and Moscow have also entered into 
i negotiations for developing advanced air- 
I defence system to protect India from pos¬ 
sible Afghan and Sudan-type -US strikes in 
future. 

Other strategic relations between In¬ 


dia and Russia include recently concluded 
Rs 6310 crore deal for purchase of latest 40 
Sukhoi-30 fighter aircraft, to be inducted 
in a phased manner in the Indian Air Foce 
by the year 2002AD. India, with third larg¬ 
est Army, fourth largest Airforce and sev¬ 
enth largest Navy in the world cannot be 
ignored by Russia. In addition to the 
Sukhoi fighter deal, the two countries last 
year signed an agreement vide which Rus¬ 
sia would supply to India Iwosubmarines 
and three frigates. 

The fallout of Russian crisis on Indian 
economy is also discernible. Immediately 
after the fall of rouble, Indian rupee also 
came under pressure and rupee weakened 
against major foreign currencies. Economic 
impact of Russian events was admitted 
even by the Finance Minister Yashwant 
Sinha. Most of the stock exchanges in In¬ 
dia suffered a setback during the days of 
turmoil. 

To some extent, fall of rouble may 
assist Indian economy in future. While 
European Union has decided not to throw 
any more funds in the bottomless pit 
called Russia, rouble devaluation may be 
a blessing in disguise for India. As per 
I rouble-debt agreement, to repay the 
I former Soviet debt, India has to export 
j Rs 3000 crore worth of goods to Russia 
j every year. In addition, about 80 per rent 
' of our exports to Russia are rupee-domi- 
; nated, under which above-mentioned ex- 
I ports are made. Hence, due to 
I devaluation of rouble in the international 
I markets, Indian exports would not have 
I to face stiffer competition, as to be expe- 
! rienced by other exporting countries deal- 
: ing in foreign exchange. It would also 
' pave way for fresh negotiations with Rus- 
i sia on rupee-rouble debt agreement. 

I Given the drastic fail in the value of 
j rouble, India can negotiate the exchange 
j rate afresh and pay off the debt at an early 
i date, which would certainly be advanta¬ 
geous to India. 

In the changed economic scenario, it 
is expected that Russia w'ould now move 
away from pure capitalism and follow the 
system of mixed economy prevailing in 
India and many otlier developing coun¬ 
tries. This would certainly take Russia 
j away from the USA and bring her closer 
I to India. 
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I UST as the paths of glory 
are beset with thorns and 
irushes, the designs and 
directions of development do 
bring about many a distortion, 
not only among the human 
population, but also among 
the flora and fauna that add 
splendour to the landscape 
and provide the much needed 
sustenance to national pride, 
When development takes 
place and gains momentum, 
both under pressure from 
domestic needs as well as 
from the market forces let 
loose by regional or global 
agencies, the worst to suffer 
the consequences are the most 
vulnerable—whether human 
beings or other species. 

Ha\ ing caused immense 
damage to the fragile eco¬ 
system and blindly ignored 
the reverence and relevance 
that flora and tauna should 
mean to us the Wildlife Act 
1972 (ainendid in 1991) was 
the first serious step to protect 
and preserve nearly 532 
national parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries in the country. 

Two opinions, currently 
doing the rounds in the 
corridors of power, reflect the 
concerns of those who are 
conscientiously connected 
with the rights of those who 
have inhabited the forests/ 
protected areas (under the act) 
for so long vis-a-vis the 
protection, procreation and 
preservation of wildlife. The 


observation of the famous 
anthropologist Verrier Elwin: 
"How could tribals destroy the 
forest. They owned no trucks. 
They hardly has even a bullock 
carl. The utmost they could 
carry away was some wood to 
keep them warm in the winter 
months" deserves as much 
merit as the apprehension: 
"With some 30 to 40 lakli people 
living within the designated 
national parks, sanctuaries and 
adjoining areas, the very 
purpose of setting up these 
idyllic spots as exclusive pre¬ 
serves for wildlife has been 
defeated", expressed by- 
wildlife experts and enthusi¬ 
asts. The two views, though 
seemingly in conflict with each 
other, can be reconciled if the 
provisions of tlie Wildlife (Pro¬ 
tection) Act 1991—that "no area 
other than a reserved forest 
could be declared a sanctuary 
without settling and abridging 
the rights of the local people" 
—are implemented in letter and 
spirit. 

Our National Parks and 
Sanctuaries, such as Kaziranga, 
Manas, Palamau, Srisailam, 
Bharatpur, Nagarahole, 
Dudhwa, Sariska, to name a 
few, located across the length 
and breadth of the country, face 
perennial threats from the 
unscrupulous poachers, 
hunters, smugglers, dealers in 
animal parts and rare medicinal 
herbs and the like. Despite the 
presence of forest guards and 


other officials, the problems 
plaguing the parks and 
sanctuaries are real. Rigorous 
wildlife experts and ornitholo¬ 
gists (experts in scientific 
study of birds) have come out 
with the shocking facts of three 
species of Indian birds having 
gone extinct and some 200 
others facing serious threat 
owning to ruthless hunting 
and destruction of their 
habitat. 

Today, besides the 
villagers and cattle criss¬ 
crossing the patli of wild ani¬ 
mals, there arc motor vehicles 
shattering the peace of these 
sanctuaries. The very purpose 
of setting up tlrese parks and 
sanctuaries to let 'animals be 
free from human disturbances 
so that nature recuperates and 
regenerates' has been 
defeated. Tourism, though a 
very welcome source of 
income and entertainment, has 
become an another irritant. 
Even the setting up of hotels 
within a kilometre of the 
boundary of the protected 
areas is fraught with dangers 
to tlie wildlife and the sanctity 
of parks and sanctuaries alike. 
The signal from the Ministry 
of Environment and Forests 
and those interested in 
protected areas "don't kill the 
goose that lays golden eggs” 
should guide our concepts and 
concerns. 

With the rise in demand 
for wildlife medicines in the 


industrialised world, where 
natural health remedies are be¬ 
coming increasingly popular, 
the tendency to procure both 
animal bones and parts, along 
with traditional medicinal 
plants, is the natural offshoot 
of such a demand by fair or 
foul means. In order to counter 
the menace of illegal trade and 
traffic in wildlife and 
medicinal plants, India will 
have to look to the Convention 
of International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) 
for help and also resort to 
increased and intensive 
surveillance of its national 
parks and sanctuaries The 
myth that most animal parts 
like tusks, horns and bones 
have aphrodisiac and other 
medicinal properties will have 
to be demolished. 

Areas that arc critical to 
wildlife and flora have to be 
clearly identified, demarcated 
and then sealed oft from hu¬ 
man habitation. Since the 
pressure on living space is so 
intense, the task of 
prioritisation must begin 
immediately. More than half 
of our tigers, for instance, lb e 
in forests outside protected 
areas. Thus, some protected 
areas need to be increased. 
What is left must be defended 
to the hilt. Otherwise, India's 
forests and wildlife could 
move from crisis to catastro¬ 
phe—and that is already 
unfolding. 
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Do India’s AnaaiiaiMl Courts 
Dolvor Justice 


India hasan indijvndenl judicuny which Im 
done ttw country proud on many occasmns. Despile 
the loss of credibility of the polilicnl class, the 
judiciary has largely remained unbiased andgiivii 
hopes to the roinmon people Yet. it is often felt that 
the courts do not deliivr justice. Ciisi>' arc delayed 
tioend. liicttsesofcomiptioii, llwacnnxdlmvoften 
walkal away scotfree, giving room to the belief that 
there is a separate consideration for the rich and 
powerftil. 

In this month's debate, we discuss 
whether the judicial system actually delivers 
justice, l or a poor man lolio has to wait for 
several years far a judgement, does it not 
mean that the system has failed? 


Mr A I-riends, wo an* all aware of 
our judicial system Perhaps some of us 
have come into contact with it ns well. 
We can say that by and large, the 
system is impartial and fair. However, 
there is an increasing distrust of the 
courts. Even the police help aggrieved 
parties to sort out matters without tiling 
ca.ses, because they know that if the case 
goes to the courts, it ^vill drag for years. 
t)ne must be very hardy indeed to be 
able to waste time in endless court 
appearanci'S in order to get justice 
several years down the line. Because ot 
the numerous delays and legal 
wrangles, a \ery harmful trend has 
emerged in our society, in which people 
take law in their own hands. The 
judicial system may thus be responsible 
for the breakdown ot law and order in 
the country, at least to some extent. 

Even Irardencd criminals and terrorists 
cannot be booked and very often the 
sacrifices of security personnel come to 
naught as they see criminals walk away 
without being convicted. Unfortunately, 
there are no. attempts at legal reforms 


and even the judges take recourse to 
contempt of court proceedings for small 
offences. I think that we need to debate 
on this: if the procedures are so 
Byzantine, then only the rich can afford 
to take recourse to justice. Where does 
that leave the common man? Are the 
courts fulfilling their objective? 


MrB You have laid down very well 
the basis of our discussion. There is no 
denying the fact that cases arc- 
prolonged endlessly, thereby making 
the judicial system meaningful only in 
name. But you have to look at the other 
side of the picture—the responsibility of 
the courts is to ensure that there is no 
mi.scarriage of justice. So, it is important 
to look at all the evidence and give time 
to all the parties to present their case. 
Thus, some amount of delay would be 
natural. We cannot say that the courts 
have failed on this basis. We should be 
thankful that we have some system of 
legal recourse whereas in some African 
countries and China, the legal system is 
non-existent. In some other countries, 
the [udges are known to be corrupt. At 
least in India we have .an independtnt 
arid mostly honest judges. The system 
may cause delays, but it is not defunct. 


MrC I find your argument quite 
sill. You cannot compare yourself with 
countries like China to say that you art- 
lucky The point is whether we can 
have a good system in which it is 
possible to have justice. We have to 
compare ourselves with the countries 
which have better systems, not worse. 
In any case, we cannot say that our 
system is good, because of two reasons. 
First, it excludes the poor as they 


cannot indulge in prolonged court cases. 
Second, justice delayed is justice 
denied. 1 would also like to point out 
some anomalous situations within our 
system. Take the cases of rape. It 
requires great courage for an Indian girl 
to file such a case, given the social . 
stigma. Instead of dealing with it 
sensitively, the courts usually acquit the 
accused. The famous Bhanwari Devi 
incident is a case in point. Surely, a 
criminal will not sign an affidavit before 
raping anybody, so evidence in these 
cases has to be circumstantial. As a 
result of the crippled legal system, 
crimes against women have risen across 
the country. Surely, tliere is something 
wrong in the way tin- courts have gone 
about this. The judges need to review 
the procedures themselves and initiate 
some rt-form. 


MrD 1 agree with you. Some years 
back, there was a hope that corrupt 
political leaders would be brought to 
book as they had been caught in 
corruption cases. They had indulged in 
anti-national activities, such as 
providing shelter to criminals and 
dealing in foreign exchange through the 
hawala netvr'ork. In the latter, some 
diaries were also found, which gave 
details of the involvement of the 
accused. The then Chief Justice Verma 
went on record to say that he was being 
pressurised in the case. This should 
have been taken as circumstantial 
evidence and the culprits should have 
been nailed. On the contrary, the courts 
threw out the cases saying that the 
diaries could not be taken as evidence. 
Surely it did not expect that leaders 
indulging in illegal transactions would 
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have signed on stamp papers to say 
what they were doing? 

JVlr E You are taking a very narrow 
^vicw of justice. 1 admit that in such 
cases the courts could have taken other 
evidence into account. Cases ol 
corruption are easy to handle: if the 
person and his family members oven 
more properly than they can account 
lor, tliey'should be prosecuted without 
any other evidence, hut you also have 
to sec so many ordinary dispute that 
ha\ e been solved by the courts. 

I Despite taking long, disputes of 
I property, divorce, cheating and petty 
■ crime are punished. There is a fear of 
the law in the country. The Supreme 
Court has given landmark judgements 
on many issues. In the corruption 
i-ascs, the courts forced the slothful 
I CBl to hurrv up and it did have the 
required effect. So, one cannot say that 
llie courts are absolutely useless. You 
saj that circumstantial evidence should 
he taken into account. This would 
surely lead to some innocent people 
getting sentenced, and is not a viable 
Milution. The lourls have to go by 
'Olid evidence, which prevents 
innocent persons to sutler. 

i Mr A 1 take your point, but that is 
luirdU a good solution. Take the case of 
liie 1484 ''lots. The cases dragged on for 
\ears Now after l.S years, the victims 

I .ire asked to identify the culprits. This 
kind of Hung is ridiculous. The delayed 
■iidiie just gives lawyers and the 
■ucused to manipulate the evidenci, 
■viiich they undoubtedly have. I would 
like to point out some other anomalies 
li'O ! or instance, there is a backlog of 
million cases within the system and 
'i l.ikes 20 years tor an av'.’rage case ».(< 
'''Tl out. Would you call it delhe-ing 
i'l-'lice? Again, though the judicial 
'•^.slem may be said to be partial, if you 
r'\'.d the comments made by the judge 
Hie l^an Pillai case, you find that 
is an inherent bias against certain 
diissps. What is worse is the impact on 
‘>iH ieiy. Today, nobody wants to help an 
■' ■I'ldcnt victim because he knows he 

» 11.11 be implicated for years Even 


neighbours avoid getting involved 
because they will be called upon as 
witnesses for years after an incident. 
Which normal person can give up his 
work and job tor this unpniductive 
rigmarole? The society is thus becoming 
de-humanised because of the antiquated 
legal system. 

MrB The fact cannot be denied 
that the courts are taking up issues on 
behalf of the common man. The PIL is a 
tool in the hands of the poor to petition 
the courts. When it was started, it was 
with the intention of helping the poor, 
liven a post card could be taken as a 
petition. Within the constraints, the 
courts have taken initiatives and helped 
the poor. Of course, sorting out the 
pending 25 million cases requires a 
ditterent kind of decision: perhaps 
lawyers reipiesting adjournments 
should he nquired to pay every time 
they delay a case. Such things could be 
easily implemented. The judges owe it 
to llu> nation to rectify llie anomalies 
Dial have crept into the system. 

MrC 1 disagree with you regarding 
PILs. Whatever may have been the logic 
of starting them, today they are used 
for Irivolous things. If you look at PILs 
in n-cent times, not one has come from 
a poor person. In any case, why does 
the court need a petition from, say, a 
person being held as an iindertrial, 
that his case be heard? Why do the 
judges not look into the sorry stale of 
atlairs right under their noses? 
Moreover, the courts have to do 
something about harassment of 
witnesses. Helping an accident victim, 
tor example, need not be cumbersome 
as it IS in India. The courts have a 
very big responsibility which is not 
being lulfilled by them. Frankly, I do 
not have anything against judicial 
activism, but the activism seems to 
be in wrong areas. Let them put their 
own house in order, and that would 
be doing a great service for society. 
The conditions of undertri.ils, 
disposal of pending cases, protection 
of witnesses—these are some of the 
things that urgently need to be done. 


MrD The legal system has its 
positive points, but 1 think that we arc 
in agreement that much needs to be 
done. The judges must kxik within the 
system and improve the legal aid 
available to people. Otherwise, they 
will most aTtainly attract allegations of 
activism. The security forces are in an 
unenviable positions todtiy: they fight 
the mafia and other anti-social 
elements without any legal back-up. 
Convictions are rare because proof is 
often not available. On the contrary, 
they face allegations of human rights 
abuse and courts have condemned 
policemen who have risked their lives ■ 
in fighting crime or terrorism. This 
kind of thing has the seeds of anarchy. 
We have already mentioned the 
negative impact on society as people 
do not help each other. If the legal 
system is not properly rationalised, 
people will fcic forced to take up the 
law in tlieir own hands. 

MrE Well, many points have been 
raised. There is a consensus in the 
group that while the system has 
performed its duty by and large, there 
are a lot of changes required. Among its 
serious drawbacks are the exclusion of 
the |)Oor from the legal procc*ss, the 
sorry state of pending cases, and the 
unjusti'ied delays. The judges too have 
to be accountable to society. Many 
people also believe that honeslv 
among the judges is not what it once 
was. In many cases, relatives of judges 
operate as lawyers m the same com is. 
F.ven if the case is not hi-ard by the 
particular judge himself, the 
possibilit\ exists ol intlucncing a 
orothcr judge. The rise of corrujition, 
crime, particularly against women, 
calls for a better judicial system There 
is a great challenge to reform the 
system, though if is not talked about. 
There is urgent need to make 
procedures simpler so that the legal 
system is available to all and that the 
criminals can be punished. 

Join the Dobmte at 

http://www.cempetitioninastm.com 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


GoneralStudtos Scene 


Q. 1. How is the Constitution of India amended? Are 
there any restrictions on amending the Constitution? Discuss 
in detail. 

Ans. One of the features of Indian Constitution is that it is 
neither absolutely flexible nor completely rigid. The framers of 
the Constitution had visualised that in due course, the country 
may need to amend the Constitution in line with the needs of the 
times, and introduced procedure for amendment. The aim was 
two-fold—firstly the system of federation introduced in the Con¬ 
stitution should not be disturbed at will by the Central govern¬ 
ment and, secondly, the dynamic national process would need 
some prescribed mode for amending the existing provisions of the 
Constitution. There are, therefore, two types of amendments which 
can be carried out as under: 

ill) There are certain provisions of the Constitution, which 
can be replaced or amended by the Union Parliament by simple 
legislative procedure. These are called alterations and not amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution. 

(b) The procedure for amending tlie remaining Articles is 
provided in Articles 368 of the Constitution, where again, differ¬ 
entiation in amendments, according to the nature of provisions of 
the Constitution, has been made. In all such cases involving 
amendment to the Constitution, the Bill has to be passed by the 
Parliament by a special majority. But, while amending provisions 
affecting the federal provisions, ratification of such amendment 
bill by the legislatures of at least hall the States is required, before 
the assent of the President of India is obtained. 

With a view to get the second type of amendment passed, an 
amendment Bill is required to be presented in cither House of the 
Parliament and each House is required to pass the Bill by a ma¬ 
jority of the total membership and by not less than two-third of 
the members present and voting, before it is sent for the assent of 
the President. But m case the amendment seeks to change the 
Articles involving the mode of election of the President, extent of 
executive powers of the Centre az-.d the States, distribution of 
legislative powers between the Union and the States, zelaling to 
Supreme Court and High Courts, representation of States in the 
Parliament, any of the lists in the 7th Schedule of the Constitution 
and relating to the amendment itself, ratification by not less than 
50 per cent of the States is required. Once an amendment Bill, duly 
passed by the legislature, is produced before the President for 
assent, amended Article 368 has made it obligatory on part of the 
President to give his assent. 

The Constitution does notper se lay down any restrictions on 
the power of the legislature to amend the Constitution. The Su¬ 
preme Court of India, as custodian of the Constitution has, how- 
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ever, laid down law in this regard and imposed certain restrictions 
on the power of legislature to amend the Constitution. Upto 1967, 
the Supreme Court had held that all the provisions of the Corzsti- 
tution were amendable by following the procedure laid down in 
the Coizstitution. However, in a case titled as Golak Nath versus 
State of Punjab, it was held by the apex court, in 1967, that the 
power to amend the Constitution was also a legislative power 
conferred by Article 245 of the Constitution, so that a Constitution 
Amendment Act was also a law within the purview of Article 
13(2). The Parliament, by 24th Constitutional Amendment Act in 
1971, amended Article 368 itself and prescribed that any constitu¬ 
tional amendment would not be a law. But finally, in the Minerva 
Mills case and subsequent orders by the Supreme Court, it has 
been held that by following the procedure laid down in Article 
368, any part of the Constitution can be amended, without resort¬ 
ing to any referendum, nr reference to Constituent Assembly. But 
it has also been held that no provision or part of the Constitution 
can be amended if it takes away, alters or destroys the basic fea¬ 
ture of the Constitution. Though the doctrine of basic features has 
not been explicitly defined, it is apparent that provisions relating 
to federation, secularism, separation of powers, judicial review, 
supremacy of the Constitution, Rule of Law and objectives of the 
Preamble form part of basic features of our Constitution. 

Q. 2. Describe major developments in the nationalist 
movement during 1922 to 1928. Also discuss the role of 
Swarajists during this period. 

Ans. After the violent incidents at Chauri Chauia in 1922, the 
non-cooperation movement came to an end. This led to 
demoralisation in the nationalist ranks and many leaders of the 
Congress itself did not agree with the decision of Mahatma Gandhi 
to suddenly withdraw the movement. The temporary lull in the 
political activity threatened to take the nationalist movement into 
passivity and several leaders of the Indian National Congress, 
like C.R, Das and Motilal Nehru, propagated a new line of politi¬ 
cal activity. Rather than continuing boycott and non-cooperation, 
this .school of thought advocated that the nationalists should 
enter the legislative councils, obstruct the official working and 
expose the weaknesses of the government. They also planned to 
transform the Central and provincial legislative councils into po¬ 
litical arenas, to generate public enthusiasm and keep the national 
movement alive through democratic methods. There were other 
leaders like Dr Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Patel and Dr Ansari, who 
opposed the proposed entry to the Legislative Councils. Ihe)' 
advocated the continuing programme of mass contact, Hindu- 
Muslim unity, removal of untouchability and spinning. These lead- 
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ere are referred to as no-changers. 

On the other hand, C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru formed a 
Swaraj Party, called Congress-Khilafat Swaraj Party, and decided 
that this party would function as a group within Congress. This 
newly-formed party accepted all the programmes of Congress, 
except its decision not to contest Council polls. Despite efforts by 
Gandhiji in 1924, to reimite both the groups, Swarajists continued 
to work independently, and in 1923 elections they did fairly well. 
They won 42 of 101 seats in the Central Legislative Council and, 
with the help of a few oOier parties, succeeded in opposing many 
moves of the government. In 1925, Swarijists succeeded in getting 
their leader Vithalbhai Patel to get elected as speaker of the Central 
Legislative Council. Swarajists also obtained fairly good number of 
seats in various provincial Legislative Councils. While Swarajists 
commanded majority in Central Provinces, they also formed single 
largest party in Bengal and were forceful in Bombay, U.P. and Assam. 
They also had a few members in Punjab and Madras. 

Death of C.R. Das in 1925 weakened the Swarajya Party 
and, gradually, the leaders of the party started realising the 
futility of their policies. They talked of extremism but at the 
same time participated in the government too. It would, how¬ 
ever, be wrong to presume that the Swarajists did not achieve 
anything. At a time when there was no political activity in the 
nationalist movement, these leaders provided an alternative to 
keep the interest of the masses alive and continued to expose 
the policies of the British government. 

Almost at the same time when the influence of Swarajists 
was on the wane, the British government provided life to the 
nationalist movement by announcing Lhe appointment of Simon 
Commission in 1927. The Commission was to go into the func¬ 
tioning of the Act of 1919 and suggest future course to the gov¬ 
ernment. In the seven members Commission, headed by Sir John 
Simon, all members were British MPs, with no Indian represen¬ 
tative. Leaders of all political parties in India decided to oppose 
the Commission. When the Commission arrived at Bombay in 
February 1928, it was greeted with a countrywide strike. While 
demonstrating against the Commission, Lala Lajpat Rai received 
severe Lathi blows and died after a few days. This revived the 
nationalists' mos ement and also gave rise to various revolution¬ 
ary militant outfits, who believed in forced ouster of the British. 
Before the report of the Simon Commission was published in 
1930, Pandit Motilal Nehru, in August 1928, suggested a system 
of government in which India was to be granted dominion sta¬ 
tus, responsible governments were to be installed at the Centre 
and provinces with a federal system and the Parliament having 
two houses, was to be elected by a joint electorate. Finally, fun¬ 
damental rights were to be granted to the Indians. But this re¬ 
port, popularly called as Nehru Report, was not accepted by the 
Muslim League, 

Q. 3. Describe various factors that continue to ail Indian 
exports. Also suggest measures to revive the exports, making 
their growth seU-sustaining. 

Ans. For any developing country to develop rapidly, foreign 
trade is of utmost importance. Truly called the "engine of growth". 


foreign trade, on the one hand, ensures sale of surplus products 
abroad and, on the other, provides precious stocks of foreign ex¬ 
change, vital for economic development. At the same time, im¬ 
ports also help in purchasing the goods requited by the country, 
as also provides technology and raw material for manufacture of 
export-oriented products. 

After the process of reforms was initiated in 1991, due prior¬ 
ity was accorded to the growth rate of exports. External sector irv 
general, and export growth rate in particular, were considered to 
be a national priority. After 1992-93, for three years the export 
growth rate was outstanding, but diuing the past two years, ex¬ 
port-growth rate has suffered serious setback. There are various 
reasons for this, some of which are as under; 

(a) Production technology in majority of exporting units is 
poor. As a result, quality of products is not that of international 
quality. 

{h) Heavy dependence on the primary products nrakes sus¬ 
taining growtir very difficult in the long-run. 

(c) Infrastructural bottlenecks in the form of power-cuts, poor 
road and rail communication, telecommunication and other al¬ 
lied sectors are also responsible for poor growth of exports over 
a longer period of time. 

(d) During the past two years, the Reserve Bank of India had 
tried to maintain artificial exchange rate of rupee vis-a-vis major 
currencies of the world. This has made Indian products non-com¬ 
petitive in the market. 

(c) India has not been able to secure membership of any trad¬ 
ing bloc or regional grouping. Efforts to get entry into ASEAN 
have not succeeded. Even SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area) 
has not yet become operational. Membership of WTO (Vtorld Trade 
Organisation) has also not resulted in any tangible gains so far. 

There are many sliort-term as well as long-term measures 
which should be adopted to ensure that the export growth rate 
remains self-sustaining. Some of the measures are as under; 

(fl) Infrastructure development is essential for development 
of foreign trade. Road, rail and tele-communication plav a major 
role and must be developed to be brought at par with interna¬ 
tional standards. Development of ports, airports, docks and avail¬ 
ability of power is also an urgent area of attention. 

(b) Procedure for exports, though have been simplified, is still 
have a lot of room for simplification. 

(c) Rather than following short-term EXIM and Credit Poli¬ 
cies, it is better to have a long-term policy on export-import. This 
would bring continuity and consistency in the policies on trade. 

(d) Many measures have been announced by the government 
from time to time to provide cheap and timely export credit to the 
exporters. But a lot more is required to be done to ensure that the 
export growth rate does not suffer. 

(e) Conscious upgradation of technology, particularly in the 
small scale sector, is required so that the products not only match 
the quality of international standards, but also become more com¬ 
petitive and cost-effective. 

0 Exports of primary products, after some value addition, 
would be more appropriate, rather than exporting primary prod¬ 
ucts as raw-material. 
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The Competition Master's Guide to Opportunities 

This feature aterts our readers about lorthcommg examinations and 
opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in advance to be 
included here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitability and that 
of the institute before applymg^this feature is not a recommendation ol any 
course or institute. 

Computers 

1. Maitar in Computer Applfcetlons (MCA) National AdmlaaionTest— 

Eligibility; Bachelor's degree with mmimum 50% marks and maths in class 12 
Written test: On January 16,1999 (common with MBA) and an additional test 
on maths and logic. Last date. December 1,1998. Apply to; Chiet Administrative 
Officer, National Institute of Management, Calcutta Bid No 117, Command 
Hospital Complex. PO Box 16710, Calcutta - 700 027 with a DD lor Rs 650. 

2 MCA— Eligibility; Graduation with minimum 50% marks. Written test; 
February 21, 1999. Last date: December 12, 1998. Apply to; Admissions 
Incharge, Department of Computer Sciences, University of Pune, Pune - 411 
007, with a DD for Rs 350. 

Design 

1. School Leavers' Programme and Advanced Entry Programme 
(4/2-S years)- --EHgibility. Class 12 with competence in maths, science and social 
sciences, and age below 22/25 years Written test: January 2-3, 1999 Last 
date: November 23, 1998 Apply to: National Institute of Design, Paldi, 
Ahmedabad - 380 007 with a DD for Rs 500 payable to Secretary, NID, and a 
s.a.s.e. with Rs 9 stamps 

2. Diploma in a) Fashion/Accessory Design, b)Textite, knitwear, leather 
garments design and technology, garment manufacturing and apparel mar¬ 
keting— Eligibility' Class 12 with 50% marks lor (a) and graduation with 50% 
marks for (b). Written test; February 6-7,1999. Last date; January 5,1999 Apply 
to; National Institute of Fashion Technology, NIFT Campus, Hauz Khas, Neai 
Gulmohur Park, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for Rs 200 or at NIFT centres at 
Mumbai, Calcutta, Hyderabad, Chennai, Gandhinagar and Bangalore 

Management 

1 Master of Business Management (MBM)— Eligibility- Minimum 2 
years post qualification work experience and first class bachelor's degree in 
engineering or inasteis degree in specified subjects. Written examination 
January 31,1999 Last date. December 15,1998. Apply to: Chairman, GATE, 
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur - 721 302 with a DD tor Rs 1000. 

2. PGDM (2 years)/PGDHRD (1 year)— Eligibility Graduation with 50% 
marks for PGDM and post-graduate in social work, behavioural sciences etc 
lor PGDHRD Written test: January 17.1999. Last date: December 20,1998 
Apply to. Symbiosis Centre for Management and HRD fSCMHRD), Atur Centre, 
New Management Building. Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony PO, Pune ' 
411 016 with a DD for Rs 500 

Merchant Navy 

Graduate Mechanical Engineer (GME)/Deck Cadets— Eligibility. For 
GME; BE (Mech) with 60% marks and age less than 25 years. For deck 
cadets: Class 12 with 60% marks and age less than 20 years. Apply to: 
International Maritime Institute, 13 Instuutional Area Greater Noida, Distt 
Gautam Buddh Nagar (UP) or E-1, Nuchna, Alaknanda Shopping Cumplex, 
New Delhi with a DD for Rs 250 
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Grooming Future Siridlers 


If joining the armed forces is your aim, 
the Alps Academy is the place where you 
x,. should be. With over 5,000 officers in three 
•'•M" wings of the armed forces, and about 3,000 

V paramilitary and other civil services, its 

success in grooming officers of tomorrow 
is truly phenomenal. “We maintain the 
academy's character as only a defence ori- 
ented institute and have not started money- 
making courses like engineering or medical 
’ entrance", says Col Segan (retd), director 
of Alps Academy. “This gives us strength. 
Together with personal involvement in 
teaching, we ensure that our students develop the confidence 
and personality required for the armed forces." 

Col Segan has had a distinguished service in the army 
himself. He commanded a fighting regiment of artillery in 
peace and took active part in the 1965 and 1971 wars. He 
also served on the panels of the Service Selection Boards 
(SSBs). His wife's psychology background came in handy 
and both have taken the academy to unprecedented heights, 
since they took over-^tO years ago. 

Alps Academy is, of course, much older than that It 
was started by Brig S.P. Saigal, VSM, on August 31,1979. 
He died in 1989 and thereafter Col Segan and his wife 
have managed it. The difference is the dual approach of 
“Assess and Coach", followed by the Academy, Since all 
the tests at the SSBs are scientifically aimed at assessing 
the total personality of a candidate, a structured approach 
is required. A candidate must have OLQ (Oflicer-like Quali¬ 
ties). Col Segan says that while at the SSB, he Observed 
that a large number oi candidates are found unadcepiable 
because they are unaware of the latent qualities they pos¬ 
sess, or are unaware and cannot exhibit them to the best 
of their advantage. 

Alps Academy helps bring out these qualities through 
various psychological tests as also gears up candidates to with¬ 
stand the stresses applied on them naturally or artificially. “Many 
candidates fail to qualify because they are not aware of the 
concept of balanced personality. Others because they lack 
understanding of leadership qualities”, explains Mrs Segan. The 
reason could be lack of motivation. That's why a great deal of 
time is spent in this academy and candidates are motivated 
over a period of time. Hence we have a 15-day course as 
opposed to 10 days in other academies." 
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Intliii had i 
reason feel proud 
when Amatrya 
Sen won the 1998 
Nobel Prize for 
economics, the 
first Asian to win 
it since it was 
first awarded in 
1969. He is also 
thefirst solo win¬ 
ner of the prize since 1995. This feature de¬ 
scribe his work and contribution to economics. 

1 998 Nobel Prize winner for economics, 
Amartya Sen has done extensive work 
including studies of the 1973 famine in 
Ethiopia and the 1974 famine of 
Bangladesh. The Nobel citation says that 
his contributions "range from the axiom¬ 
atic theory of social choice, over defini¬ 
tions of welfare and poverty indexes, to 
empirical studies of famine." A 
distinguished academician, he has taught 
in India, Britain and the United States. He 
was professor of economics and 
philosophy at Harvard before giving it up j 
to become master of Trinity College in Brit- j 
ain. I 

His work on famines is concerned j 
with analysing the causes of famines and i 
investigating the means of preventing j 
them. He says that people starve when | 
they do not have the means to buy food. | 
Famine can occur even when there is | 
plenty of food in the country, if income | 
collapses either because of unemploy- I 
ment or fall in the value of wages. He has 
found that many famines have occurred 
without any decline in food output, and j 
one has to shift attention from famine as 
a food crisis to an economic crisis. 

Sen says that famines can be pre¬ 
vented by creating public projects and 
providing income tor potential famine 
victims. This process combines market 
mechanisms with government assistance. 


in contrast to elaborate feeding 
programmes, which disrupt economic and 
social activity. At a political level, famines 
are associated with the absence of 
democracy. Famines have never occurred 
in democratic countries, even poor ones, 
which have regular elections and a free 
media. By contrast, they have occurred in 
military dictatorships, in colonial regimes 
and in one-party States. Even now, two 
countries threatened by famine— Sudan 
and North Korea—both lack democracy. 

Sen’s work on the downside of eco¬ 
nomics earned him the phrase of "con¬ 
science of our profession" from an earlier 
Nobel prize-winner of economics, Robert 
Solow. Despite the fact tliat his work is 
about the underprivileged, he is not 
against free markets or globalisation. 
However, they should be accompanied by 
creation and use of social opportunities. 
If illiteracy and health care are not tackled 
simultaneously, a country would create 
serious problems for itself, he says. 

Sen is also concerned with gender 
bias. He talks about a hundred million 


missing South Asian women, not so much 
through nutrition than through health 
care. According to him, the real killers ate 
not infanticide, widow burning or dowry 
deaths, but a process of quiet violence. 
The differential between male and female 
children in medical care and general 
attention leads to a mortality differential, 
leading to the missing women. 

He was, no doubt, influenced by the 
1943 Bengal famine when he was 10 years 
old, in which 5 million people died. He 
later concluded that the tragedy was not 
due to a shortage of food but due to poor 
distribution. A sudden introduction of a 
market system had replaced traditional 
barter. Despite a bountiful harvest, 
people did not have the money to feed 
themselves. 

Sen also believes that India has a lot to 
learn from the South East Asian economies, 
whose growth was based partially on year? 
of investments into education and health. 

Sen's research has led some to dub 
him the Mother Teresa of economics. He 
has undoubtedly done the nation proud. 
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Descflpiive Quesnons 


Speedy Justice 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to deliver justice speedily by courts. Say 
how the steps suggested by you would 
be effective and result-oriented. 

Ans. In India, many a time the poor 
litigant die's or becomes bankrupt before 
ihe case is decided one way or the other. 
The more the aggrieved persons crave for 
speedy justice, the more they are caught in 
delays and denials of justice. The axiom 
'justice delayed is justice denied' applies 
to Indian scenario more hi anguish than in 
anger. In order to save people from the 
quagmire of complex legal system, and to 
enable them to resurrect their faith in the 
quick disposal of cases and speedy dispen¬ 
sation of justice, the following measures 
ran help. 

Over the years, the nefarious nexus 
between purse and power or position has 
established such a powerful hold on almost 
all the organs of the State, that it appears 
.IS it nothing moves except with the inler- 
s ention of money and mafia oi muscle 
power S'uch an impression that keeps do¬ 
ing the roui-ds in all situations and inter¬ 
actions, may not be true in all cases. But 
there is no denying the fact that in most 
court cases, purse and political clout have 
come to play a big role, with the sole pur¬ 
pose of delaying justice or keeping tlie court 
ca.ses dragging for years, till the witnesses 
are dead or the files are untraceable. Such 
a nasty nexus has to be broken by making 
suitable amendments in the entire gamut 
of our judicial sysfem. 

Tlie establishment of Lok Adalats can 
lake off tlie load of pending cases with the 
courts to a considerable extent. Experience 
has shown that such Adalats can deliver 
expeditious justice and bring the feuding 
or litigating parties or persons to mutually 
beneficial settlements under the seal of the 
Adalal. Much of the rancour and feeling of 


revenge disappears under the aegis of Lok 
Adalats, which represent the moral 
strength of the system, besides adhering 
to legal imperatives. 

When we talk of accountability in re¬ 
spect of legislature and executii e of the 
country, there must be some authority, free 
from the influence or interference of gov¬ 
ernment, that can judge the performance 
of judiciary. Although the High Courts and 
the Supreme Court have been keeping a 
( lose watch on the working of lower courts 
but the volume of pending cases has be¬ 
lied the hope of reducing litigation or de¬ 
livering speedy justice. Here too the 
principle of accountability should be ap¬ 
plied. Tlie modalities and methods of such 
an application can be discussed and de¬ 
cided upon if there is a genuine will to do 
so. Besides, hundreds of undcrtrials w'ho 
have been languishing in jails for years 
should be set free, if their crimes are of 
minor nature and if it is felt that they have 
suffered more for want of trial that what 
the conviction or punishment would have 
meant in terms of jail confinement, fine or 
both for them. 

Economic versus military strength 

Q. Some people/persons feel 'India 
needs economic strength to military 
strength'. Substantiate the statement 
with your views based on history, 
knowledge and ground realities. 

Ans. If some persons feel that mili¬ 
tary strength flows from economic strength 
and not vice-versa they arc quite relevant 
and rational in their concepts and convic¬ 
tions The way the erstwhile Socialist Bloc 
countries gave way to economic crisis, 
despite their military strength, should cau¬ 
tion us to the inherent risks that a weak 
economy suffers. Unless India acquires the 
status of an economic power, her military 
strength would remain a drain and dream. 


that can shatter any moment. Economic 
resilience-cum-strength is complimentary 
to military strength and all efforts .should 
be made to face the economic challenges 
that are likely to be thmwn at us in future. 
Nuclear tests on the one hand, 
liberalisation/globaliscitio’n on the other, 
has created a situation which offers both 
an oppo(tunity as well as an obstacle. 

Economic strength of a country not 
only means a sustained and stable growth 
but also the fruits of development reach¬ 
ing out to all sections of the people and 
all regions of the country. Unless we are 
able to ensure an all-embracing socio-eco¬ 
nomic justice to the people, we cannot 
claim to have achieved real economic 
strength and much less military strength. 
The recent crisis that has rocked many 
South East Asian countries has broken 
many a myth about their economic pros¬ 
perity and the undiluted success of mar¬ 
ket economy. In order to create a 
sustainable pace of economic develop¬ 
ment and an equally strong army 
equipped with the latest weapons, both 
traditional as well as modern, there is no 
substitute of economic strength as seen 
through the mirror of people's living stan¬ 
dard and a wide dispersal of essential 
social services among the masses. !f the 
military strength keeps at bay the exter¬ 
nal enemy, economic strength guarantees 
internal peace and prosperity. The one 
without the other is incomplete and inco¬ 
herent. 


Mother tongue as medium of 
instruction 

Q. "Mother tongue should be the 
medium of instruction." Substanti¬ 
ate the proposal or suggestion with 
your considered views based on 
reading, knowledge and ground re¬ 
alities of today. 
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Ans. The plethora of 'English Me¬ 
dium Schools' in urban India, bordering 
on a mindless and directionless craze 
among parents and crass competition 
among those who treat education not as a 
means but as an end, is a sad reflection on 
our collective consciousness and national 
ethos. Nowhere in the world has the issue 
of 'mother tongue ecrsiis r.nglish' as a 
means of instruction generated so much 
heat and contniversy, as it has done in our 
social and educational set-up. There is no 
denying the fact that the educational sys¬ 
tem in India has been suffering from 
longstanding negligence and maladies and 
there is an urgent need for radical and revo¬ 
lutionary reforms which focus on child- 
centred education and that tcH) through the 
mother-tongue as the medium of instruc¬ 
tion, with due importance to linglish and 
other foreign languages. 

Whatever be our fads or fancies, there 
are no two opinions that at the elementary 
stage, which is both formative and impres¬ 
sionistic, the role of mother tongue to com¬ 
municate and create interest among little 
kids is highly significant. There is no bet¬ 
ter channel of communication between the 
teacher and tin* taught except through the 
medium of mother tongue, which a child 
speaks and understands without much 
effort. Unfortunately, education at all lev¬ 
els has been a plaything in the hands of 
those who were miles away fnim the con¬ 
cept and contours of education, as a result 
of which the medium ol instruction became 
a bone of contention between the elite and 
the traditionalists. The rnushrooni growth 
of English medium schools may have sat¬ 
isfied the growing inclination of parents 
for the English language, but as far as pro¬ 
ficiency and fluency among the learners is 
concernei^, the less said the bettor. The 
uimeccssary conflict that has erupted be¬ 
tween the mother tongue and English, is 
the doing of those who have vested inter¬ 
ests at stake in keeping the issue boiling 
and burning all the time. 

The place of English as a medium of 
instruction at the higher level and in tech¬ 
nical institutions, beyond any doubt, is both 
paramount and paying as far as excellence 
in skill and subject matter is concerned. 
Since the mother tongue lacks in teclinical 
vocabulary and latest strides that are be¬ 


ing made in various branches of specialised 
subjects, the place of English in the cur¬ 
riculum ought to be both visible and vi¬ 
brant. In a highly competitve world that 
we arc confronting at every step, mere 
knowledge of mother tongue may not 
equip us with the wherewithal that is 
needed to survive. But to impose a lan¬ 
guage other than the mother tongue among 
the pre and post-school age children is to 
create aversion and unnatural milieu, 
which can harm their childhood psyche 
and force them to drop out. The best course 
to motivate children to remain on the rolls 
is to teach them in their mother tongue 
and once they find themselves at home in 
schools, teaching of English as an addi¬ 
tional language can be introduced. .-Ml said 
and done, the place of mother tongue as a 
medium of instruction is as imperative as 
the growth of an infant on the mother's 
milk. 

Malnutrition among children 

Q. Most of the surveys or studies 
point out the fearful phenomenon of 
malnutrition among children in India. 
Since the malady is malignant, it calls 
for immediate steps to cure it. Suggest 
some ways to tackle the problem in a 
practical way. 

Ans. Over the last fifty years, mil¬ 
lions of rupees have undoubtedly been 
spent on cliiltl care in this country. Yet, it 
is not sub-Saharan Africa that is the home 
of the malnutritioncd child but India 
where, according to UNICEE statistics, 53 
per cent of all children are malnourished 
The reasons for malnutrition among In¬ 
dian children are not far to seek. It is a 
multi-sectoral, multi-level problem that 
! involves not just the availability but also 
i adequate mother and child care in terms 
of easy accc.ss to health facilities, safe 
I drinking water, environmental sanitation 
I and, of course, literacy. 

Neither the setting up of the Na¬ 
tional Nutrition Council in 1994, under 
' the chairmanship of the Prime Minister, 
nor the Integrated Child Development 
Scheme launched in 1975, to promote the 
holistic development of the child under 
six years of age, have made any visible 
or vocal difference or improvement in the 


sordid situation. Unfortunately, the pur¬ 
pose of strengthening the capacities of 
the community and of those who care 
has failed to deliver the goods because 
the schemes envisaged have had only 
marginal impact in the area of nutrition 
where it is most wanting and woeful. 
On paper we have aplenty policies and 
programmes, but as far as performance 
is concerned, we have earned enough 
notoriety. The need of the hour is to 
translate into deeds and results what we 
have tried to sell in the form of promises 
and populist pronouncements. 

The most urgent areas of attention 
and immediate action arc 'nutrition, 
health and education' of children, whose 
well-being reflects the health of the so¬ 
ciety and caring outlook of the polity. 
Since the causes of malnutrition of chil¬ 
dren arc many, like exploding popula¬ 
tion, bias against the female child, weak 
and suffering mothers, the remedy calls 
for "care of the mother and rare by the 
mother", besides an effective control 
over population explosion. Ignorance on 
what foods should be taken, is an other 
contributory factor that results in mal¬ 
nutrition among women and children. 

., The implementation of various schemes 
to fight the menace of mninutrilion and 
under-nourishment of children requires 
planning, coordination and moniti'ring 
by high-powered bodies right down to 
the village level 
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Model Paragraphs 



"The man who removes a mountain 
begins by carrying away small 
stones." 

Chinese Proverb 

The glitter and glamour that is all 
pervasive in our day to day life is the 
result of slow and steady struggle that 
human beings have been waging against 
all odds and obstructions since ages. 
Conquest over time and space, that man's 
determination and doggedness has 
achieved, is not the outcome of some 
miracle but an accumulation of steps and 
movements, though small in measure but 
higlily meaningful in context and content. 
It is by doing things in bits and laying the 
foundations brick by brick that the sky¬ 
scrapers of progress and prosperity are 
constructed. In order to move the moun¬ 
tains or tame the rivers to man's advan¬ 
tage, the process of building a new order 
has to start with humble beginnings. 
'Rome was not built in a day' also signi¬ 
fies the point that only patience and 
perseverance hold water m all situations. 
Cnly small, or even insignificant, initia¬ 
tives or actions can promise excellent 
finale. 

"A man's riches are his children, 
their riches are the fruits of their 
actions." 

There are no two opinions of the 
fact that a man's real wealth is his 
children. Since ages, this convicton has 
held its ground so well tha* despite 
man's other precious possessions, his 
children continue to be his perennial 
iiources of pride and pleasure. Since man 
lives by his deeds and sustains himself 
with the harvest of what he sows and 
reaps, he tieeds no other sustenance 
except the substance of actions that 
constitute both physical as well as our 
emotional well-being.'The worthy 


children of a worthy father/man, do not 
need any other certificate or testimonial 
of their legitimate riches, except the 
honest returns of their labour and the 
untainted reward of their sweating. Both 
the man and his children have to work 
hard and in the right direction to earn 
some degree of success. It is very rare 
that one may inherit riches but it is most 
common that we, as children of our 
parents, learn the art of working out our 
way in the maze of this world. Having 
put in the best of our efforts, we look 
forward to collecting the fruits of our 
actions and that is what we claim to be 
our robust riches. 

"Fear is the 'tax' that human 
conscience pays for its guilt." 

If the wages of sin is death, the 
price that a guilty conscience has to pay 
in terms of fears and phantoms that it 
encounters, is equally tortuous and 
traumatic. No one, however shrewd or 
crafty he may be, can escape being 
caught in the web of fear that guilt 
weaves around the conscience. In a fit of 
excitement or selfishness, one may 
indulge in a series of unethical or 
immoral acts, but it does not take long 
for nemesis to overtake and overwhelm 
the guilty man with all its fury and 
ferocity. As normal human beings, we 
are called up to discharge certain duties 
like paying taxes and other dues to the 
State. But, in case of a guilty conscience 
the 'tax or price' that is extracted is too 
painful or poignant to oe described in 
words. The world of fear that a guilty 
conscience has to traverse is full ot 
pitfalls and pot-holes. Despite all 
manipulations and manoeuvres, the 
guilt does not leave the conscience to 
rest and relax. For every crime, the 
criminal has to pay through his nose, 
however hard he may strive to come 


clean. Conscience, like a clean state, if 
sullied or soiled with guilt, no longer 
remains an ideal custodian of a man’s 
well-being, peace and poise. It begins to 
suffer at the hands of fears, which like a 
tolling bell keeps the guilty conscience 
always restless. 

/'^"What does it matter if the cat is 
black or white as long as it catches 
mice." 

Deng Zinofrinj^ 

As long as an object, both animate 
as well as inanimate, is useful according 
to its nature, its colour hardly matters. A 
rose, if it smelfe sweet, is a flower that is 
cherished by one and all, no matter what 
I colour it pos.sesses and what place it 
' chooses to bloom or blosscrm. Similarly, 
if human beings, irrespective of their 
caste, colour or community; observe the 
rules of the game and exhibit their 
natural talents and aptitudes for noble 
ends and pious purposes, they deserve 
to be complimented and suitably re¬ 
warded. F.ach species on this earth is 
born witn a definite role and if it devi¬ 
ates or goes astray as to cause inconve¬ 
nience to others, it becomes a thorn in 
j the flesh and hence deserves to be 
' curbed or even exterminated. As nor¬ 
mal human beings, born and bred 
under normal conditions, we are sup¬ 
posed to play our part on the stage ol 
this world, not as monsters or super- 
I men but as common and harmless 
creatures, performing the role or part 
assigned to us. It is dog's nature to 
bark and bite, besides being the para¬ 
gon of loyalty. But if a human being 
tries to imitate the qualities of a dog, he 
may become a source of spicy news but 
at the cost of his naturalness. There is 
nothing in a name as long as it delivers 
the goods and acquits itself in a digni¬ 
fied manner. 
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QUESTION BOX 


I would like to appear for 
the MCA Entrance exam. What is 
its eligibility? What are the good 
institutes for applying? 

—Anjana Ravi, New Delhi ’ 

There is a great demand for MCA i 

these days. To apply for an MCA 
course, you must have maths upto class 
12. The good institutes for applying 
would be reputed universities such as 
JNU, Panjab University, 

Delhi University and so 

on, as well as Mm 

Engineering Colleges. 

Private institutes also offer either the 
PGDCA (Post Graduate Diploma in 
Computer Applications) or the MCA, which 
are considered equivalent. Among these 
institutes, the IlM-Calcutta is considered 
to be one of the better ones. You will have 
to appear in the MBA Entrance test such as 
CAT and then appear for an additional 
paper on mathematics. For detailed 
information look out for our MCA Career 
feature which will appear shortly. 

I want to do my MBA, but most 
institutes want the marks sheet before July. 
In Lucknow University, we can get it only 
in November/December. What can I do? 

—Shailesli Srhwtava, Lucknow 

Most institutes complete their 
admission process by August. Obviously, 
they would want proof of your graduation 
before that. If your university cannot give 
you the marks sheet before that, there is 
nothing you can do except seek admission 
next year. Ol course, there are certain 
institutes which might admit you 
provisionally—you would have to make 
an appiicatic.i to them. You can also 
appear in the September MAT for 
admission in November. So there are 
several options available to you. Choose 
the one that suits vou best. 


I have an attractive face and a good 
personality. I would like to pursue modelling, 
but only on part-time basis, as I am keen to 
do computers. Are then any such openings? 
Can the Competition Master help? 

—Shilpa Kaul, Sliimla (H.P) 
You can certainly take up part-time 
modelling assignments. Have some of 
your pictures taken and register with a 
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ASK THE MASTER! 


career co-ordinating agency. If there is no 
such agency in your town, you can send 
the pictures to advertising agencies or 
magazines. We keep needing models also 
for our cover stories so you can send us 
your pictures too. 

Does mugging up of short cuts in 
maths help in competitive exams? How 
can I brush up my business GK? 

~S. Sflsflw, Karumathur (Tamil Nadu) 
More than mugging up short-cuts, it 
is practice that counts in competitive 
exams. If you have learnt by heart, tables, 
squares and decimals, you will find your 
speed increasing by itself. Rather than 
waste time learning the short-cuts, get 
your basics absolutely clear. Otherwise/* 
you may end up knowing a lot of 
techniques but similar questions may just 
not be asked in the examl 

For business GK, your best bet is The 
C oMi’tTiTiON Master. For a revision, both 
of maths and business GK, please refer to 
our book on MBA preparation, which will 
be very helpful for you. 

How can I get into Merchant Navy? 

—Sasmita Samal, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 
There are two ways to get into 
merchant navy. The first is to do a course 
in Marine Engineering, You would have 
to clear IIT-JEE for that. Secondly, you 


Apart from the institute 
which appear on the national 
rankings, it is difficult to 
comment on individual^ 
00llk‘ institutes. Your confusion is, thus, 
understandable. You can try and 
meet ex-students to know what 
reputation the institute has. Or you 
1 ^ could assess yourself on the basis 
of faculty and facilities that they 
have. Find out whether 
IT^iry ^ students were able to 

^ understand this is a 
long process but in the absence of any 
criteria, this is all we can suggest. Make it 
a point to meet students when you go for 
interviews. If you cannot talk freely with 
them, the institute is probably worth 
avoiding. 

Please suggest some book which 
gives background material on UN, NAM, 
Commonwealth etc. 

—Ankit Gupta, Allahabad (U.P.) 
You can refer to "Current Affairs and 
Backgrounders" published by Khanna 
Brothers, which gives background 
material on a lot of i.ssues. 

I 

1 want to be an astro-physicist. Hov<i 
should I proceed? 

—Abhijit Rakshi, Bahirj^fmt (W.B.) 
Take up the science stream and after 
graduation, look for Institiiles in 
astrophysics. You can apply to Indian 
Institute of Science or Institute of 
Astrophysics and seek admission to one 
of their courses. This would be a way to 
become an astro-physicist. 

I have completed my graduation 
with psychology. How can I become a 
clinical psychologist? 

—Archana Dwivedi, Lucknow (U.P.) 
The patli chosen by you is quite clear. 
You have to do MA in Psychology and 


could train as a deck cadet and apply for i specialise in clinical psychology. Get 


shipping jobs. Of course, you would have 
science subjects in class 12. 

There are so many institutes in MAT 
and GET that I am confused about where 
to apply. Can you help? 

—Shazia Khan, Varanasi (U.P.) 


attached to a hospital for training. By 
doing this you can become a clinical 
psychologist. You may also i^er to our 
career feature in CoMPBTfnoN Master, 
March 98 issue tor further detiiils. 

I want to know about various 



opdonals in the Civil Service examination. How should one 
choose subjects? 

—Tajinder Singh, Abahar (Punjab) 

The list of the subjects together with admissible combinations 
ave been described in our feature. "Civil Services Exam Ready 
Reckoner" in our January 98 issue. Once you go through it, many 
of your doubts will be resolved. Choose subjects according to 
your aptitude or liking so that you have to labour less. Talk to * 
some successful candidates to help make up your mind. 

I want to appear in R-M AT and CET. You have given details 
on CAT but not on these. What is the format of these exams? 

—Shilpa Mehta, Udaipur (Rajasthan) 

Most management entrance tests have a similar format. There 
are 5-6 sections, consisting of Maths, Reasoning, English Usage, 
Comprehension, GK, Business G.K. The level of questions asked 
is class 10, though some of them are tiicky. The paper is objective 
type and 2-2^ hours long. A merit list is made consisting of highest 
scores and a cut-off percentage is usually 60-70%. Thereafter, you 
have to appear in group discussion and interview. 

What is GATE? What are its basic requirements? 

—Ravi Shankar jaiswal, Obra (U.P.) 

GATE is the Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering. It is 
conducted lor admission to post-graduate courses with 
scholarship/assistantship in Engineering Technology, 
Architecture, Pharmacy. It is to be held in February 14,1999. 

Its eligibility is Bachelor's degree in Engineering, Technology, 
Architecture, Pharmacy or Masters degree in Science, 
Mathematics, Statistics, Computer Application or professional 
qualification like AMIE 

What is a proxy vote? How is voting done in this process? 

—Amit Kumar, Bhagalpur (Bihar) 

When a jjerson cannot vote himself, he authorises 
someone else to vote on his behalf. The person who is 
authorised votes like the others and is said to stand as proxy 
for someone else. 

I am a student of class 10 and want to join the Navy. Please tell 
me about different branches of the Navy and how I can join it 
—Meenakshi Singh, Saharanpiir (U.P.) 

There are several ways you can enter the Navy. In some 
branchesj women can apply too. These are short service 
commission in law, logistics. Air Traffic Control (ATC) and 
Education. You have to get a basic qualification and then apply 
for these branches. You can get more information in our issue on 
Defence Services published in May 98. You may also write to 
DDMPR (RtR) Naval HQ, Sena Bhawan, New Delhi-110 Oil. 
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We arc grateful to Sri Sumit Sarkar of Calcutta for sending these- 
questions set in a West Bengal Sendee Commission Examination recently. 

1. Article 1 of the Constitution of India describes India as a: 

(a) Federation (b) Union of States 

(c) Unitary State (d) Confederation 

2. India became a Republic on the; 

(fl) 9th December, 1946 (f>) 15th August, 1947 

(c) 26th November, 1949 (d) 26lh January, 1950 

3. India is a secular State because: 

(a) India has many religions 

(b) Indian Constitution provides for an attitude of impar¬ 
tiality towards all religions 

(c) The preamble to the Constitution declares India to be 
secular 

(d) Religion is left outside the Constitution 

4. The Constituent Assembly of India was constituted un¬ 
der the provisions of the: 

(a) Mountbatten Plan (b) Cabinet Mission Plan 

(c) Indian Independence Act, 1947 

(d) Wavel Plan 

5. The Fundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution are 
stated in: 

(fl) Part II (b) Part III (c) Part IV (d) Part VI 

6. In the Indian Constitution the Direciive Principles of State 
Policy arc enshrined in: 

(fl) PartII (b) Partin (c) PartIV (d) PartVI 

7. A money bill when sent to Rajya Sabha must be returned 
within- 

(fl) 14 days (h) 15 days (c) 30 days (d) 60 days 

8. The judges of the Supreme Court of India retire at: 

(fl) 58 years (fc) 60 years (c) 62 years (d) 65 years 

9. Which one of tlie following Directive Principles has been 
implemented in full almost all over India? 

(fl) ei.|ual pay for both men and women 

(b) free and compulsory education 

(c) establishment of Cram Panchayat 
id) unemployment relief 

10. Under the Constitution of India the only authority for 
pardoning a sentence of death is the: 

(fl) Chief Justice of Supreme Court 

(h) Prime Minister (c) Presi lent 

(d) Covernor of the concerned State 

11. Who among the following is NOT appointed by the Presi¬ 
dent of India? 

(fl) an Ambassador {b) the Vice-President 
(c) the Prime Minister (d) The Chief Justice of India 

12. The election to the President of India is in accordance 
with the system of proportional representation by means of a: 
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, (fl) single transferable vote 

(b) single non-transferable vote 

(c) cumulative vote (d) list system of voting 

13. The person who maintains liaison between the President 
and Parliament is the: 

(fl) Prime Minister (b) Vice-President 

(c) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

(d) Minister for Parliamentary Affairs 

14. The Saka era was founded in; 

(fl) 58 B.C. (b) 78 B.C. (c) 78 A.D. (d) 58 A.D. 

15. 'Tripitakas' are the sacred books of the: 

(fl) Jains (6) Buddhists (c) Hindus (d) Ajivikas 

16. Chauth was a tax levied by: 

(a) TheRohillas (h) The English 

(c) Nadir Shah (d) The Marathas 

17. Gandhi called off the non-cooperation movement after 
violent incident at: 

(fl) ChauriChaura (b) Champaran 

(c) Bardoli (d) Calcutta 

18. Which State in India has the largest area under forests? 

(fl) Arunachal Pradesh (b) Assam 

(f) Karnataka (d) Madhya Pradesh 

19. 'The God of Small Things' is written by: 

(fl) Upamanyu Chatterjee (b) BikramSeth 

(c) Arumfiiati Roy (d) Bharati Mukherjee 

20. Who painted 'Mona Lisa'? 

(a) l,eonardo da Vinci (b) Michel Angelo 

(c) Pablo Picasso (d) Vincent Van Gogh 

21. 'Gora' is a character in a novel written by: 

(a) Bankim Ch. Chattopadhyay 

(b) Rabindranath lagore 

(f) Sarat Ch. Chattopadhyay (d) PremChaud 
What is the length of a cricket pitch? 

'^(fl) 20.12 metres (b) 22 metres 

(c) 20.22 metres (d) 22.12 metres 

23. What is the duration of an international football match? 
(fl) 60 minutes (b) 90 minutes 

(c) 80 minutes (d) 75 minutes 

24- The term "Penalty corner" is associated with; 

(fl) Football (b) Rugby (c) Handball (d) Hockey 
25. Which Film personality has been won the Bharat Rotna award? 
(a) Dada Saheb Phalkc (b) V. Shantaram 

(c) Satyajit Ray (d) Raj Kapoor 

^^6. Who directed the all time famous movie called "Mother 
India"? 

(fl) Yash Chopra (b) Ramesh Sippy 

(c) Mehboob Khan (d) Prithvi Raj Kapoor 

27. In the British General Election of 1997 the party which 




came into power is: 

(a) liberal Democrat (ft) Labour 

(c) Conservative (d) Republican 

28. Which one of the following is not a direct tax? 

(a) Wealth Tax (ft) Professional Tax 

(c) Income Tax (d) Sales lax 

29. OnS is a brand name tor: 

(a) Baby food i 'ft) Race cars 

(c) Cellular phones I 'i Lifts and elevators 

30. Jain Commission was set up' 'nvestigation into: 

(a) Rajiv Gandhi assassination t OC scam 

(c) Mumbai Bomb disaster (d) i .Alder scam 

31. Anew political party ha.s been launched recently which 
is known as "Lok Shakti". Who has launched the same? 

(a) BhriguFukon (ft) I^loo Prasad Yadav 

(c) Jagadambika Pal (d) Ramkrishna Hegde 

32. Dr Amartya Sen who was in the news recently for being 
chosen as Master of Trinity College is basically a: 

(a) Economist (ft) Scientist 

(r) Medical DtKlor (d) Journalist 

33. Asian Games 1951 was held at: 

(a) Manila (ft) New Delhi (r) Bangkok (d) Seoul 

34. The last Commonwealth Games was held at: 

{a) Victoria, Canada (ft) Auckland, New Zealand 

(c) Edinburgh, U.K. (d) Brisbane, Australia 

35. Regatta is a term associated witli: 

(a) Shooting (ft) Rowing (c) Tennis (d) Boxing 
3(). The Women's Singles title in the 59th National Table Ten¬ 
nis Championship held at Jammu has been won by: 

(fl) MantuC'.hosh (ft) Kasturi Chakraborty 

(c) Mantu Das (d) M.S. Mythilis 

37. The World Cup Hockey 1994 was won by: 

(a) Holland (ft) India (c) I’akistan (if) Australia 

38. 'Jules Rimct Trophy' is associated with: 

(rt) Football (ft) Teiuiis (c) Table Tennis (d) Golf 

39. The Olympic Flame was ceremonially lighted at the sta¬ 
dium for the first time at Amsterdam Games in: 

(fl) 1896 (ft) 1900 (c) 1904 (d) 1928 

40. DCM Trophy 1997 was won by: 

{a) T.hA. (ft) MohunBagan 

(c) F.C. Cochin (d) Air India 

41. The Man of the Match at the Independence Cup Cricket 
1997 held in Calcutta was: 

(fl) S.Jayasuria (ft) Arvind D'Silva 

(c) A. Ranatunga (d) R. Mahanama 

42. India bagged her First-ever Gold medal in Tennis jn: 

(a) Commonwealth Games (ft) Asian Games 

(c) Olympic (d) SAF Games 

43. Anatoly Karpov is associated with: 

(a) Shooting (ft) Chess (c) Athletics (d) Football 

44. Hariprasad Chowrasia is associated with which of the 
following instruments; 

(o) Violin (ft) Sitar (c) Flute (d) None of these 

45. Tchaikovsky is associated with the creation of: 

(d) Swan Lake (ft) Saint John's passion 


i OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


(c) Choral symphon (d) None ot the above 

46. Tansen sang in tlic court of: 

{a) Asoka (ft) Chandra Gupta Maurya 

(c) Akbar (d) lipu Sultan 

47. Who wrote the song—Sarc jaJianse Achha? 

(a) Gdlib (ft) Ic|hal 

(c) KaifiAzmi (d) Sahir Ludhianvi 

48. Epic Theatre is a concept associated with the name of; 

(a) Bertolt Brecht (ft) Arthur Miller 

(c) Harold Pinter (d) Engene lA)nesco 

49. ‘Natya Shastra' is associated with the name of; 

(a) Bashistha (ft) Kapil (c) Bharata (d) Kaiidas 

50. Sophocles is principally regarded for his contributions in: 

(a) Tragedy (ft) Street Theatre 

(c) Mime (d) None of tliese 

51. Lhigi Pirandello, the dramatist, was; 

(a) Danish (ft) Ntirwegian (c) Spanish (d) None ot these 

52. Kathakali is a dance form having its nxrts in; 

(a) Bihar (ft) Punjab (c) Rajasthan (d) Kerala 

53. Kabuki, as an art form, originated from: 

(a) Korea (ft) Japan (c) China (d) Vietnam 

54. In 'Jhanak Jhanak Payal Baje', a noted dancer gave a 
superb performance whose name was; 

(a) Uday Shankar (ft) BirjuMaharaj 

(c) Gopi Krishna (d) None of the above 

55. Who is the author of Aindi novel Codan? 

(a) Krishen Chander (ft) Gulzar 

(c) Prem Chand (d) Bhagawaticharan Verma 

56. Mirza (ihalib is well-known for his: 

(a) Dastans (ft) Religious tracts 

(c) Ghazals (d) Plays 

.57. Buddhacharita is written by; 

(a) Asvaghosa (ft) Kalidasa 

(f) Bhasn (d) Visakhadatta 

58. Mailn Anchal is written by: 

(a) Satinath Bhailun (ft) Phaniswarnath'Renu' 

(c) Rajcnder Singh Bedi (d) Vijaydan Dethn 
.59. Goet Govindam is written by; 

(r) Vidyapati (ft) Meerabai (r) Chandidasa (d) jayadeva 
60. Silnpadikariin is written in: 

(a) Malayal.im (ft) lamil (c) Kannada (d) lelugu 
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42. (ft) 

4.3. (ft) 

44. (i) 

45. (c) 

46 

(0 

47. 

(ft) 

48. (a) 

49. (c) 

50. (a) 







SI. (d) He is Itiilian Nobel Prize winner in jW. 


52. (d) 

53. (ft) 

54. (c) 

55. 

(c) 

56 

(c) 

57. (a) 

58. (c) 

59. (d) 

60. (ft) 
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OBJECTIVE- 


QUESTIONS 


Spotting Errors (1-10) 

Rciid the foUowin;^ sentences ctireftilhf niui 
find out the error, if any, in ony one port of 
each sentence. If you don't find any error, your 
nnsioer xoill Iv (c). 

1. Kstablislu'd(fl) as (ine of England's 
greatest genius(/.’) it is hardly surj risingfe) 
that he sliould attract the attention of film 
makers.(d) No error.((’) 

2. His portrayal of rustic li fe and coun¬ 
try pcople(r7) arc second to nonc(/') and 
several of his novels have already(i ) 
reached the big scrccn.fi/) No crrcrr.((’), 

3. Her grouse againsl((/) the adminis¬ 
tration is(&) that its actions have not(c) 
matched into its vvords.fi/) No errorfe) 

4. 1 like mushrooms((i) but 
iinfortiinately(l>) they do notfr) agree about 
me.fr/j No erroi.fc) 

5 No sooner were the polls 
announcedfn) than the government worked 
out(/)) a miilti-crores packagefc) for the 
flood affected areas.(d) No error.fe) 

6. She told the meeling(n) that a num¬ 
ber of welfare* schemesfb) which arc already 
in opera tionfc) could be extended to co\ er 
child workers.fd) No error (c) 

In West Champaran(ii) one comes 
across a * ystem(l)) of fi'ar where nothingfe) 
is never forgotten or forgivon.((f) No 
error.U’) 

H Little I thought as a child(i7) that 
year later I would discover(&) a Jane Eyn* 
who may wellfc) have been the novel's 
namesake.ft/) No error.fe) 

'i. The new planet is(ii) the latesr in a 
series of bodies(f») found m the orbit of 
stars(e) outside of the solar system (d) No 
error(e) 

10. Despite of its failiiigsfn) the entire 
Indian industryf/i) will not collapse before 
the onslaught(c) of the multinationals in 
the next few years.fd) No error.fe) 

Improving Sentences (11-15) 

Rend the followin;; sentences i arcfully and 


find out if there is any scope to improve \ 
the underlined part of each sentence. If i 
you find/feel that no improvement is re- 1 
ijtiircd, the ansioer will he (d). i 

11. The artist continues to work in the ■ 
mediu m he imderstands best, breathing his ! 
innate individuality and vitalit)' into newer : 
forms. 

(a) within the mc'dium 

(li) with the medium 

(f) without the medium i 

((/) No improvement required I 

12. This is the very first criminal case 
in which the suspect's name has figured ! 
and no one is quiet ready to hazard a guess. \ 

(a) is quite ready to hazard \ 

(/>) is quitely ready to hazard | 

(f) is quietly ready to hazard 1 

(d) No improvement required 

13. And when wo saw that they were 
about to start building the coffer dam, we 

done. 

(a) is to be done 
(fi) will be done 
(c) had to be done 
id) No improvement 

14. It docs not augur well at all for the 
country and for what passes as its civil 
society that legitimate public action has 
been stilled in this manner. 

(«). into what passes as 
ib) for which passes as 

(c) for a much passes as 

(d) No impaivemcnt required 

15. When I opened the gate to enter, 
you were busy weaving the basket ard 

1 humming as you bent to vour work. You 
‘ didn't see me. Di d yo u? 

(a) Isn't it? 
fli) Didn't you? 

! (c) Did you see me? 

I ((/) No improvement required 

i 

t 

j Synonyms (16-20) 

I In the follaiving sentences, for each un- 
j derlincd word, four choices areghvn. You are 


required to choose the correct one and that will 
k' your ansteer. 

16. This time, however, he summoned 
courage to face the irate crowd 

(a) foolish (6) friendly 

(c) cowardly (d) angry 

17. His irenetic travel seems driven by 
a desire to learn more and do more for the 
jawan. 

(ii) excited 
(fi) interesting 
(f) profitable 

(d) business-like 

18 The gods and science arc in a holy 
alliance. 

(a) marriage (fi) association 
(c) friendship (d) conspiracy 

19. Kcsumably they w'ill be made 
scapegoats if something goes wrong. 

(a) heroes (f») villains 

(f) deserters (d) victims 

20 To call them outdated would be to 
insult the calendar. 

(a) ridiculous 
ib) irrelevant 

(c) old-tashioned 

(d) inapplicable 

Antonyms (21-25) 

In Ihefollou inf^senlemes, /or each under¬ 
lined wiird, four Kurds opposite in meanniK aw 
f/iven. )du arc required to choose the i:vrd Ihiil 
is closest to the opposite in meaiiin'^ of the un¬ 
derlined uvrd. 

21. Since the implications are so seri¬ 
ous, experts arc rightly cautious 

(a) cvasi\'e (b) proud 
fc) blind (d) careless 

22. The author emplovf a detached 
attitude when narrating the experiences of 
the Passi family. 

(a) interested ((’) friendly 

(c) partisan id) biased 

I 23. He is anxious to explain why he 
I has given the film a contemporary and 
i dramatic edge. 

I (u) unholy (b) unconcerned 
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(r) unpopulfir (cl) passive 

24. The sJiow will rellect on society 
through real stories of real people. 

(a) steal (l>) corrupt 
(c) conceal (il) deflect 

25. The police feel criminals arc being 
hired by rival operators to scare off com¬ 
petitors. 

(ii) punishtid (1?) wounded 

(c) fired (il) injiiri‘d 

Comprehension (26-35) 

Kcnif Ihcfolhmnnn puasaifes cnrcfiilly and 
chnosi’ the ansims most apprapriale to the ques¬ 
tions given Mow each passage l or rae/i ques¬ 
tion four options are given 

I 

The true test of a fair intelligence lies 
, in the understanding of oneself True kninvl- 
' edge lies in one's own conscience, which is 
the voice of the soul, and is regarded as 
being the non-material or spiritual part of 
the person. Though having no physical or 
material reality, it is credited with the func¬ 
tions of thinking and feeling and hence, 
determining all behaviour. Yet, self-seek¬ 
ers believe that science and technology can 
explain all phenomena and that then' is no 
spiritual creation, value, control or signifi¬ 
cance. They forget that our universe too 
consists of two different aspects, the physi¬ 
cal or material and the spiritual or meta¬ 
physical. All individual departments of life 
and ev en all branchi*s of learning have their 
riHits in morality 

26. Where does true knowledge lie ’ 
(a) in one's conscienci- 

;|)) in one's intelligence 
(<) in ('lie's understanding 
((f) in (' - 's intellect 

27 1 low would you describe the con¬ 
science’ 

(a) the watchman of our actions 
(/', the voice of our soul 
(f) the intellectual part of our per¬ 
sonality 

((f) the voice and wisdom of our 
judgement 

28 What is the function ot conscience 
in our life? 

(a) It guides our actions 
(fi) It moulds our mind 

(c) It determines our behaviour 

(d) It functions as our thought and 
feeling 

29. Why are self-seekers wrong? 


4t0 DECEMBER 98 COMPETITION MASTER 



(a) because for them science and 
technology is the end of life 
(h) because they consider science 
and technology superior to spiri¬ 
tualism 

(c) because they consider science j 

and technology can explain all j 

; phenomena ; 

(d) because for them there is no | 

I spiritual creation, value, control | 

I or significance j 

j .30. One of the following statements is | 

I correct; i 

I (a) Departments of life and branches ! 

of learning are rooted in morality. ' 

I (^) All learning, knowledge and 
I spirituality is the result of one's 

efforts. 

j (c) Science and technology is above 
I all morality. 

! (d) The roots of morality'can be found 

I in science and technology only, j 

i “ i 

j I thought to myself; Here is a famous | 

! pi'rson who has held so many important ; 
i positions dll over the world and yet there is \ 

! no sign of fatigue and he is still dreaming of i 
; new things He hardly looks hLs 'sixty-plus' | 

; age with his youthful looks. How strange it | 

I is that being much younger, 1 have no such 
i energy or dream? Thf;n I rationalised, 'In- 
j deed, such people are special, as they are 
I meant to do gri*at things and they get i 
j energistxl by problems much more than I 
! people like me. They tliink out quick solii- i 
, tions and jump into the arena of action.' I 
.31. How does the famous person look’ : 
(a) old in young age | 

II’) voung in old age | 

(r) expert and experienced | 

((/) private and privileged I 

32. What is special about the famous ■ 
person? 

(a) He looks tired. 

(fc) He has held many important 
i ■ positions at home. 

(c) He has held many important 
position abroad. 

j (ch He is full of desires and dreams, 

i 33. How docs the speaker feel vis-a- 
'■ vis the famous person? 

I (a) a bit depayssed 

(fi) lacking in energy and vision 
(c) much inferior in outlook 
! (tf) young in age but wanting in 
' energy and dream 


34. For some special persons problems 
mean: 

(fl) more energy '' 

{b) more tension 
(r) more struggle 
(tf) more rewards and awards 
.35. The speaker is in a,.... 

(а) regretful mood 
(f>) angry mtxid 

(c) jealous mood 

(d) thoughtful mtxid 

Idioms/Fhrases (36-40) 

Read the following suitences carcfiilhi 
and elioose the meaning of the underlined 
phrase/idiom from the four choices given be¬ 
low each sentence. 

36. I am tired of being used as the 
whipping-boy for all the mistakes that are 
made in the office. 

(fl) prisoner (b) accuscti 

(f) guilty ((/) scapegoat 

37. The critic was in no mood to raise 
the hackles of his lishniers by making un¬ 
palatable remarks 

(fl) to make somebodv angry 
(fi) to raise any controversy 
(c) to become popular 
(if) to instigate somebody 

38. Some persons are always ready 
to cock a smook at their superiors 

(n) to show favour 

(б) to show obeisance (obedi¬ 
ence) 

(f) to show defiance 
((/) to suppress one's anger 

39. All his efforts to exploit the cur¬ 
rent political situation to his advantage 
have come in cropper. 

(ri) succeeded (h) ignored 
(f) forgiven (d) f.iili'd 

40. He mad e a clean breast ol hi-, 
crime to the police. 

(a) made a quick denial 
(/») made a full confession 
(c) tried to mislead 
((f) began to cry 

Filling in the blanks (41-50) 

In the following passage some spot s/spaces 
have been left blank. Read the passage carefiillp 
and fill in the blanks with the most suitable 
mrd. For each blank space, three options are 
given 

It is no more easy to_ 

41. (a) think 
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. (b) believe 
(c) conceive 

in any single mode of liberation, for 
the_ 

42. (fl)gone-by 

(b) passing 

(c) past 

century has seen the failure of all ideo- 
logifal 

43. (fl) gods 

(b) thinkers 

(c) rulers 

who first gave man the promise of_ 

44. (h) liberation 

(b) justice 
(f) equality 

but finally landed him in concentration 
camps of various_. 

45. (a) shapes 

(b) forms 

(c) shades 

The history of writing in the twentieth 
century has also been a history of___. 


46. (a) sacrifice 
(b) suffering 
(r) martyrdom 

This does not however mean a loss of hope, 
only we should_ 

47. (fl) lean 

(b) learn 

(c) rise 

to suspect all forms of fundamentalism, 
keep our_ 

48. (fl) options 

(b) choices 

(c) selections 

free and have the courage to dream of a 
free, poiycentric and at the same 
time 

49. (fl) humane 

(b) sympathetic 
(r) egalitarian 

society drat will not be_ 


by any single belief or ideology. 


50. (fl) distinguished 

(b) known 

(c) bound 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 
11 . 
15. 
19. 
23. 
27. 
31. 
35. 
39, 
43. 
47. 


ANSWERS _ 

(b) "as one of England's greatest 
geniuses.' 

(b) 'is second to none'. 

(d) 'matched its words'. 

(d) 'agree with me'. 

(f) 'a multi-crore pacLige'. 

(c) 'which wen* already in operation'. 

(d) 'is ever forgotten or forgiven'. 

(fl) 'Little did 1 think as a child'. 

(c) No error 

(fl) 'Despite its failings". 

(b) 12. (fl) 13. (c) 14. (d) 

id) 16. (d) 17. (fl) 18. (b) 

20. (c) 21. (d) 

24. (f) 25. (<■) 

28. (r) 29. (d) 

32. (c) 33 (d) 


(d) 

(b) 

(h) 

(b) 

(d) 


36. (d) 37. (fl) 


(d) 40. (b) 

(«) 

(b) 


41. (b) 


44. (fl) 45. (c) 
48. (fl) 49. (f) 


22. (fl) 
26. (fl) 

30. (fl) 
34. (fl) 
38. (c) 
42. (b) 
46. (c) 
50. (r) 
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Quamnadve Apdiiiile 

West Bengal Public Service Commission Clerkship Examination, Nov. 23,1997 


Qimtionf 1-40 iiwre puhlisht'd in November issue. Hiilanre ques¬ 
tions alonKU'ilh answers arc j^ivcn belcme. 

41. Tht'sumofall multiples of 11 lying between 51 and 100 is: 

(a) 341 (b) 363 (c) 385 (d) 407 

42. The average of 5 consecutive integers is 45. The giealest 
of them is: 

(a) 4^J (b) 48 (r) 47 (d) 46 

43 If A : B = U C = C ; 1) = 3 : 5 and A= 27. Then I) iS: 

(a) 45 (h) 60 (c) 75 (d) 125 

44. The sum of the squares ot two numbers is 306 and the 
ratio of the numbers is 3 : 5. The greater of the numbers is. 

(fl) 10 (b) 15 (c) 20 (d) 25 

45. One of the following numbers is a perfect square: 
(a) 436787, (b) .368143, (c) 46.3761, (tl) .374635 The correct answer is: 

(rt) (rt) (h)/V/ (<■) (0 (^1) 

46 The number 0!vr652 is divisible by 11 llie missing digit 

(a) 5 (b) 4 <<^3 (d) 2 

47. Cine of the following numbers is gn-ater than ^ and less 

than 2 : bO - (h) (“ 7 ' (c) 7 "^ (d) . The correct answer is: 

(a) (a) (b) (b) (f) (c) (d) (d) 

48. When 6 t)"''<i ot a number is added to 60 the result is the 
number itseli. The number is. 

(a) 80 (h) 120 fc) 140 ii/) 15() 

40 . The length ol a rc-ctangular plot is 3 limes its breadth. 
The area ot the plot is 507 sq m. The perimeter of the plot is- 
(a) 104 m ((’) 120 m 

(c) '36 m (d) 144 m 

50 III a 10 innings game a i rickeler scores an average ot 4^1 
runs in his first M innings 1 le likes to make an average ot 50 runs 
in 10 innings l ie should score in the last innings: 

(a) 51 runs (/') 55 runs 

(c) 50 runs (d) 60 runs 

51. Aand H can run 200 metres in ..1 secs and 25 secs respec- 
tivelv. Thev start togetlu-r a 8 (K) m nice. When A finishes it B is 
behind I’v 

(a) 00 m (/>) KKI m 

(c) 120 m (d) 128 m 

52. A sum of money amounts to Ks 805 in 5 years and Rs 952 
in 12 years at the same rate of interest. The rate of mterest is: 

(a) 3':o (h) 5"<i (c) 6 ''-;, (d) 8 ‘:;. 

. 5 . 3 . The C'l.C'.M of two numbers is 12 and their sum is 120. 
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The number of such pairs of numbers is: 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

54. A container full of oil weighs 32 kg and when half-full it 
weighs 20 kg. The weight of the container is: 

(a) 10 kg (h) 12 kg (c) 8 kg (if) 6 kg 

55. Tour years ago, the father was three times as old as the 
son. The sum of their present ages is 72 years. The present age of 
the father is: 

(a) 64 years ( 6 ) 55 years 

(c) ,56 years (if) 52 years 

56. A can do a piece of work in 20 days and B ran do it in 
30 days. They worked together for lOdaysand thenA left. B alone 
finishiH.! the remaining work Ihe total number ot days required 
to complete the work is: 

(a) 12 days (b) 18 days 

(c) 16 days (ii) 15 days 

,57. The difference ot two numbeis is one-third of their sum. 
If the greater of the numbers be 32, th'’ other is. 

(a) 20 (()) 24 (c) 12 Id) 16 

.58. A and B put in Rs 3000 and Ks 4000 respectively into a 
business and after one year earned a total profit of Rs 2800. A re¬ 
invested his share into the business but B did not. The second 
year's jirofit will be shared by A and B in the ratio- 
fa) 15 -. 16 (b) 5:6 

(c) 21 20 (if) 6 : 5 

.39. A tap can till a Ic'nk in 16 minutes and another can 

empty it in 12 minutes. When the tank is already f ill both the 

taps are opened together Tht- tank will be complete!'' empty in- 
fii) 20 minutes (b) 32 minutes 

(c) 24 minutes (if) 16 minutes 

60 I he dilfereiice of the squares of two consecutive positive 
integers is 75. The greater of the.se is 

(a) 35 (b) 36 (f) 37 (d) ,38 

61. 1.1 + 1.01 -I- 1.001 -s 1.0001 - 

(at 1.1114 (b) 1.1111 

(c) 4.0111 (d) 4.1111 

62. The least possible differeni e between two unequal num¬ 
bers of which one is a multiple ol 35 and the other is a multiple 
ot 25 is: 

(a) 10 (b) 5 (c) 15 (d) 20 

6.3. A basket of mangoes were purchased @ Ks 25.00 per 
dozen and sold @ Rs 2.50 each and there by a total profit of Rs 
30.00 was made. The total number ol mangoes was: 

(a) 80 (b) 60 (c) 64 (d) 72 
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64. A man saves every month 8% ot his income and after 
two years he will be able to save Rs 8640. The monthly income of 
the man is- 

(fl) Rs 3600 (h) Ks 4000 

(c) Rs 4200 (if) Rs 4500 

65. (.2)'+ (.02)-+ (.002)=+ (0002)- = 

(rt) .4444 (b) .44444444 

(c) .00004444 (d) .04040404 

66. The charge of sending telegram for the first 15 words is Rs 
10.00 and the charge for each additional word is paise 40. The 
total charge of sending a telegram is Rs 40.00. The number of 
words in the telegram is: 

(р) 75 (b) 80 (c) 90 (d) 100 

67. The least possible number which must be added to 10500 
to naake it a perfect square is: 

{a) 49 (I;) 69 (c) 89 (d) 109 

68. The average age of the father and four sons is 14 years 
and the average age of the mother and those four sons is 12 years. 
The age of the mother is 35. The age of the father is: 

(fl) 45 (b) 50 (c) 48 (d) 52 

69. A man's property is divided among his wife, one son 
and one daughter The wife gets twice as much as the .son gets and 
tlrrice as much as the daughter gets. The daughter's share is Rs 
1600. The amount of the property is- 

(fl) Rs SOOO (1)) Rs 7200 

(с) Rs.SSOl) (d) Rs%00 

70 In a class 58'){- of the students are hoys and the number 
of hoys exceeds the number of girls hv 21, Ilie number of students 
in the class is: 

(a) 160 (b) )6I) (c) 175 (d) 180 

71 Bv selling 20 books. <i bookseller gamed the selling price 
of 4 books as profit. His gain per rent is: 

(fl) 20% (6) 2.5‘'.« (c) 12";. (d) 30"/« 

72. A fruit-seller loses lO";. by selling oranges at 26 for Rs 5. 
The number of oranges he should sell for a rupee to gain 17% is: 
(fl) 5 (!') 6 (c) 3 (d) 4 

73 \ shopkeeper bought locks at the rate o( 8 locks tor Rs 
34 and sold them at the rate t'f 12 locks foi Rs 57. The number ol 
locks he should sell to earn a profit of Rs 45 is: 

(fl) 91) (/>) 80 (r) 70 (d) 65 

74. The value of 7().0I % x 0.5= is 

(fl) 0 35 (li) 0.00.302 

(f) 0.035 (d) 0305 

75. when .expressed as a decimal is- 


(fl) 1.375 
(c) 1.372 


(/>) 0.1375 
Id) ].,395 


76. A student was asked to find ^ th ot a number. He found 

7 

th of the number by mistake and his answer was 350 less than 

the correct answer. The number is: 

(fl) 840 (b) 720 (c) 600 (./) 580 




77. Instead of multiplying a number by 0.72, a student mul¬ 
tiplied it by 7.2. His answer was 2592 more than the correct an¬ 
swer The number is 

(fl) 550 (/-) 600 (c) 400 (d) 480 


78. 


- 


s4 _4 1 
6 2 _ 

o 7 ' when simplified is: 
"lO 


(fl) (/i) b 


(c) 


t,7_ 

27 


(d) 


llJ- 


79. A certain sum was divided between A and B in the ratio 
8 :11. If B received Rs 72 more tlian A, then the share of A is: 

(fl) Rs 264 (b) Rs 200 

(f) Rs 168 (d) Rs 192 

SO. When A finished a 100 m race B was still 4 m behind the 
finishing line. The ratio of their speed is: 

(fl) 25 : 24 (b) 25 : 16 

(r) 25 : 9 (d) 25.22 

81. Tea costing Rs 25 a kg is mixed with tea costing Rs 30 a 
kg in the ratio of 3 :1. The cost of 14 kg of the mixture is: 

(fl) Rs 350.50 (b) Rs 367 50 

(c) Rs .300.50 (d) Rs 390.50 

82. The thial proportional to 2 and 10 is- 

(n) 20 (b) 100 (c) 40 (d) 50 

83. 1 bought four baskets pf mangoes; the tirst contained 
246; second 319, the thiid 19 more than the second, and the fourth 
a"; many as the first and second togell-ier, the number ol mangoes 
I bought is. 

(fl) 1478 (M 1458 

(i) 1468 (d) 1472 

84. The least number which must be added to the greatest 
number of 5 digits in order that the sum may be exactly divisible 
by 327 is: 

(li) 63 (b) 69 (<■) 9 (d) 7 

85. A man, after selling oranges to tluee purchasers, found 
that he had a rupee wortf left; if he had sold 5 more oranges to 
each purchaser he would have only 3 left. The rate per rupee at 
which he sold the oranges is: 

(fl) 15 per rupee (b) 20perrupe.‘ 

(c) 27 per rupee (d) 18 per rupee 

86. A man engaged 260 labourers for excavating a l<.Mk at Rs 
4 and Rs 3 dailv tor each male and each female labourer respec¬ 
tively The number ot female labourer'., if he spends R-- 4()0 as 
daily wages, iS' 

uD 150 (b) 140 

(c) 120 (d) 1,30 

87. A man spends in 4 months as much as he earns in 3 
months. The amount he saves out of an annual income of Rs 
2750.80 is: 

(fl) Rs 687.70 (b) Rs 600 

(c) Rs 580.60 (d) Rs 625.20 

88. 8 women can weave 100 baskc'ts in 10 days working 10 
h.)urs a day. The number of extra women that are required to be 
employed to weave 300 baskets in 12 days working 8 hours a day is: 

(fl) 19 (b) 12 (c) 15 (d) 17 
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89. If 1 is added to both numerator and denominator of a 
fraction it become.^ ^ and if 5 is subtract(>d from both it becomes 

‘i’. The fraction is: 


90. Simplified value of 

(0.98)''-(0.1)'* 
(0.98)‘-i-(0.098)-i-(0.1)^ 
(fl) 0.1 (b) 0.9 


(c) 0.88 (d) 1.19 


91. A train leaves Calcutta at 7.30 a.m. and reaches Asansol 
at 11.30 a.m. and another train leaves Asansol at 9.30 a m. and 
reaches Calcutta at 1 p.m. The two trains cross one another at; 

(a) 10.20 a m. (b) 10.26 a.m. 

(c) 10.32 a.m. (d) 11 a.m. 

92. The arrangement of the number .^8, ^ and 2 q in 
increasing order from left to right is 

(») VSf.f m “.f 

93. The number of square tiles of 2.5 cm size required to 
pave a path metre wide around the outside of a rectangular 

plot 10 metres long and 5'metres broad is 

{a) 2560 (b) 20000 

(f) 24000 id) 25600 

94. A number when divided by 56 leaves 29 as remainder 
but when dividi’d by 8 the remainder is; 

(ff) 1 ib) 3 (f) 5 id) 7 


95. The L.C.M. of and is 


ib) 2^ 


96. 01 the four numbers number 

closest to y /2 is- 


97. The prime numbers which he between 80 and 100 are: 

in) 83, 87, 89,97 ib) 83, 89,97 

(f) 87, 89, 91 id) 83, 87, 97 

98. Simplified value of 

2.03125 X 5.936 - 1 - 8.125 x 6.516 is: 

(fl) 60 ib) 64 (c) 64.5 id) 65 
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99 . A horse and a carriage togeflier cost Rs 8000. If by selling 
the horse at a 10% profit and the carriage at 10% loss a total profit 
of 2.5% is made, the cost price of the horse is: 

(fl) Rs 3,000 (b) Rs 4,000 

(c) Rs 4,500 (d) Rs 5,000 

100. Sides of a triangle are in tire proportion of ■ If 

the perimeter is 52 cm, the length of the smallest side is: 

(fl) 9 cm (b) 10 cm 

(c) 11 cm id) 12 cm 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

41. (c) Reqd sum = 55 + 66 + 77 + 88 + 99 = 385 

42. (c) X + X + 1 + X + 2 -I- X + 3 + X + 4 = 45 x5 =» X = 43 

Greatest integer = x + 4-43 + 4 = 47 

,17 A-.3.x3.vi 27 -. 27 ,»£. 

43. (d) B^C d“d"5’'5 5 •• D " 125^^=*25 . 

44. (b) (3x)^ + (5x)^ = 306 -r* x = 3 greater no. = 5 x 3 = 15 

45. (c) A no. which is a perfect square cannot have the digits 3 or 

7 in unit's place. If there is digit 5 in unit's place of a 
perfect square, then the digit at ten's place must be 2. 
3746,35 is not a perfect square 

46. id) Sum of digits at odd places = 2 + 6 + 4 + 9 = 21 

Sum of digits at even places = 3 + x + 5 = 8 + x 
Difference = 21 - (8 + x) = 13 - x Reqd. digit = 2 

47. (c) 

48. id) 60% of X + 60‘‘=' X => 100"'i. of x - 60"/;, of x = 60 

or 40% of x = 60 x = 150 

49. (fl) I,ct B = X m 

.-. Length = 3x 
3x xx = 507 =>>. = 13 

Perimeter = 2 (L + B) = 2 (3x + x) = 8x = 8 x 13 = 104 m 

50. (c) Score in the last innings = 50 x 10 - 49 x9 = .59 

51. id) A beats B by 4 sec 

Time taken by A to cover 800 km = SOU x 21= 84 sc: 

200 

Distance covered by B in 84 sec = ^ 200 - 672 m 

Reqd distance = 800 - 672 = 128 m 

52. (fl) P + S.l. for 12 yrs = Rs 952 

P + S.l. for 5 years = Rs 805 

.•.S.l. for 7 years = 952 - 805 = Rs 147 => S.l. for 5 years 

= 14Zx5 = Rs 105 
7 

P = 805 - 105 = Rs 700 

o £L2aQQ=:IQ5J<JQa = 3o/„ 

PxT 700 x5 




53. (b) Ihe nos. be 12x, 12y 

.-. 12x + 12y = 120 x+y - 10 
x-1, y = 9orx = 3, y = 7 

The nos. arc (12 x 1,12 x-9) and (12 y 3,12 x 7) 

Two pairs (The values of x and y must be co-pnme i.c they 
should not have any common factor other than 1) 

54. (c) Let the weight of contamer be x kg 

A.T.S. X + y r. 32 ... (i) 

X + 20 ... (ii) 

Solving (i) and (it), we get x 8 kg 

55. (d) l.ct father's present age b<' x years 

.-.Son's present age = (72 - x) years 
A.T.S. X - 4 = 3(72 x 4) x = 52 years 

56. (d) (A and h)'s <ine day's work - ^ “ p 

Their 10 dav's work = ^ - 7^ 

12 

5 I 

.-. Remaining work = 1 

I 

11 finished the remaining work in x30 = 5 days 

Ketid. time = 10 + 5 - 15 days 

57. ((f) Let the other no. be x 

A.LS.32 x=^(32-rx) 

On solving, x = 16 

5 

.58 (c) A's profit lor tirst year = 2800 v --- Ks 1200 

Ratio of investments lor 2nd year = .3000 + 12 ■ 4(HH) 

= 42(X):40(M) =21 20 

(Ratio ol pmtils = Ratio of investments) 

59 (r) The part ol tank emptied in 1 minute = work done by both 

taps in J minute = ^ 

Then the tank ran be emptied in 48 minutes 
.-. Half of lank can be emptied in = 24 minutes 

60. ((/) (x l)-^ - x‘ = 75 4- X = 37 

.-. Greater of two = 37 + 1 = 38 

61. (d) 

62. (a) Reqd. least possible cliff = diff between least multiples of 35 

and 25 -..35 25 = 10 

63. (tf) Let the no. of mangoes be x 

P = S.P. - C.P. 

A.T.S. ~ xx - -^x = 30 =4 X = 72 

64. (if) (8% of Rs \) X 24 = 8640 X = Rs 4500 


.‘Ji JHwniMaHaBMBfiMUyUHlMMMMM 

65. (tl) (.2y + (.02)- -I- (.002)= + (.0002)= 

= .O-f + .0004 4 .IKXKKM 4 .OfXKXKlOT = 04040404 

66. (OIOh X x-^‘|5J) -40 .•.x = 75 

.-. .No of words = 15 4 x = 15 4 75 = 90 
f^7. (if) 1 102 

202=<J05(X)<203-’ 1 10500 

.-. The reqd. no. to be added 1_ 

= 203= - 10500 = 109 20 05 


20 

05 


09 

202 

500 


404 


96 


68 . (d) Let the age of father be x years and the sum of ages of four 

sons be y years 

A.T.S. X 4 y = 14 x5 = 70 ... (/) 

.35 + y = 12 x5 = 60 ... (if) 

Solving (/) and (ii), x = 45 years 

69. (c) Wife's share = Rs 1600 x,.3 = 4800 

.-. Son's share = = Rs 2400 

.-. Total amount of property = 1600 4 4800 t 2400 = Rs 8800 

70. (b) Ciirls = (100 - 58)‘?t, = 42% 

A T.S. .58'’/,. of X ■ 42".;. of x = 24 16"/.. of x = 24 =4 x = 150 

7Lf/))C,ain';';. = xi(M) = 25':;, 

(21) - 4) 

71 /1\ r-1. 5 -!’.>-! 00 . . 5 ,yJO(). ,, 50 

,2 ((/) C 26 oranges -- {,,,,ss".;,' mO- 10 ~ 9 

(.nin = 17':„ 

Cl) fir I M. ’0 (100 4 17) 1.1 

S P. ol 26 oranges should be - 

No, ol oranges he should sell lor a rupee = 26 , = 4 

73. (rt) Profit liy si-lling one lock -■ p --- ^ 

.-. To gel a profit of Rs 45, he should sell 45 y = 90 locks 

74. (c) /(iiyf, X n..5= = .14 X 25 = 0.0350 = 035 

76.(6) f;^' --35n -.=> x= 720 

77 (c) 7.2 x -- .72x = 2592 ^ x = 400 

78. (a) 

79. (d) llx - 8x = 72 ... x = 24 

A's share = 8 x24 = Rs 192 
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80. (fl) When A covered 100 m, B covered 100 - 4 = % m 

Ratio ol speeds = -^ = 25 : 24 (S = -*^) 

81. (h) Reqd. cost of 14 kg of mixture = ( 5 ^ 14 

= Rs 367.50 
•> 

y** 

82. id) Third proportional to x and 

.•. Third proportional to 2 and 10 = = 50 

83. (c) Total no, of mangoes = 246 + 319 + (319 + 19) + (246 319) 

= 1468 

84. (fl) Greatest no. of 5 digits = 99999 

When it is divided by 327, it gives remainder = 264 
Reqd. least no. to be added = 327 - 264 = 63 

85. (if) l.et the reqd. rate be x oranges per rupee 

Fxt us assume that he sold x oranges to each purchaser 
A T.S. 3x + x = 3(x + 5) + 3 x = 18 

86 . (b) I^et the no. of female labourers bi' x 

4(260 - X) + 3X = 900 X 140 

3 

87. (a) He spends money in a year = Income of ^ x 12 = 9 months 

He saves = Income of 3 months in a year 
His annual sav ing = 27.50.80 x 'p = 687,70 

88 . (d) Baskets Days Hours No. of women 

100 10 10 8 

300 12 8 X 

more baskets more women ^ 

100 ; 300 I 

more days less women ^ ■ 8 : x 

12 . 10 I 

I .ess hours more women J 

8 : 10 

_ _ 3 = 

•• “ 100 x 12 x 8 

No. of extra women reqd. = 25 - 8 = 17 

89. (c) •^-+-1 = -f - 4y = . 1 ... (,) 

y + 1 • ’ 

= 2 => 2 x-y = 5.. (ii) 

Solving (i) and (ji), we get x = 7, y = 9 


Reqd. fraction = g 


91. (b) Time taken by first train = 4 hours 

7 

Time taken by second train = 3 hours .30 minutes = ^ hr* 
Let distance between Calcutta and Asansol be x km 
Speed of 1st train = ^ km/hr 

2x 

Speed of second train = -j' km/hr 

In two hours, (from 7.30 a.m. to 9.30 a.in.) 1st train covers 


= X x2 = -S"- km 
4 2 


Remaining distance = x —^ - x 


Let they cross after t hours from 9.30 a m 
^xt+'^xy ts'^rrstsSb minutcs 
Required time = 9.30 a.m. + 56 mins = 10.26 a.m. 

92. (c) 

93. (if) Area of path = (10 + 2 x ^) (5 + 2 x ■;!:) 10 x 5 = 16 m- 

Area of tile = 2.5- = 6.25 cm- = m- 

... .. Area i>f path lOvlOOOO 

No. of square tiles = ,,,V = —’' 

94 . (f) Reqd. remainder = 5 3 

(No. = 56x 4 29 = 8 X 7x + 8 , 3 4 5) 8 29 




8 

29 


24 




(a = .98, b = .1) 
ab = .98 X .1 = .098 


2 3 4 Lt’M of 2, 4 "> 

95. (b) LCM of f^= T,cf:, f 15 = 5 ■= ^ ^ 

= .if 

7 

Reqd. no. = ^ 

97. (6) Prime nos between 80 and 100 are 8.3, 89, 9/ 

98. (if) 

99. (dj Let C.r. of the horse be Rs x 

... C.P. of carriage -- Rs 8000 - x 

nnv HOOD x( 100 +^) 

A.T.S. + (8000 - x) x-^=-^-i- 

KX’ 100 100 

On solving, x = Rs 5000 

100. (if) Ratio of sides "2 ■ ^' 4^ ~ ^ ^ ^ 

Let the sides be 6x, 4x, 3x 
P = 6x + 4x + 3x - 52 x = 4 
Length of smallest = ,3x = 3 x4 = 12 cm 
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b«< 
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t worid of nwnagonwnt 
bockeno many young 
poopla thasa daya. It la 
tha only caraor that 
promlaaa a llta In tha executiva 
board>room, with a five-figure 
aalary to match. Thoae who have 
finlahed achool flock to Inatitutea 
to get a BBA tag after their namae 
and college graduatea aaarch for 
the MBA tag. 

The ruah la fuelled by the 
media hype and the attractive ad- 
vertlaemento of InMItutee which 
are opening In ecorea to provide 
the magical degree. Each elaime 
to be vlalted by multinational 
companlee. It la a magical land, 
with Btorlea of mind-boggling 
aalarlas and aatounding auccass 


tottie 


Welcome 


Corporate 

Worid 


Unfortunately, there is a lot 
of misinformation and It is diffi¬ 
cult to take a balanced decision 
these days 

Our cover story this month 
discusses In detail this career. It 
shows how careers can be made 
In management and also high¬ 
lights what one should be careful 
about. It describes the life of an 
MBA and what the Job entails. The 
feature Is written from the point 
of view of the young aspirant and 
answers many questions In your 
minds, lb help assess your apti¬ 
tude. take part In the Mock-CAT 
that cornea with thia laaua. 

We are happy to prsaant a 
eomprahanaiva laaua on manage¬ 
ment which WIN undoubtedly help 
and be a retarence to preaeni and 
future aapiranta 


D 


el's accept it a career in manage 
ment remains a viable career option 
' today, despite the turmoil in thi 
markets Most streams—saence engineci 
ing, humanities architecture and com 
merce—lead to the coveted MBA degree 
True, things may not look quite rosy bt 
cause of an industrial slowdown at 
present, but this situation is likely to 
improve m die near future In any case 
apart from computer software no other 
career seems to oder a stable and highly- 
paying career these days 

Cateni^ to the demand for the MBA 
degree are tire 487 institutes m the country 
More are opening by the day, to cash in 
on the aaze A majonty of th^ institutes 
are simply business ventures and the 



quality of management education 
imparted is quesbonable Many of these 
institutes do not have qualified faoilty and 
are run by businessmen with a spnnkling 
of retired bureaucrats people who are 
neither qualified academically nor having 
adequate mdustry exposure In fact only 
about 50 mstitutes are really worth talking 
about, the approval of the All India Coun- 
al of Technical Education (AICTE) not 
withstanding The government has 
unfortunately added to the mess by 
approving institutes in large numbers, 
widiout exerasing proper control on their 
quality Amazingly the approval by the 
All India Council of Technical Education 
(AICTE) is granted just on physical 
inspection of the classrooms and library 
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and thin thin, is nu lontrol 
whatsoever on thi eduiation 
This i rea'i s a contusion in 
the mind of thi student -what 
IS the yardstick to go b\ when 
applying for an MBA digrte^ 
Going b\ the glossy brochures 
each institute claims to be 
better than the other but the 
reality may b( cjuiti different 
tqudlh lontu cd irc tin 
coiporate reemiUrs I he \ can 
cither go to the reputed insti 


tutes and hire grossly oyeipaid 
MBAs (GOMBAs) or go to in 
stitutes lower down the rank 
and get an MBA with the 
knowledge Icyel of an und^ 
graduate student The 
anomaly is quite great while 
graduates from the well- 
known llMs are reported to get 
over a lakh as monthly salary 
it IS possible to hire MBAs 
trom regional uniyersities or 
priyate institutes for as little 
as Rs S 000 per month 

SHIIng Through 

Both tor the student and 
theiorporak recruiter itisim 
portant to sift through the tall 
claims of institutes The stu 
dent must know what he is 
getting into while the recruiter 
must be sure of the quality of 
the graduates Certain large 


groups are getting over the 
problem by setting up their 
own business Schools Among 
them are Kirloskar Tata, the 
Kumaramangalam Birla 
Group Crompton Greaves, 
Reliance Mahindra & 
Mahindra Ba)a| Godrc] 
Nirma and others Of course, 
some smaller business houses 
may be doing so just to get into 
a highly lucrative business as 
their other interests may be 
floundering I he larger 
groups howevci are the ones 
to watch and would hope 
tullv imatt institutes that are 
a class in themst'lves 

But what about the stu 
dints’ Ihey hi\e to <ilt 
through a lot of media h\pt 
about manage ment education 
rhe first misinlormation is 
about stalling salaries Almost 



A ctf0ar in rnantoVtMM Is undoubMIy one of the best options today 
VlBCor)einuetb»«Mblwhanan0ii^^ Most career advice 
(MB titt you tp look M apMude and interest, but the CM goes a step 

turther and pffars praciMiri aUvioa 

IbplnatlMaattfyouaiaaRMBAaapirant lookatttiatollowlnBlSoptona 
Thera could ba other opBons as weU but beware of amallar imUutes 
clatfnmg AtCTE approval as also those oflenng foreian degrees In India 
1 Indian Institutes of Management, AhrSedabad Bangalore, 
Calcutta Lucknow, IndorS and Calicut 
2 Xavier Labour RetafHons instilute Jamahadpur 
3 Faculty of Management Studwa Delhi 
4 Jamnaiet Baja] Institute of Management Studies Mumbai 
5 ManagamPnt Development Institute Gurgaon 
6 S P Jam institute of Management & Reeaarch Mumbai 
7 Naraae Monjee Institute of btanagement Studies Mumbai 
8 InsMuie of Management Technology, Ohazlebad 
9 UhivanHiy of Puryab, UBS Chandigaiti 
10 Xavier Inettute of Management Bhubaneshwar 
11 Bharatidaaan tnatitute of Management, TlruchlrapalU 
U Pa Management Inatitute Mar^ 

13 SymbioBis Institute ol Buainess Management, Pune* 

14 Sydenham instittila of Management & Research Mumbai 
IS International Management Inslltuia, Maw Dettit 
Proeedurr. The admiiciPn is a Ihreeetep process First, ffie quattfyfng 
wdttentaet Second, the group dncussion or epaP study Thud the Mtar- 
view ThetestiaarTwttarofhwdwaliaiidpiwlioa.FDrtheaecoiidand 
third steps, prepare to change your personaltty Become outgoing pd 
dmMop an mtarast in aconomos and Bia busigaaa world. Conltiaiy to 
popular balMf preparation for chscuaaion and intarviaw is apraadowere 
iDtig time and cannot ba achievad in a tew wsato. 


BatowBia nab There are apma other rapuiad HMitutas as you go down 
the lot and many guaatnnabto ones if you am unsure about one check 
out the plaosmoRt, faegito oampua and students youiisait tly to meat 
sameatudantawhoatelnlt Do not go by obtims In the propectus or 
meet faculty itiemban IfyouarenotMifotomeetetudersawhocantan 
you M»ut the peat gtaoetiwM record, the inatitute la probably not worth 
fClning. 

AaaeaayeianaN: The second atop K to assess youraelf Hwouldbea 
waste of lime to apply to alt the litotoulaa and you should choose the 
ones where you stand ti chance After doing your banos. take a number 
of foll4ength tests. AttNi at an awiage acorn that you can achieve 
FbNow the table below to apply to irstitutee 
Your opora A|to>ly to 

Above too Top inafitMtoe inducting CAT 

Between 80-100 CATABied Inattutesi/tostitutos witti 

Industry backing 

Mtween 6080 Rej^onal umuarslitos/InBtttutes without 


mduatry bactong 

Between 4080 Pnvato ktolftiiMs under MAT fotergn 
uMvecifttoa 

M«aihan4D Dam waMtitktoto management 


Wmtiififl: 

tmmrmppMtHlm 
tUlM Pto 4toMllloit> 

too; tool 


to ONHuiritototoNM tnsBh 



•ipflWini OOTMK 
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every management aspirant 
expects that he should be paid 
salaries of several lakh rupecK 
per month, without realising 
diat even in the IIMs, only top 
few students arc able to get 
such salaries, while the major¬ 
ity get more reasonable fig¬ 
ures. Second, almost every 
newspaper these days carries 
advice for students with the 
underlying theme that 
managerial aptitude can be de¬ 
veloped through tricks'. 
Written by graduates of lIM.s, 
who run coaching Institutes in 
big cities, such advice may 
help them get students but is 
basically dishonest. Third, 
students are led to believe that 
working as an MBA is a bed of 
roses. 'Management is the art 
of getting things done through 
other people', they will tell 
you, expecting that there 
would be armies ot 
subordinates wailing to carry 
out their orders while they sit 
in air-conditioned board- 
rooms working out strategy. 

The expectations are sky- 
high. The reality, ot course, is 
much different. Managerial 
jobs carry high responsibility 






and risk. Targets have to be 
met and if they are not, one 
can well find oneself on the 
road. Worse, one may lose 
one's job as a result of eco¬ 
nomic conditions: in recent 
months, as the economy has 
skidded to a hall, and compa¬ 
nies are increasingly cash 
strapped, lots of lay-offs have 
taken place. Operating mar¬ 
gins are down and new 
projects have been put on hold. 
Managers who had been himd 
l arlier at astronomical salaries 
have lost their jobs or have 
been considerably downsized. 
Clearly, the high salaries were 
an unsustainable bubble. As¬ 
pirants need to keep this in 
mind and venture into high 
profile jobs only after knowing 
the risks associated with them. 

State of 
Managomoat 

Iducatlon 

The business schools, of 
couise, will not tell you these 
facts. Go through any brochure 
and one finds each institute 
claiming that its students have 
been hired by multinational 
companies at mind-boggling 
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ers trained in the case method 
or with practical experience 
are hard to come by. Similar is 
the situation in private 


salaries. The fact is 
that companies are 
increasingly shying 
away from 

management sdiools 
which have either 
students with very 
high expcctatioas or 
low quality. That is 
the reason why big 
business groups are 
setting up their own 
schools. 

The trouble is 
that few institutes 
care to update their 
methods or curricu¬ 
lum. Universities are 
notorious in teaching 
outdated syllabus 
and as a result oirly 
two universities have 
reputed management 
departments: the 
University of Delhi 
and the Panjab Uni¬ 
versity, Chandigarh, 
'lire others run MBA 
courses like any other 
M.A., with a number 
of reservations for lo¬ 
cal candidates. Teach- 

institutes. To cover up their 
shortcomings, these institutes 
introduce esoteric subjects like 
yoga and eastern 


mi \mimi lb vumt m 
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management, which only 
hides the fact that they are ill- 
equipped to handle manage¬ 
ment education. 

It is also felt that the qual¬ 
ity of international communi¬ 
cation, even in the best 
B-schools, is poor. No business 
school prepares students for a 
change in personality that is 
required for a business career. 
As a result, students often treat 
it as an undergraduate course, 
attending the mandatory 
minimum number of lectures 
and mugging up guess papers. 
They forget that preparing for 
managerial jobs requires a total 
change in outlook. In most in¬ 
stitutes, the first year is spent 
in adjusting to the new 
environment and the second in 
looking for jobs. Learning is 
limited. Students are not 
helped to plan their careers. 
That is why job hupping is 
common among fresh MBAs. 

A survey conducted by 
XLRl showed that none of the 
business schoofs' trouble 
themselves with finding out 
the needs of business when 
they offer their graduates. 
New techniques are just not 
taught. Going through the 
syllabus of the top and middle 
management institutes, we 
found a surprising lack of 
latest techniques like re-engi¬ 
neering, impact on manage¬ 
ment in the times of the 
Internet, or Enterprise Re¬ 
source Planning. Economics is 
another weak area. At a time 
of sweeping changes all over 
the world, when there is a re¬ 
thinking on established eco¬ 
nomic models, this is a serious 
lacuna indeed. 

More serious perhaps is 
the change in ethos of a man¬ 
agement graduate. Indian 
management is considered 
sub-standard, even titough it 
is a fact that family businesses 


have contributed to India's de¬ 
velopment in a big way. Not 
surprisingly, we could not find 
even a single paper on Indian 
family business management 
in any business school pro¬ 
spectus. Instead of helping 
India develop its own style of 
management, most business 
schools impose an American 
ethos which quite often does 
not work in real life. 

and 

Admissions 

changing management 
education is no doubt a long¬ 
term process. For the student, 
the more immediate need is to 
know how to choose institutes 
and to get admission. There is 
a lot of confusion here, 
clouded by claims of institutes. 
One, therefore, needs to tread 
with caution and ensure of 
one's suitability befon* apply¬ 
ing. There is also no authentic 
rating list available. Abusiness 
magazine attempted to bring 
out such a list, but it had ex¬ 
traneous elements like stu¬ 
dents' perceptions, which 
skewed the ratings. What is 
required is a list based on 
perceptions of ‘■the consu¬ 
mers—in this case the 
corporates and those who hire 
business school graduates. In 
the absence of an authentic rat¬ 
ing students have to depend 
on hearsay and rumour. 

There are some 
centralised tests like the 
Common Admission Test 
(CAT), the Management 
Aptitude Test (MAT) and those 
conducted by distent States. 
Scores obtained in these are 
sent to the institutes you have 
applied for. Other institutes 
and universities conduct their 
own tests. The format and 
level of die tests is more or less 
the same, though the 
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competiticm for CAT is much 
greater. You have to be well 
conversant in Maths (class 10), 
English, Reasoning, Compre¬ 
hension, General Knowledge 
and Business GK. 

This year, the number of 
institutes in CAT have multi¬ 
plied and the importance of 
other centralised tests has de¬ 
creased. It is generally per¬ 
ceived that institutes under 
CAT will be the good ones, 
though one must bear in mind 
that the IIMs have no say in 
admissions. Only the scores 
are forwarded to the institutes. 
Some confusion has been cre¬ 
ated this year as some insti¬ 
tutes are under CAT as well as 
under MAT. It is doubtful that 
any minimum criteria has been 
applied for inclusion in CAT, 
so one must not as.sume that if 
an institute comes under CAT 
it must be good. 

If you apply to all the in¬ 
stitutes that advertise, you will 
end up paying more than Rs 
20,000 in just getting the ap¬ 
plication forms. This is, thus, 
not an advisable strategy. It is 
important to choose the insti¬ 
tutes (see the CM Guide for 
applying) and work hard for 
the tests It is important to 
arrive at your own scores by 
appearing in some full-length 
tests. That is the only way to 
negotiate the confusing maze 
that management education 
has become. 

Further, though the test is 
objectjye criteria, the interview 
remainrio be subjective. In¬ 
stances have been reported 
where donations have l>een 
asked from candidates during 
the interview. Should this hap¬ 
pen, you can be sure that the 
institute is not worth joining. 
It is unfortunate that such 
practices continue tight under 
the nose of the AICTE, that is 
supposed to regulate manage¬ 


ment education in the country. 

Another shortcoming in 
the tests is the lack of trans¬ 
parency. The Panjab Univer¬ 
sity displays the scores of all 
the candidates and the MAT 
too sends out scores obtained 
by candidates. In the latter 
case, the transparency does 
little good if the participating 
institutes do not declare their 
cut-off score. Students find 
that they have to apply blindly 
to several institutes without 
knowing what is a good score. 
The CAT, on the, other hand, 
reveals nothing. ^As a result, 
students have to rely on hear¬ 
say and must apply to insti¬ 
tutes without knowing 
whether they stand a chance 
of getting in. In this situation, 
it is the coaching institut^lhat 
make money, cashing in o/i the 
hope of getting you thniugh a 
good iastitute. There as, thus, 
a need for transparency in all 
tests and institutuer including 
CAT, as also in the interview 
proaniure, so that candidates 
have some direction at least. 
In this context, the system of 
the GMAT is worth ainsider- 
ing, because a student knows 
the cut-off scores and knows 
exactly where to apply. 

Th« Futura 

Despite the pitfalls, the 
MBA degree remains the de¬ 
gree of the future. The slow¬ 
down in the Indian economy 
is a part of the business cycle 
which will recover in the com¬ 
ing months. Today, jobs may 
be scarce and things look 
down, but as business activity 
increases, the demand for 
trained manpower will also 
increase. 

The CTaze for a manage¬ 
ment degree has gone to the 
schools as well. Many insti- 
nites today offer the Bachelor 
Business Studies (BBA/BBS) 


degree after class 12. The im¬ 
portance of tins course remains 
doubtful because it is unlikely 
that one may find high level 
jobs after the BBA. At best, it 
will guarantee an entry at a 
very low level in a company. 
Moreover, without placement 
assistance, it is unlikely that 
finding jobs for BBA graduates 
will be an easy task. In any 
case, one would still have to 
do MBA to reach at higher lev¬ 
els. If business management be 
your aim, it may be better to 
opt for B.Com. so that one is 
better qualified for options of 
Chartered Accountancy and 
Company Secretary. 

Students hoping to make 
a career in management must 
keep the realities firmly in 
mind. High salaries carry high 
risks and that is why many 
managers have come to grief. 
It is better to join a company 
in which the salary levels can 
be sustained over a long pe¬ 
riod of time, rather than those 
which are based on hope and 
theory. Management gradu¬ 
ates must be well aware of 
wha> they are 
getting into, to 
avoid the .situa¬ 
tion that has 
been seen re¬ 
cently, when 
many profes¬ 
sionals lost their 
jobs. 

In years to 
come, there may 
well be a shake¬ 
out in the 
market. The IIMs 
may be left 
catering to those 
companies 
which can afford 
to pay very high 
salaries and the 
top corporates of 
India may well 
start patronising 


institutes down the line. 
Graduates from these 
institutes may well outprice 
themselves. With large 
business groups setting up 
their own business schools, 
there will be a further shakeout 
and the low end AICTE ap¬ 
proved institutes could be 
forced out of the market, or 
will be left catering to needs 
of only smaller businesses. 

For aspirants, the mes¬ 
sage is clear; try getting into a 
good school, or scale down 
your ambitions. Alternately, 
look for a different career. 
Otherwise, one will be 
destined to compare oneself 
with graduates of other 
institutes. It is better to take a 
long-term view rather than 
take the best option available 
today. 


Models Harry, Mohit Datta 
Photos Dinesh Kumar 
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Nunure Possibility Thinkiiig 


H ow shall we get started on the success 
trip? Or start over after a terrible 
setback? that’s tlic right word, "setback", 
not "failure"! 

The answer to this question is another 
question: How do we go about our most 
important and our most urgent and our 
most difficult assignment, namely, turning 
our own- or someone eNe's— 
impossibility thinking into rossibility 
Thinking’ Is it even possible? 

All of us ha\'e seen negative, dved-in- 
the-wool, stubborn, and determined 
negative thinkers who resist ail 
approaches, all therapies, and all 
suggestions that can turn their life around 
from the negati. e to the positive Is it really 
possible to change someone from a "can't 
do" to a "can do" person? 

Obviously, the answer to that question 
IS predictable. Our life has been built on 
the assumption that human nature can be 
radically transformed—turnal inside out 
and upside down—and literally be born 
again! 

In this century, the thoughts ot men 
have been widened as never before. 
Much that has happened in our time 
shows that the period of revelation is 
now upon us. And more than a little of 
that revelation is coming through 
modern psychology. It is fascinating, to 
a life-long student ol the mvslcries, to 
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watch this almost embryonic science 
digging and digging and turning up one 
buried treasure after another. 

What, then, is the "magic" to be 
invoked? lust how do we set about 
making things happen in our lives the way 
we want them to? Here arc the "rules" 
which anyone can apply if he will. Rut* 
remember to observe the don'ts as well as 
the do's. 

The lirst rule is to consider whether 
the circumstances you desire to create 
will harm anv other creature If so, don't 
do it. Never forget that the ulterior 
motive in any cause engenders, 
inevitably, a similar quality in the result 
orelfect. Having then decided that your 
intent is harmless, the next step is to 
make a mental picture of what you 
want. Visualise or paint in the mind's 
eye. And make our detail and your 
workmanship as painstaking and 
accurate as if you were an artist at his 
easel, as indeed you are! 

Visualise exactly what you want. No 
more. No less Repeat the pmccss every 
dav. 

This creates a mental matrix, or focus, 
on w'hich your materialisation will be 
built. Everything on this physical earth 
existed once in mind only. The great 
cathedral was once a bl ue print. Theoccan 
liner a medley of lines on a drawing board. 


And these, in turn, were originally ideas 
in a siivgle human mind. 

So much for the mental work. Now 
you must animate the picture, bring it to 
life. Quicken Vviur picture with feeling. 
Every act ol creation involves male and 
female participation. In this case, thought 
is tlic male and feeling is the female. To 
make live image live you must feel the joy. 
the satisfaction, the sense of happiness or 
achievement or whatever it is that 
materialising your wish will bring to you. 
Thus arc mind and heart allied in your 
efforts. 

At this point you have an embryo 
event. And like all embryos it will grow, 
provided if is given nourishment—by 
speech and by action. 

Take action first. Having 
commenced building, you must make all 
needed arrangements to cope with the 
finished structure Work constantly 
towards your aim in every outward and 
practical way you can. If you have 
decided on removal, start packing,'if on 
wealth, open a bank account, and so on. 
Burn your boats! 

Then, in speech. Talk about your 
project oh every possible occasion—out 
loud. To yourself if needs be, to others if 
they will listen State your aims, intention.s, 
expectations, being alway.s as positive as 
you can. The clearer your thoughts, the 




deeper your feelings, the more positive 
your affirmations, the more daisive vour 
actions, the sooner your dream child will 
h-bc born. 

Success is a word pregnant with 
attractiveness. For some it gives birth to 
tantalising fantasies of a fat bank-balanc e 
and a sleek limousine in the drive of an 
elegant mansion. Others would hold their 
lives eminently successful if: (/) they 
enjoyed good health; (li) knew freedom 
. from worry; (Hi) were held in some 
esteem by their "set"; (iv) had a fair 
measure of self-confidence; (o) were in a 
satisfying and worth-while job, (in) had 
fulfilled or stood every chance of 
fulfilling some reasonable ambitions; (rvi) 
were able to live harmomouslv with their 
fellows. 

Increasingly modern medical opinion 
as-serts that in most cases the individual is 
primarily ri'sponsible for the state of his 
' own health. Want good he.ilth and in the 
majority of instances you can have if. 
Live sensibly, giving your body 
; adequate food, fresh-air, sleep and 
, exercise; trust your body to function 
• normally; slum all negatiye and hostile 
: thoughts and emoiions, and in ‘W per 
: cent of cases good health will follow 
automatically. 

You can hardly say your life is 
successful it you are dogged by constant 
aches and ailments To be more healthv in 
the months ahead, carry out the simple 
three-point programme outlined in the last 
' paragraph. In particular, pay attention to 
the last point. It you are sceptical about 
the influence o! emotions on the smi'olh 
working of the body be sure to 'ead Dr 
lohn Sciaindler's llou’ tn l.iir Dnf/> o 


] Year. You will never haye any more 
doubts about the matter after you have 
I read it, and as you carry out its wise 
counsels you will find your life radiantly 
transformed. 

Worry is entirely "home-made". In 
: other words, it is a certain type of negativ e 
pessimistic thinking which we allow to 
I dominate our minds Obviously then, 

; freedom fn'in worry is merely a question 
I ot thought-control. We resolutely ret use 
to entertain niggling, defeatist and 
. depressing thoughts m our minds. 

I Readers who feel they are chronic 
; worriers could not do better than to 
i soak them.selves in the only book ever 
written on this subject—the late Dale 
' Carnegie's How In Stop iVorn/in^ ami 
: Stall l,iviw(. 

If we learn to discipline our 
1 thoughts, remembering that things 
I seldom turn out to be as bad as we olten 
I imagine, and keep our minds on what 
! we have rather than upon what we have 
' not, we shall soon dev'clop more hopeful 
and optimistic habits and become 
increasingly care-free 

To be more succi^ssful in futun' we 
: should take steps to increase self- 
confidence. Many people have found the 
: t(>llowing practice's helpful. 

t oncentrate on one thine and become 
\erv good at it. This, as we have said, will 
not only help you to respect \our;ell - il 
will also bring you prestige and mspecl 
from othe’rs It w'lll make you more wanted 
. and others will come to you for help and 
advice. 

Make a list of your achievements and 
■ gooil qiialitii's. Think about these' ri'gularly 
and forget about vour past failures. 


i Remember that other people are 
prv'bably not as cle\er or gifted as you 
i imagine. 

Realise that you have a tremendous 
, undeveloped potential which you can 
i cultivate and cievelop. 
i I ngage in amateur dramatics and/ 
or join a (niblic-speaking class. 

I We may call our work satisfying if 
'■ (n) it provides scope lor our best gifts and 
' abilities; (h) it is m harmony with our 
1 moral, religious or philosophical ideals. 

'■ We may call our work worth-while it it 
, is making a contribution to the progress 
I and happiness ol mankind, and again 
j our ideas ,is to what constitutes progress 
: and happiness will be largely governed 
i by our moral, religious or philosophical* 

' concepts. 

Considering that we spend about halt 
I of our waking hours earning our bread 
; and butter, we can hardly say our lives 
i are fully succes.sful il we have to spend 
' fifty per cent of them in work that leaves 
: us dissatisfk'd, Irustrated and miserable. 

' It any reader finds himself in this 
: position he bad best act quickly if he 
w'oiild make his future more successful 
• than the past 

l et him first determipe what work 
he 4 onsiders would satisfy him and then 
let him go all cnit to secure it This will 
require lonsiderable courage and may 
be years of intensive study, but vears of 
: conli'iifment and satisfaction would well 
, rept \ the most I lercoleaii effort. I ,el him 
not easily be jnit off bv thoughts that it 
is t4)o late or that he is too old. 
Determination and faith can indvd 
move mountains and make the desert [ 
blossom as a rose. | 


SSB INTERVIEWS 

PREPARATION FOR ENTRANCE EXAM NDA/CDS 

Course Commences 19th Dec '98. Last Date Registration 25th Nov '98 


Be A Commissioned Officer In Armed Forces. A Csreer Psr-Exeellence, Adventure & Quality of Life. 

@ JOIN AL.RS ACADEMY e..<. 

/ll\ A Defence Oriented Institute with a record of over 8 Thousand Successes. 


Director : Lt. Col KD Segan (Retd.) Ex Senior GTO (F-ostedTwice on Panels of SSBs) 

Recipient of Chief of Army Staff's Commendation Card for Preparing NCC Candidatos For Selection Boards. 


ALPS ACADEMY CB*1SS, Ring Road, Naralna (Wear Petrol Pump) Naw Dtlhl, Phone : 5698057,5698941 J 
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DGP — A Tried, Tested and Trusted Name in the Careers World 


IIEST PLUS COURSES & BASIC BOOKS 

^ Ewm. ♦ Hotft Hana^tmenl • MBA Admission Tests • NT).A, Exam. • C.D.S. Exam, 

fillip vir Assistants, Inspectors (C.E., i. Tax, PoJice) & other Exams. 


INTELUOENCE t 





Comprehensive Coverage of 

• Geography • Indian History 

• Indian Polity & Economy 

• General Science • Current Afbirs 

• G.K. Treasure House 

Ample Descriptive Study Material, Short- 
Answer Questions, Ten Model Papers 
(Objective Pattern), Questions from Previous 
Years'Papers of Important Competitive Exams. 
Included. 

I Price Rs. ISO 1999 Edition I 




• Model Papers 

• Previous Years' Papers of Competitive 
Exams. A Management Atfciiission Tests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & Non- 
Verbal 

• Data Interpretation & Management 
Aptitude Tests. 

Systematic Approach, [)etailed Explanatory 
Notes for thorough understa nding 

fPriceRs. 150 


DGP BASIC ENGUSH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Practical English Granmiar 
(Fundamental Rules, Common Errors and 
Pitfalls, Explanations A Illustrations) 

• Comprehension A Numbered Gaps 

'• Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, 
Idioms, Mirases, Pair of Words, Foreign 
Words, One-Word Substitution, etc.) 

A step by step, easy A systematic appro.ich, 
helps you to build a strong foundation of 
English Language. 

I Price Rs. tT) 


ENGUSH VOCABULARY 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Self-assessment Assignments 

• Word power ready-reckoner 

• Words in everyday use, Fonnation of Words 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Pli.'ases, Words Commonly Misspelt 

• Idioms A Phrases, One-word Substitution 

• Pair of Words 

• Terms — Political, Medical, Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc. 

• Practical Assignments._ 

I Price Rs. 120 | 


DGP ENGUSH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


I 



IC 


(Quantitative Aptitude & Num 

erica 

1 Ability) 

IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Exhaustive Study Material 

• Plethora of Solved Examples 

• Practical Tips, Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

• Exercises for Practice 

• Model Papers — Questions Incorporated 
From Previous Years' Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. I Price Rs. 100 I 





WITH A wr W% mk mSs copy of 

DClP ContffltNt Etron In English LMigpngs 

• Practical English Graiiimar 

• Common Errors A Pitfalls 

• Comprehension • Vocabulary 

• Fundamental rules, tips A usage, 
explanations, illustrations A charts. 

• Specimen Papers 

• Competitive Exams. i;-- 

Question Papers I Prifc Rs. 125 | 





EJS DATA 
INTERPRETATION COURSE 


For : Competitive Exana; Management Admi¬ 
ssion Tests A Prokssonal Bodies etc. Exams. 
CONTAINS : 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 

• Presentation of Data 

• Basic Tools of Analysis 

• Model Papers (Solved) | Price Rs. 120 | 


MATHEMATICS 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


for N.D.A., C.D.S. & MBA Admission Tests 

• Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics 

• Formulas and Practical Tips 

• Solved Examples A Exercises for Practice 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 






1. Know Thyself Through 
PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS 

2. Know Thyself Through 
NUMEROLOGY 

3. THE HUMAN BODY-A Study 

4. f 25 GREAT HEROES OF 
INDIAN HISTORY 

5. SORRY DOCTOR, I'M HEALTHY 
(A Ftanily Health Guide} 

6. Know Thyself Through 
HANDWRITING 




Rs. 30 

Rs. 45 
Rs. 45 

Rs. 45 

Rs. 45 

Rs. 40 



GENERAL SCIENCE 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


> study Material—Physics, Cheniisiry, Life 
Sciences, Space Science, Nuclear 
Science and Computer Science 

• Everyday Science 

• Basic Concepts, Principles and Laws 
■ Science Quiz 

• Objective Multiple Choic e Questions 

t Price Rs. lool 


DIRECTOR: Prof.RAJINDERS.DMLLON 

MA, PO Dip in JournaUsin (Bombay) 
Formerly He^ DepL at Eng^ 

Aggarwal College, Farldabed 
Rscipwnlol ‘KROokhale Model In JowiaHemS 

Die Hindustan Dmes Medal In Journalism.' 


‘ Phase nmit Om Full Amount (Price of (hsirtd book/ 
books plus Bs. to tor one book and Rs. IS for bro or 
morsbookstorpo$tags)byld.OJBankDmtland¥irih 
yew Mmm and niH addlase In CAmXL LETTERS on 
MO. Coupon • Books wR bo sent by Ihgtl Book Post 
only. • VPP orders 
wUI not bs sxseuhd. \ 
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DGP KITS 

■THE TREND SETTERS 

First to Publish Kits for 
Competitive Exams. 


'i jr.i if i -1 



{For SM» Bank of India, Aaaociata Banka of SBI and othar 
Nationattaad Banka Exam.) 

Comprehensive Coverage of Teel of Reasoning (Logical, Verbal, 
Non-Verbal & Data Interpretation etc); English Language (Practical 
English Grammar, Common Errors, Word-Power, etc); General 
Awareness (All aspects of G.K.); Quantitative AfMituda (Number 
System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc.. Solved 
Examples, Hints & Exercises etc); Descriptive English (Short Essays, 
Propositions etc); Five Sets of Model Papere, with detailed Solutions/ 
Answers, based on Previous Years’ Papers. 

2. DGP DIAMOND KIT For M.B.A. Rs. 390 

(For Common Admiaaion Taata of 
U.U.'a A other Leading InatituteaAJnIveraltiea) 

Kit covers English Language (Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors, Comprehension, Vocabulary); Intelligence & Reaeoning 
(Logical. Verbal, Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation etc); Basic 
Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Co-ordinate 
Geometry. Matrices, Calculus); Basic Mathematice Review 
containing SOO Memory Flue Practical Tipa, Arithmetic (Number 
System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration, etc.); General 
Knowledge/General Science/Busincsa A Management Q.K.; 
Current Affairs; Five Sets of Model Papere, with detailed Solutions/ 
Answers, based on Previous Years’ Papers. 

3. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E. EXAM. KIT Rs. 325 

(For Joint Entrance Exam, for Admiaaion toDegree / Diploma Courae) 
Study Material & Objective Questions on All Subjects—Reasoning 
(Verbal, Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation) & Logical Deduction, Numerical 
Abiiity/Arithmetic/Basic Mathematics, English & Gen. Knowledge/ 
Scientific Aptitude. 

4. N.D.A. KIT Rs. 275 5. C.D.S. KIT Rs. 275 


ftecommanded and Ptoeutad byt .. 

(I) PrincIpalsAibrarians of SAINIK SCHOOLS A other InstHutlons. 

(II) Senior Arniad Forces Officers for their unUa and wards. 

(III) Navodaya VIdyaiaya Samitl (Ministry el HR0->Dspt> of 
Eduoetldn—Government of India) for their schoolo. ’ 


Kile tor N.O.A., C.O.S. Examination contain: 

SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS on English, 
G.K.. Current Affairs A Mathematics. MATHEMATICS—Arithmetic, 
Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry. Trigonometry and Statistics ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE-Practical English Grammar, Errors, Prepositions, 
Comprehension A Vocabulary GENERAL KNOWLEDGE—SCIENCES 
(Physics. Chemistry, LHe Sciences. Space Science); HUMANITIES (History, 
National Movement, Constitution, Geography, Economy etc.) 


Our Guldiea at^ patterned on laloat acheme $nd entire aytim 
Itua la oovared thoroughly. Ampla study hmterlat,. Solvad 
Examplaa A Ob/eeffv* Midtipla Cholea Quaathna kteludad. 

1. ADMISSION TESTS : Rt. 19S 

2. State BAnk P,;!CL Exam. Guide Re,. ISO 

3. Bank P.O.i Beam. Guide '.; : Ba.180: 

4. HOTEL MANAGEMENT ADMISSION TEST 

' (For AdmUMon to Dagraa/Oliiloma Coum^ Ra, 1»S 

$, N.D.A. EXAM.: Rs- 1$0 6. C.D.S. EXAM. Re. ISO 

r. U.C., G.LO. EXAM. ; V. , Re. 100 

(For Aselstatits, Typista A Stenoa) . . 

5. ks,C. CLERK? GRADE EXAM. ^ ^ . .Ra, l00 

.9. BANK HECRUITMENT TEST: GUtDE ; ' : ? r R». T5 

(For Clarks, Caahtara, Stano-Typlata aloi) i ■ 




OEHEMt Stuocs SOLVED PAPERS (1985-1398) fis. 95 


• Helps you to know the standard A type of questions set in the exam. 

• Serves as ideal practice papers before you actually lace lha exam. 

• Acts as an eye-opener and helps you judge the Standard of ObjacUva' 
Questions given in various books. 


■ ;^;YfilcrG(So^ InformaHon) 


It Contains ; (A) Previous Years’ Solved Papers 1997, 1996 A 19% 
(B) General S^nce (C) Geography—World A India (0) History—World 
A India (E) Indian Economy (F) Indian Polity (Q) General Ability 
(H) G.K. Treasure House (I) Current Affairs. 

• EncydopaedicCovsrage.Well-analyssdComprehensIve Study Material. 

• Plethora of Objective Multiple Choice Questions. 




Most Books Contain Synopsis l.e. Descriptive Study Material • Short 
Answer Questions • Objective Multiple Choice Questions t Model . 
Papers Incocporaling Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS 

Cm SBfvlcds Pmlimffmfy Sxmi 

All the Books Mro helpful for; :C¥: 

for 4 .R.F. ana Eligibility for UECTURERSHii; 

1. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs. 

2. QUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-Worid& India Rs.180 


3. QUESTION BANK-4NDIAN HISTORY 

4. QUESTION BANK-INDIAN POUTY 
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

5. QUESTION BANK-4NDIAN ECONOMY 


Rs.150 
Rs. 150 

Rs.120 


6. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 120 

7. QUESTION BANK-BOTANY Rs. 180 

8. QUESTION BANK-GOCiOLOGY Rs.180 

9. QUESTION BANK-COMMERCE Rs. 290 

10. QUESTION BANK-PSYCHOLOGY Rs. 180 

11. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. 150 

12. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Rs. 200i 

13. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 1501 

14. COMPLETE COURSE-MATHEMATICS Rs. 180 

15. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 180 

16. COMPLETE COURSE-LAW Rs. 150 

17. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBUC ADMN. Rs. 200 


Ptaaaa remit the RB amount (Prica of daaind booUbooka pba 
book and Pa. tS tar two or mara booka for poalaga) by 6.0/ 
erfb your Noma and Full addraaa In CAPITAL UTTERS on M.C 
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M any changes come | 

about in daily life when j 

the cable culture invades the | 

home, books and nurga/ines j 

gather dust. The family gets all j 

its information from the idiot | 

box and tlie reading habit gets : 

more and more consigned to ! 

, the limbo. I’eople spend more | 

I time "seeing" newspapers j 

j than reading them! i 

I I'Ih' communication gap j 

: yawns wider Vital areas are ' 

fenced off. The n-hring lime ; 

i is postponed hv two to three , 

j hours IVopIe retire late and | 

i compensate by getting up ; 

! later' ; 

1 

' fobs in the house remain ■ 
( unaccomplished. The rooms j 
j are decorated with cobwebs | 
! tor months but nobody lias the ■ 
1 time to banish them. TTie entire i 
i evening, which is spare lime, 

I is wrapped around the idiot 
j box, not because the ■ 
programmes are highly j 
walchabU', but because one i 
giK-s on pressing buttons of the j 


Cultiffal liner 


remote in search of a watchable 
one. Often, one ends by 
watching advertisements on 
all the channels! j 

The love affair of some 
w'itli the Idiot box sources so ! 
much that they want to throw ■ 
out the thing, but keep sitting ' 
before it, because they think | 
that they may miss something j 
worth watching or amusing. i 
,M1 they see is a siring of | 
inanities and hails of hollow | 
hilarilv by a ghosi audience j 
which means even laughing is i 
done by someone else. i 

Many sensible ones ! 
wonder whv they squander so ; 
much time watching the ! 
cultural fitter the cables 
collectively throw at them. I 
They have a sneaking feeling i 
that they have partially iost the i 
ability to think for themsedves. I 
Ihey have become captive ' 
viewers of entertaining comic ; 
programmes. Often they laugh ! 
snecringly at them rather than j 
with them | 

However, thev find the ; 


commercials visually 
attractive, though sans 
commonsensc. Most are an 
insult to the intelligence and i 
suppose viewers have bad j 
taste and breath, healths and ! 
poor food habits unless, of | 
course, they use a particular j 
brand of tooth paste, tonic or a ; 
soft drink. You can eat cricket, ■ 
sleep cricket but you must | 
drink.... Here are more i 
samples of the insults hurled j 
at the viewers’ intelligence, i 

The use of one particular | 
soap makes you look like a : 
sexy film star Or the use of j 
cream whitewashes your 
complexion Take a tablet with 
a glass of water and you can 
cure an ache in a jiffy. Or you 
become healthy and handsome 
by bathing with a iitasciiliiic | 
brand of soap. 

You may find it hard to 
agree that a healthy boy gets a 
bad cold because he is 
drenched in rain. Boys at that 
age are hardy and not dolls i 
wrapped in cotton. Arc you | 


making the boy a sissy? Never ■ 
mind 

The slightest scratch on 
the body is a health hazard to ' 
be looked alter inimi'dialely. 
Tailiire to apply particular ; 
ointmentor taking a pill brings ! 
disaster to the fanuly health It : 
matters a hell of a lot it you da : 
not buy a particular brand ot , 
tomato ketchup which has no . 
'kiuUiii' in it. 

This commercial culture 
makes you believe that two ■' 
spoons of a tonic convert a J 
limp, lazy man into a work ] 
fiend, a bumbling husband ' 
giving full throated praise to a ! 
washing powder or a flashy 
shirt or underwear makes the j 
woman fall for the wearer. j 

The height is touched ; 
when a young girl 
innoccntlyf?) utters "Siifi 
kiicch iJliiklita hiti" sending the 
semi-exposed models to a 
covering spree. They can 
cover the exposed anatomy 
but cannot cover the working 
of unclean minds. 
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.S'*: 


The CoMEETmoN Master has stood with young people for over 39 
years, helping them through competitive examinations and preparing 
them for IMe. k has, through the yrars, introduced innovative addi¬ 
tions, encouraged reader participation and provided a forum for the 
youth aspiring for higher goals. As a result, it has continued to gain 
the trust of people all over the country. 

We now announce our ftr&t National Fellowships for our read¬ 
ers. Five fellowships of the value of Rs. 10,000 each will be award¬ 
ed to encourage young people and to enable them to pursue an 
activity of their choice. In addition, they can look forward to 
national recognition throu^ the pages of The Competition Master. 

Six coupons will be published in issues of the magazine, from 
August 1998 to January 1999, each containing three questions. You have to 
collect all the six coupons, answer the questions on them, and send them all together, after 
December 15, 1998. Your entry should reach us before January 31, 1999. You also have to write an essay 
of 300 words on a topic to be announced in January 1999 issue. 

Entries will be evaluated by a panel of judges appointed by the Editor. The Competition Master and fellowships will 
be avrarded on the basis of all-correct answers on the coupons as well as the essay. The decision of the judges will 
be final and no correspondence will be entertained. 

Rules and Regulations 

1. There Is no entry he. 2. Incomplete or illegible entries shall be disquilHIed. 3. The winners shall be deaded by a panel of judges appointed by the Editor. The 
Competition Master, whose decblon will be final and binding. 4. No correspondence or queries in this subject will be entertained. S. The essay shall become the 
property of The Competition Master who shall be free to use it m any manner that it deems fit without any obiigation or rights to anyone. 6, The names of the 
winners will be published in the March 1999 issue of The Competition Master. 7. The employees and relativas of The Competition Master, their agents and fami¬ 
lies shall not be eligible to participate. 8. Any dispute arising on account of this contest are subject to Chandiprh jurisdiction only. 9. The fellowship programme is 
open to all Indian residents in age group of 16-24 years. A certificate from school/collegc cenihring age and class studying in will be required to be sent along with 
the entry. 10. Thu essay can be written in English or Hindi- 11. A colour passport site photograpli with name wiitcen on the back is required to be sent alongwith 
the entry 12. The word limit fc>r essay is 300 words. This could be typed or written neady on one side of paper. 13, All the six coupons, with ■nserors to 
questions on them, alongwith the Essay, photograph and certHIcata of age have Co be received together by January 31, 1999. 14. Use only on^- 
nal coupons published in The Competiuon Master issues dated August 1998 to January 1999. Photocopies, fax or typed coupons are invalid. 15. AN entries should 
be sent to : Fellowship Programme, The Competition Master, 126. Industrial Area - I, Chandigarh-160 002. 16. The Competition Master will not be 
responsible for any postal delays or loss in transit. 
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Coupon #1. 9?, #3 and #4 wore printed in previcieS’three issues in i.asi? ynu nVins.-yd o.it you r. k. g. * your c ipirc nd nij 
Rs 20 00 per issue, by Money Order or Bank Dinlt tc. THE ('OMPFTiTlON MASTER. '?r,. Artva-l ' i. sso ftijy 





















The eeneration fiap- 
Selectad Eatries 

ThtonM on Qonorafion ^op c w o t od ipiilo o itiR^iMi racofvod loHtis Irani youngiiin front oU owtr IndlOi lirillnQ friMrooporitnoii ond supQotlinQ how 
thbigi oouM bo improrad. Wo pufaKih hora iomo no loh l o viowpoinli. Wo hopo that Iho raoparaot howo hoipod ipWoiAmtliM'yoOng mind and that IbO'pmb- 
iom couM bo rahod in oi loost lonio bmiKoi. Wb Ihonk our raodon and brak forurard to Ihoir pgrtici p otion n ibo tiort ra rtto i t, wMkb wiK bo onnounood won. 


SwaM Chouhon 
is In Chus 12 
and Is boon to 
do toumalism 
and wants to 
' boconra an 

■Brsni 

In Gwalior. 

AAost parenis are loo pro- 
tediva and rigid. However, indi- 
vidualHy and independence is an 
inevitable port of growing up. 
Nobody con rernoin little for the 
whole life, which parents seem to 
forget. I think that both sides 
hove to be realistic and under¬ 
stand that events must take their 
own path. How can you ever 
imprison time? 

E. Jonartha- 
nan Is doing 
hisBJLin 
Economics in 
Coimbatore 
and wants to 
be an IAS 
officer. 

My father was an excep¬ 
tion. He never interfered in 
anything I did, from choosing 
clothes to other things. At the 
same time, he created an 
awareness about our culture 
and troditions. I feel that par¬ 
ents have a crucial part to 
play because if they impose 
their views, it would result 
in the generation gap. 
Instead, we should under¬ 
stand that every youngster 
is a human being and must 
experiment and learn for 
himself. It would not do 
any good if he is to live 
somebody else's life. 



SomyaSood 
has done her 
graduallen in 
Commerce 
and is new 
doing her low. 
She lives In 
Patiala. 

Generation gap arises when 
the child turns sixteen. If not 
checked in time, it will only 
widen. Unfortunately, in our soci¬ 
ety, it is regarded os something 
frivolous. Though communication 
could bo a way of solving the 
problem, for parents it just 
means bullying the child. 
Stubborn youngsters ore com¬ 
mon, but stubborn parents ore 
equally common. The two gener¬ 
ations almost represent different 
cultures. The best thing for them 
to do is to imagine themselves in 
the other's shoes. If both under¬ 
stand the thinking and state of 
the other, perhaps there would 
be a better understanding of the 
problem. 

Siddharth 
Bajabfrom 
Calcutta, Is a 
graduate In 
' comiiMitc Olid 
vrants to 
become a 

^ businessman. 

Generation gap hos affect¬ 
ed me greatly. Since childhood 
I wos very reserved and hardly 
spoke to my parents. I was 
unable to discuss personal mat¬ 
ters with them; I hod never 
done it, so how could I do it 
now? As I started to communi¬ 
cate, things started easing and 
we are able to discuss things 


openly now. I feel that in order 
to bridge the generation gap, 
both generations have to come 
closer, communicate and 
understand each other. 


Sushlla 
Jeswanl Ihres 
In Jabalpur. 
She has dene 
her ■ A and 
wants to be a 
business 


Very often I felt my heart burn¬ 
ing at various orders heaped upon 
me and the various restrictions. My 
heart used to be iillad with an 
unknown fear when my parents 
stared at me suspiciously vvhenever I 
talked to n^ friends on the phone. 
While I did BA I used to hear sar¬ 
castic remarks of my parents, 'Had 
you chosen RMT, you would hove 
been 0 doctor.' 

In adolescence, such 
instances broke my heart and I 
felt very insecure. There was no 
one who could understand my 
joys, sorrows, dreams and anxi¬ 
eties. This spoiled my childhood 
and could hmre been prevented if 
only parents had been more 
understanding and trustful. 

G.S. Luthra is 
doing his com¬ 
puter engi¬ 
neering in 
Pune. He wants 
tobecomea 
good software 
p rofes s ional. 

If we vrant all our wishes 
fulfilled, we have to show some 
responsibility towards our par¬ 
ents. After all, they are the ones 


who helped us when we were 
young. We should enjoy life, but 
keep the expectations of our par¬ 
ents firmly in mind. 



M 


Priyaclarshlhl 
Lepamudra is 
doing her B.Sc. 
In Bhubanesh¬ 
war, Orissa. 

She has set her 
eyes <Mi Civil 
Services. 

Like others, my parents too 
have nagging habits. I think that 
parents have to make an effort to 
understand their children. They 
should not consider failure as 
fatal and success as final, but 
teach children to work sincerely 
and patiently. Having small 
jokes, arranging family picnics, 
going to cinema and celebrating 
small parties will go about build¬ 
ing better relations omong par¬ 
ents and children. 

t AmrIta Bose Is 
doing M.Sc. In 
EcoiMmlcs from 
Calcutta 
Universily and 
I wants to join 

Most youngsters ore proud of 
the Indian cuHure. Porenb should 
guide their diildien; but for heaven's 
sake stop imposing outdated belieb 
and ideas. Most parents ore to busy 
oiticising that they do not have o 
word of praise or encourage¬ 
ment. This vrould, of course, 
moke 0 l(ri of difference and 
result in better relations among 
parents and children. But who 
will guide the parents? 
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1. arcane: (a) pleasant (b) 
bitter (c) sensual {d) mys¬ 
terious. 

2. bedrock: (a) rolling 
stone (b) voting right (c) basic 
facts (d) backdoor entry. 

3. contrition: (a) rcbellion 

(b) repentance (e) repression (d) 
responsibility. 

4. dialectics: (a) investi¬ 
gating truth (b) investigating 
agency (c) testing times (d) 
suspicious character. 

5. eulogy; (a) praise (b) 
confirmation (c) definition (d) 
reservation. 

6. fib; (e) boast (b) tell lies 

(c) speak rudely (d) arrange 
witnesses. 

7. gaggle: (a) defiance (b) 
revolution (c) flock (d) solitude. 

8. heebie-jeebies; (a) spiri¬ 
tual delight (b) pleasant surprise 
(r) shocking news (d) nervous 
fear. 

9. insidious: (n) generous 
(b) deceitful (r) frank (d) greedy. 

10. jaunt; (a) excursion (b) 
expression (c) excitement (d) 
examination. 


ANSWERS 

1. arcane: (d) mysterious, 

' secret. 

i • —Not surprisingly to a 
I layman Sanskrit is the language 
; of arcani' philosophy. 

' 2. bedrock: (c) basic facts or 

I principles. 

—Coalition governments at 
the Centre have become the 
j bedrock of governance in India. 

3. contrition: (b) repen- 

HHBSHMRnBHIHSHHS 


ll: kaleidoscopic: (a) stupid 
(b) intelligent (c) colourful (d) 
graceful. 

12. livid: (a) handsomely 
rewarded (b) naturally beauti¬ 
ful (c) awkwardly explained (d) 
furiously angry. 

13. mayhem: (a) violence (b) 
virtue (r) valour (d) vitality. 

14. non-chalant: (a) serious 
(b) hostile (c) indifferent (d) 
friendly. 

15. obstreperous; (a) calm 
(b) dangerous (c) naughty (d) 
noisy. 

16l pussy-foot:(a) act boldly 
(b) act rashly (c) act belatedly (d) 
act timidly. 

17. reprisal: (a) forgiveness 
(b) revenge (c) refusal (d) merit. 

18. snoop: (a) investigate (b) 
invite (c) invoke (d) injure. 

19. trump-card: (a) weak 
point (b) turning point (r) 
narrow outlook (d) valuable 
resource. 

20. vis-a-vis: (a) in 
cumpari-son with (b) in relation 
to (c) with reference to (d) in 
response to. 


tance, deep regret. 

—No amount of LViilrilioii 
could save the reputation of the 
Chief Executive of the State. 

4. dialectics: (a) investi- 
galing or testing truth. 

—in poetry there is always 
an unresolved dialeclics between 
the intended text and the 
realized text. 

5. eulogy: (a) praise, 
compliment. 

—Her latest film has 


brought eulopes from the critics. 

6. fib: (b) tell lies, say 
untrue things. 

— Even the mmt powerful 
men in the world had a fling 
with some silly girl and then 
fibbed about it. 

7. gaggle; (c) flock, group. 

—The leader failed to 

stimulate the tired minds of the 
goggle of sycophants she calls a 
political party. 

8. heebie-jeebies: (d) 

nervous fear. * 

—The latest book on 
siipernaturalism is a good mire 
of educative information and 
some preify basic animated 
attempts to give the users the 
proverbial heebie-jeebies. 

9. insidious: (b) deceitful, 
treacherous. 

—Ho had insidiously 
wormed (established) his way 
into her affections. 

10. jaunt: (a) excursion, 
short-journey. 

—The foreign jaunt of the 
mayor has cost the corporation 
a few lakhs for no obvious gain 
to the latter, 

11. kaleidoscopic; (c) 
colourful, varying 

— His paintings are a kalei- 
dosai/acdescnption of the landscape 
that is so nch in flora and fauna. 

12. livid: (d) furiously angry 

—He would be livid if he 

found out what you arc domg here. 

13. mayhem: (a) violence, 
destruction. 

—She was loved by all until 
the riots broke out and there was 
mayhan all around. 


14. non-chalant: (c) indif¬ 
ferent, casual 

—Both people and press 
are angry with the State 
administration over its non¬ 
chalant approach to the fury of 
floods that has caused'wide¬ 
spread damage. 

I.S. ostreperous: (d) noisy, 
unruly. 

—The ostrejierous conduct 
of children in the party was a 
poor reflection on their 
upbringing and education. 

16. pussy-foot; (d) act ti¬ 
midly or cautiously. 

—There is no room to 
jiussy foot about developments 
in our neighbourhood where 
religious fundamentalism has 
established firm rtxits. 

17. reprisal: (b) revenge, 
retaliation. 

— Having taken re/irisals 
against terrorism, the govern- 
nent has shown to the world 
that it means business when 
national interests are involved, j 

18. snoop; (a) investigate t 

—In order ti' lay hands on 1 

some latest scam or scandal, ! 
journalists keep snoi'inng | 
around government offices or i 
officials i 

19. trump-card: (d) valuable 
resource 

—I'inally she played her | 
trunij’ card and threatened to j 
resign. 

20. vis-a-vis: (a) in 
comparison with. 

—Women's salaries are low 
vis-a-vis what men earn for the 
same work. 
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Internet—Child of the Cold War 


This Memh's URL Ust 
Coraw: 

http://wwMr.hlt.com/oppmg.htm 
Managemant Careers at HLL, one 
of the largest Indian companies 


http://WMrw.ballysagoo.com 
For alt Bally Sagoo fans. The 
official website 


Cerperola; 

htlp://WMrw.wipio com 
India's leading IT group and a 
comprehensive site 

Indian: 

hltp;/^rww.redlfindia.com 
Perhaps the first Indian website. 
And an award winner 

Outragooits; 

http://www.sonline.com/Hot/ 

AiManls/OacaraSB/nanicfindat. 

Mmtfd.nght.bl 

You can help Steven Spielberg 
vent his frustration about Amistad 
getting shut out of the Academy 
awards by playing ‘Sink thoTHsinic'’ 


T he Cold War is over. At least for now. And 
it has left the world with a lot of ugly scars. 
But cvimpetition between the US and 
Russia during that periixi has also resulted in 
some of the most innovative technology. The Star 
Wars programme is one such example. But while 
Star Wars failed miserably in what it had set out 
to achieve, some of the technology derived from 
that programme has found uses in many differ¬ 
ent fields. However, a l(*s,ser known programme 
by the US Department of Defence resulted in 
whal we know today as the Internet. 

During the mid 1960s, the US military had 
heavy teliana* on computer technology. Now 
these computers might not have U-on as power¬ 
ful as those we have today, but n>search and 
development in this area was of vital concern for 
the military. Even during those day.s, computer 
networks were used to exchange critical data. 
But besides its benefits, it posed a serious prob¬ 
lem. Whal if the network installation was 
attacked by the enemy? Or a .single computer 
malfunctioned? That would bring down the 
entire network and the military's effectiveness 
would be seriously affected. The US Department 
of Defence wanted a solution that even if one or 
more computers in the network shut down, the 
network would still be functional. 

Thus was bom, ARl’Anet, sometime in 1970. 
ARPAnet would go on to form whal we today 
know as the Internet. The main features ol 
ARPAnet, besides being immune to individual 
computer failures were: 

lire ARPAnet was not just a network, but a 
network ot networks. 

The system was such that computers with 
vastly varying hardware and software platforms 
could be on the same network. 

The network was lault-tolerant in that it 
could automatically reroute information annind 
dysfunctional parts of the network. 

All computers were required to use 
TCP/IP as a common language for commu¬ 
nication between different hardware on 
each computer. 

ARPAnet is after all the seed of the Internet. 
The modem Internet infrastructure is built 
almost entirely amund the technologies and 
infrastructure o' the ARPAnet. Wfith this perspec¬ 
tive in mind, let's try to find answers to a few 
basic questions which must be running through 
your mind. 

What is the Internet? 

A Network of Networks of Computers. Period. 
What is a Network? 

Tail or more computers linked together through 


any communication medium (such as coaxial cable, 
microwave, fibre-optic cable) in order lo interchange 
files or messages. Computers on a network talk to each 
other through common languages, which are called 
protocols. TCP/IP is one such protocol. Though you 
need not remember il, hut TCP/IP stand for 
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol. 
And each computer on such a TCP/IP network has a 
unique name so that other computers can identify il 
when they want to talk lo it. This name is called the 
TCP/IP or IP address of that computer. Therefore 
every computer on the Internet has a unique TCP/IP 
address. And that's millions of addresses!!! 

Where is the Internet? 

everywhere! 

Who owns il? All entities. Hardware, 
Bandwidth and Data aa* three critical comptv 
nents and each is controlled by their respective 
owners. There is no collective ownership in the 
true sense. 

What is its language? 

TCP/IP 

Yes, but how do vou make nonnal comput¬ 
ers talk TCP/IP? 

Put the appropriate TCP/IP software in the 
system, which is usually free. 

Nobody. 

Then, who controls it? 

Individual components of the network an’ con- 
Irolled hy indh'idiial. How can I connei t the Inicrnet? 

All you have lo do is network lo ■ computer 
which IS already on the liileniel. The most coin'iion 
way of doing that is through the phone wire (since il 
is already there and you need not lay new wires) lo a 
computer designated fin the explicit purpose of allow¬ 
ing others to connect to the Internet This computer is 
calk'd a host oi a gateway. Typically one city would 
have a few gateways (a small city might hime one, a 
larger one might haw sroeral). But we'll talk avoid 
hmo to actually gel an Internet connection in a subse¬ 
quent issue. 

Whal can I do with the Internet? 

Ctcl connected to about 12 crore other Internet 
users on this planet. And share messages, files 
and other injormation with them. Get access lo 
at least 30 crore pages of information, which is 
not only media-rich (i.e, contain photographs, 
sound, animalion and video) but also cover top¬ 
ics of every interest. 

We will elaborate on these answers over the next 
few issMW. But it's important to remember that things 
which appear complicated are sometimes the most 
simple. While, the actual nuts and bolts of how the 
Internet works and operates in incredibly complex and 
intricate, the fundamentals are as simple as what w 
have seen jusi now. 
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ESSAY-WRITING 


Woids Detimifliie Peisonalitv 


! There is a story of a painter who went ' 
j rounds, came to a village upon whose ■ 
sign-board he had an eye as it had been 1 
. poorly done. One day, he reached the .spot | 

: and found the sign-board already re-done i 
: He saw it with disgust and said, "This ; 

looks as if someone had been doing it j 
•, himself!" | 

This sentence liolds within ilselt the : 

' key to the whole mystery of essay-writing. 
An essay is something which someone | 
does himself. The im|iortant thing is not 
. tlie subject (as it can he anytliing) but the ' 
i firrsiiimliti/. 

f’ersonalitv to the essay is not learnt ■ 

; by a sliifling of data (though important) ; 
but the usage of words. If is the words ■ 
wbicli gi\'e glow to the idea, the warnith 
to the abstract notions. Tacts, figures in the 
essay are the hones, thi-skeleton, the words • 
are the llesh. An essay which has all hones 

■ is a mere skeleton. Words, apt and springy, 
provide the tlesh which bind the hones 
together. 

Itenscni, the famous essay-writer has 
put it like this: "It must i oncern itselt with 
something smelt heard, seen, perceived, 
mveiiied, thought, hut the essential tiling . 
is that the writer shall have formed his 
own impression and that it shall have 
taken shape m his own nvnd; and the 
charm ot the essay depends upon the ; 
mind w'hich, in turn, depeiuls upon the 
words used " 

Most aspiring writers (of essayi 
fail on this count. Tlu'\ become either 
too intrllectuai or philosophical, 
setioiis or humorous hut they forget , 
oncthing; the subji-cl should he well 
comprehended, felt and expressed with , 
a certain gusto. 

The writer goes on to stress that all ; 
action in gcxid writing lies in words—the 

■ greater your understanding and feel for 
the words, the greater your sureess. l or 

! this, Benson recommends what is railed 
1 


"going to the root". j 

Words are leaves which come from | 
branches that stem from the trunk. The j 
trunk has rcHiis. Look for if and you sec* ; 
the wonders of the language*. j 

Supper. Menu. We have cheese, 1 
lettuce, tomato, and salad, sherbet, ecKoa, i 
coffee, tea and dessert. We know the ! 
names of the foods—good "T.nglish" ; 
words. At the same time, we are using ] 
words derived from different languages. 

Slipper, menu, lettuce, salad, and 
dessert come from the French. Ciieese was 
originally Latin Tomato is Mexican 
Indian. Sherbet and coffee are Turkish. 
Cocoa is Spanish, and tea is Chinese. Drink 
is Anglo-Saxon. 

More than anv other language, 
linglishisa languageolcombinations For 
centuries, it has been adding good words 
from other languages The spelling may 
be changed a little, and the pronunciation, 
loo. 

Of the old w'cirds that hav e been 
in l-.nglish for Cf^nturies, over half are 
descended from the old T.nglish 
ancestor, Anglo-Saxon .Ahmil third 
have come from l.alin, The rest have 
been taken oxer from oilier 
languages 

For instanee, a bouquet ol spring 
flowers includes several language-. To 
begin with, bouquet and flower are both 
French wonis. The name ot lilac is Arabic 
1 he tulip is Dutch Violet is a spring flo-vet 
not often included m bouquets—the 
dandelion, from dent dc lion, or "lion's 
tooth". 

Let's take a look at clothes. |acket is 
I'rench, and trousers are Irish. Our 
ensemble is French, as is our hcret. When 
we speak of a shawl, we use a Persian 
word. Turban is Turkish, and sash is 
Arabic. 

On our feet, we may ivcar mcKcasins, 
from the Indian, or bnigiics, from the Irish. 


Dimity and muslin are Italian. Satin and 
cotton arc French. C'.ingham is a Malayan 
word. 

Many of our everyday words about 
music come from foreign lands. The 
wait? is a German name; Ihi opera is 
Italian; polka is C/.cch; and mazurka is 
Polish. Tango is imported from Sp^iin by 
way of the Argentine. The mambo may 
come from a Zulu word, meaning 
"snake". 

Many musical terms are Italian, as are 
tile names oi musical instruments The 
lombone, violin, and piano an* Italian. The 
Irumpel and bugle are Trench; and the 
giiitai’ IS Spanish. 

In our living room, we may have a 
sola, which is Arabic; a divan, which is 
Persian; or a Trench chaise longue. For 
some storms, ive have Spanish w'ords: 
liurricane and tornado. The almanac thal 
lells about Ihe weather is Arabic. When 
it rains, vve cari'v an umbrella—in 
Italian. 

In winter time, our lavourife .sport 
nia\' he skiing, a Norwegian word, or 
skating, a word Irom Old Norse. A ride on 
a tohc'ggni adds a ivord from the 
.American Indians 

When we speak, we iiften use Greek 

■ words F.ncvclopi'dia is Ijivi'l. and so is 
sophomore New scientific inventions 

■ iisuallv gef (.reek oi Lalin names, Kadio 
is Latin. 

Our gcometrv is (meek, and our 
algebra is ,\rahic—.is is chemistrv. Our 
hooks, on the I'tlier hand, are good old 
\nglo-Saxon. 

Taiglish is a mixture fri'm many lands. 
It can't be called ' pure", and it isn't 
' exclusive. The ivords I hat came from other 
! languages help us sax exact 1\ what we 
; mean. And the foreign words are now 
"good I-nglish" ’foil can find many of 

■ these derixations h\ looking in your 
dictionary. 
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Decembeit Before and After tndependenoe 


I 


Before Independence 

The long array of famous events which 
occurred during the months of December 
in die pre-independence history of India 
include establi^ment of Iklur Math by 
Swami Vivekananda on December 9, 
1898, futile attempt to blow up the train 
in wliich I Jeutenant Governor was 
travelling on December 6,1907, appoint¬ 
ment of Butler committee for satisfactory 
adjustments of economic relations be¬ 
tween Indian States and British India on 
December 16,1927, inauguration of first 
session of Constituent Assembly of India 
in New Delhi on December 9,1946. 

In this section we shall focus on the 
formation of two 'Associations' and 
criticism of the '1911 Durbar'. 

Associations 

The months of December witnessed 
1 formation of two important associations 
I which played a crucial role in the 
I political lives of India. Incidentally, in 
I the formation of both these 
I organisations Dadabhai Naoroji had 
‘ played an important role. Firstly, it was 
< the East India Association and then the 
j Indian National Congress. Dadabhai 
j Naoroji, who had been otherwise 
I travelling back and forth on business 
I between India and England during 1865 
j and 1876, formed East India Association 
1 in London on December 1,1866. The 
j scope of this association was wider 
• from that of London India Society, 
which Dadabhai had ea-dier formed 
; along witli W.C. Bonnerjee. 

I I.iiter, it was the formation of Indian 
I National Congress—-the plans for which 
j eventually materialised on December 25, 
i 1885, when 72 political leaders from 
j different parts of the country met at the 
i Sanskrit College, Bombay under the 
I inspiration of A.O. Hume. Prominent 
j amongst pioneers included Dadabhai 
I Naoroji, Justice Ranadc, Feroze Shah 
j Mehta, k.T. Telang, Badruddin Tyal^i, G. 


Subramanya Iyer, S. Subramanya Iyer, 
Ananda Charu, Surendranath Banerjee, 
Anand Mohan Bose. The first meeting 
was presided over by W.C. Botmerjee. 
Notably, Dadabhai Naoroji became 
Congress president thrice, in 1886, 1893 
and 1906. 

1911 Durbar 

On December 12,1911, Delhi wit¬ 
nessed the organisation of a great 
Durbar—the third Durbar in the pres¬ 
ence of George V and the Queen. It was 
during this Durbar that the King 
Emperor, George V, made historic 
announcement about the transfer of 
Capital of India from Delhi to Calcutta. 
However, the Durbar evoked vehement 
criticism from Indian as well as foreign 
press. For instance. The Irish World of 
New York, on December 16,1911, 
criticised the huge expenditure spent 
on Durbar when thousands were dying 
in India due to famine and plague. The 
Bande Mataram forecast the doom of the 
English rule as 'Delhi has always 
destroyed the race which presumes to 
celebrate its pageants within its walls 
I for three generations'. 

I 

I After Independence 
j Prominent amongst the events which 
! took place during the months of Decem¬ 
ber, in the post-independence history of 
India, include: U.N. Dhebar becoming 
President of INC on December 10, 
1954 following the resignation by 
Prime Minister Jawahar Lai Nehru; 
Governir. nt of India's taking over 
i Salar Jung Museum on December 2, 
1958; Yahya Khan accepting conditions 
laid down by India to end 14 days old 
Indo-Pak war on December 17,1971; 
Lok Sabha passing Poll Reforms Bill 
towards 'lowering voting age' on 
j December 15, 1988; and pulling down 
of 430-year old Babri Masjid in 
I Ayodhya on December 6, 1992. 


In this section we shall focus on some I 
of the events pertaining to 'Indian i 
Defence' and 'Indian Broadcasting'. j 

I 

Defence Services ! 

December witnessed the rolling-out of j 
first Indian-made tank, the Vijayanta, j 

on December 12, 1965, commissioning ! 
of first Indian Submarine, INS Kalvari, i 
on December 8,1967, commissioning | 

of INS Godavari —the first fully indig- | 
enously designed frigate—on Decern- ' ‘ 
ber 10, 1983, induction of MIG 29, an 
all-weather multi-purpose interceptor, 
in lAF, on December 6, 1987. While ; 

Captain L.J.S. Matharu of Army Ser- ! 
vice Corps created a record by carry¬ 
ing 30 persons on a single 350 cc 
Bullet on December 7, 1990, Indian ■ 

Air Force inducted into its Flying : 

Branch the first batch of seven women 
pilots on December 17, 1994. 

■*. I 

Indian Broadcasting 

Among Sardar Patel's main concerns as ' 

! Minister of Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing was rapid quantitative and qualita¬ 
tive expansion of All India Radio. A 
I beginning to this effect was made with 
the setting up a station at Jalandhir, 
and then on December 1,1947 
the Jammu station. Later, besides 
witnessing opening of stations like 
Mangalore station on December 26, 

1976, tlie months of December were 
also marked by the introduction of 
innovative progranjmes such as broad¬ 
casting of Hindi lessons from Non- 
Hindi stations on December 18, 1949, 
starting of Radio Newsreels on Decem¬ 
ber 8, 1955, starting of Tibetan 
programmes in the External Services on i 
December 15, 1956, and institutional¬ 
ization of five awards to encourage 
children's Programme, Rural 
Programme, Educational programme. 
Drama and Music-Dance, on December 
31, 1982. 
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SECTION A 

Time allowed : One Hour 


PART-1 

Directions Q1-9: Read the passage below and select the best 
choice from the options 

Passage I 

Bangladesh is probably the world leader in non-governmental 
organisations, NGOs, perhaps because economically it is near the bottom 
of the heap. The 20,000 or so NGOs there operate mainly in the country's 
86,000 villages, providing education, health, small loans and agricultural 
developmeni far more efficiently than the corrupt and inefficient government. 
Yet, while outsiders have lavished praise on the NGOs, Bangladeshis 
themselves are ambivalent. Some tear the organisations are becoming a 
parallel State, financed by foieigners and accountable to nobody. 

Most of the foreign money (around $ 250 m a year) goes to a handful 
of famous NGOs such as the Grameen Bank, the Bangladesh Rural 
Advancement Comrifittee (BRAG), Proshika and the Association for Social 
Advancement. These are among the biggest rural-development organisations 
in the world, and they have an awesome reach. 

BRAG alone has 19,000full-time employees, 34.000 part-time teachers, 
and 2.3 m members (96% female) in 66,000 villages. Its schools admit only 
those who do not attend or have dropped out of govemrrrent schools, and 


at least 70% of these must be girls. It hires teachers from each village, 
of whom 96% are women without teaching qualifications. They run schools 
in rented thatched huts, set neither exams nor homework, and have flexible 
school hours that enable children to work in the fields with their parents, 
reducing the incentive to drop out. Teachers are paid 600 taka (S12) a 
month and reach children that government teachers (paid six times as 
much) cannot. 

The Grameen Bank has pioneered small loans to the poor. Gommerical 
banks say it is too risky to make loans of around $100 to people without 
assets. But Grameen organises borrowers into groups which guarantee a 
loan to any member (exerting peer pressure for repayment). Its repayment 
rale is over 95%. Other NGOs have followed this route, and now more than 
6 m poor people (almost all women) have obtained small loans for shops, 
sewing machines, chicken farming and the like. 

Micro-credit is one reason for the fall in poverty in Bangladesh, from 
59% of the population in 1991 -92 to 53% in 1995-96. A more important 
reason is the attention to women that NGOs have given. By directing 
education, jobs and credit at women, the NGOs have created a social 
revolution in a conservative Muslim society. This is mainly why the fertility 
rate in Bangladesh has crashed from 6.1 births per woman in 1980 to 3.4 
births today. It is expected to decline to 2.5 births by 2010.The mullahs 
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hate NGOs for eroding the traditional male-dominated structure, and 
occasionally attack their offices. 

Resentment also comes from politicians, bureaucrats and leftists, all 
of whose shortcomings have been exposed by the success of NGOs. Left- 
wing critics accuse NGOs of exploitative rates of interest; BRAG charges 
15%. Grameen up to 22%. Yet the high rate of repayment is the best 
evidence of affordability. In fact, in labour-intensive work, interest charges 
are a small proportion of total costs. 

Politicians complain that NGOs have money and power without 
accountability, embezzle foreign funds and cook their books. The NGOs 
reply that their accounts are audited, and sometimes not just in Bangladesh 
but also, to SJilisfy donors, by auditors abroad. They say toey are accountable 
both to donors and the villagers they serve. The easy availability of donor 
funds has encouraged some crooks to set themselves up as NGOs. But 
corruption among NGOs is a trickle compared to the rivers in government. 

1 Why IS Bangladesh probably the world leader in NGOs? 

(a) it is a very poor country 

(b) the NGOs operate in 86,000 villages 

(c) the government is corrupt 

(c/l the NGOs arc doing a social service 

2 The NGOs are not universally liked because: 

I. they are becoming a parallel State 
il the mullahs hate them 
III they are accountable to nobody 

(a) I & 11 (b) I & III 

(c) I, II & III (dj none of the above 

3 The success of BRAG can be attributed to: 

(a) it has 19.000 employees and 34,000 teachers 

(b) il hires teachers from villages 

(c) It has at least 70% girls in schools 
(ci) it has enormous reach 

4 The point about payment of wages is given to prove 

(a) how less they are paid 

(b) to contrast with government teachers 

(c) to show their effectiveness 

(d) to show that government teachers are overpaid 

5 The Grameen Bank has been successful because: 

(at il gives loans to risky borrowers 

(b) II has broker, the monopoly of commercial banks 

(c) Its repayment rate IS 95% 

(d) it has changed the system of guarantee 

6 Since NGOs charge 15-22% rale of interest, we can say that' 

(a) they arc exploitative 

(b) die like any other bank 

(c) are justified because borrowers do not mind 

(d) none of the above 

7 Tlis author mentions lour groups' 1. mullahs, 2. politicians, 3 
buroavicrats and 4. leftists Match their objections with the groups, given 
that the ob|ections are; A. high rate of interest, B. exposure of inefficiency. 
C empowering women and D. power without accountability. 

(a) ABGD (b) GDBA 

(d, BDCA (d DGBA 

8. What IS the tone of the article'^ 

(a) critical of NGOs 

(b) sympathetic towards NGOs 

(c) neutral 

(dj none cf the above 

9. What does the author feel about the fact that some NGOs are 
crooks'? 


(a) it is a senous probiem 

(b) It is a small problem 

(c) il is not a problem at all 

(d) it needs to be guarded against 

Directions for Q10-16: Read the passage and select the best 
choice from the options: 

Passage II 

The symbolism of ritual can sometimes be so enchanting in itself, 
that we forget what it embodies. At no time does this paradox manifest 
itself more sharply than during these autumn weeks, when Hindu 
devolionalism reaches its annual crescendo in a series of pujas. The 
worshipper is especially prone to excess now, and intimations of the 
spiritual quest are hard to find among the bright lamps, the loud fireworks, 
the prerecorded invocations and the fanciful images that make up the bulk 
of the celebration. 

Many present-day Hindus seem unaware that the celebration has 
classically been conceived here as a'solemn festivity'.This paradox arises 
from the Hindu conviction that the phenomenal world is a lila' a play of 
names and forms through which the fragmentary self must pass to reach 
the bliss of wholeness that is believed to lie beyond. 

In mediaeval Bhakti-Sufi devolionalism, this passage was dramatised 
as the sell's yearning lor communion with God. The metaphor of colour 
as the sign of communion between lever and Beloved, worshipper and deity, 
occurs in such compositions as "You who are my divine Lover,/dye me in 
your own hue./My mantle and my Beloved's turban./dye them both the 
yellow shade of spring, my Love,/dye me in your own hue." 

This plaintive adoration suggests a view of the Divine as ttie Other, 
the opposite pole of the self: this is a widespread view of the numan/Divine 
relationship But quite another picture of the self and ils connection with 
the Divine emerges from the classical Hindu understanding of the puja. It 
is encoded in the enigmatic and seemingly impossible mandate laid down 
for the vrarshipper in Bhaskararaya's commentary "God shall be worstiipped 
by none but God." 

What can thi^possibly mean, the perplexed Hindu worshipper of 
today may well ask as he goes to his puja. The iiddle reminds him that 
the puja IS not merely an entertainment with flowers and incense and 
chanting; it is the occasion for entering into a slate of dhyana c; visionary 
attention, the goal of which is samadhi, the union of the Divine that has 
been split into consciousness and nature 

The puja, correctly undertaken, is an experience of commmglcd 
wonder and terror: it involves the awakening cf the godlike nature within 
oneself, the establishment of an identity with the Divine When the 
worshipper steps into the ritual circle, ho begins to eliminate his lower 
nature (or self) and allows his higher nature (or Self) to shine forth Of this 
transformation, the Bnhadaranyaka Upanishad(\ 4.8) notes "Sowhoever 
v/orships another divinity than his Self, thinking, ‘He is one, 1 am another’, 
knows not." 

In its inner conception, therefore, the pu/a is not the simple-minded 
adoration of a deity who exists beyond the horizon, ft is an arousal of the 
individual jiva into an awareness of the divinity latent within all creatures' 
an alma-yajna, a sacrifice of the self to the Self, 

The ritual of the puja—the. careful formal preparations, the attention 
to details of perfonmance—ts not an end in itself, but only a way of clarifying 
and focusing the dhyana that leads to samadhi. To the adept, the ritual is 
a prop that may eventually be dispensed with, lest it acquire importance 
in itself and oecome an impediment to the spiritual quest 

Unfortunately, most worshipoers are quite happy to stop at the 
impedimenta; and these are so appealing as aesthetic exercises that it is 
easy to toiget their actual function in the act of worship, which is to lead 
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US to the sacred mystery that Rilko invokes through the archaic torso of 
Apollo:'There is no part of it/that does not see you. You must change your 
life." 

10. Why do we forget what a ritual embodies? 

(a) because the worshipper is prone to excess 

(b) intimations of spiritual quest are hard to find 

(c) symbolism of ritual can be very enchanting in itself 
(4 none of the above 

11. The Hindus are convinced that: 

(a) the world is a lila through which the self has to pass 

(b) the celebration should be a ‘solemn festivity' 

(c) there is a bigger aim in life 
(cO none of the above 

12. How is the lover and the worshipper the same? 

(a) they are both dyed in the same colour 

(b) the human and divine are opposite poles of the self 

(c) they are not the same 

(c^ it contradicts the Hindu understanding of puja 

13 What does “God shall be worshipped by none but God” means? 

(a) that puja is not merely an entertainment 

(b) entering into a state of dhyana 

(c) only similar beings can worship each other 

(d) the worshipper unites with the divine 

14. The correct significance of puja is: 

(a) an experience of commingled wonder and terror 

(b) awakening of godlike nature in oneself 

(c) establishment of an identify with the divine 

(cO elimination of lower nature lor higher nature to shine 

15 The ritual of puja' 

I. leads to samadhi 

II is a prop that is eventually dispensed with 

III is ?n alma yajna 

(a) I & II (b) II & III 

(c) I & III (d) I, II & III 

16. What would be an appropriate title for the passage? 

(«) the importaiii'f of pujn 

f(>) the meaning of puja 

((’) the ritual of puja 

((/) puja as symbolism and reality 

Directions for Q17-21: Read the passage below and select the 
best choice from the options: 

Passage III 

A zero-ended rationalism about computers is that ‘they only do what 
they are programmed to."The reasoning goes something like this: It one 
incorporates into a computer the capabillily to recognise the meaning and 
function of the symbols representing ‘two', ‘plus' and ‘equals to' then it would 
have no problem solving the equation 2 -r 2 - ? 

But how different is this really from what a child learns in grade 
school? It’s exactly the same. There can definitely be no propensity in 
certain children to be better in maths than others since anthmetic even at 
a lowly human level is, alter ail, only an acquired trait and acquired t'aits 
are not inherited. 

Similarly, if a computer could be made to intimately internalise the 
moves, strengths and positional advantages of pieces like the Queen or 
the Bishop, it should have no problem creaming Kasparov as it would also 
have the added advantage of number crunching to check out moves so 
many zillions of nano-seconds in advance. 

However, what has been missing so far in the environment of a 
computer and wny it required sc many avatars of IBM's Deep Blue 


programme to outwit our number one grand-master, is the role of a family 
and the nurture it provides lor a potential predisposition. This is because, 
genetically, some children could have stronger musculature to become 
better mountaineers but only when given the necessary ambient training. 
The answer therefore lies not in suddenly blitzing a supercomputer's 
hardware memory and logic banks its equivalent of musculature with the' 
rules, and strategy's of some table game but to bring it home as a baby. 

Over the years, fostered by gentle but continuous inputs it would be 
able to assimilate the secret innuendoes of a game, tor instance like bridge, 
and learn to play it with class instead of simply knowing all possible 
probabilities of a given hand to the nth card-play. 

There is no doubt that computers are the greatest innovation since 
consciousness but if they have to integrate with society and cull natural 
intelligence as opposed to the artificial variety then families in the future 
will have to rear them in their homes like kinfolk. 

17. What is zero ended rationalism? 

(a) a rationalism which always ends in 0 

(b) a reasoning which can end in a particular way only 
(di a generalisation to explain something 

(d) none of the above 

18. An example of a zero ended rationalism could be: 

(a) you do what you like 

(b) you are what you are 

(c) you are what you cat 

(d) you like what you do 

19. Why should some children be better in maths than otfiers? 

(a) they are not, since acquired traits are not inherited 

(b) they learn the ruled again and again, as Deep Blue was 
developed several times 

(c) the talent was brought out as a baby 

(d) none of the above 

20. How can computers integrate into society'^ 

(a) by knowing the secret innuendoes ol a game 

(b) by learning like children 

(cj by being reared at homo like kinfolk 

(d) none of the above 

21. The passage: 

(a) brings out the difference between humans and computers 

(b) gives a plausible argument for integrating computers with 
society 

(c) is meaningless and gives litl'e useful knowledge 

(d) IS an attempt to explain Kasparov's defeat 

Directions for Q. 22-29 : Read the passage below and select the 
best choice from the options: 

Passage IV 

The world has come a long way since Xerox Corporation first built 
anew machine called the personal computer (PC) and Steve Jobs introduced 
the Mac as the friendly alternative to the forbidding mainframes of the 
1960s and 1970^ The coming together of IBM, Intel and Microsoft in the 
early 1980s has set off a revolution that has brought the power of computing 
to the fingertips of every user across the world. From the departmental PC 
to the Local Area Network to the development of the lntemet~tho ubiquitous 
network of networks—the progress in computer and communications 
technology has been tremendous. Most people, organisations and countries 
have been influenced in one way or the other by the rapid spread of the 
Internet. 

There are over 50 million Internet users worldwide, and the world wide 
web now unites entire universities, shopping centres, entertainment sites 
and business transactions facilities into virtual communities But there is 








DECEMBER ’98 COMPETITION MASTER 435 

. yK.-; ' ■/ ' ■ • , - ' '!"■>', 


MOCK CAT PAPER 








Still a fair bit of skepticism and cynicism in the approach of many CEOs, 
marketing strategists and even some systems managers when it comes 
to going beyond the hype and developing an Internet strategy for their 
companies. Many organisations, particularly in India are still sitting on the 
fence. They prefer to wait for their overseas collaborators to take the first 
step, or go through the motions of setting up a company home page as 
their token offering to the Internet God—something everybody talks about 
but few seem to fully understand. 

The truth is that the internet is not just a faster communication 
medium for e-mail or an on-line information gathering facility, two activities 
that account for a large proportion of the time users spend on the Net. 
Correctly understood and used, it can be the new paradigm for marketing 
and corporate communications that can change the way businessmen and 
professionals perceive and transact business in the next century. But that 
will only happen if corporate planners and marketing strategists take oft 
their blinkers and look beyond traditional marketing and selling techniques 
The ground is shifting from under their feet and it's time they made the 
Internet move. The formation of virtual communities wiii mean that the role 
of traditional selling media like newspapers, television, movie theatres and 
even the average salesperson will be eroded. As we begin to depend on 
the web for information, education and entertainment, marketing will truly 
become buyer-centric, and would depend less on sales promotion budgets. 
Most successful organisations will be those that predict customer psychology 
and enable or sponsor the development of virtual communities, thereby 
ensuring access into as many communities as possible to spread their 
specific product messages. 

Among the earliest to adopt of this approach was Apple, whose 
famous E-World site has been one of the early successes in setting up 
a loyal community. Many early Indian websurfers, including movie thespian 
Shammi Kapoor will vouch for the impact of this site. Many pioneering 
marketeers—from bookstores to travel agents to package delivery 
companies—have already begun to develop a new breed of loyalists and 
are offering services ranging from browsing to information gathering, to 
order placement and consignment tracking ttirough the Internet. These are 
the firms who are really establishing what Prahlad and Hamel called 
“Opportunity Share". 

A recent global survey shows that over two-thirds of the world's 
marketing planners have the Internet as a key ingredient of their marketing 
mix for the year. To make this possible, an Internet strategy must be 
regarded as a thread running through the entire business strategy of the 
firms. From customer and market research to marketing, matenals planning, 
procurement, manufacturing, distribution, logistics and customer service, 
every process can be enriched through the use of Internets. Intranets and 
Extranets. 01 course it will require some business and technological savvy 
to leverage the immense potential of this new technology to attain sustainable 
competitive advantage. CEOs will have to build up this competence within 
their firms to survive and build market dominance in the new millennium 

22. According to the author, successful organisations will be those 
which; 

I. predict customer psychology 

II. develop virtual communities 

III. spread their message to many communities. 

(a) I & II (b) II & III 

(c) I & III (d) I, II & til 

23. What is meant by “Opportunity Share"? 

(a) firms that offer browsing and information gathering 

(b) order placement and consignment tracing 

(c) firms who go beyond traditional roles 

(cO providing comprehensive senn'ces from information gathering 


to orders. 

24. Which of the following statements is the author most likely to 
disagree? 

(a) newspapers are going to lose their importance 

(b) Indian organisations will have to use the Internet 

(c) Internet is a faster communication medium 
{dj none of the above 

25. The author is most likely to be a. 

(a) computer expert (b) Internet expert 

(c) business strategist [dj business leader 

26. In order to survive, companies will have to¬ 
la) have an Internet strategy 

(b) train people in the new technology 

(c) predict customer psychology 
(di none of the above 

27. Why does the author mention Shammi Kapoor? 

(a) to impress readers 

(b) to show the site is used by diverse people 

(c) just like that 

{d) to show that loyal communities can be set up 

28. What is meant by the Internet God? 

(a) only computer experts can understand it 

(b) they pay only lip service to it 

(c) they take it as a reiigion 
(cO they do not understand it 

29. The author feek that internet could be a new paradij^m if: 

(a) marketing strategists look beyond traditional techniques 

(b) It creates virtual communities 

(c) it is used for e-mail and information facility 
[di traditional marketeers must grow up 

Directions for 0 30-37: Read the passage below and select the 
best choice from the options: 

PassageV 

You’re on the titanic II. It has just hit an iceberg and is sinking. And. 
as last time, there are not enough lifeboats. The captain shouts, "Women 
and children firstl" But this time, another voice is heard: "Why women?" 

Why, indeed? Part of the charm of the cosmically successful movie 
T/famcisthe period costume, period extravagance, period class prejudice. 
An audience can enjoy these at a distance. Oddly, however, of all the penod 
mores in the film, the old maritime tradition of “women and children first" 
enjoys total acceptance by modern audiences. Listen to the bocing and 
hissing at the onscreen heavies who try to sneak on with —or ahead of— 
the ladies. 

But is not grouping women with children a raging anachronism? 
Should not any self-respecting modern person, let alone feminist, object 
to it as patronizing and demeaning to women? 

Now, children are entitled to special consideration for two reasons: 
helplessness and innocence. They have not yet acquired either the faculty 
of reason or the wisdom of experience. Consequently, they are defenceless 
and blameless. 

That is why we grant them special protection. In an emergency, it is 
our duty to save them first because they, helpless, have put their lives in 
our hands. And in wartime, they are supposed to enjoy special immunity 
because they, blameless, can have threatened or offended no one. 

“Women and children" attributes to women the same pitiable 
dependence and moral simplicity we find in five-year-olds. Such an attitude 
made sense perhaps In an era of male suffmge and “Help Wanted: Female" 
classifieds. Given the disabilities attached to womanhood in 1912, itv/as 
only fair and right that a new standard of gender equality not suddenly be 
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proclaimed just as lifeboat seats were being handed out. That deference— 
a somewhat more urgent variant of giving up your seat on the bus to a 
woman—complemented and perhaps compensated for the legal and social 
constraints placed on women at the time. 

But in this day of the most extensive societal restructuring to grant 
women equality in education, in employment, in government, in athletics, 
in citizenship writ large, what entitles women to the privileges—and 
reduces them to the status—of children? 

The evolutionary psychologists might say that ladies-lo-the-lifeboats 
is an instinct that developed to perpetuate the species: women are 
indispensable child bearers. You can repopulate a village if the women 
sun/ive and only a few of the men, but you cannot repopulate a village if 
the men survive and only a lew of the women. Women being more precious, 
biologically speaking, than men, evolution has conditioned us to give them 
the kind of life-protecting deference we give to that other seed of the future, 
kids. 

The problem with this kind of 'ogic, however, is its depressing 
reductionism. It recapitulates in all seriousness the geneticist's old witticism 
that a chicken is just an egg's way of making another egg. 

But humans are more than just egg layers. And chivalrous traditions 
are more than just aisguised survival strategies. So why do we say "women 
and children"? Perhaps it’s really “women tor children". The most basic 
parental bond is maternal. Equal parenting is great—it has forced men to 
get off their duffs—but women, from breast to cradle to cuddle, can nurture 
in ways that men cannot. And thus, because we value children—who would 
deny them first crack at the lifeboats?—women should go second. The 
children need them 

But kiddie-centrism gels you only so far. What if there are no children 
on board"? You are on the Titanic III. a s/ng/es cruise. No kids, no moms, 
no dads. 

Here's my scenario The men, out of sheer irrational gallantry, should 
let the women go first. And the women, out of sheer feminist self-respect, 
should refuse. 

Result? Stalemate. How does this movie end? How shouldit end? 
Hurry, the ship’s going down 

30. According to the author, the primary charm of the Titanic is in; 

(a) its period costumes, extravagance, etc 

(b) the chivalry exhibited by the men 

(c) the excitement it generated 

(cO none of the above 

31. We grant the children special protection because: 

(a) they arc defenceless 

(b) they are blameless 

(c) they do not have faculty of reason 

(d) all of the above 

32. The reason that women were given preferential treatment on the 
Titanic was. 

(a) pitiable dependence and moral simplicity of women 

(b) compensation for the legal and social constraints placed on the 

women 

(c) they were n jeded to look alter the children in the lifeboats 

• (d) iheywere indispensable child-bearers 

33. With which of the following arguments is the author most likely 
to agree? 

(a) women should stop accepting preferential treatment 

(b) women are equal to men 

(c) women should not be given preferential treatment 

(d) women should be given preferential treatment. 







34. The essay is an attempt to: 

(a) solve the T/fan/c riddle 

{b) a male chauvinist view of equality 

(c^ an explanation of why women and children are given preferential 
treatment 

(d) an enquiry into sexual attitudes 

35. According to the author, the reason that women still get special 
privileges is that; 

(a) they have to perpetuate the species 

(b) irrational gallantry by men 

(c) they must look after the children 

(d) they are as helpless as children 

36. How should the Titanic III end, according to the author? 

(a) the ship should go down with everyone on board 

lb) just like Titanic II. with women given preference 

(c) people to get on lifeboats are chosen through gambling or 

random selection 

(d) cannot say 

37. We can say that the tone of the essay is: 

(a) cynical 

(b) rational 

(c) condescending 

(d) tongue-in-cheek 

PassageVI 

The 1980s have come to be regarded as the decade of corporate 
consolidation in the United States, with the number of mergers and their 
dollar value both setting records. Many public forums have questioned, on 
both social and economic grounds, the merits of this takeover frenzy. Even 
more controversial than the mergers themselves, however, is the reaction 
of the management of target firms. No longer is management content to 
be passive or to put up minimal resistance in the face of an unwelcome 
takeover attempt. Indeed, the responses of target managements have 
become as imaginative as the methods used by the would-be acquirers. 
These so-called antitakeover tactics have received nearly universal 
condemnation from government regulatory bodies, the financial press, and 
some academic publications. Why is there so much criticism when 
management resists takeovers? At the most general level, such criticism 
is based on studies that find a negative return to shareholders when a 
negotiated (friendly) merger is unsuccessful These studies examine the 
cumulative return from the period just prior to the first public announcement 
of the proposed merger through the announcement of cancellation. Results 
range from a total return of - 9.02 per cent to -i- 3.68 per cent, with an 
average of - 2.88 per cent In unsuccessful mergers, therefore, stockholders 
in target firms lose on average nearly 3 per cent of the shares’ value. 

But looking at the returns only through the termination date can be 
misleading. Other studies examining the period from six months prior to 
an offer to six months after the offer have found that the total return 
averages nearly -rSe per cent, even though the olfer was unsuccessful. 
Given the typical stock market reaction to unsuccessful negotiated mergers, 
this IS a curious findi. g. The explanation lor this seeming anomaly emerges 
when firms are divided into two groups; those eventually acquired by some 
other bidder, and those not acquired. Finro that were not acquired eventually 
lost the entire 36 per cent return. But firms subsequently acquired earned 
an additional 20 per cent return above the initial 36 per cent, earning 
shareholders a total return of 56 per cent. Those earnings compare 
favourably to the overall average return of 30 percent earned by shareholders 
of all companies successfully acquired. These results suggest that some 
form of resistance by management may be desirable. Playing "hard to get" 
may influence the initial suitor to increase the bid, or it may permit time 
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for competing bids to bo submitted, it is possible, however, to have too 
much of a good thing. When management actions are designed solely to 
eliminate a takeover by a specific bidder, then shareholders may be 
harmed. Nevertheless, antitakeover tactics do not deserve the blanket 
condemnation they receive in the press. 

38. According to the passage, under which of the following conditions 
do firms, on the average, yield the greatest return to their shareholders? 

(a) When they decline any initial offer from a second bidder. 

(b) When they resist all takeover attempts. 

(c) When they are successfully acquired on the initial takeover bid. 

(cO When they are acquired by another bidder after an initial 

unsuccessful takeover bidder. 

39. The author regards the studies mentioned in the second paragraph 
as misleading for which of the following reasons? 

(a) They employ an overly restrictive time frame 

(b) They look only at return to shareholders. 

(c) They do not examine hostile takeovers. 

(d) They examine too small a sample of mergers. 

(e) They ignore the effects of stock market reactions. 

40. Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the 
author's conclusion about the benefits of management resistance to 
takeovers'^ 

(a) A third category of mergers, comprising firms that underwent 
several unsuccessful bids before being acquired, shows a 
rate of return to shareholders somewhere between the rates 
for the other two categories. 

(b) When acquisitions are studied over a two-year penod, companies 
that resisted takeover attempts show the same return to 
shareholders as companies that did not resist. 

(c) The 56 per cent return to shareholders earned when companies 
are acquired after an unsuccessful takeover bid is an average 
that includes companies whose stock declined in value as 
well as companies whose stock gained in value 

(d) Of the companies whose managements resisted acquisition 
attempts, about fifty per cent experienced an increase in 
stock prices and fifty per cent suffered a decrease in stock 
prices. 

(e) Management actions intended to exclude a specific bidder in 
fact benefit a company's shareholders in much the same way 
as other antitakeover tactics. 

41. The author suggests that many commentators on mergers would 
agree with which of the following views? 

(a) The current trend towards greater corporate consolidation 
cannot continue indefinitely at its present pace 

(b) The current climate of acquisition favours the interests of 
management over those of the shareholder. 

(c) The social consequences of the current “takeover frenzy” far 
outweigh any possible economic benefits. 

(d) While the current rash of mergers is cause for concern, the 
tactics of those who would prevent takeovers are as bad or 
worse. 

(c) Antitakeover tactics are justified only when attempts at a 
negotiated merger have failed 

42. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about 
managements of target firms prior to the current “takeover f renzy"'> 

(a) They used more imaginative tactics to resist takeovers. 

(b) They were more concerned about shareholders' interests. 

fc) They came under less scrutiny from government regulatory 

bodies. 


( 0 $ They were rarely criticized by the popular press. 

(e) They rarely took strong action to resist takeover attampts. 

43. According to the passage, the average return that the shareholders 
of acquired companies can expect to earn is: 

3% (b) 20% ((^ 30% (0) 36% 56% 

44. The author mentions stucfies of negotiated mergers in the second 
paragraph in order to- 

(a) support the author’s own position on the effects of antitakeover 
tactics. 

(b) refute a common misconception about the effects of mergers. 

(c) show why management has reacted to acquisition attempts 
in the way that it has. 

(d) argue that statistics can be misleading. 

(e) explain the prevailing attitude towards management resistance 
to takeovers. 

45. The information in the passage suggests that the author would 
regard which of the following actions by the management of Company X 
as potentially harmful to the company’s shareholders? 

(a) Acquiring Company Y in an unwelcome takeover. 

(b) Resisting the takeover attempts of Company Y and several 
other competitors. 

(c) Declining Company Y’s first two offers of a negotiated merger 
but accepting its third offer. 

(d) Making an unsuccessful attempt to merge with Company Y. 

(e) Adopting tactics to excluse Ihe takeover attempts of Company 

^ PART-II 

Directions tor questions 46 to 53: Sentences given in each 
question, when property sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. 
Each sentence is labelled with a letter. Choose the most logical order 
of sentences from among the four given choices to construct a 
coherent paragraph. 

46. A. Since then tl^e company’s share price has soared. 

B. He has helpe'd to turn BP from a bloated bureaucracy into 
one of the world’s most profitable oil companies. 

C. It may seem churlish to find fault with Sir David Simon. 

D. When he took over as chief executive in 1992 BP was 
demoralised, heavily in debt and losing money. 

(a) CBDA (b) DBCA 

(c) DABC (d) BADC 

47. A. A decade ago western managers could not hea-enough 

about the art of Japanese management 
B What has changed is not just that Japanese firms are 
struggling against a prolonged recession and an expensive 
currency, crippling though both have been. 

C. Opinion on Japan swings from one extreme to a.nother. 

D. Today, they have taken to arguing that, if anybody has 
anything lo learn, it is their Japanese counterparts. 

(a) ADBC (b) ABDC 

(4 CADB (d) BCAD 

48. A. No device in history has come close to achieving this sort 

of ubiquity. 

B The official birthday of this remarkable invention was 
December 23,1947. 

C. From the time you started reading this sentence until Ihe 
moment you finish it. over I billion new transistors will come 
into being. 

D. But the transistor that led to microelectronics was devised 
the following month. 


I 438 DECEMBER '98 COMPETITION MASTER 





(a) ADBC , (b) BADC 

(c) BDAC {dj CABD 

■ 49. A: Norway copied It 

B. Hong Kong retreated at the last moment in the lace of a 
popular revolt. 

C. Stockholm spent 20 years and S 1 billion before thinking 
again. 

D. Singapore invented it. 

(a) ADBC (fj) DACB 

(c) CADB (d) BCDA 

’ 50. A. Ludicrous in its banality but frightening in Its consequences, 
theY2K problem is already a mam preoccupation around the 
world 

B. It has never happened before, and it will probably never 
happen again. 

C. As the millennium approaches, it will increasingly preoccupy 
policymakers and the public too. 

D. No technical hitch has over been so pervasive, so expensive 
and so potently damaging. 

(a) BDAC (b) BCDA 

(c) DACB {dj DBCA 

51. A. Its sales last year were around $300 million, and profits 
were reasonable. 

B. In a smart hotel in mid-town, a manager from a food 
company is talking to 50 Wall Street analysts. 

C Tho firm’s margarine and mayonnaise already dominate the 
home market 

D His company, he explains, wants to buy some food business 

in ttie US. 

(a) CADB (b) BDCA 

(c) ACDB {dj BCAD 

52 A. In the case of family managements, feudality comes in with 

the lamily members. 

B We have been talking of “professional managemenr for the 
last 20 years 

C Whatever position tho family manager starts in, he will 
always reach the top position sooner or later. 

D. And yet feudalism rules in Indian companies, 

(a) ADBC (b) CBAD 

((7) BDAC {dj CDAB 

53 .A The Grand Trunk Road of India has seen it all 

B. An Afghan commoner of uncommon wisdom, Sher Shah 
Suri, built It around 1540. 

C. But in Bihar, you hardly see the Grand Trunk Road 

D Tho British rulers coated it with asphatt and used it to haul 
their colonial pickings across 'he subcontinent. 

(a) ABDC (b) DBAC 

(c) ACDB {dj BDAC 

Directions for questions 54~60: Each question has a pair of 
CAPITALISED words followed by four pairs of words. Choose the 
pair which best expresses the relationship similar to that expressed 
In the capitalised pair. 

54. PHILOLOGIST.LANGUAGE 

(a) numismatist: stamps 

(b) conchologist; shells 

(c) philatelist ■ charms 

{dj fish : ichthyologist 

55. PARADIGM:PATTERN 

(a) skeleton : flash 


(b) container:content 

(c) maxim:theory 

{dj stmeture: framework 

56. CHOREOGRAPHER:DANCE 

(a) connoisseur: art 

(b) composer; music 
(<^ acrobat: height 
{dj virtuoso: skill 

57 APOSTATE:FAITH 

(a) apostle: leader 

(b) altruist: literature 

(c) defector:allegiance 
{dj potentate: religion 

58. METTLESOME:COURAGE 

(a) audacious: tenacity 

(b) mediocre: originality 

(c) ludicrous: inanity 

{dj dubious: suspiciousness 

59. SALT:SALTY 

(a) sweet:sugar 

(b) cow:bovine 

(c) bitter:sour 
{dj taste: flavour 

60. NUTS:BOLTS 

(a) nitty: gritty 

(b) bare:feet 

(c) naked: clothed 

{dj hard:soft » 

Directions for questions 61-65: In each of the following sentences, 
a part of the sentence is left unfinished. Beneath each sentence, four 
different ways of completing are indicated. Choose the best alternative 
among the four. 

61 This government may promise autonomy to the navratnas 
but 

(a) there is no tolling what the future will do 

(b) it is not clear whetner its succes.sorr will do the same 

(c) there is no telling what the subsequent one will ,Jo 

{dj nobody can be sure that subsequent governments will adhere 
to that policy 

G2 The characteristic genius of the Indian mind is not to shake the 
beliefs of the common man to the understanding ottlu: deeper 

philosophical meaning behind their beliefs 

(a) but to lead them through stages 

(b) but to facilitating them via stages 

(c) but to effect them via stages 
(rf) but to lead them by stages 

65 _the rules, smoking is prohibited. 

(a) In accordance to 

(b) Accor''ingwith 

(c) In accordance with 
{dj In accord to 

64. ..., the more they remain the same 

(a) The more the merrier 

(b) The less the dynamism 

(c) The more things change 

(c^ The more pronounced the transformation 

65. Children have become “hasty viewers”: as a result if the camera 

lags, the attention of these young viewers. 

(a) expands 
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(d) ADE 


(b) starts 

(c) alternates 
(oil wanes 

Directions tor questions SS-71: Each question has four items. 
Select the item that does not belong to the group. 


56 (a) stigmatise 

(b) vilify 

(4 consecrate 

(4 scandalise 

67. (a) pyramid 

(b) parallelogram 

(4 cube 

(4 sphere 

68 (a) scartet 

(b) vermilion 

(4 crimson 

(4 green 

69. (a) correction 

(b) improvement 

(4 bettemient 

(4 elevation 

70. (a) sip 

(b) drink 

(4 chew 

(4 gulp 

71. (a) broker 

(b) customer 

(4 salesman 

(4 hawker 


Directions tor questions 72-77: Each question contains six 
statements followed by four choices. Select the set where the third 
statement can be iogicalty concluded from the preceding two. 

72. A. All dogs bark. 

B. All dogs have sharp teeth. 

C. All dogs are animals. 

D. All dogs need food. 

E. All animals need food 

F. All animals need fresh air. 

(a) CED (b) ABC 

(cj BCE (df CDF 

73. A. Amar IS a bomber piiot. 

B. All fighter pilots are bomber pilots 

C. Akbar is a fighter piiot. 

D. Some bomber pilots are not helicopter piiots. 

E. Akbar is a bomber pilot. 

F. Amar is not a helicopter piiot. 


(b) CBE 
(d) BEC 


(b) FDA 
(d) BDF 


(a) ADF 
(c) DAF 

74. A. I am me. 

B. He IS them. 

C. They are you. 

D. He is me. 

E. You may be me 

F. I am he. 

(a) CEF 
(c) BCE 

75. A. Oranges are fruit. 

B Some fruits are sour. 

C. Oranges are sour. 

D, Some oranges are sour. 

E Some oranges are not sour. 

F. Some apples are sour. 

(a) ADB 
(c) BFD 
76 A. All MLAs are ministers 

B. Laloo is an MLA. 

C. Laloo is a chief minister. 

D. Everyone who is a minister is called a chief minister. 

E. All MLAs are called chief ministers. 

F. Laloo IS called a minister. 

(a) BAC (b) AFC 
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(b) ACE 
(d) BAC 


(4 BFC 

77. A. Aardvarks need sleep. 

B. All animals need sleep. 

C. Dogs are animals. 

D. Some dogs need sleep. 

E. Aardvarks are animals. 

F. Some Aardvarks are dogs. 

(a) BCD (b) CEF 

(4 BEA (4 BAE 

Directions for questions 78-84: Arrange the sentences A, B, C 
and D to form a logical sequence between sentences 1 and 6. 

78. 1. Several banks have decided that dark suits are no 

longer de regueur. 

A. After all, in the days of the Empire, even perfectly normal 
Englishmen sometimes wore shorts in the tropics. 

B. Traditionalists think they have found an explanation for this 
insanity: Britain’s unreasonably hot summer 

C. There is a theory that a “dress-down day" actually makes 
people more productive; it renders them more creative and 
relaxed. 

D. But the weather is not the reason. 

6. While neither of these adjectives has ever been regarded as 
a compliment in India, it has to be admitted that they do 
mesh welt with management fashions. 

(a) ABCD (b) BADC 

(4 DCBA (4 CDBA 

79. 1. Among these onlookers were three young men of a 

superior class. 

A. That he was a tentative student might only have been 
predicted of him. 

B. The appearance of the third and the youngest would hardly 
have beerj^sufficient to characterise him. 

C. The eldest Wore the white lie and a high waist-coat 
D The second was the normal undergraduate 

6 These three brethren told casual acquaintance that they 
were spending their holidays in a walking tour. 

(a) CBDA (b) BDCA 

(4 CDBA (4 ABDC 

80. 1. The Internet may have come of age. but as its useis 

we are still in our infancy. 

A. The first movie audiences fled the theatre at the site of an 
approaching train. 

B. Early radio audiences panicked when Orson Welles 
dramatised a novel about Martians landing on earth. 

C. Thus it has always been with the new media. 

D. The Net is running before most of us have learned to crawl. 
6. With time and level heads, similar Net-bred misimpressions 

will become rare. 

(a) DCAB (b) J\CDB 

(4 CDAB (4 BCDA 

81. 1. Research requires frequent experimentation. 

A. Having a set of rules is, therelore, good. 

B. Scientists who are careless will actually defeat the very 
purpose for which the experiments are carried out. 

C. The scientists should be free to plan their experiments and 
execute them fast. 

D. The country does not have a set of written rules to cover 
these activities. 

6. What needs to be ensured is these rules promote human 
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health through research and protect IPR needs. 

(a) ADBC (b) CBDA 

(c) BDCA (d) DCAB 

82. 1. The genetic molecule, DNA, is famously curly. 

A. In addition to its well-known habit of winding itself up in a 
double helix, it also has twists and kinks bn a larger scale. 

B. What they need is a way to straighten out the main twists 
in the molecule. 

C. The resulting molecular tangle makes life difficult for scientists 
who would like to study DNA directly under a microscope. 

0. Thanks to the work of the Pasteur Institute, they now have 
one. 

6. The principle behind the technique for molecular combing is 
disarmingly simple. 

(a) CADB (b) DCBA 

[dj BCAD (d) ACBD 

83. 1 The vinjience of the recent contagion raises troubling 

questions about financial markets. 

A. Admittedly, the contagion is rarely baseless. 

B. Nonetheless, the technteal factors contributing to contagion 
suggest it has been excessive and should be moderated. 

C. The task will fall on financial regulators. 

D. Fuller information should increase the efficiency of intamatk»ial 
capital flows. 

6. The IMF is prodding countries towards greater transparency, 

(a) CDAB (b) BCDA 

(<^ ABCD (d) BADC 

84. 1. Piecemeal reading of Sen’s work has led to various 

misunderstandings. 

A. This is not true at all and he appreciated economic reforms 
and liberalisation. 

B. He campaigned more for the latter. 

C. Yet it is true that he has compaigned that the government 
must intervene more on behalf of the poor. 

D. He has been charged of being against reforms 
6 And the campaigning has not been futile. 

(a) DACB (b) ACBD 

(c) BCAD (d) ABX 

Directions for questions85-90; in each of the fcdlowing sentences, 
a part of the sentence is underlined. Beneath each sentence, four 
different ways of phrasing the underlined part are indicated. Choose 
the best alternative among the four. 

85. Often visible as smog. ozoriS is formed in the atmosphere from 
hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides, two major pollutants emitted by 
automobiles, react with sunlight. 

(a) ozone is formed in the atmosphere from 

(b) ozone is formed in the atmosphere when 

(c) ozone is formed m the atmosphere, and when 
(d ozone, formed in the atmosphere when 

86. Although she had signeo a pledge of abstinence while being an 
ariniAHTAnt Frances Willard was 35 years old before she chose to become 
a temperance activist. 

(a) while being an adolescent 

(b) while in adolescence 

(c) at the time of her being adolescent 

(d) as an adolescent 

87. Wa had Intended ol ooino to Shimla this summer. 

(a) had Intended of going to 

(b) had Intentions'of going to 
(<9 have had Intentions to go to 


(d) had intended to go to 

88. The diamond is one of the hardest substances in nature but they 
shatter should they be struck the wrong way. 

(a) hardest substances in nature, but they shatter should they be 

(b) hardest substances in nature, but it shatters when be ing 

(c) hardest substances in nature, but it shatters if it is 
(cO harder substances in nature, but they shatter being 

89. The value ol the dollar in international markets will continue to 
increase, as it has been since interest rates began to rise. 

(a) as it has been 

(b) as it has done 

(c) which it has 

(d) which it has been 

90. Eighteenth-century physicians noted that the garlic-eating French 
priests who attended victims of the plague during an outbreak in London 
remained healthy, while the English priests shunning the odilerous herb 

(a) while the English priests shunning the odilerous herb soon 
become ill 

(b) whereas the English priests shunning the odiferous herb 
become ill soon 

(c) while ttte English priests, who shunned the odiferous herb, 
soon became ill 

(d) and the English priests, who shun the odilerous herb, 
became ill soon 

Directions for questions 91-^5: Each sentence has one or two 
blanks, indicating that something has been omitted. Choose the 
alternative that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole. 

91. The slaughter which accompanied the 1947 partition of India 

occupies a_space in the literature on_as perpetrated by one 

community on another. 

(a) speciaL.politics 

(b) sacred...pai1ition 

(c) peculiar...genocide 

(d) centrai...killings 

92. If the luling politaans are_compared to our founding fathers 

the Opposition leaders arc. _in comparison. 

(a) small men. eve,n smaller 

(b) corrupt worse 

(c) great ..greater 

(d) wonderful ..pygmies 

93 The environmentalists also fret that WT0 rules may_ . some 
international agreements to protect the global environment 

(a) make more effective 

(b) grant protection to 

(c) result in 
(dl undermine 

94. Being gracious should not be mistaken for a_characteristic 

of men’s personalities; it is instead a fundamental virtue, one whose very 

state of being is increasingly_by the fashionable directive to' say 

what you feel”. 

(a) trivial., .imperiled 

(b) penrading...undermined 

(c) frivolous...averted 
(c^ superior...renounced 

95. When people are In a_mood, they want to_^themselves. 

(a) bad...hate 

id) hollday...en|oy 

(c) cet6bratlon...party 
id dotorou8...pity 
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SECTION B 

Time allowed ; One Hour 


PART-1 

Directions for questions 96-99: Choose the best option 

96. If all of the telephone extensions in a certain company must be 
even numbers, and if each of the extension uses alt four of the digits 1, 
2,3 and 6, what is the greatest number of four-digit extensions that the 
company can have? 

(a) 4 (fc) 6 (c) 12 (4 16 

97 When the price of a Cielo car was reduced by 15%, it was found 
that Its sales increased by 15%. What was the net effect on revenue? 
(a) no change (b) decrease of 2.25% 

(c) increase of 2.25% (d) increase of 1.5% 

98. A manufacturer sells a pair of glasses to a wholesale dealer at 
a profit of 18%. The wholesaler sells them to a retailer at a profit of 20%. 
The retailer in turn sells them to a customer lor Rs 30.09, thereby earning 
a profit of 25%. The cost price of the manufacturer is; 

(a) Rs15 (b) Rs16 

(c) Rs17 (d) Rs18 

99. Two guns were fired from the same place at an intun/al of lOminutes 
and 30 seconds but a person in the train approaching Qie place hears the second 
shot 10 minutes after the first. The speed of the train in km/hr is; (Assume 
sound travels at 330 m/s) 

(a) 111.80 (b) 59.4 

(c) 56.6 (d) 19.8 

Directions tor questions 100-102: 

Q started to move from point B towards point A exactly an hour 
after P started from A in the opposite direction but at a speed twice 
as much as that of P. By the time P covered one-sixth of the distance 
between the points A and B, Q also covered the same distance. 

100. The point where P and Q would meet is; 

(a) closer to A 

(b) exactly between A and 6 

(c) closer to B 

(cO they will not meet at all 

101. How many hours would P take to reach B? 

(a) 2 5 (die (0) 12 

102. How many more hours would P, compared to Q, take to 
complete his |oumey? 

(a) 4 {d, 5 (c) 6 ( 0 ) 7 

Directions tor questions 103-105: 

A number of people ventured to go on an expedition and 
decided to reach a mountain peak. As the rocks were getting more 
and more steep, five camps were planned other than the base camp. 
The first camp was set up after a climb of 8 km. Each next camp was 
at half the distance of the previous camp. After reaching a camp half 
of the members give up and refused to go further. Only 3 members 
reached the last camp which was 1/2 km from the mountain peak. 
After resting the whole night, these three members reached the 
montain peax the next day. 

103. How many members were there at the base camp? 

(a) 96 lb) 104 (c) 108 (d) 112 

104. How far was the peak from the base camp? 

(a) 24km (b) 20 km [dj 16km (d) i5km 

105. On which day did the three members reach the mountain peak 
if starting from the base camp is the first day? 

(a) 4th (b) 5th {dj 6th (a) 7th 

Directions for questions 106-107: 

A person had Rs 710 in denominations of Rs 100, Rs 50 and 
Rs 10 notes. The total number of notes was 16. 

106. How many ten rupee notes did he have? 

(a) 2 (b) 4 (c) 5 (c^ 6 


107. How many Rs 100 notes did he have? 

(a) 1 (t) 2 (c) 3 (4 4 

Directions for questions 108-111: 

A dramatic club staged a show in an auditorium which had 800 
seats for lower class and 400 seats for the upper class.The rate tor 
the higher class is Rs 30 per seat and for the lower class is Rs 20 
per seat. 

108. If 11% of the seats remain unoccupied and the number of 
unoccupied seats in the lower class was 12 more than the unoccupied 
seats for upper class, how many seats remain unoccupied in the upper 
cinss*^ 

(a) 50 (4 58 (4 60 (4 65 

109. What was the collection for the lower class? 

(a) Rs 14,560 (b) Rs 13,780 

(4 Rs 15,100 (4 Rs 14,840 

110. What was the total collection? 

(a) Rs 26,270 (b) Rs 26,180 

(4 Rs 25,620 (4 Rs 24,760 

111. If the amount invested by the club was 25% of the total 
collection and they had to pay Rs 3,000 to the auditorium, how much did 
the club save? 

(a) Rs 18,270 (b) Rs 16,180 

(4 Rs 14,970 (4 Rs 15,570 

Directions for questions 112-115: 

Rahul and Meeta have their birthdays on 29th October and 5th 
July respectively.The total of their ages is 11. After two years the 
ratio of their ages would be 3:2.The wedding anniversary of their 
parents is exactly in the middle of their birthdays. 

112. If Rahul’s birthday fell on Saturday, on which day did his little 
sister celebrate her birthday? 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(4 Thursday (4 Friday 

113. On which dateibtheir parents' wedding anniversary? 

(a) 1st September (b) 3rd September 

(4 29th August (4 30th August 

114. On which day the same year did the parents celebrate ttieir 
wedding anniversary"? 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(4 Sunday (4 Thursday 

115 How old is Rahul at present? 

(a) 6 yrs (b) 7 yrs (c) 8 yrs (4 9 yrs 
Directions for questions 116-125: Select the most appropriate 
choice. 

116. A group of workers was pul on a job. From the second day 
onwards, one worker was withdrawn each day. The job was finished when 
the last worker was withdrawn. If no worker was withdrawn at any stage., 
the group would have finished the job in two-thirds the time. How many 
workers were there in the group? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (4 5 (4 10 

117. A cylindrical grain cellar full of wheat with its door on top needs 
to be painted on its outside cunred surface. The cellar has a diameter of 
10 m and it is 14 m high. The cost of painting is Rs 15 per square metre. 
What IS the total cost of painting the curved surface of the cellar? 

(a) Rs 4,400 (b) Rs 5,500 

(4 Rs 6,600 (4 none of these 

1 18. The totai number of digits used in numbering each page of a 
book of 366 pages is: 

(a) 732 (b) 990 (4 1098 (4 1305 

119. If the area enclosed by a circle, square and an equilateral 
triangle is the same, then the maximum perimeter is possessed by; 
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{a) circle (/)) square (c) triangle 
(d) triangle and square have equal perimeters 

120. Manoj had to board a passenger train at 7 a.m. but he reached 
the station only at 7.10 a.m. There was a parallel road to the train track 
and he knew that after every 10 km there is a small station where the train 
halts for 2 minutes. If the speed of the train is 50 km/hr and Manoj picks 
up a speed of 60 km/hr, at what time would he be able to board the train? 

(a) 7.30 a.m. (b) 7.40 a.m. 

(c) 7.45 a.m. (d) 7.52 a.m. 

121. A company has two machine tools. The capacity of the first tool 
is 20% less than that of the second one. The first tool operated for 5 hours 
and the second worted for 4 hours. Together, they machined 2000 pieces. 
How many pieces did the first tool machine? 

(a) 1000 (b) 1032 (4 1050 (d) 1074 

122. In (337)“Mhe units digit is: 

(a) 1 (tJ) 3 (c) 7 (d) 9 

123. ABCD is a rectangle. The area of the isosceles triangle ABE is 
10 sq cm and ED = 2 AE. Whal is ihe area of BCDE'^ 



(a) aosqcm (b) 50sqcm 

(c) eOsqcm (d) 120sqcm 

124. A florist had 200 roses and 180 jasmines. He was asked to 
make garlands of flowers with only rose or only jasmine, each containing 
the same number of flowers. Which of the following will be the largest 
number of flowers he can join together without leaving a single flower? 

(a) 50 (Q 30 (dj 20 (dj 10 

125. The electricity bill of a certain establishment is partly fixed and 
partly varies as the number of units of electricity consumed. When in a 
certain month 200 units are consumed, the bill is Rs 107. In another month 
300 units are consumed and the bill is Rs 154. In yet another month. 500 
units are consumed. The bili for that month will be: 

(a) Rs240 (b) Rs248 

(c) Rs245 (d) Rs246 

Directions for questions 126-128: 

The bus stand of city A is 140 km from the bus stand of city 
B.There is a regular bus service and the buses leave A for B after 
every 45 minutes starting at 6 A.M. 

A checking party starts from 8 to check all the buses coming from 
A and camps at the check-post which is tO km from the bus stand. The 
party starts at 9 a.m. from the bus stand and reaches the check-post at 
9.10 a.m. They remain on duty till 5 p.m. The speed of the buses coming 
from A is 40 km/hr. 

126. How many buses did the party check? 

(a) 6 {bi7 (c) 9 (d) 11 

127. At what time did the first bus arrive at the check-post? 

(a) 9.15 a.m. (b) 9.30 a.m. 

(c) 10.30am. {di 12.15a.m. 

128. The sixth bus was caught with some contraband. At what time 
did it reach the check-post’ 

(a) 1 p.m. (b) 1.15 p.m. 

(c) 3 p.m. (d) 4.30 p.m. 

Directions for 129-135: Select the best option. 

129. A medical college with 600 students collected funds to build a 
hostel. The amount contributed by each boy and each girl was equal to 
their respective total number in the college. The university grant was equal 


to the funds collected. If the ratio of the boys and girls was 7:3. how 
much money was available to build the hostel? 

(a) Rs 2,08,000 (b) Rs 3,52,800 

(c) Rs4,17,600 (£^ Data inadequate 

130. Some booklets in a packing unit are to be packed. Shinde said 
that if the booklets are tied up in bundles of 50 booklets each, no booklet 
will be left out. Timble observed that they could be tied up in bundles of 
70 bpoklets each and no booklet will be left out. Joshi observed that the 
booklets can be tied up iii bundles of 20 each and still no booklet will be 
left out. if all the packers are right, what is the least possible number of 
booklets available in the packing unit to be packed’ 

(a) 540 (b) 660 .(c) 670 (d) 700 

131. Fresh grapes contain 90% water by weight while dried grapes 
contain 20% water by weight. The weight of dry grapes available from 20 
kg of fresh grapes will be: 

(a) 2 kg (b) 2.4 kg 

(c) 2.5 kg (d) none of these 

132. The product of all integers from 1 to 100 will have the following 
number of zeroes at the end. 

(at 20 {bi 21. (£^ 19 (d) Z2 

133. A young girl counted in the following way on the fingers of her 
left hand: She started by calling the thumb 1, index finger 2. middle finger 
3, ring finger 4, little finger 5, then reversed direction, calling the ring finger 
6, middle finger 7, index finger 8, thumb 9, then back to the index linger 
lor 10, middle finger 11 and so on. She counted up to 1994. She ended 
on her 

(a) thumb (b) index linger 

(c) middle finger (d) ring linger 

134. If a, b, c and d are natural numbers and 

RMAX (a, b) = a if a < b ' 

= b il b < a 

SMAX (a, b, c, d) = a if c < d 
= b if d < c 

find: RMAX (5. SMAX [4, 3 RMAX (4, 6), 5]) 

(a) 5 (b) 4 ((^ 3 (c» 6 I 

135. Given odd positive integers x, y and z. which of the foHowing I 
is not necessarily true? 

(a) x'y^z'isodd (b) 3(x= + y') z' is even 

(c) 5x + y + z^ IS odd (dj z' {x’ i y‘)l2 is even 

PART-II 

Directions for questions '* 36-142: Study the graph below and answer 
the questions. 
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136. We can say that the largest banks (on the basis of assets) are 
present in: 

(a) China (b) Japan 

W South Korea (cO Taiwan 

137. What is India's GDP, according to the graph? 

(a) $1157 bn (b) $11.60 bn 

(c) SlieOmn 

(d) cannot be determined 

138 India's GDP would be how many times the GDP of Singapore? 

(a) about same (b) twice 

(c) 10 times (dl more than 16 times 

139. Among the following countries, the smallest banks in terms of 
assets exist in; 

(a) Malaysia (b) Philippines 

(c) Indonesia (d) India 

140. About the GDPs of China and Japan, we can say that: 

(a) they are almost equal in size 

(b) China’s GDP is 50% greater than Japan's (c^ Japan's 

GDP is 25% less than China's 

(d) none of the above 

141. If the three biggest economies are ranked in order, they would 
be; 

(a) China, Japan, Australia 

(b) China, Japan, South Korea 

(c) China, Japan, Taiwan 

(d) China, Japan, India 

142. The average assets held per bank is: 

(a) $688 million (b) $1176 million 

((^ $13.20 billion (d) $15.85 billion 

DInetions for questions 143-150: 

Each question Is followed by two statements. You haveto dKide 
whether the Information provided In the statements Is sufficient for 
answering the question: 

Mark (a) If the question can be answered by using one of the 
statements alone, but cannot be answered by using the other statement 
alone. 

Mark (b) If the question can be answered by using either statement 
alone. 

Mark (c) If the question can be answered by using both statements 
together, but cannot be answered by using either statement alone. 

Mark (d) If the question cannot be answered even by using both the 
statements together. 

143. A wire 22 metres long is cut into three pieces. How long is the 
longest piece"^ 

1 .Tv./o pieces are each 1 metre shorter than the longest piece. 

2. One piece ic 7 metres long. 

144. Arc the integers p, q and r consecutive integers? 

1. The sum of p, q and r is 15. 

2. r is 1 greater than q and q is 1 greater than p. 

145. What is the price of mangoes per kg? 

1. Ten kg of mangoes and 2 dozen of oranges cost Rs 252 

2. Two kg of mangoes could be bought in exchange for one dozen 
c.':ies. 

146. It n IS an integer, what is the value of n? 


' 8 " n + 2 5 

2. (n - 5) (n - 6) = 0 

147. A silver bar in the shape of a rectangular solid Is 5 feet long, 
4 feet wide and 3 feet high. It is melted and cast into 2 cubes. What are 
the lengths of the edges of the cubes? 

1. The two cubes have equal volumes. 

2. The length of the diagonal of the original sliver bar is Sj2- 


146. All wise men are humble, is Z a wise man? 

1. Z is a tail man 

2. Z is a humbie man 

149. What is the value of a positive integer X? 

1. TheLCMofXandlSis 36. 

2. The HCFofXand18is2. 

150. ABCD is a paraiielogram. Is it a rectangle? 

1. ZA = ^C 

2. z B = z D 

Directions for questions 151-153: 

A wooden cube is painted red, green and blue on opposite 
faces. It is then cut into 27 smaller equal cubes. 

151. How many small cubes have three diffe'ent colours on three 
skIgs? 

(a) 4 (t) 6 (c) 8 (d) 12 

152. How many small cubes have only one colour on one of the sides? 

(a) 4 (til 6 (4 8 (4 12 

153. How many cubes have no colour on any surface'' 

(a) 1 (4 3 (4 6 (dl none 

Directions for questions 154-157: Select the best choice. 

154. A certain number of camels and an equal number of men are 
going somewhere. Half the owners are on their camels' backs while the 
remaining ones are walking along, leading their carnols. If the number of • 
legs walking on the ground is 70, how many camels are there? 

(a) 10 (4 12 (4 14 (4 16 

155. Sushila is Nanu's grandmother, Shankar is Mukesh's father, 
Akriti's mother is Arti, then in this family of six, having grandparents, 
parents and two children, how is Nanu related to Mukesh? She is Mukesh's 

(a) mother (4 daughter 

(4 sister (4 wife 

156. Amitabh opened a bank account on 1 st June. The following table 
shows his bank transactions over three months' 

Month June July August 

Deposit(Rs) 2x + y + z x + 2y + 3z x + 4z 

Withdrawal V Y ‘ ^ x ■ 2y + 3z 2x - 3z 

What Is his balance forlst September? 

(a) 2(3y+4z) (b) 3(2y + 3z) 

(4 2(3x + 4y) (d) 8x + 7z 

157. Amar, Akbar and Anthony came from the same school. Every 
boy in that school either fishes for trout or plays frisbee. All fishermen 
like snow while no frisbee player likes min. Amar dislikes whatever Akbar 
likes and likes whatever Akbar dislikes. Akbar likes rain and snow. 
Anthony likes whatever the other two like. Who is a fisherman but not 
a frisbee player? 

(a) Amar (b) Akbar 

(4 Anthony (4 None 

Directions for questions 158-160: 

“Kya-kya” is an island in the South Pacific.The inhabitants of 
“Kya-kya” always answer any question with two sentences, one or 
which is aiways true and the other is always false. 

158. You are walking on a road and come to a fork. You ask the 
inhabitants Ram, Laxman and Lila, "which road will take me to the 
village?” 

Ram says, ‘I never speak to strangers. I am new to these parts." 
Laxman says, “I am married to Lila. Take the left road.” 

Lila says, "I am married to Ram. He is not new to this place.” 
Which of the following is true? 

(a) Left road takes you to the village 

(b) Right road takes you to the village 

(c) Lila is married to Laxman 
(4 None of these 

159. You find that your boat is stolen. You question three inhabitants 
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and they reply as follows; 

John says. “I didn't do It. Mathew didn’t do it.” 

Mathew says, “I didn’t do it. Krishna didn’t do it.” 

Krishna says, “ 1 didn’t do it. I don’t know who did it." 

Who stole the boat? 

(a) John {b) Mathew 

(d) Krishna (d) None of these 

160. You want to speak to the chief of the village. You question 
three inhabitants Amar, Bobby and Charles. Only Bobby is wearing a 
red shirt. 

Amar says, “I am not Bobby’s son. The chief wears a red shirt." 

Bobby says, ”1 am Amar’s father. Charles is the chief.” 

Charles says, 'The chief is among us. I am the chief.” 

Who is the chief? 

(a) Amar (b) Bobby 

W Charles (d) none of them 

DInctimis: 

The questions 161 to 163 are based on the following graph 
which represents gross profit and net profit of a firm during 1971* 
1975. Read the graph and answer the questions. 


_ 700 
B 600 
I 500 
g 400 
300 

13 200 
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161. Average of the percentages of net profit over gross profit is: 

(a) 60.0 (b) 60.1 

(c) 60.2 (d) 61.0 

162. If net profit = gross profit - tax, the year, in which tax was least 
was; 

(a) 1975 (b) 1974 

(c^ 1973 (dj 1971 

163. Average growth of net profit (in lakhs of rupees) over the period 
is; 

(a) 135.0 (b) 136.5 

(c) 137.5 (d) 140.2 

Directions for questions 164-1 $7: 

Five persons A, B, C, D and E are wearing shirts of green, red, 
black, blue and white colours and caps of these colours as well but 
the colour of shirt and cap need not be the same. Read the following 
Information and answer the questions that follow: 

B and C are not wearing anything green or red. 

A and 0 are not wearing black shirt or cap. 

. E and A have not put on red cap or shirt 
Person with blue shirt has a black cap. 

A has not put on blue cap. 

Person with green shirt has put on a blue cap while the person with 
green cap has put on a white shirt. 

C has not put on blue shirt nor E a green cap. 

164. Who has put on the cap and the shirt of the same colour? 

(a» A (b) B (c) C (d) D 

165. Bis wearing cap. 

(a) white (b) black 


(dj red (o) green 

166. A is wearing. 

(a) white shirt and blue cap 

(b) blue shirt and red cap 

(c) white shirt and green cap 

(d) red shirt and green cap 

167. Who is wearing black shirt and blue cap? 

(a) A (b) C 

(4 E (d) None 

Directions for questions 168-170: 

Four youngmen Abhay, Bharat, Chandra and Dinesh are 
posted In Delhi, Agra, Bombay and Calcutta as chemist, doctor, 
accountant and branch-manager but not in the same order. 
Study the following statements and answer the questions that 
follow. 

The first letter of the name of the persons does not match with the 
first letter of the city where he serves or with his profession. 

Bharat does not live in Agra nor he is a doctor. 

Abhay and Chandra do not live in Delhi. 

Chandra and Dinesh are not accountant. 

The person living in Agra is a chemist. 

Abhay is not a doctor. 

168. Who is the branch manager^ 

(a) Abhay (b) Bharat 

{di Chandra (c^ Dinesh 

169. Who lives in Bombay? 

(a) Abhay (b) Bharat 

(c) Chandra (o) Dinesh 

170. Which of the following statement is wrong’’ 

(a) Chandra is a doctor. 

(b) The accountant lives in Delhi. 

(c) Dinesh is not the branch-manager. 

(o) Abhay is a chemist. 

Directions for questions 171-175: 

Study the table and answer the questions that follow; 

Wheal Procurement Prices (Rs/Quintal) 


Year 

Amount 

1976-77 

10500 

1977-78 

110,00 

1 

1978-79 

112.00 

1979-60 

115.00 

198061 

117.00 

1981-82 

130.00 

1982-83 

141.00 

198364 

151.00 


171. What is the average yearly increase in procurement prices of 
wheat irom 1976-64? 

(a) Rs6.57 (b) Rs5 

(c) Rs4.37 (d) None 

172 In which year, the increase per cent was minimum’’ 

(a) 1982-83 (b) 1980-81 

(c) 1977-78 (0) 1979-80 

173. What is the maximum increase per cent in procurement prices 
in any two consecutive years? 


W 


(b) 13% 
{dl 10 
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174. The prices in 1981 -82 is what per cent ot prices in 1977-78? 

15% {tH 91% (c) 118% (cj 120% 

175. If a farmer sells 150 quintals of wheat every year, what shall 
be the change in his income from 1982-83 to 1983-84? 

(a) RslOOO (b) Rs1500 

(c) RS1250 (d) Rs1370 

Directions for questions 176-177: 

There are 116 members in a club.The number of administrative 
officers is half of the number of businessmen.The remaining members, 
all politicians, are four less in number than the businessmen. Half 
of the members are tall, half of the businessmen are short and only 
5 politicians are tall. 

176. How many members of the club are administrative officers? 

(a) 30 (fc) 27 ((^ 32 {d) 25 

177. How many businessmen are not tall? 

(a) 30 25 (c) 33 (a) 21 

[Xrections for questions 178-182: 

Study the following graph and answer the questions based on 
It. 



178. The percentagedecreaseintheproduction from 1989-90to 1990- 
91 is: 

(a) 40% (4 43% (c) (4 

179. During which year, the percentage increase in production was 
highest as compared to the previous year? 

(a) 1986^7 (b) 1987-88 

(dj 1989-90 1991-92 

180. During which year, the per cent increase in production was 
lowest as compared to the previous year? 

(a) 1988^9 (b) 1986-87 

W 1987-88 (d) 1991-92 

181. In which of the two years, the percentage increase in production 
was equal? 

(a) 1986-87,1987-88 (b) 1987-88,1988-89 

{dl 1987-88,1991-92 (c^ 1989-90,1987-88 

182. The percentage increase in production from 1985-86 to 1991-92 
is: 

(a) 1000% (b) 700% 

(c) 600% (d) 500% 

Directions for questions 183-184: 

A is taller than F but shorter than E who is shorter than B. C 
Is not as tall as F and D Is taller than B. 

183. Who is the shortest? 

(4 B (b) F (c) C (c4 E 

184. If A, B, C, D, E and F stood in a line according to their heights 
and we started counting from the tallest as one, the fourth person would 
be: 

(4 A (b) C (c) D (4 F 

185. How many numbers from 1 to 30 can be divided by 2 and 3 both'' 

(a) 4 (4 6 (4 7 (d) None 
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Answer Sheet: Mock-Cat Test, 1998-99 

INSTRUCTIONS: # Use HB pencil only. # Erase completely to change responses. 

# Darken the square fully. # Do not make any stray marks on this sheet. 

THE AREA BELOW IS FOR MARKING ANSWERS ONLY 

(a) (/;) (c) (d) (ci) (h) (r) (d) (a) (h) ID (d) Ui) (h) (D (d.) 

!.□□□□ 57. U □ □ □ 113. □ □ U □ 150. LI □ □ □ 

2. □ □ □ □ 58. □ □ □ □ 114. □ □ LI □ 151. □ □ LI □ 

3. □ □ □ □ 59. □ □ U □ 115. □ □ LI □ 152. □ □ J □ 

4. □ □ □ □ 60. □ □ □ □ 116. □ □ □ □ 153. □ LI □ □ 

5. □ □ □ □ 61. □ □ □ □ 117. □ □ □ □ 154. □ U □ □ 

6. □ □ □ □ 62. □ □ □ □ 118. □ □ □ □ 155. □ □ □ □ 

7. □ □ □ □ 63. □ □ □ □ 119. □ □ □ □ 156. □ □ □ □ 

8. □ □ □ □ 64. □ □ □ □ 120. □ □ □ U 157. □ □ U □ 

9. □ □ □ □ 65. □ □ □ □ 121. □ □ □ □ 158. □ □ □ □ 

10. □ □ □ □ 66. □ □ □ □ 122. □ □ □ U 159. □ □ □ Q 

11. □ □ □ □ 67. U □ □ □ 123. □ □ □ □ 160. □ □ □ □ 

12. □ □ □ □ 68. □ □ □ □ 124. □ □ □ □ 161. □ □ □ □ 

13. □ □ □ □ 69. □ □ □ □ 125. □ U □ □ 162. □ □ □ □ 

14. □ □ □ □ 70. □ □ U □ 126. □ □ □ □ 163. □ □ □ □ 

15. □ □ □ □ 71. U U □ □ 127. □ □ □ □ 164. U U □ □ 

16. □ □ □ □ 72. □ □ □ □ 128. □ □ U U 165. □ □ □ D 

17. □ □ □ □ 73. □ □ □ □ 129. □ □ U □ 166. □ □ □ □ 

18. □ □ □ □ 74. U □ □ U 130. □ □ U □ 167. □ □ □ □, 

19. □ □ U □ 75. □ □ □ □ 131. □ □ □ □ 168. U □ □ □ 

20. □ □ □ □ 76. □ □ □ U 132. □ □ □ □ 169. '□ □ □ 

21. □ □ □ □ 77. □ □ □ U 133. □ □ □ □ 170. □ U □ □ 

22. □ □ U □ 78. □ □ □ U 134. □ □ LJ □ 171. □ □ □ □ 

23. □ □ □ □ 79. U □ □ □ 135. □ □ □ . □ 172. □ □ □ □ 

24. □ □ □ □ 80. U 'J □ □ 136. U □ □ □ 173. U □ □ □ 

25. □ □ □ □ 81. LI □ □ U 137. □ □ □ □ 174. □ □ □ □ 

26. □ □ U □ 82. U □ □ □ 138. LI □ □ □ 175. □ □ □ Q 

27. U IJ □ □ 83. □ □ □ U 139. □ □ U □ 176. □ □ □ □ 

28. □ U □ □ 84. □ □ □ U 140. □ □ □ □ 177. U LI □ □ 

29. □ □ U □ 85. U □ □ □ 141. U □ □ □ 178. U □ □ □ 

30. □ □ □ □ 86. □ □ □ □ 142. □ U LI iJ 179. U □ □ □ 

31. □ □ □ □ 87. U □ □ □ 143. □ U □ □ 180. 'J U □ Q 

32. □ □ □ □ 88. □ U U □ 144. LI LI □ □ 181. 'J □ □ □ 

33. □ □ □ □ 89. □ □ □ □ 145. □ LI LI U 182. □ LI U □ 

34. □ U □ □ 90. □ □ □ □ 146. □ U □ □ 183. 'J LJ □ □ 

35. □ U □ □ 91. □ □ □ □ 147. □ □ LJ □ 184. U 'J □ □ 

36. □ □ □ □ 92. U LI □ □ 148. □ □ □ □ 185. □ 'J □ □ 

37. □ □ □ LJ 93. □ □ □ □ 149. □ □ □ □ 

38. □ □ U □ 94. □ □ □ □ 

39. □ □ □ □ 95. U □ U U 

40. □ □ □ □ 96. □ □ □ U 

41. □ □ □ □ 97. □ □ □ U 

42. □ □ □ □ 98. □ □ □ □ 

43. □ □ □ □ 99. □ □ 'J □ 

44. □ □ □ U 100. □ □ LI □ 

45. □ □ LI □ 101. □ U U U 

46. □ □ □ □ 102. □ U U U 

47. □ □ □ □ 103. □ □ □ □ 

48. □ □ □ □ 104. □ □ □ □ 

49. □ □ □ □ 105. □ □ □ □ 

50. □ □ □ □ 106. □ □ □ □ 

51. □ □ □ □ 107. □ □ □ □ 

52. □ □ □ □ 108. □ □ □ □ 

53. □ □ □ □ 109. □ □ □ □ 

54. □ □ □ □ 110. □ □ □ U 

55. □ □ □ □ 111. □ □ □ □ 

56. □ □ □ □ 112. □ □ □ □ 
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DOEACC is helping revolutionise computer education in India 
by utilising the infrastructure available with computer training institutes 
in the non-lormal sector. It tries to meet the needs of the economy 
band also to fulfil the career aspirations of those who acquire computer 
education. DOEACC functions under the aegis of the Department of 
Electronics and adopts a multi-pronged approach, consisting of; 

a) Accrediting computer training institutes for conduct of 
DOEACC courses strictly on the basis of well-defined 
infrastructure norms. 

b) Formulating need-based training courses with tailor made 
syllabi that caters to the requirements of modern Information 
Technology (IT) industry. 

c) Conducting and supervising all-India examinations at more 
than 75 centres all over the country twice a year, for a 
centralised evaluation of its students’ performance. 

The result of DOEACC efforts is that its accredited training 
institutes turn out computer professionals who have both expertise 
and credibility to perform well. The strict criteria adopted by DOEACC 
for its a';credited training institutes and its course contents and its 
centralised performance evaluation, ensures wide recognition of its 
certificates/diplomas, both by the government and the private sector. 
This enhances the career prospects of its students immensely. 

Today, DOEACC has over 600 accredited computer training 
institutes for conducting its four levels of courses—the 0. A, B and 
C levels Over 1.5 lakh students from all over India have put their faith 
in DOEACC courses for different levels. It gives special emphasis on 
strengthening fundamentals and concepts, so that they may easily 
respond to the challenges imposed by the rapidly changing 
requirements of the IT industry. 

The importance of the different levels of the courses offered by 
the DOEACC can be summarised as follows: 

‘O' level—This is foundation-level course (equivalent to one 
year’s full-lim'. studies) that equips a person to perform as a 
programmer's assistant. Students are eligible after 10+2 or 10+ITI, 
lollov/ed by one year’s accredited course or one year of relevant 
experience. 

’A’ level—An advanced course that makes you a programmer. 

'B' level—This is an MCA level course that leads to making one 
a system analyst or software engineer. Students with ‘A’ level or from 
government recognised PPDCA/PGDCA, polytechnic engineering 
diploma or graduate followed in each case by an accredited ‘B’ level 
course are eligible. Exemption of some subjects/semesters is available 
for those who pass the ’A’ level or having government recognised 
PPDCA/PGDCA. 

‘C level—A master’s degree that leads to becoming a Systems 
Engineer. Students with ‘B’ level or B. Tech/BE/MCA/MSc/Master’s 
degree in Maths/Statistics/Operations Resoarch/MBA/BA with Maths 
or Statistics/GATE, followed in each case by an accredited ‘C level 
course, are eligible. 

•446 DECIEMBER'90 COMPETITION MASTER 



TTiTT 


by Parag Damn, MD, AIMA 

Information technology has revolutionised entire way of doing 
business. It has touched lives of every human being in some way or 
other. Today careers in Information Technology can be classified in 
three major categories; 

a. Hardware oriented 

b. Software oriented 

c. Management oriented 

The first category primarily deals with designing and 
manufacturing electronic components, computer systems and 
associated peripherals. The second is software development and 
the third option is management-oriented career where one can find 
employment in large companies which have an information systems 
department. Here, the job involves doing systems analysis and 
design. 

Courses and qualifications: For hardware related jobs, 
one must have engineering degree in electronics or computers 
or M.Tech. For software related courses, MCA (Master of 
Computer Applications) is a most desirable qualification. Some 
reputed training institutes such as NUT, Aptech, etc offer training 
which may be suitable at a lower ond ol software development 
activity. Large development companies such as Oracie and 
Microsoft offer specialised courses in their specific products 
which enables on^^ to pursue specific development jobs in 
specialised software area. 

In management area, one must be equipped with an MBA. IIM 
Calcutta offers a programme, PGDCAM (Post Graduate Diploma in 
Computer Aided Management), and AIMA-CME offers a programme 
called PGDITM (Post Graduate Diploma in Information Technoiogy 
and Management) which are akin to MBA information systems offered 
in the western world. 

With the advent of Internet, a lot of new generation careers 
have come to the fore. These are basically related to developing Web 
Pages, offering multimedia services through internet and conducting 
business as virtual collaborations by utilising Internet alectronic 
canvass technologies. Also, in the media business, the advent of 
multimedia technologies for application in image editing and animation 
have come to the lore. 

There are several computer training institutes and recentiv 
IGNOU has started offering courses in Web Page Design, JAVA 
programming, etc. Multimedia and related courses are offered by 
several computer training organisations. Recently, AIMA and APTC 
have started a course called professional development in 
Communication Technology and Management which provides 
inputs in Internet, Intranet, Extranet, coupled with fundamentals 
of multimedia, digital pre-press, studio communication 
applications. 

AIMA has been the pioneer in the above areas. As tar back as 
1994 it started a programme in Electronic Commerce in association 
with Deakin University Australia. 
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Qs. 1'8. For each of the following series, find out the 
missing number: 

1. 8; 12; 18;...; 40V4. 

(a) 21 (b) 24 (c) 30 (d) 27 (e) None of these 

2. 7; 6; 11; 32; 127;... 

(a) 507 (b) 436 (c) 518 

(d) 634 (c) None of these 

3. 4; 8; 9;...; 16; 64. 

(a) 18 (b) 27 (c) 21 (d) 30 (e) None of these 

4. ...; 80; 100; 125; 156V4. 

(fl) 56 (b) 60 (c) 64 (d) 68 (e) None of these 

5. 71; 73; 79; 83;.... 

(a) 89 (b) 85 (c) 87 (d) 91 (e) None of these 

6. 5; 6; 10; 12;...; 18. 

(a) 13 (b) 14 (c) 15 (d) 16 (e) None of these 

7. 121;...; 169; 196; 225. 

(a) 132 (b) 136 (c) 151 

(d) 144 (e) None of these 

8. 9; 17; 33; 65; ... 

(a) 117 (b) 129 (c) 119 (d) 99 

(c) None of these 

Qs. 9-14. in each of the following questions, the numbers 
follow a definite arrangement. Your task is to find out this 
arrangement and the missing number. 


(a) 53 (b) 47 (c) 37 

id) 61 (c) 59 



3 


5 


— 


<100 

1 

Z 



_7 _ 

Li- 


\±±±y 
10 . 2 5 
— ’ — 

3 81 \ 7 

/ 1 I 8 \ 


Am 


(a) 64 (b) 101 (f)36 

id) 49 ie) 25 


19 23 I 29 

_17_ 

13 

? 

1 I S 7 


13. 9 10 15 

? 14 11 

18 8 4 

(a) 11 (b) 10 (c) 9 

14. 16(10)36; 25(12)49; 100(?)81. 

(a) 21 (b) 53 (c) 19 

15 |2|c|5|h|?|q 

B 3 E 8 ? 17 


id) 8 ie) 7 
(d) 33 ie) 17 


10 12 11 
Wj W-L Wi; 

Qs. 16-20. Find the odd-man out 


w - 


16. (a) LKHJ (b) TSPR (c) ZVXW 

(d) GFCE ■■ ie) POLN 

17. (a) ZXVU (b) FECB (c) USQP 

id) OMKJ (e) QOML 

18. (a) BEG (b) KNP (c) SVX 

id) WZB (f) JLN 

19. (a) HEGF (b) NJLK (c) SPRQ 

(d) VSUT ie) DACB 

20. (a) BDGK (b) LNQU (i) XZCC 

id) RTWZ (e) HJMQ 

Qs. 21 and 22. In the following series of letters, which 
would be the next one? 

21. FDZ, HGY; JjX; LMW;... 

(a) NPV (b) MOU (c) MNU 

id) NQU ie) NQV 

22. AB; BD; DG; GK;... 

(a) KM (b) KN (c) KP id) KO (e) None of these 

23. How many triangles are there in the figure given below? 



(a) 13 (bl 15 (c) 17 (d) 18 (a) None of these 

24. Four out of the five words given below, are related to the 
word EXPECTATION in the same way while one is different. 
Your task is to find this odd-man out: 

(a) STATION (b) PETITION (c) EXPLOIT 

id) EXTRACTION (e) PRECALTION 

25. If during a certain year, A's birthday fell on March 4th, 
which was a Tuesday, on which date is his nuirriage anniversary 
if it is going to be celebrated on the first Friday of June? 

(a) 2nd (b) 3rd (c) 4th (d) 5th (e) 6th 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given beiow are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would come next in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
B C D 
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In each of the following questions Problem Figure I has a definite relationship with Figure 11. You have to find out from 
the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E, the figure, which has an identical relationship with Figure III 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


® A X X K 

Y □ V ® W 


□ ® A • u A 

• A CD o ☆ M 

O o □ ® #4= 


ANSWER FIGURES 



5U !,}? J!f Ji? 
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Find the odd*man out: 

ABC 





©□ W XOOOOV 

eV d^x 

^ H it ^ 


oqx / + / / my ^TVy ••/•y 

/'"/ /V* vi'X y,*y» 

y^/ yyA *^A '/^A 

/ X° A>>» AX? 


71 . vy <®> i ^7 


Each of the following questions has a set of figures having 
certain relationship. Your task is to match them with the sets 
given in A, B, C and D on the basis of similar relationship. 


H a 
H B 

© 3 
€ 

A V 
V V 
o o 

C7 a 


-H- ^ 
=1= 4^ 

X X 
X X 

(g) © 
( 8 ) © 


is (16 -12)2 = 26 . 

12. ((/) The prime numbers go zig-zagging from left-bottom line. 

13. (e) The total of numbers of Ist, 2nd and 3rd horizontal and 

vertical lines is 34, 32 and 30 respectively. 

14. (c) The arrangement is, 102(10+9)92. 

15. (b) The gap among letters increases by one. BC; CE; EH etc 

and the numbers above and below are according to the 
position of the letter in the alphabetical order. 

16. (c) 17.(6) 18. (c) 19.(6) 20. (d) 

21. (a) See the relationship among first letter (F, H, J, L, N), 

second letter (D, G, J, M, P) and the third letter (Z, Y, X, 
W,V). 

22. (c) Mark the gap among the letters. 

23. (d) 

24. (f) It has two letters which do not occur in the main word, 

the others have one only. 

25. (e) 

For folmng the next type of questions, study each figure occurring 
in the question, individually, independently as mil as in relationship 
with other figures around it. The following guidelines might come 
useful in finding out the right choice: 

(i) The figures make movement according to a set pattern. 
These moves are generally clockwise, anti-clockwise, right and 
left, corner to corner, up and down or vice-versa and along certain 
points. Different figures in the question need not move in tire 
same direction or at the same pace. (Examples, 26, 29, 39,46, 49, 
53 etc.) The figures may rotate, tilt or turn upside down during 
its movement. 

(ii) Something may be added or dropped as the pattern moves 
to the next box. (Examples, .35, 36, 37, 38, 42, 4,3, 50, 51, 52 etc.) 

(Hi) Some sets of two boxes or III boxes follow the same 
movement of figures and the same fimclion is repeated. (Examples: 
31, 39 etc.) 

(iv) Some figures interchange plaa-s according to a set p'attern. 
(Examples: 30, .32, 35, 40, 49 etc.) 

(c) A small figum or more than one figure may revolve round 
a central figure with a set pattern (Examples: 33,37,41,42,45 etc.) 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (d) each number is I’i of the preceding number. 

2. (d) the series is, (7 x 1) - 1 = 6; (6 x 2) - 1 - 11; 

(11 X 3) - 1 = .32; (32 x 4) - 1 = 127;.... 

3. (6) The scries iS, 22; 2’; 32; 3’; 

4. ’ (c) Add 34 of the number to each number to get the next one. 

5. (fl) It is a series of prime numbers. 

6. (c) There are two series 5,10,15 ... and 6,12,18. 

7. (d) The series is 112; 12 ’-, 132 ; 142 ... 

8. (b) Go on adding 8, 16,32, 64 to numbers. 

9. (fl) There are four sections, the arrangement is 72 + 22 = 53. 

10. (e) The figure has four sections; the number ought to be 

(2 + 3)2 = 25. 

11. (fl) The figure has three sections, the arrangement of numbers 


2b. 

R 
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A 
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1) 

33 
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.34. 

B 

35. 
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36. 

D 
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38. 

A 

.39. 
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C 
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A 

43. 
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45. 
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D 

47. 

D 

48 

E 

49. 

A 

50. 

r 

51. 

B 

52. 

D 

53. 

A 

54. 

E 

55 

B 

.56. 

D 

57 

E 

58. 

C 

.59. 

A 

60. 

D 

61. 

B 

62. 

A 

63 

t 

64. 

E 

65. 

B 






66. B. The pattern is wrong. 

67. D. The figures occur in proportion of 1 : 2 : .3, here it is 

2 : 2 : 2 . 

68. B. All the others have three cur\'e lines and one straight 

line. 

69. E. Only two strips should have equal number of figures. 

Here it occurs in sets of two. 

70. B. All the others have one spot less than the cross. 

71. C. The amount of lines in the inner figure should be the 

same as the outer one. 

72. D 73. C 74. B 75. A 
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Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 

1 . (a) hippopotamus(i') centaur (c) rhinoceros 


(d) mammoth (e) jaguar 

2. (a) hacksaw (b) mallet (c) chisel 

(d) shovel (e) screwdriver 

3. (a) mast (b) keyboard (c) deck 

(d) stern (e) bow 

4. (a) gibbon (b) colt (c) piglet 

(d) calf (c) cub 

5. (a) spectacles (b) crutches (c) hearing-aid 

(d) Jaipurfoot (e) glove 

6. (a) Cancer (b) Equator (c) Capricorn 

(d) Scorpio (c) Taurus 

7. (a) Pyramids (b) Sphinx (c) Pharaoh 

(d) Miunmy (e) Papa 

8. (a) best (b) fist (c) rent 

(d) cent (e) bevy 

Qs. 9-14. In each of the following questions, a pair of words 
is given, the two words having a definite relationship. Your 
task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of words that 
does not have the same relationship; 

9. France : Europe 


(a) Egypt: Africa (b) Maharashtra : India 

(c) U.S.A. : N. America (d) Japan : Asia 

10. tailor: stitch 

(a) chef; cook (b) driver : drive 

(c) professor : teach (d) cobbler: shoe 

11. two : five 

(a) Suez : Panama (b) snake : python 

(c) dollar: ounce (d) golf: plo 

12. hand thumb 

(a) door: latch (b) elephant: trunk 

(f) earth . moon (d) car : tyre 

13. ocean : drops 

ta) book : pages (b) sky : stars 

(c) house ■ bricks (d) skeleton ■ bones 

14. butter: milk 

(a) tumituie : furnishing (b) vaseline : pertrol 

(c) jam : fruit (d) paper : wood 

Qs. 15-20. Each of the following questions has three items, 
related to one another in a definite way. Your task is to match them 
with the sets given in (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and (/) on the basis of similar 
relationship. The order of the items need not be the same. 

15. molar: teeth : incisor 

(a) rubber : ball: tyre 

16. dictionary : atlas : novel 

(b) needle : stitching : thread 


17. fan ; A.C. : room-cooler 

(c) quadrilateral : rhombus : parallelogram 

18. curtain : shirt: cloth 

(d) iron : wood : axe 

19. cake : sugar ; flour 

(e) kris : sword : dagger 

20. bat; ball: cricket 

(J) rat: hedgehog : squirrel 

Qs. 21-27. In each of the following questions, a word is 
followed by letters which are codes for letters used in words. 
Your task is to find out the right code for letters enclosed in 
box. 


21. 

F 

0 (H 

E S 

T 





(fl) 

z 

(b) b 

(c) k 

(d) q 

(c) 

g 

(/) 

y 

22. 

[1 

A R 

D E 

N 





(fl) 

v 

(b) p 

(c) b 

(d) X 

(c) 

g 

(0 

1 

23. 

C 

H A 

R 

S 




(«) 

z 

(b) u 

(c) V 

(d) d 

(r) 

8 

(h 

w 

24. 

T 1 

E] 0 

R N 

S 



(fl) 

w 

(fe)g 

(c) X 

(d) y 

(<■) 

z 

if) 

q 

25. 

N 

0 R 

M A 

m 





(fl) 

Zr, 

(b)v. 

(c) i 

(d) 8 

O') 

11 

if) 

X 

26. 


A R 

W ! 

N 





(«) 

g 

(fc) P 

(c) j 

(d) f 

O') 

X 

if) 

\’ 

27. 

W 

I □ 

K E 

T 





(«) 

j 

(b) m 

(c) q 

(d) d 

O') 

h 

if) 

f 

Qs 

. 28- 

29. Two 

officers exchanged an 

important secret 


message through codes that made it appear like a friendly chat 
of two intimate pals. Your task is to decode the message and 
answer the questions that follow. 

"Amit dear, happy birthday", meant, "What is Ahmed 
carrying?" 

"Ajay! birthday was yesterday", meant, ".Mimed ha^ some 
drugs." 

"But Amit, yesterday 1...", meant, "What has police done?" 

"Ajay dear, I understand", meant, "Police is seizing drugs." 

28. What is the code for'drugs'? 

(a) dear (b) birthday (c) yestttday 

(d) Ajay (e) was 

29. What does 'I' mean? 

(a) seizing (b) police (c) what 

(d) has (c) done 

30. A team of four is to be selected out of seven persons. A, 
B, C, D, E, F and G according to the following decisions: 

D and E should not be togetlier. 

A must be with G while B must be with C. 

F will not be with C. 


(c) what 
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A would be with D. 

The team consists of: 

(a) ABCD (b) ABCCl (c) ADFG 

^ (d) ACDG (c) ACFG 

Qs. 31-33. TWo places, A and B had a regular bus service. 
The bus, starting from A went 1 km south, turned left and covered 
3 km, turned right and covered 1 km, then turned left and drove 
on for 5 km, turned left and covered 2 km and finally turned 
right and arrived at B after driving for 2 km. However, the 
government decided to construct a direct road between A and B 
but only government buses were allowed on the direct route. 
The private buses followed the same old route. 

Now answer the following questions: 

31. How much distance was saved if one went in the 
government buses on the direct route from A to B as compared 
to the other route? 

(fl) 2 km (b) 3 km (c) 4 km (d) 5 km (c) Can't say 

32. The government bus took 15 minutes in reaching from 
A to B. The private bus owners took at as a challenge and took 
the same amount of time although the route was longer. The 

speed of the private bus was.km per hour more as compared 

to the government buses. 

(rt) 16 km per hour (b) 14 km per hour 

(c) 20 km per hour (d) 12 km per hour 

(c) 15 km per hour 

.33. If both the buses charge Ks .3..50 paisa from A to B, the 
bus fare of the longer route is how much less than the siiorter 
route? 

(«) 15 paisa per km (b) 20 paisa per km 

(i ) 5 paisa per km (d) 10 paisa per km 

((') Can't say 

Qs. 34-36. Eight persons. A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting 
in a circle around a table facing one another. Read the following 
statements carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

B is tacmg D. 

F is between C and H. 

G and F have two persons between them. 

C is to the left of D. 

F is not lacing H. 

34. Who is to the right of <*.? 

(fl) U (b) 1- (c) G (d) B (c) None of these 

.35. B is between ... 

{fl) E and H (b) D and 1- (r) Ci and F. 

(d) E and D (c) None of these 

36. Which of the following statements is wrong’ 

(a) H is to the left ol B 
(f>) U is between C and A 

(c) E is facing F 

(d) A is facing H 

(e) B and F have one person between them. 

Qs. 37-38. In a room, there are some tables with four legs 
each, some tripods with three tegs each and some standing 
blackboards with two legs each. The total of items is 40 and that 
of the legs, 133. Answer questions 37 and 38 on the basis of 
information given below; 


III) B (c) None of thi'se 


(0 There arc four more tripods than tables. 

(ii) The ratio betwpen the Ic^ of tables and blackboards is 
5 : 1. 

(ill) The tripods have 45 legs more than blackboards. 

37. How many tables are there? 

(fl) 14 (b) 15 (c) 16 (d) 18 

(c) None of thi'se 

,38. Which of the statements is superfluous? 

(fl) (0 (b) (ii) {(■) (Hi) (d) all 

(c) Any two of the three 

Qs 39-40. Five persons, P, Q, R, S and T are sitting in a 
room. Q, a widow is the mother-in-law of S, who is P's wife, 
while R is the wife of T who is the brother-in-law of P. 

.39. PisR's... 

(n) brother-in-law (b) sister (c) brother 

(d) father (e) son-in-law 

40. T is Q's... 

(ii) son-in-law (b) son (c) nephew 

(d) brother (c) father 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each questum below are jfiiicn Iwa stafementi; followed bi/foiir 
conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to lake the two ,^/tvn 
statements to be true even if they appear at variance with commonly 
known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide which of flu: 
l^ioen conclusions logically follow from the two given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 

Rlatemenls- 

41. 1. All bottles are cups. 

2. All cups are glasses. 

Conclusions: 

1. All bottles are glasses. 

II. All cups are bottles. 

III. All glasses are cups. 

IV. borne glasses are cups. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(r) Only IV follows (d) Only I and IV follow. 

((’) Either II or III follows. 

Statements- 

42. 1 All trees are flowers. 

2. No flower is red. 

Conclusions' 

1. All flowers are trees. 

II. borne flowers are ri*d. 

III. Some trees are red. 

IV. All the items, except flowers are red. 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some buckets are taps. 

2. All taps are pipes. 

Condu.s'ions; 

1. Some buckets are pipes. 
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n. Some pipes are neither bucket nor pipe, 
m. All taps are buckets. 
rV. Some taps are not buckets. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only D follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(f) Either n or III foUows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. All chairs are tables. 

2. Some tables are stools. 

Conclusions: 

1. All tables are chairs. 

II. No stool is a chair. 

III. Some chairs are not tables. 
rV. Some stools are chairs. 

(fl) Only I & II follow. (b) Only HI and IV follow, 

(c) Either H or IV follows. (d) Only H follows. 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All men are husbands. 

2. Some bachelors are men. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some men are not bachelors. 

11. Some husbands are bachelors. 

HI. Some men are not husbands. 

IV. All husbands are men. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. I. All children are not tall. 

2. All tall objects arc not heavy. 

Conclusions- 

1. Short children are heavy. 

II. Some children arc short. 

III. Some tall objects are heavy. 

IV. Some tall children are heavy. 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only II and III follow, 

(c) Only 1 and 111 follow. (d) Either IH or IV follows. 

(f) I'ithei i or IV follows. 

Statements. 

47. 1. Some icebergs arc glaciers. 

2. Some glaciers are rivers. 

Conclusions- 

I. Some ic«>bcrgs are rivers. 

II. Every river is either a glacier or a river. 

HI. No iceberg is a river. 

IV, All rivers are glaciers. 

(a) Either I or HI follows. (b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Only I and H follow. 

(d) Only HI and IV follow, (e) All the four follow. 
Statements: 

48. 1. Some papers are books. 

2. Some calendars are books. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some books are neither paper nor calendar. 
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n. Every book is either calendar or paper. 

HI. Some books are calendar as well as paper. 

IV. The books that ate calendars are not papers. 

(fl) Only I and H follow. (b) Only HI and IV follow, 

(c) Either IH or IV follows. (d) Either II or IV follows, 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered 1, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumption or 
assumptions are implxit in the statement. Then decide which of the 
answers is correct. 

Statement: 

49. Two more directors of a non-banking finance company 
were arrested by the Economic Offences Wing of the Crime Branch. 
Assumptions: 

I. The directors were involved in duping investors of 
their money. 

n. Some directors had already been arrested prior to 
this statement. 

HI. All non-banking finance companies are bogus. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (b) Only H and IH are implicit. 

(c) Only I and H arc implicit. 

(d) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

50. No country feels secure unless its internal security 

defence measures and economic growth is well organised. 
Assumptions: * 

I. Some countries are not feeling secure these days. 

II. The countries that have all the three things 
mentioned above do not have any problems. 

III. For perfect security, a country ought to be strong 
enough to protect herself from invaders as well as 
from anti-social elements and underworld activists 
within. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only HI Ls implicit. (d) Either I or H is implicit. 

(c) Either II or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. The Airlines have demanded more than 200 new, aircraft. 
Assumptions: 

I. Most of their present aircraft are old hence need 
replacements. 

II, The Airlines are not able to cope with the increasing 
number of passengers hence want to add more 
aircraft to their fleet. 

IH. The Airlines know that if they ask for 200 aircraft 
they would be sanctioned a hundred only. 

(fl) Only I and H are implicit. 

(b) Only H and IH are implicit. 

(c) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(d) Either H or HI is implicit, (e) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

52. Although Mr X had shown his inclination to resign from 



the ministership and retire from politics, he does not seem to do 
either of these tilings and is preparing himself to contest in the 
forthcoming elections. 

Assumptions: 

I. Mr X is rather old and does not enjoy a good health. 

II. Politician do not always do what others think 
they are going to do. 

in. It is not easy to leave the chair or position of 
authority once you liave the taste of it. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only I and II are implicit. 

(c) Only n is implicit. (d) Only II and III are implicit, 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. A world-bank-aided project, aimed at providing health 
services to slum-dwellers in State X, is soon going to be 
implemented. 

Assumptions: 

I. At present there are absolutely no medical aids 
available to these persons. 

II. Other States in the country already have such 
projects. 

III. If, after a while, the slum-dwellers continue to suffer 
due to ill-health, the project will be 
withdrawn. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Each question given below consists of a question followed by hoo 
statements numbered I and 11 You have to decide whether the data 
provided in the statements is sufficient to answer the questions. Mark 
your answers as under' 

(a) The data provided in 1 alone is sufficient to answer the 
question while the data provided in II is not sufficient 
to answer the question. 

(b) The data provided in II alone is sufficient to answer the 
question while the data provided in I is not sufficient to 
answer the question. 

(c) If both 1 and II combined provide answer to the question. 

(d) If either 1 alone or II alone is sufficient to answer the 
question. 

(e) If neither I alone nore II alone nor both combined are 
sufficient to answer the question. 

Question: 

54. Why is every fourth year a leap year? 

Statements: 

I. The year, that can be divided by 4 is a leap year, 
n. During that particular year, the earth requires 366 
days to complete its circle round the sun. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) O id) a (e) Cl 

Question: 

55. How many children are there in Manju's class? 
Statements: 

I. In the first terminals, Manju got 12th rank, 
n. In the second terminals, she was 5th from the last 


and 26th from the top. 

(fl) Cl (b) □ (c) n (d) 0 (c) 1 

Question: ■ * 

56. To which doctor did Mr Narayan go for the treatment of 
his eczema? 

Statements: 

I. Mr Naravan always consults specialists for his 


Mr Narayan always consults specialists for his 
ailments. 

Dr Jacob is the only skin specialist in the cit>-. 

(i>) 0 (c) □ »(d) Cl (e) Cl 


n. Dr Jacob is the only skin specialist in the cit>-. 

(fl) Cl (b) C) (c) □ »(d) Cl (e) Cl 

Question: 

57. Why do infants start crying as soon as they are born? 
Statements- 

I. Their sixth sense tells them that they have landed 
in a world full of pains and sufferings. 

II. The team of doctors and nurses around frightens 
them. 

(a) n (b) Cl (c) n id) Cl (e) n 

Question- 

58. Why do migratory birds come to the .same location every 
year at the same time? 

Statements: 

I. Most of the moves made by the migratory birds are 
instinctive. 

I 

II. They leave their nests at different places during their 
migration. 

(n) □ (b) n (c) Cl (d) Cl (c) H 

In each of the following questions, an assertion 'A' is followed by 
two reasons numbered Rl and Rll. Apply the reasons to the assertion 
and see which of the reasons leads to the assertion. Tick-mark your 
answers as follows: 

(a) Only RI is the reason for A. 

(b) Only Rll is the reason for A 

(r) Both RI and RII are the reasons for A. 

(d) Fither RI or Rll's tlie reason for A. 

((’) Neither Rl nor RII is the reason for A 

59. A. Hunting and killing wild animals, specially an 
endangered species is a crime. 

RI. Wild life must be preserved to maintain the 
ecological balance. 

RII If killing wild animals was not declared as a crime, 
it would result in extinction of many species 

(a) n (b) O (f) n. id) -i (e) :i 

60. A. Only science students with a knowledge of 
mathematics are eligible for becoming pilots. 

RI. Learning to operate a complicated flying machine 
requires a knowledge of science and accuracy of 
mathematics. 

RII. Persons, who have studied arts, often get carried 
aw’ay by their imagination and that would be 
dangerous for a pilot and his aircraft. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (c) d 

61. A. The whole world talks about nuclear disarmament 
and yet every country tries to acquire as many N.-weapons as 
possible. 


DECEMBER 'SB COMPETITION MASTER 457 



RI. If a nation i& not well armed with nuclear weapons, 
it feels insecure. 

Rll. All the countries in the world have the technology 
to produce N.-weapons. 

(a) n (h) n (c) n (d) n w n 

62. A. There are only two Sun Temples in India; one is the 
famous Konark Sun Temple and the other one is in Kumaon hills 
which is not very famous but is centuries old. 

Rl. Later generations stopped worsliipping the Sun as God. 
Rn. Building Sim temple is a very expensive affair. 

(a) n (b) n (c) n (</) n (c) n 

63. A. Persons, accused of murder and found guilty are 
either punished with transportation for life or are given capital 
punishment. 

RI. Such hard-core criminals are not fit to live in .society. 
Rll. One must pay for one's evil deeds and it is the duty 
of the court of law to decide what Ls to be done to 
him. 

(a) n (b) n (c) n (d) □ (c) n 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (b) Centaur is an imaginary creature, half human, half horse 

2. (d) It is the only gardener's tool among the carpenter's. 

3 (b) All the others are parts of ship, this one is a part of musical 
instruments. 

4. (a) All the others are young ones of animals, this one is a regular 

monkey. 

5. (f) All the others are aids used for some or the other disability 

6. (b) All the others are signs of Zodiac. 

7. (e) All the others are connected with ancient Pgyptian 

civilization. 

8. (c) In all the others, the letters of the words are in alphabetical 

order 

4. (b) In all the others the relationship is that of continent and 
country, here it is country and state. 

10. (i/) In all the others, the relationship is that of the person and 

his work, here it is the person and the product. 

11. (c) In all the others, the two items belong to the same general 

group, here, one is currency and the other Ls a unit of weight. 

12. (r) In all the others, one is a part of the other. 

1.3. (b) In all ttic others, the first is made by the others, but stars 

don't make sky. 

14. (a) All the others are products of the item mentioned with them. 

15. (i) The relationship is that of two items of a general group. 

16. {/} The three items belong to one general group. 

17. (e) They arc different items used for a common purpose. 

IS. (ii) Two of the items are made with the third one. 

19. (d) Two of the items are needed for making the third one. 

20 (b) Two of the items are es.scntial parts of the thi. l one. 

(l.s. 21-21', Serf uul cotiimim Ictti’rs/uiords and match them mih 
amiiimi lelwrs/uiords ^ivcii in code. 

21. (r) 22 if) 23. (b) 24 (a) 25 (c) 26. (b) 

27. (d) 28 (if) 29. (b) 30. (c) 


34. 

(c) 


© 

f,® 

35. 

(«) 




36. 

(c) 


(SS 


37. 

(f>) 




.38. 

(f) Couldn't be (if) 

as there would be more than one answer, 



e.j., 15, 19, 6 and 18, 17, 5 respectively. 

39. 

(c) 

40. (a) 


Q 





1 


Rfdaughter) + T (husband) 


P (son) + S (wife) 


Qs4l-48. The best way to solve these questions is by drawing diagrams 
of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool-proof conclusion. 
Ut each item be represented by a cirice u respectwc of its size. Here are a 
few examples: 






4S- W ( B D T ) P ) t B 


C T C S 


(© 0 ( 0 © 


jft Mil ^ oompm wRli quaaUnn no. 49. Cliocfc by 



T C S T 


C T H C 



H C T ( H 


« IS n 




-(mmcT) 


31. (c) 

32. («) 

33. (d) 


SIot 
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49. (c) 50. (f) 51. (fl) 52. (d) 53. (c) 54. (e) 

55. (b) 56. (c) 57, (e) 58. (a) 59. (c) 60. (a) 

61. (ii) 62. (e) 63. (r) 
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INDIA-PAKISTAN 
No headway in resumed talks 

O N October 16, 1998, Foreign 
Secretary of India, Mr K. Raghunath 
and his Pakistani counterpart Shanashad 
Ahmed, re-opened their dialogue, stalled 
for the past one year. The talks v/ere held 
at Islamabad. 

The talks followed a meeting in New 
York between Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Bchari Vajpayee and Pakistan Prime 
Miruster Nawaz Sharif who gave their 
officials the mandate to resume the dia¬ 
logue that had been disrupted in 
September 1997, because the two sides 
could not agree on the modalities to dis¬ 
cuss Kashmir. 

Ihe talks ended without any dra¬ 
matic results. The two sides, however, 
agreed to continue dialogue to develop 
mutual restraint and mutual confidence 
and find a permanent solution to the 
Kashmir dispute. A joint statement said 
that the two foreign secretaries will meet 
again in the first fortnight of February, 
1999. 

On Kashmir, both the sides merely 
reiterated known positions. India said a 
Kashmir solution was not possible till 
Pakistan realised the futility of "fuelled, 
supported and instigated terrorism" in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The Indian officials 
contended that once the "external ele¬ 
ment" in Kashmir disappeared, it would 
not take any time for the northern State to 
come back to normal as the local popula¬ 
tion had wearied of nine years of insur¬ 
gency which had taken a toll of over 

Do You Know... 

Legendary Hollywood film-maker Roger 
Corman has decided to shoot his next 
film in Hyderabad. Titled Nightfall, it is 
based on the science fiction story by 
Isooc Asimov. The shooting of the film 
will start in January, 1999. 


Economic News 


The Collapse of the US-64 

Already suffering from'an economic slowdown, the financial markets took another 
beating as the mutual fund of the Unit Trust of India (UTt) collapsed. The US-64 crisis 
showed all that was wrong with the public sector—mismanagement and reckless inter¬ 
ference by the Finance Ministry. 

Mutual funds are valued by their Net Asset Value (NAV). Fund managers invest in 
the share market using the funds raised from selling units. The US-64 was sold for Rs 14 
of which Rs 10 went in the capital account and Rs 4 into the share premium reserve. The 
fund managers could thus invest Rs 14 in the market. If the value of the holdings went 
down as a result of stock market fluctuations, it would be debited to Ihe reserves. 

On June 30,1998, Ihe reserves of US-64, amounting to Rs 1,090 crore, turned neg¬ 
ative. This meant that the investments made by US-64 tell so low as to entirely wipe out 
the resen/es. The NAV came to Rs 9.45 against a paid-up value of Rs 14. The misman¬ 
agement was evident in the fact that though the Sensex fell by 20% from 1994 to 1996, 
the NAV of the US-64 plunged by 60%, meaning that UTI did thrice as bad as anyone 
who may have Invested in the stock market blindly. 

On September 25, UTI brought out its draft annual report which, lor the first time, * 
indicated that its reserves had turned negative.Thus, investors had been paying more 
than Rs 14 for units which have been worth far less. 

The government's response has been typical. Economic advisor to the Finance 
Ministry, Mohan Guruswamy, blamed foreign institutional investors, but it was clearly a 
case of mismanagement. Eariier Chairmen of UTI prevented the fund to come under the 
purview of SEBI and fumed a safe fund into a high-risk portfolio. The present Chairman, 
P.V. Subramanyam, tried to stem the p^nic, but failed. , 

Over the years, UTI has been selling its shares at a premium. While it did make a 
profit in the short run, gradually it was left with low-performing stocks; PSU shares, com¬ 
modity stocks and dud companies. To worsen matters, the fund declared a 
bonus of 1:10 in June, 1996, which further depleted reserves. 

Companies and investors will now want to opt out of the fund, but since the repur¬ 
chase price is still Rs 14, UTI loses further money each time it buys back a unit. The cri¬ 
sis may, thus, only be beginning. 

Since it is a public sector fund, ultimately the government will have to bail it out and 
the final bill may have to be paid by the taxpayer. If banks are asked to bail if out, it may 
trigger a crisis in the entire financial sector. The government still does not know what 
should be done. Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha has said that "whatever needs to be 
done will be done at an appropriate time", showing a tendency to put off the issue. As the 
fund continues to lose money, the final bill to save US-64 may be Rs 5,000 crore. 

Funds invested in UTI were mismanaged as any Non-Banking Finance Company 
(NBFC)or agricultural company may have done. The question is; Should the nation pay 
for the misdeeds of the fund managers? 


20,000 lives. 

Pakistan's contention w.ns tliat Indi. 
should realise the "Indigenous nature" ot 
the Kashmir "rebellion" and the only 
way was to go back to the 1948 UN reso¬ 
lution that called for a plebiscite in the 
region after withdrawal of rival troops. 
But since the troop withdrawal was nev¬ 
er carried out, the plebiscite never took 
place and India had since maintained that 
over the years the resolution had become 
irrelevant as Kashmir's accession to India 
had become "legally incontestable". 


Aside of the major stickuig points, 
the two sides have agreed to start a direct 
bus service between Delhi and I,ahorf 
India has decided to buy power from 
Pakistan and both the governments have 
declared they would take a more lenient 
view of civilian detainees, especially poor 
fishermen who stray into each other's ter¬ 
ritory 

Proposals on Confidence Building 
Measures tliat could lead to a nuclear and 
missile restraint were also discussed. 
Indian proposals included an exchange of 
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highest battlefield. 

New Delhi, in 
turn, regretted 
Islamabad's 
adamant posture 
in not accepting 
the CBMs which 
were aimed at end¬ 
ing daily heavy 
artillery and mor¬ 
tar exchanges 
betw'een the armies 
stationed at the 
18,000-feet high 
glacier in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 
While the Pakistani 
delegation insisted 
on re-deployment 
of forces in 
Siachsn, Indian 
side asserted that 


total cessation of hostilities and a cease¬ 
fire ought to be the first major step. 

Earlier, the two sides had failed to 
reach a breakthrough on the dispute over 
the Tulbul navigation project in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

The Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu 
and Kashmir, demarcated following the 
Simla agreement, extends iipto point 
Nj9842 on the map. Pakistan maintains 
that India intruded into Pakistan-con¬ 
trolled territory in 1984, have interpreted 
the Simla agreement term "north to glac¬ 
iers" to mean a line eastw’ords towards 
Karakoram pass. India interpreted it 
more literally, thereby putting the 
Siachen glacier to the cast of demarcated 
line. 

At present India is clearly in com¬ 
mand of the Saltro ridge, with Pakistan 
occupying lire lov»,er reaches. There has 
been regular exchange of fire between the 




views on security and nuclear doctrine to 
avoid nuclear conflicts, secure and fail¬ 
safe commimication between civil, politi¬ 
cal and military authorities, prior notifi¬ 
cation of missile testing and a consulta¬ 
tive mechanism for a periodic review of 
CBMs. 

Pakistan proposed the non-use of 
force or a non-aggression pact, mutual 
restrain in nuclear and ballistic fields and 
regime that can avert the risk of nuclear 
conflict and prevent an expensive nuclear 
and missile race. 

No headway in talks over 
Siachen 

D uring the meeting in New Delhi, 
on November 6, 199S, between 
Pakistani delegation, led by Defence 
Secretary Lt Gen (retd) Iftikar Ali Khan, 
and Indian team, led by Defence 
Secretary Ajit Kumar, no solution could 
be found to the contentious Siachen glac¬ 
ier issue. Islamabad rejected Confidence- 
Building Measures (CBMs) proposed by 
New Delhi, including a ceasefire, to 
establish durable peace at the world's 

Do You Know... 

' The World Thrift Day was observed on 
October 30, 1996. 


Economic News 


RBI’s credit policy for second half of 1998'99 

In its monetary and credit policy for second hall of 1998-99, the Reserve Bank of 
India has tightened operational norms for domestic financial market, to insulate it from 
East Asia—like currency crisis. RBI, however, left the high money supply In the economy 
untouched, thus underplaying the inflationary pressures. The lending rates and cash 
resenre ratio has also been left unchanged at 9 and 11 per cent, respectively. 

RBI governor, Mr Bimai Jalan, however, cautioned that the RBI would adopt tighter 
monetary stances if inflation increases furiher. or in case of external pressures. 

Expressing concern over the eight per cent inflation. Mr Jalan said money supply 
growth was much higher than expected growth of the economy and was inconsistent with 
the objective of general price stability maintenance though the outlook for industrial 
growth continued to be uncertain and external environment was highly unfavourable. 

Though present monetary situation provided a case lor monetary tightening, per¬ 
sisting industrial slowdown prevented the RBI from increasing banks' CRR or interest 
rates with Mr Jalan clarifying that monetary and credit policies would continue as before. 

The RBI also reduced the time-frame from 24 to 18 months for categorising advance 
as doubtful debt from March 31. 2001 and said norms for cutting it further to 12 months 
would be announced later. 

Mr Jalan has advised banks to introduce effective risk management systems 
to cover credit risk, market risk and operational risk on a priority basis. A comprehensive 
risk measurement approach should be adopted and a detailed structure of operating lim¬ 
its, guidelines and other parameters should be put in place. 

Foreign exchange open position would cairy 100 per cent risk weight with effect from 
March 31,1999. 

Risk weight for government-guaranteed advances which go into default is being 
Introduced from March 31, 2000. Twenty per cent risk weight has to be assigned tor 
defaults as on March 31,2000 and defaults continuing after March 31,2001,100 per cent 
weight. 

Banks have also been advlsea to address market risks In a structured manner by 
adopting a comprehensive asset-liability management practices from April 1,1999. RBI 
will soon Issue guidelines on management of credit risk, market risk and operational risk. 
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Economic News 


CAPITAL MARKET: Ordinance allows 25% buyback option 

On October 31,1998, President K. R. Narayanan promulgated an ordinance to allow 
companies to buyback their shares upto 25 per cent ol the paid-up capital and 
free reserves. The ordinance also allows inter>corporBte investments and issue 
of sweat equity. 

The ordinance has stipulated that the buyback process will have to be completed 
within 12 months from the date of passing the special resolution authorised by the Article 
of Association of Company and passed by its general meeting. The companies shall not 
make any further issue of securities within 24 months from the date they complete the 
buyback of its securities, except by way of bonus issue, converdon of warrants, prefer¬ 
ence shares/debantures. 

Companies which have defaulted in repayment of deposits, redemption of deben¬ 
ture/preference shares and repayment to FIs will not be allowed the buyback option. By 
ordinance provisions, shares bought back shall be extinguished and destroyed 
within seven days from the date of buyback. 

With the ordinance in place, companies can now make investments or give loans 
upto 60 per cent of their net worth. Beyond that, they will have to pass a special resolu¬ 
tion in the general meeting detailing the limits, the particulars of the body corporate in 
which the investment is to be made, purpose and source of funding. Companies will not 
be allowed to lend or make investment at interest rate lower than prevailing bank rate. 


two sides, since 1984. 

Pakistan harked back to an 1989 
agreement between the two countries 
p which had agreed to a redeployment of 
forces in Siachen. They quoted from a 
joint statement by the Defence Secretaries 
in 1989 which said the two sides had. 
agreed to work towards a comprehensive 
settlement based on redeployment so as 
to conform to the Simla Agreement. Their 
contention is India is now backing out 
from that agreement, which was 
approved by the then Prime Ministers, 
Rajiv Gandhi and Benarir Bhutto. 

India terms this sknd 'somewhat 
strange and bi/aire", saying 1989 talks wciv 

only part of a continuous pnxess (this is llie 

sevcntli in a long line of talks on the .subject), 

and that the understanding tliai was based cm 

die gniund realities—these' realities dianged 

with intensification of terrorist activities in 

Jammu and Kashmir scxin afterwards. Hena* 

India's evasii eness on the 1^89 agreement 

Pakistan also rejected India's insis¬ 
tence on autlientication of ground posi¬ 
tions before redeployment saying tins 
could be an opening for India to reliirn to 
the mountain-tops. India maintains that if 
they move back without authentication, 
Pakistan could use the absence of Indian 
troops to mo\ e m. The Director-General 
Military (iperalions (DGVIO), General 
Inder Verma said, "we are sitting in our 
area. V'V'hy should we vacate what legallv 
and historically belongs to us?" 

INDIA-FRANCE 
Strategic dialogue held 

I NDIA and Trance drove another nail 
into the coffin ot New litelhi's post- 
Pokhran isolation, v\ hen they held a for¬ 
mal strategic dialogue on October 21, 
1998. 

For bidia, the dialogue wifli Paris 
came at a time when talks with USA had 
hit a road block. New Delhi hopes that a 
successful Indo-French dialogue will help 
push the US to be somewhat more 


Do You Know... 

Tha Chief of Army Staff, Gen V.P, Malik 
has onnounced thof 1999 would be 
observed as the "Year of the Jawon". 


accommodating. 

For France, a strategic relation willi 
India will go a long way m enhancing its 
own role as a scrums minded global 
playei. 

1 he two-day talks between Principal 
Secretary Brajesh Mishra and French 
President's special envoy Gerard Hcrrerc 
covered a gnmul of issues, from improv¬ 
ing economic ties to enhanced strategic 
mter-artion. Both sides also discussed 
nuclear-missile issues, India's relations 
with niiclear-I’akistan, New Delhi's posi¬ 
tion of CTBT as well as its role in the 
Fissile cut-off convention. 

According to highly placed sources, 
France is understood to have agreed to 
give dual-purpose technology to India, 
denied so far by the USA, and its allies, 
recognising that India's need is genuinely 
for economic development 

Overall, it was felt that the firsl-c er 
interaction of this nature went off well, 
yielding "substantive and progressive" 
results. 

SCANDALS/CORRUPTION 
Vigilance panel to have four 
members 

HASTENED by the Supreme Court's 
directive, the Union government, on 
October 28, 1998, issued another ordi¬ 


nance to make tlic Central Vigilance 
C'ommi|sion (CVC) a four-member body 
that will include non-bureaucrats. 

The government also dropped from 
the August 25 Ordinance-—which had 
made commissioners' post open only to 
bureaucrats—the 'single directive' provi¬ 
sion by which it was mandatory tor any 
investigating agency to seek permission 
of the competent authority before launch¬ 
ing probe against officials above the rank 
of joint secretary and other high ranking 
bnnk and public sector officials, 

The CVC (amendment) Ordinance 
also omitted ihe post of cx-officio mem¬ 
ber of the commission given to the secre¬ 
tary personnel m tlie Union government. 

Now the vigilance commissioners 
could be selected from among experts 
from financial field including those in 
banking, law, vigilance and investiga¬ 
tions. 

Meanwhile the CVC, as part of a 
series of measures to curb corruption pro¬ 
poses to put a blanket ban on post-tender 
negotiations by public sector units. 

Stating that post-tender negotiations 
were a major source of corruption, the 
commission has fixed a meeting of top 
executives of telecom, railways and major 
reUs in mid-November to finakse the 
proposals to prohibit this practice. 

TTiis would end a very big source of 
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ECONOMY: Prime Minister promises big push 

On October 24,1993, Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee unleashed a Series of 
measures which, if achieved in fuH, could pull the economy out of Its present slumber. The 
highlights of Mr Vajpayee's plan are; 

■ Work to begin on six-lane Kashmlr-KanyakumatVSlIchar-Saurashtra highway at a cost 
of R$ 28,000 crore. 

■ No approvals required lor Intercorporate investment. 

■ Buyback of shares soon, creeping acquisitiQn limit to be hiked. 

■ More transparent mechanism lor PSU restructuringfcflvestment in 30 days. 

■ Punitive action within 3 months against promoters who took investors for a ride. 

■ Jaswant Singh taskforce to resolve telecom license fee tangle. 

■ 5 world class international air-ports with full foreign equity to be identified. 

Earlier, on October 16, at the first meeting of the Economic Advisory Council, Mr 
Vajpayee struck a positive note, saying that the recent data showed that Indian economy 
would achieve a 6.3 percent growth in 1998-99, as against 5.1 per cent in the .previous 
year. 

Mr Vajpayee maintained that the downturn in the global economy was partly respon-. 
sible for the present difficulties of domestic trade and Industry and that India has to evolve 
a "strategic response” to the crisis. 

Reiterating that the fundamentals of the Indian economy were sound, Mr Vajpayee 
said there was a “Big Indian Opportunity” watting to be reaped once the cycle of recov¬ 
ery and high growth sets in. Government, business and industry should work together to 
realise this opportunity, he said. On October 26, Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha 
announced a seven-point plan to provide faster and sustained growth. The highlights of 
his plan were; 

■ Contain fiscal deficit to under 3% 

■ Streamline automatic approval route 

■ Beet up SSIs against MNC competition 

■ Improve movement of goods betweeivStates 

■ Let pricing & tariff be determined by market forces 

■ Rationalise labour taws 

■ Investing in health and education, and framing of a human resource plan 


cc»:ruption in one stroke, chief vigilance 
commissiciner N. Vitlal said. 

Bihar govt told to set up 
courts to deal with graft cases 

HE Supreme Court has fixed a three- 
month deadline for the Bihar govern¬ 
ment to set up at least five special courts 
to try corruption cases in the State 

Underscoring the guidelines for 
speedy trial of corruption cases, the court 
recalled the 1992 judgement in the former 
Maharashtra Chief Minister A.R. 
Antulay's case, where the court had dealt 
with the right of speedy trial of accused 
and laid down 11 guidelines for the pur¬ 
pose. The court cited several other judge¬ 
ments which had also recognised the fun¬ 
damental right of speedy trial of an 
accused. 

The bench said that in cases where 
the trial.is for an offence punishable with 
imprisonment for a peric^ not exceeding 
seven years, whether the accused is in jail 
or not, the court shall close the prosecu¬ 
tion evidence on completion of a period 
of two years from the date of recording 
the plea of the accused on the charges 
framed. 

High Court throws out 
Jayalalitha’s petition 

lADMK supremo J. jayalalitha suf¬ 
fered a major politico-legal setback 
when her petition challenging the consti¬ 
tution of the special courts to try her for 
corruptior, was dismissed by the Madras 
High Court today. 

The division bench headed by Chief 
Justice M.S. Libcrhan and justice E. 
PacLnanabhan upheld the constitutional 
validity of the special courts formed b) 
the DMK government to tr)’ Ms 


Do You Know... 

An exhibition on roils displaying the his¬ 
tory of the Sikh faith, Kholso Express, will 
be token throughout the country in 
1999. It vrill hove 15 coaches depicting 
the message of Sikh gums for evolving o 
new social order based on equality and 
fraternity. 


jayalalitha, her former Cabinet colleagues 
and many top officials of her government 
for corruption. The judges dismissed the 
argument of Ms Jayalalitha that the DMK 
government was dictated by mala fide 
intent and political vendetta while consti¬ 
tuting the courts. They held that the State 
government was well within its legal 
powers to appoint the courts tor the 
speedy trial of corruption cases. 

Pointing out an earlier observation 
ol the High Court, while denying antici- 
patoiy bail to Jayalalitha, that there was 
pnma fade evidence for prosecuting her 
for corruption, the judges urged Ms 
jayalalitha and other petitioners to prove 
their innocence before the trial court. 
They accepted the government's argu¬ 
ment that the special courts were actually 
additional sessions courts and their con¬ 
stitution were allowed under the 


Prevention of Corruption Act 

Cases Against Jaya 

■ Colour TV scam which resulted in 
the loss of Rs 1016 crore to the exchequer. 
Arrested in December 1996. CImrgesliat 
filed. 

■ Ama.ssing wealth totalling Ks 6.'^ 
crore, disproportionate to known sources 
of income. Oiargeshect filed. 

■ Purchasing land from State-owned 
Tansi Corporation well below the market 
value and forcing the seller to pay the 
stamp duty. Clmgesheet filed. 

■ Irregular grant of licence to build 
hotels violating all building norms to 
Pleasant Stay Hotels in Kodaikanal. 
Investigations complete. Chargeskeet yet to 
be filed. 

■ Import of inferior quality coal for 
the electricity board from Indonesia 
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World’s biggest emrcise fbr rehabHItatton of the disabled 

in what is said to be the biggest prc^ramme of its kind in the world, the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment launched on October 14,1998 a national programme, 
called Bridge Course, for untrained educators and rehabilitation workers in the 
field of (Usability. 

More than 20,000 educators and workers, who do not have any formal training but 
are involved in the field of rehabRItalion ot the physically and mentally handicapped, will 
be covered under the scheme. 

Since under the law, these educators and workers are illegal In the absence of gov¬ 
ernment-approved proper training, the Bridge Course is intended to provide them one¬ 
time amnesty, besides imparting training. This ‘Iraining of the trainers programme” will 
cost the national exchequer Rs 44 crore and will be under the supenrislon of the 
Rehabilitation Council of India. 

Once the Bridge Course succeeds in developing human resources in the fietd of 
rehabilitation, the Rehabilitation Council will launch its second course to enlarge the base 
by involving an estimated 28,000 medical personnel staffing primary health care centres 
throughout the country. 

According to the Rehabilitation Council of India Act, 1992, unless certified by ^e 
Council, no rehabilitation professional—audiologists and speech therapists, clinical psy¬ 
chologists, hearing aid and ear mould technicians, rehabilitation engineers and techni¬ 
cians, special teachers for educating and training the handicapped, vocational counsel¬ 
lors, employment otHcers and placement officers, multipurpose rehabilitation therapists 
and technicians—is allowed to practice In his or her field. 


amidst allegations of kickbacks. 
Investigations nearing completion. 
Chargeskeet yet to be filed. 

■ I^ue of quarrying licence at very 
low rates amidst allegations of receiving 
kickbacks from granit companies. 
Investigation nearing completion. 
Ourgesheet yet to be filed. 

W Irregular payment of Rs 2 crore to 
Meena Advertising, which had failed to 
honour its commitment during the SAF 
games in 1995. Investigations over. 
Chargeskeet yet to be filed. 

CYBER WARS 
India far behind rivals 

NTERNET is fast emerging as another 
dimension where future wars will be 
fought. The new dimension is cyber 
world of Internet. India was awaken^ to 
the reality of cyber war when, on October 
16, 1998, it was delected that suspected 
Pakistani intelligence operatives had 
hijacked the Indian Army's only website 
on the internet. The website, 
www.armyinkashmir.com, was put up 
to provide the Indian point of view on 
Kashmir. 

Although generally it is very diffi¬ 
cult to take over dedicated websites, reg¬ 
ular internet users warn that a website 
could be taken over by another user in 
case the norms of the Internic, the inter¬ 
national registrar of websites which gives 
domain names on specific request, are not 
followed and its fees and other charges 
are not paid regularly. 

If this happens, any user anywhere 
in the world can fcxrt the unpaid bill, 
complete all procedural formalities and 
seek a change in the address or contact 
number of the website from its original 
one. 

Do You Know.., 

Following the success of the "Royal 
Orient" and "Palace on Wheels", the 
Railways hove started another tourist 
train, "Buddhist Circuit". Running in 
association with India Tourism 
Development Corporation (ITDC), it will 
take tourists on a six-day Buddhist cir- 
cuit—Kushinagor, Varanasi-Sarnath, 
Rojgir, Nalonda and Bodhgaya. 


Also, the server on which a website 
is loaded should have a foolproof securi*- 
ty protocol to prevent hackers to break 
into it. 

Taking over a site is one aspect. The 
other is launching of .scores of websites 
on Internet, by secessionist organisations 
and their sympathisers. The Net is today 
being used for propaganda war and, 
unfortunately, Indian government is yet 
to take steps to counter the false propa¬ 
ganda by various secessionist groups. 

JUDICIARY 

Panel headed by CJI to 
appoint SC, HC judges 

UCKS have been cleared for filling 
up vacant posts of at least seven 
Supreme Court and 150 High C!ourl 
judges with the apex court's Constitution 
Bench saying on October 29,1998, that a 
collegium of judges headed by the Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) should have the sole 
power lo recommend appointments 
through consensus. 

A nine-judge bench, in its 43-pagc 
"opinion" on a presidential reference, 
said recommendations made by the CJI 
without complying with the "norms and 
requirements of the consultation process" 


were not binding on the Union govern¬ 
ment. 

On appointment of the Supreme 
Court judges, the court said, the CJI 
should consult a collegium of four senior- 
most judges of the apex court. 

Even if two judges give adverse 
opinion, the CJI should not send the 
recommendation to the government. 

In July last. President K.R. 
Narayanan had sought the court's opin¬ 
ion on nine issues n'lating to the appoint¬ 
ment of apex court judges and transfer of 
High Court judges, lo break an impasse 
caused by then Chief Justice M.M. 
Punchhi's reconunendations. 

Regarding transfer of High Court 
judges, they said, in addition to the col¬ 
legium of tour judges, the CJI was oblig¬ 
ed to consult Chief Justices of the two 
High Courts (one from which the judge 
was transferred and other receiving him) 

In regard to appointment of the High 
Court judges, the (JI was required to con¬ 
sult only two seniormost judges of the 
apex court, the court said. 

The court also held that the transfer 
of puisne judges of the High Courts was 
judicially reviewable tmly if the CJI had 
recommended the transfers without con¬ 
sulting four seniormost judges of the 
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apex court and two chief justices of the 
High Courts concerned. 

Call for greater use of 
alternative system 

S the country's, judicial system gets 
over-burdened with more than a 
staggering 28 million pending cases, 
experts have called for greater use of the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution System 
(ADRS) to deal with the problem. 

APRS is presently available through 
the acts of arbitration, conciliation, Lok 
Adalats and systems of local justice like 
nyai/ pandiaf/ats, for quick disposal of cas¬ 
es. 

A commission on review of adminis¬ 
trative laws, which recently recommend¬ 
ed repeal of over 1,300 central laws of dif¬ 
ferent categories, and review of all pre¬ 
constitution laws, said that huge backlog 
of cases was giving a poor impression 
about the functioning of the legal system 
and there was an urgent need to address 
it. 

The four-member commission was 
formed in May to examine steps taken by 
various Ministries and departments to 
review administrative Liws, regulations 
and procedures administered by them 
and recommend follow-up action for 
repeal and amendment. 

It has also suggested compilation ot 
up-to-date information about rules, regu¬ 
lations, orders and procedures under dif¬ 
ferent Central laws by different 
Ministries and departments and called 
for studying the entire complex of laws 
affecting the 'ife of the poor and disad¬ 
vantaged sections of society. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS 

India agrees to two patent 
treaties 

N a major decision, India has agreed to 
abide by the Paris convention for the 
protection of industrial property and the 

Oo You Know... 

Legal Service Doy is observed every year 
on November 9. 


patent cooperation treaty, according to 
the U.N. patent agency, the world intel¬ 
lectual property organisation. 

Both treaties will be binding on India 
as of December 7,1998. 

The Paris convention lays down the 
basic principles governing protection of 
patents, trade-marks and industrial 
designs. 

The patent cooperation treaty makes 
it possible to fill out a single application 
for a patent, that will be valid in several 
countries, reducing costs and paperw'ork. 

The signing is particularly signifi¬ 
cant coming amid the increasingly vocal 
debate over biopiracy, what many devel¬ 
oping nations and indigenous groups 
consider the theft of their iruiovations by 
companies that use patent laws to gain 
exclusive rights over their resources. 

Patents allow inventors to exclude all 
othere from making asing or selling their 
invention for a specified period of time. 

Inventors can get a patent if they can 
prove that their product is useful, new 
and isn't obvious. 

India had for years resisted the 
growing trend of worldwide patent pro¬ 
tection that came along with the global 
economy, where a bottle of aspirin in a 
New Delhi drug store was as likely to be 
imported as it was to be locally made. 

India had a shortened patent exclu¬ 
sivity period, meaning Indian companies 
could sell generic drugs at an earlier date 
than what was specified in the patent of 
the name-brand drug. While enabling 
Indians to buy cheaper drugs, the policy 
drove aw'ay foreign investment. 

New Delhi, apparently, began to 
change its view toward the need for 
patent protection in 1997. when it suc¬ 
cessfully overturned a U.S. patent 
obtained by American scientists for using 
turmeric as a wound healer. 

There arc now 151 countries which 
adhere to the Paris convention and 98 
countries which have signed the patent 
cooperation treaty. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Pollution costs India $ 80 
billion annually 

NDIA loses a whopping $ 80 billion 
annually on account of sickness and 


death from pollution and economic costs 
attributable to resource degradation, 
according to World Bank. 

The loss due to poor environment is 
pegged in excess of $ 20 billion a year by 
conventional calculations and nearly $ W 
billion in Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) 
terms, according to the World Bank's 
Annual Environment Review released 
yesterday. 

Environmental degradation in the 
region continues to worsen—driven by 
the familiar factors of increasing industri¬ 
al and urban pollution in urban areas and 
degeneration in rural and coastal areas 
from the unsustainable use of land, forest 
and water resources, the report says. 

Deteriorating water quality due to 
poor sanitation, industrial effluents and 
pesticide runoff; lack of clean water, poor 
solid waste management and air pollu¬ 
tion are the key environmental problems 
in South Asia, it said. 

Dwindling forests, coastal wetlands 
and freshwater bodies and poorly man¬ 
aged protected areas, soil degradation in 
agricultural lands; energy-related dam¬ 
age from conunercial sectors and the 
impact of global climate change, particu¬ 
larly in low-lying areas like Bangladesh 
-were the other problems identified in the 
report. 

TOURISM 

Export house status granted 

N November 2,1998, the Union gov¬ 
ernment decided to accord export 
house status tc tourism, hoping that the 
measure would serve as a boost to sag¬ 
ging industry. 

However, unlike export houses, in 
the case of tourism the threshold limits 
for eligibility of export house status has 
been downscaled as an incentive for the 
first two years. Tourism units earning Rs 
six crore as foreign exchange every year 
will be recognised as export houses as 
against the limit of Rs 12 crore for other 
units. 

Among the benefits that accrue 
with Export House status are Special 
Import Licence (SIL), free-trading of 
SILs, waiver of bank guarantee for 
imports and import of cars against 
foreign exchange earnings. 
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on 

intemotional 

News 

MIDDLE-EAST 
Peace Accord Signed 

FTER intense negotiations spread 
over ten days, at a summit meeting 
between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, at Wye River, Maryland in USA, 
both the parties finally signed on the 
peace accoid on October 24, 

The d('al was reached after intense 
pressure from US [’resident Bill Clinton. 
Jordan's King Hussein's emotional 
appeal helped to pro\'ide the final push 

The highlights of the deal arc; 

■ Israel to withdraw troops from a 
further l!f per cent of the West Bank and 
give some of the region to Palestine. 

■ Palestinians to reduce police from 
40,(H){) to 24,0(10 in accordance with the 
Oslo accord 

■ The Palestinian National Council 
and other groups to cancel 26 clauses in 
the Pl.O ch.irter that call for Israeli 
destruction. 

■ Palestinians to open an Airport 
and a Seaport in Cia/a 

■ The Clinton administration hojies 
lo slop imOatcral acts. These include new 
Jewish settlements in Arab are.is and 
Arafat's threat lo dc'clare .i Palestinian 
State on May 4 regardless of the status o( 
negotiations 

■ Palestinians to make a securilv 


• Do You Know... 

The Southern Railway has introduced 
the country's first all-women troin 
between Chennai and Tambaram on 
October 12, 1998. Covering 28 km, it 
has been introduced at office timings 
and will benefit thousands of women 
office-goers in the city. 


plan for arrest of alleged terrorists under 
CIA supervision. Israel will not insist that 
suspects be extradited to Israel. 

■ Israel to free 750 of the 3000 
Palestiniaas—whom Arafat calls political 
prisoners 

■ S«ife passage yet to be agreed for 
Palestinians to move in a corridor 
betvvwn (.laza and West Bank. 

■ Israel and Palestinians will jointly 
consider an additional Israeli troop with¬ 
drawal after the 'final status' talks on the 
nature of a Palestinian Stale. 

Thus, the Palestinians have been 
promised a sizable piece ot real estate, 
needed to achieve their goal of Statehood. 

Israel hopes a package ot new si'curi- 
ty measures will put Islamic militants 
behind bars for good anil prevent terror 
attacks, which have frayed the Israeli 
public's confidence in the peace process 

But the key question is whether the 
complex, multi-stage agreement can he 
carried out in the climate of suspicion and 
distrust which may only have deepened 
in the acrimonv surrounding the 
Maryland summit. 

Already, the Jewish settlers have 
declared the accord as "betrayal" and 
"treasc'n" and are v'owing a bitter fight to 
block its implementation. 

bormer Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres ol the 1 aboiir Party said that 
Netanvahii cannot make anymore con 
cessions, and certainly i an'l lackle sensi¬ 
tive final-status issues such as |erusalem, 
relugees and borders, unless he forms a 
new coalition or calls early elections. 

Calling lor a new nationwide vole 
would mean an election campaign in the 
midst ol the complex, phasc-J plan lo 
bring about an Israeli withdrawal. I hat 
will create a highly chargi’d atmosphere 
in which the smallest hiicup could 
hec’omc’ :i major crisis 

fheiT' arc’ built-in (.'loblims lo ihe 
accord I'or example, regardless ol how 
the map is drawn, a 13 per c'ent with¬ 
drawal will isolate at Ic’nst some settle¬ 
ments perhaps tis many .s 15 leaving 
them as islands i:i a Palestinian-con¬ 
trolled sen, Setflers arc* certain to try to 
reinforce these settlements, asking the 
government for moivcy to expand hous¬ 
ing <ind facilities. 

The Palestinians can be expec ted to 


act to contain such growth, building on 
land next to sellh'inents and staging ; 
protests that will lead to clashes. 

Hemouring the deal wevn't be easy 
for Ar.ifat either. Violent iiifighling broke' ' j 
cnit between members ot Arafat political 
faction, I'atah, and Palestinian security ' 

forces after the Palestinian agents 
searched Patah headquarlei-s, looking for 
illegal weapems. The arresting of mem 
hers ot the militant Palesliniaii groups of 
Hamas and Islamic Jehad would also not 
be easy for Palestinian si-curity forces. Mr 
Netanyahu i.ssiK*d a stern warning that 
no land will be given (ill Arafat's 
Autonomy government crack , down 
on militant groups and disarms its 
own people. 

bignific'anlly, the once secretive US 
Central Intelligi'nce Agency (CIA) has 
been thrust into the limelight in its new 
lole monitoring compliance with security 
measures outlined in the West Asia peace 
accoid 

The Wye River Memorandum calls 
for the Via to take up a mi'dialing and 
monitoring role unprc’cedenteci in the his¬ 
tory of the US spv ageiT y. The ('lA is to 
mediate disputes between Israelis and 
Palestinians over the arrest and imprison¬ 
ment of susiH'c tc'd ternirisls, monitor the 
operations ol Israeli sc'c iirily checkpoints 
and oversee Palestinian ellorls to light 
anti-Israel groups such as Hamas 

1 be agnvment calls lor a CIA oflicial 
Ui chair a U's-lsracTPalc’stinian securitv 
.'cimmittec scheduled to meet every two 
weeks. The committee is to share intelli¬ 
gence on possible lerronst attacks and 
resolve security dis,igrc‘emenls bc lvvc'eii 
Ihe two sides The CIA is also lo help in 
investigations and train members cil both 
sides in secuiTly matters 

USA 

Republicans stung by poll 
results 

LSPITI'. spending millions of dollars 
in negative TV advertising about the 
kewinsky affair, Ihe Republicans fell Hat 
on their faces in thc’ir bid to inc rease their 
standing in the US Congress and in 
gubernatorial positions I'he elections, 
thus, came as a shot in President 
Clinton's arm, as the results have heipc'cl 
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take out some steam «nit of the impeach¬ 
ment process. 

Perhaps the most se\'erL‘ loss for 
the Republicians was the Governor¬ 
ship of the large and crucial Slate of 
California, where David Lungreen 
has become the first Democrat 
Governor m 16 years. 

Against the Republican expectation 
that public resentment at Clinton's mis¬ 
adventure with Ms Lewinsky would 
induce them to express their displeasure 
by voting against Demcx:rals, only 5 per 
cent are said to have voted against 
Democrats because of the scandal. 

While the Republicans had tried to 
win on anti-Clinton sentiment, the 
Democrats had an agenda of issues such 
ns social security and education. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
India introduces a landmark 
resolution 

N a landmark event in the United 
Nalifiiis, India, on November 2, 1998, 
introduced a resolution on de-alerting 
nuclear forces and adoption of no first 
use policies. It also called for urgent steps 
to reduce the risks of unintentional and 
accidental use of nuclear weapons and a 
review ol nuclear doctrines. 

The resirlution urges member States 
to provide the UN Secretary Cioneral 
information on the measures undertaken 
towards implementation of this risiolii- 
lion or eflorts undertaken bv them to pro¬ 
mote the objectn es envisagc'd in the reso¬ 
lution. 

The resi'Uition underlines that until 
nuclear weapons cease to exist, it was 
imperative on the part of nuclear 
weapons States to adopt measures that 
assure non-nuclear weapons States 
against the use or threat ot use ol nuclear 
weapons 



The response of the several 
important countries was far from 
positive. However, no country has 
openly opposed the resolution. 
According to sources, whatever the 
outcome of the vote to accept the res- 
olutio n, it would serve to highlight 
the dangers mankind faced from 
nuclear accidents. 

PAKISTAN 

House passes Shariat Bill 

N October 9,1998, Pakistan's nation¬ 
al assembly passed a Bill amending 
the Constitution, to enforce Islamic 
Sharia law. The Bill was passed at a 
stormy session of the 217-seat lower 
House by 151 votes in favour and only 16 
against. 

Tlie House*, dominated by Prime 
Minister bharief's Pakistan Muslim Hague 
(PML), tlm*w out amendmi*nts propiml by 
the tiny opposition, wliiclr said tlut tlie Hill is 
"dangemus" for the nation. 

The Bill will Ixvome a law afk'r endorse¬ 
ment by the 87 member Senate and signing by 
Pa'sidenI Tarar However, the Bill is expected 
to face hunlles in die Senate, where the gov- 
emrm'nt dixs iwt liave tlu* required two-thinl 
miijority. 

The opposition said the new law 
would destroy the framework of 
Pakistan's 1973 Constitution, by giving 
sw'eepmg powers to the government and 
opening the threat ot abuse ot authority. 
The Supreme Court and the judiciary 
would become irrelevant, they said 

Ml Shariet's critics say that the pur¬ 
pose of the Bill is to enable Mr Shariet to 
concentrate more powers in his own 
hands, by acquiring the ab.solute right to 
rule by decree. 

GERMANY 

Gerhard Schroeder takes over 

I.RHARD Schroeder, a Social 
IDemociat who defeated Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in election held on 
September 27, 1998, on promises to mcxl- 
ernize Germany after 16 years of 
Conservative rule, was confirmed as 
Germany's seventh postwar Chancellor 
on October 27,19‘18. 

.54-year-oJd Schroeder will lead 


Germany enter the 21st century and 
through some critical changes, including 
the government's move to Berlin and the 
adoption of the Buro to replace the 
German mark. 

Schroeder and his coalition partner, 
the environmentalist Greens Party, have 
pledged to put Germans back to work, 
make it easier for foreign residents to get 
citizenship and move toward .shutting 
down nuclear power plants. Continuity is 
the byword in foreign policy. 

SRI LANKA 

Private sector initiative to end 
war flops 

HF. much-trumplcd initiative by the 
Sri Lankan private sector, to bring an 
end to the ethnic conflict and the w'ar, 
proved to be a non-starter, with the 
opposition UNP staying away from the 
all-ptirty conference convened by sc*ven 
top Chambers ol Commerce and 
Industry and the Leftists questioning the 
credentials and intentions of the business 
tycoons. 

At the conference, the yearning for 
peace was overwhelming. But the partici¬ 
pants were divided over how to bring it 
about. 

While the Sinhala ultras wanted an 
intensification of the war to bring about 
peace, others demanded unconditional 
talks with the LTTl- 

Seme wanted small things lione first, 
like easing the curbs on the Tamils, the 
implementation ol existing laws guaran¬ 
teeing equality, and the opening ot 
"peace passages" or safe ci>rridors 
between the contlict areas in the North- 
Last and the South to enable free move¬ 
ment of goods, services and people. 

But the aiiitenna* floundered over tin- 
basic Issue of bringing about a bi-paitlsan 
appnxich to tlie war and the edinic ronflict. 
Then* was al.so confusion about vvlio sliould be 
the leaders in the inifLuive. 

RUSSIA-CHINA 

Plans to step up military 

cooperation 

OLLOWlNfi the high profile visit of 
Russian Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev to Beijing, stage has been set for 
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stepping up military cooperation and 
joining efforts between Russia and 
China, to oppose US "hegemony" in far 
east, eastern Europe and the former 
Yugoslavia. 

During the meetmg, both sides 
attacked the "mono-polar" world being 
created under manifestations in several 
parts of the globe. 

Both coimtries reiterated that they 
will veto any resolution aimed at impos¬ 
ing a peace settlement by force in the 
breakaway Yugoslav region of Kosovo. 
They also reaffirmed their opposition to 
the eastward expansion of NATO, into 
formerly pro-Soviet eastern Europe, and 
slammed a proposed joint US-Japanese 
anti-ballistic missile system in east Asia 
as "destabilizing". 

WORLD ECONOMY 

IMF prescribes 5-point plan for 

global reform 

HE International Monetary fund 
(IME) has prescribed five "key-ele¬ 
ments" for reforming the global financial 
architecture*—increased transparency, 
sound financial systems, involvement ol 
the private sector, orderly liberalisation 
and internationally accepted standards 
and codes of good practice. 

In his remarks at the closing ses¬ 
sion of the IME/World Bank meeting, 
Mr Michel Camdessus, managing 
direitor of IMF, said, "thse same 
principles that have served us so well 
nati.inally, must now be extended to 
the international arena". 

Mr Camdessus said strengthen¬ 
ing banking and finamial systems 
would be a locus of fund technical 
assistance and training, as well as 
bilateral and multilateral surveil¬ 
lance. "Strong frameworks tor regu¬ 
lation and supervision must be put in 
dace, supported by the world-w'ide 

Do You Know... 

The UNDP 1998 Human Development 
Report has ranked Indio 139 among 
174 countries. Neighbours Myanmar 
(131) and Pakistan (138) are ranked 
higher. 


adoption of consistent standards of 
accounting, auditing, insurance, sivuri- 
lies, payment systems and banking 
supervision", he added. 

In looking to involve the private 
sector, he cited the need to provide 
the proper incentives to foster sus¬ 
tained private sector participation in 
global capital markets, minimising 
the risk of sudden withdrawals, 
while avoiding moral hazard—which 
occurred when implied or explicit 
guarantees from governments 
encouraged private firms to engage 
in reckless investments. 

US Federal Reserve slashes rates: 
On October 16, 1998 the Federal Reserve 
slashed key US interest rates for the .sec¬ 
ond time in less than three weeks, to 
boost the US (*conomy's defences against 
a firestorm raging in the world financial 
systems. 

The move struck global markets like 
a lightning bolt, sending stock and bond 
prices soaring. It was the first time since 
April 1994 that the Fed changed rales 
between regular meetings of its policv- 
making Federal vTpen Market 
Committee. 

The US central bank cut the federal 
funds overnight h,ink lending rate to .S 
per cent from 5.2.9 pt-i cent. It also cut the 
more svmbolic discount rale, at which it 
provides emergency loans to commeri ial 
hanks, to 4.75 per cent from 5 pc'r rent 
That brought official rates to their lowest 
level in four years. 

Although the reductions were 
mildest in size, economists saw a 
powerful message in the move 
because it was the second credit eas¬ 
ing in less than three weeks .md 
because of its highly uniiNiial occur¬ 
rence on a day when the l ed was not 
holding a regularly scheduled meet¬ 
ing After eight years of lonlinuous 
expansion, the US economy has 
exhibited some signs ol slow'ing, par¬ 
ticularly in manufacturing. But some 
domestic sectors such as housing 
have been growing strongly and the 
unemployment rate is at 4.6 per cent, 
close to its lowest level in a quarter 
century. 

There is a growing risk that the 
sickly global financial system could 


cause those cc'nditions to deteriorate 
rapidly, possibly bringing on a reces¬ 
sion in 1999. 

JAPAN-SOUTH ij:OREA 
Japan apologises for 35 years 
of colonial rule 

URINd the visit of President Kim . 
Dae-|img of South Korea to |apan, 
lapanese Prime Minister Obuehi issued 
his country's strongest apology to dale to 
the South Koreans, for the 35 years of 
brutal colonial rules. 

A joint declaration said that Mr 
Ubuchi expressed deep remorse and 
extended a heartfelt apology to the peo- ■ 
pie of South Korea, having humbly 
accepted the historical tact that fapan 
inflicted heavy damage and pain on tlie 
people of South Korea through its coliv 
nial rule. 

It was the lirsi written apology ever 
issued to an individual country by japan 
for its actions before and during World 
Warn* 

Kim accepted tin* aplogy and japan's 
recognition of the past, and acknowl- 
edginJ that it went dwper than previous 
lapanese apologies for the war. 

The South Korean leader promised 
tUiuchi a gradual opening up to japanese 
cultural imjiorls, banned since the 
japanese occiijiation ended in 1945. 
lajianose movies, popular .songs and evi-n 
cars are prohibitcxl in South Korea. 

BANGLADESH 

15 ex-Army Officers get death 
sentence for coup against 
Mujibur Rahman 

O N November 8, 1998, a Bangladesh 
court sentenced to death by firing 
squad 15 ex-military officials on charges 
of assassinating Bangladesh's founding 
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in a coup 
Z1 years ago. 

Four others were acquitted on the 
grounds that there was not enough evi¬ 
dence against them. 

For more than 21 years, since 
Rahman's assassination, no action was 
taken against the plotters until Ms Hasina 
led the Awami Iz'ague to power in 1996. 
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ABBREVIATIONS ! 

VVNel: Viily.j Vahini Network ! 
ISP; Internet Serviee Provider ; 

i 

AWARDS I 

Aga Khan Award, 1998 

T HRI’.H Indian projects are among the ■ 
seven ctwardees selected for the Aga j 
Khan Award for architecture. They are: i 
Slum Networking in Indore city. Lepers | 
Ht)spital, Choda Taluka and Vidhan I 
Bhtivan, Bhopal. The other awards are for I 
Rehabilitation of Hebron town, Salinger ; 
Residence in Selangor in Malaysia, Tuwaiq 
Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and 
Alhamra Arts Council in Lihom, Pakistan. 

B.C. Roy Award, 1998 

D r Devendra H. Patel is the winner lor 
Eminence in medical leaching. He has 
bec*n associated with cancer resean'h and 
building awareness against the dreaded 
disease lor over ihriH- decades. 

Booker Prize, 1998 

I AN McFwan is the winner ol the Booker 
Prize lor his novel, Aiunh nlnm 

Nobel Prizes, 1998 

Literature; lose Saramago, Portugal. 
Medicine. Robert I l urihgott, louis 
I Ignarro and I'erid Murad, of the USA, 
lor their discoveries conci'rning nitric oxide 
as a signalling molecule in the 
cardioviiaiilar svslein, which could aiI as 
a weapon against intei'tions and as a 
regulator of blood pressure. 

Chemistry: Walter Kohn and lohn 
I\)ple ol US. V, lor dec eloping methods that 
can be used tor theoretical studies ot the 
properties ot molecules and the chemical 
processes in which Ihei' are involved. 

Physics: Robert C. 1 aughlin of the USA, 

I lorst L. Stoermer ot Germany and naniel C. 
Tsui, a native of China who is now an 
American citizen, for discovering that 
electrons acting together in strong magnetic 
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fields can form new types of particles. 

Economics: Amartya Sen, the Indian 
economist working at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, for his contribution to welfare 


economics. 


Peace: John Hume and David i 
Trimble, rival politicians of northern i 
Ireland, for their efforts to find a peaceful j 
solution to the conflict in their country. I 


BOOKS 

Amsterdam 

W RITTEN by Ian McEwan, winner of ; 

the Booker Prize PW 8 , it chronicles | 
a sex scandal surrounding a fictional tor- i 
eign secretary. His first novel. First Lmv, j 
Ixist Riles, won the Somerset Maugham I 
Award in 1975 and The Child in Time, a | 
1987 work, won the Whitbread Award. | 

i 

I 

It's Always Possible j 

K IRAN Bedi writes about her term in .4 
Tihar jail, exposing how apathy makes | 
life in the jail a nightmare. 1 

I 

Lahore: Portrait of a Lost City 

W ritten by Indian journalist bom 
Anand and published by a ; 
Pakistani publisher, the book says that 
Lahore was famous lor its glamour and | 
cultural achicN’cments but its degeneration 
began with partition. Communal harmony ■ 
gave way to religious hatreil. 

Poverty and Famines 

T he path breaking book by 1998 j 
Nobel Prize winner for economics, , 
Amartva ben, in which he has siudied ■ 
famines in India Bangladesh, Ethiopia j 
and baharan countries and found that j 
shortage of food is not always the cause j 
of catastrophe ! 

Stone Raft 

T his book has been written by 
Jose Saramago, the Portugal novelist 
who has won 1998 Nobel Prize for ‘ 


literature His best known novel, its a 
fiction in which the Iberian peninsula 
breaks off from Europe for supernatural 
reasons and floats ofl into the Atlantic. The 
Nobel committee has cited his work for 
"imagination, compassion and irony". 

The Everest Hotel 

I Allan Sealy's new novel is about a once 
elegant hotel, now a home for the des¬ 
titute run by nuns It takes an ethereal look 
at India consumed bv decline. 

CYBERSPACE 

And now, Cyber Dhabas 

M AHANAGARTelephoneNigam Ltd 
[MTNI,) has announced its initiative 
to mach the Internet to the common man 
by setting up lylri dhabas in Mumbai and 
Delhi. It plans to establish either dhabas in 
the two metropolises by January 1999 The 
. facili ly would be sel up in association with 
SCO, the owners of tlu' Unix platform, and 
would be priced much less than that of 
the pn’siMit 'cyber cafes' 

Public schools in Mumbai would hi 
provided ct/hcr dhabas free ot cost as a 
promotional venture. 

DISCOVERY 

Dinosaur fossils found near 

Hyderabad 

R are, skeletal remains of a 160 mil- 
lion-year-old dinosaur belonging to 
the Sauropad group have been excavated 
at Kistiipur in Adilabad district of Andhra 
Pradesh by a team ot paleontologists ot 
the Geological Survey of India (GSI). 

The fossil finds have minforced the 
evolutionary theory' that Sauropod dino¬ 
saurs belonging to the lower Jurassic pe¬ 
riod were direct descendants of 
Prosauropodb. The fossils are unique 
because they included the jointed tail 
vertebrae, a rare occiurcncc. The dinosaur 
could have been 12 feet in height and 
stretching upto 40 feet in length. The huge 





pelvis, lemur, tibia, fibula and the foot bones were found in 
position. Even the rib bones which normally get fragmented w'ca’ 
also found intact. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Country's first 500MW nuclear power plants 

T he construction of the country's first two .TO MW units l^egan 
at Tarapur in Maharashtra, (.’urrently, nuclear power units in 
the country are of 220 MW each. 

The project cost for TAI’S III anil IV was i-stimated at Rs 
6,420 crore. TAI'S IV is slated to go critical tentativeU in tVtober 
2005 with TAPS HI becoming opi'rational in .April 2(X)('i The projivt 
IS totally indigenous. 

PERSONS 

Ajit 

T he popular villain of Hindi films, who died on October 22, 
1 W8 at Hyderabad. He gaye remarkable performances in 
Muiihal-t'-Artiin and Niuin Daiir and switched to villain’s roles in 
Zanjm and Yaadoii Ki Haraf. His real name was Hamid Ah Khan 

Furchgott, Robert F. 

A pharmacologist at ihe btate I 'nivor- sitv of New York, he is 
me of the three winners of the 1W8 Nobel Prize for Medicine 

Hume, John 

L eader ol the social Democratic aiul I ahour Party (SDI.Pl 
and the Catholic Nationalist Party in Ireland and one of the 
architwls of the Ireland peace accord, he shan's the N'tS Nobel 
Prize of Peace. 

Ignarro, Louis j. 

A scientist at the L'nicersitv ot Califor- nia, hi' is one oi the 
three winners ol the IWS Nobel Pi i/e for Medicine. 

Kohn, Walter 

T1 IE US researcher, who shaies PWS Nobel Prize lor ('heinis|r\ 
Lnughlin, Robert C. 

T he us scientist working 'n Slantord l.ini\er--it\, w-hi' is om 
of the thrim winners of the PW.8 Nobel Prize lor Physics 

Murad, Fcrid 

U NIVERSITY' of lexas mi'dical :;cJioo!, he is one o( the ihrer 
winners of the I99S Nolx’l Prize lor Medieine 

Po’plc, John 

THE, US researcher, who shares 1*1% Nohel Prize for ( hemislry 
Postel, Jon 

T he conccptualist and one of those who helped structure the 
Internet, once referred to as "god" of the Internet he 
died on October 21, 1^98. He headed the Internet Assigned 
Numbers Authority, that oi ersaw the Internet's complex 
structure. 
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Saramago, Jose 

T he Portuguese novelist, who is the 
winner of 1998 Nobel Prize lor litera¬ 
ture. 

Sen, Amartya 

W INNER of 1998 Nobel Prize 
for economics, he is master of Trinity 
College at Cambridge University. He is the 
sixth Indian to win and the first Asian to 
get the Prize. 

Sloermer, Horst L. 

T HI’ Clerman scientist at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity, who is one of the three 
winners of the 1998 Nobel Prize for 
Physics. 

Tipnis, A.Y. 

T he. next Chief of Air Staff, to succeed 
S.K. barren who retires on December 
31, 1998. Commissioned in 1960, he has 
4,000 hours of flying to his credit. He took 
active part in the 1965 operations and flew 
many combat missions. He has held sev¬ 
eral important operational and staff 
appointments. 

Trimble, David 

L eader ot the Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP), the main Protestant party in 
Irelands, he is one of tlie two winners of 
the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize. 

Tsui, Daniel C. 

A native of China who is a US citizen 
md works in Princeton University, 
ho is one ol the three winners ot the 1998 
Nobel Prize (or Phvsics 

PLACES 

Anandpur Sahib 

P UN)M< Energy Development 
Agency (PEDA) is developing 
Anandpur Sahib as the first solar citv ol 
the country. 

The total cost of the project, Ks 3.4 
crore, would be ei]uallv shared by 
Punjab and the Union government 
Under the project, PEDA would set up 
power plants for solar lighting in the 
three important gurdwaras at 
Anandpur Sahib. It will also cover 
Anandpur Sahib city and 14 
surrounding villages. 


Bangalore 

B angalore is now counted among 
the top ten techmvtowns of the world, 
along with Boston, Washington and the 
Microsoft city, Seattle, According to 
Newsweek, the city has 250 hi-tech 
companies including Texas Instruments 
I and Infosys. Of the remaining nine cities, 
seven are in the US and one each in 
Britain and Israel. Boston leads (he list 
with over 3,000 companies and Seattle 
with 2,500. 

PROJECTS 

Project to conned Intranets 

T he government is to set up a 'Vidya 
Vahini Network' (VVNet) synergising 
i the intranets of agencies such as the 
i University Grants Commission, the 
I Council for Scientific and Industrial 
' Research, the Human Resources 
■ Development .Ministry and State-level 
■ networks. The first phase of VVNet will 
! be operational by 15 August, 1999. VVNet 
! will combine satellite-based and land- 
I based communication and seamlessly 
; connect with the lUNet that will proi'ide 
' a 2.5 gigabit bandwith backbone 
connecting all (he Indian Imstitules of 
, Technology, Indian Institute of Science, 

: Bangalore, the Indian Institute of 
i Information Technology, Hyderabad and 
i Pune University. 

: A 7,000 km road project 

P RIME Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
has announced a Ks 28,000 crore road 
■ project Work on this 7,000 kilometre road 
would start from twenty different locations 
; in the country 

Thih project envisages a six-lane 
' North-South corridor connecting Kashmir 
to Kanva-Kumari and a similar East-West 
: corridor connecting Silchar to Saurashtra. 

It is exported to cost Rs 28,000 crore and 
: will have the scope for naaximum private 
sector am' foreign participation, and has 
the potential to create as many as three 
■ crore manyears of employment. 

; SPACE 

; Oldest man in Space 

J 'OHN Glenn, 77, who had been the first 
American astronaut to orbit the earth on 
ebruary 20,1962, returned to space again 


on October30,1998, in the Discovery space 
shuttle. 

Glenn's first trip had been just three 
orbits, lasting five hours. The current space 
trip took nine days and he had six other 
astronauts for company, including a 
Japanese and a Spaniard. The astronauts 
conducted several experiments and 
released a small satellite, Spartan, for two 
days of observing the Sun's corona and 
its effects on the space environment 
throughout the solar system. 

Glenn acted as a human guinea-pig. 
Experiments were conducted to find 
effects of weightlessness on old age. 

MISCELLANY 

India leads in mint oil production 

I NDIA has taken a lead in production ot 
mint oil, thanks to superior high- 
yielding varieties and crop technologies. 

With annual production now 
touching 12,000 tonnes, and an export 
figure of 8,000 tonnes per year, the country 
has overtaken China as the main producer 
of mint oil. The other major producers an- 
Brazil and USA. 

Mint oil is derivei.1 from the herb 
menthol mint or inenllui nrrethis. which 
grows in the south of the Himalayas, 
.sjTanning I’unjab, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh .md Bihar. 

A major product of mint oil is menthol 
used widely in food, tlavourieg, 
pharnuiceutical (especially lough drops) 

; and cosmetic industries. 

i Robot-assisted heart surgery 

T he Escorts Heart Institute and 
Research Centre in New Delhi 
' performed the first robot-assisted heart 
. surgery in India on October 29, 1998 The 
■ 90-mimite operation was jierformcd on a 
16-year-old Bangladeshi girl who had a 
; hole in her heart. 

The robotic arm has a three- 
^ dimensional camera attached to the probe, 
' and a surgeon sitting at the console is able 
I to carry out the operation by taking a cue 
I from the images and giving voice 
I commands. The advantage is that the 
I incision is very small. Robotic-asslsted 
I surgeries are just one of the many 
j innovative changes cKcurring in tlie field 
' of cardiac surgery. 
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SPORTS 

GAMES 

Eighth South Asian Federation (SAF) 
Games 

KATHMANDU will host the eighlli SAF 
Games in 1999. The Games were held in 
Chennai in 1995. The 1997 event had to br 
postponed as Nepal, who were to host the 
games, did not have the infrastrnctun’ ready 

ATHLETICS 

Paramjit Singh breaks Vlilkha Singh's 
record 

PARAMJIT Singh erased the 'flying Sikh' 
Milkha Singh's 38-year record in the 400- 
metre run in the 38th Open National Ath¬ 
letic Championship held at Calcutta. He 
completed the 400 m run with an impres¬ 
sive 45.70 seconds, eclipsing Milkha Singh's 
record of 45.73 established in Rome in I960. 

CRICKET 

Wilis International Cup 
SOUTH Africa beat West Indies to claim 
the Wills Internation.ll Cup cricket tourna- 
mentplayed at Dhaka The tournament had 
been described as Mini World C up as all 
nine Test-playing nations participated. 

Australia-Pakistan Test Scries 
AUSTRALIA won their first series in Paki¬ 
stan ill .39 years when the third and final 
Test played at Karachi ended in a draw 
Australia had won the first Test by an in¬ 
nings and 90 runs in Rawalpindi and drew 
the second in Peshawar. 

Before Mark Taylor led victory, only 
Richie Benaud had succeeded in beating 
Pakistan in Pakistan in the 1959-60 season, 
when Australia recorded a 2-0 win in a three 
match series. 

Australia also defeated Pakistan in 
one-day three-match series. 

Kumble Bags 200lh Wicket 
ANIL Kumble bagged his 200th wicket on 
October 10,1998, against Zimbabwe at the 
match played at Harare. He had taken his 
100th wicket in 1995 in Bangalore in the 
Test against New Zealand. 


India-Zimbabwe one-off Test 
INDIA slumped to a 61-run defeat in rtie i 
I one-off Test against Zimbabwe, played at j 
; Harare Earlier, India bwk the three-match ! 

, one-daV senes 2-1. i 

' Taylor crosses 7,000 runs ! 

ALiSTRA 1 ,IAN skippi r Mark Taylor pa.ssed j 
' 7,(K)0 runs in lest cricket during his innings j 
in the second Test played at Peshawar. He i 
: achieved this in his 98th Test and 173 k1 ; 

innings when he n-ached 213, becoming j 
I the I6th batsman and fourth Australian to : 
pass the milestone. 

: NKP Salve Challenger Trophy : 

; THF India A and India B teams shared the j 
; NKP Salve Challenger Trophy when the ' 

I final was abandoned because of unfit | 

; ground conditions, following un.seasonal 
■ rains in Ahmedabad. 

EQUESTRIAN | 

World Equestrian Games 
; GliRMANY won the team competition in . 

I tlie show-jumping event at the Wirldl i|ui-s- ' 
trian tiames held in Rome. France came in 
sc-cond, while Britain clinched the bmnze. 

FOOTBALL 

' Durand Cup 

. MAHINDKA and Mahindra (Mumbai) 
beat liast Bengal 2 I in the final of the ^ 
Durand Cup, the oldest tournament in th< 
country, to iv in the Kelvinator Durand (..'up 
, held at New Delhi I'hey became the first 
ever Mumbai team to win the tournament 
The Bi'ngal and Punjab teams had a near¬ 
monopoly on theC up fora long time, which 
was broken by FC KiKhin in 1997 

, GOLF 

: Women's World Championship 
i JULI Inkster bcv ame the world champion 
for the second straight yc ir in the Women's | 
Golf Champioaship played at Florida. 

I 

I Honda-Siel-ACC PGA Championship ! 
j CALCUTTA'S L'ttam Singh Mundy beat | 


lyoti Randhawa to clinch the Rs 15 lakh 
Hoiuia-Siel-AGC Pi lA Clrampionsliip, held 
at New Delhi. 

Hero Honda Masters Trophy 
JYOTI l^ndhawa, 27-year-old pro from 
Meerut, swept triumphantly to victory with 
a finishing round of six under par 66, in 
the Hem Honda Masters tournament held 
in New I Vlhi. 

HOCKEY 
Champions Trophy 

OLIr'MlTC and World champions 1 Inlland 
completixl a unique Grand Slam nt field 
hix'key, by lilting llie ( hampions Trophy. 
They defeatexi hosts Pakistan 3-1 in the final. 

Holland became the only side to 
hold all three prestigious titles. They won 
the C)lympi(;gold in Atlanta in 1996 and 
the World Cup m their country in June 
1998 

Australia finished third by outlasting 
South Korea on penally stroke sudden 
death 

Lady Rattan Tata Trophy 
INDIAN Railways beat 1 laryana in the fi¬ 
nal ol the 49th Bank of Baioda Senior Na¬ 
tional t hanipionsliip played at Chennai. 
The R lilway women scored 5 1 to lift tlie 
title tor the 17th tune 

TENNIS 

Shanghai Open ATP rournament 
INDIA'S world No 3 pair ol Mi liesh 
Bhijpathi and Leandi-r Paes beat the lop 
ranked duo of kxld Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde 6-1,6-7, (7-2), 7-6, (7-4) (or the 
first lime to lift the doubles title oi tin 
Shanghai Open ATP tournament. 

National Championships 
Sl'.COND seed N'itin Kirlane won the 
men's final of the DSCL National Champi¬ 
onships held at New Delhi heating Vijay 
Kannan 6-4,6-.3,6-4. Uzma Klian of Andhra 
Pradesh boat Sai Jai Lakshmi to win the 
women's title. 
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WHO S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


AfToiimD, Elected Etc 

Air Marshal A. Y. Tipnis: He has been 
appointed as the next Chief of Air Staff. 
He takes over from Air Chief Marshal S. 
K. Sareea who retires on December 31, 
1998. 

Sushma Swaraj: She has been 
appointed Chief Minister of Delhi. 

Mahfsh Kumar Sachdev: He has been 
appointed Ambassador of India to 
Algeria. 

Resigned 

Romano Prodi: Prime Minister of Italy. 

Sahih Singh Verma: Chief Minister 
of Delhi. 


Susfima Swaraj: Union Information | 

and Broadcasting Minister. 

Distinguished Visitors j 

Petar Stoyanov: President of j 

Bulgaria. I 

Dr Navinchandra Rarngoo/nm; Prime 1 

Minister of Mauritius. l 

i 

Died j 

Chulam Ahmed: Former Indian 
cricket captain. : 

Ajit: Popular Bollywood villain. j 

Nagarjun: Renowned Hindi i 

litterateur. His real name was ' 

Vaidyanath Mishra. He was 87. | 



OCTOBER 

9—Pakistan Assembly passes a Bill aimed 
at creating a new Islamic State, even 
as Opptisition protests. 

—Bodos gun down at least 13 people in 
three separate incidents in Darrang 
district in Assam. 

10—Justice Adarsh S. Anand is .sworn in 
<is the new Chief Justice of India. 

II(’onstruction of the first of the two 
units of the 500 MW Pressurised 
Heavy Water Reactors begins in 
Tarapur in Phane district in 
Maharashtra, setting a major 
milestone in India's nuclear power 
programme. 

I5-- Iiidia and Pakistan begin their official 
talks in Islamabad, after a gap of one 
year. 

iS—Inuia and Pakistan vow to reduce the 
risk of lonflici but fail to narrow their 
differences on Kashmir. 

20— An explosion at an oil pipeline near 
the Nigerian oil centre, Warri, leaves 
400 dead and many more injured. 

21— US House of Representatives approves 
a bill enabling President Bill Clinton 
to lift economic sanctions against India 
and Pakistan. 

24—After nine days of negotiations, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu | 
and Palestinian leader Yas.ser Arafat ! 


' sign a peace agreement in i 

Washington. 

. 26—Gerhard Schroeder is confirmed as | 
Germany's seventh post-war ! 

Chancellor. 

■ 27—-Some 50 people offering the Chhat ! 
Puja, are drowned in a boat j 

disaster in the Brahmaputra river'**' 
I in Assam. 

; 29—A fire at a Halloween party in a ■ 

, discotheque in Goteborg, Sweden, ' 

leaves 60 dead and J90 injured. 

NOVEMBER 

1— Hurricane Mitch hits Honduras. A i 
part ot a mountain tails on five 
hamlets killing more than 7000 
people. 

2— India is connected to the world's first | 
satellite telephony system Indium, ■ 
and receives the first satellite 

I ■ 

telephone call at Iridium India's ' 
gatew'ay at Pune. 

5—Police foils Pakistani plans of blowing ' 
up targets in India with the .seizure ; 

' of two mini flying planes in Kalakot j 
forest belt of Rajouri district in ]&K. ' 

I 7—President Bill Clinton of USA decides 
to lift some sanctions against India 
and Pakistan. 

8—A Bangladesh Court sentence to j 
death 15 ex-military officials, on I 


charges of assassinating Bie founding 
father Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, in a 
coup 23 years ago. 

9—Indo-Pak talks on Sir Creek fail 


Jdin Glenn; The fM Afnedcan to; 
fly in (ffbil in 1962, Bie' 77-year did 
senator hu become die oldlst intiah id 
flyini^ce. 

BunncI Beeket: The ' Royal 
National 'Iheativ has rated his W^'fing 
for Codot as the century's most 
important play 

Asha Bhimile; The Indian singer 
who was given a place of honour in 
the theme restaurant. Planet 
Hollywood. She was invited to emboss 
her handprints in day, to be later cast 
in ountld. She is the first Indian to have 
won such acclaim. 

Dhimbhal Ambani; Chairman of 
Reliance Industries, he has been chosen 
by Asiaweek magazine for its 1998 
Business Hall of Fame, for having faced 
the toughest of times, and succeeded 
inspite of them. 

Pandit faaraj; He received the 
American Artists Assodation Award 
for his valuable contribution in the field 
of dassical music. 

Sanat Kumar Chatterjee: The 
painter whohadearBei entered the Umca 
Bode of Records for a 27.6 x 2.7 m sooll 
painting has now entered the Guinness | 
Book of World Records widi a 30 X 33 m 
painting, die laigest silk scroll painting 
in dw wwld. The scroll has pictures td 
Hindu deities in water colours. 

Vishal Baksbi; The fint ever film 
ador to join the Territoriai Army Lt 
Bakshi would be required to devote two 
months of service every year to die 
'Territorial Army and would be frte to 
pursue his film career for the rest of the 
year. 

Mado Carballo: The Cpsta Rioui 
who was crowned 'Grasim Mr 
InipiTuttionat 1998' in Jaipur. It was the 
first time that such an event had bear 
held in India, organised by &aaim and 
Akshara Advertiaing.. . V - 

Sdnao Itlimi: BpI^ood ttiw, ^ 
.who. ivasainaitd fo.Ti)cBi;^,^,iibe. 
.diMge of. po#dNiNg 
dlinkara. / 
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